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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  LIII. 


OC?*General  directions.  For  things  happening  in  Great  Britain,  France,  &c.  or  the  several  stales,  see  their  own  proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  congress,  &c. 


A. 

Adams,  Samuel,  reminiscences  of  196 

Adams,  J.  Q. — see  congress;  his  speech  upon 
“nouns,  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs,”  161  and 
167  to  175;  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  4th  instalment  to  the  states  185;  his 
private  library!  211 

Alabama — elections  in  1;  law  respecting  Bowie 
knives  35;  business  at  Mobile  224 

Albuquerque,  M.  D.  charge  d’affaires  of  Brazil, 
arrives  in  Washington,  &c.  1,  176 

Alton,  Illinois,  riot  at,  &c.  165,  192,  196 

American  institute,  tenth  annual  fair  of  18,  146 
Anti-slavery  convention  at  Alton,  Illinois,  &c. 

165,  192,  196 

Appointments  by  the  president — see  army  and 
navy,  and  50,  66,  S2,  97,  146,  241,  338,  369 

Argentine  confederacy — see  Buenos  Ayres;  ap- 
pointment of  general  de  Alvear  as  minister  to  the 
United  States  38 

Arkansas — elections  162,  209 

Army,  the — see  war  department,  Florida  war  and 
congress;  general  orders,  No.  51,  3;  movements  32; 
special  orders  3;  promotions  and  appointments  3, 
151,  240;  resignations  3;  courts  martial,  at  fort 
Monroe  32;  at  Knoxville,  for  the  trial  of  gen.  Wool 
49,  81;  opinion  of  the  court  152;  official  order  as  to 
the  cost  of  clothing,  equipage,  &c.  3:  long  march 
of  a detachment  otU.  S.  dragoons  240 

Atherton,  Mr.  of  N.  H. — see  congress  and  Fletcher 
Richard;  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  N.  H.  Pa- 
triot 315 

B. 

Back,  capt.  the  British  navigator  197 

Bainbridge,  the  late  commodore,  anecdote  of  32 
Baltimore-,  political  character  of  the  city  council 
192;  disastrous  fire  in  384 

“Baltimore  Republican”  145 

Banks  and  banking — see  specie  and  specie  pay- 
ments; circular  issued  by  direc  tion  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  bank  officers  of  New  York  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  about  specie  pay- 
ments 6;  answer  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  to  the 
proposition  of  the  New  York  banks  19;  runs  on 
banks,  history  of  IS;  the  Lumbermen’s  416;  drafts 
of  the  Bangor  400;  loans  of  the  Philadelphia  banks 
32;  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia  352;  the  Patterson 
352;  bank  of  Tennessee  400;  business  of  the  Suf- 
folk bank  of  Boston  400;  list  of  the  late  deposite 
banks  34: — see  congress;  the  old  State  bank  of  N. 
Carolina  240;  amount  of  protested  notes  held  by 
the  banks  in  New  Orleans  400;  judgment  in  the 
case  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  50;  bank  commis- 
sioners in  Massachusetts  355;  the  Girard  bank  162; 
condition  of  the  New  York  banks  194,  383;  of  the 
Pennsylvania  333;  of  the  Mississippi  416;  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  6,  19, 130, 117,  194,  209,  226; 
bank  convention  in  New  York,  &.c.  6,  19,  209,  226; 
the  Commonwealth  bank  of  Boston  321 — see  con- 
gress, money  mar/ret,  specie,  fyc. 

Bank  of  the  United  States — see  congress;  letter 
from  Langdon  Clieves  respectingS;  condition  of  the 
226;  prices  of  stock  19,  65,  81,  146,  225,  321;  agen- 
cy in  London  65,  321;  remarks  of  the  “Nat.  Intelli- 
gencer” on  the  course  of  the  government  146;  B. 
W.  Leigh’s  vindication  of  judge  Marshall’s  memory 
in  reference  to  50,  51;  letter  from  general  Samuel 
Smith  51 

Beaver  trapped  in  Pennsylvania  240 

Bell,  John,  of  Tenn.— see  congress;  dinner  to  210 
Bees,  industry  of  32 

Beet  sugar,  manufacture  of  210 

Bennett,  Aaron,  death  of  160 

Benton,  T.  H. — see  congress;  letter  from  to  a 
committee  of  the  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio 

10 

Bowie  knives,  act  of  the  state  of  Alabama  re- 
specting 3 5 


Bradley’s,  monument  to  the  memory  of  those  who 
were  massacred  by  the  Indians  in  1746  32 

Brazil — M.  D.  Albuquerque,  charge  d’affaires 
of,  arrives  in  Washington  1;  returns  to  Brazil  176; 
stagnation  of  business  at  the  capital  130;  declara- 
tion of  Bahia  401 

Breadstuff's—  see  flour  and  grain. 

British  affairs.  Presentation  of  Mr.  Fox,  the 
British  minister  at  Washington,  to  the  president  2; 
the  queen  prorogues  parliament  in  person  3,  4;  her 
lineal  descent  35;  anecdote  of  lord  Melbourne  and 
the  queen  147;  Burdett,  sir  Francis  4,  17;  extracts 
from  the  proclamation  of  the  king  of  Hanover  4; 
motion  of  col.  Thompson  in  the  house  of  commons 
as  to  foreign  princes  or  potentates  4;  imprisonment 
for  debt  4;  trades  and  professions  in  London  352; 
elections  4,  17;  Canadian  affairs — -the  president’s 
message  respecting,  & c.  372;  troops  for  Canada 

372; — see  Canada;  decline  of  the  royal  family  176 
Brown,  John,  dies  177 

Bonds  for  duties,  fees  on  82 

Boston — supply  of  water  in  224;  commerce  of  352 
Bouldin,  Mr.  of  Va. — see  congress;  declines  be- 
ing a candidate  for  re-election  241 

Buckingham,  Mr.  the  Asiatic  traveller  130,  164 
Buenos  Ayres — declaration  of  war  against  general 
Santa  Cruz  38 

C. 

Caldwell,  Dr.  Charles,  compliment  to  240 

Calhoun,  J.  C. — see  congress;  rumors  about  his 
opinions  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme  33;  his  speech 
on  the  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of  treasury  notes 
83  to  88;  letter  to  the  citizens  of  Edgefield  on  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  &c.  217;  his  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  “Intelligencer”  in  reply  to  certain  state- 
ments in  the  “Lynchburg  Virginian,”  with  the  re- 
plies of  Messrs.  Thompson,  Shepperd  and  Carter 

232,  283 

“ Camillas,”  the  essays  over  the  signature  of,  in 
the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  written  by  James  Gar- 
land ofVa.  1 

Canadian  provinces — insurrection  in,  &c. — see 
congress;  speech  of  the  governor  of  Lower  Canada 
to  the  provincial  parliament  5;  interesting  letter 
concerning  the  affairs  of  322;  McKenzie  241,  273, 
305;  Papineau  5,  179,  242,  273;  arrests  at  Quebec 
209;  affairs  generally  in  the  upper  and  lower  pro- 
vinces 163,  179,  209,  225,  241,  257,  337,  353,  401; 
gen.  Van  Renselear’s  despatch  No.  2,  353;  pro- 
clamation of  gen.  Suthertand354;  troops  for2U,  337, 

• 353;  attack  on  St.  Charles,  &c.  227;  evacuation  of 
i Navy  Island  337;  remarks  of  the  New  York  Ame- 
| rican  on  the  bloodshed  in  240;  message  of  Sir 
■ Francis  Head  290;  attack  on  the  Caroline  289, 
305 — see  congress;  official  accounts  305,  320,  321; 
proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  &c. 
289,  306,  307,  342;  message  of  the  governor  of  New 
York  and  proceedings  of  the  legislature  339;  de- 
parture of  general  Scott  for  the  Canada  frontier  305; 
at  Albany  386;  letters  from  386;  from  col.  Worth 
336;  excitement  at  Detroit,  gov.  Mason’s  proclama- 
tion, &c.  337 

Canals,  tolls  and  trade  of  var  ious  146,  162,  192, 
224,  240,  338,  354,  383 
Capital  punishment,  abolished  in  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  2 

Capitol  of  the  United  States,  improvements  in 
and  about  35 

Card  making  160 

Cargo,  valuable  193 

Cass,  Mr.  American  minister  at  Paris,  on  a visit 
to  Constantinople  49 

Cattle  show  at  Berkshire,  Mass.  192 

Catlin’s  gallery  of  Indian  portraits,  See.  384 
Cheves,  Langdon — see  Cooper,  Thomas;  letter 
from  relative  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  8;  on 
the  state  of  ttie  currency  and  sub-treasury  scheme 

215 


Chesapeake  bay,  gale  in  the  18 

China— commerce  with  240 

Cicognani,  signor,  late  U.  Slates  consul  at  Rome, 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  &c.  18 

Clay,  Henry — see  congress;  his  speech  on  the 
sub-treasury  bill  105  to  110 

Coal  trade  in  Pennsylvania  2,  162,  193 

Coast,  defence  of  the  193 

Congress,  statement  showing  the  commencement 

and  termination  of  each  session  of  38 

CONGRESSIONAL — PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  EXTRA  SESSION. 

Adams,  Mr.  see  Texas  and  11,  45,46,  47,  48,  GO,  62, 

63,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80,  93,  94,  102,  127,  128;  his  amend- 

ment to  Mr.  Pickens'  amendment  to  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  77;  his  ex- 
planation in  relation  to  the  proposition  to  investigate 
the  alleged  abuses  which  had  caused  the  Seminole  war 
100;  his  speech  upon  nouns,  pronouns  and  adverbs 
167  to  175;  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  states  185;  adjournment 
of  congress  65,  75,  78,  89,  94,  95,  124,  128;  Africa — re- 
moval of  free  negroes  and  manumitted  slaves  to  60; 
Alabama— district  court  for  the  northern  district  40,  41; 
ninth  judicial  district  in  40;alien,  Sherlock  S.  Gregory’s 
petition  to  make  him  an  60.;  Alleghany  college  23; 
Allan,  Mr  of  Vermont  23;  Allan,  Mr.  senator  irom 
Ohio  11,  40,  75;  American  state  papers,  distribution  of 
124;  appropriations— unexpended  &c.  43;  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  relative  to  60;  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  60,  61,  124,  127;  appropri- 
ations, general  91,  124,  127;  Arlcansas — circuit  court  in 
59;  Atherton,  Mr.  64 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales — amount  due  from,  &c. 
64;  bonds  of  96,  100;  Bell,  Mr.  of  Tennessee  24  42: 
44,  48,  61,  64,  78,  79, 92, 93;  amendment  to  Mr.  Wise’s 
amendment  to  the  report  ot  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  against  a national  bank  78;  substitute  for  the 
bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  surplus  revenue  92; 
bank,  a national — memorials  in  favor  of  and  against 
&c.  23, 40,  45, 57,  58,  60,  64,75;  Mr.  Wright's  report  011 
59,  60,  75;  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  77,  78,  96;  Mr.  Wise’s 
amendment  78;  Mr.  Bell’s  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment 78;  Mr.  Pope’s  amendment  73;  Mr.  Sherrod 
William’s  resolulion  80;  Mr.  Sergeant’s  remarks  93, 94; 
Mr.  Ewing’s  amendment  94;  debate  and  proceedings 
in  the  senate  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance 
152;  banks— deposite  list  of  &c.  34;  correspondence 
with  78;  hill  to  adjust  the  payment  of  ihe  claims  on  41 

64,  59;  [see  deposite  banks]  the  State  bank  of  Missouri  48’, 
62,  64,  80;  amount  of  specie  in  80;  bill  to  revoke  the’ 
charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  52, 
62;  acts  of  the  state  legislatures  relative  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  paymenis  48;  bankrupt  laws  62,  64  99- 
Bayard,  Mr.  89;  Benton,  Mr.  40,  58,  75,  76,  99;  Biddle- 
Mr-  24,  42  43,  48,  64,  78,  79,  103;  Black,  Mr.  ot  Miss! 
40;  Bond,  Mr.  of  Ohio  16,73,  101;  bonds,  the  hill  to 
extend  the  period  ol  the  payment  of  the  duties  un  etc 
41,  58,  60,  64,  78,  93,  99,  104,  105,  121;  the  law  for 
149;  petitions  relative  to  53;  Mr.  Dunn’s  resolution  re- 
lative to  the  amount  which  will  have  to  he  renewed 
&e.  78,  93;  [see  duties,  <j-c.J  Boon,  Mr.  20,  22.  45,  60’ 
77;  Bouldin,  Mr.  22;  Brazil — intercourse  with  ’ 79- 
Briggs,  Mr.  21,  22,  64,  99,  103,  125;  Branson,  Mr.  21 
77,  80;  Brown,  Mr.  of  N.  C.  57,  88;  Buchanan,  Mr’ 
of  the  senate,  11,  23,  40,  52,  55,  56,  59,  75,  83  89  99- 
Buchanan,  Mr.  of  the  house  76,  95;  Bynum,  Mr!  2u’, 

Calhoun,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  40,  42,  53,  56.  57,  58  53  gip 
amendment  to  the  sub-treasury  hill  58,  59, ’75-’  his’ 
speech  on  the  hill  to  authorise  an  issue  of’ treasury 
notes  83  to  88;  Calhoon,  Mr.  of  Kv.  48;  Calls  of  thi 
house  77,  /8;  Cambreleng,  Mr.  43,  44,  45  46  48  60 
6L  63.  61,  75,  77,  78,  79,  80,  91,  93,  91,  lo’l,  To-1  125* 
127;  Campbell,  Mr.  62;  Carr,  Overton,  elected ’door 
keeper  ot  the  house  11;  Carter,  Mr.  125;  Casey  Mr.  60- 
Ca listen,  J.  H.  his  memorial  125;  cent  pieces,  new 
dies  for  41;  Cham  hers,  Mr.  of  Kv-  76,  78;  chaplain  of 

,«alri40’  u124’  °,i  llle  h”use  Chapman, 

an  iM3,/^hwatha,n’  VIr'  4'2;  Clarke,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  16, 
80,  126;  Claiborne,  Mr.  20;  clerks  and  attendants,  ex- 
tra  compensation  to  125;  clerk  of  the  house,  election  of 

11;  Columbia  river,  territory  on  101;  committees [in 

the  senate]  appointment  of  23;  list  of  the  standing  23: 
[U  the  hour-]  appointment  of  &c.  21;  list  of  'he  stand- 
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ing  42;  action  of  the  standing  44;  committee  of  the 
whole  43;  Crary,  Mr.  42;  Cushing,  Mr.  remarks  on  the 
organization  ot  the  house  11;  see  19,  20,  21,  45,  48,  77, 
103,  125;  Cushman,  Mr.  80,  199;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ky.  11, 
23,  57,  59,  75,  89,  99;  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill  105  to  110;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ala.  11,  40,  57,  59,  90; 
Clayton,  Mr.  89;  Conner,  Mr.  16,  103;  Crittenden,  Mr. 
57,  76,  99:  Cumberland  road,  superintendant  of  75 
District  of  Columbia — revocation  of  bank  char- 
ters in  52,  62,  99;  documents  relating  to  the  cession 
of  127;  abolition  of  slavery  in  62,  79,  88;  circulation 
of  bank  notes  in  99,  125;  district  attorneys,  fees  ot 
89,  99,  105;  disbursing  officers,  money  in  the  hands 
of  43;  Davis,  Mr.  senator  from  Massaschusetts  23,  75; 
Dawson,  Mr.  22,  48,  80;  his  substitute  for  the  bill  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  deposite  law  63,  64,  125, 
127;  deposite  banks — [see  banks,  fyc. J bill  for  adjusting 
the  remaining  claims  on  41,  59,  64,  100,  105,  124,  126; 
remarks  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana  124;  Dickens,  Asbu- 
ry,  elected  secretary  of  the  senate  40;  deposites  with 
the  states,  [see  revenue,  surplus]-,  door  keeper  of  the 
senate  11;  of  the  house  11;  Duncan,  Mr.  of  Ohio  45, 
64,  78,  80;  Dunn,  Mr.  78,  93;  duties  on  bonds,  [see 
bonds],  remission  of  on  goods  destroyed  by  fire  58,  59, 

75,  93;  amount  of  unpaid  64,  73,  93;  [see  district  attor- 
neys fees. 

Elections,  Mississippi,  contested  20,  62;  Mr.  Ghol- 
son’s  resolution  to  rescind  the  order  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  standing  committees  in  relation  to  &c.  48; 
his  resolution  directing  the  committee  to  report  upon  the 
certificate  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  62;  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  and  proceedings 
thereon  76,  77,  79,  80,  91,  95,  96;  Mr  Maury’s  amend- 
ment 79;  Elmore,  Mr.  102;  Egg-harbor  improvement 
of  101;  Evans,  Mr.  96;  Everett,  Mr.  of  Vermont  21, 
62,  64,  77,  105,  125;  Ewing,  Mr.  of  Indiana  43,  44, 63, 
69,  76,  78,  79,  94:  his  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  establishment  of  a U.  S.  bank  94; 
executive  sessions  23,  75;  expenditures,  objects  of  that 
can  be  dispensed  with  43;  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  relative  thereto  60;  exploring  expedition, 
causes  of  the  detention  of  78,  96,  99;  express  mail,  cost 
of  transporting,  &c.  79;  [see  post  office  department \ 

Fillmore,  Mr.  77;  fire,  remission  of  duties  on  goods 
destroyed  by  58,  59,  75,  93,  127;  see  duties,  bonds,  Spc. 
fire  arms — flail’s  improvements  in  40;  experiments  in, 
&c.  59,  89;  Florida  war — see  Indians  and  appropria-. 
tions  and  62;  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  as  to  the  delays,  &c. 
in  the  prosecution  of  64,  76,  99,  101,  105,  125;  Mr 
Adam’s  do.  100;  Foster,  Mr.  22;  fourth  instalment — see 
revenue,  surplus;  Feutchwanger,  Dr.  his  memoria  lrela- 
tive  to  new  dies  five  cent  pieces  41;  franking  privilege 
23;  Franklin,  Walter  S.  elected  clerk  of  the  house  11; 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury’s  letter  relative  to  the  pay 
of  members  of  the  house  2;  frontier,  protection  of 
against  Indians,  &c.  7d;  Fry,  Mr.  of  Pa,  70,  80,  Ful 
ton,  Mr.  59;  funds,  modes  which  have  been  adopted  to 
keep  48  62 

Garland,  Mr.  of  Va.  11,  61,  62,  64,  76,  77,  104,  105; 
his  resolution  relative  to  the  correspondence  of  the  sec- 
retary with  the  deposite  banks,  &c.  60;  his  counter 
project  for  the  collection,  &c.  of  the  public  revenue  62, 
104;  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  scheme  200  to  207  and 
218  to  223;  Garland,  Mr.  of  Lou.  93,  94, 128;  Gholson, 
Mr.  see  elections  and  22,  48,  62,  76,  77,  79,  80,  91, 
95,  96;  Graves,  Mr.  80,  127;  his  speech  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill  133  to  144;  Great  Britain,  mode  in  which 
the  revenues  are  carried  into  the  exchequer  60;  Gren- 
nell,  Mr.  47,  103;  Grundy,  Mr.  23,  40,  88,  89,  90;  Har- 
lan, Mr.  of  Ky.  63,  80;  Haynes,  Mr.  46,  47,  48,  63,  76, 
77,  93,  99,  123:  Haight,  Siephen,  elected  sergeant-at- 
arms  of  the  senate  11;  Hamer,  Mr.  16,  20,  42,  63,  80; 
Harrison,  Mr.  77,  100;  Herod,  Mr.  45;  Halstead,  Mr. 

76,  101;  Hoffman,  Mr.  105,  125;  speech  on  the  sub- 

treasury 115;  Holsey,  Mr.  21,  48;  hour  of  meeting— 
of  the  senate  75; — of  the  house  76;  house  of  representa- 
tives— rules  and  orders  of  11,  24,  46,  60,  61,  62;  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  house  62;  debate  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  house  11,  19;  diagrams  of  23;  restoration 
of  the  seats  to  their  former  position  128;  Hunter,  Mr. 
R.  T.  105;  Howard,  Mr.  46,  47,  48,  53,  80,  100,  102; 
Hubbard,  Mr.  23,  40,  75 

Illinois,  dona  ion  of  lands  in  60;  Indian  hostilities— 
see  Florida  war,  appropriations  to  suppress  60,  62,  75; 
employed  in  the  service  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Florida  war,  62,  64;  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  as  to  the 
delays  &c.  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war  64: 
Mr.  Adams’  100;  insurance  companies,  memorials  from 


certain 


75 


Jenifer,  Mr.  45,  63,  78,  80;  Johnson,  R.  M.  vice 
president,  takes  the  chair  ot  the  senate  11;  John- 
son, Mr.  of  Md.  45,  77,  79,  94,  127,  199;  his  resolution 
in  reference  to  the  bill  for  issuing  treasury  notes  94;  his 
remarks  in  relation  to  an  adjournment  94,  05;  resolu- 
tion in  reference  to  the  hall  of  the  house.125;  his  le- 
marks  on  the  bill  to  limit  the  time  for  issuing  treasury 
notes  48;  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  283  and 
301;  Johnson,  Mr.  of  Lou.  45,  78,  80;  joint  rules,  sus- 
pension of  124;  Jones,  Mr  of  Va.  64;  Jesup,  general- 
see  Florida  war;  letter  to  the  adjutant  general  ol  the 
army  explanatory  of  his  motives  in  asking  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  command  of  the  army  in  Florida  1J 
Kent,  Mr.  124;  King,  Mr.  of  Geo.  75;  speech  on  the 
sub  treasury  bill  117;  King,  Mr.  of  Ala.  23,  11,  40,  57 

54,  59,  88,  99 

Lands,  the  public,  resolution  of  Mr.  Clav.  of  Ala. 
relative  to  sales  of,  &c.  50;  resolution  of  Mr.  Martin  63; 
Mr.  Ewing’s  resolution  in  relation  to  the  amount  of 
specie,  &c.  received  for  76,  79;  laws,  which  will  ex- 
pire with  the  present  session  79.  91,  99;  Legare,  Mr. 
104,  125;  Lewis,  Mr.  of  Ala.  42,  128;  Ins  amendment 


to  the  sub-treasury  bill  128;  library  of  congress— joint 
committee  of  the  sepate  41;  life  preserver,  Gardiner’s 
57;  Lincoln,  Mr.  60,  125;  Linn,  Mr.  11,  40,  65;  liquors 
spirituous*  sale  of  within  the  capital  58;  Loomis,  Mr. 
48,  62,  76;  Luna,  Flora  Lisettcf  76;  Lyon,  Mr.  of  Ala- 
bama 62 

Martin,  Mr.  64,  79,  80,  127;  his  resolutions  relative 
to  the  public  lands  63,  64;  his  amendment  to  the  bill  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  4th  instalment  77;  Madi- 
son, manuscripts  of  the  late  James  40,  76,  79,  99,  125; 
maps,  directions  relative  to  the  printing  of  44;  Maung 
Mr.  77,  79;  mail  routes  in  Mississippi  23;  Mallory,  Mr. 
79;  McKay,  Mr.  21,  42,  62,  101;  McKean,  Mr.  of  Pa. 
40;  McKim,  Mr.  93;  McKennan,  Mr.  22;  members  of 
congress,  pay  of  2;  Mr.  Biddle’s  motion  relative  to  the 
seeretary  of  the  treasury’s  circular  24,  42;  report  of  the 
secretary  in  answer  thereto  72;  list  of  10;  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  11;  organization  of  11, 19;  mode 
of  payment  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  127;  Menefee,  Mr. 
80;  merchants  bonds,  tees  due  on  the  renewal  of  88;  see 
bonds,  duties,  &c. — merchandise,  a bill  to  authorise  it  to 
be  deposited  in  the  public  stores  52,  59, 62,  75,  99;  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  11,  19,  20,  46,  61,  62,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80,  93,  94; 
Mexico — see  Texas  and  Adams,  Mr.:  boundary  between 
and  the  U.  S.  cession  of  territory,  &c.  correspondence 
with  the  government  of  the  U.  S.  &c.  45,  46,  47,  48,  96, 
102;  message  of  the  president  11  to  16;  see  “messages:” 
debate  on  printing,  in  the  senate  11;  in  the  house  16; 
reference  ot  in  the  senate  17;  reference  of  in  the  house 
43;  Mississippi  contested  election,  see  elections  and  20, 
48,  62,  76,  77,  79;  Mississippi  river,  ports  of  entry  on 
58,  59;  Moore,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  125;  Morris,  Mr.  of  the 
senate  75;  Morris,  Mr.  M.  of  Pa.  76,  78;  Morris,  Mr.  S. 
W.  of  Pa.  74;  money,  the  public,  methods  which  have 
been  adopted  for  its  safe  keeping  48,  62;  see  treasury 
system,  surplus  revenue,  &c. 

Naylor,  Mr.  of  Pa.  125;  petition  against  his  election 
60;  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  125;  newspapers 
for  members  21;  Niles,  Mr.  53,  56,  58,  59,  75,  124;  North 
Eastern  boundary,  correspondence  with  the  British  go- 
vernment respecting  45  ,48,  78,  79, 124;  Norvell,  Mr.  412 
Owens,  Mr.  16,  101 

Palmer,  Mr.  128;  patents,  committee  on  23;  Patton, 
Mr.  of  Va.  16,  20, 21, 22,  62,  63,  79,  96,  99;  pay  of  mem- 
bers, letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  clerk 
of  the  house  relative  to  2;  Mr.  Biddle’s,  resolution  24, 
42;  reply  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  Mr.  Biddle’s 
resolution  72,  78,  79;  Paynter,  Mr.  60;  Pennypacker, 
Mr.  79;  Perine,  Dr.  88:  petitions,  announcement  of  the 
speaker  that  they  will  be  in  order  42;  Mr.  F.  O.  J. 
Smith’s  motion  relative  thereto  44;  opinion  of  the 
speaker  thereon  45;  Petriken,  Mr.  11,  79;  Phillips,  Mr. 
103,  104;  Pickens,  Mr.  47,  60,  61,  103,  104;  synopsis  of 
his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  104;  speech  at  length 
110  to  112;  Polk,  James  K.  elected  speaker  11;  see 
speaker;  Pope,  Mr.  of  Ky.  22,  77,  101,  127;  his  amend- 
ment to  the  report  ol  the  cominuree  or  ways  ana  means 
against  a national  bank  78;  bis  speech  on  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  132  to  138;  post  office,  report  of  the  post  mas- 
ter general  25;  postage,  payment  of  in  advance  when 
sent  by  the  express  mail  89,  9J,  103;  peremption  law  75; 
president  of  the  U.  S.  joint  committee  to  wait  on  and 
inform  him  that  both  houses  are  ready  for  business, 
&c.  1 1;  president’s  message,  reception  of,  printing,  &c. 
in  the  senate  1 1;  in  the  house  16;  the  message  11  to  16;  re- 
ference of  in  the  senate  43;  reference  of  in  the  house  43; 
Preston,  Mr.  57,  83,  89,  99;  his  remarks,  &c.  on  anti- 
slavery  petitions  83;  printer  to  the  house  16;  ballottings, 
motions,  &c.  23;  a printer  elected  24;  debate  on  the 
election  of  21;  see  remarks  of  the  Intelligencer,  Globe  and 
Madisonian  22,  23.  21,  69 

Randolph,  Peyton,  his  portrait  presented  to  congress 
by  Richard  Randolph,  through  Mr.  Wise  of  Va.  61; 
Rariden,  Mr.  77;  receivers  of  public  money,  returns 
from  94;  Reed,  Mr.  20,  78,  80;  Roncher,  Mr.  78;  “re- 
trenchment and  reform,’’  memorial  in  favor  of  60;  reve- 
nue, mode  of  collecting  in  Great  Britain  and  France  60; 
new  inode  for  the  collection  and  custody  of; — see  trea- 
sury system;  the  surplus,  postponement  of  the  payment 
ot  the  4th  instalment  40,42,45,  53,  51,  56,  65;  yeas 
and  nays  on  amendments  to,  and  on  the  passage  of  the 
lull  in  the  senate  56,  57,  65;  proceedings  on  the  bill  in 
the  house  62,  63,  61,  75,  77,  73,  80,  91;  Mr.  Dawson’s 
substitute  63,  61;  Mr.  Pickens’  amendment  64,  78,  92; 
Mr.  Martin’s  77;  Mr.  Underwood’s  77,  78,  79;  Mr. 
Adams’  77,  78,  92;  Mr.  Bell’s  92;  Mr.  Mason’s  92;  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  &c.  80,  91;  see 
yeas  and  nays;  revenue  bonds; — see  bonds,  duties;  Rheif, 
M r. 20.  21,  77,  91,  101;  roads,  tile  Cumberland  23;  Rives, 
Mr.  of  i he  senate  11,  53,  53,  75,  76;  his  bill  to  designate 
the  funds  receivable  in  payment  ot  the  revenue  ot  the 
governmenl59,  89;  Rives,  Mr.  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tativesSO;  Roane,  Mr.  11;  Robertson,  Mr.  of  Va.  1G,  20, 
21,  22,  42,  76,  78,  93,  105,  128;  Ruggles,  Mr.  of  Me.  40; 
rules  and  orders,  amendments  ot,  &e.  of  the  senate  23; 
of  the  house  24,  46. 60,  61,  62;  to  be  primed  for  the  use  ol 
the  house  . *>2 

Scotland,  memorial  of  a native  ol,  praying  tor  natu- 
ralization 76;  Scott,  general;— see  general  department.; 
Mr.  Patton’s  resolutions  relative  to  his  recall,  and  the 
proceedings  ol  the  court  of  inquiry  at  Fredericktown, 
Md.  63,  99;  secretary,  private  of  the  president  11;  of  the 
senate  40;  senate,  hour  of  meeting  of  the  53,  57;  Ser- 
geant, Mr.  78, 79,  93, 91;  sergeant  at  arms,  of  the  senate 
11-  of  the  house  11;  session',  daily  cost  of  both  houses 
78;  Sevier,  Mr.  41,65;  Shields,  Mr.  63;  Smith,  Mr.  of 
Indiana  60;  Smith,  Mr.  of  Maine  44,  127;  specie,  im- 
ports of,  &c.  50;  specie  payments— see  banks,  revenue, 
surplus,  &c.;  acts  of  the  state  legislatures  relative  to  the 
suspension  of  48;  speaker,  election  of  11;  announces 
that  petitions  will  be  in  order  43;  his  opinion  upon  the 


rule  relative  thereto  45;  Southard,  Mr.  40,  90;  Snyder 
48,  80;  Standifer,  the  late  Mr.  of  Tenn.  annunciation 
of  his  death  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  proceedings  thereon  24; 
Slade,  Mr.  103;  slavery — see  District  of  Columbia;  slave- 
ry, memorial  against  the  admission  of  a state  into  the 
union  which  tolerates  76;  slaves  exported  80;  Stanley, 
Mr.  79,  80,  91;  Stone,  Mr.  100;  Strange,  Mr.  of  N.  C. 
11,  60,  75;  sub-treasury — ‘see  treasury;  surplus  revenue 
— see  revenue. 

Taliaferro,  Mr.  63;  Tallmadge,  Mr.  56,  57,  75,90; 
synopsis  of  his  speech  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
sub-treasury  scheme  75;  his  speech  at  length  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill  155  to  159;  Taylor,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  22,  78; 
Teackle,  Littleton  D.  his  report  on  monetary  affairs  45; 
Texas,  memorials  against  the  annexation  of  40,  41,  52, 
57,  5S,  59,  60,  63,  75, 76,  78,  79,  80,  88,  91,  94,  99;  Mr! 
Adams’  resolutions  calling  for  copies  of  correspondence 
relative  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  U.  States,  45, 
46,  48;  his  resolution  as  to  the  power  of  congress  to  an- 
nex the  people  of  any  foreign  state  to  this  union  62,  63; 
Thomas,  Mr.  21, 64, 79,  99,  128;  Toland,  Mr.  80,  91, 93; 
Thompson,  Mr.  of  S.  C.47,  76, 103,  125;  Tillinghast,  Mr. 
77;  Tipton,  Mr.  88;  Titus,  Mr.  104,  105;  tobacco  trade, 
measures  adopted  relative  to  the  63;  Towns,  Mr.  80. 

Treasury  department — see  “ reports ” —reception  of  a 
report  from  16;  extra  copies  to  be  printed,  reference  of, 

' &c.  23;  the  report  25  to  31;  accompanying  documents 
34;  the  secretary’s  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  rela- 
tive to  the  payment  of  members  2;  Mr.  Biddle’s  mo- 
tion relative  thereto  24,  42;  report  of  the  secretary 
thereon  72,  78,  79;  letter  of  the  secretary  in  relation  to 
appropriations  unexpended,  &c.  60;  relative  to  the  state 
bank  of  Missouri  64;  letter  from  the  secretary  in  rela- 
tion to  the  number  of  sub-treasurers  which  would  be  re- 
quired under  Mr  Cambreleng’s  bill  94 

Treasury,  the,  Mr.  Cumbreling’s  estimate  of  the  state 
of  63,  93;  treasury  building,  Mr.  Johnson’s  resolution 
relative  to  the  ptan  of  the  79,  93;  Mr.  Everett’s  125;  Tu- 
dor, William,  diplomatic  correspondence  of  79 

Treasury  notes,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  41,  46, 
57,  53,  93,  96,  99,  101,  102;  Mr.  Toland’s  resolution  re- 
lative thereto  91,  93;  contracts  to  print  101. 

Treasury,  the  sub  system,  Mr.  Wright’s  bill  to  establish 
the,  &c.  52,  58,  59,  60,  75,  76,  80,  88,  89;  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
amendment  53,  59,  75;  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment 89;  yeas  and  nays  oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  King  of 
Geo.  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  75;°Mr. 
Hubbard’s  amendment  ?!!:  Mr.  Benton’s  amendments 
76, 89;  Mr.Rives’  dosSS^SS;  Mr.  Preston’s  89;  Mr.  Buch- 
anan’s 89;  Mr.  MorriV89;  Mr.  Strange’s  89— see  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  senate;  the  bill  as  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  senate  90;  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  89;  on  its  passage  91; 
Mr.  Cambreling’s  bill  61,  64:  Mr.  Garland’s  counter 
project  62;  Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment  96;  Mr.  Stan- 
ley’s resolution  as  to  the  number  of  treasurers,  build- 
in irs,  0£-c.  wiiicii  wuuu  uc  i^uucii,  ooc.  tv,  ui,  hjlf. 
Woodbury’s  reply  94;  proceedings  of  the  house  on  the 
bill  from  the  senate  96,  104,  125,  126;  Mr.  Dawson’s 
amendment  125;  Mr.  Palmer’s  128;  Mr.  Lewis’ do.  128; 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table  126;  on  laying  the  motion  of  reconsideration  on 
the  table  126 

Underwood,  Mr.  22,  61,  77,  78,  125;  his  amendment 
to  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  4th  instalment 

77,  100 

Vice  president  takes  the  chair  of  the  senate  11;  au- 
thorized to  appoint  the  standing  committees  23;  visiters, 
seats  for,  in  the  house  76;  volunteers,  payment  of  125. 

Walker,  Mr.  56,  57,  58,  75,  76;  Wall,  Mr.  59,  99; 
Webster,  Mr.  senator  from  Mass.  23,  40,  52,  53,  54,  55, 
56,  88,89, 124;  western  frontier,  protection  of  124;  wheat, 
quantity  of,  &c.  imported  63,  101;  Wisconsin,  public  do. 
cuments  for  99;  Whittlesey,  Mr.  of  O.  16,  24, '44,  63,  76, 
77,  80,  101,  102;  Williams,  Mr.  Sherrod  80;  resolutions 
relative  to  a national  bank  80;  Williams,  Mr  N.  C. 
16,  20,  44,  61,  77,  78,  79,  103;  Williams,  Mr.  C.  H. 
of  Tenn.  76,  77,  126;  Williams,  Mr.  J L.  of  Tenn.  79; 
Wise,  Mr.  20,  22,  44,  46,  47,  64,  76,  78,  80,  93,  99,  101, 
125,  126,  127;  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  against  a national  bank  78; 
amendment  to  the  treasury  note  bill  101;  memorial  pre- 
sented by  to  furnish  husbands  at  public  expense  to  fe- 
male petitioners  99;  see  Florida  war;  Wright,  Mr.  11, 
23,  40, 4 1 , 42, 52, 53. 55,  57,  53,  59  75,  88,  89,  99, 124;  see 
treasury  system;  Wver,  Edward,  elected  door-keeper 
of  the  senate  11 

Yell,  Mr.  42,  65. 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate — on  Mr.  Buchanan’s 
amendments  to  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of 
the  4th  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  ot>;  a cor- 
rect list  ol  65;  on  Mr.  Tallmadge’s  amendment  thereto 
56;  on  engrossing  the  bill  as  amended  for  a third  read- 
ing 57;  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  ol  the  house 
89;  on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  issue  treasury 
notes  58;  oil  Mr.  Walker’s  amendment  to  prevent  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  notes  issued  53;  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  bo  engrossed  53;  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
King  of  Geo.  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Wright’s  sub-treasury  bill  urnil  December  next  75;  on 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment  thereto  89;  on  Mr.  Rives* 
substitute_8£k-on  Mr.  Preston’.s  substitute  89;  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed  89;  on  its  passage  91;  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  discussion  on  the  report  ol  the  com-, 
mittee  of  finance  in  relation  to  a national  bank  153, 
155. 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house — on  Mr.  Boon’s  reso- 
lutio  i to  elect  a printer,  viva  voce  23;  on  Mr.  Petriken’s 
j motion  to  lay  Mr.  Adams’  resolution  calling  for  corres- 
pondence relative  to  any  propositions  which  may  have 
been  made  by  Texas  to  this  government  (or  the  ann?x- 
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ation  of  that  republic  to  the  U.  States,  on  the  table  47; 
on  an  amendment  to  the  36th  rule  of  the  house  relative 
to  the  previous  question  61;  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  against  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank  on  the  table  77;  on  Mr.  Biddle’s  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  a resolution 
to  refer  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  re- 
lation to  specie  payments  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  79;  on  deciding  that  the  main  question  shall  be 
put  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  4th  in- 
stalment 91;  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  80;  on  re- 
considering the  vote  92;  on  Mr.  Adams’  amendment 
02;  on  Mr.  Pickens’  do.  92;  on  again  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading  93;  on  ordering  the  previous  question 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in 
relation  to  a national  bank  96;  on  the  adoption  of  the 
report  96;  on  Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment  to  the  bill 
for  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
100,  101;  on  ordering  the  sub-treasury  bill  of  the  senate 
to  lie  on  the  table  126;  on  laying  a motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  table  126;  on  settling  the  claims  of  the 
deposite  banks  — 128 

Message  of  the  president  at  the  opening  of  the  extra 
session  11  to  16 

REPORTS,  &C. 

Report  from,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  16;  the  report 
at  length  25  to  31;  accompanying  documents  31;  see 
treasury  department. 

Report  from  the  post  office  department;  of  the  post  mas- 
ter general  to  the  president  25 

CONGRESSIONAL — REGULAR  SESSION,  DECEMBER,  1837. 

Abolition,  anti- petition,  259;  Adams,  Mr.  see  slave- 
ry tn  the  District  oj  Columbia,  Mexico  and  Texas  and  252, 
253,  254,  253,  259,  260,  262,  230,  231,  323,  329,  376,  331, 
410,411,412;  accounts  unsettled  on  the  books  of  the 
4th  auditor  239;  Alabama,  volunteers  253;  two  per  cent 
fund  of  339;  new  land  district  in.  250;  annexation  of  a 
part  of  W.  Florida  to  326;  pension  agency  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  326,  331;  district  court  in  293,  351,  365; 
Allen,  Mr.  of  Ohio  230;  Allen,  Mr.  of  the  senate  253, 
303,  339;  Arkansas,  certain  land  claims  in  227;  military 
road  in  404;  acts  of  the  late  governor  of  291;  lands  for 
schools  in  293;  army  of  the  U.  S.  (see  pensions),  old  4th 
regiment  260;  enlistment,  clothing,  &c.  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  411;  increase  of  307;  bill  to  increase  the  present 
military  establishment  343;  compensation  of  officers  of 
359;  armory,  a national  233;  on  the  western  waters  239; 
Atherton,  Mr.  255;  see  general  department,  pp.  199,  254, 
255,  263,293,  315;  appropriation  bills,  various  292,  295, 
350,  330;  for  the  Florida  war  350,  351,3.53,  359 

Baltimore,  tonnage  on  vessels  arriving  at  260;  Bank 
of  the  U.  States,  returns  of  the  307,  321;  amount  of  the 
protested  draft  reduced  by  364,  338;  suits  to  which  it  is 
a party  376,331;  circulation  of  the  notes  of  390,  391;  re- 
removal of  Jeremiah  Mason  from  the  Portsmouth 
□ ranch  4Jo;  t>uui»  c,i,r.iCTr^j  as  Jeposnorles  aaiT  oaa, 
dividends  on  the  stock  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  252,  292:  names  of  all  banks  that  declined 
receiving  the  public  deposites,  &e.  339;  Bank  of  the 
Commonwealth  at  Boston  326,  316,  362.  373,  339;  the 
sergeant  at  arms  of  the  house  and  the  bank  of  the  Me-' 
tropolis  323,  367;  Bayard,  Mr.  251,  291,  397;  Bell,  Mr. 
239,  294,  323,  331,  406,  411;  Benton,  Mr.  250,  273,  2S0, 
291;  Biddle,  Mr.  232,  351;  B ankets,  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  362;  Bond,  Mr.  252  332,  411;  bonds,  payment 
oi  certain  duty,  ifcc.  350,  353;  loss  occasioned  by  the 
non-pavment  of3t5;  renewed  411;  books  for  members 
353,  365,  366;  for  committee  rooms  339;  Boon,  Mr.  233, 
260;  Bouldin,  Mr.  292;  bounty  lands,  surrender  of,  &c. 
250;  Boston,  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of 404, 
403;  boys,  employment  of  in  merchant  vessels  260; 
Briggs,  Mr.  239,  259,  292,  323;  Bronson,  Mr.  259;  Bu- 
clnnan,  Mr.  of  the  senate  251,  292,  307,  333,  374,  378, 
464,  406;  his  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
the  northern  frontier  323,  324;  on  presenting  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  post- 
ponement of  the  sub-treasury  bill  404;  Buffalo  harbor, 
improvement  of  260;  Bynum,  Mr.  351;  buildings,  pub- 
lic, expenditures  on  = 259 

Canada,  president’s  message  to  congress  in  relation 
to  the  proceedings  on  the  frontier  of  239,  306;  his  pro- 
clamation  239;  discussion  in  the  senate  306;  attack  on 
the  Caroline,  the  president’s  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents  239,  303, 3 42;  debate  on  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives 309;  extra  copies  of  330;  call  for  informa- 
tion relative  to  340;  letters  from  the  secretary  of  state  to 
gov.  Marcy.  and  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  northern 
d. strict  of  New  VorV-  nn.i  ft,.  ,i;. of  Ver-( 
mont  312;  bills  to  protect  the  northern  frontier,  to  pre- 
serve neutral  relations,  and  to  prevent  crimes  against 
the  U.  .States,  &c. — in  the  senate,  323,  326,  327,  350;  in 
the  house,  405,  407,  403,  412,  413;  appropriations  for  the 
protection  of  351;  coios,  punishment  for  counterfeiting 
foreign  277,  391;  colonization  society,  use  of  the  hall  of 
the  house  for  the  meeting  of  252;  Calhoun,  Mr.  of  S.  C. 
257,  253,  239,  291,  306,  326,  327,  339,  404,  405;  his  reso- 
lutions relative  to  slavery,  &c.  297; — see  shivery , Ac. 
Calhoun,  Mr.  of  Mass.  260;  Camhreling,  Mr.  252,255, 
230,  319,406;  Campbell,  Mr.  of  Term.  411;  Casey,  Mr. 
327;  Carter,  Mr.  of  Teiin.  239,  252,  2.43;  Chambers,  Mr. 
259;  Chapman,  Mr.  252, 411:  chaplains,  election  of,  &e. 
237,  238,  252;  Chesapeake  bay,  beacons,  &•■.  o.i  the, 
cost  of  251;  Gilley,  Mr.  294,331;  claims,  reference  of 
certain  memorials  to  the  committee  on,  &c.  252,  331; 
hoard  of  253,  291;  of  states,  interest  on  290;  Clark,  Mr. 
331;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ky.  250,  251,  258,  277,  273,  230,  290, 
305,  326.  327,  343,  353,  359,  369,  363,  374,  375,  339,  404, 
40a;  for  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  see  vol.  LIV. 
his  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  senator  Kent  236, 
r 1 -’P?r,  Dr  T.  relief  et  326;  Cl  -y,  Mr  -f  Al;  850,  253; 


Clayton,  Mr.  250;  Clinch,  Duncan  L.  relief  of  307;  Cof- 1 depredations  committed  by  the  Seminoles  and  Creeks 
fin,  Mr.  260;  clock  for  the  hall  of  the  house  239;  coast;  362:  Cherokees  in  Georgia.  hr.r . 259.  294:  maitp  nrienn 
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public  vessels  to  cruise  on  250, 251, 255, 256;  coast  survey 
252;  contingent  fund,  of  the  senate  237;  of  the  house  233, 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments  254, 
362;  copy  right,  security  of,  &c.  250,  353,  390;  Columbia 
river,  territory  on  the  23f,  342;  cordage  from  foreign 
hemp  250,  253:  committee  to  wait  upon  the  president 
and  inform  him  that  both  houses  are  organized  231 
238;  standing,  of  the  senate  237;  of  the  house  238,  251; 
joint  of  the  library  250,  252;  select  on  various  subjects 

253,  329;  on  enrolled  bills  259;  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Underwood’s  proposed  amendments  to 
294;  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  as  to  the  appointment  of 
members  of  congress  to  office  294,  351;  Mr.  Bell’s 
amendment  restricting  the  re-election  of  a president 
411;  Mr.  Dromgoole|s  as  to  the  mode  of  electing  a pre- 
sident, &c.  411;  Craig,  Mr.  239;  crimes,  punishment  of 
certain  against  the  U States  250,  253,  291,  292;— see 
Canada;  Crittenden,  Mr.  250,  374;  currency,  evils  re- 
sulting from  the  state  of  the  390;  Cumberland  road, 
guard  posts  on  239,  252,  367;  extension  of,  &c.  250,  256, 
280,318;  superintendant  of  256;  appropriation  for  292; 
Curtis,  Mr.  280,  293;  Cushing,  Mr.  260,  294,  327,  329, 
349,  350,  351,  330;  Cushman,  Mr.  259;  eustoni  house 
bonds,  number  of  306;  branch  of  the  public  service  358; 
see  duties,  bonds,  Sfc. 

Defaulters  public,  correspondence  in  relation  to,  names 
of,  &c.  380,  391,  403;  Davee,  Mr.  327;  Davis,  Mr.  250, 
291,  306,  303,  324,  327,  315,  316,  358,  408;  Dawson,  Mr. 
256,  259,  260  294,  406;  District  of  Columbia,  see  slavery; 
currency  in  250,  253,  262,  277,  278;  discussion  on  the 
bill  to  restrict  the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  277,  278, 
279;  institution  for  the  blind  in  404;  dividends  on  the 
stock  of  banks  in  252;  charters  of  the  banks  in  292; 
correspondence  of  with  the  treasury  department  361; 
proposition  to  give  the  inhabitants  a delegate  in  con- 
gress 277;  hospital  in  Washington  258,  292,  330;  lunatic 
asylum  in  do.  293,  323,  330;  jail  in  do.  323,  330;  court 
house  in  Alexandria  323,  330;  abolition  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  331;  suppression  of  gambling  in  4X1; 
recession  of  to  Virginia  and  Maryland  411;  abolition  of 
slavery  in  253,  254,  257,  258,  260,  307,  330,  346,  377,  339; 
Mr.  Cushing’s  resolutions  294,  295;  proceedings  in  the 
house  on  certain  memorials  offered  by  Mr.  Slade  from 
Vermont,  260,  261,  262,  231;  Mr.  Patton’s  resolutions 
and  proceedings  thereon  in  the  senate  252;  proceedings 
in  the  senate  on  the  presentation  of  a petition  by  Mr. 
Wall  from  certain  ladies  of  Gloucester,  N.  J.  273  to 
277;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont  253,  296, 
324;  Denmark,  claims  upon  the  government  of,  for  three 
prizes  captured  by  Paul  Jones  249,  350,  351:  deposite 
banks,  specie  in  and  checks  on  256;  drafts  due  from, 
&c.  410;  correspondence  with,  &c.  413;  Downing,  Mr. 
351,  411;  Dromgoole,  Mr.  411;  dry  docks  260;  Dun- 
can, Mr.  of  Ohio,  his  speech  on  the  political  character 
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317;  Dunn,  Mr.  411;  duties,  repeal  of  certain  349; — see 
bonds  and  fires. 

Eimore,  Mr.  411;  Evans,  Mr.  367,  330,  332;  Everett, 
Mr.  of  Vt.  233,  260,  293,  327,  330;  executions,  public  249; 
exports  of  each  state,  &c.  value  of  4 11;  exploring  expe- 
dition, delay  in  the  sailing  of  233, 239,  330;  number  and 
class  of  ships,  &c.  411;  expunging  resolution  251;  ex- 
press mail — see  post  offi-e  department;  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  250;  remonstrance  against  discontinu- 
ing 324,  339;  amount  of  postage  on  letters  transmitted 
by  the  departments  in  259,  330,  331,349; — see  postage; 
Erie,  lake,  survey  of  the  southern  coast  of  294;  Ewing, 
Mr.  255, 327 

Fairfield,  Mr.  259,  293;  Fillmore,  Mr.  260,  349;  fire, 
duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  250,  251,  253,  230;  fishing 
bounties  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank 
of  Boston  326,  346, 302,  373,  339;  Fletcher,  Mr.  of  Mass, 
his  remarks  in  reference  to  a publication  in  the  Globe 

254,  255;  the  publication  262;  excused  from  serving  on 

the  committee  of  ways  and  means  255;  Florida  territory, 
census  of  411;  Florida  war — see  Florida  war  in  general 
department;  volunteers  and  Indians  to  he  emploved  in, 
&c.  233,  239,  367;  appropriations  for  350,  351;  Mr.  Da- 
vis’ resolution  as  to  the  number  of  troops,  &c.  employed 
in  291,  292;  Mr.  Benton’s  call  for  col.  Taylor’s  account 
of  the  battle  of  the  25th  of  December  1333,  391;  Mr. 
Wise’s  resolution  as  to  the  causes  of  delay  in,  &c.  330; 
Florida  claims  250;  foreigners,  admittance  of  certain  to 
citizenship  353;  Forsyth,  John,  relief  of  327,  345;  Fos- 
ter, Mr.  350;  France,  amount  received  from  on  account 
of  indemnities  401;  foundry,  a national  390;  Fulton,  Mr. 
253;  Fulton,  Robert,  relief  of  the  heirs  of  391 
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members  of  congress ! Garland,  Mr.  252,  259,  262,  380 
331;  Garland,  Mr.  of  Louisiana,  412;  Ghent,  the  treaty  of 
331;  Glascock.  Mr.  351;  Gholson,  Mr.  of  Mississippi, 
sick  257; — see  Mississippi  election;  G >odc,  Mr.  294; 
Graham,  Mr.  294;  Grant,  Mr.  260,  293,  410;  Greely, 
Mr.  327;  message  of  the  president  in  reference  to  his 
imprisonment  366;  Green,  Duffhis  proposed  stereotyped 
edi'ion  of  the  laws '256;  Grennell,  Mr.  293;  Grundy,  Mr. 
236,  321  346,  373,  390;  his  vote  on  the  second  branch 
of  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute  307 

Hamer,  Mr.  239;  Harlan,  Mr.  406,  411;  Harrison,  Mr. 
256;  Hawkins,  Mr.  259;  Haynes,  Mr.  233,  260,  292,330; 
Henry,  Mr.  410;  Ilolsey,  Mr.  329;  hospitals  on  die  Mis- 
sissippi, &c.  250,  262;  hospital  in  the  city  o(  Washing- 
ton 253, 292;  for  the  insane  in  293,  323;  hospital  money, 
release  of  seamen  from  the  payment  of  260;  Howard, 
Mr.  252,  253,  259,260,  293,  349,  351,  370,  406;  Hubbard 
Mr.  237,  303,  375,  376,  405 

Indians — see  appropriations;  treaty  with  the  Chicka- 
saws  252;  with  the.  Choctaws  258,  363,  391,  404,  406; 
number  of  h stile  Creeks  359;  wi  h certain  tribes  279; 


362;  Cherokees  in  Georgia,  &c.  259,  294;  made  prison 
ers  by  gen.  .Tesup  327;  Cherokee  treaty  330,  346;  memo- 
rial 350,  367;  volunteers  260;  claim  oi  prince  Leochee- 
hau  326;  Contracts  made  by  gen.  Jesup  with  certain 
Creek  chiefs  411;  alleged  frauds  on  294;  treaties  made 
with  305;  annuities  to  the  Osages,  &e.  307,  326,  323; 
indices  to  the  journals  and  laws  327;  imposts,  bill  to 
amend  the  act  imposing  307;  imprisonment  for  debt 
249,250,  405;  insolvent  debtors,  relief  of  279,  410 
Jenifer,  Mr.  330;  Johnson,  Mr.  of  Md.  238,  239,  253, 
280,  327  , 412;  Johnson,  Mr.  of  Lou.  293,329,  412;  John- 
son, Mr.  of  Va.  252,  259;  Jones,  Walter,  claim  of  255; 
Jones,  Mr.  of  Va.  255;  Jones,  Mr.  of  Wisconsin  293; 
journal  and  laws,  proposition  to  publish  327;  judicial 
system  258, 280,  364,  391 

Kennebeck  river,  survey  of  323,  330;  Kent,  the  late 
Mr.  Mr.  Clay's  tribute  to  his  memory  236;  King,  Mr. 
of  Ala.  258,  307,  308,  327 

Lands,  the  public — pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on, 
&c.  237,  250,  260,  278,  327,  345,  348,  349, 353,  359,  360, 
362,  373;  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  senate  368;  graduation 
of  the  price  of,  &c.  252,  260,  279;  cession  of  certain  to 
Tennessee  252;  sales  of  339;  grants  of  to  revolutionary 
officers  373;  documents  relating  to  358;  unsold  in  the 
Huntsville  (Ala.)  district  252;  bounty  lands  253,  259; 
bordering  on  the  country  to  which  Indians  have  been 
removed  253;  amount  of  sold,  patented,  &c.  259;  intru- 
ders on  260;  for  the  use  of  schools  280,  291;  for  the  use  * 
of  schools  and  academies,  Mr.  Johnson’s  resolution 
230,  412;  debate  in  the  senate  on  the  proposition  to  al- 
low the  states  to  collect  taxes  on  the  public  lands  which 
may  hereafter  be  sold  within  their  limits,  &c.  295;  offi- 
cers employed  in  selling  411;  land  office,  report  from 
the  commissioner  of  251,  254,  329;  resolutions  of  the 
state  of  Ohio  relative  to  389;  quantity  that  has  been  sold 
at  public  sale,  &c.  353,  367;  laws,  stereotype  edition  of 
the  256,  327;  law,  uniform  practice  in  actions  at  305; 
Lawler,  Mr.  252,  293,  294,  365;  Leavenworth,  fort,  bar- 
racks at  280;  Legare,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  261;  his  note  to  the 
editors  of  the  Intelligencer  correcting  his  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  certain  abolition  petitions  presented  by  Mr. 
Slade  of  Vt.  261;  Lewis,  Mr.  411;  light-houses,  reports 
on  255,  353;  Lincoln,  Mr.  260,  330,  410:  Loomis,  Mr. 
230,  331;  Louisiana,  harbors  and  light-houses  in  291; 
water  courses  in  329;  Lyon,  Mr.  259,  326,  375;  Lump- 
kin, Mr.  346;  Lynn,  Mr.  375,  376 

Maine  boundary — see  323,  326;  release  of  Mr.  Greely 
327;  message  of  the  president  in  relation  to  366,  380; 
correspondence  with  the  British  government  in  relation 
to,  &e.  327,  364;  Mr.  Evans’  bill  for  the  survey  of,  &c. 
330;  Martin,  Mr.  253;  Mercer,  Mr.  253,  351,  411;  Mis- 
souri river,  amount  expended  in  improving  353,  362; 
navigation  of  293;  Mississippi—- contested  elections, 
proceedings,  debate,  &c.  231,  331,  332,  349,  350,  351, 
366,  367,  363,  376,  377,  373;  decision  of  the  question 
27_q,  380: — see  yeas  and  nays;  Mr.  Bell’s  resolution  294; 
Mexico — claims  of  our  citizens  on  250:  arbitration  of 
our  differences  with  259;  memorial  of  the  peace 
society  in  relation  to  231,  293;  the  pamphlet  said 
to  have  been  circulated  by  Mr.  Gorostiza  260,  323,  329, 
332,  367,  412;  capture  of  the  gen.  Urea  230;  decree  of 
the  Mexican  governmenl  273;  correspondence  between 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  293; 
Mr.  Adams’  resolution  -as  to  the  “mode  of  redress’’ 
against  Mexico  293;  about  our  relations  with  410;  mi- 
nister to  330;  Madison  papers,  373,  376;  Maison, 
Rouge,  claims  of  412;  Mallory,  Mr.  259;  marine  corps, 
organization  of  253;  Mary,  the  ship  250, 251;  Massachu- 
setts claims  281;  mails — see  post  office  and  express  mail; 
weight  of  free  parcels  sent  by  410;  Maury,  Mr.  238; 
McKay,  Mr.  327,  411;  McKean,  Mr.  239,  247,  306, 
411;  McKirn,  Mr.  260;  Meade,  R.  W.  relief  of  the  ex- 
ecutrix of  250,  280,  291,  292,  323,  327,  345;  meeting  of 
congress — members  present,  in  the  senate  231;  in  the 
house  237;  members  of  congress — Mr.  Wise’s  resolu- 
tion so  to  amend  the  constitution  as  to  prevent  their  ap- 
pointment to  office  294;  Mr  Adams’  relative  to  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  credentials  411;  memorials,  reference  of 
certain — see  slavery,  and  District  of  Columbia,  and  255; 
Menefee,  Mr.  his  remarks  on  the  attack  on  the  Caro- 
line 343;  Merrick,  Mr.  306,  339;  merchandise  upon 
which  duty  is  assessed,  &c.  345;  message  of  the  presi- 
dent 231  to  236;  extra  copies  of  236,  233;  reference  of  in 
the  senate  237;  in  the  house  239, 256,  253,  259,  260,  262, 
292,  295,  327,  323;  motion  in  the  liouse  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  239;  message,  &c.  in  the 
house  294,  327;  Miami  canal  294;  Michigan,  salary  of 
the  district  judge  of  250;  military  establishment,  bill  to 
343;  Miller.  Mr.  293;  mileage  of  members 
2o6;  Montgomery,  Mr.  2o9;  militia,  called  out  at  Lo- 
gansport  291;  half  pay  to  the  widows  of,  who  die  in  the 
service,  ol  the  United  States  293;  Morgan,  Mr.  238;  mi- 
litary affairs,  reference  of  certain  papers  to  the  commit- 
tee on  327;  mineral  lands  in  Wisconsin  294;  sold  or 
leased  353;  Mobile— fees  paid  by  the  merchants  of  for 
bonds  307;  marine  hospital  in  260;  money  in  the  mails, 
insurance  of  290;  opinion  of  the  post  master  general  re- 
quired on  the  measure  290;  Morris,  Mr.  of  the  senate 
291;  Montgomery,  Mr.  411;  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  237;  re- 
signs 391;  Muscle  shoals,  improvement  of  the  252 
New  York  board  of  trade,  memorial  from  on  the 
state  of  the  currency  390;  New  Orleans,  custom  house 
at  293;  Naples,  amount  received  on  account  of  indem- 
nity due  from,  &c.  404;  native  American  association, 
memorial  of  the  326,  330;  naturalization  laws,  modifi- 
cation of  the  330,410;  navy  and  naval,  employment  of 
boys  in  the  250;  rendezvous  near  the  extremity  of  cape 
Florida  326;  pension  fund  257;  naval  academy  252; 
officers  who  have  been  discharged  or  have  resigned 
305,  324;  navv  rations,  &c.  253,  291 : yard  nr.  Charles* 


VI 


INDEX. 


ton  281;  yard  at  Philadelphia,  memorial  from  workmen 
who  were  employed  in  292,  324,  358,  375;  from  work- 
men employed  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  389;  navy  depart- 
ment, contingent  expenses  of  the  256;  accommoda- 
tion of  clerks  in  260;  New  Castle,  Del.  port  of  entry  at 
250;  New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  legislature  against 
the  sub-treasury  scheme,  &c.  279;  newspapers,  abo- 
lishment of  postage  on  293;  Niagara  falls,  ship  canal 
around  259;  Niles,  Mr.  277.  290,  303,  374,  390;  north- 
eastern territory,  passage  of  British  troops  over  259 — see 
Maine ; Norvell,  Mr.  277,  290, 297,  306, 326;  Noyes,  Mr. 

292 

Officers,  subordinate,  of  the  house  294,  327;  Ohio, 
school  lands  in  294;  Ohio  river,  steamboat  canal  around 
the  falls  of  the  376;  Oregon  territory,  establishment  of 
375,  391;  Owens,  Mr.  294 

Paper  machines,  remission  of  duty  on  certain  277; 
Parker,  Mr.  294;  Pickens,  Mr.  327;  Patton,  Mr.  252, 
262,  330,  411;  Paul  Jones,  claims  on  Denmark  for  cer- 
tain prizes  captured  by  349,  350,  351;  peace  society, 
memorial  from  281;  Pennypacker,  Mr.  260,  351;  Petri- 
ken,  Mr.  262,  280;  patronage  of  the  executive,  Mr.  Pat- 
ton’s resolution  relative  to  the  411;  pension  agents,  in- 
structions to,  &c.  345,  364,  380;  pension  laws,  alteration 
of  250,  260,  326;  pensions,  amount  of  paid  in  each  state 
since  1789,  291;  revolutionary,  &c.  292,  293,  326;  sea- 
men and  marines  who  have  received  280;  pensioners, 
invalid  250;  extension  of  to  widows  and  orphans,  &c.  260; 
351;  Phillips, Mr.260;  Pilots,  appointment  of279, 227,  346; 
Pope,  Mr.  2S0;  postmaster  of  the  house,  extra  allowance 
to  the  252;  postage,  reduction  of  260,  280;  to  conform 
to  the  coin  of  the  U.  States  294;  paid  on  letters  transmit- 
ted by  the  departments  by  the  express  mail,  &c.  259, 
330,  331,  349;  post  office  of  Washington  city,  extra  com- 
pensation to  clerksin260,  327;  post  office  building,  the 
plans  for.  &c.  262,  367;  post  office  at  Baltimore,  money 
lost  in  290;  post  office  and  post  roads,  maps  of  294;  post- 
master general,  contract  made  by  a former  306,  323;  an- 
nual report  of  319;  post  office  department,  expenditures 
of  250;  receipts  of,  &c.  260;  contracts  260;  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands — see  lands; 
pre-emption  laws,  claims  under  258;  Prentiss,  Mr.  of 
Miss.  332,  376 — see  Mississippi  elections ; Preslon,  Mr. 
280,  289,  292,  308,  327,  376;  projectiles,  experiments  in 
258;  printing  of  the  executive  departments  411;  private 
claims,  board  of  commissioners  to  settle  410;  presidents 
of  the  United  Stales,  portraits  of  the  first  five,  painted 
by  Gilbert  Stuart  327 

Quorum,  present  231 

Rail  roads — the  Baltimore  and  Susquehannah  292;  rail 
road  iron  391;  Rariden,  Mr.  259,  365;  Raritan,  frigate 
292,  324,  353,  375;  Red  river,  improvement  of,  &c.  290, 
307,  323,  331;  receivers  of  public  money,  returns  from 
252;  who  have  violated  the  specie  order  of  July  1336, 
364,  390;  Reed,  Mr.260;  revolutionary  army,  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  252;  Roberts,  the  late  Ed- 
mund 293;  Rocky  mountains,  correspondence  with 
foreign  powers  relative  to  the  territory  west  of  279;  reve- 
nue, the  surplus  239;  Rives,  Mr.  of  the  senate  250,  327; 
his  substitute  for  Mr.  Wright’s  sub-treasury  bill,  &c. 
364,  373,  375;  Rives,  Mr.  of  the  house  254;  Robertson, 
Mr.  331,  382;  Rockville  road,  improvement  of  the  327; 
Roane,  Mr.  258,  339;  Ruggles,  Mr.  307,  323,  324; 
charges  of  the  ‘"Sjty  in  Washington”  against  385,  392, 
393,  406;  rules,  amendm  ents  to,  &c.  238,  239,  379 

Savage,  Mr.  262;  Seminole  war — see  Florida  war;  Se- 
vier, Mr.  303,  346;  Shields  Mr.  252,  329;  Smith,  Mr.  of 
Maine  255,  392;  Smith,  Mr.  of  Indiana  291,  305,  339; 
Smith,  Mr.  of  Conn.  345,  391;  Snyder,  Mr.  233,  230; 
specie,  amount  of  received  into  the  treasury,  &c.  since 
the.  suspension  by  the  banks  280,  327;  specie  paid  by  and 
to  deposit  banks,  &c.  252,  256,  253;  Slade,  Mr.  257,  260, 
261;  spoliations,  claims  of  American  citizens  for  349- 
state,  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  247;  slavery’ 
abolition  of  in  the  District  of  Columbia — see  District  of 
Columbia;  in  the. territories  254;  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  rights  of  the  states,  &c.  291,292, 
306,  307,  308;  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute  for  the  third  resolu- 
tion 307;  Mr.  Rives’  substitute  for  the  fifth  resolution 
307;  Mr.  Allen’s  resolution  and  Mr.  Smith’s  amend- 
ment 303;  the  resolutions  297:  Mr.  Norvell’s  297;  Mr 
Morris’  297;  Mr.  McKean’s  306;  “Spy  in  Washington ” 
— see  Ruggles,  Mr.;  steamboats,  safety  of  persons  on 
board  of  236,  237,  323,  346.  347,  343,  3oT;  steam  boilers, 
strength  of  materials  employed  in  making  239;  Swift’ 
Mr.  253 

Taliaferro,  Mr.  256,  349,  350,411;  TallmarW,  Mg 
237,  249,  250,  326,  376,  404,  412;  Taylor,  Mr.  260: 
Taylor,  Mr.  of  N.  York  252)  To»»,  tais  against 

the  admission  of  into  the  union  253,  257.  253,  307,  324, 
358,  389;  motions,  &c.  in  relation  to  257,  253,  259; 
sketch  of  the  debate  on  Mr.  Adams’  motion  to  refer 
the  memorials  against  annexation  to  a select  commit- 
tee 266;  Mr.  Preston’s  resolution  for  ihe  annexation  of 
289,  306;  telegraphs,  system  of  252;  Tennessee,  volun- 
teers of  238,  239;  cession  of  certain  lands  to  252;  third 
auditor,  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  unsettled  293;  Tip- 
ton,  Mr.  250,  278,  390,  404;  Thompson,  Mr.  351;  Ton- 
cey,  Mr.  391;  treasury  department — see  reports;  annual 
report  of  the  secretary,  &c.  242  to  246;  estimates  ac- 
companying 239,  252;  extra  copies  239;  balances  re- 
maining in  since  1789,  339;  let  er  of  the  secretary  re- 
lative to  the  amount  of  protested  drafts  held  by  the 
Bank  of  ,he  United  States  333;  Treasury  the  sub  system, 
memorials  in  favor  of  257;  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wright  from  the  committee  ou  finance  324,  326,  327; 
discussion  of  in  the  senate  363,  364,  365,  373,  375,  376, 
389,391;  Mr.  Rives’ substitute  364;  memorials  against 
the  passage  of  363,  339;  Tennessee  resolutions  against 
the  373;  Pennsylvania  dc.  385,  402,  404;  treasury  notes 


paid  to  Mr.  Noyes  destroyed  by  fire  292;  amount  issued 
306;— see  general  department. 

Underwood,  Mr.  238,  239,  294,  329 

Vice  president  takes  the  chair  of  the  senate  231;  Vir- 
ginia, salary  of  the  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  250; 
western  judicial  district  of,  &e.  252, 253,  389;  officers  of 
the  state  line  of  the  revolution  411;  certain  claims  of  262; 
volunteers,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  pay  of,  &c.  410,  411;  of  Tennessee  411;  who 
went  to  Plattsburg  in  1814,  260 

Wall,  Mr.  257,' 279;  Walker,  Mr.  327,  358;  war,  an- 
nual report  of  the  secretary  of  332;  Warren,  Samuel, 
bill  for  the  relief  of  279,  294,-  Washington  Monument 
society  351,  390,  404;  ways  and  means,  the  committee 
of  and  Mr.  Fletcher  254,  255,  262;  Webster,  Mr.  of 
Mass  291,  306,  326,  345,  373,  374,  389,  390,  405;  re- 
marks on  the  bill  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  362;  remarks  on  presenting  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  York  board  of  trade  on  the  state  of 
the  currency  390;  for  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury 
hill,  see  vol.  LIV.;  the  Bank  ol  the  Commonwealth  and 
373;  weights  and  measures,  professor  Hassler’s  report 
on  250,  230;  Winthrop,  Thos.  L.  relief  of  364;  wheat, 
drawback  on  imported  when  made  into  flour  230; 
White,  Mr.  358,  363;  Whittlesey,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  237,239, 
252,  351;  Williams,  David,  one  of  the  captors  of  Andre, 
monument  to  253;  Williams,  Mr.  of  N.  C.  252,  253; 
Wisconsin,  boundary  line  of  250,  251,  279,  280,  391; 
improvement  of  rivers  in  294;  Wise,  Mr.  253,  254,  25S, 
294,351,  391,  411;  Wolff,  Mr.  the  missionary,  grant  of 
the  hall  of  the  house  to  259;  Wright,  Mr.  251,  277,  278, 
327,  375,  376,  389;  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury 
scheme  394  to  400  and  413  to  416 

Yell,  Mr.  293, 412;  Young,  Mr.  403 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  representatives — on  lay- 
ing the  motion  to  refer  certain  memorials  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  upon 
the  table  253;  on  the  question  whether  the  house  will 
receive  a similar  memorial  253:  on  referring  a petition  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  territories  to  the  committee  on  the 
territories  254:  on  suspending  the  rules  to  enable  Mr. 
Patton  to  offer  his  resolution  in  relation  to  petitions,  &c. 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  262:  on  putting 
the  main  question  262:  on  the  passage  of  Mr.  Patton’s 
resolution  262;  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  of  the 
Cherokees  on  the  table  350, 367  -.Mississippi  elections — on 
Mr.  Bell’s  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  house 
passed  Oct.  3d.  1837,  deciding  that  Messrs.  Gholson 
and  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  from  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi 368:  on  various  amendments  on  the  same  sub- 
ject 373:  on  rescinding  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
Oct.  1S37,  declaring  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  to 
have  been  duly  elected  378:  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton  392 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate — on  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  to  restrict  the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  the 
ltismcc  or  uoiuniDia  273:  on  the  motion  to  recommit 
it  to  the  committee  ou  the  District  of  Columbia  279: 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  279:  on  its  passage  279: 
on  Mr.  Smith’s  motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  of  the 
bill  for  punishing  crimes  against  the  United  States  which 
punishes  the  offender  with  death  291:  on  the  adoption 
of  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute  for  Mr.  Calhoun’s  third  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  &c.  307:  on  Mr.  Rives’  substitute  for  the  fifth 
resolution  397:  on  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute  for  do.  307:  on 
ordering  Mr.  Calhoun’s  sixth  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table  303:  on  laying  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  308: 
on  a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a day  had 
been  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill 
327:  on  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  to  the  bill  to  protect 
the  lives  of  persons  travelling  in  steamboats  347;  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix 
ot  R.  W.  Meade  345:  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  345:  on 
amendments  to  the  hill  granting  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  359,  360:  on  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  361:  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading  361:  on  the  passage  of  the 
hill  363:  on  amendments  to  the  sub-treasury  bill  364: 
for  the  vote  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  see  vol.  LIV. 

REPORTS. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  annual  242  to 
246:  of  the  secretary  of  state  249:  in  relation  to  the  sei- 
tl.imen-son  the  Columbia  river  342;  annual  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  263:  do.  of  the  secretary  of  war  332:  on 
the  protection  of  the  western  frontier  340,  342;  annual 
of  the  postmaster  general  319 

Connecticut — elections  si 

Corn,  singular  growin  ot  an  ear  ot  208 

Consuls,  appointed  and  recognized — see  appoint- 
ments and  146,  193 

Cooper,  Dr  Thomas,  letter  from  to  the  editor  of 
lire  Philadelphia  Sentinel  36;  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cheves 

66 

Colonization  society,  annual  meeting  of,  &c.  241; 
proceedings  of  at  length  264;  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Richmond  branch  of  369;  emigrants  sent 
from  Maryland  352 

Cotton,  prices  of  98;  progress  of  a pound  of 352; 
imports  and  exports  in  C.  Britain  98;  monopoly  of 

240 

Copper  coin,  forgeries  of  194 

Cuthbert,  Mr.  of  Ceo  — see  congress ; rumored 

resignation  of  20S,  241 

Crime,  increase  of  in  New  York  211 

Cruise,  long  208 

Cushing,  Mr.  of  Mass. — see  congress-,  his  speech 
at  Loweli  38 


D. 

Dallas,  Mr.  minister  to  Russia,  arrives  at  Cron- 
stadt  49;  dines  with  the  emperor  of  Russia  147 
Death,  horrible,  of  a fisherman  at  Boston  32 
“Democratic  Review,”  a new  magazine  145 

De  Rham,  Mr.  honorable  tribute  to  130 

Diamond,  formation  of  the  164 

Don  Juan,  loss  of  the  packet  ship  160 

Duponceau,  Mr.  ot  Philadelphia,  honors  to  208 
Dupont,  the  late  E.  I.  tribute  to  his  memory  240 
Duel  between  Messrs.Dromgoole  and  Dugger  208, 

224 

Duties,  fees  on  bonds  for  82 — see  treasury , 4r c. 

E. 

Editorial  notices — removal  of  the  “ Register ” to 
Washington  1;  president’s  message  1;  election  of 
printer  to  the  house  of  representatives  1, 17;  various 
notices  65,  81,  113,  145,  257,  337;  adjournment  of 
congress  65, 113;  election  of  a senator  in  Tenn.  129; 
resignation  of  senator  King  of  Geo.  145;  war  in  Flo- 
rida, capture  of  Osceola  145;  notice  to  persons  de- 
sirous of  subscribing  to  the  “ Register ” 209;  meeting 
of  congress  209;  death  of  gov.  Kent  209;  Messrs. 
Cheves  and  Calhoun  209;  president’s  message  at 
the  regular  session  225;  publication  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  225;  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  257 

Editors,  convention  of  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.  192;  at 

Richmond,  Va.  224 

Elections  in  the  different  states — in  Maine  49, 
65;  in  Rhode  Island  1,  68;  in  Connecticut  81;  in  Ver- 
mont 49,  65;  in  New  York  161,  177,  193;  in  New 
Jersey  97;  in  Pennsylvania  81,  97;  in  Maryland  81; 
in  Virginia  161;  in  Georgia  81,  97,  209;  in  North 
Carolina  68;  in  Kentucky  1,  68;  in  Indiana  1,68; 
in  Ohio  225;  in  Tennessee  81,  129;  in  Michigan  1, 
68;  in  Alabama  1;  in  Arkansas  209. 

Education,  progress  of  195 

Everett,  Mr.  gov.  of  Mass,  speech  of  at  the  exa- 
mination of  the  grammar  school  in  Boston  7 

Exploring  expedition — see  navy,  naval  affairs  and 
congress,  and  19,  32;  general  order  No.  1.  114;  offi- 
cers attached  to,  &c.  115,  130,  177;  retirement  of 
com.  Jones  225;  his  letter  to  capt.  Armstrong  2S3; 
letter  from  captain  Kearney  383;  return  of  captain 
Back  197 

Express  mail,  letters  by  97 — see  congress;  the 
south  western  147;  postage  177 

F. 

Fenner,  James,  gov.  of  Rhode  Island,  a letter 
from  in  reply  Q '•hsi-ge  that  he  was  o 

Fessenden,  T.  G.  dies  192 

“Figure  head,”  the  man  who  cut  it  off  147 

Fire,  at  Halifax  160 

Fletcher,  the  hon.  Richard,  his  statement  in  re- 

gard to  the  mode  of  transacting  business  in  con- 
gress 199;  remarks  on  the  publication  concerning, 
in  the  “Globe,”  with  the  replies  of  Messrs.  Ather- 
ton, Cambreling,  &c.  254,  255;  the  publication  from 
the  “Globe”  263;  Mr.F.’s  address  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  298 

Florida  war — see  congress;  call  of  the  secretary 
of  war  upon  the  governors  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky for  volunteers  1,  17;  order  countermanded, 
&c.  34,  50;  Indians  to  be  enlisted  for  2,  65,  98;  an- 
swer of  the  Sioux  65;  aliens  to  be  employed  in  130, 
145;  Choctaw  volunteers  224;  col.  Sherburne’s  de- 
putation of  Cherokees  for  the  purpose  of  mediation, 
&c.  145,  198;  troops  for  81,  130,  162,  225,  240,  262; 
battle  of  Musquito  49;  battle  of  Kissimmee,  or  Okee 
Chobee  lake  305,323;  official  accounts  of  337;  more 
details  of  353,  383;  col.  Taylor’s  detailed  account 
369;  maj.  gen.  Macomb’s  order  relative  to  401;  vin- 
dication of  the  Missouri  volunteers  engaged  in — see 
congress  and  402;  battle  of  Loche  Hatchee  369;  gen. 
Jesup’s  account  385;  further  paiticulars  of 401;  bat- 
tle on  the  head  waters  of  Jupiter  river  338;  various 
battles,  skirmishes,  &c.  ike.  66,  98,  178,  210,  256, 
283,  305,353;  capture  of  Sam  Jones  211;  capture  of 
Phi  I in-  1 T - V T>:ilj-,  B..  an,  oo,  nnjgure!  of  Osceola 
145,  146,  148,  165;  general  Jesup  s account  of  262; 
death  of  Osceola  353,  3S7;  the  army  at  lort  JYlcllnn 
240,  256;  letters  and  reports  of  gen.  Jesup  19,  82, 
385;  orders  of  165,  178;  gen.  Scott  82 — s ee  congress; 
gen.  Hernandez  256;  Creeks  captured  338;  effects 

of  the  service  upon  officers  and  soldiers  369 

Flour,  arrivals  of  at  New  York  193;  at  Albany 
240,  416;  prices  of  194,  384 

Forsyth,  Mr.  letter  to  the  late  U.  States  consul  at 
Rome,  &c.  18 

Fox,  Henry  S.  the  British  minister,  presented  to 
the  president  2 

French  affairs.  Protection  of  Spanish  refugees  3; 
adjournment  of  the  chambers  4,  17;  notices  of  the 
king  17;  M.  Pageot,  the  late  minister  to  the  United 
States,  sails  from  New  York  for  Europe  32;  value 
of  property  in  France  208;  Munier,  the  would-be 
assassin  of  the  king,  at  New  Orleans,  &c.  32; 
claims  of  the  United  States  on  France  130;  the 
prince  of  Joinville  147;  letter  from  Louis  Philippe 


INDEX. 


vu 


to  John  Evans  Redman  of  Philadelphia  1(33;  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter  to  prince  Alexander  192 

G. 

Gaines,  gen.  Edmund  P. — see  army;  letter  in  re- 
ply to  an  invitation  to  a dinner  by  the  citizens  of 
Olay  and  Platt  counties,  Mo.  37;  dinner  to  at  St. 
Louis  384 

Garland,  James,  of  Va. — see  congress;  author  of 
the  essays  over  the  signature  of  “ Camillus ’’  1;  let- 
ter to  the  editor  of  the  “Lynchburg  Virginian”  34; 
his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  scheme  200  to  207. 
and  218  to  223 

Gedney,  capt.  the  discoverer  of  the  new  channel 

193 

Georgia — correspondence  of  the  governor  of,  with 
the  governor  of  Maine  relative  to  the  seizure  of  a 
negro  slave  71;  elections  81,  97,  209;  political  par- 
ties in  146;  gov.  Gilmer’s  inaugural  address  181; 
state  officers  elected  224 

Germany — new  constitution  abolished  by  the 
king  5 

Germans,  convenllon  of,  at  Pittsburg  192 

Gibson,  fort,  mortality  at  81 

Gibraltar,  quarantine  regulations  at  210 

Gold — coinage  and  import  of  50 

Governors,  salaries  of  several  31 

Grain,  exportation  of,  from  Turkey  161;  price  of 
194;  arrivals  of  at  Albany,  N.  Y.  240 

Greely,  Mr.  liberation  of  401—  see  Maine  and  con- 
gress. 

H. 

Harper,  the  late  Charles  Carroll  194 

Harrison,  gen.  nominated  for  the  presidency  352; 
declares  in  favor  of  one  presidential  term  401 
Hayti — difficulties  with  France  180 

Henshaw,  David,  of  Boston,  compliment  to  416 
Heraclide,  wreck  of  the  American  ship  37 

Heroine,  a 384 

Herring  fishery,  persons  engaged  in  the  208 
Hoffman,  Ogden — see  congress;  his  speech  at 
Fanueil  Hall  180 

I. 

Illinois — anti-slavery  convention  at  Alton  165; 
riots  at  165,  192,  196 

Importations  from  Great  Britain  into  the  United 
States  416 

Indiana — elections  in  1;  punishment  of  gamblers 
in  416 

Indian  lands,  sale  of  82;  the  Cherokee’s  162; — see 
congress. 

Indians — see  x- , cv/  uc  cnnaieu  fui  me 

Florida  war,  &c.  2,65,  98;  war  between  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  6;  killed  and  wounded  6;  talkofWau- 
cosh-au-she,  principal  chief  of  the  Foxes  6;  the 
Osages,  rumored  war  with  97,  161,  195,  213,  384; 
wretched  condition  of  400;  arrival  of  delegations 
from  the  Sioux,  Susseeton  tribes,  &c.  at  Washing- 
ton city  33;  “talks”  of  the  secretary  of  war  with  49; 
treaty  65,  81;  incidents  whilst  in  Washington  city 
81;  departure  of  the  Sioux  97;  at  Boston  166;  at  St. 
Louis  224;  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes  146; 
speeches  of  Keokuck,  Eee-hah-kaa-kow,  &c.  in  the 
general  council  150;  notice  of  the  “Globe”  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  in  Washington  369; 
Pawnee  Piets,  &c.  on  their  way  to  Washington  162; 
arrival  of  178;  king  Philp’s  war  162;  Indian  cruel- 
ties 162;  the  Creeks,  an  old  letter  discovered  among 
the  papers  of  the  late  Mr.  Walcott  relative  to  66; 
the  emigrating  32,  257;  destination  of  178;  Chero- 
kee lands  162,  384;  Cherokee  memorial — see  con- 
gress; Mr.  Lumpkin’s  notice  of  402;  interesting  let- 
ter relative  to  the  formation  of  a civil  government 
among  the  tribes  to  be  located  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 67;  Catlin’s  Indian  portrait  gallery  384 

Iron,  new  method  of  smelting  32;  from  anthra- 
cite 164 

Italy— eruption  of  mount  Vesuvius  5;  deaths  by 
cholera  in  5 

J. 

Jackson,  gon.  at  Nashville  02,  uunca^v..a-.^ 

in  relation  to  an  imputed  opinion  about  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  administration  314;  his  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  Cincinnati  Advertiser  314;  his  health  401; 

Jaudon,  Mr.  cashier  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  U- 
States,  tender  of  a dinner  to  81 — see  Bank  of  the  U- 
States. 

Johnson,  Mr.  W.  Cost — see  congress;  a humorous 
speech  of  167;  his  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill 

2S3  and  301 

Jones,  the  late  Samuel,  his  will  32 

K. 

Keim,  Dr.  M.  honors  to  208 

Kentucky — elections  in  1;  call  on  the  governor  for 
volunteers  for  the  Florida  war  17;  order  counter- 
manded 34 

Kent,  Dr.  Joseph,  death  of  193,  209;  biographical 
sketch  of  214 

Kilgour,  judge,  death  of  32 

King,  Mr.  senator  from  Georgia — see  congress; 
resigns  his  seat  145;  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 


“Constitutionalist”  14S;  letter  from  to  a friend  in 
Augusta,  Geo.  229 

L • 

Land  sales  in  New  York  2 

Laws  of  the  extra  session  of  congress  131;  correct 
copy  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the  further  postpone- 
ment of  payment  upon  duty  bonds  149 

Law  cases — Basil  Brownfield  vs.  Dr.  John  F. 
Braddee  36;  Delaunay  and  others  vs.  Manice,  Gould 
& Co.  case  of  a promissory  note  147;  of  a traveller 
who  was  injured  in  a rail  road  car  193;  Delano  vs. 
Stockton  &,  Stokes,  injury  received  by  collision 
with  a coach  355;  breach  of  promise  193;  against 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  refusing  to  pay  its 
notes  339 

Lease,  singular  clause  in  an  ancient  147 

Legare,  Hugh  S.  see  congress;  letter  from  to  a 
constituent  229  and  270 

Leigh,  B.  W.  his  vindication  of  chief  justice  Mar- 
shall’s memory  50;  restored  to  health  240 

Lima — decree  of  the  government  respecting  ships 
which  have  touched  at  Chili  3 

Loomis,  Mr.  resigns  his  seat  in  congress  192 
Louisiana — see  New  Orleans;  reported  insurrec- 
tion in  129;  law  against  free  persons  of  color  400; 
Lowell,  Mass,  description  of  3 

Lumpkin,  Wilson — see  congress;  his  reply  to  the 
memorial  of  the  Cherokee  delegation  402 

M. 

McLane,  the  revenue  cutter,  capsized  32 

Magnetic  ore  found  in  New  Jersey  98 

Maine — see  congress  and  north  eastern  boundary; 
capital  punishment  abolished  in  2;  state  prison  416; 
elections  in  49,  65;  bounty  on  wheat  352;  issue  of 
small  bills  400;  correspondence  of  the  governor  of 
Maine  with  the  governor  of  Georgia  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  a slave  71;  election  of  gov.  Kent  352; 
Marine  insurance  160 

Manufactories,  stoppage  of  in  the  eastern  states  34 
Mariners,  distressed  on  the  coast,  order  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  respecting  241;  see  congress 
Marshall,  the  late  chief  justice — his  memory  vin 
dicated  from  certain  charges  made  by  judge  Smith  50; 
letter  from  gen.  Samuel  Smith  51 

Masonic,  anti-,  meeting  of  the  national  convention 

68 

Massachusetts — the  city  of  Lowell  3;  school  re 
turns  339;  bank  commissioners  355 

Maryland,  elections  81;  commissioners  to  negoti- 
ate a loan  in  Europe  240;  election  of  a senator  in 

place  of  the  late  Dr.  Kent  289;  fugitive  slaves 
1.  ociicu  in  Pennsylvania,  ccc.  B zya 

Maxcy,  Mr.  charge  d’affaires  to  Belgium  32 
Mayo,  Dr.  R.  his  “Sketches  of  eight  years  in 
Washington”  240 

Mails,  contracts  for  carrying  the  352;  robberies  of 
229,  352,  384,  400 
Mastodon,  remains  of  a,  discovered  176 

May,  W.  L. — see  congress;  address  to  his  consti- 
tuents 312 

Menefee,  Mr.  of  Ky. — see  congress;  his  remarks 
on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  343,  345 

Message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  at 
the  extra  session — see  congress;  remarks  of  the  “In- 
telligencer” and  “Globe”  1;  the  message  11  to  16; 
transmission  of  by  express  17;  resolutions  adopted 
in  New  York  relative  to  65 

Message  delivered  at  the  regular  session  231  to 
236;  remarks  of  the  Intelligencer  226;  of  the  Globe 
227;  of  the  Madisonian  227 

Meteoric  display  179 

Methodists,  Mr.  Fox’s  opinion  of  Wesley  32; 
number  of  in  the  United  States  208 

Mexico— see  congress  and  Texas;  revolution  in 
Santa  Fe  97;  boundary  of  the  United  States  and  180; 
affairs  generally  210,  225;  minister  of  Texas  210; 
reorganization  of  the  ministry  225;  disaffections 
225;  decree  of  Bustamente  in  relation  to  a compro- 
mise of  the  differences  with  the  United  States  273; 
Martinez,  Mr.  Mexican  minister,  at  Cincinnati  384; 
-r — n nf  nrpsident  Bustamente  on  the  orumiiw  M' 
congress  386 

Michigan — elections  in  1;  a court  scene  in  147; 
progress  of  agriculture  in  368 

Mint  of  the  United  States — coinage  of  silver 
change  at  400;  coinage  of  from  1837  416 

Mississippi — see  congress;  mortality  at  Natchez 
195,  224;  elections  209;  governor’s  proclamation 
authorizing  the  congressional  election,  &c.  226 — 
see  congress;  installation  of  governor  McNulty  352; 
state  of  parties  in  the  legislature  321;  election  of 
Mr.  Trotter  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States  353; 

Missouri — trade  of  St.  Louis  208;  bonds  of  (he 
state  400 

Money  market — see  slocks,  banks,  specie,  fyc-  also 
81,  93,  145,  146,  162,  177;  in  England  17,  145,  146 
Mosquitoes,  abundance  of  in  New  Orleans  384 
Murder,  of  Mr.  Lyman  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  145 
208;  by  a deranged  traveller  176;  remarkable  death 
of  a man  found  guilty  of  352 

Mutiny  at  sea,  dreadful  208 


N. 

Napoleon,  apotheosis  of  32;  sale  of  one  of  his 
standards  32 

Navy  and  naval  affairs — letter  from  capt.  Ballard 
18;  the  home  squadron  384;  trial  of  commander  W. 
Ramsey  82;  promotions  and  appointments  98;  let- 
ters from  com.  Elliott  19;  com.  Read  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Columbia  19;  com.  Renshaw 
34;  trial  of  com.  Ramsey  19;  capt.  M.  C.  Perry  32; 
capt.  Kearney  32,  383;  lieut.  Glendy  19;  lieut.  G. 
N.  Hollins  19;  lieut.  H.  N.  Page  19;  com.  Benjamin 
Page  19;  exploring  expedition — see  congress  and  19, 
32,  114,  115,  130,  177,  225,  283;  Independence  49; 
the  Baltic  82;  at  Madeira  211;  crew  of  384;  Consti- 
tution 49;  the  man  who  cut  off  the  figure  head  147; 
North  Carolina  19,34;  Enterprize  19;  Pennsylvania 
224,  352;  Boxer  19;  Columbia  19;  Concord  19; 
Peacock  24;  arrival  of  148;  Erie  34,  49;  Shark  49; 
Cyane-240;  reportofthe  fleet  surgeon  on  the  West 
India  station  148;  meeting  of  the  board  of  naval  sur- 
geons 176 

Neapolitan  indemnity,  notice  to  claimants  under 

145 

New  Hampshire — abolishment  of  capital  punish- 
ment in  2;  crops  in  208 

New  Jersey — elections  97;  meeting  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  legislature  129;  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature in  relation  to  the  sub-treasury,  &c.  199;  ex- 
penses of  the  state  383;  circulation  of  small  notes 
in  384 

New  York  (city) — mortality  in  32;  money  mar- 
ket 98;  exhibition  of  the  American  institute  18, 
146;  increase  of  crime  in  211;  whig  jubilee  in  211; 
mortality  in  22-1;  census  of  one  house  in  352;  custom 
house  bond?  falling  due  in  384;  destruction  of  the 
Bowery  theatre  401;  bills  of  mortality  in  416 

New  York  (state) — see  banks;  land  sales  in  2; 
elections  161,  177,  193;  gale  at  Buffalo  213;  militia 
400;  special  message  of  the  governor  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  in  relation  to  the  attack  on 
the  Caroline  339;  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Auburn  state  prison  355;  cost  of  internal  improve- 
ments in  369;  growth  of  silk  in  400;  resolutions  re- 
lative to  the  currency  401; — see  vol.  LIV. 

New  Orleans — health  of,  &c.  32,  33,  49,  65,  81, 
97,  113,  129,  192;  specie  received  at  97;  storm  at 
113;  business  of  355,  416;  mosquitoes  in  384 

North  Carolina — affairs  of  the  old  State  bank  240 
North-eastern  boundary — see  congress;  imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  Greely  33 

Osceola — see  Honda  war;  gen.  Jesup’s  account 
of  the  seizure  of  262;  death  of  353,  387 

Ohio— thanksgiving  in  192;  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature, &c.  225;  elections  225;  education  in  416; 
protest  against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the 
union  368;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  4]g 

Oyster  bank!  on  a new  plan  155 

P. 

Parks,  Gorham,  of  Maine,  invited  to  a public 
dinner  by  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  Portland  9 
Pennsylvania — coal  trade  2;  refusal  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  grant  the  use  of  the  hall  of  the 
house  of  representatives  to  the  abolition  convention 
353;  elections  81;  negro  suffrage  382;  Bucks  county 
memorial  in  relation  to  the  negro  vote  162;  cost  of 
internal  improvements  in  355;  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature relative  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme  385, 
402,  414;  reform  convention  209;  value  of  property 
in  208;  dividends  received  by  the  state  210;  corpo- 
rations chartered  in  since  1776,  210;  meeting  of  the 
legislature  225 

Pensions — circular  to  agents  of  respecting  oaths 
2;— see  congress. 

Piracy —reported  dastruction  of  the  packet  ship 
Susquehannah  129,  145,  149,  162, 178 

“Piaindealer,”  discontinuance  of  the  129 

Poinsett,  Mr.  secretary  of  war — see  congress  and 
“ war  department.” 

CAiiauiuniui  j t,aau  QQ/ 

Pork  trade  195,  208,  352 

Portugal — civil  war  in  49;  new  field  marshals  ap- 
pointed 225;  indemnity  to  the  owners  of  the  ship 
Galatea,  &c.  321 

Postage,  reduction  of  letter  354 

Post  office  department,  the — see  congress;  reply 
of  the  postmaster  general  to  Mr.  Ritchie’s  com- 
ments on  his  annual  report  70;  expenses  of  369;  the 
building  narrowly  escapes  destruction  by  fire  113 
— see  express  mail. 

Poultney,  Evan — see  Bank  of  Maryland. 

Prentiss,  S.  S. — see  congress;  his  address  to  the 
people  of  Mississippi  387;  dinner  to  and  Mr.  Word 

400 

President  of  the  United  States — see  congress;  his 
messages  to  congress  11  to  16,  and  231  to  236; 
leaves  Washington  for  the  Berkley  springs  129 

Presidential  elections, statement  of  votes  received 
at  the  different  3$ 


INDEX. 


via 


Preston,  Mr.  of  S.  C. — see  congress;  accident  to 

241 

Printer  to  the  house  of  representatives — see  con- 
gress and  1,  17;  remarks  of  the  “Globe”  and  “In- 
telligencer” upon  the  election  of  22,  23,  24;  of  the 
“Madisonian”  69 

Printer’s  devils,  anger  of  416 

Prussia — education  in  32 

Q. 

Quakers,  Spanish  tribute  to  the  virtues  of  the  179 
Queens,  ages  of  European  145 

R. 

Rathbun’s  estate,  value  of  400 

Rail  roads — in  England  176;  the  Charleston  and 
Cincinnati  195;  projected  in  Virginia  195;  in  Illi- 
nois 20S;  the  New  York  and  Erie  355:  Cleaveland 
and  Pittsburgh  240;  accident  on  the  Portsmouth  and 
Roanoke  256;  benefits  of  383;  improvements  in 
wheels  for  cars  384 

Red  river,  the — see  congress;  navigation  of  352 
Revolutionary  relic,  an  interesting,  discovered  in 
South  Carolina  163 

Reynolds,  J.  N. — see  navy  and  naval,  and  explor- 
ing expedition  and  32 

Rhett,  R.  B. — see  congress;  his  address  to  his 
constituents  356  to  358 

Rhine,  travel  on  the  240 

Rhode  Island—  elections  1 

“Richmond  Enquirer,”  remarks  of  the  editor  on 
the  “times”  65;  upon  the  reply  of  the  postmaster 
general  to  Mr.  Ritchie’s  strictures  on  the  annual 
report  of  that  functionary  70 

Richmond,  Va.  statistics  of  2 

Ripley,  gen.  of  Lou.  about  to  resign  his  seat  in 
congress  1, 2 

Ritner,  Jos.  governor  of  Penn,  invited  to  a public 
dinner  at  Pittsburg  7 

Roads,  military,  to  the  head  of  the  Arkansas  32 
Ruggles,  Mr.  senator  from  Maine,  accident  to  2; 
charges  against,  made  by  the  “Spy,  in  Washington ” 
385; — see  congress. 

Rush,  Richard,  letters  from  to  the  editors  of  the 
“Globe”  2, 37 

Russia — Mr.  Dallas  dines  with  the  emperor  147 

S. 

Sailors,  boarding  houses  for  224 

Salt  manufactured  in  New  York  352 

Sandwich  Islands — reminiscences  concerning  196 
Schools,  instruction  in  common  34,  354 

Scott,  general — see  Canada,  Florida,  fyc.;  arrives 

in  Washing  lull  oo,  a: -r  il.  x-iunau 

war  82;  departs  for  the  Canada  frontier  304 

Senate  of  the  United  States— terms  of  service  of 
senators  118 

Shad,  early  352 

Shipwreck,  distressing  98 

Slade,  William — see  congress;  his  card  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Legare  257 

Slave  case,  a singular  one  in  Kentucky  240 
Smith,  judge  William,  vindication  of  his  charges 
against  the  late  judge  Marshall  50;  letter  from  to 
the  citizens  of  Madison  county  218 


South  Carolina — resolutions  of  the  legislature  in 
relation  to  the  revenue  bonds,  currency,  &c.  257 

Spanish  claims,  close  of  the  commission  for  ad- 
justing 353;  awards  under  the  treaty  403;  notice  to 
claimants  416 

Specie  payments — see  “treasury  department”  and 
“banks  and  banking;”  resumption  of  130,  147,  194, 

321,  338 

Specie,  exports  of,  arrivals  of,  &c.  32,  81,  208; 
coinage  of  and  imports  of  50;  sales  of,  &c.  49,  65, 
81,  162,  177,  225,  241,  321 
Spain — progress  of  the  war  in  5,  17,  98,  225;  the 
cortes  refuse  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  commerce  with 
England  5;  Valencia  5;  capture  of  Constantine  225; 
awards  under  the  treaty  with  403;  notice  to  claim- 
ants 416 

Stocks — see  money  market,  specie,  treasary  notes, 
S;c.  S;c. 

Squirrel  hunt,  a grand  32 

Standifer,  col.  a member  of  congress  elect  from 
Tennessee,  death  of  1; — see  congress. 

Superior  court  of  the  United  States,  meeting  of 

305 

Susquehannah,  the  ship,  not  seized  by  pirates — see 
piracy. 

Steamboats  and  packets — established  in  the  Me- 
diterranean l;launched  at  Baltimore  for  the  service  of 
the  United'States  32;  the  ship  Natchez  208;  steam 
power  applied  to  the  Jacquard  loom  192;  navigation 
between  England  and  the  United  States  193;  boats 
on  the  Bosphorus  224;  on  the  Delaware  208;  acci- 
dents 224;  locomotives  for  Austria  240;  effects  of  416 
T. 

Tennessee — call  of  the  secretary  of  war  on  the  go- 
vernor for  volunteers  for  the  Florida  war  1;  order 
countermanded  34,  50;  Bank  of  Tennessee  400; 
suppression  of  the  use  of  Bowie  knives  in  400;  elec- 
tions 81;  of  a senator  129;  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture 97;  extract  from  gov.  Cannon’s  message  97; 
tax  on  ‘change  tickets”  352 

Tippecanoe,  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  208 
“Times,”  the  New  Yor k,  discontinuance,  &c. 

129,  160 

Texas — see  congress;  meeting  of  congress  160; 
land  script  321;  proclamation  of  gov.  Houston  in  re- 
lation to  339;  incursions  of  the  Indians  210;  arrival 
and  reception  of  the  United  States  charge  d’affaires 
210,  214;  rumored  invasion  of  321;  newspapers  in 

384 

Tobacco,  supplies  of  160;  great  sale  of  164; 
amount  inspected  in  New  York  in  1837,  354; 

ries  at  Paris  354 

Treasury  notes — see  money  market,  specie,  banks, 
4-c.  and  321 

Treasury,  sub — see  congress;  Mr.  Wright’s  bill 
for  a new  sub-system  324; — see  congress. 

Treasury  department — see  congress;  letter  of  the 
secretary  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
relative  to  funds  for  the  payment  of  members  of 
congress  2;  Mr.  Biddle’s  resolution  relative  threto, 
discussion  on,  &c.  24,  42;  letter  from  do.  relative  to 
treasury  notes  to  be  created  by  act  of  congress  49; 


letter  from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  relative  to 
the  payment  of  the  retaining  fee  on  bonds  for  du- 
ties, &c.  82 

Treasury  notes,  circular  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  97:  notice  of  the 
“Globe”  in  relation  to  129;  notices  as  to  the  amount 
of  notes  issued  209,  353;  prices  of  2,  49,  65,  81, 
177,  241,  321;  circular  to  collectors  of  customs  in 
reference  to  the  extension  of  the  payment  of  mer- 
chant’s bonds  130 

Trotter,  Mr.  senator  from  Mississippi,  letter  from 

269 

Tyson,  Job  K.  honors  to  208 

Tyson’s  flour  192 

Tuston,  rev.  Septimus,  a letter  from  211 

Turkey — exportation  of  grain  from  161 

Type  setting,  rapid  32 

Vermont — elections  49,  65 

Vessels,  consular  notice  of  the  loss  of  several  209 
Virginia — interesting  statistics  of  Richmond  2; 
elections  161,  338;  internal  improvements  in  352; 
resolutions  submitted  in  the  legislature  relative  to 
the  currency  382 

W. 

“Wandering  piper,”  his  return  home  and  ad- 
dress 164 

Weather,  state  of  the,  various  notices  352 

West  Point,  sickness  at  192;  fire  at  416 

War  department — see  congress,  Florida  war  and 
Indians,  and  army;  call  of  the  secretary  on  the  go- 
vernor of  Tennessee  for  volunteers  for  the  Florida 
war  1;  on  the  governor  of  Kentucky  for  do.  17;  or- 
der countermanded  34,  50;  official  order  as  to  the 
cost  of  clothing,  equipage,  &c.  3 

“Washington,”  a statue  of  presented  to  an  ex- 
change company  in  New  Orleans  162 

Washington  city — arrival  of  north-western  Indians 
at,  &c.  33,  49,  65,  81,  97,  146,  150,  162,  178,  369; 
improvements  in  and  about  the  capital  35;  mortality 
of  176 

Whale  fishery,  business  of  the  338 

Wheat — see  grain;  prices  of  32;  large  arrivals  of 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.  240;  imported  from  Europe  240; 
bounty  on  in  Maine  352 

White,  Hugh  L. — see  congress;  letter  to  D.  A. 
Crenshaw  10 

Whitney,  Reuben  M.  letters  from  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  181 

Webster,  Daniel — see  congress;  his  speech  on 
sub-treasury  bill  187  to  191;  his  letter  in  relation  to 

’Wolff,  the  missionary  2;  his  letter  from  N.  York 
to  the  London  Morning  Post,  &c,  164 

Wharton,  James,  the  ship,  loss  of  352 

Wood,  the  vocalist  240 

Wool,  gen.  U.  S.  A.  trial  of  49,  81;  opinion  of  the 
court  152;  dinner  to  400 

Wisconsin  territory — progress  of  195;  capital  240 
Wise,  Henry  A. — see  congress;  letter  to  Z.  Col- 
lins Lee,  of  Baltimore  88 

Y. 

Yellow  fever — see  New  Orleans . 
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h IN  ADVANCE. 

CG'Tliotigh  tile  present  number  of  the  “Regis- 
tes”  is  dated  on  the  2d  insl.,  it  was  not  published 
until  after  the  delivery  of  the  president’s  message  to 
congress — which  document  will  be  found  in  sub- 
sequent pages.  The  delay  will,  we  hope,  be  satis- 
factory to  our  readers,  who  are  thereby  furnished 
with  the  message  several  days  in  advance  of  tiie 
period  they  have  usually  received  similar  docu- 
ments. After  this  number  we  will  issue  the  “Re- 
y Gistf.r”  with  our  usual  regularity,  and  we  hope.to 
impart  additional  interest  to  its  pages. 

0G“  Editors  with  whom  we  exchange  are  requested 
to  forward  their  papers  to  WASHINGTON  CITY. 
Their  compliance  will  confer  a favor,  for  we  are  great- 
ly embarrassed  in  our  business  for  the  lack  of  them. 

&?“We  will,  as  heretofore,  makeup  our  congres- 
sional journal,  for  record  and  reference,  from  the 
reports  of  the  “Intelligencer”  and  “Globe” — but 
for  popular  reading  we  will  publish  a review  of  the 
business  of  each  week,  from  original  notes.  The 
high  reputation  which  the  above  named  publications 
have  acquired  for  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  with 
which  they  furnish  the  proceedings  of  congress,  is 
richly  merited,— and  to  the  former,  the  conductors 
of  this  work,  for  twenty-six  years  past,  have  been 
greatly  indebted  for  the  aid  afforded  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  congressional  abstracts.  We  cheerfully 
make  tiiis  acknowledgment,  and  award  to  it  the 
merit  which  has  been  accorded  to  this  department 
of  the  “Register.” 

The  message.  We  have  neither  time  nor  room 
to  give  this  document  more  than  a cursory  notice. 
All  who  read  it,  however,  will  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  papers  which 
has  emanated  from  the  executive  department  of 
this-gover; invent,  and  pregnant  with  results  deeply 
affecting  the  lasting  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  people.  Its  object  is  a complete  divorcement 
of  the  government  from  banks  and  banking,  and  a 
thorough  change  in  the  custodiaries  of  the  public 
revenue.  To  suppose  that  such  a revolution  in  the 
practice  of  the  government  wiil  not  give  rise  to  a 
prolonged  struggle  between  the  two  great  parties  in 
the  country,  is  to  discredit  the  evidences  of  the  past 
and  the  indications  of  the  present.  For  independent 
oi  the  great  fiscal  questions  involved,  it  embraces 
another  about  which  there  is  an  unusual  degree  of 
jealousy  in  the  public  mind,  arid  which  has  caused 
much  hitter  discussion — an  extension  of  tiie  patron- 
age of  the  executive.  How  it  is  to  be  exercised, 
and  under  what  restraints,  cannot  he  ascertained 
until  the  project  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
before  us;  hut  we  think  there  is  no  mode  in  which  it 
can  be  presented  to  tiie  people  which  will  not  lie  op- 
posed by  that  party  which  is  against  a further  exten- 
sion of  the  executive  power.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a strong  party  who  rely  upon  tile  integrity 
of  the  executive  and  the  honesty  of  its  agents.  They 
believe  the  past  has  demonstrated  that  banks  are 
subject  to  the  most  corrupt  influences,  and  liable  to 
he  perverted  to  individual  aggrandizement  and  the 
oppression  of  the  great  body  of  the  community. 
The  parties  thus  sland  in  direct  opposition. 

The  questions  about  which  they  differ  embrace 
a wide  held  lor  enquiry  and  reflection;  and  we  must 
not  flatter  ourselves  that  they  will  be  settled  until 
they  are  thoroughly  and  carefully  investigated — 
neither  is  it  desirable  that  they  should  be;  for  nothing 
is  so  injurious  to  the  advancement  of  national  pros^ 
perity  as  temporizing  expedients  or  a vascillating 
policy.  We  have  some  of  the  lrnlts  of  the-  latter  in 
the  present  condition  of  things — and  it  is  due  to  the 
people  and  to  the  government,  a participator  in  the 
evils  which  have  affected  every  class,  that  any 
measures  which  may  be  adopted  should  he  fixed 
and  permanent. 

This  should  not,  however,  apply  to  the  immedi- 
ate wants  of  the  treasury  and  (lie  peculiar  embar- 
rassments ol  the  mercantile  community,  which  will 
not  admit  ot  the  slightest  delay.  To  both,  if  we 
may  form  an  opinion  from  (lie  present  temper  of 
congress,  relie!  will  be  speedily  afforded — hut  the 
“Ides  ol  hi  arch'  wiil  be  reached  before  the  vexed 
and  vexatious  questions  connected  witli  the  cur- 
rency vs  ill  he  placed  at  rest. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  received 
the  “Intelligencer”  and  “Globe,”— the  following 
vol.  liii— Sig.  i. 


i extracts  from  which  confirm  our  hasty  impressions 
of  the  message. 

From  the  “National  Intelligencer.” 
Speaking  of  the  message,  tiie  “Intelligencer” 
says — “It  contains  very  distinct  recommendations, 
embracing  substantially  the  scheme  of  which  the 
shadow  wiis  cast  before  it  from  the  banks  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  by  a distinguished  personal  and  political 
friend  of  the  president.  It  is  a scheme  of  which 
we  have  in  part  already  expressed  our  opinion.  Wc 
have  to-day  only  time  and  room  here  to  say,  that  it 
is  not  piobable  that  it  will  ever  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people.” 

From  the  “ Washington  Globe.” 

“The  Message.  This  important  document  is  the 
boldest  and  highest  stand  ever  taken  by  a chief  ma- 
gistrate in  defence  of  the  rights  of  tiie  people.  We 
consider  it  a second  declaration  of  independence. 
If  maintained  by  the  people,  it  will  deliver  them 
from  the  paramount  moneyed  powerof  Great  Britain. 
If  its  principles  are  surrendered,  our  political  insti- 
tutions must  sootier  or  later  sink  under  the  sordid 
influence  which  alone  has  conquered,  in  another 
hemisphere,  the  free  spirit  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
from  which  we  sprung.  Whatever  may  be  the 
event,  the  message  will  stand  an  imperishable  monu- 
ment of  the  genius,  firmness,  probity,  and  patriotism 
of  its  author.” 

Printer  to  the  house.  The  fact  that  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  con- 
vened at  this  peculiar  crisis  in’ the  affairs  of  the 
country,  has  consumed  two  days,  and  will,  probably, 
consume  a third,  in  vain  efforts  to  choose  a printer 
for  that  body,  might  well  subject  it  to  the  indignant 
reprobation  and  contempt  of  the  people,  were  it  not 
the  result  of  a fixed  determination  in  the  respective 
parties  not  to  yield  to  the  other  any  real  or  sup- 
posed advantage  in  the  desperate  struggle  which 
is  destined  to  distract  the  country.  But  even  with 
this  palliation,  if  palliation  it  can  be  called,  this 
waste  of  time  is  a mockery  of  the  sufferings  ot  the 
people,  and  a departure  from  the  dignity  which 
/v!ght  to  mark  the  decisions  or  that  body.  The  peo- 
ple, however,  must  not  expect  their  business  to 
receive  attention,  until  this  national  question,  or 
“miserable  scramble,”  as  Mr.  Pickens  emphatically 
called  it,  is  determined. 

An  amusing,  il  not  an  instructive,  chapter  might 
be  written  descriptive  of  the  miserable  artifices  of 
miserable  politicians  to  gain  party  ascendancy, 
which  have  transpired  within  a few  days  past — but 
it  would  break  the  pleasing  illusion  which  some 
have  associated  with  our  national  legislature,  and 
create  distrust  when  there  should  be  confidence. 

• 

Elections,  &c.  The  hurry  and  confusion  to 
which  we  have  been  subjected  in  consequence  of 
our  removal  to  this  city,  with  the  space  occupied  by 
the  president’s  message,  have  prevented  the  inser- 
tion of  many  things  in  this  sheet  which  ought  to 
have  had  a place — but  especially  the  official  returns 
of  the  late  elections.  It  may,  however,  suffice  for 
the  present  to  state,  that  in  Rhode  Island  the  election 
has  terminated  in  favor  of  the  whig  candidates  for 
congress,  as  follows: 

I Vhig.  Ad  ministration . 

Tillinghast,  3079  Pearce,  2683 

Cranston,  3626  Howard,  2623 

It  is  stated  that  the  whigs  have  also  obtained  a 
majority  of  fifteen  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

in  Kentucky,  John  L.  MurrSy,  (Ad.)  and  not 
Mr.  Chambers,  has  been  elected  from  the  first  dis- 
trict. Tiie  Lexington  Intelligencer  says  that  Mr. 
Murray  is  pledged  to  go  lor  a national  bank,  and  was 
supported  by  a large  body  of  whigs  in  Ins  district. 
Li  the  thirteenth  district,  there  were  three  candi- 
dates, viz.  Mr.  Southgate  (Whig,)  and  Messrs. 
Phelps  and  Trimble,  (Ad.)  Mr.  Southgate’s  ma- 
jority over  Phelps  is  340,  and  over  Messrs.  Phelps 
and  Trimble  together,  11  1. 

In  Indiana,  Mr.  Ratliff  Boone,  the  former  re- 
presentative, and  a friend  of  (ho  administration, 
lias  been  elected,  and  not  Mr.  Pitcher.  The  offi- 
cial return  of  the  vote,  published  in  the  Indiana 
Journal,  and  certified  by  the  secretary  of  slate, 
gives  Mr.  Boone  a majority  of  47  votes.  We  have 
not  seen  full  returns  of  the  vote  for  governor. 

In  Alabama,  Messrs.  Lyon,  Chapman  and  Mar- 
tin, friends  of  the  administration,  and  Messrs.  Law- 


ler and  Lewis,  whigs.  have  been  elected.  The  re- 
turns w ill  be  published  in  our  next. 

In  Michigan,  Isaac  E.  Crary  (Ad.)  has  been 
elected. 

■ Death  of  Col.  Standifer,  of  Tknn.  We 
regret  to  state  tiiat  col.  James  Staridifer,  a member 
of  congress  elect  from  Tennessee,  died  on  the  20th 
ult'.,  whilst  on  his  way  to  the  seat  of  government. 
Gov.  Cannon  lias  issued  a proclamation  for  an  espe- 
cial election,  to  be  held  on  the  loth  i list.,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  this  melancholy  evenl. 

Gen.  Ripley  of  Louisiana.  II  is  stated  that 
general  Ripley  is  about  to  resign  his  seat  in  con- 
gress on  account  of  ill  health. 

M.  D.  Albuquerque,  charge  d’affaires  of  Brazil, 
with  his  lady,  arrived  in  Washington  a few  days  since. 

“Camit.lus.”  We  state,  on  due  authority,  that 
the  essavs  over  this  signature  which  appeared  in 
the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  and  excited  so  much 
interest  throughout  the  country,  were  not  written 
by  Reuben  1V1.  Whitney,  as  recently  stated,  hut  by 
the  hon.  James  Garland,  a gentleman  of  distinguish- 
ed talents  and  a member  of  the  present  congress 
from  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Call  for  volunteers — Florida  war.  An 
extra  from  the  Nashville  Banner  furnishes  the 
annexed  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the 
governor  of  Tennessee: 

War  department,  Avg.  IS,  1837. 
Sir:  The  continuance  of  the  war  in  Florida  ren- 
ders it  necessary  once  more  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  brave  Tennes- 
seeans. General  Jesup  has  been  directed  to  call 
upon  your  excellency  for  such  militia  and  volunteer 
force  as  he  may  require  for  the  next  campaign  in 
Florida.  It  would  be  very  deferrable  if  practicable, 
that  the  volunteer  companies  so  raised,  should  be 
detached  from  all  regimental  organization,  and  be 
composed  of  not  more  than  one  hundred,  nor  less 
than  sixty-eight  privates. 

Gen.  jesup  will  designate  the  description  of 
troops  he  requires,  but  it  is  important  to  have  about 
two  hundred  men  accustomed  to  the  use  and  care  of 
horses,  who  can  proceed  to  Florida  by  water  and  be 
there  mounted.  The  volunteers  may  be  engaged  for 
six  months  unless  sooner  dicharged. 

As  the  time  is  short,  tiie  troops  being  required  in 
October,  I write  in  anticipation  of  general  Jesup’s 
call  upon  you,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  he  induced 
fo  take  such  measures  as  may  suggest  themselves 
to  you  to  procure  as  early  as  possible,  the  volun- 
teers he  will  require.  Very  respectfully  your  most 
ob’t.  serv’t,  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Ilis  excellency  N.  Cannon,  governor  of  Tennessee, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  Mediterranean  steam  packets,  estab- 
lished by  the  French  post  office  department,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  up  a regular  communication 
between  Marseilles  and  the  ports  of  (lie  Levant, 
depart  and  return  every  ten  days,  leaving  Marseilles 
on  the  1st,  11th  and  21st  of  each  month,  and  Con- 
stantinople on  the  6th,  16th  and  26th.  and  touchingat 
Leghorn,  Civita  Vecchia,  Naples,  Malta,  Syra  and 
Smyrna,  both  going  out  and  returning  home.  The 
communication  with  Greece  and  Egypt  is  effected 
by  means  of  another  line  of  packets,  which  leave 
Alexandria  on  the  6th,  16th  and  26(1),  and  Athens 
on  (he  1st,  11th  and  21st  of  each  month. 

There  are  ten  packets,  of  160  horse  power  each, 
with  a crew  of  forty-two  men,  commanded  by  an 
officer  of  the  royal  navy.  A restaurateur  on  board 
is  appointed  to  supply  the  passengers  with  their 
subsistence.  The  charge  for  berths  is  fixed  as  fol- 
lows: Berths  of  the  first  class  90  centimes  each, 
for  every  sea  league  of  25  to  a degree;  berths 
of  the  second  class  60  centimes;  berths  of  tiie 
third  class,  upon  deck,  30  centimes.  The  subsist- 
ence of  passengers  of  the  first  class  is  fixed  at  6 
francs  a head  per  diem;  and  those  ol'  the  second 
class  at  4 francs.  Passengers  of  the  third  class  pro- 
vide themselves  from  the  bill  of  fare  at  moderate 
prices.  The  charge  for  subsistence  is  unconnected 
with  the  passage  money,  and  paid  directly  by  the 
passenger  to  the  restaurateur.  [A7,  Y.  Mer.  Adv , 
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Payment  of  members  of  congress.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury: 

Treasury  department,  Aug.  16s  1S37. 

Sir:  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  con- 
gress makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprise  you,  in  order 
that  the  information  may  be  used  tor  the  benefit 
and  accommodation  of  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  that  this  department  will  be  pre- 
pared to  furnish  funds  for  their  payment  in  notes  of 
the  city  banks  or  specie,  or  to  give  drafts  upon  sev- 
eral of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  receivers  of 
the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite  banks,  in 
suitable' sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of 
them. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

TV.  S.  Franklin,  esq. 

Clerk  of  the  house  of  reps,  of  the  U.  S. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.  was  on  Thursday  the  24th 
ult.  presented  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  presi- 
dent, to  deliver  a letter  lrom  hi3  sovereign,  an- 
nouncing the  demise  of  the  late  king,  and  her 
majesty’s  accession  to  the  British  throne;  and  his 
new  credentials  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  present  queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

General  Ripley.  We  regret  to  learn  by  private 
letters,  that  this  veteran  soldier  and  patriot  continues 
ill  at  his  plantation  in  Louisiana.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  he  will  be  able  to  resume  his  sei.t  in  congress 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  we  fear  his 
precarious  health  may  induce  him  to  resign.  His  ill- 
ness results  from  a general  derangement  of  the  nerv- 
ous system,  occasioned  in  part  by  the  bullet  wound 
received  through  his  neck  at  the  sortie  of  Fort  Erie, 
and  partly  from  a sun-stroke,  he  imagines  he  experi- 
enced two  or  three  years  ago.  [ Madisonian . 

Hon.  Mr.  Ruggles.  It  is  stated  in  the  Portland 
Argus,  that  the  Hon.  John  Ruggles,  United  States 
senator  from  Maine,  was  very  severely  injured,  a 
few  days  since,  by  the  falling  of  a portion  of  a 
bridge.  He  has,  however,  sufficiently  recovered  to 
take  his  seat  in  the  senate. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Rush.  From  the  Washing 
ton  “Globe”  of  the  Slstult.  Extract  from  a letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  London,  July  12, 
1837. 

Referring  to  the  communication  I sent  you  in 
April,  on  the  subject  of  the  republication  here  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  to  the  hon.  Sherrod  Wil 
liams,  I perceive  that  some  of  our  papers  in  notic 
ing  my  communication  have  intimated  that  Mr. 
Stevenson  was  privy  to  it.  This  is  totally  un 
founded.  The  whole  was  written  as  it  now  stands 
on  my  own  impulse  entirely,  without  the  slightest 
foreknowledge  of  a word  of  it  on  his  part 

So  much  time  will  have  intervened  before  you 
receive  this,  that  the  subject  will  probably  have 
passed  from  the  public  view;  but  it  is  never  too 
late  to  do  justice,  and  I owe  it  to  Mr.  Stevenson  to 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  insert  this  as  an  addendum 
to  my  communication.  Richard  Rush. 

Land  sales  at  auction  in  New  Yoric.  The 
Albany  Argus  has  published  the  following  returns 
made  to  the  comptroller’s  office,  of  sales  of  land 
at  auction  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  on  the  31st  March,  1837. 

Amount  sold  $‘1,638,349 

do  bought  in  2,424,350 

Total  for  the  quarter $4,120,639 

For  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of 
June,  1837,  the  result  is  as  follows: 

Amount  sold  $235,165 

do  bought  in  241,928 

Total  for  the  quarter 


477,093 


Total  for  six  months  $4,597,792 

For  the  corresponding  quarters  in  the  year  1336 
the  total  sums  sold  and  bid  in  were  as  follows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  March,  31,  1836  $8,247,700 
For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1836  8,325,849 


Total  for  six  months  $16,573,549 

About  six  millions  of  the  above  sum  was  bought 
in,  leaving  the  actual  sales  for  six  months  at  over 
ten  and  a half  millions  of  dollars.  For  the  corres- 
ponding six  months  in  1837,  the  amount  bought  in 
was  $2,666,278;  leaving  the  actual  sales  for  six 
months  preceding  the  30th  June  last,  at  $1,931,514; 
and  for  the  last  three  months  of  this  time  the  sales 
were  only  $235,165.  The  total  amount  sold  and 
bought  in,  for  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  June, 


1837,  is  less  by  seven  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  than  for  the  corresponding  three  months 
in  1836. 

Lehigh  coal  trade,  &c.  The  Philadelphia 
Commercial  List  contains  the  following  statement 
of  the  quantity  of  coal  brought  to  market  by  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  from  their 
mines  at  Mauch  Chunk  and  Room  Run,  from  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  1st  of  August,  an- 
nually, during  the  years  1834,  ’35,  ’36,  and  ’37: 

In  1834  the  amount  was  53,337  tons  12  cwt. 

1835  61,527  4 

1836  60,279 

1837  98,972  9 

Shewing  an  increase  this  year  of  37,445  tons  over 

the  same  period  in  any  preceding  year. 

From  the  opening  of  the  canal  'this  season  up  to 
the  1st  of  August,  the  receipts  for  tolls  amounted  to 
eighty-five  thousand  dollars. 

We  know  of  no  single  instance  better  calculated 
to  show  the  importance  and  rapid  increase  of  the 
Pennsylvania  coal  trade  than  the  above  facts.  In 
addition  to  the  tolls  received  for  the  transportation 
ot  coal,  the  company  derive  a handsome  profit  on 
the  coal  itself,  which  is  sold  on  the  landings.  From 
this  time  forward  their  income  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  tolls  derived  on  coal  sent  by  the  Le- 
high canal  from  Beaver  meadow,  Summit,  Hazelton, 
Northampton,  and  Luzerne  and  Spring  mountain 
coal  companies.  The  former  of  these  companies 
has  already  shipped,  this  season,  15,000  tons  of  coal. 

During  the  past  and  present  year,  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  have  been  actively 
employed  in  extending  their  canal  to  Whitehaven, 
a distance  of  twenty-six  miles.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  1500  workmen  engaged  upon  it,  and  it  is 
expected  that  it  will  be  nearly  if  not  entirely  com- 
pleted this  year. 

In  order  to  form  a junction  from  Whitehaven  with 
the  North  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Canal 
at  Wilkesbarre,  surveys  of  several  routes  have  been 
made  for  a railroad,  and  a committee  from  this  city 
is  now  engaged  in  examining  them,  in  order  to  fix 
upon  the  most  eligible  route. 

The  early  completion  of  this  work  will  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  trade  of  Philadelphia.  By  this 
route  a large  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  north- 
western part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  south- 
western tier  of  counties  in  New  York,  will  find 
their  nearest  and  cheapest  route  to  market. 

Indians  for  Florida.  Orders,  we  understand, 
have  been  issued  by  the  secretary,  of  war  to  major 
Dougherty,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  to  take  one  thousand  Indian  war- 
riors to  Florida,  if  they  can  be  induced  to  go.  The 
order,  as  report  says,  directs  major  Dougherty  to 
procure  the  service  of  400  Shawnees,  200  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  200  Delawares,  and  200  Kickapoos.  The 
major  is  to  accompany  the  Indians,  not  in  the  char- 
acter of  commander,  but  as  agent,  and  for  his  servi- 
ces is  to  have  a colonel’s  pay. 

[ St.  Louis  Republican,  Aug.  17. 

Mr.  Wolff,  the  missionary,  has  arrived  in 
New  York  from  Bombay,  which  place ‘he  reached 
by  the  way  of  Egypt,  Persia,  Cochin  China,  &c. 
His  wife,  Lady  Georgiana,  and  his  family  are  still 
in  England.  lie  is  preaching  at  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle,  and  has  published  the  following: 
Proclamation  of  the  reverend  Joseph.  Wolff. , rnissionary 
to  all  the  Churches  in  America. 

Joseph  Wolff,  a servant  of  God  and  the  Lerd  Jesus 
Christ,  to  all  the  Christians  in  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  greeting: 

You  are  already  informed  of  my  object  and  pur- 
suits. Seventeen  years  I have  now  preached  the  gos- 
pel of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  God’s  grace,  from 
London  to  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Egypt,  Mount  Sinai, 
Palestine,  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  Macedonia,  Greece,  Tur- 
key, Mesopotamia,  Armenia,  Persia,  Toorkestaun, 
Bokhara,  Balkh,  Cabool,  Lahore,  Hindoostaun, 
Cashrneer,  the  Himmalayah  Mountains,  Cochin, 
and  lately  in  Yemen  and  Abyssinia,  and  the  island 
of  St.  Helena.  I recollect  with  pleasure  the  time 
when  I preached  in  Palestine  the  gospel  of  Christ 
to  Jews  and  Gentile,  in  brotherly  unity  with  Fisk 
and  King,  both  of  them  your  countrymen. 

Nowr,  the  ill  state  of  my  health  having  obliged  me 
to  discontinue  my  journey  in  Africa,  I have,  on  my 
arrival  at  Bombay,  resolved  to  visit  you  liberally 
minded  inhabitants  of  America.  Mr.  Allen,  the 
American  missionary  at  Bombay,  and  Mr.  Farish, 
the  member  of  counsel  there,  have  furnished  me 
with  letters  of  introduction  for  their  friends  in  this 
country.  The  object  of  my  coming  to  America  is 
to  preach  the  tidings  of  salvation  to  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile; 2dly,  To  inform  Christians  and  Jews  here  of 
the  state  of  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahomedanism, 
and  Paganism  in  the  East;  3dly,  To  give  informa- 


tion of  the  customs  and  manners  and  religious  creeds 
of  different  sects,  as  far  as  they  illustrate  and  con- 
firm the  truth  contained  in  sacred  writ;  4thly,  To 
enquire  into  the  history  and  religious  creeds  of  the 
Indians  in  America.  I anticipated,  therefore,  on 
my  journey,  great  joy  in  the  thought  of  giving  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  every  good  Christian  in 
America.  I beg,  therefore,  Christian  preachers  of 
every  denomination  to  give  me  opportunity  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  all,  to  call  on  all  of  you:  “Fear  God, 
and  give  glory  to  Him.”  To  preach  repentance 
towards  God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I am  at  present  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, 64  Varick  street.  New  York. 

Joseph  Wolff, 
Missionary  in  Asia  and  Africa. 

New  York,  24 th  August,  1837. 

Statistics  of  Richmond,  Va.  There  are — 1 
paper  mill,  2 cotton  mills,  2 cotton  factories,  4 foun- 
dries, 3 very  extensive  flour  mills,  one  rolling  for 
rolling  iron,  and  another  building,  screw  factory  and 
2 saw  mills. 


The  trade  of  the  James  river  canal  will  average 
about,  for  the 

Ascending. 

Descending. 

3,000 

800,000  bushels  coal  (bituminous.) 



19,000  hhds.  tobacco. 

700 

180,000  bushels  wheat. 

600 

130,000  barrels  flour. 

15,000 

25,000  bushels  corn. 

800 

400  tons  bar  iron 

90 

2,000  tons  pig  iron. 



4,000  tons  stone. 

4,500 

tons  plaster,  lime,  &c. 

— 

5,000  cords  wood. 



220,000  staves. 

— 

120,000  hoop  poles. 

250,000 

shingles. 

120,000 

1,600,000  feet  plank. 

29,000 

laths. 

10,000,000 

600,000  unenumerated  articles,  &c. 

2,000 

70  hhds.  whiskey. 

650 

bbls.  rum. 



3,000,000  lbs.  manufactured  tobacco. 

25,000 

sacks  salt. 

In  the  counties  which  send  their  products  into 
the  vallejr  of  James  river,  there  are  eleven  foun- 
dries, (iron)  besides  three  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, which  will  be  put  in  operation  in  1838. 
These  will  be  capable  of  making  10,000  tons  of  pig 
iron  annually. 

The  Richmond  rolling  mill  turns  out  about  40 
tons  of  bar  iron  per  week.  [Balt.  Merchant. 

Capital  punishment.  The  states  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  have  reframed  their  laws  in 
regard  to  capital  crimes,  so  that,  although  they 
have  not  positively  abolished  the  punishment  of 
death,  yet  the  practical  operation  of  the  late  en- 
actments, in  both  these  states,  will  probably  be  to 
save  the  feelings  of  the  community  from  a repeti- 
tion of  the  shocking  exhibitions  which  have  occur- 
red in  each  within  a few  years  past.  In  New 
Hampshire  it  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury  to  con- 
vict capitally,  or  so  as  that  the  punishment  of  death 
will  not  be  executed,  and  this  without  any  evasion 
of  the  law  or  neglect  of  duty.  In  Maine,  when 
sentence  of  death  is  passed,  it  is  not  to  be  executed 
within  one  year,  nor  then,  unless  the  governor,  in 
view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  shall  or- 
der it;  otherwise,  the  convict  is  to  be  subjected  to 
perpetual  solitary  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor 
and  civil  death.  [Gloucester  Democrat. 

Treasury  drafts.  There  has  been  considera- 
ble improvement  in  treasury  drafts  since  our  last; 
$12,000  were  sold  in  sums  of  from  $500  to  $5,000, 
a 7h  premium.  Otters  were  made  for  large  sums  in 
addition  at  that  price  without  success.  [Com.Adv. 

Note  by  the  Globe.  It  may  be  noticed,  that  the 
drafts  of  the  treasury,  which  sell  so  high,  are  those 
drawn  on  banks,  and  which,  though  the  banks  have 
stopped  specie  payments,  are,  by  the  prompt  course 
pursued  in  the*  department  to  have  them  otherwise 
redeemed,  quite  7£  per  cent,  above  the  par  of  bank 
notes. 

The  treasury  drafts  drawn  on  the  mint,  tne  land 
officers  and  collectors,  and  which  we  understand  are 
considerable  in  number,  are  probably  eight  or  nine 
per  cent,  above  paper,  and  as  high,  it  not  higher, 
for  some  purposes,  than  specie  itself.  [Globe. 

OFFICIAL  NOTICES,  &e. 

CIRCULAR  TO  TENSION  AGENTS. 

Treasury  department,  second  comptroller’s  office, 
August,  1837. 

Sir:  Ip.  future,  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  at- 
torney of  a pensioner  under  the  act  of  J uly  4,  1836, 
may  be  taken  before  any  person  duly  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  your  state  to  administer  oaths.  The 
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following  form  is  substituted  for  form  B,  prescribed 
by  the  circular  from  this  office  of  July  1G,  1836. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ALBION  K.  PARRIS,  comptroller. 

Slate  (or  Terrilorij)  of , > 

county  of , ) 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  clay  of 
1S3  , before  me,  a , duly  authorized  by 

the  laws  of  the  state  to  administer  oaths,  personally 
appeared  , the  attorney  named  in 

the  foregoing  power  of  attorney,  and  made  oath 
that  he  has  no  interest  whatever  in  the  money  he  is 
authorized  to  receive  by  virtue  of  the  foregoing 
power  of  attorney,  either  by  any  pledge,  mortgage, 
sale,  assignment,  or  transfer,  and  that  he  does  not 
know  or  believe  that  the  same  has  been  so  disposed 
of,  to  any  person  whatever. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  last 
above  writen.  Before  me — 


Note. — This  affidavit  must  be  signed  by  the  at- 
torney, and  may  be  taken  before  any  person  duly 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  state  or  territory  to 
administer  oaths. 


I135CP.EE  Or  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  LIMA. 

Department  of  stale,  August  23,  1S37. 

Notice  has  been  received  at  this  department 
from  the  United  States  consul  at  St.  Salvador,  that 
a decree  was  issued  by  the  government  of  Lima 
on  the  2d  February  last,  prohibiting  vessels,  under 
penalty  of  being  treated  as  smugglers,  from  trading 
with  any  of  the  ports  of  the  Peru-Bolivian  confede- 
ration, that  shall  have  touched  in  a port  of  Chili,  so 
long  as  the  government  of  that  republic  shall  con- 
tinue to  wage  war  upon  the  states  of  the  said  con- 
federation. 

This  decree  is  to  come  into  operation  at  different 
periods: 

After  ten  months,  with  respect  to  ships  proceed- 
ing from  Asia,  Africa  and  Europe. 

After  eight  months  with  respect  to  those  proceed- 
ing from  the  United  States. 

Alter  six  months  with  respect  lo  those  proceeding 
from  the  ports  of  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  republic. 

And  after  four  months  with  respect  those  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Equator,  New  Grenada,  Mexico, 
and  Central  America. 

As  well  for  ships  under  any  other  neutral  flag, 
whose  ordinary  traffic  lies  exclusively  within  the 
Pacific. 

Vessels  arriving  after  these  periods  in  the  ports 
of  the  confederation,  having  touched  previously  at 
any  of  those  of  Chili,  are  to  be  treated  as  smug- 
glers; such  alone  excepted  as  shall  produce  docu- 
ments to  show  that  their  doing  so  was  compulsory, 
in  order  to  avoid  some  imminent  peril. 

These  documents  were  to  be  defined  in  a separate 
decree,  but  which  had  not  reached  the  said  consul. 


THE  ARMY SPECIAL  ORDEP.S. 

Aug.  18 — Assistant  surgeon  J.  C.  Reynolds,  re- 
lieved from  duty  in  Indian  department,  and  ordered 
to  Fort  Gibson. 

Aug.  IS — Surgeon  IT.  S.  Hawkins  to  New  Or- 
leans, for  duty  at  that  post.  Assistant  surgeon  C. 
McDongall,  to  Fort  Brady,  to  relieve  assistant  sur- 
geon Porter.  Assistant  surgeon  J.  J.  B.  Wright,  to 
Fort  Snelling,  to  relieve  assistant  surgeon  Emerson, 
who  will  repair  to  Jefferson  Barracks  and  await 
further  orders.  Assistant  surgeon  J.  B.  Porter, 
sick,  leave  3 months. 

' Aug.  21 — Capt.  A.  Mordecai,  ordnance,  leave 
until  Sept.  30. 

The  following  officers  temporarily  assigned  to  re- 
cruiting service,  with  directions  to  report  to  col. 
Cutler: 

Captain  George  C.  TIutter,  6th  infantry. 

Captain  St.  C.  Demi]',  5th  infantry. 

Lieut.  Geo.  C.  Thomas,  4th  artillery. 

Lieut.  E.  G.  Mitchell,  1st  infantry. 

Lieut.  S.  Casey,  2d  infantry. 

Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Field,  3d  infantry. 

Lieut.  C.  H.  Larned,  4th  infantry. 

PROMOTION. 

July  22 — Assistant  surgeon  W.  L.  Wharton,  to 
be  surgeon,  vice  Minis,  resigned. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

July  29 — W.  S.  King,  assistant  surgeon. 

Aug.  16 — Woodburne  Potter,  2d  It.  7th  infantry. 

Aug.  17 — James  Monroe,  2d  lieut.  6th  infantry. 

RESIGNATION. 

L.  D.  Cabanne,  2d  lieut.  1st  infantry,  Aug.  21. 

The  following  order,  though  not  of  general  in- 
terest, will  be  useful  for  reference. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  54. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army , adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  Aug.  IS,  1837. 
The  subjoined  statement  of  the  cost  of  clothing 
and  equipage  for  the  army  has  been  received  from 


the  war  department,  and  is  published  as  a substi- 
tute for  that  contained  in  “general  order  No.  26.” 
The  prices  set  opposite  to  each  article  will  go- 
vern in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  soldiers: 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  clothing  and  equipage  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1837, 
■with  the  allowances  of  clothing  lo  each,  soldier  dur- 
ing his  enlistment  and  Iris  proportion  for  each 
year. 


CLOTHING. 

Drags 

Arty. 

Infy. 

Fr  3 

ys 

cts. 

$ 

cts. 

$ 

cts. 

2 

3 

Uniform  cap 

1 

75 

1 

75 

1 

75 

1 

0 

0 

tulip 

- 

161 

- 

ii 

- 

a 

1 

0 

0 

cap  plate 

- 

28  V 

- 

05 

- 

05 

1 

0 

0 

band  and  tassels 

- 

70 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0 

0 

number 

_ 

- 

- 

04 

- 

04 

1 

0 

0 

hair  plume 

- 

60 

- 

10 

- 

- 

1 

0 

0 

cannon  X 

1 

0 

0 

bugle 

10 

1 

0 

0 

pompon 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

18 

l 

0 

0 

do.  non-com.  staff 

- 

- 

- 

371 

- 

374 

1 

0 

0 

Forage  cap 

_ 

85 

_ 

75 

- 

75 

1 

0 

0 

letter 

- 

05 

_ 

05 

- 

05 

I 

0 

0 

Coat,  sergeant  major’s 

7 

561 

9 

m 

8 

49 

1 

1* 

0 

Qr.  master  serg’ts 

7 

561 

9 

S 

49 

1 

1* 

0 

chief  musician’s 

9 

00 

- 

- 

10 

07 

1 

1* 

0 

sergeant’s  (a) 
musician’s 

6 

13 

6 

85 

6 

401 

1 

1* 

0 

7 

51 

8 

llj 

7 

96 

1 

1* 

0 

corpl’s  Sc  private’s 

6 

7-} 

6 

32 

6 

38 

1 

1* 

0 

Epaulettes, n. com.  staff 

- 

- 

2 

50 

2 

50 

1 

1 

0 

sergeant’s 

- 

- 

1 

00 

1 

00 

1 

1 

0 

corporal’s 

- 

- 

1 

00 

1 

00 

1 

1 

0 

Shoulder  straps 

- 

93 

- 

50 

- 

50 

1 

1 

0 

Aiguillette 

1 

75 

1 

75 

1 

75 

1 

0 

0 

Sash 

1 

95 

2 

25 

2 

25 

1 

0 

0 

Wool  jacket,  sergeant’s 

5 

61 

3 

51 

3 

-14 

1 

1 

It 

It 

private’s 

5 

n 

3 

51 

3 

44 

1 

1 

Wool  overalls,  sergt’s 

4 

714 

3 

35 

O 

321 

2 

2 

2 

private’s 

4 

471 

3 

051 

3 

054 

2 

2 

2 

Cotton  jacket,  sergt’s 

1 

11 

i 

034 

- 

984 

t 

1 

1 

private’s 

- 

99-1 

- 

891 

- 

844 

1 

1 

1 

Cotton  overalls,  sergt’s 

1 

29i 

- 

801 

- 

S0£ 

3 

3 

3 

private’s 

1 

14 

- 

691 

- 

694 

3 

3 

3 

Cotton  shirt,  sergeant’s 

- 

664 

- 

661 

- 

664 

2 

2 

2 

private’s 

- 

561 

- 

564 

- 

56  4 

2 

2 

2 

Flannel  shirt. 

1 

m 

i 

12  J 

1 

12* 

2 

2 

2 

Drawers,  pair 

- 

56 

- 

56 

- 

56 

2 

0 

1 

Laced  boots,  pair 

1 

621 

i 

62 

1 

624 

3 

3 

3 

Stockings,  pair 

- 

351 

- 

35  J 

- 

351 

3 

3 

3 

Leather  stock 

_ 

13 

- 

13 

- 

13 

1 

0 

0 

Great  coat 

11 

96j- 

9 

59 

9 

59 

1 

0 

0 

Fatigue  frock 

_ 

85 

_ 

_ ’ 

- 

- 

1 

0 

0 

Blanket 

_ 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

1 

1 

0 

Knapsack 

3 

42 

1 

42 

1 

42 

l 

0 

0 

Haversack 

1 

26 

- 

26 

- 

26 

1 

0 

0 

EQUIPAGE. 

Prices. 

EQUIPAGE. 

Prices. 

Marquee,  com. 

iff  124  00 

Spade 

$1  624 

Hospital  tent 

91  50 

Hatchet 

43 

Poles,  set 

1 50 

Camp  kettle 

1 00 

Wall  tent 

15  44 

Iron  pot 

1 80 

Fly 

6 50 

Mess  pan 

40 

Poles,  set 

2 00 

Canteen,  (wood) 

Common  tent 

9 32 

complete 

40 

Poles,  set 

1 50 

Canteen, (tin)  do 

49 

IN  .He  R.  col’s, set 

85  00 

Bed  sack,  double 

1 734 

Garrison  flag 

41  76 

single 

1 40 

Halliards,  set 

3 75 

Horse  blanket 

2 90 

Recruiting  (lag 

7 00 

Nose  bag 

1 00 

Guidon,  fordg’s 

9 00 

Brush 

40 

Drum, complete 

6 6z4 

Iron  comb 

124 

Head  batter 

1 00 

Saddle,  complete 

14  00 

Snare 

50 

Crupper 

374 

Sling 

45 

Stirrup  Jeath’s.pr 

624 

Sticks,  pair 

75 

Girth 

45 

Cord 

25 

Sursingl 

63? 

Snares,  set 

50 

Saddle  bags 

4 75 

Fife 

25 

Pad  & coat  straps 

1 00 

Bugle,  with  ex- 

Bridle,  complete 

5 00 

tra  m’th  piece 

4 50 

Martingale 

1 00 

Trumpet 

6 00 

Chain  halter 

1 75 

Bass  drum 

18  00 

Spurs,  pair 

1 50 

Axe 

1 25 

Curry  comb 

17 

* Artillery  and  infantry  (not  drag.’s  and  ord’ce) 
allowed  coats  the  2d  year. 

(•Dragoons  and  ordnance  (not  artillery  and  infan- 
try) allowed  wool  jackets  the  third  year. 

(a)  Ordnance  sergeants’  and  privates’  coats,  &c. 
same  price  as  those  of  artillery. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief: 

ROGER  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

[ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 


■ THE  CITY  OF  LOWELL. 

The  “city  of  spindles,”  as  it  is  termed,  is  one  of  the 
magic  creations  of  a few  years,  which  are  rarely  seen 
in  New  England,  but  of  common  occurrence  in  the 
far  west.  Theeditorof  the  Boston  Centincl  furnish- 
es an  interesting  description  of  it.  It  covers  one 
mile  square.  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  comprised 
within  the  domain  of  one  farmhouse.  The  first  pur- 
chases were  in  1821,  and  the  works  began  in  1822. 
The  canal,  which  here  forms  a short  cut  across  a 
great  bend  in  the  Merrimack,  and  which  was  con- 
structed before  ISIS,  furnishes  the  supply  of  water 
and  probably  suggested  the  locality.  The  Concord 
river  unites  with  the  Merrimack  opposite  the  city. 
Dracvl  is  the  name  of  the  town  opposite  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Merrimack.  The  population  is 
18,()pO,  two-thirds  of  which,  and  they  mosUy  females 
under  25  years  of  age,  are  connected  with  the  cot- 
ton factories.  All  girls  under  15,  by  law  must 
have  three  months’  schooling  each  year.  There  are 
but  very  few  under  ten  years.  There  are  twelve 
places  of  religious  worship.  The  Sunday  schools 
are  well  maintained,  the  older  girls  being  the  teach- 
ers. Tile  spectacle  ol  so  many  beautiful  faces  of  a 
Sunday,  reaching  three  miles  of  girls  in  length,  as  was 
said  when  general  Jackson  visited  them,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  imposing.  The  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  the  factories  is  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
The  compact  part  of  the  city,  including  the  facto- 
ries, is  on  a peninsula.  The  town  is  airy  and  well 
laid  out — the  houses  neat  and  many  of  them  only 
one  story.  Many  of  the  laborers  live  in  the  brick 
blocks  of  three  stories.  Last  year  four  large  facto- 
ries of  brick  were  erected,  each  five  stories  high, 
and  eight  brick  blocks  for  dwellings,  containing  ten 
tenements  each.  [ New  York  Star. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

London  dates  to  the  17th  and  Liverpool  to  the 
21st  of  July  have  been  received  at  New  York. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  17th  of  July 
by  the  queen  in  person.  The  following  account 
of  the  ceremony  affords  a striking  contrast  to  the 
comparatively  informal  manner  in  which  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  is  adjourned. 

London,  Monday,  July  17. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  interest  excited  by  the 
announcement  that  the  queen  would  this  day  pro- 
rogue parliament  in  person.  At  an  early  hour  all 
the  avenues  leading  to  the  galleries  of  the  house  of 
lords  were  crowded  with  ladies,  anxiously  waiting 
the  hour  for  admission,  which  was  fixed  for  12 
o’clock.  Punctually  at  that  time  (the  judicial  bu- 
siness of  the  house  having  terminated)  the  doors 
were  opened  for  those  having  tickets  to  the  stran- 
gers’ gallery,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  re- 
porters’ bench,  was  exclusively  appropriated  to 
peers’  daughters  and  other  ladies. 

In  the  body  of  the  house  most  of  the  seats  were 
ticketed  with  the  names  of  peeresses  who  intended 
to  be  present,  after  the  manner  of  the  house  of 
commons  when  a heavy  debate  is  expected,  and  in 
the  course  of  an  hour  about  a hundred  had  arrived. 
The  ladies  were  all  attired  in  deep  mourning,  with 
plumes  of  black  feathers,  which,  contrasted  with 
the  state  robes  of  the  peers,  and  the  brilliant  cos- 
tumes of  the  foreign  ministers  and  ambassadors, 
gave  to  the  bouse  a very  peculiar  and  striking  ap- 
pearance. 

At  half  past  one  there  was  scarcely  a seat  unoc- 
cupied, and  the  space  railed  olf  behind  the  episco- 
pal bench,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  foreign 
ministers,  being  found  insufficient  for  that  purpose, 
several  obtained  seats  in  the  peers’  gallery,  on  the 
right  of  the  throne.  In  the  left  hand  gallery  we 
observed  earl  Grey,  and  the  earl  of  Durham  and 
his  family.  The  earl  of  Durham  subsequently  took 
his  seat  among  the  foreign  ambassadors. 

The  throne  and  footstool  (both  of  which  were 
covered  with  rich  crimson  velvet)  appeared  to  be 
new;  but  in  other  respects  no  change  was  made. 
The  old  canopy  remained,  and  the  initials  “G.  R.” 
behind  the  throne  were  unaltered. 

The  lord  chancellor,  habited  in  bis  state  robes, 
entered  the  house  at  about  a quarter  to  two.  At 
this  time  upwards  of  120  peers  had  assembled,  and 
as  the  space  allotted  to  the  ladies  and  occupied  by 
them  bore  a very  large  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  whole  house,  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that 
many  of  their  lordships  procured  seats. 

At  2 o’clock,  the  first  gun  was  heard,  announc- 
ing her  majesty’s  departure  from  the  palace.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  her  royal  highness  the  dutch- 
ess  of  Kent,  accompanied  by  the  princess  of  Lei- 
ningen,  entered  the  house.  All  the  peers  and 
peeresses  present  rose  on  her  entrance.  Her  royal 
highness  and  the  princess  took  their  seats  on  the 
woolsack,  immediately  in  front  of  the  throne,  and 
with  their  faces  turned  towards  it.  The  duke  of 
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Sussex,  who  had  taken  a position  on  the  left  of  the 
throne,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  her  majesty, 
advanced  towards  her  royal  highness  as  soon  as  she 
had  taken  her  seat  on  the  woolsack,  and  continued 
lor  some  time  in  animated  conversation  with  her. 

At  this  time  the  house  was  completely  crowded 
in  every  part,  and  as  the  shouts  of  the  populace, 
announcing  the  near  approach  of  her  majesty,  be- 
came audible  above  the  roar  of  the  cannon,  the  in- 
terest within  the  narrow  walls  of  the  house  deep- 
ened into  a perfect  intensity;  the  loud  hum  of  con- 
versation ceased;  each  peer  assumed  his  proper 
place;  every  eye  was  bent  with  an  anxious  solici- 
tude towards  the  passage  at  which  her  majesty  was 
to  enter. 

In  the  midst  of  the  deep  and  unbroken  silence 
which  now  prevailed,  marking,  in  the  most  strik- 
ing manner,  the  interest  which  all  present  took  in 
the  appearance  of  their  youthful  sovereign,  the 
dutchess  of  Kent  might  well  be  pardoned  an  anx- 
ious feeling;  but  as  far  as  we  could  observe,  her 
royal  highness  betrayed  no  symptom  of  uneasiness, 
beyond  that  of  constantly  and  anxiously  directing 
her  eyp_".  tn  the  passage  by  which  her  illustrious 
daughter  was  to  approach  the  throne. 

Precisely  at  twenty  minutes  to  3 o’clock  her  ma- 
jesty, preceded  by  the  heralds  and  lords  in  waiting, 
and  attended  by  ail  the  great  officers  of  state— the 
lord  chancellor  carrying  the  cap  of  maintenance, 
the  duke  of  Somerset  bearing  the  crown  upon  a 
cushion,  and  lord  Melbourne  holding  tile  sword  of 
state — entered  the  house.  The  peers  and  peeresses 
rose  as  her  majesty  entered  and  continued  standing. 

The  ladies  in  waiting,  and  the  pages  who  bore 
her  majesty’s  train,  took  their  places  behind  the 
throne.  The  lord  chancellor,  the  marquis  of  Lans- 
downe,  viscount  Duncannon  and  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, stood  on  the  steps  of  the  throne,  to  the  right 
of  her  majesty,  and  on  the  left  stood  viscount  Mel- 
bourne, the  duke  of  Somerset,  and  the  duke  of  Sus- 
sex. 

Her  majesty  was  splendidly  attired.  Beneath  a 
mantle  and  train  of  the  richest  crimson,  she  wore  a 
robe  of  white  satin  wrought  with  gold;  a circlet  cf 
diamonds  glittered  on  her  brow;  the  blue  riband  of 
the  order  of  the  garter  crossed  her  bosom  and 
fastened  on  the  left  side;  a profusion  of  large  and 
costly  diamonds  hung  upon  her  neck. 

Her  majesty  ascended  the  throne  with  a firm  and 
composed  step,  and  for  several  moments  continued 
standing,  graciously  regarding  all  around  her. 

At  this  moment  the  interest  of  the  scene  was 
at  its  height;  and  the  spectacle  of  so  young  and 
beautiful  a sovereign  so  surrounded,  and  deportin''- 
herself  in  a situation  so  new,  with  an  easy  dignity 
and  natural  grace  that  could  not  be  surpassed,  was 
a sight  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  On  taking  her 
seat,  her  majesty’s  countenance  became  slightly 
flushed;  and,  once  more  looking  round  her,  seeing 
that  the  peers  remained  standing,  she  said  in  a low 
tone  ot  voice,  but  bending  gracefully  forward,  and 
with  an  easy  gesture  of  the  hand,  “my  lords,  he 
seated.” 

Sir  Augustus  _ Clifford,  the  usher  of  the  black 
rod,  was  then  directed  to  summon  the  commons; 
and  in  a few  minutes  the  members  of  that  house, 
beaded  by  the  speaker,  appeared  before  the  bar. 
The  turbulent  mode  of  their  entrance,  and  the  al- 
most boisterous  struggle  for  precedence  that  took 
place  between  some  ot  them,  appeared  to  afford 
her  majesty  much  amusement.  She  smiled,  and 
looked  quickly  round  at  the  lords  who  stood  near 
the  throne.  After  a short  pause,  the  speaker  ad- 
dressed her  majesty  to  the  following  effect: 

May  it  please  your  majesty — 

We,  your  majesty’s  faithful  commons,  attend  you 
on  this  the  first  occasion  since  your  majesty’s 
accession  t©  the  throne  of  this  United  Kingdom. 
We  assure  your  majesty  that  we  cordially  partici- 
pate in  that  strong  and  universal  feeling  of  dutiful 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  your  majesty’s  per- 
son which  prevails  among  a free  and  loyal' people, 
whose  representatives  we  are;  and  we  trust  that 
this  feeling  will  be  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
a long  course  ot  constitutional,  beneficent  and  wise 
government. 

Several  measures,  and  one  of  them  especially  of 
the  very  greatest  difficulty  and  iinportan  ce,  were 
recommended  to  our  serious  and  deliberate  conside- 
ration in  the  gracious  speech  which  was  delivered 
by  the  lords  commissioners  on  the  part  of  his  late 
majesty,  at  the  opening  ot  the  present  session  of 
ai  liament.  Circumstances  have  made  it  impossi- 
le  that  these  measures  should  be  perfected  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session;  but  we  cherish  the 
hope  that  the  care  anil  deliberation  which  have 
been  so  earnestly  bestowed  upon  them  will  not 
have  been  in  vain,  and  will  lead  to  their  being 
hereafter  matured  ami  carried  into  effect  with  gene- 
ral concurrence,  and  with  a sure  prospect  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 


We  have  passed  an  aet  establishing  simple  and 
definite  rules  for  the  execution  of  wills.  This 
measure,  we  confidently  expect,  will  be  found  to 
be  most  beneficial,  and  will  be  received  with  satis- 
faction, because  it  tends  to  promote  concord  and 
happiness  among  a large  portion  of  the  community, 
by  giving  certainty  and  security  to  the  transmis- 
sion of  property.  The  mitigation  of  the  severity 
of  the  criminal  law  has  engaged  our  most  serious 
attention,  and  we  have  materially  diminished  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  capital  punishment  is  to 
be  inflicted. 

In  framing  these  measures,  we  have  proceeded 
with  the  benefit  of  experience,  which  has  shown 
that  those  punishments  alone  are  effectual  which 
carry  with  them  a large  portion  of  public  sympa- 
thy and  feeling;  and  we  cordially  rejoice  that  we 
have  so  far  been  able  to  give  effect  to  those  wise 
and  humane  principles  of  criminal  legislation  which 
have  been  generally  diffused  and  approved. 

We  entertain  a confident  hope  that  our  efforts  to 
mitigate  the  severity  of  the  law  will  this  day  he 
sanctioned  by  your  majesty’s  approbation,  and 
hereafter  by  the  judgment  of  an  enlightened  and 
grateful  people.  We  have  provided  for  the  expen- 
diture ol  the  year  with  a strict  regard  to  economy, 
but  with  a liberality  which  we  hope  will  secure  the 
efficiency  of  the  public  service,  and  enable  your 
majesty  to  sustain  the  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country.  We  now  dutifully  offer  to  your  majesty 
“an  act  to  supply  the  sum  of  £5,220,000  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  to  the  service  of  the  year, 
1837,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies  granted  in 
this  session  of  parliament,”  to  which  we  pray  your 
majesty  to  give  your  royal  assent. 

The  queen  then  read  the  following  most  gracious 
speech  in  a clear  and  unfaltering  tone,  and  with  an 
unequalled  sweetness  of  voice. 

“■Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons: 

“I  thank  you  for  the  liberal  supplies  which  you 
have  granted  for  the  public  service  of  the  year,  as 
well  as  the  provision  you  have  made  to  meet  the 
payments  usually  chargeable  upon  the  civil  list. 

“I  will  give  directions  that  the  public  expendi- 
ture, in  all  its  branches,  he  administered  with  the 
strictest  economy. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

“In  taking  leave  of  this  parliament,  I return  you 
thanks  for  the  zeal  and  assiduity  with  which  you 
have  applied  yourselves  to  the  public  business  of 
the  countiy. 

“Although  your  labors  have  been  unexpectedly 
interrupted  by  the  melancholy  event  which  has  tak- 
en place,  I trust  that  they  will  have  the  beneficial 
effect  of  advancing  the  progress  of  legislation  in  a 
new  parliament.  I perceive  with  satisfaction  that 
you  have  brought  to  maturity  some  useful  measures, 
among  which  I regard  with  peculiar  interest  the 
amendment  of  the  criminal  code,  and  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  capital  punishments.  I hail  this 
mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the  law  as  an  auspi- 
cious commencement  of  rny  reign. 

“I  ascend  the  throne  with  a deep  sense  of  the 
responsibility  which  is  imposed  upon  me;  but  I am 
supported  by  the  consciousness  of  my  own  right 
intentions,  and  by  my  dependence  upon  the  protec- 
tion of  Almighty  God.  It  will  he  my  care  to 
strengthen  our  institutions,  civil  and  ecclesiastical, 
by  discreet  improvement  wherever  improvement  is 
required,  and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  compose  and 
allay  animosity  and  discord. 

“Acting  upon  these  principles,  I shall,  upon  all 
occasions,  look  with  confidence  to  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  and  the  affections  of  my  people,  which 
form  the  true  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  insure  the  stability  of  the  constitution.” 

A hum  of  admiration,  that  almost  threatened  to 
burst  into  a cheer,  ran  round  the  house  as  her  ma- 
jesty closed  the  speech. 

The  lord  charieeller  then  said:  It  is  her  majesty’s 
royal  will  and  pleasure  that  this  parliament  be  pro- 
rogued to  Thursday,  the  10th  day  of  August  next; 
and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thursday,  the  10th  day  of  August  next. 

Immediately  after  this  announcement,  her  majes- 
ty descended  the  throne,  and  quitted  the  house  in 
the  same  order  as  she  had  entered,  except  that  she 
was  now  followed  by  the  dutchess  of  Kent.  As  her 
majesty  left  the  house  she  smiled,  and  bowed  most 
graciously  to  several  peeresses  on  either  side.  Hav- 
ing re-entered  the  state  carriage,  her  majesty  re- 
turned to  the  palace  amid  the  enthusiastic  cheers  of 
a larger  concourse  of  people  than  we  ever  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  assembled  on  any  occasion  when 
a prorogation  of  parliament  has  taken  place. 

Parliament  having  been  prorogued  to  the  10th  of 
August,  a proclamation  was  published  on  the  17th 
of  July,  dissolving  the  same,  and  directing  new 
writs  of  election  to  be  issued,  returnable  on  the  11th 
of  September. 


The  London  papers  have  much  to  say,  of  course, 
upon  the  queen’s  speech,  and  both  parties  claim  it 
as  favorable  to  their  views  respectively — the  whigs 
confidently,  and  the  conservatives  as  men  vs  ho 
would  believe  it  if  they  could. 

The  ferocious  Times  says  it  is  on  the  whole  inof- 
fensive, although  inane.  The  Herald  calls  it  not  in- 
appropriate, although  liable  to  the  charge  of  indis- 
tinctness and  generalization.  The  Morning  Post 
declares  that  it  is  decidedly  conservative,  and  de- 
serving of  all  respect  and  approbation;  while  the 
Chronicle  affirms  that  it  is  distinguished. by  the 
beauty  of  its  language,  and  the  Morning  Advertiser 
that  it  is  a speech  of  much  greater  importance  than 
is  usual  on  such  occasions.  The  Advertiser  adds 
that  nothing  could  be  more  correct,  or  in  better 
taste,  than  her  majesty’s  elocution. 

The  indications  that  the  royal  favor  is  to  be  be- 
stowed decidedly  upon  the  whigs,  appear  to  he  al- 
most beyond  question.  The  countess  of  Mulgrave 
has  been  appointed  to  an  office  in  the  royal  house- 
hold— the  conduct  of  the  earl  of  Mulgrave,  in  his 
government  of  Ireland,  has  received  the  queen’s 
decided  approbation — and  every  tory  nobleman  or 
gentleman  in  the  royal  household  has  been  displac- 
ed to  make  room  for  a whig.  All  the  existing 
whig  appointments  are  confirmed,  from  lord  Mel- 
bourne down. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  has  offered  himself  as  a can- 
didate for  North  Wiltshire — or  rather  has  accepted 
a call  from  that  part  of  the  country. — being,  as  he 
says  in  his  letter,  restored  to  health  and  strength. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  in  the  house  of  commons, 
previous  to  the  prorogation,  col.  Thompson,  in  ac- 
cordance with  notice  previously  given,  enquired  if 
her  majesty’s  ministers  viewed  as  authentic  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  king  of  Hanover,  declaring  that 
he  considered  the  constitution  agreed  to  by  his  pre- 
decessors George  IV  and  William  IV,  as  binding  on 
him  neither  in  form  nor  substance, 'and  intimating  his 
intention  of  reverting  to  the  old  constitution  with- 
out consulting  the  states  general?  Mr.  P.  Thomp- 
son replied,  that  it  appeared  to  be  a question  for  the 
states  of  Hanover  to  answer.  Col.  Thompson  then 
gave  notice  that  he  would  move,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  next  session,  if  he  should  be  a member,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  declare  that,  in  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  of  the  crown,  no  foreign  prince 
or  potentate  ought  to  have  any  jurisdiction,  power, 
superiority,  pre-eminence,  authority,  or  succession 
within  this  realm,  or  any  of  the  queen’s  dominions; 
and  to  vest  the  succession,  in  the  event  of  the  de- 
mise of  her  majesty,  in  prince  George  of  Cam- 
ridge,  and  his  heirs.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  attorney  general  begged  to  give  notice  that, 
if  he  should  have  the  honor  of  being  a member  ot 
the  next  parliament,  he  should  move  lor  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  unless,  as  he  fondly  hoped,  such  a measure 
should  auspiciously  commence  in  the  other  house  of 
parliament. 

The  following  is  the  passage  of  the  king’s  pro- 
clamation, to  which  allusion  was  made  in  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons,  as  stated  above: 

“This  being  the  object  of  our  endeavors,  we  have 
beeji  convinced  that  in  many  points  the  constitution 
does  not  correspond  with  our  wishes,  which  are 
soleiy  directed  to  the  promotion  of  the  good  of  our 
faithful  subjects.  Being  resolved  shortly  to  make 
known  to  our  faithful  people  our  views  on  this  most 
important  subject,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare that  we  cannot  find  in  the  constitution , which 
NEITHER  IN  FORM  NOR  SUBSTANCE  IS  BINDING 
on  us,  a sufficient  guaranty  ior  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  our  faithful  subjects,  whose  welfare 
it  will  be  our  most  earnest  endeavor  to  promote, 
according  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  Divine 
Providence. 

“Meantime  it  is  far  from  our  intention  to  take 
our  royal  resolution  on  this  important  matter  with- 
out a careful  examination  of  ali  the  circumstances. 
It  is,  on  the  contrary,  our  royal  will  to  devote  the 
most  careful  consideration  to  the  question  whether 
and  how  far  a modification  of  the  constitution 
should  he  brought  back  to  what  it  was  before  the 
promulgation  of  the  present  constitution.  Alter 
which  we  shall  convoke  the  general  assembly  of 
the  states,  and  impart  to  them  our  royal  resolution.” 

It  appears  to  have  created  no  little  sensation  on 
the  continent  generally,  especially  among  all  the  li- 
beral parties. 

FRANCE. 

It  was  reported  at  Paris  on  the  16th  July  that  or- 
ders had  been  sent  to  the  southeast  coast  of  France 
for  fitting  out  every  disposable  ship  ot  war  in  that 
quarter,  to  sail  for  V alencia,  to  receive  on  board  the 
refugees  who  may  he  obliged  by. the  stress  of  war 
to  seek  shelter  out  of  Spain  from  the  approaches  of 
Don  Carlos. 

The  chambers  have  adjourned,  and  the  Paris  pa- 
pers arc  filled  with  comments  on  their  acts. 
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ITALY. 

Accounts  (rom  Naples,  of  the  27th  June,  state 
that  Mt.  Vesuvius  had  vomited  flames  on  the  night 
of  the  24th,  but  it  had  not  affected  the  atmosphere 
so  as  to  reduce  the  intensity  of  the  cholera,  which 
carries  off  four  hundred  daily.  The  number  of 
deaths  since  the  13th  of  April  was  ten  thousand. 
All  places  of  amusement,  as  well  as  the  custom 
house  offices,  were  closed.  The  malignance  of  the 
disease  was  such  that  the  patient’s  fate  was  decided 
in  24  hours. 

SPAIN. 

The  head  quarters  of  Don  Carlos,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  were  at  Almenara,  four  leagues  from  Valen- 
cia, and  on  the  10th  his  advanced  posts  were  with- 
in two  and  a half  leagues.  A portion  of  the  suburbs 
had  been  carried  by  the  besiegers.  Oraa,  with  nine 
thousand  men,  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  Va- 
lencia. The  English  frigate  Barham,  had  landed 
two  hundred  and  seventy  artillerymen,  who  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commandant  of  Valen- 
cia. Espartero  was  advancing  on  Valencia  to  re- 
sume the  command.  A general  engagement  under 
the  walls  of  that  place  was  expected. 

GERMANY. 

The  king  of  Hanover  has  made  proclamation 
abolishing  the  constitution  of  his  new  kingdom. 
He  says,  the  constitution  did  not  correspond  with 
li is  wishes — it  did  not  afford  a sufficient  guaranty 
for  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  people.  He 
will  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  then 
convoke  the  general  assembly  of  the  states.  This 
had  created  a great  sensation,  and  excited  strong 
animadversions. 


ENGLAND  AND  SPAIN. 

From  the  Globe. 

Refusal  of  the  ratification  of  the  trea- 
ty  between  Spain  and  England.  The  sub- 
joined is  translated  from  Le  Temps  of  the  0th  of 
July: 

We  informed  our  readers  some  time  ago  of  the 
project  of  a treaty  of  commerce  between  Spain  and 
England,  in  connection  with  a loan  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  millions.  This  fact  was  contradicted  by 
the  ministerial  journals.  To-day  we  learn,  by  our 
correspondence,  that  the  project  of  the  treaty  sub- 
mitted to  the  Cortes  has  not  received  their  approba- 
tion; and,  consequently,  the  queen  regent  has  been 
unable  to  ratify  it. 

YVe  find  in  the  Gazette  de  France  the  extract  of 
a letter  received  by  that  paper  from  the  frontiers, 
which  we  republish  on  account  of  its  interesting 
details.  YVe  make  every  allowance  as  to  the  part 
which  that  letter  assigns  to  certain  eminent  person- 
ages, the  accuracy  of  which  we  consider  very  ques- 
tionable. The  following  is  the  correspondence  of 
the  Gazette: 

“The  subject  of  a loan  to  be  effected  by  our  fel- 
low countryman  M.  A.  has  for  a long  time  been  the 
subject  of  conversation.  A reconciliation,  I dare 
not  say  sincere  and  durable,  has  taken  place  between 
him  and  the  richest  of  your  bankers,  by  the  efforts 
of  one  of  your  chamber  of  peers,  the  duke  de  D., 
who  is  the  mediator  in  this  affair.  The  same  noble 
peer  has  been  charged,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  negotiation,  with  the  duty  of  soliciting  from 
Louis  Philippe  the  guarantee  of  France  to  facilitate 
our  new  loan.  M.  D.  received  a dry  and  positive 
refusal,  but  it  was  agreed  that  it  would  not  be  well 
to  seem  to  know  the  rebuff  of  the  ancient  president 
of  the  council. 

“M.  de  Rechcn  Campuzano,  or  Campuzano  de 
Rechen,  transmitted  a diplomatic  note  to  M.  Mole, 
to  demand  the  guarantee  of  France  for  a loan  which 
his  government  could  contract  on  that  condition 
alone.  Your  minister  of  foreign  affairs  replied  to 
our  ambassador,  that  the  course  adhered  to  up  to 
this  time  by  France  would  not  be  departed  from;  in 
a word,  that  he  would  not  go  bcjui.j  tho  tronty  of 
the  quadruple  alliance.  Defeated  on  this  ground, 
the  Christino  committee  thought  fit  to  place  itself 
on  another;  that  is,  to  direct  all  its  hopes  towards 
the  English  cabinet — a bolder  one  than  that  of  its 
French  ally. 

consular  agent,  set  out  from  London  with 
one  of  your  w'riters,  a great  friend  of  M.  de  Toreno, 
who  in  interesting  him  in  a loan,  when  he  had  the 
department  of  our  finances,  procured  to  him,  by  this 
means,  a little  favor  of  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  francs. 

“M.  M.  and  his  aid  succeeded  in  making  a treaty 
very  advantageous — to  England.  This  treaty,  in- 
troductory to  a new  loan  guaranteed  by  the  English, 
has  been  here  for  some  time;  but  M.  Mendizibal, 
notwithstanding  his  boldness  in  affairs,  does  not  dare 
to  sign  a treaty  which  will  prove  the  complete  ruin 
of  the  principality  of  Catalonia,  so  long  as  Don  Car- 
los remains  in  that  province,  for  it  would  become 
entirely  Carlist,  whereas  this  prince  would  he  eager 
to  make  known  that  he  will  never  acknowledge  a 


treaty  of  commerce  which  gives  up  a part  of  Spain 
to  English  rapacity.  His  forced  delay  suspends 
the  negotiation  of  Mr.  D — , A — and  It — . It  is  the 
second  opened  with  the  latter  since  their  reconcili- 
ation. 

“While  all  this  management  was  going  on,  ano- 
ther incident  took  place  to  complicate  matters.  One 
of  your  marshals  has  an  understanding  with  our 
ambassador  to  come  to  Spain,  to  re-establish  our 
affairs  on  the  following  conditions: 

“1.  It  must  be  our  minister  plenipotentiary  who 
is  to  obtain  from  your  government  a request  to  the 
marshal  to  offer  his  sword,  as  generalissimo  of  all 
our  troops,  to  our  very  innocent  Isabella. 

“2.  He  will  accept  the  proposition,  provided  he 
is  authorized  to  recruit  in  your  army  a corps  of 
25,000  men,  which  corps  is  to  be  maintained  and 
paid  by  your  good  man  in  France. 

“3.  Before  concluding  this  bargain  with  your  illus- 
trious marshal,  they  wished  to  feel  the  pulse  of  Louis 
Philippe,  to  know  if  he  was  disposed  to  second  and 
facilitate  these  arrangements:  he  has  given  a nega- 
tive answer. 

“The  marshal  would  not  succeed  here,  for  they 
submit  but  impatiently  to  the  command  of  strangers, 
especially  to  that  of  generals  who  fought  against  us 
during  our  war  of  independence.  YYre  trust  the 
marshal  may  not  come  here  to  risk  his  old  glory 
won  under  the  empire,  against  tho  young  Cabrera 
or  the  old  canon,  Tristany.” 


LOYVER  CANADA. 

The  provincial  parliament  of  Lower  Canada  have 
assembled,  and  below  we  give  the  speech  of  his  ex- 
cellency, the  governor-in-chief  of  the  province. 
The  speech  was  delivered  at  three  o’clock  on  Sa- 
turday, and  a discussion  immediately  followed  the 
entrance  of  the  members  of  parliament  to  their 
own  hall,  after  the  departure  of  the  governor.  The 
Quebec  Mercury  says  that  the  assembly  opened 
that  day’s  session  at  3 o’clock,  and  a postscript  to 
the  Mercury  says:  “At  forty  minutes  after  four 
the  house  was  still  in  committee,  and  Mr.  Papineau 
on  his  legs,  inveighing  furiously  against  the  execu- 
tive.” It  was  generally  believed  at  Quebec  that 
the  session  would  not  continue  beyond  three  or  four 
days.  It  is  thought  that  but  little  will  be  done  by 
the  assembled  wisdom  of  Canada,  and  even  that 
the  little  that  will  be  done  would  be  better  left  un- 
done. [IV.  Y.  Express. 

PROVINCIAL  PARLIAMENT  OF  LOWER  CANADA. 

Council  chamber,  Aug.  18,  1S37. 

This  day,  at  three  o’clock,  his  excellency  the 
governor-in-chief  came  down  in  state  to  open  the 
session  of  the  legislature,  and  being  seated  upon 
the  throne,  the  assembly  was  called  up,  and  attend- 
ing at  the  bar,  his  excellency  delivered  the  follow- 
ing 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council: 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly: 

In  obedience  to  the  royal  command,  signified  to 
me  through  the  principal  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonies,  I have  convened  you  at  this  unusual  peri- 
od, for  the  purpose  of  communicating  to  you  the 
proceedings  that,  since  your  last  session,  have  ta- 
ken place  in  the  imperial  parliament,  and  the  reso- 
lutions that  have  been  adopted  on  the  affairs  of  this 
province. 

This  course  has  been  prescribed  to  me,  in  order 
to  afford  the  house  of  assembly,  before  that  resolu- 
lution  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
now  due  for  the  civil  service  of  the  government 
shall  have  assumed  the  binding  shape  of  a law,  an 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  course  which,  for 
the  last  few  years,  they  have  thought  expedient  to 
pursue  with  respect  to  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  province,  and  in  the  earnest  hope,  that  by  the 
timely  intervention  of  the  legislature,  the  exercise 
of  the  power  intended  to  be  entrusted  to  the  head 
of  the  local  government  may  be  rendered  unneces- 
sary— a result,  for  the  attainment  of  which  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  would  willingly  make  every  sa- 
crifice, save  that  of  the  honor  of  the  crown  and  the 
integrity  of  the  empire. 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  which  I 
have  alluded  to,  the  mournful  intelligence  has  reach- 
ed us  of  the  demise  of  our  late  deservedly  beloved 
monarch. 

Few  kings  have  reigned  more  in  the  affections  of 
their  subjects  than  William  IV.;  the  warm  and  live- 
ly interest  he  always  took  in  every  matter  connect- 
ed with  the  welfare  of  his  Canadian  subjects,  can- 
not fail  to  increase  their  feelings  of  regret  for  their 
loss. 

The  succession  of  our  present  gracious  sovereign, 
queen  Victoria,  to  the  throne  of  the  British  empire, 
has  not  produced  any  alteration  in  the  course  that 
had  been  previously  prescribed  for  my  adoption. 

The  reports  of  the  royal  commissioners  on  the 
several  subjects  which  came  under  their  investiga- 


tion during  their  stay  in  Lower  Canada,  having  been 
laid  before  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  a series  of 
resolutions,  ten  in  number,  were  shortly  afterward 
introduced  by  ministers,  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
this  province,  copies  of  which  I shall  transmit  to 
you  in  the  usual  way,  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  principal  objects  of  these  resolutions  are  to 
declare: 

1st.  That  in  the  existing  state  of  Lower  Canada, 
it  is  unadvisable  to  make  the  legislative  council 
elective,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  measures 
for  securing  to  that  branch  of  the  legislature  a great- 
er degree  of  public  confidence. 

2nd.  That  while  it  is  expedient  to  improve  the 
composition  of  the  executive  chamber,  it  is  unad- 
visable to  subject  it  to  the  responsibility  demanded 
by  the  house  of  assembly. 

3rd.  That  the  legal  title  of  the  British  American 

ln.rul  company  to  the  lanrl  they  hold  undor  thole 

charter  and  an  act  of  the  imperial  parliament,  ought 
to  be  maintained  inviolate. 

4th.  That  as  soon  as  the  legislature  shall  make 
provision  by  law  for  discharging  lands  from  feudal 
dues  and  services,  and  for  removing  any  doubts  as 
to  the  incidents  of  the  tenures  of  lands  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  Ca- 
nada tenures  act,  and  the  Canada  trade  act,  so  far 
as  the  latter  relates  to  the  tenures  of  land  in  this 
province,  saving,  nevertheless,  to  all  persons,  the 
rights  vested  in  them  under  or  by  virtue  of  these 
acts. 

5th.  That  for  defraying  tho  arrears  due  on  ac- 
count of  the  established  and  customary  charges  of 
the  administration  of  justice  and  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment of  the  province,  it  is  expedient  that  after 
applying  for  that  purpose  such  balance  as  should, 
on  the  10th  day  of  April  last,  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  receiver-general,  arising  from  the  hereditary 
territorial  and  casual  revenue  of  the  crown,  the 
governor  of  the  province  be  empowered  to  issue, 
out  of  any  other  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  receiv- 
er-general, such  farther  sums  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  effect  the  payment  of  such  arrears  and  charges 
up  to  the  10th  of  April  last. 

fitb.  That  it  is  expedient  to  place  at  the  disposal 
of  this  legislature  the  net  proceeds  of  the  heredi- 
tary territorial  and  casual  revenue  arising  within 
the  province,  and  in  case  the  said  legislature  shall 
see  fit,  to  grant  a civil  list  for  defraying  the  charg- 
es of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  for  the 
maintenance  and  unavoidable  expense  of  certain 
of  the  principal  officers  of  government  of  the  pro- 
vince; and 

Lastly.  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  legislatures 
of  Lower  and  Upper  (Janada  respectively,  be  au- 
thorized to  make  provision  for  the  joint  regulation 
and  adjustment  of  questions  respecting  their  trade 
and  commerce,  and  other  questions  wherein  they 
have  common  interest. 

Having  laid  before  you  an  outline  of  the  mea- 
sures contemplated  by  the  resolutions,  which  were 
passed  after  full  discussion  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons by  large  majorities,  in  the  house  of  peers 
without  a division,  I proceed,  in  obedience  to  the 
royal  commands,  to  assure  you  that  it  was  with  the 
deepest  regret  and  reluctance  that  her  majesty’s 
government  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  invoking 
the  interference  of  parliament,  in  order  to  meet  the 
pressing  difficulties  which  other  resources  had  fail- 
ed to  remove  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  province. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly: 

The  accounts  showing  the  payments  that  have 
been  made  since  the  close  of  the  session  in  March, 
1836,  out  of  the  revenues  at  the  disposition  of  the 
crown,  in  part  liquidation  of  the  large  arrears  then 
due  in  respect  to  the  civil  establishments  of  the  pro- 
vince, shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  submitted  to 
you  with  every  explanation  you  may  desire,  and  I 
can  supply.  I haVe  likewise,  in  obedience  to  the 
injunctions  I have  received,  directed  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  balance  of  arrears,  owing  on  the  10th 
of  April  last,  for  official  salaries  and  other  ordinary 
expenditure,  of  the  local  government,  be  made  out 
and  laid  before  you,  with  the  estimate  of  the  cur- 
rent half  year;  "and  in  recommending,  as  I do  most 
earnestly,  these  matters  to  your  early  and  favorable 
consideration,  I am  commanded  to  express  to  you 
at  the  same  time,  the  anxious  hope  that  the  gover- 
nor of  this  province  may  not  be  compelled  to  exer- 
cise the  power  with  which  the  imperial  parliament 
has  declared  its  intention  of  investing  him,  in  order 
to  discharge  the  arrears  due  in  respect  to  public 
services,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of  the 
crown  has  been  repeatedly  pledged.  The  chief  ob- 
ject, therefore,  for  which  you  are  now  called  toge- 
ther, is  to  afford  you  an  opportunity,  by  granting 
the  requisite  supplies,  of  rendering  unnecessary, 
on  the  part  of  the  imperial  parliament,  any  farther 
action  on  the  8th  of  the  series  of  resolutions  to 
which  I have  alluded;  and  it  will,  I can  assure  you, 
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be  to  me  matter  of  unmixed  satisfaction,  should 
you  resolve  to  concede  to  the  united  voice  of  the 
British  people,  as  expressed  through  the  several 
branches  of  the  legislature,  that  which  you  have  not 
thought  it  expedient  to  yield  to  the  solicitations  of 
the  executive  government  alone. 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council: 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly: 

I am  farther  commanded  to  express  to  you  the 
earnest  desire  of  her  majesty’s  government  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  the  removal  of  every  obstacle 
to  the  beneficial  working  of  the  existing  constitu- 
tion, and  in  the  correction  of  every  defect  which 
time  and  experience  have  developed  in  the  laws 
and  institutions  of  the  province,  or  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  government;  and  I am  also  to  assure 
you  of  a prompt  attention  on  the  part  of  her  majes- 
ty’s government  to  every  representation  which  may 
proceed  from  you,  tending  to  effect  improvements 
ortnis  nature,  calculated  to  strengthen  tlie  connex- 
ion subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  Lower 
Canada,  by  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  and  the 
interests  of  all  classes  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  in 
the  province. 

At  the  time  the  summons  was  issued  for  assem- 
bling you  on  this  day,  I had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  would  have  been  in  my  power  to  announce 
to  you,  as  effected,  those  alterations  which,  you  may 
gather  from  the  resolutions  of  which  I have  spo- 
ken, it  is  intended  to  effect  in  the  composition  of 
the  executive  and  legislative  councils;  but  the  in- 
terruption occasioned  by  the  demise  of  his  late  ma- 
jesty to  the  progress  of  public  business  in  the  im- 
perial parliament,  and  the  prospect  of  its  early  dis- 
solution, have  prevented  the  ministers  of  the  crown 
from  at  once  perfecting  the  measures  they  have  in 
contemplation.  These  measures,  therefore,  are  not 
forsaken,  but  only  unavoidably  suspended  for  a 
season;  and  I trust  I shall,  at  no  very  distant  peri- 
od, be  enabled  to  appeal  to  the  changes  introduced 
into  the  two  councils,  as  well  as  to  the  other  saluta- 
ry arrangements,  as  a proof  of  the  sincerity  with 
which  her  majesty’s  government  are  disposed  to 
carry  into  effect  the  intentions  they  have  expressed 
on  these  points. 

Since  the  end  of  the  last  session  several  local 
acts  have  expired,  and  I would  suggest  for  your 
consideration  the  expediency  of  renewing  such  of 
them  as  may  have  proved  useful.  I would,  more- 
over, especially  invite  your  attention  to  the  acts  re- 
lating to  the  district  of  Saint  Francis,  the  duration 
of  which  is  limited  to  the  end  of  the  session  of  the 
provincial  parliament  next  after  the  first  May  last. 

The  severe  distress  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
partial  or  total  failure  of  the  crops,  was  experienc- 
ed during  the  last  winter  in  several  parts  of  the 
province,  induced  me,  upon  the  urgent  representa- 
tions I received  on  the  subject,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
the  approaches  of  famine,  to  grant  out  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  that  succor  which  the  means  of  the  suf- 
fering inhabitants  were  inadequate  to  afford.  Nor 
did  I hesitate,  in  the  pressing  emergency  of  the 
case,  to  assume  this  responsibility,  encouraged  by 
the  liberality  you  have  displayed  on  similar  occa- 
sions. In  granting,  however,  such  assistance,  se- 
curity was  in  each  case  taken  for  the  repayment  of 
the  money  so  advanced,  in  the  event  of  your  de- 
clining to  sanction  the  transaction.  These  advan- 
ces amount  in  the  whole  to  about  £5600,  for  which, 
as  well  as  for  the  sums  I have  issued  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  works  on  the  Chambly  canal, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  quarantine  estab- 
lishment, I trust  you  will  see  no  objection  to  grant 
an  indemnity.  Such  of  the  documents  and  vouch- 
ers connected  with  these  several  disbursements  as 
are  not  already  before  you,  shall  be  submitted  to 
you  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I shall  repeat  my  de- 
termination to  adhere  to  those  principles  which  I 
laid  down  for  my  guidance  when. I first  addressed 
you.  They  are  calculated,  I conscientiously  be- 
lieve, to  promote  the  real  interest  of  the  country, 
and  to  secure  to  all  classes  of  her  majesty’s  Cana- 
dian subjects,  those  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties, 
which  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  was  intended  to 
impart,  and  which  every  friend  to  that  constitution 
is  bound  to  support  and  maintain. 

Castle  of  St.  Lewis,  Quebec,  Aug.  18,  1837. 


INDIAN  WAR  TN  THE  NORTH. 

From  the  Missouri  Republican,  August  22. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  the  Sioux  are  hereditary 
enemies  of  each  other,  and  their  depredations  are 
frequent.  The  following  account  is  from  the  Galena 
Gazette  and  Advertiser  of  the  19th  inst.  received  by 
steamboat  yesterday.  The  injustice  of  our  govern- 
ment towards  these  Indians  is  most  glaring: 

Indian  Lodge,  Rock  Island,  Aug.  10. 

Dear  sir:  I enclose  you  a talk  delivered  to  me 
by  two  braves  of  the  upper  band  of  Fox  Indians, 


by  the  request  of  their  war-chief  Wau-cosh-au-she, 
who  lias  been  mortally  wounded  in  a late  encoun- 
ter with  the  Sioux  on  the  Sac  and  Fox  hunting- 
grounds:  requesting  me  to  forward  it  to  general  J. 
M.  Street;  to  you  I send  a copy  to  publish  if  you 
think  proper.  The  government  ought  immediate- 
ly to  do  justice  to  those  Indians  by  faithfully  fulfil- 
ling the  stipulations  of  the  different  treaties  made 
with  them.  Government  has  purchased  of  those 
Indians  twenty-six  and  a half  millions  of  acres  of 
land,  the  best  in  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Wisconsin 
territory,  including  all  the  lead  mines,  for  the  sum 
of  three  cents  per  acre.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  have 
most  earnest!}'  requested  the  government  to  plough 
and  fence  for  them  two  sections  of  land,  to  enable 
their  women  to  raise  corn,  as  they  have  removed 
fronj  their  old  fields,  which  took  them  many  years 
to  break  up  with  the  hoe.  Justice  and  humanity 
demand  that  something  should  be  done  to  better  the 
condition  of  those  Indians.  They  are  truly  friend- 
ly to  the  whites,  and  no  danger  need  be  apprehend- 
ed by  our  frontier  settlements.  Giving  them  as- 
sistance in  agriculture  will  better  their  condition, 
and  if  the  frontier  settlers  would  enter  info  an  asso- 
ciation to  prevent  whiskey  being  sold  or  given  to 
Indians,  they  would  find  them  orderly  people  and 
good  neighbors.  Respectfully,  your  friend, 

GEORGE  DAVENPORT. 

S.  M.  Bartlett,  esq.  Galena,  Illinois. 

The  following  talk  was  received  from  Wau-cosh- 
au-she,  by  two  of  his  braves,  at  the  agency,  Rock 
Island,  August  S,  1837. 

To  gen.  J.  M.  Street: 

My  father:  I send  two  of  my  young  men  to 
tell  you  the  news.  When  I returned  from  St.  Louis, 

I found  our  people  starving  at  the  village — I divid- 
ed all  the  provisions  I had  received  from  our  trader 
among  them,  and  the  powder  and  lead  to  enable  us 
to  make  a hunt  to  supply  our  families  until  our 
corn  was  ripe,  or  that  our  great  father  had  paid  our 
money  to  enable  our  traders  to  furnish  us.  I divid- 
ed the  upper  band  of  Foxes  (of  whom  I am  now 
speaking)  into  two  parties:  one  to  advance  along 
the  dividing  country,  between  the  Iowa  and  Red 
Cedar  rivers;  the  other  parly  to  proceed  up  the 
right  bank  of  Cedar  river:  of  the  latter  I took 
charge;  they  consisted  of  about  forty  men.  and 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  women  and  children. 

As  we  advanced,  we  found  the  game  very  scarce, 
and  had  to  depend  on  fish,  which  were  caught  from 
the  Cedar,  to  keep  our  people  from  dying  of  hun- 
ger; but  I was  in  hopes  that  when  we  reached  a 
strip  of  wooded  country  between  the  Wapesepine- 
ca  and  Cedar,  wc  should  find  plenty  of  game.  I 
sent  olf  a party  of  hunters  in  advance  to  provide  a 
supply  for  us  against  the  women  and  children  got 
up;  but  the  party  of  hunters  soon  returned,  and  re- 
ported that  a party  of  Winriebagoes  were  hunting 
on  the  ground;  this  was  bad  news  in  our  starving 
condition,  and  we  could  not  return,  for  we  had  no- 
thing to  return  to;  and  the  nearest  point  that  we 
could  find  game  was  about  the  mouth  of  Otter  river. 

I proceeded  with  my  starving  party  to  that  point, 
and  encamped  about  mid-day,  and  sent  out  a party 
of  hunters  to  hunt.  They  soon  returned  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  fell  upon  a large  Sioux  trail, 
and  no  doubt  the  Sioux  had  taken  possession  of  our 
hunting  grounds;  but  what  was  now  to  be  done? 
My  number  of  fighting  men  was  small,  but  to  re- 
treat was  impossible,  for  we  must  have  been  disco- 
vered by  the  Sioux  and  followed,  and  whenever 
you  turn  your  back  on  an  enemy  you  are  sure 
to  be  defeated.  My  braves  agreed  with  me  that 
we  should  immediately  start  on  the  trail  that  had 
been  discovered — leave  our  women  and  children  at 
the  camp — and  ascertain  where  the  Sioux  were  en- 
camped, and,  if  not  too  strong  a party,  to  drive 
them  out  of  our  hunting  grounds.  We  started,  and 
soon  fell  in  with  the  trail,  and  followed  it  across 
Otter  river,  and  then  took  a direction  into  the  prai- 
rie towards  where  the  sun  sets.  About  midnight 
we  discovered  something  that  resembled  Sioux 
lodges;  we  rushed  up  to  them,  making  our  war  cry, 
but  when  we  came  up  to  them  it  was  nothing  but 
sandhills  instead  of  lodges.  The  Sioux  were  en- 
camped in  the  hollow,  and  were  now  on  their 
guard,  having  discovered  us  by  our  bad  manage- 
ment. At  this  time  we  could  have  retreated,  but 
reflecting  on  our  situation,  that  our  families  were 
starving  and  our  hunting  grounds  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Sioux,  and  the  remembrance  of  our  friends 
and  relations  that  they  had  killed  last  winter,  deter- 
mined us  to  follow  them  as  far  as  the  line. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  when  the  Sioux  fired 
on  us.  I,  with  my  party,  rushed  into  their  camps, 
and  after  fighting  desperately  for  some  time;  we 
found  the  Sioux  were  in  too  large  a force.  All 
that  could  retreated  out  of  the  camps,  and  took  a 
position  back  of  a small  rise,  within  gunshot  of 
their  camps,  and  kept  up  the  firing  as  long  as  our 


ammunition  lasted;  we  then  retreated  to  our  camps 
where  we  had  left  our  women  and  children,  bring- 
ing thirteen  wounded  with  us,  and  leaving  eleven 
killed  on  the  field. 

My  father,  I am  one  of  the  wounded,  and  expect 
never  to  see  you  again.  I have  followed  your  ad- 
vice, and  have  done  the  best  I could  for  my  nation, 
and  “7  do  not  fear  to  die.” 

We  have,  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  reached 
our  village  and  brought  in  our  wounded,  and  fear 
that  many  of  our  people  will  die  of  hunger. 

My  father,  I have  no  more  to  say. 

WAU-COSH-AU-SHE, 
Principal  war  chief  of  the  Foxes. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  killed  and 
wounded: 

Killed — Musquaposeto,  Old  Bear,  Maishenni,  Po- 
shick’s  brother,  Saikelonaipeso,  Piaraauskes’  son, 
Kaikeke,  Musquatai,  Savawvauke,  Waubeshecqua- 
mack,  Counai,  Crow’s  son,  Keohern,  Waupelocau, 
Waupeskcaiecai. 

Wounded — Wau-cosh-an-she,  Cainomaco,  chief's, 
both  mortally;  Alemoonequa,  Apelcaupe,  Posheto- 
netuck,  Puseke,  Jamowass,  Owesup,  Cuccummeso, 
Mesquapose,  Messhoicoosa,  Cainesque,  Coimos- 
hone. 


BANK  CIRCULA1L 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by  the 
direction  of  a convention  of  the  bank  officers  of 
New  York,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating 
on  measures  preparatory  to  a resumption  of  specie 
payments.  It  originally  appeared,  we  believe,  in 
“The  Madisonian:”  our  copy  is  from  the  “Rich- 
mond Enquirer,”  the  editor  of  which  paper  has  been 
zealously  engaged  in  calling  public  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  a convention  similar  to  that  proposed 
in  the  circular. 

CIRCULAR. 

New  York,  Avgust  loth,  1837. 

Sir:  At  a general  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  of  New  York,  held  on  the  15th  of 
this  month,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted,  viz: 

:‘Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  cor- 
respond with  such  banks  in  the  several  states  as 
they  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  ascertain  at  what 
time  and  place  a convention  of  the  principal  banks 
should  be  held,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  on  the 
time  when  specie  payments  should  be  resumed,  and 
on  the  measures  necessary  to  effect  that  purpose.” 

Having  been  appointed  a committee  in  conformi- 
ty with  that  resolution,  we  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  important  subject  to  which  it  re- 
fers. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  forced 
upon  the  banks,  immediately  ty  a panic  and  by 
causes  not  under  their  control;  remotely  by  the  un- 
fortunate coincidence  of  extraordinary  events  and 
incidents,  the  ultimate  result  of  which  was  antici- 
pated neither  by  government  or  by  any  part  of  the 
community. 

But  it  is  nevertheless  undeniable,  that,  by  accept- 
ing their  charter,  the  banks  had  contracted  the  ob- 
ligation of  redeeming  their  issues  at  all  times  and 
under  any  circumstances  whatever;  that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  perform  that  engagement;  and  that 
a depreciated  paper,  differing  in  value  in  different 
places,  and  subject  to  daily  fluctuations  in  the  same 
place,  has  thus  been  substituted  for  the  currency, 
equivalent  to  gold  or  silver,  which,  and  no  other, 
they  were  authorized  and  had  the  exclusive  right  to 
issue. 

Such  a state  of  things  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated  any  longer  than  an  absolute  necessity  re- 
quires it.  We  are  very  certain,  that  you  unite  with 
us  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  paramount  and  most 
sacred  duty  of  the  banks  to  exert  every  effort,  to 
adopt  every  measure  within  their  power,  which  may 
promote  and  accelerate  the  desired  result:  and  that 
tliey  must  be  prepared  to  resume  specie  payments, 
within  the  shortest  possible  notice,  whenever  a fa- 
vorable alteration  shall  occur  in  the  rate  of  foreign 
exchanges. 

We  are  quite  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  must 
be  surmounted,  and  of  the  impropriety  of  any  pre- 
mature attempt.  No  banking  system  could,  indeed, 
be  tolerated,  which  was  not  able  to  withstand  the 
ordinary  and  unavoidable  fluctuations  of  exchange. 
But  the  difference  is  great  between  continuing  and 
resuming  specie  payments:  and  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  banks  in  the  U.  States  can,  withoutrunning 
the  imminent  danger  of  another  speedy  and  fatal 
catastrophe,  resume  such  payments  before  the  fo- 
reign debt  shall  have  been  so  far  lessened  or  adjust- 
ed, as  to  reduce  the  rate  of  exchanges  to  true  specie 
par,  and  the  risk  of  an  immediate  exportation  of  the 
precious  metals  shall  have  thus  been  removed. 

The  appearances  in  that  respect  have  become 
more  flattering,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  ex- 
pected change  may  take  place  shortly  after  the  next 
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crop  of  our  principal  article  of  exports  shall  begin  to 
operate.  Yet,  we  are  sensible  that  we  must  not  rely 
on  conjectures,  and  that  the  banks  cannot  designate 
the  time  when  they  may  resume,  before  the  ability 
to  sustain  specie  payments  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained by  the  actual  reduction  in  the  rate  of  the  ex- 
changes. 

But  even  when  the  apprehension  of  a foreign 
drain  of  specie  shall  have  ceased,  the  great  object 
in  view  cannot  be  effected  without  a concert  of  the 
banks  in  the  several  sections  of  the  union.  Those 
of  this  city  had  the  misfortune  to  be,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  first  that  were  compelled  to  declare 
their  inability  to  sustain  for  the  time  specie  pay- 
ments. It  appears  that  it  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  other  banks  to  pursue  the  same  course; 
and  it  would  be  likewise  impracticable  for  those  of 
any  particular  section  to  resume  without  a general 
co-operation  of  at  least  the  principal  banks  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  country.  A mutual  and  free 
communication  of  their  respective  situation,  pros- 
pects and  opinions,  seems  to  be  a necessary  prelim- 
inary step,  to  be  followed  by  a convention  at  such 
time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

As  relates  to  the  banks  of  this  city,  we  are  of 
opinion  that,  provided  the  co-operation  of  the  other 
banks  is  obtained,  they  may,  and  ought  to,  we 
should  perhaps  say  that  they  must  resume  specie 
payments  before  next  spring;  or,  to  he  more  precise, 
between  the  first  of  January  and  the  middle  of 
March,  1838. 

Both  the  time  and  place  of  meetingin  convention 
must  of  course  be  determined  in  conformity  with  the 
general  wishes  of  the  banks.  In  order  to  bring  the 
subject  in  a definite  shape  before  you,  we  merely 
suggest  the  latter  end  of  October  as  the  proper  time, 
and  this  city  as  the  most  eligible  place  for  the  pro- 
posed convention. 

A sufficient  time  will  have  then  elapsed  to  enable 
us  to  judge  of  the  measures  which  congress  may 
adopt  in  reference  to  the  subject.  Whatever  may 
be  its  action  on  the  currency,  the  duty  of  resuming 
remains  the  same,  and  must  be  performed  by  the 
hanks.  If  any  thing  indeed  can  produce  an  effect 
favorable  to  their  views,  it  will  be  the  knowledge  of 
their  being  sincerely  and  earnestly  engaged  in  effect- 
ing that  purpose.  An  early  indication  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  banks  will  have  a beneficial  influence, 
by  making  them  all  aware  of  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing the  requisite  preliminary  measures;  and  the  in- 
formation is  also  due  to  all  the  varied  interests  of  the 
country. 

We  address  this  letter  to  no  other  bank  in  your 
city  or  state,  than  those  herein  designated;  and  we 
pray  you  to  collect  and  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the 
others,  and  to  communicate  the  general  result  as 
early  as  practicable. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servants, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
GEO.  NEWBOLD, 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 

To  John  Brockcnbrough,  esq.  president  of  the  bank  of\ 

Virginia. 


SPEECH  OF  GOV.  EVERETT,  OF  MASS. 

Governor  Everett  was  an  invited  guest  at  the 
“school  dinner,”  given  in  Boston  on  the  23d  ult.  at 
Fanueil  Hall,  after  the  public  examination  of  the 
grammar  schools  of  that  city,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing brief  speech  in  reply  to  one  of  the  regular 
toasts,  which  was: 

His  excellency  Ihe  governor:  Boston  is  proud  to 
put  him  forth  as  a sample  of  the  products  of  her 
free  schools. 

Mr.  President:  I need  not  attempt  to  express 
my  grateful  sense  of  the  honor  done  me,  in  the  last 
sentiment.  It  is  praise  enough  for  any  man,  to  be 
regarded  by  such  a company  as  this,  as  doing  no 
Uiocrodit  to  the  Boston  schools..  I am  sure  I owe 
them  more  than  I can  ever  repay.  They  were  Lhe 
friends  of  my  friendless  youth  and  poverty;  and 
gave  me  a better  education  than  I had  the  means 
of  getting  in  any  other  way. 

Of  the  numerous  public  occasions  of  different 
kinds,  to  which  the  courtesy  paid  to  my  official 
character  calls  me,  there  is  none  which  I attend 
with  greater  pleasure,  than  this  anniversary.  There 
is  indeed  none  in  which,  whether  as  parents  or  citi- 
zens, we  should  take  a stronger  interest.  The 
importance  of  schools  is  certainly  not  overlooked  in 
this  community;  but  it  is  not  over-valued;  it  can- 
not be.  Liberal  provision  is  made  for  their  support; 
but  not  extravagant  provision.  No  expense  which 
any  reasonable  man  or  body  of  reasonable  men 
would  recommend  for  such  a purpose,  could  be  ex- 
travagant. I mean,  in  a word,  that  the  object  is  of 
almost  inestimable  importance. 

Sir,  it  is  of  manifold,  and  if  I may  so  express 
mi  self,  compound  importance.  It  is  important,  in 
and  by  the  importance  of  almost  every  great  and  I 


desirable  object  in  life,  toward  the  attainment  of 
which  education  furnishes  the  means.  I do  not 
know  that  this  view  of  the  matter  is  sufficiently  fa- 
miliar; that  it  is  enough  considered,  that  the  sup- 
port of  the  schools  is  not  a separate  interest,  which 
may  be  taken  up,  provided  for,  or  neglected,  and 
all  other  things  remain  the  same.  I fear  we  may, 
even  in  this  liberal  community,  be  disposed  to  re- 
gard it  as  one  only  of  the  items  in  the  year’s  esti- 
mate, like  lighting  or  paving  the  streets,  erecting 
public  buildings,  or  bringing  pure  water  into  the 
city.  In  reference  to  all  such  objects,  the  people 
of  course  have  only  to  consider,  whether  they  will 
or  will  not  provide  for  any  one  of  them,  dispensing 
with  or  enjoying  some  or  all  the  rest.  Tims,  for 
instance,  the  people,  if  they  choose,  may  spend  all 
their  funds  applicable  to  such  objects,  in  lighting, 
paving  and  watching  the  streets,  leaving  them  as  to 
width  and  straightness,  as  they  were  left  by  the 
original  surveyors — said  to  be  the  domestic  animals 
as  they  came  home  from  pasture.  Or  they  may  be- 
stow their  surplus  means  on  public  buildings,  and 
content  themselves  with  water  as  it  is  medicated  in 
the  laboratory  under  our  feet;  the  natural  soda,  not 
in  all  cases  remarkably  sprightly  nor  of  the  best 
flavor. 

But,  to  speak  with  the  seriousness  which  becomes 
the  topic,  it  is  not  so  with  education.  This  is  the 
one  living  fountain,  which  must  water  every  part  of 
the  social  garden,  or  its  beauty  withers  and  fades 
away.  Of  course  I mean,  sir,  moral  and  religious, 
as  well  as  mental  education.  This  is  the  single 
avenue,  straight  and  narrow  at  first,  but  gradually 
widening,  which  all  must  tread  who  would  arrive  at 
usefulness  and  a good  name.  This  is  the  temple 
which  all  must  enter;  built  like  that  which  Marcel- 
lus  erected  to  Virtue  at  Rome,  through  which  lay 
the  only  path  to  the  temple  of  honor.  Its  one  sim- 
ple portal  stands  unbarred  for  the  mighty  company 
of  emulous  youth  of  whatever  object  in  life.  There 
is  room  for  all,  and  when  they  have  entered  in  a 
thousand  doors  fly  open  before  them,  leading  to 
every  hall  of  prosperity,  and  virtuous  fame.  It  is, 
next  to  religion,  the  shrine,  from  which  must  flow’ 
out  the  issues  of  peace  to  our  fireside, — of  activity 
and  enlightened  enterprise  to  our  marts  of  business, 
— of  wholesome  respect  to  our  courts  and  senate 
houses.  It  is  the  elemental  fire,  which  must  light- 
en, warm,  and  cheer  us — as  men  and  citizens. 
Talk  of  public  buildings,  sir!  Let  the  plain  brick 
school  house  go  down,  and  though  we  pile  our  hill 
tops  with  structures,  that  surpass  the  time-defying 
solidity  of  Egyptian  Thebes,  or  the  immortal  grace- 
fulness of  Corinth  or  Athens,  they  will  but  stand  the 
gorgeous  monuments  of  our  shame.  Quench  the 
beams  of  education,  and  though  we  should  light  up 
our  streets  like  Milton’s  pandemonium — - 

With  many  a row 

Of  starry  lamps  and  blazing  cressets,  fed 
With  naphta  and  asphaltus,  yielding  light 
As  from  a sky, 

till  midnight  outshone  the  noontide  sun,  our  chil- 
dren’s feet  would  still  stumble  on  the  dark  moun- 
tains of  ignorance  as  black  as  death. 

I speak  in  strong  language,  sir.  but  the  truth  is 
stronger.  I have  compared  education  only  with 
other  objects,  that  pertain  to  the  comfort  or  orna- 
ment of  this  life! — great  objects,  I allow,  in  the  cal- 
culations of  a temporal  economy,  and  notunworthy 
of  the  care  bestowed  upon  them  in  this  city!  and 
never  more  than  under  its  present  enlightened  and 
efficient  government.  But  in  themselves,  they  are, 
like  every  thing  else  which  begins  and  ends  in  this 
life,  bustling,  unsubstantial  vanities.  Whatconsid- 
erate  man  can  enter  a school,  and  not  reflect  with 
awe,  that  it  is  a seminary  where  immortal  minds  are 
training  for  eternity!  What  parent  but  is,  at  times, 
weighed  down  with  the  thought,  that  there  must  be 
laid  the  foundations  of  a building,  which  will  stand, 
when  not  merely  temple  and  palace,  but  the  perpe- 
tual hills  and  adamantine  rocks  on  which  they  rest, 
have  melted  away! — that  a light  may  there  be  kin- 
dled, which  will  shine,  not  merely  when  every  arti- 
ficial ray  is  extinguished,  but  when  the  affrighted 
sun  has  fled  away  from  the  heavens!  I can  add  no- 
thing to  this  consideration,  sir!  I will  only  say  in 
conclusion: 

Education.  When  wc  feed  that  lamp,  we  perform 
the  highest  social  duty!  if  we  quench  it,  I know  not 
where, — (humanly  speaking,  for  time  or  for  eter- 
nity,—) 

I know  not  where  is  that  Promethean  heat, 
That  can  its  light  relume. 


GOVERNOR  RITNER,  OF  PA. 

Governor  Ritner  recently  visited  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
and  received  a most  cordial  greeting  from  its  enter- 
prising and  prosperous  inhabitants.  The  “Daily 
Gazette”  contains  the  following  correspondence  be- 
tween the  governor  and  a committee  of  citizens. 


To  his  exe’y  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Pittsburgh,  Jlng.  20,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  The  undersigned,  in  offering  to  you  a 
hearty  welcome,  would  unite  in  the  general  testimo- 
ny to  the  fidelity,  firmness,  and  sagacity  which 
have  marked  your  public  career.  In  every  execu- 
tive act  and  document  we  have  discovered  the  same 
honest,  anxious,  and  clear-sighted  regard  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  commonwealth.  Your  great 
objects  have  been  to  secure  to  labor,  skill,  and  en- 
terprise their  just  reward — to  guard  against  a blind 
and  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money — to 
save  the  people  as  far  as  possible  from  unreasona- 
ble exactions,  and  without  any  empty  declamation 
about  the  “best  rights  of  the  states,”  to  protect  those 
which  are  undeniable  from  insult  and  aggression. 

The  immediate  purpose  which  brings  you  here  is 
one  of  great  interest.  The  gentleman  whom  you 
have  called  to  your  aid  as  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth has  enlisted  the  co-operation  and  won  the 
gratitude  of  every  reflecting  man,  by  his  assiduous 
and  enlightened  devotion  to  the  cause  of  common 
schools.  We  know  that  you  have  it  deeply  at  heart 
to  carry  out  and  perfect  the  system,  and  we  trust 
that  the  present  tour  of  inspection  may  tend  to  pro- 
mote so  important  an  object.  Experience  shows 
that  little  is  to  be  added  to  the  sum  of  human  hap- 
piness by  the  accumulation  of  property,  unless 
there  be  imparted  to  those  who  are  to  inherit  it  a 
sound  and  virtuous  education. 

We  will  not,  sir,  on  this  occasion  proffer  to  you  a 
public  festival,  which  would  encroach  on  the  limit- 
ed period  of  your  stay,  and  would,  moreover,  be  so 
little  suited  to  the  plainness  of  your  character  and 
our  own.  But  we  say,  in  all  frankness  and  sincer- 
ity. that  it  will  afford  any  and  all  of  us  pride  and 
pleasure  to  aid  you  in  examining  whatever  may  be 
deemed  worthy  of  observation,  and  to  facilitate 
your  passage  through  the  county,  in  every  quarter 
of  which  there  exists  a lively  desire  to  take  you  by 
the  hand.  Respectfull}',  your  fellow  citizens. 

[Signed  by  60  or  70  citizens.] 

THE  GOVERNOR’S  ANSWER. 

Pittsburgh,  Aug.  21,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  cor- 
dial welcome  to  your  city,  and  for  the  kind  appro- 
val of  my  public  acts,  expressed  by  your  letter  of 
to-day. 

That  my  weak  efforts  “to  secure  to  labor,  skill, 
and  enterprise  their  just  reward,”  should  meet  (ho 
approbation  of  your  industrious  and  enterprising 
city,  was  to  be  expected;  but  that  the  exertions 
made  “to  guard  against  the  blind  and  lavish  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money”  should  also  be  approv- 
ed, is  most  cheering.  It  there  is  any  point  in  tho 
whole  commonwealth  where  a regard  for  the  local 
might  prevail  over  the  general  interest,  it  is  Pitts- 
burgh. Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  that  such 
is  not  the  case;  and  to  infer,  from  this  fact,  the  cer- 
tainty that  all  good  Pennsylvanians  will  be  found, 
hereafter,  united  in  the  ssund  policy  of  the  state, 
which  demands  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  her 
system  of  internal  communication.  By  this  course 
alone,  each  section  and  each  interest  will  be  made 
to  flourish  at  home,  and  to  command  for  the  whole, 
abroad,  that  influence  and  respect  to  which  our  re- 
sources so  eminently  entitle  us. 

Nor  will  it  be  among  the  least  of  the  advantages 
of  a full  development  of  her  resources,  that  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  enabled  to  throw  her  weight,  suc- 
cessfully, into  the  opposition  to  unconstitutional 
usurpation  and  federal  executive  interference,  that 
have  become  the  order  of  the  day,  and  which  have 
blasted  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  prosper- 
ity as  effectually  as,  if  permitted  to  continue,  they 
will  overthrow  the  republican  government  of  the 
country.  In  this  contest  for  constitutional  union 
against  the  encroaching  attacks  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment, it  has  been  my  earnest  desire  to  assist  in 
retaining  the  whole  energies  of  Pennsylvania,  un- 
divided and  unimpaired,  for  the  heat  of  the  conflict, 
which  I fear,  has  not  yet  arrived.  But,  come  when 
it  may,  here  we  shall  encounter  it  under  peculiarly 
favorable  circumstances.  Our  credit,  at  home  and 
abroad,  is  sound.  Our  treasury  is  full.  Our  public 
income  is  increasing.  Our  fellow-citizens,  though 
under  the  common  evils  of  the  times,  are  suffering 
less  than  those  of  many  of  the  sister  states,  and  are 
rapidly  arriving  at  just  conclusions  as  to  the  source 
of  their  misfortunes.  The  state  is  thus  prepared  to 
guard  her  own  rights,  and  to  act  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  constitutional  union  which  she  has  so 
ardently  loved,  and  so  truly  supported  and  cherished. 

It  has  afforded  me  sincere  gratification  during  the 
short  time  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Burrowes’ 
company  on  his  tour  to  bo  informed  of  the  rapid 
advance  of  the  cause  of  general  education.  An 
additional  appropriation  of  means  to  its  aid,  by  the 
legislature,  and  the  further  amendment  of  the  school 
law,  so  as  to  remove  the  objectionable  features 
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which  still  retard  its  acceptance,  will  accomplish  all 
that  the  friends  of  a republican  system  of  education 
and  republican  knowledge  can  desire. 

In  great  haste,  I am,  gentlemen,  your  fellow  citi- 
zen, JOSEPH  RITNER. 


To 


Messrs.  Win.  Hays,  Nathaniel  Holmes,  John 
Little,  VJm.  Wade,  and  others. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

LETTER  FROM  LANGDON  CHEVES,  ESQ. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  18 l/i  ult. 

In  a publication  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper’s,  in 
“The  Southern  Literary  Journal,”  for  July  last,  on 
“Banks  and  Banking,”  I find  the  following  para- 
graphs. Speaking  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
Dr.  Cooper  says,  “Captain  Jones  was  compelled  to 
resign  the  presidency,  and  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1819,  Mr.  Cheves  took  his  place.  In  his  exhibit, 
about  three  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Cheves  staled, 
among  other  facts,  the  fraudulent  discount  and  ab- 
straction of  near  three  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
Baltimore  branch,  while  James  A.  Buchanan  was 
president,  and  J.  W.  McCulloch  cashier.  Security 
was  obtained  for  about  $’900,000  nominally  of  this 
deficiency,  but  really  about  $500,000  only.  By 
calling  in  ail  debts  that  could  be  made  available,  by 
a rigid  contraction  of  discounts  and  paper  issues, 
and  by  procuring  a supply  of  cash  from  abroad,  Mr. 
Cheves  saved  the  bank.  But  he  continued  his  sys- 
tem too  long  and  too  inexorably.  Great  pressure 
in  the  mercantile  world,  and  many  failures  took 
place.  The  stockholders  complained  of  receiving 
no  dividends,  and  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
found  all  their  operations  paralyzed,  and  usury 
nourished.  The  reductions  made  by'  the  national 
bank  were  calculated  at  seven  millions,  and  by  the 
other  banks  at  half  as  much.  The  price  ot  land 
throughout  Pennsylvania  fell  at  the  close  of  -1819 
to  one  half  of  the  value  in  1809.  A man  who  en- 
tered into  a contract  in  1SI7,  1818,  paid  double  in 
1S19  and  1820.  Mr.  Cheves  at  length  resigned  the 
very  harsh  but  real ly  salutary  exercise  of  his  ardu- 
ous office.  That  I he  bank  was  saved  by  his  exer- 
tions, no  one  I believe  denies;  but  the  price  paid  for 
the  benefit  was  very  good. 

“Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  succeeded  him.  Fully 
aware  and  forewarned  by  the  recent  events  of  a 
few  former  years,  he  proceeded  with  a steady  and 
cautious  moderation,  till  he  placed  the  bank  not  only 
beyond  the  fear  of  failure,  but  in  a condition  of  pros- 
perity beyond  that  of  any  othei;  known  institution 
of  a similar  kind.” 

The  ordinary  reader  will,  I suppose,  infer  that  Dr. 
Cooper  meant  to  state  the  following  tacts,  though  1 
do  not  believe  he  intended  to  do  so,  namely,  that 
the  great  body  of'  the  curtailments  of  the  bank  was 
the  work  of  tny  administration.  That  these  (my) 
curtailments  produced  great  mercantile  pressure  and 
caused  many  failures.  That  they  paralyzed  the  ope- 
rations of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and 
caused  usury  to  flourish.  That  these  (my)  cur- 
tailments amounted  to  seven  millions.  That  they 
caused  a fall  in  the  price  of  land  throughout  Penn- 
sylvania to  one-half  the  value  it  bore  in  1809.  That 
no  dividends  were  made  during  my  administration, 
and  that  the  bank  was  not  put  beyond  the  fear  ot 
failure  while  I was  in  office.  Now  if  Dr.  Cooper 
did  mean  to  state  these  facts,  he  is  mistaken  in  all 
of  them,  and  he  is  equally  mistaken  in  characteriz- 
ing my  system  as  harsh  and  inexorable.  This,  I 
think,  I shall  be  able  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
Dr.  Cooper,  as  well  as  the  public. 

I do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  reductions  in  the 
loans  of  the  bank  which  Dr.  Cooper  mentions  were 
not  made,  nor  that  they  did  not  contribute  largely 
to  the  evils  which  he  has  depicted;  but  I do  say,  and 
shall  prove,  that  these  reductions  were  not  made 
under  my  administration,  and  that  I am  entirely 
guiltless  of  these  evils. 

A ship  without  a rudder  or  sails  or  masts,  on 
short  allowance  of  provisions  and  water,  on  a 
stormy  sea  and  far  from  land,  will  afford  a figure 
by  no  means  too  strong  to  express  the  hapless  con- 
dition of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  when  I 
undertook  the  government  of  it;  and  the  mariner 
who  should  anchor  such  a barque  in  safety  in  her 
destined  port,  preserve  the  lives  of  her  crew  and 
bring  her  cargo  to  a good  market; — because  be 
had  not  made  a speedy  voyage,  or  given  away  to 
those  who  less  wanted  it  a large  portion  of  his 
scanty  supplies  at  the  hazard  of  starving  his  crew, 
might  be  condemned  with  as  much  propriety  as  my 
condemnation  has  been  pronounced  for  not  grati- 
fying every  ignorant,  clamorous,  unfounded,  and 
impracticable  claim  made  upon  the  institution, 
and  his  condition  would  not  be  very  different 
from  mine  if  he  were  accused  by  the  crew  of  a pi- 
rate whom  he  had  beat  off  in  repelling  an  attempt 
to  plunder  him.  The  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  at  the  point  of  failure,  when  1 took  my  seat  as 
president  of  it.  Curtailments  had  been  made  be- 


tween the  30th  July,  1S18,  and  the  1st  of  April, 
1819,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  five  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  the  re- 
ductions at  Philadelphia  alone,  were  three  mil- 
lions six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Within  this 
period  two  millions  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  of  funded  6 per  cent,  stock  had  been 
sold,  making  with  the  foregoing  reductions,  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  yet  after  these  immense  reduc- 
tions of  its  business  and  productive  funds,  the  most 
sensible  and  vital  points  (Philadelphia,  New  York 
and  Boston)  were  infinitely  in  worse  condition  than 
when  the  remedy  was  devised.  The  curtailments 
after  I went  into  office,  were  altogether  trifling 
at  Philadelphia  (and  the  burthen  of  the  accusa- 
tion against  me  refers  to  my  conduct  there,)  New 
York,  Middletown,  Providence,  Boston,  and  Ports- 
mouth, embracing  every  thing  north  of’ the  Potomac, 
and  therefore  the  heart  and  great  arteries  ol'thc  insti- 
tution. Instead  of  pressing  upon  these,  the  dis- 
tressed members  of  the  body,  where  the  vital  fluid 
was  nearly  dried  up,  I turned  back  upon  them,  al- 
most immediately,  the  streams  of  life  and  health. 
In  seventy  days  from  the  time  I look  my  scat , curtail - 
inents  ceased  every  where  except  where  there  was  an 
excess  of  capital.  The  whole  reduction  of  discounts 
at  the  parent  bank  anil  these  offices  altogether  at  no 
time  exceeded  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.'  Thus 
harsh  and  inexorable  (and  thus  only)  were  my 
measures.  The  excess  of  capital  existed  at  the 
south  and  west,  but  principally  at  the  latter.  Al- 
most the  whole  active  capital  of  the  bank  had  been 
transferred  by  ill  judged  operations  of  business  to 
these  points.  At  the  important  office  of  Boston 
there  was  not  a cent  of  capital.  At  the  vital  one  of 
New  York,  1 think,  there  was  less  than  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  I am  sure,  I am  sub- 
stantially correct,  though  I may  not  be  precisely  so, 
as  where  I write  I can  have  no  recurrence  to  docu- 
ments. And  though  it  was  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, under  this  state  of  tilings,  to  draw  capital  from 
the  south  and  west,  it  was  not  drawn  harshly  or  in- 
exorably, and  never  to  such  an  extent  as  not  to 
leave  the  offices  at  these  points  as  much  capital  as 
they  ought,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  at 
that  time,  to  have  had.  Before  the  close  of  the  first 
year  of  my  administration,  adequate  capital  had 
been  assigned  to  the  offices  in  which  it  had  been 
deficient,  and  the  bank  and  its  offices  generally,  then 
or  very  soon  after,  were  in  a condition  to  do  exten- 
sive business  had  the  situation  of  the  country  per- 
mitted it.  But  the  commerce  of  the  country  became 
perfectly  stagnant.  Money  was  a drug.  The  bank, 
to  keep  up  its  business  as  far  as  possible,  discount- 
ed long  paper,  say  at  four  and  six  months,  and  per- 
haps longer.  It  was  even  proposed,  with  the  same 
object,  to  lower  the  rate  of  interest  to  5 per  cent. 

1 believe  local  banks  at  Boston  did,  in  some  instan- 
ces, discount  at  that  rate.  I n Philadelphia,  1 think, 
the  local  banks  discounted  paper  having  nine  months 
to  run,  and  perhaps  more.  The  commerce  of  the 
country  was  reduced  from  a state  of  great  excite- 
ment, such  as  we  have  just  witnessed,  to  a state  of 
collapse,  such  as  I fear  we  may  soon  sutler.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  the  discounts  fell  off.  The 
bank  was  too  safe.  It  had,  at  times,  I believe,  as 
much  specie,  perhaps  more,  in  its  vaults  than  it  had 
notes  in  circulation.  Under  this  want  of  demand 
for  money,  I was  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  pub- 
lic loans,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars, 
which  the  bank  was  able  to  pay  for,  and  retain  an 
abundance  of  specie  in  its  vaults.  Was  not  (he 
bank  then,  beyond  all  fear  of  failure?  No  bank 
ever  was  more  sound  or  safe  than  I left  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  when  I resigned  my  office. 
The  stockholders,  at  their  triennial  meeting  in  1822, 
say,  with  unquestionable  truth,  that  I had  “placed 
its  affairs  in  an  attitude  so  safe  and  prosperous  that 
the  burthen  of  duty  devolving  on  my  successor 
would  be  comparatively  light.” 

But  it  may  be  said  these  are  only  my  assertions. 
Where  is  the  proof  of  their  truth  and  accuracy?— 
No  proof,  let  it  be  remembered,  is  adduced  to  esta- 
blish the  charges  condemnatory  of  my  management. 
But  I will  relieve  my  accusers  from  the  burthen  ot 
proof  which  lies  upon  them.  I have  the  proof.  A 
thousand  slanders  were  uttered  against  me  and  my 
administration  while  I was  in  the  bank,  by  disap- 
pointed and  ruined  speculators,  whose  guilty  hopes 
I had  extinguished,  and  by  the  plunderers  of  the 
institution  whom  I detected,  qnd  some  of  whom  I 
with  a decisive  hand,  turned  out  of  office.  (Here  I 
admit  I was  inexorable).  Was  I guilty?  These 
slanders  were  at  the  same  time  too  much  counte- 
nanced by  good  men,  who  had  been  in  the  previous 
management  of  the  bank,  and  who  writhed  under 
the  exposure  of  the  ignorance  which  they  should 
have  corrected,  and  the  guilt  which  they  should 
have  detected  and  denounced.  They  were,  too, 
mixed  up  in  the  cup  of  social  intercourse,  and  given 
as  an  exciting  drug  to  prejudice  the  community 


against  me  as  an  intrusive  stranger,  who  had  come 
among  them  to  distress  the  commerce,  manufactu- 
rers and  general  business  and  fortunes  of  their  fair 
city,  already  laboring  under  too  much  suffering. 
Against  slanders  thus  put  forth  and  thus  fostered, 
what  defence  could  1 make.  They  were  a Hydra 
with  so  many  heads,  that  if  I had  possessed  the 
hands  of  Briareus,  they  would  have  been  too  few 
for  the  combat  had  I joined  in  it.  How  could  I de- 
fend myself?  The  evidence  of  refutation  was  to 
be  found  only  in  the  books  and  documents  of  tile 
bank.  I could  not  invite  a whole  community  into 
its  hall  to  inspect  them.  I could  not  carry  them 
into  the  public  squares  of  Baltimore,  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  in  all  of  which  I had  accusers, 
such  as  I have  described.  I was  occupied,  too, 
night  and  day,  in  the  difficult  and  laborious  duty 
which  I owed  to  tile  stockholders  and  the  nation. 

I was  necessarily  silent,  and  an  eternal  repetition 
of  unrefuted  falsehood  is  generally  believed,  and 
becomes  as  uneffaceable  almost  as  established 
truth.  I knew  this,  but  I had  neither  time,  nor 
means,  nor  sphere  for  my  defence,  until  the  trien- 
nial meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  IS22.  I had 
here  fortunately  an  opportunity  of  meeting  my  ac- 
cusers, embodying  their  charges,  and  putting  my- 
self on  my  defence.  They  were  challenged  to 
make  their  charges  good.  The  books  and  papers 
of  the  bank  were  in  their  hands,  the  clerks  and 
other  officers  were  at  their  command,  to  assist  them 
in  their  investigations.  They  were  called  upon  to 
prove,  but  they  merely  reiterated  their  denuncia- 
tions. I took  upon  myself  the  burthen  of  disprov- 
ing their  unsustained  slanders.  They  were  embo- 
died and  enumerated  in  an  “exposition,”  which  I 
submitted  to  the  stockholders,  and  which  they  re- 
ferred to  a committee  for  examination.  My  object 
was  to  prove  every  fact  and  allegation  contained  in 
that  document,  that  when  proved,  it  might  remain 
like  an  adjudicated  question,  the  evidence  of  the 
points  of  tact  which  came  in  judgment,  for  use  at 
future  times;  for  example,  at  such  a one  as  the 
present.  I went  into  evidence  on  every  allegation 
it  contained,  and  the  committee  reported  that  it  was 
fully  and  satisfactorily  established.  I think  the 
committee  accompanied  their  report,  at  my  request, 
with  a special  attestation  in  writing,  of  the  fact. 
But  lest  there  be  no  such  document,  in  lieu  of  it,  I 
appeal  (o  the  committee  (o  controvert  the  fact,  if  f 
be  wrong,  in  saving  that  I substantiated  every  fact 
stated  in  my  “exposition”  by  satisfactory  proof. 
Fortunately,  1 have  just  laid  my  hands  on  the 
Southern  Patriot,  of  the  Cth  of  November,  1822, 
which  furnishes  indubitable  evidence  of  the  fact. 
That  paper  contains  the  report  of  the  delegates  of 
the  stockholders  of  South  Carolina,  who  were, 
judge  Richardson,  gen.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  John 
Schultz.  After  mentioning  my  “exposition,”  they 
say,  “ That  the  statements  therein  exhibited,  in  our 
opinion,  were  fully  warranted,  and  the  facts  set  forth 
by  Mr.  Cheves , were  abundantly  proved  by  all  the  tes- 
timony of  which  the  occasion  and  subject  were  suscep- 
tible.” That  exposition  thus  proved,  will  sustain 
every  fact  that  I have  before  slated. 

I submit  therefore  to  the  candor  of  Dr.  Cooper, 
but  nevertheless,  to  the  impartial  judgment  of  the 
public;  that  the  facts  inferable  from  his  paper  as 
well  ai  his  opinion  of  the  harshness,  inexorable- 
ness  and  too  long  continuance  of  a system  so  char- 
acterized, arc  all  founded  in  mistake,  and  probably 
originated  (not  with  Dr.  Cooper)  in  most  injurious 
slanders.  My  exposition  was  published  by  order 
of  the  stockholders,  in  a pamphlet,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  and  a number  of  them 
transmitted  to  the  offices.  No  doubt  some  of  them 
will  be  found  in  Charleston.  It  is  too  long  a do- 
cument to  ask  the  publication  of  it  in  a newspa- 
per, now  that  it  has  lost  much  of  its  interest  from 
the  laspe  of  time,  but  it  w ill  be  no  uninteresting 
document  to  those  who  may  wish  Jo  consider  th,- 
abuses  lo  wlilcn  a national  bank  is  liable,  and 
the  public  evils  of  which  it  may  be  the  instrument. 

I find  I have  yet  to  notice  the  question  of  divi- 
dends and  tiie  matter  of  iny  resignation. 

Dr.  Cooper’s  paper  leaves  it  to  be  inferred,  that 
the  bank  made  no  dividends  during  my  administra- 
tion. 

It  made  no  dividends  in  July  1819,  January  1820, 
July  1820,  and  January  1821.  It  made  dividends 
in  July  1821  of  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  in  Jan- 
uary 1822  of  two  per  cent,  in  July  1S22  of  two  and 
one-quarter  per  eent.  and  in  January  1S23  (when 
I left  the  bank)  of  two  and  one  half  per  cent.  The 
losses  of  the  bank  amounted  to  near  four  millions 
of  dollars,  three  millions  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  profits  of  the  bank;— inter- 
est, which  had  accrued  on  suspended  debts,  ot 
about  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  probably  ought  to  be  estimated  at  about  half 
ihe  sum;— a balance,  left  after  the  dividend  of  Jan- 
uary 1823,  to  the  debit  of  profit  and  loss,  of  $274,000, 
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and  the  contingent  value,  above  par,  of  27,954 
shares  of  the  bank, — pledged  to  it  for  more  than 
any  sum  they  were  likely  to  become  worth, 
making  a fund  that  can  have  yielded  little  less,  if 
not  more,  than  live  millions  of  dollars;  twere  left  to 
meet  the  loss  above  mentioned.  Recurring  to  the 
situation  of  the  bank  when  1 entered  it,  the  subse- 
quent stagnation  of  business,  the  immense  amount 
of  loss  sustained  and  the  ample  provision  made  to 
repair  it,  f think  lew  will  ask  why  dividends  were 
not  sooner  or  more  largely  made,  but  all  unpre  ju- 
diced persons  will  rather  wonder  how  so  much  was 
done.  No  honest  man  I hope  will  ask  why  divi- 
dends were  not  made  before  the  capital  of  the  bank 
was  made  whole?  The  suspicion  of  a dividend 
trenching  on  the  capital  of  the  bank  would  have 
destroyed  public  confidence  and  diminished  the 
value  of  the  stock  to  ten  times  the  amount  divided, 
and  therefore  the  propriety  of  an  ample  reparation 
of  the  losses.  But  no  honest  man  could  have  made 
a question  about  trenching  on  the  capital.  It  would 
have  been  treachery  to  tile  interests  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  a fraud  upon  the  public.  Yet  it  re- 
quired no  little  firmness  to  resist  the  clamors  of  en- 
emies, the  remonstrances  of  friends,  and  the  pite- 
ous claims  of  the  helpless  aged,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  whose  whole  means  of  subsistence  in  too 
many  instances  were  invested  in  the  institution. 
I did  inexorably  resist  all  these.  (Here  again  I was 
inexorable — was  I guilty?)  and  I thank  God  that  I 
was  able  to  do  so.  Yet  none  of  my  accusers  could 
have  sympathised  more  sincerely  with  the  sufferers 
than  I did. 

But  Dr.  Cooper  says  I at  length  resigned;  and  I 
think  the  reader  who  has  no  other  information  than 
the  face  of  his  paper  supplies,  must  infer  that  I did 
it  amidst  the  public  clamor  and  the  public  misery, 
and  under  the  frown  of  the  stockholders.  How 
little  of  that  public  clamor  1 merited,  how  little  of 
that  public  distress  I occasioned,  I think  has  been 
clearly  shewn.  I hope  I may  be  pardoned  a few 
words  more  in  shewing  that  I did  not  resign  under 
the  frown  of  the  stockholders,  and  why  I did  resign. 
The  office  was  one  for  which  I had  no  particular 
predilection,  independent  of  the  peculiar  difficulties 
which  attended  if,  of  which  I had  scarcely  any  idea 
when  I agreed  to  accept  it.  I was  called  to  it  by 
the  common  voice  of  a large  majority  of  the  stock- 
holders, by  the  particular  solicitation  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  di- 
rectors, and  I had  not  the  least  idea  that  my  appoint- 
ment would  have  been  offensive  to  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  many  of  whom  I had  served  most  es- 
sentially in  a very  important  public  concern  while 
I was  a member  of  congress,  of  which  they  were 
so  sensible  that,  as  I have  been  informed,, public 
steps  were  taken  to  testily  their  thanks  and  their 
gratitude.  If  public  duly  had  been  out  of  the 
question,  so  little  wish  had  I to  fill  the  office,  that 
I would  without  the,  least  hesitation  have  rejected 
it,  could  I have  imagined  that  it  would  have  caused 
the  smallest  local  excitement.  I believe  it  would 
not  have  done  so  but  for  the  slanders  before  men- 
tioned. I soon  found,  however,  that  my  appoint- 
ment as  a stranger  was  offensive  to  good  men,  and 
that  not  a few  such  men,  who  were  in  no  way  im- 
plicated in  tile  management  of  the  bank,  were  un- 
friendly to  my  administration  simply  becans'5  T was 
a stranger.  Every  one  who  had  a note  to  pay,  an  ! 
did  not  find  the  money  in  his  pocket,  charged  it  to 
tlie  harshness  and  inexorableness  of  (lie  president  of 
the  bank  ol  the  United  Slates.  To  him  every 
bankrupt,  though  he  had  been  rotten  to  the  core  for 
years  before,  attributed  his  failure.  Every  thing 
he  did  was  wrong — no  good  could  come  out  of  Nu’ 
zareth.  He  was  a stranger  and  came  from  the  far 
south.  I remember  once  to  have  jocularly  depre- 
cated the  occurrence  of  yellow  fever,  as  I was  sure 
it  would  be  put  to  the  errors  and  crimes  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  i will  relate  an  anecdote 
■rrh.oh  Trill  ohc-.v  how  i oUuntPi]  and  how  I was 
judged.  Alter  curtailments  had  ceased  altogether, 
a respectable  old  gentleman  of  the  city  whom  1 had 
never  seen  in  my  life  before,  waited  on  me  at  the 
ban::,  and  introduced  himself.  He  stated  that  he 
had  come  to  remonstrate  with  me  on  the  course  of 
my  administration,  f asked  him  politely  to  state 
his  objections.  They  were  summed  up  in  an  alle- 
gation, that  tile  reductions  of  the  bank  were  pro- 
ducing bankruptcy,  embarrassing  commerce,  man- 
ufactures, See.  I told  him,  with  perfect  truth,  that 
the  bank  was  making  no  reductions,  but  on  the 
contrary,  was  a, 'fording  every  dollar  of  relief  that 
its  safety  would  permit.  He  was  silent,  but  I have 
liu  doubt  left  me,  without  believing  me,  to  reiterate, 
und-r  a firm  belief  of  their  truth  (for  how  could  he 
doubt  what  every  ho  ly  said),  the  charges  which 
had  formed  the  subject  of  his  remonstanee.  I was 
able  to  bear  all  this  with  firmness,  because  it  was  a 
duty  to  do  so,  but  i know  no  earthly  misery  greater 
than  to  live  in  perpetual  strife,  and  seeing  this  to 


bo  my  probable  fate,  I determined  in  a few  weeks 
after  1 entered  the  bank  to  leave  it  as  soon  as  the  i 
task  which  had  been  imposed  on  me  was  perform- 
ed. That  was  to  save  the  bank  and  the  currency, 
i did  both  triumphantly  and  speedily,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  many  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  country, 
among  whom,  was  the  distinguished  gentleman 
then  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  My  success  ex- 
ceeded my  own  expectations  and  hopes.  As  soon 
as  these  objects  were  accomplished,  and  I was  ena- 
bled to  lay  the  affairs  of  the  bank  before  the  stock- 
holders and  the  public  for  their  information,  as  well 
as  to  defend  myself  against  years  of  unrefuted 
slander,  I most  cheerfully  resigned.  Three-fourths 
of  the  stockholders  had  given  me,  throughout  the 
whole  of  my  course,  and  not  less  at  the  closing 
scene,  their  entire  confidence  and  support.  The 
fact  is  notorious  that  their  solicitations  were  ear- 
nest  and  pressing  to  induce  me  to  continue  in  ol- 
(ice.  It  is  true  that  some  of  them,  confounded  by 
the  perpetual  peal  of  slander  that  rang  in  their  ears, 
until  I was  enabled  to  lay  before  them  and  prove 
the  contrary,  were  inclined  to  believe  that  I might 
have  made  Ihe  bank  more  profitable;  but  i feel  sa- 
tisfied that  this  impression  was  removed  at  the  trien- 
nialmeetingin  1822.  Previousto that  meeting, while 
I was  on  the  one  hand  charged  with  harshness  and 
inexorableness,  I was  on  the  other  condemned  fora 
caution  approaching  timidity.  These  charges  were 
alike  unfounded.  There  was  certainly  no  timidity 
in  my  administration.  It  was  made  up  of  a series 
of  acts  of  difficulty  and  high  responsibility,  effect- 
ed in  spite  of  out-door  clamor  and  in-door  opposi- 
tion. I have,  independent  of  the  good  or  evil  I may 
be  supposed  to  have  done,  almost  as  little  ambition 
to  bs  considered  an  eminently  skilful  banker,  as  an 
eminently  skilful  physician.  If  I value  as  I do, 
the  reputation  of  having  saved  the  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  is  because  it  presents  me  in  til e light 
of  a public  benefactor;  as  having  averted  a great 
public  evil  and  great  individual  loss  and  suffering. 
But  I should  certainly  hold  that  reputation  very 
lightly  and  not  desire  to  bear  it,  if  it  had  been  earn- 
ed at  the  cost  which  Dr.  Cooper  states,  according 
to  the  construction  which  I think  the  general  ami 
even  the  critical  reader  must  put  upon  his  publica- 
tion. 

I make  no  complaint  of  Dr.  Cooper  for  speaking 
of  my  conduct  as  he  has  done.  I believe  he  meant 
me  no  unkindness.  Doubtless'  he  spoke  under  the 
impression  of  a slate  of  facts  entirely  different  from 
those  which  really  existed.  Nor  have  I any  wish 
to  abridge  the  eulogy  he  has  pronounced  on  rny 
successor.  I have  always  born  testimony  to  Mr. 
Biddle’s  talents  and  general  fitness  for  bis  station. 
Our  fate  was  to  encounter  very  different  circum- 
stances, and  the  results  were  necessarily  very  differ- 
ent. I am  very  sure,  however,  that  he  has  made 
larger  profits  for  the  stockholders,  than  I should 
have  done  under  equal  circumstances.  I have  ai- 
rways been  of  opinion  that  a bank  of  the  United 
States  neither  ought,  nor  ought  to  be  permitted,  to 
conduct  its  business  with  a view  to  the  largest  pos- 
sible profits,  and  therefore  I should  probably  have 
done  a more  limited  business.  As  to  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States,  I have  but  very  general  no- 
tions of  its  transactions  since  I resigned.  I have 
been  principally  struck  with  the  exlent  of  them  on 
mine  occasions.  I had  no  interest  in  it.  If  on  any 
occasion  I supposed  its  course  to  be  wrong,  1 felt 
that  it  would  appear  illiberal  and  he  indelicate  in 
me  to  become  a critic  of  the  conduct  of  my  suc- 
cessor. If  in  the  struggles  of  the  bank  to  be  re- 
chartered, my  opinion  was  against  it  (as  in  fact  it 
was),  I nevertheless  was  silent.  The  relations  in 
which  I had  stood  to  it  forbade  me  to  manifest  op- 
position to  it,  in  any  way  or  in  any  degree.  It  is 
now  no  more,  and  I am  free  to  declare  that  1 am 
opposed  to  a national  bank  in  any  shape.  I always 
believed  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  rny  expe- 
rience and  observation  have  satisfied  me,  that  it  is 
inexpedient,  unnecessary,  and  dangerous. 

'LANGDON  CHEVES. 


LETTER  FROM  GORHAM  PARKS. 

The  Portland  Jeffersonian  contains  the  following 
correspondence  between  a committee  of  citizens  of 
Portland,  to  Gorham  Parks,  esq.  the  democratic 
candidate  for  governor  of  Maine: 

Portland,  July  24,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  As  various  and  contradictory  reports 
are  in  circulation,  in  relation  to  your  opinion  on  the 
currency  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  your  views 
of  the  obligation  of  individuals  to  sustain  regular 
nominations  of  candidates  for  office — some  assert- 
ing that  you  are  for  a currency  entirely  metallic, 
dispensing  altogether  with  paper,  at  once— that 
you  do  not  hold  regular  nominations  obligatory 
upon  individuals — and  lhat.  if  elected,  you  would 
favor  the  peculiar  views  of  that  portion  of  the  par- 
ty who  have  no!  uniformly  adhered  to  its  usages — 


the  undersigned,  desirous  of  avoiding  a division 
among  friends,  if  Ihere  is  no  just  cause  therefor, 
respectfully  request  your  opinions  and  views  upon 
the  foregoing  subjects. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  GREENE, 

A.  W.  II.  CLAPP, 
IRA  CROCKER, 
CHARLES  HUNT. 

Hon.  Gorham  Parks. 

Bangor,  Aug.  Vllh,  18.37. 

To  H.  W.  Greene,  A.  IT.  11.  Clapp,  Ira  Crocker, 

and  Charles  Hunt,  esrjrs. 

Gentlemen:  I acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  July  24th  ult.  Owing  to  my  absence  -from 
home,  it  did  nol  come  to  hand  until  this  morning. 

In  your  lpflor,  ynu  request  my  opinions  and 
views  on  several  subjects,  the  first  of  which  is  the 
currency — some  asserting,  to  use  your  language, 
“that  I am  for  a currency  entirely  metallic,  dis- 
pensing altogether  with  paper,  at  once.”  Such, 
gentlemen,  is  not  my  opinion.  If  desirable,  it  is 
not  practicable.  We  must  look  at  this  subject  in 
the  situation  we  are  as  one  of  the  states  of  this 
union,  intimately  connected  by  relations  both  of  a 
political  and  business  character  with  Ihe  rest. 
We  cannot  at  once  change  from  the  present  system 
to  an  entire  specie  currency,  if  we  would.  My 
wish  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  secure  for  tire  laboring 
and  working  classes,  a currency  which  shall  al- 
ways be  of  sure  and  equal  value.  This  is  (he  con- 
stitutional currency  of  gold  and  silver,  1 he  highest 
coin  of  which  is  the  eagle  of  ten  dollars  value. 
This  currency  I wish  preserved  to  tire  people,  pio- 
teclcd  from  Ihe  perpetual  war  which  is  made  upon 
it  by  the  banks,  in  attempting  to  substitute  their 
small  bills  as  a currency  instead  of  it. 

Securing  this,  I have  no  objection  lo  banks  issu- 
ing bills  for  such  greater  amounts  as  may  piove 
useful  to  serve  as  a currency  among  that  class  who 
denominate  themselves  business  men,  and  such 
others  as  may  have  occasion  to  use  sums  of  large 
amount,  taking  care  that  they  are  made  to  be,  viluiL 
they  purport  to  be,  the  representatives  of  money. 

The  subject  of  the  currency  is  one,  which  may 
be  extended  lo  great  length.  I believe  I have  said 
enough  to  answer  your  question. 

In  the  second  place,  juju  enquire  my  opinion  as 
to  the  validity  of  regular  nominations.  I answer, 
that  I always  have  held  regular  nominations,  fairly 
made  by  the  democratic  party,  to  be  binding  on  ail 
its  members.  I have  always  supported  Ihein  with- 
out an  exception,  and  maintained  this  principle  by 
example  as  well  as  precept. 

With  regard  to  the  third  query  proposed  to  me, 
I assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  if  I should  be  elected 
to  the  place  for  which  I am  now  proposed,  my 
most  earnest  endeavor  will  be  to  promote  harmony 
in  the  democratic  party,  by  healing  divisions,  act- 
ing kindly  and  gently  towards  any  sections  of  it, 
that  may  (no  matter  from  what  cause)  have  be- 
come separated  from  each  other,  taking  care  that 
no  set,  or  class  of  men  are  persecuted,  discounte- 
nancing proscription,  and  endeavoring  to  know  no 
man  among  us,  in  any  other  light,  or  point  of  view, 
than  as  a democratic  republican,  entitled  to  just  so 
much  weight  and  no  more,  as  his  integrity,  talents, 
purity  of  principle,  and  devotidn  to  the  great  cause 
of  civil  liberty,  and  our  political  opinions,  as  the 
great  means  of  obtaining  and  preserving  it,  ought 
to  give  him. 

With  these  views, you  will  perceive  that  I should 
endeavor,  at  least,  to  be  governed  by  no  set  of  men, 
but  to  be  directed  in  all  things,  tending  to  advance 
the  public  good;  in  appointments  to  office,  as  in  all 
other  acts,  by  the  great  voice  of  the  people,  and 
my  own  consciousness  of  right. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  very  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  GORHAM  PARKS. 


LETTER  FROM  GOVERNOR  FENNER. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Fen- 
ner to  Robinson  Potter,  esq.  of  Newport,  R.  I. 

Providence,  July  24,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Yours  of  this  date  was  this  momeqt 
handed  lo  me.  I am  not  surprised  at  the  informa- 
tion you  give  me,  of  the  mean  attempt  of  Pearce  (o 
electioneer  in  my  name,  by  saying  “lhat  lam  bought 
over.”  Buying  others  and  selling  himself  is  his 
principal  business;  but  I am  not  in  market;  and  if  1 
were,  I should  value  myself  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  long  purses  of  all  his  Supporters  put  together, 
rich  as  some  of  them  may  be. 

I think  he  is  very  modest  in  his  estimate  of  his 
majority,  as  it  falls  considerably  short  of  that  which 
will  be.  given  ugainst  him.  Please  lo  inform  those 
he  “has  tampered  with,”  that  1 am  unchanged , and 
that  I am  not  at  this  moment  aware  of  any  human 
I power  which  can  divert  me  from  my  course.  The 
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majority  against  him  will  probably  be  700— some 
persons  here  estimate  it  much  higher,  but  this  is  the 
guage  which  I give  it.  My  “opposition  to  him 
may  not  make  more  than  ten  votes  against  him,” 
as  he  says;  nor  is  it  necessary  that  it  should.  He 
is  so  obnoxious  to  hundreds  who  have  heretofore 
reluctantly  supported  him,  that  even  with  my  help 
he  could  not  be  elected.  I have  written  this  in 
great  haste,  but  you  may  show  it  to  any  person  to 
whom  he  is  misrepresenting  me. 

Please  to  show  this  to  my  friend,  the  postmaster 
in  Newport.  Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

JAMES  FENNER. 

Capl.  Robinson,  Potter _ 


LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  WHITE. 

The  Nashville  Union  contains  the  annexed  letter 
from  judge  White. 

Knoxville,  July  24 th,  1S37. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor  dated  18th  instant  was 
received  by  the  mail  which  arrived  here  on  yester- 
day, and  with  pleasure  I send  you  an  immediate 
answer. 

Your  recollection  of  the  contents  of  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Kircannon,  is  correct.  I then  stated  and  yet 
believe,  congress  has  not  the  power  to  charter  a bank, 
conferring  upon  it  the  power  to  do  business  within 
the  limits  of  any  of  the  states. 

Should  a national  bank  at  any  time  be  found  in- 
dispensably necessary,  I have  heretofore  said,  and 
yet  believe,  congress  has  the  power  to  charter  one 
to  do  business  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
they  could  authoiize  such  bank  to  connect  itself 
with  one  or  more  banks  in  each  state  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  respective  states,  and  that  through  such 
a district  bank,  thus  connected  with  state  banks, 
every  desirable  object  towards  keeping  a sound  and 
uniform  currency,  and  receiving,  safely  keeping, 
and  conveniently  disbursing  the  public  moneys, 
could  be  as  certainly  attained  as  through  a national 
bank  of  the  ordinary  description. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HUGH  L.  WHITE. 

D.  A.  Crenshaw. 


LETTER  FROM  COL.  T.  H.  BENTON. 

The  following  letter  from  Col.  Benton  was  in 
reply  to  an  invitation  from  certain  citizens  of  Fair- 
field  county  to  attend  the  public  dinner  given  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  Allen. 

St.  Louis,  Aug.  ll/h.  1S37. 

Gentlemen:  Your  most  kind  invitation  to  attend 
the  public  dinner  to  be  given  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Allen, 
on  the  19th  inst.,  has  been  duly  received,  and  com- 
mands the  expression  of  my  sincere  thanks  both  for 
the  honor  done  me  and  the  kind  terms  in  which  it 
has  been  communicated.  Were  it  in  my  power  to 
attend,  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so; 
but  the  state  of  my  family  will  require  me  to  re- 
main at  home  to  the  last  moment,  and  will  not  af- 
ford me  a spare  day  to  stop  on  the  road  as  I proceed 
to  Washington. 

I congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  on  the  success  of 
general  Jackson’s  endeavors  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  the  currency,  exemplified  in  the  present 
prosperity  of  the  productive  classes,  and  in  the  gene- 
ral capacity  of  the  country  to  carry  on  its  business, 
and  to  measure  values  by  the  specie  standard,  in 
spite  of  the  stoppage  of  the  banks.  That  event 
was  expected  to  annihilate  the  specie  standard  or 
value — to  sink  the  price  of  labor,  of  produce,  and 
of  property,  as  low  as  it  fell  after  the  catastrophe  of 
1819, — to  effect  a revolution  in  the  government  by 
scourging  the  country  into  a change  of  administra- 
tion,— and  to  humble  the  democracy  into  a suppli- 
cation for  the  re-establishment  of  a national  bank 
to  repair  the  evils  of  its  own  misrule  and  misgov- 
ernment.  Those  fine  expectations  have  not  been 
realized,  thanks  to  the  eighty  millions  of  hard  mo- 
ney which  general  Jackson’s  policy  had  accumulat- 
ed in  the  country,  and  which  enables  the  govern- 
ment arid  the  people  to  bo  independent  of  non-ape- 
cie  paying  banks,  and  not  only  saves  labor,  produce 
and  property  from  the  prices  of  1819,  but  gives 
them  far  better  prices  than  they  received  eight  or 
ten  years  ago,  in  the  palmy  days  of  bank  and  fede- 
ral dominion,  when  those  who  are  now  crying  out 
“misrule,”  “tyranny,”  and  “ruin,”  were  themselves 
in  power,  the  great  regulator  in  full  operation,  and 
the  federal  government  and  the  federal  bank  in 
full  concert  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
Reduced  to  specie,  and  present  prices  are  far  bet- 
ter than  they  were  in  that  vaunted  period,  which 
the  croakers  of  the  present  day  consider  as  the 
standard  of  perfection,  and  to  which  they  labor  in- 
cessantly to  carry  us  back.  What  would  the  far- 
mers now  say  to  a relapse  from  present  prices  to 
those  of  1825-6-7-S?  when  flour  was  four  or  five 
dollars  a barrel,  and  every  thing  else  in  propor- 
tion. 


Forty-five  years  ago,  it  was  set  down  in  his  me- 
morandum book  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  there  was  a 
system  formed  by  the  federal  party  to  banish  gold 
and  silver  from  circulation,  and  to  deluge  the  states 
with  paper  money.  Every  year  which  has  since 
elapsed  has  given  the  proofs  of  the  existence  and 
continuance  of  that  system,  and  the  year  1837  would 
have  seen  its  success,  had  it  not  been  for  the  SO  mil- 
lions of  hard  money  with  which  general  Jackson 
had  fortified  the  country.  His  policy  has  balked 
this  system  in  the  moment  of  its  anticipated  tri- 
umph; and  I think  that  his  successor  “is  made  of 
the  stuff”  to  sustain  that  policy,  and  that  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  union  is  also  “ made  of  the  stuff”  to 
sustain  him  in  doing  so. 

Enclosed,  gentlemen,  I send  you  a sentiment, 
which  I hope  you  will  find  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  acceptable  to  the  company.  Yours,  most 
respectfully,  THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

Messrs.  John  Brough,  and  others,  Lancusler,  Ohio. 

The  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  wrote  down 
in  a book,  1792,  what  has  been  attempted  in  1837, 
— the  policy  of  general  Jackson  which  has  balked 
that  attempt, — and  the  president  and  the  men 
who  are  “made  of  the  stuff”  to  carry  out  the  policy 
which  Jefferson  indicated,  and  which  Jackson  has 
been  pursuing. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS, 

FIKST  SESSION-^-SENATE. 

September  4.  In  compliance  with  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  U.  States  of  the  15th  of 
May  last,  convening  congress  to  consider  “great 
and  weighty  matters”  which  may  be  laid  before 
them,  the  senate  assembled  in  the  senate  chamber 
at  12  o’clock. 

Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  took  the  chair  as  president  of  the 
senate. 

The  following  senators  were  present  and  took 
their  scats: 

From  Maine — Mr.  Ruggles  and  Mr.  Williams. 

From  New  Hampshire — Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr. 

Pierce. 

From  Vermont — Mr.  Swift. 

From  Rhode  Island — Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Robbins. 

From  Connecticut — Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Smith. 

From  New  York — Mr.  Tallmadge  and  Mr.  W right. 

From  New  Jersey — Mr.  Wall. 

From  Pennsylvania — Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Kean. 

From  Delaware — Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Clayton. 

From  Maryland — Mr.  Kent  and  Mr.  Spence. 

From  Virginia — Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Roane. 

From  North  Carolina — Mr.  Strange. 

From  South  Carolina — Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr. 
Preston. 

From  Georgia — Mr.  King. 

Fro m .Alabama — Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  King. 

From  Mississippi — Mr.  Walker. 

From  Louisiana — Mr.  Nicholas. 

Froi ::  Tennessee — Mr.  Grundy  and  Mi-.  White. 

: From  Kentucky — Mr.  Clay  any  Mr.  Crittenden. 

From  .Arkansas — Mr.  Fulton  and  Mr.  Sevier. 

From  Missouri — Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Linn. 

From  Illinois — Mr.  Robinson tuid  Mr.  Young. 

From  Indiana — Mr.  Smith. 

From  Ohio — Mr.  Morris. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Norvell  and  Mr.  Lyon. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  credentials 
of  Messrs.  C,  C.  Clay  and  Robert  Strange,  senators 
as  above,  who  took  the  usual  oath. 

Mr.  Rives  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Roane, 
senator  as  above,  who  was  also  qualified. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate  was  instructed  to  inform  the  house 
of  representatives  that  a quorum  of  the  senate  was 
1 now  present  and  ready  to  pioceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  a committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  join  a similar  committee  from  the  house,  in 
order  to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  congress  was  assem- 
' hied  and  ready  to  receive  such  communication  as  he 
might  have  to  make,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  chair  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, authorized  to  appoint  Hie  said  committee, 
and  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  were 
S appointed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  usual  number  of 
newspapers  was  ordered  for  file  use  of  the  senators. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  the  sergeant-al-arms  and  door  keeper  to 
the  senate;  whereupon,  Stephen  Haight  (late  door- 
keeper) was  unanimously  elected,  at  the  first  bal- 
loting, sergeant-at-arms  to  the  senate  in  room  of 
the  late  sergeant,  Mr.  Shackford  deceased;  and  at 
the  third  balloting,  Mr.  Edward.  Wyer  was  elected 
(out  of  many  candidates)  doorkeeper  in  room  of 
Mr.  Haight.  And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

September  5.  Mr.  Allen,  senator  from  Ohio,  ap- 
peared to-day  and  took  his^eat. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, through  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  an- 
nouncing to  the  senate  that  a quorum  of  the  house 
had  assembled,  had  elected  a speaker,  had  concur- 
red with  tile  resolution  of  the  senate  for  appointing 
a committee  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
Statc-s,  and  had  appointed  a committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  coramuicc  appointed 
to  inform  the  president  of  the  United  States  that  a 
quorum  of  tile  two  houses  were  assembled,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business, reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
that  the  president  had  expressed  to  them  his  inten- 
tion to  communicate  to  the  two  houses,  in  writing, 
this  day  at  12  o’clock. 

A message  was  accordingly  received  from  the 
president  oi  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
Ins  private  secretary,  and  was  read  by  the  secreta- 
ry: the  reading  occupying  about  an  hour  and  a half. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  printing  of  5,000  copies 
of  the  message,  and  1,500  of  the  accompanying 
documents. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  rose  to  second 
the  motion  of  the  senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wright),  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the 
inrs  rige.  He  should  indeed  have  no  objection  to 
publishing  double  or  triple  the  number  proposed,  if 
it  were  convenient  to  distribute  them.  He  had  ac- 


complished tlie  sole  purpose  for  which  he  had  risen, 
but  whilst  he  was  up  he  could  not  forbear  saying, 
that  after  attentively  listening  to  the  reading  of  this 
message,  he  felt  the  deepest  regret  that  the  presi- 
dent, entertaining  such  views,  and  proposing  such 
a plan  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  as  he  had  pre- 
sented, had  deemed  it  tiis  duty  to  call  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  congress  at  this  inconvenient  period  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  rise  to  express  any 
opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  discussion.  “Sufficient 
for  the  day,”  said  he,  “is  the  evil  thereof.”  But  it 
was  his  wish  to  increase,  the  number  of  copies  to 
be  printed  from  five  thousand  to  ten.  He  thought 
the  former  number  too  small  for  his  proportion  of 
it  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Wright  was  ready  to  accept  the  proposition 
as  a modification  of  his  original  motion,  and  did  so. 

The  question  on  printing  ten  thousand  was  then 
put  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. — 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Sept.  4.  At  12  o’clock,  Walter  S.  Frank- 
lin, esq.  clerk  of  the  last  house  of  representatives, 
called  the  members  to  order  and  read  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  conveh- 
ing  an  extra  session  of  congress.  Fie  then  proceed- 
ed to  call  the  roll  of  the  members  reported  to  he 
elected,  all  of  whom  answered  to  their  names,  with 
the  exception  of  the  following: 

From.  South  Carolina — Mr.  Richardson. 

From  Georgia — Mr.  Cleveland,  Mr.  Dawson,  and 
Mr.  Glascock. 

From  Tennessee — Mr.  Cheatham,  Mr.  Shields, 
and  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Williams. 

From  Louisiana.. — Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Ripley. 

From  Alabama — Mr.  Lawler,  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
Mr.  Lyon. 

From  Indiana — Mr.  White. 

From  Arkansas — Mr.  Yell. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Crarv. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Cushing  of  Massachusetts  hav- 
ing been  called,  that  gentleman  rose,  and  remarked, 
that  before  he  answered  officially,  he  wished  to  say 
a few  words  in  explanation.  He  saw  before  him 
many  members  who  were  said  to  l>a  elected  to  that 
house,  but  that  was  all  they  knew,  having,  at  pre- 
sent, no  authentic  knowledge  on  the  subject.  He 
insisted  that  they  were  not  members  of  the  house 
til!  after  Hie  election  of  speaker,  and  they  had  all 
duly  qualified.  He  was  aware  that  the  usage  of  the 
house  had  been,  that  the  clerk  should  prepare  a roll, 
as  he  had  done;  should  call  the  members  individu- 
ally; and  that  he  should  also  officiate  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  house.  It  was  perfectly  proper  that 
he  should  do  this,  so  far  as  regarded  the  preparation 
of  the  roll  and  the  call  of  members;  and  the  stand- 
ing rule  of  the  house  provided  that  he  should  he 
clerk  till  a successor  was  appointed;  but  it  was  not 
proper  that  that  officer  should  he  compelled  to  resort 
to  newspapers,  as  to  who  were  or  were  not  members. 
It  was  not  proper,  Mr.  C.  must  say,  that  they,  the 
members  elect,  should  be  organized  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  an  individual  not  a member  of  their  own 
body.  Fie  did  not  say  this  out  of  any  want  of  con- 
fidence in  that  officer,  who,  he  was  assured,  would 
act  in  strict  honor  and  good  faith,  but  he  desired  to 
avail  himself  of  that  occasion  to  protest  against  the 
usage,  and  to  state  that,  hut  for  the  delicate  circum- 
stances in  relation  to  the  parties  now  dividing  that 
house  and  the  country,  he  should  have  felt  it  his  du- 
ty to  move  that  the  gentlemen  there  present  be  or- 
ganized, as  they  ought  to  be  organized,  under  the 
presidency  of  one  of  their  own  number.  Mr.  C. 
added  that  he  had  merely  made  these  explanations 
in  order  that,  in  due  time,  the  evil  might  be  reme- 
died, and  he  put  several  cases  that  might  arise,  as 
of  one  gentleman  calling  another  to  order,  who 
could  decide  that  question?  or  suppose  a question 
should  arise  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  electing  the 
speaker;  how  could  it  he  arronp^ed?  or  suppose, 
what  actually  took  place  in  the  23d  congress,  that  a 
question  should  arise  as  to  whether  a gentleman 
there  present  be  or  be  not  a member,  how  could  it 
he  decided  by  the  present  usage?  Mr.  C.  held  these 
to  be  evils;  and  at  the  proper  time,  when  no  party 
question  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  he  hoped 
to  see  it  adjusted.  Having  made  this  explana- 
tion. he  expressed  himself  ready  to  answer  the  call. 

Mr.  Cushing  having  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
clerk  proceeded  in  calling  the  roll,  and  was  at  the 
point  of  calling  the  names  of  the  members  from 
Mississippi,  when  Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  after  refer- 
ring to  the  constitutional  objections  to  the  validity 
of  the  late  election  in  that  state,  offered  a resolution 
declaring  that  sufficient  evidence  had  not  bren  of- 
fered to  show  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Ghoison 
were  entitled  to  their  seals. 

This  gave  rise  to  a quite  animated  debate,  of 
which  some  account  will  be  given  in  our  next,  and 


in  which  Messrs.  Mercer,  Ghoison,  Bynum,  Rhctt, 
Bonn,  Hamer,  Wise,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Fallon,  Robertson,  Reed,  Thomas,  Cushing,  McKay, 
Everett,  Ilulsey,  and  Briggs  took  part. 

Mr.  Mercer’s  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  by 
a vote  of  131  to  5. 

The  discussion  turned  chiefly  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  house  should  be  organized,  though  the 
Mississippi  election  was  occasionally  adverted  to. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  it  was  proposed  to  elect 
a chairman  in  place  of  the  clerk,  to  preside  until  a 
speaker  should  be  chosen,  hut  this  motion,  as  well 
as  the  original  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  then  completed,  when 
it  appeared  that  224  members  had  answered  to  their 
names. 

The  house  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Petriken,  to  the  election  of  a speaker.  Messrs. 
Hamer,  McKcnnan,  and  Junes,  ol  Virginia,  were 
appointed  tellers;  and,  having  counted  the  ballots, 


reported  the  result  as  follows: 
Total  number  of  votes  . 

. 224 

Necessary  to  a choice 

113 

For  James  K.  Polk 

. 116 

John  Bell 

103 

Scattering  .....  5 

So  James  K.  Polk  was  declared  to  have  been 
duly  elected  speaker.  He  was  conducted  to  the 
chair  by  Messrs.  Lawler  and  Owens,  when  lie  made 
a brief  address  of  thanks,  and  was  then  sworn  in  by 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams,  the  senior  member  of  the  house. 

The  residue  of  the  members  wcie  next  sworn. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a clerk, 
when  Waller  S.  Franklin  received  14(1  votes,  Samu- 
el Shock,  of  Pa.  4S,  and  15  votes  were  cast  lor  other 
persons. 

So  Waller  S.  Franklin  was  declared  duly  chosen 
clerk. 

The  house,  then,  by  resolution,  re-elected  Rode- 
rick Dorsey  sergeant-at-arms,  and  Overton  Carr 
doorkeeper,  to  the  house. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  adopt  for  the  govern- 
ment ol  the  house  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
congress;  to  which  Mr.  Adams  moved  an  amend- 
ment, which  gave  rise  to  debate.  Without  coming 
ton  vote  upon  the  subject,  the  house  adjourned. 

September  5.  The  following  members  elect  ap- 
peared, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats,  viz: 

From  South  Carolina — Mi'.  Kichardson. 

From  Georgia— Mr.  Cleveland,  Mr.  Glascock, 
and  Mr.  Dawson. 

From  Louisiana — Mr.  Garland. 

And  the  following  delegates  from  territories  ap- 
peared, viz:  from  Florida,  Mr.  Downing;  from 
Wisconsin,  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  that  the  president  had  informed 
them  he  would  make  a communication  to  both 
houses  of  congress  this  day  at  12  o’clock. 

Abraham  Van  Buren,  private  secretary  of  the 
president,  then  came  in  and  presented  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  which  was 
read  at  the  clerk’s  table,  as  follows: 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  house  of  representatives: 

The  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  regulating  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  the 
employment  of  state,  district,  and  territorial  hanks 
for  that  purpose,  made  it  tile  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  discontinue  the  use  of  such  of 
them  as  should  at  any  time  refuse  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie,  and  to  substitute  other  banks,  pro- 
vided a sufficient  number  could  be  obtained  to  re- 
ceive the  public  deposites  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions therein  prescribed.  The  general  and  almost 
simultaneous  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
hanks  in  May  last,  rendered  the  performance  of 
this  duty  imperative,  in  respect  to  those  which  had 
been  selected  wwlor  tlio  act-,  anrl  made  it,  at  the 
same  time,  impracticable  to  employ  the  requisite 
number  of  others,  upon  the  prescribed  conditions. 
The  specific  regulations  established  by  congress  for 
thedeposite  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys, 
having  thus  unexpectedly  become  inoperative,  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afford  you  an  early  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  your  supervisory  powers 
over  the  subject. 

I was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  increasing  the  embarrassments 
before  existing  in  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, would  so  far  diminish  the  public  revenue,  that 
the  accruing  receipts  into  the  treasury,  would  not, 
with  the  reserved  five  millions,  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fray the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  government, 
until  the  usual  period  for  the  meeting  of  congress; 
whilst  the  authority  to  call  upon  the  states,  for  a 
portion  of  tho  sums  deposited  with  them,  was  too 
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restricted  to  enable  the  department  to  realize  a suf- 
ficient amount  from  that  source.  These  apprehen- 
sions have  been  justified  by  subsequent  results, 
which  render  it  certain  that  this  deficiency  will  oc- 
cur, if  additional  means  be  not  provided  by  con- 
gress. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile 
interest,  in  meeting  their  engagements,  induced 
them  to  apply  to  me,  previously  to  the  actual  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  for  indulgence  upon 
their  bonds  for  duties;  and  all  the  relief  authorized 
by  law  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  granted.  The 
dependence  of  the  treasury  upon  the  avails  of 
these  bonds,  to  enable  it  to  make  the  deposites  with 
the  states  required  by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to 
limit  this  indulgence  to  the  first  of  September,  but 
it  has  since  been  extended  to  the  first  of  October, 
that  the  matter  might  be  submitted  to  your  further 
direction. 

Questions  were  also  expected  to  arisd  in  the  re- 
cess in  respect  to  the  October  instalment  of  those 
deposites,  requiring  the  interposition  of  congress. 

A provision  of  another  act,  passed  about  the 
same  time,  and  intended  to  secure  a faithful  com- 
pliance with  the  obligation  of  the  United  Stales, 
to  satisfy  all  demands  upon  them  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent,  prohibited  the  oiler  of  any  bank  note, 
not  convertible  on  the  spot  into  gold  or  silver  at  the 
will  of  the  holder;  and  the  ability  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  millions  on  deposite,to  meet  its  engage- 
ments in  the  manner  thus  required  by  law,  was 
rendered  very  doubtful  by  the  event  to  which  I 
have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  un- 
expected exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  con- 
gress; convinced  that  some  of  them  would  be  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  public  service,  before 
the  regular  period  of  your  meeting;  and  desirous 
also  to  enable  you  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment, your  full  constitutional  nowers  for  the  relief 
of  the  country,  I could  not,  \ri  i propriety,  avoid 
subjecting  you  .to  the  inconvenience  of  assembling 
at  as  eaily  a day  as  the  state  of  the  popular  repre- 
sentation would  permit.  I am  sure  lhat  I have 
done  but  justice  to  your  feelings,  in  believing  that 
this  inconvenience  will  be  cheerfully  encountered, 
in  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting  conducive  to 
the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  through 
which  we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  dis- 
cussion arose,  and  great  diversity  of  opinion  exist- 
ed, as  to  its  real  causes.  This  was  not  surprising. 
The  operations  of  credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the 
inlluences  which  affect  them  so  numerous,  and 
often  so  sublie,  that  even  impartial  and  well  in- 
formed persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect 
to  them.  To  inherent  difficulties  were  also  added 
other  tendencies,  which  were  by  no  means  favora- 
ble to  the  discovery  of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be 
expected,  that  those  who  disapproved  the  policy  of 
the  government  in  relation  to  the  currency,  would, 
in  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling  produced  by 
the  occasion,  fail  to  attribute  to  that  policy  any  ex- 
tensive embarrassment  in  the  monetary  affairs  of 
the  country.  The  matter  thus  became  connected 
with  the  passions  and  conflicts  of  party;  opinions 
were  more  or  less  affected  by  political  considera- 
tions; and  differences  were  prolonged  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  determined  by  an  appeal  to 
facts,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  by  mutual  con- 
cession It  is,  however,  a cheering  reflection,  that 
circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a com- 
munity so  intelligent  as  ours,  from  ultimately  arriv- 
ing at  correct  conclusions.  Encouraged  by  the 
firm  belief  of  this  truth,  I proceed  to  state  my 
views,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  a clear  under- 
standing of  the  remedies  I feel  it  my  duty  to  pro- 
pose, and  of  the  reasons  by  which  I have  been  led 
to  recommend  them. 

The  history  of  trade  in  the  United  States  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  alfords  the  most  convincing 
evidence  that  our  present  condition  is  chiefly  to  be 
auriDuted  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of 
business;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first 
impulses  from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to 
its  destructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  and  by  other  facilities  for  the  acquisi- 
tion and  enlargement  of  credit.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1834,  the  banking  capital  of  the 
United  States,  including  that  of  the  national  bank 
then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation 
to  about  ninety-five  millions;  and  the  loans  and  dis- 
counts of  the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  millions.  Between  that  time  and  the  first  of 
January,  183G,  being  the  latest  period  to  which  ac- 
curate accounts  have  been  received,  our  banking 
capital  was  increased  to  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  millions;  our  paper  circulation  to  more 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions,  and  the  loans 
and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty- 


seven  millions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be 
added  the  many  millions  of  credit,  acquired  by 
means  of  foreign  loans,  contracted  by  the  states  and 
state  institutions,  and,  above  all,  by  the  lavish  ac- 
commodations extended  by  foreign  dealers  to  our 
merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit, 
and  of  the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  engendered 
by  it,  were  a foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citi- 
zens, estimated  in  March  last  at  more  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars;  the  extension  to  traders  in  the 
interior  of  our  country  of  credits  for  supplies, 
greatly  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people;  the  invest- 
ment of  thirty-nine  and  a half  millions  of  dollars 
in  unproductive  public  lands,  in  the  years  1835  and 
I83G,  whilstin  the  preceding  year  the  sales  amount- 
ed to  only  four  and  a half  millions;  the  creation  of 
debts,  to  an  almost  countless  amount,  for  real  es- 
tate in  existing  or  anticipated  cities  and  villages, 
equally  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now  seen  to 
have . been  greatly  disproportionate  to  their  real 
value;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in  im- 
provements which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  found 
to  be  ruinously  improvident;  the  diversion  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been 
applied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
expenditure  of  large  sums  in  the  importation  of 
grain  from  Europe — an  expenditure  which,  amount- 
ing in  1334  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars; 
and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  and  es- 
pecially in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxuri- 
ous habits,  founded  too  often  on  merely  landed 
wealth,  and  detrimental  alike  to  the  industry,  the 
resources,  and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  impiossible  that  such  a state  of  things 
could  long  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion 
was  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  be- 
fore it  actually  came.  None,  however,  had  cor- 
rectly anticipated  its  severity.  A concurrence  of 
circumstances  inadequate  of  themselves  to  produce 
such  wide-spread  and  calamitous  embarrassments, 
tended  so  greatly  to  aggravate  them,  that  they  can- 
not be  overlooked  in  considering  their  history. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned,  as  most  promi- 
nent, the  great  loss  of  capital  sustained  by  our 
commercial  emporium  in  the  fire  of  December, 
1835 — a loss,  the  effects  of  which  were  underrated 
at  the  time,  because  postponed  for  a season  by  the 
great  facilities  of  credit  then  existing;  the  disturb- 
ing effects,  in  our  commercial  cilies,  of  the  trans- 
fers of  the  public  moneys  required  by  the  dpposite 
law  of  June,  1S3G;  and  i he  measures  adopted  bv  the 
foreign  creditors  of  our  merchants  to  reduce  their 
debts,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  United  States  a 
large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  here- 
tofore have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief 
instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  developments  subsequently  made,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  other  commercial  countries, 
must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dispel  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  It  has  since  appeared  that  evils, 
similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves,  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  Great  Britain,  on  the  continent,  ar.d, 
indeed,  throughout  the  commercial  world;  and  that 
in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have 
been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement 
of  the  boundaries  of  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us, 
by  unprecedented  expansion?  of  the  systems  of 
credit.  A reference  to  the  amount  of  banking  ca- 
pital, and  the  issues  of  paper  credits  put  in  circu- 
lation in  Great  Britain,  by  banks,  and  in  other 
ways,  during  the  years  1834,  1835,  and  183G,  will 
show  an  augmentation  of  the  paper  currency  there, 
as  much  disproportioned  to  the  real  wants  of  trade 
as  in  the  United  States.  With  this  redundancy  of 
the  paper  currency,  there  arose  in  that  country  also 
a spirit  of  adventurous  speculation,  embracing  the 
wtiole  range  of  human  enterprise.  Aid  was  pro- 
fusely given  to  projected  improvements;  large  in- 
vestments were  made  in  foreign  stocks  and  loans; 
credits  for  goods  were  granted  with  unbounded  li- 
berality to  merchants  in  foreign  countries;  and  all 
the  means  of  acquiring  and  employing  credit  were 
put  in  active  operation,  and  extended  in  their  ef- 
fects to  every  department  of  business,  and  to  every 
cpiarter  of  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  propor- 
tioned in  its  violence  to  the  extraordinary  character 
of  the  events  which  preceded  it.  The  commercial 
community  of  Great  Britain  were  subjected  to  the 
greatest  difficulties,  and  their  debtors  in  this  country 
were  not  only  suddenly  deprived  of  accustomed  anil 
expected  credits,  but  called  upon  for  payments, 
which,  in  the  actual  posture  of  things  here,  could 
only  be  made  through  a general  pressure,  ami  at  the 
most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  sincere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  convic- 


tion, that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both  coun- 
tries have  been  substantially  the  same.  Two 
nations,  the  most  commercial  in  the  world,  enjoy- 
ing but  recently  the  highest  degree  of  apparent 
prosperity,  and  maintaining  with  each  other  the 
closest  relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a time  of  profound 
peace,  and  without  any  great  national  disaster, 
arrested  in  their  career,  and  plunged  into  a state  of 
embarrassment  and  distress.  In  both  countries  we 
have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of  paper 
money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit;  the  same  spirit 
of'speculation;  the  same  partial  successes;  the  same 
difficulties  and  reverses;  and,  at  length,  nearly  the 
same  overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  mate- 
rial difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  coun- 
tries has  only  been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  oc- 
curred an  extensive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  federal  and  state  governments,  occasioned  by 
the  snspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

The  history  of  these  causes  and  effects,  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  substantially  the. 
history  of  the  revulsion  in  all  other  commercial 
countries. 

The  present  and  visible  effects  of  these  circum- 
stances on  the  operations  of  the  government,  and 
on  the  industry  of  tile  people,  point  out  the  objects 
which  call  for  your  immediate  attention. 

They  are — to  regulate  by  law  the  safe  keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement,  of  the  public  moneys; 
to  designate  the  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by 
the  government;  to  enable  the  treasury  to  meet 
promptly  every  demand  upon  it;  to  prescribe  the 
terms  of  indulgence,  and  the  inode  of  settlement  to 
be  adopted,  as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals 
the  revenue  that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it 
from  former  depositories,  and  to  devise  and  adopt 
such  further  measures,  within  the  constitutional 
competency  of  congress,  as  will  be  best  calculated 
to  revive  the  enterprise  and  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

For  the  deposit?,  transfer,  and  disbursement,  of 
the  revenue,  national  and  slate  banks  have  always, 
with  temporary  and  limited  exceptions,  been  here- 
tofore employed  ; but,  although  advocates  of  each 
system  are  still  to  be  found,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
events  of  the  last  few  months  have  greatly  aug- 
mented the  desire,  long  existing  among  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations 
ofthe  government  from  those  of  individuals  or  cor- 
porations. 

Again,  to  create  a national  bank,  as  a fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemn- 
ly and  unequivocally  expressed.  On  no  question 
of  domestic  policy  is  there  stronger  evidence  that 
the  sentiments  of  a large  majority  are  deliberately 
fixed;  and  I cannot  concur  with  those  who  think 
they  see,  in  recent  events,  a proof  that  these  senti- 
ments are,  or  a reason  that  they  should  be,  changed. 

Events,  similar  in  thpir  origin  and  character,  have 
heretofore  frequently  occurred,  without  producing 
any  such  change;  and  the  lessons  of  experience 
must  be  forgotten,  if  we  suppose  that  the  present 
overthrow  of  credit  would  have  been  prevented  by 
the  existence  of  a national  bank.  Proneness  to  ex- 
cessive issues  has  ever  been  the  vice  of  the  banking 
system  ; a vice  as  prominent  in  national  as  in  state 
institutions.  This  propensity  is  as  subservient  to 
the  advancement  of  private  interests  in  the  one  as 
in  the  other;  and  those  who  direct  them  both,  being 
principally  guided  by  the  same  views,  and  influ- 
enced by  the  same  motives,  will  be  equally  ready 
to  stimulate  extravagance  of  enterprise  by  improvi- 
dence of  credit.  How  strikingly  is  this  conclusion 
sustained  bv  experience.  The  bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  vast  powers  conferred  on  it  by 
congress,  did  not  or  could  not  prevent  former  and 
similar  embarrassments;  nor  has  the  still  greater 
strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess,  under  its  pre- 
sent charter,  enacted  it,  in  the  existing  emergency, 
to  check  other  institutions,  or  even  to  save  itself. 
In  Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been  seen,  the  same 
causes  have  been  attended  with  the  same  effects,  a 
national  bank,  possessing  powers  far  greater  than 
are  asked  for  by  the  warmest  advocates  of  such  an 
institution  here,  has  also  proved  unable  to  prevent 
an  undue  expansion  of  credit,  and  the  evils  that 
flow  from  it.  Nor  can  I find  any  tenable  ground 
for  the  re-establishment  of  a national  bank,  in  the 
derangement  alleged  at  present  to  exist  in  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities 
it  may  be  capable  of  affording  them.  Although 
advantages  of  this  sort  were  anticipated  when  the 
first  bank  of  (he  United  States  was  created,  they 
were  regarded  as  an  incidental  accommodation;  not 
one  which  the  federal  government  was  bound,  or 
could  be  called  upon,  to  furnish.  This  accommo- 
dation is  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not  many 
years,  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  duties; 
and  an  omission  to  aid  and  regulate  commercial 
exchange,  is  treated  a3  a ground  of  loud  and  serious 
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complaint.  Such  results  only  serve  to  exemplify 
the  constant  desire,  among  some  of  our  citizens,  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  government,  and  extend 
its  control  to  subjects  with  which  it  should  not  in- 
terfere. They  can  never  justify  the  creation  of  an 
institution  to  promote  such  objects.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  justly  excite  among  the  community  a 
more  diligent  inquiry  into  the  character  of  those 
operations  of  trade,  towards  which  it  is  desired  to 
extend  such  peculiar  favors. 

The  various  transactions  which  bear  the  name  of 
domestic  exchanges,  diii'er  essentially  in  their  na- 
ture, operation,  and  utility.  One  class  of  them 
consists  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  for  the  purpose 
of  transferring  actual  capital  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another,  or  to  anticipate  the  proceeds  of 
property  actually  transmitted.  Bills  of  this  descrip- 
tion are  highly  useful  in  the  movements  of  trade, 
and  well  deserve  all  the  encouragement  which  can 
rightfully  be  given  to  them.  Another  class  is  made 
up  of  bills  of  exchange,  not  drawn  to  transfer  actual 
capital,  nor  on  the  credit  of  property  transmitted, 
but  to  create  fictitious  capital,  partaking  at  once  of 
the  character  of  notes  discounted  in  bank,  and  of 
bank  notes  in  circulation,  and  swelling  the  mass  of 
paper  credits  to  a vast  extent  in  the  most  objectiona- 
ble manner.  These  bills  have  formed,  for  the  last 
few  years,  a large  proportion  of  what  are  termed 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  serving  as 
the  means  of  usurious  profit,  and  constituting  the 
most  unsafe  and  precarious  paper  in  circulation. 
This  species  of  traffic,  instead  of  being  upheld, 
ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the  government 
and  the  people. 

In  transferring  its  funds  from  place  to  place,  the 
government  is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private 
citizen,  and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means. 
It  may  do  so  through  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by 
itself,  or  purchased  from  others;  and  in  these  opera- 
tions it  may,  in  a manner  undoubtedly  constitution- 
al and  legitimate,  facilitate  and  assist  exchanges 
of  individuals  founded  on  real  transactions  of  trade. 

The  extent  to  which  this  may  be  done,  and  the 
best  means  of  effecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  fullest 
consideration.  This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you  in  his  report. 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that 
the  government  should  assume  the  management  of 
domestic  or  foreign  exchange.  It  is  indeed  autho- 
rized to  regulate  by  law  the  commerce  between  the 
states,  arid  to  provide  a general  standard  of  value, 
or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold  and  silver;  but  it 
is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer 
of  their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  post  office  department.  As  justly 
might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  their  merchandise-.  These  are  operations 
of  trade.  They  ought  to  be  conducted  by  those 
who  are  interested  in  them,  in  the  same  manner 
that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other  pursuits  are 
encountered  by  other  classes  of  citizens.  Such  aid 
has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  countries. 
Throughout  Europe,  the  domestic  as  well  as  the 
foreign  exchanges  are  carried  on  by  private  houses, 
often,  if  not  generally,  without  the  assistance  of 
banks.  Yet  they  extend  throughout  distinct  sover- 
eignties, and  far  exceed  in  amount  the  real  ex- 
changes of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  reason 
why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  with  equal  cheapness  and  safety.  Cer- 
tainly this  might  be  accomplished,  if  it  were  favor- 
ed by  those  most  deeply  interested;  and  few  can 
doubt  that  their  own  interest,  as  well  as  the  genera! 
welfare  of  the  country,  would  be  promoted  by  leav- 
ing such  a subject  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom 
it  properly  belongs.  A system  founded  on  private 
interest,  enterprise  and  competition,  without  the 
aid  of  legislative  grants  or  regulations  by  law, 
would  rapidly  prosper;  it  would  be  free  from  the 
influence  of  political  agitation,  and  extend  the  same 
exemption  to' trade  itself;  and  it  would  put  an  end 
to  those  complaints  of  neglect,  partiality,  injustice, 
and  oppression,  which  are  the  unavoidable  results 
of  interference  by  the  government,  in  the  proper 
concerns  of  individuals.  AH  former  attempts  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  carry  its  legislation, 
in  this  respect,  further  than  was  designed  by  the 
constitution,  have  in  the  end  proved  injurious,  and 
have  served  only  to  convince  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  more  and  more,  of  the  certain  dangers  of 
blending  private  interests  with  the  operations  of 
public  business  ; and  there  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  a repetition  of  them  now  would  be  more 
successful. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  our 
community,  opinions  and  feelings  on  this  subject  in 
direct  opposition  to  each  other.  A large  portion  of 
them,  combining  great  intelligence,  activity,  and 
influence,  are  no  doubt  sincere  in  their  belief  that 
the  operations  of  trade  ought  to  be  assisted  by  such 


a connection;  they  regard  a national  bankas  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  disinclined  to 
every  measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later, 
to  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the 
other  hand,  a majority  of  the  people  are  believed 
to  be  irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure:  they 
consider  such  a concentration  of  power  dangerous 
to  their  liberties;  and  many  of  them  regard  it  as  a 
violation  of  the  constitution.  This  collision  of 
opinion  lias,  doubtless,  caused  much  of  the  embar- 
rassment to  which  the  commercial  transactions  of 
the  country  have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has 
become  apolitical  topic  of  the  highest  interest, and 
trade  has  suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A 
speedy  termination  of  this  state  of  things,  however 
desirable,  is  scarcely  to  be  expected.  We  have 
seen  for  nearly  half  a century,  that  those  who  advo- 
cate a national  bank,  by  whatever  motive  they  may 
be  influenced,  constitute  a portion  of  our  commu- 
nity too  numerous  to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  early 
abandonment  of  their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  must  indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate 
of  the  intelligence  and  temper  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, who  suppose  that  they  have  continued,  on 
slight  or  insufficient  grounds,  their  persevering  op- 
position to  such  an  institution;  or  that  they  can  be 
induced  by  pecuniary  pressure  or  by  any  other 
combination  of  circumstances,  to  surrender  prin- 
ciples they  have  so  long  and  so  inflexibly  main- 
tained. 

My  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged. 
They  have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  an- 
nounced to  my  fellow  citizens;  who,  with  full  know- 
ledge of  them,  conferred  upon  me  the  two  highest 
offices  of  Hie  government.  On  the  last  of  these  oc- 
casions, I felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  apprize  them 
distinctly,  that,  in  the  eventof  my  eleciion,  I would 
not  be  able  to  co-operate  in  the  re-establishment  of 
a national  bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I have  now 
only  to  add  the  expression  of  an  increased  convic- 
tion, that  the  re-establishment  of  such  a bank,  in 
any  form,  whilst  it  would  not  accomplish  the  bene- 
ficial purpose  promised  by  its  advocates,  would  im- 
pair the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popular  will; 
injure  the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of 
ourpolitical  system;  and  bring  once  more  into  ex- 
istence a concentrated  moneyed  power,  hostile  to 
the  spirit,  and  threatening  the  permanency,  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

Local  banks  have  been  employed  for  the  deposite 
and  distribution  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partial- 
ly, and,  on  three  different  occasions,  exclusively  ; 
first,  anterior  to  the  establishment  of  the  first  bank 
of  the  United  States;  secondly,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  termination  of  that  institution  and  the 
charter  of  its  successor;  and,  thirdly,  during  the 
limited  period  which  has  now  so  abruptly  dosed. 
The  connection  thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved 
unsatisfactory  on  each  successive  occasion,  not- 
withstanding the  various  measures  which  were 
adopted  to  facilitate  nr  insure  its  success.  On  the 
last  occasion, -in  the  year  1833,  the  employment  of 
the  state  banks  was  guarded  especially  in  every 
way  which  experience  and  caution  could  suggest. 
Personal  security  was  required  for  the  safe-keeping 
and  prompt  payment  of  the  moneys  to  be  received, 
and  full  returns  of  their  condition  were,  from  time 
to  time,  to  be  made  by  the  depositories.  In  the  first 
slages  the  measure  was  eminently  successful,  not- 
withstanding the  violent  opposition  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  unceasing  dibits  made 
to  overthrow  it.  The  selected  banks  performed 
with  fidelity,  and  without  any  embarrassment  to 
themselves  or  to  the  community,  their  engagements 
to  the  government,  arid  the  system  promised  to  be 
permanently  useful.  But  when  it  became  necessa- 
ry, under  the  act  of  June,  1S36,  to  withdraw  from 
them  the  public  money,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
it  in  additional  institutions,  or  of  transferring  it  to 
the  states,  they  found  it, in  many  cases,  inconvenient 
to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  treasury,  and 
numerous  and  pressing  applications  were  made  for 
indulgence  or  relief.  As  the  instalments  under  the 
deposite  law  became  payable,  their  own  embarrass- 
ments. and  the  necessity  under  which  they  lay  of 
curtailin';  their  discounts  and  callinirin  their  deb!s, 
increased  the  general  distress,  and  contributed,  with 
other  causes,  io  hasten  the  revulsion  in  which,  at 
length,  they,  in  common  with  the  other  banks,  were 
fatally  involved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  cur  solemn 
duty  to  inquire  whether  there  are  nol,  in  any  con- 
nection between  the  government  and  banks  of  issue, 
evils  of  great  magnitude,  inherent  in  its  very  na- 
luro,  and  against  which  no  precautions  can  effectu- 
ally guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment. and  forced  on  tile  treasury  by  early  necessi- 
ties, the  practice  of  employing  banks,  was,  in  truth, 
from  the  beginning,  more  a measure  of  emergency 
than  of  sound  policy.  When  wc  started  into  exist- 


ence as  a nation,  in  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the 
new  government,  we  assumed  all  the  large  but  ho- 
norable load  of  debt  which  was  the  price  of  our  li- 
berty; but  we  hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  infant 
industry  of  the  country  by  resorting  to  adequate 
taxation  lor  the  necessary  revenue.  The  facilities 
of  banks,  in  return  for  the  privileges  they  acquired, 
were  promptly  offered,  arid  perhaps  too  readily  re- 
ceived, by  an  embarrassed  treasury.  During  the  long 
continuance  of  a national  debt,  and  the  intervening 
difficulties  of  a foreign  war,  the  connection  was 
continued  from  motives  of  convenience;  but  these 
causes  have  long  since  passed  away.  We  have  no 
emergencies  that  make  banks  necessary  to  aid  the 
wants  of  the  treasury;  we  have  no  load  of  national 
debt  to  provide  for,  and  we  have  on  actual  deposite 
a large  surplus.  No  public  interest,  therefore,  now 
requires  the  renewal  of  a connection  that  circum- 
stances have  dissolved.  The  complete  organization 
of  our  government,  the  abundance  of  our  resources, 
the  general  harmony  which  prevails  between  the 
different  states,  and  with  foreign  powers,  all  enable 
us  now  lo  select  the  system  most  consistent  with 
the  constitution,  and  most  conducive  to  the  public 
welfare.  Should  we,  then,  connect  the  treasury  for 
a fourth  time  with  the  local  batiks,  it  can  only  bl- 
under a conviction  that  past  failures  have  arisen 
from  accidental,  not  inherent  defects. 

A danger,  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  be  avoid- 
ed in  such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evi- 
dent in  the  very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been 
defeated.  A sudden  act  of  the  banks  entrusted  with 
the  funds  of  the  people,  deprives  the  treasury,  with- 
out fault  or  agency  of  the  government,  of  the  ability 
to  pay  its  creditors  in  the  currency  they  have  by 
law  a right  to  demand.  This  circumstance  no  fluc- 
tuation of  commerce  could  have  produced,  if  the 
public  revenue  bad  been  collected  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency and  kept  in  that  form  by  the  officers  of  the 
treasury.  The  citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank 
receives  it  back,  since  the  suspension,  at  a sacrifice 
in  its  amount;  whilst  he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country,  and  in  his  own  possession, 
pursues,  without  loss,  the  current  of  his  business. 
The  government,  placed  in  the  situation  of  the  for- 
mer, is  involved  in  embarrassments  it  could  not  have 
suffered  had  it  pursued  the  course  of  Hie  latter. 
These  embarrassments  are,  mercover,  augmented 
by  those  salutary  and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to 
use  a depreciated  currency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take 
from  the  government  the  ability  which  individuals 
have  of  accommodating  their  transactions  to  such  a 
catastrophe. 

A system  which  can,  in  a time  of  profound  peace, 
when  there  is  a large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  sudden- 
ly prevent  the  application  and  the  use  of  the  money 
of  the  people,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  objects' 
they  have  directed,  cannot  be  wise;  but  who'  can 
think,  without  p. infill  reflection,  that,  under  it,  the 
same  unforeseen  events  might  have  befallen  us  in 
the  midst  of  a war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very 
means  which  were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  na- 
tional welfare  and  guard  our  national  rights?  To 
such  embarrassments  and  to  such  dangers  will  this 
government  be  always  exposed,  whilst  it  takes  the 
moneys  raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  the  public  ser- 
vice, out  of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and  con- 
verts them  into  a mere  right  of  action  against  cor- 
porations entrusted  with  the  possession  of  them. 
Nor  can  such  results  be  effectually  guarded  against 
in  such  a system,  without  investing  the  executive 
with  a control  over  the  banks  themselves,  whether 
state  or  national,  that  might  with  reason  be  objected 
to.  Ours  is,  probably,  the  only  government  in  the 
world  that  is  liable,  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal 
concerns,  to  occurrences  like  these.  But  (bis  im- 
minent risk  is  not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  -ihe 
surrender  of  the  public  money  to  the  custody  ami 
control  of  local  corporations.  Though  the  abject 
is  aid  to  the  treasury,  its  effect  may  be  to  introduce 
into  the  operations  of  the  government,  influences  (lie 
most  subtle,  founded on  interests  the  most  selfish. 

Tile  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of 
the  money  deposited  with  lliem,  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  government  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tins  connection.  The  money  received  from 
the  people,  instead  of  being  kept  fill  it  is  needed  for 
their  use,  is,  in  consequence  of  this  authority,  a 
fund,  on  which  discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  of 
those  who  happen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the 
banks  selected  as  depositories.  The  supposed  and 
often  exaggerated  advantages  of  such  a boon  will 
always  cause  it  fo  besought  for  with  avidity.  1 will 
not  stop  to  consider  on  whom  the  patronage  inci- 
dent to  it  is  lo  be  conferred;  whether  the  selection 
and  control  be  trusted  to  congress  or  to  the  excep- 
tive, either  will  be  subjected  to  appeals  made  in 
every  form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest  can  sug- 
gest. The  banks,  under  such  a system,  are  stimu- 
lated to  make  tile  most  of  their  fortunate  acquisition; 
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the  deposites  are  treated  as  an  increase  of  capital; 
loans  and  circulation  are  rashly  augmented,  and, 
when  the  public  exigencies  require  a return,  it  is 
attended  with  embarrassmenrs  not  provided  for,  nor 
foreseen.  Thus  banks  that  thought  themselves  most 
fortunate  when  the  public  funds  were  received,  find 
themselves  most  embarrassed  when  the  season  of 
payment  suddenly  arrives. 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are 
not  limited  to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a general 
rashness  of  enterprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctua- 
tions of  commerce  and  the  currency.  This  result 
was  strikingly  exhibited  during  the  operations  of  the 
late  deposite  system,  and  especially  in  the  pur- 
chases of  public  lands.  The  order  which  ultimately 
directed  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  pur- 
chases, greatly  checked,  but  could  not  altogether 
prevent  the  evil.  Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult 
to  be  procured  than  the  notes  which  the  banks 
could  themselves  create  at  pleasure;  but  still  being 
obtained  from  them  as  a loan,  and  returned  as  a 
deposite,  which  they  were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it 
only  passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed. 
This  operation  could  not  have  been  performed,  had 
the  funds  of  the  government  gone  into  the  treasury, 
to  be  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be 
loaned  out  lor  their  own  profit,  while  they  were 
permitted  to  substitute  for  it  a credit  in  account. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I desire  not  to 
undervalue  the  benefits  of  a salutary  credit  to  any 
branch  of  enterprise.  The  credit  bestowed  on  pro- 
bity and  industry  is  the  just  re  ward  of  merit,  and  an 
honorable  incentive  to  further  acquisition.  None 
oppose  it  who  love  their  country  and  understand  its 
welfare.  Bui  when  it  is  unduly  encouraged — when 
it  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the 
temptations  of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth — 
when  it  turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner 
or  later  to  disappointment  and  distress— it  becomes 
liable  to  censure,  and  needs  correction.  Far  from 
helping  probity  and  industry,  the  ruin  to  which  it 
leads  falls  most  severely  on  the  great  laboring  classes, 
who  are  thrown  suddenly  out  of  employment,  and 
by  the  failure  of  magnificent  schemes  never  intend- 
ed to  enrich  them,  are  deprived  in  a moment  of  their 
only  resource.  Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in 
speculation  will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salu- 
tary law's;  no  government  perhaps  can  altogether 
prevent  them;  but  surely  every  government  can  re- 
frain from  contributing  the  stimulus  that  calls  them 
into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to 
lend  the  public  money  to  the  local  banks,  is  ha- 
zardous to  Hie  operations  of  the  government,  at 
least  of  doubtful  benefit  to  the  institutions  them- 
selves, and  productive  of  disastrous  derangement  in 
the  business  and  currency  of  the  country,  is  it  the 
part  of  wisdom  again  to  renew  the  connection? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  is  in  many  respects 
convenient  to  the  treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispensa- 
ble. A limitation  of  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment to  its  actual  wants,  and  of  the  revenue  to 
those  expenses,  with  convenient  means  for  its 
prompt  application  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
raised,  are  the  objects  which  we  should  seek  lo  ac- 
complish. The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  can,itis  be- 
lieved, be  well  managed  by  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment. Its  collection,  and,  to  a great  extent,  its  dis- 
bursement also,  have  indeed  been  hitherto  conduct- 
ed solely  by  them;  neither  national  nor  state  banks 
when  employed,  being  required  to  do  more  than 
keep  it  safely  while  in  their  custody,  and  transfer 
and  pay  it  in  such  portions  and  at  such  times  as  the 
treasury  shall  direct. 

Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  than  the  govern- 
ment to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against 
accident,  violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that 
they  a:e  so,  must  assume  that  a vault  in  a bank  is 
stronger  than  a vault  in  the  treasuiy;  and  that  di- 
rectors, cashiers,  and  clerks,  not  selected  by  the 
government,  nor  under  its  control,  are  more  worthy 
of  confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the  people 
arid  responsible  to  the . government;  officers  bound 
by  official  oaths  and  bonds  for  a faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  and  constantly  subject  the 
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The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heretofore 
rendered  by  banks,  have  been  le.s3  than  is  usually 
supposed.  The  actual  accounts  show  that  by  far 
Hie  larger  portion  of  payments  is  made  within 
short  or  convenient  distances  from  lire  places  of  col- 
lection; and  the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued 
at  the  treasury  in  the  year  183-1 — a year,  the  results 
of  which  will  it  is  believed  alford  a safe  test  for  the 
future — fell  short  of  five  thousand,  or  on  average  of 
less  than  one  daily  for  each  state;  in  the  city  of  N. 
York  they  did  not  average  more  than  two  a day,  and 
at  the  city  of  Washington  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover, 
•daily  lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and 


facility  of  communication;  and  it  may  be  asserted 
with  confidence,  that  the  necessary  transfers,  as  well 
as  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursements  of  the  public 
moneys,  can  be  with  safety  and  convenience  ac- 
complished through  the  agencies  of  treasury  offi- 
cers. This  opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree,  con- 
firmed by  actual  experience  since  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last;  a 
period  which,  from  the  embarrassments  in  commer- 
cial intercourse,  presented  obstacles  as  great  as  any 
that  may  be  hereafter  appiehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money  since 
that  period,  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  That  officer  also  suggests 
the  propriety  of  assigning,  by  law,  certain  addition- 
al duties  to  existing  establishments  and  officers, 
which,  with  the  modifications  and  safeguards  refer- 
red to  by  him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  continue  to  perform  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  without  any  material  addition  either  to 
their  number  or  to  the  present  expense.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  business  to  be  transacted  has  already 
been  stated;  and  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  money 
with  which  the  officers  employed  would  be  entrust- 
ed at  any  one  time,  it  appears  that,  assuming  a ba- 
lance of  five  millions  to  be  at  all  times  kept  in  the 
treasury,  and  the  whole  of  it  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  the  proportion  of  each 
would  not  exceed  an  average  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars;  but  that,  deducting  one  million  for  the.  use 
of  the  mint,  and  assuming  the  remaining  four  mil- 
lions to  be  in  the  hands  of  one -half  of  the  present 
number  of  officers — a supposition  deemed  more 
likely  to  correspond  with  the  fact — the  sum  in  the 
hands  of  each  would  still  be  less  than  the  amount 
of  most  of  the  bonds  now  taken  from  the  receivers 
of  public  money.  Every  apprehension,  however, 
on  the  subject,  either  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the 
money,  or  the  faithful  discharge  of  these  fiscal 
transactions,  may,  it  appears  to  me,  be  effectually 
removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means  of  the 
treasuiy  the  establishment  by  law,  at  a few  impor- 
tant points,  of  offices  for  the  deposite  and  disburse- 
ment of  such  portions  of  the  public  revenue  as  can- 
not, with  obvious  safety  and  convenience,  be  left  in 
the  possession  of  the  collecting  officers  until  paid 
over  by  them  to  the  public  creditors.  Neither  the 
amounts  retained  in  their  hands,  nor  those  deposit- 
ed in  the  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary  condition  of 
the  revenue,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those 
often  under  the  control  of  disbursing  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  might  be  made  entirely  safe, 
by  requiring  such  securities,  and  exercising  such 
controlling  supervision,  as  congress  may  by  law 
prescribe.  The  principal  officers  whose  appoint- 
ments would  become  necessary  under  this  plan, 
taking  the  largest  number  suggested  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  would  not’ exceed  ten;  nor  the 
additional  expenses,  at  the  same  estimate,  sixty 
thousand  dollars  a year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  government, 
to  conduct  them  with  as  little  cost  to  the  nation  as 
is  consistent  with  the  public  interest;  and  it  is  for 
congress,  and  ultimately  for  the  people,  to  decide 
whether  the  henefils  to  be  derived  from  keeping 
our  fiscal  concerns  apart,  and  severing  the  connec- 
tion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  (he  go- 
vernment and  banks,  offer  sufficient  advantages  to 
justify  the  necessary  expenses.  If  the  object  to  be 
accomplished  is  deemed  important  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  country,  I cannot  allow  myself  to 
believe  that  the  addition  to  the  public  expenditure 
of  comparatively  so  small  an  amount  as  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  effect  it,  will  be  objected  to  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

It  will  bo  seen  by  the  report  of  the  postmaster 
general,  herewith  communicated,  that  the  fiscal  af- 
fairs of  that  department  have  been  successfully 
conducted  since  May  last  upon  the  principle  of 
dealing  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  needs  no  legislation  to  maintain 
its  credit,  and  facilitate  the  management  of  its  con- 
cerns; the  existing  laws  being,  in  the  opinion  of 
that  officer,  ample  for  those  objects. 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  for  a 
season,  and  increased  services  required  from  the 
public  functionaries;  such  are  usually  incident  to 
the  commencement  of  every  system,  but  they  will 
be  greatly  lessened  in  the  progress  of  its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  are  topics  on  which  the  public  mind 
is  naturally  and,  with  great  propriety,  peculiarly 
sensitive.  Much  has  been  said  on  them,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proposed  separation  of  the  government 
from  the  banking  institutions;  and  surely  no  one 
can  object  lo  any  appeals  or  animadversions  on  the 
subject,  which  are  consistent  with  facts,  and  evince 
a proper  respect  for  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 


If  a chief  magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for 
himself,  on  such  a point,  I can  truly  say,  that  to 
me  nothing  would  be  more  acceptable,  than  the 
withdrawal  from  the  executive,  to  the  greatest 
practicable  extent,  of  all  concern  in  the  custody 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue;  not  that  S 
would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  upon  me 
by  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  because  it  is  my  firm 
belief,  that  ffs  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  de- 
gree promoted  by  the  possession  of  any  patronage 
not  actually  necessary  to  the  performance  of  those 
duties.  But  under  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  intervention  of  the  executive  officers  in 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money 
seems  to  be  unavoidable;  and  before  it  can  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  executive 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency 
of  banks,  the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  au 
agency  must  be  carefully  regarded,  and  a compari- 
son must  be  instituted  between  its  extent  in  the  two 
cases. 

The  revenue  can  only  be  collected  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate.  The  public  moneys,  in  the  first 
instance,  must,  therefore,  in  all  cases,  pass  through 
hands  selected  by  the  executive.  Other  offices  ap- 
pointed in  the  same  way,  or,  as  in  some  cases,  by 
the  president  alone,  must  also  be  entrusted  with 
them  when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement. 
It  is  thus  seen  that,  even  when  banks  are  employed, 
the  public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands 
of  executive  officers.  Besides  this,  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department,  who  also  holds  his  office  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  president,  and  some  other  offi- 
cers of  the  same  department,  must  necessarily  be 
invested  with  more  or  less  power  in  the  selection, 
continuance,  and  supervision,  of  the  banks  that  may 
be  employed.  The  question  is  then  narrowed  to 
the  single  point,  whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage 
between  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  the  agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to 
avoid  a dangerous  extension  of  the  patronage  and 
influence  of  the  executive?  But  is  it  clear  that  the 
connection  of  the  executive  with  powerful  money- 
ed institutions,  capable  of  ministering  to  the  inter- 
ests of  men  in  points  where  they  are  most  acces- 
sible to  corruption,  is  less  liable  to  abuse,  than  his 
constitutional  agency  in  the  appointment  and  con- 
trol of  the  few  public  officers  required  by  the  pro- 
posed plan?  Will  the  public  money,  when  in  their 
hands,  be  necessarily  exposed  to  any  improper  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  executive?  May  it 
not  be  Imped  that  a prudent  fear  of  public  jealousy 
and  disapprobation,  in  a matter  so  peculiarly  expos- 
ed to  them,  will  deter  him  from  any  such  interfe- 
rence, even  if  higher  motives  be  found  inoperative? 
May  not  congress  so  regulate,  by  law,  the  duty  of 
those  officers,  and  subject  it  to  such  supervision 
and  publicity  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any 
serious  abuse  on  the  part  of  the  executive?  and  is 
there  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and  publicity 
in  a connection  with  banks,  acting  under  the  shield 
of  corporate  immunities,  and  conducted  by  persons 
irresponsible  to  the  government  and  the  people?  It 
is  believed  that  a considerate  and  candid  investiga- 
tion of  these  questions  will  result  in  the  conviction, 
that  the  proposed  plan  is  far  less  liable  to  objection, 
on  the  score  of  executive  patronage  and  control, 
than  any  bank  agency  that  has  been,  or  can  be,  de- 
vised. 

With  these  views,  I leave  to  congress  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  emer- 
gency, the  safe-keeping  and  transfer  of  the  public 
moneys,  in  the  performance  of  constitutional  duty, 

I have  stated  to  them,  without  reserve,  the  result  of 
my  own  reflections.  The  subject  is  of  great  im- 
portance; and  one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect 
to  be  as  united  in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest. 
It  deserves  a full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot 
fail  to  he  benefited  by  a dispassionate  comparison 
of  opinions.  Well  aware  myself  of  the  duty  of 
reciprocal  concession  among  the  co-ordinate  bran- 
ches of  the  government,  I can  promise  a reason- 
able spirit  of  eo-opt-j  alien,  so  Paras  it  can  be  indulg- 
ed in  without  the  surrender  of  constitutional  objec- 
tions, which  I believe  to  be  well  founded.  Any 
system  that  may  be  adopted  should  be  subjected  to 
the  fullest  legal  provision,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  to 
the  executive  but  what  is  necessary  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  imposed  on  him;  arid  whatever 
plan  may  be  ultimately  established,  my  own  part 
shall  be  so  discharged  as  to  give  to  it  a fair  trial, 
and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

Tlie  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and 
disbursed  in  the  transactions  of  the  government, 
likewise  demands  your  most  careful  considera- 
tion. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed 
and  adopted  the  constitution,  having  in  immediate 
view  the  depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy — of 
which  five  hundred  dollars  in  paper  were,  at  timesj 
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only  equal  to  one  dollar  in  coin— intended  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  evils,  so  l'ar  at  least 
as  related  to  the  transactions  of  the  new  govern- 
ment. They  gave  to  congress  express  powers  to 
coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin;  they  refused  to  give  it  power  to 
establish  corporations — the  agents,  then  as  now, 
chiefly  employed  to  create  a paper  currency;  they 
prohibited  the  states  from  making  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
and  the  first  congress  directed,  by  positive  law,  that 
the  revenue  should  be  received  in  nothing  but  gold 
and  silver. 

Public  exigency  at  the  outset  of  the  government, 
without  direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  ot 
banks  as  fiscal  aids  to  the  treasury.  In  admitted 
deviation  from  the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and  un- 
der the  same  exigency,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
received  their  notes  in  payment  of  duties.  The 
sole  ground  on  which  the  practice,  thus  commenc- 
ed, was  then,  or  has  since,  been  justified,  is  the  cer- 
tain, immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such 
notes  for  specie.  The  government  did  indeed  re- 
ceive the  inconvertible  notes  of  state  banks  during 
the  difficulties  of  war,  and  the  community  submitted 
without  a murmur  to  the  unequal  taxation  and  mul- 
tiplied evils  of  which  such  a course  was  productive. 
With  the  war,  this  indulgence  ceased,  and  the  banks 
were  obliged  again  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold 
and  silver.  The  treasury,  in  accordance  with  pre- 
vious practice,  continued  to  dispense  with  the  cur- 
rency required  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  took  the 
notes  of  banks  in  full  confidence  of  their  being  paid 
in  specie  on  demand;  and  congress,  to  guard  against 
the  slightest  violation  of  this  principle,  have  declar- 
ed, by  law,  that  if  notes  are  paid  in  the  transactions 
of  the  government,  it  must  be  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  enable  the  holder  to  convert  them  into 
specie  writhout  depreciation  or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when 
the  banks  suspended  specie  payments,  I could  not 
doubt.  Directions  were  immediately  given  to  pre- 
vent the  reception  into  the  treasury  of  any  thingbut 
gold  and  silver  or  its  equivalent;  and  every  practi- 
cable arrangement  was  made  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lic faith,  by  similar  or  equivalent  payments  to  the 
public  creditors.  The  revenue  from  lands  had  been 
for  some  time  substantially  so  collected,  under  the 
order  issued  by  the  directions  of  my  predecessor. 
The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so  salutary,  and 
its  forecast  in  regard  to  the  increasing  insecurity  of 
bank  paper  had  become  so  apparent,  that,  even  be- 
fore the  catastrophe,  I had  resolved  not  to  interfere 
with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  so  collected 
or  not. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  of  bank  notes, 
not  redeemed  in  specie  on  demand,  will  not,  I pre- 
sume, be  sanctioned.  It  would  destroy',  without 
the  excuse  of  war  or  public  distress,  that  equality 
of  imports,  and  identity  of  commercial  regulation, 
which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  confederacy,  and 
would  offer  to  each  state  a direct  temptation  to  in- 
crease its  foreign  trade,  by  depreciating  the  curren- 
cy received  for  duties  in  its  ports.  Such  a proceed- 
ing would  also,  in  a great  degree,  frustrate  the  po- 
licy, so  highly  cherished,  of  infusing  into  our  cir- 
culation a larger  proportion  of  the  precious  metals; 
a policy,  the  wisdom  of  which  none  can  doubt, 
though  there  may  be  different  opinions  as  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  should  be  carried.  Its  results  have 
been  already  too  auspicious,  and  its  success  is  too 
closely  interwoven  with  the  future  prosperity  of 
the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a moment  to  contem- 
plate its  abandonment.  We  have  seen,  under  its 
influence,  our  specie  augmented  beyond  eighty 
millions;  our  coinage  increased  so  as  to  make  that 
of  gold  amount,  between  August,  1S34,  and  Decem- 
ber, 1836,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding  tile 
whole  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the  thirty-one 
previous  years.  The  prospect  of  further  improve- 
ment continued  without  abatement,  until  the  mo- 
ment of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  This 
policy  has  now  indeed  been  suddenly  checked,  but 
is  stiil  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst  all  con- 
flicting theories,  one  position  is  undeniable:  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  when 
there  ceases  to  be  a r<  '.essity  for  their  use,  as  a cir- 
culating medium.  It  was  in  strict  accordance  with 
this  truth,  that  whilst,  in  the  month  of  May  last, 
they  were  every  where  seen,  and  were  current  for 
all  ordinary'  purposes,  they  disappeared  from  circu- 
lation the  moment  the  payment  of  specie  was  re- 
fused by  the  banks,  and  the  community  tacitly 
agreed  to  dispense  with  its  employment.  Their 
place  was  supplied  by  a currency  exclusively  of 
paper,  and,  in  many  cases,  of  the  worst  description. 
Already  are  the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation 
greatly  depreciated,  and  they  fluctuate  in  value  be- 
tween one  place  and  another;  thus  diminishing  arid 
making  uncertain  the  worth  of  property  and  the 


price  of  labor,  and  failing  to  subserve,  except  at  a 
heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of  business.  With  each 
succeeding  day  the  metallic  currency  decreases;  by 
some  it  is  hoarded  in  the  natural  fear,  that,  once 
parted  with,  it  cannot  be  replaced;  while  by  others 
it  is  diverted  from  its  more  legitimate  uses,  for  the 
sake  of  gain.  Should  congress  sanction  this  condi- 
tion of  things,  by  making  irredeemable  paper  mo- 
ney receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues,  a tempo- 
rary check  to  a wise  and  salutary  policy  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  converted  into  its  absolute  destruc- 
tion. 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible 
into  specie  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  reve- 
nue, without  being  liable  to  all  these  objections, 
and  that  such  a course  may,  to  some  extent,  pro- 
mote individual  convenience;  an  object  always  to 
be  considered,  where  it  does  not  conflict  with  the 
principles  of  our  government  or  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  country.  If  such  notes  only  were  re- 
ceived, and  always  under  circumstances  allowing 
their  early  presentation  for  payment,  and  if,  at  short 
and  fixed  periods,  they  were  converted  into  specie, 
to  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  some  of 
the  most  serious  obstacles  to  their  reception  would 
perhaps  be  removed.  To  retain  the  notes  in  the 
treasury  would  be  to  renew,  under  another  form, 
the  loans  of  public  money  to  the  banks,  and  the 
evils  consequent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a mistaken  impression,  that  any 
large  amount  of  specie  is  required  for  public  pay- 
ments. Of  the  seventy  or  eighty  millions  now  es- 
timated to  be  in  the  country,  ten  millions  would  be 
abundantly  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  provided  an 
accumulation  of  a large  amount  of  revenue,  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  government,  be  hereaf- 
ter prevented.  If  to  these  considerations  be  added 
the  facilities  which  will  arise  from  enabling  the 
treasury  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by  its  drafts 
or  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  it 
may  be  safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  conve- 
nience to  the  citizen  requires  the  reception  of  bank 
paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
government,  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination 
between  the  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used 
by  individuals  in  their  ordinary  affairs,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  to  view  it  in  a very  erroneous  light. 
The  constitution  prohibits  the  states  from  making 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  thus  secures  to  every  citizen  a 
right  to  demand  payment  in  the  legal  currency. 
To  provide  by  law  that  the  government  will  only 
receive  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer 
on  it  any  peculiar  privilege;  but  merely  to  place  it 
on  an  equality  with  the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it 
a right  secured  to  him  by  the  constitution.  It  is 
doubtless  for  this  reason  that  the  principle  has  been 
sanctioned  by  successive  laws,  from  the  time  of  the 
first  congress  under  the  constitution  down  to  the 
last.  Such  precedents,  never  objected  to  and  pro- 
ceeding from  such  sources,  afford  a decisive  answer 
to  the  imputation  of  inequality  or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction, 
not  of  favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive 
in  payment  any  other  than  a certain  kind  of  money, 
is  to  refuse  him  a discretion  possessed  by  every 
citizen.  It  may  be  left  to  those  who  have  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  own  transactions,  to  make  their 
own  terms;  but  no  such  discretion  should  be  given 
to  him  who  acts  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people, 
who  is  to  collect  what  the  law  requires,  and  to  pay 
the  appropriations  it  makes.  When  bank  notes 
are  redeemed  on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimi- 
nation in  reality,  for  the  individual  who  receives 
them  may,  at  his  option,  substitute  the  specie  for 
them;  he  takes  them  from  convenience  or  choice. 
When  they  are  not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be 
contended  that  their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a pub- 
lic officer,  should  be  permitted,  though  none  deny 
that  right  to  an  individual;  if  it  were,  the  effect 
would  be  most  injurious  to  the  public,  since  their 
officer  could  make  none  of  those,  arrangements  to 
meet  or  guard  against  the  depreciation,  which  an 
individual  is  at  liberty  to  do.  Nor  can  inconve- 
nience to  the  community  be  alleged  as  an  objection 
to  such  a regulation.  Its  object  and  motive  are 
their  convenience  and  welfare. 

If,  at  a moment  of  simultaneous  and  une-vpected 
suspension  by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the 
many  embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yetthe.se 
are  far  overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a wider  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  in- 
crease the  safety  of  bank  paper,  to  improve  the 
general  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
such  occurrences,  and  the  other  and  far  greater  evils 
that  attend  them. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the 
government  should  not  receive  their  paper.  They 
would  be  conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on 


sounder  principles.  By  using  specie  only  in  its 
transactions,  the  government  would  create  a de- 
mand for  it,  which  would,  to  a greatextent,  prevent 
its  exportation,  and  by  keeping  it  in  circulation, 
maintain  a broader  and  safer  basis  for  the  paper 
currency.  That  the  banks  would  thus  be  rendered 
more  sound,  and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot 
admit  of  a doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but 
fairly  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution in  relation  to  the  currency,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  public  revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument 
was  framed,  there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in 
the  United  States;  and  had  the  extension  of  the 
banking  system,  and  the  evils  growing  out  of  it, 
been  foreseen,  they  would  probably  have  been  spe- 
cially guarded  against.  The  same  policy  which 
led  to  the  prohibition  of  bills  of  credit  by  (he  states, 
would,  doubtless,  in  that  event,  have  also  interdict- 
ed their  issue  as'a  currency  in  any  other  form.  The 
constitution,  however,  contains  no  such  prohibition; 
and,  since  the  states  have  exercised,  for  nearly  half 
a century  the  power  (o  regulate  the  business  of 
banking,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  will  be 
abandoned.  The  whole  matter  is  now  under  dis- 
cussion before  the  proper  tribunal — the  people  of 
the  states.  Never  before  has  the  public  mind  been 
so  thoroughly  awakened  to  a proper  sense  of  its 
importance;  never  has  the  subject,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, been  submitted  to  so  searching  an  inquiry. 
It  would  be  distrusting  the  intelligence  and  virtue 
of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy  and  efficient 
adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as  the  public 
good  demands.  All  that  can  rightfully  be  done  by 
the  federal  government,  to  promote  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  important  object,  will,  without  doubt, 
be  performed. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  (he 
remedies  against  a depreciated  paper  currency 
which  the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  The 
treasury  department,  on  several  former  occasions, 
has  suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a 
uniform  law'  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corpora- 
tions, and  other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  such  a law,  a salutary  check  may  doubt- 
less be  imposed  on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and 
an  effectual  remedy  given  to  the  citizen  in  a way 
at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully 
authorized  by  the  constitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authority  in 
the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties,  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a large  and  high- 
ly respectable  portion  of  our  citizens  fo’grcat  sacri- 
fices, and  believing  that  a temporary  postponement 
could  be  made  without  detriment  to  other  interests, 
and  with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment, 
I did  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  that 
was  made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  are,  (o  the 
full  extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  practice  of  the  executive  department.  It  re- 
mains forcongressto  decide  whethera  furlherpost- 
ponement  may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed,  and, 
if  so,  their  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  respect- 
fully invited. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
exhibit  the  condition  of  these  debts;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  indulgence;  (he  probable  re- 
sult of  its  further  extension  on  the  slate  of  (he 
treasury,  and  every  other  fact  necessary  to  a full 
consideration  of  the  subject.  Similar  information 
is  communicated  in  regard  to  such  depositories  of 
the  public  moneys  as  are  indebted  to  the  govern- 
ment, in  order  that  congress  may  also  adopt  the 
proper  measures  in  regard  to  them. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  and  an  estimate  of  those  for  the  resi- 
due, will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  secretary  of  t ho 
treasury.  In  his  report  of  December  last,  it  was 
estimated  that  the  current  receipts  would  fall  short 
of  the  expenditures  by  about  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  will  be  seen  that  the  difference  will  be 
much  greater.  This  is  to  be  attributed  not  onlv  to 
the  occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments in  the  business  of  the  country  than  those 
which  were  then  predicted,  and  consequently,  a 
greater  flitniniulon  in  iWo  ,-ovrnne.  but  also  fnim. 
fact  that  the  appropriations  exceeded,  by  nearly'  six 
millions,  the  amount  which  was  asked  for  in  the 
estimates  then  submitted.  The  sum  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  year  beyond  the  probable  receipts, 
and  the  amount  which  it  was  intended  should  be 
reserved  in  the  treasury  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  will  be  about  six  millions.  If  the  whole 
of  the  reserved  balance  be  not  at  once  applied  to 
the  current  expenditures,  but  four  millions  be  still 
kept  in  the  treasury,  as  seems  most  expedient,  for 
the  uses  of  the  mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the 
sum  needed  will  be  ten  millions. 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  ars  calcu- 
lated on  the  supposition  of  some  further  extension 


10 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  2,  IS37— CONGRESS. 


of  the  indulgence  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds 
for  duties,  which  will  affect  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  present  year  to  the  extent  of  two  and 
a half  millions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in 
t ie  treasury  nine  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
s wen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1835,  to  be 
d .'posited  with  the  states  in  October  next.  This 
sum,  if  so  deposited,  will  be  subject,  under  the  law, 
to  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  defray  existing  appro- 
priations; and  as  it  is  now  evident  that  the  whole,  or 
the  principal  part  of  it,  will  be  wanted  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  appears  most  proper  that  the  deposites 
should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  banks,  treasury  notes  may  be  tem- 
porarily issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
received. 

I am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive 
of  inconvenience  to  many  of  the  states.  Relying 
upon  the  acts  of  congress  which  held  out  to  them  the 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving 
this  instalment,  they  have  in  some  instances  adopt- 
ed measures  with  which  its  retention  may  seriously 
interfere.  That  such  a condition  of  things  should 
have  occurred  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  not 
the  ieast  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  dis- 
asters of  the  times;  and  it  is  for  congress  to  devise 
a fit  remedy,  if  there  be  one.  The  money  being 
indispensable  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  conceive  upon  what  principle  of  justice  or 
expediency  its  application  to  that  object  can  be 
avoided.  To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  alrea- 
dy deposited  with  the  states,  would  be  more  incon- 
venient and  less  efficient.  To  burden  the  country 
with  increased  taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a 
large  surplus  revenue,  would  be  unjust  and  unwise; 
to  raise  moneys  by  loans  under  such  circumstances, 
and  thus  to  commence  a new  national  debt,  would 
scarcely  be  sanctioned  by  the  American  people. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  adequate  to  all  our 
fiscal  operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  treasury,  aided  by  the 
ample  resources  of  the  country,  will  be  able  to  dis- 
charge, punctually,  every  pecuniary  obligation. 
For  the  future,  all  that  is  needed  will  be  that  cau- 
tion and  forbearance  in  appropriations  which  the  di- 
minution of  the  revenue  requires,  and  which  the 
complete  accomplishment  or  great  forwardness  of 
many  expensive  nation;!  undertakings  renders 
equally  consistent  with  prudence  and  patriotic  li- 
berality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendations 
are  submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by 
congress  will  enable  the  executive  department  to 
conduct  our  fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as 
ttieir  management  has  been  committed  to  it. . Whilst 
the  objects  and  the  means  proposed  to  attain  them 
are  within  iis  constitutional  powers  and  appropriate 
duties,  they  will  at  the  same  time,  it  is  hoped,  by 
their  necessary  operation,  afford  essential  aid  in  the 
transaction  of  individual  concerns,  and  thus  yield 
relief  to  the  people  at  large  in  a form  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  our  government.  Those  who  look 
to  the  action  of  this  government  for  specific  aid  to 
the  citizen  to  relieve  embarrassments  arising  from 
losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
sight  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the 
powers  with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established 
to  give  security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  ho- 
norable pursuits,  under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  re- 
publican institutions.  It  was  not  intended  to  con- 
fer special  favors  on  individuals,  or  on  any  classes 
of  them;  to  create  systems  of  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, or  trade;  or  to  engage  in  them,  either  sepa- 
rately or  in  connection  with  individual  citizens 
or  organized  associations.  II  its  operations  were 
to  be  directed  lev  the  benefit  of  any  one  class, 
equivalent  favors  must,  in  justice,  be  extended 
to  the  rest;  and  the  attempt  to  bestow  such  favors 
with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to  select  those  who 
should  most  deserve  their.,  would  never  be  suc- 
cessful. All  communities  are  apt  to  look  to  go- 
vernment for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own  coun- 
try, where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  strictly  li- 
mited, we  are  prone  to  do  so,-copcoiaiiy  at  ponods 
or  suaiu-n  erarrarraSSrnent  and  distress,  lint  this 
ought  not  to  be.  The  framers  of  our  excellent 
constitution,  and  the  people  who  approved  it  with 
calm  and  sagacious  deliberation,  acted  at  the  time 
on  a sounder  principle.  They  wisely  judged  that 
the  less  government  interferes  with  private  pursuits, 
the  better  for  Hie  general  prosperity.  It  is  not  its 
legitimate  object  to  make  men  ricii,  or  to  repair,  by 
direct  grants  of  money  or  legislation  in  favor  of 
particular  pursuits,  losses  not  incurred  in  the  public 
service.  This  Would  be  substantially  to  use  the 
property  of  some  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  its 
real  duty — that  duty,  the  performance  of  which 
makes  a good  government  the  most  precious  of 


human  blessings — is  to  enact  and  enforce  a system 
of  general  laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceed- 
ing, the  objects  of  its  establishment,  and  to  leave 
every  citizen  and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  its 
benign  protection,  the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry, 
and  prudence. 

I cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  oc- 
casions, the  federal  government  will  find  its  agency 
most  conducive  to  the  security  and  happiness  of 
the  people,  when  iimited  to  the  exercise  of  its  con- 
ceded powers.  In  never  assuming,  even  for  a well 
meant  object,  such  powers  as  were  not  designed  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  most  for 
the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen,  wiil 
result  in  more  benefit  than  to  adopt  measures  which 
could  only  assist  iimited  interests,  and  are  eagerly, 
but  perhaps  naturally,  sought  for,  under  the presure 
of  temporary  circumstances.  If,  therefore,  I refrain 
from  suggesting  to  congress  any  specific  plan  for 
regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  country;  relieving 
mercantile  embarrassments;  or  interfering-  with 
the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domestic  com- 
merce; it  is  from  a conviction  that  such  measures 
are  not  within  the  constitutional  province  of  the 
general  government,  and  that  their  .adoption  would 
not  promote  the  real  and  permanent  welfare  of  those 
they  might  he  designed  to  aid. 

The  difficulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though 
unquestionably  great,  are  limited  in  their  extent, 
and  cannot  be  regarded  as  affecting  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  nation.  Arising,  in  a great  degree, 
from  ‘he  transactions  of  foreign  and  domestic  com- 
merce, it  is  upon  them  that  they  have  chiefly  fallen. 
Tlie  great  agricultural  interest  has,  in  many  parts 
of  file  country,  suffered  comparatively  little;  and, 
as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  munificence 
of  its  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest  need, 
and  in  direct  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
waywardness  of  man,  we  have  been  blessed  through- 
out our  extended  territory  with  a season  of  general 
health  and  of  uncommon  fruitfulness.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  our  great  staples  will  soon  furnish  the 
means  ofliquidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of  commercial  ac- 
tivity, and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit. 
The  banks,  established  avowedly  for  its  support, 
deriving  their  profits  from  it,  and  resting  under  ob- 
ligations to  it  which  cannot  be  overlooked,  will  feel 
at  once  the  necessity  and  justice  of  uniting  their 
energies  with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest.  The 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  at  such  a time  and 
under  such  circumstances  as  we  have  lately  wit- 
nessed, could  not  be  other  than  a temporary  mea- 
sure; and  we  can  scarcely  err  in  believing  that  the 
period  must  soon  arrive  when  all  that  are  solvent 
will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold  and  silver.  Deal- 
ings abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources  and  pros- 
perity at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants  lias 
accumulated,  or  their  credit  is  impaired,  these  are 
fluctuations  always  incident  to  extensive  or  extrav- 
agant mercantile  transactions.  But  the  ultimate 
security  of  such  obligations  does  not  admit  of  ques- 
tion. They  are  guarantied  by  the  resources  of  a 
country,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry  afford  abun- 
dant means  of  ample  liquidation,  and  by  the  evident 
interest  of  every  merchant  to  sustain  a credit,  iiitli- 
erto  high,  by  promptly  applying  these  means  lor  its 
preservation. 

I deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which 
require  me  to  ask  your  consideration  of  such  seri- 
ous topics.  I could  have  wished  that,  in  making 
my  first  communication  to  the  assembled  represen- 
tatives of  my  country,  I had  nothing  to  dwell  upon 
but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity.  Since 
it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the 
responsibility  of  the  respective  trusts  that  have  been 
confided  to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of  difficul- 
ties, unite  in  invoking  t lie  guidance  and  aid  of  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  nations,  and  in  laboring  with 
zealous  resolution  to  overcome  the  difficulties  by 
which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a high  gratifica- 
tion to  know,  by  long  experience,  that  we  act  for  a 
people  to  whom  the  trull),  however  unpromising, 
can  always  be  spoken  with  safety;  for  the  trial  of 
whose  patriotism  no  emergency  is  too  severe,  and 
who  are  sure  never  to  desert  a public  functionary 
honestjy  laboring  for  the  public  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  any  aid 
in  their  embarrassments  which  your  deliberations 
can  afford.  Coming  dii  ectly  from  the  midst  of  them, 
and  knowing  the  coarse  of  events  in  every  section 
of  our- country,  from  you  may  best  be  learned  as 
well  the  extent  and  nature,  of  these  embarrassments, 
as  tiie  most  desirable  measures  of, relief. 

I am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  proper  to  de- 
tain you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  be  demanded 
by  the  special  objects  for  which  you  are  convened. 
To  them,  therefore,  I have  confined  my  cornmunica- 
Jtion;  and,  believing  it  will  not  be.  your  own  wish 


to  extend  your  deliberations  beyond  them,  I reserve 
till  the  usual  period  of  your  annual  meeting  that 
general  information  on  the  state  of  the  Union  which 
the  constitution  requires  me  to  give. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington , 4th  September , 1837. 

Mr.  Hamer  moved  that  (he  message  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  that  10,000  copies  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Owens , oi  Geo.,  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  substituting  20,000. 

Mr.  Robertson  Inquired  Whether  any  person  was 
authorized  to  execute  this  order  should  it  pass? 

Mr.  Hamer  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
there  was.  He  accepted  the  substituted  number  of 
20,000  as  a modification  of  his  motion.  Where- 
upon, 

Mr.  Whittlesey  renewed  the  motion  for  10,000. 

In  supporting  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  observed  that, 
he  had  been  much  gratified  on  hearing  iiis  colleague 
limit  his  original  motion  to  10,000  copies.  He  had 
hailed  it  as  an  assurance  that  the  house  would  com- 
mence its  duties  with  a suitable  regard  to  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  the  country,  and  With  a firm  reso- 
lution to  expend  no  more  of  the  public  money  than 
the  public  service  should  absolutely  require.  It 
was  a fact  known  to  all,  that  previous  to  the  year 
IS29,  no  more  than  5,000  copies  of  any  public  docu- 
ments were  printed;  in  that  year  the  number  was 
doubled;  then  the  number  was  increased  to  15,000; 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years  it  had  risen  (o  20,000. 

Mr.  W.  would  appeal  to  the  experience  of  all 
who  heard  him,  whether  it  were  not  a fact  that  the 
message  was  always  published  and  circulated  over 
the  whole  union,  for  months,  before  the  copies  from 
the  public  printer  were  obtained.  Attempts  had 
been  urgently  made  to  keep  down  the  expenditures 
of  the  government,  and  they  had  been  considered 
and  represented  by  many  as  invidious,  because  they 
were  said  to  be  levelled  either  at  the  president  or  at 
the  public  printers.  The  last  objection  could  not 
apply  at  least  to  the  present  motion;  for  as  there  was 
at  present  no  public  printer  appointed,  it  could  not 
be  aimed  at  such  an  officer.  Mr.  W.  was  now,  and 
always  had  been,  willing  to  vote  all  necessary  ap- 
propriations to  the  very  fullest  extent;  but  why 
should  the  house  order  20,000  copies  of  this  docu- 
ment? There  would  not  be  a newspaper  in  the 
country  that  would  not  contain  a copy  of  it,  and  it 
would  have  been  read  by  the  whole  population  of 
the  union  before  one-half  the  proposed  number  of 
copies  would  have  been  stricken  off.  He  trusted 
that  in  the  midst  of  the  existing  public  embarrass-, 
ments  there  would  be  some  eif'ort  made  to  curtail 
the  national  expenditures  For  himself,  be  was  pre- 
pared so  far  as  his  vote  would  go,  to  carry  out  the 
principles  he  had  now  urged  to  the  end.  He  hoped 
tlie  house  would  suffer  a divison,  that  it  might  be 
seen  who  were  and  who  were  not  willing  to  throw 
away  the  public  money. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  question  was  first  put  on 
the  highest  number  moved,  viz.  20,000  copies. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Bond  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows,  viz.  yeas,  115;  nays  100. 

So  tlie  motion  for  20,000  copies  was  carried. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Air.  Connor  moved  that  20,000  copies  of  the  re- 
port be  printed;  another  member  moved  10,000. 

The  question  being  put  on  printing  20,000,  it 
was  negatived — ayes,  101;  noes,  106. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  10,000  copies  be  print- 
ed. 

Tlie  usual  resolution  to  supply  the  members 
with  newspapers  was  moved  by  Mr.  McKennau , 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a printer  to  tlie  house. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  nominated 
Gules  Sf  Seaton. 

Mr.  Hamer  nominated  Blair  <$"  Rices. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  New  York,  nominated  Thomas 

.alien. 


The  same  gentlemen  having  been  appointed  tel- 
lers, the  result  was  announced  as  follows: 


1st 

ballot. 

2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

5th. 

Whole  number  of  votes 

230 

230 

22S 

227 

228 

Necessary  to  a choice, 

110 

110 

115 

111 

1 15 

Blair  and  Rives 

103 

103 

103 

100 

104 

Gales  and  Seaton 

100 

102 

101 

103 

100 

Thomas  Allen 

22 

22 

23 

22 

23 

Scattering 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Blanks 

4 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Mr.  Owens  remarked,  that  as  there  appeared  to 
be  litlle  probability  of  the  house  making  a choice 
j lo-night,  he  moved  an  adjournment;  which  was 
: agreed  to — ayes  108,  noes  102;  and  so  the  house 
! adjourned. 
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QCf=We  liave  not  yet  recovered  from  the  confusion 
into  which  we  were  thrown  by  our  removal,  and 
must  claim  the  indulgence  of  our  friends  for  a few 
days  longer. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. The  present  sheet  contains  the  report  of  the 
secretary  which  accompanied  the  message  of  the 
president.  Our  attention  has  been  so  much  occu- 
pied that  we  have  not  been  able  to  give  it  more  than 
a hasty  reading.  In  our  next  we  will  publish  the 
most  important  statements  which  accompanied  it. 

The  president’s  message  was  received  in 
Baltimore  in  one  horn-  ■»"-■'  forty-eight  m'"”*-'0  “"J1 
its  delivery  The  rider  earned  seventy  pounds 

of  copies  of  the  message,  &c.  It  was  transmitted 
from  Baltimore  to  Wilmington,  by  rail  road,  69 
miles,  in  one  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes;  from  Wil- 
mington to  Philadelphia  in  two  hours,  and  reached 
New  York  at  11  o’clock  on  Tuesday  night,  making 
only  eleven  hours  since  its  departure  from  Washing- 
ton. From  Philadelphia  to  Trenton  the  contractor 
was  Mr.  J.  M.  llarker,  of  the  Golden  Swan  hotel, 
and  the  message  was  carried  from  place  to  place, 
30  miles,  in  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  the  rider 
heing  C.  W.  Keyser,  who  used  six  horses,  and  per- 
formed the  distance  in  less  than  any  former  express. 
It  reached  Boston  on  Wednesday  at  20  minutes  be- 
fore one  o’clock,  in  about  24  hours  from  Washing- 
ton, a distance  of  nearly  500  miles.  From  New 
York  it  was  taken  at  midnight  by  the  steamboat 
AVave  to  New  Haven;  from  New  Haven  to  AVorces- 
ter  by  horses;  and  from  AVorcester  to  Boston,  44J 
miles,  by  rail  road  and  locomotive,  in  1 hour  and 
20  minutes.  The  AVave  is  said  to  have  run  the 
first  12  miles  from  New  York  in  30  minutes,  but 
she  afterwards  met  with  an  accident  which  detain- 
ed her  an  hour. 

Call  for  volunteers — Florida.  By  the  fol- 
lowing, extracted  from  the  Frankfort  (Ky.)  Argus, 
of  the  6th  inst.  it  will  be  seen  that  the  president  of 
the. United  States  has  resolved  to  call  upon  the  go- 
vetuMirf  oC  Kentucky  also,  for  troops  to  aid  in  the 
sub^gation  of  the  Indians  in  Florida. 

I Var  department,  August  23//t,1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  extract 
of  a letter,  this  day  addressed  to  major  general  Je- 
sup,  authorizing  him  to  call  on  you  for  a brigade  of 
volunteers  from  Kentucky,  which  he  Informs  me 
has  been  ottered  for  service  in  Florida,  and  to  re- 
quest a compliance  on  your  part,  with  the  general’s 
requisition. 

As  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  force  can  be 
raised  without  delay,  and  be  ready  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Florida,  I have  given  the  necessary 
instructions  for  mustering  it  into  service,  and  for 
having  provision  made  for  its  transportation  aad 
subsistence  to  Florida;  and  the  officers  charged  with 
these  duties  will  be  required  to  report  to  you  for  In- 
formation as  to  the  part  of  the  state  where  their  pre- 
sence will,  in  the  first  instance,  be  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  ob’t.  serv’t. 

J.  R.  Poinsett 

His  excellency  James  Clark, 

governor  of  Kentucky,  Frankfort. 

The  extract  above  alluded  to  reads  as  follows: 
Extract  of  a tetter  to  maj.  gen.  Thomas  S.  Jesup, 
dated  War  department,  Avgust  '25th,  18?7. 

In  accepting  the  serv  ices  of  the  brigade  o!  volun- 
teers which  has  been  offered  for  service  inFlorida 
from  Kentucky,  which  you  are  hereby  aithorized 
to  do,  you  will  designate  the  descriptionof  force, 
number  of  men  and  officers  you  require,  aid  the  or- 
ganization you  propose  to  give  it,  agreea'ly  to  that 
adopted  by  the  late  president,  when  the  /olunteers 
for  the  last  campaign  were  mustered  intoservice. 

Foreign  news.  Our  latest  dates  contain  few 
items  of  interest  The  elections  in  Eigland  were 
conducted  with  great  spirit,  and,  as  iar  as  heard 
from,  294  reformers,  and  2S1  torieshad  leen  elected 
to  parliament.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  is  returned 
from  North  AYiitshire'by  a majority  of  475  over  the 
whig  condidate  Mr,  Methuen.  Sir  Anifew  Agnew, 
Mr.  Hume,  and  Sir  James  Graham  have  lost  their 
election.  At  the  Canterbury  election;  a riot  took 
place;  the  papfizans  of  the  respective  candidates 
fought,  several  persons  were  much  injnred,  and  one 
" Vol  Iir-Sic.  2. 


man,  named  John  Constat,  died  of  the  wounds  re- 
ceived, leaving  a wife  and  seven  children. 

Money  was  more  in  demand  and  the  spirit  of 
commercial  enterprise  was  quite  active. 

Tile  advices  from  Paris  are  to  the  7th  August. 
It  is  said  in  the  Journal  de  Paris,  that  the  French 
ministry  are  inclined  to  the  measure  of  dissolving 
the  chamber  of  deputies. 

The  Journal  dc  Paris  alleges  that  count  Mole  is 
likely  to  carry  his  measure  of  dissolving  the  cham- 
ber, but  other  papers  say  that  the  idea  is  abandon- 
ed. Tlie  king  had  gone  to  his  chateau  D’Eu,  for 
recreation,  and  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Orleans 
were  making  a tr»’-  -J  Jic  a sumptu- 

ous ureaiuast  was  given  them  on  board  the  New 
Fork  packet  Ville  de  Lyons. 

From  Spain  we  have  rumors  of  expected  battles, 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  Carlist  chief,  Ruiz,  has  been 
surprised  by  the  Christinos  near  Alleceite,  and 
put  to  the  sword  with  twenty  of  his  men. 

The  city  of  Lubeck  has,  in  consequence  of  its 
accession  to  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  issued  an 
ordinance  to  that  effect. 

CONGRESS. — BUSINESS  OF  THE  WEEK. 

Senate,  Monday,  Sept.  4.  The  unusual' influx  of 
strangers,  occupying  the  rotundo  and  the  avenues  of 
the  capitol,  on  this  day,  long  before  the  hour  of  noon, 
betrayed  the  deep  interest  which  was  caused  by 
the  meeting  of  congress,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  chief  magistrate,  rendered  its  con- 
vocation necessary. 

At  12  o’clock,  the  vice  president,  (R.  M.  John- 
son), called  the  senate  to  order,  at  which  time  there 
were  forty-two  senators  present;  the  ten  absentees 
being  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Webster  and 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Southard,  of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  Brown  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Black,  of  Mississippi, 
Mr.  Mouton,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Tipton,  bf  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio.  The  whole  of  the  busi- 
ness of  tlie  first  day  was  preliminary  and  unim- 
portant- Tlie  usual  messages  were  ordered  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  executive  (by  a committee)  and 
to  the  house  of  representatives  (by  the  secretary), 
informing  them  of  the  presence  of  a quorum.  Mr. 
Haight,  tlie  former  doorkeeper,  was  unanimously 
elected  sergeant-at-arms,  vice  J.  Shackford,  deceas- 
ed, and  Mr.  Edward  Wyer  was,  on  tlie  third  ballot, 
elected  doorkeeper,  vice  Mr.  Haight.  The  usual 
supply  of  newspapers  was  ordered. 

On  Tuesday,  the  oih  inst.  the  message  was  receiv- 
ed and  read  by  tlie  secretary,  occupying  about  one 
hour  and  a half.  Mr.  AAVight  moved  the  printing- 
of  5,000  copies.  Mr.  Clay,  in  seconding  the  mo- 
tion, expressed  regret  that  the  president,  entertain- 
ing such  views  as  he  had  expressed  in  tlie  message, 
and  projecting  such  a scheme  of  relief,  should  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  convene  congress  at  this 
inconvenient  season.  He  wished  the  message  could 
be  circulated  to  any  extent  which  could  be  desired. 
Mr.  Buchanan  then  moved  to  increase  the  number 
to  10,000,  saying,  (in  reference  to  the  character  of 
the  message)  “sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.”  The  number  of  10,000  was  then  ordered. 

The  business  of  Wednesday,  the  6lh,  was  brief 
and  without  interest.  Mr.  Hubbard  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble a resolution  to  amend  the  33d  rule,  which  au- 
thorizes the  appointment  of  a committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  adding,  and  a committee 
on  patents  and  the  patent  office.  He  then  moved 
an  order  that  the  senate,  to-uiorrow,  proceed  to  tlie 
appointment  of  the  standing  committees.  Mr.  Clay 
expressed  a desire  to  be  informed  whether  it  was 
intended  to  appoint  all  the  usual  committees,  or 
only  such  as  would  be  required  for  the  special  bu- 
siness submitted  by  the  president.  There  wove  mot 
ters  connected  with  our  foreign  relations,  such  as 
the  North-eastern  Boundary  question,  oi  great  im- 
portance, requiring  the  action  of.  congress;  but  as 
these  subjects  had  not  been  submitted  by  the  presi- 
dent, there  could  be  no  use  in  raising  the  standing 
committee  on  foreign  relations.  Mr.  Hubbard  said 
a few  words  in  re'ply,  as  to  the  propriety  of  being 
ready  to  receive  and  act  on  any  subjects  on  which 
the  people  might  require  consideration. 

On  Thursday,  the  7th . the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard to  amend  the  33d  rule  was  agreed  to.  The  i 


senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  commencing  with  the  chairmen, 
but  after  going  through  two  or  three  of  these,  it  was 
found  that  there  was  not  a quorum  balloting.  Mr. 
Clay  then  moved  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
chair  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  the  commit- 
tees, on  this  special  occasion,  and  this  was  assented 
to,  after  a short  conversation,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  general  rule,  establishing  the  ballot, 
should  reinain  in  force. 

On  Friday,  the  8th,  tlie  committees  were  an- 
nounced. The  portion  of  the  messagre  which  re- 
fers to  matters  or  nuance,  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright,  committed  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
as  well  as  the  report  of  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury 
on  tlie  finances;  and  so  much  of  the  message  and  re- 
port as  concerns  the  judiciary,  was  referred,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Grundy,  to  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry. A memorial  was  presented  from  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  New  Orleans,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a national  bank.  Some  resolutions, 
respectful  to  the  memory  of  the  late  cel.  James 
Standifer,  of  Tennessee,  were  submitted  by  Mr. 
White,  and  unanimously  adopted;  and,  after  a few 
minutes  spent  in  executive  business,  the  senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 

Mr.  Webster  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day,  and 
Mr.  Davis  took  his  seat  yesterday. 

House  of  representatives,  Wednesday,  September  6. 
The  proceedings,  up  to  this  date,  were  sufficiently 
stated  in  our  last.  After  the  house  was  opened 
this  morning,  a motion  was  offered  to  postpone  the 
election  of  printer  to  the  third  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  “to  authorize  the  clerk  to  procure  the 
printing  of  the  house  to  be  done,  until  that  time.” 
This  resolution  and  several  amendments  to  it, 
were  discussed  at  length;  but  were  finally  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  a sixth,  a seventh, 
and  an  eighth  ballot.  The  result  of  tlie  eighth  bal- 
lot was  as  follows:  Blair  fy  Rives,  one  hundred  and 
one  votes;  Gales  4‘  Seaton,  sixty  eight  votes;  Thomas 
Allen,  fifty  three  votes;  blanks,  five. 

A resolution  then  offered  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
New  York,  that  the  printers  of  the  last  house  be 
authorized  to  print  for  this  house  until  further  or- 
der,” was  laid  on  thf  table — ayes,  one  hundred  and. 
twenty- three;  lioes,  one  ijumixcd. 

Mr.  Boon,  of  Indiana,  then  offered  a resolution 
“that  the  house  elect  a printer  by  a viva  voce 
vote.”  This  resolution  led  to  a long  discussion,  in 
which  Bouldin,  Boon,  and  Gholsnn  defended  this 
proposition,  and  Patton,  Wise,  Foster,  and  Pope, 
spoke  against  it.  The  debate  was  very  spirited. 
In  the  midst  of  it  the  house  adjourned,  it  being  past 
six  o’clock. 

Thursday,  September  7th.  To-day,  after  great  ef- 
fort, the  house  succeeded  in  bringing  the  election 
of  printer  to  a conclusion.  Three  new  baliotings 
took  place;  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  Thomas 
Allen,  as  follows:  Airhole  number  of  votes,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty -five;  necessary  to  a choice,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen.  Thomas  Allen  had  one  hundred 
and  thirteen ; Blair  and  Rives,  one  hundred  and  one; 
Gales  and  Seaton,  nine;  scattering  two. 

The  consummation  of  this  election  was  not  finally 
reached  until  a late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  not 
without  a number  of  attempts  to  postpone  tho  deci- 
sion. 

During  tlie  debate  which  this  contest  elicited, 
many  gentlemen  expressed  much  indignation,  that 
the  time  of  the  nation  and  the  house  should  be  so 
lavishly  consumed  upon  a matter  of  so  little  conse- 
quence. But  to  judge  from  the  conduct  of  the 
house,  it  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  one  of  vast 
consequence. 

Tlie  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  subject  of 
rules  and  orders.  The  rules  and  orders  of  tlie  last 

house  WPrP  ;irtr\ntp4  Fnr  p--  - :“-~ 

orHered  to  he  appointed,  to  whom  the  whole  sub- 
ject should  be  referred.  It  seemed  to  be  agreed  on 
all  sides,  that  several  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the- 
last  house  were  a great  impediment  to  the  quiet  aad 
orderly  dispatch  of  business.  At  four  o’clock,  fha 
house  adjourned. 

Friday,  September  8th.  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee, 
announced  the  death  of  his  lute  colleague,  James 
Standifer,  and  pronounced  a high  and  well  merited 
eulog3r  upon  his  character.  Tlie  ho  use  adopted  the 
resolution  usual  upon  the  like  occasions,  and  then 
adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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Gale  in  the  Chesapeake.  The  following 
particulars  of  a gale  which  was  experienced  on 
Thursday,  August  31,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay  and 
Potomac  river,  are  taken  from  the  Princess  Ann 
Herald  of  Tuesday  last: 

“A  vessel  belonging  to  Alexander  Jones,  esq.  of 
Somerset  county,  on  her  return  from  Baltimore,  was 
capsized  off  Hooper’s  straits.  The  passengers  and 
crew,  after  clinging  to  the  wreck  tor  the  space  of 
three  hours,  amidst  the  fury  of  the  storm,  and  the 
angry  surges  of  the  surrounding  element,  almost 
setting  hope  at  defiance,  were,  with  much  difficulty, 
rescued  from  their  perilous  situation  by  the  humane 
exertions  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  another  vessel 
bound  to  Baltimore. 

“No  loss  of  life,  we  believe,  occurred,  either  in 
the  Chesapeake  or  in  the  Potomac,  though  in  the 
latter  we  have  heard  of  several  almost  miraculous 
escapes,  one  of  which  seems  to  be  particularly 
worthy  of  note.  A Mrs.  Walter  and  daughter, 
residents  of  this  county,  having  been  on  a visit  to 
their  friends  in  Georgetown,  u.  U.  took  passage  in 
a schooner  for  Somerset.  Immediately  above  Rag 
ged  Point,  in  the  Potomac,  the  vessel  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  violence  of  the  storm,  and  capsized. 
The  deck  passengers  and  crew  were  soon  after 
taken  off  in  safety  by  captain  Harris’s  vessel.  But 
Mrs.  W.  and  daughter  being  in  the  cabin  at  the 
time  of  the  unfortunate  occurrence,  all  efforts  to 
rescue  them  were  deemed  useless  as  well  as  hazard- 
ous, and  they  were  left  to  their  fate.  After  the 
lapse  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours,  when  the  storm 
had  subsided,  efforts  were  made  to  ‘right’  the  ves- 
sel, which  proved  successful,  and,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all,  the  living  form  of  Mrs.  Walter  present- 
ed itself  upon  deck,  and  the  words  ‘save  my  child,’ 
distinctly  articulated,  fell  upon  the  ears  of  her  pet- 
rified deliverers.  The  captain,  with  heroic  intre- 
pidity, threw  himself  into  the  cabin,  then  filled  with 
water,  and  in  a few  moments,  restored  the  little 
sufferer  to  the  fond  embraces  of  its  anxious  mother. 

“Mrs.  W.  states  that  during  the  twenty-four 
hours  she  was  immersed  in  water  nearly  up  to  her 
chin,  and  the  space  left  for  breathing  being  only 
about  eighteen  inches,  it  required  all  her  exertions 
to  keep  her  helpless  child’s  head  above  water.  The 
masts  of  the  vessel  prevented  her  from  going  en- 
tirely over.  Had  succor  been  delayed  only  a few 
hours  longer,  in  all  human  probability  both  the  mo- 
ther and  child  would  have  found  a watery  grave. 

“The  storm  up  the  Potomac  was  attended  w’ith  a 
considerable  fall  of  hail,  which  did  much  damage 
to  the  tobacco  and  corn  crops.” 

Tenth  annual  fair  of  the  American  in- 
stitute. This  exhibition  of  Amoripnn  produc- 
tions will  be  held  at  Niblo’s  garden,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  October  16,  1837. 

Gold  and  silver  medals,  diplomas,  and  other  re- 
wards, will  be  bestowed  on  the  same  liberal  prin- 
ciples as  on  former  occasions. 

Exhibitors  are  requested  to  deliver  their  articles 
at  the  garden  on  Friday,  the  13th  of  October.  Such 
as  are  intended  for  competition,  must  be  brought  on 
the  13th  or  14th,  that  they  may  be  arranged  and 
examined  before  the  opening  for  the  admission  of 
visitors,  which  will  be  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, at  12  o’clock. 

The  managers  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state, 
that  notwithstanding  the  lamentable  contrast  be- 
tween this  and  last  year,  in  the  business  affairs  of 
our  country,  the  applications  from  those  intending 
to  exhibit  are  as  numerous  as  ever,  evincing  that 
the  spirit  of  emulation  has  not  yielded,  but  remains 
in  full  vigor,  and  promises,  from  the  abundant  re- 
sources of  skill  and  invention,  a display  as  ample 
and  variegated  as  in  seasons  the  most  prosperous. 
The  desolating  revulsions  of  commerce  have  power- 
fully impressed  our  fellow  citizens  with  the  neces- 
sity of  clinging  more  closely  to  our  own  domestic 
resources,  and  of  producing,  by  the  aid  of  native 
genius  and  industry,  those  necessaries  and  con- 
veniences requisite  to  competence,  comfort  and 
independence. 

These  considerations  seem  to  have  imparted  fresh 
stimulus  to  ingenuity,  and  opened  a brighter  pros- 
pect of  future  imnrnvement  and  display  than  ever. 
And  why  should  not  a reasoning,  calculating  self- 
confiding  people  arrive  at  such  conclusions?  Tne 
elements  of  wealth  remain  unharmed  by  the  revul- 
sions of  trade.  Abundant  harvests  bear  testimony 
that  the  laws  of  vegetation  are  beyond  the  influ- 
ences of  an  unsound  currency.  The  muscular,  as 
well  as  the  mental  energies  of  a great  and  increas- 
ing nation  of  freemen  are  unbroken.  Dormant  in- 
dustry, refreshed  by  a short  repose,  will  start  again, 
with  accelerated  motion  and  accumulated  power. 
There  is  every  where  manifestations  conclusive, 
that  we  may  safely  rely  on  our  own  ample  and  in- 
dependent resources.  Our  country,  though-  in  its 


infancy,  presents  a population  sufficient  for  an  em- 
pire more  ingenious  and  more  industrious  than  any 
other  that  has  ever  existed.  With  such  a people, 
and  with  a fertile  territory  embracing  all  climates, 
we  cannot  fail,  with  suitable  incitements,  to  rival 
any  and  all  other  countries  in  the  great  work  of  im- 
provement and  civilization. 

Well  conducted  public  fairs  signally  contribute 
to  these  results.  Impressed  with  these  views,  the 
public,  for  nine  successive  years,  have  countenanc- 
ed, cherished  and  supported  the  exhibitions  of  the 
American  Institute  as  their  favorite  institution,  and 
we  trust  they  will  continue  with  their  accustomed 
zeal  to  cherish  and  sustain  it. 

The  farmer  is  invited  to  exhibit  his  useful  im- 
plements, and  the  rare,  curious  and  extraordinary 
productions  of  bis  agricultural  culture.  To  the 
manufacturer  and  artist,  we  look  for  specimens  of 
the  choice  productions  of  the  factory  and  workshop; 
and  the  innumerable  varieties  of  taste  and  genius, 
mingled,  as  usual,  with  the  ornamental  and  delicate 
workmanship  of  female  hands. 

Approm-iate  r1 — ““  • -lL  Provided  for  all  the 
varieties  from  every  department  oi  iuulsuj,  -.v ae- 
ther minute  or  bulky,  natural  or  artificial.  Suita- 
ble preparations  will  also  be  made  for  enlivening 
the  scene  with  the  animating  influences  of  moving 
machinery. 

The  friends  of  national  improvement  throughout 
the  country,  are  respectfully  invited  to  join  in  the 
anniversary  celebration  of  industry  and  the  arts. 

Managers.  T!  B.  Wakeman,  Adoniram  Chand- 
ler, Martin  E.  Thompson,  John  Mason,  Edward  T. 
Backhouse,  James  Hamilton,  E.  D.  Plimpton,  W. 
P.  Disosway,  Timothy  Dewey,  George  Bacon,  John 
Sampson  and  Dudley  Marvin,  of  New  York;  Wil- 
liam Halsey,  James  Miller  and  Stephen  Dodd,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.;  Jeremiah  Johnson,  of  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 

For  any  information  that  may  be  required,  ad- 
dress T.  B.  Wakeman,  corresponding  secretary,  at 
the  repository  of  the  American  institute,  187  Broad- 
way, where  specimens  of  manufactures,  models, 
machines,  &c.  are  received,  free  of  expense,  and 
exhibited  daily. 


THE  CONSUL  AT  ROME. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  and  Patriot. 

We  are  requested  by  a friend  of  signor  Cicogna- 
ni,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Rome,  to 
publish  the  following  letters  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  and 
from  the  secretary  of  state  at  Rome.  Signor  Ci- 
cognani  has  filled  the  office  of  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  nearly  fourteen  years  in  Rome,  and  was 
removed  from  that  office  on  the  lTtli  of  January 
last.  Some  of  his  Italian  friends,  we  are  informed, 
are  apprehensive  that  the  true  grounds  of  his  re- 
moval not  being  understood  in  the  United  States, 
may  give  rise  to  impressions  unfavorable  to  him. 
No  one,  however,  who  has  had  occasion  to  expe- 
rience his  kind  and  considerate  attentions  abroad, 
or  who,  whether  knowing  him  personally  or  not, 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  regard  and  high 
consideration  in  which  he  is  deservedly  held  in  His 
own  country,  can  require  apy  other  explanation 
than  what  is  afforded  by  the  principle  of  rotation, 
which  so  generally  operates  in  the  distribution  of 
office  in  this  country.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
office  has  been  so  well  and  acceptably  discharged, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  estimable  character  and 
qualifications  of  signor  Cicognani’s  successor,  we 
cannot  believe  the  government  would  have  displac- 
ed the  former  gentleman  on  any  other  ground  than 
that  assigned  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  its  own  citizens  over  foreigners  in  all  pub- 
lic employments. 

The  second  letter  is  a translation  from  the  origi- 
nal Italian. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  17th  Jan.  1837. 
Felix  Cicosnani.  esq.  Rome: 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  president  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  appointed  Mr.  George  W.  Greene, 
of  Rhode  Island,  consul  of  the  United  States  for 
the  city  of  Rome,  and  to  say  that  the  change  has 
been  made  in  pursuance  of  a policy,  always  ob- 
served by  this  government,  of  giving  preference  to 
American  citizens  where  they  can  be  employed, 
and  not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  you,  or 
dissatisfaction  at  your  conduct.  On  the  contrary, 
while  announcing  to  you  the  appointment  of  your 
successor,  I am  charged  to  express  to  you  the  pre- 
sident’s entire  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  performed  your  consular  duties,  and  his 
sense  of  the  courtesy  and  civility  which  you  have 
uniformly  shown  towards  American  citizens  arriv- 
ing within  your  district. 

On  Mr.  Greene’s  arrival  you  will  please  to  deli- 
ver to  him  the  books,  papers,  and  other  property  of 
the  U.  States,  which  may  be  in  your  possession. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


From  the  palace  of  the  Quinn al,  March  21,  1837. 

The  cardinal  secretary  of  state  has  learned  with 
sincere  regret  from  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the 
16th  inst.  the  recent  disposition  by  which  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  has  nominated  a new 
consul  to  reside  at  Rome,  and  to  discharge  the 
functions  hitherto  entrusted  to  you. 

The  cardinal  has  at  the  same  time  been  gratified 
to  learn  from  the  despatch  of  bis  excellency  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  for  the  United  States, 
which  you  have  politely  communicated  to  him,  that 
this  change  is  not  owing  to  any  consideration,  which 
could  in  the  remotest  manner  affect  your  excellen- 
cy's reputation,  but  has  been  made  solely  with  a 
view  of  conferring  the  consulate  upon  a native  of 
the  States,  agreeably  to  the  maxim  of  that  govern- 
ment of  selecting  its  own  citizens  in  preference  to 
foreigners. 

While  the  cardinal  secretary  congratulates  you 
on  the  truly  honorable  testimony  which  the  Ameri- 
can government  has  afforded,  on  this  occasion,  of 
its  entire  satisfaction  with  your  past  conduct,  he 
cannot  omit  to  assure  you  that  its  approbation  does 
any  degree  surpass  that  which  his  holiness 
and  his  gover?imeni  desire  to  expr©sgs  on  their  part, 
in  a conjuncture  so  painful  to  them  as  tne  present. 
His  holiness  and  his  ministers  will  ever  retain  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
discharged  the  duties  of  your  office;  and  the  under- 
signed cannot  close  the  official  intercourse  which 
he  has  hitherto  maintained  with  your  excellency, 
without  declaring  to  you  that  it  has  been  a source 
of  sincere  gratification  to  him,  which  renders  the 
cessation  of  it  now  a subject  of  deep  regret. 

Meanwhile  he  is  advised  of  the  name  of  the  new 
consul,  your  successor,  and  will  not  fail,  as  soon  as 
he  shall  have  arrived,  to  receive  his  credentials, 
authorizing  his  exercise  of  the  office  in  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Holy  See. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  distin- 
guished esteem,  which  the  undersigned  begs  to  re- 
peat to  your  excellency  on  this  unpleasant  occasion. 

For  the  most  eminent  secretary  of  state, 

F.  CAPACCINI,  substitute. 
Sr.  Felice  Cicognani,  consul  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 


RUNS  ON  BANKS. 

Mr.  Gilbart  states  that  the  first  run  in  the  history 
of  banking  in  this  country  occurred  in  1667,  twen- 
ty-seven years  before  the  establishment  of  the  bank 
of  England.  The  dutch  admiral,  D.  Ruyter,  had 
taken  Sheerness,  and  had  sent  his  vice-admiral.  Von 
Ghent,  up  the  Medway  to  destroy  Chatham.  The 
greatest  alarm  prevailed  in  London;  and,  we  learn 
from  Pcpya’a  “diary,”  that  confusion  and  imbe- 
cility prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  government. 
The  citizens  ran  to  their  goldsmiths  or  bankers  to 
withdraw  their  money.  Various  efforts  were  made 
to  restore  confidence.  There  was  another  extraor- 
dinary run  in  1745,  on  the  bank  of  England,  when 
the  army  of  the  pretender  was  rapidly  marching  on 
the  metropolis.  A public  meeting  was  held,  and 
upwards  of  a thousand  merchants  signed  a declara- 
tion expressing  their  readiness  to  take  bank  notes. 
At  that  critical  period,  the  bank  paid  cash  in  silver 
instead  of  gold  to  gain  lime.  A still  more  remark- 
able run,  from  the  consequences  which  it  produced, 
was  in  1797.  Fears  of  foreign  invasion  prevailed, 
tie  government  required  money,  and  public  confi- 
dence was  shaken.  On  Saturday,  the  25th  Febru- 
ary, there  was  only  £1,270,000  in  coin  and  bullion 
remaining  in  the  coffers  of  the  bank. 

On  Monday  an  order  in  council  was  distributed 
among  the  crowd  assembled  at  the  bank  to  demand 
gold,  intimating  that  government  had  exempted  the 
bank  from  payments  in  cash.  It  was  then  that 
notesfor  so  small  a sum  as  £1  were  authorized  to 
be  isaied.  The  restriction  of  cash  payments  con- 
tinuefiduring  the  long  and  expensive  war.  The 
bank  nade  an  effort  to  return  to  cash  payments 
from  1»17  to  1819;  but  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of 
May,  1J21,  that  payments  in  specie  legally  and  per- 
manently commenced.  Since  that  time,  except  for 
a short  period  at  the  end  of  1825,  bank  of  England 
notes  unfer  £5  have  been  withdrawn  from  circu- 
lation, aid  ultimately  all  bank  notes  under  £5 
were  prohibited  throughout  England.  In  the 
“panic”  oj  1825,  the  run  on  the  bank  of  England 
was  the  greatest  that  had  taken  place  since  1797. 
In  April  nr  May,  1825,  the  bank  had  about 
£10, 000, *00  of  bullion,  and  by  November  it  was 
reduced  to  £1,300,000. 

During  tl)e  run,  gold  was  handed  over  as  soon  as 
called  for,  in  bags  of  twenty-five  sovereigns  each. 
But  at  that  critical  time,  says  a bank  director,  “bul- 
lion came  in,  and  the  mint  coined;  they  worked 
double  tides — in  short  they  were  at  work  night  and 
day;  we  weraperpetuallv  receiving  gold  from  abroad 
and  coin  from  the  mint.”  In  one  day  the  bank  dis- 
counted 4,200  bills.  On  the  8th  December,  1825, 
the  discounts  of  the  bank  were  £7,500,000;  on 
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the  loth,  £11,500,000;  on  the  22ct,  £14,500,000; 
and  on  the  29th  they  were  £ 15,000,000.  The  an- 
nual average  of  commercial  paper  under  discount 
at  the  bank  was  £2,946,500  in  1795;  in  1S00  it 
was  £6,401,900;  from  1805  to  IS16  it  varied  from 
£11,000,000  to  £20,000,000;  from  1817  to  1S26  it 
varied  from  about  £2,000,000  to  £6,000,000;  in  1S30 
it  was  only  £919,900;  and  in  1831,  £1,533,600. 
The  annual  average  of  loss  by  bad  debts  on  dis- 
counts has  been,  from  1795  to  1831,  both  inclusive, 
£31,696.  [Penny  Magazine. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  NEWS. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  September  7. 

General  Jesup. — We  have  been  furnished  by 
a friend  with  a copy  of  a letter,  addressed  by  gen. 
Jesup  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  explan- 
atory of  his  motives  in  asking  to  be  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  army  in  Florida.  The  gov- 
ernment having  left  it  optional  with  him  to  remain 
or  retim.  ho  ha*  chocon  the  luiuici,  am.i  is  now  mak- 
ing preparations  for  another  campaign. 

Head,  quarters,  army  of  the  south,  Fort  Heileman, 
Garey’s  ferry,  July  25,  1S37. 

General:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  enclosing  my  official  report 
to  you,  I asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  command  of 
this  army.  I made  this  request ro  disembarrass  the 
government,  supposing  that  public  opinion,  where 
all  had  not  been  successfully  accomplished  that  had 
been  expected,  might  demand  my  recall;  and  I was 
unwilling  that  any  consideration,  personal  to  my- 
self, should,  for  a moment,  embarrass  the  service, 
or  interrupt  or  influence  the  plans  of  the  govern- 
ment. On  the  8th  of  this  month,  I received  a letter 
from  the  general-in-chief,  in  which,  referring  to 
my  request  to  be  relieved,  he  informs  me  that  the 
secretary  of  war  hail  decided  that,  after  posting  the 
troops  in  such  stations  as  to  cover  the  frontiers  from 
hostile  attacks,  as  1'ar  as  possible  consistently  with 
a due  regard  to  their  health,  I should  be  atliberty  to 
resume  ray  duties  as  quartermaster  general  at  the 
seat  of  government;  provided,  on  the  receipt  of 
that  letter,  I should  still  desire  to  be  relieved.  In 
the  mean  time  it  appeared  to  me,  from  the  opinions 
of  both  military  men  and  citizens,  as  far  as  they 
were  made  known  to  me,  that  I was  expected  to 
remain.  The  press,  either  mistaking  or  misrepre- 
senting my  motives,  had  attacked  me  for  asking  to 
be  relieved;  and  I informed  the  general,  in  reply, 
that  I would  retain  the  command  of  the  army,  un- 
less the  government  should  otherwise  determine. 
That  is  my  intention  now,  and  I shall  continue  with 
this  army  until  regularly  relieved,  or  positively  or- 
dered to  relinquish  the  command. 

I desire  you  to  lay  this  letter  before  the  secretary 
of  war  and  general-in-chief;  and  at  the  same  time 
assure  them  that,  never  having  solicited  command,  | 
and  having  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  best  in-  , 
terests  of  the  service,  I do  not  wish  to  be  consider- 
ed in  the  way  of  any  plans  or  arrangements  which 
they  may  believe  will  best  promote  those  interests.  , 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully, 
your  obd’t  serv’t.  Til.  S.  JESUP, 

Major  gen.  com.  army  of  the  south. 
Brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adjutant  general,  Washington. 

Extracts  of  a letter  from  com.  H.  E.  Ballard  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

United  Stales  ship  North  Carolina, 
Calao  Roads,  July  11, 1837. 

“By  the  United  States  ship  Peacock,  that  sailed 
from  this  port  to  the  United  States  on  the  5th  inst., 

I did  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I hal, 
with  the  concurrence  of  commodore  Kennedy,  de- 
tained the  schr.  Enterprise  on  this  station  until 
such  time  as  I can  have  the  honor  to  hear  from  you 
on  the  subject. 

“I  have  placed  the  Enterprise  in  commani  of 
lieutenant  Glendy,  of  this  ship,  an  officer  of  freat 
merit,  and  officered  and  manned  her  from  my  ship. 
She  sails  to-morrow  morning  for  Valparaiso,  tclook 
after  our  interests  in  that  quarter. 

“On  the  arrival  of  the  Boxer  from  the  lowercoast, 
her  commander  and  officers  requested  permbson  to 
return  to  the  United  States,  having  been  threi  years 
in  this  sea.  This  was  granted,  and  lieut.  Nichol- 
son, of  the  flag  ship,  was  placed  in  command,  and 
officers  and  a crew  given  her  from  (his  ship.  She 
sails  to-morrow  afternoon  for  Panama,  taking  with 
her,  as  passengers,  a nn mber  of  the  officers,  who  pre- 
ferred returning  to  the  United  States  by  that  route.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  com.  J.  D.  Elliott  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  dated 
U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  Malta,  June  7,  1S37. 

“Sin:  I had  the  honor  to  state  my  arrival  at  Pa- 
lermo. We  sailed  thence  on  the  3d,  having  no 
communication  with  port  from  quarantine.  While 
at  Leghorn,  on  the  10th  of  last  month,  vre  took  in 


three  distressed  American  seamen,  whom  we  dis- 
covered, twenty  days  out,  to  be  infected  with  small- 
pock.  The  cases  were  quite  mild,  and,  from  the 
precautions  of  vaccination  of  the  crew,  including 
the  family  of  gen.  Cass,  the  disease  has  not  spread. 
The  sick  have  been  removed  from  the  ship  to  the 
hospital  of  this  place. 

“A  quarantine  of  25  days  was  imposed  on  us 
here.  1 declined  remaining,  and  shall  proceed  im- 
mediately on  lor  Athens,  the  Grecian  Islands, 
Egypt,  Syria,  and  ultimately  to  Constantinople, 
should  the  plague,  now  raging  there,  through  in- 
formation of  sir  Charles  Vaughan,  have  abated.  On 
the  12th  ult.  the  Shark  sailed  from  Tunis  for  Con- 
stantinople, with  commodore  Porter  on  board. 

“Though  in  quarantine,  we  have  received  every 
possible  attention  at  the  hands  of  sir  J.  Rowley,  and 
other  public  authorities.  I am  happy  to  add,  that 
the  utmost  harmony  continues  to  prevail  in  the 
eti'p,  ami  mat  the  family  of  general  Cass,  through 
accommodating- dispositions,  make  their  situation, 
in  all  respects,  pleasant  and  desirable.” 

The  decision  of  the  naval  court  martial,  in  the 
case  of  commander  W.  Ramsey,  has  not  yet  been 
promulgated. 

Lieut.  George  N.  Hollins,  of  the  navy,  and  late 
in  command  of  the  United  States  schooner  Ente- 
prise,  has  arrived  at  Baltimore,  in  forty-seven  days 
from  Callao,  via  Panama  and  Jamaica.  He  landed 
at  Cape  May,  from  the  ship  Orbit,  bound  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  to  New  York. 

Lieut.  H.  N.  Page,  late  commander  of  the  U.  S. 
schr.  Boxer,  and  D.  C.  Powers,  late  of  the  U.  S. 
marine  corps,  also  came  passengers  in  the  Orbit. 

We  learn  that  gen.  Jesup  has  been  authorised  to 
call  on  the  governor  of  Kentucky  for  a brigade,  and 
on  the  governors  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  [in  addi- 
tion to  Tennessee]  for  such  other  volunteer  force  as 
he  may  require. 

Capt.  George  C.  Read  has  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  now  at 
Norfolk,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea.  It  is  believed 
that  her  destination  is  the  East  Indies,  and  that  she 
will  sail  in  two  or  three  months.  The  ohly  other 
officers  ordered  as  yet  are  G.  J.  Pendegrast,  as  first 
lieutenant,  and  F.  G.  McCauley,  purser. 

Commander  Benjamin  Page,  jr.  has  been  ordered 
to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Concord,  now  on 
the  Wert  India  station,  in  the  place  of  com.  Mix, 
relieved. 

Commodore  T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  and  some  of  the  of- 
ficers attached  to  the  exploring  expedition,  are  now 
in  New  York.  It  is  expected  that  the  vessels  of 
the  squadron  will  rendezvous  at  the  same  place  in 
the  course  of  the  next  week. 


SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  following  is  the  answer  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks  to  the  New  York  banks’  proposition  to  re- 
sume specie  payments: 

We  have  once  or  twice  referred  to  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  certain  banks  in  New  York  to  banks 
in  Philadelphia,  to  call  a convention  for  the  purpose 
ol  adopting  measures  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  and  on  Tuesday  last  we  published  that 
circular,  expressing  at  the  same  time  our  disappro- 
val of  its  proposition.  Since  that  time  we  have  as- 
certained that  the  banks  of  this  city  interested  di- 
rectly in  the  circular,  held  a meeting,  and,  after 
due  deliberation,  returned  an  answer,  of  which  we 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  procure  a copy. 
We  commend  to  our  readers  the  plain  sense  argu- 
ments by  which  the  two  resolutions  are  sustained. 
We  subjoin  the  answer.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

Whereas,  a proposition  has  been  submitted  to  this 
meeting,  on  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  banks 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  calling  a convention 
of  delegates  from  the  principal  banks  in  the  United 
States  to  be  held  in  New  York,  in  the  month 
of  October  next,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  mea- 
sures for  the  resumption  of  payment  in  specie  by 
the  banks:  After  mature  reflection  upon  the  pro- 

posal, and  reasons  assigned  for  it,  this  meeting  has 
not  been  able  to  adopt  the  views  presented  in  the 
communication,  and  they  deem  it  proper  to  state 
briefly  and  without  reserve  the  reasons  of  their  dis- 
sent. 

The  banks  of  Philadelphia  fully  concur  with  the 
banks  of  New  York,  in  their  anxiety  for  a general 
resumption  of  specie  payments  with  the  least  prac- 
ticable delay,  and  they  would  cordially  unite  in  the 
proposed  convention,  if  they  thought  it  at  all  adapt- 
ed to  promote  that  object.  But  they  believe  that 
the  general  resumption  of  specie  payments,  de- 
pends mainly  if  not  exclusively  on  the  action  of 
congress,  the  body  charged  with  the  general  power 
over  commerce,  and  the  exclusive  power  over  the 
coinage;  and  without  whose  co-operation  all  at- 
tempts at  a general  system  of  payments  in  coin 
i throughout  this  extensive  country,  must  bo  partial 


and  temporary.  That  body  is  on  the  point  ol  as- 
sembling, being  expressly  convenedto  deliberate  on 
this  very  subject. 

Now  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  are  ol'  opinion, 
that  at  such  a moment,  a convention  of  the  banks 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  superfluous  at  least: 
if  not  injurious.  It  seems  superfluous,  because  the 
banks  can  do  nothing,  and  ought  to  promise  nothing, 
until  they  know  what  the  action  of  congress  will  be. 

The  communication  from  New  York,  mentions 
a precise  period  when  the  banks  of  New  York  may 
and  ought  to  and  must  resume  specie  payments. 
With  every  respectful  deference  to  the  better  judg- 
ment of  the  signers  of  (he  communication,  the  hanks 
of  Philadelphia  are  not  prepared  to  make  pledges, 
nor  to  name  any  time  for  the  resumption,  because 
(hey  think  that  the  whole  matter  depends  much 
more  on  congress  than  on  themselves.  They  do 
not  wish  to  excite  expectations  which  they  may  not 
be  able  to  realize,  and  they  believe  that  a prema- 
ture efibrt  might  be  followed  by  a relapse,  which 
would  be  permanently  fatal  to  the  credit  of  our 
banking  institutions. 

If,  moreover,  such  a convention,  composed  of 
delegates  from  sections  of  the  country,  of  very  un- 
equal resources,  and  in  very  different  stages  of 
preparation,  should  not  agree  upon  any  general  sys- 
tem of  action,  their  very  dissension  would  weaken 
confidence  in  the  convention.  While,  ifthey  could 
agree,  their  union  upon  any  course  of  measures, 
might  not  recommend  that  course  to  public  favor, 
because  it  would  be  considered  as  one  specially  fa- 
vorable to  the  interests  of  the  banks  themselves. 

It  is  thus  that  the  convention  might  prove  not 
merely  useless,  but  injurious.  The  mere  assem- 
blage of  a body  more  numerous  than  congress  it- 
self, meeting  at  the  same  time — deliberating  on  the 
same  subject — might  easily  be  made  to  wear  the 
appearance  of  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  or  to 
influence  the  movements  of  that  body.  The  avow- 
ed object  of  the  convention  too,  to  fix  a time  for  re- 
suming specie  payments,  independent  of  congress, 
might  have  the  effect  of  misleading  both  congress 
and  the  country.  If  the  resumption  be  practicable 
by  the  banks  alone,  congress  might  consider  itself 
under  no  obligation  to  interpose — a very  erroneous 
and  dangerous  conclusion.  If  the  banks  confident- 
ly name  a day  when  they  not  only  may,  but  must  re- 
sume, whatever  be  the  action  of  congress,  or  the 
state  of  the  country,  or  the  condition  of  the  foreign 
exchanges,  they  promise  what  they  may  not  be  able 
A.0  perform,  and  loss,  rather  Hinn  g rredit  hy 
the  effort.  A more  prudent  course  in  the  delibe- 
rate judgment  of  this  meeting,  would  be  for  the 
bank's  in  the  United  States  to  continue  steadily  their 
present  preparations  for  resuming  specie  payments; 
to  wait  quietly  the  action  of  congress  without  inter- 
ference of  any  kind;  and  be  ready  to  give  an  imme- 
diate and  zealous  co-operation  in  any  measures 
which  that  body  may  adopt  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  country. 

Under  these  impressions,  they  are  constrained  to 
adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  ThaUin  the  opinion  of  the  banks  of 
Philadelphia,  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time,  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  the  proposed  convention. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions,  certi- 
fied by  the  president  and  secretary  of  this  meeting, 
be  forwarded  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  with  an 
assurance,  that  while  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  re- 
luctantly differ  from  those  of  New  York,  as  to  the 
specific  measure  proposed,  they  do  ample  justice  to 
the  zeal  and  patriotism  which  have  dictated  it — that 
they  are  not  the  less  anxious  to  accomplish  the  com- 
mon object,  and  that  if  the  proposed  convention 
should  suggest  any  thing,  which  promises  to  be 
useful  to  the  country,  the  banks  of  Philadelphia 
w’ill  as  cordially  co-operate  in  executing  it,  as  it 
they  had  been  fully  represented  in  the  convention, 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HOUSE,  &C, 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Monday,  September  4.  At  twelve  o’clock,  the 
houso  of  representatives  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Franklin,  the  clerk  of  the  last  congress,  who 
read  the  president’s  proclamation  convening  the 
present  session  of  congress.  He  then  proceeded  to 
call  the  names  of  the  members  from  a roll  made  up 
by  himself  in  the  usual  manner.  When  he  had 
reached  the  name  of  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  gentleman  rose,  and  addressed  the  house. 

Mr.  Cushing,  rising  from  his  seat,  said  that  he 
was  in  his  place;  but  before  he  answered  officially 
to  the  call  of  the  clerk,  he  had  an  explanation  to 
make.  He  saw  gentlemen  occupying  seats  all 
around  him  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, whom  he  understood,  by  common  fame,  to  be 
members  elect  of  the  house;  but  he  did  not  know 
this,  nor  had  he  the  means  to  ascertain  it,  by  any  au- 
thentic evidence.  And  the  situation  of  most  ol  the 
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gentlemen  present  was  the  same.  The  gentlemen, 
so  assembled,  could  not  be  considered  as  constitut- 
ing a house,  until  they  should  have  elected  their 
speaker,  and  been  severally  qualified  by  taking  the 
prescribed  oath.  Meanwhile,  under  what  regula- 
tions were  these  important  duties  to  be  performed? 
The  usage  of  the  occasion  has  been  for  the  clerk  of 
the  preceding  house  to  make  out  a roll  of  the  mem- 
bers elect;  to  call  the  members  from  that  roll,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a quorum  be 
assembled;  and  to  officiate  as  presiding  officer  in 
the  choice  of  speaker.  Now,  it  might  be  perfect- 
ly proper  for  the  clerk  to  be  here  with  a roll  of  the 
members  elect;  since  the  standing  rules  of  the 
house  of  representatives  provide  that  he  shall  be 
and  continue  clerk  until  there  be  a new  appoint- 
ment; and  he  is  the  functionary  on  whom  the  task 
of  preparing  the  roll  should  naturally  devolve.  But 
it  was  not  proper  that  he  should  be  compelled,  as 
he  in  fact  is,  to  rely  upon  the  newspapers  or  com- 
mon rumor  for  his  knowledge  of  who  is  and  who  is 
not  returned  by  the  people  of  the  several  states  to 
serve  in  this  their  house.  Yet  so  it  was,  in  regard 
to  most  of  the  states;  for  aught  he  (Mr.  C.)  knew, 
all,  except,  he  believed.  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia. Nor  was  it  proper  that  the  clerk  should  pre- 
side over  the  preliminary  deliberations  of  this  as- 
sembly. 

Pie  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  say  this  in  any  spirit  of  dis- 
respect towards  the  gentleman  who  holds  the  office 
of  clerk,  fully  believing  that  he  would  endeavor  to 
discharge,  in  all  honor  and  good  faith,  the  delicate 
functions  of  the  occasion — functions  imposed  on 
him  by  the  existing  customs  of  the  house.  He 
spoke  of  it  only  as  a thing,  in  the  general  principle, 
wrong.  Suppose  any  question  of  order  were  to 
arise  in  the  present  stage  of  the  proceedings. 
There  was  no  set  of  rules  binding  on  this  assembly; 
and  who  should  decide  the  question  of  order? 
Suppose  a debate  to  spring  up  as  to  the  mode  of 
voting  for  speaker,  whether  by  ballot  or  viva  voce, 
as  happened  in  the  twenty-fourth  congress.,  Sup- 
pose yet  graver  questions  to  be  raised,  concerning 
the  due  return  of  members,  as  happened  in  the 
opening  of  the  twenty-third  congress.  Ought  not 
one  of  ourselves,  one  of  our  own  number,  to  offi- 
ciate as  chairman  of  the  assembly  at  such  a time? 
He  (Mr.  C.)  considered  the  present  course  most 
objectionable,  and  altogether  irregular.  In  consi- 
deration of  the  particular  circumstances  under 
which  the  house  now  assembled,  and  the  delicate 
relation  of  the  respective  parties,  which  divide  the 
country? and  the  members  of  the  house,  he  should 
not  at  the  present  time  make  any  motion  relative  to 
this  matter,  as,  under  other  Circumstances,  he  would 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do.  He  contented  himself 
with  protesting,  after  this  brief  explanation  of  his 
motives,  against  the  course  now  pursued,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  subject,  in  order  that  in  due  time  hereafter 
measures  may  be  taken  to  provide  a more  formal, 
regular,  and  becoming  mode  oforganizing  the  house. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  with  the  roll  until  the 
next  names  in  order  would  be  those  of  the  dele- 
gates from  Mississippi. 

Before  the  names  of  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clai- 
borne were  called, 

Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  addressed  the  clerk  and 
the  house  in  some  remarks  which  the  reporter 
regrets  that  his  position  did  not  enable  him  to 
hear  so  as  to  be  able  to  report  at  large.  The  ge- 
neral purport  of  his  remarks  was  understood  to  be 
this:  that  he  considered  it  his  duty,  from  certain 
statements  which  had  appeared  in  the  public  prints, 
in  reference  to  the  recent  congressional  election  in 
Mississippi,  to  propound  to  the  representatives  from 
that  state  an  inquiry  which  would  touch  the  right  of 
those  individuals  to  take  their  seats  in  the  house. 
He  referred  to  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of 
the  state,  appointing  an  election  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  members  to  serve  in  the  twen- 
ty-fifth congress,  until  they  should  be  superseded 
by  others  to  be  chosen,  in  pursuance  of  the  exist- 
ing law.  on  the  1st  Monday  of  November  next;  and 
asked  if  such  had  been  the  fact.  He  denied  the 
right  of  the  governor  of  a state  to  appoint  the  time 
for  such  election,  which  was  required  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  to  be  fixed,  not  by 
the  governor,  but  by  the  state  legislature,  with  the 
consent  of  congress;  and  inferred  that  the  election, 
.thus  unconstitutionally  appointed  to  be  held,  was 
•void,  and,  of  course,  the  members  then  chosen 
could  not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  house. 

Mr,  Gholson,  of  Mississippi,  declined  entering 
into  a discussion  of  the  question  until  the  house 
should  have  been  organized.  The  governor  had 
obeyed  the  law  of  the  state,  which  law  was  present, 
and  would  be  produced  at  the  proper  time.  Their 
election  had  been  questioned  by  very  few  individu- 
als in  Mississippi,  and  never  until  after  it  was  over, 
pnd  the  result  knoy/n:  the  objections  to  its  validity 


had  arisen,  notin  that  state,  but  elsewhere.  Fifty- 
five  out  of  fifty-six  counties  had  voted  under  the 
governor’s  proclamation,  and  the  official  returns 
would  show  the  result.  He  had  no  objection  that 
the  question  should  be  fully  discussed  at  the  proper 
time:  not  having  the  slightest  desire  to  assume  a 
seat  in  a body  of  which  he  was  not  constitutionally 
a member. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a brief  explanation,  and  advert- 
ed, as  another  reason  for  his  having  propounded  the 
question,  to  the  failure  of  his  effort  in  the  last  con- 
gress to  procure  an  amendment  of  that  branch  of 
the  rules  relating  to  the  subject  of  contested  elec- 
tions; and  that,  if  they  proceeded  one  stage  further, 
and  elected  a speaker,  he  would  be  urtable  to  renew 
that  motion  with  any  probability  of  success.  He 
also  gave  notice  of  another  motion  he  designed  to 
make,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  do  so,  viz:  to 
take  the  power  of  appointing  committees  from  the 
speaker,  and  vest  it  in  the  House,  in  pursuance  of 
the  long  established  usage  of  that  body  rrom  -n  th-oh. 
they  obtained  nearly  all  their  precedents,  and  the 
greater  part  of  their  rules — the  British  parliament. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
M.  expressed  himself  not  satisfied  by  the  statement 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  he  moved  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  sufficient  evidence  had 
not  been  offered  to  show  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and 
Gholson  were  entitled  to  their  seats. 

Mr.  Claiborne  rose,  he  said,  debilitated  as  he  was, 
not  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  he 
would  not  at  that  time  sulfer  himself  to  be  drawn 
into  any  argument  upon  that  subject;  but  he  rose 
to  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Mississippi, 
against  a step  which  he  denounced  as  high-handed, 
arbitrary,  and  unprecedented;  for  he  deliberately  as- 
serted that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  no  more 
right  to  question  his  title  to  a seat  upon  that  floor, 
than  be  had  to  question  the  right  of  that  gentleman 
or  any  other.  He  insisted  that  that  was  not  an  or- 
ganized body  until  a speaker  had  been  elected. 
Until  then,  they  had  no  existence  whatever  as  a 
body,  but  were  a mere  association  of  individuals, 
claiming  to  represent  the  people  of  the  respective 
states.  His  colleague  and  himself  appeared  there, 
and  their  appearance  was  prima  facie  evidence  of 
their  right  to  represent  the  people  of  the  state 
whence  they  came.  He  repeated,  that  he  would 
not  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  to  any 
other  gentleman  who  would  endeavor,  .it  the 
threshold,  to  exclude  him  from  his  rights.  He 
came  there  to  represent  the  people  of  his  state,  and 
had  been  sent  there  by  the  overwhelming  voice  of 
that  people,  expressed  under  the  authority  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  state,  and  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  federal  constitution  also. 

Although  Mr.  C.  would  not  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce an  eulogy  upon  the  governor  of  Mississippi, 
who  was  the  leader  of  the  party  to  which  he  was 
opposed,  yet  he  would  say  that  that  gentleman  was 
a man  of  high  character,  and  was  incapable  of  do- 
ing what  had  been  ascribed  to  him.  Mr.  C.  looked 
upon  it  as  an  insult,  not  alone  to  the  party  that 
elected  him  and  his  colleague,  but  to  all  parties  of 
the  state,  to  the  whole  people  of  Mississippi,  to  ven- 
ture thus  to  dispose  of  their  rights  before  they  had 
the  power  to  do  so.  If,  however,  it  was  persisted 
in,  he  should  feel  himself  compelled  to  challenge 
every  member  from  Maine  to  Mississippi  to  pro*- 
duce  their  credentials,  and  he  should  object  to  any 
man’s  taking  his  seat  there  till  he  and  his  colleague 
obtained  their  rights.  Mr.  C.  would  throw  out  no 
imputations;  but,  if  assailed,  he  would  say  he  was 
prepared  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa.  He  was  also 
prepared  to  say  where  this  opposition  originates, 
though  it  now  came  from  a different  quarter.  Ha 
would  say  that  no  man  had  been  more  disposed  to  a 
conciliatory  course  than  himself;  but  he  would  not 
be  sing'led  out  as  the  victim  there  by  a sort  of  po- 
litical ostracism.  If  they  wished  to  drive  him  from 
his  seat,  they  should  do  it  in  the  only  way  they  had 
the  power:  by  first  organizing  themselves,  appoint- 
ing their  officers  and  committees,  and,  after  sending 
the  subject  to  the  committee  of  elections,  the  vir- 
dict  must  be  pronounced  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  In  conclusion,  he  declared  he  should, 
when  the  proper  time  arrived,  go  forward,  and  claim 
to  be  sworn  as  a representative,  entitled  to  a seat 
on  that  floor. 

Mr.  Bynwn,  believing  the  measure  unprecedent- 
ed, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer  contended  that  such  amotion  was  out 
of  order,  as  no  rules  had  been  adopted,  and  the 
house  was  not  yet  organized. 

The  clerk  stated  that  the  same  question  had 
arisen  on  a similar  motion  last  year,  before  the  or- 
ganization of  the  house,  and  it  had  been  left  with 
the  members  to  decide.  On  that  occasioti  the  de- 
bate had  proceeded. 

Mr.  Mercer  resumed  the  floof,  and  continued  fur- 
ther to  support  his  motion.  He  was  understood  to 


disclaim  any  reflection  on  the  governor  of  Missis- 
sippi as  having  intentionally  done  wrong,  but  to 
attribute  his  course  to  a mistake  in  judgment.  He 
utterly  denied  the  existence  of  any  wish,  on  his 
part,  rudely  to  drive  any  gentleman  out  of  the  house, 
but  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  respecting  the 
injunctions  of  the  constitution,  under  which  he  and 
other  members  claimed  their  seats.  He  referred  to 
the  practice  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  where, 
he  was  understood  to  say,  the  credentials  of  mem- 
bers were  produced,  before  their  names  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  roll. 

Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  ivho  were 
to  vote  on  the  resolution  which  had  been  offered? 
How  could  the  right  of  any  individual  to  do  so  be 
ascertained?  To  remove  this  difficulty,  he  propos- 
ed that  the  senior  member  of  the  house  take  the 
chair  until  a speaker  be  chosen,  and  that  the  cre- 
dentials of  members  be  then  produced. 

Mr.  Bynum  contended  that  the  two  gentlemen 
nuiii  MLostssipni  -were  entitled  to  take  their  seats 
and  qualify;  and  that  the  motion  submitted  ffty  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  entirely  unprecedent- 
ed. In  cases  of  contested  elections,  the  member 
exhibiting  to  the  house prinui  facie  evidence  of  his 
election  was  permitted  to  take  his  seat  and  qualify. 
Then  he  considered  the  present  case  was  much 
stronger  than  that  of  a contested  election;  because 
in  the  present  case,  the  right  of  the  gentlemen  to 
their  seats  was  not  contested  in  the  usual  manner. 
He  hoped  the  house  would  proceed  in  its  organiza- 
tion, in  the  manner  heretofore  pursued,  and  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  usage.  Gentlemen  had  refer- 
red to  the  case  of  Moore  and  Letcher  in  support  of 
their  arguments.  That  case  might,  perhaps,  be  a 
case  remotely  in  point;  but  he  contended  that  the 
house  ought  then  to  have  allowed  Mr.  Moore  to 
take  his  seat  when  he  presented  his  certificate  of 
election.  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Mercer ) was  in  order,  his  motion  was 
also  in  order,  and  he  hoped  the  question  might  now 
be  put. 

Mr.  Boon  said  all  voting  in  the  present  state  of 
things  was  utterly  premature,  and  all  the  speaking 
had  been  a mere  waste  of  time.  They  might  go  on 
in  this  manner  for  a month,  and  come  to  no  result. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  question  might  be  immedi- 
ately taken. 

The  clerk  stated  the  question  to  be  oh  Mr.  By- 
num’s  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and 
a division  being  called,  tellers  were  appointed,  and 
the  vote  stood — Ayes  131,  noes  not  counted. 

So  Mr.  Mercer's  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  then  submitted  a 
resolution  that  Lewis  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  oldest  member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
be  appointed  to  serve  as  chairman  until  the  house 
is  organized. 

Mr.  Hamer  believed  that  this  was  the  first  time 
that  ever  a motionhad  been  made  to  appoint  a chair- 
man to  organize  the  house;  and  unless  some  special 
leason  could  be  assigned  why  this  resolution  should 
be  adopted,  he  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Toucey  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wise  supported  Mr.  Rhelt’s  resolution,  de- 
nying the  right  of  the  clerk  of  the  last  congress  to 
act  as  chairman  of  this,  or  put  any  motion  to  the 
bouse.  No  one  could  have  that  right  but  one  ex- 
pressly chosen  by  those  present  to  act  as  their  chair- 
man. No  precedent  orusage  was  of  the  lea3t  bind- 
itig  force. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  referred  to  the 
usage  of  the  house  eversincehis  acquaintance  with 
it; .and  he  believed  from  the  very  foundation  of  the 
government,  the  house  proceeded,  on  all  occa- 
sion!, in  the  same  manner  as  to-day;  and  he  saw  no 
go'oareason  for  changing  the  practice.  The  house 
coiilu  as  well  act  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
clerk  as  of  a chairman,  and  would  gain  no  power 
or  rigjt  by  the  change. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  alluded  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  in 
his  remarks.  .Now,  he  contended  that  there  was  no 
clerk  ot  the  house  of  representatives — the  person 
now  presiding  being  the  clerk  of  the  last  house, 
and  that  he  had  no  authority  to  preside  over  this 
body.  The  rules,  too,  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
were  thelrules  of  the  last  house,  and  did  not  govern 
this  body.  He  considered,  then,  taking  this  view 
of  the  question,  that  the  only  proper  course  to  pur- 
sue would  be  to  call  a member  of  our  own  body 
to  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
house. 

Mr.  Ration  said  the  whole  difficulty  arose  from 
the  utter  impossibility  that  a body  not  yet  organized 
should  decide  on  the  rights  of  individuals  to  a seat 
in  it  when  Organized:  but  this  difficulty  was  inhe- 
rent in  the  case:  the  appointment  of  a chairman 
would  not  #lter  it:  it  arose  but  of  the  nature  of 
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things.  It  might  always  happen  that  men  would 
claim  a seat,  who,  on  examination,  would  be  found 
to  have  no  right  to  it:  but  no  injury  could  arise  lrom 
admitting  them,  because  the  house  could  always 
exclude  them  when  evidence  was  obtained:  and  if 
such  persons  had  decided  the  election  of  an  officer, 
the  house  could  remedy  the  evil  by  appointing 
another  officer.  There  was  the  same  difficulty  in 
electing  a chairman  as  a speaker:  unauthorized  per- 
sons might  as  easily  vote  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

Mr.  Robert  son  thought  Mr.  Patton  carried  his 
principle  to  extremes.  According  to  his  doctrine, 
a house  never  could  be  organized.  Sut  if  gentle- 
men consulted  common  sense,  all  difficulty  would 
cease.  If  the  body  had  a right  to  organize  itself,  it 
must,  as  an  incidental  right,  have  power  to  decide 
who  was  entitled  to  vote  on  its  organization.  A 
dozen  men  of  one  name  might  all  claim  the  place 
of  one;  were  they  all  to  be  admitted  because  their 
name  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  right  to  vote? 
Surely  not:  the  body  was  not  so  powerless.  Let 
those,  of  whose  right  there  was  no  reasonable  doubt, 
pass  on  the  claims  of  those  whose  right  was  doubt- 
ful. 

Mr.  Patton,  here  asked  who  was  to  decide  whe- 
ther there  was  reasonable  doubt  in  any  case  or  not? 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  members  might  be  admit- 
ted on  fair  credentials.  He  hoped  they  would 
choose  a chairman  and  let  these  be  submitted.  In 
the  case  of  Letcher  and  Moore  it  was  settled  by 
agreement  that  neither  should  vote  till  a speaker 
had  been  appointed:  let  the  same  thing  be  done  in 
this  case.  As  to  these  members  from  Mississippi, 
by  their  own  showing,  it  was  clear  as  light  that 
they  hail  no  right  to  a seat.  A member  of  congress 
could  be  elected  only  for  an  entire  term,  and  the 
governor  had  no  right  to  shorten  the  term.  The 
election  was  void. 

Mr.  R’lelt  considered  the  members  from  Missis- 
sippi as  well  entitled  to  a seat  as  himself;  he  had  no 
wish  to  exclude  them;  but  there  was  a manifest  im- 
propriety in  proceeding  further  without  a chairman 
and  without  credentials.  As  to  who  was  to  judge 
of  these  credentials  when  produced,  nothing  was 
simpler;  when  the  certilicates  were  read,  if  nobody 
questioned  them,  the  member  took  his  seat  at  once; 
if  any  objection  was  raised,  the  member  remained 
on  on  > side  till  after  the  house  was  organized,  and 
then  his  case  was  decided. 

Mr.  Patton  asked  who  was  to  judge  whether  the 
credentials  were  objectionable  or  not?  The  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  had  declared  his  intention  to 
object  to  every  man’s  right;  if  he  did,  how  was  the 
question  to  be  settled?  Members  must  be  received 
on  their  own  claim;  it  was  unavoidable. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass.,  said  it  had  been  suggested 
that  if  it  appeared  that  an  officer  had  been  elected 
by  an  illegal  vote  the  case  might  be  remedied:  now 
■as  the  vote  was  by  ballot,  how  was  the  house  to 
know  by  whose  vote  in  particular  such  officer  had 
been  appointed? 

Mr.  'Williams,  of  N.  C.  again  insisted  m univer- 
sal usage  as  authorizing  the  clerk  to  preside  in 
forming  the  house;  but,  besides  this  conmon  law, 
there  was  a statutory  enactment.  A mle  of  the 
house  declared  that  that  officer  was  to  be  consi- 
dered as  holding  his  place  till  another  w;s  appoint- 
ed. (He  read  the  rule.) 

Mr.  Wise  denied  the  binding  force  of  the  rule;  it 
did  not  bind  this  congress  at  all  till  il  had  been 
adopted.  ^ 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Hr.  Thomas, 
Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  MKay,  who 
referred  to  the  journals  of  the  first  congress. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  he  coincided  vith  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  in  one  opinion 
he  had  expressed.  He  believed  that  be  vote  of  the 
house  to  lay  on  the  table  the  propositon  of  the  gen- 
tleman over  the  way,  (Mr.  Mercer)  had  decided 
nothing.  He  can  renew  his  motbn  again.  But 
why  should  not  he  extend  this  prir’iple,  and  apply 
it  to  all  other  questions  which  nny  be  mooted? — 
Suppose  this  bodv  had  decided  itherwise  in  the 
case  just  disposed  of.  Suppose  i majority  had  re- 
fused to  lay  that  motion  on  the  able,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded to  adopt  the  motion  of  He  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Mercer.)  Suchi decision  would  not 
have  been  respected.  When  He  clerk  had  reached 
the  names  oT  the  members  etet  from  Mississippi, 
one  of  them  has  already  toldyou  he  will  repair  to 
the  table  to  b’  sworn.  Aid  in  thi3  he  is  right. 
Who  shall  infringe  the  rightsfor  which  he  contends? 
He  is  on?  of  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi.  He  ha  with  him  a certificate 
of  election,  signed  by  the  governor  of  that  state. 
He  appears  here  with  his  olleague,  witli  the  same 
power  to  take  his  scat  tha  we  each  have.  And 
they  have  as  much  authortv  to  question  our  right 
to  be  sworn  as  we  have  tr  dispute  theirs.  Con- 
vinced of  this,  I have  notdivided,  and  will  not  di- 


vide on  these  preliminary  questions.  It  is  obvious 
that  we  are  not  governed  by  the  rules  which  were 
adopted  for  the  guidance  of  the  last  congress.  We 
are  in  a disorganized  state,  and  it  is  in  the  power  of 
a very  few  members  to  keep  us  in  this  condition  for 
days,  weeks,  yea,  months.  The  members  of  this 
body  may  discuss  any  and  every  question  that  the 
mind  of  man  can  conceive;  and  who  shall  call  to 
order?  who  shall  stay  the  tide?  Who  shall  say  to  the 
wave  of  debate,  “thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  far- 
ther?” The  public  interests  may  sutler,  the  public 
business  may  be  neglected,  while  we,  the  chosen 
representatives  of  the  people,  stand  here  idly  chas- 
ing abstractions,  which  ought  to  be  sent  to  that 
place  described  in  Hudibras: 

“Where  entity  and  quiddity, 

And  ghosts  of  defunct  bodies  lie.” 

There  is  but  one  set  of  rules  by  which  we  can 
be  governed  They  must  have  their  origin  in  the 
good  sense  and  forbearance  of  this  body,  and  their 
validity  and  binding  force  must  be  found,  where 
alone  they  can  be  found,  in  the  universal  consent  of 
the  members  present.  In  this  way,  every  preced- 
ing congress  has  been  organized.  The  clerk  lmo 
oniUH  j oil,  the  members  nave  elected  their 

speaker,  and  then  each  member  elect,  on  present- 
ing himself,  has  been  qualified  to  take  his  seat.  If 
this  unvaried  custom  is  now  departed  from,  our 
difficulties  will  be  interminable.  If  the  certificates 
of  election  are  called  for,  may  it  not  be  said  they 
are  forged?  And  who  is  prepared,  in  conformity 
with  rigid  rules  of  evidence,  to  prove  the  contrary? 
We  have  no  committees  to  examine  into  the  truth 
of  any  allegation;  we  have  no  officers  to  serve  pro- 
cess, and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Even  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  take  the  chair,  may  have,  and 
doubtless  will  have,  his  right  to  do  so  contested. 
Is  he  prepared  to  meet  every' objection  that  may 
be  urged?  If  he  is,  there  are  few  members  of  this 
body  as  well  provided. 

Mr.  T.  insisted  that  no  practical  inconvenience 
could  be  produced  by  an  adherence  to  former  time- 
Jionored  practice.  Let  us  proceed  to  elect  the  offi- 
cers of  the  house;  let  the  usual  committee  of  elec- 
tions be  appointed,  and  if,  upon  examination,  it 
shall  appear  that  members  not  duly  authorised  to 
participate  in  the  election  of  our  officers  have  voted, 
that  will  be  good  cause  for  annulling  their  elections 
and  notwithstanding  we  vote  by  ballot,  a majority 
ot  the  house  can  and  will  correct  all  irregularities, 
after  we  shall  have  winnowed  the  chaff  from  the 
wheat,  by  vacating  such  seats,  if  any  ought  to  be 
vacated. 

Mr.  T.  contended  that  the  Kentucky  contested 
election  was  not  disposed  of  by  the  house  in  a 
manner  to  justify  gentlemen  in  claiming  that  to  be 
a precedent  for  the  present  movement.  In  that 
case,  each  of  the  parties  (Mi.  Moo»-o  Mr. 
Letcher)  presented  papers  purporting  to  be  certifi- 
cates of  election.  As  to  the  character  of  those  cer- 
tificates the  house  did  not  then  decide.  Every 
member  of  that  congress  must  remember  that  the 
parties  contending  for  the  vacant  seat,  the  house 
being  then  as  it  is  now,  waived  their  respective 
rights,  and  the  house  ratified  his  arrangement.  We 
have,  then,  unbroken  custom  for  our  guide,  and 
no  injustice  can  be  clone  to  any  portion  of  the 
American  people  by  a strict  adherence  to  this 
wholesome  and  convenient  usage. 

Mr.  Cashing  said  that,  in  the  case  of  Moore  and 
Letcher,  both  gentlemen  claimed  seats  upon  the 
floor.  Mr.  Moore  having  obtained  the  certificate 
of  several  of  the  sheriffs  of  his  district,  one  having 
refused  to  make  a return,  based  his  claim  to  a seat 
on  these  certificates.  Mr.  Letcherclaimed  the  seat, 
and  based  his  claim  upon  the  fact  which  showed 
that  he  had  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  district. 
In  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  case, an  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr. 
Letcher,  that  they  withdraw  until  the  house  was 
organized,  and  then  lay  the  matter  before  the  house. 
This  was  the  true  statement  of  the  case,  as  every 
gentleman  who  was  then  present  must  reeollect. 

Mr.  Robertson  then  read  an  extract  from  the 
journal  of  that  year,  to  show  that  the  house,  by 
general  consent,  agreed  to  pass  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Moore. 

Mr.  Cushing  replied  that  it  might  so  appear  oil 
the  journal,  but,  notwithstanding  that,  the  agree- 
ment between  the  two  gentlemen,  which  he  had 
before  alluded  to,  had  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
house,  and  they  voluntarily  withdrew. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  was  very  desirous  the 
house  should  proceed  in  its  organization.  Gentle- 
men were  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  house  was 
u nrlsr  no  law:  there  was  a law  which  bound  them, 
and  that  was  the  law  of  universal  practice — the 
common  law  of  parliament.  It  was  a mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  house  was  not  organized  until  a 
speaker  was  appointed;  there  was  a preliminary 


organization  which  enabled  it  to  act  as  a body.  As 
to  the  list  called  by  the  clerk,  he  formed  it,  according 
to  usage,  on  what  he  deemed  authentic  information; 
he  did  so  on  his  own  responsibility.  As  soon  as 
the  list  was  completed,  and  the  members  had  an- 
swered to  their  names,  they  formed  an  organized 
body,  and  might  proceed  to  elect  a speaker,  or  a 
clerk,  or  a committee  on  elections,  just  as  they 
thought  best;  or  might  at  once  proceed  to  decide  on 
the  credentials  of  individuals.  In  the  present  case, 
before  the  list  had  been  gone  through,  those  whose 
names  had  not  been  called  could  have  no  right 
whatever  to  vote,  any  more  than  the  surrounding 
spectators.  All  motions  at  present  were  therefore 
premature.  He  hoped  the  ancient  usage  would  be 
permitted  to  continue;  no  evil  could  result  from  it; 
no  advantage  could  be  taken  on  either  side.  Should 
a speaker  be  elected  by  unauthorized  votes,  the  evil 
might  be  corrected  by  the  choice  of  another  officer, 
for  he  held  his  seat  only  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
house.  It  was  true  that  the  rules  of  the  former 
congress  did  not  legally  bind  any  one,  but  he  was 
confident  gentlemen  would  all  feel  themselves 
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order  and  propriety,  as  constituting  the  law  of  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Holsey  insisted  that  the  question  should  be 
put  on  Mr.  Toucey’s  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  observed  that,  on  this  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  gentlemen  had  discussed  three  distinct 
subjects,  viz:  whether  the  former  clerk  was  cler’ 
of  this  house;  whether  he  was  entitled  to  act . 
chairman  in  its  organization;  and,  whether  tile  elec- 
tion in  Mississippi  was  held  according  to  the  con- 
stitution. But  the  real  question  was,  whether  they 
should  proceed,  according  to  ancient  precedent,  or 
should  adopt  a new  course,  and  appoint  a chairman. 
He  hoped  they  should  continue  to  pursue  the  old 
course.  The  clerk  held  his  seat  as  presiding  offi- 
cer by  the  unanimous  consent  of  those  present;  not 
as  clerk  of  the  house,  but  as  acting  chairman  of 
this  meeting  of  representatives.  Nobody  had  ob- 
jected to  his  doing  so;  he  acted  by  general  and 
tacit  consent.  He  held  the  papers  and  had  been  al- 
lowed to  put  questions  on  which  the  members  had 
voted.  Pie  hoped  they  would  proceed  to  complete 
the  roll. 

Mr.  Mercer  replied  to  Mr.  Everett’s  remarks,  with 
most  of  which  lie  was  understood  to  agree;  but  ob- 
jected to  the  doctrine  that  no  motion  could  be  put 
until  the  roll  was  completed;  surely  a motion  to 
adjourn  might  be  put  and  acted  on.  He  defended 
the  propriety  of  his  motion,  both  as  to  its  substance 
and  as  to  the  time  of  making  it.  The  list  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  was  without  authority,  and  he 
had  appealed  to  the  members  to  know  if,  in  the 
case  of  the  delegates  from  Mississippi,  it  was  to  be 
overruled.  This  was  not  a mere  abstraction,  as 
tho  gontlavnnn  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Thomas ) had 
contended,  but  a practical  question  -..n-i  import- 
ance, and  one  which  the  house  ought  to  decide, 
and  which  they  would  virtually  decide,  one  way 
or  the  other,  let  the  vote  go  as  it  would. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  laying  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Rhett  on  the  table,  it  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority;  whereupon  the  calling  of  the  roll 
was  resumed  and  completed,  and  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  its  officers. 


PRINTER  TO  THE  HOUSE. 

As  the  election  of  this  functionary  has  caused 
some  discussion,  and  not  a little  excitement  among 
all  parties  here,  the  following  brief  sketch  of  the 
debate  on  the  subject  on  Wednesday  last,  with  the 
remarks  of  the  parties  on  one  or  the  other  of  whom 
it  was  then  supposed  the  choice  might  fall,  may  not 
be  unacceptable  to  our  readers: 

From,  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Brief  sketch  of  the  debate  on  the  election  of  a printer. 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  having  moved  a 
resolution  that  the  farther  bolloting  for  a public 
printer  be  suspended  till  the  third  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember inst.  and  that  some  one  be  employed  by  the 
clerk  to  do  the  work  in  the  mean  time,  and  a motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  having  failed  by  five  votes* 
Mr.  Pickens  moved  an  amendment  proposing  that 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  should  let 
out  the  printing  by  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
which  lie  afterwards  modified  by  a proviso  that  the 
prices  paid  should  not  be  higher  than  those  now 
fixed  by  law,  and  that  the  effect  of  the  resolution 
should  continue  till  the  1st  Monday  of  December 
next. 

On  this  amendment  a debate  arose,  the  leading 
points  of  which  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: 

The  amendment  was  advocated  on  the  ground 
that  the  press  bad  for  years  past  been  virtually  sub- 
sidized by  the  government,  and  rendered  a danger- 
ous instrument  of  despotism.  That  this  evil  lay  at 
the  root  of  all  the  others  which  afflict  the  country, 
and  furnish  a solution  of  the  extraordinary  phe- 
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liomenon  that  an  intelligent  and  free  people  should 
have  submitted  to  what  had  been  done  by  the  ex- 
isting administration  and  its  predecessor;  and  that 
the  present  was  a favorable  opportunity  to  divorce 
forever  the  government  from  the  political  press  of 
the  country — a connexion  as  ruinous  as  could  be 
that  with  the  banks  or  the  church.  Let  a press  be 
established  on  government  funds  expressly  to  do 
the  public  printing  of  congress,  and  that  only;  or 
let  it  be  put  out  by  contract,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  supplies  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  house 
had  endeavored  to  elect  a printer,  but  had  not  been 
able,  after  consuming  nearly  two  days  in  the  effort, 
to  effect  it;  why  spend  more  time,  especially  at 
such  a crisis,  when  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were 
intently  fixed  on  congress  to  see  what  was  to  be 
done  to  relieve  its  difficulties?  Let  both  parties 
agree  to  compromise,  and  give  the  work  and  its 
emoluments  not  to  a politician  or  party  editor,  but 
to  whoever,  of  whatever  party,  would  do  it  on  the 
lowest  terms. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  house  was 
bound,  by  a joint  resolution,  having  the  force  of 
law,  to  elect  its  own  printer  by  ballot,  and  both  the 
resolution  and  amendment  went  to  violate  that  law. 
Besides,  it  would  only  De  doing  indirectly  what  the 
house  had  refused  directly  to  do,  namely,  to  give 
the  public  printing  to  the  Globe;  for,  owing  to  the 
immense  patronage  which  had  been  heaped  upon 
that  press,  its  proprietors  could  afford  to  underbid 
any  ‘honest  competitor.  The  effect  would  be  to 
sanction  the  loco  foco  position  assumed  in  the  mes- 
sage, and  to  bring  a great  steam  power  to  aid  the 
loco  foco  influence  throughout  the  country.  It  wa3 
true  the  people  were  looking  to  congress  with  anxi- 
ety; but  they  did  not  desire  it  to  violate  law.  The 
election  had  been  entered  upon,  let  it  be  completed; 
it  must  be  done,  sooner  or  later,  and  what  was  the 
advantage  of  postponing  it?  Was  it  that  the  Globe 
might  get  the  job  by  default? 

The  amendment  having  been  slightly  amended  was 
then  adopted,  112  to  109;  and  the  question  recur- 
ring on  the  original  resolutions  as  amended. 

Mr.  Wise  proposed  that  the  printing  be  divided 
equally  between  the  Madisonian  and  the  National 
Intelligencer  until  the  1st  Monday  of  December 
next. 

But,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  house  re- 
sumed the  balloting  for  a public  printer  to  the 
house. 

Four  succeeding  ballotings  having  left  the  elec- 
tions till  further  from  being  decided  than  ever, 

Mr.  Taylor , of  New  York,  proposed  that  the 
printers  for  the  last  congress  continueto  do  the  work 
until  another  shall  be  appointed.  But  this  was 
laid  on  the  table  without  debate — 123  to  100. 

Mr.  Boon  thereupon  moved  a resolution  that  the 
printer  be  chosen  viva  voce. 

On  this  motion  a very  spirited  debate  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  Patton.  J3 Dawson,  Boon, 
js.-;s5o,  wise,  Gholson,  Foster,  Underwood,  Pope, 
and  Robinson  took  part. 

Mr.  Patton  and  Mr.  Bouldin  took  the  Virginia 
ground  in  favor  of  viva  voce  voting  in  all  cases; 
contended  for  the  right  of  constituents  to  know  all 
the  public  acts  of  their  representative,  and  insisted 
that  all  arguments  for  the  ballot  in  preference  were 
at  last  resolvable  into  the  principle  of  hypocrisy, 
and  a wish  for  concealment  from  somebody. 

It  was  objected  that  the  law  of  1819  required  the 
election  to  be  by  ballot. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  Mr.  Patton,  that  the 
law  was  unconstitutional  and  void;  but  he  was  af- 
terwards reminded  that  the  constitution  provided 
the  ballot  in  the  highest  of  all  elections  by  the 
house,  viz:  that  of  a president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawson  wanted  to  know  why,  after  nine 
ballotings,  it  was  now  suddenly  proposed  to  vote 
openly?  Some  discovery  seemed  to  have  been  made; 


Mr.  Briggs  urged  the  objection  from  the  law  of 
1819;  denied  that  the  printer  was  an  “officer”  of 
the  house.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  inflicting  such 
a stigma  on  the  house  merely  to  gratify  an  invidi- 
ous, disappointed  man.  It  was  beneath  the  dignity 
of  the  representatives  of  freemen.  If  their  consti- 
tuents could  not  trust  them  to  act  in  a case  like  this, 
the  days  of  the  republic  were  indeed  numbered. 

Mr.  Wise  rejoiced  at  the  bold,  open,  manly  ground 
taken  by  his  colleague.  It  had  been  said,  on  this 
occasion,  that  old  Virginia  was  wanting  in  nerve. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  an  end  of  that  charge. 
Virginia  would  vote  the  conservative  candidate 
viva  voce.  He  would  himself  bet  on  the  while 
plume.  Gentlemen  talked  of  the  distress  and  the 
delay:  he  remembered  when  they  mocked  at  public 
distress,  and  called  it  panic.  He  would  now  mock 
them  in  turn,  and  retort  their  own  language — “groan, 
sinners,  groan.”  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
alluded  to  the  imputation  of  slavery  in  the  house 
implied  in  the  resolution.  The  imputation  was  too 
just.  The  fact  was  so.  You  could  not  ask  in  this 
house  the  question  of  Brutus,  “who  is  here  so  base 
that  he  would  be  a bondman?”  This  was  the  truth: 
the  house  was  not  independent,  and  had  not  been 
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was  so  strong  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
needed  a veil  for  safety.  But  (said  Mr.  W.)  it  has 
gone  beyond  that:  no  veil  will  hide  you.  You  are 
every  man  of  you  marked.  Your  doom  is  sealed. 
We  all  know  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  going 
into  a viva  voce  vote — some  of  you  will  offend  the 
president. 

Mr.  Gholson  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He 
denied  the  charge  of  a want  of  independence.  He 
should  vote  fearlessly  as  a representative  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi,  and  so  would  every  democrat  in 
the  house.  There  might  be  some  who  had  chang- 
ed their  principles  since  they  first  entered  the  house, 
who  would  act  otherwise.  He  represented  a peo- 
ple whose  patriotism  went  beyond  their  pockets. 
They  had  submitted  to  their  share  of  public  evil, 
and  should  do  so.  He  referred  to  the  influence  of 
bank  rags  in  the  house,  and  attributed  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  press  to  great  moneyed  corporations. 
One  press  had  been  bought  up  at  the  cost  of  $52,000* 
As  to  their  doom  being  sealed,  the  president  had 
better  employment  than  to  be  hunting  down  con- 
servative voters.  He  adverted  to  the  delay,  and 
threw  the  blame  on  the  other  side  of  the  house. 
Mr.  Foster  regretted  the  heat  which  had  been 


the  presence  of  a third  party,  of  small  strength,  but 
great  spirit,  that  third  party  being  an  . entity  of  re- 
cent origin,  but  having  decidedly  more  affinity  to  the 
whigs  than  to  the  party  represented  by  the  go- 
ernment  paper,  from  whose  side  it  has  been  created. 

The  whigs  of  the  house  of  representatives  mani- 
fested their  faith  by  voting  steadily  through  the 
whole  of  the  first  day  for  the  candidate  whom  they 
preferred.  They  would  probably  have  voted  in  the 
same  way  up  to  this  time,  but  for  considerations 
which  had  greatweight  with  them,  and  which  were 
entitled  to  it.  It  came  to  be  understood  by  them 
that  the  supporters  of  the  Madisonian  could  not 
bring  themselves  to  vote  for  the  editors  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  which  has  been  so  long  an  an- 
tagonist of  the  party  by  which  they  w:ere  elected  to 
congress.  They  might,  perhaps,  au  pis  alter,  after 
a tedious  struggle,  have  given  votes  enough  to  make 
a majority  in  their  favor.  Meantime,  however,  the 
public  interest  was  suffering:  the  business  for 
which  congress  has  been  especially  convoked  was 
lying  cold  on  the  clerk’s  table,  and,  if  the  friends  of 
all  the  candidates  stubbornly  held  out,  might  there 
lie  for  an  indefinite  time,  keeping  the  whole  coun- 
try in  a state  of  suspense  and  anxiety.  The  whigs, 
annarently  reasoning  in  this  manner,  appear  to  have 
come,  one  alter  another,  to  the  conclusion,  (which 
the  country  will  probably  consider  as  the  wise  one), 
as  the  “conservatives”  would  not  unite  with  them, 
to  unite  with  the  “conservatives,”  and  elect  their 
man.  / . 

The  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  the  prediction 
which  we  made  on  Monday  last,  as  to  the  probable 
exhibition  of  an  independent  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  present  house  of  representatives,  is  already  re- 
alized. The  votes  of  the  house,  on  several  ques- 
tions, by  yeas  and  nays,  shewed  a clear  majority 
of  about  twenty-five  votes  directly  condemning  and 
rebuking  the  whole  scheme  embraced  in  the  late 
message  of  the  president,  and  generally  the  doc- 
trines which  have  been  promulged  through  official 
channels  as  those  of  the  administration,  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

Mr.  Allen,  we  have  stated,  has  been  chosen  prin- 
ter to  the  house.  But,  to  save  the  necessity  of  ex- 
planation hereafter,  it  is  perhaps  proper  to  antici- 
pate inquiry,  and  state,  that,  as  Mr.  Allen’s  estab- 
lishment here  is  of  recent  date,  he  has  not  had  time 
to  build  up  such  an  office  as  is  required  for  the  bu- 
siness of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  print- 
ing will  therefore  be  executed  for  him,  for  the  pre- 


manifested; declared  himself  ready  to  avow  his  I sent,  at  the  office  attached  to  the  establishment  of  the 
course  openly;  thought  the  resolution  not  very  I National  Intelligencer,  in  which  the  same  work  has 
creditable  to  men  situated  as  they  were;  conjectur-  been  heretofore  executed,  when  its  proprietors  were 


ed  as  to  the  reasons  for  introducing  it;  if  it  was  in- 
tended to  intimidate,  in  regard  to  one  man  at  least 
that  purpose  would  fail.  He  denied  the  right  of 
the  house  to  vote  on  this  election  otherwise  than  by 
ballot;  denied  that  a printer,  though  a servant  of 
the  house,  was  its  officer;  contended  that  though 
the  law  of  1819  had  indeed  been  violated  in  point 
of  time,  that  was  no  reason  it  should  be  violated  as 
to  the  mode  of  electing.  He  would  not  consent  to 
trample  on  the  law  of  the  land.  There  were  some 
considerations  of  expediency.  None  could  expect 
to  carry  the  election  on  the  first  ballot;  but  all  hav- 
ing voted  openly,  pride  would  prevent  men  from 
changing  their  vote,  and  how  much  time  would  be 
consumed  in  the  struggle! 

Mr.  Underwood  urged  the  last  objection,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  course  adopted  in  Kentucky  would 
be  necessary,  viz:  to  drop  the  candidate  who  had  the 
fewest  votes.  Otherwise,  they  never  could  come 
to  an  election. 

Mr.  Pope  was  willing  all  his  votes  should  be 
known,  but  considered  the  resolution  as  reflecting 
on  the  house.  He  adverted  to  the  public  distress, 
and  the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  union  in  such 
a crisis;  complained  of  the  consumption  of  time; 


some  gentlemen  had  not  acted  in  conformity  with  right  of  the  house  to  vote  otherwise 

,i  l.  zi.  .......  i i i than  hv  ha  I or.  and  ronrlndpd  hv  pvnrpnQir.cr  a hnnn 


the  wishes  of  others,  and  it  was  required  that  the 
votes  of  all  should  be  known.  If  there  was  any 
secret  fact  of  this  sort,  known  only  to  the  mover  of 
this  resolution,  he  wished  it  to  be  known.  If  it  was 
merely  intended  to  place  in  the  harness  gentlemen 
who  were  a little  chafed,  and  seemed  unwilling  to 
draw  in  the  old  yoke,  such  gentlemen  were  stabbed 
by  the  resolution  with  the  imputation  that  they 
dared  not  act  independently  even  in  the  election  of 
a printer!  He  wished  his  constituents  to  under- 
stand the  reason  of  so  novel  a movement. 

Mr.  Boon  disavowed  the  purpose  to  stab  any 
man,  and  only  regretted  that  the  resolution  had  not 
been  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the  election. 
He  avowed  himself  a party  man  for  principle,  and 
hoped  he  should  ever  so  continue.  As  to  his  mo- 
tives, gentlemen  would  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

An  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Patton,  to  add 
“and  all  other  officers,”  was  now  carried  without  a 
count. 


than  by  ballot,  and  concluded  by  expressing  a hope 
that  the  resolution  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  he  postponed,  and  intimated 
his  purpose  to  offer  as  a substitute  a resolution  di- 
viding the  public  printing  among  different  persons, 
not  exceeding  four,  neither  of  whom  should  be  an 
editor  of  a newspaper. 

While  the  question  was  pending  on  the  motion 
to  postpone,  the  house  adjourned. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  8th  inst. 

The  house  of  representatives  yesterday  brought 
to  an  end  a contest,  which  had  lasted  for  three  days, 
by  electing  Thomas  Allen,  editor  of  the  Madisonian, 
to  be  printer  to  that  body  for  the  present  congress. 

Every  intelligent  observer  of  the  progress  and 
incidents  of  this  election  will  discover  in  it  the  evi- 
dence of  a struggle  between  two  great  parties,  pre- 
vented from  mastering  each  other  in  the  contest  by 


printers  to  the  house. 

From  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  8th  inst. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  columns,  that,  after  three 
day’s  voting,  the  opposition  united  with  some  fif- 
teen members  representing  constituencies  friendly 
to  the  administration,  and  have  conferred  on  Mr. 
Allen,  editor  of  the  Madisonian,  the  printing  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  We  do  not  complain  of 
this.  Divide  and  conquer  is  tile  only  policy  which 
can  lead  tie  federal  party  to  success.  That  they 
should  seize  the  occasion  of  the  fresh  disorders 
which  they  have  produced  in  the  country  to  create 
dissensionin  the  ranks  of  the  democracy,  is  natural. 
Their  insthets  must  have  been  dead,  to  have  failed 
them  in  such  a crisis;  but,  so  far  as  we  are  concern- 
ed, they  will  be  disappointed,  if  they  anticipate  from 
the  Globe  i course  calculated  to  drive  from  the  par- 
ty a solitary  individual  inclined  to  give  it  an  honest 
support. 

From  thedawn  of  manhood  to  this  hour  we  have 
devoted  ourefiorts  to  the  democratic  cause.  We 
will  not  rela(  exertions  now,  when  new  difficulties 
require  them  If  we  could  have  consented  to  pur- 
chase ease  an!  affluence  at  the  price  of  principle, 
it  would  not  lave  been  a hard  task  to  have  suited 
the  complexidj  of  our  print  to  the  interests  that 
have  sought  to 'ecure  its  advocacy.  But  we  have 
been  educated  i\  top  stern  a school  to  value  money 
more  than  thosetast  and  patriotic  principles  which 
have  given  us  a character  with  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  which  wi  place  above  all  price.  If  this 
were  not  so,  the  iiflexible  course  we  have  pursued 
for  eight  years  und\r  the  past  and  present  adminis- 
trations, might  have  been  paralyzed  by  the  secret 
appliances  of  that  mjneyed  power  which  has  made 
the  seduction  of  thehress  a part  of  its  policy,  and 
which  has  carried  sopiariy  from  the  ranks  of  the 
democracy  to  the  rank  of  the  enemy. 

We  take  a pride  in  Insuring  the  great  body  of  the 
democratic  party  in  ingress,  that  we  are  made 
stronger,  not  dishearten'd,  by  defeat.  The  stead- 
fast and  unbroken  fronithey  presented  throughout 
the  balloting  of  three  dais,  is  infinitely  more  grati- 
fying than  any  victory  which  could  be  achieved 
without  them.  We  Eturn  them  our  heartfelt 
thanks.  We  will  justifytheir  good  opinion. 
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CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

September  6.  Mr.  Hubbard  moved  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  rules  of  the  senate  as  would  provide  for 
the  election  of  a standing  committee  on  patents  and 
the  patent  office,  and  asked  for  its  consideration  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  a wish  that  the  motion  should 
lie  on  the  table,  as  usual,  till  to-morrow.  No  man, 
he  said,  had  come  with  greater  reluctance  than  he, 
to  attend  this  special  meeting  of  congress;  but,  as 
congress  was  now  assembled,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  country,  he 
would  be  still  more  reluctant  to  return  home  till  he 
should  see  some  broad,  comprehensive,  and  effectu- 
al relief  provided  for  the  embarrassments  of  the 
currency  and  the  distress  of  the  country. 

But  he  wished  to  ask  what  was  the  design  of  ap- 
pointing all  the  general  committees  at  this  session, 
if  its  proceedings  were  to  be  limited,  as  the  presi- 
dent’s message  had  intimated,  to  the  special  subject 
for  which  congress  was  assembled.  If  there  was 
nothing  to  be  done  on  these  general  subjects,  what 
could  be  the  use  of  appointing  cummiuees  to  con- 
sider them?  He  wished  to  be  informed  by  those  in 
whose  hands  is  the  destiny  of  the  country,  whether 
they  design-  to  go  home  without  doing  any  thing 
effectual,  or  to  launch  out  upon  a course  oflegisla- 
tiou,  at  least  so  far  as  to  provide  all  practicable 
means  to  remedy  the  evils  with  which  the  country 
is  afflicted. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  he  regretted  as  much  as  the 
senator  could  do,  that  there  was  any  cause  for  their 
coming  together  at  this  time.  But  congress  had 
assembled,  and  the  two  houses  were  organized;  and 
he  deemed  it  their  imperative  duty  to  appoint  their 
standing  committees  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  And  while  they  should  remain  in  session, 
he  also  deemed  it  their  imperative  duty  to  receive 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  people,  on  what- 
ever subject,  and  to  act  upon  them.  Mr.  II.  was 
as  desirous  as  any  one  to  bring  the  session  speedily 
to  a close,  but  while  it  should  continue,  he  was  not 
willing  to  omit  any  of  the  various  duties  which 
might  properly  devolve  upon  them.  He  hoped 
they  might  adjourn  at  an  early  day,  and  might  yet 
be  able  to  do  something  to  relieve  the  community. 

The  motion  providing  for  a standing  committee 
on  patents  and  the  patent  offices,  lies  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committees  of  the 
senate  be  appointed  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

Sept.  7.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate 
took  up  for  consideration  the  resolution  to  amend 
the  rules  so  as  to  embrace  the  subject  of  patents 
among  the  standing  committees  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Grundy  made  some  observations  in  support 
of  the  resolution  urging  the  necessity  of  a commit- 
tee on  patents  and  the  patent  office,  the  want  of 
which  experience  had  fully  established.  The  reso- 
lution was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  delegates  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  formation  of  a Macad- 
amized turnpike  from  the  Cumberland  road  toLake 
Erie. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  at  present  merely 
move  that  this  memorial  be  laid  upon  the  tatle  and 
printed,  as  he  thought  congress  would  not,  at  this 
session,  go  into  general  business.  Should  he  be  in 
error  in  this  supposition,  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  sin- 
cerely hoped  he  was  not,  he  should  then  move  the 
reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Buchanan  also  presented  a petition  from 
Joseph  Morrison,  president  of  Alleghany  College, 
Meadeville,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  grant  of 
a township  of  land  for  the  use  of  that  institution; 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a memorial  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Mississippi,  concerning  a mail  route  in 
that  state;  and  also  a letter  from  the  executive  of 
the  state,  enclosing  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Maryland  concerning  the  franking  privi- 
lege, approving  some  and  disapproving  others  of 
the  said  resolutions.  The  memorial  and  communi- 
cation were,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  the  chairmen  of  the  several 
standing  committees.  After  the  balloting  had  been 
some  time  proceeded  in, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  as  the  com- 
plexion of  the  senate  was  well  known,  he  thought 
this  waste  of  time  might  be  avoided  by  leaving  it, 
ori  the  present  occasion,  as  had  been  the  practice  at 


some  times  formerly,  to  the  vice  president  to  appoint 
the  committees. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Grundy, 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  partici- 
pated, Mr.  Clay’s  proposition  was  agreed  to  without 
dissent,  and  by  general  consent  the  vice  president 
was  authorized  to  appoint  the  several  committees, 
and  time  for  this  purpose  given  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  three  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, transmitted  with  the  message  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  be  printed  in  lieu  of  the  num- 
ber first  ordered.  Agreed  to. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama,  went  into  secret  session  on  executive  bu- 
siness; after  which,  on  opening  the  doors,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

September  8.  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Davis,  sena- 
tors from  Massachusetts,  appeared  to-day  in  their 
seats. 

The  chair  announced  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  vested  in  him  yesterday  by  the 

n<m  o.rrmiuecl  the  following  members  of  the 
various  standing  committees  of  the  senate. 

On  foreign  relations.  Mr.  Buchanan,  chairman, 
Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Rives. 

On  finance.  Mr.  Wright,  chairman,  Mr.  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Nioholas,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Hubbard. 

On  commerce.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  chairman, 
Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Ruggles,  Mr.  Norvell. 

On  manufactures.  Mr.  Niles,  chairman,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Pierce. 

On  agriculture.  Mr.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  chair- 
man, Mr.  Spence,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr. 
Black. 

On  military  affairs.  Mr.  Benton,  chairman,  Mr. 
Preston,  Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Allen. 

On  the  militia.  Mr.  Wall,  chairman,  Mr.  Swift, 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Mouton,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Indiana. 

On  naval  affairs.  Mr.  Rives,  chairman,  Mr. 
Southard,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. 

On  public  lands.  Mr.  Walker,  chairman,  Mr. 
Fulton,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr. 
Prentiss. 

On  private  land  claims.  Mr.  Linn,  chairman, 
Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Mouton,  Mr.  Lyon. 

On  Indian  affairs.  Mr.  White,  chairman,  Mr. 
Sevier,  Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Swift. 

On  claims.  Mr.  Hubbard,  chairman,  Mr.  Tip- 
ton.  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Young. 

On  revolutionary  claims.  Mr.  Brown,  chairman, 
Mr.  White,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Norvell,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

On  the  judiciary.  Mr.  Grundy,  chairman,  Mr. 
Morris,  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads.  Mr.  Robinson, 
chairman,  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Niles. 

On  roads  and  canals.  Mr.  Tipton,  chairman, 
Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. 

On  pensions.  Mr.  Morris,  chairman,  Mr.  Se- 
vier, Mr.  Prentiss,  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  Roane. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  Kent,  chair- 
man, Mr.  King,  of  Ala.  Mr.  Nicholas,  Mr.  Roane, 
Mr.  Allen. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office.  Mr.  Ruggles, 
chairman,  Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Prentiss, 
Mr.  Robinson. 

On  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate.  Mr. 
McKean,  chairman,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Black. 

On  engrossed  bills.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Mr.  Norvell. 

On  enrolled  bills.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Con.  Mr.  Lyon, 
Mr.  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  and  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury’s  report  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  finance 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  appropriate 
parts  of  the  same  documents  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented  a memorial  praying  for  a 
national  bank; 

And  Mr.  Grundy  a memorial  on  the  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  country;  both  which  were 
referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  6.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Vermont,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  furnish  each 
member  with  a printed  diagram  of  the  house. 


The  house  having  then  resumed  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  election  of  a 
printer  to  this  house, 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  offered  a resolution, 
that  the  farther  balloting  be  suspended  until  the  third 
Monday  of  September  instant;  and  that  in  the  mean 
while  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy somebody  to. execute  the  printing  ordered  by 
the  house,  on  the  same  terms  as  heretofore  pre- 
scribed. Mr.  Cushing  opposed  the  resolution,  as 
proposing  to  do  indirectly  what  the  house,  by  a 
vote  of  125  to  100,  had  yesterday  refused  to  do.  Mr. 
Grennell  moved  to  lay  Ihe  resolution  on  the  table. 
On  this  motion  Mr.  Haynes  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted  as 
follows,  viz:  yeas  109,  nays  114:  so  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  an  amend- 
ment requiring  that  the  contract  for  printing  should 
be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder,  under  the  regulations 
horotufuic  piescrlljecl  fvi  che  execution  of  the  work. 
He  supported  the  motion  by  a very  animated  speech; 
to  which  Mr.  Bronson  having  replied,  Mr.  Sherrod 
Williams  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
containing  a proviso  that  the  work  should  be  let  to 
some  person  who  was  not  an  editor  of  any  news- 
paper. After  a brief  discussion,  however,  Mr. 
Williams  withdrew  the  last  amendment. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  modified  his  amendment  by 
adding  a proviso  that  the  prices  paid  should  not  ex- 
ceed those  now  fixed  by  law,  and  extending  the 
effect  of  the  amendment  till  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next.  Mr.  Coles,  of  Virginia,  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  the 
latter  part  of  it,  and  substitute  the  appointment  of 
a committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  se- 
parating the  emoluments  of  the  printing  done  for 
this  house  from  the  newspaper  presses  of  the  coun- 
try; but  it  was  rejected  without  debate.  After  a 
discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  McKennan,  Wise,  Un- 
derwood, Robertson,  Pickens,  Briggs,  Glascock  and 
Hoffman  took  part,  Mr.  Reed  moved  an  amend- 
ment, requiring  that  the  quality  of  the  paper  used  be 
provided  for  in  the  contract,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens  was  then  carried 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  112,  nays  109; 
but,  after  some  brief  discussion,  the  whole  subject 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  laid  on  the  table; 
and  the  house  resumed  the  balloting  for  printer,  of 
which  the  results  were  as  follow: 

Sixth  ballot. 


Total  number 

- 

230 

Necessary  to  a choice 

- 

116 

For  Gales  & Seaton  - 

- 

93 

Blair  & Rives 

- 

107 

Thomas  Allen 

- 

27 

Blank 

- 

3 

Seventh  ballot. 

Total  number 

- 

228 

Necessary  to  a choice 

- 

115 

For  Gales  & Seaton  - 

- 

81 

Blair  & Rives 

101 

Thomas  Allen 

- 

42 

Blank  ... 

- 

4 

Eighth  ballot. 

Total  number 

- 

227 

Necessary  to  a choice 

- 

114 

For  Gales  &;  Seaton  - 

- 

68 

Blair  & Rives 

- 

101 

Thomas  Allen 

- 

53 

Blank  ... 

- 

5 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  now  offered  a resolu- 
tion that  the  printer  for  the  last  congress  continue 
to  execute  the  printing  of  the  house  until  another 
should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the 
table;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Taylor  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  123,  nays  100.  So  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  carried.  Mr.  Boon  rose  to  offer 
a resolution.  Mr.  Taliaferro  inquired  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  receive  any  resolution  while  the 
house  was  engaged  in  the  election?  The  chair  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  in  the  absence  of  any  con- 
trary rule.  The  resolution  being 'read,  proposed 
that  the  votes  for  printer  be  given  viva  voce.  On 
this  resolution  Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Patton  wish- 
ed the  resolution  extended  to  all  future  electioris,  of 
every  kind. 

Mr  Everett  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table.  On  this  motion  Mr.  Boon  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  ta- 
ken, stood  as  follows,  viz: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Aycrigg,  Alexander, 
Heman  Allen,  John  AV.  Allen,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Bordon,  Briggs,  Bronson,  AVilliam  B.  Calhoun, 
John  Calhoon,  AVilliam  B.  Campbell,  John  Camp- 
bell, Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
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His,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Filmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead, Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Holtinan, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
s on,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Malory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Mathias  Mor- 
ris, Calvary  Morris,  iVaylor,  Noyes,  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ren- 
cher,  Rhett,  Ridgeway,  Rumsey,  Rtissell,  Sergeant, 
Augustine  H.  Shepherd,  Charles  Shepard,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Smith,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stratton,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Poland,  Underwood,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Yorke — 88. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng 
Timothy  Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Gilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crnig,  Cushman,  Tlawcnn.  Tlavee. 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn, Edwards,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gar- 
land, Gholson,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Herod,  Holsey,  Hoit,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
William  H.  Hunter,  Ingram,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smith,Leadbetter,  Logan,  ArphaXed  Loomis,  James 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, -Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken, 
Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shefier, 
Shipler,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Vail, 
Vendeveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  John 
White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherod  Williams, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Worthington — 132. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as 
to  extend  the  resolution  to  the  election  of  all  other 
officers.  The  further  proceedings  on  the  subject 
continued  until  near  six  o’clock,  when,  without 
taking  a final  question,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday  Sept.  7.  The  house  having  resumed 
the  subject  which  was  depending  on  yesterday’s 
adjournment, 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  amend  the  pending  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Boon,  which  proposed  to  conduct  the 
selection  of  a public  printer  viva  voce,  by  striking 
out  nil  after  the  word  resolved,  and  substituting 
two  propositions:  1st.  Tliat  tho  public  printing 
ought  io  be  separated,  as  far  as  practicable,  from 
all  Leonnexion  with  the  political  press.  2d.  That 
the  clerk  be  authorized  to  divide  it  among  the  dif- 
ferent printing  establishments  in  Washington,  not 
exceeding  four,  subject  to  the  existing  rules  as  to 
prices.  He  supported  the  motion  by  a few  remarks, 
expressive  of  his  desire  to  save  the  time  of  the 
house,  and  avoid  a protracted  struggle. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  assenting  in  the  ab- 
stract to  the  propriety  of  the  first  proposition,  de- 
clared, nevertheless,  his  conviction  of  its  utter  im- 
practicability, and  his  determination  to  vote  against 
it. on  that  ground.  To  the  measure  of  dividing  and 
.distributii.ig  the  work,  he  was  wholly  opposed. 
The  house  must  either  elect  a printer,  or  appoint 
■an  agent.  Ke  avowed  himself  as  one  of  the  little 
band  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Allen;  disclaimed  all 
personal  hostility  to  the  editors  of  the  Globe,  but 
said  he  was  jpteo.ged  to  principles  on  which  that 
paper  was  pledged  to  make  war:  and  on  that  ground 
he  must  vote  against  them.  For  Gales  and  Seaton 
he  could  not  vote  under  any  circumstances.  And 
if,  in  voting  as  he  did,  he  should  hereafter  discover 
he  had  been  voting  for  a wolf  in  sheep’s  clothing, 
when  he  found  it  out,  he  should  alter  his  course. 
But  the  wrath  of  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  should  ever 
drive  him  from  his  principles.  His  party  had  been 
called  conservatives,  and  he  did  not  object  to  the 
name.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Wise)  had  said  they 
were  marked,  as  so  many  fatted  calves  for  the 
slaughter.  He  hoped  it  was  not  so.  But  come 
what  might,  he  Was  not  to  be  driven  from  his 
ground.  All  he  sought  was  the  approbation  of  his 
.own  conscience. 

Mr.  Wise  explained. 

Mr.  Garland  resumed:  said  he  had  sought  no 
controversy  with  any  political  friend;  if  it  came, 
it  must  be  forced  on  him  by  others.  He  referred  to 
the  stern  Roman  who  had  presided  at  the  execution 
of  his  own  son  fora  violation  of  military  discipline, 
although  he  had  thereby  gained  a splendid  victory. 
His  own  maxim  should  be  first  his  country,  and  then 
that  party  with  whom  he  could  the  most  honestly 
act.  On  this  principle  he  stood,  and  come  execra- 


tion or  approbation,  on  this  he  was  resolved  to  live 
or  die. 

A member  who  said  he  also  had  voted  for  Mr. 
Allen,  believing  this  discussion  had  better  be  de- 
ferred, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment 
on  the  table,  to  which  the  house,  refusing  the  yeas 
and  nays,  agreed. 

So  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Boon,  with  Mr.  Robert- 
son's amendment,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  being  about  again  to  ballot,  Mr. 
Graves  ottered  a resolution  that  the  clerk  be  em- 
powered to  employ  Thomas  Allen  to  execute  the 
public  printing  until  a printer  should  be  chosen. 

After  some  desultory  discussion,  he  withdrew 
the  motion. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the 


Ninth  ballot. 

Total  number  of  votes  - - 228 

Necessary  to  a choice  - 115 

For  Gales  and  Seaton  - - 48 

Blair  and  Rives  ...  104 

A ] 1 Oil  - _ 

Blank  - - - 3 

Green  ....  l 

Clarke  - - - 1 

Force  ....  i 


Mr.  Howard  nowoifered  a resolution  that  the  fur- 
ther balloting  be  suspended  until  the  third  Monday 
of  September  instant,  and  that,  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  clerk  employ  the  printers  to  the  last  congress 
until  that  day. 

Mr.  H.  supported  the  resolution  by  a speech,  in 
which  he  referred  to  the  amount  of  printing  alrea- 
dy ordered,  and  which  was  so  much  needed  to  con- 
vey to  the  people  the  knowledge  of  what  was  pass- 
ing here,  and  which  would  enable  their  representa- 
tives further  to  learn  their  will;  to  the  matters  sta- 
ted in  the  message  of  the  president  as  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  house;  the  extension  of  the  mer- 
chants’ bonds,  and  especially  the  decision  as  to  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
states.  On  that  subject,  whatever  course  should 
be  adopted,  there  must  be  a report  and  a bill,  and  a 
debate,  yet  no  committee  was  yet  appointed,  and 
in  three  weeks  the  time  for  the  distribution  would 
have  arrived.  The  house  ought  to  go  to  work,  and 
could  not  afford  to  waste  more  time  on  the  election 
of  a printer. 

Mr.  Patton  referred  to  the  repeated  expressions 
of  the  will  of  the  house  to  proceed  with  the  ballot- 
ing; yet  while  those  gentlemen  talked  of  a want  of 
time,  they  were  continually  ottering  resolutions, 
which  only  protracted  the  election.  It  was  curious 
to  observe,  that  the  more  nearly  the  house  seemed, 
from  the  state  of  the  ballot,  to  be  approaching  to  a 
choir.p.  thp  more*  hopeless  did  all  success  appear  to 
a certain  class  of  gentlemen.  He  trusted  that  a 
few  more  efforts  would  lead  to  an  an  election.  He 
concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Missouri,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  116,  nays,  107;  so  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Missouri,  offered  a resolution 
that  in  future  ballotings  the  name  having  fewest 
votes  shall  be  dropped. 

Mr.  McKay  argued  to  show  that  the  house  was 
not  bound  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  cr  acting 
under  it,  nor  under  that  of  1829;  and,  as  Blair  & 
Rives  had  repeatedly  received  a plurality  of  votes 
of  the  house,  they  might  be  considered  as  elected; 
pluralities  elected  in  many  of  the  states;  they  did 
in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Patton  scouted  this  idea,  declaring  that  he 
should  like  to  have  a vote  on  it,  to  see  how  those  in 
favor  of  the  democracy  of  numbers  would  act  on 
the  doctrine  that  the  votes  of  a minority  of  the 
house  were  to  decide  an  eleetion.  But  as  the  reso- 
lutions only  consumed  time,  he  would  move  to  lay 
it  (as  he  should  all  similar  ones)  on  the  table. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  without  a count;  and  the 
house'-  proceeded  to  a 

Tenth  ballot. 


Total  number  of  votes 

- 

_ 

229 

Necessary  to  a choice 

- 

- 

115 

For  Gales  and  Seaton 

- 

- 

21 

Blair  and  Rives  - 

- 

_ 

105 

Thomas  Allen 

- 

- 

99 

Blank 

- 

- 

2 

Clarke  and  Force  - 

- 

_ 

2 

There  being  no  choice,  the  house  went 
Eleventh  ballot. 

into  the 

Total  number  of  votes 

_ 

- 

225 

Necessary  to  a choice 

- 

- 

113 

For  Gales  and  Seaton  - 

- 

8 

Blair  and  Rives  - 

- 

- 

102 

Thomas  Allen 

- 

- 

111 

Blank 

- 

- 

2 

Clarke  and  Force 

- 

- 

1 

D.  Green 

- 

- 

i 

There  being  no  choice,  the  house  proceeded  to  a 


Twelfth  ballot. 

Total  number  of  votes  - - 225 

Necessary  to  a choice  - - 113 

For  Gales  and  Seaton  - 9 

Blair  and  Rives  - 101 

Thomas  Allen  ,r  113 

Scattering  - - 2 


And  Thomas  Allen  was  declared  to  have  been 
elected. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  called  up  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Adams  on  Monday,  in  relation  to 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  and,  after  various 
modifications  and  amendments  of  that  resolution,  a 
long  discussion  as  to  the  necessity  of  adopting 
some  of  the  rules  already  existing,  and  rejecting  or 
amending  others,  in  which  Messrs.  Mercer,  Hamer, 
Bell,  Pope,  Graham,  Underwood,  Smith,  of  Maine, 
and  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  took  part,  the  resolution 
was  adopted,  and  the  house 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
session  remain  in  force  as  the  rules  and  orders  of 
rWsent  session  lor  the  space  of  ten  days,  and 
that  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  offered  a resolution  that 
the  standing  committees  of  the  house  be  now  ap- 
pointed; which  was  carried. 

The  chair  intimated  that  he  could  not  be  prepar- 
ed, as  early  as  to-morrow,  to  announce  the  com- 
mittees; and  that  he  should  do  so  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pa.  ottered  a resolution,  which 
lies  one  day  on  the  table.  This  resolution  proposes 
an  inquiry  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, whether  the  letter  recently  published  in  the  pa- 
pers of  the  day,  purporting  to  be  by  him  addressed 
to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  directing  that  ofiicer  to 
pay  the  members  their  claims  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  be  authentic — and  if  so,  what,  if  any,  distinc- 
tion has  been  made  in  this  case,  among  all  the 
claimants  on  the  treasury,  in  this  respect? 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Sept.  8.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  the  house  adjourn  this  day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

A resolution  ottered  yesterday,  .proposing  a call 
on  the  treasury  department  for  certain  statistical 
returns,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bell  then  announced  to  the  house  the  death 
of  his  late  colleague,  the  hon , James  Standifer,  in 
the  following  terms: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  melancholy  duty  has  been  as- 
signed me,  by  my  colleagues,  of  announcing  to  the 
house  the  death  of  oneol  our  members. 

James  Standifer,  while  on  his  journey  to  this 
place,  in  order  to  enter, upon  his  duties  as  a mem- 
ber of  this  house,  was,  on  the  20th  of  last  month, 
suddenly  arrested  by  the  baud  of  the  great  destroyer 
of  human  existence.  By  this  unexpected  event, 
the  country  is  deprived,  at  a period  of  more  than 
common  interest  and  difficulty,  of  the  services  of 
a most  devoted  and  patriotic  public  servant,  and 
this  house  of  an  honest  and  worthy  member.  My 
late  colleague  was  remarkable  for  an  equanimity 
of  temper,  and  a kindness  of  feeling,  combined 
with  a justness  of  perception  in  all  the  concerns 
of  life, at  least  of  ordinary  occurrence,  which,  with- 
out the  advantages  of  early  culture,  or  of  books,  at 
any  tine,  procured  for  him  throughout  a life,  which 
was  not  short-,  the  respect  and  esteem  of  numerous 
friends,  and  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  a useful  and 
meritorious  citizen.  The  same  qualities  of  heart 
and  of  mind,  aided  by  a reputation  for  honesty  which 
he  nobly  earned,  and  continued  to  maintain  by  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  for  truth,  and  justice  in  all 
his  transactions,  public  and  private,  caused  him  to 
be  repeatedly  chosen  to  the  legislature  of  his  own 
state — of  which  body  he  wws  a useful  and  respected 
member.  He  was,  for-mariy  years,  a member  of 
this,  and  I am  sure  that  his  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
manners — his  punctual  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
assigned  him  in  the  organization  of  the  house,  must 
have  secured  tho  respect  of  his  associates.  To 
these  evidences  of  his  worth,  I might  add,  that  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britian,  he  approved  him- 
self an  intrepid  soldier.  He  was,  above  most  men 
I have  known,  v.  ho  have  risen  in  any  degree  into 
public  view,  under  similar  circumstances,  free  from 
the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere  station;  never  anxious  to 
appear  what  he  was  not;  content  to  be  classed  with 
the  useful  and  faithful,  he  made  no  pretensions, 
had  no  aspirations,  beyond  his  real  deserts.  If, 
therefore,  my  lamented  colleague  cannot  be  said  to 
have  possessed  any  of  those  shining  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a figure  in  this  house, 
which  strike  our  fancy/or  command  our  admira- 
tion, he  might  still  justly  lay  claim  to  oilier  and 
humbler  attributes,  which,  upon  the  whole,  consti- 
tute a character  of  solid  merit,  and  often  one  of 
more  enduring  fame;  and  that  the  due  and  used  tri- 
bute of  respect  to  be  paid  to  his  memory,  by  this 
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house,  I wove  you,  sir,  the  resolution  which  I hold 
in  my  hand. 

Resolved,  That  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  house 
will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  lei t 
arm  lor  thirty  days. 

Mr.  Bell  then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and  it 
adjourned  accordingly,  to  meet  again  on  Monday 
next. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POST  MASTER 
GENERAL. 

Post  office  department,  September  4,  1S37. 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  suspension  of  specie 
pavments  by  the  banks  in  New  York,  in  May  last, 
a circular  was  sent  out,  directing  all  postmasters 
who  hail  been  instructed  to’  deposite  the  proceeds  of 
their  offices  in  banks,  to  retain  them  in  specie  to 
meet  the  drafts  of  the  department. 

To  those  who  had  been  instructed  to  pay  directly 
to  contractors,  another  circular  was  sent,  reminding 
them  of  their  duties  and  liabilities  in  reference  to 
the  moneys  to  be  received  and  paid  by  them  under 
existing  laws. 

Instructions  have  recently  been  prepared,  direct- 
ing the  manner  in  which  returns  of  cash  on  hand 
are  hereafter  to  be  made  to  the  department,  and  for- 
bidding the  loaning  or  use  of  the  moneys  belonging 
to  the  public  for  any  purpose  whatsoever.  Copies 
of  these  papers  are  annexed,  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

In  relation  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  ol  the  post 
otfices,  these  regulations  make  no  change.  The 
only  change  effected  by  them  is,  that  about  eleven 
hundred  postmasters  who  formerly  deposited  their 
income  in  banks,  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly, 
according  to  its  amount,  now  retain  the  money  in 
their  own  hands  til!  drawn  for  by  the  department. 
To  about  nine-tenths  of  these,  the  new  system  is 
more  convenient  than  the  old,  as  it  saves  them  the 
trouble  of  going  or  sending  to  the  banks  and  pro- 
curing certificates  of  deposite;  it  is  equally  safe,  as 
their’ entire  balances  will  be  drawn  lor  as  often  as 
they  are  deposited;  and  it  is  more  efficient,  because 
some  postmasters  who  might  neglect  to  deposite 
will  not  venture  to  dishonor  a draft. 

The  postmasters  wdro  will  not  close  their  ac- 
counts quarterly,  will  not,  probably,  exceed  one 
hundred;  and  the  balances  in  their  hands,'  from 
quarter  to  quarter,  are  not  likely,  under  a proper 
administration  of  the  department,  to  exceed,  in  or- 
dinary times,  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
As  they  are  required  to  have  their  balances  always 
ready  in  gold  and  silver,  the  department  will  al- 
ways have  the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements; 
and  if  a default  in  an  individual  case  should  occa- 
sionally happen,  nothing  like  a general  refusal  to 
pay,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  deposite  banks,  is 
ever  to  be  apprehended. 

It  will  ever  be  the  true  policy  of  the  department 
not  to  have  a large  surplus,  and,  consequently,  there 
will  be  little  to  entrust  to  the  custody  of  postmasters 
or  others.  Moreover,  the  number  of  post  offices 
now  instructed  to  retain  their  funds,  will  be  largely 
reduced  upon  an  adjustment  of  the  collection  sys- 
tem to  the  mail  service,  as  arranged  within  the  last 
twelvemonths. 

Though  in  some  places  convenient,  banks  arc 
not  necessary  to  the  collection  and  disburscmeiit  of 
the  funds  ofthis  department.  In  reference  to  more 
than  ten  thousand  post  offices,  the  collections  and 
disbursements  are  effected  more  expeditiously  and 
more  conveniently  without  the  interposition  of 
banks,  than  they  could  be  with  it.  The  contractors 
who  are  creditors  of  the  department,  are  its  collec- 
tors from  postmasters,  and  the  collection  and  dis- 
bursement are  but  one  operation.  It  is  generally 
effected  in  a few  days  after  the  close  of  eac.1!  quar- 
ter. The  operation  is  the  same  where  the  post- 
masters pay  to  contractors  upon  the  drafts  of  the 
department,  though  it  is  more  tardy.  The  few  offi- 
ces, in  reference  to.  which  banks  are  a convenience, 
are  those  whose  receipts  are  large,  an i are  not 
likely  to  be  absorbed  from  quarter  to  quarter  by 
the  drafts  of  the  department.  They  hate  generally 
iron  chests  or  safes  where  the  specie  ;s  kept;  and, 
with  a strict  supervision  and  careful  attention  to  their 
bonds,  they  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be  found  in  default. 

The  necessary  transfers  of  funds  are  effected  by 
the  department  without  inconvenience  or  loss.  One 
the  interior  mail  routes,  the  expenditure  is  general- 
ly greater  than  the  income;  so  that,  after  the  con- 
tractors have  received  the  entire  revenue  of  the  of- 
fices supplied  by  them,  balances  are  still  due. 
These  balances  are  as  readily  paid  off  by  drafts  on 
the  postmasters  in  the  cities  .where  the  surplus 
arises,  as  they  could  be  bv  checks  oi  banks  in  the 
same  places.  The  process  is  • rendered  the  more 
easy  from  the  fact,  that  the  heaviest  surplus  accrues 
at  those  points  where  funds  are  the  most  valuable, 
particularly  at  New  York,  so  that  the  drafts  of  the 
department  to  pay  balances  in  the  most  distant 


parts  of  the  union  arc  generally  better  than  cash, 
being  available  for  mercantile  remittances.  Thus, 
the  necessary  transfers  of  the  department  are  readi- 
ly etfected;  and  as  this  state  of  things  is  r.ot  likely 
to  change,  it  would  seldom,  if  ever,  become  neces- 
sary for  the  department  to  transport  specie  from 
one  point  to  another,  if  there  was  not  a bank  in  ex- 
istence. 

Upon  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  efforts  were 
made  in  some  quarters  to  compel  the  department  to 
receive  irredeemable  and  depreciated  paper  for 
postages.  Law,  justice,  and  public  policy,  requir- 
ed an  inflexible  resistance  of  these  efforts.  Gold 
and  silver  are  the  only  consiitutional  and  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  but  that 
currency,  or  its  equivalent,  can  be  legally  offered 
to  the  public  creditors  in  payment.  All  taxes  and 
postages  are  imposed  in  this  currency,  and  all  con- 
tracts are  made  upon  its  basis.  The  public  faith 
could  be  kept,  and  the  public  business  successfully 
carried  on,  only  by  a strict  adherence  to  the  plain 
letter,  as  well  as  obvious  spirit,  of  the  law. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  state,  that  all  at- 
tempts to  force  tile-department  to  receive  depreciat- 
ed paper  were  soon  abandoned;  that  little  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  collecting  postages  in  spe- 
cie, and  none  where  the  circulation  of  change 
tickets  has  been  successfully  resisted;  and  that  the 
credit  of  the  department  has  been  preserved  unim- 
paired. Nor  is  any -difficulty  apprehended,  so  long 
as  postages  are  collected  in  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States.  But,  should  the  de- 
partment be  compelled  to  receive,  and,  =c/ffe?  tori  is; 
creditors,  the  depreciated  notes  issued  by  mjndr^df; 
of  embarrassed,  faithless,  or  batlkr'ipri  corporations 
orrindividuals,  no  sure  eoicuLd icn  can  he  made  as 
tothefuture;  and  there  1^  reason  to  apprehend  gene- 
ral discontent,  extensile  failures,  and  deplorable 
disorganization  throughout  the  mail  se-njca.ri.  With 
what  face  could. the’ department  irisistbii;  and  kom' 
pel  a strict  pertbipiaance  of  contract., obligations  by 
contractors,  when  stripped  of  the  power  to  perform 
the  most  vital  part  of  the  contracts  (so  far  as  the 
interest  of  the  contractor  is  concerned)  on  its  own 
part.  Justice  and  sound  policy  alike  demand  a firm 
adherence,  in  the  mail  service,  to  the  standard  of 
value,  and  the’basis  of  contracts,  prescribed  by  the 
constitution,  and  hitherto  strictly  maintained,  (ex- 
cept tor  a short  period,)  amidst  the  calamities  of  war. 

On  the  whole,  no  legislation  is  necessary  to  main- 
tain’the  credit  of  this  department;  or  enable  it  to 
manage  its  fiscal  concerns;  the  existing  laws  being 
deemed  ample  for  those  purposes. 

I have  the  honor  tj  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
AMOS  KENDALL. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 


Post  office  department, 

— 1837. 

Sir:  You  will,  until  further  orders,  retain  the 
proceeds  of  your  office  in  your  hands,  in  specie, , to 
meet  the  drafts  of  this  department. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Postmaster  at . 


B 

Post  office  department, 

Appointment  office,  Washington,  May  1C,  1S37. 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  the  postmaster  general 
to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the 
rates  of  postage,  as  established  by  law,  are  based 
upon  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
following  extracts  from  the  printed  regulations  and 
the  law,  will  clearly  show  what  are  yourduties  and 
responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  kind  of  currency 
to  be  received  for  postage,  viz: 

“You  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,  or  its 
equivalent  for  postage.” — Instructions  to  postmas- 
ters, chapter  5,  section  62. 

“All  payments  to  the  department,  whether  upon 
its  drafts,  or  by  deposite  in  bank,  must  be  in  specie, 
or  its  equivalent.  No  allowance  can  be  made  to 
postmasters  for  the  depreciation  of  money  received 

for  postago,  nor  for  Ic/ddco  by  firr.,  robboi-y.  nr  fhpl’t.” 

Chapter  28,  section  243. 

Extract  from  an  act  of  congress,  approved  on  thct-llh 
of  April,  1336. 

“Section  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That, 
hereafter  no  bank  notes  of  loss  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  and  that  from  and  after  the  3d  day  ot 
March,  Anno  Domini  1837,  no  bank  note  of  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  shall  be  offered 
in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever  in  which  mo- 
ney is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
post  office  department;  nor  shall  any  bank  note,  ot 
any  denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin  at  the  place  where  issued,  and  which 
shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where 


offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  upon  the 
spot,  at  tile  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him;  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  make  any  thing  but 
gold  or  silver  a legal  tender  by  any  individual,  or 
by  the  United  States.” 

IIenc’e,you  will  perceive  that,  whatever  you  may 
receive  lor  postage,  you  are  responsible  for  gold  or 
silver;  and  that  it  is  unlawful  for  you  to  otter  in  pay- 
ment to  contractors,  or  others,  any  note  of  any  bank 
which  docs  not  pay  its  notes  in  specie.  As  the 
postmaster  general  has  nopowerlo  release  you  from 
your  responsibilities  under  the  laws,  and  as,  on  tile 
contrary,  it  is  his  duly  to  sec  them  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, he  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  you  this 
notice,  that  you  may  guard  yourself  against  loss  in 
the  collection  ofyoui  postages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  JOHNSTON, 
Second  assistant  postmaster  general. 

C. 

Postmasters,  who  may  be  under  instructions  to 
retain  the  proceeds  of  their  offices  until  drawn  for 
by  the  department,  will  observe  the  following  regu- 
lations, viz: 

Those  whose  nett  proceeds  are  five  hundred  dol- 
lars or  more  per  week,  will  report  (he  amount 
weekly  to  the  department.  Fractions  of  weeks  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  quarters  need  not  be  re- 
ported separately. 

Those  whose  nett  proceeds  are  not  five  hundred 
dollajS'  per  week,  but  amount  to  that  sum  or  more 
.per  jnoqih,  will  report  them  monthly.  The  last 
month  (jlj  each- quarter  need  not  be  reported  sepa- 
rately. . ; ■ . „ 

At  the  end  of-  ^ach  quarter,  all  postmasters  at 
digit .offices  will  iumadiariety  ascertain  the  amount 
of  neit  revenue  accruing,  at  their  respective  offices 
during  the  quarter,  and  report  it  forthwith  to  the  de- 
partment, setting  down  the  sums,  if  any,  which  may 
have  been  reported  weekly  or  monthly,  and  deduct- 
ing them,  thus  exhibiting  the  balance  not  reported. 

All  these  reports  must  be  by  letter,  addressed  to 
the  postmaster  general,  which  must  be  sent  separate- 
ly, and  not  enclosed  with  the  quarterly  accounts,  or 
tied  to  them,  or  to  any  other  letter  or  packet  on 
other  business.  Nor  must  it  be  delayed  until  the 
accounts  are  forwarded,  if  it  can  he  sent  sooner. 

Postmasters  will  not  be  permitted  to  use  or  loan 
out  any  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  department, 
but  will  keep  them  always  on  hand  to  meet  its 
drafts.  A violation  of  this  regulation  will  be  con- 
sidered good  cause  for  instant  removal  and  prosecu- 
tion. Every  draft  must  be  paid  on  presentation. 

The  travelling  agents  of  the  department  will  be 
instructed  to  call  occasionally  on  the  draft  offices, 
without  notice,  lor  the  purpose  of  counting  and  re- 
porting the  cash  on  band,  and  reporting  also  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  kept. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

'P'  easwy  department,  Sept.  5,  1S37. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  of  this  department  to  sub- 
mit to  eon  ress,  at  each  session,  the  state  of  the  fi- 
nances; ami  in  conformity  wi  h die  request  of  the 
president,  that  such  other  fiscal  matters  should,  on  this 
occasion,  he  presented,  ns  appear  to  teqnit  e early  le- 
gislation, the  undei  signed  has  the  honor  to  offer  the 
following  report : 

I.  CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

It  is  not  pi  o,  osed  to  give  all  the  particulars,  relating 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  which  usually  ac- 
company an  annual  statement.  But  an  exposition  of 
them,  until  r the  cistoman  general  heads,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  ascertained,  for  the  first  halt  of  the 
year,  is  subjoined. 

Brief  estimates  f r the  t titer  half  are  made,  and 
such  explanations  added,  as  cent  necessary  to  show 
with  dearness  n t onlv  the  condition  of  tin*  treasury 
a1  t i s tune  but  its  pi  oh ‘hie  stale  f r the  residue  of 
the  year. 

According  to  the  treasurer’s  running  account,  the 
whole  amount  ol  available  money  in  the.  treasury  on 
t-’e  1st  i f January.  1X37,  sppl.c  Me  to  publ  c purpo- 
ses, was  $'42,468,859  97  From  that  sum  there  were 
■ rt  that  d iv  reserve  <1  §5  000  000;  ami  the  balance  lie- 
ng  ga/  wo  mu  ar,  >v.io  ..  , nc  provisions  of  the 

act  of  June  23,  1836,  to  b-  phne'l  in  deposite  with 
the  -ta>es.  it  is  ascertained  l hat  $27,063,430  80  of  it 
have  since  bt eu  actually  ri  cei'ed  by  them. 

The  amount  of  that  portion  of  the  first  three  in- 
stalments, the  payment  of  which  has  not  yet  been  ac- 
knowledged, t h one  1 1 transfers  were  seasonably  issu'd 
fur  it,  is  $lr,  1 65 ,575  IS.  The  remainder  i*  $9  367,214 
98,  ami  is  ttu-  sum  which  was  de-igtieil  for  the  fourth 
instalment  of  deposiies  with  the  status  on  the  1st  of 
October  next.  The  amount  rust  rvi  d in  the  treasury 
ort  the  1st  of  January  ha-  since  bee  n inn-eased,  by  re  - 
turns  stiltsi  quen  lv  V' cc  v it  from  hanks,  to  the  sum 
ol  $6,670,137  52,  anil  which,  of  course,  could  not 
then  be  ascertained  or  taken  into  coinput  Tien. 
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RECEIPTS. 

The  receipts  in  the  first  Unit  of  tlie  year,  deposited 
in  bmks,  and  paid  on  drafts  by  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers, so  tar  as  ascertained,  have  been: 

From  customs  -----  $7, 234. 451 

From  lands  ------  5,303,731 

And  trout  miscellaneous  sources  - - 512,263 

To  tiiese  may  be  added  about  §600  000  which  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  receiv.  rs,  and  §50,000  in  those 
of  collectors,  subject  to  dra't  All  these  make  the 
aggregate  for  that  halt  of  the  year  §13  1 87,182.  li  no 
furdier  postponement  be  granted  on  duty  bonds,  it 
is  estimated  that  tne  whole  receipts  for  the  last 
half  of  the  year,  from  all  sources,  will  be  about 
$9,500  000;  which  would  make  them  as  ascertained 
and  estimated  for  the  whole  year,  §22,687,182.  But 
il  the  biiet  extension  ol  the  present  postponement, 
brought  into  view  hereaiter,  and  favorably  regarded, 
be  directed  by  congress,  the  receipts  will  probably  be 
about  §7,000,000;  while  by  a postponement  ot  the 
whole  to  another  year,  they  mil  not  be  IIKely  to  ex- 
ceed §4,500  000. 

Looking  at  our  whole  revenue,  therefore,  Irom  all 
quarters,  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  money  reserv- 
ed at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  as  finally  ascer- 
tained to  be  §6,670.137,  with  the  actual  receipts  tor 
the  first  half  at  §13,187,182,  and  those  now  anticipat- 
ed lor  the  last  halt  ot  it  ai  $7,000,000,  will  constitute 
an  aggregate  of  §26  857,319. 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  expi  ndilures  during  the  first  ball  of  the  year 
were;  for 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  inter- 
course   §2,812,540  40 

Military,  including  pensions  - - 10, 603, $61  49 

Naval 3,297,149  69 

Punlic  debt  - - - - - 20,832  75 

Making  an  aggregate  of  / - $16,733,884  33 

The  expenditures  requ  red  to  rbert  existing  appro- 
priations, during  the  last'  ,hal‘l ■ ot  the  year,  willy  as 
computed,  tqual  the  sum  “of  §16,000,000;  making  ic-r 
the  whole  year  §32,733,884. 

Whatever  expenditures  shall  arise  within  the  year, 
upon  new  appropriations  which  congress  may  think 
proper  to  make,  will  require  a corresponding  addition 
to  tinsamouut.  But,  without  them,  it  will  constitute 
an  excess  of  $5,876,565  ot  expenditures  over  both  the 
receipts  and  the  balance  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year;  besides  not  leaving,  at  the  close  ot  it,  any  thing 
in  the  mint  or  the  treasury  for  iulure  uses,  or  to  meet 
contingencies. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  discharge  that  excess,  and 
retain,  of  the  money  reserved  on  the  1st  of  January, 
one  million,  u hiclt  is  the  smallest  sum  deemed  proper, 
under  the  a ts  of  congress,  for  the  i fficient  operations 
ol  the  mint,  and  at  least  three  or  four  millions  more, 
to  answer  sudden  and  contingent  calls,  there  will  pro- 
bably be  a necessity  to  resort  to  the  deposites  now 
with  (lie  s ates,  and  to  the  instalments  destined  lor 
them  in  Ociober,  or  to  some  ol  her  resource,  for  a stun 
equal  to  $10,000,000.  By  a report  of  the  treasur  r 
oi  the  30th  ultimo,  nappe  us  that  the  balance  in  the 
treasury,  including  what  was  in  the  custody  ot  banks, 
the  mint,  and  collecting  officers,  was  then  §14,596,31 1 ; 
that  the  amount  of  this,  subject  to  immediate  drrit, 
was  only  §8,928,072;  but  the  whole  balance  in  the 
treasury,  including  all  which  had  been  deposited  with 
tlie  states,  and  ordered  to  lie,  though  only  a small 
pai  t of  the  amount  is  subject  to  immediate  draft,  was 
§41,532,381.  Deduct  all  which  lias  been,  and  was 
designed  to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  and  there 
would  be  no  balance  left  on  hand  subject  Indraft, 
though  including  every  thing  in  tlie  mint,  and  in  the 
possession  of  receivers  and  collectors,  which  is  appli- 
cable to  general  purposes. 

Hence  it  is  probable,  that,  besides  the  deficiency  for 
the  expenditures  of  the  year,  no  sufficient  means  ol 
any  kind  will  exist  on  the  first  ot  October  next,  after 
defraying  the  intervening  expenses,  to  complete  the 
instalment  oi  deposites  men  payable,  unless  a large 
part  of  tlie  bonds  for  (hit  es  postponed  to  that  day,  and 
amounting  to  near  §4,000,000,  and  the  million  and  a 
h df  then  due  on  the  first  bond  from  the  United  Stales 
bank,  shall  be  punctually  paid,  or,  itt  the  mean  time, 
some  provision  on  i his  subject  made  by  congress. 

The  money  standing  to  tlie  special  credit  of  the 
post  office  department  anil  the  patent  office,  as  well  as 
various  trusts,  is  not  included  in  the  above  exhibit, 
for  reasons  explained  in  the  last  annual  report.  Out- 
standing and  unexpended  appropriations  at  the  end  ol 
the  year  will,  in  this  view  i f our  financial  condition, 

1 -:ii  l c,  ..hoi.Q-p;]  on  the  treasury-  amnnnil-s 
about  §16,01)0,000. 

This  dots  not  differ  much  from  their  amount  at  tlie 
close  of  tlie  last  year.  Whether  I he  appropriations 
unexpended  on  tlie  first  of  January,  1838,  prove,  there- 
fore, to  be  one  or  two  millions  larger  or  smaller  than 
is  now  anticipated,  it  must  be  manifest  from  all  the 
above  data,  that  some  new  legislation  is  indispensable 
to  complete  satisfactorily  the  service  of  ihe  year,  and 
leave  a suitable  amount  in  ihe  mint  and  tlie  treasury. 

Indeed,  before  submitting  ttie  last  annual  report, 
tlie  indications  of  a decrease  in  the  receipts,  and  of 
ail  approaching  revulsion  in  our  commercial  prosper- 
ity, appeared  so  strong  to  tlie  undersigned,  that  lie 
felt  compelled,  with  reluctance  and  regret,  because 


differing,  so  much  from  the  views  of  many  oiliers,  to 
estimate  ihe  accruing  receipts  tor  tlie  year  at  only 
§24,000,000. 

As  tlie  appropriations  asked  for  were  about 
§27  000,000,  it  was  then  suggested  that  the  occur- 
rence ol  a deficiency  was  probable.  When  those 
appropriations  became  in  fact  enlarged  by  congress 
to  more  than  §32,000,000,  it  rendered  a deficiency 
inevitable,  to  the  extent  now  anticipated,  unless  tlie 
receipts  should  happen  greatly  to  exceed  the  esti- 
mates. 

II.  ON  THE  POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE  PAYMENT  OF 
BONDS  FOR  DUTIES. 

The  first  suggestions  which  will  be  submitted  con- 
cerning such  special  legislaiion  as  appears  proper  in 
consequence  ot  tlie  recent  embarrassments  of  ihe 
country,  relate  to  tlie  postponement  ot  tlie  payment 
of  bonds  lor  ilui ies. 

Early  in  May  last,  the  collection  nf  the  revenuefrom 
customs  became  much  obstructed  through  the  severe 
pewu.dai-y  <t < ffi s. w 1 1 1 c- o ot'  th©  meronniile  interest.  Tlie 
treasury  department  felt  an  anxiety  not  only  to  tike 
steps  which  might  increase  the  security  of  the  govern- 
ment for  eventual  payment,  hut,  in  an  emergency  so 
great,  and  io  many  so  unexpected,  to  furnish  all  the  re- 
lief from  sacrifices  which  could  judiciously  be  extend- 
ed under  i(S  limited  powers,  and  in  anticipation  of 
what  would  probably  be  its  straitened  condition  in  a 
few  months. 

A postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  bonds  fall- 
ing due  was,  therefore,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
views  ot  the  executive,  auihorized  for  periods  of 
from  thirty  to  ninety  days,  on  interest  and  additional 
securiiy,  and  in  a manner  more  liberal  Ilian  usual,  by 
permitting  it  belore  as  well  as  after  suit,  in  all  cases 
j df  e,uil>aty  assn.'e.'tt,  great  hardship,  or  insolvency. 

Tlie  peculiar  terms,  and  tlie  reasons  for  such 
postponement, . 'are  inyie  fully  set  forth  in  the  docu- 
ments annexed. 

When  the  difficulties  in  discharging  bonds  in  a 
legal  currency  became  inCTeased'hy  tlie  suspension  of 
specie  jjaymi  iits  i-a  some  ol  the'  principal  cities,  anil 
the  president  decided  to  call  a special  session  of  emi- 
gres?!, the  postponement  was  allow’ed-  to  be  extended 
till  alter  the  commencement  ot  tlie  session,  in  order 
dial  an  opportunity  might  be  allordetl  fo  obtain  further 
reliet  by  new  legislation.  Urgent  requests  were  made 
for  an  indiscriminate  delay  of  pay  mem  oil  all  bones  ty 
the  1st  of  January  next,  and  for  the  rec  ipt,  in  dis- 
charge of  them,  ot  notes  issued  by  batiks  not  paying 
specie. 

It  was  not  deemed  proper  to  comply  with  these  re- 
quests. But  as  long  a delay  as  our  fiscal  situation 
justified,  and  every  relief  as  to  the  currency  which 
seemed  legal,  by?  the  receipt  of  debenture  certificates 
and  treasury  drafts,  fur  duties,  were  permitted  in  mi- 
tigniion  of  tlie  existing  embarrassments. 

Having,  m this,  done  all  that  a sound  and  liberal 
exercise  of  tlie  discretion  ol  the  d puiment  appear- 
ed eillier  to  justify  or  re  quire,  no  intention  exists,  nor 
would  it  he  proper  in  tlie  present  state  ot  the  treasu- 
ry, to  grant  any  indulgences  beyond  those  already 
author  zed,  without  tlie  express  direction  of  congress. 

Some  further  facts  which  may  be  useful  to  aid  its 
members  in  coming  to  a correct  conclusion  on  this 
subject,  are,  that  tlie  amount  of  bonds  which  have 
already  been  postponed  to  tlie  1st  of  October,  is  about 
$3,500,01)0,  and  by  that  date  will,  it  is  presumed,  be 
increased  to  $4,000,000. 

If  congress  permit  no  longer  postponement,  tlie 
receipts  for  the  year  will  probably  be  increased  by 
the  indulgences  already  granted,  as  they  have  been 
allowed,  generally,  on  additional  security,  and  always 
on  interest. 

But  as  suits  and  delays  in  collection  will  still  oc- 
cur, though  to  a less  extent  than  in  the  first  stages  of 
the  pressure,  it  is  expected  that  not  over  two-thirds 
of  the  amount  postponed  btfore  the  close  ol  this 
month  can  be  collected  during  ihe  current  year. 

The  bonds  already  pul  in  suit  since  the  middle  of 
May  amount  to  nearly  §1,000.000.  But  if  congress 
extend  the  postponement  till  next  January,  as  was 
originally  requested  by  some  of  the  parties,  or  lor 
one  year,  as  recently  requested  by  the  chamber  ot 
commerce  of  New  York,  the  receipts  for  ihe  present 
year  will  probably  be  thereby  lessened  from  lour  to 
five  millions. 

Should  congress,  however,  adopt  an  intermediate 
course,  as  an  act  not  ot  mere  benevolence,  but  ot  ad- 
ditional relief,  which  appears  reasonable,  under  ihe 
extraordinary  mercantile  distresses  of  the  times,  and 
more  sare  io  the  government,  in  respect  to  eventual 
collections,  it  might  sanction  a delay  not  io  exceed, 
altogether,  six  months  beyond  the  original  period  ol 
payment,  in  any  particular  case.  It  is  computed  that 
ibis  would  diminish  the  receipts,  du?  ing  the  present 
year,  about  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars;  but  if 
granted  on  the  usual  terms,  would  increase  the  receipt  s 
next  year,  in  a greater  proportion,  by  the  interest 
accruing,  as  well  as  by  the  fuller  collections  which 
would  probably  be  made  in  a greater  number  of  cast  s. 

The  opinion  of  i lie  (I  partmenl  on  these  various 
propositions  is,  that  considering  merely  our  | resent 
financial  necessities  no  further  postponement  can  be 
regarded  as  i xpedient,  though  in  some  other  respects, 
as  fully  detailed  in  the  recent  letter  from  the  ctiam- 
btr  of  commerce,  the  last  delay  mentioned  might  be 


found  justifiable,  and  more  beneficial.  But  if  a law 
be  passed  extending  credit  on  the  bonds,  it  is  suppos- 
ed that,  in  any  correct  view  of  the  subject,  its  provi- 
sions need  not  be  continued  in  force  b yond  tlie  period 
when  ihe  worst  effects  of  tlie  pressure  will  be  likely 
to  have  ceased,  and  when  all  imports  could,  by  a fur- 
ther extension  of  t lie  ware-house  system,  be  advan- 
tageously made  payable  in  cash,  at  t lie  lime  the  goods 
are  wanted  for  immediate  consumption. 

Tlie  extension  of  that  system  is,  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommended  to  tlie  consideration  of  congress, 
in  connection  with  the  present  subject,  as  it  might 
introduce  as  great  an  improvement  in  tlie  collection 
of  imposts,  as  the  substitution  oi  cash  lor  credit  did 
in  tlie  collection  ol  revenue  Irom  the  saies  of  public 
lands.  It  would  certainly  increase  the  security,  ease, 
and  promptitude  of  the  operation;  would  dispense 
entirely  with  the  trouble  and  risk  in  the  payment  of 
debentures;  work  favorably  to  tlie  manufacturing  in- 
terests; ami  at  tSe  same  time,  facilitate  our  trade  in 
articles,  as  well  as  exonerate  the  merchant 
from  many  embarrassments  in  regard  to  sureties  and 
guarantees. 

III.  OBSTACLES  IN  THE  WAY  OF  TRANSFERRING  THE 

LAST  INSTALMENT  OF  DEPOSITES  TO  THE  STATES. 

Early  legislation  has  likewise  become  necessary, 
either  to  withhold  or  postpone,  for  a reasonable  peri- 
od, the  fourth  instalment  of  deposites  with  the  slates, 
or  to  furnish  such  aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete 
them  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Bv  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
the  consequent  necessity,  under  tlie  deposite  act,  to 
discontinue  most  of  tlie  public  depositories,  the  trans- 
f rs  from  the  banks  in  the  west  and  south-west  to  tlie 
seaboard,  which  were  necessary  to  place  much  of  the 
money  in  a position  to  he  c mvenienlly  lodged  with 
tlie  stales  in  October,  have  in  several  inslanees,  been 
defeated.  They  had,  as  in  case  of  tlie  former  instal- 
ments, been  ordered  'seasonably,  though,  as  a general 
rule,  only  where  rendered  proper  in  consequence  of 
a great  accumulation  of  public  funds  in  an  unfavorable 
situation,  on  account  of  tlie  course  of  trade  and  ex- 
changes, to  lie  paid  directly  to  tlie  respective  states. 
But,  in  tlie  troubled  condition  ot  tlie  money  market, 
they  had  not  been  injuriously  hastened  as  to  the  time 
ot  payment,  and,  consequently,  falling  due  ill  tlie 
course  of  the  summer  and  early  in  autumn,  near  twu- 
thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  these  funds  still  on 
hand  have  been  detained  in  tlie  west  and  south-west, 
where  they  had  so  unusually  augmented  from  tlie 
large  sales  of  public  lands.  Hence,  if  tlie  last  depo- 
site with  the  states  was.  in  this  position  of  the  money, 
to  lie  attempted,  the  orders  directing  it  must,  in  many 
cases,  be  made  on  p'aces  remote,  and  very  inconveni- 
ent to  some  of  die  receiving  states,  on  account  of  die 
unfavorable  balance  ol  trade,  or  the  rates  of  exchange; 
and  must  iie  met,  if  at  all,  in  a currency  unaccepta- 
ble and  greatly  depreciated  Transfers  of  portions 
of  tlie  July  instalment  could  not,  from  the  same 
cause,  be  effected  in  the  precise  mode  intended,  nor 
from  (he  banks  most  desirable,  though  much  of  it  had 
readied  tlie  appropriate  points,  to  render  the  opera- 
tion easy,  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
In  all  cases  in  which  they  were  not  offered  to  be  paid 
in  a currency  satisfactory  to  the  states,  their  agents 
were  requested  to  return  the  orders  of  transfer  till 
congress  could  make  new  and  suitable  provisions  on 
the  subject. 

Bat  this  request  has  not  always  been  complied  with. 
About  $1,165,575  of  that  instalment  has  not  yet  been 
receipted  for  by  the  states  to  the  treasury,  nor  the 
orders  returned.  On  the  contrary,  the  United  States 
bank  chartered  by  tlie  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  late- 
ly lifetime  the  purchaser  of  several  of  ihese  orders, 
though  not  given  for  any  debt,  but  merely  directing  a 
transfer  from  one  public  depository  to  another.  This 
institution  lias  demanded  of  the  banks  on  which  they 
are  drawn  that  payment  should  be  made  to  her  in  spe- 
cie, and,  on  their  failing  to  do  so,  has  caused  the  or- 
ders ti>  lie  protested.  Under  thece  circumstances, 
and,  astlie  deposites  with  (he  slates  were  to  be  made 
of  what  was  in  the  treasury,  and  consequently  in  tlie 
banks,  cn  the  1st  of  January  last,  it  is  for  congress  to 
decide  vhether  payment  shall  be  made  of  any  of 
those  orders  in  a mode  and  currency  different  from 
the  rest  oi  the  third  instalment  of  deposites  with  the 
states. 

Another  reason  for  withholding  or  postponing  the 
October  deposites,  or  for  some  legal  provision  to  aid 
in  completing  them,  is,  that  a sum  equal  to  the  reve- 
nue probably  accruing,  and  a large  portion  of  these 
deposites,  had,  before  they  were  payable,  been  ex- 
pressly appropriated  by  congress  to  other  objects. 
When  looking  to  the  rapid  decrease  in  our  receipts, 
to  the  expected  deficiency  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
and  the  great  amount  of  outstanding  appropriations 
which,  at  the  close  of  it,  will  he  left  unpaid,  much  of 
that  whole  instalment  seems  likely  to  be  needed  at  an 
early  day.  By  either  of  tlie  first  two  measures,  the 
money  could,  according  to  its  original  destination,  he 
applied  to  the  necessary  wants  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  soon  as  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  banks  in 
legal  funds.  In  that  way,  so  desirable  an  object  would 
also  be  accomplished,  without  the  expense  and  delay 
of  the  money  being  first  paid  over  to  the  states,  and 
then  subjected  to  an  early  recall.  On  the  other  hand, 
several  of  the  states  might,  in  the  present  posture  of 
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llieir  affairs,  experience  considerable  inconvenience, 
either  by  nol  receiving  it,  or  by  soon  refunding  a large 
portion  of  its  amount;  anil  many  ol  the  banks  wliicb 
bold  it  might  be  able  more  satisfactorily  to  pay  it  to  tbe 
states  than  to  tbe  treasury.  But,  though  tbe  subject 
is  one  of  much  delicacy  and  diliiculty,  and  peculiarly 
proper  for  the  final  action  ol  congress,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  this  department  should  express  some 
opinion  as  to  which  course  appears  most  eligible  in 
the  present  condition  ol  the  finances.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  del  rence  suggested,  that  when  regarding  their 
condition  and  the  importance  of  meeting  with  efficien- 
cy and  good  faith  all  the  obligations  ol  the  government 
to  the  public  creditors,  it  would  be  most  judicious  to 
apply  the  whole  instalment,  as  fast  as  it  is  wanted  and 
can  be  collected,  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  these  ob- 
ligations; and  that  the  last  deposite  with  the  states, 
not  being  a debt,  but  a mere  temporary  disposal  of  a 
surplus,  should  bo  postponed  until  congress,  in  some 
different  state  of  the  finances,  when  such  an  available 
surplus  may  exist,  shall  see  a manifest  propriety  and 
ability  in  completing  the  deposite,  and  shall  give  di- 
rections to  that  effect.  Consequently,  no  further  sic;.* 
will  be. taken  as  to  the  deposite  of  any  part  of  that  in- 
stalment till  congress  has  had  an  opportunity  to  act 
upon  the  subject  in  such  manner  as,  in  the  present 
posture  of  affairs,  its  superior  wisdom  may  consider 
preferable. 

IV.  DIFFICULTY  IN  PAYING  THE  APPROPRIATIONS,  AND 
ON  THE  ISSUE  OF  TREASURY  NOTES. 

Some  further  obstacles  exist  in  the  way  ot  discharg- 
ing satisfactorily  all  the  appropriations  which  have 
been  made  by  congr  ss. 

The  effects  which  may  be  produced  upon  the  accru- 
ing revenue,  by  granting  or  withholding  further  delays 
on  bonds  for  duties,  have  already  been  explained. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a likelihood,  in  the 
present  pressure,  that  the  payment  of  cash  duties,  to 
the  extent  of  one  million  ol  dollars  more  than  usual, 
will  be  unavoidably  deferred  to  another  year,  as  the 
importers  under  the  existing  laws  are  entitled  to  cer- 
tain delays,  by  keeping  in  store  the  woollen  goods 
which  pay  such  duties. 

This  circumstance,  in  connection  with  the  difficulty 
of  collecting  the  bonds,  whether  longer  postponed  or 
not,  w ill  sensibly  increase  the  embarrassments  which 
have  been  specially  pointed  out,  and  otherwise  exist 
in  paying  with  promptitude  and-in  a legal  manner, 
the  large  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the  residue 
of  t lie  current  year. 

Hence,  after  a considerable  deficiency  in  the  availa- 
ble means  became  highly  probable,  il  was  deemed 
expedient  to  adopt  any  judicious  and  lawful  measure 
to  remedy  it,  which  was  within  the  power  of  the  de- 
partment. Accordingly,  though  large  quantities  of 
public  lands  were  still  in  market  unsold,  and  though 
the  receipts  from  this  source  during  the  year,  would 
be  higher  than  anticipated,  in  consequence,  among 
oilier  things,  of  a construction  put  on  the  pre-emption 
laws,  admitting  a large  class  of  settlers  to  entries,  it 
was  supposed  that  some  further  tracts,  in  places  much 
desired  hr  the  new  slates,  might  prudently  be  offered. 
A few  such  have  been  advertised;  but  sufficient  time, 
after  due  notice,  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  realize  any 
thing  from  them. 

If  the  fourth  instalment  of  die  deposites  with  the 
states  be  deferred,  and  the  difficulty  in  seasonably 
transferring  it  be  thus  removed,  yet,  being  chiefly  in 
the  custody  of  banks  not  pay  ing  specie,  it  is  manifest 
that  it  cannot  be  immediately  realized  in  funds  suita- 
ble to  meet  existing  appropriations.  If  it  be  md 
deferred,  some  further  provision  will  be  still  more 
indispensable  to  enable  the  treasury  not  only  to  place 
it  with  the  states,  but  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors 
and  officers  in  a satisfactory  manner,  until  the  duties 
now  due  from  the  merchants,  and  the  funds  now  in  the 
discontinued  deposite  banks,  can  be  collected.  It  is 
true,  that  a resort  to  die  states  for  refunding  portions 
ot  the  large  sums  already  deposited  with  diem,  would 
also  remain  by  law;  but  under  the  limitations  of  the 
act  of  June,  1836,  it  would  be  very  slow  in  its  opera- 
tion, and,  if  complied  with,  would  prove  entirely  in- 
sufficient to  answer  such  an  urgent  occasion  as  the  pre- 
sent. During  tbe  ensuing  quarter,  the  whole  amount 
that  could  be  legally  recalled  would  not  exceed  six 
hundred  am!  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Hence  it  seeris 
expedient,  either  in  aid  or  exclusion  of  a requisition 
on  the  states,  as  may  be  deemed  most  suitable  by  con- 
gress, to  provide  some  temporary  resource  until 
enough  of  the  fourth  instalment,  or  other  means  in 
the  treasury,  can  be  rendered  available  to  discharge 
all  the  public  engagements.  It  need  not  be  a loan, 
or  an  increase  of  laxes  of  any  kind;  as  the  general 
government,  in  respect  to  its  finances,  whatever  tem- 
porary embarrassment  the  recent  convulsions  in  com- 
merce and  banking  may  have  created,  is  far  from 
having  anv  just  cause  for  despondency.  It  is  neither 
overwh  Invd  with  a national  debt,  nor  destitute  of 
large  pecuniary  resources  on  hand;  but  entirely  free 
b om  the  former,  it  is  so  amply  supplied  with  the  lat- 
ter as  to  have  in  the  treasury  over  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  eight  or  ten  millions  more  in  bonds,  which 
will  soon  become  pay  able.  But  a large  portion  being 
in  deposite  with  the  states,  and  the  residue  chiefly  in 
banks  ami  i ; the  hands  of  merchants,  under  the  diffi- 
culties before  named,  in  procuring  promptly,  and  in 
a legal  currency,  the  amounts  of  money  which  are  ! 


needed,  some  coll  ileral  aid  lor  a short  period,  till  a 
sufficiency  can  be  collected,  appears  to  be  judicious, 
if  not  indispensable. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  energies  of  the  country  gene- 
rally are  not  paralyzed,  nor  its  prospects  clouded  In 
any  great  physical  calainili-  s;  and  hence  ns  immediate 
wants  can,  without  doubt,  be  provided  for  in  various 
w ay  s. 

One  inode  would  be  to  authorize  the  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes,  receivable  for  all  public  dues,  but  without 
interest.  These  would  differ  It  oni  the  drafts  or 
cli  cks  now  in  use,  only  as  the  latter  are  given  for  im- 
mediate payment,  and  drawn  on  persons  anil  banks 
having  public  money  sufficient  to  meet  them;  and, 
consequently,  the  holders  must  be  exposed  to  the 
trouble  anil  expense  of  presenting  them  at  the  places 
where  payable.  Still  they  are  nearly  on  a par  with 
specie.  In  the  present  deranged  slate  of  bank  paper 
and  exchanges,  and  in  the  favorable  condition  of  the 
general  government,  by  its  ample  resources  and  ex- 
emption from  pecuniary  liabilities,  to  impart  the 
greatest  confidence  in  respect  to  the  redemption  ot 
such  notes,  it  is  probable  dial  they  would  readily  be 
taki„  at  par  by  most  of  the  public  creditors.  Espe- 
cially would  this  be  likely  to  happen,  provided  they 
were  issued  in  denominations  as  low  as  twenty,  fifty, 
and  one  hundred  dollars;  and  not  in  loo  large  quanti- 
ties, but  used  only  in  anticipation  of  the  accruing  reve- 
nue on  occasional  emergencies,  and  to  a limited 
amount. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  should  the  department, 
during  the  present  delinquency  of  many  of  the  public 
debtors,  be  exposed  to  such  very  large  calls,  and  col- 
lect so  i tile  revenue,  a«  not  to  be  able,  by  both  tbe 
above  notes  and  drafts,  to  meet  all  its  engagements  in 
a satisfactory  manner,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
president  should  possessa  contingent  authority  to  cause 
treasury  notes  to  be  issued,  bearing  an.  interest  not  to 
exceed  six  per  cent. 

Specie  could  always  be  raised  on  these  for  the  pub- 
lic creditor,  when  he  preferred  it.  But  as  notes  bear- 
ing muci  interest  would  soon  cease  to  be  used  in  cir- 
culation, (and  if  they  should  not,  would,  as  a currency, 
be  troublesome  in  the  computation  of  interest,  and 
loo  strongly  tend  to  exclude  specie  from  the  country,) 
it  might  lie  advisable  not  to  make  them  receivable,  at 
first,  for  any  public  dues,  but  only  to  resort  to  that 
measure  afterwards,  when  it  should  be  found  conve- 
nient for  redeeming  them. 

In  connection  with  the  issue  of  any  treasury  notes 
it  is  beloved  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provision  for 
their  early  and  filial  redemption  This  could  be  ac- 
complished by  enacting,  that  when  the  money  on  band 
in  tbe  treasury  and  the  mint,  available  for  public  pur- 
poses, may  exceed  a given  amount  of  lour  or  five  mil- 
lions, it,  shill  be  the  duty  of  (lie  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  cause  these  notes  (securing  priority  to  any  on 
interesl)to  be  redeemed  to  such  an  extent  as  the  surplus 
may  exceed  that  sum,  anti  what  will  probably  be 
needed  to  defray  current  expenses.  It  being  believed 
that  a reduction  of  the  tariff,  and  suitable  regulations 
concerning  the  sales  of  public  land,  ought  at  a proper 
time  to  be  put  in  force,  so  as  to  prevent  any  large  and 
regular  accumulation  in  the  treasury,  the  department 
would  respectfully  propose  that,  in  case  of  any  unex- 
pected excess  beyond  the  sums  above  specified,  it 
should  merely  be  invested,  in  a temporary  manner, 
in  safe  state  slocks,  at  their  market  rate,  subject  to 
be  sold  again  whenever  the  proceeds  shall  be  wanted 
to  discharge  existing-  appropriations. 

An  additional  consideration  in  favor  of  those  mea- 
sures is,  that  since  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
which  absorbed  any  occasional  surplus  o'  recepts,  it  is 
mpossible,  according  to  the  views  expressed  in  some 
previous  reports  from  the  undersigned,  that,  with 
sources  of  revenue  so  fluctuating  as  ours,  and  so  de- 
pendent on  commercial  prosperity,  any  fiscal  opera- 
tions should  be  long  continued  with  ease,  vigor,  and 
uniformity,  without  some  such  regulator  as  a power 
to  issue  and  redeem  treasury  notes,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  the  investment  of  surpluses.  By  any  other  course 
we  should  constantly  be  exposed  to  great  deficiencies, 
or  excesses,  with  all  their  attendant  embarrassments. 
If  depositing-  the  excesses  with  the  states,  subject  to  be 
recalled  to  supply  deficiencies,  the  pecuniary  profit 
to  tbe  whole  union  will  be  no  greater,  while  such  a 
course  may  involve  us  in  a series  of  vexatious  demands 
on  them,  accompanied  by  various  dangers,  both  to 
them  and  the  general  government;  and,  in  tbe  mean 
time,  it  is  feared  will,  in  many  instances,  tend  to  ex- 
cite excesses  and  evils  similar  to  some  of  those  under 
which  the  country  is  now  suffering. 

Y.  ON  THE  SAFE-KEEPING  OF  THE  PU1ILIC  MONEY 
HEREAFTER. 

The  arrangements  for  keeping  the  public  money, 
which  had  been  in  successful  operation  for  a few  years 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836, 
became  partially  embarrassed  by  carrying  iiito  effect 
some  of  its  provisions.  But  the  enforcement  of  them 
all,  where  not  entirely  perfected,  was  in  seasonable 
progress  in  May  last,  when  the  department  was  com- 
pelled by  the  nut  to  give  notice  to  such  of  the  selected 
banks  as  had  suspend-  il  specie  p i nvents  that  they 
could  no  longer  be  considered  as  general  depositories 
of  the  public  money. 

A list  is  annexed  of  all  before  employed  in  that 
| capacity,  which  have  been  discontinued. 


Af-er  due  inquiries  to  prnvi-n  other  de  pusnoi  i<  s, 
n i form i ly  l - the  act,  llie  dcptii  Intent  lias  com- 
pleted the  appointment  ol  only  i n-  . 1 ins,  and  tniir 

more  that  have  not  suspende-',  with  one  that  has  re- 
sumed specie  payments,  (making  six  in  all, ) const i- 
tute  tbe  present  bank  d-  positories  lor  gemi.d  pur- 
poses. 

During  Hie  inahilili  to  obtain  specie-paying  banks 
at  other  points,  the  treasurer  being  inquired  by  the 
.-losing  part  of  tile  Stli  s clion  ot  tbe  avi,  to  keep  and 
disburse  the  public  money  -irem'ding  to  ilit  laws  be- 
fore in  force,  lias  done  it  m coitloiinity  In  tbe  very 
wide  discretion  which  existed  whin  no  rules  were  in 
toi-ce,  iliat  had  been  prescribid  by  congress,  oxer  pt  to 
“keep”  and  “disburse  the  same”  under  tbe  g.  m ral 
superintendence  of  the  secretary  ot  the  tin- usury  . A 
part,  of  it  lias,  therefore,  been  kept  in  special  deposite 
in  this  city,  a portion  ot  it  m the  mini,  and  the  residue 
with  tbe  officers  collecting  it,  until  it  was  wanted  lot- 
public  purposes, or  until  it  accumulated  in  such  sums  at 
anv  point  as  not  to  be,  probably,  wanted  there  lor  such 
use  In  tin.  Di.se,  It  I. no,  Icons  time  to  t im e,  been 

applied  to  the  payment  of  creditors,  by  drafts  on  the 
receivers  or  collectors;  arid  m the  last,  the  excess  lias 
been  directed  to  be  temporarily  placed  w nit  banks  not 
remotely  situated,  and  in  special  deposite  lor  safely, 
until  wanted  for  expenditure  elsew  here;  or  until  some 
new  legislation  shall  lake  place  in  relation  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  tbe  department  would 
respectfully  suggest  some  provisions  winch  may  be 
more  specific,  and  may  be  required  tor  the  sale  keep- 
ing and  disbursing  of  the  public  money. 

In  the  present  condition  ol  the  government  and  the 
country,  two  systems  are  proposed,  either  of  which, 
il  is  believed,  may  he  practicable  and  adequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  crisis.  One  is,  an  enlargement  and 
adaptation  nf  the  system  partially  employed  since  the 
suspension  ol  specie  pay  ments,  so  as  to  make  it 
answer  all  necessary  purposes.  'I  bis  could  be  c fleet- 
ed merely  by  assigning  in  our  existing  officers  and 
establishments  some  additional  duties. 

The  treasurer,  at  the  seal  ol  government;  the  mint, 
with  its  branch  at  New  Orleans,  and  another  which 
lias  been  contemplated,  and  is  much  needed,  at  New 
York,  for  other  purposes;  collectors  ol  the  customs, 
and  receivers  of  money  lor  the  sales  ol  land,  as  well 
as  postmasters,  might  all  lie  directed  to  keep  in  safety, 
nol  only  the  public  money  collected  by  them,  Imt  all 
actually  placed  in  their  possession,  by  transfer  or 
oilier  wise.  As  fiscal  agents,  they  m ight  also  be 
required  topay  over  and  transfer  il  for  such  public 
purposes  as  may  be  authorized  by  congress,  and  under 
such  regulations  as  the  treasury  deparlmi  nf  from  time 
to  lime  mav  prescribe  Indeed,  the  third  section  of 
the  post  office  law  ol  I 825,  v illi  the  bond  taken  under 
it  as  to  the  agency  of  the  post  masters,  is,  perhaps, 
already  sufficiently  broad  lor  that  class  ol  officers. 
At  points  like  New  York,  and  a few  others,  where  a 
likelihood  exist'd  that  tbe  sums  would  permanently 
be  large,  hut.  which,  under  a reduced  revenue  and 
expenditure,  would  seldom  occur,  authority  might  be 
given  to  appoint  the  clerks  now  acting  as  cashiers  or 
tellers  under  the  collectors  and  receivers,  or  other 
more  suitable  persons,  to  act  as  keepers  and  paymas- 
ters ol  the  public  money.  But  they  should  be  made 
independent  of  the  collectors  arid  receivers,  and 
placed  under  the  like  tenure  of  office,  and  under 
suitable  bonds.  Additional  means  nl  safely,  and  such 
additional  hut  limited  compensation  to  any  ol  the 
above  officers,  might  he  provided,  as  the  increased 
risk  and  labor  might  render  just;  but  in  only  a lew 
cases  would  these  last  be  much  augmented  at  any 
place. 

Taking  the  year  1 834  as  furnishing  a specimen  suffi- 
ciently large  of  tbe  probable  business  in  future  con- 
nected with  the  general  operations  of  the  treasury 
department,  but,  of  course,  not  including  the  separate 
establishment  of  the  post  office,  the  whole  number 
of  warrants  issued  in  that  year  was  a little  under  five 
thousand,  arid,  though  differing  much  in  actual  amount, 
averaging  about  $5,000  each.  I bis  would  be  less 
than  twenty  warrants  a day,  and  hence  would  require 
less  than  one  per  day  to  be  paid  in  each  ol  the  twen- 
ty-six  states.  They  differed,  in  fact, from  four  per  day 
in  tli is  district,  and  two  per  day  in  New  York,  which 
were  the  highest  numbers,  to  only  one  per  week  in 
several  of  tbe  states.  The  business  at  each  office 
dailv,  or  even  weekly,  ill  making  payments  of  the 
dralts,  would,  therefore,  be  very  little.  If  more  than 
one  dralt  issued  on  a warrant,  the  business  would  be 
increased  in  that  proportion,  unless  the  whole  pay- 
ments were  reduced,  as  is  probable,  lierealler,  to 
sixteen  or  seventeen  millions  yearly. 

In  regard  to  the  risk,  five  millions  in  the  treasury 
at  hiiv  one  time,  if  all  placed  in  the  hands  ol  collectors 
and  receivers,  would  not,  on  an  average  exceed 
$30,000  with  each  of  the  present  number. 

But  if  the  amount,  besides  one  million  in  the  mint, 
was  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  half  the  present  number, 
which  would  approach  nearer  to  the  probable  result, 
the  sum  with  each  would  still  be  less  than  most  ol  the 
existing  bonds  of  receivers;  and  when  exceeding 
theirs,  or  those  of  the  principal  collectors,  the  excess, 
■n  most  cases  could  be  readily  prevented,  or  reduced, 
by  being  drawn  out  to  pay  creditors,  or  be  conveni- 
ently transferred  to  the  treasurer  ol  the  United  States, 
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at  the  seat  of  government,  or  to  the  mint  and  its 
branches.  Until  one  of  the  latter  is  authorized  at 
New  York,  the  substitute  before  mentioned,  of  one  of 
the  present  officers  in  the  customs  there  as  an  inde- 
pendent keeper  and  paymaster  of  the  public  money, 
could  be  adopted,  and,  if  deemed  prudent,  be  extend- 
ed to  any  other  similar  place. 

In  this  mode,  the  present  number  of  officers  con- 
nected with  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue  throughout  the  United  States  need  not  be  at 
all  increased.  Nor  will  it  become  necessary,  except 
in  a few  cases,  to  augment  their  compensation.  Twen- 
ty or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a year  would  probably 
cover  the  whole  additional  expense  of  every  kind. 

The  other  system  to  which  the  attention  and  con- 
sideration of  congress  are  respectfully  invited  is  a 
new  organization,  by  means  of  commissioners  or 
receivers  general,  to  gather  the  collections  to  more 
central  points,  and  keep  and  disburse  there  a large 
portion  of  the  public  money,  or  such  as  could  not  be 
kept  safely  and  expended  conveniently  in  the  hands 
of  the  collecting  officers.  Such  an  organization  might 
he  at  only  three  or  tour  of  the  most  important  points; 
or  it  might  be  made  more  extensive,  and  the  number 
enlarged  to  eight  or  ten.  This  could  be  arranged,  in 
all  important  particulars,  substantially  in  the  manner 
which  is  now  in  very  successful  practice  iu  some  of 
the  most  enlightened  and  opulent  governments  of 
Europe,  ami  as  was  urgently  recommended  by  this 
department  as  early  as  lf9J.  The  only  material  dif- 
ference need  be,  to  pay  out  more  of  the  money  near 
the  places  where  it  is  collected,  rather  than  first  to 
trmsmit  most  of  it  to  the  seat  of  government.  This 
organization  of  fised  agents  would  be  advantageous 
as  a separate  establishment  for  this  business  alone, 
and  as  an  independent  cheok  on  most  of  those  col- 
lecting the  revenue.  But  it  would  require  some 
addition  to  the  present  number  of  officers,  ami  in 
the  first  instance  would  more  increise  the  public 
ex  [lenses. 

But  the  whole  add  tion  of  principal  officers  need 
not  exeeed  ten.  Nor  would  the  increased  annual 
expense  to  the  government  probably  amount  to  over 
filly  or  sixty  thousand  dollars,  as  the  system  would 
enable  both  the  war  and  navy  departments  to  dispense 
with  several  of  their  agents  for  making  local  disburse 
rnents.  The  danger  of  any  losses  will  be  nearly  the 
same  under  both  plans.  It  is  impossible  to  conduct 
the  affsirs  of  government,  or  the  ordinary  transactions 
of  society,  without  trust  aud  risk  of  some  kind.  But 
one  great  object,  wherever  pecuniary  confidence  is 
reposed,  should  always  he  to  require  the  best  safe- 
guards which  appear  reasonable;  and  in  either  of  these 
systems,  as  hereafter  expl  lined,  the  amount  trusted 
can  be  more  easily  kept  from  becoming  excessive,  and 
the  hazard  of  losses,  alfeeiiug  the  deposile  agent  by 
his  lending  or  trading,  be  fully  obviated,  by  the  s'rict 
prohibition  of  both  the  latter,  under  severe  p-nalties. 

Our  direct  losses  from  either  collecting  or  deposite 
agents  have  always  been  comparatively  sm  dl  Those 
by  the  former,  it  is  believed,  have  not  equalled  those 
by  the  latter,  though  the  latter,  being  banks,  have 
usually  in  the  end  paid  most  ol  their  deposites.  The 
losses  by  the  former  are  also  supposed  not  to  have 
excee'ded  one-filth  of  those  on  the  bonds  of  merchants 
for  duties,  and  probably  not  one-eighth  of  those  from 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  under  the  credit 
system. 

Occasional  and  strict  examinations  of  the  money  on 
hand,  where  large  in  amount,  would  furnish  a strong 
safeguard  beyond  the  character  of  the  officer,  and  the 
property  of  himself  and  sureties,  and  which  it  might 
be  provided  should  be  made  by  a committee  of  con- 
gress, or  in  any  other  mode  deemed  most  eligible  to 
constitute  an  effectual  check. 

The  plans  which  have  been  explained  as  to  fiscal 
agents,  are  suggested  for  cons  deration,  under  a Belief 
that  either  is  appropriate  in  the  present  posture  of 
affairs;  that  they  require  hut  slight  changes  in  our 
existing  laws  or  usages;  and,  whatever  objections  can 
be  adduced  against  them,  will,  at  the  same  time,  be 
found  to  possess  many  signal  advantages. 

They  will  not,  so  much  as  some  other  modes  of 
keeping  the  public  money,  expose  the  treasury  to 
disappointments  and  delays,  through  a dangerous 
partnership  of  interest,  or  the  list  of  that  money  for 
private  or  corporate  purposes.  As  the  vicissitudes  of 
trade  or  speculation  affect  the  persons  who  borrow 
from  the  public  banking  depositories,  the  evil  conse- 
quences must  sometimes  inevitably  reach  and  embar- 
rass the  treasury  itself.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  will 
these  modes’,  like  our  former  one,  cause  frequent 
injury  to  those  who,  trading  on  the  revenue  of  the 
government,  are  subject  to  be  most  pressed  to  refund 
it,  when  least  able.  It  is  believed,  likewise,  that  the 
funds  of  the  treasury  can  be  always  more  readily 
commanded  in  a legal  currency,  anti  the  hopes  of  its 
creditors  not  defeated,  nor  its  faith  violated  so  often, 
if  the  money  is  not  loaned  out,  either  in  full  or  in 
part,  but,  as  in  other  countries,  is  retained  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent,  and  in  the  actual  custody  of  officers 
exclusively  fiscal.  In  other  countries,  the  public  mo- 
ney is  believed  to  be  seldom,  if  ever,  chargeable  to 
the  treasurer,  till  it  is  either  paid  over  on  some  draft, 
so  that  he  can  get  credit  for  the  payment,  (and  which 
mode  is  practised  somewhat  in  England,  as  well  as 
here,  and  extensively  in  France,)  or  lodged,  not  in 


deposite  in  any  bank,  but  in  his  own  possession  at  the 
seat  of  government.  In  the  former  mode,  the  systems 
now  proposed,  and  especially  the  first  one,  would 
operate  so  as  to  disburse  at  each  point  most  of  the 
public  money  collected  near,  and  would  thus  enable 
the  treasury  to  command  its  resources  with  less  delay; 
the  money  not  being  previously  paid  over  at  some 
distance,  and  to  a separate  set  of  agents,  as  has  usaally 
been  the  practice  here  in  the  use  of  banks;  nor  mucli 
of  it  transported  inconveniently  to  the  capital,  as  has 
usually  been  the  practice  elsewhere.  This  mode 
would  thus  possess  one  of  the  greatest  excellencies 
in  any  fiscal  system;  which  is,  to  pay  over  quickest 
to  the  public  creditor,  and  with  the  least  official 
complexity,  whatever  is  c dlected  from  the  public 
debtor. 

Besides  these  advantages,  others  would  bp,  that  the 
money  in  the  treasury,  under  both  of  the  plans  sub- 
mitted, can  always  be  more  easily  kept  down  to 
moderate  dimensions  by  reductions  in  the  revenue, 
and  by  temporary  investments  of  an  occasional  surplus, 
as  there  will  be  no  aritigomst  interest  connected  with 
it,  wishing  for  loans  and  the  use  of  surpluses,  and  Oius 
co  operating  to  prevent  areduciion. 

The  existing  establishments  and  officers,  whenever 
convenient,  would  be  employed  without  a double 
machinery  or  the  organization  of  a new  system  of 
agents.  Executive  control  would  be  diminished  ra- 
ther than  increased  by  them,  because  any  additional 
officers  will  he  selec  ed,  not  by  the  president  alone, 
nor  the  treasury  department,  as  the  banks  now  are, 
but  virtually  he  design  ited  by  congress,  and  the  prin- 
cipal incumbents  appointed  "by  the  consent  of  the 
senate.  They  wonlii  also  remove  all  ground  for  the 
obj  -ction  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  system, 
that  the  executive  aline  ex  rcisesan  extensive  pitrcm- 
ag -‘and  gre it  moneyed  influence  t irnngh  a host  of 
bank  presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scatter- 
ed through  every  sec'ion  of  the  country,  a id  selected 
without  the  assent  or  check  of  either  house  of  tOngi  ess 
in  any  particular  case,  a id  making  luans  of  the  public 
money  from  considerations  merely  political  ov  official. 
A very  w.d  ■ discretion  w ill  be  thus  restricted,  and  a 
prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  imputation  of  favor- 
itism and  partiality  tie  entirely  stopped. 

Tiieofficers,  uoderthe  plans  proposed,  will  likewise 
be  amenable  exclusiv  ly  to  the  g-neral  givernmeni, 
and  not  be  emh  massed,  like  the  officers  of  the  b inks, 
tiy  conflicting  duties  and  iiueivsts  in  respect  to  the 
states;  nor  involved  in  those  collisions,  jealousies, 
and  recriminations, often  attend  int  on  tit ut  position. 

The  independent  anil  harmonious  nc: inti  of  each 
government  in  its  appropriate  sphere  will  thus  he 
more  fully  secured.  The  local  ins' itut  tms,  as  a 
general  pr.nciple,  will  be  left  to  the  care  and  uses  of 
i he  several  states  wh  ch  established  them,  without 
interference  on  the  pun  of  Ihe  general  government, 
and  to  be  regulated  or  discontinued,  as  deemed  most 
us  ful,  u id  r their  o.vn  state  po'icies,  and  most  con- 
ducive to  the  original  purposes  of  their  creation.  Nor 
would  any  general  moneyed  corporation,  aside  from 
the  grave  doub’s  which  axist  as  to  both  its  consitu- 
tiunality  and  general  exp-diency,  have  been  likely  in 
such  a crisis  as  that  of  the  war  of  1812,  or  perhaps 
ill  it  nf  the  list  spring,  to  have  proved  a much  safer 
public  deposi'ory  (linn  those  local  institutions.  Though 
more  convenient  in  form  tor  fiscal  purposes  than  they, 
and  free  from  some  objections  as  to  want  of  symme- 
try and  accountability  wh  ch  obtain  against  them,  yet, 
if  chartered  on  usual  principles,  and  judging  from 
experience  here  as  wt  11  as  abroad,  it  must  h ve  failed, 
in  a trial  like  those,  to  have  sustained  either  our  pecu- 
niary opera'ions,  or  its  own,  in  strict  good  faith  and 
in  due  vigor. 

Without  entering  into  details  to  illustrate  this  po- 
sition, it  is  necess.ry  to  notice  only  the  single  circum- 
stance, that  the  bank  of  England,  during  a severe  war, 
suspended  specie  payments  near  a quarter  of  a centu- 
ry, and  that  neither  of  the  two  United  States  banks  ex- 
isted so  as  to  be  obliged  to  encounter  such  a peril. 
But  since  the  last  spring,  the  notes  of  the  second  one, 
to  the  amount  of  several  millions,  have  been  allowed 
to  sink  into  the  mass  of  irredeemable  and  depreciated 
paper,  though  issued  under  all  the -high  securities  and 
sanctions  of  a charter  from  the  general  government, 
and  with  very  large  funds,  still  under  the  control  of 
officers  and  trustees  deemed  by  the  stockholders  ex- 
ceedingly skilful,  and  bound  by  both  law  and  contract 
to  redeem  those  notes  in  specie,  and  on  demand. 

The  systems  which  have  heen  proposed  in  this  re- 
port, if  adopted,  could  not  be  expected  to  continue 
entirely  exempt  from  losses  by  that  unfaithfulness  or 
casualty  to  which  all  trusts  in  human  affairs  are  expo- 
sed. llut  they  may  he  surrounded  with  strong  safe- 
guards, and  would  very  probably  soon  he  ehahled  to 
answer  in  a satisfactory  manner  every  purpose  of  the 
government,  in  its  condition  so  different  in  many  re- 
spects from  that  which  formerly  existed,  and  which 
was  the  paramount  cause  urged  for  the  incorporation 
of  our  two  former  United  States  banks.  Its  finances 
are  not  now  burdened  with  a national  debt  of  from 
seventy,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  and,  be- 
sides our  ordinary  expenses,  with  the  annual  payment, 
on  account  of  principal  and  interest,  of  from  ten  to 
sixteen  millions,  to  be  first  widely  collected,  and  then 
transferred  and  disbursed  at  only  a few  points  on  the 
seaboard.  It  is  now  with  a yearly  revenue,  reduced 


from  thirty  and  forty  millions  to  near  twenty,  and 
probably  soon  to  be  only  sixteen  or  seventeen,  and 
with  a course  of  expenditure  which  can  readily  be 
diminished  so  as  not  much,  if  any,  to  excede  the 
revenue  in  a natural  state  of  business.  In  large  sec- 
tions of  our  country,  and  in  such  a state  of  business, 
this  expenditure  happens  nearly  and  very  conveniently 
to  correspond  in  amount  with  tile  receipts  in  the  same 
sections. 

We  are,  likewise,  reposing  in  peace,  with  very  su- 
perior means  of  communication,  whether.  by  mail  or 
personal  intercourse,  and  with  a greatly  increased  and 
increasing  portion  of  gold  in  the  currency,  to  render 
distant  transfers  and  payments  more  easy.’  It  is  mani- 
fest, therefore,  that  our  fiscal  concerns  will  be  greatly 
lessened  in  amount  as  well  as  difficulty,  unless  we 
shall  be  visited  by  wars  or  other  scourges,  involving 
us  in  debts  and  embarrassments  of  an  aggravated  char- 
acter, and  which,  fortunately,  no  sufficient  reason  ap- 
pears for  anticipating  at  an  early  day. 

Under  the  proposed  arrangements,  the  transfers 
from  -certain  points  could  be  often  effected,  when 
required  by  the  department  for  public  purposes,  not 
only  with  ease,  but  so  as  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
domestic  exchanges,  in  the  mode  of  employing  drafts 
suggested  in  a subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 
In  a more  natural  and  ordinary  state  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  like  that  in  1834,  the  transfers  required 
to  a great  distance  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
millions  during  the  year;  and  almost  the  whole  of 
them  were,  at  that  time,  in  siich  a direction  as  to  yield 
a profit,  raiher  than  be  expensive  to  the  banks  which 
made  them. 

If  the  treasurer  were  required  to  receive  payment 
in  advance,  at  certiin  convenient  points,  for  all  lands 
sold,  as  has  once  been  the  construction  of  the  act  of 
1820,  the  probability  is,  that  very  soon  all  the  unfa- 
vorable transfers  rendered  necessary  would  become 
quite  unimportant  in  amount  and  less  expensive  than 
ihe  transportation  of  specie  and  paper  has  been  here- 
tofore, frim  ihe  distuit  land  offices  to  the  nearest 
deposite  banks,  before  much  of  it  was  paid  to  the 
public  creditors  It  will  be  seen  ilia1,  by  ihese  modes 
of  keeping  the  public  money,  it  would  not  lie  indis- 
pensable to  employ  any  banks  as  a prescribed  part  of 
the  sysiem,  although  it  mighi  some  imes  be  conveni- 
ent lo  use  them  as  individuals  do,  and  as  subortlinaie 
fiscal  officers  often  do  in  other  countries,  for  ihe 
deposite  and  transfer  of  large  sums,  and  particul  irly 
for  special  deposites,  when  looking  merely  to  safety 
and  an  early  occasion  to  u^e  the  money. 

No  art  ol  congress,  uniil  the  charter  of  the  la.ct 
bank  of  the  United  Stales  iu  1816,  required  the  public 
money  in  the  treasury  to  be  kept  on  deposite  in  any 
bank  whatever  The  whole  subject  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  this  department.  Even  that  chai  ter  per- 
mitted the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove  the 
d-posites  from  the  bank  o the  Uni'ed  States,  when 
he  thought  proper. 

Iu  ihe  supplt  men'al  report  from  this  department, 
n 1834,  on  the  keeping  an  I disbursing  of  the  public 
monev,  a state  of  things  like  the  present  was  adverted 
to  and  considered.  It  was  observed,  in  regard  to 
such  an  occurrence,  that  it  will  then£'beeome  neces- 
sary to  devolve  these  duties  on  some  receiver  or 
collector  already  in  office  or  on  some  safe  agent  not 
nnw  in  office,  as  has  bien  the  practice  for  years  in  this 
country  in  paying  pensions  at  convenient  places,  rear 
which  there  was  no  slate  bank  or  branch  ot  the  United 
States  hank,  and  as  has  long  been  the  usage  in  some 
countries  of  Europe,  by  having  the  revenue  in  certain 
districts  chiefly  received, kept,  and  transmitted  through 
private  agents  and  liroki  rs.  ” 

But  it  was  added,  that ‘-‘though  the  fisc  il  operations 
of  the  government  could,  undoubtedly,  still  proceed 
through  the  personal  agencies  before  mentioned.” 
and  without  any  banks,  state  or  national;  yet,  “it 
would  be  at  some  inconvenience  and  increase  of  ex- 
pense, unless  remed  ied  in  a mariner  that  may  hereafter 
be  developed,  and  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
department,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  he 
si)  eligible  a system  as  the  present  one;  because  banks, 
though  exposed  to  some  dangers  and  evils,  and  though 
nst  believed  to  be  necessary  lor  the  fiscal  purposes  of 
any  government,  and  much  less  of  one  in  the  present 
happy  financial  situation  of  ours,  are  frankly  acknow- 
ledged to  be,  in  many  respects  a class  of  agents  eco- 
nomical, convenient,  am!  ireful.” 

The  use  of  state  banks  had  then  been  adopted,  and 
was  proceeding  satisfactorily.  For  more  than  two 
years  after,  it  continued  to  he  in  successful  operation, 
so  far  as  regarded  both  convi  nience  and  safety.  But 
now,  most  ol"  the  state  banks  have  ceased  to  pay  specie 
even  lor  their  notes,  and  many  have  pa'd  out,  it 
not  issued,  small  bills,  so  as  not  to  he  in  a situation 
either  to  he  retained  or  to  become  fiscal,  agents,  in 
conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  the  deposite  act.  A 
(ew  nlhcrs,  who  are  in  a legal  situation  to  he  select' d, 
decline  to  receive  the  public  money  under  some  of 
the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act. 

Nor  is  any  national  hank  in  existence,  or,  indepen- 
flent  of  its  inexpediency  in  a political  view,  supposed 
to  be  capable  of  being  establi-hed  constitutionally. 
Hence  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  congress,  under 
all  the  above  considerations,  whether  the  early  adop- 
tion of  one  of  the  plans  proposed  is  not  proper,  and 
would  not  be  bizhh’  conducive  to  the  mibLc  interests. 
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yr.  SETTLEMENT  WITH  TUE  FORMER  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Another  subject  that  appears  to  require  the  early 
action  of  congress  is,  the  turther  indulgence  which  it 
may  be  proper  to  extend  to  such  ot  the  former  depo- 
sits hanks  as  are  still  indebted  to  the  United  Stales. 

The  taels  which  are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to 
aid  congress  in  forming  a correct  decision  on  this 
subject  will  be  fully  submitted.  The  perils  to  which 
those  banks  were  exposed  had  caused  to  the  depart- 
ment much  solicitude  lor  sver.il  months  before  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  led  to  some  pre- 
cautionary suggestions  which  it  lelt  bound  to  make  to 
them,  so  far  as  appeared  consistent  with  the  usual 
principles  of  banking  in  this  country,  and  not  calcu- 
lated, by  creating  sudden  alarm,  to  hasten  the  catas- 
trophe that  has  since  happened. 

Besides  the  general  cautions  with  respect  to  the 
excesses  of  bank  issues,  and  the  dangerous  consequen- 
ces likely  to  ensue,  which  were  detailed  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  fi  om  this  department,  Severn]  instances  oc- 
curred where  the  course  of  the  business  ot  some  ot*  tpe 
depositories  appearing  from  their  r<  turns  to  be  injudi- 
cious, special  letters  of  advice  were  deemed  proper, 
and  were  wr.tten.  A rigid  system  in  requiring  addi- 
tional specie  was  also  pursued  in  all  cases  of  unusual 
deficiency.  In  regard  to  the  effect  of  these  steps  on 
the  banks,  it  affords  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  add, 
that,  from  the  completion  of  their  selection  alter  the 
deposite  act  passed,  to  the  last  returns  before  their 
suspension,  a great  reduction  in  the  c rculation,  as 
well  as  discounts  of  many  of  them,  had  taken  place, 
and  in  several  cases,  a much  larger  proportion  of 
specie  was  kept  on  hand.  Indeed,  considering  (he 
extraordinary  amount  of  public  money  paid  out  by 
them  between  last  November  and  May,  amounting  to 
near  twenty  millions  more  than  their  receipts  daring 
the  same  period.it  is  a fact  highly  creditable  to  their 
prudence  and  ability,  that  the  specie  of  all  was  reduced 
only  from  about  fifteen  to  thirteen  m llions,  and  their 
circulation,  instead  of  increasing,  fell  from  near  for  y- 
one  to  thirty-seven  millions. 

As  a whole,  their  specie,  compared  with  their  cir- 
culation, continued  to  be  almost  as  large  in  May  as  in 
November.  It  averaged  more  than  one  to  three,  or 
much  more  than  lias  been  customary  with  the  banks 
in  this  country,  and  was  over  double  the  relative 
quantity  belli  by  all  the  banks  in  England  at  the  same 
period,  and  was  in  a proportion  one-fourth  larger 
than  that  in  the  hank  of  England  its  If.  Their  im- 
mediate means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabili- 
ties,  were  somewhat  stronger  in  November  than  in 
May,  but  were  at  both  periods  nearly  1 to  24,  or 
greater  than  the  usual  ratio,  in  the  best  times,  of  most 
banks  which  have  a large  amount  of  deposites  in  pos- 
session. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  deposite  banks  was  an  event  not 
generally'  anticipated. 

The  policy  since  pursued  by  most  of  them  lias  been 
favorable  to  an  early'  discharge  of  their  engagements 
to  the  treasury,  and  to  a resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. Many  have  gradually  reduced  their  discounts 
and  circulation,  as  well  as  paid  over  much  of  their 
public  depositrs.  This  may  be  more  fully  seen  in  the 
tables  annexed.  Since  the  1st  of  May,  their  dis'-ounts, 
as  a whole,  have  been  reduced  about  $2i),SS8  776, 
their  circulation  §4,991,791,  and  their  public  deposites 
$15,607,316,  while  their  specie  has  diminislied  less 
than  $3,00u,000.  Ol  lhe  number  of  eighty-six  hanks 
employed  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  ten  or  eleven 
are  supposed  to  have  p.ii  I over  all  the  public  money 
which  was  thtn  in  iheir  possession,  to  the  credit  ol 
the  treasurer.  In  the  custody  of  more  than  half  the 
others,  an  aggregate  ol  less  than  $700,000  remains 
unadjusted.  Several  of  the  rest  still  possess  large 
sums;  but  many  of  them  have  continued  promptly  to 
furnish  such  payments  from  time  to  time,  for  meeting 
the  public  necessities,  that,  according  to  the  last  week- 
ly statement,  the  whole  halance  to  his  credit  which  re- 
mained unpaid  in  all  of  them,  was  only  $12,418,041. 

The  course  adopted  in  respect  to  the  deposites  of 
disbursing  officers,  alter  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  with  a view  to  safety,  as  wellas  to  encour- 
age the  early  resumption  of  such  payments,  may  be 
seen  more  folly  in  the  documents  annexed. 

It  was  considered  proper  to  proceed,  and  attempt 
to  withdraw  all  the  public  money  from  the  discontiuu 
ed  agents,  as  fast  as  it  was  wanted  for  public  purposes, 
and  as  new  and  suitable  depositories  could  be  procur- 
ed to  receive  any  thing  obtainable  beyond  such 
amount.  But  while  the  former  agents  appeared  to  be 
secure,  and  to  be  making  proper  efforts  to  meet  such 
calls,  it  seemed  more  conducive  tn  the  eventual  safety 
ot  the  money,  and  more  cons  stent  with  true  wisdom, 
as  well  as  the  convenience  of  the  treasury,  to  refrain 
irons  unnecessary  prosecutions  and  costs  till  the  early 
session  of  congress,  which  had  been  called,  in  part, 
lor  the  consideration  of  t his  subject.  On  thd  contra- 
ry, when  any  of  the  banks  pers  sted  in  neglecting  to 
pursue  the  prudent  course  of  curtailment,  and  in 
m, iking  no  reasonable  efforts  to  discharge  the  drafts 
on  them  in  an  acceptable  manner,  the  department 
considered  it  a duly,  however  unpleas  mt,  to  deliver 
their  agreements  anil  bonds  tn  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury  for  suit.  This  lias  already  been  done  in 
nine  cases;  in  some  as  a matter  of  precaution,  to  ob- 
tain additional  security  beyond  what  had  been  given; 


and  in  others,  to  lake  the  preliminary  steps  for  an 
action  against  the  sureties  as  well  as  the  principals. 

Some  of  the  additional  banks,  rendered  necessary 
to  carry  into  elf  ct  one  of  llie  provisions  of  the  late 
deposite  act,  have,  on  this  occasion,  proved  the  least 
prompt  and  efficient  ill  meeting  their  obi  igations.  But 
though  the  losses  of  a few  may  be  severe,  and  consi- 
derable delay  may  arise  in  discharging  their  engage- 
ments; and  though  t has  been  proper,  and  has  evinced 
a commendable  state  of  moral  feeling  in  many  of  them, 
to  strike  at  the  root  ol  the  present  txeess.-s  in  paper, 
by  curtailing  largely  both  their  issues  and  discounts, 
and  thereby  to  make  serious  sacrifices;  yet  the  condi- 
tion of  them  all  appears  to  he  such  as  will,  with  the  col- 
lateral security  taken  in  most  cases,  render  the  United 
Stales  probably  sale  against  any  ullimaie  loss.  Con- 
sideting  the  wide  spread  pressure  ol  the  times,  winch 
had  involved  some  of  the  banks,  as  well  as  their 
debtors,  in  extraordinary  embarrassments;  and  that 
the  public  money,  as  a general  rule,  had  previously 
been  called  from  them  only  in  moderate  sums,  as 
n«eded  for  expenditure  and  transfer,  it  was  not.  io  uc 
expected  that  several  of  them  would  be  able  to  pay 
over  at  once,  and  in  specie,  the  whole  of  the  large 
amount  then  in  their  possession. 

More  especially  was  this  not  to  be  expecled,  when, 
from  the  grtat  accumulation  of  deposites,  the  specie 
of  ill  of  them  at  the  time  o!  the  suspension,  as  well 
as  for  many  months  before,  though  larger  than  the 
proportion  held  by  most  other  hanks,  did  not  equal, 
and  could  not,  without  making  a sudden  and  great 
chinge  in  the  practice  under  our  whole  hanking  sys- 
lent,  equal  one  half  of  their  indebtedness  to  the  go- 
vernment alone.  It  is  presumed  that  a considerable 
portion  of  the  money  since,  as  well  as  (ormerly,  paid 
by  the  banks  on  transfers  and  drals,  has  not  been  de- 
manded nor  paid  in  specie. 

But  no  persons  have  been  required  to  accept  any 
thing  else,  nor,  according  to  the  views  of  the  under- 
sigicd,  could  they  be,  without  a violation  of  law  and 
sound  policy. 

The  drafts  or  the  treasurer  for  debts,  when  drawn 
on  hanks  and  not  discharged  on  presentment,  have, 
under  instructions  h orn  litis  department,  been  often 
laten  up  in  its  behalf  by  the  collectors  and  receivers, 
in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  relieve  the  public 
creditor  from  delay  and  loss.  New  drafts,  when  the 
first  ones  were  not  paid  in  an  acceptable  manner,  have 
also  in  some  cases  been  given  on  other  depositories, 
am  have  helped  to  promote  sitisfactory  adjustments. 

Since  the  discontinuance  of  most  ot  the  banks  as 
depositories,  this  department  has  also  found  the  use 
of  drafts  made  directly  on  receivers  and  collectors 
very  acceptable  to  most  of  public  creditors;  and  by  the 
specie  fortunately  then  on  hand,  and  since  collected 
by  the  receivers,  with  a part  of  what  was  before  in  the 
mint,  and  some  occasionally  supplied  by  a few  of  the 
banks  anti  collectors,  a large  amount  of  claims  has  been 
paid,  and  the  treasury  is  ready  to  pay  others  in  it,  so 
far  as  practicable,  at  points  and  in  a manner  convenient 
to  many.  But,  till  the  indebted  banks  r-sume  specie 
payments,  or  increased  collections  can  be  made  in 
specie  of  what  is  due  from  them  and  Irom  the  mer- 
chants, it  must  be  obvious  that  the  department,  how- 
ever anxious  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors  and 
officers  in  specie,  when  demanded,  is  unable  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object. 

This  is  one  of  the  evils  incident  to  the  existing  state 
of  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  and  which 
cannot  he  remedied  unless  congress  furnish  additional 
means,  until  specie  payments  are  generally  resumed. 
Same  intermediate  losses,  by  a depreciation  ot  hank 
notes,  must,  therefore,  fall  on  those,  whether  credi- 
tors or  officers  of  the  government,  who  consent  to 
take  them  rather  than  submit  to  delays  in  payment. 

Hence  it  seems  highly  reasonable  that  the  govern- 
ment should  hasten,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  restoration 
of  specie  p lyments,  at  least  by  its  former  fiscal  agents 
who  are  still  in  its  debt. 

This  would  put  an  end  to  such  losses.  It  also  seems 
proper  that  those  deposite  banks  which  have  not  gene- 
rally answered  the  demands  on  them,  but  have  con- 
tinued to  receive  full  interest  on  the  deposites  tiny 
had  loined  out,  should  he  required  to  pay  it  on  the 
sums  still  retained,  and  from  the  period  when  they 
failed  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  the  treasury.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  members  of  congress,  coming  from 
every  section  of  the  country,  would  he  the  lies  judges 
of  what  further  lenity  or  severity  might  properly  he 
exercised  towards  them;  and  knowing  more  intimately 
the  causes  and  consequences  of  (he  suspension  ol 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  their  respective 
neighborhoods,  can  decide  with  greater  accuracy 
whether  any  indulgence  coul  1 hereafter  he  extended 
to  them  appropriately,  txc  pt  on  the  condition  of  an 
early  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  an  allow- 
ance of  interest  during  atii  delay  in  meeting  their 
fiscal  engagements.  Wuh  the  means  of  inform  ition 
possessed  by  the  un  lersigued,  he  dors  not  hesitate  to 
express  an  opinion  that  it  should  not  be  done  without 
a compliance  with  such  conditions.  As  turther  evi- 
dence of  the  ability  of  must  of  them  on  this  subject,  it 
will  be  necessary  only  to  advert  to  the  abstract  of 
their  last  returns,  which  has  been  previously  an- 
nexed. 

From  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  the  southwest, 
by  making  much  of  their  eiiculation  not  redeemable 


at  home,  but  at  distant  points,  and  providing  for  it 
there  by  bills  of  exchange,  (so  many  of  which,  during 
the  past  season,  have  failed  to  be  paid,)  the  situation 
of  several  of  the  lianas  there  is  least  el  gible,  not 
only  for  an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments,  hot 
for  a speedy  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  their  debts 
to  the  government.  But  m the  western,  and  probably 
in  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  if  not  elsewhere,  the 
ability  to  sustain  such  payments  appears,  by  their 
returns,  much  greater  than  has  been  customary  in  this 
country.  Their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tion, is  as  one  to  two,  and  one  to  three;  and  their  im- 
mediate means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabdi- 
ties,  are  over  one  to  three.  Hence  h has  been  Imped 
that  the  efforts  which  the  banks  were  bound  to  make 
Would  lead,  in  most  places,  to  the  desirable  events 
above  mentioned,  without  very  long  delay.  The 
objection  usually  urged  against  an  Caily  resumption, 
that  the  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  against  this  coun- 
try would,  in  that  event,  cause  some  ol  the  specie  in 
the  banks  to  be  drawn  out  and  shipped,  will,  however 
true  In  point  of  iVioi,  ,, <-,00-00  muol.  1i.ro  loret,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  delay  hitherto  has  not  prevented 
the  export  of  specie.  On  the  contrary,  considerable 
sums,  which  were  in  ordinary  circulation,  have,  since 
the  suspension,  been  withdrawn,  and  a portion  of 
them  sent  abroad,  while  their  plaee  is  badly  supplied 
with  depreciated  paper.  So  happily  adjusted,  however, 
are  the  liws  of  trade,  even  in  their  influence  on  the 
precious  metals,  that  while  our  custom-house  books 
show  an  export  since  the  15th  of  May  last,  chiefly  to 
England  and  France,  of  $3,708,320  of  specie,  they 
show  during  the  sune  lime  imports,  chiefly  from 
other  quarters,  of  $3,140,020.  Though  the  actual 
imports  and  expor.s  have  both  doubtless  exceeded 
those  amounts  since  that  period,  and  the  ratio  of  dif- 
ference has  been  somewhat  greater,  yet  the  total  drain 
has  been  much  less  than  many  have  imagined,  and 
produced  less  effect  on  the  general  ability  of  the 
country  and  the  b ulks  to  have  specie  p lyments  re- 
sumed and  successfully  sustained.  Congress  having 
power  to  pass  a bankrupt  law,  it  would  be  worthy  of 
consideration,  if  the  power  be  ever  exercised,  whether 
all  biriks,  and  in  any  event,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Dallas  and  Mr.  Crawford,  all  employed  by  the  trea- 
sury, should  not  be  subjected  to  its  provisions,  and 
on  any  important  and  deliberate  failure  in  their  pecu- 
niary dulks,  b-  compelled  at  once  to  close  their  con- 
cerns. 

In  respect  to  the  hanks  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
as  well  as  others  cpnneeted  with  the  general  govern- 
ment, it  seems  desirable  that  the  measures  adopted  in 
relation  to  them,  by  congress,  should  have  a strong 
tendency  to  encourage  the  earliest  resumption  of 
specie  payments  which  is  practicable  and  sate.  For 
this  purpose,  little  doubt  can  exist,  that  while  those 
measures  will  be  the  most  salutary  which  shall  evince 
a due  liberality  and  forbearance  to  the  extent  really 
required  by  the  crisis,  they  should,  beyond  that,  be 
rigorous  in  exacting  the  adoption  ot  such  steps  as  are 
Sanctioned  by  the  sound  principles  of  currency  and 
the  public  faith.  They  will  then  help,  at  an  early 
day,  to  relieve  the  community,  as  well  as  the  treasury, 
from  a condition  of  the  circulating  medium,  widen, 
so  far  as  it  consists  of  hank  paper  irredeemable  m 
specie,  is  one  of  the  worst  scourges  which  can  be  in- 
flicted on  society.  It  is  no  less  hostile  to  the  best 
maxims  of  political  economy,  than  usually  subver- 
sive  of  every  just  sense  of  both  moral  and  legal  obi i - 
ga  ion. 

VII.  ON  THE  MONET  RECEIVABLE  FOB  PUBLIC  DUES. 

The  kind  of  money  or  currency  receivable  for  pub- 
lic clues,  is  another  embarrassment,  concerning  which 
legislation  has  been  deemed  proper  by  many.  A 
change  in  the  existing  practice  has  been  requested  by 
others,  without  legislation.  But.  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  no  change,  which 
would  sanction  the  receipt  of  bank  paper  not  redeema- 
ble in  specie,  has  been  thought  either  prudent  or  per- 
missible by  this  department.  Nor  will  such  an  one 
be  adopted  without  the  express  direction  of  congress. 

Believing  that  specie  is  Che  best  standard,  and  the 
only  one  contemplated  by'  the  constitution,  for  the 
public  revenue  and  expenditures,  as  well  as  for  the 
value  of  contracts  and  property,  every  departure  from 
it  for  those  purposes  is  deemed  by  the  undersigned 
pernicious,  if  not  unconstitutional.  The  question  as 
to  the  expediency  of  using  any  other  medium  for  a 
currency,  is  of  a different  character,  and  more  compli- 
cated. But  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a resort  to 
continental  money',  bills  of  credit,  or  any  species  of 
paper  not  redeemable  in  specie,  and  which  had  been 
developed  in  our  own  experience,  as  well  as  in  the 
soundest  theories  of  political  economy,  were  undoubt- 
edly a principal  cause  for  those  rigid  provisions  in  the 
constitution  connected  with  the  currency.  They  re- 
strict any  st  te  from  issuing  mere  “hills  of  credit,” 
from  making  any  thing  a tender  “except  gold  and  sil- 
ver,” or  passing  any'  law  “impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts,”  as  well  as  confine  to  congress  alone  the 
power  “to  coin  money”  and  “regulate  the  value 
thereof.”  The  exercise  of  this  last  power,  manifestly 
relating  only  to  metallic  money,  appears  to  require 
merely  the  coinage  of  a sufficient  supply  at  the  mint, 
and  in  convenient  denominations  for  all  necessary 
purposes,  and  of  such  an  intrinsic  value,  as,  while 
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prcveuing  it  iron)  being  depreciated  on  the  one  hand, 
should,  on  the  oilier  ot  he  so  underrated  as  o cause' 
it  to  lie  too  readily  exported,  or  melted  down  for  us; 
in  manufactures. 

The  wind  ammmt  necessary  for  public  pm  mints 
has  Iren  much  ms  pprehendtd.  Wit  ou  a surplus 
in  the  treasury,  it  w ould  seldom  exceed  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  even  if  no  evidences  of  debt,  or 
any  Kind  of  [taper  money,  were  receivable.  Like  a 
running  stream,  the  coin  which  flows  in  as  constantly 
flows  out,  without  much  accumulation;  one  dollar 
helping  to  perform,  in  a single  year,  the  service  of 
payment  and  repayment  numerous  limes.  Indeed, 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  States  do  not,  in  a 
sound  state  ot  business  and  prices,  need  over  one  hun- 
dred anti  ten  millions  of  an  active  circulating  medium 
for  all  their  currency.  This  would  he  a larger  pro- 
portion of  currency  to  our  present  population  than  the 
average  has  been  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution; 
and  if  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  could  be  deem- 
ed desirable,  would  require  only  about  thirty  millions 
more  than  the  specie  which  is  supposed  now  to  exist 
in  the  country.  But  the  present  quantity  of  specie 
being  divided  pretty  equally  between  the  hanks  and 
individuals,  not  half  of  it  is  in  active  circulation;  and, 
unless  it  becomes  increased,  and  much  more  equally 
diffused,  some  paper  is,  of  course,  neces-ary  to  pre- 
vent a sudden  revulsion  in  prices  a :1  values,  and  to 
supply  a sufficient  circulating  medium  for  the  legiti- 
mate purposes  of  the  slates  and  the  people.  Some 
paper  will,  probably,  always  be  found  convenient  lor 
commercial  operations.  It  would,  therefore,  he  invi- 
dious, if  not  unauthorized,  for  the  general  govern- 
ment to  deprive  the  states  of  any  supposed  advantage 
in  the  use  of  it,  so  far  and  so  long  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  or  otherwise  to  interfere  with  their  course,  in 
relation  to  it,  except  to  enforce  the  present  constitu- 
tional prohibition  against  issuing  any  bills  of  credit,  or 
making  any  thing  a tender  except  gold  and  silver. 
Care,  however,  must  be  employed,  incidentally,  to 
avert,  as  far  as  possible,  any  evil  influences  which 
might  otherwise  he  exercised  over  our  own  fiscal 
operations  by  the  different  local  policies  pursued  on 
a subject  of  so  much  delicacy,  hazard,  and  difficulty. 

The  power  which  congress  may  possess  to  legis- 
late, with  a view  of  furnishing  a paper  currency  of 
any  kind  for  the  ordinary  uses  of  the  community,  or 
of  regulating,  in  any  way,  domestic  exchanges,  is  not 
entirely  clear,  nor  well  defined.  Whatever  may  he 
its  just  extent,  it  seems  seldom,  if  ever  necessary  to 
be  used,  while  the  states  retain  such  a wide  and  un- 
disputed authority  over  hanking;  and  while  the  local 
institutions,  as  well  as  private  hankers,  here  no  less 
than  abroad,  are  generally  so  competent  to  effect  ex- 
changes. Such  a [tower  is  not  expressly  conferred 
in  the  constitution,  nor  does  it  seem  to  be  implied, 
unless,  in  tbe  execution  of  some  plain  grants,  it  may 
become  proper  to  be  exerted  on  any  emergency,  and 
without  using  means  otherwise  forbidden,  unwarrant- 
able, or  inexpedient. 

In  regard  to  exchanges,  it  is  believed  that  seldom, 
if  ever,  has  any  government,  however  unlimited  its 
authority,  considered  it  wise  to  prescribe  special 
regulations  for  efiee  iitg  them.  Such  a government 
might  w'ell  feel  empowered  “to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,”  or  between  its  own  sta’es,  it  it 
had  any;  but  to  regulate  exchanges  between  individu- 
als, would,  in  most  cases,  be  justly  deemed  arbitrary. 
On  the  contrary,  the  sound  pi  inciples  of  trade  seem 
to  require  as  little  interference  as  possible  wilt  fixing 
the  price  of  commodities,  or  the  mode  and  medium 
through  which  they  shall  be  interchanged.  Those 
principles  would  only  yield  adequate  prop  clion  or 
security,  furnish  facilities  appropriate  and  authorized, 
and  establish  a good  standard  of  value.  Irn  eed,lhe 
balances  of  indebtedness  between  different  sections  of 
the  country,  if  left  to  work  out  their  natural  conse- 
quences on  the  rate  of  exchanges,  will  usually,  as  they 
are  now  doing,  correct  excesses  in  business  in  any 
quarter,  and  he  self-regulators,  far  superior  to  any  of- 
ficious and  minute  legislation.  The  rate  merely  for 
exchanges  can  seldom  exceed  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting specie  between  any  two  [daces;  and,  it  sur- 
passing that,  the  excess  must  arise  from  what  govern- 
ment has  little  power  to  cure — that  is,  f om  the  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  money  where  indebtedness  is  great, 
interest  high,  and  credit  impaired. 

In  regard  to  the  currency  which  is  most  suitable 
for  public  purposes,  whatever  maybe  the  authority  ot 
the  general  government  to  make  or  adopt  a paper  one, 
in  full  or  in  part,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why,  alter 
having  established  specie  as  a standard,  having  tor- 
hidden  any  thing  else  to  be  made  a tender,  and  having 
succeeded  in  encouraging  tbe  introduction  of  a supply 
of  it  into  tbe  country,  very  ample  for  all  fiscal  purpo- 
ses, it  should  expressly  dispense  with  its  employment 
as  the  most  usual  medium  for  those  purposes.  rl  he 
fundamental  acts  of  congress  as  to  the  payments  for 
duties  and  lands  have  not  made  anv  exceptions  in  its 
use,  or  provided  any  substitutes,  except  the  “eviden- 
ces of  the  public  debt.”  Any  exceptions  allowed 
ought  certainly  never  to  permit  any  thing,  except  spe- 
cie, to  be  paid  ought  as  a rightful  tender  by  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  this  principle  has  always  been  strictly 
observed.  But  by  constructions  adopted  early  in  this 
department,  and,  subsequently,  bv  the  charters  to  the 
two  United  States  banks,  as  well  as  by  an  apparent 


sanction  in  the  joint  resolution  of  1810,  d fterent  sub- 
stitutes of  notes  issued  by  those  and  state  banks,  have, 
at  di  fie  rent  limes  and  under  different  modifications, 
been  perm.tted  to  be  received  in  payment.  These, 
however,  have  been  allowed  only  when  regarded  as  a 
clear  equivalent  to  specie,  or  by  being  readily  converti- 
ble into  it,  and  by  being  recommended  by  some  -iqie- 
ri  r convenience  or  utility,  as  well  as  by  great  securi- 
ty. As  specie  likewise  . ombines  safely,  uniformit  . , 
general  use,  sound  tlieo  y,  and  almos'  universal  ex[je- 
tierne  in  favor  of  its  common  employment,  tbe  fra- 
mers of  tbe  constitution  doubtless  believed,  as  has 
been  tbe  uniform  practice,  since,  tha'  a'l  substitutes  of 
paper,  as  they  have  less  inti  in-ie  value,  though  they 
often,  by  smaller  weight  or  bulk,  pos  ess  -omc  quali- 
ties of  greater  cotivtti  ein  e for  ceitain  uses,  should 
never  be  permuted  'o  be  forced  on  either  the  govern- 
ment or  the  common  ty  without  their  express  consent. 
As  'hey  depend  also  on  cred  t for  their  worth,  it  must 
he  had  policy  to  conn'ename  (hem  for  either  public 
p.-t-otv,  u.c,  ..hen  their  credit  does  not  rest  on  un- 
doubted security,  or  to  encourage  such  small  denomi- 
nations of  them  as  would  he  emplo>  ed  by  those  classes 
in  society  whose  business  i-  of  a kind  wliuh  cannot 
he  essentially  promoted  by  the  substitutes;  whose 
profit  is  little  or  nothing  derived  from  them;  and 
whose  losses  where  depreciations  occur,  cannot  he 
borne,  without  distress. 

Another  general  objection  to  every  substitute  rot 
resting  on  an  equal  amount  of  specie  in  pledge  to  ip 
deem  it,  winch  was  the  original  idea  of  a bank  of 
is-ue,  is,  that  it  tends  to  dispense  wi  ll  the  necessity  | f 
specie,  in  connection  with  the  currency,  and  thus,  ly 
converting  more  of  it  into  an  ar  icle  of  trade,  expel 
it  from  the  country;  while  a circulating  medium  s 
introduced  instead  of  it,  which  is  usually  less  safe, 
and  often  tempts  to  ruinous  expansions  in  issues  »s 
well  as  business,  so  as  to  cause  great  fluctuations  in 
prices,  unsettle  the  value  of  prnpertv  and  contract^, 
and  sometimes  strip  from  honest  industry,  in  a mo- 
ment, the  hard  earning,  of  v ears. 

Besides  these,  a special  d fficulty,  in  the  use  of  any 
other  substitute  for  public  purposes,  is  ihe  ptovrasti- 
iiaiion,  disappointment,  and  embari assmeut  which,  in 
case  of  its  depreciation  are  sometimes  occasioned  by 
it  to  great  national  measures,  as  well  as  the  discredit 
ihus  cast  up  ill  the  wisdom  of  die  govi  rnment,  for 
regulating  its  fiscal  affairs  in  such  a manner  as  to  b 
unable  to  discharge  punctuady  its  engagements,  and 
for  the  exhibition  ol  an  example  so  mischievous  'o 
both  individuals  and  nations.  Another  difficulty  in 
this  coimtiy  is  the  want  of  equal  value,  at  different 
places,  in  any  other,  vv  lieu  compared  with  the  stamlanl 
of  specie,  and  the  virtual  violation  whcli  its  receipt 
for  duties  may  thus  cause  of  the  spirit  of  that  pari 
of  the  contitution  requiring  ad  impos's  to  he  “uni- 
form.” Nor  can  these  two  last  difficulties  be  always 
entirely  overcome  by  the  use  of  such  paper,  or  aav 
other,  though  redeemed  m specie  and  on  demand,  if 
:l  be  taken  at  a distance  from  tbe  place  of  ns  redemp- 
tion. But,  in  the  ad m mist t a' ion  of  our  fiscal  concerns, 
it  has  always  been  very  desirable  to  avoid  tbe  want  of 
unifnrnii'y,  and  tbe  debit  or  expense,  and  sometimes 
die  loss,  incident  to  the  ree- ipt  for  Lnds  or  dudes  of 
such  notes  if  redeemable  at  a distance,  and  wli'nli 
then  would  some  imes  occur  before  they  could  he 
converted  imo  specie,  nr  such  money  as  the  pm  lie 
creditor  was  bound  or  willing  to  accept.  In  order, 
then  fme,  to  prevent  those  mjiuious  consequences, 
one  mode  lias  been  to  accept  no  state  hank  notes  wliat- 
e er  for  pubdc  dues,  as  is  now,  and  snmet  mes  here- 
t'  foi  e was,  the  pracli'  e in  respe  t to  lands.  Anotli  r 
has  been,  o permit  none  to  be  taken  ex'ept  such  as 
under  permission  of  'lie  treasury  department,  the  c<d- 
lecting  offic'  i s or  tbe  pubi  c depos  lories  were  will- 
ing at  once  to  credit  as  specie. 

In  our  earl t operations,  for  purposes  of  facilitating 
remittances  to  tbe  treasury,  quite  as  much  as  for  ac- 
commodation to  others,  c Hectors  were  instructed  'o 
receive  cei  tain  stat  batik  notes,  payable  near  the  seat 
'f  government,  and  which  were  to  be  credited  as 
cash  when  forwarded  by  mail,  nr  otherwise,  to  the 
treasurer.  The  justification  offered  for  this  course 
may  be  speii  in  a report  from  this  d-  partm  tit  in  Apt  il, 
1790.  The  situation  of  the  country,  however,  as  to 
ease  in  communication,  facility  in  exch  nges,  anti  lit 
nearer  location  of  many  points  of  collection  to  those 
of  expenditun  s,  has  since  undergone  such  great  im- 
provements, as  for  a long  time  10  have  rend  ivd  the 
receipt  of  notes  to  aid  in  public  transfers  seldom  ne- 
cessary and  almost  entirely  disused.  Another  mode 
adopted  by  congess  has  been,  to  render  ihe  receipts 
of  the  notes  of  state  banks,  for  any  purpose  less  ma- 
terial, by  pro-riding  those  of  a bank  cha  tered  by  the 
general  government,  and  making  these  Iasi,  l>v  law, 
receivable  for  all  pubi  c dues.  But  ill's  mode  lias 
ceased;  and  tbe  legality  as  well  as  sound  policy  of 
the  practice  to  receive  (be  notes  of  s'ate  banks  f r any 
public  dues,  wli  tlier  dune  with  a view  to  fiscal  . r 
general  convenience,  and  though  under  all  the  strict 
limitations  before  mentioned,  has  been  questioned  by 
some.  Others  have  considered  any  limitation  what- 
ever, bv  either  tbe  executive  or  tins  department,  as 
not  justifiable  s nee  the  joint  resolution  ot  1810.  It 
h,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested,  that  a strong 
propiietv  exists  for  congress  to  legislate  mare  expli- 
citly on  the  whole  subject. 


It  may  he  proper  and  useful  t_o  : (Id  that  as  nto'l  oi 
the  duties  on  impons  have  L-een  distharged  n checks 
on  die  L ink  where  the  bonds  w>  te  depos  ted  for  col- 
lection, or  in  its  own  notes,  and  seldom  in  those  of 
banks  at  am  d s mice,  li  tle  en  ban  assmeut  has  ever 
arisen  concerning  die  payments  for  duties  in  bank 
m tes.  Bm,  in  taking  them  fur  lands,  the  remote 
situaton  of  the  purchasers,  the  receivers,  and  die 
batiks,  has  genet  ally  been  such  that  fiequent  difficul- 
ties and  eh  nges  in  practice  have  occuired  during  the 
period  while  die  Ut  ited  Stales  hank  and  i s lirm  ches, 
as  well  as  the  stale  tr  nks,  were  enq  lo  ed  as  depos  lo- 
ries. In  our  mixed  system  of  a currency,  and  ore  so 
long  and  so  deeply  interw  oven  w ith  thebus  ne-s  ol  the 
country,  it  was  very  inconvenient  entirely  to  avoid, 
an  at  the  same  time  occasion:  1 ly  da II g!  r<  us  to  permit, 
taking  die  bills  of  any  slate  bank  lot  lands;  and  the 
receipt  of  s n h notes  was  obliged  to  be  either  so  re- 
stricted as  to  prove  ol  little  convenience  to  ti  e com- 
nmol',  or  a task  was  incurred  of  many  partial  ar- 
raignments being  made,  and  some  ultimate  injuries 
sustained  by  the  t easury. 

Ur  del- all  these  circumstances,  the  course  lea  t liable 
to  strin  g objictions  appears  to  be  for  congress  to  pi  e- 
sci  ibe  some  specific  i egol  lions  on  the  whole  subjt  et. 

This  could  be  effected  by  directing  w hat  alone  ap- 
pears safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  practice 
in  both  England  and  France.  It  is,  that  the  bills  of 
no  local  hanks  he  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the 
near  location  of  the  bank,  he  equivalent  to  specie;  he 
able  to  be  converted  into  specie  at  very  shot!  periods 
by  the  receivers  and  collectors,  so  as  to  pay  the  public 
creditors  legally,  if  demanding  specie;  and  be  thus 
accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Another  advantage  from  this  course  would 
be,  its  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by  the  neighbor- 
ing banks. 

The  occasional  convenience  of  a sound  paper  cur- 
rency for  various  purposes,  whether  national  or  indi- 
vidual, such  as  large  payments,  distant  remittances, 
exchanges,  or  travelling,  is  highly  valued  by  some, 
and,  where  gold  does  not  circulate,  is  often  very 
considerable.  But  the  difficulties  in  keeping  it  sound, 
the  hazards  and  losses  incident,  to  its  use,  and  which 
have  already  been  explained,  are  troublesome.  Should 
congress  determine  that  it  is  proper  to  furnish  by  its 
own  authority,  and  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned, 
some  paper  medium,  of  higher  character  and  other 
than  what  now  exists,  in  private  bills  of  exchange  or 
notes  of  state  hanks,  no  doubt  exists  that  any  benefits 
which  may  occasionally  be  derived  from  its  employ- 
ment can  be  readily  secured,  without  treading  on  the 
debatable  ground  of  either  tbe  power  or  the  policy  of 
chartering  a national  bank. 

Certificates,  not  on  interest,  hut  payable  in  specie  to 
bearer  or  order,  as  well  as  being  receivable  tor  all 
public  dues,  could  he  authorized  to  he  given  in  pay- 
ment to  the  public  creditor,  whenever  preferred  by 
him,  and  sufficient  specie  existed  in  the  treasury. 
This  kind  of  paper  would  be  very  convenient  in  form, 
and  would  differ  little  from  the  drafts  now  in  use  on 
banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a known  specie  fund, 
and  expressing  un  its  face  not  only  this,  but  its  being 
receivable  in  the  first  instance  for  all  public  dues.  It 
would  possess  the  highest  credit  attainable  in  society. 

As  a practical  illustration  of  their  probable  utility 
and  convenience,  even  the  drafts,  though  exposed  to 
several  disadvantages  which  would  not  exist  with  the 
certificates,  are  near  the  [tar  of  specie,  and  furnish 
such  facilities  for  large  payments  and  distant  remit- 
tances that  the  amount  of  them,  on  both  banks  and 
collecting  offi  ers,  kept  out  unreturned,  has  increased 
within  a few  months  from  the  usual  aggregate  of  about 
two  millions  to  nearly  four  and  a half  millions. 

If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  public  and 
private  convenience  might  be  promoted,  and  an  equal 
quantity  of  specie  at  the  same  time  preserved  in  the 
country,  by  reserving  for  this  purpose,  from  any  ac- 
cumulation in  the  treasury,  a sufficient  sum,  and  by 
placing  it  at  a few  important  and  convenient  points,  to 
render  a greater  tiuml  er  of  certificates  redeemable 
there  with  the  very  coin,  whose  representative  they 
are  intended,  and  honestly  ought  to  be. 

All  the  advantages  of  these  certificates  could  thus 
be  furnished,  bv  merelv  [laying  them  out  to  the  public 
creditor,  when  more  desirable  to  him  than  specie. 
But  no  loans  of  them  appear  advisable,  nor  any  bank 
incorporation,  bank  officers,  or  bank  machinery  what- 
ever, in  connection  with  t lie  subject.  They  would 
combine  tbe  most  important  requisites  appertaining  to 
any  paper  i urrency — such  as  tbe  greatest  security,  an 
entire  specie  basis,  and  the  unity  of  all  issues  in  one 
body;  while  the  control  over  these  last,  which  it  is  so 
very  desirable  to  preserve  independent,  would  he 
placed  and  regulated  by  law,  so  as  to  prevent  any  in- 
terested or  injurious  excesses.  The  whole  risk  would 
be  the  loss  by  casualty  or  unfaithfulness  of  any  of  tbe 
specie  that  was  held  to  redeem  the  paper,  and  which, 
as  well  as  the  expenses,  would  probably  be  in  part 
remunerated  by  tbe  loss  of  certificates  before  tin  y are 
returned.  If  the  residue  of  tbe  expense  should 
constitute  anv  considerable  objection  to  the  sv  stem, 
it  could  be  fully  obviated  by  a moderate  and  fixed 
premium  for  the  certificates,  either  when  issued  cr 
redeemed. 

The  common  drafts  of  this  department,  in  their 
present  convenient  form,  possess  one  advantage. 
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■which  could  sometimes  be  imparted  to  the  certificates. 
When  used  at  places  against  which  the  balance  ot  trade 
exists,  but  drawn  on  places  in  whose  favor  it  is,  the 
former  do  now,  and  may  hereafter,  not  only  facilitate 
essentially  the  domestic  exchanges,  hut,  at  the  same 
time,  supersede  numerous  hank  transfers,  and  the 
more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself. 

The  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the  de- 
posite of  bullion  and  specie}  for  coinage  might  easily 
he  made  running  to  bearer  or  order,  and  receivable 
for  all  public  dues;  and,  in  that  way,  w ould  contribute 
to  the  same  desirable  ends. 

The  present  bran,  besot  the  mint,  if  not  numerous 
enough,  nor  situated  at  convenient  places  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  specie  and  bullion  for  this  purpose  might  be 
aided  by  two  or  three  agencies,  instead  of  more  ex- 
pensive new  branches,  at  points  favorable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  mint  and  of  the  community. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank  will 
he  less  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  tor  public 
dues,  in  proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid  securi- 
ties and  foundations  as  the  certificates  before  described. 
But  if  the  notes  of  state  banUc  ....  receivable 

for  such  dues,  under  certain  limitations  like  those 
which  have  been  captained,  the  other  most  desit  able 
guarantees  for  their  safety,  whether  looking  to  any 
use  of  them  by  the  general  government,  or  to  the  du- 
rable interests  of  the  states  themselves,  seem  to  be  for 
the  latter,  first,  to  impose  on  the  existing  banks,  so  far 
as  law  ful,  the  checks  mentioned  in  a subsequent  part 
of  this  communication.  They  could  next  authorize 
very  few  hanks  hereafter,  except  those  of  mere  dis- 
count and  deposite,  and  where  the  power  of  making 
paper  issues  to  pass  as  money  is  added — a power,  so 
sovereign  in  its  character,  and  so  indispensable  to  he 
vigilantly  guarded,  could  require  a large  proportion 
of  specie  to  the  circulation  and  deposites  to  be  kept 
on  hand,  and,  in  addition,  have  the  faith  and  security 
of  the  state  pledged  to  indemnify  the  community,  as, 
in  the  case  of  the  above  named  certificates,  would  be 
pledged  those  of  the  general  government.  This  would 
greatly  increase  the  caution  and  watch  ulness  of  all 
concerned,  and  could  be  done  by  special  laws  for  that 
purpose,  or  by  allowing  no  new  banks  hereafter,  ex- 
cept state  banks  so  organized,  or  by  requiring  state 
stocks  to  be  owned  by  all  the  hanks,  and  lodged 
in  trust  to  the  extent  necessary,  with  the  specie  on 
hand,  to  secure  the  immediate  redemption  of  all 
the  bills  issued;  and  all  the  deposites  payable  on  de- 
mand. Anotlu  r kind  of  security  beyond  wlrit  now 
generally  exists,  would  be,  never  to  permit  depos- 
ites to  be  received,  payable  on  demand  in  specie,  (a 
practice  so  very  dangerous  to  file  bill-holders,)  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  special  deposits  kept  lor  a mode- 
rate compensation.  The  only  other  description  of 
security  which  is  likely  to  piove  in  any  degree  effi- 
cient, seems  to  be  of  a penal  character,  either  by 
extending  the  provis'ons  of  a bankrupt  law  to  all 
banks,  as  before  suggested  in  respect  to  such  as  may 
be  fiscal  agents,  or  by  allowing  all  depositors,  ptlbl  c 
or  private,  and  all  I ill-holders,  not  only  a large  inter- 
est, but  severe  prosecutions  against  the  directors  after 
any  deliberate  omission  bv  banks  to  discharge  their 
duties  in  the  manner  provided  in  their  chait  rs  and 
contract'.  The  paramount  object  in  all  such  provi- 
sions should,  of  course,  be  to  guard  agauist  abuses, 
amt  reform  existing  evil',  though,  in  some  instances, 
the  case  may  have  hi  come  so  desperate  as  to  require 
even  amputation  to  save  li'e.  Every  tiling  el-e  con- 
cerning bank  paper  is  suppost  d to  belong  to  the  w isdom 
and  sound  discretion  of  the  several  states,  as  they  may 
preler,  from  time  to  time,  to  create  and  employ  it. 
Within  the  const  tutional  limitations,  and  as  soon  as 
deemed  exped  eut  by  anv  of  them,  specie  alone,  or 
paper,  nr  a mix'd  nied  um  of  both,  as  considered 
prvferab'e  by  each  for  its  own  purposes,  can  be,  if  it 
be  not  now,  established.  At  tb  • same  time,  it  is 
hoped  and  believed  that  no  vvi-h  exists  in  any  quart,  r 
to  prevent,  but  rather  a deep  and  general  anxiety,  like 
that  evinced  by  congress,  the  executive,  and  this  de- 
partment, lor  some  years  past,  to  encourage  the  same 
sound  currency  for  the  uses  of  the  peop'e  and  the 
states,  as  for  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment. 

Till.  SOME  GENERAL  CAUSES  ANI1  REMEDIES  OF  THE 
PRESENT  EMBARRASSMENTS. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  undersigned 
not  to  advert  to  the  chief  causes  of  the  recent  calami- 
ties, except  so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  our 
financial  condition,  and  as  appears  necessary  to  indi- 
cate, briefly,  a few  remedies  by  means  of  general 
legislation. 

Without  doubt  one  of  these  causes  was  the  over- 
production of  cotton,  coupled  with  the  large  and  sud- 
den depreciation  of  ils  price. 

The  whole  product,  though  before  so  great,  had, 
within  three  years,  been  increased  probably  more 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds,  so  as  to  exceed 
in  a single  year  the  enormous  quantity  of  five  hundred 
and  forty  millions  of  pounds.  The  fall  of  price  was 
such,  as  on  that  quantity  would  make  a difference  in 
its  value  of  near  forty  millions  of  dollars.  The  oc- 
currence of  this  fall,  however,  was  at  such  a period 
of  the  year  as  not  much  to  atfect  over  half  the  last 
crop;  but  the  violence  of  ihe  shock,  though  thus 
lessened,  still  occasioned  a loss  (o  an  appalling  amount. 
The  fall  was  chiefly  consequent  from  the  over-pro- 


duction, and  ihe  abrupt  withdrawal  of  foreign  credb, 
combined  vvidi  some  other  circumstances  w hich  need 
not  now  to  be  particularized.  The  over-production 
originated  parily,  like  most  other  excesses  here,  Ironi 
an  extraordinary  extension  of  credits  and  ol  bank 
issues,  and  partly  from  keeping  open  the  sales  of 
public  lands  to  all  persons,  and  at  tbe  former  low 
prices,  after  oilier  articles,  including  cotton  and  lands, 
hail  suddenly  risen  much  in  their  nominal  value 
Under  this  templing  stale  of  things,  those  sales  were 
exorbitantly  enlarged,  till  they  amounted  to  over 
twenty  millions  of  acres  in  a year,  when  not  more  than 
three  or  tour  millions  were  probably  necessar.  ; and 
not  SO  much  had  before  hi  en  requisite,  annually  to 
meet  the  natural  demands  lor  new  pui.l  c lands  for 
raising  cotton,  and  tor  all  other  kinds  ol  agricultural 
employment.  But  this  excess  in  sales,  so  unexpected 
and  ruinous,  can,  it  is  believed,  bi  aveited  hereafter, 
whenever  they  are  like  ly  to  go  beyond  a desirable 
amount  by  passing  laws  which  shall  confine  them  to 
actual  settlers,  or  increase  the  price  lo  others.  The 
same  m asures,  with  . tlier  mn.-di.  s l.*.*-. 
gested  for  some  other  existing  evils,  will  help  to 
comet  tuture  excesses  in  tbe  production  of  the  great 
domestic  staple  ot  the  Union. 

Another  of  the  causesof  the  present  embarrassments 
was  the  unprecedented  quantity  of  foreign  goods  im- 
ported. By  stimulants  to  overtrading,  suen  as  very 
extended  and  often  renewed  ci  edits  abroad,  as  well 
as  at  home,  so  treacherous  in  appearances  of  pro  - 
perty, those  importations  were  dangerously  swollen 
to  the  amount  of  almost  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars a year,  and  thus  constituted  an  excess  over  our 
exports  of  about  sixty  millions,  and  involved  tbe 
country  in  a foreign  debi,  merely  commercial,  whose 
balance  against  us,  after  all  proper  deductions  for 
freights,  profits,  and  similar  considerations,  probably- 
exceeded  the  aggregate  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 

I hat  excess,  so  little  anticipated  and  so  inti  screet, 
the  system  of  credit  formerly  in  use,  and  bet'er  regu 
lated  would  have  seasonably  prevented,  by-  requiring 
an  early  adjustment  of  balances,  and,  thus  turning  the 
foreign  exchanges  against  us,  would  have  slopped 
many  extravagances  both  in  trade  and  bank  issues. 

Bat,  stimulated  and  unrestrained,  as  before  de- 
scribed, it  increased  the  duties  some  millions  beyond 
wlia't  a prudent,  though  prosperous  state  of  trade  was 
likely  to  produce,  and,  combined  vvitli  some  other 
causes,  has  ovei  whelmed  the  mercantile  interest  with 
many  of  those  disasters  under  which  it  has  suffered  so 
severely  the  past  se.ison.  From  many  of  these,  no  just 
legislation  can  now  afford  much  relief.  Nor  could  any 
legislation  heretofore  have  prevented  severe  revulsions 
from  this  source,  except  by  imposing  checks  on  inor- 
dinate credit  and  banking,  as  well  as  on  sudden  and 
large  expansions  and  contractions  in  bank  issues,  and 
by  that  further  reduction  of  the  tariff,  wh  ch  has  been 
so  strenuously  urged  for  two  years  past  to  be  ailop'ed 
whenever  our  fiscal  condition  evinced  that  the  whole 
of  ihe  accruing  duties  were  not  needed  for  pubi  c pur- 
poses. Be.ause  the  great  surplus,  forced  into  the 
treasury  by  the  excesses  in  the  sales  of  land,  and  in 
duties  on  imports,  not  being  seasonably  withdrawn, 
either  by  equivalent  appropriations,  or  further  i educ- 
tions in  the  current  receipts  through  n w laws  or  by 
in. es* meats,  has  undoubtedly'  contributed,  through 
the  loan  of  it  while  in  deposite,  to  sustain,  in  some 
decree,  if  not  produce,  the  spirit  of  overtrading. 
That  surplus  was  often  deprecated;  and  the  only  sound 
legal  prevent"  es  still  app  ar  to  this  department  to  In  , 
the  measures  before  enumerated  for  preventing  its  ac- 
v umulat  on.  And  after  it  had  undesignedly  happened 
the  wisest  disposal  ol  it  was  SU|  posed  to  be,  to  expend 
it,  as  fast  as  useful,  on  proper  objects  of  a public 
character,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  not  to  leave  it  in  the 
deposite  banks,  but  to  invest  it  in  state  stocks,  as  a 
provident  fund  to  remain  both  safelv  and  profitably 
till  wanted  to  aid  in  meeting  current  expenditures  or 
extraordinary  cont  agencies. 

Tbe  undersigned  regrets  that  he  was  not  so  fortu- 
nate in  sustaining  his  opinions  concerning  ihe  trail 
sient  and  fluctuating  character  of  the  excesses  in  our 
revenue,  as  to  have  received  ihe  concurrence  of  con- 
gress in  relaiion  to  those  cautionary  provisions  form- 
erly recommended  by  lum  lor  meeting  tb  - revulsions, 
deficiencies,  and  contingencies,  which  he  supposed 
incident  to  them,  as  well  as  to  our  financial  system 
generally.  He  is,  at  the  same  time,  aware  tiiat  the 
deposile  act,  so  far  as  it  placed  a part  ol  the  public 
money  with  the  states  for  safe  keeping,  and  the  trea- 
sury circular  issued  by  the  direction  of  the  executive, 
as  to  ihe  kind  of  money  receivable  for  public  land', 
were  intended,  among  other  tilings,  to  obviate  a por- 
tion of  the  evils  connected  vvitli  these  excesses.  Nor 
does  he  entertain  any  doubt  that  they  both  contributed, 
at  first,  to  awaken  caution  among  the  more  consider- 
ate, ami  to  excite  strong  suspicions,  d not  convictions, 
in  prudent  minds,  as  lo  the  great  extravagancies  of 
credit  into  which  the  community  had  tashly  plunged. 
But  after  those  measures  had  accomplished  these  and 
similar  benefits  with  a portion  of  the  community, 
though  others  still  felt  justified  in  anticipating  a con- 
tinua-  ceof  surpluses  and  distributions,  the  subsequent 
influence  of  either  the  act  or  the  circular,  in  checking 
the  threatened  mischiefs,  is  believed,  in  most  cases, 
to  have  been  overrated.  The  operations  of  the  depo- 
site act,  in  supplying  deficiencies  of  tevenue,  by  a 


recall  from  the  stales,  however  well  loteiidid,  win 
probably  prove  very  deficient.  In  some  other  respects 
they  have,  by  first  requiring  to  be  speedily  collected 
and  sub-divided  arm  ng  mure  numerous  banks  irom 
ten  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  And  tben  compelling, 
within  the  short  peri  d of  nine  months  from  the  first 
ol  Januaiy  list,  anotlur  co. lection  and  transfer  of 
nearly  forty  millions  more,  and  much  of  it  from  tin- 
inei chants,  and  to  p aces  not  situated  in  the  usual 
channels  of  trade  or  of  large  fiscal  operat  ons,  tinqitcs- 
touablv  aggravated  many  of  the  (lisiressess  winch 
had  their  principal  origin  in  other  cans*  s.  Those 
operations  necessarily  aided  to  produce  the  derange  - 
ment  that  occurred  in  die  domes  ic  exchanges,  and 
imposed  a task  on  the  banks,  unpn  cedented  lor  iis 
amount  and  difficulty.  By  converting  suddenly  nt" 
demands  tor  specie  very  large  sums,  most  of  which 
were  bed  re  mere  credits,  tiny  also  hastened,  il  not 
increased,  the  loss  ol  confidence  in  banks  that  lias 
since  so  widely  impaired  tlicir  character  and  useful- 
ness. 

embarrassmen  s w liicli  will  be  noticed,  as  hav  ing  much 
cnnneition  with  our  financial  a flairs,  lias  b<  en  an  un- 
necessary and  injudicious  incriase  of  bank  capital, 
discounts,  and  issui  s.  A similar  increase,  however 
tins  may  have  been  influeuc  d by  the  large  t>  mporary 
deposites  ol  public  money  made  » iih  hanks  and  state  s, 
ami  by  (lie  causes  before  alluded  to,  lias  liappc  utd  in 
some  foreign  countru  s,  as  well  as  here,  during  the 
same  p<  riod,  Irom  othei  great  commercial  and  mone- 
tary impulses,  ih.tare  pern. am  inly  connected  with 
all  paper  systems  not  founded  entirely  on  specie. 
These  impulses  have  operated  in  some  measure  inde- 
pendently of  several  trans  ent  and  local  causes,  w h so 
effects  have,  by  many,  been  much  exaggerated.  It  is 
probable  that  they  never  can  be  properly  control]  el 
tinder  such  a syst.  m ol  expansive  creuit,  wh  le  ihe  in- 
dividual directors  ol  much  of  that  creelit  have  so  I ttle 
separate  legislative  restraint  placed  over  their  con- 
duct, and  have  private  interests  at  stake,  which,  in  tbe 
pursuit  of  immediate  and  large  profits,  must  usually 
possess  a strength  so  superior  to  that  of  any  sense  of 
general  duty  to  consult  the  public  security. 

The  amount  of  circulation  wbieh  existed  in  tbe 
early  part  of  the  last  year,  had  increaseel  thirty  mil- 
I ons  or  forty  m llions  of  dollars  in  only  three  years. 
It  continu  d to  expand  fi  r some  months  afterwards, 
and  in  the  last  annual  report  was  considered  likelv  to 
prove  ruinous  10  steady  prices;  to  surround  with  dan- 
ger every  species  c f sound  trade;  and  not  to  he  sus- 
ceptible of  that  reduction  lo  proper  d me nsions,  which 
was  necessary,  and  soon  inevitable,  without  probably 
producing  some  of  the  wide-spread  sulh  rings  which 
li.ve  since  happens  d.  The  con  si  itut  lunal  power  p!  the 
general  government,  to  check  such  evils,  except  s 
before  indicated,  and  incidentally,  through  the  kind 
of  money  it  can  and  should  permit  to  be  employed 
ill  its  revenues  and  expenditures,  is  apprehended  to 
be  limited.  Through  the  latte  r,  it  may  uselu  lv  <1  is.— 
coinage,  as  o!  late  years  lias  be  n attempted  by  con- 
gress as  well  as  the  executive,  i he  dangerous  issue  s 
of  small  bills,  and,  indeed,  paper  emissions  of  any 
kind,  winch  are  nut  “paid  on  demand  in  gold  or  silv.  r 
coin  at  the  place  whe  re  issued,  and  shall  not  be  equiva- 
lent to  specie  at  the  place  where  off  re  d,  anel  conve  ru- 
ble into  gold  or  s lver  upon  tbe  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  anel  without  delay  or  loss  lo  him.”  For 
the  like-  purpose,  il  may  likewise  continue  inflexible 
lo  countenance  for  smalle  r payments,  and  in  the  busi- 
ness of  society  not  particularly  c mmei  c al,  a metallic 
currency;  winch  is  not  liable  like  bank  paper  to  sml- 
elen  fiuui  tin  lions  and  gri  at  loss.  s.  A further  wise  slep 
would  doubtless  be,  to  refrain  to  make,  by  its  own 
acts,  any  addition  10  the  amount  of  hank  eapiial,  al- 
ready  too  great;  anel  to  rely  on  hank  paper  as  little  as 
pract  cable,  w hen  authorized  in  tbe  improvident  man- 
ner winch  has  often  prevailed,  and  exhibited  so  much 
feebleness  and  insecurity,  as  well  as  product  d so  many 
inconveniences  and  hisses. 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned  that,  all  beyond  thi% 
which  can  be  beneficially  accomplished,  in  connection 
with  the  last  cause  of  the  present  embarrassments, 
and  without  an  alteration  in  the  const  tutimi  confi  r- 
ring  on  die  general  government  diiect  authoiitv  ovt  r 
every  kind  of  banking,  must  he  effecti  d through  the 
state  legislatures,  and  tbe  commercial  bahts  ol  ihe 
community.  Much  improvement  can,  doubtless,  be 
introduced,  if  the  legislatures  will  impose  those  add  - 
tional  regulations,  restraints,  anil  sccurilies,  wh  ch 
l ave  been  before  enumer  ted.  Much  more  will  also 
follow,  and  substantial  reliel  be  afforded  to  Hie  people 
at  large,  if,  in  addition  lo  the  ot  lie  i-  measures  recom- 
mended, individuals  will  exercise  the  w isdom  to  place 
a gin  ater  rc hance  on  real  capital,  active  industry,  li  u- 
galily,  and  well  grounded  credit,  than  on  that  inflated 
sv  sic  m wh  cli  of  lale  lias  coteniporaneously  prevailed 
to  such  a ruinous  extent,  both  in  this  and  some  other 
countries — a system,  witch  lias  Iren  encouraged  by 
some  persons,  under  the  delusive  idea  that  there  was 
no  overtrading  of  any  kind,  till  a revulsion  lias  occur- 
red almost  without  a parallel,  and  lies  given  to  com- 
merce and  credit  a blow,  whose  destructive  effects  it 
may  require  years  fully  to  repair. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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The  lion.  Mr.  Maxcy,  U.  S.  charge  d’  affaires  to 
Belgium,  sailed  from  New  York  for  Liverpool  in 
the  packet  ship  Virginia,  on  the  25th,  ulf. 

M.  Pageot,  late  charge  d’  affaires  from  France  to 
the  United  States,  sailed  from  New  York  for  Eu- 
rope, with  his  family,  in  the  packet  ship  Poland,  on 
the  8tlr  ult. 

Specie.  The  amount  exported  by  the  packets 
sailed  from  New  York  on  the  25th  ult.  was  $135,000 
by  the  Virginia,  to  Liverpool;  and  $112,000  by  the 
Louis  Philippe,  to  Havre. 

Type  selling.  The  Lyons  (N.  Y.)  Argus  says: 
“Francis  A.  Marsh,  an  apprentice  in  our  office,  who 
has  been  in  the  printing  business  only  eighteen 
months,  set  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  ems,  for  the  newspaper,  in  eight  hours. 
JVhenthis  is  beat  be  will  try  again.” 

The  revenue  cutter  McLane  was  recently  lost, 
by  bemg  capsized  in  n sudden  snuall.  as  she  was 
beating  into  Hadley  Harbour  (Island  ot  Naushon) 
and  captain  Mosher,  a pilot  on  board  of  her,  was 
drowned. 

Salaries  to  governors.  From  a table  in  the  To- 
ronto Constitution,  it  Appears  that  the  four  gover- 
nors of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia,  receive  annual  salaries  amounting 
to  $92,000,  while  the  governors  of  twenty-four 
states  in  the  Union  receive  but  $ 51,782. 

Grand  squirrel  hunt.  The  Wheeling  (Va.)  Ga- 
zette states,  that  two  parties,  of  thirty  each,  of  ci- 
tizens of  Tyler  county  recently  engaged  in  a squir- 
rel hunt  for  a wager,  (a  dinner  for  the  whole  com- 
pany), and  at  the  end  of  the  second  day  they  as- 
sembled at  head  quarters  to  count  the  spoil — when, 
one  party  produced  six  thousand  and  seventy-six 
scalps,  the  other,  seven  thousand  and  fourteen!  mak- 
ing in  all  thirteen  thousand  and  ninety  squirrels  kill- 
ed in  two  days! 

Bees.  The  Winchester  Virginian  gives  this  sto- 
ry of  the  busy  bee: 

“A gentleman  of  this  town  on  Saturday  last,  took 
from  two  hives  about  twenty-five  pounds  of  hone)', 
which  he  placed  in  dishes,  in  an  upper  room  of  Ids 
dwelling,  with  the  windows  up,  in  order  to  let  the 
bees  escape  that  were  on  it.  The  next  morning  the 
bees  were  found  to  be  collected  in  considerable 
numbers  removing  the  honey,  and  before  they  could 
be  expelled,  which  was  done  vi  el  armis.  they  had 
succeeded  in  carrying  off  the  whole.  Thus,  in  the 
short  space  of  two  hours — we  are  credibly  informed 
they  were  not  engaged  at  it  a greater  length  of 
time — they  had  carried  away  about  twenty-five 
pounds,  of  honey.  This  affords  one  of  the  most 
singular  instances  on  record  of  the  industry  of  the 
honey  bee. 

Manufacture  of  iron.  Dr.  F.  W.  Geisenheimer, 
of  New  York,  has  taken  out  a patent  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  cold,  as  well  as  the  hot  air  blast,  in 
making  iron  with  anthracite  coal. 

The  Philadelphia  banks.  The  American  - Senti- 
nel states,  that  from  arid  after  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  up  to  the  firsl  of  the  present 
month,  the  loans  of  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  have 
been  diminished  one  million  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  their  circulation  decreased  about 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Victor  Cousin,  in  his  report  of  the  Prussian  school 
system,  says  that  there  does  not  exist  a single  hu- 
man being  in  Prussia  who  does  not  receive  an  edu- 
cation suited  to  his  avocation  in  life.  In  1831, 
that  country,  with  a population  of  12,796,832,  had 
2,043,030  children  in  22,749  public  schools,  the 
number  of  teachers  employed  being  27,749. 

Will  of  Samuel  Jones.  Some  time  since,  Sam- 
uel Jones,  of  Oysterbay,  died,  leaving  a will,  in 
which  he  bequeathed  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
towns  of  North  Hempstead  and  Oysterbay,  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  and  of  common  schools.  The 
will  was  contested  before  Henry  I.  Hagner,  esq. 
surrogate  of  the  county  of  Queens,  and  its  validity 
established.  There  are  some  curious  bequests  in  the 
will,  which  formed  the  chiet  ground  of  questioning 
the  soundness  of  mind  of  the  testator. 

The  decision  of  the  surrogate  was  appealed  from 
and  the  appeal  contested  before  judge  Ruggles,  of 
this  circuit,  at  his  office  in  Poughkeepsie,  on  the 
29th  July  last,  and  the  decision  of  the  surrogate  in 
all  respects  confirmed. 

By  this  decision  an  ample  fund  will  enure  to  the 
two  towns,  which  have  been  the  subjects  of  the  li- 
berality of  Mr.  Jones. 

We  think  the  example  set  by  Stephen  Girard  and 
a few  others,  including  Samuel  Jones,  indicative  of 
clearness  of  mind  and  good  judgment,  and  might 
with  advantage  be  followed  by  many  men  of  large 
estates.  [ Long  island  Star. 


Mr.  Fox  and  the  Methodists.  The  following  high 
compliment- was  paid  Methodism  by  Mr.  Fox  in  Iris 
Finsbury  lectures.  “The  first  circumstance  which 
I think  operated  to  the  amelioration  of  the  poor  in 
this  country,  England,  wa,s  the  rise  of  Methodism, 
and  this  was  a heart  stirring  influence.  Whatever 
flaws  a severe  critic  may  find  in  the  supposed  aims 
or  real  proceedings  of  John  Wesley,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  he  deserves  to  be  classed  among  the 
most  illustrious  benefactors  of  the  nation.” 

Capt.  Bimniock,  of  the  U.  S.  army  has  arrived 
at  St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  He  is  detailed  to  survey  the 
military  road  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  head  of 
the  Arkansas.  Major  Smith,  general  Atkinson  and 
major  Kearney  are  the  commissioners  to  superin- 
tend the  location  of  the  road.  It  is  expected  that 
they  will  commence  operations  immediately. 

An  army  general  court  martial  has  been  directed 
to  convene  at  Fort  Monroe,  for  the  trial  of  such 
prisoners  as  may  be  brought  before  it.  The  court 
consists  or 

Bvt.  It. col.  A.  C.  VV.  Fanning,  4th  art’y .president. 
Bvt.  major  R.  M.  Kirby,  Tst  art'y. ' 

Capt.  E.  Lyon_,  3d  art’y. 


■members. 


Capt.  J.  M.  Washington,  4th  art’y. 

Capt.  D.  Van  Ness,  1st  art’y. 

Second  It.  T.  L.  Brent,  4th  art’y. 

Second  It.  R.  Ridgely,  2d  art’y.  __ 

First  It.  J.  R.  Irwin,  Adj’t.  1st  art ’y.  judge  advocate. 

The  Louisville  Advertiser  of  the  23d  ult.  states 
that  wheat  had  fallen  to  75  cents  per  bushel,  and 
that  millers  had  ceased  buying  at  that  price. 

Apotheosis  of  Napoleon.  Rev.  Mr.  Gutzlaff  saw 
in  a Chinese  temple  a marble  bust  of  the  French 
conqueror,  before  which  incense  was  burning  and 
priests  were  worshipping.  The  emperor  probably 
never  expected  an  honor  of  this  kind.  It  was, 
however,  a pious  mistake — as  the  priests  had  never 
heard  any  thing  about  the  foreign  barbarian  to 
whom  they  were  thus  doing  worship. 

Judge  Kilgour,  of  Montgomery  county,  Md.  was 
killed  near  Pooles.vilie  in  that  county,  by  being 
thrown  from  his  barouche,  when  on  his  way  to 
Rockville  from  a visit  to  one  of  his  farms.  He  was 
much  esteemed,  and  has  left  an  interesting  family 
to  lament  his  loss. 

A shark  eight  feet  long  was  caught  in  the  Poto- 
mac last  week,  between  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria. 

Emigrating  Indians.  The  New  Orleans  True 
American  of  the  22d  ult.  states,  that  capt.  Page  of 
the  U.  S.  A.  superintendent  of  the  Creek  emigra- 
tion, lor  some  weeks  past’ encamped  at  Pass  Chris- 
tian, has  been  ordered  to  Arkansas  on  a special 
mission,  and  lieut.  T.  G.  Reynolds  succeeds  him  in 
the  superintending. 

Upwards  of  six  hundred  Indians  arrived  at  the 
Pass  on  Saturday  morning,  many  of  them  very  sick 
of  the  dysentery,  some  of  whom  had  died,  among 
the  rest,  several  oi  the  principal  men,  which  was  the 
cause  that  the  visitors  to  the  Pass  were  disappoint- 
ed in  witnessing  the  usual  spoils  of  ball  play,  Stc. 
The  accession  of  numbers  will,  however,  render 
the  future  plays  more  brilliant. 

Army  movements.  Orders  had  been  received  at 
St.  Louis  from  the  secretary  of  war,  for  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  to  leave  on  the  1st  of  September 
inst.  for  Tallahassee  in  Florida.  The  orders  also 
direct  that'  the  troops  and  horses  shall  be  taken  by 
land. 

Captain  Lawrence  Kearny  has  been  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Ohio,  74,  from  New  York  to 
Boston.  On  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  she  will  be 
taken  into  dry  dock  for  examination. 

Captain  M.  C.  Perry  has  been  appointed  lo  the 
command  of  the  new  steam  frigate  Fulton,  at  New 
York.  [Army  and  Nuvy  Chronicle. 

Twenty-five  miles  of  the  (Jenesee  (N.  Y.)  canal 
are  to  be  immediately  put  under  contract;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  work  in  the  fall. 

Mortality  at  New,  Orleans.  A slip  from  the 
Morning  Press  of  New  Orleans,  gives  the  following 
report  of  deaths  tor  the  preceding  week. 

The  number  of  deaths,  by  all  diseases,  during  the 
past  wee!:,  furnished  from  the  books  of  the  several 
places  of  burial,  are  as  follows,  and  may  be  relied 
on  as  accurate: 

Protestant,  20 

Catholic.  .....  52 

Potter’s  Field,  .....  16 5 

Nineteen  children  are  included  in  the  interments 
at  Potter’s  Field. 

In  New  York,  last  week,  there  were  193  deaths; 
129  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 


Monument  Co.  the  memory  of  Ike  Bradleys.  On 
Tuesday  the  22d  uit.  corresponding  with  the  13th 
of  August,  O.  S.  a monument  was  raised  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  N.  Ii.  to  commemorate  the 
massacre  of  the  Bradleys  and  others,  in  1746,  by 
the  Indians.  The  monument  stands  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  leading  to  Plopkinton  about  a mile 
and  a half  from  the  state  house  and  near  the  scene 
of  massacre;  is  a plain  granite  shaft,  12  feet  in 
height  resting  upon  a base  somewhat  elevated  and 
upon  an  elevated  spot,  and  bears  the  following  in- 
scription: 

This  monument  is 
in  memory  of 

SAMUEL  BRADLEY,* 

JONATHAN  BRADLEY, 

OBADIAH  PETERS, 

JOHN  BROWN 
and 

JOHN  LUFKIN, 

who  were  massacred  August  11,  1746,  by 
the  Indians. 

Erected  1837,  by  Richard  Bradley,  son  of  the  hon. 

John  Bradley,  and  grandson  of  *83101161  Bradley. 

Munier,  the  would-be  assassinator  of  Louis  Phi- 
lippe, has  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  via  Pensacola,  at 
which  place  he  was  landed  from  the  French  brig  of 
war  La  Perouse,  of  20  guns.  All  the  captains  of 
American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  France  refused  to 
receive  Munier,  and  it  became  necessary  for  the 
government  to  send  him  away,  or  permit  him  to 
remain.  The  citizens  of  New  Orleans  are  not 
pleased  with  the  accession  of  this  distinguished 
guest,  and  seem  disposed  to  wreak  their  anger  upon 
him.  If  excited  at  all,  should  it  not  be  directed 
againstthe  government  which  sent  him  thither?  But 
vve  are  a tolerant  people,  for  we  see  it  stated  that 
the  officers  of  the  ship  who  bore- .Munier  to  our 
shores;  have  been  entertained  by  com.  Dallas  on 
board  of  tile  Constellation,  lying  at  Pensacola. 

Unless  there  is  some  error  in  the  name,  vve  may 
expect  another  slayer  of  kings: 

Paris,  July  17. — The  brig  Laurier,  commanded 
by  captain  Doret,  on  board  of  which  the  regicide 
Boireau  had  been  embarked  for  New  Y’ork,  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Brest  on  the  11th,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incessant  contrary  winds  she  expe- 
rienced off  the  Azores.  The  sailors  not  being  able 
to  account  for  such  bad  weather  at  this  season,  as- 
cribed it  to  Boireau’s  presence,  and  loaded  him  with 
maledictions.  [American. 

The  ruling  passion  strong  in  death.  Dr.  Harris, 
in  his  life  of  commodore  Bainbridge,  speaking  of 
his  last  illness,  says,  “his  intellect  continued  per- 
fectly sound  and  collected  till  about  two  hours  be- 
fore his  death,  when  occasionally  it  wandered.  At 
this  time  he  called  for  his  sword  and  pistols,  which, 
not  being  attended  to,  he  raised  himself  partially 
out  of  bed,  and  demanded  those  instruments  with 
great  vehemence,  and  ordered  that  all  hands  should 
be  called  to  board  the  enemy!'’ 

Horrible  death.  A fisherman  named  Thompson, 
was  drowned  at  Boston  on  Thursday  night,  under 
the  following  strange  circumstances.  It  appears 
that  the  man  had  fallen  asleep  in  the  bottom  of 
his  small  boat,  which,  as  it  is  conjectured,  drift- 
ed under  a wharf  at  the  north  part  of  the  city. 
There  it  became  wedged  in  among  the  timbers; 
while  the  tide  rising  rapidly,  every  moment  was 
hastening  the  catastrophe — his  death;  and  still  he 
waked  not!  In  all  probability,  the  poor  fellow  was 
not  awakened  until  the  continued  rising  of  the  tide 
pressed  the  boat  against  the  top  of  the  wharf,  and 
forced  the  water  in  upon  him.  There  was  no  way 
of  escape — he  was  boxed  up,  as  it  were — coffined 
alive!  The -agonizing  cries  of  the  wretched  man, 
as  the  horrible  co'nviction  of  his  inevitable  death 
presented  itself,  was  heard  by  the  watch,  but  ere 
assistance  could  reach  him,  the  waters  had  closed 
over  him  forever.  [.V.  Y.  Sun. 

A very  fine  steamboat,  130  feet  long  by  29  feet 
beam,  was  launched  on  Saturday,  the  2d  instant,  at 
Baltimore.  This  boat  has  been  built  under  the 
direction  of  capt.  Thompson  for  the  United  Slates 
engineer  department,  and  will  have  a dredging  ma- 
chine on  board,  to  operate  in  clearing  the  channel 
in  Core  Sound,  North  Carolina. 

Exploring  expedition. — The  New  York  Times 
says, — “From  all  we  can  learn,  we  presume  (he 
exploring  expedition  w-ill  soon  be  ready  tor  sea. 
Mr.  Reynolds’  appointment  to  accompany  it  will 
give  satisfaction  to  a large  portion  of  our  citizens, 
and  will  contribute,  vve  think,  much  to  its  success.” 

At  the  sale  of  Charles  Kemble’s  theatrical  pro- 
perty, a wardrobe  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  with  a 
lyrical  effusion  accompanying  it,  brought  twenty- 
three  guineas;  a Napoleon  standard  taken  at  Wa- 
terloo, two  hundred  and  forty-one  guineas. 
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North-western  Indians.  Major  Taliaferro, 
the  veteran  and  intelligent  United  States  Indian 
agent  at  St.  Peters,  reached  this  city  yesterday,  the 
15th  instant,  with  a delegation  of  twenty-six  Sioux, 
from  the  north-west,  representing  the  Midawaukau- 
tou,  Susseeton,  Wahpeeton  and  Wahpaakoota  bands 
of  that  nation.  This  delegation  is  in  advance  of 
several  others,  formed  under  the  orders  of  governor 
Hodge  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  some  im- 
portant arrangements  for  the  future  security  of  the 
north-western  frontier,  &c.  &c.  The)'  comprise 
some  of  the  best  specimens  of  the  north-western 
Indians  that  have  been  seen  in  this  city  Their 
forms  are  of  the  most  noble  mould,  and  the  grace 
and  majesty  of  their  movements,  despite  of  the 
gaudy  and  grotesque  trappings  which  encumber 
them,  are  subjects  of  general  remark.  Several  are 
more  than  six  feet  high,  straight  as  an  arrow,  with 
thews  and  sinews  that  seem  to  set  fatigue  at  de- 
fiance, but  with  hands  and  feet  of  the  most  royal 
proportions.  When  we  visited  them  this  morning 
they  were  engaged  at  their  “toilet,”  and  never  did 
a lair  one  bestow  more  care  in  adjusting  her  cos- 
tume, than  they  did  in  painting  their  faces.  The 
“ground  color,”  to  speak  in  painter’s  phrase,  is  a 
bright  vermilion:  on  this  they  daub  spots  of  white 
and  green.  Some  dandies,  however,  draw  a circle 
of  white  or  black  around  one  eye,  which  gives  a 
very  ferocious  expression  to  that  orb.  Their  de- 
meanor is  mild  and  friendly,  and  they  seem  greatly 
attached  to  major  Taliaferro  and  the  interpreters. 
The  united  delegations,  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  will  form  an  interesting  specta- 
cle, and  attract  a vast  concourse  of  visiters. 

Opinions  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  Rumor  has  been 
busily  attributing  certain  opinions  to  Mr.  Calhoun 
in  relation  to  the  message  of  the  president  and  the 
sub-treasury  system.  From  the  following  extract 
of  a letter  from  him  to  the  editor  of  the  Alexandria 
Gazette,  which  we  find  in  that  paper  of  yesterday, 
the  public  may  soon  expect  an  avowal  of  the  opi- 
nions of  this  distinguished  statesman,  with  his  cha- 
racteristic frankness  and  ability. 

‘■•On  the  highly  important  subjects  on  which  u^i 
gress  has  been  called  to  deliberate,  I shall  express 
mv  views  and  np'-.ora  in  my  place  in  the  senate. 

“As  to  tne  calumnies  which  may  be  circulated  to 
my  prejudice,  they  are  not  unexpected.  It  is  my 
rule  to  pass  them  unnoticed,  leaving  it  to  my  con- 
duct to  put  them  down. 

“How  strange,  that  any  man  who  knows  me, 
should  imagine  it  possible  for  me  to  be  driven  or  se- 
duced from  my  position!  I live  but  to  carryout  the 
great  principles  for  which  I have  been  contending 
since  1824,  and  which  I have  maintained  under 
every  danger  and  difficulty.  In  their  defence  I have 
acted  with  and  against  every  party,  without  blend- 
ing with  any.  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been  driven 
into  a position  favorable  to  their  advancement;  and 
shall  I not  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  it 
affords  me  to  accomplish  my  object?  Shall  I per- 
mit him  to  drive  me  from  my  position  because  he 
has  been  driven  on  it?  All  I ask  is  to  be  heard. 
My  confidence,  in  every  juncture,  is  in  the  force  of 
truth  and  integrity.” 

North-eastep.n  boundary.  We  stated,  a few 
weeks  since,  that  Mr.  Greely,  the  agent  of  the  U. 
States  employed  to  take  the  census  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  disputed  territory  on  our  north-eastern 
boundary,  who  was  imprisoned  by  the  British  au- 
thorities, had  been  released  on  the  demand  of  the 
president.  We  now  learn  that  Mr.  Greely  has 
been  again  imprisoned,  but  under  what  circum- 
stances is  not  stated.  The  following  from  the  St. 
John’s  Gazette  may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject: 
From  the  St.  John's  Gazette. 

We  have  been  politely  favored  with  the  following 
extract  ot  a leter,  dated  Woodstock,  August  31st, 
1337.  “Mr.  Greely  is  here,  on  his  route  to  Mada- 
waska.  The  fellow  wishes  rather  to  be  taken  into 
custody  before  he  proceeds  upward.  The  solicitor 
general  and  the  warden  of  the  forests  have  just  ar- 
rived from  Fredericton,  and  while  I am  writing 
they  have  left  the  room  (in  company  with  the  sher- 
iff) on  business  of  importance,  relative  to  the  Gree- 
ly affair.  Greely  sits  by  me  at  present; — he  in- 
forms ne  that  the  brave  sons  of  Maine  are  actually 
embodied  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  him,  should  he 
be  again  arrested:  and  that  he  will  be,  there  is  no 
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doubt,  as  the  warden  (capt.  Maclaughlan)  had 
come  up  from  head  quarters  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  the  gentleman  to  Fredericton,  as 
soon  as  he  commences  counting  pates  in  the  dispu- 
ted territory.  Greely  farther  informs  me  that  his 
government  have  adopted  this  measure  (taking  the 
census,)  and  will  persevere  in  the  same  in  order  to 
bring  the  boundary  question  to  an  issue — and  I am 
convinced  that  this  disputed  point  will  ere  long  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  two  general  governments. 

Health  or  New  Orleans.  The  yellow  fever 
is  raging  with  great  violence  in  New  Orleans.  In 
the  three  days  previous  to  the  12th  inst.  the  deaths 
were  not  less  than  two  hundred.  Business  is  com- 
pletely at  a stand,  and  all  had  fled  from  the  city  who 
were  able  to  do  so.  The  municipalities  had  been 
very  active  in  relieving  the  sick,  but  their  means 
are  limited;  and  in  addition  to  the  claims  of  their 
own  citizens,  late  arrivals  had  brought  nearly  five 
hundred  strangers,  who  are  exposed  to  the  disease, 
and  for  whom  no  provision  has  been  made.  The 
weather  continued  hot  and  dry,  and  there  was  no 
hope  that  the  disease  would  be  ameliorated  until 
the  city  was  visited  with  a sharp  frost.  The  news- 
paper offices  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  the 
sickness  and  death  of  their  workmen.  In  the  office 
of  the  “True  American”  all  the  hands  but  one  had 
been  taken  down,  and  he  was  complaining:  and  the 
editor  of  that  paper  says,  m apology  for  its  non  ap- 
pearance at  the  usual  time  — “Sickness  in  our  own 
family,  among  our  Inends  whom  we  are  obliged  to 
attend  to,  our  employees  and  their  families,  prevents 
us  from  bestowing  any  attention  upon  our  paper: 
our  subscribers  will  receive  it  for  a few  days  with 
indulgence.” — The  names  ot  all  persons  who  died 
in  New  Orleans  from  the  1st  July  to  1st  September, 
are  publised  by  the  “Bee.”  The  total  number  is  721. 

CONGRESS BUSINESS  OF  THE  WEEK. 

Senate.  Under  the  proper  head  (p.  40)  we  have 
given  full  details  of  the  proceedings  up  to  Thursday 
the  14th  inst.  On  that  day,  in  the  senate,  three  bills 
were  reported  by  Mr.  Wright,  viz.  a bill  to  authorize 
th*  issue  ol  treasury  notes,  limiting  the  notes  to  a 
denomination  of  not  lo03  tlian  lOO  dollaroj  to  1'0* 
deemable  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  and  after 
that  date  to  bear  an  interest  for  one  year;  a bill 
to  authorize  further  postponement  of  payment 
on  duty  bonds,  extending  the  time  to  six  months 
from  the  first  of  October  next — and  a bill  to 
adjust  the  remaining  claims  on  the  deposite  banks. 
All  these  bills  were  ordered  to  a second  reading. 
The  bill  to  postpone  the  transfer  of  the  4th  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue  came  up  for  discussion. 
In  a preliminary  debate  Mr.  Rives  declared  himself 
opposed  to  the  entire  system  of  measures  which  had 
been  reported,  and  promised  a scheme  of  his  own. 
Mr.  Caihoun  considered  all  the  measures  which  had 
been  reported  as  nothing,  arid  regarded  the  country 
as  in  a situation  more  gloomy  than  any  of  the  scenes 
through  which  it  had  passed  for  the  last  24  years. 
When  the  bill  to  postpone  the  transfer  was  taken  up, 
it  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Webster,  Wright,  Cal- 
houn, and  Buchanan.  The  ground  taken  by  Mr. 
Webster  was,  that  the  states,  ori  the  faith  of  the  dis- 
tribution law,  had  entered  into  extensive  improve- 
ments, contracted,  for  loans  &.C.;  that  there  was  a 
quasi  contract,  if  not  a perfect  contract,  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  government  and  the  states 
by  this  law>;  and  that  it  would  be  easy  for  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  while  issuing  treasury  notes, 
to  issue  a sufficiency  to  cover  the  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  in  preference  to  breaking  faith 
w'ith  the  states,  and  putting  them  to  inconvenience. 
He  touched,  with  some  severity,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  executive,  and  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  to  issue  treasury  notes  without  interest, 
and  not  redeemable  at  any  fixed  period,  and  thank- 
ed the  majority  of  the  committee  on  finance  for 
having  repudiated  a scheme  to  revive  the  old  conti- 
nental currency,  such  as  has  never  been  heard  of 
since  the  days  of  the  old  confederation.  The  only 
remedy  in  which  he  placed  confidence,  as  tending 
to  the  restoration  of  a sound  currency,  and  its  pro- 
per regulations,  was  a medium  with  which  the  go- 
vernment, in  some  way  or  other,  should  be  connect- 
ed, and  to  that  we  must  return.  Mr.  Wright  turn- 
ed to  the  act  of  1815,  to  show  that  then  an  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  without  interest,  was  sanctioned. 
To  this,  Mr.  Webster  replied  by  reading  another 


section,  to  show  that  although  nominally  without 
interest,  the  holders  were  authorized  to  fund  these 
notes,  in  sums  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
whenever  they  thought  proper  to  do  so,  at  an  inter- 
est of  seven  per  centum.  The  discussion  was  not 
extended  to  great  length.  Mr.  Buchanan  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  securing  the  states  in  the 
possession  of  the  three  instalments  already  paid, 
against  any  demand,  except  by  a provision  of  law, 
which  was  adopted.  An  amendment  by  Mr.  Tall- 
mndge,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  cause  the  fourth 
instalment  to  be  placed  on  the  same  ground  of  secu- 
rity as  the  three  other  instalments.  This  was  re- 
jected by  a vote  of  27  to  18,  and  by  a vote  of  28  to 
17  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  On  the 
passage  of  the  bill  on  Friday,  the  discussion  was 
renewed  by  Mr.  Preston,  who  took  the  ground,  that 
if  the  treasury  required  nine  millions  from  the  states, 
the  proper  way  would  have  been,  to  recall  one  of 
the  instalments  already  paid,  in  which  case  the 
states  could  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits 
of  the  deposite  bill,  by  refunding  at  stated  periods 
and  in  prescribed  instalments.  It  was  contended 
by  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Walker,  that  to  issue  trea- 
sury notes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  the  instal- 
ment becoming  due,  would  be  to  create  a debt 
for  the  purpose  of  loaning  it  to  the  states,  which 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  act.  To  this  it  was  re- 
plied by  Mr.  Preston,  that  the  payment  to  the  states 
was  merely  in  redemption  of  the  pledged  faith  of  the 
government, outof  a treasury  not  yet  exhausted,  and 
that  if  the  treasury  should  then  be  empty,  the  creation 
of  a debt  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
fortifications  and  improvements  lor  which  extrava- 
gant appropriations  had  been  made,  and  not  to  loan 
it  to  the  states.  The  bill  was  then  passed — 28  to  17. 

The  bill  to  authorize  issues  of  treasury  notes  was 
then  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
the  blanks  w'ere  filled  by  inserting  ten  millions  as  the 
amount  to  be  issued,  and  20,000  dollars  for  expenses, 
the  senate  adjourned  without  further  action  on  it. 

In  house  of  representatives  on  Thursday,  after  the 
usual  morning  business,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  presented  a bill  au- 
thorizing3a  further  postponement  of  the  payment  of 
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submitted  resolutions  calling  upon  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  all  orders  issued  to,  and  correspond- 
ence with  the  deposite  banks  in  reference  to  the 
transfer  and  payment  of  the  several  instalments  due 
to  the  state  gevernments — also,  that  he  communi- 
cate monthly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks  from  the  first  of  January  last  to  this 
time,  with  a statement  of  each  draft,  and  in  whose 
name  drawn,  upon  which  specie  was  demanded  and 
protested  for  non-payment  by  any  deposite  bank; 
also,  each  state  government,  which  has  made  a de- 
mand of  specie  and  not  been  paid,  and  the  lime 
when — which  resolutions  were  agreed  to.  The 
house  then  proceeded  to-  the  special  order  of  the 
day.  The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
rules  of  the  house,  then  occupied  their  attention 
until  they  adjourned.  On  Friday,  after  the  recep- 
tion of  petitions,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  imposing 
additional  duties,  as  depositories  in  certain  cases, 
upon  public  officers.  This  bill  is  similar  to  the 
one  for  the  same  purpose  reported  in  the  senate, 
with  the  exception  of  an  additional  clause,  which 
shall  be  inserted  at  length  in  our  next.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, also  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the 
late  deposite  banks;  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
This  bill  is  also  similar  to  that  on  the  same  subject, 
noticed  in  this  day’s  proceedings  of  the  senate.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  then  stated  that  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  had  novv  only  two  more  bills  remaining 
for  the  consideration  of  the  house,  which  would 
certainly  be  reported  on  Monday  next,  when — af- 
ter a brief  discussion  between  Messrs.  Garland, 
Bell,  and  Cambreleng,  during  which  the  first  named 
gave  notice  of  his  design  to  submit  a counter  pro- 
ject— the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  rules  and  orders.  The 
amendments  were  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  house  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next.  Some  other  business  was  transact- 
ed, which  will  be  noticed  fully  in  our  next;  after 
which  the  house  adjourned. 


34 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  16,  1837— LIST  OF  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 


A countermand.  From,  the  Kentucky  Commen- 
tator. In  our  last  paper  we  published  a notifica- 
tion from  the  department  of  war  to  the  executive 
of  this  state,  directing  his  excellency  to  take  the 
preparatory  steps  for  mustering  into  service,  with- 
out delay,  a brigade  of  Kentucky  volunteers.— 
Scarcely  has  our  paper,  with  the  offfical  order 
contained  therein,  had  time  to  reach  the  subscri- 
bers, ere  a countermand  to  the  call  is  received  at 
the  executive  office.  This  extraordinary  document 
is  in  the  following  words: 

War  department,  Sept.  2,  1837. 

Sir:  Since  I had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  volunteers  from  Ken- 
tucky, to  serve  in  Florida,  I have  ascertained  that  a 
number  of  efficient  men,  equal  to  that  of  those  of- 
fered from  your  state,  can  be  raised  without  delay 
in  Louisiana. 

In  providing  troops  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
next  campaign  in  Florida,  it  is  very  important  that 
those  should  be  procured  who  can  best  resist  the 
influences  of  the  climate,  and  who  are  nearest  the 
scene  of  operations;  and  as  those  of  Louisiana  are 
accustomed  to  a climate  similar  to  that  of  Florida, 
and  so  much  nearer  the  point  where  their  services 
will  be  necessary,  than  the  volunteers  of  Kentucky, 
that  they  will  be  able  to  reach  there  at  an  earlier 
period,  and  at  a much  less  expense,  I have  conclud- 
ed to  accept  their  services,  and  to  countermand  the 
order  to  employ  those  of  your  state. 

The  department  places  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence in  the  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky; 
and  were  it  necessary  to  accept  their  aid  in  Flori- 
da, entire  reliance  would  be  placed  upon  their  zeal 
and  their  ability  to  render  valuable  services  to  the 
government.  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

His  excellency  James  Clark,  governor  of  Kentucky, 
Frankfort,  Ky. 

Letter  from  the  hon.  James  Garland. 
The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  editors  of 
the  “Lynchburg  Virginian,”  by  Mr.  Garland,  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Lynchburg  Virginian. 

Your  paper  of  the  28th  inst.  contains  a long  com- 
mentary on  an  explanatory  article  of  the  “Virginia 
Advocate,”  in  reference  to  my  opinions  upon  the 
sub-treasury  scheme — in  which  you  have  drawn 
conclusions  from  my  remarks  to  the  editor,  which  I 
never  drew  from  it  myself.  I now  repeat,  if  I were 
compelled  to  choose  between  the  scheme  nf  na- 
tional oanK  or  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  I should 
choose  the  latter,  because  it  would  be  constitutional; 
yet  I should  choose  between  them  with  the  same 
reluctance  that  I would  choose  between  a rope  and 
a grape  vine,  with  which  it  was  proposed  to  hang 
me.  In  this  expression  to  the  editor  of  the  “Advo- 
cate,” I had  no  design  to  intimate  that  there  was, 
would,  or  could  be,  such  an  alternative  presented,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  or  that  I intended  to  vote 
for  either;  for,  sirs,  I was  then,  as  I am  now,  inflexi- 
bly determined  to  vote  against  a national  bank  in 
any  form — and  also  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  The 
alternative  will  not,  and  cannot  be  presented;  and 
I know  of  no  more  effectual  way  to  prevent  it  than 
a firm  and  decided  opposition  to  both. 

Your  assumption  that  I have  changed  my  posi- 
tion is  not  warranted  by  my  own  feelings,  and  the 
assumption  that  gen.  Jackson’s  recent  letter  has 
produced  a change  is  entirely  gratuitous.  When  I 
made  the  remark  to  the  editor  of  the  Advocate, 
which  was  one  week  before  it  was  published,  gen. 
Jackson’s  letter  had  not  been  published,  nor  had  I 
seen  the  remark  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  to 
which  you  allude. 

I am  neither  "shivering  in  the  wind,”  nor,  as  insinu- 
ated in  the  “Richmond  Whig,”  "backing  out.”  I 
have  taken  my  position  after  mature  deliberation, 
and  will  neither  be  led,  driven,  or  seduced  from,  it,  by 
any  arts. 

I extremely  regret  the  necessity  of  thus  obtruding 
my  humble  name  upon  the  public,  and  more  regret 
the  misinterpretation  which  has  rendered  it  neces- 
sary. My  confidence  that  you  are  not  disposed  to 
do  me  injustice  induces  me  to  address  this  letter  to 
you.  With  respect,  your  obed’t.  serv’t. 

J.  Garland. 

Army  and  navy  intelligence.  "Lima,  June 
26,  1837.  The  U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina  arrived 
here  on  the  26th  of  May,  in  eight  days  from  Val- 
paraiso, at  which  port  she  remained  only  three  days. 

“There  will  be  a number  of  transfers  made  on 
board  the  ship  to-morrow,  but  as  the  brig  Lady 
Adams  will  sail  in  the  evening,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  give  you  a correct  list  by  this  oppor- 
tunity, 


“Enclosed  you  have  a list  of  the  officers  of  the 
ship  Peacock,  now  in  Callao  harbor;  she  arrived 
here  from  Valparaiso  on  the  21st  May. 

“Edmund  P.  Kennedy,  commodore  commanding 
the  East  India  and  Asiatic  squadron. 

C.  K.  Stribling,  acting  commander. 

Lieutenants,  C.  C.  Turner,  R.  L.  Page,  S.  W. 
Godon:  T.  R.  Rootes  (acting.) 

W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger , fleet  surgeon.  D.  Har- 
lan, assistant  surgeon.  W.  Leigh,  acting  master.  E. 
S.  Whelen,  acting  purser  and  commodore’s  secretary. 

Midshipmen,  W.  S.  Drayton,  C.  Richardson,  G. 
W.  Chapman,  E.  S.  Hutter,  H.  Cadwalader,  L. 
McLane,  jr.  W.  G.  Benham,  R.  D.  Izard. 

John  Clar,  captain’s  clerk.  V.  R.  Hall,  boatswain. 
A.  S.  Lewis,  gunner.  J.  Ferguson , sailmaker.  N. 

S.  Lee,  carpenter.  OscarF.  Scott , purser’s  steward.” 

The  following  officers  were  attached  to  the  U.  S. 

schooner  Enterprise.  Part  of  them  have  already 
relumed,  home,  others  have  taken  passage  in  the 
Peacock. 

“G.  N.  Hollins,  lieutenant  commanding.  Murray 
Mason,  lieutenant.  John  D.  Gibson,  acting  purser. 
W.  JP.  McClenehan,  assistant  surgeon.  John  J. 
Forbes,  Midshipman.  Holt  Wilson,  captain’s  clerk. 
Hiram  Frier,  gunner. 

Four  companies  of  the  2d  infantry,  U.  S.  A.  un- 
der the  command  of  major  W.  Hoffman,  arrived  at 
Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  harbor,  on  Thursday 
last,  from  Fort  Howard,  Green  Bay,  having  travel- 
led the  whole  distance  in  the  short  space  of  twelve 
days.  Their  ultimate  destination  is  Florida. 

The  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  now  at  N.  York, 
has  been  selected  to  accompany  the  frigate  Colum- 
bia to  the  East  Indies,  under  the  command  of  com. 

T.  W.  Wyman.  [ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Erie,  bearing  the  broad  pendant 
of  commodore  Renshaw,  arrived  at  Holmes’  Hole,  on 
Sunday  the  10th  inst.  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  [via  St. 
Salvador],  bound  to  Boston.  The  Erie  has  just  re- 
turned from  a cruise  of  thirty-nine  months  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil.  We  subjoin  a list  of  her  officers: 

Commodore,  James  Renshaw;  commander,  Wm. 
E.  McKenney;  lieutenants,  James  H.  Rowan,  Al- 
fred Taylor;  acting  do.  Jno.  R.  Tucker,  John  A. 
Winslow;  acting  master,  M.  S.  Pitcher;  fleet  sur- 
geon, Charles  Chase;  assistant  do.  Niriian  Pinkney; 
purser,  Wm.  A.  Bloodgood;  chaplain,  Addison 
Searle;  professor  of  Mathematics,  Wm.  Torrey; 
secretary,  Ferdinand  Coxe;  midshipmen,  Wm.  E. 
L.  Roy,  F.  A.  Winslow,  Reed  Weraun,  c.  t.  Ship- 
ley. Geo.  Wells.  Henry  A..  Wise,  J.  L.  Worden,  e. 
T.  Star,  VVm.H.  Hudson;  boatswain,  Crocker;  gun- 
ner, Martin;  carpenter,  Marples;  sailmaker,  Reed. 

Factories  in  the  eastern  states.  New 
York,  September  5.  We  can  state,  and  have  already 
done  so,  on  the  best  authority,  that,  in  the  eastern 
states,  nine-tenths  of  the  factories  have  been  stop- 
ped, and  the  same  proportion  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  discharged  from  service.  The  commercial 
difficulties  distressing  our  country  are  acknowledg- 
ed by  all  parties;  and  however  the  press  may  dis- 
pute upon  the  measures  for  restoring  prosperity, 
they  should  never  deny  troubles  which  actually  ex- 
ist, or  endeavor  to  annoy  sufferers  by  ridiculing 
their  disasters.  We  agree  with  no  party,  and  do 
not  wish  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  any;  yet 
we  think  there  is  much  sound  doctrine  held  by  each, 
with  a great  deal  of  nonsense,  and  views  that  must 
prove  injurious  if  successful.  With  regard  to  the 
measures  for  restoring  commerce  and  confidence, 
we  have  already  given  our  opinions,  while  we  have 
not  withheld  a full  statement  of  the  existing  distress 
among  the  poor.  We  shall  riot  now  hold  out  false 
statements,  and  sincerely  hope  congress  may  be 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  difficulties;  and  to  the 
wisdom  of  that  body  we  shall  look  anxiously  for 
some  enactment  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  extend  the  means  of  support  to  those 
who  cannot  now  provide  their  families  with  daily 
food. — New  Era. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY. 

The  following  are  among  the  documents  which 
accompanied  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury: 

List  of  deposile  banks  discontinued  under  the  deposite 
act  of  June,  1836. 

Mercantile  bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 

Maine  bank,  Portland,  Maine. 

Cumberland  bank,  Portland,  Maine. 

Granite  bank,  Augusta,  Maine. 

York  bank,  Saco,  Maine. 

New  Hampshire  bank,  Portsmouth,  New7  Hamp- 
shire. 

Commercial  bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Portsmouth  bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 


Piscataqua  bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Merrimack  county  bank,  Concord,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Mechanics’  bank,  Concord,  New7  Hampshire. 
Merchants’  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Commonwealth  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Franklin  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Fulton  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Hancock  bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Phoenix  bank,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont. 

Quinebaug  bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank,  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mechanics’  bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
Arcade  bank.  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Rhode  Island  Union  bank, Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
Mechanics’ and  Farmers’  bank,  Albany  N.  York. 
Manhattan  company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mecrianlcs’  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Seventh  Ward  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Lafayette  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Phoenix  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Leather  Manufactures’  bank.  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Tradesmen’s  bank.  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dry  Dock  company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Merchants’  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Union  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

National  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Merchants’ Exchange  bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Brooklyn  bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
Commercial  bank,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Troy  bank,  Troy,  New  York. 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey. 

State  bank,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

State  bank,  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 

Girard  bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Moyamensing  bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  bank,  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandywine,  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware. 

Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Union  bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Franklin  bank,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia. 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond,  Va. 
Bank  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

and  Mechanics’  bank,  Charleston,  South 

Carolina. 

Bank  of  Charleston,  OK..,.|pSjont  South  Carolina. 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 

Branch  bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
Union  bank  of  Louisiana,  and  branches.  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Commercial  bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
Planters’  bank  of  Mississippi  and  branches,  Nat- 
chez, Mississippi. 

Agricultural  bank  and  branches,  Natchez,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Planters’  bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  branches,  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Northern  bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Lexington,  and 
branch  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Clinton  bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Franklin  bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Bank  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

Franklin  bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Commercial  bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. 

Bank  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Commercial  bank  of  Lake  Erie,  at  Cleaveland, 
Ohio. 

Bank  of  Cleaveland,  at  Cleaveland,  Ohio. 

State  bank  of  Indiana,  Indianopolis,  Indiana. 
Illinois  bank,  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. 

*Bank  of  river  Raisin,  Michigan. 

List  of  present  deposite  banks  under  the  act  of  June, 
1836. 

People’s  bank,  Bangor,  Maine, 
f Brooklyn  bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Planters’  bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Insurance  bank  of  Columbus,  Georgia. 

Louisville  Savings  institution,  Kentucky. 

Bank  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  St.  Louis. 


^Discontinued  by  its  request,  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments. 

•(•Reappointed  when  resumed  specie  payments. 
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DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Treasurer’s  weekly  st  tement,  showing  the  amount  at  his  credit  in  the  various  hanks  of  public  deposit?  and 
the  mint,  by  the  returns  received  to  Monday,  August  28,  183/,  the  amount  for  which  drafts  and  warrants 
have  be  n issued,  and  were  then  unpaid,  and  the  amount  then  remaining  subject  to  his  dr.d't. 


Date  of  bank 
returns. 

In  what  banks. 

On  depositp,  by 
last  returns. 

Warrants  hereto- 
fore drawn,  bnt 
not  yet  paid, 
though  payable. 

Subject  to  dralt, 
exclusive  oftrans- 
fers,  not  entered 
by  banks. 

August  19 

Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine, 

$54,245  33 

$35,639  58 

$18,605  75 

19 

Cumberland  Bank,  do.  do.  - 

23,859  15 

15,250  00 

8,609  15 

19 

People’s  Bank,  Bangor,  do.  - 

20,537  97 

8,000  00 

12,537  97 

19 

York  Bank,  Saco,  do.  - 

82  42 

82  42 

19 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

7,S48  54 

7,848  54 

19 

Commercial  Bank,  do.  do. 

23,777  81 

20  00 

28,757  81 

19 

Portsmouth  Bank,  do.  do. 

8,814  50 

8,814  50 

14 

Piscataqua  Bank,  do.  do. 

22,573  46 

10,148  96 

12,429  50 

21 

Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concord,  do. 

23,732  00 

8,200  00 

15,532  00 

19 

Mechanics  Bank,  do.  do. 

22,275  00 

0,700  00 

12,57-5  00 

19 

Merchants  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 

21,820  75 

21,820  75 

19 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do.  do- 

24,920  98 

18,236  97 

6,684  01 

July  8 

Franklin  Bank,  do.  do. 

16,800  00 

- 

16,800  00 

August  19 

Fulton  Bank,  do.  do. 

17,736  67 

17,736  67 

19 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 

85  49 

85  49 

5 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  do. 

503  15 

503  15 

19 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine,  - 

18,318  08 

15,150  00 

3,168  08 

23 

Metropolis.  Special,  - 

140,541  62 

- 

140,541  62 

12 

Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut, 

12,784  11 

8,390  00 

4,394  11 

21 

Mechanics  Bank,  New  Haven,  do. 

18,845  07 

14,930  00 

3,915  07 

19 

Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 

1,616  25 

1,616  25 

19 

Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R.  I. 

3,816  81 

301  55 

3,515  26 

19 

Mechanics  and  Farmers  Bank,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

21,024  88 

21,024  88 

21 

Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  do. 

226,880  92 

137,699  97 

89,180  95 

19 

Batik  of  America,  do.  do. 

429,027  16 

217,144  45 

211,883  11 

21 

Mechanics’  Bank,  do.  do. 

255,044  82 

278,886  66 

12 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.  do. 

39,000  00 

50,000  00 

21 

Phffinix  Bank,  do.  do. 

8,438  08 

8,438  08 

26 

Tradesmen’s  Bank,  do.  do. 

21,000  00 

6,000  00 

15,000  00 

18 

Dry  Dock  Company,  do.  do. 

40,000  00 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

19 

Merchants  Bank,  do.  do. 

62,500  00 

52,317  17 

10,182  83 

19 

Union  Bank,  do.  do. 

52,758  93 

36,030  00 

16,728  93 

19 

National  Bank,  do.  do. 

21,994  12 

1,500  00 

20,494  12 

19 

Merchants  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

12 

Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn,  do. 

94,616  35 

5,040  00 

89,576  35 

May  20 

Commercial  Bank  at  Buffalo,  do. 

99,613  76 

37,775  88 

61,837  88 

August  19 

Troy  Bank  at  Troy,  New  York, 

20  00 

20  00 

19 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey, 

24,756  50 

24,756  00 

50 

19 

State  Bank  at  Newark,  do. 

50,750  42 

26,044  00 

24,706  42 

15 

State  Bank  at  Elizabeth,  do. 

20,000  00 

16,796  00 

3,204  00 

19 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 

249,924  35 

159,866  98 

90,057  37 

19 

Moyamensing  Bank,  do.  do. 

5,521  57 

- 

5,521  57 

July  31 

Bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 

2,906  67 

2,906  67 

August  19 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Md. 

219,283  06 

86,336  28 

132,946  78 

26 

Franklin  Bank,  do.  do. 

60,915  19 

42,280  03 

18,670  16 

28 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia, 

2,162  S3 

2,153  79 

9 04 

26 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia,  - 

72,426  98 

231  50 

72,195  48 

19 

Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  Virginia, 

174,905  76 

11,565  36 

163,340  40 

21 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  do. 

148,467  35 

46,179  03 

102,288  32 

July  29 

Farmers  Bank  of  Va.  at  Winchester,  do. 

7,336  88 

7,336  88 

August  19 

Bankofthe  State  ofN. Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

146,030  12 

59,610  00 

86,420  12 

19 

Planters  & Mechanics  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

50,646  78 

50,404  74 

242  04 

21 

Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  do. 

60,943  23 

61,737  12 

19 

Planters  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Ga. 

130,065  17 

75,395  65 

54,669  52 

12 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  - 

37,169  52 

37,169  52 

12 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus,  Columbus,  Ga. 

5.035  00 

5,035  00 

12 

Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

1,020,856  26 

213,932  59 

806,923  67 

July  22 

Union  Bank  of  La.  and  branches,  N.  Orleans, 

586,066  05 

54,995  16 

531,070  89 

August  5 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

863,956  98 

234,178  45 

629,778  53 

July  31 

Planters  B’k  of  Miss,  and  branches,  Natchez, 

895,308  67 

37,716  08 

857,592  59 

August  5 

Agricultural  B’k  and  branches,  Natchez,  Mi. 

849,065  04 

170,595  00 

678,470  04 

12 

Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Nashville, 

242,885  61 

213,897  95 

28,987  66 

12 

Planters  Bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Ten. 

271,630  87 

223,459  34 

48,171  53 

19 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  branches,  Louisville, 

601,112  17 

69,151  26 

531,960  91 

19 

Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Kentucky, 

85,463  34 

6,750  00 

78,713  34 

19 

Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville, 

105,231  45 

-• 

105,231  45 

19 

Do.  do.  Lexington, 

51,439  82 

60,000  00 

19 

Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  - 

419  73 

389  73 

30  00 

19 

Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus,  do. 

52,631  83 

16,110  27 

36,521  56 

19 

Bank  of  Chillicothe,  do. 

193,882  00 

142,500  00 

56,382  00 

19 

Franklin  Bank.  Cincinnati,  do. 

403,103  18 

33,000  00 

370,103  18 

19 

Commercial  Bank,  do.  do. 

347,941  54 

44,590  07 

303,351  47 

5 

Agency  of  do.  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

589,327  63 

257,204  10 

332,123  53 

19 

Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio, 

44,221  05 

27,250  00 

16,971  05 

19 

Com’l  Bank  of  Lake  Erie,  Cleaveland,  Ohio, 

60,6S2  75 

- 

60,6S2  75 

21 

Bank  of  Cleaveland,  do.  do. 

20,097  42 

13,211  52 

6,885  90 

12 

Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis, 

11,757  97 

630  92 

11,127  05 

19 

Branch  of  State  B’k  of  Indiana  at  Madison,  In. 

139,375  87 

_ 

139,375  87 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  New  Albany,  do. 

249,202  33 

_ 

249,202  33 

12 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  Lawrenceburg,  do. 

322,793  46 

634  08 

322,159  38 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  Richmond,  do. 

20,000  00 

- 

20,000  00 

5 

Illinois  Bank  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois, 

39,795  90 

870  60 

38,925  30 

12 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan, 

621,993  22 

204,535  00 

417,458  22 

19 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  B’k  of  Detroit,  Mich. 

376,057  62 

44,710  00 

331,347  62 

26 

Mint  to  procure  metal  for  coining  - 

835,875  00 

2,000  00 

833,875  00 

$13,253,916  32 

$3,877,46S  19 

*$9,420,644  04 

*ln  consequence  of  outstanding  transfer  drafts  between  banks  not  yet  entereil  upon  those  returns,  there  is 
a difference  between  this  sum  and  the  true  amount  which  is  $9,332,068  13.  Deducting  the  amount  of  state 
transfers  for  the  third  instalment  issued  in  favor  of  the  states  and  upaid,  which  is  $1  105,575  28,  there  re- 
mains in  the  banks,  subject  to  draft,  the  sum  of  $8,160,492  85.  JOHN  CAMPBELL. 

Treasurer's  office , August  30,  1837. 


USE  OF  BOWIE  KNIVES. 

The  following  act  has  passed  the  legislature  of 
Alabama: 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Alabama 
in  general  assembly  convened,  That  if  any  person 
ca  Tying  any  knife  or  weapon,  known  as  Bowie 
knives,  or  Arkansas  tooth  picks,  on  a sudden  ren- 
co  inter,  shall  cut  or  stab  another  with  such  a knife, 
by  reason  of  which  he  dies,  it  shall  he  adjud  red 
murder,  and  the  offender  shall  suffer  the  same,  as  it 
the  killing  had  been  by  malice  and  aforethought. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  eve- 
ry such  weapon  sold  or  given,  or  otherwise  dispos- 
ed ot  in  this  state,  the  person  selling,  giving  or  dis- 
posing of  the  same,  shall  pay  a tax  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury;  arid  if 
any  person  so  selling,  giving  or  disposing  of  such 
weapon,  shall  fail  to  give  in  the  same,  in  his  list  of 
taxable  property,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  perjury. 

Approved,  June  30,  1837. 

A similar  act  has  passed  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 


VICTORIA. 

The  following  is  published  as  the  lineal  descent 
of  Queen  Victoria,  from  William  the  conqueror: 

A.  D.  1066.  William  I. 

1100.  Henry  I. 

— Matilda,  Empress  of  Germany, 

1154.  Henry  II. 

1199.  John 

1216.  Henry  III. 

1272.  Edward  I. 

1307.  Edward  II. 

1327.  Edward  III. 

— Lionel,  Duke  of  Clarence. 

— Philipa,  Countess  of  March. 

— Roger,  Earl  of  March. 

— Ann,  Countess  of  Cambridge. 

— Richard,  Duke  of  York. 

1461.  Edward  IV. 

— Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Henry  VII. 

— Margaret,  Queen  of  James  IV.  of 
Scotland. 

— James  V.  of  Scotland. 

— Mary.  Queen  of  Scotts. 

1603.  James  I. 

— Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia. 

— Sophia,  Electress  of  Hanover. 

1714.  George  I. 

1727.  Georgp  II. 

— Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales. 

1760.  George  III. 

— - Edward,  Duke  of  Kent. 

1837.  Victoria. 

The  Queen  being  twenty-seventh  in  regular  de- 
scent from  the  conqueror,  and  at  the  same  time 
thirty-sixth  sovereign  in  succession  from  the  con- 
quest, gives  nearly  twrenty-nine  years  to  a genera- 
tion, and  twenty-one  years  to  a reign,  in  respect  of 
the  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  that  period.  The  commonly 
received  average  is  thirty  years  to  a generation,  and 
twenty  years  to  a reign;  according  to  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  cares  or  luxuries,  or  both,  of  a crown, 
occasion  a sacrifice  to  the  wearer  of  it  of  one  year 
of  life,  as  compared  with  ordinary  mortals. — N,  Y. 
Express. 


THE  CAPITOL. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Believing  that  it  will  serve  to  gratify  thousands 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  reside  in  distant  part3  of 
the  union,  to  hear  of  the  improvements  which  have 
been  in  progress  for  months  past,  in  and  around  the 
great  national  edifice  which  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
opened  for  congress  in  an  extra  session,  we  have 
taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  by  actual  observation, 
what  has  been  done,  not  merely  for  the  conveni- 
ence and  accommodation  of  the  members  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  national  legislature,  but  to  render 
the  capitol  of  the  United  States  an  object  of  grati- 
fication to  the  numerous  citizens  who  visit  the  me- 
tropolis, as  well  as  those  strangers  and  foreigners 
who  temporarily  sojourn  at  the  seat  of  the  general 
government. 

In  a visit  to  the  hall  of  representatives,  on  Mon- 
day last,  as  we  passed  through  tue  spacious  rotundo, 
we  observed  that  the  plastering  of  the  interior  of 
the  dome  (a  very  difficult,  troublesome,  and  labori- 
ous job,  w'hich  required  extensive  and  lofty  scaffold- 
ing) was  completed  in  a very  handsome  and  effectual 
manner,  conducing  much  to  the  improved  appear- 
ance of  that  noble  structure.  Passing  from  the  ro- 
tundo into  the  lobbies,  we  found  them,  both  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  speaker’s  chair,  newly  and 
handsomely  painted  and  carpeted.  As  we  ascended 
the  staircase  on  the  right  of  the  main  entrance  to 
the  lobbies,  we  observed  that  a new  circular  window 
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had  been  introduced,  which  serves  to  cast  light  upon 
the  stairs  leading  to  the  document  rooms  as  well  as 
into  the  lobby  near  the  post-office,  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  had,  until  now,  a very  gloomy  ap- 
pearance. The  document  rooms  are  provided  with 
galleries,  which  are  well  secured  with  an  iron  rail- 
ing: there  is  a communication  by  means  of  a door 
between  the  galleries  in  each  room.  Ample  shelves 
are  provided  in  each  gallery  for  the  piles  of  docu- 
ments that  are  placed  on  them.  The  old  planked 
floors  of  the  document  and  folding  rooms  have  been 
taken  up,  and  new  floors  substituted,  which  are 
made  of  a new  composition  of  hydraulic  cement, 
lime,  and  sand.  This  composition  appears  to  be  as 
hard  and  impenetrable  as  stone;  it  is  quite  smooth 
on  its  surface,  and  looks  well. 

At  the  head  of  the  opposite  staircase  is  the  libra- 
ry of  the  house — -that  convenient  receptacle  of  books 
which  are  constantly  wanted  for  use  and  reference 
by  the  members  while  engaged  in  debate,  and  which 
is  only  accessible  to  themselves.  This  room  has  also 
been  newly  painted,  and  fitted  up  with  a gallery, 
iron  railing,  and  floor  of  hydraulic  cement,  like  that 
in  the  document  rooms.  The  rooms  occupied  by 
the  speaker  and  the  sergeant-at-arms,  have  also  been 
handsomely  carpeted  and  painted. 

In  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  we  ob- 
served no  new  arrangements.  It  is,  however,  fitted 
with  its  matted  floor  cloth,  which  gives  it  a light, 
cool  and  summer  appearance.  The^reaker’s  chair 
is  beautifully  burnished  and  varnished;  as  indeed 
are  every  niche  and  corner  of  the  hall  which  seem 
to  require  the  aid  of  gilt,  paint  and  varnish.  The 
coup  d' ce.il  of  the  hall  is  as  grand  and  imposing 
as  ever. 

In  the  senate  chamber  we  noticed  some  altera- 
tions, which  are  thought  to  be  decided  improve- 
ments. The  first  which  struck  us  in  this  light  was 
the  removal  of  the  portrait  of  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try from  its  side  position,  on  the  right  of  the  presi- 
dent’s chair,  to  a central  point  in  the  gallery  im- 
mediately above  the  president,  and  fronting  the 
main  entrance  to  the  senate  chamber. 

The  large  clock  has  been  removed  from  its  old 
stand  in  the  senate  chamber  to  the  lobby.  A smaller 
one  is  intended  to  be  placed  over  the  main  en- 
trance, immediately  in  front  of  the  president’s 
chair.  All  the  senators’  desks  have  been  newly 
varnished.  A new  matted  floor  cloth,  of  the  same 
kind  as  that  used  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, has  been  placed  in  the  senate  chamber. 
The  placing  of  marble  slabs  near  the  side  doors  is 
alike  ornamental  and  oonvpniont.  The  senate  cham- 
ber, which  has  been  at  all  times  the  subject  of  ad- 
miration for  its  elegance  and  simplicity,  appears  to 
be  greatly  improved  in  its  general  appearance  by 
these  alterations  and  additions.  Passing  from  the 
senate  chamber,  through  the  eastern  portico,  into 
the  spacious  yard  in  front  of  it,  we  found  the  latter 
newly  gravelled,  and  in  the  finest  order  for  carriages, 
horesemen,  or  foot-passengers. 

Leaving  the  spacious  yard  opposite  the  east  front 
of  the  capitol,  we  passed  with  Mr.  Maher,  the 
capitol  gardener,  into  the  eastern  enclosure,  where, 
after  viewing  the  large  reservoir*  and  admiring  the 
numerous  yellow  perch  that  sported  in  it,  we  re- 
mained for  a short  time,  gratifying  our  senses  with 
the  odoriferous  and  beautiful  flowers  and  shrubs 
which  are  found  on  every  side  of  its  ample  walks 
and  verdant  greens.  Returning  to  the  front  gate, 
we  traversed  the  entire  round  of  the  capitol,  which 
now  includes  the  new  grounds  eritlosed  since  the 
adjournment  of  congress  last  March,  and  takes  in 
all  that  space  on  which  stood  the  old  botanical 
garden,  as  far  as  First  street  and  south  of  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue.  In  describing  these  improvements 
of  the  public  grounds  west  of  the  capitol,  we  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  being  somewhat  minute,  presum- 
ing that  the  public  will  be  especially  desirous  to 
learn  what  new  objects  have  been  introduced  within 
the  western  enclosure.  The  length  of  the  paved 
walk  around  the  capitol,  on  the  outside  of  the  stone 
wall  and  iron  railing,  is  precisely  three  quarters  of 
a mile  and  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet. 
There  are  no  less  than  sixty-nine  lamps  fixed  on 
the  edge  of  the  pavement  encircling  the  capitol 
grounds.  A considerable  portion  of  this  pavement 
and  the  macadamized  road,  which  adjoins  it,  has 
been  made  in  a very  substantial  manner,  within 
the  last  few  weeks.  The  road  has  been  made  on 
an  elevation  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet.  The 
stone  wall  and  iron  railing  are  completed;  and  the 
foot  pavement,  all  the  way  round  the  capitol,  is 
now  within  a few  yards  of  its  completion.  It  is  al- 
together a noble  and  safe  walk,  both  by  night  and 
day.  In  a few  years,  when  the  trees  which  have 
been  recently  planted,  attain  their  foliage  and  ma- 

*’i’his  reservoir  contains  111, 241|  gallons.  The 
distance  from  waste  pipe  of  Tiber  creek  to  reser- 
voir is  199,3  feet, 


turity,  it  will  be  an  umbrageous  walk  of  great  beau- 
ty, the  resort  of  thousands,  and  the  admiration  of 
all. 

In  entering  the  western  enclosure,  the  first  grand 
object  that  engaged  our  attention,  was  the  new  reser- 
voir (constructed  upon  the  newly  enclosed  ground), 
in  the  centre  of  which  is  a beautiful  Jet  d’Eau, 
which  throws  its  pellucid  and  sparkling  water  to  the 
height  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  in  the  shape  of  a 
champagne  glass,  spreading  all  round  its  brilliant  and 
pearl-like  showers.  During  our  stay,  through  the 
politeness  of  major  Noland,  the  commissioner  of 
public  buildings,  under  whose  scientific  and  able 
supervision  the  recent  improvements  at  the  capitol 
have  been  got  up  and  matured,  we  witnessed  the 
power  of  the  Jet  d’Ead  to  throw  its  water  to  the 
height  of  twenty-five  feet.  Seen,  however,  at  half 
that  height,  its  effect  upon  the  eye  of  the  beholder 
appeared  to  us  much  more  beautiful  and  brilliant. 
We  understand  there  is  another  Jet  cL’Eav.  occasion- 
ally attached  to  the  fountain  of  this  reservoir,  which 
is  in  the  form  of  a chandelier,  whose  effect  upon 
the  eye  is  still  more  brilliant  than  that  which  we  had 
the  pleasure  to  witness. 

Leaving  this  delightful  fountain,  which  imparts  a 
refreshing  coolness  to  the  air  in  the  hottest  weath- 
er, we  traversed  the  new,  broad,  graveled  walk, 
which  already  extends  from  tne  summerhouse  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  western  enclosure  to  the 
gateway  on  First  street,  opposite  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue. This  beautiful  gravel  walk  is  18  feet  in 
breadth,  and  is  flanked  on  each  side  with  a substan- 
tial brick  gutter,  which  is  used  fur  carrying  off  the 
heavy  rain  or  the  water  which  is  obtained  in  dry 
weather  from  a fire-plug  erected  near  the  summer- 
house. We  have  never  seen  a handsomer  walk  than 
this.  It  is  topped  with  white  point  gravel,  and  is 
rolled  with  so  much  care  and  nicety  that  not  a wrin- 
kle or  an  indentation  appears  on  its  surface.  We 
are  assured  that  a heavy  rain  of  48  hours  duration 
has  not  affected  its  consistence  and  durability.  We 
consider  it  as  a masterly  piece  of  gravelling,  and  we 
do  not  marvel  that  it  has  excited  the  surprise  and 
admiration  of  strangers  and  foreigners  who  have 
lately  examined  it.  It  certainly  reflects  great  credit 
upon  Mr.  Maher  and  the  industrious  laborers  who 
have  worked  upon  it  under  his  direction.  But  the 
floral  and  vernal  beauties  of  the  new  enclosure, 
which  are  seen  to  much  advantage  from  the  broad 
gravel  walk,  are  still  to  be  noticed.  We  have  not 
space  for  a particular  description.  We  understand 
that  all  the  beautiful  and  innumerable  flowers  that 
grace  the  beds  and  parterres  of  the  new  enclosure 
are  seedlings,  which  were  planted  there  in  April 
and  May  last.  Who  that  sees  the  beautiful  dahlias, 
hibicus,  marigolds,  prince’s  feather,  balsams,  and  al- 
most every  other  flower  and  shrub  that  can  gratify 
the  senses  by  their  color,  beauty,  or  fragrance,  can 
believe  it  possible  that  all  this  could  have  been  pro- 
duced in  so  short  a time?  But  so  it  is;  and  the  gar- 
den itself,  though  far  from  being  finished,  affords, 
even  at  this  early  period,  abundant  evidence  of  the 
skill  and  industry  of  those  who  have  been  employed 
in  making  it. 

The  old  main  gateway  and  the  two  lodges  have 
been  removed  to  the  extremity  of  the  enclosure  on 
First  street.  Two  other  entrances  or  gateways  are 
opened,  the  one  fronting  Pennsylvania  avenue,  the 
other  (which  is  not  yet  completed)  opposite  Mary- 
land avenue.  Some  of  the  flagged  walks  from  First 
street  to  the  capitol  are  not  yet  completed;  and  much 
of  the  new  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  western 
enclosure  remains  to  be  laid  out  by  the  public  gar- 
dener. It  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  say  that, 
when  all  the  improvements  now  in  progress  are 
completed,  the  capitol  of  the  union,  and  the  public 
grounds  adjacent  to  it,  will  present  a spectacle  at 
once  grand  and  imposing,  and  every  way  worthy  of 
the  great  nation  which  has  provided  them  with  such 
munificent  liberality.  We  understand  that  the 
capitol  square  contains  no  less  than  thirty  acres  of 
ground. 

In  the  foregoing  hasty  and  imperfect  sketch,  we 
have  omitted  to  name  many  individuals,  to  whom, 
we  doubt  not,  great  credit  is  due,  both  as  artists  and 
mechanics,  for  the  good  taste  and  excellent  work- 
manship which  are  apparent  in  the  improvements 
which  have  been  lately  made  in  and  around  the 
capitol.  It  would  be  a pleasing,  though  perhaps  in- 
vidious, task  to  give  the  names  of  such  persons. 
Suffice  it  to  remark,  that  we  hope  that  no  one  who 
is  entitled  to  praise  or  reward  will  fail  to  receive  it, 
in  the  most  acceptable  ai*l  substantial  form,  from 
those  who  are  more  able  than  ourselves  to  appreci- 
ate and  reward  real  merit.  T. 


JUDICIAL  DECISION. 

Judge  Greer,  of  Pittsburgh,  held  a special  court 
here,  which  commenced  on  Monday  the  14-th,  and 
terminated  on  Thursday  the  24th  ult.;  Basil  Brown 
field,  plaintiff  vs.  Dr.  John  F.  Braddee,  defendant. 


This  was  an  action  of  debt,  involving  the  sum  o 
nearly  eight  thousand  dollars,  for  which  sum  plain- 
tiff held  sundry  judgment  bonds,  executed  in  1832, 
and  entered  upon  record  about  two  years  subse- 
quently. Upon  entering  up  said  judgments  by  , 
plaintiff,  the  defendant  made  oath  that  they  were 
satisfied  and  paid,  and  besought  the  regular  court 
to  open  them  and  grant  him  a trial  upon  the  issue 
tendered.  The  application  was  refused  from  time 
to  time,  and  plaintiff  finally  petitioned  the  legisla- 
ture, who  granted  him  a trial,  and  (in  the  event  of 
the  court  refusing  to  act)  provided  and  empowered 
his  honor  Judge  Greer  to  try  the  issue.  A case  in- 
volving such  a large  sum  of  money,  would  naturally 
elicit  ahigh  degree  of  interest.  The  presenttrial  was 
peculiarly  so,  on  the  tapis,  and  as  the  learned  judge 
himself  said,  the  “mysterious  and  unaccountable” 
circumstances  attending  it.  It  had  so  far  enlisted 
public  feeling,  as  to  make  every  man  in  the  coun- 
try more  or  less  a partizan,  and  however  great  the 
disappointment  of  the  vanquished  party,  there  is  a 
comparative  general  satisfaction  that  the  vexed 
cause  has  reached  its  termination.  More  than  one 
hundred  witnesses  were  examined.  The  defendant 
alleged  payment  in  full,  and  produced  a receipt  cor- 
responding with  that  allegation,  and  subscribed  by 
two  witnesses.  Nearly  every  gentleman  of  the 
Uniontown  bar  were  engaged,  besides  Messrs. 
Veech  and  Forward,  of  Pittsburgh.  The  court  re- 
viewed the  evidence  minutely,  and  with  ability — 
admonished  the  jury  that  if  they  believed  the  receipt 
to  be  genuine,  and  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  it 
entitled  to  credence,  they  should  render  a verdict 
for  defendant — on  the  contrary,  if  they  believed  the 
receipt  not  to  be  genuine,  and  the  w'itnesses  not 
entitled  to  credit,  they  should  render  a verdit  for 
plaintiff.  The  jury  returned  a verdict,  confirming 
the  judgments  on  record. — Uniontown  Bern. 


ANOTHER  LETTER  FROM  JUDGE 
COOPER. 

From  the  American  Sentinel  of  September  9. 

We  publish  this  morning  a letter  which  we  have 
just  received  from  judge  Cooper,  of  South  Carolina, 
in  reply  to  some  remarks  which  appeared  in  the  [ 
Philadelphia  Gazette  on  a previous  letter  from  the 
judge,  in  reference  to  the  United  States  bank. 

Trimestone  Springs,  Spartanburgh  district,  S.  C. 

Avgust  23,  1837. 

To  the  editor  of  the  American  Sentinel: 

Mr.  Editor:  A Philadelphia  Gazette  of  August 
11th,  was  received  by  me  at  this  place,  to-day.  I 
am  now'  between  SO  and  90  miles  from  my  own  j 
home,  my  books,  papers,  and  memoranda:  I can 
therefore  only  reply  to  X.  Y.  Z,  from  recollection. 
But  I have  a distinct,  and,  to  myself,  a satisfactory 
recollection,  that  during  the  first  discussion  on  the 
constitutionality  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  Mr.  Madison  took  a prominent  part  against 
it,  he  stated  the  fact  that  a proposal  to  incorporate 
a bank  was  among  the  rejected  proposals  made  to 
the  convention.  I know  this  was  often  spoken  of, 
during  the  two  discussions  concerning  a national 
bank,  as  a fact  w:ell  known.  I have  more  than 
once  published  the  same  fact  myself;  and  I have 
never  seen  it  denied  or  heard  of  its  having  been  by 
any  one,  at  any  time  disputed.  As  I W'as  much  in 
the  habit  of  frequenting  Mr.  Dallas  and  his  hospita- 
ble family,  after  he  succeeded  to  Mr.  Gallatin — as  I 
was  in  constant  habits  of  intimacy  wdth  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Fox,  of  Philadelphia,  at  whose  request  I drew 
up  the  series  of  papers  in  defence  of  captain  Jones— 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  occurred 
to  me  for  two  or  three  years  as  a subject  of  more 
interest  than  to  most  other  citizens. 

When  I wrote  to  you,  sir,  I wrote  from  what  I 
then  considered,  and  do  now  consider  as  a distinct 
recollection  of  past  facts.  I am  not  aware  of  any 
errors  that  I ought  to  acknowledge  or  amend  in  that 
communication.  If  Mr.  X.  Y.  Z.  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  carefully  the  minutes  of  the  con- 
vention published  by  Mr.  Monroe,  under  a resolu- 
tion of  congress,  anil  since  republished  by  Mr.  El- 
liot, he  will  find  rejected  proposals  to  allow  con- 
gress the  power  of  erecting  corporations,  that  are 
pregnant  with  the  proposal  which  he  doubts  about. 
More  distinct  and  accurate  minutes  of  what  passed- 
at  that  convention  we  must  wait  for,  till  the  papers 
of  Mr.  Madison  and  major  Jackson,  shall  te  pub- 
lished. Col.  Hamilton  and  the  nationalists  in  that 
convention,  who  were  joined  by  the  speculators  in 
certificates,  were  not  at  that  time  insensible  of  the 
importance  of  giving  congress  the  power  in  ques- 
tion; and  I have  no  doubt,"  the  corporation  motions 
had  that  object  in  view.  The  bill  establishing  a bank 
of  the  United  States,  was  long  withheld  by  general 
Washington,  and  signed  at  last  by  him,  not  without 
reluctance. 

I shall  not  reach  my  own  home  before  the  en- 
suing session  of  congress,  but  how  the  fact  con- 
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sidered  so  important  by  X.  Y.  Z.  can  affect  that 
body,  I know  not.  Let  them  read  the  minutes  of 
the  convention,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  on  this 
head.  But  were  I a member  of  the  ensuing  con- 
gress, I should  consider  it  as  of  very  little  impor- 
tance. 

I would  not  condescend  to  reason  with  a man 
who  would  be  desirous  of  abolishing  the  banking 
system  altogether.  As  it  exists  at  present,  it  is  bad 
enough;  but  I see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  try 
to  amend  it.  We  have  had  experience  of  Mr. 
Biddle’s  bank;  and  for  many  years,  we  went  on  so 
smoothly,  and  so  prosperously  with  this  institution, 
as  the  fly-wheel  to  the  machine,  that  little  was 
left  to  be  desired  to  put  our  currency  on  as  good  a 
footing  as  a reasonable  man  could  wish.  It  was, 
moreover,  an  independent  bank:  a bank  controlled 
by  the  stockholders  alone.  When  are  we  likely  to 
have  another  independent  bank  to  aid  in  managing 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Union?  We  have  wan- 
dered away  from  a pleasant,  a plain,  and  a safe 
road;  we  have  driven  the  carriage  among  ravines 
and  quagmires;  we  are  at  a loss  what  course  to 
take.  Shall  we  go  back  to  the  good  and  sate  road 
we  have  quitted,  and  along  which  we  travelled 
smoothly  and  well — or  shall  we  hunt  out  some  new 
and  unexplored  path,  in  a district  of  country  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted?  Age  perhaps  may 
have  made  me  over  cautious,  but  I preferred  the 
tried  to  the  untried;  and  I vote  for  retracing  our 
steps. 

Doubts,  and  very  honest  doubts,  may  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  constitutionality  of  a Bank  of  the 
United  States.  I have  been  compelled  to  renounce 
the  doubts  I once  entertained  on  this  subject.  But 
the  commercial  world  is  now  in  a situation  that 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  in  1787,  and  measures 
are  now  necessary  that  could  not  then  have  been 
adopted.  No  merchant,  no  commercial  dealer,  will 
for  a moment  consent  to  renounce  the  banking  sys- 
tem altogether.  We  must  try,  therefore,  not  to 
pull  down  a building  for  which  we  cannot  provide 
a substitute,  but  try  to  amend  and  improve  if,  as 
circumstances  point  out  the  necessity  and  the 
means  of  so  doing.  It  is  the  crying  sin,  even  of 
honest  radicalism,  that  it  levels  to  the  ground  where 
it  might  beneficially  amend,  and  goes  headlong  to 
the  work  of  destruction,  without  providing  the 
means  of  doing  better  than  before. 

Some  propose  calling  a convention  to  give  con- 
gress a power  which,  after  so  many  experiments, 
I am  satisfied  it  possesses  already.  As  an  implied 
power  necessary  to  fiscal  operations,  an  United 
States  bank  may  be  erected.  Such  is  my  opinion 
at  least.  Among  the  hundred  plans^that  have  been 
and  will  be  suggested,  my  own  is,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  past  experience,  and  prudently  amend  past 
errors  and  defects;  preserving  what  has  been  proved 
beneficial,  as  carefully  as  we  would  cut  out  the  rot- 
ten parts  of  the  present  system.  I am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  THOMAS  COOPER,  M.  D. 


LETTERS  FROM  MR.  RUSH. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe. 

London,  August  7,  1837. 

Gentlemen: — For  having  aided  in  a reprint  here 
last  autumn  of  part  of  a calm,  argumentative,  and 
highly  important  letter,  from  the  late  vice  president 
of  the  United  States  to  the  hon.  Sherrod  Williams, 
member  of  congress  from  Kentucky,  which  discuss- 
ed public  questions  of  the  broadest  nature,  and 
deepest  interest  to  the  welfare  of  the  union,  and 
which  contained  not  a single  harsh. word,  much  less 
calumnious  one,  of  the  bankor  its  officers,  although 
the  contrary  has  so  often  been  affirmed  of  it,  I have 
been  the  subject  of  reiterated  abuse;  much  of  it 
saying  or  insinuating  that  the  opinions  I have  ex- 
pressed of  the  bank’s  conduct  have  been  influenc- 
ed by  other  than  genuine  convictions.  I have  re- 
plied to  none  of  this  anonymous  scurrillity,  but 
will  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of  an  article  in 
the  National  Gaz-ite,  published  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  9th  of  June,  because  the  author  has  sent  it 
under  seal  across  the  sea,  with  a message  in  manu- 
script specially  commending  it  to  my  perusal,  (by 
which  he  has  sought  to  thrust  his  rudeness  upon 
me  personally,)  and  because,  also,  I have  ari  im- 
pression that  I know  its  source,  though  I cannot  be 
certain,  or  from  this  distance  make  inquiries,  except 
through  obstacles  and  delays  that  I may  reasonably 
object  to  encountering.  I therefore  request  you  to 
publish  the  subjoined  reply  to  him.  I would  send 
it  to  the  paper  in  which  his  piece  appeared,  but 
that  journal  has  so  long  been  in  the  habit  of  doing 
me  injustice,  whether  I am  abroad  or  at  home,  that 
I should  have  no  confidence  in  the  dispositions  of 
those  who  conduct  it  to  publish  any  thing  from  me 
designed  to  repel  its  aggressions;  and  I may  safely 
infer  that,  through  the  medium  of  a paper  circu- 
lating as  widely  as  yours,  my  reply  cannot  but  be- 
come known  to  the  author,  whoever  he  may  be.  I 


pray  you  to  insert  it  with  this  introduction,  and  re- 
main respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

To  the  author  of  the  leading  article  in  the  Philadclpha 
National  Gazette, of  Friday,  the  9th  of  June,  1837: 

Sir: — In  an  article  filling  more  than  a column  of 
the  paper  above  specified,  you  have  taken  improper 
liberties  with  my  name,  and  sent  the  paper  here 
under  an  envelope,  with  a written  message  com- 
mending it  to  my  perusal,  but  hiding  your  name; 
for  which  low  work  I pronounce  you  a calumnia- 
tor, and  no  gentleman.  The  piece  fairly  earns  both 
epithets,  apart  from  your  mode  of  sending  it. 

Debased  as  you  are  in  my  estimation,  and  will  be 
with  all  honorable  men,  by  your  skulking  act,  if 
you  object  to  my  terms,  I will  still  be  willing,  when 
back  in  the  United  States,  to  make  you  any  atone- 
ment you  may  have  had  anterior  titles  to  claim  from 
me;  but  as,  with  an  ocean  between  us,  you  have 
chosen  the  press  as  the  medium  of  the  elfusions  you 
were  SO  anxious  I should  read  in  London,  you  can- 
not complain  that  I resort  to  it  to  express  my  opin- 
ions of  you  that  they  may  be  read  in  Philadelphia. 

I add,  that  it  was  only  day  before  yesterday  I got 
your  enclosure,  through  a channel  you  will  under- 
stand when  you  see  this  reply,  which  goes  to  you 
at  my  earliest  convenience  by  the  first  ship. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

London,  August  7,  1837. 


GENERAL  GAINES. 

From  the  Missouri  Republican. 

We  have  received  a copy  of  the  following  corres- 
pondence, with  the  request  that  it  should  be  pub- 
lished. It  seems  to  have  been  a long  time  delayed 
on  the  way,  but  will  not  be  found  to  be  the  less  in- 
teresting on  that  account.  The  sentiments  of  gen- 
eral Gaines  will  be  responded  to  in  the  breast  of 
every  one  who  knows  the  character  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  west. 

Major  general  Edmund  P.  Gaines, 

Sir:  The  citizens  of  Clay  and  the  Platte  coun- 

try, in  consideration  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  they  hold  your  personal  character  as  well  as 
your  distinguished  services  in  the  army  of  the 
"United  States,  and  the  prompt  and  efficient  aid 
which  you  are  now  rendering  in  removing  the 
Indians  from  our  border,  have  determined  to  tender 
you  a public  dinner,  at  Liberty,  at  such  time  as  will 
meet  your  convenience. 

Joel  Turnham,  Shubael  Allen,  Peter  H.  Burnett, 
Edward  Clark,  James  Duncan,  committee  of  Clay. 

Z.  Martin,  J.  Venyard,  A.  B.  Holt,  committee 
of  Platte. 

Independence,  Missouri,  July  20,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I accept  with  great  pleasure  the 
kind  invitation  with  which  the  citizens  of  Clay  and 
the  Platte  country  have  honored  me,  through  you, 
to  a public  dinner.  Duties  requiring  my  immedi- 
ate attention  oblige  me  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure 
of  complying  with  your  wishes  at  this  time.  I 
will,  however,  take  the  earliest  occasion  in  my 
power,  to  apprise  you  of  the  time  of  my  return  to 
this  frontier,  to  fix  a day  for  meeting  my  friends 
and  countrymen  of  this  land  of  promise  at  the  fes- 
tive board,  in  time  to  partake  with  them  of  the  corn 
and  fruits  of  the  present  season. 

I have  made  arrangements  for  the  whole  of  the 
Indians  now  within  the  limits  of  the  Platte  coun- 
try to  leave  it  in  the  course  of  the  next  week. 
They  go  not  only  without  a murmur,  but  with  wil- 
lingness and  apparent  pleasure,  because  they  were 
assured  by  me  that  all  the  promises  made  to  them 
by  the  United  States  in  their  treaties,  will  be  faith- 
fully complied  with.  Upon  this  point  the  late  sud- 
den stoppage  of  their  rations  had  filled  them  with 
doubt  and  apprehension,  which  I have  reason  to 
believe,  would,  in  the  course  of  a few  days  have 
produced,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  all  the  dis- 
tressing scenes  of  starvation,  or  consequent  rob- 
bery and  war,  such  as  our  frontier  citizens  have 
too  often  experienced  from  violation  of  our  treaties. 

All  the  human  family,  from  the  highest  grades  of 
civilization  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  barbarism,  appre- 
ciate more  or  less — and  the  savage  more  sensitively 
than  the  civilized  man — the  maxim,  that 

“Truth  is  the  basis  of  all  excellence.” 

This  maxim  should  be  regarded  by  civilized  man 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  savage,  even  more  strict- 
ly to  the  letter  and  the  spirit,  than  with  civilized 
nations.  The  savages  of  our  country  were  taught 
by  our  beloved  Washington  himself,  and  by  those 
who  followed  the  plain  straight  forward  path  of 
public  duty  marked  out  by  that  greatest  and  best  of 
men,  that  the  word  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  given  to  the  Indians  in  the  form  of  a treaty, 
should  be  held  sacred  as  an  oath  registered  in  the 
Heaven  above!  The  Indians  now  near  you  had 
been  thus  told  when  by  treaty  they  ceded  their  valu- 


able lands  in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Michigan, 
lor  those  of  the  far  west,  that  they  should  receive 
bread  and  meat  for  their  subsistence,  on  their  way 
to  their  new  homes  and  for  one  year  thereafter. 
This  all-important  promise  (without  the  fulfilment 
of  which,  the  Indians  could  not  live,)  they  deemed 
to  be  broken  as  soon  as  the  public  supply  of  sub- 
sistence was  wdthheld  from  them — as  they  were 
apprised  that  the  tract  of  country  ceded  to  them, 
allbrded  little  or  no  means  for  subsistence  by  the 
chase. 

My  duty  under  these  circumstances,  was  plain  and 
simple.  I had  little  or  nothing  to  do  but  to  see,  and 
to  assure  them  that  the  treaty  stipulations  were  not 
to  be  regarded  as  lies,  but  would  be  respected  and 
fulfilled  in  the  spirit  of  truth  and  honor.  I accord- 
ingly ordered  their  supply  with  rations,  and  their 
immediate  removal.  They  were  satisfied  and 
happy. 

I have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  of  my 
country  in  the  United  States  service  ever  since  I 
was  grown,  near  thirty-nine  years  past — during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  my  duties  have  been  con- 
fined to  different  sections  of  the  frontier,  upon  which 
I had  previously  carried  my  rifle  in  the  performance 
of  militia  duty,  before  I had  seen  the  eighteenth 
year  of  my  age.  You  will  readily  infer,  therefore, 
that  I have  had  the  means  of  witnessing  the  priva- 
tions and  exposures,  and  of  appreciating  the  value 
to  our  beloved  union,  of  this  class  of  the  American 
community,  which  may  with  strict  military  proprie- 
ty be  designated  the  National  Pioneers  of  the  re- 
public. 

Often  have  I,  when  hungry  and  worn  down  with 
excessive  fatigue,  approached  the  cabin,  or  the 
camp  of  the  Pioneer,  from  the  frontier  of  Georgia 
and  Florida  to  the  Sabine  border  of  Louisiana — 
thence  to  the  great  northern  lakes,  and  from  thence 
to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  state  of  Maine,  inclusively, 
and  never  without  receiving  a hearty  welcome,  and 
being  cordially  invited  to  partake  of  the  comforts  of 
their  fireside  and  table.  They  have  grown  up  and 
strengthened  with  the  growth  and  strength  of  the 
nation.  The  other  parts  of  the  nation  could  not 
have  existed  without  them,  any  more  than  the  hu- 
man body  could  exist  without  the  head  and  heart 
and  arms.  The  people  of  the  interior  may  well  say 
to  the  border  Pioneers,  “we  arc  flesh  of  one  flesh 
and  bone  of  one  bone.”  How,  then,  can  I feel  indif- 
ferent to  the  interests  of  my  countrymen,  thus  oc- 
cupying the  post  of  danger? — the  post  of  honor! — 
When  I neglect  or  forget  my  duty  to  the  American 
pioneers,  and  their  families,  then  may  the  recording 
angel  of  justice  and  gratitude  forget  me! 

EDMOND  P.  GAINES. 

To  Jool  Turnham.  &r 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

From  the  Nassau  Royal  Gazette  of  August  16,  1837. 

We  publish  the  following  by  desire  of  George 
Huyler,  esq.  consul  of  the  United  States: 

Nassau,  August  15,  1837. 
Sir:  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I have  to  inform 
you  that  the  accompanying  papers  of  the  American 
ship  Heraclide  were  found  upon  the  beach,  in  a 
broken  writing-desk,  upon  my  property,  on  the 
south  side  of  Grand  Bahama,  about  three  miles 
from  the  south  point;  and  that,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  a large  quantity  of  pieces  of  a large  vessel, 
as  well  as  her  long  boat,  and  small  boat,  with  her 
name  upon  it,  there  is,  I much  fear,  but  little  hope 
of  the  preservation  of  either  the  vessel  or  crew. 
There  has,  I have  reason  to  believe,  been  other 
papers  picked  up,  but  in  consequence  of  my  absence 
from  home,  have  not  yet  reached  me.  Her  long 
boat  I have  desired  to  be  carried  to  my  landing; 
her  small  boat  is  all  to  pieces.  One  hogshead 
and  one  bale  tohacco  was  all  that  had  reached  the 
shore.  Should  there  be  any  further  information 
which  I can  afford/I  shall  Sfeel  [most  happy  in  so 
doing. 

I remain,  sir,  your  ob’t  serv’f, 

WILLIAM  HAMILTON. 
Ship  Heraclide,  347  tons,  owned  by  Samuel  and 
David  Deveris,  of  Charlestown;  Francis  A.  Winn, 
master.  This  ship  was  from  New  Orleans,  bound 
to  Bremen 

The  crew  consisted  of  Ellcanah  Crosby,' Daniel 
W.  Brookhouse,  Samuel  Devons,  Henry  Williams, 
Geoige  Williams,  Wm.  Stevens,  Win  Johnson, 
Edward  Harrington,  Louis  Reby,  Wm.  Dixon, 
Henry  Chester,  and  John  McDowell.  [Globe. 

Translation  of  an  extract  from  a letter  from  Don 
Felipe  Arana,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  the  secretary  of 
state. 

Buenos  Ayres,  June  29,  1837. 
The  undersigned  minister  of  foreign  relations,  by 
order  of  his  government,  has  the  honor  to.enclose 
to  his  excellencv,  the  minister  of  the  corresponding 
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department  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
a printed  copy  of  a decree  and  proclamation  which 
have  been  issued  in  the  name,  and  with  the  assent, 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  on 
the  19th  instant,  declaring  that  from  considerations 
therein  expressed,  the  Argentine  republic  is  at  war 
with  the  government  of  general  Santa  Cruz  and  his 
supporters. 

Translation  of  a decree  published  in  the  Buenos  Ayres 
Gazette  Mercaniil  of  June  30,  1837. 

VIVA  LA  FEDERACIONl 

Department  of  foreign  relations,  of  Buenos  Ayres, 

June  28,  1837. 

The  28th  year  of  liberty,  the  22d  of  indepen- 
dence and  the  8th  of  the  Argentine  Confederacy. 

The  government  charged  with  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  Argentine  Confederacy,  has  determin- 
ed and  does  decree — 

Article  1.  Brigadier  general  Don  Carlos  Maria 
de  Alvear  is  appointed  envoy  extraordinary  near 
the  government  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  with  the  salary  and  appoint- 
ments set  forth  in  the  budget  of  the  present  year, 
approved  by  the  representative  junta. 

Article  2.  Let  his  credentials  be  made  out,  and 
let  the  present  decree  be  communicated,  published, 
and  inserted  in  the  official  register. 

ROSAS. 

FELIPE  ARANA. 


PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTIONS. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Mr.  Editor — There  have  been,  since  the  organi- 
zation of  our  government,  thirteen  presidential  elec- 
tions. The  following  is  a correct  statement  of  the 
number  of  votes  received  by  each  principal  candi- 
date, for  president  and  vice  president,  at  each  of 
said  elections;  and  as  it  will  be  found  on  examina- 
tion to  have  been  compiled  from  good  authority,  it 
may  perhaps  be  worthy  of  a place  in  your  columns. 

First  election,  1788.  No.  of  electors  69.  George 
Washington  received  69  votes;  John  Adams  34,  and 
John  Jay  9.  Washington  was  elected  president, 
and  John  Adams  vice  president. 

Second  election,  1792.  No.  of  electors  135.  George 
Washington  received  132  votes;  John  Adams  77, 
and  George  Clinton  50.  Washington  and  Adams 
were  both  re-elected. 

Third  election,  1796.  No.  of  electors  138.  John 
Adams  received  71  votes;  Thomas  Jefferson  69; 
Thomas  Pinckney  59,  and  Aaron  Burr  30.  Adams 
was  elected  president,  and  Jefferson  vice  president. 

Fourth  election,  1800.  No.  of  electors  138.  Thos. 
Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr  received  each  73  votes; 
John  Adams  65,  and  Charles  C.  Pinckney  64.  As 
iho.o  was  no  choice  of  president  in  tne  'college  of 
electors,  the  election  devolved  on  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  after  balloting  36  times,  Jeffer- 
son was  elected  by  a majority  of  one  state.  Burr 
was  elected  vice  president. 

Fifth  election,  1804.  No.  of  electors  176.  The 
present  plan  of  voting  separately  for  president  and 
vice  president  was  now  adopted. 

Thomas  Jefferson  received  162  votes  for  presi- 
dent, and  Charles  C.  Pinckney  14.  George  Clin- 
ton received  162  votes  for  vice  president,  and  Rufus 
King  14.  Jefferson  and  Clinton  were  elected. 

Sixth  election,  1808.  No.  of  electors  176.  James 
Madison  received  122  votes  lor  president,  and  Chas. 

C.  Pinckney  47.  George  Clinton  received  113 
votes  for  vice  president,  and  Rufus  King  47.  Madi- 
son and  Clinton  were  elected. 

Seventh  election,  1812.  No.  of  electors  217. 
James  Madison  received  128  votes  for  president, 
and  De  Witt  Clinton  89.  Elbridge  Gerry  received 
131  votes  for  vice  president,  and  Jared  Ingersoll  86. 
Madison  and  Gerry  were  elected. 

Eighth  election,  1816.  No.  of  electors  217.  James 
Monroe  received  183  votes  for  president,  and  Rufus 
King  34.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  received  183  votes 
for  vice  president,  and  John  E.  Howard  22.  Mon- 
roe and  Tompkins  were  elected. 

Ninth  election,  1820.  No.  of  electors  232.  James 
Monroe  received  232  votes  for  president,  and  Daniel 

D.  Tompkins  218  for  vice  president. 

Tenth  election,  1824.  No.  of  electors  261.  An- 
drew Jackson  received  99  votes  for  president;  John 
Q.  Adams  84;  Wm.  H.  Crawford  41,  and  Henry 
Clay  37.  As  neither  candidate  had  a majority,  the 
election  was  carried  into  the  house,  where  John  Q. 
Adams  having  received  the  votes  of  13  states  out  of 
23,  was  elected  president.  John  C.  Calhoun  re- 
ceived 182  electoral  votes  for  vice  president;  N. 
Sanford  30,  and  Nathaniel  Macon  24.  Calhoun  was 
elected  vice  president. 

Eleventh  election , 1828.  No.  of  electors  261. 
Andrew  Jackson  received  178  votes  for  president, 
and  John  Q.  Adams  82.  John  C.  Calhoun  received 
171  votes  for  vice  president,  and  Richard  Rush  83. 
Jackson  and  Calhoun  were  elected. 


Twelfth  election,  1832.  No.  of  electors  288.  An- 
drew Jackson  received  219  votes  for  president; 
Henry  Clay  49;  John  Floyd  11,  and  Wm.  Wirt  7. 
Martin  Van  Buren  received  189  votes  for  vice  pre- 
sident; John  Sergeant  49;  Wm.  Wilkins  30;  Henry 
Lee  11,  and  Amos  Ellmaker7.  Jackson  and  Van 
Buren  were  elected. 

Thirteenth  election,  1836.  No.  of  electors  294, 
(including  those  of  Michigan.)  Martin  Van  Buren 
received  170  votes  for  president;  Wm.  H.  Harrison 
73;  Hugh  L.  White  26;  Daniel  Webster  14,  and 
Willie  P.  Mangum  11.  Richard  M.  Johnson  re- 
ceived 147  votes  for  vice  president;  Francis  Gran- 
ger 177;  John  Tyler  47,  and  Wm.  Smith  23.  As 
neither  of  the  candidates  for  vice  president  received 
a majority  of  the  electoral  votes,  and  as  Richard  M. 
Johnson  and  Francis  Granger  received  more  votes 
than  any  other  two,  the  senate  proceeded  to  elect 
one  of  these  candidates  vice  president.  In  the 
senate  Richard  M.  Johnson  received  33  votes,  and 
Francis  Granger  16.  Van  Buren  and  Johnson  were 
elected. 


THE  SITTINGS  OF  CONGRESS. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  following  statement  will,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, be  interesting,  if  not  useful,  to  many  of  our 
readers: 

Statement  showing  the  commencement  and  termi- 
nation of  each  session  of  congress  held  under  the 
present  constitution,  with  the  number  of  days  in 
each. 


CONGRESS. 

SESSION. 

FROM 

TO 

1 YEAR  OF  1NDE- 
1 PENDENCE. 

1 NO.  OF  DAYS  IN 
1 EACH  SESSION. 

WHERE 

HELD. 

1 

Mar.  4,  1789 

Sept.  29,  1789 

13 

210 

New  York. 

t 

2 

Jan.  4, 1790 

Auk.  Id,  1790 

14 

221 

do. 

3 

Dec.  0,  1790 

Mar.  3,  1791 

15 

88 

Philadelphia, 

1 

Oct.  24,1791 

May  8,  1792 

16 

98 

do. 

2 

Nov.  5,  1 792 

Mar.  2,  1793 

17 

119 

do. 

1 

Dec.  2,  1793 

June  9, 1794 

17 

190 

do. 

3 

0 

Nnv.  3,  1794 

Mar.  3,  1795 

19 

121 

do. 

] 

Dec.  7,  1795 

June  1 , 1796 

20 

178 

do. 

4 

9 

Dec.  5,  1790 

Mar.  3,1797 

21 

89 

do. 

1 

May  15,  1797 

•Inly  10,  1797 

21 

57 

do. 

5 

2 

Nov.  13,  1797 

July  16,  1798 

22 

246 

do. 

3 

Dec.  3,  1798 

Mar.  3,  1799 

23 

90 

do. 

1 

Dec.  2,  1799 

May  14,  1800 

24 

165 

do. 

6 

2 

Nov.  17,  1800 

Mar.  3,  1801 

25 

107 

Washington. 

1 

Dec.  7,  1801 

May  3,  1802 

26 

148 

do. 

7 

2 

Dec.  6,  1802 

Mar.  3,  1803 

27 

88 

do. 

i 

Oct.  17,  1803 

Mar.  27,  1804 

28 

163 

do. 

2 

Nov.  5,  1804 

Mar.  3,  1805 

29 

119 

do. 

n 

1 

Dec.  2, 1805 

April  21,  1806 

30 

141 

do. 

9 

2 

Dec.  1,  1806 

Mar.  3.  1807 

31 

93 

do. 

10 

1 

Oct.  26,  1807 

April  25,  1808 

32 

183 

do. 

2 

Nov.  7,  1808 

Mar,  3,  1809 

33 

117 

do. 

1 

May  22,  J809 

June  28,  1809 

33 

38 

do. 

11 

2 

Nov.  27,  1809 

May  1,1810 

34 

156 

do. 

3 

Dec.  3,  1810 

Mar.  3,1811 

35 

91 

do. 

I 

Nov.  4,  1811 

July  6,1812 

36 

246 

do. 

2 

Nov.  2,1812 

Mar.  3,  1813 

37 

122 

do. 

1 

May  24,  1813 

Aug.  2,1813 

37 

71 

do. 

13 

o 

Dec.  6.  1813 

April  18,  1814 

38 

134 

do. 

3 

Sept.  19,  1814 

Mar.  3,  1815 

39 

166 

do. 

14 

1 

Dec.  4,  1815 

April  30,  1816 

40 

149 

do. 

14 

2 

Dec.  2,  1816 

Mar.  3,  1817 

41 

92 

do. 

1 

Dec.  1,  1817 

April  30,  1818 

42 

141 

do. 

2 

Nov.  16,  1818 

Mar.  3,  18'9 

43 

108 

do. 

1 

Dec.  6,  1819 

May  15.  1820 

44 

162 

do. 

2 

Nnv.  13,  1820 

Mar.  3,1821 

45 

111 

do. 

I7 

1 

Dec.  3,  1821 

May  8.  1822 

46 

157 

do. 

2 

Dec.  2,  1822 

Mar.  3,1823 

47 

92 

do. 

18 

1 

Dec.  1,1823 

May  27,  1824 

48 

179 

do. 

2 

Dec.  6.  1824 

Mar.  3.  1825 

49 

88 

do. 

19 

19 

1 

Dec.  5,1825 

May  22.  1826 

50 

169 

do. 

2 

Dec.  4,  1826 

Mar.  3,  1827 

51 

90 

do. 

20 

1 

Dec.  3,  1827 

May  26,  1828 

52 

176 

do. 

2 

Dec.  1,1828 

Mar.  3,  1829 

53 

93 

do. 

1 

Dec.  7,  1829 

Mar.  31,  1830 

54 

176 

do. 

2 

Dec.  6,1830 

Mar.  3,  1831 

55 

88 

do. 

22 

1 

Dec.  5,  1831 

July  16,  1832 

56 

225 

do. 

2 

Dee.  3,  1832 

Mar.  3,1833 

57 

91 

do. 

1 

Dec.  2,1833 

June  30,  1834 

58 

211 

do. 

2 

Dec.  1,1834 

Mar.  3,  1835 

59 

93 

do. 

24 

1 

Dec.  7,1835 

July  4,  1836 

60 

211 

do. 

2 

Dec.  5,  1836 

Mar.  3,  1837 

61 

89 

do. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CUSHING  OF  MASS. 

Mr.  Cushing  arrived  at  Lowell,  Mass,  on  the  22d 
ult.  and  was  waited  upon  by  a large  number  of  his 
constituents.  At  their  request,  he  agreed  to  meet 
the  citizens  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  evening,  where 
he  delivered  the  following  speech  in  reply  to  an  ad- 
dress of  welcome  from  the  mayor. 

Mr.  Cushing  said:  I receive,  with  sincere  grati- 
tude, the  welcome  presented  to  me  by  my  respected 
friend,  the  mayor,  in  behalf  of  his  assembled  fellow- 
citizens.  It  is  peculiarly  satisfactory  to  me  to  have 
such  an  opportunity  of  meeting  my  constituents  of 
the  city  of  Lowell,  inasmuch  as,  residing  in  another 
part  of  the  district,  I do  not  possess  the  power  to 
mingle  with  them  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  busi- 
ness and  of  casual  association.  If  any  apology  be 
needed  for  the  publicity  of  the  present  interview, 
this  fact  will,  I hope,  be  deemed  a sufficient  one. 

I had  the  honor,  nearly  two  years  since,  to  address 
my  constituents  in  this  hall  on  a similar  occasion. 


just  previous  to  first  entering  upon  my  place  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives.  To  you, 
gentlemen,  who  had  given  to  me  your  confidence,  I 
pledged  myself  to  enter  congress  in  the  fixed  reso- 
lution to  discharge  that  important  trust  conscien- 
tiously, and  according  to  my  best  knowledge  of  the 
interests  of  my  constituents  and  of  the  country,  re- 
gardless of  personal  consequences.  I went  there, 
armed  with  no  strength,  except  the  purpose  to  do 
my  duty,  so  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  the  people  who  sent 
me.  You,  fellow-citizens,  are  that  people;  and  I 
stand  now  before  you  to  render  a reckoning  of  my 
stewardship.  If  there  be  one  man  here,  who  has 
aught  of  exception  to  any  act  or  vote  of  mine  as  his 
representative  in  congress,  I hold  myself  ready,  at 
this  or  any  other  time,  here  and  every  where,  to 
make  explanation  in  regard  thereto.  I will  not  un- 
dertake to  recapitulate  the  doings  of  the  last  con- 
gress. They  are  familiarly  known  to  you  all.  It 
has  been  my  constant  aim,  in  the  part  I myself 
have  taken,  while  maintaining  the  relations  of  honor 
and  of  good  faith  to  my  particular  friends,  to  do  this 
not  in  the  spirit  of  blind  adhesion  to  party  asi  such, 
but  rather  in  obedience  to  the  great  principles  of 
public  policy,  which  I sincerely  professed,  and  con- 
scientiously entertained,  in  common  with  my  par- 
ty associates.  And  I repeat,  if  there  be  any  person 
here,  who  desires  explanation  of  whatever  act  done 
by  me  in  his  name  and  behalf,  I do  most  cheerfully 
tender  it  to  him,  and  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
district. 

Gentlemen,  I am  about  to  take  my  seat  in  the 
twenty-fitth  congress,  specially  convened  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  consider  of  a rem- 
edy for  the  existing  public  troubles.  ,It  may  be  ex- 
pected that  something  should  be  said  by  me,  on  this 
occasion,  respecting  those  great  questions,  which 
now  agitate  the  country.  In  doing  so  I must  beg 
your  indulgent  attention;  since  it  is  a subject  not 
to  be  lightly  turned  off  with  a passing  remark.  It 
will  be  my  endeavor,  also,  to  speak  of  it  dispas- 
sionately, as  befits  this  audience.  And  if  there  be 
any  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  present,  I 
trust  they  will  hear  me  in  candor,  where  I differ 
from  them,  especially  as  I do  not  propose  to  indulge 
in  reflections  upon  the  past,  seeking  to  understand 
the  true  nature  of  the  difficulties  which  now  op- 
press the  country,  and  to  study  the  means  of  remov- 
ing them,  rather  than  the  causes  by  which  they 
were  brought  upon  us.  Those  difficulties  exist; 
whether  by  the  fault  of  the  government  or  of  the 
people,  is  not  here  the  question;  but  what  they  are, 
and  howto  be  relieved. 

All  business  is  at  a stand.  The  country  is  flood- 
ed with  irredeemable  bank  paper.  Gold  and  silver 
have  disappeared,  except  as  articles  of  merchan- 
dise. The  universal  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, not  by  the  banks  only,  but  by  the  govern- 
ment itself,  affords  a spectacle  of  commercial  and 
financial  disaster  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
republic.  And  it  is  a period  of  disordered  opinions, 
as  well  as  disordered  currency.  All  things,  in  re- 
lation to  the  interests  of  property,  are  unsettled. 
Nothing  is  taken  as  fixed  and  established.  Facts, 
reasonings,  purposes,  opinions,  are  adrift  on  the 
deep  sea  of  agitation,  to  be  tossed  hither  and  thither 
upon  its  troubled  waters  without  chart  or  rudder. 

In  this  general  collision  of  the  elements,  two  ex- 
tremes present  themselves  in  regard  to  the  great 
questions  of  the  day. 

One  extreme  is  an  exclusive  metallic  medium  of 
exchanges.  I say  at  once  that  I hold  this  to  be  as 
impracticable  in  fact  as  it  is  absurd  in  theory. 
Gold  and  silver  possess  intrinsic  value  as  property. 
But  they  constitute  only  a small  part  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  community.  How  is  it  possible,  then, 
that  they  should  be  made  to  be  worth  as  much  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  property  in  existence?  You  cannot 
begin  to  render  one  article  of  property  equal  in 
value  to  every  thing  else,  without  producing  a total 
revolution  in  the  value  of  every  thing  else.  If  you 
attempt  this,  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish  it.  If 
you  could  accomplish  this,  it  would  be  to  drive  the 
world  back  again  to  the  barbarism  of  savage  life, 
where  all  traffic  is  barter;  or  to  bring  upon  us  the 
desolation  of  oriental  despotism.  Doubtless  the 
scheme  would  destroy  all  banks,  if  that  is  our  ob- 
ject; but  it  would  destroy,  at  the  same  time,  all 
credit,  all  prosperity,  all  industry,  all  business,  and 
all  traffic,  except  for  the  sheer  necessaries  of  the 
lowest  animal  existence.  But  I will  not  dwell  on 
this  mad  scheme.  It  is  disavowed  alike  by  admin- 
istration and  opposition.  To  maintain  it  in  any 
way,  is  the  mere  extravagance  of  wickedness  or 
folly. 

The  other  extreme  is  paper  money;  a limitless, 
unregulated,  fluctuating,  irresponsible  issue  of  ir- 
redeemable bank  paper,  choking  the  avenues  of 
business,  and  overturning  the  lartdmarks  of  proper- 
ty "and  of  labor.  It  is  the  existing  condition  of 
things;  a condition  abhorrent  to  every  maxim  of 
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political  philosophy,  and  abhorrent  also  to  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  the  land.  I condemn  it  as 
emphatically  as  any  radical  among  us. 

Each  of  these  two  extremes  of  opinion  or  of  fact, 
I hold  to  be  mischievous  to  the  last  degree.  They 
differ  in  this:  one  of  them  is  a wild  conception  of 
the  visionary  and  the  bad,  a voluntary  mischief, 
while  the  other  is  the  inevitable  calamitous  result 
of  events  no  longer  subject  to  human  control:  one 
a misfortune  to  be  prevented  and  repelled;  the 
other  a misfortune  to  be  removed  and  relieved. 

What,  then,  is  the  plain  practical  truth?  com- 
mon sense  tells  us  to  deal  with  the  facts  we  find 
about  us,  and  to  look  at  them  as  reasonable  men, 
anxious  to  do  right  according  to  the  knowledge 
given  us.  The  constitutional  currency,  or  rather 
the  constitutional  standard  of  property  and  of  con- 
tract, is  gold  and  silver.  But  the  law  does  not 
compel  me,  when  I sell  an  article,  to  take  payment 
in  gold  or  silver.  The  law  permits,  and  the  neces- 
sities of  business  require,  that  the  community 
should  have  a paper  representative,  or  rather  con- 
ventional symbol,  of  property,  which  the  buyer  and 
seller  may  employ  as  the  medium  of  exchange  if 
they  choose.  This  is  a bill  of  exchange  or  pro- 
missory note.  Whether  signed  by  an  individual,  or 
issued  by  a bank,  its  legal  character  is  the  same. 
Its  circulation  is  the  voluntary  act  of  business  men, 
sanctioned  and  protected  by  law,  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  business  men.  With  us,  the  paper  circu- 
lated is  incorporated  bank  paper,  the  particular 
sanction  of  the  law  having  been  given  to  this  kind 
of  paper,  simply  because  it  has  been  found  by  ex- 
perience to  be  the  kind  of  paper  most  worthy  of 
such  sanction.  That  is,  whatever  failures  may 
have  happened  to  incorporated  banks,  they  have 
happened  with  infinitely  greater  frequency  to  indi- 
viduals doing  business  in  other  ways. 

Gentlemen,  I have  stated  thus  carefully  the  pre- 
cise legal  character  of  bank  paper,  for  the  reason 
that  great  confusion  of  mind  seems  to  me  to  per- 
vade the  ideas  of  the  clamorers  against  banks. 
They  all  either  distinctly  admit,  or  at  any  rate  take 
it  for  granted,  that  banking  is  to  continue  to  exist  as 
a branch  of  business.  From  the  maker  of  books 
to  the  maker  of  paragraphs,  nobody,  that  thinks  or 
reasons  on  the  subject,  pretends  that  banking  is  to 
cease.  Well,  how  shall  we  have  banicing  without 
banks?  That  is  manifestly  impossible.  And  so 
these  wiseacres  proceed  to  talk  of  private  banking. 

Well,  what  is  private  banking?  Go  to  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  at  the  present  time,  and  you  will 
see  what  private  banking  is.  It  is  the  shin  plaster 
system.  In  Massachusetts,  we  have  no  paper  but 
incorporated  bank  paper.  It  is  the  only  paper  circu- 
lation sanctioned  by  the  law  in,  I believe,  any  of  the 
states.  But,  in  the  present  derangement  of  the 
currency,  every  body  in  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  who  chooses,  issues  a paper  circulation  in  de- 
fiance of  law.  Each  man  banks  for  himself.  Is 
this  a w'holesome  state  of  things?  At  any  rate,  it  is 
that  millenium  of  private  banking,  which  the  anti- 
bank men  profess  to  long  for.  Certainly  it  is  a 
very  odd  way  of  diminishing  the  evils  of  paper 
currency.  It  might  be  legalized  by  a law  with  a 
reamble  somewhatas  follows:  “Whereas  it  is  found 
y sad  experience  that  one  thousand  banks  are  too 
many,  therefore,  it  is  enacted  that  there  be  one 
million  banks.” 

Gentlemen,  these  political  agitators  tell  us  of  the 
dangerous  power  of  banks.  But  would  Nicholas 
Biddle  be  less  powerful  or  less  dangerous  if  bank- 
ing upon  thirty-five  millions  of  his  own,  than  as  the 
agent  of  others?  No,  infinitely  more.  They  have 
great  private  bankers  in  the  monarchies  of  Europe; 
men,  who,  like  the  Rothschilds,  make  peace  or  war 
as  they  choose,  and  wield  at  will  the  destiny  of 
empires.  Do  we  wish  for  a state  of  things  here, 
which  may  confer  such  power  on  a fewT  overgrown 
capitalists? 

Gentlemen,  I repeat,  every  man  of  common 
sense  in  the  country,  each  of  the  great  parties  into 
which  it  is  divided,  admits  that  banks  and  banking 
are  to  continue,  admits  that  a credit  circulation  is 
useful,  is  necessary.  The  men  and  the  journals  of 
the  administration  disavow  the  adverse  doctrine  as 
decidedly  as  those  of  the  opposition  do. 

What,  then,  are  the  particulars,  concerning  which 
sensible  men  and  honest  men,  ditfer?  They  are, 

1.  The  relative  proportions  of  more  or  less,  in 
which  a credit  circulation  and  a metallic  circula- 
tion may  well  coexist. 

2.  The  agency  by  which  the  paper  part  of  the 
currency  is  to  be  supplied. 

3.  The  mode  by  which  the  due  relation  of  both  is 
to  be  maintained  and  regulated. 

Starting,  therefore,  with  the  fact  that  there  is,  and 
is  to  be,  a mixed  currency  of  paper  and  of  specie,  just 
as  there  will  be  dealings  in  credit  and  dealings  in 
cash,  according  as  the  interests  of  trade  shalf  pre- 
scribe, the  first  question  is,  what  shall  be  the  relative 


quantity  of  cash?  It  is  the  contrariety  of  opinion 
on  this  point,  which  distinguishes  the  specie  curren- 
cy school  from  the  credit  currency  school,  each  of 
them  running  into  extremes  in  the  support  of  its 
own  particular  doctrine.  It  is,  I think,  the  pre- 
vailing conviction, — it  certainly  is  mine, — that  it 
would  be  well  to  augment  the  proportion  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  permanent  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try. I do  not  speak  of  the  present  state  of  things — 
all  paper  and  no  specie.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  all 
of  us  to  restore  the  regular  administration  of  the 
laws,  and  the  faculty  of  paying  debts,  as  well  by 
individuals  as  by  banks,  in  the  only  legal  tender  re- 
cognised by  the  constitution.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  the  currency  should  continue  no  longer  than 
the  uncontrollable  necessity  out  of  which  it  arose. 
What  I mean,  is,  that,  when  the  regular  train  of 
business  shall  return,  it  may  be  proper  and  wise  to 
concede  something  to  the  opinions  of  those,  who 
desire,  a3  I do,  a diminution  of  the  quantity  of  small 
bank  paper,  and  the  consequent  augmentation  of  the 
quantity  of  specie  to  be  held  at  all  times  suspended 
in  circulation.  This,  at  any  rate,  is  a question  of 
of  more  or  less  only,  of  mere  expediency,  not  of 
principle. 

But  how  shall  the  paper  circulation  be  supplied? 
And  how  regulated?  The  plain,  obvious*  straight 
forward  course  would  be,  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
experience,  and  to  follow  out  the  analogies  of  our 
political  institutions.  Twice,  for  long  periods  of 
time,  have  we  tried  a national  bank;  and  in  each 
period  it  has  fulfilled  its  appointed  purpose  of  sup- 
plying a safe  and  equal  currency,  and  of  regulating 
and  controlling  the  issues  of  the  state  banks.  Twice 
have  we  tried  for  a few  years  to  drag  on  without  a 
national  bank,  and  each  of  these  experiments  has 
been  a season  of  disaster  and  confusion.  Moreover, 
it  is  the  nature  of  our,  public  system,  that  most  of 
the  functions  and  powers  of  government  should  re- 
main with  the  states,  but  that,  in  those  respects  in 
which  they  have  mutual  relations  covering  the 
whole  country,  the  requisite  general  power  should 
reside  in  the  agents  of  the  federal  government. 

It  is  objected  that  the  late  bank  of  the  U.  States 
had  too  much  power.  Very  well;  then  make  a new 
one  with  less  power,  and  subject,  like  the  banks  of 
the  states,  to  the  summary  visitation  of  the  gov- 
ernment. I am  no  advocate  of  a bank-parlor  des- 
potism, holding  itself  above  the  law. 

And  suppose  that,  guard  it  as  you  will,  such  a 
bank  should,  by  the  amount  of  capital  it  possessed, 
have  considerable  indirect  power.  In  that  view  of 
the  subject,  it  would  be,  at  worst,  a case  for  the 
choice  of  evils.  For  there  is  a certain  end,  which, 
by  general  consent,  it  is  necessary  to  attain;  namely, 
the  supply  of  an  equal  currency,  and  the  due  regu- 
lation of  it.  If  you  will  not  do  this  by  means  of  a 
national  bank,  how  will  you  do  it? 

We  have  just  come  to  the  winding  up  of  an  ex- 
periment to  do  this  by  means  of  the  banks  of  twren- 
ty-nine  legislative  bodies,  acting  each  independently 
of  the  other,  and  conspiring  only  in  one  purpose, 
and  that  is,  inflating  the  bubble  until  it  has  burst, 
and  thrown  all  the  affairs  of  the  country  into  con- 
fusion worse  confounded.  This  is  the  pet  bank 
system,  which,  when  it  was  organized,  undertook 
to  give  us  a better  currency,  more  equal,  more  sta- 
ble, more  safe,  than  a national  bank  could.  Well, 
General  Jackson  now  pronounces  the  experiment 
to  be  a failure;  and  if  he  is  not  a competent  judge 
of  the  working  of  his  own  experiment,  I do  not 
know  who  should  be.  He  now  denounces  the 
whole  set  of  pet  banks,  in  terms  of  obloquy,  which 
I shall  not  presume  to  apply  to  them,  and  which, 
indeed,  I do  not  think  they  merit.  He  is  a bold 
man,  who,  after  this,  shall  undertake  to  recombine 
the  scattered  fragments  of  the  pet  bank  system. 
We  may  throw  out  of  view  that  scheme,  as  a device 
tried  and  condemned  past  redemption. 

Gentlemen,  I ask  again,  if  we  are  not  to  have  a 
national  bank,  what  shall  we  have?  I do  not  pro- 
fess (o  know.  It  is  not  for  me  to  propose.  I look 
to  the  administration,  which  is  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs,  to  suggest  some  way  to 
get  us  out  of  the  present  difficulties,  and  to  provide 
for  the  future  wants  of  the  country.  What  is  that 
way? 

Some  well-meaning  persons,  who  have  not  very 
accurately  studied  either  the  constitution  or  the  his- 
tory of  the  country,  propose  to  convert  the  federal 
government  into  a great  loan  office,  which  shall  is- 
sue fifty  ora  hundred  millions  of  government  paper, 
and  loan  it  to  the  state  banks,  to  bolster  up  their 
broken  credit,  and  to  supply  a paper  currency  in 
lieu  of  theirs.  Whatever  doubts  there  may  be  of 
the  constitutionality  of  a national  bank,  there  can 
be  none  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  project. 
And  our  own  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  say 
nothing  of  other  parts  of  the  country,  had  ample  ex- 
perience of  the  impolicy  of  such  means  of  relief  for 
temporary  commercial  distresses.  Whatever  trans- 


ferable paper  the  exigencies  of  the  government 
itself  require  it  to  issue,  may  well  be  thus  applied; 
but  no  more. 

If  any  thing  else  worth  considering  has  been  pro- 
posed, I am  not  aware  what  it  is.  Meanwhile,  I 
repeat,  what  substitute  for  a national  bank,  what 
remedy  for  existing  evils,  does  the  administration 
propose? 

Gentlemen,  so  far  as  I can  gather,  they  do  pro- 
pose no  substitute,  no  remedy.  All  they  propose 
to  do  is,  like  a cowardly  master  of  a sinking  ship, 
to  take  possession  of  the  long  boat  and  provisions, 
cut  off,  and  leave  the  ship’s  company  and  passen- 
gers to  their  fate.  They  talk  of  throwing  you,  the 
people,  overboard,  to  sink  or  swim  as  you  may,  in 
the  vexed  tide  of  the  times.  I say  they  talk  of  it: — 
for  the  leading  men  and  the  leading  presses  of  the 
administration  are  at  this  time  engaged  in  discuss- 
ing, pro  and  con,  this  profligate  scheme;  and  whe- 
ther they  will  have  the  rashness  to  attempt,  or  the 
strength  to  carry  through,  this  “untried  experi- 
ment,” remains  to  be  seen. 

Indeed,  my  instinctive  distrust  of  this  plan,  and 
conviction  of  its  iniquity,  have  been  greatly  con- 
firmed by  articles  published  in  those  very  orthodox 
democratic  prints,  the  Richmond  Inquirer  arid  the 
New  York  Times.  It  is  the  plan  of  a section  only 
of  the  friends  of  the  administration.  It  is  spoken 
of  in  the  journals  of  the  opposition  as  a treasury 
bank;  but  this  name  affords  an  incorrect,  or  at  least 
imperfect,  idea  of  its  nature.  As  fully  developed 
in  the  Globe,  the  scheme  is  to  establish  a system  of 
sub-treasuries  scattered  over  the  country,  by  and 
through  which  to  receive,  keep,  disburse,  and  trans- 
mit, the  moneys  of  the  government;  and  to  do  this 
without  the  use  of  banks  or  bank  paper,  and  by 
specie  only,  or  government  paper  in  lieu  of  specie. 

Gentlemen,  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted  by  con- 
gress, its  consequences  will,  in  my  apprehension, 
be  altogether  disastrous;  and  1 venture  to  trespass 
on  your  indulgence  a few  moments  longer,  while  I 
touch  upon  some  of  the  objections  to  the  plan  which 
occur  to  my  mind. 

It  would  be  a palpable  dereliction  of  the  duty  of 
the  federal  government.  It  supposes  the  banks  to 
be  abandoned  to  their  fate,  the  currency  abandoned, 
the  people  abandoned.  Can  the  twenty-eight  states 
and  territories  regulate  the  currency?  Impossible. 
You  might  as  well  think  to  give  up  the  customs  to 
the  states,  and  hope  to  see  them  agree  on  the  duties 
to  be  imposed  on  imported  merchandise.  It  is  just 
the  old  question  between  the  confederation  and  the 
union.  The  federal  government,  and  that  alone, 
has  power  to  regulate  commerce  and  the  currency, 
so  as  to  give  equality  and  uniformity  to  the  medium 
of  exchange  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  federal  government  to 
exert  is  powers  in  this  respect. 

This  gross  abandonment  of  the  duty  of  the  federal 
government  is  sought  to  be  glossed  over  by  a plausi- 
ble watchword  or  party  cry,' — the  separation,  as  it  is 
called,  of  bank  and  state.  I think  with  Mr.  James 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  that  this  idea  is  more  plausi- 
ble than  sound;  or  rather,  it  is  a mere  catchword  for 
the  ear,  totally  devoid  of  sense  or  sound  meaning. 
You  mean  to  separate  bank  and  state,  and  leave  the 
currency  to  shift  for  itself.  Very  well;  why  not 
separate  court  and  state,  and  leave  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  to  shift  for  itself?  Or  law  and  state, 
and  leave  the  law  to  make  itself?  Or  custom-house 
and  state,  and  leave  the  duties  to  be  regulated  with- 
out the  care  of  the  federal  government?  There 
would  be  as  much  sense  and  reason  in  one  as  in  the 
other. 

It  would  vastly  augment  the  power  of  the  execu- 
tive. To  use  an  expression,  which  I see  applied 
to  it  in  the  New  York  Times,  it  reeks  with  despotism. 
Who  shall  undertake  to  describe  the  added  power 
which  it  would  give  to  one  man!  The  multitude 
of  new  offices  and  officers,  the  new'  salaries,  the 
pensioned  partisans,  which  this  cockatrice’s  egg  of 
perdition  will  hatch,  if  it  be  not  promptly  crushed 
under  foot  by  you,  the  people,  whose  welfare  and 
liberty  it  menaces!  Should  this  plan  take  effect, 
the  executive  will  have  inconceivable  facilities  of 
corruption  and  abuse,  in  the  permanent  use,  for  that 
purpose,  of  all  the  resources  of  the  treasury.  It  may 
be  a separation  of  bank  and  state;  but  it  is  a perpe- 
tual union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands 
of  the  president. 

The  public  moneys  would  be  unsafe.  How  many 
cases  of  defalcation,  think  you,  there  have  been  in 
the  post  office  during  the  last  eight  years?  The 
number  of  defaulters  (sureties  included)  counts  in 
thousands.  If  these  men  had  been  intrusted  with 
millions  of  money,  instead  of  hundreds  each,  would 
they  have  rendered  a better  account  of  it?  Again: 
how  are  the  individuals  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
millions  of  public  revenue  to  give  security  for  its 
safe  keeping?  How  many  men  are  there  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  any  other  of  the  states,  able  to  give 
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security  to  the  amount  of  millions?  How  many  of 
such  men  would  be  willing  to  become  bound  as 
surety  for  such  vast  amounts?  Again:  the  govern- 
ment deposites  its  money  now  in  the  hands  of  com- 
panies or  persons  called  banks,  who,  together,  pos- 
sess capital  enough  to  respond  to  the  requisite 
amount  of  the  millions  deposited.  Will  individuals, 
if  there  be  any  having  such  la/rge  capitals  of  their 
own,  wish  to  become  deputy  postmasters  and  col- 
lectors? Again:  which  is  the  best  security,  three 
men  associated  as  a collector  and  his  sureties,  or 
three  hundred,  associated  as  a bank?  Finally,  where 
do  individuals,  who  have  large  sums  of  money  on 
hand,  go  for  a place  of  deposite?  To  individuals  or 
to  banks?  The  conduct,  which  every  man  of  sense 
pursues  in  his  own  affairs,  demonstrates  the  absur- 
dity of  this  new  experiment. 

It  is  impracticable, in  a country  like  ours,  to  have 
one  medium  for  the  government,  and  another  for  the 
people;  an  appreciated  currency  lor  the  use  of  the 
privileged  Older  of  office  holders,  and  a depreciated 
currency  lor  the  people  at  large.  The  undertak- 
ing would  produce  insurrection  in  monarchies:  it 
would  produce  a political  revolution  here. 

While  for  so  many  general  reasons  the  scheme 
would  be  unwise  and  unjust,  it  is  eminently  impoli- 
tic in  reference  to  the  existing  state  of  parties. 
The  new  house  of  representatives  will  be  all  but 
equally  divided,  between  opposition  and  adminis- 
tration members.  Add  to  which,  the  friends  of 
the  administration  in  the  senate  and  the  house  are 
divided  from  each  other.  Some  of  them  are  for 
clinging  desperately  to  the  old  humbug,  some  for 
getting  up  a new  one.  Others,  more  wise  or  more 
patriotic,  wish  to  stay  the  progress  of  destruction 
while  they  have  power,  and  before  the  demon  of 
radicalism,  which  by  their  incantations  has  been 
evoked  from  the  abyss,  shall  turn  and  rend  the  mas- 
ter magician  as  well  as  his  followers.  If  the  presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  were  here  before  me,  I 
would  exhort  him  to  beware  how  he  enters  upon 
this  new  project  of  mischief,  which,  while  it  af- 
flicts and  distresses  the  country,  must  eventuate  in 
the  downfall  of  his  party  and  his  friends. 

In  general  Jackson’s  unsparing  denunciation  of 
the  pet  banks,  composed  for  the  chief  part  of  his 
own  zealous  partisans  and  coadjutors  in  the  over- 
throw ol  the  United  States  bank,  there  seems  to  be 
a kind  of  visitation  of  Providence  upon  those,  who, 
some  by  their  active  agency,  others  by  their  willing 
co-operation,  have  contributed  to  bring  on  the  train 
of  disasters  of  which  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments is  the  consummation.  The  fact  is  remarka- 
ble in  itself;  but  I became  casually  acquainted, 
some  time  since,  with  a still  more  striking  series  of 
events  of  the  same  nature.  Let  me  pluck  a leaf 
from  the  unwritten  history  of  the  times. 

In  the  executive  journals  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  will  be  found,  under  the  proper  dates, 
the  following  items: 

On  the  18th  day  of  December,  1828,  there  came 
to  the  senate  a message  from  the  president,  under 
date  of  the  day  before,  containing  the  following 
words: 

“I  nominate  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  to 
be  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  John  Quincy  Adams.” 

This  nomination  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  which  reported: 

“That  it  is  not  expedient  to  act  upon  the  nomina- 
tion of  John  J.  Crittenden,  as  a justice  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress.” 

This  repoi't  was  debated  on  successive  days  in 
the  senate,  and  was  finally  adopted  on  the  12th  of 
February,  1829. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — Messrs. 
Barnard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson, Dudley,  Eaton,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  Mc- 
Kinley, McLane,  Prince,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Sanford, 
Smith  of  S.  C.,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  White,  Wood- 
bury— 23. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — Messrs. 
Bell,  Boulingny,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Chase,  Foot, 
Holmes,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Marks, 
Noble,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Siisbee,  Web- 
ster, Willey — 17. 

Gentlemen,  this  may  seem,  at  first  blush,  to  be  a 
very  dry  detail  of  names.  But  think  of  it  again; 

■ couple  the  names  with  the  fact,  and  reflect  on  what 
has  transpired  in  their  history  since,  and  you  will 
see  that  every  word  of  that  record  is  instinct  with 
a thousand  memories.  That  vote,  by  which  the 
nomination  ot  John  J.  Crittenden  was  virtually  re- 
jected, is  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  the  an- 
nals of  our  country.  Its  object  was  to  keep  va- 
cant the  office  of  judge,  and,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
all  other  offices,  for  partisans  of  the  coming  admin- 
istration. The  debate,  which  ended  in  that  vote, 
occurred  in  the  secret  chamberof  executive  session; 
but  it ‘was  then  and  there,  in  and  by  this  vote  of 


the  senate,  that  the  spoils  doctrine  was  introduced 
into  the  practices  of  the  government.  And  mark 
well  the  result.  Think  over  the  names  I have  read 
to  you.  Where  are  now  the  men  who  constituted 
that  majority  of  twenty -three?  Some  of  them  have 
utterly  vanished  from  public  affairs.  They  have 
sunk  into  such  absolute  forgetfulness,  that  you  can 
scarce  find  them  in  our  political  history.  They 
have  been  crushed,  destroyed,  annihilated,  by  the 
juggernaut  of  party,  which  they  themselves  rolled 
in  upon  the  prostrate  country.  Others,  more 
manly  in  spirit,  or  more  uncompromising  in  their 
hatred  of  misrule,  are  at  this  hour,  in  the  country, 
and  in  congress,  among  the  leaders  and  rallying 
points  of  the  opposition. 

Gentlemen,  this  factis  a deeply  impressive  lesson 
to  all  of  us.  It  is  full  of  admonition  to  every  pub- 
lic man,  to  beware  how  he  sacrifices  principle  to 
party.  It  may  serve  to  warn  those  confident  men 
in  the  senate  and  the  house  of  representatives,  who 
are  for  hurrying  us  into  the  “untried  expedient” — 
the  new  nostrum  of  political  quackery — of  the  desti- 
ny in  reserve  for  them. 

Fellow-citizens,  in  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say 
that,  while  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  predict  what 
congress  nAy  do  at  the  approaching  session,  yet  for 
myself  I go  there  determined  to  welcome  any  just 
and  reasonable  proposition,  from  whatever  quarter 
it  may  come.  If  the  administration  testifies  a sin- 
cere purpose  to  relieve  the  public  difficulties,  no 
man  will  applaud  more  loudly  than  myself;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  I will  yield  to  none,  in  steady  re- 
sistance to  all  empirical  experiments  on  the  health 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.  And,  happen  what 
may,  let  us  not  despair  of  the  republic.  She  is 
young  and  vigorous;  and  will  in  lime  rally  from  her 
present  depression,  to  give  to  us  a new  career  of 
prosperity  and  peace;  which  time  God  grant  may 
speedily  arrive. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

September  11.  The  chair  stated  the  order  of  the 
day  to  be  the  election  of  a secretary  of  the  senate; 
whereupon,  the  senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  secre- 
tary, and  at  the  first  ballot  Asbury  Dickens,  esq. 
received  39  votes  out  of  40,  and  was  declared  duly 
elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  chaplain,  when,  after  lour 
ballotings,  the  number  of  candidates  being  twenty- 
one,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer,  of  the  Methodist  church, 
Georgetown,  received  a majority  of  the  votes,  and 
was  declared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Wright,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  to  whicli  was  referred  that  part  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  1(he  United  States  relating 
to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  other 
matters,  reported  a bill  for  the  postponement  of  the 
4th  instalment  of  the  deposite  to  the  states  till  fur- 
ther provision  therefor  by  law. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  as  the  time  the  committee 
had  had  was  but  short,  he  should  now  merely  report 
the  above  bill,  which  he  would  move  to  be  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading,  with  a 
view  to  take  it  up  to-morrow,  when  he  expected 
the  committee  would  be  able  to  report  further. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be 
pressed  so  rapidly.  It  was  due  to  the  senate  to 
have  the  whole  subject  before  them,  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  that  this  bill  would  be  suffered  to  rest  until 
it  should  be  seen  what  other  measures  the  committee 
might  propose. 

Mr.  Webster  said  be  rose  to  express  a wish  that, 
whether  the  measures  proposed  were  to  be  consi- 
dered separately,  or  whether  they  were  to  be  consi- 
dered ’all  together,  they  might  be  considered  and 
decided  upon  with  all  the  promptness  and  despatch 
consistent  with  considerate  legislation.  It  was  not 
his  good  fortune  to  concur  with  the  committee,  nor 
did  he  think  the  measure  suited  (o  the  exigencies 
and  condition  of  the  country;  but,  whatever  mea- 
sure might  be  introduced  here  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  existing  exigency  of  the  government 
and  the  wide  distress  of  the  country,  should  receive 
no  hindrance,  obstruction,  or  delay  from  him. 

Mr.  W.  would  content  himself  with  a short  state- 
ment of  his  views,  when  the  measure  came  up;  and 
he  should  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  majority 
known  to  be  favorable  to  the  existing  administra- 
tion, both  in  the  senate  and  in  the  house;  but  he 
would  beseech  those  majorities  to  pronounce  their 
judgment  in  form  of  law.  They  have  the  power, 
and  they  have  the  responsibility  also.  I (said  Mr. 
W.)  shall  do  nothingto  obstruct  them  in  the  prompt 
exercise  of  their  power;  nor  will  I do  any  thing 
tending  to  diminish  their  responsibility.  He  was 
connected  with  the  manufacturing  and  with  the 
mercantile  interest,  and  thought  he  saw  oppression 
on  the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country,  which  re- 
quired relief.  He  saw  things  connected  with  the 


government  which  demanded  from  government  ail 
efficient  as  well  as  a prompt  relief.  He  thought  it 
not  necessary  that  all  these  measures  should  be  con- 
sidered together;  but  the  earlier  they  were  consi- 
dered the  better. 

Mr.  Calhoun  explained  that  he  did  not  desire  any 
delay;  on  the  contrary,  he  agreed  with  the  senator 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster,)  in  the  neces- 
sity of  an  early  and  full  decision  on  the  several 
points  recommended. 

The  bill  as  reported  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  then 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Linn  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved.,  That  the  joint  library  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
the  manuscripts  of  the  late  James  Madison,  depo- 
sited in  the  department  of  state,  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial  and  petition 
from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, praying  for  the  incorporation  of  a national 
bank;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Black  presented  a petition  from  the  citizens 
of  Carrollton,  Carroll  county,  Mississippi,  praying 
for  the  incorporarion  of  a national  bank;  which  was 
also  referred  to  the  same  committee,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  three  several  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  praying,  1st, 
against  the  charter  of  a national  bank;  2d,  in  favor 
of  dissociating  the  government  from  all  banks;  and, 
3d,  in  favor  of  collecting  the  public  dues  in  metal; 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Rvggles  presented  the  petition  of  J.  H.  Hall, 
praying  to  be  remunerated  for  labor  and  time  ex- 
pended in  making  improvements  on  fire-arms;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  three  private  petitions, 
and  moved  their  reference  to  the  committee  on  na- 
val affairs. 

Mr.  Calhoun  adverted  to  the  importance  of  de- 
spatching the  special  business  now  before  congress, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  all  ordinary  business 
would  be  postponed  till  that  purpose  should  be  ac- 
complished. 

Mr.  Hubbard  explained  the  nature  of  the  petitions 
which  he  had  presented,  and  remarked  that  they 
might  be  referred  without  interrupting  more  import- 
ant business,  and  might  be  acted  upon  either  at  this, 
or  the  ensuing  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  entirely  concurred  with 
the  senators  from  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina, 
in  regard  to  the  course  which  business  ought  to  take 
at  the  present  session  of  congress.  He  believed  it 
was  not  expected  by  the  country,  and  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  both  houses  of  congress  to  continue 
this  session  up  to  the  regular  time  for  the  next.  If 
petitions  should  be  sent  to  the  standing  committees, 
it  would  be  regarded  as  conclusive  evidence  of  a 
design  to  proceed  to  ordinary  business;  and  if  this 
should  be  done,  congress  would  be  here  till  June. 
Mr.  B.  would  not  object  to  considering  any  special 
and  important  matters  at  this  session;  but  he  was  in 
favor  of  postponing  the  ordinary  business  till  the 
usual  time;  and  in  order  to  try  what  course  the  sen- 
ate meant  to  pursue,  he  moved  to  lay  the  petitions 
on  the  table;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restor- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  (the 
northern  district  of  Alabama,  to  its  former  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
considering  special  matters  of  moment  at  this  ses- 
sion; and  the  subject  of  this  resolution  he  considered 
both  important  and  demanding  to  be  acted  upon  as 
early  as  possible.  It  was  necessary  to  the  proper 
administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  Clay  also  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lie  represented  as  important,  and  yet  more 
pressing;  and  he  therefore  asked  that  it  might  be 
now  considered: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  United  States  courts  of  the 
ninth  judicial  circuit. 

This  resolution  was  accordingly  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  the  senate  adjourned. 
September  12.  Mr.  Southard,  a senator  from  New 
Jersey,  appeared  to-day  and  took  his  seat. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his  pri- 
vate secretary. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States. 
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A similar  memorial  was  also  presented  by  Mr. 
Buchanan  Iron)  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  which  memorials  were  severally  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  offered  a resolution,  authorizing-  the 
appointment  of  three  senators  as  members  ol  a joint 
committee  of  congress  to  direct  the  expenditure  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  library  ot  congress; 
which  was  adopted  by  unanimous  consent,  and  the 
chair  was  authorized  to  make  the  appointment  on 
the  cart  of  the  senate. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay,  ot 
Alabama,  instituting  an  inquiry  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  restoring  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama  to  its 
former  jurisdiction,  coming  up  in  its  order, 

Mr.  Clay  brielly  explained  the  hearing,  and  urg- 
ed the  expediency  of  the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  Grundy  expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  thus  breaking  in  upon  the  general  judi- 
ciary system;  but  was  willing  that  the  resolution 
should  go  to  the  committee,  who  would  consider  the 
subject  according  to  its  merits. 

Mr.  Sevier  oif'ered  an  amendment  for  an  inquiry 
as  to  restoring  the  United  States  district  court  lor 
Arkansas  to  its  former  jurisdiction;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, so  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  deposites  with  the  States  came  up 
as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  committee  on  finance  had 
expected  to  report  further  on  the  subject  this  morn- 
ing, and  the  committee  had  omitted  no  effort  for 
that  purpose.  But  two  of  their  number  were  ab- 
sent from  their  meeting  this  morning,  one  of  them 
being  necessarily  detained  by  his  family  affairs,  and 
the  other  by  sickness.  The  eommittee,  however, 
confidently  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  farther  to-mor- 
row, and  fully  on  Thursday. 

After  a few  remarks  bv  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Wright, 
Preston,  and  Hubbard,  tile  bill  was  read  a second 
time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  the  senate  spent  some 
time  in  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

September  13.  Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial 
from  Dr.  Feutchwanger,  of  New  York,  proposing 
to  furnish  the  mint  with  new  dies  for  cent  pieces, 
accompanied  with  specimens.  The  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  further  presented  by  Messrs.  Tip- 
ton,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Hubbard,  Morris,  and  Norvell, 
(the  purport  of  which  could  not  be  heard,)  all  of 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright.,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  following  bill,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  which  was  read  a first  time  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

A bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  U.  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes,  for 
such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may  think  expedient,  but  not 
exceeding,  in  the  whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  the 
sum  of  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denomina- 

tions not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one 
note,  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued  in  the  man- 
ner hereafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes,  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeem- 
ed by  the  United  States,  at  the  treasury  thereof, 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of 
the  said  notes,  respectively;  from  which  said  dates, 
fortbe  term  ofone  year,  and  nolonger,  they  shall  bear 
such  interest  as  shall  be  expressed  upon  the  face  of 
the  said  notes;  which  rate  of  interest,  upon  each 
several  issue  of  the  said  notes,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  approbation  of  the  president;  but  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum.  The  reimbursement  herein  provided 
for  shall  be  made  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  the  holders  of  the  said  notes,  respectively, 
upon  presentment,  and’  shall  include  the  princi- 
pal ofeach  note,  and  the  interest  due  thereon  at  the 
time  of  payment.  For  this  reimbursement,  at  the 
time  and  times  herein  specified,  the  faith  of  the  U. 
Slates  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  shall  be  respec- 
tively signed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
treasurer  thereof,  and  countersigned  by  the  register 
of  the  treasury.  And  that  those  officers  respective- 
ly shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secure 
the  public  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate 


accounts  of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and 
amount  of  all  the  notes  signed  and  counrersigned 
by  them,  respectively;  which  said  accounts  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  and  placed  on  file  in  the  treasu- 
ry department;  and  also  similar  accounts,  kept  and 
preserved  in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said  notes 
redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  cancel- 
led; and  the  treasurer  shall  further  account,  quarter- 
ly, for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signature, 
or  issue,  by  the  register.  The  treasurer  and  regis- 
ter of  the  treasury  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  to  employ  such  additional  tempora- 
ry clerks  as  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  this 
section  may  render  necessary;  the  compensation 
ofeach  clerk  so  employed  to  be  fixed  by  the  secre- 
tary. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such  portion  of  the  said 
treasury  notes  as  the  president  may  think  expedient, 
in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  United  States  1o 
such  public  creditors  or  other  persons  as  may  choose 
to  receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at 
par.  And  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  further 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  not 
under  par,  such  sums  as  the  president  may  think 
expedient,  on  the  credit  of  such  notes. 

Sec.  5.  And.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable,  by  delivery  and 
assignment  endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to 
whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  face  thereof, 
have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  everywhere  received  in 
payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  of  all  public  lands  sold  by 
the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  of  any  character  whatsoever.  And,  on 
every  such  payment,  credit  shall  be  given  for  the 
amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  which,  on  the 
day  of  such  payment,  may  be  due  on  the  note  or 
notes  thus  given  in  payment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  arid  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  cause  to  be  reimbursed  and 
paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes 
which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the 
several  time  and  times  when  the  same,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  should  be  thus  reim- 
bursed and  paid.  And  the  said  secretary  is  further 
authorized  to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes,  at 
a price  not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the 
principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase 
on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, for  paying  the  principal  and  interest  of  said 
notes. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  a sum  of 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  engrav- 
ing, signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the  issu- 
ing of  the  treasury  notes  authorzied  by  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely'- 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  note,  in 
imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be  a treasury  note 
aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
falsely  altering,  any  treasury  note  issued  as  afore- 
said; or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to 
pass,  litter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeited  note,  purporting  to  be  a treasury 
note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
forged  or  counterfeited;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or 
publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
true,  any  falsely  altered  treasury  note,  issued  as 
aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered, 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  therefore  convicted  by 
due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  impri- 
soned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a period  not  less 
than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  he 
fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  and  issue,  from  time  to  time,  such  instruc- 
tions, rules  and  regulations  to  the  several  collec- 
tors, receivers  of  public  money,  depositories,  and 
all  others  who  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the  said 
treasury  notes  on  behalf' of,  and  as  agents  in  any 
capacity  for,  the  United  States,  as  to  the  safe  keep- 
ing, disposition,  return,  and  cancelling  of  the  said 


notes  so  paid  to  and  received  by  them  respectively, 
and  as  to  their  accounts  and  returns  to  the  depart- 
ment of  all  such  receipts  as  may  seem  to  him  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  interests  and  con- 
venience, and  secure  the  United  States  and  the 
holders  of  the  said  notes  against  frauds  and  losses. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is  made  the  duty  ot  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  cause  a statement  to  be  published, 
monthly,  of  the  amount  of  all  treasury  notes  is- 
sued or  redeemed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Mr.  Wright.,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following  bill,  which  was  read  a first 
time  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

A bill  authorizing  a further  postponement  of  payment 
upon  duty  bonds. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  secretar}'  ol'  the  treasury  be, 
and  be  hereby  is,  authorized  to  grant  such  further 
extension  of  credit  upon  all  bonds  for  duties  now 
outstanding,  as  shall  make  the  whole  extension  of 
credit  upon  each  bond  six  months  from  the  time 
when  the  original  bond  became  due  and  payable, 
making  the  extension  in  each  case  to  depend  upon 
the  same  conditions  as  to  additional  security,  the 
payment  of  interest,  and  other  terms,  which  have 
been  prescribed  by  the  treasury  department  to  the 
extension  of  revenue  bonds  since  May  last:  Provid- 
ed, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  constru- 
ed to  include  any  existing  bonds,  where  the  parties 
to  Ihe  same  have  not,  since  the  bonds  became  pay- 
able, given  additional  security,  or  made  part  pay- 
ment, and  are,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, considered  insolvent,  or  unsafe  securities  lor 
the  payment  of  their  bonds. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  addi- 
tional credit  of  six  months,  granted  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  upon  outstanding  duty  bonds,  shall 
be  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  "granted 
upon  all  bonds  for  duties  which  may  be  given  dur- 
ing the  period  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  first 
day  ol  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  the 
security  in  anv  bond  which  lias  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  postponed,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  the  prin- 
cipal or  sureties  in  the  same  shall  not  be  disabled 
from  being  in  the  mean  time,  till  the  period  of  post- 
ponement provided  for  by  this  act  expires,  received 
as  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds  for  duties, 
notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may  not  have 
been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extended  before 
or  on  the  day  it  fell  due:  Provided,  That  such  prin- 
cipal and  sureties  shall  be  found,  in  all  other  re- 
spects, safe  and  satisfactory  security  for  the  bonds 
to  which  they  may  be  proposed  as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ope- 
ration of  all  prior  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  suspended  in  the  par- 
ticulars in  which  they  may  conflict  with,  or  differ 
from,  its  provisions,  until  this  act  shall  cease  by  its 
own  limitation. 

Mr.  Wright  further  reported  from  the  same  com- 
miltee,  the  following  bill  for  adjusting  claims  upon 
the  deposite  banks. 

A bill  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  dc- 
posile  banks. 

Beit  enacted  by  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United.  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  public  moneys  now  remaining  in  ar.y  of  the 
former  deposite  banks,  in  a manner  as  gradual  and 
convenient  to  the  institutions  as  shall  be  consistent 
with  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  government,  and 
the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be  drawn;  and  that 
no  further  interest  than  that  required  bj'  the  depo- 
site act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which  those  de- 
posites were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank 
which  has  met,  or  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  department.  This  provision  shall  also 
extend  to  such  public  moneys  as  may  remain  in  any 
of  the  said  banks,  whether  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  disburs- 
ing or  other  public  officer  of  the  government. 

Sec.  2.  And.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, as  he  shall  make  them,  in  conformity  with 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  suits  shall  he  instituted, 
where  that  has  not  already  been  done,  to  recover 
the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States,  unless  the 
defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  execut- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  a 
bond,  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  to  pay  to  the  United  States  the 
whole  moneys  due  from  it,  in  three  instalments; 
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the  first  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  two  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  second  at  the  expi- 
ration of  five  months,  and  the  remaining  instalment 
at  the  expiration  oi  eight  months  from  the  same 
period;  and  interest  thereupon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
centum  perannurn,  from  the  time  of  default,  together 
with  any  damages  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 
United  States  from  protests  of  drafts  drawn  upon  it, 
or  from  any  other  consequence  of  its  failure  to  ful- 
fill its  obligations  to  the  public  treasury. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to 
postpone  the  4th  instalment  of  the  deposites  to  the 
states — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  hoped  that  this  bill  would 
not  now  be  acted  upon.  It  was  his  wish  that  no 
action  should  be  had  on  any  of  these  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  on  finance  until  a report 
had  been  made.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
chairman  ot  the  committee  (Mr.  Wright,)  would 
consent  to  a postponement  until  all  the  contemplat- 
ed measures  should  have  been  reported. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  had  no  strong  desire  upon 
the  subject  other  than  to  expedite,  as  far  as  was 
possible,  the  business  before  the  senate  and  con- 
gress. lie  was  not  aware  that  any  bills  yet  to  be 
reported  by  the  committee  would  affect  the  ques- 
tion on  the  present  bill;  he,  however,  felt  no  strong 
desire  to  press  this  bill  in  particular,  as  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  complete  the  business  before 
it  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill  was  then  post- 
poned until  to-morrow;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Sept.  II.  The  following  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to-day,  were  sworn,  and  took  their  seats. 

From  Tennessee — Richard  Cheatham. 

From,  Alabama — Dixon  H.  Lewis. 

From  Arkansas — Archibald  Yell. 

From  Michigan — Isaac  E.  Crary. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  gentlemen  as 
having  been  appointed  members  of  the  respective 
standing  committees,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
house,  viz: 

Of  ways  and  means.  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Mc- 
Kirn,  Owens,  Sergeant,  Hamer,  Jones,  of  Virginia, 
Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts,  Atherton,  and  Rhett. 

On  claims.  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  Gren- 
nell,  Chambers,  Darlington,  Graham,  Russell,  Camp- 
bell, of  Tennessee,  Clark,  and  Carter,  of  Maine. 

On  commerce.  Messrs.  Smith,  Phillips,  Johnson, 
of  Louisiana,  Cushman,  De  Graff,  Legare,  Toland, 
Curtis,  and  Mason,  of  Virginia. 

On  the  public  lands.  Messrs.  Boon,  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  Lincoln,  Casey,  Chapman,  Harri- 
son, Anderson,  Duncan,  and  Turney. 

On  the  post  office.  Messrs.  Connor,  Briggs,  Hall, 
Cleveland,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  Calhoon,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Palmer,  and  Worthington. 

Of  elections.  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Griffin,  Haw- 
kins, Kilgore,  Maury,  Towns, Bronson,  Pennyback- 
er,  and  Hastings. 

■j  On  the  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Bouldin, 
A.  H>  Shepherd,  Jenifer,  Dawson,  Cilley,  Prentiss, 
Beirne,  C.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Hunter, 
of  Ohio. 

On  the  judiciary.  Messrs.  Thomas,  Robertson, 
Toncey,  Martin,  Corwin,  Bynum,  Garland,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Hoffman,  and  Potter. 

On  revolutionary  claims.  Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Craig,  Underwood,  Taliaferro,  Elmore,  Foster, 
Parmenter,  Harper,  of  Ohio,  and  Birdsall. 

On  public  expenditures.  Messrs.  Haley,  Ogle, 
Alexander,  Titus,  Stratton,  Rumsey,  Fletcher,  of 
Vermont,  Crockett,  and  Patterson. 

On  private  land  claims.  Messrs.  May,  Garland, 
of  Louisiana,  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  Harlan, 
Bruyn,  Mallory,  Beatty,  Rariden,  and  Leadbetter. 

On  manufactures.  Messrs.  Adams,  Webster, 
Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut,  Holsey,  Slade,  Biddle, 
Tillinghast,  Vail,  and  Naylor. 

On  agriculture.  Messrs.  Deberiy,  Logan,  Phelps, 
Weeks,  Spencer,  Noyes,  Davies,  Randolph,  and 
Mitchell. 

On  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Bell,  Everett,  Haynes, 
Chaney,  Montgomery,  Parker,  Campbell,  of  South 
Carolina,  Murray,  of  Kentucky,  and  S.  W.  Morris, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

On  military  affairs.  Messrs.  McKay,  Coles, 
Glascock,  Thompson,  Gholson,  Miller,  Rives, 
Kemble,  and  McClellan,  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  militia.  Messrs.  Glascock,  Wagner,  Car- 
ter of  Tennessee,  Holt,  Hammond,  Pratt,  Hunter, 
Halstead,  and  Allen  of  Ohio. 

On  naval  affairs.  Messrs.  Ingham,  Milligan,  Reed, 
Wise,  Grantland,  Moore,  Richardson,  Paynter,  and 
Williams,  of  New  Hampshire. 

On  foreign  affairs.  Messrs.  Howard,  Hamer, 
Cushing,  Jackson,  Dromgoole,  Rencher,  Pope, 
Claiborne,  and  Fairfield. 


On  the  territories.  Messrs.  Patton,  Potts,  Pick- 
ens, Pierce,  Borden,  Graves,  Davee,  Jones,  of  New 
York,  and'Farrington. 

_ On  revolutionary  pensions.  Messrs.  Morgan, 
Klingensmith,  Bond,  Fry,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Sibley,  Ewing,  Gray,  and  Loomis,  of  Ohio. 

On  invalid  pensions.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Williams, 
of  Kentucky,  Allen  of  Vermont,  McClellan,  of 
New  York,  Petriken,  Stewart,  Herod,  Riley,  and 
Stanley. 

On  roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Mercer,  Evans, 
McKennan,  Snyder,  White,  of  Kentucky,  Filmore, 
of  New  York,  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Bicknell, 
White,  of  Indiana. 

On  revisal  and  unfinished  business.  Messrs.  Ma- 
son, of  Ohio,  Noble,  Southgate,  Henry,  and  Peck. 

On  accounts.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Virginia, 
Grant,  McClure,  Shepard,  of  North  Carolina’,  and 
Johnson  of  Maryland. 

On  expenditures  of  the  department  of  state.  Messrs. 
Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson',  of  New  York, 
Shepler,  Yorke,  and  Andrews. 

On  expenditures  of  the  department  of  the  treasury. 
Messrs.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Sheffer,  Aycrigg,  Gray, 
and  Holsey. 

On  expenditures  of  the  war  department.  Messrs. 
Clowney,  Vandeveer,  Holt,  Morris,  of  Ohio,  and 
Marvin. 

On  expenditures  of  the  navy  department.  Messrs. 
Brodhead,  Maxwell,  Goode,  Edwards,  and  Graham, 
of  Indiana. 

On  expenditures  of  the  post  office  department.  Messrs. 
Childs,  Dennis,  Hawes,  Gallup,  and  Plummer. 

On  expenditures  of  the  public  buildings.  Messrs. 
Sawyer,  Cranston,  Menifee,  Dunn,  and  Ridgway. 

The  chair  announced  that  petitions  would  not  be 
called  for  to-day  under  the  rule,  but  would  be  con- 
sidered to  be  in  order  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Thursday  last  by  Mr. 
Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  lying  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  having  been  again  read,  as  follows: 

‘‘Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
port to  this  house  whether  a letter,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  him  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, offering  payment  in  specie  to  mem- 
bers of  congress,  is  authentic;  if  so,  to  what  other 
claimants  o^n  the  treasury  a similar  offer  has  been 
made,  and  what  principle  of  discrimination,  if  any, 
has  been  adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the 
public  creditors.” 

Mr.  Biddle  said  that  the  letter  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  had  struck  him,  on  first  reading,  as  ex- 
ceptionable, and  further  reflection  had  tended  to 
confirm  that  impression.  He  had,  therefore, seized 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  calling  to  it  the  attention 
of  the  house. 

If  the  offer  it  conveyed  was  a matter  of  grace  on 
the  part  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  if  his 
mere  discretion  could  determine  how  the  limited 
specie  funds  of  the  government  should  be  disposed 
of,  it  followed,  of  course,  that  the  offer  might,  at  any 
time  be  withdrawn.  It  might  be  withdrawn  from 
the  whole  house,  or  merely  from  obnoxious  mem- 
bers. The  specie  could  be  diverted  at  pleasure 
from  us  and  given  to  other  claimants  on  the  treasu- 
ry whom  it  might  suit  the  interests  of  the  hour  to 
conciliate  or  to  reward.  The  secretary  might  take 
it  from  us,  and  give  it,  for  example,  to  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court,  who  are  now  paid  in  paper;  thus 
increasing  or  diminishing  their  compensation  by  his 
fiat.  He  might  have  given  it  to  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  whilst  the 
mandamus  case  was  pending.  He  may  yet  allow 
or  disallow  it  to  them.  Undeniably,  as  matters 
now  stand,  the  people  see,  with  astonishment,  that 
the  amount  of  pay  receivable  by  their  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor  depends  on  the  will  of  an 
executive  officer,  and  may  fluctuate  with  his  ca- 
price. Was  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
house  or  the  safety  of  the  country,  that  our  position 
in  this  matter  should  be  thus  precarious? 

But  he  was  disposed  to  look  at  the  subject  in 
another  point  of  view.  We  had  been  specially 
convened  to  consider  the  state  of  the  currency. 
The  president  desires  that  our  attention  shall  be 
confined  to  this  one  topic.  We  are  supposed  to  be 
here  fresh  from  the  people,  and  to  bear  with  us  an 
active  sympathy  for  the  vexation  and  inconvenience 
to  which  every  part  of  the  country  is  subjected  by 
irredeemable  promises  to  pay.  At  home,  or  on  our 
way  here,  we  had  seen  and  felt  the  evils  under 
which  the  people  labor.  We  had  shared  those 
evils.  We  found  ourselves  detained  upon  the 
highways,  at  every  step,  in  decyphering  and  inter- 
changing mysterious  looking  scrolls — a currency 
not  merely  uncontrolled  by  the  necessity  of  re- 
demption in  specie,  but  which  had  escaped  from 
the  restraint  of  even  decent  type,  paper,  and  engrav- 
ing. Why,  then,  was  each  member  met  here  by 
this  extraordinary  offer?  Was  -it  not  calculated  I 


— he  did  not  say  designed,  for  he  wished  to  infuse 
no  bitterness  into  the  discussion — was  it  not  calcu- 
lated to  efface  the  impressions  made  upon  us  whilst 
we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  people?  Did  it  not 
tend  to  disguise  from  us  the  suffering  of  the  coun- 
try at  large?  Did  it  not,  at  once,  erect  us  into  a 
favored  class  exempt  from  all  the  evils  which  are 
now  pressing  upon  our  constituents? 

Nay,  sir,  I go  farther.  I ask,  and  I ask  it  with 
that  due  respect  for  the  opinions  and  sensibilities  of 
others,  which  I shall  endeavor  to  preserve  and  to 
cultivate — I ask  whether  any  member  of  congress, 
who  closes  with  that  offer,  does  not  create  for  him- 
self a direct  pecuniary  inteiest  in  the  continuance  of 
a depreciated  currency- — an  interest  in  perpetuating 
the  evils  w'e  are  called  here  to  remedy?  The  specie 
received  can  be  disposed  of,  at  a high  premium,  lor 
paper  which  will  readily  discharge  all  engagements 
in  this  city,  or  pay  debts  at  home,  as  we  are  ex- 
empt from  postage.  This  premium  will  increase 
with  the  depreciation  of  paper.  But  even  now  the 
premium  received  will,  in  some  cases,  suffice  to 
meet  all  the  personal  expenses  of  the  member. 
The  entire  fifty-six  dollars  per  week,  therefore,  to- 
gether with  about  nine-tenths  of  what  is  called 
mileage,  may  be  laid  up  in  notes  of  the  banks  of  Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston  or  Pitts- 
burgh. The  circulation  then  of  specie  would  amount 
to  this:  the  people  buy  it  ofthe  brokers,  to  pay  post- 
ages and  duties;  it  is  then  given  to  us;  we  sell  it  to  the 
brokers,  from  whom  the  people  are  again  obliged 
to  buy,  at  an  advance;  and  thus  it  continues  to  run 
the  round.  The  people  are  the  purveyors  of  specie 
for  us.  They  have  the  handling  of  it  on  their  way 
from  the  broker’s  to  the  post  office  or  the  custom 
house.  This  state  of  things,  so  comfortable  to 
members  of  congress,  will  cease  the  moment  specie 
payments  are  resumed.  So  far  then  as  mercenary 
motives  go,  we  are  made,  by  this  discrimination  in 
our  favor,  to  feel  an  interest  in  catching  at  any  pre- 
text; falling  in  with  any  scheme,  however  wild,  that 
may  tend  to  postpone  the  resumption.  Well  may 
we  consent  to  let  things  take  their  own  course, 
to  regulate  themselves,  ar.d  to  await  the  result  of 
that  process  with  the  mosf  exemplary  patience. 
But  assuredly  we  stand  in  a singular  position  to- 
wards the  country  we  represent,  and  with  whose 
interests  we  profess  to  be  identified.  We  see  be- 
fore us  the  loss  of  a profitable  traffic  the  moment  we 
achieve  the  purpose  that  brings  us  here.  Such  is 
the  penalty  of  success  in  our  labors!  We  and  the 
specie  brokers  on  the  Avenue  will  be  thrown  out  of 
business  at  the  same  moment.  Would  any  man,  in 
private  life,  consent  to  place  in  such  a position  an 
agent,  however  pure  and  upright,  with  any  hope  of 
being  promptly  and  faithfully  served? 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say  that  he  believed  this  to  be 
a matter  of  deep  import.  It  was  not  connected 
with  party.  It  appealed  to  higher  interests  and  to 
higher  thoughts.  Nothing  (said  he)  can  be  more 
fatal  to  the  usefulness  and  influence  of  this  house 
than  a belief  that  we  are  actuated  by  a sordid,  grasp- 
ingspirit.  Public  indignation  is  especially  vigilant 
here,  because  that  indignation  is  the  only  check 
upon  abuse.  We  all  saw  how  strikingly  this  was 
illustrated  in  the  spontaneous  movement  on  the 
subject  of  the  compensation  law.  That  was  treat- 
ed in  this  house  as  a small  matter — too  small  for  the 
notice  of  the  people.  But  a different  lesson  was 
taught.  We  all  remember  the  storm  that  burst 
over  the  whole  country.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  refers  to  the  quick  sensibility  of  the 
people  on  that  occasion  as  triumphant  evidence  of 
their  capacity  for  self  government.  We  must  bear 
in  mind  that  our  respective  states  have  been  paid 
their  claims  upon  the  treasury  in  bank  paper,  ora 
bank  credit  twelve  per  cent,  worse  than  specie. 
They  could  not  get  one  dollar  in  hard  money.  The 
laborer  upon  the  public  works,  who  sweats  all  day 
over  his  mattock  for  one-sixteenth  part  of  our  per 
diem  allowance,  we  pay  in  paper.  I say  we  pay, 
because,  will  any  one  here  pretend  to  deny  that 
congress  is  responsible?  The  widows  and  the  or- 
phans of  those  who  fell  in  their  country’s  service, 
on  the  deck  or  the  battle-field,  we  pay  in  paper.  In 
the  city  and  county  which  I represent  there  are 
many  revolutionary  soldiers.  If  one  of  these  ven- 
erable men  has  occasion  to  take  a letter  out  of  cne 
of  your  post  offices,  from  a son  absent  in  the  public 
service,  be  must  sell  to  a broker,  at  a great  loss,  the 
money  with  which  we  pay  his  scanty  pittance.  So 
it  is  with  the  army  and  the  navy.  Only  the  other 
dav,  an  officer  from  Florida  found  himself  here 
with  money  so  worthless  that  he  could  not  sell  it, 
at  any  discount,  so  as  to  raise  specie  enough  to  fake 
up  the  letters  lyingfor  him  at  the  post  office.  How 
is  it  that  the  secretary  of  war  can  suffer  these  gal- 
lant men  to  be  thus  treated — soured  and  disgusted 
witlAhe  service — whilst  another  secretary,  having 
no  more  legitimate  control  over  the  subject,  parades, 

I as  if  in  mockery,  an  offer  of  specie,  through  the 
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newspapers,  to  those  who  pay  no  postage,  and 
whose  necessities  are  the  least  urgent?  On  what 
principle  can  it  be  of  honor,  or  honesty,  or  bare 
decency,  that  the  only  public  creditors  whom  the 
treasury  exempts  from  the  pressure  of  a common 
calamity  are  those  whose  exclusive  duty  it  is  to 
provide  the  common  remedy? 

Suppose  (said  Mr.  B.)  a joint  resolution  were 
offered  insisting,  openly  and  manfully,  that  the 
compensation  of  members  of  congress  be  paid  in  a 
medium  denied  to  our  respective  states,  and  to 
other  claimants  on  the  treasury.  How-  many  would 
be  found,  in  the  face  of  the  country,  to  record  their 
votes  for  it?  And  yet  the  course  we  are  invited  to 
pursue  involves  all  the  olfensiveness  of  such  a reso- 
lution w ithout  the  courage  of  assuming  the  respon- 
sibilit)'.  We  would  get  at  the  same  thing  by  the 
bounty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  We  add 
to  cupidity  the  crime  against  our  political  institu- 
tions, of  giving  to  the  executive  a hold  upon  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  this  house. 

Mr.  B.  repeated  the  expression  of  his  hope  that 
the  house  would  look  anxiously  to  its  standing 
with  the  country.  The  eyes  of  that  country  (said 
he)  are  on  us.  Our  situation  may  well  be  deemed 
a trying  one.  The  counsels  of  this  body,  on  critical 
occasions,  have  long  been  repelled  rather  than  in- 
vited. The  great  object  was  to  give  it  the  go-by. 
It  has  even  been  denounced  as  venal  and  treacher- 
ous on  questions  connected  with  the  currency. 
And  yet,  whilst  thus  forced  to  rely  on  the  courage 
and  skill  of  those  who  had  seized  the  helm,  w e are 
now  suddenly  called  up,  at  midnight,  to  receive  a 
hasty  surrender  of  all  responsibility  into  our  hands. 
And  this  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  and  with  break- 
ers around  us  in  every  direction!  Let  us  then,  sir, 
so  bear  ourselves  as  to  rally  the  full  confidence  of 
those  who  are  embarked  with  us  for  life  or  for 
death. 

Mr.  Robertson  now  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  Mr.  Biddle,  by  adding  thereto  the 
following,  as  proposed  by  him  when  the  subject 
was  up  on  Thursday,  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
mover  of  the  original  resolution  would  accept  of  it 
as  a modification: 

“Also,  that  he  report  so  far  as  now  ascertained, 
the  amount  of  specie  received  by  the  government 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last;  the  sources  from 
whence  derived,  and  the  amount  from  each;  the 
regulations  under  which  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  has  been  disbursed;  the  persons  to  whom 
paid,  and  the  sums  paid  to  each;  the  amount  now 
on  hand,  and  where  deposited;  also,  whether,  since 
the  data  above,  the  public  dues,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  have  been  received  in  protested  drafts,  or 
any  funds  other  than  those  prescribed  by  the  joint 
resolution  of  April  30,  1816.” 

Mr.  Biddle  said  that,  although  he  could  not  op- 
ose  the  amendment  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
ouse  on  Thursday  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  it  had  disturbed  the  simplicity  which 
he  desired  his  proposition  to  wear.  He  wanted  a 
plain  answer  to  a plain  question.  The  secretary 
ought  to  be  able  to  state,  in  a few  words,  his  prin- 
ciples of  discrimination  without  the  delay  which 
would  attend  the  preparation  of  tables,  ike.  On 
that  answer  Mr.  B.’s  own  course  with  ic-y-'l  to 
pay  would  turn.  He  would  not  accept  any  thing 
as  a boon  which  the  secretary  might  give  or  with- 
hold at  pleasure.  He  would  not  dare  to  carry  home 
to  his  generous  and  confiding,  but  high-spirited  and 
intelligent  constituents,  bags  of  specie  thus  acquir- 
ed. He  knew  what  those  constituents  had  suffered; 
he  knew  what  was  before  them  and  their  families 
during  the  next  dreadful,  dreadful  winter  How, 
then,  could  he  have  the  heart  to  enter  their  work- 
shops and  their  manufactories  to  tell  them  exulting- 
ly  that  congress  could  not  contrive  to  do  any  thing 
for  their  relief,  but  that  he  had,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  an  executive  officer,  managed  to  fill  his  own 
pockets,  and  that  he  was  soon  going  back  to  reaji 
another  golden  harvest. 

Mr.  Ilamer , of  Ohio,  observed  that  it  was  not 
usual  to  enter  into  debate  on  a mere  resolution  of 
inquiry;  but,  as  some  remarks  had  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Biddle ,) 
which  seemed  to  require  a slight  notice,  he  should 
trouble  the  house  with  a few  words  in  reply.  He 
should  take  leave  to  say  that,  if  the  house  adopted 
the  resolution,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  would 
very  promptly  reply  to  the  inquiries  it  proposed  to 
him,  by  saying  whether  the  circular  letter  publish- 
ed in  his  name  was  authentic,  and,  if  it  was,  what 
were  his  reasons  for  addressing  such  a letter  to  the 
members  of  congress.  But  it  did  seem  to  him  that 
it  would  have  been  no  more  than  fair  and  candid  in 
the  gentleman  if  he  had  waited  for  the  response  of 
the  secretary  before  he  had  undertaken  to  condemn 
him.  The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  H.,  seems  to  take 
it  for  granted  that  this  is  a gratuity,  a boon,  offered 
by  the  secretary  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  in- 


tended to  induce  the  members  of  congress  to  per- 
petuate the  existing  state  of  things  in  relation  to 
the  currency.  So  far  am  I from  concurring  with 
him,  that  1 have  a better  opinion  of  the  membeisof 
this  house  than  to  believe  lor  one  moment  that  the 
poor  paltry  per  centage  which  they  might  get 
through  a broker  for  the  specie  paid  to  them  would 
influence  the  course  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor. 
If  I could  suppose  that  my  constituents  believed  so 
of  me,  I would  resign  my  seat  before  the  sun  goes 
down.  I have  not,  however,  the  slightest  objection 
to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  McKay  said  he  would  \ote  for  the  resolution, 
but  the  gentleman  had  accompanied  it  with  some 
remarks,  which  Mr.  McK.  wished  explained  before 
they  went  to  the  country.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  this  otter  of  specie  payment  to  members  was  a 
mere  gratuity  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  and  in- 
tended to  influence  the  house  in  its  course  of  legis- 
lation. But  if  the  gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  look  into  the  law,  he  would  have  discovered  that 
the  secretary,  in  this  step,  was  simply  discharging 
his  official  duty.  [Mr.  McK.  here  quoted  the  law' 
of  1836.] 

This  was  the  law  now  binding  on  all  the  secre- 
taries, and  it  forbade  the  offer  of  any  thing  but 
specie,  or  its  equivalent.  Now,  members  of  con- 
gress were  but  one  class  of  the  public  creditors. 
Suppose  the  secretary  should  offer  them  their  pay 
in  bank  notes,  if  those  notes  were  convertible  at 
pleasure  into  specie,  it  W'ould  be  according  to  law, 
but  not  otherwise.  The  gentleman  had  told  the 
house  that  the  states  were  paid  the  debts  due  to 
them  in  paper  at  a large  discount.  The  gentleman 
was  mistaken.  No  state  was  under  obligation  to 
receive  its  dues  in  any  paper  that  was  not  at  par. 
And  as  to  all  the  other  classes  of  public  credi- 
tors, the  soldiers,  and  widows  and  orphans,  of  which 
the  gentleman  had  spoken  so  pathetically,  were 
they  obliged  to  accept  any  thing  else?  The  law 
applied  equally  to  them.  Mr.  McK.  said  he  under- 
stood that  in  New  York  the  very  merchants  who 
had  thrown  every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
government,  and  whose  bonds  had  been  extended, 
went  forward  with  their  debenture  certificates,  drew 
the  specie,  and  then  turned  round  and  reviled  the 
government  as  bankrupt.  At  New  Orleans,  it  was 
the  same:  and  there  the  merchants  had  re-exported 
their  goods  to  the  Havana,  or  some  other  neighbor- 
ing port,  with  a view  immediately  to  re-import  them 
and  get  the  benefit  of  the  credit  allowed  by  law. 

Those  who  had  been  here  some  time  could  not 
but  remember  that  one  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was,  that  it 
had  furnished  members  of  congress  with  drafts  on 
terms  different  from  those  required  of  other  credi- 
tors. The  bank  claimed  to  be  the  treasury.  He 
would  not  go  into  the  details,  but  they  might  be 
found  in  the  Itegister  of  Debates.  Members  could 
then  get  three  and  four  per  cent,  on  their  drafts. 
But  that  was  all  right — perfectly  right.  But  now, 
that  the  bank  was  not  the  treasury,  all  was  wrong. 
He  would  admit  that  Mr.  Woodbury  had  not  done 
a prudent  act  in  publishing  that  letter;  but  still  it 
was  no  more,  in  substance,  than  had  been  done  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  commended 
in  the  bank,  but  reprobated  in  him. 

Mr.  Biddle  rejoined.  He  thought  that  all  the 
censure  which  had  been  cast  by  any  one,  on  the 
present  occasion,  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
had  been  cast  upon  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  McKay.)  That  gentleman 
had  now  told  the  house  that  he  considered  the 
publication  of  the  circular  as  an  imprudent  step. 
No  doubt  the  gentleman  considered  it  expedient 
that  the  whole  thing  should  have  been  kept  quiet, 
and  that  the  members  should  have  been  simply 
apprised,  as  they  came,  that  they  might  touch 
the  specie  for  their  pay.  Mr.  B.  had  passed  no 
such  censure  upon  the  secretary.  He,  on  the  con- 
trary, had  said  that  the  publication  of  the  letter 
was  perfectly  right;  but  that  having  discerned  in  it 
what  he  thought  was  at  least  very  liable  to  per- 
version, he  had  offered  an  inquiry  to  know  if  the 
letter  were  genuine.  He  had  cast  no  censure.  He 
had  spoken  merely  of  the  bearings  and  tendency  of 
such  a measure.  As  to  the  law  of  1836,  that  was 
intended  to  apply  equally  to  all  creditors  of  the  go- 
vernment. Ifso,  and  this  offer  was  but  a compliance 
with  that  law,  why  was  not  a similar  offer  made  to 
all  the  other  creditors  of  the  government?  Would 
the  gentleman  pretend  that  it  had  been?  The  secre- 
tary himself  admitted  the  contrary,  and  in  his  report 
had  told  congress  that  he  was  utterly  unable  to  do 
any  such  thing.  Such  being  the  case,  Mr.  B.  want- 
ed to  know,  and  this  was  precisely  the  point  of  his 
inquiry,  how  the  secretary  came  to  exercise  the 
tremendous  power  of  disceiminating  between 
public  creditors?  On  that  question  the  gentleman 
had  carefully  abstained  from  saying  one  word. 
What  a mockery  was  it  to  say  that  the  creditor  was 


not  obliged  to  receive  any  note  in  payment  which 
was  net  equivalent  to  specie?  Suppose  such  a note 
offered  to  one  of  your  officers  in  l lorida,  and  he 
should  say  “I  will  not  take  that;”  what  was  the 
consequence?  He  must  take  his  chance  for  the 
means  of  support.  How  comfortable  to  be  turned 
off  with  such  an  alternative! 

The  gentleman  said  tne  law  allowed  all  the 
creditors  of  the  government  to  get  specie  for  their 
demands:  but  was  any  such  offer  made  to  the  states? 
No  such  thing.  They  could  not  get  a single  dol- 
lar. The  creditor  may  reluse  payment  in  paper! 
yes:  and  is  the  poor  laborer,  w hen  paper  or  nothing 
is  his  alternative,  to  say,  “I  refuse  to  receive  paper,” 
and  to  let  his  family  starve  while  he  stands  on  the 
law  of  1836?  What  was  this  but  adding  insult  to 
injury?  Was  it  not  a mockery  of  the  public  dis- 
tresses? And  was  it  not  the  duty  of  this  house  to 
ask  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  what  principle 
it  was  that  he  exercised  this  discretionary  power? 
He  had  put  the  inquiry  in  order  that  when  they  got 
the  reply,  they  might  act  in  such  a manner  as  the 
dignity  of  that  house  should  require. 

Mr.  McKay.  He  says,  that  no  such  offer  was  made 
to  the  states.  True;  and  for  a very  good  rea- 
son, that  no  debts  is  due  to  the  states.  It  is  only  a 
transfer  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  one  part  ol  the 
treasury  to  another:  from  the  strong  box  here  to  the 
strong  boxes  in  other  places.  But  here  is  a better 
answer.  Here  is  the  same  identical  offer  made  to 
the  states.  Here  is  the  copy  of  a circular  from  the 
secretary  which  I will  read  to  the  house.  [Mr. 
McK.  here  quoted  an  extract  declaring  that  no  one 
of  the  states  was  required  to  accept  her  quota  in  any 
money  which  was  not  at  par,  and  which  she  would 
not  be  willing  so  to  credit  in  account.] 

As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman,  that  I con- 
ceded the  publication  of  the  secretary’s  letter  was 
not  prudent,  I only  meant  it  so  far  as  his  own  repu- 
tation was  concerned:  as  it  offered  an  opportunity 
for  gentlemen  to  misinterpret  it  in  the  way  which 
has  now  been  done.  The  letter  says  nothing  more 
than  the  law  of  1836. 

Mr.  Biddle.  It  perhaps  w’ould  not  altogether  be- 
come me  to  engage  in  a struggle  with  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  for  the  last  word.  I 
only  ask  the  house  to  compare  this  circular  to 
the  states  with  the  circular  to  us.  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  letter  to  us  about  the  embarrassments 
of  the  country?  Not  a word.  The  states  indeed 
are  told  they  need  not  accept  paper,  save  at 
par:  but  ice  are  told  that  we  shall  touch  the  specie 
The  states,  if  they  refused  paper,  might  be  put  off 
indefinitely,  but  our  pay  was  to  be  in  hard  cash. 
This  is  the  result  of  the  comparison. 

Mr.  McKay  called  for  the  reading  of  the  whole 
circular  to  the  states;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution; which  lies  for  consideration  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tne  treasury  be  di- 
rected, with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  communi- 
cate to  this  house  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  year  remaining  unexpended: 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  engage- 
ments contracted  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  June  last, 
and  all  existing  engagements  contracted  since  that 
time.  Also,  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  the 
treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers or  agents  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  and  at  the 
present  time.  And  that  he  also  report  what  objects 
of  public  expenditure  can,  with  the  least  injury  to 
the  public  service,  be  either  wholly  dispensed  with 
during;  the  present  year,  or  have  any  material  re- 
duction. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrcleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  president’s 
message. 

The  house  being  in  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair),  Mr.  Cam- 
brcleng offered  resolutions  referring  the  message  to 
appropriate  committees. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to  without  debate. 

Mr.  Cambrcleng  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  the  resolutions  adopted.  Carried. 

The  house  concurred  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  the  resolutions  as  passed. 

Mr.  Cambrcleng  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  as  relates  to  the  finances  of 
the  country  be  referred  to  a select  committee,  and 
that  so  much  as  relates  to  a bankrupt  law  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr. Ewing,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  amendment,  as 
follows: 

Strike  out  the  reference  of  the  first  member  of. 
the  resolution  and  insert: 

“With  power  to  inquire  into  existing  laws  in 
connexion  with  orders  and  regulations  adopted  by  the 
treasury,  war,  and  post  office  departments,  which 


44 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER — SEPT.  16,  1837 — CONGRESS. 


now  tend  to  prolong  the  embarrassments  of  thepeo- 
ple,  and  extend  injurious  influences  throughout  the 
political  as  well  as  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  union;  and  to  provide 
such  judicious  restraints  upon  the  abuses  of  execu- 
tive power,  confined  by  legislation,  in  relation  to 
the  currency,  revenue,  and  patronage  hereafter,  as 
may  be  deemed  proper  to  alford  permanent  and  gen- 
eral relief,  said  committee  to  consist  of  one  member 
of  each  state,  appointed  by  a vote  of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Ewing  sustained  this  amendment  in  a few 
words,  when  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Cambreleng’s  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  on  leave,  introduced  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house,  under  the 
general  order  to  print,  be  directed  not  to  have  any 
map  accompanying  documents  printed  without  the 
special  direction  of  the  house. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  wished  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  house  as  to 
what  was  to  be  the  business  of  the  session  before 
it;  and  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution  which 
he  held  in  his  hand.  Leave  was  given,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  introduced: 

“ Resolved , That  the  action  of  the  several  stand- 
ing committees  of  this  house,  on  all  matters  not  em- 
braced by  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  the  two  houses  of  congress,  communicated 
on  the  second  day  of  the  current  session,  be  sus- 
pended until  the  commencement  of  the  annual  ses- 
sion of  congress  in  December  next,  and  that  the 
consideration  of  all  petitions  on  such  suspended 
matters  be  also  postponed  to  the  period  above  spe- 
cified.” 

Mr.  Smith  referred  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  \V  hit- 
tlesey,  of  Ohio,  during  last  week,  with  regard  to 
the  expediency  of  taking  up  and  considering  certain 
claims  during  the  present  session,  and  opposed  to 
that  position  the  opinion  that  the  session  should  be 
devoted  to  the  special  purpose  for  which  it  was 
called,  and  that  alone,  ft  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  any  other  business  than  that  marked  out  in  the 
message  of  the  president,  and  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  could  possibly  be  matured 
during  the  extra  session  of  Congress;  and  it  was  to 
be  remarked,  that  the  president  had  studiously  re- 
frained from  advising  congress  as  to  the  usual  mat- 
ters of  general  legislation;  of  course,  the  usual  data, 
estimates,  &c.  were  not  at  hand,  as  the  basis  of  such 
legislation;  and  if  the  house  determined  to  go  into  a 
variety  of  business,  it  would  become  necessary  to  call 
on  the  president  for  further  and  more  extended  in- 
formation; a course  which,  he  presumed,  no  mem- 
ber would  seriously  advocate.  As  to  private  claims, 
for  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  ever  mani- 
fested a most  laudable  regard,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  claimants  themselves  could  hardly  expect 
that,  called  for  such  purposes  as  this  session  has  been, 
private  matters  can  claim  much  of  its  time.  There 
was  certainly  not  time  to  consider  all  the  business 
of  that  character  which  would  come  before  the 
house,  and  none  should  have  precedence.  He 
thought  it  better  for  the  country,  situated  as  it  is  at 
present,  to  understand  that  congress,  especially  the 
popular  branch,  was  awaiting  the  action  of  the  two 
great  committees  [the  ways  and  means,  and  judi- 
ciary] upon  the  important  matters  committed  to 
them,  and  to  confine  their  consideration  to  the  sub- 
ject of  their  reports  exclusively.  The  responsi- 
bility of  delay  was  great,  and  rested  on  each  mem- 
ber alike.  The  anxiety  of  their  constituents  was 
as  great,  for  the  result  of  their  deliberations;  and  he 
thought  it  even  better  that  the  country  at  large 
should  know  that  nothing  at  all  could  be  done  at  the 
present  session  for  its  relief,  (if  such  indeed  is  the 
dilemma  in  which  congress  were  placed)  than  to 
protract  the  session,  by  keeping  public  expectation 
needlessly  on  the  stretch,  without  ultimately  grati- 
fying it. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  showed  that  there  was  a 
standing  rule  of  the  house  fixing  certain  business  as 
the  order  of  that  body,  and  he  conceived  that  Mr. 
Smith’s  resolution  not  only  does  not  consist  with, 
but  does  not  amend  that  rule,  or  do  away  its  effect. 
He  considered  it  no  objection  to  the  course  he  had 
indicated,  on  a former  occasion,  as  that  for  the 
house  to  pursue  during  the  present  session,  that  the 
president  had  not  recommended  it  in  his  message; 
for  it  was  not  customary  to  allude  to  the  class  of 
business  referred  to  in  that  document.  It  was  the 
business  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  such  legislation,  and  if,  in  their  judgment,  it 
were  necessary,  the  proper  estimates  would  doubt- 
less be  forthcoming  from  the  executive.  He  con- 
sidered that  such  should  be  the  course  of  the  house, 
ever  though  the  session  should  not  endure  six 
weeks;  for  there  were  many  claimants  who  were 
actually  at  the  mercy  of  those  from  whom,  upon 


their  credit  as  employees  of  the  government,  they 
obtained  their  subsistence,  in  consequence  of  the 
usual  late  period  at  which  the  appropriation  bills 
were  passed.  In  either  aspect,  as  to  the  interests 
of  the  claimants,  or  to  those  of  the  public,  he  deem- 
ed immediate  legislation  upon  these  subjects  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  t<5  post- 
pone the  resolution  until  Wednesday;  declaring  that 
he  did  not  think  the  house  was  at  that  moment  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bell  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  did  he  think  that  the  committees  of 
ways  and  means  and  judiciary  would  probably  re- 
port in  the  mean  time.  He  did  not— no  one  could 
— doubt  that  there  was  enough  of  importance  in  the 
message  and  report,  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees, to  occupy  all  the  time  of  the  session  if  it  could 
once  be  gotten  fairly  before  that  body.  The  desire 
to  make  the  proper  references  of  those  documents 
had  prevented  him  from  making  any  remarks  upon 
their  subject  matter  when  first  presented;  but  he 
could  not  now  avoid  inquiring  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  who  sat  behind  him,  (xMr.  Cam- 
breleng,)  or  any  other  member  in  the  secret,  as  to 
what  course  was  likely  to  be  pursued  in  reference 
to  the  important  topics  touched  upon  in  the  most 
extraordinary  message  which  had  bees  committed 
to  the  ways  and  means.  He  viewed  the  project  set 
forth  in  that  document  as  most  extraordinary,  and 
such  as  no  administration  and  no  majority  in  that 
house  could  possibly  undertake,  with  seriousness,  to 
bring  forward  and  support,  in  such  a shape,  and  at 
such  a time.  The  majority  dare  not  urge  it  serious- 
ly upon  the  country.  It  was  a project  obviously 
impracticable,  and  must  be  rejected  as  surely  as  it 
should  be  urged  upon  the  house  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means.  If  it  were  brought  forward  by 
that  committee,  he  conceived  that  the  session  would 
be  a very  short  one,  and  that  members  might  soon 
be  on  their  way  home  again.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  a modified  proposition  were  to  be  recom- 
mended for  the  relief  of  the  country  from  its  present 
state  of  deep  distress  and  embarrassment,  he  thought 
every  member  would  agree  that  it  was  far  better  to 
proceed  at  once,  and  exclusively,  to  its  considera- 
tion. Before  he  could  give  an  understanding  vote, 
then,  upon  the  motion  pending,  Mr.  Bell  declared 
that  he  must  be  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the 
committee  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  called  on  him  for  information  as  to 
what  course  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
would  pursue  in  relation  to  the  subjects  referred  to 
them.  Though  not  strictly  in  order,  he  would  say 
a word  in  reply.  Ye  t he  could  do  no  more  than  an- 
swer for  himself,  and  express  his  own  opinion  that 
the  action  of  that  committee  would  be  prompt  and 
immediate  upon  the  president’s  message,  and  that 
there  was  no  room  for  doubt,  in  his  mind,  that  that 
action  would  be  such  as  to  meet  with  the  support 
of  the  house.  He  hoped  that  the  house  would  de- 
termine to  confine  its  action  to  the  substantive  pro- 
positions laid  down  in  the  message  and  secretary’s 
report.  In  the  mean  time,  he  had  but  a word  to 
say  in  regard  to  some  other  topics  touched  upon  by 
gentlemen  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  He  said  he 
was  willing  to  meet  these  topics  in  the  committee, 
in  the  house,  or  before  the  country;  and  hoped  that 
gentlemen  in  opposition  would  be  equally  bold  and 
frank  with  the  president  of  the  United  States  in  de- 
claring their  opinions.  He  invited  them  to  come 
forward  with  their  views.  As  they  disliked  non- 
committalism  so  much,  it  was  for  them,  consistent- 
ly, to  offer  their  propositions  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  in  the  country.  They  were 
invited  to  take  up  “the  glove”  he  now  threw  them, 
and  show  their  ground  of  intended  action.  Perhaps 
they  were  not  now  ready  to  bring  forward  their  favo- 
rite project  of  a new  national  bank,  thinking,  doubt- 
less, that  such  a proposition  were’more  prudently 
postponed  until  after  the  fall  elections.  Yet  that 
was  to  be  the  final  issue  between  them  and  the  ad- 
ministration, he  doubted  not — the  issue  whether 
the  treasury  should  be  dissevered  from  all  connexion 
with  banking  institutions. 

In  fine,  Mr.  C.  remarked  that  it  was  now  for  the 
house  to  say  whether  or  not  the  session  should  en- 
dure longer  than  three  or  four  weeks 

Mr.  Bell  avowed  that  he,  certainly,  had  taken  his 
seat  in  this  extra  session  of  the  house  with  no  favo- 
rite project  of  the  kind  intimated  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  nor  any  other 
project.  Even  before  he  had  left  home  he  had  had 
occasion  to  say  to  his  constituents,  in  view  of  his 
duties  here,  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  any 
institution  which  congress  could  charter  to  relieve 
the  country  from  its  present  embarrassments.  If 
other  gentlemen  have  such  projects,  he  doubted  not 
that  they  would  bring  them  forward,  without  such 
neremntorr  challenge  as  had  been  addressed  to  them 


by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  !for  himself,  he  was  ready  to  aid  any  man 
or  men  in  any  practicable  measure  for  the  bringing 
this  relief,  whether  the  authors  of  such  measures 
were  his  own  political  friends  or  the  coadjutors  of 
the  administration,  and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  such 
measures  would  be  offered. 

Mr.  Wise  remarked,  that  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing this  subject  had  been  passed  by  in  com- 
mittee of  the  w'hole,  where  there  was  a chance  of 
freedom  of  debate,  and  had  been  started  in  the 
house,  where,  at  any  moment,  at  the  nod  of  the 
chairman  of  ways  and  means,  a stop  could  be  put 
to  it  by  the  previous  question.  But  still  he  would 
say  a word  upon  it,  as  he- had  the  floor.  He  de- 
manded what  kind  of  challenge  was  that  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
occupying  the  station  he  did?  What  should  have 
been,  he  asked,  the  language  of  that  gentleman  to 
the  opposition,  situated  as  parties  are  in  that  house? 
Gentlemen,  come  up  to  our  help;  this  is  our  plan, 
our  project;  we  deem  it  the  best  for  the  country  in 
its  present  predicament,  and  we  ask  your  aid  in  ef- 
fecting it.  But  instead  of  this,  what  have  we  had? 
A challenge!  “A  glove?’  thrown  down!  And  to 
whom?  A powerless  minority!  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.) 
you  have  the  power.  You  can,  if  you  will,  carry 
out  your  own  measure,  whatever  it  may  be.  You 
have  given  us  a plan  which  we  can  understand.  It 
is  before  us;  there  it  stands,  bone,  sin.ew,  and  mus- 
cle; and,  in  proper  time,  I,  for  one,  shall  attempt  to 
give  my  opinion  of  that  plan.  It  is  one  which  I 
have  told  my  constituents,  and  which  I firmly  be- 
lieve can  never  be  seriously  intended  by  its  project- 
tors  to  he  carried  out.  It  is  an  ad  captandum  pro- 
ject, and  perhaps  intended  as  a ruse,  to  entrap  the 
opposition  into  bringing  forward  some  such  mea- 
sure as  a national  bank.  If  so,  the  author  of  it  will 
find  himself  mistaken  in  his  calculations.  As  far 
as  he,  (Mr.  W.)  knew,  there  was  no  such  plan,  and 
no  other  plan  in  projection  by  the  opposition.  You, 
(continued  lie), you  are  wise,  and  doubless  “wisdom 
will  die  with  you.”  Then  give  us  your  plan!  Let 
us  see  your  project! 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  W.)  there  is  no  danger  that 
ultimately,  and  that  not  late,  reform  will  reach  the 
administration  of  this  government.  The  great  re- 
former, public  opinion,  that  paramount  relief  giver, 
is  already  abroad,  scourge  in  hand.  In  due  time 
this  Hercules  vvillcoine  up  to  tile  relief  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  remedy  of  its  abuses.  But  to  this 
session  of  congress  he  did  not  look  for  this  relief 
or  this  remedy;  for  it  had  now  become  clear  that 
this  congress  was  to  do — nothing!  And  this  re- 
minded him  of,  and  enforced  upon  his  convictions 
the  startling  fact,  already  often  animadverted  upon, 
that,  from  the  very  moment  the  president  of  the  TJ. 
States  possessed  himself  of  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  congress  had  degenerated  into  a mere 
ratifier  of  the  executive  will.  For  two  sessions  of 
that  branch  of  the  government,  this  had  been  noto- 
riously the  case,  through  all  the  executive  vacilla- 
tion with  regard  to  the  bank,  the  deposites,  the  pet 
bank  system,  &c.  and  now,  again,  is  it  called  on  to 
ratify  the  sic  volo  of  the  executive.  This  system,  it 
is  hoped  by  the  party  in  power,  is' still  to  goon, 
and  perhaps  such  would  be  the  case  for  (he  present. 
In  the  mean  time,  he,  like  his  friend  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bell),  should  await  the  day  and  hour 
when  the  president,  by  his  organ  here,  will  give  us 
his  plan,  his  system;  arid,  if  he  liked  it,  he  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  its  adoption — if  not,  he  should 
avail  himself  of  any  opportunity  that  might  offer  to 
give  his  reasons  why. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  remarked,  that  his  object  in 
introducing  the  resolution  under  debate  was  to  pre- 
vent the  course  of  business  which  it  would  doubt- 
less take  to-morrow,  but  for  some  preventive  action 
of  the  house.  Petitions  upon  the  abolition  question, 
and  upon  Texian  affairs,  and  other  matters,  would 
doubtless  be  brought  forward,  leading  to  exciting 
discussion,  and  implicating  the  house  in  such  de- 
bates as  would  prevent  the  house  from  bringing  its 
responsibility  to  the  country  to  beardirectly  upon  the 
single  great  and  important  point  which  was  the  sole 
object  of  the  session.  If,  however,  the  box  of  Pando- 
ra were  destined  to  be  thrown  open,  he  was  prepared 
to  meet  whatever  the  sense  of  the  house  should  indi- 
cate as  the  proper  course  of  business  to  be  pursued. 
But  lie  avowed  that  it  was  under  other  expectations 
he  had  come  there,  and  he  wished  ardently  to  present 
this  simple  question  to  the  house,  as  the  sole  object 
of  the  resolution  he  had  introduced— -whether  they 
would  put  a presentstop  to  all  others  than  the  great 
quarrel  which  was  now  agitating:  the  country?  The 
house  had  been  told  of  the  operation  of  “party”  in 
this  matter;  that  “the  party  in  power”  have  a pro- 
ject, and  the  opposite  none;  and  that  the  responsi- 
bility rested  upon  the  former,  being  in  majority 
there.  Whether  this  were  or  were  not  so,  he  hoped 
that  the  contest  would  by  no  means  be  postponed 
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or  embarrassed;  and  that  all,  of  every  party,  would 
at  once  and  promptly,  come  up  to  the  question. 
He  conceived  that  it  could  not  be  the  work  of  many 
days  for  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  act 
on  the  subjects  referred  to  them,  and  the  interim 
could  hardly  be  more  than  enough  to  permit  the 
arrangement  of  the  necessary  rules  and  orders  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  wa^ of  the  opinion  that 
some  attention  might  be  bestowed  to  a portion  ot 
the  private  claims  actually  before  congress,  while 
the  measures  to  be  proposed  by  the  committees 
were  maturing.  But  he  expressed  himself  willing 
to  proceed  at  "once  to  that  more  important  business 
whenever  the  committees  shall  report,  and  then  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  topics. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  declared  himself 
pleased  to  hear  such  frank  and  open  avowals  ol 
their  plans  of  proceeding  with  the  important  busi- 
ness of  the  session,  as  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
men from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambrelehg,)  and  Maine, 
(Mr.  Smith.)  For  himself,  he  had  come  to  his  seat, 
this  session,  ready  to  join  in  any  measure  ot  relief 
to  the  country,  from  what  quarter  soever  it  might 
proceed.  He  was  ready  to  act  on  such  measure  dis- 
passionately, according  to  its  merits,  and  the  amount 
of  relief  it  might  propose,  be  it  much  or  be  it  lit- 
tle. But  he  did  not  come  here  to  do  nothing.  Nor 
had  he  come  prepared  to  listen  to  a message  to  con- 
gress, advising  that  nothing  was  to  be  done.  He 
joined  with  other  gentlemen  in  the  hope  that  some 
specific  proposition  would  emanate  speedily  Irora 
those  to  whose  hands  it  had  been  committed  to 
make  such  proposition.  The  president,  in  his  pro- 
clamation convening  congress,  had  assigned  “great 
and  extraordinary  causes”  as  the  existing  motives, 
inducing  him  to  issue  that  proclamation.  That  pro- 
clamation had  been  obeyed,  and  the  proposition  of 
the  executive  had  been  awaited;  and  the  two  houses 
were  in  possession  of  it,  as  well  as  of  that  to  which 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
had  avowed  himself  favorable.  That  gentleman, 
in  taking  the  chair  of  that  committee,  had  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  proposing  the  ground  of  action 
for  the  house,  in  relation  to  these  important  matters. 
What  are  these  objects,  as  declared  in  the  message? 
Is  the  necessity  for  relief,  under  which  the  country 
manifestly  labors,  alluded  to  in  that  document?  In- 
cidentally, covertly,  perhaps,  it  is  alluded  to — but 
not  specifically,  or  in  reference  to  any  proposed  ac- 
tion of  congress  upon  the  subject.  We  are  scarce- 
ly told,  said  Mr.  Cushing,  of  those  exigencies  un- 
der which  the  whole  land  is  suffering.  We  are 
told,  it  is  true,  that  the  executive  is  embarrassed  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  necessary  transfer  and  payment  of  the  public 
dues.  But  the  people,  and  the  people's  troubles,  are 
not  once  alluded  to. 

Mr.  C.  could  not  but  allude  to  the  memorable 
declaration  of  the  late  executive  upon  leaving  the 
chair  of  state,  that  “he  had  left  the  country  peace- 
ful and  prosperous;”  and  that  this  declaration  was 
made  on  the  3d  day  of  March  last!  Now,  asked 
Mr.  C.,  what  is  the  situation  of  that  country,  when 
the  immediate  successor  of  that  executive  tells  us 
that  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  provide  for  the  relief  of 
government  from  impending  serious  embarrass- 
ments in  the  management  of  its  financial  concerns? 
It  had  happened  to  him  (Mr.  Cushing)  to  have  been 
one  of  those  deputed  to  carry  the  usual  parting 
communication  from  the  house  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  session,  upon 
the  occasion  referred  to,  and  he  could  not  but  sym- 
pathize with  the  obvious  feeling  of  self-gratulation 
with  which  the  executive  expressed  the  sentiment 
he  had  quoted.  The  next  day  we  were  told  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  in  the  parting  address  of 
one  president,  and  the  inaugural  of  the  other;  and  it 
did  then  seem  to  be  prosperous.  But  this  seeming 
proved  to  have  been  hollow  and  delusive.  It  had 
been  followed  by  an  explosion  in  the  commercial 
credits  of  the  country,  which  had  been,  and  still  is 
going  on,  carrying  ruin  in  its  train,  and  enveloping 
in  that  ruin  even  the  treasury  of  the  country.  And 
now  we  are  asked  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  to  come  forward  with  our 
plans  of  relief,  instead  of  offering  the  house  his  own. 

Mr.  Cam.breleng  here  interposed  a few  words  of 
explanation.  He  had  not  declared  that  he  had  no 
plan  lo  offer;  on  (he  contrary,  he  had  his  own  ideas 
on  the  subject,  and  professed  to  agree  with  the  pre- 
sident’s opinions  as  declared  in  the  message,  that 
the  general  affairs  of  the  country  were  those  with 
which  congress  had  alone  to  deal  at  its  present 
session. 

Mr.  Cushing  had  before  understood  the  gentle- 
man as  he  now  understood  him.  It  was  a mere 
temporary  relief  for  the  present  embarrassment  of 
the  treasury — for  three,  perhaps  for  six  months — 
that  was  shadowed  forth  as  the  probable  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee.  No  more  than  before, 


had  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman’s  observations 
contained  any  reference  to  the  general  relief  of  the 
country,  in  all  its  relations.  There  was,  to  be  sure, 
a suggestion  of  “a  papei  money  provision”  lor  car- 
rying on  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country,  tem- 
porarily, and  for  the  extension  of  payments  of  bonds 
at  the  custom-houses.  Mr.  Cushing  was  ready  to 
welcome  any  thing  savoring  in  the  least  of  relief, 
as  far  as  it  should  go;  but  he  asked  for  more  than 
had  been  suggested.  The  extension  of  bonds  would 
prove  a beneficial  measure  to  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  but  so  would  it  also  eventually 
prove  to  the  government — to  the  treasury.  All 
that  is  proposed  for  relieving  thi3  temporary  embar- 
rassment of  the  treasury,  the  treasury  could  itself 
have  done.  This  specific  object  would  not  have 
seemed  to  him  an  adequate  cause  for  convening 
congress.  It  was  the  permanent  advantages  and 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  legislation,  which  he 
had  anticipated  would  result  from  that  session.  If 
the  administration,  however,  should  virtually  say 
that  it  proposes  nothing — undertakes  nothing,  but 
the  building  up  of  sub-treasury  systems,  extend- 
ing custom-house  bonds,  and  withholding  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  distribution  from 
the  states,  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to  go  back  to  his 
constituents  at  once.  Our  people,  he  remarked, 
are  asking  us  for  bread,  and  we  proposed  to  offer 
them  a stone!  We  are  told  by  the  executive  that 
we  should  not,  as  we  are  apt  to  do,  “expect  too 
much  from  the  government!”  And  we  do  not  ex- 
pect much  from  an  administration  that  professes 
to  “tread  in  the  footsteps  of  Andrew  Jackson:” 
but  we  do  expect  that  they  who  have  brought  us 
hither  shall  lift  a hand  in  aid  of  encouragement  of 
others  to  do  something  for  the  general  relief  of  a 
distressed  country.  Mr.  Cushing  understood  the 
peculiarly  advantageous  attitude  in  which  the  pre- 
sident stood  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He  calls 
on  congress  to  do  certain  specific  things:  knowing 
full  well  that  congress,  as  at  present  constituted, 
cannot  comply,  and  that  they  are  not  prepared  to 
put  their  stamp  of  approval  on  the  disorganizing 
and  dangerous  recommendations  of  his  message. 
Knowing  this,  how  stand  matters?  Precisely,  said 
Mr.  C.,  in  1837-’8  as  they  stood  in  1833-’4.  Presi- 
dent Jackson  then  removed  the  deposites  and  plac- 
ed them  where  he  chose,  thus  leaving  the  public 
treasure  in  the  possession  of  the  executive,  in  the 
event  of  congress  doing  nothing  in  relation  to  it. 
And  suppose  that  nothing  is  now  done  in  regard 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  message;  then  who 
doubts  that  this  sub-treasury  system  will  be  the  sys- 
tem— the  policy  of  the  administration?  That  sys- 
tem exists  now,  de  facto,  and  will  continue  most 
p robably. 

A few  remarks  from  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Boon,  of  Indiana,  closed  this  discussion.  Their 
remarks  were  brief,  and  chiefly  of  a political  and 
local  character. 

Mr.  Duncan,  sustaining  the  resolution,  admitted 
that  there  was  some  slight  commercial  embarrass- 
ment in  the  cities  of  the  country,  but  denied  that 
there  was  any  general  pervading  distress.  He  at- 
tributed the  troubles  under  which  a portion  of  the 
people  were  laboring,  to  “eating  too  much,  drink- 
ing too  much,  and  wearing  too  costly  apparel,”  and 
that  all  they  had  to  do  to  relieve  themselves  was  to 
retrench  themselves  in  these  particulars,  and  “to 
go  to  the  plough  tail;”  for,  said  he,  to  that  they 
must  at  last  come,  such  was  the  agricultural  ten- 
dency of  the  country.  Mr.  Boon  was  for  calling 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  single  subject  treat- 
ed of  in  the  message. 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts,  from  various 
quarters  to  introduce  amendments,  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Smith  was  adopted  without  a division  of  the 
house.  11 

Tuesday,  Sept.  12.  The  following  are  among  the 
petitions  presented  to-day. 

By  Mr.  Slade:  a memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
gennes,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  praying  for  the 
incorporation  of  a national  bank.  By  Mr.  Bronson  : 
the  like  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Jef- 
ferson, New  York.  By  Mr.  Allen  of  Ohio:  the 
like  from  inhabitants  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  By  Mr. 
Graham,,  of  Indiana:  the  like  from  inhabitants  of 
Indiana.  By  Mr.  Casey:  the  like  from  Georgetown, 
Illinois.  By  Mr.  Petriken,  a memorial  of  the  anti- 
bank convention  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  con- 
vened at  Harrisburg,  the  4th  of  July  last;  praying  for 
the  adoption,  without  delay,  of  the  measures  recom- 
mended in  the  president’s  message  relative  to  a sep- 
aration of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  government 
from  all  banks,  and  the  restoration  of  a metallic  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  Cumbreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  “to  postpone  the  fourth 
instalment  of  deposite  with  the  states;”  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union 


Mr.  C.  intimated  that  the  committee  would  proba- 
bly be  prepared  to  report  two  more  bills  to-morrow. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Uurlund,  of 
Virginia,  went  into  the  election  of  a chaplain. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  nominated  the  rev. 
Mr.  Tuston.  Mr.  McKim  nominated  the  rev.  Mr. 
Reese.  Mr.  Holt  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  Fisk. 
Mr.  Bronson  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  McCallam. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  nominated  the  rev.  Mr. 
Comstock.  Mr.  Wagener  nominated  the  rev.  Mr. 
Ebaugh.  Mr.  Everett  nominated  the  rev.  Mr. 
Adams.  The  result  of  the  ballotings  was  as  follows: 
First  ballot.  Second  ballot. 


Whole  number  of  votes  205  2, *.3 

Necessary  to  a choice  103  102 

Mr.  Tuston,  94  135 

Reese  25  7 

Fisk  29  3 L 

McCallam  12  5 

Comstock  10  3 

Ebaugh  16  11 

Adams  10  7 

Blanks  9 4 


So  the  rev.  Mr.  Tuston  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  for  consideration  the  three 
following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  tnis  house,  so  far 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Mexico  concerning  the 
boundry  between  them,  and  particularly  concern- 
ing any  proposition  for  a cession  of  territory  be- 
longing to  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United 
States;  and  also  all  correspondence  relating  thereto 
between  the  department  of  state  arid  the  diplomatic 
representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  and 
of  the  said  department  with  those  of  the  Mexican 
republic  accredited  to  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  whether 
any  proposition  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
republic  of  Texas  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  annexation  of  the  said  republic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  and  if  such  proposition  has 
been  made,  what  answer  has  been  returned,  and  all 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  relating 
thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  so  far  as 
the  public  interest  will  permit,  the  correspondence 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  relating  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  since  the  message 
of  the  late  president  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  of  the  15th  of  June,  1836. 

The  resolutions  lie  one  day,  according  to  the 
rules,  before  being  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  presented  a memorial 
of  Littleton  Dennis  Teackle,  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, accompanied  by  a report  of  a select  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  said  state,  con- 
taining the  principles  and  details  of  a plan  designed 
to  remove  the  present  embarrassing  condition  of 
monetary'  affairs,  and  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
similar  evils  by  the  interposition  of  an  adequate  and 
ample  circulating  medium,  in  connexion  with  the 
custody,  transmission,  and  disbursement  of  the  rev- 
enue, and  praying  that  the  said  plan  may  be  con- 
sidered and  adopted  by  congress.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Herod  presented  memorials  of  inhabitants  of 
Mooresville  and  Plainfield,  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
praying  for  the  incorporation  of  a national  bank, 
obligated  to  perform  such  fiscal  duties  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  government,  and  whose  energies  and  re- 
sources shall  chiefly  be  directed  to  the  collection  of 
monies  and  furnishing  of  drafts  on  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  effect  an  equalization  of  ex- 
changes throughout  (he  country.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a memorial 
from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a national  bank; 
wffich  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Sept  13.  The  speaker  stated,  that 
having  considered  the  extent  of  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed by  the  house  on  Monday,  touching  (he  course  of 
its  business,  and  compared  it  with  the  Ifilli  rule  of 
order,  which  requires  the  calling  for  petitions,  he 
had  been  constrained  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  his  duty,  under  that  rule,  to  call  the  house, 
by  states,  for  petitions;  but  that,  if  any  should  be 
presented  which  had  no  immediate  relation  to  the 
special  subjects  recommended  in  the  president’s 
message  to  the  attention  of  congress,  at  its  present 
session,  the  house  could  enter  into  no  action  con- 
cerning them,  but  that  they  must,  as  of  course,  lie 
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on  the  table  until  the  period  of  the  regular  session 
on  the  first  Monday  ot  December  next. 

Under  this  decision,  the  states  were  thereupon 
called  on  for  petitions,  and  a very  few  were  pre- 
sented which  had  no  reference  to  the  currency; 
while  a number  were  offered  which  did  relate  to 
that  subject,  and  the  prayer  of  which  was  either  in 
favor  of,  or  adverse  to,  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank;  and  which  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means;  several  of  them  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng , from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes'. 

Beil  enacteil  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  V idled  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes, 
not  bearing  interest,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he 
may  think  expedient,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  the  sum  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be 
prepared,  signed,  and  issued  in  the  manner  herein- 
after provided. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the. said 
treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act  shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeem- 
ed by  the  United  States  at  the  treasury  thereof, 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  dates 
of  the  said  notes  respectively.  The  reimbursement 
herein  provided  for  shall  be  made  at  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  holders  of  the  said  notes 
respectively,  upon  presentment;  and  in  case  ol  pre- 
sentment and  non-payment  of  said  notes  after  they 
become  due,  the  holder  or  holders  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum  from  the  date  of  demand  of  payment;  and 
for  this  reimbursement,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
solemnly  pledged. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enated,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  shall  be  respec- 
tively signed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  by  the 
treasurer  thereof,  and  countersigned  by  the  register 
of  the  treasury;  and  that  those  officers  respectively 
shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secure  the 
public  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate  ac- 
counts of  the  number,  date,  denomination  and 
amount  of  all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned 
by  them  respectively,  which  said  accounts  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  and  placed  on  file  in  the  treasu- 
ry department;  and  also  similar  accounts,  kept  and 
preserved  in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said  notes 
redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  can- 
celled; and  the  treasurer  shall  further  account,  quar- 
terly, for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signa- 
ture or  issue  by  the  register.  The  treasurer  and 
register  of  the  treasury  are  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  employ  such  additional  tem- 
porary clerks  as  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
this  section  may  render  necessary,  the  compensa- 
tion of  each  clerk  30  employed  to  be  fixed  by  the 
secretary. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such  portion  of  the 
said  treasury  notes  as  the  president  may  think  ex- 
pedient, in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  United 
States  to  such  public  creditors,  or  other  persons,  as 
may  choose  to  receive  such  notes  in  payment  as 
aforesaid,  at  par. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  issued  payable  to  order  or 
bearer,  as  the  said  secretary,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  president,  shall  direct;  and  shall  be  transferra- 
ble  by  delivery,  if  made  payable  to  bearer,  and  by 
the  endorsement  of  the  original  payee  if  made  paya- 
ble to  order,  without  other  or  further  assignment  or 
evidence  of  a transfer  of  property. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  everywhere  received  in 
payment  of  all  dues  and  faxes  laid  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States;  of  all  public  lands  sold  by  the 
said  authority,  and  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United 
States  of  any  character  whatsoever.  And  on  every 
such  payment  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of 
the  principal  and  interest,  if  any  should  accrue  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act,  which,  on  the  day  of 
Such  payment,  may  be  due  on  the  note  or  notes 
thus  given  in  payment. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
-tary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed  to  cause  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes  which 
may  be 'issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  several 
time  and\ times  when  the  same,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  should  be  thus  reimbursed 


and  paid.  And  the  said  secretary  is  further  author- 
ized to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes  at  a price 
not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the  principal 
and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase  on  such 
notes;  and  so  much  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  as_  may  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  paying 
the  principal  and  interest  of  said  notes. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a sum  of 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  defraying 
the  expense  of  preparing,  engraving,  signing,  and 
all  other  expenses  incident  to  the  issuing  of  the 
treasury  notes  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  i any  per- 
son shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause,  or  procure  to  be,  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  note,  in  imi- 
tation of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a treasury  note  afore- 
said; or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be 
falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
altering,  any  treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid;  or 
shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass, 
utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited note,  purporting  to  be  a treasury  note  as 
aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or 
counterfeited;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  at- 
tempt to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  falsely 
altered  treasury  note,  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  falsely  altered,  every  such  person 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and, 
being  thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  la- 
bor for  a period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more 
than  ten  years,  and  be  fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  . If  any  person  shall  make  or  engrave,  or 
cause,  or  procure  to  be  made  or  engraved,  or  shall 
have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  metallic  plate, 
engraved  after  the  similitude  of  any  plate  from 
which  any  notes  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been 
printed,  with  intent  to  use  such  plate,  or  to  cause, 
or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  in  forging  or  counter- 
feiting any  of  the  notes  issued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall 
have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  bank  note  or 
notes,  engraved  and  printed  after  the  similitude  of 
any  notes  issued  as  aforesaid,  with  intent  to  use 
such  blanks,  or  cause,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used 
in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  issued 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  posses- 
sion any  paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  notes,  and 
similar  to  1 he  paper  upon  which  any  such  notes 
shall  have  been  issued,  with  intent  to  use  such  pa- 
per, or  cause,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  in  forg- 
ing or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  issued  as 
aforesaid,  every  such  person,  being  thereof  convict- 
ed, by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned,  and  kept  to  hard  labor,  for  a term  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  fined 
in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  and  issue,  from  time  to  time,  such  instruc- 
tions, rules,  and  regulations,  to  the  several  collec- 
tors, receivers  of  public  money,  depositories,  and 
all  others  who  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the  said 
treasury  notes  on  behalf  of,  and  as  agents  in  any 
capacity  for  the  United  States,  as  to  the  safe-keep- 
ing, disposition,  return,  and  cancelling  of  the  said 
notes  so  paid  to,  and  received  by  them  respectively, 
and  as  to  their  accounts  and  returns  to  the  depart- 
ment of  all  such  receipts  as  may  seem  to  him  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  interests  and  con- 
venience, and  to  secure  the  United  States  and  the 
holders  of  the  said  notes  against  frauds  and  losses. 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  made,  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  cause  a statement  to  be  published  month- 
ly of  the  amount  of  all  treasury  notes  issued  or  re- 
turned in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  ofthisact. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  special  committee  on  the 
standing  rules  of  the  house,  made  a report,  in  part, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  Adams, 
coming  up  in  course,  the  first  was  read,  when  Mr. 
Adams  observed  that  as  this  was  merely  a call  for 
information,  if  no  opposition  should  be  made  to  its 
adoption,  he  should  content  himself  with  simply 
asking  a vote  of  the  house  upon  it,  without  accom- 
panying it  with  any  remarks. 

Mr.  Howard,  (chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations),  said,  that  il  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  wished  for  this  correspondence  mere- 
ly that  it  might  be  printed,  and  thrown  before  the 
house  and  the  country,  he  should  make  no  opposi- 
tion to  the  call;  but  if  it  was  his  intention  to  move 


for  its  reference  to  a committee,  in  violation  of  the 
plan  which  had  been  chalked  out  by  the  house  for 
the  course  of  its  business  at  the  present  session,  he 
should  certainiy  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. In  the  mean  while,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  first  of  the 
resolutions.  He  would  suggest  whether  the  house, 
by  merely  passing  a silent  vote  adopting  the  reso- 
lution, might  not  find  itself  to  have  esfablished  a 
precedent  which  might  hereafter  prove  very  incon- 
venient. He  did  not  exactly  comprehend  what  the 
object  of  the  honorable  gentleman  could  be  in  going 
back  to  the  old  question  of  our  Mexican  boundary, 
now  that  an  intermediate  province  had  been  inter- 
posed between  us  and  Mexico.  No  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman had  good  reasons,  which  would  appear  in  due 
time. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  bring 
the  subject  of  our  relations  .with  Mexico  into  dis- 
cussion at  this  time;  but  merely  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation called  for  in  the  resolution,  and  have  it  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  house  and  of  the  nation.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  signified  that  in 
that  case  he  should  make  no  opposition,  to  save  the 
time  of  the  house  Mr.  A.  was  willing  the  question 
should  immediately  be  taken,  without  debate. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put,  and  the  reso- 
lution agreed  to. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Adams, 
was  now  read. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion; his  reason  was  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
information  from  a high  source,  and  on  which  he 
could  explicitly,  positively  rely,  that  the  corres- 
pondence referred  to  was  not  in  a condition  to  be 
made  public,  and  that  it  might  be  injurious  to  the 
public  interest  should  it  now  be  disclosed. 

Mr.  Haynes  suggested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolution  by  the  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualifying  clause,  “if  the  communication  of  the 
same  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  consistent  with  the 
public  interest.” 

Mr.  Adams.  The  reason  why  I did  not  append 
a clause  of  that  kind  to  the  resolution  is,  that  I 
considered  the  call  as  referring  to  a simple  matter 
of  fact.  He  did  not  conceive  that  any  question 
could  arise  whether  its  communication  would  be 
compatible  with  the  public  interest:  it  was  a simple 
inquiry  whether  any  proposition  had  been  made  by 
the  government  of  Texas  on  the  subject  of  the 
annexation  of  that  province  to  the  United  States. 
That  the  legislature  of  Texas  had  ordered  such  a 
communication  to  be  made,  was  a matter  of  public 
notoriety,  and  he  wished  merely  to  know  whether 
it  had  been  done.  This  was  one  reason  why  he 
had  not  added  such  a clause  as  was  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Another  reason  was, 
that  he  considered  the  proposition  itself,  of  the 
proposed  annexation,  as  utterly  unconstitutional. 
Neither  the  president  of  the  United  States,  nor 
this  house,  nor  congress,  had  any  right  to  receive 
or  to  consider  such  a proposition.  Tt  is  a new 
thing  (said  Mr.  A.)  in  the  history  of  our  nation — 
a new  thing  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is  a 
totally  different  thing  from  what  has  taken  place 
heretofore  in  cases  of  the  cession  of  territory  to  the 
Urijted  States.  On  the  first  occasion  of  such  ces- 
sion, viz:  in  the  case  of  Louisiana,  it  was  objected 
to  at  the  time  as  being  contrary  to  the  constitution. 
So  far,  indeed,  as  the  mere  cession  of  territory  was 
concerned,  it  was  my  opinion,  (and  you  will  find 
that  opinion  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  senate,) 
that  it  was  within  the  powers  of  congress  to  form 
such  a treaty;  but  in  that  treaty  there  was  also  pro- 
visions as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory, 
which  secured  to  them  privileges  and  advantages, 
such  as  I thought  the  constituf ion  did  not  authorize 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  confer. 

Nor  was  this  my  opinion  only:  it  was  also  the 
opinion  of  the  then  president  of  the  United  States, 
as  is  well  known  to  the  world  from  letters  of  his 
written  at  the  time:  it  was  also  the  opinion  of  his 
successor,  the  then  secretary  of  state,  as  avowed  by 
him  personally  to  me:  and  in  consequence  I did 
then  introduce  a resolution  that  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  should  be  secured  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana  by  that  power  which  alone 
could  confer  those  rights,  viz:  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  I did  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  to  effect  that  object,  in  the  senate: 
I was  overruled:  and  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
of  the  president  and  of  the  secretary  of  state,  con- 
gress did  carry  the  treaty  into  full  effect,  thereby 
exercising  functions  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
pertain  exclusively  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  the  case  is  changed.  If,  from  a 
response  to  (he  first  resolution,  it  should  appear 
that  a proposition  had  been  made  to  the  republic  ol 
Mexico  to  cede  a porlion  of  its  territory  to  the 
United  States,  and  if  it  had  been  accepted,  and  a 
treaty  entered  into  by  virtue  of  which  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  the  portion  thus  ceded  should  enjoy  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  this  Union,  and  should  be 
admitted  as  a state,  or  as  states,  then  that  treaty 
would  come  before  the  house,  and  the  precedents  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  might  be  advanced  to  answer 
objections  which  might  be  urged  on  constitutional 
grounds. 

But  here  the  case  is  totally  different.  This  is 
not  the  case  of  a foreign  government  ceding  terri- 
tory and  stipulating  for  the  enjoyment  of  certain 
privileges  by  its  citizens,  but  where  a whole  nation 
lias  proposed  to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  this  union.  This  is  totally  different  from  receiv- 
ing a cession  of  territory:  and  I here  declare  in  the 
face  of  God,  that  no  power  on  earth,  is  capable  of 
effecting  such  a thing,  but  the  people  of  Texas  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States 
on  the  other.  The  people  of  Texas  have  not  con- 
ferred on  their  legislature  the  power  to  make  such 
a proposition.  I have  read  their  constitution  at- 
tentively, and  it  contains  no  such  power:  and  there 
is  no  such  authority  in  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  congress.  It  is  a matter  of  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  alone  are  competent 
judges.  If  such  a proposition  had  been  made  to 
the  president,  the  only  answer  he  could  have  given 
must  be  that  he  had  no  power  to  receive  it:  and  if 
the  same  proposition  had  been  addressed  to  congress, 
its  only  answer  must  have  been,  we  have  no  pow- 
er under  the  constitution  to  receive  it. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  I did  not  add  the 
restrictive  clause  often  appended  to  calls  for  execu- 
tive information.  I do  not  admit  it  to  be  possible 
that  the  president  should  consider  it  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest  to  answer  the  call.  It  is  a 
subject  in  which  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States  have  a deep,  deep,  deep  interest;  it  is  a ques- 
tion so  deep  as  to  involve  that  of  union  itself:  for 
there  is  a large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  who  would  prefer  a dissolution  of  the  union 
to  the  act  of  annexation  of  Texas. 

As  to  the  reason  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  YVise),  that  there  is  such  a 
correspondence,  but  that  it  is  not  in  a condition  to 
be  laid  before  the  public,  so  far  from  being  a valid 
reason  against  this  call,  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  an 
additional  reason  why  it  should  be  made.  I de- 
mand, in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  name  of  this  house,  that  they 
know  what  that  correspondence  contains,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  palm  on  them  a whole  nation  to 
enjoy  their  rights,  and  to  take  rights  away  from 
them.  Still,  however,  if  the  house  prefer  that  the 
qualifying  clause  shall  ho  added  to  rne  resolution,  it 
will  use  its  pleasure.  I am  willing  to  take  the  re- 
solution, even  with  that  clause  appended;  for  I de- 
sire, above  all  things,  that  this  whole  people  should 
know  what  disposal  is  to  be  made  of  the  whole  af- 
fair. 

Mr.  Haynes  now  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  the  clause:  “if,  in  his  opinion,  the  com- 
munication thereof,  will  not  be  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest.” 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
vote  against  the  whole  resolution,  however  it  might 
be  amended.  He  referred  to  the  exciting  character 
of  the  subject,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  no 
good  could  arise  from  calling  for  the  correspond- 
ence referred  to,  in  its  present  inchoate  state.  He 
did  not  intend  to  enter  at  large  upon  the  topics  re- 
ferred toby  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  but 
would  say  a word  or  two  in  reply.  It  would  be  re- 
membered that  some  remarks  had  been  made  by 
him  last  session  on  the  honorable  course  of  that 
gentleman  when  secretary  of  state,  touching  our 
Mexican  boundary.  The  gentleman  had  then  been 
in  favor  of  a boundary  line  which  would  include  a 
large  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  present  province 
of  Texas;  it  was  not  then  included,  however;  and 
yet  now  the  house  was  told,  by  the  same  gentle- 
man, that  there  existed  no  power  in  the  government 
to  get  back  what  was  at. that  time  improperly  ceded. 
The  position  seemed  to  him  to  be  monstrous.  A 
government,  it  seemed,  might  cede  away  this  pro- 
vince, (though  it  had,  in  fact,  no  more  right  to  cede 
it  than  to  cede  the  state  of  Maine),  but  it  was  not 
competent  to  receive  back,  by  treaty,  that  which  il 
had  thus  given  away. 

The  gentleman  had  farther  said  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Texas  had  no  right  to  make  this  proposi- 
tion to  that  of  this  country.  The  gentleman  was  a 
distinguished  diplomatist,  and  Mr.  T.  felt  modest 
in  expressing  a difference  of  opinion  on  such  a 
question;  but  it  did  seem  to  him  to  be  going  very 
far  when  a government  proposed  to  negotiate  with 
us  on  a certain  subject,  that  we  should  look  into 
the  internal  structure  of  that  government  to  see 
whether  it  was  possessed  of  power  to  do  what  it 
proposed.  Such  a practice  would  lead  us  into  infi- 
nite difficulty.  We  must  be  under  the  necessity  of 
studying  the  structure  of  all  foreign  governments — 


a thing  we  were  not  in  circumstances  to  do.  The 
gentleman,  in  his  statement,  had  omitted  one  very 
important  fact,  viz:  that  every  man  in  Texas  had 
voted  to  authorize  the  government  of  that  country 
to  make  the  proposition  referred  to.  So  that,  if 
the  gentleman  did  insist  on  looking  behind  the  offi- 
cial communication  of  the  Texian  government  to 
find  its  authority  for  making  such  an  order,  he 
would  find  that  it  had  the  positive  instructions  of 
every  man  in  Texas.  Those  who  thought  with 
the  gentleman  on  the  Texian  question  were  in  the 
habit  of  representing  the  revolution  in  that  country 
as  a mere  rebellious  scrabble  for  plunder  and  pow- 
er, but  that  the  rightful  dominion  over  the  province 
was  still  in  Mexico,  whose  right  had  not  been  di- 
vested * * * 

[Here  the  chair  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr. 
Thompson  that  he  was  wandering  beyond  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house.] 

Mr.  T.  said  he  had  been  only  replying  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  However,  he  should 
go  no  farther  into  the  subject;  but  notified  his  in- 
tention hereafter  to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pickens  had  no  objection  that  this  whole 
question,  with  all  that  pertained  to  it,  should  go  be- 
fore the  American  people,  and  that  its  issues  should 
be  fully  considered.  His  colleague  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  existing  state  of  the  correspondence  called 
for  in  the  resolution.  As  a friend  to  the  cause  of 
Texas,  and  to  its  annexation  also,  he  was  willing 
the  whole  should  be  presented  to  the  public,  that, 
at  the  approaching  regular  session  in  December, 
they  might  be  prepared  to  go  fully  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  entire  subject.  He,  however,  must  be 
permitted  to  render  his  thanks  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  fur  the  position  he 
had  assumed,  and  for  that  candor  and  frankness 
with  which  he  had  taken  his  position  in  advance. 
He  wished  the  attention  of  the  house  and  of  the 
country  to  be  specially  directed  to  that  position; 
and  he  desired  it  to  be  recollected  from  W'hat  quar- 
ter the  doctrine  had  been  avowed.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
prefer  disunion — yes,  would  prefer  a dissolution  of 
the  union  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Adams.  I said  a very  large  proportion  of 
them  would. 

Very  good.  That  was  still  better.  He  presumed 
the  gentleman  had  spoken  this  from  his  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  that  portion  of 
the  country-  which  he  represented.  If  such,  said 
Air.  P.,  is  their  declaration  in  advance,  we  are 
ready  to  meet  them.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
this  language  comes  from  a quarter  which  lately 
sang  hallelujahs  to  the  union.  I rose  chiefly  to  call 
the  notice  of  the  house  to  the  remarkable  issue 
which  has  been  made,  and  to  the  quarter  whence  it 
comes.  Yes,  sir,  there  are  great  questions  involved 
in  this  matter.  It  is  a novel  spectacle  to  see  con- 
stitutional restriction  advocated  from  that  quarter; 
and  I rejoice  in  it.  It  is  the  first  time  I ever  wit- 
nessed any  thing  of  the  kind. 

There  are  some  questions,  it  seems,  which  the 
gentleman  considers  as  constitutional.  Now,  I hope 
he  will  not  raise  the  constitution  as  an  impenetra- 
ble shield  to  cover  his  own  doctrines,  and  then  im- 
mediately dash  it  down  again  the  moment  it  is 
claimed  as  a covering  for  doctrines  advocated  in 
other  sections  of  the  union.  It  is  new  doctrine,  and 
I rejoice  from  my  soul  to  hear  it  advanced  from  that 
quarter. 

I again  repeat,  that  from  what  I have  been  in- 
formed, (and  the  information  comes  from  the  very 
highest  quarter),  the  friends  of  Texas  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  an  answer  to  this  call.  The  correspond- 
ence referred  to  is  ready  to  be  presented,  and  I hope 
and  trust  the  country  will  be  fully  prepared  to  meet 
the  great  issue. 

Mr.  Petriken  now  moved  to  lay  both  the  resolu- 
tion and  amendment  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Air.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and,  being  taken,  they  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cil - 
ley,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee,  De- 
berry, Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Gallup,  James  Garland,  James  Graham, 
Grantland,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hopkins,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Legare,  James  Al.  Mason,  Alartin,  May,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Miller,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Alorris, 
Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pen- 
nybaeker,  Petriken,  Plummer,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robert- 
son, Sheffer,  Shepler,  Smith,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Thompson,  Titus,  Towns,  Turnev,  Van- 
derveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams — 73. 


NAYS — A'lessrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Biddle, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Bynum,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Timothy 
J.  Carter,  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Conner,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Foster,  Fry,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Halstead,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hamper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  William 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  AVilliam  C.  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smilh,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Ar- 
phaxad  Loomis,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maurey,  Maxwell,  Alc- 
ICay,  Robert  McClellan,  AIcClure,  McICim,  McLen- 
nan, Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Alat- 
thias  Alorris,  Calvary  Alorris,  Alurray,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Pot- 
ter, Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily, 
Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepherd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanley,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  'Poland, 
Toucey,  Underwood,  “Vail,  Webster,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Worthington,  Yell, 
Yorke — 149. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Howard  considered  the  amendment  as  of  lit- 
tle consequence;  indeed,  he  had  rather  that  the 
resolution  should  pass  without  than  with  it.  He 
should  not  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  the  de- 
bate; but  he  would  observe,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Air.  Wise) had  in  his  possession  any 
information  going  to  show  that  the  correspondence 
called  for  was  not  in  a condition  to  see  the  light,  ho 
possessed  more  knowledge  on  the  subject  than  Air. 
H.,  for  he  certainly  had  no  such  information;  and 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  whole 
subject  which  the  government  was  either  afraid  or 
ashamed  to  exhibit  before  the  house  and  the  nation. 

With  great  respect  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  must  take  leave  to  say,  that  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  quite  as  well  if  the 
gentleman  had  postponed  the  offering  of  such  a re- 
solution until  the  president  of  the  United  States 
had  enjoyed  a more  fitting  opportunity  of  making 
to  the  house  a communication  of  his  views  touch- 
ing our  foreign  relations.  Yet,  as  the  call  had  been 
made,  he  was  not  disposed  to  refuse  to  gralify  the 
gentleman’s  wishes.  He  hoped  the  house  would 
suffer  the  resolution  to  pass;  and  as  to  the  qualify- 
ing clause,  he  considered  it  as  quite  immaterial. 

Mr.  Grennell  was  glad  his  colleague  had  present- 
ed such  a call;  and  the  discussion  which  the  reso- 
lution had  elicited,  made  him  still  more  anxious  to 
look  into  the  matter.  The  house  and  the  nation 
ought  to  know  the  height  and  depth,  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  involvement  in  the  affairs  of  this  re- 
volted province  of  Mexico.  He  should  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolution,  and  against  the  restrictive 
clause.  He  could  not  possibly  see  how  it  could  be 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest  to  respond  to 
the  call.  Indeed,  he  had  been  astonished  at  the 
announcement  that  a correspondence  was  actually 
going  on,  tending  to  a monstrous  event,  which  he 
viewed  with  dread  and  horror.  * * * 

The  chair  here  interposed.  The  latitude  had 
been  allowed  unavoidably  to  the  two  first  speakers; 
the  chair  could  not  permit  it  to  extend  any  farther. 

Mr.  G.  cheerfully  submitted,  and  said  that  he 
should  vote  to  make  the  call  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional, for  our  position  was  novel  and  alarming:;  a 
proposition  like  that  which  had  been  adverted  to, 
threatened  to  involve  not  only  the  interests  of  the 
states,  but  of  the  nation  also;  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  and  perhaps  with  Europe;  for  it  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  European  governments 
would  view  with  indifference  transactions  of  this 
importance.  It  w'as  called  an  annexation;  and  such, 
indeed,  it  was;  but  it  was  an  act  which  cast  in  our 
lot  with  that  of  the  Texians,  and  merging  our  inter- 
ests with  theirs. 

The  chair  here  again  interposed,  and  Air.  Grennell 
concluded  by  insisting  that  it  should  not  be  left  at 
the  discretion  of  the  executive  to  respond  or  not, 
but  that  the  call  be  made  imperative. 

Mr.  Bynum  regretted  that  the  question  had  been 
introduced  at  this  tifrte,  and  could  not  conceive  what 
beneficial  result  could  possibly  ensue.  He  should, 
however,  vote  for  the  resolution  if  the  restrictive 
clause  were  retained;  otherwise  he  should  oppose 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  the 
very  last  man  in  that  house  who  should  have  brought 
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forward  a resolution  of  this  character.  It  was  a 
direct  trespass — a trespass  on  the  executive  power 
and  discretion.  The  executive  department  had  the 
sole  jurisdiction  over  the  formation  of  treaties,  to  be 
ratified,  it  was  true,  by  the  senate;  The  two  gentle- 
men had  pi  esumed  too  much:  they  had  presumed  on 
conclusions  without  evidence.  There  were  proprie- 
ties and  improprieties  in  a communication  of  this 
kind  to  the  house,  and  though  those  gentlemen  might 
take  the  ground  that  the  executive  had  no  control 
over  a subject  like  that  which  had  been  referred  to, 
there  were  others  in  that  house  who  could  not  jump 
so  rapidly  to  conclusions.  He  did  not  subscribe  to 
their  doctrines,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  they  had, 
at  this  moment,  one-twentieth  of  the  American 
people  with  them  in  sentiment.  It  was  very  proba- 
ble a communication  of  such  a correspondence  as 
was  called  for  might  thwart  important  measures,  and 
jeopard  valuable  public  interests.  The  gentlemen 
seemed  to  assume  that  the  country  had  already  de- 
cided against  the  question  of  annexation — but  they 
would  find  themselves  mistaken.  There  was  no 
cause  for  any  great  excitement  on  the  subject,  and 
he  hoped  that  when  the  subject  did  come  up,  they 
would  discuss  it  coolly  and  calmly,  as  became 
statesmen. 

Mr.  Wise  explained,  that  since  he  last  spoke  he 
had  obtained  further  information  which  induced 
him  to  withdraw  all  opposition  to  the  resolution. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  taken  sev- 
eral different  occasions  to  discuss  the  Texian  ques- 
tion in  advance,  and  ex  parte;  and  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  Texian  cause  had  the  advantage  of 
his  arguments  and  of  his  name.  Mr.  W.  was  ready 
to  meet  the  subject  now,  or  at  any  other  time.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  that  gentleman  that  it  was  a 
deep,  a very  deep  question;  one  which  vitally  af- 
fected the  interests  of  this  Union:  but  he  regretted 
to  hear  some  of  his  remarks.  He  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  nobody  to  the  man  who  was  prepar- 
ed to  weigh  the  question  of  union  or  disunion  of  the 
confederacy.  For  himself,  he  should  stand  by  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  reso- 
lution in  any  shape.  He  trusted  that  other  mem- 
bers would  come  to  the  same  determination.  It  was 
a subject  which  could  not  be  agitated  without  a de- 
gree of  feeling  that  would  cause  its  discussion,  if 
now  indulged  in,  to  supersede  the  more  important 
and  pressing  business  of  the  session,  even  to  the 
overruling  of  all  the  orders  bv  which  the  business 
ol  t!)is  House  was  regulated.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
gentlemen  that,  when  this  subject  shall  be  opened 
upon  that  flour,  its  agitation  could  not  oaoily  be 
checked.  How  many  had  already  sprung  simulta- 
neously to  their  feet,  at  the  bare  mention  of  it. 
And  he  could  not  but  express  his  astonishment  at 
the  vote  which  had  been  given  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  this  question  for  a time  aside.  All  subjects  dis- 
cussed, then,  come  at  once  to  be  matters  of  interest 
and  attention  to  the  country,  and  much  importance 
would  be  attached  to  every  movement  upon  this 
subject. 

He  well  knew  that  many  gentlemen  deemed  this 
a question  paramount,  in  importance,  to  all  others. 
He,  himself,  attached  great  consequence  to  it,  and 
held  himself  ready,  whenever  it  should  be  proper  to 
do  so,  to  express  His  views  upon  the  matter.  At 
present,  he  should  use  the  same  forbearance  in  this 
respect  which  he  had  recommended  to  others.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  further  attention  to  this  resolu- 
tion, at  tire  present  time,  for,  if  longer  discussed,  he 
anticipated  that  the  debate  would  attain  such  a 
point,  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  power  of  a majority 
of  the  house  to  repress  it,  in  time  to  allow  the  more 
pressing  business  of  the  session  its  due  share  of  at- 
tention. He  begged  that  one  little  month  might  be 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  great  projects  already  on 
foot,  and  which  are  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
interests,  welfare,  perhaps  to  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
try. The  bill  introduced  this  morning,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  does  that,  he  asked,  de- 
mand no  immediate  attention?  Enough  is  before 
the  house  demanding  attention,  as  involving  the 
most  important  interests  of  the  country,  and  he  was 
opposed  to  the  introduction  of  any  thing  which  was 
calculated  to  distract  or  divide  the  attention  of  the 
house.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  house  proceed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

■ Mr.  Mains  begged  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see to  permit  some  specific  action  upon  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  had  at  that  time. 

Tile  speaker  suggested  that  it  would  come  up  in 
course  on  to-morrow,  during  the  first  hour  of  the 
sitting. 

Mr.  Adams  would,  if  permitted,  prefer  that  it 
sliouid  be  at  once  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  had  intended  to  move 
the  orders  of  the  day,  which  he  should  have  done, 
but  that  he  was  unwilling  that  this  matter  should 
come  up  again  to-morrow,  as  on  that  day  he  was  in 


hopes  there  would  be  no  interruption  to  the  busi- 
ness already  assigned  for  that  time.  He  was,  there- 
fore, in  iavor  ot  the  settlement  of  the  subject  im- 
mediately before  the  house  to-day. 

Air.  Bell  remarked  that  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
been  singularly  out  of  order  in  introducing  a formal 
argument  against  a proposition  by  the  rules  of  order 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  Bell’s  motion  to  go  to  the  orders  of  the  day 
was  lost. 

Air.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  gave  his  heartv  concur- 
rence to  the  views  of  his  friend  from  North'Carolina, 
who  had  addressed  the  house  upon  the-  subject 
before  it,  [Air.  Bynum.]  He  was  surprised  that  a 
proposition  like  that  now  under  debate  should  have 
emanated  from  the  experienced  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adams,] — a proposition  totally  at 
variance,  as  lie  conceived,  with  the  constitution, 
which  vests  in  the  president  the  treaty-making  power 
—and  the  discretionary  power  to  treat  on  all  sub- 
jects of  the  kind.  Why  such  vestment  of  discretion, 
he  would  ask,  if  the  president  were  liable  to  be 
called  on  in  this  manner,  peremptorily,  to  disclose 
to  the  house  what  in  that  discretion,  he  may  deem 
improper  to  make  known?  Mr.  Holsey  gave  some 
parallel  cases  which  might  occur,  wherein  serious 
injury  to  the  public  interests  might  occur  by  the 
establishment  of  a precedent  like  that  proposed. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  usual  proviso  affixed  to  res- 
olutions of  inquiry;  and  suggested  that  that  discre- 
tion which  tlie  constitution  vested  in  the  president, 
and  which  provision  he  eulogized  as  eminently  use- 
ful in  its  plan  and  operation,  would  yet  have  the 
action  of  both  branches  of  congress  upon  it,  so  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  any  irresponsible  or  rash 
proceeding  in  the  matter.  He  reiterated  his  aston- 
ishment that  the  gentleman  from  Alassachusetts, 
having  performed  successively  ail  the  executive 
offices  of  the  government,  and  knowing,  as  he  must, 
intimately,  the  true  relations  of  the  different  branches 
of  that  government  to  each  other,  should  introduce 
a proposition  to  make  an  order  upon  the  president 
ot  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  such  a subject, 
in  terms  so  peremptory.  Secrecy  arid  despatch,  in 
making  treaties  with  foreign  governments,  the 
great  objects  in  such  diplomacy,  were  contravened 
by  such  a resolution.  He  sliouid  vote  for  his  col- 
league’s [Mr.  Haynes’]  amendment,  which  he 
hoped  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Cashing,  of  Massachusetts,  had  not  risen  to 
debate  the  question  before  the  house:  for  be  agreed 
that  it  would  be  as  injudicious  as  it  was  certainly 
out  of  order  to  do  so,  at  that  time.  He  would  with- 
linhl  hb  yieu-8'Upon  th.-  subject  till  the  proper  peri- 
od for  expressing  them.  But  lie  Had  risen  to  pro- 
pound a question  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Air.  Wise.)  There  exists,  it  had  been  said,  cer- 
tain secret  correspondence  on  the  subject-matter  of 
this  resolution — confidential  correspondence.  Sev- 
eral gentlemen,  among  whom  were  two  from  Geor- 
gia, (Messrs.  Haynes  and  Holsev,)  had  based  their 
assent  or  dissent  entirely  on  this  hypothetical  char- 
acter of  tlie  correspondence  between  the  executives 
of  Texas  and  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Haynes  rose  to. explain.  His  reason  for  sup- 
porting tile  proposed  amendment  war  that  he  view- 
ed the  peremptory  style  of  tlie  resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Adams  as  extraordinary,  and  different  from 
any  call  for  information  ever  heretofore  made  by 
the  house  of  representatives  upon  the  executive. 
He  had  never,  he  said,  been  before  apprised  that 
any  such  correspondence  existed.  It  was  not  His 
object  to  shield  the  executive  from  responsibility. 

Mr.  Cashing  resumed  the  floor.  He  only  knew 
the  correspondence  in  question  had  been  referred 
to  as  a secret  or  confidential  correspondence:  and 
the  question  he  had  intimated  it  as  his  intention  to 
ask  of  Mr.  Wise  was  one  which  he  admitted  he  had 
no  right  to  insist  upon,  and  which  that  gentleman 
was  of  course  perfectly  free  to  answer  or  not.  He 
demanded  only  of  his  courtesy.  And  he  respect- 
fully inquired,  through  what  channel  there  can 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  a member  of  the 
house,  what  was  tlie  substance  of  a correspondence 
thus  characterized? 

Mr.  Wise  remarked,  in  reply,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  C.)  was  certainly  tolerat- 
ed bv  courtesy  in  making  the  question  he  had  done, 
and  doubted  not  he  would  in  like  manner  respect 
the  right  he  acknowledged  himself  to  possess  to 
refuse  to  answer  that  question.  If  ( said  Mr.  Wise) 

I can  discover  from  the  secretary  of  state,  or  any 
of  his  friends,  or  any  of  file  friends  of  Texas,  in 
confidence,  any  secret  matter  in  relation  to  the  po- 
litical relations  existing  between  tlie  countries,  I 
certainly  have  a right  to  do  so,  and,  having  done  it, 
am  bound  to  treat  the  information  with  respect. 
Injustice,  however,  to  those  individuals,  he  would 
say,  in  passing,  that  none  have  been  guilty  of  the 
slightest  impropriety  or  breach  of  duty  in  relation 
to  tlie  matter. 


Mr.  Biddle,  ot  Pa.  had  en  ieavored,  he  said,  at 
various  stages  of  the  discussion,  to  obtain  the  floor, 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  house.  By  a de- 
cision of  the  chair,  restricting  the  debate  to  the 
simple  question  of  inquiry,  he  had  been  prevented 
from  doing  tiiis  until  after  tlie  general  range,  per- 
mitted in  the  opening  of  it,  had  been  restricted. 
To  that  decision  lie  acquiesced  with  the  same  wil- 
lingness as  that  manifested  by  the  gentleman  from  ; 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise),  and,  like  him,  was  ready  at  j 
the  proper  time  to  give  his  views  of  the  subject- 
matter  in  debate.  As  there  had  been  some  confu-  j 
sion  thrown  around  the  subject,  in  ail  its  progress,  : 
as  to  (he  disposition  of  the  question,  &c.  be  felt 
constrained  to  express  very  distinctly  the  general 
opinion  he  entertained  on  the  subject  of  tlie  anuexa-  , 
tion  of  Texas  to  the  union,  anil  that  opinion  was 
the  warmest  aversion  to  the  proposition. 

The  speaker  remarked  that  this  was  somewhat 
touching  on  the  rules  of  the  house,  and  suggested 
that  remarks  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  proposed 
resolution  were  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Cal/ioon,  of  Ky,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  meet 
every  such  question  boldly,  as  soon  as  it  presented 
itself;  and  expressed  an  opinion  decidedly  the  re- 
verse of  that  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,, (Mr.  Biddle). 

The  speaker  interposed  the  same  suggestion  as 
before. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Ga,  begged  tlie  mover  of  the  re- 
solution to  accept  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
was  going  into  the  merits  of  the  subject  involved 
in  (lie  proposition,  when 

The  speaker  again  checked  the  debate  as  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Haynes's  amendment  prevailed,  and  then 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Adams,  thus  amended  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Adams's  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  in  re-  • 
lation  to  the  northeastern  bouudary,  was  then  taken 
up.  It  is  in  these  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  so  far 
as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the  correspon-  ; 
dence  between  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  j 
and  that  of  Great  Britain  relating  to  the  noitheast- 
erri  boundary  of  the  United  States,  since  the  mes- 
sage of  the  iate  president  to  the  senate  of  the  Uni-  - 
ted  States  on  the  15th  of  June,  1836. 

Air.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
same  by  adding  to  it  tlie  following:  “And  ail  (he  cor-  ; 
respondenee  which  has  taken  place  since  that  pe- 
riod between  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Maine,  on  the  J 
suuject  of  dioir<..,i  ao-cressions  upon  the  rights  of  I 
Maine  by  the  Britisli  authorities.  - 

Air.  Adams  accepted  this  amendment  as  a modi- 
fication of  his  resolution.  And,  thus  amended,  the  .j 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Adams  had  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  do  procure 
and  cause  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  ] 
of  this  house,  copies  of  all  the  acts  of  the  general 
state  legislatures  of  this  union,  enacted  since  tlie 
l()th  day  of  May  last,  authorizing  or  relating  to  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  or  any  J 
of  them,  chartered  by  the  said  state  legislatures,  j 
respectively.  The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house,  adopt- 
ed on  the  9th  of  September  instant,  for  tlie  govern- 
ment of  the  standing  committees  of  this  house,  be 
rescinded,  so  far  as  tile  same  relates  to  the  commit- 
tee of  elections. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  following  resolution;  which  lies  one  day 
on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
inform  this  house  at  what  time  the  bank  of  the  state 
of  Missouri  was  made  a deposite  bank,  and  what  ; 
amount  of  its  own  notes  said  bank  had  in  circula-  j 
tion,  and  what  amount  of  specie  it  had  in  its  vaults 
when  it  was  selected;  also,  what  amount  of  money  is  I 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  i 
in  Illinois,  and  where  the  same  is  now  ordered  to  be 
deposited. 

Air.  Loomis  offered  the  following;  which  lies  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare and  report  to  this  house  as  soon  as  may  be,  a 
statement  showing  what  methods  have  been  adopt-  1 
ed  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  funds  since 
the  organization  of  the  government,  under  the  con-  i 
stitution,  the  length  of  time  that  each  method  has  i 
been  in  use,  designating  the  several  changes,  and  ! 
when  made,  and  what  losses  under  such  method 
have  been  sustained  by  the  treasury  in  consequence  ; 
of  defalcation  of  agents  or  officers  so  entrusted  with 
the  funds  for  safe-keeping. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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Business  of  congress.  There  is  evidently  a 
good  deal  of  impatience  and  irritability  in  th 
minds  of  both  parties  in  congress,  and  a general 
desire  to  make  the  session  as  short  as  possible: 
the  result,  perhaps,  of  a conviction  that  suspense 
must  aggravate  the  evils  under  which  the  people 
labor,  and  that  there  is  no  prospect,  unless  by 
prolonged  session,  of  the  adoption  of  a permanent 
system  for  the  collection,  custody  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  money.  Under  this  belief,  the 
senate  has  promptly  acted  on  bills  for  the  tempora- 
ry relief  of  the  government,  viz:  a bill  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  sur- 
plus, a bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
a bill  extending  the  time  lor  the  payment  of  mer- 
chants’ bonds,  a bill  lor  adjusting  the  remainin 
claims  on  the  deposite  banks,  and  a bill  to  authorize 
merchandise  to  be  deposited  in  public  stores,  &c 
The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public  offi- 
cers as  depositories  for  receiving  the  public  money, 
[part  of  the  sub-treasury  system],  is  still  before  the 
senate,  and  will  not  receive  the  final  action  of  that 
body  until  it  is  fully  debated.  The  house  has  only 
reached  the  bill  for  thfe  postponement  of  the  surplus, 
its  attention  having  been  diverted  from  the  chief  bu- 
siness of  the  session  by  other  exciting  topics,  a full 
account  of  which  is  presented  in  the  present  sheet. 
When  the  feeling  which  these  questions  have  excit- 
ed shall  pass  off,  the  house  will  also  go  earnestly  to 
work,  and  we  anticipate  a speedy  consummation  of 
their  labors,  in  the  adoption  of  temporary  measures 
of  relief. 

Congress.  Our  congressional  abstracts  are  full 
of  interest,  and  contain  an  account  of  all  the  sayings 
and  doings  in  both  houses  to  Thursday  last,  inclu- 
sive. On  yesterday  the  senate,  after  the  usual 
morning  business,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of  the 
public  revenue,  when  Mr.  Tallmadge  addressed  the 
senate  for  about  two  hours  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  scheme,  in  defence  of  the  banks,  of  the 
value  of  credit  and  conficfr"'*!  a,m  lb  support  of  the 
plan  embraced  by  Mr.  Rives’*  bill.  When  Mr.  r. 
concluded,  Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Rives, 
each  made  some  further  remarks  on  incidental 
points,  and  in  explanation.  After  which  Mr.  Ben- 
ion  took  the  floor  and  spoke  until  4 o'clock,  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill;  when  he  had  concluded,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  of  Geo.,  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  yesterday,  after  the  presentation  of 
memorials,  &c.,  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Wise, 
in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  came  up  as  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  the  morning,  when  a debate  artse, 
in  which  Messrs.  Bell,  Wise,  Gholson,  of  Misiis- 
sippi,  Lincoln  and  Campbell,  participated.  Mr.  Vise 
arose  to  reply  to  Mr.  Gholson,  when  Mr.  Camire- 
leng  also  arose  and  moved  that  the  house  proeed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day.  The  motion  was  agned 
to,  ayes  103,  noes  70,  and  the  house  went  nto 
committee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Haynes  in  the  char), 
and  resumed  the  deposite  postponement  bill. 


may  think  expedient;  but  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  the  sum  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  of  not  les 
than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  re- 
imbursed at  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  the  said 
notes  respectively. 

I will  thank  you  to  state  whether,  in  the  event  of 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  you  will  agree  to  take  the 
said  notes  from  the  government,  and  give  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  a credit  for  the  amount, 
to  be  drawn  for  as  may  be  necessary,  and  payable 
in  specie  if  required,  and,  if  so,  to  state  what 
amount  you  will  receive,  and  tbe  lowest  rate  of  in- 
terest to  be  borne  by  said  notes. 

I am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servent, 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  the  Savannah 
Republican  of  the  18th  inst.  that  the  steamboat  Es- 
sayons  had  arrived  at  Black  creek  from  Picolata, 
with  an  express,  stating  that  an  engagement  had 
taken  place  at  Musquito,  a few  days  since,  between 
the  forces  under  the  command  of  general  Hernandez 
and  a party  of  Indians  under  Philip  and  Euchee 
Billy.  The  engagement  lasted  about  twenty  min- 
utes, in  which  three  Indians  were  killed,  and  thir- 
ty taken  prisoners;  among  the  latter  were  Philip 
and  Euchee  Billy.  Lieut.  McNeil  of  the  dragoons 
was  killed. 

Indian  council.  The  secretary  of  war  has  been 
engaged  for  the  last  two  days,  and  will  be  thus  en- 
gaged to-day,  in  a “ talk ” with  the  delegation  of 
Sioux,  whose  arrival  we  noticed  in  our  last,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  disposal  of  their  lands,  & c.  The  assem- 
blage is  one  of  curious  interest,  and  has  attracted 
vast  crowds  to  the  rev.  Dr.  Laurie’s  church  where 
the  codicil  is  held. 

A second  party,  under  major  Pilcher  may  be 
daily  expected.  They  were  at  }Vheeling  a"  few 
days  since. 


United  States  bank  stock  was  selling  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday  last  at  $118J.  Business  in 
that  and  the  other  Atlantic  cities  is  improving,  and 
confidence  rapidly  increasing. 

Sales  at  Neu>  York,  September  19. 

369  shares  United  States  bank  118  a 1184 
100  Baltimore  Trust  90 

Specie.  There  were  no  sales  at  the  board  this  morn- 
ing. We  note  gold  at  7^a7J  premium;  half  dollars 
7ia7i  do;  Spanish  dollars  lOalOf  do;  Mexican  8,ja8f 
do;  five  franc  pieces  $1.02a$1.02^  remns 
$5.27a$5.29£;  patriot  doubloons  $16. 75a — . 

Treasury  drafts.  Sales  of  $1,000  this  morn- 
ing at  4 per  cent,  premium;  we  note  them  at  3a4 
premium. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  Sep- 
tember 19 — 2,  P.  M. 

The  market.  Money  stocks  are  in  general 


“The  minister,  Mr.  Dallas,  with  his  family,  have 
landed,  and  repaired  to  St.  Petersburg. 

“I  take  leave  to  state  that  the  crew  continue  to 
enjoy  their  health.” 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Shark  was  at  Constantino- 
ple on  the  9th  of  June.  Crew  and  officers  all  well. 

The  United  States  ship  Erie,  captain  James 
Renshaw,  from  Rio  Janeiro  and  Bahai,  arrived  at 
Boston  on  Friday  night,  and  anchored  off  the  navy 
yard.  The  Erie  has  been  out  thirty-nine  months. 

Yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans.  The  most 
recent  intelligence  from  New  Orleans  is  contained 
in  a slip  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  of  the  16th,  which  gives 
the  following  from  the  New'  Orleans  True  American, 
of  (it  is  presumed)  the  15th: 

“The  truth  is,  that  for  the  last  ten  days  not  less 
than  sixty  have  died  a day,  and  on  Saturday,  Sun- 
day, and  Monday,  we  feel  assured  we  might,  with- 
out any  fear  of  exaggeration,  double  that  number. 

“For  the  last  ten  days,  the  sickness  has  increased 
both  in  regard  to  numbers  of  cases  and  malignancy; 
and  that  too  among  the  more  respectable  class  of 
citizens;  and  no  physioian  can  be  found  in  town 
but  wdio  will  corroborate  our  statement. 

“The  weather  continues  the  same,  with  an  in- 
creased coolness  of  nights  and  mornings.” 

The  disease  is  not  confined  to  strangers,  but  it 
seizes  upon  natives  and  foreigners  without  dis- 
tinction; and  it  is  stated  that  scarcely  a house  is 
free  from  its  visitation.  Great  praise  is  aw'arded 
to  the  Hibernian  Society  of  New  Orleans,  which 
has  been  most  active  in  affording  relief  to  the  suf- 
ferers. 

Military  court.  The  court  of  inquiry  ordered 
for  the  trial  of  general  Wool,  composed  of  major 
general  Scott,  colonel  Lindsey,  major  Payne,  and 
judge  advocate  De  Hart,  convened  at  Knoxville  on 
the  4th  inst.  The  court  entered  at  once  on  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  charges  preferred  by  gov.  Clay 
of  Alabama. 


New6  York, uSsfrfe ly  ^ressecT "thTJomSte^ I JeTort  o^proc eldfn^at tfie^b  ^ see,n  V' 3Ur 
against  the  bill.  The  committee  was  furthered-  remains  asP  |ast  we*k.  ^ ^Xof  foSn  ryeis 

reduced  to  7,000  bushels,  the  last  sale  was  at  90 
cents.  Southern  corn  commands  93al00  cents.— 
Sugar  continues  to  sell  briskly.  The  cotton  mar- 
ket is  steady,  with  fair  sales  at  last  week’s  prices: 
Sales  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  19. 

21  shares  U.  S.  bank,  - - - n9 

Naval.  Mr.  Cass  and  family  arrived  at  Con- 
stantinople on  the  15th  of  July  in  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution,  but,  after  a short  stay,  left  that 
city  for  Candia  on  account  of  the  plague.  The 
frigate  fired  a salute  of  twenty-one  guns°on  enter- 
ing the  harbor  of  Constantinople,  which  was  an- 
swered by  a like  number  from  the  castles.  She 
was  much  admired,  and  the  correspondent  of  the 
London  Morning  Herald  speaks  of  her  as  “the 
magnificent  American  frigate.” 


dressed  at  length  by  Messrs.  Cushman,  of  lew 
Hampshire,  Holsey , Fairfield,  and  Parker,  i its 
iavor.  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  having  next  obtined 
the  floor,  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  commitee, 
when  Mr.  Cambreleng  urged  the  necessity  ofaro- 
ceeding:  he  stated  that  in  consequence  of  theias- 
sage  of  this  bill  by  the  senate,  important  chages 
had  taken  place  in  the  financial  attitude  of  the;ov- 
ernment,  and  that  should  not  the  bill  be  passe’  by 
the  house  in  one  week,  the  treasury  must  top. 
The  committee,  however,  rose;  and  Mr.  lister 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  On  this  quetion 
Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the  yeas  and  iays; 
which,  being  taken, -resulted  as  follows:  Yes  96, 
nays  85.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Treasury  circular.  The  Baltimore  Onniele 
of  this  morning  contains  the  following  cpv  of  a 
circular  addressed  to  “one  of  the  first’  Ivas’es”  in 
that  city,  which,  the  Chronicle  says,  defined  the 
offer: 

Treasury  department,  September  1$,  1837. 

Sir:  A bill  is  now  before  congress  ti  authorize 

the  president  of  the  United  States  to  case  the  is- 
sue ot  treasury  notes  for  such  sum  oriums  as  he  I 
Vol.  Ill SlG.  4. 


navy, 


Extract  from  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the 
from  commodore  John  B.  Nicolson,  dated 

Untied  States  ship  Independence, 
OJf  Cronstadt,  Aug.  4,  1837. 

“I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable 
secretary  of  the  navy,  that  the  Independence  arriv- 
ed at  this  anchorage' on  Sunday,  the  29th  of  July. 


Civil  war  in  Portugal.  The  ship  Constitution 
at  Boston,  sailed  from  St.  Ubes  on  the  20th  August, 
and  brings  intelligence  that  a civil  war  raged  in 
Portugal  at  the  time  of  her  departure,  and  skirmish- 
es daily  took  place  between  different  portions  of  the 
military,  with  much  blood  shed,  and  many  lives  lost. 
A.  great  portion  of  the  populace  and  military  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  constitution  and  admnistration 
ot  the  government,  and  were  determined  to  bring 
about  an  alteration  of  both,  for  the  better,  by  force. 
To  this  end,  general  Saldana,  one  of  the  oldest  gen- 
erals in  the  Portuguese  service,  was  marching  with 
a large  force,  upon  Lisbon,  not  however  to  depose 
the  queen,  as  all  parties  were  in  her  favor.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  affairs,  martial  law  had 
been  proclaimed  throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  Constitution  brings  despatches  to  govern- 
ment, from  the  American  secretary  of  legation  at 
Lisbon. 

Maine.  It  is  believed  that  Kent,  the  whig  can- 
didate for  governor,  has  been  elected  over  Parks 
the  administration  candidate.  A letter  from  Au- 
gusta, however,  published  in  the  Portland  Argus, 
states  that  there  will  be  no  election,  as  the  returns 
indicate  that  Mr.  Kent  has  not  received  a majority 
of  all  the  votes.  The  complexion  of  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  cannot  be  ascertained  with  accuracy 
from  the  accounts  before  us;  but  many  towns  which 
elected  administration  candidates  last  year,  have 
this  year  chosen  whigs.  In  the  next  “Register”  we 
hope  to  present  full  returns. 

Vermont. — The  Montpelier  Watchman  of  the 
18th  instant  contains  returns  for  governor  from  171 
towns,  with  the  following  results; 

Jenison,  (W,)  18,202 

Bradley,  (Ad.)  14,904 

Jenison’s  majority  thus  far,  3,298 

Representatives, — 229  towns;  Whigs,  128;  Van 
Buren,  88;  doubtful,  5;  unrepresented,  8. 

Senate — will  probably  stand  19  Whigs  and  11 
Van  Buren  men;  but  concerning  one  or  two  dis- 
tricts there  is  still  some  uncertainty. 
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Tennessee  volunteers — Florida  war.  The 
secretary  of  war  has  withdrawn  his  call  on  the  gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  for  volunteers  for  the  Florida 
campaign.  The  Nashville  Banner  says — 

“The  reply  of  governor  Cannon  to  the  call  of  the 
18th  August,  as  we  have  before  intimated,  demand- 
ed assurances  from  the  department,  that  ample 
means  should  be  provided  for  equipping  the  volun- 
teers, before  he  could  take  any  step  to  meet  the  re- 
quisition, and  from  the  tone  of  the  present  letter,  we 
are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  governor’s  prudent 
and  decided  stand  on  this  point,  has  offended  the 
honorable  secretary.  If  so,  he  must  attribute  the 
governor’s  caution  to  the  niggardly  and  ungenerous 
course  of  the  general  government  in  its  transactions 
with  the  Tennessee  volunteers  of  1836.” 

War  department,  September  6,  1837. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

This  department  having  received  an  offer  of  vo- 
lunteers to  the  extent  in  number  of  the  requisition 
made  upon  you  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  ulto.,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  take  no 
measures  to  comply  with  that  requisition,  even 
should  you  be  called  upon  to  do  so  by  general  Jesup. 
The  general  will  be  immediately  advised,  that  it 
has  become  unnecessary  to  trouble  your  excellency 
in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obed’t  serv’t, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

His  exc’y  N.  Cannon,  gov.  of  Tenn.  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Gold  coin.  In  senate,  September  19,1837.  Mr. 
Benton  submitted  the  following  statements,  showing 
the  coinage,  and  imports,  and  exports  of  specie  dur- 
ing the  year  1837,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Gold  coinage  at  the  mint  of  the  United  Stales  in  1837 . 
January,  -----  none. 

February,  -----  $35,500 

March, 103,380 

April, 181,000 

May,  -----  268,000 

June, 46,250 

July, 104,490 

August, 110,205 

$853,825 

Statement  of  imports  and  exports  of  specie,  since 
30 th  September,  1836,  as  per  returns  received,  at 
the  treasury  department  to  the  19 th  September, 
1837,  inclusive. 

Imports,  -----  $10,288,876 

Exports,  ------  6,164,882 

McClintock  Young. 
Treasury  department.  Sept.  19,  1837. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Philip  K.  Laurence,  to  be  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana. 

Thomas  Slidell,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Samuel  D.  Patterson,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bank  of  Maryland.  The  Harford  (Md.)  Ma- 
disonian states,  that  suits  for  the  recovery  of  money 
due  the  bank  of  Maryland  came  up  before  the 
county  court  at  its  late  session.  Several  notes  of 
hand  were  produced,  given  by  Poultney,  Ellicott 
and  Co.  and  divers  notes  with  their  endorsement. 
Evidence  was  produced  by  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
McMahon,  proving  the  validity  of  the  notes,  and 
the  jury  rendered  a judgment  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

Mr.  Evan  Poultney’s  case  as  a petitioner  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  also  came  up  before  the 
court.  A motion  to  further  postpone  the  same  was 
made  by  his  counsel.  The  petition  was,  however, 
withdrawn,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  impossible  lor 
Mr.  Evan  Poultney  to  have  his  witnesses  on  in 
time.  There  were  many  interrogatories  and  alle- 
gations filed  against  him. 


VINDICATION  OF  JUDGE  MARSHALL’S 
MEMORY. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Whig. 

Gentlemen:  I send  you,  for  publication,  a copy 
of  a recent  correspondence  between  Dr.  Miles  Sel- 
den  Watkins,  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  me,  on 
the  subject  of  an  injurious  imputation  on  the  char- 
acter and  conduct  of  the  late  chief  justice  Marshall, 
bjr  the  hon.  Wm.  Smith.  I publish  it  because  the 
friends  of  the  late  chief  justice,  who  are  apprized 
of  the  imputation  having  been  made,  and  of  its 
having  been  communicated  to  me,  have  a right  to 
know  the  result  of  my  inquiries  into  the  subject, 
and  I can  see  no  reason  for  delaying  the  publication. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  of  Huntsville,  I 
Alabama,  to  B.  W.  Leigh,  of  Virginia. 

Huntsville,  August  10,  1837. 

My  dear  sir:  During  our  political  canvass,  which 
terminated  on  the  7th  instant,  it  was  publicly  stated, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  by  the  hon.  Wm.  Smith, 
(late  of  South  Carolina,)  that  chief  justice  Mar- 
shall was  the  owner  of  seventeen  shares  of  stock  in 
the  United  States  bank,  in  the  year  1819,  when  he 
decided,  in  the  case  of  McCulloh  vs.  the  State  of 
Maryland,  that  the  charter  of  that  bank  was  con- 
stitutional. 

This  statement  derives  additional  importance 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  made  upon  the  authority 
of  a United  States  senator  now  representing  the 
state  of  Virginia. 

We  here  are  not  willing  to  admit  the  truth  of 
such  allegations,  upon  partisan  statements,  without 
further  proof;  and,  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  individual  to  protect  the  character  of  our 
country  and  its  distinguished  benefactors,  I have,  at 
the  request  of  many  friends,  addressed  you  this  let- 
ter, with  the  requeot  that  yen  will  obtain  from  tne 
proper  sources  correct  information  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  communicate  the  result  to  me  as  soon 
as  may  suit  your  convenience.  Yours,  truly, 

M.  S.  WATKINS. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Leigh  to  Dr.  M.  S.  Watkins. 

Richmond,  August  28,  1837. 
Dear  sir:  I should  have  given  you  an  earlier 
answer  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  but  I wa3 
obliged  to  write  to  Philadelphia  for  a part  of  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  me  to  answer  it  with 
certainty  and  accuracy. 

The  imputation,  which  you  inform  me  Mr.  Smith 
ventured  to  make  upon  the  late  chief  justice  Mar- 
shall, was,  that  he  was  the  OVvnerof  seventeen  shares 
of  United  States  bank  stock  in  the  year  1819,  when 
he  decided,  in  the  case  of  McCulloh  against  Mary- 
land, that  the  charter  of  that  bank  was  constitu- 
tional. 

It  appears  by  Mr.  Wheaton’s  report  of  the  case, 
that  the  argument  of  it  was  commenced  on  the  22d 
February,  1819,  and  that  the  chief  justice  delivered 
the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the  7th  March. — 4 
Wheaton  322,  400. 

I herewith  enclose  you  a certificate  of  the  trans- 
fer clerk  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
shows  that  twelve  shares  of  stock  were  transferred 
to  Mr.  Marshall  on  the  4th  April,  1817,  aud  five 
shares  more  on  the  10th  December  following;  that 
twelve  of  those  shares  were  transferred  by  Robert 
Adams  to  Thomas  Marshall,  trustee  for  the  widoiv 
and  heirs  of  William  Marshall,  deceased,  on  the  8th 
February,  1819,  under  a power  of  attorney  from 
Mr.  Marshall  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  and  acknow- 
ledged before  a notary  public  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
on  the  5th  of  February;  and  that  the  other  five 
shares  were  transferred  by  Thomas  P.  Cope  to 
Thomas  P.  Cope  & Sons,  on  the  26th  March,  1819, 
under  a power  of  attorney  from  Mr.  Marshall  to 
Mr.  Cope,  dated  and  acknowledged  before  a justice 
of  the  peace  of  Richmond,  on  the  21st  January, 
1819.  I have  obtained  copies  of  the  two  powers  of 
attorney  referred  to  in  the  certificate  of  the  transfer 
clerk,  which  also  I enclose  with  the  certificate. 
See  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

As  it  did  not  appear  from  these  documents,  with 
absolute  certainty,  that  Mr.  Marshall  had  parted 
with  his  property  in  the  last  five  shares,  before  he 
decided  the  case  of  McCulloh  against  Maryland, 
though  I had  no  doubt  he  sold  this  stock  on  the  21st 
January,  the  date  of  his  execution  and  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  power  of  attorney  for  the  transfer  of 
it,  inquiry  was  made  of  Mr.  James  Head  Lynch, 
of  this  town,  whose  name  appeared  as  attesting 
witness  to  the  power  of  attorney,  for  exact  informa- 
tion of  the  fact.  I send  you  Mr.  Lynch’s  certifi- 
cate, (No.  5,)  in  which  you  will  find  conclusive 
proof  that  these  five  shares  were  sold  to  him  at  par, 
and  paid  for,  on  the  21st  January,  1819,  and  the 
power  of  attorney  for  transferring  them  was  handed 
to  Mr.  Lynch  at  the  same  time,  leaving  the  name  of 
the  attorney  blank  for  Mr.  Lynch’s  convenience; 
and  that  Mr.  Lynch  advised  Mr.  Marshall  not  to 
sell  his  stock,  but  he  assigned  as  his  reason  for  sell- 
ing that  he  did  not  choose  to  remain  a stockholder 
in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  questions 
would  come  before  the  supreme  court  in  which  the 
bank  might  be  concerned.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
those  who  know  the  course  of  such  business,  that 
when  Mr.  Lynch  sold  these  five  shares  of  stock  in 
Virginia,  he  handed  the  scrip  with  the  letter  of  at- 
torney for  the  transfer  of  it  to  the  purchaser.  They 
probably  went  through  many  hands  before  they 
were  sent  to  Philadelphia.  I learn  that  Mr.  Cope 
filled  up  the  blank  in  the  letter  of  attorney,  with 
his  name  written  with  his  own  hand;  and  that  the 
scrip  and  letter  of  attorney  were  sent  to  him  by  Mr. 
I John  V.  Wilcox,  of  Petersburg. 


I have  no  idea  that  Mr.  Marshall  felt  that  the 
holding  of  such  an  interest  in  the  bank  could  have 
the  least  influence  upon  his  judgment  on  any  ques- 
tion in  which  the  bank  might  be  concerned.  But 
he  was  as  remarkable  for  his  circumspection  and 
profound  knowledge  of  mankind  as  he  was  for  his 
abilities  and  virtue;  he  knew  there  were  such  men 
as  Mr.  Smith  in  the  world,  and  he  was  careful  not 
to  expose  his  judicial  conduct  to  their  suspicions 
and  censures. 

It  results  that  Mr.  Marshall  held  no  United  States 
bank  stock  when  he  decided  the  case  of  McCulloh 
against  Maryland. 

The  seventeen  shares  above  mentioned  were  the 
only  shares  of  United  States  bank  stock  that  Mr. 
Marshall  ever  held  in  his  own  right  or  had  any  per- 
sonal interest  in.  (See  No.  6.)  But  as  I hold  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  I think  it 
proper  I should  add,  1st.  That  I find  that,  some 
time  between  January  and  July,  1822,  there  were 
twenty-five  shares  transferred  to  Mr.  Marshall,  as 
trustee  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of  William  Marshall, 
ana  iL«y  still  stand  in  his  name  as  trustee.  I know 
he  had  no  personal  interest  in  this  stock,  and  he 
never  drew  but  one  dividend  upon  it;  all  the  rest  to 
this  day,  having  been  drawn  by  Mr.  George  Roper, 
who  married  Mrs.  Marshall.  2d,  That  Mr.  Marshall 
and  I were  joint  executors  of  the  late  George  Keith 
Taylor,  of  Petersburg,  who  directed  his  executors 
to  sell  his  whole  estate,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds 
in  stocks,  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  yield  a certain  in- 
come for  his  family;  that  a sum  of  money  belonging 
to  this  trust  came  to  my  hands  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1819,  with  a part  of  which  I bought  thirty 
shares  of  the  United  States  bank  stock,  early  in  the 
February  following,  (I  find  I paidforit  on  the  11th 
of  the  month,)  after  Mr.  Marshall  had  left  home  to 
attend  the  supreme  court;  and  that  (as  my  duty  re- 
quired I should)  I had  this  stock  transferred  to  him 
and  me  as  executors  of  Mr.  Taylor.  He  was  after- 
wards informed  of  this  investment  of  the  trust  fund, 
but  he  had  no  part  in  making  it,  and  I alone  receiv- 
ed the  dividends  for  Mr.  Taylor’s  widow  and  daugh- 
ters. Neither  he  nor  I ever  had  the  least  personal 
interest  in  the  stock.  I purchased  it  merely  be- 
cause I thought  it  a judicious  investment.  When  I 
first  received  your  letter,  I thought  it  probable  that 
this  might  be  the  transaction  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  immediately  referred  to  my  accounts  of 
administration  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  facts 
and  the  dates. 

You  =ay  mat  Mi.  Emith’s  statement  derives  ad- 
ditional importance  from  the  fact  that  it  was  maae 
upon  the  authority  of  a United  States  senator,  now 
representing  the  state  of  Virginia;  and,  in  a hasty 
letter  T wrote  you  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
yours,  I desired  you  to  inform  me  who  the  senator 
was.  I hope  that  either  you  were  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  Mr.  Smith  referred  to  the  authority  of 
either  of  our  senators,  or  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
voiching  either  of  them  for  his  author.  For,  know- 
ing that  both  of  the  present  senators  from  Virginia 
we  e well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Marshall,  and  per- 
fecly  understood  the  spotless  integrity  of  his  con- 
duit and  character  throughout  his  life,  his  scrupu- 
lom  honor,  his  unparalleled  disinterestedness,  the 
election  of  his  mind  above  every  low,  little,  sordid 
corsideration,  I cannot  believe  that  either  of  those 
genlemen  can  have  made  such  a communication  to 
Mr  Smith,  which  could  have  had  no  other  purpose 
thai  to  impugn  Mr.  Marshall’s  judicial  integrity 
whie  he  was  living,  or  to  cast  reproach  upon  his 
meiiory  since  he  has  gone  to  the  grave.  Still,  if 
the  act  be  as  you  supposed,  I desire  to  know  which 
of  tie  senators  Mr.  Smith  vouched. 

Iibserve  it  b said,  in  the  review  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
speeh  in  the  Huntsville  Southern  Advocate  of  the 
8th  nst.,  that  Mr.  Smith  referred  to  a report  made 
to  engress  in  1819,  for  the  fact  that  Mr.  Marshall 
ownd  seventeen  shares  of  United  States  bank  stock 
at  th  time  he  pronounced  his  judgment  that  the. 
chaier  of  the  bank  was  constitutional.  I have  not 
acces  to  the  documents  of  the  lime,  and  it  may  be 
trne'ihat  there  was  such  a report.  But  Mr.  Smith 
ougt  to  have  known  that  the  fact  of  a person  hold- 
ing ink  stock  at  one  date  is  no  proof  that  he  is  a 
stocholder  at  another  or  subsequent  date;  and  I 
musfsay  that  it  was  his  duty,  before  he  made  such 
an  imutation  as  he  is  reported  to  have  made  upon 
Mr.  Harshall,  or  anybody  else,  to  have  ascertained 
(as  hi  easily  might)  the  truth  of  the  fact  on  which 
he  fousted  the  charge.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  say 
that  he  dd  not  mean  to  impeach  Mr.  Marshall’s  in- 
tegrity: te  imputation  was  an  actual  impeachment 
of  it,  or  itiad  no  meaning  at  all. 

Even  i\  the  fact  had  been,  that  Mr.  Marshall 
owned  sevfieen  shares  of  United  States  bank  stock 
at  the  timqie  pronounced  the  judgment  of  the  su- 
preme com,  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  con- 
stitutional,iis  pecuniary  interest  in  the  question 
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would  have  been  measured  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  stock  in  case  the  bank  should 
continue  in  existence,  and  its  value  in  case  the 
bank  should  be  immediately  put  down.  It  is  to  me 
incredible  that  any  fair  and  candid  mind  could  be- 
lieve that  such  an  interest  could  sway  or  bias  the 
judgment  of  any  but  the  basest  and  most  sordid  of 
mankind.  I have  no  such  personal  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Smith  as  enables  me  to  judge  whether  the  im- 
putation which  he  has  made  upon  Mr.  Marshall  is 
to  be  attributed  to  his  consciousness  of  the  influence 
of  pecuniary  interests  on  his  own  mind,  or  to  that 
self-tormenting  envy  which  attends  superior  virtue 
while  living,  and  sometimes  pursues  it  after  death, 
seeking  relief  from  the  pain  which  its  fame  inflicts 
in  the  wretched  pleasure  of  detraction,  or  to  politi- 
cal fanaticism,  or  a belief  in  the  fanaticism  of  others, 
or  to  a mere  casual  indulgence  in  slang  to  effect  a 
present  party  purpose,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  du- 
ties of  candor,  charity,  and  justice. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  you  please 
of  this  letter.  Yours,  with  constant  regard, 

B.  VY.  JL.EIGH. 

To  Dr.  M.  S.  Watkins,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Leish  to  Dr.  M.  S.  Watkins. 

Richmond,  September  11,  1837. 
Dear  sir:  A few  days  after  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  28th  ultimo  was  despatched,  I learned  some 
other  facts  from  gen.  Harvie,  the  son-in-law  of  the 
late  chief  justice  Marshall,  which  I deem  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  to  you;  and  I should  have 
done  so  earlier,  but  I was  again  obliged  to  write  to 
Philadelphia  to  get  more  accurate  information 
about  them  than  gen.  Harvie’s  memory, could  sup- 
ply. 

There  were  ten  shares  of  United  States  bank 
stock  which  stood  in  Mr.  Marshall’s  name  in  Janu- 
ary, 1S17,  which  escaped  my  former  research,  be- 
cause no  trace  of  them  was  to  be  found  in  the  divi- 
dend book  of  the  office  of  the  bank  at  this  place.  I 
find  that  these  ten  shares  were  transferred  on  the 
6th  February,  1817— one  to  Mr.  John  Goddard,  and 
the  other  nine  to  gen.  Harvie,  under  a letter  of  at- 
torney from  Mr.  Marshall  to  Mr.  Goddard,  dated 
and  acknowledged,  before  a notary  of  this  city,  on 
the  27th  January,  1S17.  There  was,  at  the  same 
time,  one  share  standing  in  gen.  Harvie’s  name, 
making,  with  the  nine  shares  transferred  to  him  by 
Mr.  Marshall,  ten  shares,  upon  which  he  drew  all 
dividends  that  accrued  from  July,  1817,  to  July, 
1820,  both  inclusive.  He  then  sold  his  stock  to 
Mr.  Temple  Gwathmey,  and  it  was  at  length,  on' 
the  18th  August,  1820,  transferred  to  Messrs.  Ro- 
bert and  Temple  Gwathmey.  of  this  place.  So  far 
the  dividend  book  of  the  office  of  the  bank  here,  the 
transfer  book  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia,  and  the 
letters  of  attorney  under  which  the  transfers  were 
made,  afford  certain  evidence.  I write  with  the 
certificate  of  the  transfer  clerk,  and  copies  of  the 
letters  of  attorney  before  me;  but  it  is  not  necessary 
to  send  them  to  you. 

Gen.  Harvie  tells  me  he  is  under  :he  impression 
that  the  ten  shares  of  stock  held  by  him  were  not,  at 
first,  his  property;  that  he,  in  fact,  held  them  as 
trustee  for  Mrs.  Marshall,  the- wife  o' the  chief  jus- 
tice, who  had  a kind  of  separate  furd  (f  her  own, 
which  was  invested  according  to  h;r  vishes,  and 
disposed  of,  principal  or  profits,  among  ter  children 
at  her  pleasure;  though,  as  this  separae  fund  was 
not  held  by  her  under  any  deed  of  settement,  the 
legal  right  in  it  belonged  to  her  husbarl;  that  five 
of  the  ten  shares  were  first  given  tohim  (gen. 
Harvie) — that  is,  he  was  authorized  t dispose  of 
them  for  his  own  use,  and  the  other  fivewere  after- 
wards, in  like  manner,  given  to  him;  nat  he  does 
not  remember  the  precise  date  of  thes  gifts,  but 
he  does  remember  perfectly  w’ell  that  wen  the  last 
five  shares  were  given  to  him,  Mr.  Marsall  inform- 
ed him  (and  that,  he  thinks  in  a letter  -om  Wash- 
ington), that  they  were  given  to  him  bcause  there 
was  a suit  pending  in  the  supreme  cort  in  which 
the  bank  was  interested,  and  he  (Mi  Marshall) 
therefore  wished  to  divest  himself  of  ;1  manner  of 
interest  in  the  stock  of  the  bank. 

Whatever  disposition  you  shall  havimade  of  my 
former  letter,  make  the  same  of  this,  fours,  truly, 
B.  Y LEIGH. 

To  Dr.  M.  S.  Watkins,  Huntsville, ila. 

I have  read  the  above  letter,  anr  according  to 
my  best  recollection,  the  facts  as  s<  forth  as  com- 
ing from  me  are  perfectly  correct  ad  true. 

J.  . HARVIE. 

(No.  1.) 

Transfer  department,  ban  United  Stales, 
Avast  24,  1837. 

T certify,  that  it  appears  from  ie  records  of  this 
office,  that  the  lion.  John  Marsall,  of  Richmond, 
Virginia,  wras  the  owner  of  sevsteen  shares  of  the 
stock  of  this  bank,  viz: 


Twelve  shares  transferred  to  him  on  the  4th  day 
of  April,  1817; 

Five  shares  transferred  to  him  on  the  10th  day  of 
December,  1817. 

And  that  the  said  stock  was  afterwards  transfer- 
red, as  follow’s,  to  wit: 

Twelve  shares  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1819, 
by  Robert  Adams  to  Thomas  Marshall,  of  the 
county  of  Fauquier,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  as 
trustee  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Wm.  Marshall, 
of  the  state  of  Virginia,  deceased,  in  virtue  of  a 
power  of  attorney  to  him  from  the  said  John  Mar- 
shall, dated  the  5th  February,  1819. 

And  five  shares  on  the  26th  March,  1819,  to 
Thomas  P.  Cope  and  Sons,  by  Thomas  P.  Cope, 
under  a power  of  attorney  to  him  from  the  said 
John  Marshall,  dated  the  21st  January,  1819. 

The  copies  of  the  said  pow’ers  are  hereto  annex- 
ed. A.  SUMMERS,  transfer  clerk. 

(No.  2.) 

Know’  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John 

Mavoliall.  0f  fhp  pity  of  Richmond,  in  the  state  of 

Virginia,  now  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  do  make,  constitute,  and  appoint 
Robert  Adams,  my  true  and  lawful  attorney  for  me 
and  in  m3'  name  to  assign  and  transfer  twelve  shares 
of  stock  standing  in  my  name  on  the  books  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  per  certificate  No. 
1076;  and  also  thirteen  other  shares  of  stock  stand- 
ing in  my  name  as  executor  of  the  estate  of  Wm. 
Marshall,  of  Virginia,  deceased,  on  the  books  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  per  certificate  No. 
5333.  The  said  twenty-five  shares  to  be  assigned 
to  Thomas  Marshall,  of  the  county  of  Fauquier,  in 
tlie  state  Virginia,  as  trustee  of  the  widow  and  heirs 
ofWm.  Marshall,  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  deceased. 
And  I hereby  empower  my  said  attorney,  an  attor- 
ney or  attorneys  under  him  for  that  purpose,  to 
make  and  substitute,  and  do  all  lawful  acts  requisite 
for  effecting  the  premises — hereb}'  ratifying  all  that 
my  said  attorney,  or  his  subslitute'or  substitutes, 
shall  do  therein  by  virtue  hereof.  In  witness 
whereof,  I,  John  Marshall,  acting  in  my  own  right, 
and  as  executor  of  William  Marshall,  of  Virginia, 
deceased,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal,  this  5th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1819. 

J.  MARSHALL,  [l.  s.] 

Pi  his  own  .right  and  as  executor  of  William  Mar- 
shall, dec’d. 

United  States  of  America,  District  of  Columbia, 
Washington  covnty,  ss. 

Be  it  known,  that,  on  the  5th  day  of  February, 
1819,  before  me,  Samuel  Elliot,  jr.  notary  public, 
dwelling  in  the  city  of  Washington,  came  John 
Marshall,  and  acknowledged  the  annexed  letter  of 
attorney  to  be  his  act  and  deed.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  last  aforesasd. 

S.  ELLIOT,  jr. 

[Notarial  seal.]  Notary  public. 

(No.  3.) 

United  States  of  America,  state  of  Virginia,  to  wit: 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  1819,  before  me,  William  H.  Fitzwhylsonn, 
a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  city  of  Richmond,  state 
aforesaid,  came  John  Marshall,  below  named,  and 
acknowledged  the  following  letter  of  attorne}'  to 
Thomas  P.  Cope,*  to  be  his  act  and  deed.  In  tes- 
timony whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  af- 
fixed my  seal,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

WM.  H.  FITZWHYLSONN,  [l.s.] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John 
Marshall,  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  do  make,  consti- 
tute, and  appoint  Thomas  P.  Cope,*  my  true  and 
lawful  attorney,  for  me  and  in  my  name  to  assign 
and  transfer  five  shares  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  standing  in  my  name  on  the  books  of  the 
bank,  as  per  certificate  No.  3665;  with  power,  also, 
an  attorney  or  attorneys  under  him  for  that  purpose, 
to  make  and  substitute, and  do  all  lawful  acts  requi- 
site for  effecting  the  premises;  hereby  ratifying  and 
confirming  all  that  my  said  attorney  or  his  substi- 
tute or  substitutes  shall  do  therein  by  virtue  hereof. 
In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  affixed  my  seal,  the  21st  day  of  Januar}',  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1819. 

J.  MARSHALL,  [1..  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of  James 

H.  Lynch. 

(No.  4.) 

Transfer  department,  bank  U.  States, 
August  24,  1837. 

I certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  copies  of 
pow'ers  of  attorney  on  file  in  this  office. 

A.  SUMMERS,  transfer  clerk. 


[*  Note.  The  name  of  “Thomas  P.  Cope,  both  in 
the  power  of  attorney  and  in  the  authentication, 
was  originally  a blank,  and  Mr.  Cope  inserted  his 
name  therein  with  his  own  hand.  B.  W.  Leigh.] 


(No  5.) 

I do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1819,  I purchased  five  shares  of  stock  of  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States,  from  the  late  John 
Marshall,  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
took  from  him  his  power  of  attorney,  in  blank  for 
my  own  convenience,  for  the  transfer  of  the  same; 
and,  at  the  san  e time,  gave  him  my  check  on  the 
bank  of  Virginia  for  $500,  the  price  of  the  stock. 

I advised  him,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  sell;  but  he 
assigned  as  his  reason  for  selling,  that  he  did  not 
choose  to  remain  a stockholder  in  that  institution, 
as  questions  would  come  before  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  in  which  the  bank  might  be 
concerned.  I also  find,  on  referring  to  my  account 
in  the  bank  of  Virginia,  that  I am  charged  with  my 
check  for  $509,  which  was  carried  to  the  credit  of 
judge  Marshall,  on  the  same  day. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  28th  of  August,  1837. 

JAMES  H.  LYNCH. 

(No.  6.) 

It  appears  from  the  dividend  book  of  the  off  ce  of 
the  United  States  bank  at  Richmond,  that  the  late 
chief  justice  Marshall  received  the  dividend  of  July, 
1817,  on  twelve  shares  of  the  stock  of  that  bank; 
that  he  received  the  dividends  on  seventeen  shares 
for  January,  1818,  July,  1818,  and  January,  1819; 
his  receipt  for  the  last  of  which  bears  date  the  23d 
January,  1819.  He  never  after  received  any  divi- 
dend here,  on  any  stock  held  in  his  ow  n right. 

J.  ROBERTSON,  cashier, 
Office  bank  United  States. 

Richmond,  Aug.  22,  1837. 

We  find  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  the  16th 
the  following  letters  growing  out  of  the  above  pub- 
lication of  Mr.  Leigh: 

Baltimore,  Sept.  15,  1837. 

Str:  In  your  paper  of  this  morning,  you  have 
published  a letter  from  B.  W.  Leigh,  Esq.  in  answer 
to  a speech  of  Wm.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  formerly  of 
South  Carolina,  in  which  judge  Marshall  has  been 
charged  with  improper  motives,  when  he  had  decid- 
ed “That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  consti- 
tutional.” My  name  being  mentioned,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  take  some  notice  of  the  subject. 

Some  weeks  past  I received  from  the  editor  of  a 
paper  in  Alabama,  a publication  signed  William 
Smith,  in  which  I am  charged  with  having  been 
under  undue  influence  when  I draughted  a report 
in  1830  to  the  senate  on  the  bank  of  the  United 
States — to  which  I returned  an  answer,  an  extract 
from  which  herew'ith,  you  will  please  to  publish, 
and  oblige  your  ob’t  serv’t,  S.  SMITH. 

N.  Poe,  esq. 

“Sir:  I received  your  note  of  the  6th  instant  a 
few  days  since,  together  with  a newspaper,  in  which 
is  a publication  of  my  old  acquaintance,  judge 
Smith,  with  whom  I had  always  been  on  the  most 
friendly  terms;  and  I confess  that  I am  not  a little 
mortified  by  his  late  publication.  It  has  not  been 
my  practice  to  vindicate  my  public  conduct,  prefer- 
ring rather  to  rest  on  a clear  conscience  and  to 
impartial  history  for  such  meed  as  it  may  be  entiled 
to. 

“But  when  my  motives  on  so  important  an  occa- 
sion are  impeached  by  an  authority  entitled  to  so 
much  respect  as  is  judge  Smith,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  deviate  from  that  practice. 

“He  states  that  a report  made  by  the  committee 
on  finance  of  the  senate  in  1830  was  favorable  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  and  colonel 
King  of  Alabama,  constituting  the  minority,  dissent- 
ed from  it;  now,  this  may  be  true,  although  I have 
no  recollection  of  such  a difference  of  opinion  among 
the  members  of  the  committee.  But,  in  regard  to 
colonel  King,  I cannot  but  believe  that  the  judge  is 
in  an  error,  and  I am  in  some  degree  fortified  in  the 
opinion,  by  the  fact  that,  colonel  King  voted  for  the 
passage  of  the  charter,  when  he  was  a representative 
from  North  Carolina,  and  I am  not  aware  of  any 
thing  that  could  change  his  opinion  in  1830. 

“He  states  also  that  Smith,  of  Maryland,  owned 
fifty  shares  af  the  stock  of  the  bank,  standing  in  his 
own  name,  and  7008,  in  that  of  Smith  and  Buchanan. 
Now,  any  person  reading  his  statement  would  sup- 
pose, that,  in  the  year  1830,  when  the  report  was 
made  to  the  senate,  I still  held  that  amount  of  stock; 
for  he  only  refers  to  a session  of  congress,  and  not 
to  the  month  or  year  when  the  stock  was  held  by 
me.  It  is  probable  that  he  is  correct  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  shares  held  b3r  me  and  my  partner  in  1819. 
But  the  inference,  injurious  to  my  motives,  which 
he  means  to  draw,  is  erroneous,  ‘that  in  the  year 
1830’  I still  held  that  stock,  and  was  consequently 
actuated  by  selfish  influences.  The  truth  is,  that 
in  that  year  I did  not  own  a single  share  of  the 
United  States  bank  stock,  all  that  had  ever  belong- 
ed to  me  having  been  transferred  to  the  bank  in 
liquidation  of  debts.” 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

September  14.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a remon- 
strance from  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that  he  had  received  se- 
veral remonstrances  of  the  same  kind  with  that  just 
offered,  and  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  retain  them 
in  his  possession  till  the  senate  should  be  ready  to 
refer  them,  and  act  upon  them. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  following  bills,  which  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

A bill  to  authorize  merchandise  to  be  deposited  in 
the  public  stores,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  §-c.  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  (except  fruits  and 
other  perishable  articles,  which  shall  pay  duties  in 
cash  at  the  time  of  entry,)  may,  at  the  option  of  the 
importer,  be  entered,  and  the  duties  thereon  then 
paid,  or  be  deposited,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
importer,  in  such  public  or  other  stores  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  importer  and  the  collector, 
or  officer  of  inspection  of  the  revenue  for  the  port 
where  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  may  be 
landed;  and  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  collector  or 
officer,  in  all  cases  where  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise are  so  deposited,  to  see  that  they  be  kept  se- 
curely, and  under  the  joint  locks  ot  the  inspector 
and  the  importer;  and  no  delivery  shall  be  made  of 
such  foods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  without  a per- 
mit in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the  collector  and 
naval  officer  of  the  port. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  importer,  or  assignee,  to  withdraw, 
at  any  time,  any  portion  of  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, deposited  as  aforesaid,  upon  payment  ol 
the  duties  thereupon  in  cash,  together  with  such 
storage  and  other  expenses  as  may  have  acciued 
thereon.  _ , 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  the 
duties  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  deposit- 
ed  under  the  proviiions  of  this  act,  or  wnich  shall 
remain  unclaimed  in  the  public  stores,  shall  not 
have  been  paid  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  from  the  date  ot  importation, 
ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  cause  so  much 
of  [such]  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction;  and,  retain- 
inf  the  sums  required  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
which  have  not  been  paid,  together  with  the  ex- 
penses of  safe-keeping  and  sale  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  return  the  overplus,  if 
any,  to  the  owner,  or  to  his  agent  or  lawful  repre- 
sentative. , , ... 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  any 
foods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  deposited  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  embezzled  or  fraudu- 
lently hid,  or  removed  from  any  store  or  place 
wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  deposited,  they 
shall  he  forfeited,  and  the  person  or  persons  so  etn- 
bezzlinf,  hiding,  or  removingthe  same,  or  aiding  or 
assisting  therein,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pains 
and  penalties  as  if  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise had  been  fraudulently  landed  without  payment 
of  duty.  „ 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  deposited  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  may  be  transported  from  the  public 
warehouse,  or  such  stores  as  may  be  occupied  tor 
public  use  in  one  district  to  those  in  another  district, 
under  such  safe  regulations  as  the  secretary  ot  the 
treasury  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  goods, 
ware3,  or  merchandise  deposited  under  this  act  shall 
be  taken  or  delivered  from  the  public  stores  for  con- 
sumption or  for  exportation,  except  upon  due  entry  at 
the  custom  house,  and  under  care  of  some  proper 
officer  of  the  customs,  and  upon  payment  ot  the  lull 
amount  of  duties,  when  not  immediately  exported: 
Provided,  however,  That  goods  may  be  taken  out  or 
delivered  for  the  purpose  of  transportation,  from  the 
public  warehouses  in  one  district  to  those  ot  any 
other  district,  as  allowed  in  the  5th  section  of  this 
act,  without  the  payment  of  the  duty  thereon  at  the 
time  of  removal:  Provided,  also,  4 hat,  in  all  such 
cases,  twenty-four  hours’  previous  notice  shall  be 
given  in  writing  to  the  collector,  with  a specific 
description  of  the  goods  intended  to  be  transported, 
with  the  name  of  the  vessel  or  vessels  in  which 
they  were  imported. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  draw- 
back of  the  duties  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which 
may  have  been  deposited  under  the  provisions  of 

this  act,  in  the  public  stores,  and  subsequently  with- 
drawn therefrom,  and  the  duties  then  paid;  but  the 
owner,  if  desiring  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  duties,  must  export  the  goods  at  the  time  of  their 


withdrawal  from  the  public  stores,  in  the  manner 
before  provided. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  this  act  into  effect;  and  that  all  acts, 
or  parts  of  acts,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

A bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories,  in 
certain  cases  on  public  officers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
the  treasurers  of  the  mint  and  its  branches,  all  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  surveyors  acting  in  that 
capacity,  all  receivers  of  public  money,  and  postmas- 
ters, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  keep  safely, 
without  loaning  or  using,  all  the  public  money  col- 
lected by  them,  or  otherwise  at  any  time  placed  in 
their  possession,  till  the  same  is  ordered  by  the  proper 
department  to  be  transferred  or  paid  out;  in  which 
cases,  the  transfers  and  payments  shall  be  faithfully 
made  by  them  as  directed,  and  all  other  duties  rer 
formed  as  fiscal  agents,  which  may  be  imposed  by 
this  or  former  acts  of  congress,  or  by  any  regula- 
tion of  the  treasury  department  made  in  conformity 
thereto. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  others  having  public 
money  to  pay  over,  and  all  patentees  wishing  to 
make  payment  to  the  United  States,  may  make  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  in  this  city,  or  to  the  mint  and 
its  branches,  when  near  or  convenient;  and,  when 
not,  may  depositethe  same  with  such  collector,  re- 
ceiver, or  other  depository,  as  may  be  more  conve- 
niently situated,  and  may  be  selected  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfurther  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  public  money  in  the  possession  of  any  deposito- 
ry, by  collection,  transfer,  or  payment,  shall  be 
inconveniently  situated  for  public  use,  or  shall  ac- 
cumulate so  as  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  existing 
bond  of  any  such  officer,  any  part  of  it,  or  the  ex- 
cess (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  either  be  drawn  ait 
for  payments,  or  be  transferred  elsewhere  to  some 
other  depositor}';  or  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  require  such  additional  security  as  may  be 
considered  proper  and  safe;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
bonds,  new  and  suitable  in  their  terms,  shall  in  ill 
cases,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible  after  the  passaje 
of  this  act,  be  required  of  all  depositories,  in  such 
sums  and  form  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and 
secure  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  for  the  per- 
formance of  all  the  duties  required  under  the  same 
or  any  previous  laws. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers,  respectively,  may  be  allowed  any  necessaiy 
additional  expenses  for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests,  or 
vaults,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe-keeping, 
transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys;  all  such 
expenses,  of  every  character,  to  be  first  expressly 
authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  whose 
directions  upon  all  the  above  subjects,  by  way  of 
regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly  followed 
by  all  the  said  officers. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  the 
books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  several 
officers  charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys; 
and  for  that  purpose  to  appoint  special  agents,  as 
occasion  may  require,  with  such  reasonable  com- 
pensation as  he  may  allow,  to  be  fixed  and  declared 
at  the  time  of  each  appointment;  which  said  exam- 
inations, in  all  cases  where  the  sum  on  hand  usually 
exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  the  officer  s 
bond,  shall  not  be  made  less  frequently  than  once  in 
each  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently,  rn  those 
and  all  other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his  discre- 
tion, shall  direct.  The  agents  selected  to  make 
these  examinations  shall  be  instructed  to  examine 
as  well  the  books,  accounts,  and  returns  of  the  offi- 
cer, as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of  its 
being  kept,  to  the  end  that  uniformity  and  accuracy 
in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the  public  mo- 
neys, may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  as  a further  guard  over  the  public 
moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval  officer 
and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  collector  of  the 
customs  of  their  respective  districts;  of  each  register 
of  a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver  of  his 
land  office;  and  of  the  director  and  superintendent 
of  each  mint  and  branch  mint,  as  a check  upon  the 
treasurers,  respectively,  ot  the  said  mints,  at  the 
close  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  as  much  more 
frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed  to  do  so  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  examine  the  books, 
accounts,  returns,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  collec- 


tors, receivers,  and  treasurers,  and  to  make  a full, 
accurate,  and  faithful  return  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment of  their  condition. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itfurther  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  expedition 
as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  withdraw  the 
balances  remaining  with  the  late  and  present  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  those 
moneys  to  the  depositories  established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act,  a 
sufficient  sum  be,  and  the  same  is  heieby,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers 
charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  are  hereby 
required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  kind  of  money  in  which  it  is  re- 
ceived, and  of  each  payment  or  transfer,  and  of  the 
kind  of  currency  in  which  they  are  made;  and  that 
it  any  one  of  the  aaid  officers  shall  convert  to  his 
own  use,  in  any  way  whatsoever,  or  aholl  use  by 
way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  mer- 
chandise, or  shall  loan  with  or  without  interest,  any 
portion  of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  him  for 
safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transler,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  the 
said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  in- 
vested, used,  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  a high  misdemeanor;  and  any  officer  or  person 
convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  a term  of  not  less  than  two,  nor 
more  than  five,  years,  and  to  a fine  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

A bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks,  inihe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  as  shall  not  resume  specie  pay- 
ments within  a limited  time,  and  to  suppress  the 
circulation  of  small  notes  therein. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  all  penalties  imposed  on  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  by  their  charters,  or  other- 
wise, for  a suspension  of  specie  payments,  be  re- 
mitted: Provided,  They  resume  specie  payments 
for  all  their  bills  under  ten  dollars  within  sixty  days, 
and  of  all  others  within  six  months  from  the  passing 
of  this  act:  And  provided,  also.  That  the  said  banks, 
within  thirty  dayo  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
cease  to  pay  out  the  notes,  bills,  or  obligations  of 
any  corporation,  company,  or  individual,  which 
shall  not  redeem  the  same,  on  demand,  in  specie: 
And  provided,  further.  That  the  said  banks  shall 
forthwith  cease  to  receive  in  f&yment,  or  on  depo- 
site,  or  to  pay  out,  any  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  is- 
sued by  any  other  bank,  or  by  any  corporation, 
company,  or  individual,  of  a less  denomination  than 
five  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  An/,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of 
said  banks  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
specified  in  the  foregoing  section  of  this  act,  the 
charters  thereof  shall  be  revoked;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  for  liquidating  and  settling  the 
accounts  aid  affairs  thereof,  and  such  prosecutions 
shall  be  iistituted  by  the  district  attorney  of  this 
district,  fo  any  violation  of  their  obligations  to  the 
govern  inert  and  the  community,  as  the  facts  and 
the  law  aplicable  to  the  case  may  render  proper, 
beyond  wht  is  contained  in  the  provisions  of  their 
charters  arl  in  this  act:  Provided,  nevertheless.  That 
the  remedis  against  said  banks,  for  their  liabilities 
and  debts, (iven  in  their  charters,  shall  remain  in 
full  force  nd  effect  against  the  property,  money, 
credits,  an  effects  thereof,  in  the  hands  ofthecom- 
missionersippointed  to  liquidate  their  affairs. 

Sec.  3.  .nd,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the 
expiration  f thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  it  shal  be  unlawful  for  any  individual,  com- 
pany, or  ceporation,  to  issue,  pass,  or  to  offer  to 
pass,  withi  the  District  of  Columbia,  any  note, 
check,  draftbank  bill,  or  any  other  paper  currency, 
of  a less  deomination  than  five  dollars;  and  if  any 
person  or  ceporation  shall  violate  the  provisions  of 
this  section, he  person  so  offending,  or,  in  case  of 
any  corporaon  so  offending,  the  officers  of  any 
such  corporaon  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  liable 
to  indictmenty  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  within 
the  district  whre  the  offence  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted; and  th  person  so  offending,  or  the  officers 
of  the  corporatin  so  offending,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  finein  a sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars, 
at  the  discretic  of  the  court,  for  every  offence: 
one-half  of  said  he  shall  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor, 
the  other  half  sill  be  for  the  use  of  the  county 
where  the  offenoshall  have  been  committed;  and 
the  person  so  offqding,  and  the  officers  of  any  cor- 
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poration,  shall  also  be  liable  to  pay  the  amount  of 
any  note,  bill,  check,  draft,  or  other  paper  constitut- 
ing part  of  such  currency,  to  any  holder  thereof, 
with  all  costs  incident  to  the  protest  and  legal  col- 
lection thereof,  with  fifty  per  cent,  damages  for  non- 
payment on  demand,  to  be  recovered  by  action 
summarily  and  without  delay,  and  with  a right  of 
immediate  discovery  on  oath,  in  all  cases  where  the 
defendant  shall  deny  the  issuing,  or  passing,  or  at- 
tempting to  pass,  the  note,  bill,  check,  draft,  or 
other  paper  in  question;  and  in  case  of  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff,  execution  thereon  shall  be  had  forth- 
with; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attor- 
ney of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  commence  prose- 
cutions against  all  persons  and  every  corporation 
offending  against  this  section,  of  which  lie  shall 
have  knowledge  or  probable  information;  and,  in 
case  of  corporations,  the  prosecution  shall  be  against 
the  president,  or  any  director  or  cashier  thereof, 
for  the  time  being;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
grand  jurors  to  present  all  such  offences  of  which 
they  shall  have  knowledge  or  probable  information; 
and  that  no  member  of  a grand  jury  shall  be  igno- 
rant of  his  duty  in  this  particular,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  court  having  cognizance  of  all  offences 
against  this  section  to  give  the  same  in  charge  to 
the  grand  juries,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
term  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  Tha*  after  this  day  the  daily  meeting 
of  the  senate  shall  be  at  ten  o’clock,  instead  of 
twelve,  till  otherwise  ordered. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites  with  the  states. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  understood  that  this  day  the 
committee  on  finance  expected  to  make  % full  re- 
port on  the  subjects  which  had  been  referred  to 
them.  But  there  was  one  subject  most  interesting 
to  the  country,  on  which  they  had  not  reported  at 
all;  they  had  reported  no  bill  to  designate  the  kinds 
of  funds  in  which  the  public  dues  are  to  be  receiv- 
ed. As  Mr.  R.  had  understood  it  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  senate,  that  no  action  should  be  had  on 
any  measure  till  all  should  be  reported,  he  would 
now  move  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  committee  on  finance  had 
taken  up  the  message  of  the  president,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  had  given  them 
a full  consideration,  and  had  now  reported  all  the 
measures  which  they  proposed  to  report,  orwhich 
they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  report.  They  had 
considered  the  subject  mentioned  by  the  senator 
from  Virginia,  and  had  concluded  to  let  the  law  on 
that  subject  remain  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Rives  said,  that  not  having  an  opportunity  to 
know  the  views  of  the  committee,  he  had  taken  it 
for  granted  that  they  would  report  on  every  subject 
embraced  in  the  message  and  treasury  report,  both 
of  which,  he  believed,  had  suggested  that  it  ought 
to  be  determined  in  what  kinds  of  funds  the  revenue 
should  be  collected.  Tt  was  now  announced  by  the 
chairman  that  no  communication  from  the  commit- 
tee would  be  made  on  the  subject.  Mr.  R.  would 
therefore  proceed  on  the  assumption  that  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  leave  the  laws  on  that  subject  as 
they  now  are;  and,  that  being  the  esse,  and  Mr.  R. 
believing  that  all  the  measures  proposed  and  to  be 
proposed  would  have  a mutual  bparitg  and  depend- 
ence on  each  other;  and  believing  it  to  be  infinitely 
more  important  to  the.  country  that  what  congress 
should  do  should  be  well  done,  rather  than  done 
quickly,  Mr.  R.  moved  that  when  the  senate  ad- 
journed it  should  adjourn  to  meet  ot  Monday  next, 
that  all  the  bills  reported  on  the  subject  might  be 
examined,  compared,  and  carefully  considered  by 
members  before  the  senate  came  b act  on  them. 
Mr.  R.  said  it  was  as  inconvenient  for  him  to  re- 
main here,  as  it  would  be  for  any  ore;  but  whatever 
ttie  inconvenience,  he  preferred  thit  all  measures 
should  be  duly  and  amply  considers!. 

Mr.  Niles  adverted  to  the  fact  thft  they  were  now 
on  the  second  week  of  the  sessior,  which  wTas  ex- 
pected to  continue  but  a few  weefs  in  all,  and  they 
had  yet  made  no  progress.  He  ommended  highly 
the  diligence  and  expedition  of  tie  committee  oil 
finance,  and  he  had  heard  with  mich  surprise  a pro- 
position of  delay  in  the  senate  He  thought  it 
would  serve  still  more  to  unsetth  the  public  mind; 
and  he  could  not  answer  it  to  lis  constituents  to 
agree  to  any  delay. 

Mr.  Wright  said  it  was  but  ju  tice  to  himself  and 
the  committee  to  say,  that  it  ws  not  their  purpose 
to  press  any  measure  unkindly  unnecessarily,  or 
prematurely  upon  the  senate.  And  even  if  such 
had  been  their  disposition,  it  wa  not  in  their  power. 
But  Mr.  W.  had  been  requestei  by  the  members  of 
the  committee  to  say  that  the  comnittee  had  already 
reported  all  that  they  exppeted  t>  report  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  committee  had  had  fee  and  full  consul- 


tations with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
subjects  referred  to  in  the  message  and  the  report, 
and  had  now  submitted  to  the  senate  all  the  mea- 
sures which  it  appeared  to  them  proper  to  propose. 
The  facts  before  them  showed  a high  necessity  of 
speedy  action,  on  the  two  first  bills  at  least,  with 
which  the  latter  bills  had  no  intimate  connexion. 
Mr.  W.  would,  therefore,  ask  that  the  first  (the 
postponement  of  the  deposite)  bill  might  be  consi- 
dered this  morning,  and  to  this  effect  several  sena- 
tors had  expressed  to  him  their  wishes.  Under 
these  evidences  of  such  a disposition  in  the  body, 
no  one  could  suppose  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  any  de- 
sire unkindly  to  press  the  action  of  the  senate  on 
any  subject. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  did  not  attribute  any  unkind- 
ness to  the  senator.  He  knew  too  well  his  accus- 
tomed parliamentary  courtesy  to  suspect  him  of 
such  a disposition.  But  that  honorable  member, 
as  well  as  the  honorable  member  from  Connecticut, 
must  perceive,  that  there  were  other  members 
Wliooo  situation  was  materially  different  from  theirs. 
They  from  the  first  had  free  access  to  all  the  docu- 
ments on  the  subject,  and  the  advantage  of  free 
communication  with  the  head  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. But  such  was  not  the  case  with  all  the  mem- 
bers, and  it  was  not  so  with  himself.  He  and  others 
had  not  been  aware  of  the  character  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message,  till  it  was  communicated;  and  they 
had  not  prepared  themselves  to  act  on  an  assump- 
tion of  what  it  might  be.  Mr.  R.  therefore  now 
asked  the  privilege  of  time  to  consider  the  subject 
for  himself;  and  not  for  the  purpose,  as  had  been  in- 
timated by  the  senator  from  Connecticut,  of  private 
consultation.  Mr.  R.  was  determined  to  act  on  his 
own  responsibility,  without  private  consultation; 
and  if  there  had  been,  or  was  to  be,  any  such  con- 
sultation, it  was  not  by  him.  The  expectations  of 
the  constituents  of  the  senator  from  Connecticut 
were  different  from  those  of  Mr.  R.’s  constituents, 
that  they  should  merely  set  the  machine  of  govern- 
ment in  operation,  and  then  go  home.  Mr.  R.  was 
not  sent  here  for  the  relief  of  the  government  mere- 
ly, but  for  the  relief  of  the  people  first;  and  especi- 
ally Mr.  R.  did  not  wish  to  cast  the  slightest  re- 
proach on  the  committee  on  finance,  but  they  would 
permit  him  to  say  that  he  did  not  perceive  in  the 
measures  which  the  committee  had  proposed,  any 
thing  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  community. 
They  were  merely  convenient  for  the  government, 
and  were  so  far  important.  But  Mr.  R.  felt  bound  to 
his  constituents  to  provide  some  icmedy,  if  any 
could  be  found,  for  their  distresses,  and  those  of  the 
community  at  large;  and  there  was  one  which  Mr. 
R.  thought  very  obvious.  Restore  but  confidence 
through  the  country,  and  it  would  again  at  once  be 
erect  and  prosperous.  But  where  was  any  thing 
from  the  committee  that  could  have  any  such  ten- 
dency? 

Such  a measure  Mr.  R.  was  desirous  to  see;  and 
if  it  should  appear  from  no  other  quarter,  he  would 
take  it  upon  himself,  humble  as  he  was,  to  offer 
some  measure  having  a tendency  to  produce  that 
result,  and  relieve  the  distresses  of  his  bleeding 
country.  Gentlemen  had  compared  the  economy 
of  a short  session  with  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  But  Mr.  R.  thought  if  economy  alone 
were  to  be  considered,  it  would  be  more  economical 
and  save  the  mileage  of  a double  session,  to  hold 
but  one  session  instead  of  two,  and  to  go  at  once 
upon  the  general  business  of  the  nation.  Mr.  R. 
had  no  disposition  to  remain  here;  his  private  inte- 
rests demanded  that  he  should  be  at  home.  But  he 
would  sacrifice  every  such  interest,  and  every  per- 
sonal convenience  on  the  altarofhis  country.  Now, 
if  ever,  was  the  time  to  restore  confidence;  and  now, 
while  the  elements  of  national  relief  and  prosperity 
were  lying  dormant  before  them,  and  only  requiring 
the  breath  of  congress  to  put  them  in  action,  he 
called  upon  gentlemen  not  merely  to  think  of  pro- 
viding facility  for  the  operations  of  government,  but 
to  look  to  the  great  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  R.  believed  something  might  be  done  for  the 
good  of  the  community.  If  the  government  could 
do  harm,  it  could  also  do  good.  He  meant  no  re- 
proaches— all  governments  were  capable  of  doing 
harm,  as  well  as  good,  and  it  was  peculiarly  incum- 
bent on  ours,  at  the  present  crisis,  to  do  what  it 
could  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  power.  But  they  ought  not  to  act  on 
trust.  However  others  might  act,  Mr.  R.  could 
not  act,  to  his  satisfaction,  without  examination  by 
himself.  He  repeated,  that  he  deemed  it  infinitely 
more  important  for  them  to  act  well  than  hastily. 
He  might  not  be  so  happy  as  to  comprehend  these 
subjects  as  readily  as  others;  but  he  deeply  felt  their 
importance,  both  to  the  present  welfare,  and  to  all 
the  future  destinies  of  the  country. 

Whether  the  session  should  be  long  or  short; 
whether  continued  to  the  next  or  not;  depended  on 
the  wisdom  and  responsibility  of  congress.  But  if 


these  great  and  important  subjects  could  not  be  well 
and  deliberately  disposed  of  before  the  first  of  De- 
cember, Mr.  R.  would,  by  all  means,  remain;  and 
he  felt  now  ready  to  take  the  oath  of  the  members 
of  the  French  convention,  not  to  disperse  till  the 
country  should  be  relieved.  As  yet,  Mr.  R.  had 
not  seen  one  measure  proposed  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  understood  to  say  that  no  one 
was  more  deeply  impressed,  than  he,  with  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger  of  the  present  emergency.  Of 
the  many  difficult  scenes  through  which  the  country 
had  passed  in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  this  was 
by  far  the  most  difficult.  Seeing  and  believing  this, 
Mr.  C.  was  here  to  do  his  duty,  regardless  of  all 
other  considerations.  He  made  a lew  more  remarks, 
as  to  the  remedies  proposed,  and  those  which  it  is 
best  to  adopt;  the  most  significant  and  important 
parts  of  which  were  utterea  too  low  to  be  distinctly 
heard  by  the  reporter.  He  urged  with  much  earn- 
estness the  importance  of  acting  with  promptitude 
and  boldness. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  felt  himself  bound,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  pledge,  to  give  as  early  an  opportuni- 
ty of  considering  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
committee  on  finance  as  was  consistent  with  consi- 
derate legislative  deliberation.  That  which  go- 
verned him  in  this  case,  to  a great  degree,  was  the 
apprehension  which  he  felt,  (perhaps  it  might  be 
erroneous  and  unfounded,)  that  no  measures  were 
likely  to  be  offered  to  congress,  under  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  message  or  treasury  report,  which 
would  meet  with  his  approbation. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Webster  was  as  ready  as 
the  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives,)  to  stay  here 
till  May  next,  if  necessary;  but  whatever  procrasti- 
nation was  indulged  in  here,  was  a protraction  of 
the  evil  oppressing  the  country.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  senator  tiom  Virginia  would  agree  to  con- 
sent that  the  measure  first  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee be  now  brought  before  the  senate,  and  be  now 
examined,  because  there  are  other  measures  depend- 
ent upon  it.  The  first  step,  as  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  the  most  proper  to  be  decided  upon  was, 
whether  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment 
should  be  postponed,  because  the  period  was  now 
near  at  hand  when  this  instalment  was  to  have  been 
paid.  This  question  ought  to  be  settled  one  way 
or  the  other.  They  were  bound,  in  consideration 
of  the  great  suffering  and  distress  now  oppressing 
the  country,  to  make  trial  of  some  measures. 

Mr.  Rives  said,  that  as  it  appeared  to  him  there 
was  a disposition  in  the  senate  to  take  up  this  bill, 
and  as  he  understood  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Webster)  felt  a personal  interest  in  its 
immediate  consideration — intending  to  deliver  his 
sentiments  on  it  to-day — he  (Mr.  R.)  would  with- 
draw' his  motion.  It  was,  however,  his  decided 
opinion  that  the  action  demanded  of  them  on  all 
these  measures  was  not  simply  and  merely  to  put 
the  government  in  motion  again,  but  to  provide  ef- 
fectual and  immediate  relief  for  the  people  in  pre- 
ference to  affording  aid,  in  the  first  place,  to  govern- 
ment. This  object  he  (Mr.  R.)  thought  not  very 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  taking  up  this  bill — but, 
in  compliance  with  the  general  opinion  of  the  sen- 
ate, he  should  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  said  that  the  importance 
of  the  present  crisis,  and  the  urgency  of  this  occa- 
sion was  such  as  to  lead  him  earnestly  to  desire 
that  some  measures  of  adequate  relief  might  come 
from  the  quarter  which  alone  had  the  pow:er  to  ef- 
fect any  thing,  by  the  majority  it  commanded. 
Much  as  I differ  from  them,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I w’ould 
be  glad  to  accept  any  measure  of  substantial  relief 
which  they  might  bring  forward.  I think,  sir,  I 
see  such  a necessity  for  relief  as  never  before,  with- 
in my  recollection,  has  existed  in  this  country,  and 
I regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  president,  in  his  message  to  congress, 
and  reiterated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  regard  one  object, 
and  are,  in  their  tendency,  only  directed  to  one 
branch  of  partial  relief.  The  evils,  however,  un- 
der which  the  community  now'  suffers,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  though  related,  and  of  the  same  family,  are  yet 
capable  of  distinct  consideration.  In  the  first  place, 
there  are  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  arising  from  the 
stoppage  of  payments  and  the  falling  off  of  the  re- 
venue. This  is  an  exigency  requiring  the  con- 
sideration of  congress;  it  is  an  evil  threatening 
to  suspend  the  functions  of  at  least  one  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  unless  it  be  reme- 
died. Another,  and  a greater  evil  is,  the  prostra- 
tion of  credit,  the  interruption  brought  upon  all 
business  transactions,  arising  from  the  suspension 
of  all  the  local  banks  throughout  the  country, 
with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions.  Hence 
has  proceeded  a prostration  of  the  local  currency, 
and  a serious  obstruction  and  difficulty  thrown  in 
the  way  of  buying  and  sellirg-  A third  want  is, 
the  want  of  an  accredited  paper  meuium,  equal  tQ 
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specie,  having  equal  credit  over  all  parts  of  the 
country,  capable  of  serving  for  the  payment  of 
debts  and  carrying  on  the  internal  business  of  the 
country  throughout  and  between  the  different  and 
distant  sections  of  this  great  union.  These  three 
evils,  though  they  are  coexistent  and  cognate  in 
their  being,  cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of 
relief;  if  relief  is  given  to  the  one,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  you  will  relieve  the  others;  if  you  replen- 
ish the  treasury,  and  thus  bring  a remedy  to  that 
evil,  this  brings  no  relief  to  the  disordered  currency. 
And  again:  if  the  local  currency  is  relieved,  it  does 
not  supply  the  other  want,  namely,  that  of  a uni- 
versally accredited  medium. 

It  has,  no  doubt,  struck  the  country  generally 
that  the  most  important  objection  to  the  message 
is,  that  it  says  nothing  about  relief  to  the  country, 
directly  and  mainly;  the  whole  amount  of  the  pro- 
position it  contains  relates  to  the  government  it- 
self; the  interest  of  the  community  is  treated  as 
collateral,  incidental,  and  contingent.  So  in  the 
communication  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  state  of  the  currency,  the  condition  in 
which  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  country  now 
are,  is  not  looked  at  as  a prominent  and  material 
object.  The  secretary’s  report,  as  well  as  the  mes- 
sage itself,  exclusively  regards  the  interest  of  the 
government,  forgetting,  or  passing  by  the  people. 
The  outpourings  of  the  secretary,  which  are  very 
considerable  in  quantity,  are  under  seven  heads,  the 
exact  number  of  the  seven  vials  of  which  we  read; 
but  the  contents  of  none  of  these  is  concocted  or 
prepared  in  reference  to  the  benefit  of  the  commu- 
nity; all  the  medicine  is  intended  for  the  govern- 
ment treasury,  and  there  is  none  for  the  sickness 
and  disease  of  society,  except  collaterally,  remote- 
ly, and  by-the-by.  It  is,  however,  to  the  credit  of 
the  president  that  he  has  given,  in  an  unequivocal 
and  intelligible  manner,  his  reasons  for  not  recom- 
mending a plan  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  and 
they  are  that,  according  to  his  view,  it  is  not  with- 
in the  constitutional  province  of  government.  I 
confess  (said  Mr.  W.)  this  declaration  is  to  me 
quite  astounding,  and  I cannot  but  think  that,  when 
it  comes  to  be  considered,  it  will  produce  a shock 
upon  the  whole  country.  This  avow'ed  disregard 
of  the  public  distress,  upon  the  ground  of  alleged 
want  of  power;  this  exclusive  concern  for  the  inter- 
est of  government  and  revenue;  this  broad  line  of 
distinction  now,  for  the  first  time,  drawn  between 
the  interests  of  the  government  and  the  interests  of 
the  people,  must  certainly  present  a new  era  in  our 
politics.  For  one,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I consider  go- 
vernment as  but  a mere  agency;  it  acts  not  for 
itself,  but  for  the  country;  the  whole  end  and  de- 
sign of  its  being  is  to  promote  the  general  interests 
of  the  community.  Peculiar  interests,  selfish  in- 
terests, exclusive  regard  for  itself,  are  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  objects  of  its  institution,  and 
convert  it  from  its  true  character  as  an  agency  for 
the  people,  into  a separate  dominant  power,  with 
purposes  and  objects  exclusively  its  own. 

Holding,  Mr.  President,  opinions  on  this  subject, 
and  being  prepared  to  stand  by  and  maintain  them, 

I am  certainly  rejoiced  at  the  clear  shape  which  the 
question  has  at  last  assumed.  Now,  he  that  runs 
may  read;  there  are  none  but  can  see  what  the 
question  is:  is  there  any  duty  incumbent  on  this 
government  to  superintend  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country?  has  it  any  thing  to  do  beyond  the  re- 
gulation of  the  gold  and  silver  coin?  In  that  state 
of  mixed  currency  which  existed  when  the  consti- 
tution was  formed,  and  which  has  existed  ever 
since,  is  it  or  is  it  not  a part  of  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  exercise  a supervisory  care  and  con- 
cern over  that  which  constitutes  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  that  currency? 

In  other  words,  may  this  government  abandon  to 
the  states  and  to  the  local  banks,  without  control  or 
supervision,  the  unrestrained  issue  of  paper  for  cir- 
culation, without  any  attempt  on  its  part  to  estab- 
lish a paper  medium  which  shall  be  equivalent  to 
specie,  and  universally  accredited  all  over  the  coun- 
try? Or,  Mr.  President,  to  put  the  question  in  still 
other  words,  since  this  government  has  the  regu- 
lation of  trade,  not  only  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  states,  but  between  the  several  states 
themselves,  has  it  nevertheless  no  power  over  that 
which  is  the  most  important  and  essential  agent  or 
instrument  of  trade,  the  actual  circulating  medium? 
Now,  Mr.  President,  on  these  questions,  as  already 
said,  I entertain  sentiments  wholly  different  from 
those  which  the  message  expresses. 

It  i3,  (said  Mr.  W.),  in  my  view,  an  imperative 
duty  imposed  upon  this  government  by  the  consti- 
tution, to  exercise  a supervisory  care  and  control 
over  all  that  is  in  the  country  assuming  the  nature 
of  a currency,  whether  it  be  metal  or  whether  it  be 
paper;  all  the  coinage  of  the  country  is  placed  in 
the  power  of  the  federal  government;  no  state,  by 
its  stamp,  can  give  value  to  a brass  farthing.  The 


power  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  or  Indian  nations,  and 
also  between  the  respective  states  themselves,  is 
expressly  conferred  by  the  constitution  upon  the 
general  government.  Now,  it  is  clear  that  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  commerce  between  the  states  carries 
w’ith  it,  not  impliedly,  but  necessarily  and  directly, 
a full  power  of  regulating  the  essential  element  ot 
commerce,  viz:  the  currency  of  the  country,  the 
money,  which  constitutes  the  life  and  soul  of  com- 
merce. We  live  in  an  age  when  paper  money  is 
an  essential  element  in  all  trade  between  the  states; 
its  use  is  inseparably  connected  with  all  commer- 
cial transactions.  That  it  is  so,  is  now  evident, 
since  by  the  suspension  of  those  institutions  from 
which  this  kind  of  money  emanates,  all  business 
is  comparatively  at  a stand.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  what  I maintain  is  simply  this,  that  it  surely 
is  the  duty  of  some  body  to  take  care  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country;  it  is  a duty  imposed  upon 
some  pow’er  in  this  country,  as  is  done  in  every 
other  civilized  nation  in  the  world. 

I repeat,  sir,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  some  govern- 
ment or  other  to  supervise  the  currency.  Surely 
if  we  have  a paper  medium  in  the  country,  it  ought 
only  to  exist  under  the  sanction  and  supervision  of 
the  government  of  the  country.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
general  government  does  not  exercise  this  supervi- 
sion, who  else,  I should  like  to  know,  is  to  do  it? 
Who  supposes  that  it  belongs  to  any  of  the  state 
governments,  for  example,  to  provide  for  or  regu- 
late the  currency  between  New  Orleans  and  New 
York? 

The  idea  has  been  thrown  out  that  it  is  not  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  make  provision  tor  do- 
mestic exchanges,  and  the  practice  of  other  go- 
vernments has  been  referred  to;  but,  I think,  in  this 
particular  a great  mistake  has  been  committed.  It 
is  certainly  far  otherwise  in  England:  she  provides 
for  them  most  admirably,  though  by  means  not  per- 
haps altogether  in  our  power:  she  and  other  nations, 
however,  provide  for  them,  and  it  is  plain  and  ob- 
vious that  if  we  are  to  have  a paper  medium  6f 
general  credit  in  this  country,  it  must  be  under  the 
sanction  and  supervision  of  the  government.  Such 
a currency  is  itself  a proper  provision  for  exchanges. 
If  there  be  a paper  medium  always  equivalent  to 
coin,  and  of  equal  credit  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, this  itself  becomes  a most  important  instru- 
ment of  exchange.  Currency  and  exchange  thus 
become  united;  in  providing  for  one,  government 
provides  for  the  other.  If  the  government  will  do 
its  duty  on  the  great  subject  of  the  currency,  the 
mercantile  and  industrious  classes  will  feel  the 
benefit  through  all  the  operations  of  exchange 
No  doubt  some  modes  of  establishing  such  a cur- 
rency may  be  more  favorable  to  exchange  than 
others;  but  by  whatever  mode  established,  such  a 
currency  must  be  useful  to  a great  extent.  The 
question,  therefore,  comes  to  this,  whether  we  are 
to  have  such  a medium.  I understand  there  are 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  all  paper  money, 
who  would  have  no  medium  whatever  in  circulation 
but  gold  and  silver;  now  this,  at  all  events,  is  an 
intelligible  proposition;  but  as  to  those  who  say 
that  there  may  be  a paper  medium,  and  yet  that 
there  shall  be  no  such  medium  universally  receiva 
ble,  and  of  general  credit,  however  honest  the  pur 
poses  of  such  gentlemen  may  be,  I cannot  perceive 
the  sanity  of  such  views;  I cannot  comprehend  the 
utility  of  their  intentions;  I can  have  no  faith,  sir, 
in  any  such  systems.  Now  I would  ask  this  plain 
question,  whether  any  one  imagines  that  all  the 
duty  of  government,  in  respect  to  the  currency,  is 
comprised  in  merely  taking  care  that  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  be  not  debased?  If  this  be  all  its  duty, 
that  duty  is  performed,  for  there  is  no  debasement 
of  them,  they  are  good  and  sound;  if  this  is  all  the 
duty  of  government,  it  has  done  its  duty;  but  if 
government  is  bound  to  regulate  commerce  and 
trade,  and,  consequently,  to  exercise  oversight  and 
care  over  that  which  is  the  essential  element  of  all 
the  transactions  of  commerce,  then  government  has 
done  nothing. 

I shall  not,  however,  (said  Mr.  W.)  enter  into 
this  question  to-day,  nor  perhaps  on  any  early  oc- 
casion; my  opinions  upon  it  are  all  well  known,  and 
I leave  it  with  great  Confidence  to  the  judgment  of 
the  country,  only  expressing  my  strong  conviction 
that  until  the  people  do  make  up  their  minds,  and 
cause  the  result  of  their  conclusions  to  be  carried 
into  effect  by  their  representatives,  there  will  be 
nothing  but  agitation  and  uncertainty,  confusion 
and  distress,  in  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the 
country. 

I shall  now  (continued  Mr.  W.)  confine  myself 
to  a few  remarks  on  the  bill  before  us,  and  not  de- 
tain the  senate  longer  than  will  be  strictly  necessa- 
ry to  give  a plain  statement  of  my  opinion. 

This  measure  is  proposed  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  the  government.  I agree  that  this  is 


a necessary  object,  but  the  question  is  whether  this 
bill  is  the  proper  mode  of  making  such  a provision. 

I do  not  think  it  is,  though  others  may  think  differ- 
ently: if  this  is  indeed  the  best  mode,  I should  wish 
to  see  it  carried  into  execution,  for  relief  is  wanted, 
both  by  the  treasury  and  by  the  country — but  first 
and  chiefly  by  the  country. 

I do  not  say  that  by  the  Jaw  providing  for  this 
deposite,  the  states  have  any  fixed  right  to  it;  I 
prefer  to  put  the  matter  entirely  on  the  looting  of 
convenience  and  expediency;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered what  expectations  have  been  raised — that 
this  money  has  even  been  already  disposed  of  in 
advance  by  the  several  states  for  different  purposes, 
such  as  internal  improvements,  education,  and  other 
great  objects — it  becomes  a question  of  expediency 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  treasury  by  other  means. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance  in  my 
view  is  this:  There  f.re  already  many  disturbing 
causes  in  operation,  agitating  the  tiansactions  of 
society  in  an  the  various  ramifications  of  business 
and  commerce.  Now,  I would  ask,  sir,  is  it  ad- 
visable, is  it  wise,  is  it  even  politic,  to  introduce,  at 
such  a time  as  this,  another  great  disturbing  cause, 
producing  a reversed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of 
this  money,  overthrowing  contracts  now  entered 
into,  disappointing  expectations  raised,  disturbing, 
unsettling,  and  deranging  still  more  the  already  de- 
ranged business  transactions  of  the  whole  country? 
I would  ask,  is  it  worth  while  t%do  this?  I think 
not. 

We  are  to  consider  that  this  money,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  is  to  go  equally 
among  all  the  states,  and  among  all  the  people;  and 
the  wants  of  the  treasury  must  be  supplied,  if  sup- 
plies be  necessary,  equally  by  all  the  people.  It  is 
not  a quqgtion,  therefore,  whether  some  shall  have 
money  and  others  shall  make  good  the  deficiency? 
All  partake  in  the  distribution,  and  all  will  contri- 
bute to  the  supply.  So  that  it  is  a mere  question 
of  convenience,  and  in  my  opinion,  it  is  decidedly 
most  convenient  on  all  accounts  that  this  instal- 
ment should  follow’  its  present  destination,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  treasury  be  provided  for  by  other 
means. 

Again,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it?  It  is  mere 
bruium  fulmen;  of  itself  it  will  not  produce  any 
good  if  you  do  pass  it.  All  admit  there  is  no  mo- 
ney, therefore  the  bill  will  give  no  relief  to  the 
treasury.  This  bill,  Mr.  President,  will  not  pro- 
duce to  the  secretary  one  dollar;  he  acknowledges 
himself  that  at  all  events  it  will  not  produce  him 
many,  for  he  says  he  wants  ether  .aid,  and  he  has 
applied  to  congress  for  an  issue  of  some  millions  in 
treasury  notes.  He  gets  the  money,  therefore,  just 
as  well  without  this  bill  as  with  it;  the  bill  itself, 
then,  is  unnecessary,  depriving  the  stales  of  a sum 
which  the  secretary  cannot  avail  himself  of,  and 
which  sum,  notwithstanding  this  bill,  he  proposes 
to  supply  by  an  issue  of  government  notes. 

He  calls  1 his  collateral  aid  to  the  measure  of  post- 
ponement; but  this  evidently  reverses  the  order  of 
things,  for  the  treasury  notes  are  his  main  reliance; 
to  them  only  he  looks  for  immediate  relief,  and  this 
instalment  new  to  be  withheld  is  (as  a productive 
source  of  revenue)  only  subsequent  and  collateral 
to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 

But  now',  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the  secre- 
tary propose  1t>  issue?  He  proposes,  sir,  to  issue 
treasury  notes  of  small  denominations,  down  even 
as  low  as  tweiity  dollars,  not  bearing  interest,  and 
redeemable  at  no  fixed  period;  they  are  to  be  receiv- 
ed in  debts  dm  to  government,  but  are  not  other- 
wise to  be  paid  until  at  some  indefinite  time  there 
shall  be  a certlin  surplus  in  the  treasury  beyond 
what  the  secretary  may  think  its  wants  require. 
Now,  sir,  this  ip  plain,  authentic,  statutable  paper 
money’;  it  is  exactly  a new  emission  of  old  conti- 
nental. If  the  jenins  of  the  old  confederation  W’cre 
now  to  rise  up  ki  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not  fur- 
nish us,  from  tiff  abundant  stores  of  his  recollection, 
wilh  a more  perfect  model  of  paper  money.  It 
carries  no  interest,  it  has  no  fixed  time  of  payment, 
it  is  to  circulate  is  currency',  and  it  is  to  circulate 
on  the  credit  of  government  alone,  with  no  fixed 
period  of  redemption!  If  this  be  not  paper  money, 
pray,  sir,  what  is  at?  And,  sir,  who  expected  this? 
Who  expected  thai  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  EXPER- 
IMENT FOR  REFORMING  THE  CURREN- 
CY, and  bringing  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  silver 
circulation,  the  treasury  department  would  be  found 
recommending  to  is  a regular  emission  of  PAPER 
MONEY?  This,  sir,  is  quite  new’  in  the  history  of 
this  government;  iibelongs  to  that  of  the  confede- 
ration which  has  pissed  away. 

Since  17S9,  althojgh  we  had  issued  treasury  notes 
on  sundry'  occasion!,  we  had  issued  none  like  these; 
that  is  to  say,  we  hive  issued  none  not  bearing  in- 
terest, intended  for)  circulation,  and  with  no  fixed 
mode  of  redemptidi.  I am  glad,  however,  Mr. 
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president,  that  the  committee  have  not  adopted  the 
secretary’s  recommendation,  and  that  they  have  re- 
commended the  issue  of  treasury  notes  of  a descrip- 
tion more  conformable  to  the  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I think,  (said  Mr.  W.)  there  are  ways  by  which 
the  deposites  with  the  states  might  be  paid  by  the 
funds  in  the  banks;  there  are  large  sums  on  depo- 
posite  in  some  of  the  states,  and  an  arrangement 
might  be  made  for  the  states  to  receive  the  notes  of 
their  own  banks  in  payment  of  this  instalment, 
while  the  treasury  is  at  the  same  time  relieved  by 
its  own  measure,  and  all  the  inconvenience,  disap- 
pointment, and  disturbance  which  this  bill  will  ne- 
cessarily create,  would  be  avoided.  At  any  rate, 
the  payment  of  this  deposite  could  do  no  more  than 
in  some  measure  to  increase  the  amount  of  trea- 
sury notes  necessary  to  be  issued;  it  is  a question  of 
quantity  merely.  Much  of  the  instalment,  I be- 
lieve, might  be  paid  by  judicious  arrangements,  out 
of  those  funds  now  in  the  banks,  which  the  secreta- 
ry cannot  use  for  other  purposes,  so  that  the  whole 
might  be  provided  for,  by  no  great  augmentation 
of  the  proposed  amount  of  treasury  notes.  I am, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  this  instalment  should  not 
be  withheld:  1st.  Because  the  withholding  of  it  will 
produce  great  inconvenience  to  the  states  and  to 
the  people.  2d.  Because  provision  may  be  made 
for  paying  it  without  any  large  addition  to  the  sum 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise,  and  which,  at  all 
events,  must  be  raised  for  the  use  of  the  treasury. 

In  relation  to  the  general  subjects  of  the  message, 
there  is  one  thing  which  I intended  to  have  said, 
but  have  omitted;  it  is  this.  We  have  seen  the  de- 
claration of  the  president,  in  which  he  says  that  he 
refrains  from  suggesting  any  specific  plan  for  the 
regulation  of  the  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  for 
relieving  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  for  inter- 
fering with  the  ordinary  operation  of  foreign  or  do- 
mestic commerce;  and  that  he  does  this  from  a con- 
viction that  such  measures  are  not  within  the  con- 
stitutional province  of  the  general  government;  and 
yet  he  has  made  a recommendation  to  congress 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  very  remarkable,  and  it  is 
of  a measure  which  he  thinks  may  prove  a salutary 
remedy  against  a depreciated  paper  currency.  This 
measure  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a bankrupt 
law  against  corporations  and  other  bankers. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  certainly  true  that  the 
constitution  authorizes  congress  to  establish  uni- 
form rules  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies;  but  it  is 
equally  true,  and  abundantly  manifest,  that  this 
power  was  not  granted  with  any  reference  to  curren- 
cy questions.  It  is  a general  power — a power  to 
make  uniform  rules  on  the  subject.  How  is  it  possi- 
ble that  such  a power  can  be  fairly  exercised  by 
seizing  on  corporations  and  bankers,  but  excluding 
all  the  other  usual  subjects  of  bankrupt  laws?  Be- 
sides, do  such  laws  ordinarily  extend  to  corpora- 
tions at  all?  But  suppose  they  might  be  so  exten- 
ded, by  a bankrupt  law  enacted  for  the  usual 
purposes  contemplated  by  such  laws,  how  can  a 
law  be  defended  which  embraces  them  and  bankers 
alone?  I should  like  to  hear  what  the  learned  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  judiciary  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  is  referred,  has  to  say  upon  it. 

How  does  the  president’s  suggestion  conform  to 
his  notions  of  the  constitution?  The  object  of  bank- 
rupt laws,  sir,  has  no  relation  to  currency.  It  is 
simply  to  distribute  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtors 
among  their  creditors:  and  I must  say,  it  strikes  me 
that  it  would  be  a great  perversion  of  the  power 
conferred  on  congress,  to  exercise  it  upon  corpora- 
tions and  bankers,  with  the  leading  and  primary 
object  of  remedying  a depreciated  paper  currency. 

And  this  appears  the  more  extraordinary,  inas- 
much as  the  president  is  of  opinion  that  the  general 
subject  of  the  currency  is  not  within  our  province. 
Bankruptcy,  in  its  common  and  just  meaning,  is 
within  our  province.  Currency,  says  the  message, 
is  not.  But  we  have  a bankruptcy  power  in  the 
constitution,  and  we  will  use  this  power,  not  for 
bankruptcy,  indeed,  but  for  currency.  This,  I con- 
fess, sir,  appears  to  me  to  be  the  short  statement  ol 
the  matter.  I would  not  do  the  message,  or  its  au- 
thor, any  intentional  injustice,  nor  create  any  appa- 
rent where  there  was  not  a real  inconsistency;  but  I 
declare,  in  all  sincerity,  that  I cannot  nconcile  the 
proposed  use  of  the  bankrupt  power  with  those 
opinions  of  the  message  which  respect 'he  authority 
of  congress  over  the  currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  should  confine  thefevv  remarks 
which  he  should  make,  to  the  bill  before  them,  and 
in  reply  to  the  senator  from  Massachusetts.  The 
committee  had  discovered  that  some  proper  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  creditors;  and  the  views  of  tie  committee 
on  this  point  were  embraced  in  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble. Of  the  transfer  to  the  states,  nineand  a quarter 
millions  were  to  be  paid  by  the  1st  ofOctober  next. 
But  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  informed  con- 


gress that  he  should  take  no  steps  for  this  purpose 
till  congress  should  act  on  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion now  was,  what  was  the  ability  of  the  treasury 
to  meet  this  and  other  demands;  and  what  was  the 
duty,  and  what  was  wise  in  the  case  for  congress  to 
do?  The  committee  on  finance  thought  it  wise, 
and  thought  it  their  duty  to  propose  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  states.  The 
reasons  for  it,  in  the  view  of  Mr.  W.  were,  that  the 
law  requiring  the  transfer  was,  on  the  lace  of  it, 
and  no  doubt  it  was  intended  to  be  the  spirit  of  the 
law,  that  it  should  be  a measure  providing  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  that  only. 
That  the  time  had  now  arrived  that  the  United 
States  had  no  money  to  keep,  and  no  money  which 
was  not  more  than  required  for  the  necessary  pub- 
lic expenditures.  Mr.  W.  would  therefore  correct 
the  supposition  of  the  senator  from  Massachusetts, 
that  there  were  still  public  funds  to  make  this  trans- 
fer, and  that  the  only  difficulty  was  to  render  exist- 
ing means  available.  Mr.  W.  understood  the  mat- 
ter otherwise.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  in 
his  report  had  stated,  that  on  the  28th  of  August  last 
there  was  only  $8,100,000  in  the  treasury  subject  to 
draft,  exclusive  of  the  money  already  deposited  with 
the  states;  and  that  amount  of  all  in  the  treasury 
would  be  so  reduced  by  payments  in  the  month  of 
September,  that  there  would  not  be  money  enough 
to  pay  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  the  states.  The  question,  therefore,  re- 
turned, whether  the  committee  should  recommend 
that  the  government  should  borrow  money  to  be 
transferred  to  the  states  for  safe  keeping? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  not  been  insensible  to  the 
inconvenience  which  must  result  from  withholding 
the  fourth  instalment.  In  his  own  state  the  matter 
had  been  so  arranged,  that  if  it  was  not  received 
from  the  United  States,  it  must  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  state.  This  circumstance  made 
Mr.  W.’s  situation  very  delicate.  But  he  regarded 
his  duty  as  paramount,  and  he  did  not  think  it  his 
duty  to  borrow  money  by  the  government  to  give 
over  for  safe  keeping  with  the  states.  And  as  to 
the  prospective  means  of  the  government,  it  was 
known  that  a portion  of  the  small  amount  of  money 
in  the  treasury  was  unavailable;  and  indulgence  in 
time  was  necessary  even  to  make  such  funds  eventu- 
ally secure.  The  committee  in  another  bill  had  stated 
what  indulgence  they  deemed  requisite.  Again,  it 
was  important  and  for  the  interest  of  the  commu- 
nity to  grant  indulgence  on  revenue  bonds  now  ex- 
isting, and  for  the  future  portion  of  the  year;  and 
the  committee  had  recommended  the  shortest  pe- 
riods of  indulgence  which  they  supposed  consistent 
with  the  public  good.  But  if  money  must  be  bor- 
rowed, the  only  question  was  how  much  should  be 
the  amount.  Mr.  W.  was  notin  favor  of  borrowing 
for  the  states.  It  was  not  for  the  payment  of  a debt, 
but  merely  a transfer  to  be  kept  safe;  and  he  did 
not  regard  this  as  a legitimate  purpose  for  borrow- 
ing money. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  W.  said, 
had  remarked  with  some  asperity  and  surprise  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  issuing  notes  not  bearing  interest.  But  the 
committee  had  differed  from  the  secretary  on  this 
point,  and  had  provided  for  allowing  interest  till 
there  should  be  means  to  redeem  the  notes.  The 
senator,  however,  was  mistaken  in  regarding  this  as 
a new  currency  under  the  constitution.  The  sec- 
retary was  entirely  supported  in  recommending  it 
by  an  act  of  congress  in  1815,  which  authorized  the 
issuing  of  treasury  notes.  (Mr.  W.  here  read  a 
portion  of  the  act,  which  provided  that  treasury 
notes  should  be  issued,  as  the  president  should  from 
time  to  time  direct,  notes  for  less  than  $100  being 
payable  to  the  bearer,  without  interest;  but  for  $100 
or  more,  payable  to  order,  bearing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5§  per  cent.,  or  otherwise  to  the  bearer 
without  interest.)  These  notes,  Mr.  W.  said,  were 
authorized  either  with  or  without  interest,  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  to  the  department,  which 
would  issue  them  as  long  as  practicable  without  in- 
terest, and  allow  interest  when  it  should  become 
necessary  to  the  currency  of  the  notes. 

The  senator  had  supposed  that  the  message  of 
the  president  was  inconsistent  and  contradictory  in 
saying  that  he  refrained  from  recommending  any 
mere  reference  to  the  currency  and  exchanges  of 
the  country,  because  he  thought  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  congress  to  act  for  such  a purpose;  and  at 
then  recommending  the  passage  of  a law  of  bank- 
ruptcy. But  the  constitution  did  expressly  author- 
ize the  passage  of  a general  bankrupt  law;  and  there- 
fore the  president  was  not  inconsistent  in  recom- 
mending this,  while  he  refrained  from  other  financial 
matters  which  were  not  authorized.  He  was  guilty 
of  no  inconsistency. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  in  reply,  if  the  act  of  1815  au- 
thorized the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,  no  circulation 
was  ever  made  of  such  notes  as  the  secretary  now 


recommends.  All  treasury  notes  went  on  the  ground 
of  a temporary  loan  to  the  government,  to  be  paid 
or  funded  as  soon  as  the  treasury  would  allow. 

The  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  had 
said  that  the  question  before  the  senate  was  a simple 
proposition,  whether  they  should  borrow  money  to 
be  safely  kept  with  the  states?  By  him,  and  by  others, 
it  had  also  been  represented  as  a question,  whether 
they  should  borrow  money  to  give  away?  Nobody, 
Mr.  W.  thought,  would  borrow  money  merely  to 
give  away,  or  deposite  for  safe-keeping.  But  he 
would  put  it  to  the  honorable  member,  if  any  gov- 
ernment had  made  a contract,  or  excited  an  expec- 
tation, that  a deposite  would  be  made,  and  the  other 
party  had  acted  on  the  faith  of  this  assurance,  and 
had  nearly  completed  their  arrangements,  whether 
it  ought  not  to  supply  the  means,  even  if  it  did  not 
at  the  time,  possess  them?  And  suppose  it  was  the 
promise  of  a gift,  instead  of  a deposite,  might  it 
not  be  found  more  just  to  borrow,  than  to  defeat  the 
expectation  on  which  the  other  party  had  acted? 
What  was  the  object  of  this  bill?  It  was  not  to  re- 
peal, but  to  postpone  what  was  hereafter  to  be  ful- 
filled. Such  being  the  case,  it  was  doubtful  whether 
it  could  ever  be  transferred  to  the  states  with  more 
convenience  than  it  could  now  from  the  banks. 

During  the  late  war  there  w'as  great  want  of  mo- 
ney, and  a great  disposition  to  use  treasury  notes, 
and  pass  them  as  a medium  of  payment  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  But  in  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments of  a foreign  war,  things  were  done,  which,  in 
a day  of  peace  and  abundance,  we  should  be  slow 
to  do.  And  one  thing  which  we  should  be  slow  to 
do  was,  to  propose  by  law  that  we  should  pay  the 
public  creditors  any  thing  less  in  value  than  gold 
and  silver,  on  the  condition  that  the  creditors  would 
voluntarily  take  it.  The  secretary  had  said  that  the 
protested  checks  now  in  circulation  were  only  a 
little  depreciated  below  the  value  of  specie,  and 
argues  that  these  notes  will  be  as  good  at  least  as 
the  protested  checks.  But  suppose  these  notes 
should  be  depreciated  only  a little  below  the  value 
of  silver,  was  it  proposed  that  they  should  be  offer- 
ed to  the  public  creditors,  if  they  would  receive 
them?  What  was  meant  when  it  was  said  that  the 
officers  of  the  government  may  pay  its  creditors  in 
treasury  notes,  if  they  wdll  voluntarily  receive  them? 
What  was  the  alternative?  Were  the  gold  and  silver 
held  in  one  hand,  and  the  treasury  notes  in  the 
other?  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a sort  of  forced  pay- 
ment, not  as  good  as  was  required  by  law.  All 
knew  there  was  no  choice.  The  men  who  labored 
in  the  streets  of  this  city,  on  the  public  works,  or 
who  furnished  the  bricks  and  stones,  would  come 
for  their  pay,  and  they  would  be  offered  treasury- 
notes,  and  asked  if  they  were  willing  to  take  them. 
But  would  there  be  gold  and  silver  in  the  other 
hand?  No;  nothing  but  the  treasury  notes,  and  they 
would  be  asked  if  they  were  willing  to  take  them; 
and  then,  if  they  should  take  them,  that  is  called 
voluntary  reception. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  in  such  a case  the  only 
choice  is  between  treasury  notes,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  something  worse,  or  nothing  at  all,  on  the  other. 
No  man  can  be  supposed  to  receive  voluntarily  any 
thing  of  less  value  than  that  which  he  is  legally 
entitled  to.  The  reception  of  such  inferior  medium 
is  always  the  result  of  force  or  necessity,  either 
greater  or  smaller.  Neither  the  juslice  nor  the  dig- 
nity of  the  government  could  ever  allow  of  such  a 
course.  If  treasury  notes  were  offered  to  the  public 
creditor,  there  ought  to  be  an  actual  choice  offered 
between  them  and  the  specie.  And  especially,  with 
what  an  aspect  could  this  government  offer  such 
payment,  at  the  very  moment  when,  with  a stem 
countenance  and  iron  hand,  it  was  demanding  of  its 
creditors  metallic  money  for  every  dollar  of  its  dues? 
Was  it  not  now  the  law  that  no  officer  of  the  gov- 
ernment should  offer  the  public  creditor  any  thing 
less  in  value  than  specie?  Mr.  W.  thought,  there- 
fore, that  the  notes  proposed  by  the  committee  were 
better  than  those  recommended  by  the  secretary. 
He  was  in  favor  of  that  system  which  would  put 
the  public  creditor  in  no  such  selection  as  between 
paper  and  nothing. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  often  admired  the 
dexterity  with  which  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts could  extricate  himself  from  a difficulty,  in 
which,  however,  he  was  seldom  involved.  On  such 
occasions  he  always  made  a skilful  retreat.  Feel- 
ing the  respect  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  for  his  legal 
knowledge,  he  had  received,  as  a matter  of  faith, 
his  declaration  that  treasury  notes  not  bearing  inter- 
est had  never  been  issued  under  the  present  consti- 
tution; and  when  he  called  up  the  ghost  of  the 
ancient  confederation  to  act  as  god-father  of  these 
treasury  notes,  Mr.  B.  remained  satisfied  that  he 
had  made  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  laws  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  But  scarcely  had  he  taken 
his  seat,  when  the  act  of'  1815  laid  the  ghost  which 
he  had  conjured  up;  and,  by  that  it  appeared  that 
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congress  had  done  the  very  thing  which  he  had 
declared  had  not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the 
confederation.  Thus  much  was  due  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  Mr.  B.,  however,  rejoiced 
that  the  committee  on  finance  had  proposed  the 
issue  of  no  notes  not  bearing  interest. 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  a plain  statement  of  facts 
would  be  the  most  conclusive  argument  which  could 
be  urged  in  its  favor.  He  had  voted  for  the  depo- 
site  of  June,  1836,  and,  upon  a retrospect  of  all 
which  had  occurred  since  its  passage,  he  had  found 
no  cause  to  repent  of  this  vote,  if  was  a choice  of 
•evils;  and  between  the  alternatives  presented,  he 
thought  he  had  made  the  best  choice."  On  the  one 
side,  after  reserving  five  millions,  nearly  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  had  accumulated  in  the  deposite 
banks.  This  vast  amount  of  money  was  used  by 
them  to  increase  the  dividends  of  their  stockhold- 
ers, to  expand  extravagantly  the  paper  circulation 
of  the  country,  and  to  excite  speculation  to  the 
greatest  excess.  On  the  other  hand,  strong  objec- 
tions existed  against  making  the  federal  govern- 
ment an  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
money  that  it  might  be  deposited  with  the  states. 
The  precedent  might  in  many  respects  be  danger- 
ous. But  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  had  been 
collected  under  existing  laws.  Placed  in  this  situ- 
ation, he  thought  it  was  more  just,  more  politic, 
more  safe,  to  place  it  in  deposite  with  the  states, 
that  it  might  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
than  to  suffer  it  to  remain  with  the  banks  for  the 
benefit  of  their  stockholders,  and  to  the  injury  of 
the  country. 

But  does  the  deposite  law,  from  first  to  last,  con- 
tain one  sentence,  nay,  does  it  contain  one  word 
which  resembles  a gift  or  a loan  to  the  states?  Is  it 
not  in  terms  a bare  transfer  of  deposites  from  the 
banks  to  the  states?  Under  its  provisions  the  faith 
of  all  the  states  is  pledged  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
re-payment  of  their  respective  proportions  of  this 
money,  whenever  they  shall  be  required  bv  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  wants  of  the  treasury.  The  mode  and  manner 
in  which  he  shall  call  for  it  are  expressly  pre- 
scribed. Nay,  more,  the  case  has  actually  occurred. 
If  the  secretary  had  purshed  the  line  of  strict  duty 
under  the  law,  he  would,  ere  this,  have  called  on 
the  states  for  a portion  of  the  three  instalments 
which  have  already  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely 
in  not  making  this  demand  until  the  pleasure  ot 
congress  could  be  known.  The  states  are  not  now 
in  a condition  to  return  immediately  any  portion  of 
what  they  have  already  received. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  'question  is,  whe- 
ther we  are  bound,  upon  any  principle,  to  deposite 
with  them  the  fourth  instalment,  when  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  the  very  next  day,  might  de- 
mand a return,  not  only  of  it,  but  of  the  three  other 
instalments,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  law. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts  had  not  contend- 
ed that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract  to  deposite 
thj$  fourth  instalment  with  the  states.  He  has  said, 
however,  that  if  an  individual,  by  his  conduct,  had 
induced  a reasonable  expectation  that  he  would  loan 
money  to  another,  or  give  money  to  another,  it  might 
become  his  duty  to  borrow  it,  and  pay  interest  for 
it,  for  either  of  these  purposes.  Mr.  B.  denied  that 
the  conduct  of  congress  was  such  as  to  afford  any 
pretext  for  such  an  expectation.  On  the  face  of 
the  act  there  was  nothing  but  deposite  written.  Nei- 
ther a loan  nor  a gift  appeared  upon  it.  It  was  a 
mere  deposite,  without  interest,  to  be  restored  when 
demanded  in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  not  a loan 
for  a given  period,  much  less  an  absolute  gift.  If 
the  states,  therefore,  had  entertained  any  such  ex- 
pectation, it  was  from  other  circumstances,  and  not 
from  the  solemn  contract  into  which  th«»y  had  en- 
tered with  the  United  States  under  this  law. 

Mr.  B.  knew  that  several  of  the  states  had  made 
appropriations  of  this  money  which  would  render 
it  .extremely  inconvenient  for  them  to  return,  at  the 
present  time,  any  portion  of  the  money  which  they 
had  already  received.  He  did  not  believe  that  it 
ought  to  be  demanded  from  them  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  without  the  special  direction  of  con- 
gress. Still  this  opinion  was  not  founded  upon 
any  doubts  which  he  entertained  of  their  obligation 
to  refund  it. 

Congress  would  not  have  been  involved  in  its 
present  difficulties  in  regard  to  this  subject,  but  for 
the  unfortunate  amendment  which  had  been  made  to 
the  deposite  bill  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
which  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  senate.  Had  it  not 
been  for  this  amendment,  we  might  now  proceed 
and  suffer  the  fourth  instalment  to  be  deposited  with 
(the  states.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  would 
'then  have  received  from  them  transferrable  certifi- 
cates of  deposite.  in  such  convenient  sums  as  he 
plight  have  directed,  bearing  no  interest  until  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  use  them,  but  afterwards 
bearing  ap  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  and  redeema- 


ble afthe  pleasure  of  the  states.  At  this  very  mo- 
ment such  certificates  would  command  a premium 
in  the  market,  and  would  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver. 
The  treasury  might  have  been  replenished  by  their 
sale;  and  we  might  suffer  the  deposite  law  to  take 
its  course. 

Mr.  B.  said,  however  much  ingenuity  might  at- 
tempt to  disguise  this  question,  the  result  was  that 
we  must  now  determine  whether  we  will  borrow 
the  amount. of  the  fourth  instalment,  either  in  the 
form  of  treasury  notes,  or  by  a direct  loan,  and  pay 
interest  upon  it,  in  order  that  we  may  deposite  it 
with  the  states  for  safe-keeping,  and  without  inter- 
est. This  was  the  plain  and  simple  proposition. 
It  was  the  result  of  all  the  argument.  What  man, 
in  his  senses,  ever  contradicted  a debt  in  order  that 
he  might  deposite  the  amount  of  it  with  his  neigh- 
bor for  safe-keeping?  And  is  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  be  guilty  of  this  absurdity?  Are  we,  as 
the  trustees  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to 
manage  their  concerns  so  unwisely  as  to  involve 
them  in  a debt,  and  collect  taxes  from  them  to  pay 
it  for  any  such  purpose?  However  much  (he  states 
might  desire  to  receive  this  fourth  instalment,  and 
whatever  attempt  might  be  made  to  excite  popular 
feeling  upon  this  subject,  he  had  full  confidence 
that  his  constituents  would  approve  his  vote  upon 
this  bill. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  knew  very  well  that  this  was 
a subject  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of 
senators.  The  instalment  might  be  deposited  with 
thestates  against  his  vote.  In  thatevent,  he  should 
bow  most  cheerfully  to  the  will  of  the  majority. 
Indeed,  there  was  one  consideration  which  had 
induced  him  to  endeavor  to  bring  himself  to  this 
conclusion;  and  nothing  but  a conviction  of  impe- 
rious duty  had  stood  in  the  way.  He  knew  that  the 
greater  amount  of  treasury  notes  which  we  issued, 
the  greater  would  be  the  relief  to  the  community. 
Whatever  amount  might  be  issued  would  be  equal, 
in  this  respect,  to  the  creation  of  so  much  gold  and 
silver.  They  would  assist  in  regulating  the  ex- 
changes, both  foreign  and  domestic.  They  would 
go  to  Europe  in  payment  of  ourdebt,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  transportation  of  the  precious  metals.  If 
this  bill  should  not  pass,  their  amount  would  be  in- 
creased several  millions;  and  thus  additional  relief 
would  be  afforded  to  the  public.  But  however 
much  he  might  desire,  and  however  much  he  did 
desire  this  result,  he  could  not  consent  to  borrow 
money  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  not  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  gov- 
ernment, but  to  place  it  on  deposite  with  the  several 
states. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Buchanan — 

Mr.  Webster,  having  obtained  and  examined  the 
act  of  1815,  said:  The  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  I do 
not  often  get  into  difficulties  in  debate,  and  that 
when  I do,  I generally  extricate  myself  better  than 
I have  done  on  the  present  occasion.  He  partakes 
in  the  supposed  triumph  of  his  friend  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect 
when  I said  that  this  government  had  never  issued 
such  paper  money  as  the  secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  sir,  although  I am  pleased  to  see 
the  happiness  which  the  gentleman  enjoys,  yet  I 
believe  I must  dash  it  a little.  Most  assuredly,  sir, 
it  authorizes  no  such  paper  as  is  now  proposed.  I 
was  persuaded  it  cguld  not,  as  I have  a pretty  good 
recollection  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  on  such 
subjects  at  that  time. 

The  law  of  1815  authorized  the  issue  of  two  class- 
es of  treasury  notes:  1st,  such  as  bore  no  interest, 
but  which,  the  very  hour  they  were  issued,  might 
be  funded  in  a 7 per  cent,  stock,  to  be  redeemed 
like  other  stocks  of  the  government.  2d.  Treasuiy 
notes  bearing  an  interest  of  five  and  two-fifths  per 
cent,  capable  of  being  funded  in  like  manner,  in  a 
6 per  cent,  stock.  These  stocks  were  to  be  issued 
on  application  by  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue 
in  any  state.  Now,  what  comparison  is  there  be- 
tween either  of  these  classes  of  treasury  notes  and 
those  recommended  by  the  secretary  which  bear  no 
interest,  and  for  which  no  fixed  redemption  is  pro- 
vided? 

I affirm' again,  therefore,  sir,  all  that  I have  said, 
namely,  that  the  notes  recommended  by  the  treasu- 
ry are  regular  paper  issues,  like  the  old  emissions  of 
congress  and  the  states  before  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitution,  and  that  no  precedent  has  been 
found  for  them,  and  I am  sure  none  can  be  found,  in 
the  practice  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  think  the  senator, 
with  all  his  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of  the  difficulty. 
Under  the  section  of  the  law  of  1815,  which  he  had 
just  read,  treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued  without 
interest;  they  were  to  circulate  as  a currency  with- 
out interest;  they  might  continue  to  circulate  for 
years  without  interest.  It  did  not  alter  the  case 
that  the  holder  of  them  above  a certain  amount  had 


the  privilege  of  funding  them,  and  converting  them 
into  a stock  bearing  interest.  This  interest  did  not 
commence  from  the  date  of  their  issue,  but  from  the 
time  they  were  funded.  All  the  time  they  remain- 
ed in  circulation,  they  w7ere  treasury  notes  without 
interest.  They  were  what  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  supposed  never  was  issued  under  the 
• present  constitution.  Mr.  B.  however,  agreed  with 
the  senator  that  at  this  time  no  treasury  notes  ought 
to  be  issued  which  did  not  bear  interest. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  was  decidedly  of  the 
impression  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  this  postponement  ought  to  be  made.  The 
object  of  the  deposite  law  was  to  draw  the  revenue 
out  of  the  grasp  of  the  government,  and  to  restore 
it  to  those  to  whom  it  ought  to  be  restored.  And 
now,  when  there  was  no  surplus,  it  was  not  contra- 
ry to  the  purpose  of  that  law  to  withhold  it.  But 
the  responsibility  of  doing  so  would  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  administration,  and  those  of  the  opposi- 
tion who  made  last  year  the  extravagant  appropria- 
tions of  $32, 000, 000,  exceeding  the  estimate  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  They  were  then  told  of 
the  folly  of  raising  the  revenue,  and  of  raising  the 
disbursements.  The  result  now  was  that  the  gov- 
ernment was  bankrupt.  Were  they  never  to  look 
ahead  and  see  the  difficulties  that  threatened  them? 

Another  era  had  novv  arisen.  They  had  got 
through  with  the  surplus,  and  Mr.  C.  trusted  they 
were  through  with  extravagant  appropriations.  If 
they  did  not  economize  and  retrench,  he  saw  a new 
age  commencing,  perhaps  that  of  treasury  notes, 
when  the  compromise  act  would  be  annulled,  the 
high  tariff  revived.  But  Mr.  C.  would  agree  that 
the  fourth  deposite  should  fie  withheld,  since  that 
law'  had  fulfilled  its  main  purpose,  and  since  a new 
series  of  extravagancies  was  now  to  arise,  unless 
they  kept  a good  lookout. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  an  adjournment,  when  a di- 
vision being  called  for,  the  senate  refused  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  rose  to  offer  an  amendment, 
if  in  order,  the  object  of  which  was  to  take  off  from 
the  secretary  the  responsibility  of  calling  upon  the 
states,  and  to  impose  this  responsibility  where  he 
(Mr.  B.)  thoughtit  should  be — namely,  in  congress; 
for  this  purpose  he  proposed  to  insert,  “provided  the 
three  first  instalments  already  paid  do  remain  on 
deposite  until  further  directed  by  congress. 

Mr.  Niles  said  he  thought  that  as  the  matter  now 
stood,  the  money  was  a fund  subject  to  appropriation 
by  congress.  It  seemed  to  him  that  by  this  amend- 
ment, the  nature  of  the  fund  would  be  altered,  a d, 
instead  of  being  a deposite,  the  money  would  be  a 
grant,  and  congress  would  only  have  a claim  upon 
it;  whereas  now,  the  money  was  in  deposite  only, 
and  could  be  disposed  of  at  once  by  appropriations 
made  by  congress.  He,  (Mr.  N.,)  for  these  rea- 
sons, felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  amendment. 
It  appeared  to  him,  at  all  events,  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  not  imagined  this 
amendment  would  meet  with  opposition.  He  wish- 
ed to  know  if  it  was  right  and  proper  that  the  sec- 
retary should  be  made  responsible  for  not  calling 
upon  the  states  for  this  money,  as  the  law  required 
him  to  do?  The  condition  of  the  states  was  such 
that  the  secretary  cannot  make  such  call  upon  them. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  was  therefore  desirous  to  relieve  him 
from  this  embarrassment.  The  substituting  con- 
gress instead  of  the  secretary  would  not,  Mr.  B. 
thought,  make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the 
fund. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  It  was  due  to  the  states  in  their 
sovereign  capacity  not  to  subject  themselves  to  be 
called  upon  for  the  money  by  any  other  authority 
than  congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
ottered  by  Mr.  Buchanan:  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Lirn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  Young — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Hubbard,  Niks,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Rnggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright — 12. 

Mr.  Tallmalge  then  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
the  following: 

Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  the  following  as  a substitute  therefor: 

“That  the  money  deposited,  and  to  be  deposited, 
with  the  statesjunder  the  13th  section  of  the  act  ot 
June  23d,  1836.  shall  remain  on  deposite  with  the 
states  until  otherwise  directed  by  congress.” 

Mr.  Tallmadge  made  a few  brief  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  this  amendment,  which  he  said  embraced 
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the  substance  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan.) 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question 
was  talc -n  on  Mr.  Tallniadge’s  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Fulton,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — IS. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Grand}, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 27. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill,  as  amended, 
and  ordering  it  to  a third  reading,  was  then  taken, 
and  decider!  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEaS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo., 
Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright-28 
NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tailmadge,  Webster,  White,  Young — 17. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  ad- 
journed. 

September  15.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a memo- 
rial from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a petition  from  a citizen  of 
Illinois,  praying  the  creation  of  a national  bank. 
Both  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hubbard  called  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  yesterday,  by  which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
senate  should  meet  in  future  at  10  o’clock. 

Mr.  H.  modified  his  resolution  to  read,  “that  after 
this  week  the  senate  meet  at  11  o’clock  A.  M.”and 
this  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
deposites  to  the  states  being  read  a third  time,  and 
the  question  stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Preslon  rose,  and  after  explaining  why  he  had 
not  made  the  remarks  which  he  desired  to  make  on 
the  bill,  yesterday,  when  it  was  at  the  stage  at 
which  bills  are  usually  debated  in  the  senate,  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  objections  which  he  entertained 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Calhoun  in  explanation,  by  Mr.  Crittenden  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Walker,  in 
support  of  it,  and  by  Mr.  Preston  in  reply. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Linn, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Rugbies,  Sevier,  Smilh,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Lyon,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tailmadge,  Webster,  White,  Young — 17. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  tile  house  of 
representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
was  next  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  fill  up  the  first  blank  in  the 
bill  with  the  word  “ten,”  thereby  making  the  amount 
of  notes  to  be  issued  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  it  had  not  been  possible  for  the 
committee  to  know  the  amountofthe  notes  necessary 
until  action  had  been  had  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  states,  which  bill  having 
now  passed  the  senate,  he  was  able  to  fill  up  the 
blank.  He  had  had  an  interview  on  the  subject 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  he  had  learnt 
from  that  officer  that,  on  the  supposition  no  more 
extension  would  be  granted  than  was  proposed  by 
the  bill  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  he  had  thought 
that  the  sum  of  eight  millions  would  be  sufficient. 
This  was,  however,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  would  pay  in  October  the 
instalment  then  due  to  the  government  by  that  in- 
stitution. But  it  was  understood  by  the  secre- 
tary and  the  committee  that  this  would  not  be  done, 
that  bank  having  bought  up  treasury  drafts  issued 
in  July  for  the  payment  of  the  third  instalment  to 
the  states,  and  intending  to  give  in  those  drafts  in 
payment  of  the  instalment  then  due  from  the  bank. 
This  being  the  case,  the  secretary  would  require 
that  the  blank  be  filled  up  with  nine  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  therefore,  on  this 
calculation,  the  committee  had  instructed  him  (Mr. 
W.)  to  move  for  ten  millions. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  desirous  of  ob- 
taining more  full  information  relating  to  one  point, 


and  that  was,  that  as  a bill  had  now  passed  the 
senate  for  arresting  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment to  the  states,  and  since  the  fund  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  states  was  now  to  be  applied  to 
the  use  of  government,  if  it  was  intended  to  employ 
the  funds  in  the  banks  before  being  reduced  in 
some  way  or  other  to  a specie  basis,  whether  gov- 
ernment intended  by  laws  passed,  or  to  be  passed — 
such,  for  example,  as  a bankrupt  law — to  force  the 
conversion  of  the  funds  now  in  the  banks  into  metal, 
and  then  throw  the  sum  thus  obtained  from  the 
banks  into  the  Treasury,  there  to  lie  without  being 
used?  His  inquiry  was  not,  he  thought,  useless, 
since  it  must  be  evident  that  the  amount  of  the 
blank  must  depend  upon  the  availability  of  the  funds 
in  the  banks. 

Mr.  Wiight  said  it  had  been  ascertained,  and  so 
stated  in  the  secretary’s  report,  that  all  the  money 
in  the  banks  subject  to  dralt  on  the  28th  of  August 
last  amounted  only  to  eight  million  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  thousand  dollars.  Out  of  that  sum 
the  expenses  for  the  month  or  September  were  to 
be  taken,  which  would  leave  the  sum  reduced  to 
about  two  millions  and  a half  by  the  1st  of  October. 
But,  if  the  outsanding  drafts  should  come  in  on  the 
treasury,  (many  of  them  being  protested,)  in  that 
case  the  available  amount  would  still  be  diminished, 
and  the  treasury  would  be  in  want  of  means.  There 
were  therefore  no  ready  means  without  the  assist- 
ance of  congress.  In  all  the  Atlantic  coast,  the 
money  in  the  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, only  a small  sum  subject  to  draft  being  with 
them,  say  less  than  a million,  and  creditors  were 
not  willing  to  receive  drafts  upon  the  southwestern 
banks,  where  now  almost  all  the  funds  in  deposite 
with  banks  were  placed. 

Such  being  the  case,  and  such  the  amount  of  una- 
vailable money,  the  object  of  issuing  treasury  notes 
was  to  anticipate  the  funds  in  deposite  with  the 
banks  until  congress  should  say  how  those  funds 
were  to  be  made  available.  The  committee  on 
finance  had  reported  a bill  giving  to  those  banks  in- 
tervals of  two,  five,  and  eight  months  in  which  to 
pay  the  sums  due,  dividing  the  balance  in  their 
hands  into  three  instalments.  Again,  the  extension 
granted  already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted, 
on  bonds,  would  diminish  the  means  of  the  treasury; 
from  all  which  considerations,  the  issue  of  these 
notes  was  rendered  necessary  to  meet  the  current 
expenses. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  professed  himself  greatly 
obliged  by  the  valuable  information  communicated 
by  the  honorable  senator  (Mr.  Wright,)  but  he  still 
felt  that  the  inquiry  which  he  had  wished  to  make 
was  not  yet  answ’ered.  He  meant  to  inquire  if  the 
money  in  the  banks  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes, 
or  if  the  banks  were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them 
in  specie,  and  then  if  these  funds  were  to  be  left  idle? 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  said  they  would  not  be  used 
as  bank  notes  unless  the  laws  should  authorize  them 
so  to  be  used. 

Mr.  Clay.  Then  it  comes  to  this:  we  have  pass- 
ed a bill  to  take  funds  out  of  (be  hands  of  those  who 
would  have  been  glad  to  use  them,  to  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  others  who  refuse  to  acknowledge  and 
make  use  of  them.  The  states  would  have  been 
glad  to  receive  this  money  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes,  and  we  have  taken  it  from  them.  Again: 
government  refuses  to  call  them  funds  in  that  shape, 
and  to  government  we  have  now  made. them  over 
by  the  bill  just  passed!  And  as  government,  though 
it  receives  those  funds,  and  prevents  their  being 
paid  to  the  states,  will  not  acknowledge  them  as 
funds,  there  is  a deficiency  existing,  and  this  defi- 
ciency is  to  be  supplied  by  issuing  treasury  notes, 
in  order  that  government  may  be  able  to  get  along. 
That  is  to  say,  government  will  not  receive  the  pa- 
per of  the  country,  and  is  about  to  create  a paper 
of  its  own  which  the  country  is  expected  to  receive! 
And  thus,  all  the  promises  which  have  been  made 
to  us  of  the  flowing  of  gold  and  silver  all  over  the 
country, — these  promises  of  a better  currency  result 
in  the  issue  often  millions  of  paper  money! 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  read  to  the  senate  a state- 
ment and  estimate  of  some  length,  which  was  inau- 
dible in  the  reporters’  gallery. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  fill  up  the  second 
blank  in  the  bill  with  the  words  “not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars.”  This  sum  Mr.  Wright 
explained  was  intended  to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  execution  of  the  act,  and  was  made 
upon  an  estimate  of  the  bill  of  1812.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  insert  a provi- 
sion that  government  should  not  be  permitted  to 
make  any  purchase  of  these  notes  in  the  public  mar- 
ket below  par. 

Mr.  Wright  could  see  no  possible  objection  to 
this  amendment. 

Mr,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  saw  a great  objection  to 
such  an  amendment.  He  thought  the  country 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  market  as  well  as  in- 


dividuals; when  from  an  excess  in  the  market  the 
number  was  too  great,  and  the  price  had  fallen  be-, 
low  par,  then  was  the  very  time  for  the  secretary  to 
go  into  the  market  and  purchase.  The  commis- 
sioners of  the  sinking  fund  had  acted  in  this  way, 
and  the  country  had  reaped  the  benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  grounded  his  amendment 
on  the  principle,  that  as  it  would  be  disreputable 
for  individuals  to  buy  up  their  own  notes  at  a de- 
preciated value,  so  also  it  would  be  disgraceful  for 
government  to  do  the  same  thing. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crittenden  was  understood  to  call  upon  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  for  some  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  payment  of  clerks  to  be 
employed,  which  payment,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  is  left  discretionary  as  to  the  amount  of  salary 
with  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  necessity  of  leaving 
this  matter  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary,  since 
it  was  impossible  to  say  lor  what  length  of  time  the 
services  of  the  clerks  might  be  required,  whether 
for  a year  or  less  than  a year. 

At  this  stage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Calhoun  expressed 
a wish  that  a postponement  ef  the  bill  until  to-mor- 
row might  be  allowed,  for  an  examination  into  some 
points. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a few  observations,  expressing 
his  assent  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  proposal. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  earnestly  hoped  that  what- 
ever other  delay  occurred,  no  delay  whatever  would 
be  permitted  to  be  had  on  the  bill  for  the  extension 
of  merchants’  bonds;  but  to  give  the  time  requested 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  he  moved  an  adjournment;  and 
The  senate  adjourned. 

September  16.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented 
apetitionfrom  William  Jackson,  a revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 

Mr.  Preslon  presented  a petition  from  John  Gar- 
diner, of  Washington  city,  asking  an  examination 
of  a life  preserver.  Both  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
St.  Louis,  praying  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  turned  his  attention  to 
the  bill,  but  had  found  great  difficulty  in  bringing 
his  mind  to  a satisfactory  conclusion  respecting  it. 
The  very  point  which  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts so  much  approved,  (allowing  interest,)  was 
one  which  constituted  an  objection  to  the  bill  in  the 
view  of  Mr.  C.  Neither  was  he  satisfied  to  give 
up  his  opinion  to  anyone  scheme,  till  he  understood 
what  was  to  be  done  on  the  great  point  involved  in 
the  subject  of  this  bill,  namely,  the  separation  of 
government  from  all  banks.  All  ought  to  verge  to 
this  point,  even  if  considered  as  a measure  of  relief. 
As  the  law  now  was,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was  compelled  to  receive  the  notes  of  all  specie- 
paying banks.  Of  course,  when  specie  payments 
should  be  resumed,  all  would  be  received.  If  this 
should  occur,  and  if  congress  should  adjourn  with- 
out altering  the  law,  the  result  would  be,  that  the 
government  would,  under  the  sub-treasury  system, 
have  the  custody  of  the  money,  but  would  collect 
it  in  bank  notes.  If  it  was  intended  to  restore  the 
connexion  between  the  government  and  the  banks, 
this  bill  ought  to  be  different;  and  if  it  was  not  so 
intended,  it  still  ought  to  be  different.  Mr.  C. 
could  support  it  as  it  was  in  neither  alternative. 

But  he  designed  to  move  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  which  would  serve  as  a testing  question, 
whether  it  was  the  object  or  not  to  make  a separa- 
tion between  the  banks  and  the  treasury.  If  it  was 
intended  to  make  such  separation,  now  was  the  ac- 
ceptable time.  And  if  it  was  not  done  now,  it 
would  perhaps  never  be  done.  The  question  was 
one  of  great  magnitude,  and  Mr.  C.  therefore  hoped 
that  the  subject  would  be  postponed  till  Monday, 
by  which  time  he  hoped  to  be  prepared  to  offer  the 
amendment  which  he  had  indicated. 

On  this  great  point  Mr.  C.’s  opinion  had  been 
long  made  up;  and  he  believed  firmly  that  the  only 
alternative  was  a separation  horn  all  banks,  or  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  He  had  so  declared  it 
in  the  debate  of  1834,  and  he  had  never  seen  any 
reason  to  change  his  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
catastrophe  at  the  present  time  had  greatly  confirm- 
ed that  opinion.  Tn  his  view,  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  queslions  that  had  been,  or  that  could  be, 
presented  to  this  body.  And  further,  it  was  due  to 
the  country,  to  themselves,  and  to  posterity,  that 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  should  meet  this  question 
openly,  boldly,  and  decidedly.  He  entreated  them 
to  show  their  hands,  as  Mr.  C.  would  show  his,  and 
go  on  with  the  question.  He  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  deny  to 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  any  opportunity  to 
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consider  the  subject  which  could  properly  be  al- 
lowed. Neither  was  he  unwilling  to  act  on  the 
proposition  which  the  senator  considered  so  very 
important  when  the  proper  time  should  come  for  so 
doing.  But  his  own  opinion  was,  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  senator  ought  not  to  be  connected  with 
this  bill.  Whatever  congress  might  do  on  that  sub- 
ject, the  treasury  must  have  the  means  to  go  on; 
and  it  was  well  known  that  on  the  question  referred 
to  by  the  senator  there  was  a great  difference  of 
opinion  in  both  houses  of  congress.  The  object 
was  in  itself  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  this  bill, 
and  one  could  not  interfere  with  the  other.  The 
committee  had  been  careful  so  to  frame  the  bills  as 
to  make  them  independent  of  each  other.  It  was 
most  plainly  necessary  that  this  bill  should  pass 
without  delay.  The  treasury  could  not  satisfy  the 
public  creditors  any  way  acceptably,  for  more  than 
twenty,  and  perhaps  riot  fifteen  days  longer,  without 
aid  from  congress.  Mr.  W.  therefore  hoped,  with- 
out any  disposition  to  press  the  senator,  but  because 
the  two  propositions  were  independent,  that  the 
senate  would  not  postpone  this  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say 
what  ought  to  be  done  on  this  bill  till  he  could 
know  how  the  executive  would  shape  its  course. 
Mr.  C.  was  willing  to  grant  the  relief,  (to  the  trea- 
sury,) but  he  would  not  do  it  in  the  dark.  The 
great  point  was  the  one  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
and  to  that  all  kindred  measures  ought  to  have  a re- 
ference. If  time  should  not  be  given  him,  Mr.  C. 
would  vote  against  this  bill,  and  would  forever  dis- 
connect himself  from  all  responsibility  as  to  the 
result.  He  knew  that  all  ought  to  feel  a proper 
sensibility  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  he  felt  still  more  for  those  of  the  country, 
and  he  thought  it  infinitely  more  important  that  all 
should  be  well  rather  than  speedily  done;  and,  as 
far  as  his  voice  had  any  power,  it  should  be  done 
well.  On  this  question,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  opposed  to  a postponement,  Mr.  C. 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  that  as  one  connected  as  he  had 
been  with  the  deposite  bill,  he  could  not  agree  to  vote 
for  any  postponement  of  the  bill  which  might  have  the 
elfect  of  connecting  any  other  proposition  with  it. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  could  not  know  fully  the  im- 
portance of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  till  he  should  hear  his  views 
on  the  subject,  which  he,  (Mr.  W.)  and  he  believ- 
ed the  whole  country,  were  anxious  to  know.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  delay  asked  for  would  be 
granted. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  no  senator  was  more 
desirous  than  he  to  give  the  opportunity  requested. 
But  he  thought  the  subjects  so  disconnected  as  to 
render  a postponement  of  this  bill  unnecessary. 
When  the  subject  of  the  bank  and  treasury  con- 
nexion should  come  up,  a great  deal  of  time  would 
be  necessarily  consumed  upon  it.  The  committee 
of  the  senate  had  looked  into  the  subject  and  had 
differed  upon  it.  He  hoped  the  senate  would  see 
the  necessity  of  acting  on  this  bill  at  once,  and  if 
any  other  and  better  form  could  be  given  to  it,  he 
hoped  it  might  be  done  without  discussing  the  great 
question  of  bank  and  treasury  connexion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  this  unexpected  opposition 
required  that  he  should  go  a little  into  detail.  If  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  senate,  or  rather  of  the 
administration,  to  restore  gradually  the  connexion 
between  the  government  and  the  banks,  in  that 
event,  instead  of  issuing  treasury  notes,  they  ought 
at  once  to  resort  to  a provisional  loan,  made  in 
notes  of  the  state  banks,  and  then  pay  off  the  loan 
as  the  means  should  come  in;  or,  otherwise,  they 
should  issue  treasury  notes  so  as  to  constitute  a cur- 
rency. No  senator  could  properly  know  how  to 
act,  unless  he  knew  the  course  to  be  pursued  on 
the  principal  point.  There  never  had  been  abetter 
time  to  separate  the  treasury  and  the  banks;  and  if 
to  be  done  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done  at  once.  Mr. 
C.  wished  to  be  put  in  a position  that  he  might  vote 
understandingly  on  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  The  demands  of  the  treasury  he  consid- 
ered as  trifling  compared  with  the  settlement  of 
this  great  question. 

Mr.  Niles  remarked,  that  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  wished  to  bring  before  the  senate 
his  proposition,  and  as  it  must  come  before  us  and 
before  the  country  sooner  or  later,  the  sooner  it 
came  the  better;  and  he  would  vote  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wright  said  his  great  objection  was  to  the 
connexion  of  these  two  subjects,  which  must  result 
unavoidably  in  injury  to  the  public  interest  by  the 
delay  of  this  bill.  He  therefore  desired  that  they 
might  be  kept  separate.  He  had  personally  no  de- 
sign gradually  to  restore  the  connexion  of  the  trea- 
sury and  the  banks.  As  to  the  design  of  the  ad- 
ministration on  this  point,  he  knew  no  more  than 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
bill  till  Monday,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ken.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Grundy,  Kent, 
King,  of  Geo.,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Southard,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Young — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright — 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Calhoun,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

September  18.  Mr.  Rives  gave  notice  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  desig- 
nating the  funds  to  be  received  by  government  in 
payment  of  public  dues.  Mr.  Rives  observed,  that 
he  had,  on  a former  day,  intimated  his  intention  of 
proposing  a bill  of  this  description  himself,  in  the 
event  that  no  similar  bill  shuukl  be  leporletl  by  the 
committee  on  finance.  He  viewed  the  neglect  of 
this  highly  important  subject  likely  to  be  of  such 
serious  consequence  to  the  community  at  large,  that 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  act  on  the  occasion  by 
bringing  in  a bill  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple in  this  particular. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  from  the  mer- 
chants, importers  and  other  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  relating  to  the  extension  on  revenue 
bonds.  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  as  the  committee 
on  finance  had  already  instructed  him  to  report  a 
bill  on  this  subject,  he  should  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  senate.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  also  presented  a memorial  from  sev- 
eral merchants  and  other  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  sufferers  from  the  great  conflagration  of  1835, 
praying  for  the  remission  of  duties  upon  goods  burnt 
in  that  fire. 

Mr.  Wright  observed  that  though  the  senate  had 
expressed  a determination  to  attend  to  no  business 
in  this  session  other  than  that  marked  out  by  the 
message,  yet  as  this  was  a subject  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  mer- 
cantile community,  he  should,  if  there  were  no  ob- 
jection, depart  from  that  determination  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  and  move  that  this  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance.  Agreed  to 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Wright  also  presented  a memorial  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Madrid,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  contemplated  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  union,  which  was  laid  upon  thetable. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial,  which  was 
understood  to  be  of  the  same  character. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  a petition  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
national  bank,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ruggles  presented  a copy  of  certain  resolu- 
tions passed  on  the  12th  of  August  last,  in  Portland, 
against  the  contemplated  annexation  of  Texas. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing ports  of  entry  on  the  Mississippi. 

The  following  joint  resolution  from  the  house  of 
representatives  was  then  taken  up  and  adopted 
unanimously,  viz: 

Resolved , That  the  following  be  added  to  the 
standing  rules,  to  wit:  No  spirituous  liquors  shall 

be  offered  for  sale  or  exhibited  in  the  capitol,  or  on 
the  grounds  adjacent. 

The  bill  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  having 
been  postponed  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give  Mr. 
Calhoun  an  opportunity  of  preparing  an  amendment, 
and  of  offering  his  sentiments  generally  upon  the 
subject,  was  now  resumed  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
in  a speech,  occupying  between  one  and  two  hours. 

[Mr.  C.’s  speech  shall  have  a place  in  our  next.] 

On  concluding  his  speech,  Mr.  Calhoun  submit- 
ted his  amendment,  which  provided  that  from  and 
after  the  first  of  January  next,  three-fourths  of  the 
money  due  to  the  government  may  be  paid  in  notes 
of  specie  paying  banks;  that  from  arid  after  the  1st 
of  January,  1839,  one-half  might  be  paid  in  such 
notes;  one-quarter  after  the  1st  of  January,  1840; 
and  that  from  arid  after  the  1st  of  January,  iS41,  all 
sums  due  the  government  for  customs,  lands,  &c. 
shall  be  paid  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  &c.  as  should  by 
law  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  C.  to  what 
bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  replied,  to  one  called  the  divorce  bill 
between  the  government  and  the  banks,  which  he 
said  was  just  ahead. 


Mr.  Benton,  after  expressing  his  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  sent  to  the 
chair  two  amendments  of  his  own,  which  he  said 
comprised  the  substance  of  the  bill  introduced  by 
him  two  years  ago,  “to  re-establish  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country.”  Hi3  first  amend- 
ment provides  that,  after  a day  to  be  specified,  all  the 
public  dues  should  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  only, 
and  in  treasury  notes  and  land  scrip,  as  might  by 
law  be  authorized:  and  the  second  provides  that  af- 
ter the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
the  treasury  should  begin  with  specie  payments. 

These  amendments,  together  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks, 
which  shall  have  a place  hereafter. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  move  that  the  bill  be  so 
amended  as  to  prevent  the  allowance  of  interest  on 
the  notes  to  be  issued  by  the  treasury,  but  yielded 
the  floor  to 

Mr.  Walker , who  said  he  had  all  along  intended 
to  offer  a similar  amendment,  and  would  now  (by 
leave  of  Mr.  C.)  do  so.  Mr.  W.  then  proceeded 
to  argue  in  support  of  his  amendment  at  considera- 
ble length. 

After  some  discussion  (to  be  given  hereafter)  be- 
tween Messrs.  Wright,  Calhoun,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Webster,  and  Walker,  the  latter  gentleman  modified 
his  motion  so  as  to  reduce  the  maximum  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  proposed  to  be  authorized,  to  three  per 
cent.;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  McKean, 
Strange,  Walker,  Young — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Smith,  oflndiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swilt,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  Wright — 40. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 42. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden, 
Preston,  Southard,  Spence— 5. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  payment  of 
merchants’  revenue  bonds,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  for  the  purpose  of  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  in  which, after  reflection, 
he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr. 
Wright)  would  concur.  The  bill  proposed  a delay 
of  six  months;  but  unless  a longer  period  should  be 
granted,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  compel 
payment.  By  this  provision,  large  sums  would  fall 
due  in  October,  in  November,  in  December,  and  in 
January.  It  was  to  be  considered  that  the  obli- 
gors on  these  bonds  could  not  pay  them,  unless  they 
had  time  to  receive  their  own  dues;  and  the  ex- 
changes and  business  of  the  country  were  so  much 
obstructed,  and  so  fallen  off  from  their  usual  amount, 
that  they  could  not  pay  the  government  even  on 
that  account  with  their  usual  promptitude.  If  the 
government  pressed  them,  they  would  be  compel- 
led to  press  their  customers  in  the  interior,  and 
they,  in  turn,  to  press  the  people  generally.  It  was 
a question,  therefore,  whether  these  debts  had  not 
thus  become  a matter  of  public  interest  and  im- 
portance. 

All,  Mr.  W.  doubted  not,  might  be  paid  prompt- 
ly. But  a reasonable  time  must  be  given.  It  had 
been  suggested  that  the  bonds,  if  necessary,  might 
be  renewed;  but  there  were  objections  to  that  ex- 
pedient; it  was  at  best  a troublesome  and  expen- 
sive process.  On  the  whole,  with  a desire  that 
there  should  be  no  absolute  pressure  in  relation  to 
these  bonds,  and  at  the  same  time  that  nothing  like 
extraordinary  indulgence  should  be  granted,  Mr. 
W.  would  assume  the  medium  of  the  two  periods 
which  had  been  suggested,  and  propose  an  exten- 
sion of  nine  months  instead  of  six,  as  now  in  the 
bill.  In  the  mean  time,  if  that  should  be  deemed 
insufficient,  it  would  at  least  give  ample  time  and 
opportunity  for  bringing  the  subject  again  before 
congress  at  the  ensuing  session.  Mr,  W.  would  be 
extremely  gratified  if  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee would  assent  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  had  received  a memorial  from 
merchants  of  New  York,  strongly  urging  an  exten- 
sion of  twelve  months;  and  they  had  stated  a sin- 
gle fact  which  must  have  a great  influence  on  con- 
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press  in  this  matter;  which  was,  that  the  principal 
importations  took  place  semi-annually;  and  at  such 
times,  that  the  six  months  in  the  bill  would  bring 
the  government  demands  upon  them  when  they 
were  most  pressed  tor  money;  whereas,  nine  months 
would  bring  them  to  the  period  when  they  had  the 
least  call  tor  money.  Mr.  W.  believed  the  treasu- 
ry would  not  be  essentially  incommoded  by  this 
arrangement,  and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  a 
change  of  the  time  to  nine  months. 

Mr.  Sevier  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  44;  noes  1 — Mr.  Sevier  only 
voting  in  the  negative. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  on 
the  late  deposite  banks  was  next  taken  up,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Walker.  The  bill  was  so  amended  as 
to  extend  the  periods  of  two,  five,  and  eight 
months,  to  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  respective- 
ly, and  it  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  mer- 
chandise to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  relied  So  much  on  the  be- 
nefit of  this  bill  to  the  country,  that  he  wished  to 
record  his  vote  in  its  favor.  He,  therefore,  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  engrossment:  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  entirely  in 
favor  of  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  thought  it  would 
be  beneficial  ultimately  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  immediately  to  the  manufactures  and 
other  interests.  He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  it 
with  pleasure.  He  suggested,  however,  that  it  was 
proper  to  strike  out  the  exception  in  relation  to  fruits. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  bill 
required  more  consideration,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
postponed  to  the  regular  session.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, to  postpone  it  to  the  first  Monday  in  December. 

Mr.  Wright  said  this  was  not  one  of  the  bills  pe- 
culiarly connected  with  the  supply  of  the  treasury. 
He  was,  however,  ready  to  act  on  it  now,  but  was 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  will  of  the  senate  re- 
specting it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  vote  against  its 
postponement.  The  question  had  long  been  agi- 
tated whether  it  was  not  better  that  every  interest 
should  conform  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  every 
other  commercial  country,  so  that  goods  might  he 
deposited  in  the  warehouses.  Mr.  B.  was  always 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  proposition;  and  one  rea- 
son for  delaying  the  bonds  was,  that  hereafter,  no 
such  question  could  arise.  He  would  indulge  the 
merchants  to  the  greatest  extent,  on  condition  that 
this  was  the  last  call  from  them.  A similar  favor 
had  been  shown  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  and  Mr.  B.  thought  it  equally  due  to  the 
merchants.  So  far  as  he  understood,  there  was  not 
one  merchant  now  in  this  city  who  was  opposed  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  situation  of  himself  and  the 
senator  differed  He  had  studied  the  subject,  and 
had  satisfied  himself  that  the  bill  would  be  benefi- 
cial; and  for  him  there  might  be  sufficient  reasons 
for  such  a conclusion.  But  Mr.  C.  hoped  that  he 
would  not,  therefore,  call  upon  others  to  vote  with- 
out understanding  the  subject.  He  thought  the  re- 
quest to  postpone  perfectly  reasonable,  that  others 
might  be  as  well  informed  as  he  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  such  perfect  reliance 
on  the  information  and  intelligence  of  the  senator, 
that  he  believed  his  mind  would  be  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  the  first  of  December  as  much  as  now.  He 
despaired  of  a change  in  its  favor  by  that  time.  He 
called  for  the  yeas  anti  nays  on  the  question  of  post- 
ponement, which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  King , of  Alabama,  said  he  thought  the  bill 
would  be  advantageous,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
go  against  it.  He  would  move,  however,  to  post- 
pone it  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Calhoun  accepted  this  modification,  though 
he  still  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  acted  on  till  the 
next  session;  and  the  bill,  Mr.  Buchanan  assenting, 
was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  adjourned. 

September  19.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  senate  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  December  nExt: 

1st.  The  average  quantity  of  public  land  offered 
at  public  sale  per  annum,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  cash  system,  and  the  average  price  per  acre 
in  each  year: 

2d.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  re- 
mained subject  to  private  entry  and  not  sold,  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  or  upwards: 


3d.  The  quantity  subject  to  private  entry,  and 
unsold,  for  fifteen  years,  and  under  twenty: 

4th.  The  quantity  subject  to  private  entry,  and 
unsold,  for  ten  years,  and  under  fifteen: 

5th.  The  quantity  subject  to  private  entry,  five 
years  and  under  ten,  designating  the  state  or  terri- 
tory in  which  the  lands  of  each  class  are  situated; 
and 

6th.  The  aggregate  quantity  of  public  lands  in 
each  state  and  territory,  what  portion  has  been  sur- 
veyed, and  what  portion  has  been  sold;  and  the  ag- 
gregate amount  received  therefor  in  each. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed,  viz:  The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes;  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  payment 
on  merchants’  revenue  bonds;  and  the  bill  for  ad- 
justing the  remaining  claims  on  the  late  deposite 
banks. 

In  pursuance  of  notice,  Mr.  Rives  rose  to  intro- 
duce a bill  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  the  revenues  of  the  government,  and  ad- 
dressed the  senate  for  more  than  two  hours,  enter- 
ing largely  into  the  subjects  to  which  it  related. 
[The  speech  will  be  given  at  length  hereafter.] 
Leave  was  then  given,  and  Mr.  Rives  introduced 
his  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second 
reading. 

[The  bill  is  similar  in  its  provisions  to  one  of  the 
same  title  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  at  the  last  session 
of  congress,  authorizing  the  reception  by  govern- 
ment of  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  of  a de- 
nomination not  less  than  twenty  dollars;  the  bill 
being  changed  in  a few  of  its  features,  to  adapt  it 
better  to  the  state  of  affairs  presented  by  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  and  requiring  no  distinctions  as 
to  money  shall  be  made  in  the  various  branches  of 
the  revenue.] 

Mr.  Benton  presented  two  statements  which  he 
had  received  from  the  treasury  department,  of  the 
amount  of  specie  imported  and  exported  during  the 
present  year,  &c.  [See  page  50.] 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
war  department,  with  a report  of  the  board  of  offi- 
cers appointed  at  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
experiments  to  test  certain  new  inventions  in  fire- 
arms. 

Also,  a report  from  the  colonel  of  the  ordnance 
department,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the 
senate  in  February,  1837.  Both  these  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  held  an 
executive  session,  and  then  adjourned. 

September  20.  Mr.  Swift  presented  memorials 
and  remonstrances  from  citizens  of  Vermont  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  amounting 
to  ten  or  eleven  in  number;  which  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Niles  presented  a memorial  of  the  same  cha- 
racter from  Connecticut;  which  wms  also  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  a petition  from  several  citi- 
zens of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court,  and  an 
increase  of  the  terms  held  by  the  said  court;  which 
was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a memorial  from  the  citizens 
of  Essex  county,  New  Jersey,  against  the  admis- 
sion of  any  new  state  into  the  union.  Also,  a me- 
morial from  Huntington  county,  against  the  admis- 
sion of  Texas  into  the  union.  Also,  a petition  from 
the  same,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  all  which  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the 
great  conflagration  of  1835,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
which  received  its  first  reading,  and  was  ordered  to 
a second  reading  to-morrow. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  a remission  of  all 
duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on  all  unbro- 
ken and  entire  packages  of  goods  and  merchandise 
consumed  in  the  fire  of  New  York;  and  it  provides 
for  a proportionate  remission  on  packages  which 
had  been  opened  before  the  fire.  Commissioners 
are  to  be  appointed,  consisting  of  the  collectors  and 
other  officers  in  New  York  city,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  packa- 
ges destroyed  by  the  fire,  the  names  and  residences 
of  the  sufferers,  the  amount  of  goods  destroyed,  &c. 
They  are  to  meet  in  New  York,  and  take  testimony 
on  oath  respecting  these  particulars.  No  claim  to  be 
entertained  which  shall  not  be  presented  to  the 
commissioners  within  four  months  of  the  opening 
of  their  commissions.  The  commissioners,  on  the 
completion  of  their  investigations,  shall  make  out 
their  statement  and  send  it  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  from  time  to  time 
to  receive  and  examine  Ihe  statements  of  claims 
presented  and  admitted  by  the  commissioners,  and 
which  shall  be  subjected  to  his  approval  or  disap-. 


proval.  When  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
have  made  known  his  determination  upon  the 
claims  presented,  then  the  commissioners  shall 
make  out  certificates  of  remission  according  to  the 
amount  remitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
claimants,  and  these  certificates,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  collectors 
and  others  as  money  in  payment  of  duties,  &c.  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  sums  remitted.  It  is  provid- 
ed, however,  that  every  individual  receiving  such 
certificates  to  pass  in  payment  of  bonds  and  dues, 
&c.  shall  give  security  in  bond  and  penalty  to  pay 
double  the  amount  of  money  remitted,  with  interest 
if  it  should  ever  appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the 
remission  is  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  employ 
a clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  $2000,  shall 
be  determined  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.] 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Walker,  for  the 
establishment  of  a port  of  entry  at  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi,  being  taken  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table.  Mr.  Walker  expressed  a wish  that  it 
might  be  acted  upon  immediately,  for  the  following 
reasons:  The  president  of  the  Vicksburg  railroad 
company  had  chartered  a vessel  to  bring  on  iron  for 
a railroad  in  the  interior  of  the  country  fo  Vicks- 
burg; the  ship  was  chartered  under  the  impression 
that  Vicksburg  would  be  made  a port  of  entry;  and 
if  this  was  not  done,  and  the  vessel  suffered  to  land 
its  cargo  at  Vicksburg,  a great  increase  of  expense 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  railroad,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  an  important  work  of  internal  improvement 
be  so  far  impeded.  Mr.  Hubbard  confessed  he  did 
not  feel  satisfied  by  the  reasons  given.  It  was  cer- 
tain the  house  would  adhere  to  its  rule,  not  to 
enter  upon  business  beyond  the  subjects  of  the 
message,  and,  therefore,  all  action  by  the  senate  on 
such  matters  would  be  a loss  of  time.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public  of- 
ficers, as  depositories  for  receiving  the  public  mo- 
ney, was  then  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  moved  the  amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  on  Monday  he  should 
offer  to  this  bill,  which  having  been  stated  in  the 
senate,  it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Wright,  with 
the  consent  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  modified  to  read  as  fol- 
lows, (the  passages  enclosed  in  []  being  those  add- 
ed by  Mr.  W.:) 

Sec.  . Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due  to  the 
government  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie-paying banks;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
one-half  may  be  so  received;  and  from  and  alter  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  one- 
fourth;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  all  sums  due  lor 
duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts  to  the 
government,  [and  all  payments  to  the  general  post 
office  department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only,]  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as  may 
be  directed  to  be  received  by  law;  [and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-one,  all  officers  or  agents  engaged  in  making 
disbursments  for  the  United  States  or  genera!  post 
office  department,  shall  make  all  their  payments  in 
gold  and  silver  only,  or  in  such  notes  or  paper  as 
shall  be  authorized  by  law;  and  any  revenue  or  dis- 
bursing officer,  neglecting  so  to  do,  shall  be  dismiss- 
ed from  his  office,  and  forfeit  all  compensation 
which  shall  then  be  due.] 

Mr.  Niles  then  rose,  and  spoke  between  two  and 
three  hours  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  When  he 
concluded. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
adjourned. 

September  21.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a remon- 
strance from  sundry  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Morris  presented  a remon- 
strance, on  the  same  subject,  from  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Clermont,  Ohio.  Mr.  Lyon  presented  a 
remonstrance,  of  like  character,  of  420  citizens  of 
the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Mr.  Hubbard 
also  presented  a petition  and  a resolution  from  the 
legislature  of  New  Hampshire- — (subjects  not  men- 
tioned). All  these  documents  were,  without  read- 
ing, laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  were  referred  memorials  from  the  chambers 
of  commerce  of  New  Orleans  and  of  St.  Louis,  and 
from  various  other  quarters,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank,  reported  the  following  re- 
solution: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1837.  Head, 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  together  with  the  amendment  offered 
thereto  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  senate  about 
an  hour  and  a half  in  opposition  both  to  the  project 
of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  that  of  Mr.  Benton,  and  in  dis- 
cussing the  various  questions  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration — declaring  it  as  his 
opinion,  and  arguing  from  facts  and  documents  to 
show  that  the  present  derangement  of  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  government,  and  the  pecuniary 
distresses  of  the  country,  had  been  caused  by  the 
series  of  executive  experiments  on  the  currency 
crowned  and  consummated  by  the  treasury  specie 
circular.  He  expressed  himself  also  opposed  to  the 
project  of  Mr.  Rives,  though  willing  to  take  it  in 
preference  to  the  others,  if  driven  to  a choice  of 
evils,  and  unable  to  obtain  any  better  measure  of 
relief  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Strange,  of  North  Carolina,  followed  in  a 
speech  of  near  three  hours,  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
When  he  concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  September  14. — Mr.  Adams,  on  the  call 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  (the  states  being  in 
the  progress  of  being  called  for  petitions,)  presented 
a memorial  from  Sherlock  S.  Gregory,  of  Rensselaer 
county,  New  York,  praying,  for  various  reasons 
therein  stated,  that  congress  would  make  him  an 
alien.  Mr.  A.  said  it  might  perhaps  be  doubted 
whether  the  petitioner  was  in  his  right  senses,  and 
possibly  he  might  be  called  “the  New  York  mad- 
man but  with  al^the  eccentricity  manifest  in  the 
memorial,  he  had  chosen  to  present  it,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  it  called  up  a great  and  w'eighty  con- 
stitutional question,  viz.  whether  congress  does  pos- 
sess the  power  to  make  a citizen  an  alien.  The 
memorial  was  in  course  laid  upon  the  table  until  the 
meeting  of  congress  in  December. 

Mr.  Sibley,  of  New  York,  Mi’.  .Alien,  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Downing,  of  Flo- 
rida, severally  presented  memorials  praying  for  the 
incorporation  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Sheffer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Iivnter,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Goode,  of  Ohio,  severally  presented  remon- 
strances against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the 
union. 

Mr.  Paynler  presented  a petition  of  citizens  of 
the  third  congressional  district  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, setting  forth  that  Charles  Naylor,  who 
holds  a seat  as  member  of  the  present  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  was  not  duly 
elected,  and  praying  that  his  seat  may  be  declared 
vacant. 

Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Jenifer  presented  petitions, 
and  Mr.  McClure  presented  a memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  of  a sufficient  sum  for  the  re- 
moval of  free  negroes  and  manumited  slaves  to 
Africa. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a paper  entitled  “mode 
in  which  the  revenues  of  Great  Britain  are  carried 
into  the  exchequer,  and  mode  of  collecting,  keeping, 
and  transferring  public  money  in  France.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following: 

A bill  authorizing  a further  postponement  of  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  bonds  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  grant  such  further 
extension  of  credit  upon  all  bonds  for  duties  now 
outstanding,  as  shall  make  the  whole  extension  of 
credit  upon  each  bond  six  months  from  the  time 
when  the  original  bond  became  due  and  payable, 
making  the  extension  in  each  case  to  depend  upon 
the  same  conditions  as  to  additional  security,  the 
payment  of  interest,  and  other  terms,  which  have 
been  prescribed  by  the  treasury  department  to  the 
extension  of  revenue  bonds  since  May  last:  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  any  existing  bonds  where  the  par- 
ties to  the  same  have  not,  since  the  bonds  became 
payable,  given  additional  security,  or  made  part 
payment,  and  are,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment, considered  insolvent,  or  unsafe  securities 
for  the  payment  of  their  bonds. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  addi- 
tional credit  of  six  months,  granted  by  the  first 


section  of  this  act  upon  outstanding  duty  bonds,  i 
shall  be  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  granted 
upon  all  bonds  for  duties  which  may  be  given  during 
the  period  of  one  year  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  the 
security  in  any  bond  which  has  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  postponed,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  the  prin- 
cipal or  sureties  in  the  same  shall  not  be  disabled 
from  being,  in  the  mean  time,  till  the  period  of 
postponement  provided  for  by  this  act  expires,  re- 
ceived as  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds  for 
duties,  notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may 
not  have  been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extend- 
ed, before,  or  on  the  day  it  fell  due:  Provided,  that 
such  principal  and  sureties  shall  be  found,  in  all 
other  respects,  safe  and  satisfactory  security  for  the 
bonds  to  which  they  may  be  proposed  as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a credit  of 
one,  two,  and  three  months  shall  be  allowed  on  the 
duty  on  all  merchandise  now  remaining  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  customs  upon  which  the  duties  are  payable 
in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  received  for  such  duties 
shall  be  in  equal  instalments  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  in  the  form  and 
upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  existing  laws, 
and  by  this  act:  Provided,  that  the  said  merchan- 
dise shall  be  entered  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  October  next. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  opera- 
tion of  all  prior  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  suspended  in  those 
particulars  in  which  they  may  conflict  with,  or  dif- 
fer from,  its  provisions,  until  this  act  shall  cease  by 
its  own  limitation. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  also  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house 
certain  abstracts  prepared  in  the  treasury,  and  a do- 
cument showing  the  manner  of  collecting  the  reve- 
nue in  Great  Britain  and  France. 

They  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.  offered  a resolution  sus- 
pending the  16th  rule  of  the  house,  which  requires 
the  speaker  to  call  the  states  in  order  for  petitions; 
but,  after  a brief  discussion,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Boon  asked  leave  to  move  a resolution  alter- 
ing the  hour  lor  the  meeting  of  the  house  to  10 
o’clock  A.  M.  but  the  house  refused  leave. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
communicate  to  this  house  all  the  orders  issued, 
and  correspondence  with'the  several  deposite  banks, 
in  reference  to  the  transfers  and  payments  of  the 
several  instalments  due  to  the  state  governments 
under  the  deposite  act  of  the day  of  July,  1836. 

Resolved,  That  he  communicate  to  this  house  the 
monthly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite 
banks  from  the  1st  day  of  January  last  to  the  present 
time. 

Resolved,  That  he  communicate  a statement  of 
each  draft,  and  in  whose  favor  drawn,  upon  which 
specie  was  demanded  and  protested  for  non-pay- 
ment, by  any  deposite  bank;  also,  each  state  govern- 
ment which  has  made  a demand  of  specie  and  not 
paid,  and  the  time  when. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  which  was,  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  a select  committee,  proposing  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  rules  of  the  house.  A number  of  the 
amendments  proposed  were  adopted.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  state  the  particulars,  which  would  be  of  but 
little  interest  to  the  general  reader.  An  amendment 
to  the  S6th  rule  being  under  consideration,  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  September  15.  On  the  call  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Irincoln  rose,  and  said  that  he, had 
been  charged  with  the  care  and  presentation  of  nu- 
merous memorials,  subscribed  by  more  than  three 
thousand  of  his  immediate  constituents,  remonstrat- 
ing in  the  most  earnest  manner  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  more  espe- 
cially against  the  admission  of  that  country  into  the 
federal  union.  After  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
house,  which  restricted  the  action  of  the  session  to 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  president's  message, 
he  had  intended  to  have  retained  these  memorials  in 
his  possession,  until  the  occasion  offered  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  which  they  i elate. 
But  the  extraordinary  debate  to  which  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  honorable  colleague  (the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Adams,  asking  information  from  the  president) 
had  subsequently  given  rise,  made  it  his  duty,  as 
he  deemed,  to  present,  without  further  delay,  these 
expressions  of  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents. 
In  moving,  as  he  should  be  constrained  to  do,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  house,  that  the  memorials  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  he  begged  leave  to  give  notice 
that  he  should  call  them  up  for  consideration  when- 
ever any  proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas 


to  the  United  States  should  engage  the  attention  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  Pickens  inquired  whether  they  contained  any 
petition  on  the  subject  of  slavery?  Mr.  Lincoln  re- 
plied in  the  negative;  but  added  that  he  had  a num- 
ber of  memorials  in  his  hand  which  did  relate  to 
that  subject.  Mr.  Pickens  explained,  by  observing 
that  he  had  understood  the  two  subjects  had  been, 
in  many  cases,  blended  in  the  same  petition.  Mr. 
Lincoln  then  presented  the  memorials,  respectively, 
of  462  citizens  of  tl  . town  of  Gardner;  of  Benj. 
Wood  and  100  adult  male  inhabitants,  and  of  Betsy 
Wood  and  213  other  adult  female  inhabitants,  of 
Upton;  of  230  legal  voters  of  the  town  of  Shrews- 
bury; of  Joseph  Ellis  and  others,  male  inhabitants 
of  Lunenburg;  of  Phinehas  Beaman  and  118  others, 
citizens  of  Princetown;  of  60  legal  voters  ofBoylston; 
of  134  legal  voters  of  West  Boylston;  of  Philip  R. 
Merrion,  and  280  others,  citizens  of  Ashburnham, 
and  several  other  memorials  less  numerously  signed, 
and  all  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  prayring  con- 
gress to  reject  all  proposals  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  this  union,  from  whatever  source  they  may 
come. 

Mr.  Lincoln  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Leicester,  Mass.,  against 
the  admission  of  f^exas  into  the  union;  and  these 
resolutions  and  memorials  were,  under  the  rule  of 
the  house,  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a large  number 
more,  of  a similar  tenor,  presented  by  Mr.  Briggs, 
Mr.  Everett,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the  western 
as  well  as  the  eastern  states. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a memorial  praying  for  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  lle’said  he  had 
been  aware  that  these  words  would  occasion  only  a 
universal  shout  of  laughter  in  the  house,  but  be  had 
held  it  to  be  his  duty  to  present  the  memorial,  be- 
cause it  contained  one  suggestion,  that  the  house 
should  reduce  the  pay  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $ 4 
per  diem.  He  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  con- 
science to  withhold  such  a petition  from  the  house 
a single  day  longer.  (A  laugh.) 

Messrs.  Lincoln,  Briggs,  Parmenler,  Everett,  Da- 
vis, Bond,  Allen,  of  Ohio,  T.oomis,  of  Ohio,  and 
Herod  severally  presented  memorials  remonstrating 
against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a memorial  praying  for  the 
incorporation  of  a United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Casey  presented  a petition  for  a donation  of 
land  to  aid  the  internal  improvements  in  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  house,  passed  on 
the  lltli  instant. 

Treasury  department,  1 41  h September,  1837. 

Sip.:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the  11th  instant: 

“Resolved,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  years  remaining  unexpend- 
ed; the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  engage- 
ments contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last, 
and  all  existing  engagements  contracted  since  that 
time;  also,  the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the 
treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  last  and  at 
the  present  time;  and  that  he  also  report  what  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure  can  with  the  least  inju- 
ry to  the  public  service  be  either  wholly  dispensed 
with  during  the  present  year,  or  bear  any  material 
reduction.” 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  shows,  as  desir- 
ed, “the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  past 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpended”  to  be 
$24,075,230  37.  (A) 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  “the  amount  of 
money  drown  from  the  treasury,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  disbursing  officers,  or  agents,  on  the  first 
day  of  May  last,  and  at  the  present  time,  I would 
state,  that  at  the  former  period  it  appears  to  have 
been  $5,264,052  95,  and  at  the  latter  $5,049,540  76. 
It  may’  be  useful  to  add  that  both  sums  are  much 
larger  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unusual  amount  of  deposites  by’  offi- 
cers of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  “what  objects  of  public  expendi- 
ture can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public  service, 
be  either  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present 
year,  or  bear  any  material  reduction,”  I would  ob- 
serve, that  a minute  and  critical  examination  on 
this  point  was  instituted  in  May  last  by  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  result  of  it  was,  that  enough  of  it  could  and 
would  be  postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to 
about  $1 5,000/100. 

Consequently,  the  expenditures  during  the  pre- 
sent yrear  were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon 
that  basis.  After  every  delay  of  them  which  the 
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public  interest  may  permit,  it  is  therefore  expected, 
that,  of  the  outstanding  appropriations  now  ex- 
ceeding $24,000,000,  not  much  over  nine  millians 
will  necessarily  be  required  to  be  expended  during 
the  residue  of  the  year. 

Since  the  resolution  passed,  further  inquiries  on 
this  point  were  instituted  in  connection  with  the 
other  departments  of  the  government;  but  the  re- 
sult has  not  been  essentially  varied  trom  that  to 
which  the  department  arrived  last  spring.  The 
particular  heads  of  appropriations,  that  it  is  sup- 
posed need  not,  and  will  not,  be  expended  in  full 
during  the  year,  and  the  amounts  under  each,  are 
very  numerous  and  difficult  to  be  prepared,  but  it 
desired  will  be  submitted  hereafter  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  practicable. 

"The  only  remaining  inquiry  is  “the  amount  re- 
quired to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements. contracted 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing 
engagements  contracted  since  that  time.” 

Each  department  has  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
statement  on  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  com- 
pleted. But  some  delay  being  unavoidable,  it  has, 
in  the  mean  time,  been  deemed  advisable  to  submit 
immediately  the  answer  to  the  other  portion  ot  the 
resolution. 

Those  statements  will  be  made  as  comprehensive 
as  possible,  but  can,  of  course,  relate  to  only  a 
small  part  of  the  whole  appropriations  of  congress, 
which  it  has  been,  and  will  be,  necessary  to  expend 
during  the  year.  All  salaries  of  judicial,  execu- 
tive, or  other  officers;  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse; the  pay  and  subsistence  in  both  the 
army  and  navy;  all  pensions;  all  Indian  annuities; 
all  private  bills  which  have  passed;  many  miscel- 
laneous appropriations,  with  several  other  items, 
stand  independent  of  any  special  engagements  or 
contracts  made  by  any  public  officer,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  enter  into  this  computation. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  Ike  treasury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
A. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  appropriations  of  the 
past  and  present  years,  remaining  unexpended 
on  the  11th  September,  1837,  inclusive,  agreea- 
bly to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  11th  inst.,  viz: 

Balance  of  appro- 
priations on  the 

31st  Dec.  1836.  $16,752,283  09 

Appropriations  made 
at  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  24th 
congress,  exclu- 
sive of  the  post 
office  department.  $28,575,837  10 
Specific  and  indefi- 
nite appropriations 
made  by  former 
acts  of  congress*  2,824,250  10 

31,400,087  50 


48,152,370  59 

Expenditures  of  the  United  States 
from  the  1st  January  to  the  11th 
September,  1837,  24,077,031  22 


Leaves  balances  of  appropriations 

lllh  September,  1837,  24,075,239  37 

T.  L.  Smith,  register. 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  Sept.  12,  1837. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories,  in 
certain  cases,  on  public  officers. 

Be  it  enacted,  §c.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  treasurers  ofthe  mint  and  its  branches, 
all  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  surveyors  acting 
in  that  capacity,  all  receivers  of  public  money,  and 
postmasters,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to 
keep  safely,  without  loaning  or  using,  all  the  pub- 
lic money  collected  by  them,  or  otherwise,  at  any 
time  placed  in  their  possesion,  till  the  same  is  or- 
dered by  the  proper  department  to  be  transfer- 
red or  paid  out;  in  which  cases,  the  transfers  and 
payments  shall  be  faithfully  made  by  them  as  di- 
rected, and  all  other  duties  performed  as  fiscal  agents, 
which  may.be  imposed  by  this  or  former  acts  of 
congress,  or  by  any  regulation  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment made  in  conformity  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  ./hul  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  others  having  public 
money  to  pay  over,  and  all  patentees  wishing  to 
make  payment  to  the  United  Slates,  may  make  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  in  this  city,  or  to  the  mint  and 
its  branches,  when  near  or  convenient;  and,  when 
not,  may  deposite  the  same  with  such  collector,  re- 
ceiver, or  other  depository,  as  may  be  more  conve- 
niently situated,  and  may  be  selected  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  public  money  in  the  possession  of  any  deposi- 
tory, by  collection,  transfer,  or  payment,  shall  be 
inconveniently  situated  for  public  use,  or  shall  ac- 
cumulate so  as  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  exist- 
ing bond  of  any  such  officer,  any  part  of  it,  or  the 
excess  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  either  be  drawn 
out  for  payments,  or  be  transferred  elsewhere  to 
some  other  depository;  or  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  require  such  additional  security  as  may 
be  considered  proper  and  safe;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  bonds,  new  and  suitable  in  their  terms,  shall 
in  all  cases,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  be  required  of  all  depositories, 
in  such  suras  and  form  as  may  be  deemed  reason- 
able and  secure  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  performance  of  all  the  duties  required  under  the 
same  or  any  previous  laws. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  respectively,  may  be  allowed  any  necessary 
additional  expenses  for  clerks,  fire  proof  chests,  or 
vaults,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe  keeping, 
transferring  and  disbursing  said  moneys;  all  such 
expenses  of  every  character  to  be  first  expressly 
authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  whose 
directions  upon  all  the  above  subjects,  by  way  of 
regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly  followed 
by  all  the  said  officers. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary ofthe  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  the  books, 
accounts,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  several  officers 
charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe  keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys;  and  for 
that  purpose  to  appoint  special  agents,  as  occasion 
may  require,  with  such  reasonable  compensation  as 
he  may  allow,  to  be  fixed  and  declared  at  the  time 
of  each  appointment;  which  said  examinations,  in 
all  cases  where  the  sum  on  hand  usually  exceeds 
three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  the  officer’s  bond, 
shall  not  be  made  less  frequently,  than  once  in  each 
year,  and  as  much  more  frequently  in  those  and  all 
other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his  discretion,  shall 
direct.  The  agents  selected  to  make  these  exam- 
inations shall  be  instructed  to  examine  as  well  the 
books,  accounts,  and  returns  of  the  officer,  as  the 
money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of  its>  being  kept, 
to  the  end  that  uniformity  and  accuracy  in  the  ac- 
counts, as  well  as  safety  to  the  public  moneys,  may 
be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  as  a further  guard  over  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval  officer 
and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  collectors  of  the 
customs  of  their  respective  districts;  of  each  regis- 
ter of  a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver  of 
his  land  office;  and  ofthe  director  and  superintend- 
ent of  each  mint  and  branch  mint,  as  a check  upon 
the  treasurers,  respectively,  of  the  said  mints,  at  the 
close  of  each  quarter  ofthe  year,  and  as  much  more 
frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed  to  do  so  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  examine  the  books,  ac- 
counts, returns,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  collec- 
tors, receivers,  and  treasurers,  and  to  make  a full, 
accurate,  and  faithful  return  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment of  their  condition. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  expedition 
as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  withdraw  the 
balances  remaining  with  the  late  and  present  depo- 
sitories of  the  public  moneys,  except  such  deposites 
as  may  have  been  made  in  the  treasuries  of  the  re- 
spective states,  and  confine  the  safe-keeping,  trans- 
fer, and  disbursement  of  those  moneys  to  the  depo- 
sitories established  by  this  act. 

See.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act,  a 
sufficient  sum  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers 
charged  by  this  act'with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  are  hereby 
required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  kind  of  money  in  wffiich  it  is  re- 
ceived, and  of  each  payment  or  transfer,  and  of  the 
kind  of  currency  in  which  they  are  made;  and  that 
if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  shall  convert  to  his 
own  use,  in  any  way  whatsoever,  or  shall  use  by 
way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  mer- 
chandise, or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest, 
any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  him 
for  safe- keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  (or  any 
other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  ofthe 
said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  used, 
or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a high 
misdemeanor;  and  any  officer  or  person  convicted 
thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of 


competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment for  a term  of  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  equal  to  the  amount 
ofthe  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  law 
or  joint  resolution  now  in  force  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  authorize  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  before  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  to  receive  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver,  treasury 
warrants,  treasury  drafts,  or  treasury  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues. 

The  bill  was  read  at  length,  and  then  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported farther  a bill  “adjusting  the  remaining  claims 
on  the  late  deposite  banks,”  which  received  the 
same  reference  and  order.  Mr.  C.  stated  that  the 
committee  had  but  two  more  bills  on  hand,  which 
would  be  reported  on  Monday  morning;  at  which 
time  he  hoped  the  house  would  be  prepared  to  go 
into  the  business  which  had  called  them  together  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Garland  wished  thesebills  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  some  early  day  next  week,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  gave  notice  that  he  should  introduce  a 
counter-project. 

Mr.  Bell  thought  that,  as  the  entire  system  of 
measures  proposed  by  the  administration  had  been 
reported  to  the  other  house,  there  could  be  no  need 
of  any  further  delay;  let  the  house  proceed  to  act 
on  the  senate’s  bills. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  none  of  these  bills  had 
yet  been  received  from  the  senate;  when  they  did 
come  the  house  could  then  choose  whether  they 
would  take  up  the  bills  reported  by  its  own  com- 
mittee or  those  from  the  senate;  they  were  not  in 
all  respects  strictly  identical. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  the  answer  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  certain  calls  made 
upon  him  respecting  the  amount  of  appropriations 
unexpended,  and  the  engagements  falling  due  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  June,  and  subsequent  thereto, 
&c.  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
rules  of  order,  made  a further  report  on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  former  report,  made  in  part,  on  this  subject. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
11th  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  viz: 

11.  Add  to  the  36th  rule  the  following  clause: 

“All  incidental  questions  of  order  arising  after  a 
motion  is  made  for  the  previous  question,  and  pend- 
ing such  motion,  shall  be  decided,  whether  on  ap- 
peal or  otherwise,  without  debate.” 

It  was  opposed  with  earnestness  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  and  by  Mr.  Mercer,  on 
the  ground  of  its  trenching  on  the  rights  of  the 
majority,  and  cramping  the  freedom  of  debate.  It 
was  stated  by  the  latter  gentleman,  that  this  amend- 
ment had  the  assent  of  but  a bare  majority  of  the 
committee  which  reported  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
said  amendment,  and  decided  as  follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bick- 
nell,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timothy  Carter,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cushman,  DeGratf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry, 
jr.  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantlarid,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  John- 
son, N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble;  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  jr.  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Arphaxed 
Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  Ro- 
bert McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken, 
Phelps,  Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilv,  Sheffer, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Varideveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  .Worthington,  Yell 
—103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  jr.  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Briggs,  Cal- 
houn, Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Filmore, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Grennell,  jr.  Griffin,  Hall, 
Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holfman,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  William 
Cost  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Me- 
Kennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary  Mor- 
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ris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  jr. 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rum- 
sey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shepherd,  Shepard, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliafer- 
ro, Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 
96. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

A number  of  other  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  were  adopted  without  debate — but  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  “at  least  two  thirds”  from 
the  1 07th  rule,  wherever  they  occur,  and  insert  “a 
majority,”  gave  rise  to  a debate  which  consumed 
some  time,  when  the  amendment  was  rejected — 
ayes  8S,  noes  121.  ■» 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  consumed  on  the  re- 
sidue of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  rules,  and 
the  house  adjourned  after  5 o’clock,  to  meet  again 
on  Mondry  next. 

Monday,  September  18.  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama, 
appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  ordered  that 
2,000  additional  copies  of  the  rules,  as  amended  and 
adopted  by  the  house,  including  Jefferson’s  Manual, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  United  states,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Cushing  submitted  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  asserting 
the  power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  petition  congress  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  therein;  which  resolutions  were  laid  on 
,the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  petitions  and  remonstrances  were 
presented  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States, 

Amongst  the  petitions  on  the  former  subject,  Mr. 
Mams  presented,  in  sucession,  about  eighty  differ- 
ent petitions,  which  were,  under  the  rule,  all  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proposed  to  offer  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  house  the  following  resolution. 

“ Resolved , That  the  power  of  annexing  the  peo- 
ple of  any  independent  foreign  state  to  this  union 
is  a pow'er  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  their  congress,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment of  their  government,  but  reserved  to  the  peo- 
ple.” 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  was,  at  this 
hour,  out  of  order,  and  that,  therefore,  it  could  not 
now  be  either  received  or  read. 

The  standing  committees  being  called  upon, 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  senate’s  bill  “to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  states,”  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  referred  to  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  C.  further  reported  a bill  “to  authorize  mer- 
chandise to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  and 
for  other  purposes;”  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ceived the  same  destination. 

Also,  a bill  “to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  shall  not  resume 
specie  payments  w'ithin  a limited  time,  and  to  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  small  notes  therein,”  which 
had  the  same  reference. 

Mr.  C.  stated  that  the  committee  had  received 
from  the  department  of  war  a communication,  stat- 
ing that  there  were  not  in  the  treasury  funds  to  car- 
ry on  the  war  in  Florida;  and  thereupon  asked 
leave  to  report  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

Leave  having  been  given,  Mr.  C.  reported  a bill 
“making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  the 
year  1837.”  The  bill  was  read  at  large,  and  then 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union.  [It  proposes  to  appropriate  $1,600,000  ] 
Mr.  C.  further  moved  a resolution,  directed  by 
the  same  committee  to  be  offered,  fixing  the  daily 
hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  house  at  10  o’clock  A. 
M.  till  further  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan,  it  was  amended  so  as 
to  fix  the  hour  at  11;  and  in  this  form  was  agreed  to 
by  the  house. 

The  following  resolution  moved  on  Wednesday 
by  Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  was  agreed,  to  viz: 

' Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in- 
form this  house  at  what  time  the  bank  of  the  state 
of  Missouri  was  made  a deposite  bank,  and  what 
amount  of  its  own  notes  said  bank  had  in  circula- 
tion, and  what  amount  of  specie  it  had  in  its  vaults 
when  it  was  selected.  Also,  wLat  amount  of  money 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  Illinois,  and  where  the  same  is  now  or- 
dered to  be  deposited. 

The  following  resolution  moved  on  Wednesday 
by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  having  been  read,  viz: 

Resoh\  \ That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 


pare and  report  to  this  house  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient,  a statement  showing  what  methods 
have  been  adopted  for  the  safe  Jceeping  of  the  public 
funds,  since  the  first  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment under  the  constitution;  the  length  of  time  that 
each  method  has  been  in  use,  designating  the  sev- 
eral changes,  and  when  made,  and  what  losses  un- 
der each  method  have  been  sustained  by  the  trea- 
sury, in  consequence  of  defalcation  of  agents  or 
officers  so  entrusted  with  the  funds  forsafe  keeping. 

Mr.  Garland  moved  to  amend  it  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  call  for  all  the  correspondence  of  the  treas- 
ury department  with  its  various  fiscal  officers,  touch- 
ing defalcations  and  neglects  of  duty  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  government. 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  that  this  amendment,  if 
agreed  to,  was  so  comprehensive,  that  a full  answ’er 
to  it  would  probably  fill  several  folio  volumes.  Mr. 
Garland  said  that  if  it  would  occupy  twenty  folios, 
he  desired  to  have  it,  but  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  two  quires  of  paper  would  hold  all  he  asked  for. 
Mr.  Loomis  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  covering 
too  much  ground,  and  requiring  too  much  time  to 
get  an  answer  to.  The  great  object  of  his  inquiry 
had  to  do  simply  with  the  different  modes  adopted 
by  the  government  at  different  times  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  funds,  together  with  the  losses 
which  had  happened  under  each  mode.  If  the  in- 
quiry was  to  be  extended  to  all  defalcations,  it 
would  be  almost  boundless,  as  every  one  knew  that 
in  the  last  war  alone  the  amount  had  been  vastly 
great.  Mr.  Mercer  having  further  urged  his  objec- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  amendment,  Mr.  Garland 
modified  it  so  as  to  confine  it  to  the  years  1834, -’5 
and  ’6.  Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  call  for  the  amount  of  defalcations, 
first,  on  the  part  of  receiving  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment; secondly,  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  em- 
ployed in  keeping  the  public  funds;  and  thirdly, 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  employed  in  disbursing 
them. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  showed  that  this  amendment 
would  make  the  answer  still  more  voluminous;  and 
so  much  so  that  it  would  take  the  department  at  least 
three  months  to  prepare  it.  Its  effect  would  be  to 
defeat  the  original  resolution  entirely,  lor  any  im- 
mediate purpose. 

Mr.  McKay  thereupon  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

And  Mr.  Loomis  still  insisting  on  his  objection 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland,  that  also  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  requiring  the  secretary  ot 
the  treasury  to  report  the  aggregate  amount  of  re- 
ceipts and  of  losses  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, excepting  therefrom  the  amounts  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers  of  the  land  office  and  collectors  of 
the  customs.  He  wished  the  information  in  a con- 
densed shape;  he  w'anted  a bird’s-eye  view  which 
could  at  once  be  seen  and  understood. 

Mr.  Loomis  objected  strongly  to  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  as  apparently  intended  to  defeat 
his  resolution  entirely;  it  contained  nothing  of 
what  he  had  proposed. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Patton,  inquiring 
why  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  were  to  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  call, 

Mr.  Campbell  explained;  disclaimed  all  intention 
to  defeat  the  resolution,  and,  lest  he  should  be  ex- 
posed to  such  an  imputation,  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  resolution,  as  originally  proposed  by  Mr. 
Loomis,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  moved  the  orders  of  the 
day,  hut  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Gholson,  who  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  in- 
structed to  report  upon  the  certificate  of  election  of 
Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  the  members  elect 
from  Mississippi,  whether  they  are  members  of  the 
25th  congress  or  not;  and  that  said  committee  take 
into  their  consideration  the  proclamation  of  his  ex- 
cellency Charles  Lynch,  governor  of  said  state, 
and  the  writ  of  election  issued  in  accordance  with 
said  proclamation,  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1837; 
and,  also,  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  elections,” 
approved  March  2,  1833. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Garland  now  asked  leave  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  have  printed,  the  following  counter-project, 
which  he  intended  hereafter  to  move  as  a substitute 
for  the  plan  proposed  by  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  effect  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
whether  arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of 


land,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein 
provided;  that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  col- 
lected or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  under  the  fol- 
lowing restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such 
notes,  to  wit:  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dol- 
lars shall  be  received  on  account  of  the  public  dues; 

and  from  and  after  the day  of the  notes  of 

no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes 
of  a less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  so 

receivable;  and  from  and  after  the day  of 

the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes 
of  all  banks  issuing  or  circulating  bills  or  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  notes 
shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  money,  which  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  to  be  deposited,  under  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  treasury  department,  shall  not  agree  to 
pass  to  the  credit  ot  the  United  States  as  cash: 
Provided,  That  if  any  deposite  bank  shall  refuse  to 
receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  which  said  bank  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business  receives  on  general  deposite,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposites  from  said  bank;  nor  shall 
the  notes  of  any  bank  be  received,  which  shall  not 
be  received  by  the  state  governments  in  which  it  is 
issued  in  payment  of  its  revenue. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select 
such  state  banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, as,  from  their  location,  shall  be  most  conveni- 
ent for  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  and 
the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  country,  not  ex- 
ceeding   in  number. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  he 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  all 
cases,  to  require  of  the  banks  to  be  retained,  or 
hereafter  selected  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, ample  and  approved  collateral  security  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  faithful  repayment  of  all  such 
sums  of  the  public  money  as  are' or  shall  be  deposit- 
ed with  them,  which  security  shall  be  annually  re- 
newed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sp.cto- 
tary  may  in  his  discretion,  whenever  the  circulation 
of  any  deposite  bank  shall  exceed  three  times  the 
amount  of  its  actual  specie  capital,  discontinue 
such  bank  as  a depository  of  the  public  money, 
and  the  receipt  of  its  notes  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of 
the  banks  which  have  suspends!  specie  payments, 
the  notes  of  which,  previous  to  said  suspension, 
were  received  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue, 
shall  bona  fide  resume  specie  payments  one  month 

previous  to  the day  of , then  and  in  that 

case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  money  to  receive  the  notes  of 
such  bank  or  banks  in  payment  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, under  the  restrictions  and  limitations  hereinbe- 
fore prescribed.  But  the  bills  or  notes  of  any  bank 
failing  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie  as  aforesaid, 
within  the  time  limited,  shall  not  be  thereafter  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawfful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  if  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  continue  as  depositories 
of  the  public  money  any  bank  which  has  suspend- 
ed specie  payments  as  aforesaid,  under  such  limita- 
tions and  conditions  as  he  may  prescribe. 

The  paper  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Everett  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  number 
of  Indians  employed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent Seminole  war,  and  copies  of  all  orders  and  in- 
structions under  which  Indians  have  been  employed, 
or  have  been  directed  to  be  employed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  since  the  commencement 
of  said  war. 

This  resolution  would  regularly  lie  one  day  on 
the  table,  but  was  agreed  to  by  general  consent, 
without  that  delay. 

Mr.  Patton , before  the  house  should  go  to  the 
orders  of  the  day,  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman, 
or  some  member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  whe- 
ther the  house  was  to  expect  from  that  committee 
any  report  on  the  subject  of  the  president’s  recom- 
mendation touching  a bankrupt  law? 

No  response  was  given  to  this  inquiry. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
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the  union,  (Mr.  Haynes,  of  Geo.  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  senate  post- 
poning the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the 
states. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Geo.,  moved  to  amend  it  by  sub- 
stituting for  it  the  following: 

A bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  suspend  the  expenditure  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  from  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations,  and  to  require  the  execution  of  the 
deposite  law  of  June,  1836. 

Inasmuch  as  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  made  to  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  I4th  day  of  September,  1S37,  states  the  fact, 
that  on  that  day  there  remained  of  unexpended 
balances  of  appropriations  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent years,  the  sum  of  twenty-four  millions  seventy- 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars 
thirty-seven  cents,  and  that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
would  not  be  required  during  the  present  year  of 
said  sum  for  public  uses: 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  sus- 
pend the  expenditure  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
of  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  of  the 
past  and  present  years,  and  that  said  sum  be  placed 
in  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  and  use  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  suspend  the  said  sum  of  fifteen  millions  from  such 
of  said  unexpended  appropriations  which  in  his 
judgment  shall  least  affect  the  public  interest. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required 
to  carry  fully  into  execution  the  deposite  act  of 
June,  1836;  and  that  all  laws  contravening  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  be  repealed  so  far,  and  no  farther. 

A debate  took  place  on  this  motion,  after  which 
the  committee  rose  without  taking  the  question. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  following  state- 
ments, prepared  by  himself,  to  show  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 

Estimated  stale  of  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1837. 

Specie  fund  in  land  offices 

and  banks,  $ 700, 000 

Specie  lund  in  the  mint,  800,000 

$1,600,000 

Balances  due  from  banks  which  will 

remain  undrawn  on  the  1st  October,  5,000,000 

Instalment  due  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  Statos  on  the  1st  October, 
deducting  the  amount  paid  through 
an  arrangement  with  the  navy  de- 
partment, about  1,500,000 

Available  and  unavailable  funds,  $8, 000,000 

Deduct  the  sums  which  will  not  be 
available  either  for  deposite  or  for 
current  expenses  of  government  for 
some  time  to  come,  viz: 

Employed  in  the  mint  for  the  purchase 
of  bullion,  &c.  which  cannot  be  ap- 
plied to  any  immediate  use,  500,000 
Of  the  five  millions  due  from 
banks,  only  $750,000  are 
due  from  banks  east  and 
north  of  Virginia,  and  but 
$250,000  from  other  banks 
which  can  be  consider- 
ed available,  leaving  whol- 
ly unavailable  in  remote 
banks  4,000,000 

It  is  understood  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States 
has  become  the  purchaser 
of  treasury  transfer  drafts 
to  the  states,  (presuming 
that  they  were,  like  other 
drafts,  receivable  in  pay- 
ment for  public  dues),  to 
meet  the  instalment  due 
on  the  1st  of  October, 
whether  they  are  received 
or  not — the  fund  will  be 
unavailable — in  the  one 
case  the  claim  continues 
on  the  United  States  bank, 
and  in  the  other  the  ba- 
lance due  from  the  state 
banks  is  increased  to  the 
amount  of  $1,500,000 

6,000,000 

Leaving  in  the  treasury,  to 

meet  current  expenses  2,000,000 

Of  which  there  is  in  specie  1,000,000 
Balances  due  from  non-spe- 
cie paying  banks  1,000,000 


Probable  state  of  the  treasury  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year,  including  unavailable  funds,  or  all 
funds  which  cannot  be  applied  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  government. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  1st  of  October — 

In  specie  $1,000,000 

In  banks  1,000,000 

$2,000,000 

Receivable  from  public  lands, 

probably  less,  but  may  be  1,000,000 
Current  receipts  from  cus- 
toms, bonds,  cash  duties, 

&c.  if  the  payment  of  the 
bonds  be  postponed,  and 
not  including  suspended 
bonds  - 1,000,000 

Suspended  bonds,  payable 
from  the  middle  of  No- 
vember to  1st  January  1,900,000 
Receipts  from  miscellane- 
ous sources  - - 100,000 

4,000,000 


$6,000,000 

The  expenditures  during  the  last  quar- 
ter, estimated  at  the  monthly  rates 
for  the  first  eight  months  in  the  year, 

will  be $9,000,000 

Extraordinary  appropriations,  which 
will  be  immediately  required  for  the 
Florida  war,  - 1,600,000 

Allowance  for  drafts  on  banks  (four 
and  a half  millions  outstanding) 
which  have  been  issued,  and  which 
may  be  returned  in  the  last  quarter 
in  payment  of  public  dues  instead 
of  money,  besides  the  million  and  a 
half  purchased  by  the  United  States 

bank, 600,000 

Balance  required  to  be  in  the  treasury 
to  meet  contingent  demands,  (par- 
ticularly necessary  when  the  out- 
standing appropriations  amount  to 
twenty-four  millions,)  and  exclud- 
ing the  additional  half  million  al- 
lowed by  law  for  the  use  of  the 
mint,  - - - - - - 4,000,000 


$15,100,000 

Deduct  the  available  means  in  fourth 

quarter, 6,000,000 


Amount  to  be  provided,  - $9,100,000 

These  statements  were  ordered  to  be  printed;  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Among  other  memorials  presented  yesterday,  Mr. 
Evans  presented  the  following,  viz:  Of  210  citi- 

zens of  Winthrop,  Maine;  of  79  citizens  of  Strong, 
Maine;  of  107  citizens  of  Winslow,  Maine;  of  51 
citizens  of  Bath,  Maine;  of  56  citizens  Bath,  Maine; 
of  44  male  and  45  female  inhabitants  of  Ch“sterville, 
Maine:  all  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  union;  which  were  severally  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  Friday  Mr.  Briggs  presented  the  remonstrance 
of  126  inhabitants  of  Williamston,  Massachusetts, 
against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union; 
and  on  Monday  Mr.  Briggs  presented  two  remon- 
strances from  the  inhabitants  of  Hawley,  Massachu- 
setts, against  the  admission  of  Texas. 

Mr.  McKennan  presented  two  memorials,  one 
from  Rev.  Alex.  Donnan  and  US  citizens  of  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  the  other  by  Jas.  Reed  and  200 
citizens  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  re- 
monstrating in  strong  terms  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  union. 

Tuesday , September  19.  Mr.  E.  J.  Shields,  a 
member  from  Tennessee,  was  sworn  and  took  his 
seat.  Petitions  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Adams,  w'ho  presented  a 
great  number,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Vt.,  Mr.  Russell,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass.,  Mr.  Borden,  of 
Mass.,  Mr.  Childs,  Mr.  Phillips , &c. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  yesterday  ruled  out  of  order 
by  the  chair: 

“ Resolved , Thatthe  power  of  annexing  the  people 
of  any  independent  foreign  state  to  this  union  is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  their  congress,  or  to  any  department 
of  their  government,  but  reserved  to  the  people.” 

Mr.  Hamer  objecting  to  the  reception  of  the  mo- 
tion as  not  being  now  in  order, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  rules  he  suspended 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce  the  re- 
solution; and  on  this  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays:  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them,  and  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  negatived. 

The  states  being  then  again  called  in  order  for 
the  offering  of  resolutions,  and  Massachusetts  hav- 


ing been  called,  Mr.  Adams  again  offered  the  same 
resolution,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  ottered  a resolution  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a statement  of  the 
quantity  of  wheat  which  had  been  imported  into 
the  ports  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York 
and  Boston,  within  the  last  and  present  fiscal  years. 

Various  modifications  of  the  resolution  were  pro- 
posed by  Messrs.  Hamer,  Haynes,  Fillmore,  McKay, 
Cambreleng,  Underwood,  Mercer,  and  Loomis;  all  or 
most  of  which  were  readily  assented  to  by  the 
mover,  who  desired  the  information  for  the  use  of 
an  agricultural  society  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  carry  back  the 
inquiry  to  the  last  ten  years,  and  also  add  a clause 
calling  on  the  secretary,  to  state  the  causes,  so  far 
as  known  to  the  department,  of  the  great  increase 
of  importations  within  the  last  two  years.  He  as- 
signed, as  a reason  for  his  amendment,  that  in  his 
part  of  the  country  the  importation  was  attributed 
to  a want  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and 
hence  it  was  inferred  the  distress  of  the  country 
proceeded,  ar.d  therefore  we  must  have  a treasury 
bank,  &c.  Now,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  already 
a great  deal  too  much  ploughing.  The  course  of 
the  argument,  and  the  data  on  which  it  was  found- 
ed, seemed  to  him  like  the  prescription  of  Shak- 
speare’s  fopling,  who  said: 

“The  sovereignest  thing  on  earth 
“Was  parmaceti  for  an  inward  bruise.” 

There  was  no  use  in  calling  for  insulated  data; 
let  the  inquiry  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  warrant 
some  result;  let  the  call  go  back  to  the  year  1827, 
when  the  currency  was  sound,  and  the  people 
prosperous  and  satisfied — though  there  was  less 
ploughing  than  at  present.  The  blame  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things  did  not  rest  with  the  peo- 
ple, but  with  the  people’s  servants. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
inquiry’s  being  made  as  extensive  as  any  gentle- 
man desired,  but  he  had  confined  the  call  to  the 
years  ’36  and  ’37  simply  because,  if  there  was  any 
considerable  importation  of  foreign  grain  previous 
to  that  time,  it  was  unknown  to  him.  He  believed 
it  would  be  but  a light  labor  to  report  the  amount 
previous  to  those  years.  He  remembered  when, 
in  tariff  times,  the  duty  of  twenty-five  cent3  a 
bushel,  on  imported  wheat,  was  proposed,  it  was 
treated  with  derison,  as  such  importations  were  out 
of  the  horizon  of  all  probability;  up  to  that  time 
none  had  been  brought  into  the  country,  save  as 
mere  specimens  for  curiosity  or  agricultural  im- 
provement. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ewing  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Haynes,  amended  by  inserting  twelve  years  in  the 
place  of  ten,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Patton  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  house — 

1st.  A copy  of  all  the  documents  and  corres- 
pondence in  his  department  relative  to  the  recall  of 
major  general  Scott  from  the  command  against  the 
Seminole  and  Creek  Indians. 

2d.  A copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  enquiry  convened  in  Fredericktown, 
in  relation  to  the  operations  against  the  Seminole 
and  Creek  Indians,  together  with  the  decisions 
thereon  of  the  late  and  present  executive. 

3d.  A copy  of  the  orders  to  major  general  Scott 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  his  command,  and  the 
terms  he  might  offer  to  the  enemy. 

4th.  A copy  of  the  orders  to  major  general  Jesup 
on  assigning  to  him  the  same  command,  and  a 1 
other  orders  and  correspondence  with  general  Jesup 
subsequent  thereto,  which  he  may  deem  not  injuri- 
ous to  the  public  service  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  lies  one  day  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Jenifer  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  presidentof  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  what 
measures  have  been  adopted  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  congress  in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries. 
Also,  such  information  as  he  may  have  received 
from  our  ministers  or  other  agents'  abroad  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same;  provided,  in  his  opinion,  such 
communication  may  not  be  detrimental  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house,  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  December  next — 

1st.  The  average  quantity  of  public  land  offered 
at  public  sale  per  annum,  3ince  the  1st  of  January, 
1823. 
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2d.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  re- 
mained subject  to  private  entry,  and  not  sold  for  a 
period  of  20  years  and  more. 

3d.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been 
subject  to  private  entry  for  15  years  and  under  20. 

4th.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have 
been  subject  to  private  entry  for  10  years  and  under 
15,  designating  the  state  or  territory  in  which  the 
lands  of  each  class  are  situated. 

5th.  The  aggregate  quantity  of  public  land  in 
each  state  and  territory,  what  portion  has  been  sold, 
and  the  amount  received  therefor. 

6th.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have 
been  subject  to  private  entry  for  5 years  and  un- 
der 10. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  extraor- 
dinary delays  and  failures,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
penditures, which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  against  the  Indians  in  Florida;  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the  recess, 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng  inquired  why  it  was  proposed 
that  the  committee  should  sit  during  the  recess? 
Mr.  Wise  responded;  whereupon  an  interesting  de- 
bate arose  in  which  Messrs.  Wise , Everett,  Glascock, 
Cushing,  Bond,  Cambreleng  and  Underwood  partici- 
pated." The  further  debate  was  cut  off' by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour  allotted  to  resolutions.  [The 
debate  on  the  above  resolution,  on  this  and  subse- 
quent days  shall  be  inserted  hereafter.]  The  house 
then  went  again  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr. 
Haynes  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  senate’s  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposites  with 
the  states. 

Mr.  Dawson,  to  avoid  embarrassing  the  discus- 
sion of  the  principle  of  that  bill,  withdrew  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  him  yesterday,  when 

Mr.  Bell,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  committee  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickens  also  addressed  the  house  at  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  sent  down  from  the 
senate. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  McKay, 
Bell,  Wise,  Robertson,  and  Cambrelcng,  Mr.  Titus 
moved  that  the  committee  rise,  which  was  agreed 
to;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

, Wednesday,  Sept.  20.  A large  number  of  peti- 
tions were  presented  to-day,  some  of  which  were 
laid  on  the  table  under  the  order  of  the  house,  and 
others  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
A great  proportion  of  the  petitions  were  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

The  speaker  presented  a letter  from  Henry  A. 
Wise,  covering  one  from  Richard  Randolph,  of  Vir- 
ginia, presenting  congress  with  a portrait  of  Pey- 
ton Randolph.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
library. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  by  general  con- 
sent at  once,  and  adopted  nem.  con.  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
required  to  lav  before  this  house  a statement  of  the 
amount  of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued  before  the 
end  of  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  and  where 
payable;  of  the  amount  then  due  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  where  payable;  and  of  the 
data  on  which  the  accruing  revenue  for  the  last 
half  of  the  present  year  was  founded. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  with  an  amend- 
ment (adding  further  penal  provisions).  The  bill 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  au- 
thorizing the  postponement  of  duty  bonds  due  the 
government,  with  amendments;  and  it  was  also  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from 
the  senate  for  adjusting  the  claims  yet  standing 
against  the  rieposiie  banks.  Also  referred. 

Mr.  Biddle  said  he  had  received  from  Pittsburg, 
and  other  parts  of  his  district,  numerous  and  urgent 
letters  on  the  subject  of  a bankrupt  law,  and  would, 
with  the  permission  of  the  house,  ask  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  whether 
it  was  designed  to  report  a bill  at  the  special  ses- 
sion? If  so,  he  would  further  respectfully  ask,  with 
a view  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  successful  ac- 
tion, whether  it  was  contemplated  to  report  a bill 
which  might  come  in  conflict  with  the  well  known 
constitutional  opinions- of  the  president?  In  1827, 
the  president,  then  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  took  the  stand  that  no  bankrupt  law  could, 
in  this  country,  constitutionally  embrace  planters 


or  farmers,  or  others  than  those  who  were  strictly 
within  the  meaning  of  the  term  bankrupt,  as  drawn 
from  England,  and  as  understood  by  the  framers  of 
the  constitution.  The  doctrine  then  announced,  as 
it  appeared  to  Mr.  13.  would  compel  the  president 
to  veto  such  a bill  as  is  recommended  in  the  mes- 
sage. Similar  provisions  were  offered  in  1S27,  hut 
were  successfully  repelled  by  Mr.  Hayne  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  unknown  to  the  bankrupt 
law  of  any  country.  He  himself  had  no  such  scru- 
ples; but  knowing  that  they  might  influence  others, 
lie  wished  as  frank  a communication  as  was  deem- 
ed proper  on  a subject  of  absorbing  interest  to  ma- 
ny, and  on  which  he  was  daily  importuned.  He 
wished  delusive  hopes  on  this  subject  to  be  aban- 
doned. 

Mr.  Thomas  replied.  He  was  sorry  he  could  not 
give  as  satisfactory  a response  at  present  as  the  gen- 
tleman could  desire.  The  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary had  held  two  meetings  on  that  and  kindred 
subjects.  At  the  first  meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  all  the  committee  that  a final 
decision,  as  to  reporting  a bankrupt  law  at  this  ses- 
sion of  congress,  should  he  postponed  until  it  were 
ascertained  whether  the  consideration  of  the  mea- 
sures to  be  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  would  occupy  the  time  of  congress  till  the 
day  for  the  commencement  of  the  regular  annual 
session  or  not.  Power  had  been  given  to  the  chair- 
man to  assemble  the  committee  as  soon  as  any  de- 
finite information  as  to  the  duration  of  the  session 
could  be  ascertained.  A few  days  since,  however, 
during  his  absence  from  his  seat,  he  learnt  that  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr  Patton),  had  ad- 
dressed a similar  inquiry  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary;  whereupon  a member 
of  that  committee  had  assembled  the  committee 
upon  the  subject.  The  meeting  was  held  and  ad- 
journed to  meet  again  to-morrow  (Thursday)  morn- 
ing. Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  easi- 
ly pereeived  that  he,  the  chairman,  could  not  possi- 
bly predict  what  would  be  the  result  of  the  com- 
mittee’s consultations  on  the  subject.  But  in  all 
probability  a specific  direction  would  be  given  to 
the  chairman  at  the  meeting  to-morrow,  to  give  a 
decisive  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  had  been  made. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

Treasury  department,  Sept.  20,  1837. 

Sir:  This  report  is  made  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  the  18th  instant: 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in- 
form this  house  at  what  time  the  bank  of  the  state 
of  Missouri  was  made  a deposite  bank;  and  what 
amount  of  its  own  notes  said  bank  had  in  circula- 
tion, and  what  amount  of  specie  it  had  in  its  vaults, 
when  it  was  selected.  Also,  what  amount  of  mo- 
ney is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  Illinois,  and  where  the  same  is  now  or- 
dered to  be  deposited.” 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry,  I have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  the  agreement  and  bond  executed  in  be- 
half of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  bear  date 
the  fifth  day  of  July,  1837.  Some  time  elapsed  be- 
fore these  papers  reached  the  department,  and  ex- 
planations were  requested,  which  occasioned  a fur- 
ther delay  of  several  weeks.  The  selection  was 
decided  upon,  the  16th  August,  1837;  on  which  day 
the  notice  of  it,  together  with  the  forms  ol  the  re- 
turns required,  &c.  were  transmitted  to  the  bank. 
The  selection,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  is  consider- 
ed to  take  effect  for  some  purposes  from  the  date 
of  the  bond  and  agreement. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  appears  by  the 
last  returns  of  the  bank  received  here,  that  it  had 
in  its  vaults  in  specie  $293,308  72,  and  had  issued 
no  bills  of  its  own. 

This  last  circumstance  existed  with  regard  to  the 
Louisville  Savings  Institution  at  the  lime  of  its  se- 
lection, and  since,  and  was  deemed.  as  it  has  proved, 
a great  security  to  the  treasury.  Recently  the  bank 
of  Missouri  has  issued  a small  amount  of  bills;  the 
precise  amount  of  which  has  not  yet  been  commu- 
nicated. None  of  them  are  under  $20,  according 
to  the  representation  made  on  that  subject. 

In  answer  to  the  last  inquiry — the  gross  amount 
of  cash  held  by  the  receivers  of  public  money  in 
the  state  of  Illinois,  by  the  last  returns  received  at 
this  office,  was  $336,639.  From  this  should  be  de- 
ducted $127,000,  being  the  amount  of  the  drafts 
outstanding  upon  them,  and  leaving  a balance  of 
about  $209,639.  Of  this  balance,  about  $190,000 
has  been  directed  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  being  the  nearest  and  most 
convenient  general  depository  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully  submilted, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 


The  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wise  yester- 
day, in  relation  to  the  failures,  delays,  expenditures, 
&.C.,  which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  against  the  Indians  in  Florida,  coming  up,  Mr. 
Holsey  replied  to  the  charges  against  the  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Everett  disclaimed  certain  allusions  at- 
tributed to  him  by  Mr.  H,  when  Mr.  Cushing 
arose,  and  after  replying  to  some  of  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Holsey,  proposed  to  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution (Mr.  Wise ) to  abstract  from  it  that  provision 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  the  proposed  commit- 
tee by  ballot.  Mr.  Wise  explained,  by  reference  to 
the  7th  rule  of  the  house,  that  it  was  not  disrespect- 
ful to  the  speaker  of  the  house  to  propose  such  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  election;  and  as  an  additional 
reason  why  he  wished  the  committee  chosen  by 
ballot,  was  that  he  did  not  wist:  to  be  at  the  head  of 
another  investigating  committee;  he  had  had  enough 
of  it.  M.  Wise  advanced  other  reasons  in  favor  of 
the  change,  which,  as  we  will  publish  the  debate 
entire,  it  is  not  necessary  to  notice  just  now, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  moved  the  orders  of  the 
day,  the  hour  having  elapsed  for  the  consideration 
of  morning  business. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr. 
Haynes,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  briefly  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Bell,  on  yesterday.  Mr.  Underwood,  followed 
at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Pickens 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  effect  of 
which,  if  agreed  to,  would  be  to  limit  the  postpone- 
ment of  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  1st 
January,  1829,  instead  of  being  indefinite.  Mr. 
Duncan,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  bill.  Mr.  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote 
for  the  bill.  Mr.  Biddle  addressed  the  housbf  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  When  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Loomis,  of  Ohio,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Sept.  21.  Mr.  Ewing  presented  the 
memorial  of  161  citizens  of  Mount  Vernon  and  its 
vicinity,  Posey  county,  Indiana,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a specie-paying  national  bank,  and  ask- 
ed permission  to  accompany  the  presentation  with 
a few  remarks,  which  the  rules  of  the  house  prohi- 
bited. 

A large  number  of  memorials  remonstrating 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  were 
presented  as  on  former  day’s,  especially  from  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 

Mr.  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been  instruct- 
ed by  that  committee  to  state  to  the  house  that  the 
committee  had  this  day  adopted  a resolution  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  report  a bankrupt  law  at  this  spe- 
cial session  of  congress. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  morning,  being  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a select  committee  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Florida  war.  The  discussion  of  this 
subject  occupied  the  attention  of  the  house  until 
the  expiration  of  the  hour,  but  Mr.  Glascock  claim- 
ed a few  moments  delay,  when  he  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  unpleasant  feeling  which  the  subject 
had  called  forth,  &c. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  renewed  his  cal!  for  the  orders; 
when  the  house  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Haynes,  of 
Georgia,  in  the  chair);  and  the  house  was  address- 
ed at  length  by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  Ohio,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  anil  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  in  its  fa- 
vor. 

After  Mr.  Jones  concluded,  the  committee  were 
successively  addressed  by  Messrs.  Antherton,  of 
New  Hampshire,  Foster,  of  New  York,  and  Briggs, 
of  Massachusetts,  at  length:  and  then,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Mercer,  who  intimated  his  intention  of  speak-  ; 
ing  upon  the  bill  before  the  committee,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the_ 
commanding  general,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of 
the  bouse  of  representatives  of  the  18th  inst.  rela- 
tive to  the  number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  States  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Seminole  war,  and  co- 
pies of  all  orders  and  instructions  under  which  said 
Indians  have  been  employed,  &c. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  20th  inst.  requir- 
ing the  amount  of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  present  year, 
and  when  payable;  of  the  amount  then  due  Irora 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  payable; 
of  the  data  on  which  the  accruing  revenues  for  the 
last  half  of  the  past  year  were  founded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

The  house  adjourned. 
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The  postponement  deposite  bill.  It  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  our  congressional  abstracts, 
page  80,  that  the  house  of  representatives  forced  a 
vole  upon  this  bill  on  Thursday  night  last,  and  that 
it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading  by  a vote  of  119 
ayes  to  117  nays.  On  yesterday,  after  the  usual 
morning  business,  a motion  was  submitted  to  re- 
consider the  above  vote,  which  motion  was  under 
discussion  when  we  left  the  capitol  at  3 o’clock, 
P.  M. 

P.  S.  The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to, 
when  Mr.  Pickens  ottered  an  amendment  post- 
poning the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to 
January,  1839,  which  was  adopted;  and  the  bill, 
thus  amended,  vV%s  passed. 

Congressional  speeches.  Every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  extra  session,  especially  the 
speeches  and  proceedings  in  the  senate,  is  of  the 
highest  interest  to  the  American  people.  To  the 
latter  we  have  given  up  a large  portion  of  our 
pages,  and  will  in  the  next  number  commence  the 
publication  of  the  speeches  of  the  most  distin- 
guished senators  who  have  taken  part  in  the  recent 
debates.  Mr.  Calhoun’s  being  the  first  in  order, 
will  be  first  inserted. 

Adjournment  of  congress.  A joint  resolu- 
tion has  passed  the  senate  fixing  upon  the  9th  of 
October  as  a day  of  adjournment — but  from  the  pre- 
sent indications  in  the  house,  we  do  not  think  it 
will  receive  the  sanction  of  that  body.  A rage  for 
discussion  seems  to  have  seized  the  members,  and 
those  who  have  been  prevented  from  addressing 
the  house  on  the  postponement  deposite  bill,  will 
exercise  that  privilege  on  other  bills  before  it  from 
the  senate.  We  will  also  publish  the  leading 
speeches  in  the  house,  as  soon  as  we  can  find  room 
for  them. 

The  fourth  instalment.  The  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  senate  for 
the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  surplus  revenue,  were  not  correctly 
stated  in  our  last.  The  errors  in  the  list  did  not, 
however,  originate  with  us;  but  we  now  subjoin  a 
correct  statement  from  the  journal  of  the  senate. 

Ayes.  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.,  King,  of  Geo.,  Linn, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ct.,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright — 28. 

Nays.  Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Robbins,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  Young — 17. 

Major  general  Scott  arrived  in  this  city  on 
Monday  lasF. 

Dr.  Linn  of  the  senate,  and  judge  Yell  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  who  were,  for  several 
days,  prevented  by  indisposition  from  attending  to 
their  duties  in  congress,  have  sufficiently  recovered 
to  take  their  seats. 

Colonel  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  who  has  been  suf- 
fering from  a severe  attack  of  illness  for  several 
days  past,  has  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered  to  take 
his  seat. 

Maine.  The  Bangor  Whig  of  Saturday  last 
gives  returns  from  3-19  towns,  which  show  the  fol- 
lowing results.  For  Kent  (W.)  34,359,  for  Parks 
(Ad.)  33,873.  Scattering  148.  Majority  for  Kent 
over  Parks  486. 

The  Boston  Atlas  says,  that  90  whigs  have  been 
chosen  to  the  house  of  representatives  (94  is  a ma- 
jority of  that  body),  and  that  there  are  nearly  thirty 
members  to  be  heard  from  and  to  be  chosen. 


Vermont.  An  official  canvass  of  the  votes  for 
senators  in  this  state,  shows  that  twenty  whigs  and 
ten  friends  of  the  administration  have  been  elected. 
Last  year  the  senate  was  composed  of  19  whigs  and 
11  friends  of  the  administration.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  given  was  33,443:  aggregate  whig  ma- 
jority 4,13G. 

Vol.  Ill — Sig.  5. 


Money  market  in  New  York.  From  the 
Commercial  of  Tuesday  last: 

Specie.  The  sales  this  morning  were  $’500  in 
American  gold  4$;  and  5,509  in  half  dollars  at  5 do. 
We  note  quarter  dollars  4a4j-  do.;  Spanish  dollars 
5a7;  Mexican  do.  54a6;  five  franc  pieces  — alOO^; 
sovereigns  5. 02a5. 10;  doubloons  IS. 50alG. SO;  Patriot 
do.  16.25al6.40  premium. 

Treasury  drafts.  No  sales  at  the  board  this 
morning.  We  note  them  at  lia2i  per  cent,  pre- 
mium. 

2 o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  market.  Cotton  is  quite  firm  at  last  week's 
prices  with  a good  demand  and  very  small.  West- 
ern flour  is  #9  for  common  brands,  though  a tran- 
sient lot  or  two  has  been  sold  Irons  the  vessel  at 
something  less. 

Corn  is  very  firm  and  of  ready  sale  at  quite  as 
good  prices  as  prevailed  last  week. 

The  tendencies  in  the  money  market  continue 
the  same.  Government  bills  have  been  sold  at  14£, 
though  generally  held  at  15  premium.  The  prices 
of  specie  will  be  seen  by  our  board  report,  though 
it  is  proper  to  remark  that  very  little  demand  ex- 
ists at  any  price. 

Sales  at  the  N.  Y.  Stock  Exchange  board.  Sept.  26. 

350  shares  U.  S.  bank,  - - 117^all7f 

Sales  at  the  Philadelphia  Exchange  board.  Sept.  26. 
15  shares  U.  S.  bank,  - 11S4 

Yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans.  Our  latest 
advices  from  New  Orleans  are  to  the  21st  inst.  A 
favorable  change  in  the  weather,  indicating  a fall 
in  the  mercury  of  fifteen  degrees,  with  cool  breezes, 
has  had  a favorable  effect  upon  the  health  of  the 
city.  The  Herald  of  the  20th  contains  a list  of  the 
deaths  at  the  three  cemeteries,  which  amount  to 
only  thirty-two,  being  less  than  half  the  amountre- 
ported  on  the  previous  Thursday. 

Many  persons  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease 
by  venturing  within  its  reach  under  an  impression 
that  they  were  exempt  from  its  influence.  The 
lower  suburbs  have  suffered  severely.  The  disease 
commenced  its  ravages  * and  from  thence 
progressed  through  the  thi, : rst,  and  second  mu- 

ni; 'polities,  carrying  desolation.  in  its  path. 

Bank  agency  in  London.  A late  number  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Enquirer  contains  the  following: 
“We  understand  that  Mr.  Samuel  Jaudon,  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  yes- 
terday appointed  the  agent  of  the  bank  to  reside  in 
London,  and  that  Mr.  Cowperthwait,  one  of  the  as- 
sistant cashiers,  was  elected  his  successor. 

“We  deem  this  measure  very  important,  not 
merely  to  the  interests  of  the  bank  itself,  but  in  all 
its  bearings  upon  the  business  connections  of  our 
whole  country  with  Europe.  We  have  seen  during 
the  late  troubles,  that  American  staples,  American 
securities,  and  American  interests,  generally,  were 
too  often  sacrificed  from  want  of  knowledge,  and 
want  of  confidence  among  Europeans.  These  fears 
cannot  be  better  dispelled  than  by  the  presence  of 
an  intelligent  American,  devoted  to  the  care  of  the 
commercial  and  financial  interests  of  the  United 
States.  The  measure  is,  we  know,  cordially  ap- 
proved by  the  business  men  of  all  parties,  who 
hail  it  as  an  evidence  that  our  fiscal  relations  with 
England  will  be  better  understood  and  better  appre- 
ciated hereafter.” 

Indians  for  Florida.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  a letter  dated  “Independence,  Mis- 
souri, September  8.” 

“Captain  Jonathan  L.  Bean,  formerly  an  India-i 
agent  on  the  frontier,  and  now  captain  in  the  2d 
regiment  of  United  States  dragoons,  is  here,  in 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  procu- 
ring 1,000  to  go  to  Florida,  to  aid  the  government 
in  subduingthe  Seminoles.  The  pay,  I understand, 
is  forty-five  dollars  per  month.  To-morrow  the  In- 
dians are  to  give  an  answer  whether  they  will  go, 
and  if  so,  the  number.  They  will  be  transported 
per  steamboat.” 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  15th  says,  that 
a gentleman  just  from  the  Indian  country  brings 
information  that  the  negotiation  with  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians  for  volunteers  in  the  Florida  war  has 
entirely  failed.  When  the  proposition  was  made 
to  them,  a chief  rose  and  made  the  following  reply: 


“Tell  our  great  father  at  Washington,  w'e  are  sor- 
ry to  hear  that  he  _is  warring  with  the  red  men  of 
the  south.  Tell  him,  we  too,  are  engaged  in  a war 
of  our  own  with  the  Sioux.  They  are  killing  our 
warriors  and  braves,  and  leaving  our  children  help- 
less and  defenceless;  our  lodges  are  unsafe,  and  our 
hunting  grounds  are  filled  with  the  cowardly  dogs. 
If  our  great  lather  at  Washington  will  send  us  one 
hundred  of  his  men,  and  help  us  to  drive  the  Sioux 
from  our  hunting  grounds,  and  to  pursue  them  until 
they  beg  for  their  lives  like  women,  we  will  pay 
our  father  for  his  men  as  much  as  they  deserve;  and 
as  soon  as  the  Sioux  are  conquered  we  will  go  and 
help  our  father  in  his  war  with  the  red  men  of  the 
south.  If  our  father  cannot  help  us  to  do  this,  we 
cannot  help  him.” 

Indian  council.  The  Sioux  have  had  several 
“talks”  with  the  secretary  of  war  since  our  last; 
and  we  understand  that  a treaty  has  been  agreed 
upon  and  was  signed  yesterday.  An  authorized 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  council,  &c.  will,  no 
doubt,  be  published  by  the  government;  but  it  may 
be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  state,  that  the  go- 
vernment proposed  to  give  the  Sioux,  now  re- 
presented, one  million  of  dollars  for  their  lands; 
which  sum  will  be  thus  appropriated: 

Investments  in  stocks,  the  government 
guarantying  5 per  cent,  interest, 

(#10,000), #200,000 

Relations  of  mixed  blood,  - - 100,000 

Payment  of  just  debts,  after  examina- 
tion, surplus,  if  any,  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  tribe  as  the  president  may  di- 
rect, - 70,000 

Building  dormitory,  mills,  houses  for 
chiefs,  fencing  and  breaking  up 
ground,  and  such  other  improvements 
of  a permanent  nature  as  the  presi- 
dent may  direct,  - 30,000 

Annual  sums  for  20  years. 

Annuity  in  goods,  ....  360,000 

Support  of  blacksmiths’  establishments, 
agricultural  implements  and  assist- 
ance, stock,  farmers,  millers  and  other 
mechanics,  physicians,  medicine,  and 
other  objects  of  a like  nature,  as  the 
president  may  direct,  - - - 170,000 

Wood  for  dormitory,  tobacco,  salt,  pro- 
visions, and  other  objects  of  a like  na- 
ture, as  the  president  may  direct,  70,000 


#1,000,000 

New  York  politics.  On  Thursday  evening 
the  21st  inst.  there  was  a great  meeting  of  the  “loco- 
foco”  portion  of  the  administration  party  in  N.  York 
city,  at  which  resolutions  warmly  approving  the 
president’s  message,  and  especially  his  recommen- 
dations as  to  the  “management  of  the  finances,” 
were  adopted.  On  "Monday  evening  last  the  “con- 
servative” portion  of  the  same  party  also  held  a 
meeting,  which  was  very  boisterous  and  unruly, 
but  finally  resulted  in  the  passage  of  resolutions 
condemning  the  sub-treasury  system  as  calculated 
to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  executive,  &c.  We 
will  publish  the  resolutions  of  both  meetings  as 
soon  as  we  can  find  room  for  them. 

The  “times.”  The  editor  of  the  “Richmond 
Enquirer”  of  Tuesday  last,  on  noticing  the  measures 
now  before  congress  for  the  relief  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  circular  of  tRe  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, published  in  the  last  “Register,”  says:  “Upon 
the  whole,  the  signs  are  more  cheering.  The  time, 
we  trust,  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  banks  may 
be  able  to  resume  specie  payments.  If  congress 
would  do  all  in  their  power  to  facilitate  their  re- 
sumption, and  not  throw  any  difficulties  in  the  way 
— if  they  would  waive  for  the  present  the  stern 
system  of  specie  payments,  and  the  sub-treasury 
agency— and  do  nothing  to  throw  discredit  on  state 
banks  and  bank  notes — if  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration cannot  agree  upon  any  compromise — if 
they  cannot  make  up  theirminds  to  embrace  at  once 
the  system  of  special  deposiles,  with  a commission 
to  the  banks  for  the  safe  keeping  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue;  but  will  lay  it  over  to  the 
regular  session  of  congress — if  they  will  do  nothing 
rashly;  nothing  in  the  mere  pursuit  of  an  abstract 
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idea;  nothing  without  duly  consulting  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country;  nothing  in  the  hurry  of  an 
extra  session,  and  in  the  midst  of  divided  counsels, 
we  should  hope  that  the  times  will  continue  to  im- 
prove— exchange  may  fall— specie  may  fall — bank 
notes  appreciate  nearer  and  nearer  [to  par — at  the 
next  session  of  congress  some  general  system  may 
be  deliberately  formed,  under  more  favorable  aus- 
ices,  for  administering  the  finances — which  may 
e nearly  stript  of  the  objections  of  both  the  alter- 
natives— and  which  may  be  calculated  at  once  to 
prevent  the  enlargement  of  the  executive  power, 
to  obtain  the  security  of  the  public  funds,  and  the 
convenience  of  transmission — and  to  arrest  the  dan- 
gers of  discounting  upon  the  public  deposites.” 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Virgil  Maxcy,  to  be  charge  d’affairs  of  the  United 
States  to  the  king  of  the  Belgians. 

John  McKinley,  to  be  one  of  the  associate  justices 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

Henry  D.  Gilpin,  to  be  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

John  P.  Duval,  to  be  secretary  for  the  territory  of 
Florida. 

John  M.  Read,  to  be  attorney  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Howard,  to  be  attorney  for  the  district  of 
Maine. 

Peter  Solomon,  to  be  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Georgia. 

Sam.  H.  Duval,  to  be  marshal  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  Florida. 

Theodore  S.  Fay,  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation  of 
the  United  Slates  at  the  court  of  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Prussia. 

Benjamin  Rush,  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation  of 
the  United  States  near  her  Britannic  majesty. 

Alfred  M.  Slade  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

James  Maxwell,  to  be  raelter  and  refiner  of  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 

Clement  Smith,  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Alexander  Waugh  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Edwin  S.  Cockle,  collector  of  the  customs,  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  Louisiana,  vice  Edmund  V.  Davis, 
resigned. 

William  S.  Bower,  collecter  of  the  customs,  dis- 
trict of  Bridgetown,  New  Jersey,  vice  Daniel  Gar- 
rison, resigned. 

Joseph  Ramsey,  collector  of  the  customs,  district 
of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  vice  Levi  Fagan,  re- 
signed. 

Elias  H.  Haines , collector  of  the  customs,  district 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  vice  William  H.  Hunter,  re- 
signed. 

James  E.  S.  Dufy,  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  port 
of  Swansborough,  North  Carolina,  vice  James  Wade, 
resigned. 

William  M,  Jones,  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  port 
of  South  Quay,  Virginia,  vice  William  D.  Hodges, 
resigned. 

David  M.  Sheffield,  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  port 
of  St.  Marks,  Florida,  vice  Ambrose  Crane,  re- 
signed. 

''Samuel  C.  White,  collector  of  the  customs,  dis- 
trict of  Folly  Landing,  Virginia,  vice  William  Gil- 
lett,  deceased. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Wise.  Having  published 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Wise  to  judge  Hotter,  we  give 
place  to  the  following  explanatory  note  to  the  se- 
nior editor  of  the  Richmond  Whig,  which  we  find 
in  the  last  number  of  that  paper. 

From  the  Richmond.  Whig. 

The  following  letter  being  addressed  to  the  senior 
editor,  w ho  wras  absent,  its  contents  wrere  not 
known,  and  its  request  consequently  not  attended 
to  sooner: 

Accomack,  Va.  July  22 d,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  In  a letter  from  me  to  judge  Hopper, 
of  Maryland,  which  you  published  lately  in  the 
Whig,  I say  that  I was  secretary  of  a State  Tem- 
perance  society,  whilst  residing  in  Nashville,  of 
which  Philip  Lindsley,  D.  D.  president  of  the  Nash- 
ville university,  was  president.  It  has  just  occur- 
red to  me,  that  in  that  statement,  I mingled  facts  of 
VTIar  character.  Dr.  Lindsley  was  president  of 
the  Tennessee  State  Colonization  society,  of  which 
I was  secretary.  W e were  both  members , I believe 
of  the  temperance  society  in  Nashville,  in  the  year 
1829  or  1830,  but  neither  of  us,  perhaps,  officers. 
I Ins  is  an  unimportant  fact,  but  might  be  seized 
upon  as  evidence  of  a design  on  my  part  to  mis- 
state,  and,  therefore,  I desire  you  to  insert  this  note 
in  the  Whig  and  send  the  No.  of  the  paper  contain- 
ing  it  to  Philip  Lindsley,  D.  D.  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see,  and  oblige,  yours,  truly, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 


LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  COOPER. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury: 

Dear  sir:  Mr.  Cheves  complains  that  I have 
unfairly  accused  him,  as  president  of  the  hank  of 
the  United  States,  of  having  too  rigorously  continu- 
ed to  refuse  discounts  and  hank  facilities  to  the  mer- 
cantile interest,  so  as  to  occasion  not  only  great 
complaints  among  the  stockholders,  but  great  pres- 
sure among  the  merchants,  and  great  inequalities 
in  the  fulfilment  of  many  contracts.  Mr.  Cheves 
states  somewhat  at  length,  that  these  opinions  did 
in  fact  greatly  prevail,  and  were  propagated  by  dis- 
appointed and  ruined  speculators,  and  much  coun- 
tenanced, even  by  good  men — that  these  slanders 
were  mixed  up  with  the  cup  of  social  intercourse, 
to  prejudice  the  community  against  him.  They 
were  so  numerous  that  he  could  not  make  head 
against  them,  the  evidences  in  his  favor  being  lock- 
ed up  in  the  books  of  the  bank,  while  he  himself 
was  too  much  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
and  the  nation,  to  afford  time  for  self  defence.  That 
at  length  he  took  up  these  charges  at  a meeting  of 
the  stockholders;  replied  to  them,  and  challenged 
his  accusers  to  prove  their  assertions;  and  his  reply 
was  published  in  an  “-exposition,”  which  was  adopt- 
ed as  conclusive  in  this  state,  by  judge  Richardson, 
gen.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  John  Schultz. 

Mr.  Cheves  acknowledge^,  that  in 

July,  1819,  he  made  no  dividend  to  the  stock- 
holders; 

Nor  in  January,  1820; 

Nor  in  July,  1820; 

Nor  in  January,  1821. 

That  in  July,  1821,  the  dividends  were  percent. 

In  January,  1822,  2 per  cent. 

In  July,  1822,  2-j-  percent. 

In  Jauuary,  1823,  2j  per  cent. 

And  he  gives  an  instance  of  his  being  remon- 
strated with  by  a respectable  old  gentleman,  on  the 
bankruptcies  and  commercial  embarrassments  pro- 
duced by  the  reductions  of  the  bank. 

Doubtless,  I have  fifty  times  heard  the  same  com- 
plaints among  stockholders  and  merchants  of  Phil- 
adelphia, in  tile  free  communications  of  social  inter- 
course, but  whoever  his  slanderers  might  have  been, 
I never  heard  Mr.  Cheves  spoken  of,  but  with  full 
credit  for  his  abilities,  his  integrity,  and  the  honest 
fearlessness  of  his  conduct.  I never  heard  it  doubt- 
ed but  that  the  bank  was  saved  by  his  exertions. 
The  stockholders  made  very  natural,  though  perhaps 
unreasonable  complaints  of  want  of  dividend,  and 
merchants  of  want  of  discount;  and  these  com- 
plaints became  so  general  and  so  prevalent,  that  Mr. 
Cheves  found  it  necessary  to  make  a regular  de- 
fence before  a public  meeting  of  the  stockholders. 
The  “exposition”  he  speaks  of,  I never  saw.  It 
was  a paper  relating  to  disputes  in  an  institution 
that  the  public  at  large  took  too  little  pains  to  in- 
vestigate. The  exposition,  however,  proved  inef- 
fectual to  overcome,  the  general  impression  of  su- 
perabundant caution  attributed  to  Mr.  Cheves  and 
his  measures.  Now,  in  your  paper,  for  the  first 
time,  has  a brief  and  satisfactory  explanation  of 
Mr.  Cheves’  proceedings,  met  my  eye,  and  I re- 
joice that  my  remarks  have  elicited  it.  That  ex- 
planation is  satisfactory  to  me,  as  I doubt  not  it  will 
be  to  your  readers;  and  as  Mr.  Cheves’  reputation 
is  part  of  the  public  property  of  South  Carolina, 
his  defence  will  be  a subject  of  congratulation  to 
all  his  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  to,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  THOMAS  COOPER. 

Limestone  springs,  Spartanburg  district. 


FLORIDA  WAR. 

St.  Augustine,  Sept.13. 

We  have  the  gratification  of  announcing  to  our 
readers  the  capture  of  the  noted  Indian  chiefs  Philip 
and  Uchee  Billy,  together  with  several  warriors, 
squaws,  and  children,  by  the  forces  under  general 
Hernandez,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last. 

On  Thursday,  7th  instant,  about  170  men,  com- 
prising parts  of  company  F,  2d  dragoons,  under lieut. 
McNiel,  E and  II  2d  dragoons,  under  lieut.  May, 
part  of  captain  Hanson’s  company,  under  lieuts. 
Pellicer  and  Firreria,  and  lieut.  Whitehurst’s  com- 
mand of  volunteer  Florida  horse,  and  company  D, 
3d  artillery,  commanded  by  lieut.  Frazer,  took  up 
their  line  of  march  from  fort  Peyton,  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  south:  the  whole  battalion  under  com- 
mand of  lieut.  Peyton,  2d  artillery, — gen.  Hernandez 
in  person  superintending  the  expedition,  with  lieut- 
Graham,  2d  dragoons,  aid-de-camp.  Assistantsur- 
geon  Motte  accompanied  the  detachment. 

On  reaching  Bulowville,  the  battalion  took  posi- 
tion Tor  the  night;  the  baggage  train,  under  lieut. 
Frazer,  occupied  St.  Joseph’s.  Whilst  preparing 
to  move  the  following  morning,  five  negroes  (four 
of  them  belonging  to  major  Heriot,)  came  in  and 
delivered  themselves  up.  They  stated  that  they 
had  left  the  Indians,  and  were  anxious  for  the  pro- 


tection of  the  whites;  that  the  Indians  had  no  inten-  I 
tion  of  emigrating;  and  that  at  that  time  there  were  1 
parties  of  them  employed  south  of  the  Tomoka  and  i 
east  of  the  St.  John’s  preparing  coonti. 

On  Friday  morning  the  battalion  proceeded  from  ! 
Billow’s  and  crossed  the  Tomoka,  near  its  head, 
with  Philip’s  John  as  a guide,  leaving  orders  for  the  j 
baggage  to  halt  at  Tomoka  ferry.  On  Friday  even- 
ing they  saw  the  fires  of  the  Indian  camps  at  Dun- 
lawton,  about  half  a mile  from  the  site  of  the  burnt 
houses.  They  proceeded  cautiously,  and  about 
midnight,  the  volunteers  under  lieut.  Whitehurst 
took  a position  in  ambuscade,  on  two  sides  of  the 
camp;  just  at  daylight  the  regular  dragoons,  under 
lieut.  Peyton,  advanced  to  the  attack.  Lieut.  May’s 
company  charged,  and  Philip,  with  another  Indian 
and  a number  of  women  and  children,  were  im- 
mediately captured;  only  one,  the  younger  son  of 
Philip,  escaping.  J 

This  capture  was  made  without  loss  or  bloodshed 
on  either  side.  The  Indian  with  Philip,  known  as  j 
Tomoka  John,  offered  to  conduct  the  party  to  the 
Uchee  camp  about  10  miles  «tf.  They  took  him 
at  his  word,  and  after  a most  fatiguing  and  circuit- 
ous march  came  upon  their  fires  early  in  the  even- 
ing, halted  about  a mile  from  them  until  after  mid- 
night, when  they  carefully  advanced  and  complete- 
ly surrounded  them.  From  the  barking  of  their 
dogs,  however,  and  the  fact  that  their  fires  were 
extinguished,  the  Indians  must  have  suspected,  or 
rather  were  fearful,  that  all  was  not  right.  At  the 
dawn  of  day  on  Sunday,  a charge  was  made  by  the 
whole  force  in  two  divisions  commanded  by  lieuts.  : 
Peyton  and  McNiel.  The  Indians  were  on  the 
alert,  and  gave  one  discharge  of  their  rifles,  by 
which  lieut.  McNiel  was  unfortunately  mortally 
wounded.  Some  little  firing  took  place,  by  which 
two  Indians  were  killed  and  two  or  three  wounded,  jj 

The  whole  party,  consisting  of  Uchee  Billy,  his 
brother  Jack,  three  warriors,  and  a number  of  wo- 
men and  children,  were  taken;  one  only  made  his 
escape  during  the  night;  but  without  time  or  oppor- 
tunity to  give  the  alarm. 

General  Hernandez  and  his  staff  were  present, 
and  among  the  foremost  on  both  occasions. 

The  whole  number  captured  amounts  to  thirty- 
five,  who  were  brought  into  town  yesterday,  accom- 
panied by  the  whole  battalion. 

The  gallant  lieutenant  McNiel  lingered  until  10 
o’clock  on  Monday  night,  when  he  expired.  He  | 
was  a promising  young  officer,  and  his  loss  is  uni- 
versally regretted.  His  body  was  brought  in  and 
buried  with  military  honors,  at  6 o'clock  yesterday  j 
afternoon. 


THE  WHITE  MAN  AND  THE  INDIANS. 

The  following  letter,  found  among  the  papers  of 
the  late  Mr.  Walcott,  has  been  sent  to  the  editor  of 
the  New  York  American  in  MS.  It  was  addressed  ! 
to  him  while  secretary  of  the  treasury  by  a resident 
of  Georgia. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  15 th  November,  1795. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  indulgence  you  were 
pleased  to  allow  me,  (when  I had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  in  Philadelphia,)  of  addressing  you  in  \ 
private,  with  a state  of  matters  this  way,  I shall 
now  commence  a detail  of  what  is  going  forward  in 
this  slate,  and  which  I shall  do  with  strict  candor 
and  justice. 

On  my  return  to  Georgia,  the  first  thing  I heard 
was,  that  upwards  of  twenty  Creek  Indians  had 
been  murdered  by  the  people  of  Georgia.  I waited 
on  gov.  Mathews,  and  found  it  to  he  the  case;  and 
that  the  same  had  been  done  without  even  the  sha- 
dow of  cause,  but  the  whole  appeared  a premedita- 
ted, wanton  outrage  on  all  authority  and  humanity, 
on  the  part  of  the  lawless  white  wretches  of  this 
country. 

These  murders  have  been  attended  with  acts  of 
brutality,  and  refinement  in  cruelty  and  perfidy, 
unknown  among  the  most  abandoned  savage  tribes. 
The  unfortunate  Indians  who  suffered,  had  for 
months  before  been  hunting  on  their  own  grounds, 
between  the  Oconee  and  Ochmulgee  rivers,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  white  settlements,  with  whom  they 
held  a friendly  intercourse  and  mutual  exchange  of 
articles  in  the  way  of  trade  and  supply,  not  dread- 
ing harm,  but  confiding  in  the  faith  and  friendship 
of  the  United  States  and  this  state,  in  consequence 
of  the  agreements  entered  into  and  arrangements 
made  with  them  from  time  to  time.  The  Indians 
were  made  drunk  by  the  white  people,  arid  when 
lying  asleep,  their  heads  were  cut  off  with  axes, 
their  bodies  ripped  open,  and  their  bowels  dragged 
about  the  fields.  After  glutting  their  worse  than 
savage  passions,  they  dragged  the  mangled  bodies  I 
to  tlie  river  Oconee,  and  threw  them  in.  Seven  fell 
in  this  way,  at  first.  Two  or  three  days  after,  eight 
Indians  came  in  quest  of  their  murdered  friends. 
The  same  white  people  gave  them  liquor,  and  kept 
the  murder  a secret,  when  on  a signal  the  Indians 
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were  beset,  and  seven  of  them  killed.  One  got 
oit'  to  the  nation  with  two  musket  balls  in  him. 
Expecting  that  this  would  give  an  alarm  to  the 
Indians,  and  being  bent  on  doing  all  the  mischief 
possible,  the  white  murderers  sentofi' parties  through 
the  woods,  where  they  knew  there  were  Indian 
hunting  camps,  and  fell  on  them;  and,  from  the  ac- 
counts in  possession  of  the  governor,  twenty-nine 
Indians  have  fallen  a sacrifice.  At  that  time,  the 
Indians  were  everywhere  on  the  frontier  of  Georgia, 
and  conducting  themselves  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  inhabitants.  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
this  horrid  deed  was  committed  at  tile  instigation  of 
some  of  the  vicious  people  in  politics  in  this  state, 
who  for  some  time  past  have  been  disappointed  in 
their  pursuits,  but  who  are  still  determined  to  keep 
this  government  in  a state  of  confusion,  and  to  injure 
the  general  one,  if  in  their  power.  That  these 
murders  were  premeditated  and  planned  by  such 
characters,  will,  I believe,  appear,  if  the  perpetra- 
tors (who  are  well  known)  are  brought  to  justice; 
but  this  I much  doubt.  It  is  now  two  months  since 
these  murders  were  committed;  and  although  it  is 
not  more  than  eighty  miles  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, not  one  of  them  has  been  apprehended;  so 
that  these  villains  have  been  given  ample  time  to 
go  off  if  they  chose — but  this  is  not  the  case. 
Having  confidence  in  their  friends  and  associates, 
they  are  determined  to  set  all  law  and  authority  at 
defiance.  I used  every  argument  in  my  power 
with  the  governor  to  have  the  laws  put  in  force. 
He  promised  me  it  should  be  done  without  loss  of 
time.  This  was  on  the  24th  lilt.,  and  as  yet  I can- 
not hear  of  any  decided  measures  taken  by  him. 
I believe  he  may  have  some  people  out  making 
inquiry,  and  taking  depositions:  but  this  will  all 
amount  to  nothing.  * * * * 

In  consequence  of  the  printed  letter  which  I wrote 
to  our  governor  before  my  visit  to  the  northward, 
he  sent  a party  of  horse  against  the  banditti,  under 
Clarke,  who  were  committing  outrages  in  Florida. 
I believe  that  business  is  nearly  at  an  end;  and,  on 
the  arrival  at  St.  Mary’s  of  the  troops,  promised  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  I will  venture  to  say,  we  shall 
have  no  more  such  doings.  The  secretary  of  the 
province  of  East  Florida  and  a colonel  of  the  Span- 
ish army,  arrived  here  a few  days  since  from  St. 
Augustine,  on  their  way  to  our  governor  at  Augusta. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  secretary,  I made  a 
point  of  paying  them  every  attention  in  my  power, 
while  here,  and  assisted  them  on  their  journey  with 
horses,  &<:.  They  are  going  to  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter, and  perhaps  with  complaints  to  congress.  You 
will  of  course  see  them. 

Since  I have  returned,  I have  talked  a great  deal 
with  our  governor,  judges,  and  men  whom  I con- 
ceived influential,  and  represented  our  irregular 
conduct,  and  the  unfavorable  light  we  stood  in  with 
other  states  in  the  union,  and  the  great  probability 
there  was,  that  if  reform  did  not  take  place  speedi- 
ly, we  should  involve  ourselves  in  disgrace,  and 
finally  in  ruin.  Many  seem  sensible  of  these  things, 
and  if  our  government  will  but  make  examples  of 
the  people  (or  a part  of  them')  who  committed  the 
late  outrage  on  the  Indians,  all  matters  will  come 
right:  but  if' they  do  not,  there  is  an  end  to  all  law, 
authority,  or  subordination  in  the  country;  for  this 
deed  has  been  done  by  the  factious,  to  try  the 
strength  of  government.  * * * * 

I have  sent  to  the  Creek  Indians,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  prevent  their  taking  satisfaction  until  time 
is  given  to  this  government,  or  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  do  it  agreeably  to  law7.  If  this  country 
should  be  so  lost  to  justice,  and  will  not  punish  the 
late  offenders,  I should  not  pity  them  if  they  are 
involved  in  an  Indian  w7ar,  and  that  they  should  be 
left  to  themselves  for  a while,  as  they  seem  so  de- 
sirous of  bringing  it  on.  II' examples  are  not  made, 
a war  is  inevitable,  in  which  case  I hope  the  union 
will  not  countenance  these  white  people  in  acts  of 
most  flagrant  outrage  and  injustice.  That  they  are 
the  aggressors  in  this  instance,  the  most  profligate 
and  abandoned  in  G -orgia  do  not  at  present  attempt 
to  deny,  or  to  palliate  the  horrid  deed.  But,  sir, 
you  must  not  be  surprised  if  you  should  see  our 
gazettes  filled  with  affidavits,  staling  the  Indians  as 
the  aggressors;  for,  believe  me,  these  things  are 
very  easily  obtained  on  our  frontier,  and  at  all  times 
perfectly  adapted  to  any  purpose  of  the  party.  I 
herewith  send  you  a copy  of  a letter  I wrote  to  our 
governor,  from  which  you  will  see  his  inattention. 

EMIGRATED  INDIANS. 

We  recently  published  an  extract  from  an  offi- 
cial communication  from  captain  Brown,  respect- 
ing the  condition  and  prospects  of  these  people. 
The  extent  to  which  that  extract  has  been  pub- 
lished, indicates  the  interest  felt  in  the  subject. 
We  are  induced  therefore  to  publish  two  papers, 
which  we  find  in  the  Philadelphia  Sentinel,  and 
which  were  taken  from  the  Indian  Register,  a pa- 


per edited  by  the  rev.  Mr.  McCoy,  at  the  Shaw- 
nee baptist  mission.  The  first  relates  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a government  for  the  emigrated  and 
indigenous  tribes,  south-west  of  the  Missouri,  a 
measure  that  has  been  repeatedly  presented  to  con- 
gress. And  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state, 
that  the  bill,  reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs  of  the  house  of  representatives,  has  been 
submitted  to  almost  all  the  tribes,  who  have  express- 
ed in  writing  their  desire  that  it  should  be  speedily 
passed.  The  second  article  enters  more  minutely 
than  captain  Brown’s  report  did,  into  a description 
of  the  improvement  of  the  Choctaw's  and  Chero- 
kees. 

THE  ABORIGINES. 

From  the  American  Sentinel. 

The  Indians  who  have  settled  in  the  territory  set 
apart  for  them  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have,  according  to 
Mr.  McCoy’s  Register  of  Indian  affairs,  already 
made  a very  commendable  advance  towards  civili- 
zation. The  following  article,  selected  from  the 
Register,  in  our  opinion,  indicates  the  most  judi- 
cious mode  of  quieting  Indian  disputes,  and  doing 
justice  to  the  aborigines  of  the  country.  Any  other 
mode  is  calculated  to  estrange  their  feelings  from 
us.  A territory  of  cultivated  Indians  living  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  would  be  worthy  of 
the  age  of  refinement  in  which  we  live. 

The  article  extracted,  is  published  at  the  Shaw- 
anee  baptist  mission,  Indian  territory. 

From  the  Register  of  May,  1837. 

Government.  Most  of  the  tribes  within  the  terri- 
tory have  expressed  a desire  to  become  united  in 
one  civil  compact,  and  to  be  governed  by  laws  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  United  States. 

Should  the  United  States,  as  it  is  contemplated, 
provide  for  them  a form  of  civil  government,  suited 
to  their  circumstances,  a few  among  each  of  the 
emigrant  tribes,  and  many  among  some  of  them, 
would  be  found  capable  of  fillingresponsible  offices 
in  the  transaction  of  the  affairs  of  their  government. 

The  time  is  fully  come  for  the  adoption  of  this 
course.  Objections  to  it,  founded  upon  the  uncul- 
tivated condition  of  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  if 
they  ever  had  any  weight,  have  none  now.  Mul- 
titudes of  Indians  well  understand  the  value  of  pro- 
perty, duly  appreciate  the  individuality  of  right  in 
property,  and  desire  its  security  by  equitable  laws. 
Many  of  them  desire  to  have  a sufficient  portion  of 
land  for  a farm  set  oft'  to  them  severally.  They 
deprecate  the  agency  system,  and  its  concomitant 
principles,  so  far  as  they  exist  among  them.  They 
are  ready  to  become  a component  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  the  United  States.  They  desire  no 
special  privilege  to  be  granted  to  them,  nor  special 
restriction  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  further  than 
what  would  be  necessary  to  their  wmlfare,  until  the 
effects  of  the  peculiar  disabilities  under  which  they 
have  hitherto  been  placed  shall  have  so  far  disap- 
peared, both  among  themselves  and  us,  as  to  allow 
them  safely  to  take  an  equal  place  among  existing 
states  of  tile  union. 

The  organization  of  civil  government  among  the 
tribes  of  the  territory  becomes  more  necessary,  as 
the  Indian  population  increases.  It  has  increased 
about  18,000  the  last  year,  and  the  increase  will 
probably  be  much  greater  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  known  to  every  body  that  peace  among  In- 
dian tribes  must  ever  be  precarious  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  savage  life.  In  order  to  tranquilize  tur- 
bulent spirits,  and  to  paralyze  mischievous  efforts, 
the  tribes  must  be  united  under  the  influence  of 
law,  so  that  wrongs  may  be  redressed  without  re- 
sorting to  the  savage  custom  of  retaliation.  They 
must  not  be  left  as  so  many  distinct  communities, 
or  petty  sovereignties,  each  independent  of  all 
others.  In  such  a state  of  things,  physical  strength 
will  be  the  ruling  principle,  and  the  tomahawk 
must  decide  controversy.  Their  interests  as  a peo- 
ple must  become  united,  so  that  harmony  of  feeling 
may  prevail. 

Suppose  that  the  state  of  Missouri  was  disorgan- 
ized, and  the  inhabitants  divided  into  nineteen 
bands,  united  under  as  many  chiefs,  with  their  sub- 
ordinates, no  one  any  more  under  the  restraint  of 
law  than  the  individuals  of  the  several  Indian 
tribes,  and  the  whole  unconnected  with  the  states 
adjoining  them — would  it  be  strange  if,  in  such  a 
state  of  anarchy,  we  should  become  troublesome 
neighbors  to  one  another,  and  to  those  around  us? 
We  could  hope  for  nothing  better  among  the  In- 
dians; because  human  nature  is  the  same  among 
them  that  it  is  among  us. 

If,  however,  they  become  united  amongst  them- 
selves, like  the  several  counties  of  a state,  and  if 
the  confederacy  become  a component  part  of  the 
United  States  and  territories,  all  cause  of  quarrel- 
ing among  themselves,  or  of  giving  trouble  to  us, 
would  be  as  effectually  excluded  as  it  is  from  the 
state  of  Missouri  at  present. 


That  they  are  prepared  to  become  thus  organized 
under  a territorial  form  of  government,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  The  Choctaws,  Cherokees,  Creeks, 
Senecas,  Weas,  and  Piankashas,  Peorias  and  Kas- 
kaskias,  Ottawas,  Shawanees,  Delawares,  Patawa- 
toinies,  and  Kickapoos,  embracing  a population  of 
about  44,4S4,  may  be  said  to  subsist  by  domestic 
industry.  When  the  savage  state  has  so  disap- 
peared that  people  obtain  subsistence  at  their  homes 
by  agriculture,  they  are  undoubtedly  prepared  to 
submit  to  laws.  But  should  the  matter  bo  delayed 
upon  the  supposition  of  unfitness,  so  far  from  be- 
coming better  prepared,  precisely  the  reverse  must 
be  the  fact.  Nothing  can  be  gained  in  Indian  im- 
provement by  delay  in  this  matter,  and  every  thing 
may  be  lost. 

Now  the  tribes  are  concentrating  their  settle- 
ments in  the  territory,  each  brings  into  it  its  im- 
perfections as  well  as  its  better  traits  of  character. 
In  their  present  incoherent  condition,  we  may  easi- 
ly conceive  of  conflicting  views  and  interests, 
which  would  be  reconciled  by  the  introduction  of 
the  means  which  coalesce  discordant  materials  on 
our  side  of  the  line,  and  by  no  other. 

Objections  to  giving  the  Indians  a territorial  form 
of  government,  made  on  constitutional  grounds, 
are  evidently  untenable.  According  to  the  inva- 
riable action  of  our  general  government,  of  the 
state  governments,  and  of  every  other  government 
that  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Indians,  they 
have  only  been  tenants  at  will,  as  it  regarded  place 
of  residence,  while  in  other  respects  they  W'ere  re- 
quired to  submit  to  just  such  intercourse  regulations 
as  were  prescribed  for  them.  We  have  enacted 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  affairs,  and  have 
repealed  them  at  pleasure.  We  have  decided  what 
property  they  might  sell,  and  what  they  might  not, 
and  with  whom  they  should  deal.  In  a w'ord,  we 
have  in  all  respects  controlled  them  and  their  affairs, 
as  far  as  we  chose.  We  have  appointed  our  agents 
to  reside  among  them,  to  enforce  the  intercourse 
regulations  which  we  had  created.  If,  therefore, 
we  should  now  introduce  among  them  regulations 
resembling  those  by  which  one  of  our  territories  is 
governed,  though  more  simple,  it  would  be  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  principle  of  managing 
Indian  affairs,  adopted  by  all  civilized  powers.  We 
might  propose  something  objectionable  in  its  form, 
because  of  its  inexpediency,  but  the  principle  would 
be  that  upon  which  we  have  always  acted.  The 
constitutionality  of  the  act  could  no  more  be  called 
in  question  than  the  constitutionality  of  all  our  acts 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
ever  since  the  existence  of  our  government.  Even 
were  we  to  introduce  a code  of  laws,  and  compel 
them  to  submit  to  them,  it  would  be  no  departure 
from  former  principles.  We  say  again,  that  we 
have  already  introduced  precisely  such  regulations 
as  we  chose,  and  have  required  their  submission  fo 
them.  If  what  we  have  done  lias  been  no  violation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  what 
we  propose  to  do,  cannot  possibly  be  a violation  of 
that  instrument. 

But  it  is  not  proposed  to  use  coercion  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  is  proposed  merely  to  afford  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  accepting  and  adopting  a form  of  civil 
government.  The  overture  is  to  be  made,  and  if 
any  tribe  choose  not  to  accept  it,  the  tribe  will  re- 
main in  the  same  relation  to  the  government  and  to 
other  tribes  as  it  did  before. 

If,  after  exercising  the  pow7er  of  controlling  In- 
dian affairs  ever  since  we  have  been  acquainted 
with  them,  scruples  should  in  this  matter,  and  at 
this  late  day,  arise  relative  to  the  moral  right  of 
doing  so,  and  it  be  contended  that  the  Indians  had 
a right  to  choose  for  themselves,  it  will  be  more  a 
matter  of  surprise  than  of  regret.  "Yes,  it  is  desi- 
rable that  the  matter  be  left  to  their  choice;  and  let 
government  make  the  overture,  and  we  will  war- 
rant its  acceptance. 

We  repeat  it,  the  time  has  fully  come  to  acf  upon 
this  matter.  The  tribes  within  the  territory  are 
prepared  to  live  under  the  laws  of  civilized  nations. 
More  than  forty  thousand  of  thepresent  inhabitants 
of  the  territory,  (if  we  include  the  late  emigrant 
Creeks,)  have  adopted' written  taxes;  which  in  gene- 
ral are  based  upon  republican  principles,  and  are 
similar  to  those  of  their  white  neighbors;  others 
have  it  in  contemplation  to  do  the  same.  Almost  all 
of  the  less  civilized  tribes  have  expressed  a desire 
to  form  the  confederacy  and  adopt  laws,  as  is  pro- 
posed, viz:  The  Pawnees,  Otnahas,  Otoes,  Kicka- 
poos, Kanzas,  Potawatomies,  Delawares,  Shawa- 
noes,  Weas  and  Piankashas,  Peorias  and  Kaskas- 
lcias,  Ottowas  and  Osages. 

They  who  are  farthest  advanced  in  civilization, 
will  necessarily  take  the  lead  in  the  affairs  of  a ci- 
vil and  general  government.  Their  talents  and 
acquirements  will  be  rewarded  with  an  ascendan- 
cy among  their  less  informed  countrymen.  The 
latter  also  understand  this,  and  rejoice  that  some  of 
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their  own  red  skinned  people  have  become  capable 
of  managing  their  affairs,  and  hope  to  profit  by  their 
superior  endowments. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  and 
Creek  tribes  will  severally  desire  to  establish  a ter- 
ritorial government  separately  for  themselves,  and, 
as  such,  become  united  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  That  they  should  be  thus  inclined 
at  the  first  blush  of  the  subject,  is  not  surprising. 
It  indicates  a degree  of  national  pride,  which  au- 
gurs well  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  propos- 
ed. But,  upon  due  reflection,  the  same  reasons 
which  induce  the  several  counties  of  one  of  our 
states  to  prefer  a union  in  order  to  constitute  a body 
politic  of  convenient  magnitude,  rather  than  for 
each  to  form  a state  of  itself,  will  induce  those 
tribes  to  prefer  a union. 

ABORIGINES. 

We  submit,  for  the  perusal  of  our  readers,  a few 
additional  extracts  from  the  Indian  Register,  in  re- 
ference to  the  condition  of  the  aborigines,  in  their 
new  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi.  We  antici- 
pate much  improvement  among  these  tribes,  as  Mr. 
Harris,  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  Indian  affairs, 
at  Washington,  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  im- 
portant and  delicate  trust  committed  to  his  hands 
by  this  government. 

Choctaws. 

The  southern  boundary  of  the  Choctaw  .country 
is  Red  river,  south  of  which  is  the  province  of 
Texas.  On  the  east  they  adjoin  the  state  of  Arkan- 
sas; are  bounded  north  by  Arkansas  and  Canadian 
rivers;  and  on  the  west  by  the  almost  woodless 
praire  regions.  The  extent  of  their  country  from 
north  to  south  is  about  150  miles;  and  from  east  to 
west,  the  habitable  portion  of  about  200  miles. 

Their  country  is  supplied  with  numerous  springs 
of  salt  water,  at  two  of  which  the  natives  are  pre- 
paring to  manufacture  salt. 

Their  houses  and  fields  indicate  a good  degree  of 
industry.  They  own  a considerable  number  of 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  wagons  and  ploughs. 
All  live  by  their  industry  at  their  homes. 

If  any  engage  in  hunting,  it  is  for  pleasure  and 
not  for  a livelihood.  About  six  hundred  bales  of 
cotton  have  been  raised  from  their  own  fields  for 
foreign  market  the  past  year. 

They  have  received  from  government  88  looms, 
220  spinning  wheels,  and  220  pairs  of  cards;  and  are 
yet  to  receive  312  looms,  780  spinning  wheels,  and 
780  pairs  of  cards.  Making  in  all,  1000  spinning 
wheels,  1000  pairs  of  cards,  and  400  looms.  These, 
added  to  what  they  possessed  previously,  will  make 
the  amount  of  those  articles  very  considerable.  In 
Red  river  district  are  two  sets  of  mills,  one  of  which 
is  a flouring  mill,  the  other  a flouring  and  saw  mill; 
both  owned  by  natives. 

They  have  eight  native  merchants,  who  brought 
into  the  country  the  past  year  about  $'80,000  worth 
of  goods.  Some  are  mechanics.  But  a large  ma- 
jority are  agriculturists.  Within  the  tribe  are  about 
600  negro  slaves. 

Tor  their  government  they  have  adopted  a writ- 
ten constitution,  upon  republican  principles,  with 
slight  exceptions.  It  provides  for  a general  council, 
or  legislative  body,  to  consist  of  the  three  principal 
chiefs,  and  thirty  counsellors,  chosen  annually  by 
the  people;  that  is,  ten  in  each  district.  The  legis- 
lative council  meets  once  a year.  It  is  supplied 
with  a speaker  and  clerk.  Two  of  their  chiefs  have 
the  veto  prerogative,  but  when  an  act  is  passed  by 
two  thirds  of  the  legislative  council,  it  becomes  a 
law.  Eighteen  light  horsemen,  enforce  the  laws  of 
the  nation. 

They  have  enacted  some  wholesome  laws  relative 
to  the  crime  of  murder,  theft,  lost  property,  fences, 
widows  and  orphans,  witchcraft,  &c.  Legal  coun- 
sel and  trial  by  jury  are  allowed  to  all.  Several 
laws  have  been  enacted  against  the  introduction  of 
ardent  spirits;  and  these  laws  are  enforced  with  be- 
coming zeal,  so  that  the  evil  of  intemperance,  which 
is  so’  awfully  destructive  to  Indians  generally,  is 
now  little  known  in  the  Choctaw  country. 

The  English  mode  of  dress  has  been  adopted  to  a 
considerable  extent,  especially  among  the  females, 
and  is  daily  becoming  more  common.  Many  of  the 
Choctaws  may  be  properly  classed  with  civilized 
men,  while  a large  portion  of  the  residue  are  little  in- 
ferior to  them  in  point  of  improvement. 

Cherokees. 

The  Cherokee  country  is  bounded  as  follows: 
Beginning  on  the  north  bank  of  Arkansas  river, 
where  the  western  line  of  the  state  of  Arkansas 
crosses  the  river;  thence  north  7°  35'  W.  along  the 
line  of  the  state  of  Arkansas  77  miles,  to  the  S.  W. 
corner  of  the  state  of  Missouri;  thence  north  along 
the  line  of  Missouri  8 miles,  64.50  ch.  to  Seneca 
river;  thence  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Senecas  to  Neosho  river;  thence  up  said  river  to 


the  Osage  lands;  thence  west  with  the  southern 
boundary  of  Osage  lands,  288^  miles;  thence  south 
to  the  Creek  lands,  and  east  along  the  northern  line 
of  the  Creeks,  to  a point  about  43  miles  west  of  the 
state  of  Arkansas,  and  25  miles  north  of  Arkansas 
river;  thence  south  to  Verdigris  river;  thence  down 
Verdigris  to  Arkansas  river;  thence  down  Arkansas 
river  to  the  mouth  of  Neosho  river;  thence  S.  53° 
W.  one  mile;  thence  S.  18°  18'  W.  33  miles,  28.80 
ch.  thence  south  4 miles,  to  the  junction  of  the 
North  Fork  and  Canadian  rivers;  thence  down  the 
latter  to  Arkansas  river;  and  thence  down  Arkansas 
to  the  beginning. 

They  also  own  a tract,  described  by  beginning  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Osage  lands,  and  run- 
ning north  with  the  Osage  line  50  miles;  thence 
east  25  miles  to  the  western  line  of  Missouri;  thence 
south  on  said  line  50  miles;  thence  west  25  miles  to 
the  beginning. 

The  Cherokees  have  asked  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  a patent  for  their  land.  With  the 
view  of  giving  them  a patent,  orders  have  been  is- 
sued for  completing  the  survey  of  their  country. 
The  matter  will,  ere  long,  be  properly  reported  to 
the  government,  and  the  patent  issued. 

This  is  a measure  that  has  been  wisely  and  gener- 
ously prompted  by  the  government  of  the  U.  States. 
Similar  encouragement  has  been  given  to  divers 
other  tribes  to  ask  for  patents,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  be  induced  to  avail  themselves  of  the  of- 
fer. It  is  a measure  which  would  contribute  great- 
ly towards  destroying  the  influence  of  mischievous 
insinuations  of  white  men,  that  Indians  will  not 
be  secure  in  their  possessions.  It  would  tend  to 
quiet  suspicions  among  the  Indians,  and,  conse- 
quently, would  be  promotive  of  many  advantages. 

They  own  numerous  salt  springs,  three  of  which 
are  worked  by  Cherokees.  The  amount  of  salt 
manufactured  is  probably  about  100  bushels  per  day. 

They  also  own  two  lead  mines.  Their  salt  works 
and  their  lead  mines  are  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
their  country,  and  all  the  settlements  yet  formed 
are  within  this  eastern  portion,  which  embraces 
about  two  and  a half  millions  of  acres. 

Politically,  the  eastern  portion  of  the  country  is 
divided  into  four  districls,  viz:  Lee’s  creek  district, 
Flint  district,  Illinois  district,  and  Neosho  district. 

It  may  properly  be  said  that  the  Cherokees  have 
adopted  the  habits  of  civilized  man.  There  is  no 
village  in  their  country;  they  are,  generally,  agri- 
culturalists, a few  are  mechanics,  salt  manufactu- 
rers, merchants,  &c. 

They  probably  own  3,000  horses,  11,000  horned 
cattle,  15,000  hogs,  600  sheep,  110  wagons,  a 
plough  and  often  several  ploughs  to  each  farm, 
several  hundred  spinning  wheels,  and  100  looms. 

They  cultivate  all  kinds  of  culinary  vegetables 
common  to  the  western  country;  raise  corn  in 
abundance,  and  have  commenced  the  growing  of 
wheat.  Their  fields  are  enclosed  with  rail  fences. 
They  have,  generally,  good  log  dwellings,  (for  a 
new  country),  many  of  which  have  stone  chimneys 
to  them,  with  plank  floors,  all  erected  by  them- 
selves. Their  houses  are  furnished  with  plain  ta- 
bles, chairs  and  bedsteads;  and  with  table  and 
kitchen  furniture  nearly,  or  quite,  equal,  to  the 
dwellings  of  white  people  in  new  countries. 

Charles  Rogers  and  David  Milton  each  own  a 
grist  mill;  A.  Brown  owns  a grist  and  saw  mill;  Dr. 
John  Thornton  owns  a saw’  mill,  and  is  erecting  a 
grist  mill;  cost  of  both  when  completed  will  be 
$2000;  John  Drew  owns  a saw  mill. 

Their  form  of  civil  government  resembles  that 
of  one  of  our  states.  The  legislature  consists  of 
upper  and  lower  houses,  each  of  which  has  a presi- 
dent and  secretary;  meets  annually  in  autumn,  and 
may  be  convened  at  other  times  by  order  of  the 
principal  chiefs. 

Each  district  has  two  judges,  and  also  two  light- 
horsemen,  (sheriffs),  who  are  prompt  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  trust. 

Principal  chiefs. 

1st.  Major  John  Jolly;  2d.  Joseph  Vann;  3d.Jas. 
Rogers.  Their  post  office  is  Fort  Gibson. 

Native  merchants. 

David  Webber,  capital  $14,000;  Lewis  Rogers, 
capital  $5,000;  Lura,  Price  and  Paine,  capital 
$5,000. 

Dr.  John  Thornton  is  a native  physician,  who 
received  a medical  education  in  the  United  States. 

Agency,  etc. 

M.  Stokes,  late  sub-agent,  now  agent,  resides  at 
Fort  Gibson;  compensation  $1,500. 

Jack  Spear  (native),  interpreter,  com.  $300. 

Jacob  Gentry,  blacksmith,  with  an  assistant; 
compensation  for  both  $340. 

John  Richmond,  blacksmith,  with  an  ass’t  $840. 

Harvey  Wyatt,  do.  do.  840. 

Henry  Freshour  do.  do.  840. 

James  A.  Hart,  wheelwright,  $600. 

Thomas  N.  Findlay,  wagon-maker,  $600. 


NATIONAL  ANTIMASONIC  CONVENTION. 

The  delegates  to  the  democratic  anti-masonic 
national  convention  assembled  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  Monday,  the  11th  of  September,  and 
organized  by  appointing  Ncr  Middlesuarlh,  esq.  of 
Pennsylvania,  president;  bon.  John  W.  Allen ; of 
Ohio,  Edward  S.  Williams,  esq.  of  Rhode  Island, 
Henry  Cotheal  of  New  York,  and  gen.  Joseph  Markle 
of  Pennsylvania,  vice  presidents;  William  M.  Watts 
and  J.  Jenkins  Ross,  Secretaries. 

The  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  New  York, 
Massachusette,  and  Rhode  Island,  were  represent- 
ed; 53  delegates  being  in  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  was  invited  and  took  a seat 
in  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  draught  resolu- 
tions to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
convention.  The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Den- 
ny, Todd,  Stevens,  Ogle,  and  Darlington,  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  convention  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  The  convention  met, 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions 
reported  the  following,  which  were  read  and  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Whereas,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  nominations 
for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president,  at  this 
early  period,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  will  adjourn  to 
meet  again  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November, 
1838,  at  Philadelphia,  unless  sooner  re-assembled 
by  the  national  committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  unaltered  and  unalterable 
determination  of  this  convention,  at  the  time  above 
stated  to  make  nominations  for  those  offices,  and 
then  inflexibly  to  adhere  to  (hem. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  nominate  no  candidate  for 
either  of  those  offices  from  any  state  not  regularly 
represented  in  said  convention. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  persevere  in  our  national 
and  state  democratic  anti-masonic  organization  until 
secret  oath-bound  societies  shall  be  prostrated 
throughout  the  union:  and  we  invite  all  who  have 
heretofore  acted  with  us  to  re-organize  and  unite 
with  us,  regardless  of  past  difference  of  opinion 
with  respect  to  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons  be 
the  national  anti-masonic  committee,  viz:  Amos 
Ellmaker,  Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  James  Todd,  and 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania;  H.  D.  Ward, 
and  Henry  Cotheal,  of  New  York;  Augustine  Clark, 
of  Vermont;  Edward  S.  Williams,  of  Rhode  Island; 
John  D.  Williams  of  Massachusetts;  and  J.  H.  Pur- 
dy, of  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That  the  national  committee  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each  state  com- 
mittee where  such  anti-masonic  organization  exists, 
and  procure  their  publication  in  the  newspapers  of 
each  of  the  other  states  of  the  union. 


Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by 
the  officers  and  published  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, and  in  the  other  papers  in  Washington  city. 

NER  MIDDLESWARTH.  president. 


JOHN  W.  ALLEN,  j 

HENRY  COTHEAL.  [ 

JOSEPH  MARKLE.  ( 

EDWARD  S.  WILLIAMS,  J 
WILLIAM  M. WATTS,  ~ 


vice 

presidents. 


J.  JENKINS  ROSS, 


■ secretaries, 


ELECTION  RETURNS. 

[The  following  returns  have  been  in  type  for 
several  weeks.] 

INDIANA. 

First  district. 

Whigs.  AJjmnistraiion. 

John  Pitcher,  4,477  R.  Boon,  4,534 

Second  district. 

John  Ewing,  5,723  John  Low,  4,887 

Third  district. 

William  Graham,  5,717  J.  S.  Simonson,  4,390 

Fourth  district. 

George  H.  Dunn,  6,091  Amos  Lane,  5,057 

Fifth  district. 

Jo^AIcCa'Ry,  } both  whi«s:  J'  Rariden  elected‘ 

Sixth  district. 

William  Herrod,  9,635  James  B.  Ray,  5,388 

Seventh  district. 

Albert  S.  White,  10,737  N.  Jackson,  3,369 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  “Raleigh  Register”  of  the  4th  inst.  contains 
the  following  statement  of  the  whig  majority  in 
that  state,  as  evinced  by  the  late  election  of  mem- 
bers of  congress.  The  “Register”  states,  that  in 
the  13th  district  the  friends  of  the  administration 
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supported  general  Patterson,  (contrary  to  his  wish- 
es), in  opposition  to  Mr.  Lewis  Williams:  the  vote 
was,  for  Williams  3543 — Patterson  665 — Williams' 


majority,  2880. 

Whig. 

Administration. 

1st  district, 

405  maj. 

2d  “ 

70  maj. 

3d 

666  “ 

4th  “ 

488  “ 

5th  “ 

1005  “ 

6th  *< 

2093  “ 

7th  “ 

855  “ 

8th  “ 

191  “ 

9th  “ 

180  “ 

10th  “ 

2900  «■ 

11th  “ 

789  “ 

12th  “ 

1491  “ 

13th  “ 

2880  « 

9,865 

4,148 

5,717 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

4,148 

The  returns,  published  in  our  last,  of  the  con 
gressional  election  in  this  state,  it  now  appears,- 
were  not  official. 


The  following  are  now  given  as  official.  Tilling" 
hast  (W.)  4283;  Cranston  (W.)  4221;  Pearce  (Ad.) 
3261;  Howard  (Ad.)  3201.  Tillinghast’s  majority 
over  Pearce  1022.  Cranston’s  majority  over  How- 
ard 1020.  There  were  121  scattering  votes,  of 
which  T.  W.  Dorn  received  72,  and  D.  King  25. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  following  are  given  as  the  official  returns  of 
the  congressional  election  in  this  state.  The  Frank- 
fort Argus,  from  which  they  are  copied,  says,  that 
there  were  but  four  districts  from  which  official  re- 
turns had  been  received  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  following  are  the  official  returns  of  the  votes 
in  the  2d  congressional  district,  lately  represented 
fcy  A.  G.  Hawes,  a Van  Buren  man. 


Rumsey,  ( W.)  Jones,  (Ad.) 


Christian, 

950 

80 

Ohio, 

503 

116 

Davies, 

536 

95 

Muhlenburg, 

752 

44 

Butler, 

232 

75 

Hopkins,  * 

444 

44 

Hancock, 

108 

12 

Henderson, 

510 

30 

Total, 

4,085 

496 

Vote  in  the  3 d congressional  district. 


[no  opposition] 

Underwood. 

Logan  county,  - 

- 

1167 

Warren, 

- 

731 

Barren, 

- 

971 

Allen. 

- 

226 

Edmonson, 

- 

152 

Monroe, 

- 

455 

Todd, 

- 

509 

Simpson,  - 

378 

4589 

Vote  in  the  4th  congressional  district. 


Williams. 

Monroe.  McHenry. 

Adair  county. 

96 

513 

346 

Cumberland, 

354 

314 

109 

Casey, 

271 

232 

130 

Clinton, 

428 

52 

90 

Pulaski, 

689 

200 

462 

Rockcastle, 

375 

201 

22 

Russell, 

222 

165 

144 

Wayne, 

383 

13 

350 

Whitley, 

. 371 

74 

166 

3189 

1764 

1819 

Mr.  Williams’s  majority  over 

judge 

Monroe  1425, 

and  over  Mr.  McHenry,  1370 


Calhoon. 

Vanmetre 

Breckenridge  county,  921 

130 

Green, 

571 

892 

Meade, 

404 

154 

Hart, 

371 

429 

Grayson, 

353 

327 

Hardin, 

1031 

970 

3656 

2902 

Mr.  Calhoon’s 

majority  over  Mr.  Vanme 

Vote  in  the  7th  congressional  district. 


Nelson  county. 

Pope. 

701 

Hardin. 

986 

Washington, 

1020 

357 

Marion, 

744 

585 

Bullitt, 

355 

424 

Spencer, 

428 

376 

Mr.  Pope’s  majority  over 

3248  2728 

Mr.  Hardin  520. 

Vote  in  the  8th  congressional  district. 

W.  J.  Graves.  T.  F.  Marshall. 


City  of  Louisville, 

1203 

798 

Jefferson  county, 

859 

615 

Shelby, 

1352 

637 

Henry, 

940 

474 

Oldham, 

667 

426 

5021 

2946 

Mr.  Graves's  majority 

over  Mr.  Marshall  2075. 

Vote  in  the  9th  congressional  district. 

White. 

Garrard 

Madison, 

1417 

208 

E still. 

407 

264 

Clay, 

270 

348 

Pike, 

204 

145 

Laurel, 

222 

278 

Knox, 

382 

282 

Perry 

158 

353 

Floyd, 

437 

343 

Harlan, 

203 

243 

3700 

2464 

Mr  White’s  majority  over  Mr.  Gafrard  1236. 

Vote  in  the  11  th  congressional  district. 

Menifee. 

French 

Fleming, 

1160 

806 

Bath, 

763 

617 

Montgomery, 

711 

552 

Greenup, 

543 

538 

Lewis, 

393 

422 

Lawrence, 

279 

500 

Morgan, 

235 

415 

4084 

3850 

Mr.  Menifee’s  majority  over  Mr.  French  234. 

Vote  in  the  1 2th  congressional  district. 

Chambers. 

Leach. 

Mason, 

827 

114 

Pendleton, 

261 

206 

Bracken, 

501 

67 

Nicholas, 

426 

463 

Bourbon, 

871 

139 

2886 

989 

Mr.  Chambers’3  majority  over  Mr.  Leach  1897. 

Vote  in  the  13f/t  congressional  district. 


Campbell, 

Scott, 

Southgate. 

846 

790 

Phelps. 

857 

761 

Trimble 

24 

Owen, 

417 

581 

1 

Gallatin, 

753 

446 

2 

Harrison, 

538 

632 

18S 

Grant, 

318 

300 

8 

Boone, 

775 

539 

3 

Mr.  South 

4458  4117  226 

gate’s  majority  over  Mr.  Phelps  340, 

rid  over  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Trimble  tog 

ether  114. 

In  the  legislature  parties  will  stand  as  follows: 


Senate 

Whigs. 

Van  Buren. 

24 

14 

House 

71 

29 

95 

43 

43 

Whig  majority 

52 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  following  are  given  as  the  official  returns 
from  fifty  counties  in  this  state — from  six  there 
were  no  returns. 


Claiborne  (Administration)  11,203,  GhoVon 
(Administration)  9,921,  Prentiss  (Whig)  7,143, 
Acee  (Whig)  6,631. 

Michigan. 


The  Detroit  Free  Press  of  the  5th  inst.  has  the 
following  official  statement  of  the  majorities  in 
the  several  counties,  for  a member  of  congress: 


Crary,  V.  B. 

Wells  W. 

Kent  & Otteway 

230 

Jackson  & Ingham 

13 

Wayne 

464 

Oakland 

165 

Monroe 

357 

Macomb 

70 

Mackinaw 

26 

Kalamazoo 

299 

Hillsdale 

30 

Washtenaw 

159 

Lenawee 

175 

St.  Clair 

10 

Branch 

99 

Cass 

15 

Calhoun 

236 

Gennessee 

50 

Berrien 

7 

Allegan 

9 

Livingston 

90 

— 

Saginaw 

46 

790 

Sliiawassa 

22 

Lapeer 

27 

Ionia 

53 

Van  Buren 

28 

St.  Josephs 

31 

1921 

Clary’s  majority, 

1131 

PRINTER  TO  TPIE  HOUSE. 

( Deferred  Article.) 

The  “Madisonian,”  whose  editor  was  the  success- 
ful candidate  for  the  office  of  printer  to  the  house, 
thus  speaks  of  the  result  of  the  election: 

By  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  editor 
of  the  Madisonian  has  been  elected  printer  to  that 
body.  The  contest  was  severe  and  protracted.  It 
occupied  a portion  of  three  days;  and  after  divers 
motions  and  resolutions  were  disposed  of,  we  suc- 
ceeded on  the  twelfth  ballot. 

This  contest  was  a struggle  for  principle.  On 
the  one  side  were  the  whigs,  whose  great  object  is 
the  establishment  of  a national  bank;  on  the  other 
hand,  were  the  friends  of  the  administration,  oppos- 
ed to  such  an  institution,  but  differing  amongst 
themselves  as  to  the  best  means  of  regulating  the 
currency  of  the  country.  There  were  many  who 
voted  lor  the  Globe,  who  do  not  approve  of  the 
course  of  that  paper,  but  deemed  it  proper,  for  other 
considerations,  to  give  it  their  support.  Those 
who,  from  the  beginning,  sustained  the  Madisonian, 
and  adherecjto  it  throughout  the  contest,  did  it  on 
the  broad  ground  of  principle,  as  avowed  by  Mr. 
Garland  and  others,  in  debate,  on  account  of  its 
maintaining  the  old  and  true  doctrines  of  the  demo- 
cratic party;  and  on  which  alone,  they  believe,  the 
administration  and  the  party  can  be  sustained.  The 
result  of  the  contest  showed  that  no  consideration 
could  induce  the  friends  of  the  Madisonian  to  aban- 
don that  ground  of  principle  on  which  they  stood. 
The  friends  of  the  Intelligencer  held  out  for  three 
days  under  the  vain  and  delusive  hope,  that  they 
might  recruit  sufficient  lorce  from  the  one  or  the 
other  section  of  the  friends  of  the  administration,  to 
enable  them  to  succeed.  In  this  they  were  disap- 
pointed; and  in  the  end  were  compelled  to  take  the 
lesser  evil,  as  they  would  term  it.  The  friends  of  the 
Madisonian  stand  to  the  Intelligencer  as  the  demo- 
cratic party  have  done  for  years  past.  They  main- 
tain the  same  doctrines  now,  which  they  maintain- 
ed then; — and  if  the  Madisonian  is  less  obnoxious 
by  reason  of  the  vltraism  of  the  Globe,  it  is  because 
the  one  is  pursuing  the  old  and  beaten  track  of 
principle,  whilst  the  other  is  in  search  of  new'  and 
untried  schemes,  w'hich  have  never  been  recognis- 
ed by  the  great  republican  party  of  the  union. 

We  certainly  feel  under  deep  obligations  to  the 
gallant  band  who  stood  by  us  on  this  occasion;  and 
as  they  were  governed  entirely  by  the  highest  con- 
siderations of  principle,  and  by  the  most  lofty  pa- 
triotism, we  assure  them,  that  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, their  just  expectations  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed. 

Towards  those  who  supported  the  Globe,  we  en- 
tertain the  kindest  feelings.  We  cannot  find  it  in 
our  heart  to  censure  them  in  the  least  for  their  pre- 
ference, under  the  circumstances,  thus  expressed. 
We  fully  appreciate  their  situation  and  the  consid- 
erations which  naturally  influenced  their  action. 
We  had  but  recently  come  here,  comparatively  un- 
known. We  avoided  all  personal  importunities  for 
their  support;  and  determined  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  unbiassed  judgment  of  our  friends. 

In  our  future  course,  we  shall  endeavor  to  do  full 
and  ample  justice  to  the  motives  of  all.  We  are 
aware  that  there  is  a great  diversity,  and  an  honest 
difference,  of  opinion  on  the  important  subjects 
which  now  agitate  the  public  mind.  We  are  also 
well  satisfied,  that  the  course  we  have  marked  out 
for  ourself,  is  the  only  one  which  can  maintain  the 
ascendancy  of  the  republican  party,  and  preserve 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  And  we  will 
here  venture  to  predict,  that  those  who  may  differ 
with  us,  will,  in  due  time,  be  convinced  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  our  position;  and  we  hope  that  convic- 
tion will  come  before  it  is  too  late. 

To  meet  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  we  have 
made  an  arrangement  for  the  mechanical  execution 
of  the  printing  of  the  house  until  our  establishment 
shall  be  provided  with  the  necessary  materials  for 
that  purpose. 

As  to  the  article  that  appeared  in  the  Intelligencer 
of  yesterday,  and  the  remarks  of  the  Globe  upon  it 
this  morning,  it  is  proper  for  us  to  say  that,  we  dis- 
claim all  the  ‘'affinity”  the  Intelligencer  claims,  and 
disavow  all  the  connection  which  the  Globe  im- 
putes. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  EWING  OF  INDIANA. 

When  Mr.  Ewing,  on  Thursday  the  21st  inst.  pre-  ' 
sented  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mount 
Vernon  and  its  vicinity,  Perry  county,  Indiana,  he 
asked  permission  to  accompany  it  with  a few  re- 
marks, which  the  rules  prohibited.  The  substance 
of  what  he  intended  to  say,  is  as  follows: 

That  he  should  always  take  pleasure  in  becom- 
ing the  medium  through  which  the  sentiments  and 
wishes  of  any  portion  of  the  patriotic,  intelligent. 
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and  enterprising  citizens  of  Indiana  reach  the  coun- 
cils of  the  union,  and  more  particularly  when,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  he  found  the  sentiments  and 
•views  of  all  quarters  of  his  state  so  happily  accor- 
dant with  those  of  his  own  immediate  constituents. 
The  memorial  he  held  in  his  hand  embraced  senti- 
ments and  involved  principles  in  strict  unison — aye, 
distinctly  associated  at  this  moment  with  the  ever 
to  be  remembered  name  of  the  place  from  whence 
it  comes — sentiments  now  held,  he  believed,  in 
common  by  a large  majority  of  the  people  of  his 
state,  as  was  evidenced  emphatically  ou  the  first 
Monday  of  August  last,  in  every  congressional  dis- 
trict thereof,  except,  indeed,  the  one  from  whence 
the  memorial  came;  and  there,  experience  is  not 
lost,  as  he  felt  pleased  to  observe  some  of  the  most 
influential  friends  of  the  late  president  have  signed 
this  application. 

That  the  signers  of  this  memorial  do  not  believe 
any  organic  change  of  the  constitution  is  required  to 
authorize  relief  to  the  “democracy  of  numbers;” 
they  pray  for  a national  bank  to  regulate  a depre- 
ciating and  supply  a sound  convertible  currency 
and  they  believe  there  exists  no  constitutional  im- 
pediment, although  functional  restraints  and  func- 
tional improvement  must  be  made  to  remove  the 
existing  objections  and  the  apprehended  danger; 
they  know  that  partial  relief  will  only  tend  to  aggra- 
vate the  general  distress,  and  that  the  entire  west, 
more  than  any  other  portion  of  the  union,  sutlers 
for  want  of  a general  uniform  currency;  they  know 
that  “money  is  power,”  and  feel  that  they  are  a 
component  part  of  this  people  to  whom  (in  theory' 
it  is  admitted)  all  power  rightfully  belongs;  and 
therefore,  they  will  never  relinquish  the  control  and 
direction  of  their  own  credit;  yes,  they  know  that 
“money  is  power,”  and  the  whole  country  know  it; 
witness  the  change  throughout  the  union  since  this 
administration  was  divested  of  a portion  of  the  sur- 
plus! The  decision  of  matters  now  before  this  house 
will  show  if  the  house,  which  should  present  an 
epitome  of  the  whole  people,  be  likewise  changed; 
they  know,  as  do  all,  that  the  sage  of  Mount  Vernon, 
or  anjr  of  his  worthy  successors,  never  sought  to 
perpetuate  power  by  a treasury  control  of  the  best 
currency;  that  they  never  resorted  to  the  guise  of 
“separating  the  government  from  the  backs,”  by 
seeking  to  unite  officers  of  executive  appointment 
with  a paper  system.  They  and  the  country  know 
these  facts,  and  would  now  implore  this  body  to 
forget  its  possible  instrumentality  in  the  real  causes 
of  the  existing  embarrassments,  as  an  approval  of 
remote  causes  should  carry  with  it  no  approval  of 
unlocked  for  consequences. 


MR.  RITCHIE 


AND  THE  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  15 th  inst. 

LETTER  AND  REMARKS. 

We  unhesitatingly  lay  the  following  letter  before 
our  readers. 

We  were,  and  are,  distinctly  under  the  impres- 
sion, that  Mr.  Kendall’s  statements  of  the  transac- 
tions of  most  of  the  post  offices  in  the  country, 
were  incorrect.  Our  expressions  might  have  been 
too  hasty,  perhaps  too  harsh.  We  speak  from  what 
we  have  heard.  We  have  arrived  at  our  conclu- 
sions from  the  information  that  is  within  our  reach. 
We  think  him  mistaken.  We  know  that  Mr.  Kendall 
has  attempted  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  the  law. 
We  have  seen  his  letters,  which  expressly  require 
it — but  we  have  no  idea  that  it  has  been  so  carried 
out.  From  what  we  can  learn,  the  exceptions  are 
much  more  numerous  than  are  stated.  We  have 
heard  of  drafts  upon  the  banks,  which  have  been 
paid  in  paper — and  we  know,  that  nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  the  contractors  to  take  paper,  and 
dispense  with  specie.  In  various  post  offices,  it  is 
believed  that  many  of  the  postmasters,  for  the  sake 
of  public  convenience,  give  out  papers  and  letters, 
on  the  faith  of  deposites  made  in  bank  notes;  or  in 
country  offices,  where  merchants  are  the  postmas- 
ters, they  are  charged  on  account.  As  for  the  four 
millions  said  to  be  received  and  disbursed  in  specie, 
we  have  no  idea  that  it  is  so — we  should  think, 
from  what  we  have  heard,  that  the  amount  would 
not  exceed  the  third,  or  at  most  the  half  of  that 
sum.  But,  all  speculation  upon  this  subject  seems 
at  this  time  to  be  useless,  as  we  shall  probably 
learn  the  facts  from  Mr.  Woodbury’s  report,  in  an- 
swer to  Mi'.  Robertson’s  resolution. 

The  letter  addresses  certain  queries  to  us  for  dis- 
cussion. Let  the  writer  profit,  if  he  pleases,  by  the 
argument  which  they  contain.  For  our  own  parts, 
we  do  not  comprehend  the  chain  of  reasoning 
which  makes  it  more  dishonest  at  this  time  to  em- 
ploy the  available  notes  of  solvent  banks,  particu- 
larly of  such  as  are  indebted  to  the  government, 
and  whose  debt  to  the  government  may  thus  be  con- 
veniently extinguished,  than  it  was  in  I817-T8. 


We  do  not  see,  why  it  is  necessary  to  take  a course 
immediately,  which  will  retard  the  banks  in  their 
resumption  of  specie  payments;  why  make  a dis- 
crimination between  the  people  and  their  officers; 
the  former  to  receive  paper  from  each  other,  and 
the  others  to  be  favored  with  gold  and  silver  only. 
The  letter-writer  stickles  for  abstract  grounds, 
without  allowing  for  the  situation  of  the  country. 
The  great  thing  which  every  patriot  ought  to  have 
in  view,  should  be  to  restore  general  confidence;  to 
bring  back  the  state  banks  to  specie  payments;* 
thus  to  enable  the  people  to  have  specie  for  them- 
selves, as  well  as  to  pay  it  without  any  sacrifice  to 
the  government.  The  state  as  well  as  the  people 
now  take  bank  notes  for  their  dues;  and  shall  we 
insist  upon  taxing  the  people  10  or  12  per  cent,  and 
wringing  specie  from  them,  to  raise  the  salaries  of 
their  federal  officers?  But  the  letter-writer  says, 
make  the  banks  pay;  it  is  they  who  do  the  wrong. 
We  are  as  anxious  for  them  to  pay  specie,  as  he  is 
— and  all  that  we  want  is,  to  promote  by  a tempo- 
rary arrangement  this  most  desirable  purpose. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  state  banks,  we 
know  perfectly  well,  that  within  a very  few  months 
afterthe  government  went  into  operation  in  17S9,  the 
notes  of  the  two  banks  then  in  existence  were  em- 
ployed in  the  payment  of  custom-house  duties — and 
that  in  1791,  and  from  time  to  time  subsequently, 
Mr.  Madison  and  other  republicans  recommended 
the  state  banks  to  be  used  for  conducting  the  finan- 
ces of  the  government. 

The  only  issue  with  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, is  between  these  state  banks,  better  organ- 
ized and  regulated,  and  the  sub-treasury  system. 
We  go  with  the  former  now,  as  we  did  with  the 
last  administration  and  its  other  friends  in  ’34. 
That  system  was  then  pronounced  from  very  high 
authoritv,  to  be  “as  good  for  safety,  and  the  least 
liable  to  abuse  by  the  executive,  of  any  which  the 
uiit  of  man  can  conceive.”  Whereas,  the  sub-trea- 
sury system  was  condemned  as  a “wild  and  danger- 
ous scheme” — indeed,  so  much  so,  that  its  advo- 
cates probably  were  the  only  men,  “from  the  time 
the  treasury  scheme  of  the  constitution  was  con- 
ceived, down  to  the  year  1834,  who  ever  imagined 
that  such  an  organization  of  the  treasury  was  re- 
quired by  that  instrument,  or  would  be  useful,  po- 
litic, or  safe.” 

If  the  national  bank  is  never  established  but  by 
our  consent,  it  will  be  condemned  to  an  eternal 
exile.  But  we  will  content  ourselves  with  the  re- 
mark on  this  part  of  the  letter,  that  its  expressions 
are  more  calculated  to  do  mischief,  than  good — ami 
that  it  insidiously  squints  towards  denunciation  of 
men,  as  worthy  of  the  public  confidence  as  its  wri- 
ter— of  men,  who  have  done  as  much  against  the 
national  bank  as  he  has,  and  who  are  as  much  and  dis- 
interestedly attached  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  he  can  be. 
They  abhor  that  odious  institution,  and  will  make 
as  many  sacrifices  to  prevent  its  resuscitation  under 
federal  auspices.  But  justice  forbid!  that  any  man- 
ly discussion,  conducted  in  the  proper  spirit  as  to 
the  best  expedient  for  conducting  the  finances  of 
the  country,  should  be  repressed  by  such  expres- 
sions; or  that  any  discussion  should  have  the  effect 
of  re-establishing  the  bank.  The  only  thing  which 
can  contribute  to  that  deplorable  catastrophe,  is  dis- 
sension among  the  friends  of  the  administration — 
and  the  only  mode  to  prevent  dissension,  is,  to  prac- 
tice conciliation  and  harmony  towards  each  other. 
One  of  the  best  examples  of  this  temper  we  find 
in  the  following  extract  from  the  Warrenton  Jeffer- 
sonian of  the  9th  instant: 

“We  commence  to-day  the  president’s  message. 
It  will  doubtless  attract  general  attention.  It  is  a 
perspicuous,  bold  and  powerful  document.  Of  its 
doctrines  we  shall  say  little,  as  they  will  speak  for 
themselves.  We  will,  however,  say,  that  the  pub- 
lic liberty  of  the  country  is  not  to  be  endangered  du- 
ring this  administration,  by  being  placed  in  the 
reach  of  the  talons  of  a national  bank.  The  presi- 
dent is  against  such  an  institution,  in  every  form, 
on  constitutional  grounds.  Whatever  our  friends 
may  think  in  regard  to  the  collection,  sale-keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  we  are,  never- 
theless, sure  that  all  will  say  the  message  is  emi- 
nently creditable  to  its  distinguished  author  on  ac- 
count of  the  elegance  of  its  style,  and  its  republi- 
can, patriotic,  and  independent  spirit.  Our  differ- 
ences, if  any  should  exist,  in  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  state  banks,  or  sub-treasuries,  will  arise 
upon  a mere  point  of  expediency.  Collision  and 
discussion,  among  friends,  are  but  the  trial  of  rea- 
sons and  conclusions.  United  in  principle,  we 
never  can  be  permanently  separated  or  estranged 
from  one  another,  by  shades  of  mere  expediency, 


*Tbe  Charleston  Patriot  calculates,  that  “the 
present  amount  of  specie  locked  up  in  the  banks  at 
about  40,  and  that  in  the  possession  of  the  public 
about  25  millions!” 


whilst  we  have  to  guard  against  the  insidious  as- 
saults of  a party  seeking  to  infuse  into  the  measures 
of  the  government,  the  odious  principles  of  Hamil- 
ton. 

Washington,  Sept.  9th  1837. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer: 

Sir:  In  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  yesterday,  I 
find  the  following  remarks,  viz: 

“The  postmaster-general  may  report  that  ‘this 
department  has  been  successfully  conducted  since 
May  last  upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States.’  But  if  Mr. 
Kendall  means  by  this,  that  it  has  received  and  paid 
away  only  hard  money,  we  take  leave  lo  ditfer  from 
him.  A committee  of  congress  has  only  to  sum- 
mon various  postmasters  before  them  to  show  the 
contrary.” 

I am  sure  it  was  not  your  intention  to  charge  Mr. 
Kendall  with  reporting  a falsehood  to  the  president, 
and  to  invite  a committee  of  congress  to  convict 
him  of  it;  yet  such  is  the  uncharitable  construction 
which  many  have  put  upon  this  passage.  Whatever 
may  have  been  your  meaning  or  motive,  Mr.  Ken- 
dail’s  report  is  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  and 
the  declaration  of  the  president  is  literally  true.  It 
is  not  asserted  that  subordinate  agents  of  the  de- 
partment, have,  without  the  knowledge  or  sanction 
of  the  postmaster  general,  in  no  instance  received 
or  paid  nothing  but  “hard  money.”  Doubtless 
there  have  been  cases  where  contractors  have 
voluntarily  received  paper  from  postmasters,  and 
where  postmasters  have  received  it  from  the  pub- 
lic; but  it  has  been  done  without  the  sanction  of 
the  department,  and  the  fact  does  not  militate  against 
the  declaration  of  the  president.  The  principle 
upon  which  the  department  has  been  managed  is 
precisely  as  he  declares.  The  deviations  from  that 
principle,  it  is  believed,  are  too  few  in  number  to 
affect  in  any  way  the  force  of  the  example  or  enable 
the  opponents  of  the  hard  money  system  in  the 
affairs  of  government,  to  base  an  argument  upon 
them.  All  this  I am  sure  you  will  readily  concede, 
and  give  full  weight  to  the  argument  which  may  be 
deduced  from  it. 

Here  is  a branch  of  the  government  collecting 
and  disbursing  in  hard  money  a revenue  of  about 
four  millions  of  dollars  annually  without  the  aid  of 
banks,  and  without  (he  slightest  inconvenience,  not- 
withstanding the  general  suspension  of  payment 
by  the  banks.  The  people  find  little  difficulty  in 
procuring  specie  enough  lor  this  purpose — so  little 
indeed,  that  no  complaints  have  been  heard,  ex- 
cepting from  those  points  where  parly  feeling  and 
bank  policy  united  to  degrade  the  government,  if 
possible,  to  a level  with  the  banks  and  force  it  to 
stop  payment. 

I am  one  who  has  always  given  you  credit  for 
perfect  honesty  in  your  political  opinions  and  a 
strict  adherence  to  the  constitution  according  to  its 
obvious  meaning  and  intention.  Yet,  I cannot  com- 
prehend the  chain  of  reasoning  by  which  you  are 
led  to  some  of  the  conclusions  which  you  are  now 
pressing  upon  the  community. 

You  admit  that  gold  and  silver  are  by  the  consti- 
tution the  only  legal  tender  in  this  country,  and 
that  every  contract  to  pay  money,  public  or  private, 
is  a contract  to  pay  gold  and  silver.  Upon  these 
admitted  principles,  I do  not  comprehend  the  chain 
of  reasoning  by  which  you  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  honest  to  force  on  the  public  creditors  any 
thing  else.  Yet  you  insist,  that  the  government 
ought  to  receive  and  pay  to  its  creditors  a depre- 
ciated paper,  and  you  speak  of  them  as  'favored;” 
because  they  are  not  compelled  to  receive  less  than 
their  legal  dues!  Is  this  fair  reasoning  or  a just  con- 
clusion? Instead  ofthe  public  creditors  being  favored., 
do  they  not  receive  their  just  .dyes  and  no  more;  and 
are  not  the  people  wronged  out  of  a portion  of  their 
just  dues  by  being  compelled  to  receive  a depreci- 
ated currency?  and  when  a part  are  wronged  by  the 
course  ofthe  banks,  is  it  a just  ground  for  honest 
complaint  that  all  are  not  wronged  in  an  equal  de- 
gree? Honest  complaint,  it  would  seem,  should  seek 
to  repair  the  wrong  instead  of  giving  it  a wider 
range.  It  would  aim  at  securing  the  inviolability 
of  contracts  guaranteed,  by  the  constitution,  rather 
Ilian  reducing  all  to  the  same  level  of  wrong 
in  violation  of  its  most  sacred  principles.  Restore 
their  rights — their  constitutional  rights- — to  an  out- 
raged people,  and  public  and  private  creditors  will 
stand  on  the  same  level.  Do  not  deprive  the  public 
creditors  of  their  rights,  but  restore  to  the  people 
theirs.  Compel  your  banks  to  fulfil  (heir  obligations 
to  the  country,  and  away  with  your  relief  laws.  The 
people — the  great  mass,  (be  honest  planters,  farmers, 
mechanics  and  traders  who  are  not  in  debt  and  have 
nothing  to  do  with  banks  and  speculation — would 
be  relieved,  in  a day , and  you  would  find  no  ground 
to  complain  that  public  creditors  are  honestly  paid 
according  to  their  contracts,  and  thus  have  an  advan- 
tage over  private  citizens. 
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There  is  another  point  on  which,  in  all  serious- 
ness, I beg  leave  to  ask  you  a few  questions. 

Do  you  believe  “the  hard  money  men”  who 
formed  our  constitution,  ever  contemplated  the  em- 
ployment of  banks,  state  or  national,  as  keepers  of 
the  moneys  in  the  treasury ? 

If  not,  in  what  manner  did  they  intend  that  the 
public  moneys  should  be  kept? 

What  did  they  mean,  when  they  declared  that 
“no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  except 
in  pursuance  of  appropriations  made  by  law”? 

Can  this  prohibition,  without  a violation  of  its 
plain  letter  and  spirit,  be  construed  to  mean  any 
thing  else  than  that  the  public  money  should  go  into 
the  treasury  and  there  remain,  untouched,  and  invi- 
olate, until  drawn  out  to  pay  the  expenditures  of 
the  government  in  pursuance  of  appropriations? 

Can  it  possibly  mean,  that  it  may  be  handed  over 
to  banks  or  other  corporations  or  individuals,  to  be 
loaned  out  for  gain,  or  applied  to  their  own  use  until 
wanted  to  meet  appropriations?  Or  if  such  be  its 
meaning,  ef  what  possible  use  is  its  restriction? 

Is  the  general  government,  indeed,  such  an  im- 
perfect body  politic,  that  it  cannot  safely  keep  its 
own  money?  Must  it  hand  its  purse  over  to  strangers 
over  whom  it  has  little  authority  or  control;  suffer 
them  to  use  its  money  for  their  own  gain,  and  be 
subject  in  all  its  operations  to  be  impeded  and  baffled 
by  their  mismanagement,  indiscretion  or  knavery? 
Is  it  not  in  the  power  of  congress  to  make  the  na- 
tional treasury  as  safe  a place  of  custody  as  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  can  make  their  banks ? 

If,  indeed  the  general  government  has  not,  under 
the  constitution,  powers  and  facilities  adequate  to 
the  safe  keeping  of  its  own  money,  the  framers  of 
that  instrument  sadly  mistook  the  character  of  their 
own  work;  and  have  left  a government,  which  they 
intended  should  be  independent  to  the  extent  of  its 
delegated  powers,  entirely  dependent,  not  on  the 
states,  as  under  the  confederation,  but  on  the  crea- 
tures of  the  states — a set  of  soulless  creatures,  actu- 
ated entirely  by  the  love  of  gain,  to  which  honor, 
honesty,  patriotism — all  that  is  holy  and  sacred 
among  men,  will,  as  all  experience  teaches,  be 
sometimes  sacrificed. 

It  was  not,  sir,  my  intention  to  go  into  the  gene- 
ral subject;  but  1 have  suffered  myself  to  be  carried 
thus  far  by  the  interest  I feel  in  the  prevalence  of 
sound  principles.  A short  time  will  satisfy  you, 
that  your  own  separation  from  the  republican  party, 
on  the  pending  question,  does  but  strengthen  the 
hands  of  our  great  enemy,  a national  bank;  and  that 
in  fact,  there  is  no  middle  ground  between  deposit- 
ing the  public  funds  in  '‘the  treasury,”  or  in  the 
vaults  of  our  “legitimate  sovereigns,”  to  whose 
restoration,  through  your  secession  and  that  ofyour 
friends,  the  friends  of  “the  Bourbons”  so  confidently 
look. 

As  you  invite  the  widest  discussion  in  your  co- 
lumns, I beg  the  favor  of  you  to  give  publication  to 
this  letter. 


SEIZURE  OF  A NEGRO  SLAVE. 

From  the  Federal  Union. 
Correspondence  between  governor  Schley  of  Georgia, 
and  governor  Dunlap  of  Maine. 

Stale  of  Maine,  executive  department, 
Augusta,  August  16,  1837. 

His  excellency  William  Schley, 

governor  of  the  stale  of  Georgia: 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency’s communication,  enclosing  the  affidavit  of 
James  Sagurs,  and  demanding  the  arrest  of  Daniel 
Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran,  accused  of  having 
feloniously  inveigled,  stolen,  and  carried  away, 
without  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  a neirro 
slave.  b 

Whatever  may  have  been  urged  relative  to  this, 
or  any  kindred  subject,  by  individuals  or  self-consti- 
tuted societies;  the  offence  indicated  in  the  affidavit 
being  made  penal  by  the  laws  of  Georgia,  would, 
in  my  view,  require  executive  interference,  as 
really  and  as  readily,  as  offences  of  any  other  char- 
acter. 

I am,  however,  dissuaded  from  complying  with 
your  excellency’s  request,  not  from  any  sympathy 
with  those  who  would  wantonly  violate  the  laws  of 
a sister  state,  but  from  considerations,  which  I beg 
leave  now  to  present. 

So  far  as  I have  received  any  information  relative 
to  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  their  visit  to  your  state 
was  in  the  course  of  their  ordinary  business,  as  ma- 
riners. Their  vessel  being  at  the  south,  they  navi- 
gated it  homeward  by  the  usual  route,  and  in  the 
usual  time.  They  had  stated  homes,  to  which  they 
openly  returned — at  those  homes,  they  took  up  their 
residence,  and  conducted  their  affairs  there  without 
concealment,  and  in  all  respects,  conformably  to 
the  usages  of  innocent  and  unsuspecting  citizens. 
Whether  such  a course  of  conduct  is  to  be  deemed 


a fleeing  from  justice,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
act  of  congress,  and  whether  men,  so  conducting, 
are  to  be  viewed  as  “fugitives,”  may  present  a 
question  of  some  importance,  but  which  it  does  not 
now  seem  necessary  for  me  to  decide. 

The  affidavit  suggests  two  causes  for  (he  pro- 
posed arrest.  One  is,  that  the  supposed  fugitives 
have  been  guilty,  as  the  deponent  has  been  informed, 
and  believes  of  a felony,  under  the  laws  of  your 
state. 

Felony  is  a generic  term,  embracing  many  de- 
scriptions of  crime.  In  what  acts  the  supposed 
felony  consisted,  whether  they  were  acts  aimed  at 
the  subversion  of  the  government,  or  affecting  the 
life,  liberty,  or  property  of  individual  citizens,  and 
when,  where,  or  by  what  instrumentality  commit- 
ted, is  not  intimated. 

The  deponent  (as  he  asserts)  may  have  been 
informed,  that  some  act  which  he  had  heard,  and 
believes,  the  said  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  per- 
formed, was  denominated  a felony.  From  whom 
and  with  w'hat  accuracy  he  learned  the  definition  of 
a “felony,”  is  unknown.  Had  he  stated  the  act  com- 
mitted, the  conclusion  which  I could  have  drawn 
from  it  relative  to  its  character,  and  criminality, 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  me,  than  the  depo- 
nent’s opinion,  that  such  an  act,  (whatever  it  might 
be)  constituted  a felony.  Surely  a charge  so  vague, 
even  when  verified  by  oath,  cannot  justify  the  de- 
sired arrest.  But  this  charge,  indefinite  as  it  is,  is 
not  sworn  to,  as  true.  The  allegation  is  merely, 
that  the  deponent  has  been  so  informed,  and  so  be- 
lieves. 

The  other  allegation  is,  that  the  said  Philbrook 
and  Kelleran,  as  deponent  believes,  did  feloniously 
inveigle,  steal,  take  and  carry  away,  without  the 
limits  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  a negro  slave.  Doubt- 
less such  an  act,  if  committed,  is  an  offence  against 
the  laws  of  Georgia.  But  the  allegations  of  the 
affidavit  do  not,  in  my  judgment,  constitute  such  a 
charge  as  would  justify  me  in  surrendering  the  sup- 
posed fugitives.  All  rests  in  the  deponent’s  belief 
— no  positive  statement  is  made,  and  on  what  evi- 
dence his  belief  is  founded,  does  not  appear.  It 
might  be  the  slightest  suggestion  of  an  excited  mind 
— it  might  draw  its  origin  from  some  indeterminate 
insinuation  of  interested  persons,  whose  motives  we 
cannot  scrutinize.  Above  all,  it  is  not  alleged,  that 
the  crime  has  been  committed  by  any  one,  but 
merely  that  the  deponent  believes  it  has. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  no  war- 
rant is  to  issue,  except  on  probable  cause,  supported 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  the  constitution  of  this 
stat,e,  furnishes  the  same  protection  to  its  citizens. 
In  the  case  under  consideration,  it  is  not  asserted 
that  there  is  probable  cause,  nor  are  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances presented,  from  which  probable  cause 
can  be  inferred.  In  a case,  arising  in  this  state,  no 
magistrate  would  feel  justified  to  issue  his  warrant 
upon  such  evidence.  It  would  not  be  sufficient  au- 
thority to  detain  a man  for  trial. 

From  the  foregoing  considerations,  I am  con- 
strained to  think,  that  the  case  which  your  excel- 
lency has  presented,  is  not  of  such  a character  as  will 
permit  me  to  order  the  proposed  arrest. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
your  excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

Executive  department,  Ga. 

Milledgeville,  Sept.  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
ofyour  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo,  in  an- 
swer to  mine  of  the  21st  of  June  last,  demanding  of 
your  excellency  the  persons  of  Daniel  Philbrook 
and  Edward  Kelleran,  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
charged  with  the  crime  of  feloniously  inveigling, 
taking  and  carrying  away  without  the  limits  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  a certain  negro  man  slave  named 
Atticus,  the  property  of  James  Sagurs  and  Henry 
Sagurs. 

You  refuse  to  comply  with  the  demand  on  three 
grounds,  if  I rightly  understand  you.  First,  because 
the  persons  charged  “visited  Georgia  in  the  course 
of  their  ordinary  business  as  mariners,  returned 
homeward  by  the  usual  route  and  in  the  usual  time 
— had  stated  homes  to  which  they  openly  returned— 
took  up  their  residence  and  conducted  their  affairs 
there  without  concealment,  and  in  all  respects  con- 
formably to  the  usages  of  innocent  and  unsuspect- 
ing citizens.”  Secondly,  “because  the  affidavit  on 
which  the  demand  was  made,  is  not  positive;  but 
only  asserts  the  deponent’s  information  and  belief 
that  the  persons  charged  had  committed  a felony,  by 
inveigling,  stealing,  taking  and  carrying  away  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  a negro  slave.” 
And  thirdly,  because  “felony  is  a general  term  em- 
bracing many  descriptions  of  crime,  and  had  the  de- 
ponent stated  the  act  committed,  the  conclusion  you 
could  have  drawn  from  it  relative  to  its  character 
and  criminality  would  have^been  more  satisfactory 


to  you,  than  the  deponent’s  opinion  that  such  an  act 
constituted  a felony.” 

The  fact  that  the  individuals  “charged,  returned 
to  their  homes  (in  Maine)  and  conducted  their  af- 
fairs there  without  concealment  and  in  all  respects 
conformably  to  the  usages  of  innocent  and  unof- 
fending citizens,”  is  no  evidence  of  their  innocence. 
If  they  had  thus  acted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  where  the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, I admit  it  would  have  been  a circumstance 
well  calculated  to  rebut  the  presumption  of  guilt — 
but  they  were  in  the  state  of  Maine,  beyond  and 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  they  had  violat- 
ed, where  they  expected  to  be  protected,  and  where, 

I regret  to  say,  the  course  your  excellency  has 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  pursue,  they  will  in  fact  be 
protected;  and  that  too,  directly  in  opposition  to  a 
positive  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  constitution. 

With  due  deference  to  your  excellency’s  judg- 
ment, I must  be  permitted  to  differ  from  you  in  the 
construction  of  Mr.  Sagur’s  affidavit.  He  does  not 
state  the  fact  of  stealing  upon  his  belief,  but  the  fact 
of  the  individuals  charged,  being  the  muster  and  mate 
of  the  schooner  Boston.  The  affidavit  states  posi- 
tively “that  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelle- 
ran did,  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  May  last,  felo- 
niously inveigle,  steal,  take  and  carry  away  without 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  a negro  man  slave  named  At- 
ticus, the  property  of  the  deponent  and  his  brother, 
Henry  Sagurs.”  The  deponent  then  states  that  this 
act,  as  he  has  been  informed  and  believes,  is  a felony 
under  the  laws  of  Georgia. 

The  fact,  therefore,  which  you  desire  to  know  in 
order  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  relative  to  the 
character  and  criminality  of  the  offence,  has  been 
distinctly  and  positively  sworn  to  in  the  affidavit,  to 
wit,  that  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran 
did  feloniously  inveigle,  steal,  take  and  carry  away 
a certain  negro  man  slave,  named  Atticus. 

But,  admitting  the  affidvit  to  be  as  you  under- 
stand it,  still  I hold  it  amply  sufficient  to  authorize 
the  arrest  of  the  persons  charged.  Indeed,  it  is 
very  seldom  possible  to  obtain  the  kind  of  evidence 
you  seem  to  require.  Crimes  are  generally  com- 
mitted in  secret  and  are  usually  established  by  the 
proof  of  facts  which  necessarily  lead  the  mind  to  the' 
conclusion  that  the  crime  was  committed,  and  by  a 
certain  person.  On  such  evidence  convictions  are 
usually  obtained,  and  a much  slighter  proof  is  suffi- 
cient to  authorize  an  arrest.  Suppose  a murder  to 
have  been  committed,  and  an  affidavit  made  stating 
that  “the  deponent  had  reason  to  believe  and  did 
verily  believe  that  A.  B.  did  the  act” — Will  your 
excellency  say  that  on  such  evidence,  the  person 
charged  could  not  be  legally  arrested?  I hope 
not:  for  if  such  be  the  understanding  of  the  law  in 
the  state  of  Maine,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  a 
very  low  estimate  is  placed  on  the  value  of  human 
life,  and  the  preservation  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment. And  in  regard  to  the  crime  of  which  Phil- 
brook and  Kelleran  stand  charged,  we,  of  the  south, 
know  that  it  is  always  committed  secretly  and  un- 
der cover  of  the  night.  This  second  ground,  there- 
fore, upon  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased 
to  place  your  refusal  to  comply  with  my  demand,  is 
totally  untenable,  and  will  continue  so,  until  the 
whole  fabric  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  as  hereto- 
fore known  and  understood  in  the  United  States, 
shall  have  been  demolished  and  a new  order  of 
thing  establish. 

But  I am  at  a loss  to  conjecture  by  what  authori- 
ty your  excellency  assumes  the  right  of  judging  the 
sufficiency  of  the  affidavit;  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  crime;  or  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  persons 
charged.  These  are  the  province  of  a court  and 
jury  of  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  the  state  of 
Georgia.  The  act  of  congress,  2d  vol.  laws  U.  S. 
page  165,  declares,  “that  whenever  the  executive 
authority  of  any  state  in  the  union,  &c.,  shall  de- 
mand any  person  as  a fugitive  from  justice,  of  the 
executive  authority  of  any  such  state  or  territory  to 
which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  and  shall  more- 
over produce  the  copy  of  an  indictment  found,  or  an 
affidavit  made  before  a magistrate  of  any  state  or 
territory  as  aforesaid,  charging  the  person  so  de- 
manded with  having  committed  treason,  felony,  or 
other  crime,  certified  as  authentic  by  the  governor 
or  chief  magistrate  of  the  state  or  territory  from 
whence  the  person  so  charged,  fled,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  or  ter- 
ritory to  which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  to  cause 
him  or  her  to  be  arrested,  &c.  &c.  The  only  ques- 
tion, then,  which  your  excellency  is  competent, 
under  this  statute,  to  decide,  is  this — has  the  gov- 
ernor of  Georgia  transmitted  the  copy  of  an  affidavit 
charging  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran 
with  “treason,  felony,  or  other  crime.”  That  he  has, 
your  excellency  admits;  but  you  contend  that  as 
“felony  is  a generic  term,  embracing  many  descrip- 
tions of  crime,”  the  deponent  should  have  stated 


72 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  30,  1837— PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  IN  SPECIE. 


“the  act  committed,”  from  which  you  could  have 
drawn  a conclusion  more  satisi'actory  to  yourself 
than  the  deponent’s  opinion  that  such  an  act  (what- 
ever it  might  be)  constituted  a felony.  I forbear 
to  answer  this  portion  of  your  letter  in  the  spirit 
my  feelings  would  dictate.  But  really,  sir,  I can- 
not avoid  expressing  my  utter  astonishment  at  the 
assumption  of  powers  iike  these;  and  I venture  to 
say,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  our  history  under 
the  constitution  and  the  law  I have  quoted,  no  such 
■pretension  has  been  heretofore  set  up.  Is  the  gov- 
ernor of  Maine  better  qualified  to  determine  what 
constitutes  felony  in  Georgia , than  the  governor 
and  the  judicial  authorities  of  Georgia?  And  have 
not  the  latter,  by  receiving  the  affidavit,  issuing  the 
warrant,  and  making  the  demand  of  your  excellen- 
cy, declared  that  the  crime  charged  is  a felony? 
But  suppose  the  act  not  to  be  a felony,  the  demand 
is  equally  legal,  and  you  are  equally  bound  to  com- 
ply; because  the  constitution  and  the  act  of  con- 
gress say  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  and  the  fact 
that  a demand  has  been  made  is  evidence  that  a 
crime  of  some  sort  has  been  committed  against  the 
laws  of  Georgia. 

But,  if  your  excellency  shall  still  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is  your  right  to  judge  whetherthe  act  com- 
plained of  be  a felony,  that  opinion  milt,  of  course, 
be  formed  on  the  laws  of  Georgia,  and  therefore,  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  following  section  of 
the  penal  code  of  this  state,  by  which  you  will  see 
that  all  crimes  inducing  penitentiary  punishment 
come  under  the  definition  of  the  term  felony;  and 
that  the  stealing  of  a slave  subjects  the  olfender  to 
such  punishment.  The  13th  section  of  the  first 
division  ot  the  penal  code  of  this  state,  is  in  these 
words:  Section  13th.  “The  term  felony  when  used 
in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  to  mean  an  offence, 
for  which  the  olfender,  on  conviction,  shall  be  liable 
by  law  to  be  punished  with  death,  or  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary,  and  not  otherwise.”  And  the 
20th  section  of  the  6th  division  is  as  follows:  Sec- 
tion 20th.  “The  stealing  of  a slave  is  simple  larceny, 
and  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  labor  in 
the  penitentiary  for  any  term  not  less  than  four 
years,  nor  longer  than  ten  years.” 

Having  shown,  as  I think,  that  your  excellency 
has  misconceived  the  whole  matter,  and  denied  to 
Georgia  a right  guarenteed  to  her  by  the  constitution 
and  the  law,  I proceed  to  view’  the  subject  as  a po- 
litical and  international  question.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States  wras  the  result  of  a compromise 
between  states,  having  different,  and  in  some  re- 
spects, antagonist  interests  arid  vievvs.  Subjects 
constituting  property  in  one  state  ceased  to  be  of 
that  character  when  removed  to  other  sections  of  the 
confederacy— and  acts  which  constituted  crimes  in 
one  state  were  not  considered  criminal  in  others. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  no  union,  under  a federal 
government,  could  be  formed  until  all  the  states 
agreed  that  the  laws  of  each  should  be  respected, 
and  that  persons  charged  with  offences  against  the 
laws  of  one  state,  escaping  into  another,  should.be 
delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  offended  state, 
without  inquiring  into  the  justice  or  propriety  of  the 
laws  said  to  be  violated.  And  in  pursuance  of  this 
compromise,  the  following  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  constitution:  “A  person  charged  in  any  state 

with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime , who  shall  flee 
from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall, 
on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state 
from  which  he  fled,  he  delivered  up  to  be  removed 
to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime.”  This 
is  a part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  union,  and  is 
equally  obligatory  on  every  part.  But,  what  sanc- 
tion has  it?  Can  the  chief  magistrate  of  a state  who 
thinks  proper  to  refuse  obedience  to  it,  be  forced  to 
a compliance,  or  be  punished  for  contumacy?  No; 
and  why  not?  Because  he  is  the  executive  officer 
of  a state,  and  acts  in  his  official  capacity  as  the  re- 
presentative of  her  reserved  sovereignty.  The  act 
is  not  an  individual,  but  an  official  one.  Is  there 
then  no  remedy  for  the  injured  state?  None,  except 
such  as  remains  to  independent  states,  when  treaty 
stipulations  are  violated — the  ultima  ratio — war— 
and  this  would  produce  a disrupture  of  the  union, 
and  of  our  happy  form  of  government.  Will  the 
state  of  Maine  under  such  circumstances  and  in  vio- 
lation of  her  duty  to  a sister  state,  persist  in  refusing 
to  obey  the  constitution  and  laws  of  (he  United 
States?  I hope  not — and  am  persuaded  that  on  a 
review  of  this  subject,  your  excellency  will  become 
satisfied  that  Georgia  has  been  denied  a constitution- 
al right,  without  trie  enactment  of  which  she  would 
never  have  become  a member  of  the  Union,  and 
without  the  enforcement  of  which,  she  cannot  main- 
tain  her  just  rights  and  liberties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ex- 
cellency’s obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SCHLEY. 

His  excellency  Robert  P.  Dunlap,  governor  of  Maine, 
Augusta,  Maine. 
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LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 
Transmitting  the  information  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  11  th  inst. 

in  relation  to  the  offer  to  pay  members  of  congress 

in  specie,  Hyc. 

Treasury  department,  September  14,  1S37. 

Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  following  resolution,  passed  the  11th  instant: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
port to  this  house  whether  a letter,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  him  to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  offering 
payment  in  specie  to  members  of  congress,  is  au- 
thentic; if  so.  to  what  other  claimants  on  the  trea- 
sury a similar  offer  has  been  made,  and  what  prin- 
ciple of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been  adopted  in 
the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public  creditors. 
Also, 

“That  he  report,  so  far  as  now  ascertained,  the 
amount  of  specie  received  by  the  government  since 
the  first  day  of  May  last;  the  sources  from  whence 
derived,  and  the  amount  from  each;  the  regulations 
under  which  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  has  been 
disbursed;  the  persons  to  whom  paid,  and  the  sums 
paid  to  each;  the  amount  now  on  hand,  and  where 
deposited:  also,  whether,  since  the  date  above,  the 
public  dues,  or  any  portion  thereof,  have  been  re- 
ceived in  protested  drafts,  or  any  funds  other  than 
those  prescribed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th 
of  April,  1816.” 

The  first  inquiry  is,  “whether  a letter  purporting 
to  be  addressed  by  him  to  the  clerk  of.  the  house, 
offering  payment  in  specie  to  members  of  congress, 
is  authentic.”  The  undersigned  did  address  a let- 
ter to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  a 
copy  of  which  is  annexed,  (A  1 ),  and,  on  the  same 
day,  another  letter  of  like  import  to  the  secretary  of 
the  senate.  Neither  of  these  was  published  by  this 
department,  but  being  on  the  subject  referred  to, 
though  no  date  is  given  in  the  resolution,  it  is 
presumed  the  first  one  is  that  the  authenticity  of 
which  the  undersigned  is  requested  officially  to 
verify.  The  next  inquiry  is,  “to  what  other  claim- 
ants on  the  treasury  a similar  offer  has  been  made, 
and  what  principle  of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public 
creditors.”  In  reply  to  this  he  would  state  gener- 
ally, that  a similar  offer  to  fulfil  the  law,  by  paying 
demands  on  the  treasury  in  specie,  when  prefer- 
red to  bank  paper,  has  been  made  to  many  claimants; 
and  though  not  able  to  extend  it  to  all  immediately, 
yet  specie  being  by  law  promised  to  all  who  re- 
quire, the  department  has  frequently  given  assur- 
ances that  it  should  be  paid  to  all  as  soon  as  a suffi- 
ciency could  be  obtained.  The  offer  of  it  has, 
therefore,  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  corres- 
ponding with  the  increase  of  our  resoures  in  specie, 
so  as  to  embrace  as  great  a number  of  public  credi- 
tors as  the  immediate  and  available  amount  of  such 
resources  in  the  treasury  would  justify.  But  when, 
by  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of 
the  banks  in  May  last,  and  by  the  indulgences 
granted  to  the  merchants  in  postponing  the  payment 
of  their  bonds  for  duties,  sufficient  specie  could  not 
be  obtained  to  pay  all  the  public  claims  till  con- 
gress should  furnish  aid  by  some  new  legal  provi- 
sion, it  became  indispensable  to  perform  the  disa- 
greeable task  of  makingsome  discrimnation  in  pay- 
ing out  what  specie  the  treasury  had;  otherwise  the 
department  w’ould  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
a course  still  more  objectionable — a general  and  ab- 
solute refusal  to  pay  the  specie  on  hand,  or  which 
might  be  collected,  to  any  public  creditor  whatever. 
As  the  acts  of  congress  seemed  imperatively  to  re- 
quire that  specie  or  its  equivalent  should  be  alone 
paid  whenever  desired,  if  it  could  be  procured,  such 
a refusal  would  have  involved  the  department  in 
the  guilt  or  folly  of  paying  nothing  in  conformity  to 
law,  because  it  was  not  able  in  that  manner  to  pay 
every  thing.  It  would  have  violated  the  plain  and 
imperative  directions  of  congress  in  all  cases,  and 
where  no  necessity  existed  to  do  it,  and  no  inability 
to  obey  them  could  be  pretended,  because  that  ne- 
cessity and  inability  happened  to  exist  in  some 
cases  and  only  to  a limited  extent;  consequently,  an 
obligation  to  pay  the  specie,  so  far  as  the  depart- 
ment was  able,  seemed  no  less  reasonable  than  le- 
gal. But  as  no  act  of  the  legislature  pointed  out 
the  kind  of  discrimination  to  be  adopted  in  such  an 
emergency,  it  became  indispensable  for  the  depart- 
ment to  exercise  a sound  discretion  on  the  whole 
subject,  regulating  it  - by  the  circumstances  of  the 
various  cases  and  the  straitened  extent  of  its  means. 
This  was  done  by  making  the  offer  of  full  or  part 
payment  when  it  appeared  to  be  required  by  the 
peculiar  character  of  some  of  the  claims,  the  usages 
of  the  department,  or  the  necessities  of  certain 
branches  of  the  public  service.  The  local  position 
of  much  of  the  spqcie  in  the  treasury,  in  respect  to 
the  residence  of  many  of  the  creditors,  furnished  in 


some  cases  another  guide.  But,  in  adopting  an  un- 
avoidable discrimination,  the  endeavor  has  been  to 
make  it  as  little  invidious  as  possible,  and,  in  no 
cases  is  it  believed,  whatever  importunities  may  have 
been  used,  have  any  such  payments  been  made  out  of 
the  treasury  to  officers  of  the  government  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  public  creditors,  similarly  situated,  ex- 
cept it  be  in  afew  instances,  to  defray  the  mere  tra- 
velling expenses  of  army  officers.  The  particular 
classes  of  claimants  who  have  received  such  offers 
and  such  payments,  when  desired,  and  the  particu- 
lar principles  of  discrimination  in  each  of  them, 
will  be  exhibited  more  fully  in  the  following  state- 
ments. 

But,  in  order  to  understand  the  grounds  of  that  ‘ 
discrimination,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  house 
should  first  be  apprised  of  the  general  situation  and 
amount  of  the  specie  which  the  department  has  for- 
tunately been  able  to  command,  and  which  is  re- 
quired to  be  reported  by  the  last  branch  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

On  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  in  May  last,  the  treasurer  had  in  the  mint  a 
deposite  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  metal  for 
coining,  equal  to  about  a million  of  dollars.  But 
most  of  it  then  was,  and  still  is,  in  use  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  other  operations  of  the  establishment, 
so  as  to  leave  only  a part  of  the  whole,  amounting 
perhaps  to  one-fourth,  subject  to  be  drawn  out  and 
employed  for  other  objects,  without  obstructing  or 
defeating  the  original  design  of  congress  and 
the  executive  in  having  it  placed  there. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  in  specie  since  May 
has  not,  in  consequence  of  indulgences  granted  to 
the  mercantile  interest,  been  sufficient  to  defray' 
even  the  expenses  of  collecting  it,  and  of  demands 
by  the  merchants  on  their  debentures;  but  it  is  sup- 
posed to  equal  about  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  portion  of  it  which  has  been  subject  to 
draft,  being  about  one-fifth,  is  stated  with  all  the 
particularity  and  accuracy  now  attainable,  in  the 
table  annexed.  The  former  deposite  banks  which 
continued  to  pay  specie  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Allegany  mountains,  held  public  money  equalling 
in  all  about  §,'300,000.  In  and  near  the  Atlantic, 
there  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  for  patents,  for 
some  of  the  interest  on  stocks  owned  by  the  Indians, 
for  repayments,  and  some  miscellaneous  items, 
with  what  the  discontinued  deposite  banks  were 
induced  from  time  to  time  to  transfer  to  the  treasu- 
rer, about  the  sum  of  §200,000.  Of  this,  the  inter- 
est on  Indian  stocks,  not  yet  carried  into  the  trea- 
surer’s books,  is  near  §46,000.  The  advances  or 
payments  made  by  the  banks  on  drafts  to  individuals, 
have  been  considerable;  but,  as  hereafter  explained, 
the  amount  is  entirely  conjectural,  and  cannot  be 
ascertained  without  much  delay.  The  transfers  to 
the  treasurer  constituted  about  §130,000  of  the 
above  aggregate. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Alleganies,  the  collec- 
tions amounted  to  near  half  a million,  which  were 
in  hand  in  specie  in  the  land  offices  when  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  there 
took  place.  Notice  was  previously  despatched  to 
them  by  this  department  not  to  deposite  more  in 
banks,  until  receiving  further  orders,  if  a suspension 
took  place.  Other  collections,  to-a  considerable 
amount  continued  to  be  made  during  the  residue 
of  May,  and  since,  probably  equalling  one  million 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more.  The  fiscal 
means  of  paying  in  specie  in  that  region,  and  es- 
pecially the  west,  wer  e of  course  much  more  ample 
than  elsewhere.  The  banks  in  that  quarter  have 
also  frequently  paid  out  small  sums  in  specie  since 
May,  on  treasury  drafts,  the  amount  of  which  can- 
not be  now  ascertained,  besides  in  several  instances, 
as  before  detailed,  making  transfers  of  it  to  the 
treasurer,  to  aid  the  public  operations  on  the  sea- 
board. Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  all  the 
United  States,  the  department  has  probably,  since 
the  middle  of  May,  paid  out  quite  as  much  specie 
for  meeting  ordinary  expenditures  as  has  been  de- 
manded for  that  purpose  during  many  periods  of 
similar  length  before  the  banks  suspended  specie 
payment.  By  condensing  these  views,  and  using 
more  particularity,  it  appears,  and  is  stated  in  reply 
to  several  inquiries  in  the  last  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion, that,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
which  is  the  date  nearest  to  the  first  of  May  from 
which  we  have  special  returns  of  specie,  the  whole 
amount  of  it  on  band  applicable  to  general  purposes 
has  been  over  §3,000,000.  The  amount  for  all  pur- 
poses has  exceeded  §4,000,000,  including  that  in  the 
mint  and  the  custom-houses.  The  sources  from 
which  derived,  and  the  amount  from  each,  with  “the 
persons  to  whom  paid,  and  the  sums  paid  to  each,” 
are  also  detailed,  so  far  as  now  asceitained  on  the 
treasurer’s  books,  and  in  conformity  to  the  resolution, 
in  A 2,  B,  and  C.  So  far  as  otherwise  known,  the 
residue  of  the  receipts  not  appearing  on  his  books,  is 
given  in  the  above  statements,  and  the  residue  of  the 
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payments  is  given  in  the  following  details.  A part  of 
the  latter  are  included  in  the  payments  made  by  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  since  the  suspension  by 
the  banks,  and  not  on  drafts  of  the  treasurer;  and 
which  payments  altogether  amounted,  as  ascertain- 
ed and  estimated,  to  about  $1,500,000.  Of  this  sum 
about  $950,000  have  been  paid  for  debentures  and 
$550,000  for  other  purposes,  chiefly  connected  with 
the  customs. 

The  portion  of  this  amount  which  has  been  paid 
in  specie,  cannot,  however,  be  ascertained  from  the 
returns  received  at  the  department,  with  much  ac- 
curacy, but  it  is  estimated  at  half  a million.  It  is 
only  the  balance  after  these  payments,  and  after 
what  is  necessary  to  be  kept  on  hand  for  similar 
ones,  which  is  reported  to  the  treasurer  as  subject 
to  draft  for  general  purposes. 

Similar  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  payments, 
noton  drafts  of  the  treasurer,  but  which  by  law  are 
required  to  be  first  made  at  the  land  offices,  ot  the 
current  expenses  of  collection,  and  which  pro- 
bably have  equalled,  since  the  middle  of  May, 
$70,000. 

From  all  the  data  in  possession  of  the  department, 
it  is  computed  that  “the  amount  now  on  hand,” 
subject  to  the  draft  of  the  treasurer,  is  about 
$2,100,000;  and  all  of  it,  except  half  a million  of 
of  what  is  in  the  mint,  may  be  considered  as  availa- 
for  public  purposes. 

The  places  “where”  it  is  “deposited”  appear  in 
the  same  documents,  and  in  statement  D,  with  table 
R annexed  to  the  report  on  finances,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session.  The  classes  of 
persons  to  whom  it  was  paid,  and  “the  regulations 
under  which  the  same”  or  any  part  thereof  has 
been  “disbursed,”  will  now  be  stated,  in  connexion 
with  the  ground  or  “principle  of  discrimination” 
which  has  been  adopted,  and  which,  by  the  resolu- 
tion, is  also  requested  to  be  stated. 

].  The  department  at  first  offered  to  pay,  and  did 
cause  to  be  paid,  when  desired,  in  specie,  the  de- 
bentures of  the  merchants.  It  afterwards  defrayed 
in  the  same  way,  some  of  the  expenses  pertaining 
to  the  custom-houses.  It  did  this,  because,  as  be- 
fore stated,  those  claims  could  by  law  only  be  de- 
frayed from  the  accruing  revenue,  before  it  was 
carried  into  the  treasury,  and  not  by  drafts  from  the 
treasury,  itself;  and  that  revenue  was  continued  to 
be  required  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  It  has  per- 
severed in  discharging  those  claims  in  that  manner 
till  not  only  all  the  specie  then  on  hand  and  since 
collected  for  duties  was  in  several  places  exhausted, 
but  it  has  caused  considerable  portions  of  money, 
before  collected  for  duties,  to  be  refunded  to  the 
collectors,  and  in  specie,  if  necessary,  in  order,  as 
far  as  possible,  with  promptitude  and  in  a satisfacto- 
ry manner,  to  discharge  the  public  engagements  as 
to  debentures  and  other  current  expenses  connected 
with  the  collection  of  duties. 

2.  The  salaries  of  all  the  land  officers,  and  the 
expenses  of  collecting  the  proceeds  of  the  sales, 
have  next  been  paid  in  specie,  on  the  same  princi- 
ple; as  they  could  legally  be  discharged,  not  in 
drafts  and  out  of  the  treasury,  but  only  from  the  ac- 
cruing receipts,  and  the  department  continued  to 
require  that  those  receipts  should  be  in  specie. 

3.  The  moneys  refunded  from  the  sales  of  land 
which  proved  to  be  defective  in  title,  or  erroneous, 
were  also  paid  back  to  the  purchasers  in  specie, 
not  only  because  so  received,  but  because  it  had 
been  customary  before  to  give  drafts  for  the 
amounts  on  land  offices  rather  than  on  banks. 

4.  The  fees  received  for  patents  and  refunded 
since  Ma}r  have  also,  when  desired,  been  paid 
back  in  specie,  on  a similar  ground  of  discrimina- 
tion. 

5.  The  next  distinct  and  very  large  class  of 
claimants  who  have  been  so  paid,  is  the  Indians  and 
those  connected  with  their  allairs.  A portion  of 
their  annuities  and  supplies,  as  well  as  a part  of  the 
expense  of  their  removal,  had  in  former  years  been 
paid  in  specie,  and  it  was  deemed  just  as  well  as 
prudent  to  continue  in  this  practice.  Nor  was  it 
inconvenient — the  amount  of  specie  in  the  land 
offices  being  so  large,  and  many  of  them  so  well 
situated  for  facilitating  the  object. 

6.  A considerable  part  of  the  payment  for  cer- 
tain state  stocks  bought  by  the  war  department,  for 
the  investment  of  Indian  funds,  has,  on  a similar 
principle,  and  to  fulfil  scrupulously  the  spirit  of  the 
trust  confided  to  the  government,  been  thus  paid. 
It  seemed  proper  also,  under  the  further  considera- 
tion of  being  required  by  the  nature  of  the  contract 
for  purchasing  them. 

7.  This  department  has  also  offered  to  pay,  and 
has  paid  out,  when  requested,  specie  for  all  claims 
on  the  Chickasaw  funds  itnder  its  peculiar  charge, 
and  has  done  it  on  the  ground  that  only  specie  has 
been  received  in  their  behalf  for  interest  on  the  state 
stocks  purchased  for  them,  and  for  the  sales  of  their 
lands. 


8.  Another  class  of  payments  has  been  made 
with  a view’  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  ef- 
ficient operations  of  the  state,  war,  and  navy  de- 
partments, under  the  great  embarrassments  incident 
to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
Hence,  bills  of  exchange  have  been  purchased  here 
with  specie,  and  the  bills  seasonably  remitted  tu 
our  agents  -abroad,  where,  of  course,  bank  notes 
could  not  be  used,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  state  department.  On  the  same 
principles,  the  pursers  of  the  navy,  in  vessels 
about  to  sail  to  foreign  stations,  have,  as  was  be- 
fore usual  and  indispensable,  without  great  delay 
and  embarrassment  to  the  public  service,  been 
supplied  with  sufficient  specie  to  defray  necessary 
expenses  when  touching  at  intermediate  ports. 
The  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  them  abroad  for 
cash  and  provisions  furnished  there,  have  also,  on 

the  Same,  principle,  ~Yyljr;il  reepieoted,  been  promptly* 

paid  here  in  specie.  On  a like  principle,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  serious  losses,  and  discredit  to  the 
government,  the  bills  drawn  by  pursers  on  the  navy 
agents  abroad,  the  advances  made  by  those  agents 
there,  and  the  contracts  to  furnish  them  money 
here,  have  all,  when  demanded,  been  met  in  this 
country  with  specie.  It  will  be  the  endeavor  of 
the  department  that  they  shall  be  so  met  in  future, 
while  suitable  funds  remain  at  its  disposal. 

9.  In  the  domestic  operations  of  the  war  and 
navy  departments,  as  well  as  in  carrying  on  the 
public  works  not  connected  with  them,  specie  has 
likewise  been  occasionally  furnished  to  pursers, 
paymasters  and  other  agents,  to  enable  them  to 
make  change  and  pay  small  sums  in  their  week- 
13’  settlements.  These  have  embraced  those  per- 
sons in  public  employment,  whether  seamen,  sol- 
diers, laborers  or  others,  at  the  yards,  forts  and 
other  places  in  which  national  works  were  in  pro- 
gress. In  several  cases,  the  former  deposite  banks 
have  also  voluntarily  provided  a sufficiency  for 
these  purposes.  By  this  discrimination  much  in- 
convenience and  dissatisfaction  under  the  pecunia- 
ry embarrassment  of  the  times  have  been  obviated. 
Considerable  sums  have  also  been  drawn  for  on 
specie-paying  banks,  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

10.  This  department  has  likewise  offered  to  pay 
reasonable  amounts  in  specie,  when  requested,  to- 
wards the  large  sums  due  pensioners,  in  order,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  accommodate  so  meritorious  a 
class  of  claimants.  In  several  instances,  it  has 
given  drafts  for  that  purpose,  and  has  proposed  to 
give  more.  Some  specie  has  been  furnished  by  the 
tormer  fiscal  batik  agents  for  the  same  object. 

11.  It  has  also,  when  desired,  furnished  specie 
to  the  war  department  to  defray  travelling  expen- 
ses of  officers,  the  great  inconveniences  and  losses 
in  using  paper  for  that  object  being,  in  the  present 
posture  of  affairs,  very  obvious  and  peculiarly 
troublesome.  It  has  proposed  to  do  this  in  all  such 
cases  hereafter,  when  desired,  and  in  its  power. 

12.  On  like  principles  this  department  subse- 
quently made  the  offer  as  to  the  payment  in  specie 
of  the  expenses  of  members  of  congress  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  if  preferred  by  any’  of  them  to  bank 
notes,  or  to  drafts.  The  session  being  special,  and 
supposed  likely  to  be  very  short,  the  expenses 
would  chiefly  consist  of  what  was  due  for  travel, 
and  it  was  deemed  suitable  to  offer,  while  able,  a 
convenient  currency  for  that  object,  to  such  as 
might  desire  it.  Other  means  of  payment  were  at 
the  same  time  proposed  for  any  who  might  not 
deem  it  proper,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  case  and  of  the  treasury,  to  demand  or  accept 
gold  and  silver,  either  in  full  or  in  part. 

13.  As  the  specie  at  command  increased  by  fur- 
ther returns  from  the  land  offices  in  June  and  July, 
and  by  considerable  transfers  to  the  treasurer  at  the 
seat  of  government  by  some  of  the  former  deposite 
banks,  (there  being  no  general  agent  on  or  near  the 
seaboard  except  himself  competent  by  law  to  re- 
ceive them),  the  department  has  gradually  had 
greater  amounts  of  specie  in  this  city  as  well  as  in 
the  western  land  offices,  and  has  been  enabled, 
from  time  to  time,  to  extend  fully  or  in  part,  as  al- 
ready enumerated,  and  even  further,  its  offers  of 
payments  in  specie  to  numerous  claimants. 

14.  Where  judges  and  other  officers  of  courts  re- 
sided near  land  offices  in  which  there  was  an  ample 
supply  of  coin,  or  near  collectors,  and  a request 
was  made  for  drafts  on  them  rather  than  on  banks, 
they  have  often  been  given,  and  paid  in  specie. 
Large  portions  of  money  for  expenditures  for  labor 
on  the  national  road  in  two  of  the  western  states 
have  been  furnished  by  drafts  for  specie  on  the 
land  offices.  In  numerous  other  cases,  public 
creditors,  living  near  such  offices,  have  indiscrimi- 
nately, when  desired,  been  paid  in  specie  by  drafts 
on  them.  In  several  instances,  where  the  money 
had  accumulated  in  particular  offices,  and  claim- 
ants, though  living  at  a distance,  chose  to  take 


drafts  on  them,  instead  of  banks,  they  have  been 
offered  such  drafts,  and  been  paid  in  specie.  But, 
usually,  when  claimants  resided  at  a distance,  the 
treasury  drafts  on  banks  have  been  so  near  the 
value  of  specie  that  they  have  been  accepted  rather 
than  others  on  land  offices  more  remote.  In  some 
cases,  drafts  on  banks  in  large  commercial  cities 
have  been  preferred  even  to  drafts  on  land  offices 
situated  near  the  claimants.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  discrimination  in  these  last  cases  has  general- 
ly arisen  from  local  convenience  to  the  parties  and 
the  local  origin  of  the  claim,  or  the  abundance  of 
specie  beyond  the  local  wants  of  a few  particular 
points,  rather  than  from  any  distinction  growing 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  claim  itself. 

15.  The  next  claimants  w'ho  have  been  offered 
payments  in  specie,  and  have  received  it,  are  the 
holders  of  the  debt  existing  against  the  cities  in  the 
1> I o 1 1 i C Ul‘  Culuii-ibitt. 

That  debt  was  assumed  by  the  United  States  in 
trust,  and  on  a conditional  assignment  of  certain 
stock,  and  the  interest  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
an  act  of  congress.  As  the  interest  due  to  the 
United  States  on  the  stocks  which  were  held  against 
others  has  been  required  to  be  paid,  and  has,  in 
most  cases  since  May  last,  been  actually  paid  in 
specie,  it  was  deemed  just  to  make  the  rule  reci- 
procal, and  pay  this  interest  in  specie  so  far  and  so 
long  as  able  to  do  it. 

It  was  supposed,  also,  that  the  public  faith  would 
suffer  more  by  a neglect  or  inability  to  fulfil  scru- 
pulously a trust  like  this,  than  to  meet  the  whole  of 
any  ordinary  appropriation  immediately  in  specie,  if 
demanded,  during  a period  of  such  embarrassment. 

16.  The  only  remaining  class  of  claimants  to  whom 
specie  is  now  remembered  to  have  been  ottered  to 
be  paid  immediately,  is  the  holders  of  the  scrip  for 
the  fifth  instalment  of  the  French  indemnity.  A 
considerable  portion  of  that  had  not  been  adjusted 
when  the  banks  suspended  specie  pa3’ments;  but  it 
having  been  brought  home  in  specie,  and  part  of  it 
being  in  the  mint,  it  was  requested  to  be  paid  in 
specie,  and  was  so  adjusted  by  the  agent  with  those 
demanding  it. 

These  various  classes  do  not  include  two  or  three 
transfer  orders  to  states,  which  were  drawn  on 
banks  situated  near  and  paying  specie.  This  was 
done  in  compliance  with  notices  given  before  May 
last,  and  the  department  has  not  been  informed 
whether  in  these  cases  specie  was  cither  demanded 
or  paid.  In  some  cases,  however,  of  such  trans- 
fers, drawn  on  other  banks,  specie  has  been  de- 
manded by  the  holders  of  them,  and,  though  occa- 
sionally refused,  has  sometimes  been  paid,  rather 
than  submit  to  a protest  a.od  complaint  to  this 
departmeut.  The  other  banks  are  also  known  to 
have  paid  specie  in  many  cases,  either  in  full  or 
in  part,  on  common  drafts;  but  as  the  amounts  so 
paid  are  not  regularly  returned  here,  the  aggregate 
of  them  is  entirely  conjectural. 

The  drafts  given  here  are  also  often  in  favor  of 
agents,  pursers,  paymasters,  &c.  in  large  amounts; 
and  though  their  names  and  the  gross  sums  paid  to 
them  have  been  ascertained  and  stated,  yet  to  as- 
certain the  names  of  all  the  workmen,  seamen, 
soldiers,  and  officers,  as  well  as  pensioners,  Indian 
traders,  and  their  assignees,  who  have  been  the 
real  creditors,  and  in  the  end  received  the  specie, 
and  the  amounts  paid  to  each,  would  require  the 
opening  of  a correspondence  with  almost  every 
public  station  and  public  agency  in  the  United 
States.  So,  the  merchants  to  whom  debenture 
certificates  have  been  paid  in  specie,  as  well  as  the 
other  persons,  and  amounts  to  whom  it  has  been 
paid  out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  whether  from 
duties  or  lands,  and  whether  to  officers  in  the  cus- 
toms and  land  offices,  or  to  laborers  and  contractors 
under  them,  cannot,  though  now  ascertained  else- 
where, be  known  here  without  special  applications 
to  most  of  the  ports  and  land  offices  in  the  United 
States,  and  without  a delay  of  several  months. 

All  claimants  who  have  not  resided  near  land 
offices  and  had  offers  of  drafts  or.  them,  or  who, 
when  residing  at  a distance,  have  declined  to  take 
drafts  on  them  or  on  banks  not  paying  specie,  and 
thus  have  not  been  paid  in  full,  or  in  part,  under 
any  of  the  above  classes  of  cases,  must  be  consi- 
dered as  not  having  received  any  other  offer  of  im- 
mediate payment  in  specie.  But  they  have,  when 
inquiring,  been  informed  that  the  department  did 
not  request  them  to  accept  any  other  medium  of 
payment,  unless  more  satisfactory  than  to  wait  till 
sufficient  specie  could  be  collected,  or  be  provided 
by  congress  for  all  public  creditors  and  officers  de- 
manding it.  They  have  been  assured,  also,  that 
the  department  would  spare  no  proper  effort  to 
have  this  accomplished  at  the  earliest  day  practica- 
ble, and  in  the  mean  time,  (that  all  should  be  paid 
in  specie  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  without  endan- 
gering the  ability  to  continue  thus,)  to  discharge 
such  occasional  demands  of  an  imperative  charac- 
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ter  as  have  been  described  under  some  of  the  above 
classes. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  public  claimants  gene- 
rally to  state  that,  whether  creditors  or  officers,  the 
demands  actually  made  by  them  on  the  department 
for  specie  have  not,  in  most  cases,  been  character- 
ized by  any  wish  to  increase  the  existing  difficulties, 
and  have  not  much  exceeded  its  ability  to  discharge 
them,  increased  as  it  has  been  from  time  to  time  by 
Increased  receipts  in  specie. 

In  several  of  the  above  cases,  also,  the  offer  by 
the  department  to  pay  in  specie,  has  been  volunta- 
rily made,  or  without  any  previous  request.  This 
was  done  from  a conviction  that,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  offer  was  just;  but  leaving  to  the 
claimant  himself  the  propriety  and  the  election  to 
accept  it  or  not,  considering  the  nature  of  his  claim, 
the  place  at  which  the  specie  was  situated,  and  the 
other  modes  of  payment  proposed  instead  of  it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  allow  himself  to  appre- 
hend that,  in  thus  making  all  reasonable  efforts  in 
his  power  to  pay  specie  to  the  public  creditors  in- 
stead of  a depreciated  currency,  and,  where  not 
enough  specie  could  be  collected  for  the  whole  of 

them,  to  pay  it  to  as  many  as  practicable,  and  in  the 
manner  explained,  he  has  mistaken  the  requirements 
of  either  the  acts  of  congress  or  his  official  duty. 

The  last  part  of  the  call  on  this  department  re- 
lates to  another  subject,  and  is  “whether,  since  the 
date  above,  the  pubiic  dues,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
have  been  received  in  protested  drafts,  or  any  funds 
other  than  those  prescribed  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  30th  April,  1316.”  In  answer  to  this  the 
undersigned  would  state  that,  since  the  first  of  May, 
no  instructions  have  been  given  to  receive  for  pub- 
lic dues  any  kind  of  money  except  specie  or  the 
notes  of  banks  paying  specie.  But  on  the  15th  of 
that  month,  as  stated  in  the  report  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session,  a circular,  which  is  thereto 
annexed,  was  issued  to  collectors  and  receivers, 
requesting  them  to  redeem  or  take  up  in  behalf  of 
the  treasury, by  receiving  for  duties  and  lands,  such 
drafts  of  the  treasurer  on  the  banks  as  the  latter  did 
not  pay  satisfactorily  when  presented. 

This  was  done  to  prevent  delays  and  losses  to  the 
public  creditors,  which  would  have  resulted  from  a 
return  of  the  drafts,  when  not  paid,  and  the  issue 
of  nevtf  ones  on  another  bank,  or  on  a collector  or 
receiver,  as  in  former  times  has  often  been  done  by 
this  department.  It  saved,  also,  the  procrastination 
and  trouble  of  writing  a special  letter,  as  had  occa- 
sionally been  practised,  in  some  such  cases,  to 
another  bank,  or  to  a collector,  to  take  up  the  first 
draft  when  it  had  not  been  paid  in  behalf  of  the 
treasury  by  the  first  drawee.  The  usage  of  this 
department,  from  the  earliest  period,  sometimes  to 
draw  such  drafts  in  the  first  instance,  on  receivers 
and  collectors  as  well  as  on  banks,  may  be  seen  in 
a report  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
mode  of  doing  business  in  the  treasury  department, 
22d  May,  1794,  and  in  a report  from  this  depart- 
ment to  the  senate,  12th  January,  1835. 

This  appeared  to  settle  the  only  principle  involv- 
ed in  the  measure  under  consideration;  as  a general 
direction  to  take  up  certain  drafts  seemed  as  com- 
petent as  a special  direction  in  a draft  itself,  or  in  a 
letter  to  pay  any  particular  draft. 

Beside  the  obvious  propriety  and  good  faith  in 
causing  its  drafts  for  debts  to  be  paid  in  any  prompt 
way,  the  course  of  taking  them  for  duties  was  like- 
wise directed  as  early  as  1789.  It  was  supposed 

then,  as  well  as  now,  not  to  be  a question  of  cur- 
rency, or  relating  to  the  kind  of  money  receivable 
for  public  dues;  but  a question  of  paying  or  satis- 
fying our  own  debts  in  the  most  punctual,  conve- 
nient, and  faithful  manner  which  was  practicable 
under  numerous  existing  difficulties.  On  the  same 
principle  debenture  certificates  were  directed  to  be 
redeemed  in  the  same  way.  When  the  undersigned, 
in  the  emergencies  of  the  last  spring,  reflected  that 
the  usage  had  been  to  adopt  the  course  of  directing 
its  protested  or  unpaid  drafts  .to  be  taken  up  by  the 
collectors  or  other  agents,  in  such  individual  cases 
as  had  occasionally  occurred  in  ordinary  times,  he 
could  see  no  objection;  but  rather,  in  such  a crisis, 
when  such  cases  were  likely  to  occur  often,  a great 
propriety  in  requiring  them,  by  a general  rule,  to 
be  redeemed  in  all  similar  instances.  When  he  had 
caused  drafts  to  be  given  to  public  creditors,  paya- 
ble on  demand,  and  in  gold  and  silver,  he  considered 
the  treasury  bound  in  law  and  common  honesty  to 
treat  them  as  equivalent  to  gold  ar.d  silver.  When 
the  fiscal  agent  on  which  they  were  drawn  refused 
thus  to  pay  them,  if  specie  was  demanded,  at  the 
place  where  payable,  it  was  remembered  that,  in 
the  common  transactions  of  life,  as  well  as  in  the 
practice  of  the  department,  the  act  was  deemed 
commendable,  as  well  as  legal,  for  other  agents, 
though  without  special  instructions,  to  step  for- 
ward and  pay  such  drafts  promptly,  for  the  honor, 
credit,  and  benefit  of  the  drawer,  which  in  this  case 


was  the  treasury.  Hence  it  seemed,  in  times  like 
the  present,  peculiarly  proper  to  request  others  to 
do  it  by  general  instructions. 

It  was  furthermore  considered  that,  if  any  debtor 
should  decline  to  take  up,  by  receiving  in  payment, 
a draft  or  bill  of  his  own,  given  for  a debt  and  pay- 
able on  demand  in  specie,  and  which  the  agent  on 
whom  it  was  drawn  had  refused  to  pay,  the  conduct 
of  such  a debtor  would,  in  most  cases,  be  regarded 
as  not  a little  reprehensible. 

Underthese  circumstances,  the  undersigned  would 
have  felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  confided 
to  his  charge,  if,  in  the  great  peril  to  public  credit, 
and  the  heavy  losses  threatened  to  the  public  cre- 
ditors, under  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
most  of  the  treasury  depositories,  he  had  not  exert- 
ed his  best  efforts,  and  made  the  most  diligent  re- 
searches, to  discover  and  devise  legal  modes  of 
relief.  After  doing  that,  he  adopted  the  course 
above  explained — a course  w'hich  seemed  not  only 
justineu  oy  precedents  ana  souna  legal  principles, 
but  enabled  the  banks  holding  public  money  to 
discharge  their  engagements  to  the  United  States 
to  that  extent,  by  satisfactory  arrangements  with 
the  public  creditors;  and,  at  the  same  time,  was 
calculated  to  remove  any  dishonorable  stigma  from 
the  government,  by  protecting  its  obligations  as  far 
as  possible  from  discredit,  and  by  preventing  much 
delay  and  loss  to  the  claimants  on  the  treasury. 
The  amount  of  drafts  so  redeemed  or  paid  by  col- 
lectors and  receivers,  at  the  request  and  in  behalf 
of  the  treasury,  from  the  loth  of  May  to  the  11th 
instant,  according  to  the  returns  received  to  that 
date,  was  $1,237,288.  In  this  way,  the  public 
creditors  to  that  extent  have  been  so  tar  relieved  as 
to  realize  an  amount  sometimes  near  and  seldom 
much  below  the  par  of  specie,  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  They  have  obtained  this,  instead  of  being 
subjected  to  a total  loss  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent, 
on  every  dollar,  and  which,  in  one  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  banks  would  otherwise  have  gained  at 
their  expense. 

Some  of  the  banks,  at  the  same  time,  have  thus, 
with  great  usefulness  to  the  community,  been  in- 
duced to  make  more  vigorous  exertions  to  renew 
specie  payments  at  an  early  day,  finding  that  all 
their  obligations  could  not  be  discharged  in  a depre- 
ciated paper.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  lion.  J.  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

Treasury  department,  Aug.  16,  1837. 
Sir:  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  congress 
makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprize  you,  in  order  that 
the  information  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  and 
accommodation  of  "the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  that  this  department  will  be  pre- 
pared to  furnish  funds  for  their  payment  in  notes  of 
the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  to  give  drafts  upon 
several  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  receiv- 
ers of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite 
banks,  in  suitable  sums,  as  may  be  most  conveni- 
ent to  any  of  them. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
IV.  S.  Franklin , esq.  clerk  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  U.  S. 

According  to  statements  accompanying  the  above 
report,  the  amount  of  drafts  on  receivers  of  pub- 
lic money  paid  is  $173,540  55 

Ditto  on  same,  outstanding,  646,574  39 

Total  amount  of  drafts  on  receivers  of 

public  moneys,  $820,114  94 

Total  amount  drafts  on  receivers  of 
public  moneys,  $820,114  94 

Ditto  on  collectors,  57,950  71 


Total,  $878,065  65 


Drafts  for  debts  drawn  on  banks  which  continue  to  be 
depositories  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  others. 

People’s  bank,  of  Bangor,  Maine, 

Brooklyn  bank,  New  York, 

Planters’  bank.  Savannah,  Geo. 

Insurance  bank,  of  Columbus,  Geo. 

Louisville  Savings  Institution, 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  Phila. 

Bank  of  Metropolis  (special  deposite) 

Branch  bank  of  Indiana,  Lawrence- 
burg,  (special) 

Phoenix  bank,  New  York,  (special) 

State  transfer  drafts  of  deposites  upon 
the  abovenamed  banks,  since  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  to  the 
state  of  Maine,  on  People’s  bank, 

Bangor,  Maine, 


$8,000 

00 

47,775 

00 

262,627 

45 

5,035 

00 

16,759 

00 

163,465 

00 

77,850 

86 

116,991 

0b 

7,857 

00 

33,612 
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To  state  of  Georgia,  on  Planters’  bank. 

Savannah,  100,000  00 


$839,991  06 

Specie  received. 

Treasurer’s  office,  September  15,  1837. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  11th  instant, 
I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  amount  of  spe- 
cie received  by  the  government  apparently  since 
the  1st  day  of  May  last,  and  reported  to  me  by  the 
collectors  and  receivers  as  in  their  hands  subject  to 
my  drafts  from  1st  of  May  to  11th  of  September, 
1837,  is  as  follows: 

Reported  by  collectors  $92,422  16 

Reported  by  receivers  1,641,395  35 


1,733,817  51 

Upon  which  I have  issued  drafts,  as 
per  detailed  statement  herewith, 
marked  A,  amounting  to  878,065  65 

Leaving  this  balance  subject  to  future 
draft  855,751  86 

Of  which  there  remains  in 
the  hands  of  collectors  34,471  45 

Ditto  receivers  821,280  41 

855,751  86 

The  total  amount  to  my  credit  on  the  1st  of  May, 
in  the  banks  which  still  continue  to  be  deposito- 
ries, together  with  their  subsequent  receipts,  and 
including  special  deposites  in  banks  no  longer 
depositories,  is  $1,048,429  07 

Upon  which  I have  issued  drafts,  as  per 
statement  B,  exclusive  of  drafts  on 
the  mint  676,526  06 


$371,903  01 

The  special  deposite  in  the  Phoenix  bank,  New 
York,  was  for  interest  on  bonds  belonging  to  In- 
dian trust  funds  $7,875  00 

Ditto,  in  branch  bank  oflndiana,  Law’- 
renceburg,  wras  money  in  the  hands 
of  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne  from 
sales  of  lands  at  the  time  of  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  116,991  00 

The  special  deposite  in  the  bank  of 
Metropolis,  viz: 

Transferred  by  banks  which  have  sus- 
pended specie  payment  $130,000  00 
Transferred  from  the  mint  60,000  00 
On  account  of  receiver  at 
Lima,  Ohio,  19.988  85 

Repayment  by  R.  Ela  9,S47  00 

For  patent  fees,  chiefly  6,713  33 

226,549  18 


Total, 

$351,415 

18 

Balance  in  the  mint  on  the  1st  of  May 

1,000,000 

00 

Upon  which  I have  issued  drafts 

amounting  to 

223,465 

00 

Balance  subject  to  draft 

$776,535 

00 

Amount  of  discredited  drafts  on  banks 

taken  up  in  payment  of  duties 

1,237,113 

78 

Ditto  in  payment  of  lands 

175 

00 

$1,237,288  78 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  of  the  U.  S. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Statement  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and 
receivers  subject  to  draft  on  the  11  th  September, 
1837. 

Amount  in  hands  of  collectors,  $34,971  45 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  drafts 
on  collectors  who  have  made  no  re- 
turns to  this  office,  but  only  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  500  00 


Aggregate  of  statement  A,  $34,471  45 


Amount  in  hands  of  receivers,*  $930,764  39 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  drafts 
on  receivers  who  have  made  no  re- 
turns to  this  office,  but  only  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  109,483  98 


Aggregate  of  statement  B,  $821,280  41 

Treasury  department  United  Slates, 

Treasurer’s  office,  September  15,  1337. 


*Of  the  sum  of  $124,206  28  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  $96,401  25  has 
been  placed  by  the  receiver  on  special  deposite  in 
the  bank  of  Indiana,  at  Lawrenceburg. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

September  22.  Mr.  Walker  presented  a memo- 
rial from  citizens  ot  the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  fa- 
vor of  establishing  a national  bank,  which  Mr.  W. 
moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Hubbard  stated  Ins  objections  to  the  refer- 
ence; whereupon  the  memorial  was  laid  upon  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  petitions  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  following  named  towns  and  places,  re- 
monstrating against  the  annexation  to,  or  admission 
of  Texas  into  the  union,  signed  by  6,000  persons, 
viz:  from  Shrewsbury,  ISarnurdstown,  Dorchester, 
Salisbury,  Gill,  East  Medway,  North  Bridgewater, 
Dalton,  Brookfield,  Bucket,  Kingston,  : eerfield, 
Hopkinton,  Otis,  Hensdale,  Norlhampton,  Ox- 
bridge, Bianford,  Princeton,  Peru,  Wmchendon, 
Ashburnham,  Spencer,  West  Bradford,  Stonebam, 
llowe,  Byfield,  Leicester,  West  Boyleslon,  Boyles- 
ton,  Paxton,  Ashby,  Westford,  Worcester,  Royals- 
towii,  West  Springfield. 

Mr.  D.  observed  that  as  the  subject-matter  of 
these  remonstrances  was  not  before  congress,  he 
should  have  postponed  the  presentation  until  some 
question  arose  which  would  make  such  a step  ap- 
propriate, but  he  noticed  other  gentlemen  had  pre- 
sented like  memorials,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  and  thus,  being  in  possession  of  the  senate, 
could  be’called  up  at  any  time,  and  he  moved  that 
the  same  disposition  be  made  of  these. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  two  petitions  upon  the 
same  subject  from  East  Windsor  and  Suffield,  in 
Connecticut. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Talhnadge  addressed  the  senate  for  about 
two  hours  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  scheme. 
[The  speech  of  Mr.  T.  shall  have  a place  hereafter, 
but  the  following  sketch  comprises  the  principal 
points  of  his  arguments,  and  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able to  our  readers.] 

Mr.  T began  by  observing  that  this  measure  ap- 
peared to  him,  as  he  looked  .at  it,  to  be  fraught 
with  incalculable  evils  to  the  whole  community. 
It  was  not  a new  scheme;  it  had  been  brought  for- 
ward in  the  house  by  a member  of  the  opposition; 
it  was  then  denounced  by  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration as  being  disorganizing  and  revolutionary, 
and,  on  being  put  to  the  vote,  this  very  measure 
now  proposed  was  able  then  to  command  33  votes 
only.  What  had  occurred  since  then  to  make  the 
measure  different?  It  was  still  the  same  measure, 
though  taken  up  now  by  those  who  vehemently  de- 
nounced it  then. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  say  that,  when  the  United 
States  bank  was  put  down,  and  the.  state  banks 
adopted  as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  those 
who  had  conscientiously  opposed  the  former  bank 
did  not  contemplate  a general  warfare  so  soon  to 
be  assumed  against  all  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  country. 

After  strongly  deprecating  such  a complete  war- 
fare against  the  whole  credit  system  of  the  country, 
Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  argue,  that  if  the  former  bank 
had  deserved  the  measures  taken  against  it,  the 
whole  body  of  state  banks  had  not  merited  the  war 
being  now  declared  against  them.  Mr.  T.  contended 
that  the  state  bank  ileposite  system  had  not  failed, 
and  in  proof  and  evidence  hereof  he  confidently  refer- 
red to  the  positive  declarations  of  the  late  president, 
general  Jackson,  to  the  assurances  of  the  present 
incumbent,  and  to  the  reports  and  reiterated  declara- 
tions of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  To  those 
evidences  of  the  utility  and  benefits  of  employing 
banks  in  Connexion  with  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  T.  could  boldly  refer,  and  he  consid- 
ered them  as  good  authority  on  the  question. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  maintain  that  the  pre- 
sent crisis  was  only  an  exception  occurring  to  a gen- 
eral rule;  he  argued  that  if  the  government  itseli'had 
not  entered  into  measures  destructive  of  confidence, 
and  causing  runs  upon  the  banks,  then  the  present 
crisis  would  never  have  arrived.  Mr.  T.  stated 
also  that  this  crisis  had  further  been  produced  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  secretary  had  carried  the  de- 
posite  law  into  execution,  in  making  transfers  of 
specie  between  distant  places  in  such  a manner  as 
to  create  a disturbance  in  business  affairs,  and  lead 
to  a cripplingofthebanks.  All  these  circumstances, 
Mr.  T.  contended,  had  produced  the  destruction  of 
confidence;  this  destruction  of  confidence  flowed 
from  the  acts  of  government  itself,  arid  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  banksfcnor  errors  belonging  to  the  bank- 
ing system. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  at  great  length,  to  examine  the 
question  of  the  expediency  and  policy  of  adopting 
the  sub-treasury  system.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, he  observed,  in  substance  as  follows: 


1st.  This  system,  if  carried  into  elrect,  will  be 
the  cause  of  total  ruin  and  perdition  to  the  country. 

2d.  it  is  physically  impossible  to  be  carried  into 
execution  in  New  York. 

3d.  It  will  produce  a complete,  universal,  and 
far-spread  stagnation  ol  business. 

4th.  It  will  cause  the  workingmen  to  be  thrown 
out  of  employment  all  over  the  country,  making  the 
manufactories  and  every  branch  of  business  to 
come  to  a stand-still  for  want  of  money  to  carry 
them  on. 

5th.  It  will  render  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments impossible. 

6th.  It  will  render  money  ruinously  scarce. 

7th.  It  will  cause  property  of  all  kinds  to  fall  to 
a ruinous  degree  of  depreciation. 

8th.  It  will  throw  gold  and  silver  in  the  hands  of 
office  holders,  giving  them  10  or  12  per  cent,  more 
than  congress  has  allowed  them  for  their  salary, 
wdiile  it  will  leave  to  the  people  a uepreciawa  cui- 
rency. 

9tn.  The  public  funds  have  been  always  safe  in 
formerdepositories;  they  cannot  be  safer  in  the  hands 
of  individual  officers,  spread  over  the  country. 

10th.  The  banking  institutions  of  the  country 
will  be  obliged  to  wind  up  their  concerns. 

11th.  It  is  an  anti-republican  scheme,  dangerous 
to  liberty;  it  is  an  alliance,  not  a divorce — a mar- 
riage within  the  unlawful  degrees  of  powers  which 
are  too  near  in  kin,  and  ought  not  to  be  married. 

When  Mr.  T.  concluded, 

Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Rives  each 
made  some  further  remarks  on  incidental  points, 
and  in  explanation.  Alter  which, 

Mr.  Denton  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  until  4 
o’clock,  in  support  of  the  bill,  St c.  When  he  had 
concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

September  23.  The  chair  presented  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a memorial  from  numer- 
ous citizens  ot  the  town  of  Mobile,  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  tvvo  remonstrances  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union:  one  from  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  friends  in  Vermont,  and  the 
other  from  citizens  of  the  town  of  union,  in  that 
state.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  ot  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  The  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment ottered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  separate  the  go- 
vernment from  the  banks, 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and  in  a speech  of 
more  than  three  hours  in  length,  delivered  his 
view's  of  the  various  questions  involved  in  the  sub- 
ject before  the  senate.  [A  full  report  of  Mr. 
King’s  speech  shall  have  a place  in  its  order.] 

Mr.  K.  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Strange,  Niles, 
Tipton,  Calhoun,  and  Rives;  after. which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

September,  25.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a me- 
morial from  George  M.  Alsop  and  120  others, 
legal  voters  of  Philadelphia;  also,  a memorial  from 
Wesley  Havell,  John  Burtis,  and  others,  of  Phila- 
delphia city  and  county;  also,  from  Benjamin  J. 
Jannv,  William  Simpsons,  and  others,  of  Philadel- 
phia city  and  county;  also,  from  Jane  Shoemaicer, 
Sarah  Burtis  and  others,  of  Montgomery  county. 
Penn.,  ail  remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs.  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Swift  and  Webster,  relating  to  Texas  and 
a national  bank. 

Mr.  Niles  submitted  a joint  resolution  that  the 
two  houses  of  congress  do  ad  journ  on  Monday,  the 
9th  of  October,  next;  which  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Two  memorials  w'ere  presented  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  from  citizens  of  Wheeling  and  from  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a national  bank; 
the  latter  memorial  praying  that  the  Pennsylvania 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  adopted  as  the  nation- 
al bank. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  memorials  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  these  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  three  remonstrances  of 
the  same  character  from  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  the  senate  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  finance  on  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  in  favor  of  establishing  a national 
bank. 


Mr.  Hubbard,  laid  on  the  table  a resolution  or- 
dering that  the  senate  meet  after  to-day  at  10 
o’clock  A.  M. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  on  certain  olfictus  of  the 
general  government;  together  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
and  Mr.  Benton’s  amemunenments. 

Mr.  CLuy,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  more  than  three  hours  on  the  various  ques- 
tions presented  by  the  bill  and  amendments  under 
consideration.  [We  will  give  Mr.  Clay’s  speech 
at  length  hereafter.] 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  King’s  motion  to 
postpone  the  bill  until  December  next,  it  was 
taken,  without  further  debate,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia, 
xsuigni,  rviciveuri,  lvicrnnas,  riemiss,  icouinns. 
Buggies,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White  Williams — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright,  Young — 27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  action  on  the  sub- 
treasury bill  was  informally  suspended  till  to-mor- 
row, by  unanimous  consent,  ami  the  tvvo  following 
bills  were  successively  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  fora  third  reading,  ' iz: 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire  in  New  York;  and 

The  bill  making  further  provision  lor  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  for  1837. 

Mr.  Wright  further  stated  that  though  he  was 
anxious  for  the  bill  authorizing  the  deposite  of  mer- 
chandise in  public  stores  to  he  acted  on  without 
delay,  yet,  as  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  had  expressed  a wish  for  its  further 
postponement,  unless  the  senate  wished  otherwise, 
he  should  pass  it  by  at  present  and  call  it  up  in  a 
lew'  days. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  went 
into  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
afterwards  adjourned. 

September  26.  Mr.  Allen  presented  a remonstrance 
from  241  ladies  of  the  county  of  Lorraine,  Ohio, 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  (at  this  session)  of  the  memorials 
from  insurance  companies  in  New  York  and  Balti- 
more, presented  by  Mr.  Webster  yesterday,  and 
inadvertently  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  joint  resolution  proposing  to  close  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress  on  the  9th  October  was 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

It  was  also  ordered  that  the  daily  meeting  of  the 
senate  shall  hereafter  be  at  10  o’clock,  till  otherwise 
ordered. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  took  up 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  finance, 
declaring  it  inexpedient  to  establish  a national  bank. 

After  a debate  of  three  hours,  in  which  a large 
number  of  senators  took  part,  and  the  rejection  of 
several  amendments,  the  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee was  agreed  to — ayes  31,  noes  15. 

[The  debate,  and  the  votes  on  the  various  ques- 
tions, will  be  given  as  early  as  practicable.] 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire  in  New  York;  and  the  bill 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  for  1837,  were  severally 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  an  amendment;  which,  after 
some  conversation,  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Calhoun 
as  a modification  to  his  own  amendment. 

The  modified  amendment  was  then  ordered  to  be 
printed;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and.  on  opening  the  doors,  adjourned. 

September27.  Mr.  Tipton  presented  a petition  of 
citizensoflndiana,  forrevival  ofthe  pre-emption  law7. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a memorial  of  the  people 
of  Marion  county,  Indiana,  protesting  against  the 
conduct  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  praying  congress  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  road 
in  that  state. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  ten  petitions,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a remonstrance  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Pennsylvania  against  the  admission 
of  Texas  into  the  union.  Laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Webster  presented  a petition  from  Flora  Li- 
setta  Luna,  praying  for  a pension  for  public  servi- 
ces. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Madison’s  manuscripts  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public  of- 
ficers, making  them  depositories  of  the  public  re- 
venue, together  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment 
(hereto  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Mississip- 
pi, addressed  the  senate  between  one  and  two  hours 
in  support  of  the  bill.  When  Mr.  \V  . had  conclud- 
ed, Mr.  Hubbard  proposed  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  words  “1st  January”  in  the  bill,  wherever  oc- 
curring, be  striken  out,  and  the  “31st  day  of  De- 
cember” be  substituted.  This  amendment  was 
adopted. 

[The  effect  will  be  to  postpone  the  operation  of 
the  bill  one  year.] 

Mr.  Benton  offeren  as  a separate  amendment,  u> 
insert  the  following:  “That  it  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  regulations  to  be 
made  for  the  speedy  presentation  of  drafts,  wherever 
payable,  and  that  if  any  delay  should  take  place 
in  the  payment  of  the  same,  they  may  be  present- 
ed in  any  other  place  within  the  United  States.” 

The  amendment  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crittenden  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
about  an  hour,  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Rives 
inquired  of  the  chair  when  his  amendment  would 
come  up,  which  went  to  strike  out  all  after  the  en- 
acting clause,  and  to  insert  as  a substitute  his  bill. 

The  chair  stated  that  the  question  would  first  be 
taken  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun, 
after  which,  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  that 
amendment,  whether  adopted  or  rejected,  the  ques- 
tion would  be  in  order  on  Mr.  Rives’  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  Of  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  September  22.  Mr.  Adams  presented 
thirteen  memorials,  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  union  of  these  states. 
Two  memorials  of  a similar  character  were  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts.  Some 
other  unimportant  business  was  next  transacted, 
when  Mr.  IFise’s  resolution  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
delay,  &c.  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war, 
came  up,  the  proceedings  on  w'hich,  as  well  as  the 
subsequent  proceedings  of  the  house,  were  noticed 
in  sufficient  detail  in  the  last  “Register,”  (p.  49.) 

[The  debate  on  the  Florida  war,  carefully  revised 
by  the  principal  speakers,  shall  be  inserted  as  soon 
as  room  can  be  found  for  it.  It  is  of  exceeding 
interest,  and  caused  much  warm  feeling  in  the 
house.] 

Saturday,  Sept.  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That,  from  and  after  Monday  next,  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  house  shall  be  10 
o’clock. 

After  the  presentation  of  numerous  petitions  on 
the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  (a 
list  of  which  will  be  given  hereafter,) 

The  house  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  of 
the  Florida  war,  when  Mr.  Wise  arose  and  address- 
ed the  house:  he  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Gholson 
and  Loomis.  Before  the  latter  gentleman  had  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Cambrelcng  reminded  him  that  the  hour 
allotted  to  resolutions  had  expired,  and  Mr.  Loomis 
yielded  the  floor. 

Before  going  into  committee,  Mr.  Cushing,  of 
Massachusetts,  inquired  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  whe- 
ther it  was  his  purpose  to  endeavor  to  close  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  on  the  present  bill  this  after- 
noon? Mr.  Cambrelcng  replying  in  the  affirmative, 
Mr.  Cushing  further  inquired  whether  it  was  the 
expectation  of  that  gentleman  that  the  committee 
were  to  be  choked  off  irom  the  discussion?  The 
chair  interrupted  Mr.  Cambreleng  (who  was  about 
replying)  by  reproving  the  use  of  such  language; 
it  was  wholly  out  of  order.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Lou- 
isiana, observed  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  had  informed  the  house  that 
some  financial  arrangements  had  taken  place  since 
the  passage  of  this  bill  in  the  senate,  which  render- 
ed it  indispensable  that  something  should  be  done 
very  speedily.  He  asked  if  he  might  know  what 
was  the  character  of  the  arrangements  alluded  to, 
and  by  what  authority  they  had  been  made?  And 
whether  they  had  been  gone  into  merely  from  the 
fact  that  a bill  had  passed  the  senate?  The  chair 
said  it  was  not  in  order  to  refer  in  the  house  to  what 
had  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then  went  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair),  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the 


fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites  with  the.  states. 
Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  who  had  moved  for  the  rising  of 
the  committee  yesterday,  having  taken  the  floor, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  would,  with  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  take  that  opportunity  of 
making  a response  to  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana. He  expressed  his  gratification  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  propounded  the  interrogatory,  because 
it  enabled  Mr.  C.  to  explain  to  the  committee  what 
he  intended  to  have  done  last  evening,  if  he  had 
not  been  stopped  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Smith),  who  had  not,  as  he  had  since  inform- 
ed him,  understood  his  ohject. 

What  Mr.  C.  intended  to  refer  to,  was,  that  the 
passage  of  the  bill  through  the  senate,  extending  the 
lime  of  payment  of  merchants’  bonds  nine  months, 
carrying  the  first  payment  to  February  next,  and 
that  from  the  merchants’  bonds  not  commencing  to 
oe  pain  mi  men,  there  was  not  only  no  demand  at 
this  time  for  treasury  warrants  and  drafts,  but  they 
had  fallen  four  per  cent,  since  the  passage  of  that 
bill  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  extending  the  term  for  paying  the 
balances  due  from  the  banks  to  four,  six,  and  nine 
months,  having  also  passed  the  senate  by,  he  be- 
lieved, a unanimous  vote,  had  had  another  effect  on 
drafts  on  these  corporations,  which  would  render 
even  that  portion  of  these  balances  unavailable  to 
the  treasury,  upon  which  calculations  had  been 
made  to  pay  current  expenses.  As  the  credit  com- 
mences from  the  day  they  refuse  to  pay  them,  they 
have  every  inducement  not  to  pay,  and  will  refuse 
to  do  so  in  all  cases  where  the  bank  desires  to  use 
the  public  money  for  four,  six,  and  nine  months. 

The  consequence  of  these  two  measures  having 
passed,  the  action  of  the  merchants  in  purchasing 
these  drafts,  and  the  action  of  the  banks  in  conse- 
quence of  the  passage  of  that  bill,  the  treasury  was 
actually  deprived  at  once  of  all  the  funds  nowin 
bank  throughout  the  United  States,  and  depriv- 
ed of  all  its  resources  to  meet  the  expenditures  of 
the  present  year.  On  this  ground,  therefore,  he 
appealed  to  the  committee  to  say  how  long  this 
government  could  be  supported,  depending  as  it 
now  did,  on  the  trifling  cash  receipts  for  lands  and 
revenue. 

Mr.  C.  added  that  he  had  been  informed  they  had 
even  been  compelled  to  return  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  treasury  to  the  custom  house  at  New 
York  to  pay  debentures  and  current  expenses. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  he  might 
confidently  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  ail  sides  of  the 
house  for  their  concurrence  in  a more  prompt  action 
upon  the  various  bills  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Smith  now  proceeded  to  address  the  com- 
mittee at  length,  in  a speech  at  the  close  of  which 
he  declared  that  if  the  house  should  take  the  bill  as 
it  came  from  the  senate,  he  must  vote  against  it; 
but  if  it  should  be  so  amended  as  honestly  to  declare 
that  the  fourth  instalment  was  repealed  (which 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  bill)  he  should  then  vote 
in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Hal- 
stead, of  New  Jersey,  spoke  in  succession  at  large 
and  earnestly  in  opposition  to  the  bill  before  the 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
committee  then  rose,  by  a vote  of  90  to  73,  and  re- 
ported progress. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  stated  that, 
owing  to  domestic  matters,  over  which  he  could  not 
dispense,  he  should  be  compelled  to  leave  the  city 
on  Wednesday  next;  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  position  he  occupied  before  the  house  and 
the  country,  he  was  very  anxious  to  submit  his 
views  before  he  left,  and  he  gave  notice  that,  on 
Monday  next,  he  should  throw  himself  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  for  Rave,  at  that  time,  to 
introduce  the  bill  of  which  he  had  given  notice  some 
days  since. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Sept.  25.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  rose 
to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  chair.  He  wished  to 
know  if  the  speaker  had  the  power  to  provide  seats 
for  such  visiters  as  are  admitted  upon  the  floor? 
Formerly  there  had  been  a sufficiency  of  such  ac- 
commodations, which  was  not  now  the  case. 

The  speaker  said  that,  so  far  as  he  remembered, 
none  of  his  predecessors  had  ever  exercised  such  a 
power.  But  if  it  pleased  the  house,  he  would 
cheerfully  make  such  order  as  the  case  required. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  hoped  such  an  act  of  civility  and 
courtesy  would  be  found  expedient.  He  could 
see  no  reasonable  objection  to  such  a course. 

The  speaker  said  that,  by  general  cor  sent,  the 
speaker  would  do  as  was  proposed. 

Mr.  Mercer  objected.  It  would  pro\  e a source 
of  much  inconvenience.  As  it  is,  he  said,  when 
members  with  low  voices  were  speaidng,  they 
could  rarely  be  heard,  and  the  increase  of  accom- 
modations would  only  render  this  ev  il  greater.— 


For  his  part,  he  w»as  rather  in  favor  of  accommo- 
dating the  members  of  the  house  in  preference  to 
visiters.  He  would  willingly  contribute  his  share 
of  the  expense  of  building  a log  house  on  one  of 
the  public  squares  for  the  discussion  of  the  pending 
question,  and  thus  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  by  all  the  people.  The  matters  dis- 
cussed here  were  so  important  perhaps  as  to  re- 
quire all  the  facilities  afforded  to  a popular  debate: 
but  he  preferred  a little  or  der  while  engaged  in 
such  discussions  in  the  house. 

[Here  the  conversation  dropped.  No  resolution 
or  order  was  taken  on  the  .subject.] 

When  the  states  were  called  in  order  for  petitions, 
Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, presented  a memorial 
on  banks  and  the  currency,  which  was  referred; 
also,  the  memorial  of  a native  of  Scotland,  wdro  had 
been  a resident  of  the  country  five  years,  praying 
for  naturalization.  He  also  presented  sev  eral  me- 
morials, petitions  and  remonstrances  on  the  subjects 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Phillips,  Lincoln,  Bor- 
den and  Parmenter,  of  Massachusetts,  Cranston,  of 
R.  I.,  Allen  and  Slade,  of  Vermont,  Naylor,  Ser- 
geant and  Fry,  of  Pennsylvania,  also  presented  a 
large  number  to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
memorial  from  citizens  of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  admission  of  any  new  state,  whose  con- 
stitution tolerates  slavery;  and  one  from  citizens  of 
Montrose,  Penn.,  that  the  commerce  in  slaves  may 
be  so  regulated  as  to  be  immediately  prohibited. 

Mr.  M.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  two 
memorials  of  similar  import,  signed  by  citizens  of 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  one  containing  thirty- 
two  names,  and  the  other  forty-five,  remonstrating 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  union. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  appealed  to  the  hu- 
manity and  justice  of  the  house,  to  permit  him  to 
refer  to  the  committee  of  claims,  for  their  imme- 
diate action,  the  memorial  of  a petitioner  for  a pen- 
sion— a woman  of  the  age  of  72  years,  to  whom, 
unless  the  relief  prayed  comes  soon  and  immediate, 
it  will  be  in  vain. 

The  chair  could  not  entertain  the  proposition 
unless  by  the  general  assent  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Fry,  of  Penn.,  objected,  on  the  ground  that 
several  similar  applications  were  already  before  the 
committee  of  claims,  of  which  he  is  a member,  and 
which  they  were  precluded,  by  the  decision  of  the 
house,  from  acting  upon. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  of  the  house  to  enable  him  to  present  the  peti- 
tion; and  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a petition 
from  citizens  of  Maysville,  Kentucky,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a national  bank;  which  being 
read, 

Mr.  Chambers  said  he  had  a number  of  others  of 
similar  import  from  various  portions  of  the  state. 
He  was  aware  that  such  memorials  were  usually 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  but 
he  felt  it  to  be  a duty  he  owed  his  constituents  to 
move  a different  disposition  of  the  memorials  he 
had  introduced,  to  a committee  of  the  whole.  At  a 
more  propitious  time  he  should  call  them  up,  and 
give  his  vigws  of  the  subject-matter  of  them.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  moved  that  they  lie  upon  the 
table,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  suspension  of 
the  rules  of  the  house,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  the  quantity  of  lands  sold,  the 
proceeds  thereof,  and  the  amount  of  specie  received 
in  part  of  said  proceeds,  at  the  different  land  offices, 
during  the  past  year,  and  embracing  up  to  the  last 
reported  returns  of  the  present;  and  to  designate 
with  as  precise  a description  as  the  reports  of  the 
land  offices  and  depositories  of  public  money  may 
enable  him,  all  the  paper,  of  every  kind  and  denom- 
ination, received  in  payment  during  said  period; 
the  dates  when  received;  whether  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  was  in  the  shape  of  drafts,  checks, 
notes,  bills,  or  orders,  by  whom  made,  when  and 
where  payable,  the  amounts  severally,  at  what  land 
office  received,  by  whom  paid  into  the  office,  and 
by  whom  endorsed,  if  there  were  any  endorsers; 
also,  the  names  and  places  of  the  depositories  there- 
of, or,  if  any,  what  other  disposition  has  been  made 
of  said  paper,  or  any  portion,  by  order  of  the  de- 
partment. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  Mr. 
Ewing  to  offer  .this  resolution,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
elections,  presented  a report  upon  the  subject  of  the 
election  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  of  Mis- 
sissippi. This  report  closes  with  a resolution,  to  the 
effect  that  the  sitting  members  have  been  duly  elect- 
ed members  of  the" 25th  congress,  and  are  entitled 
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to  their  seats  therein.  Mr.  B.  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  consideration  of  this  report  and  resolu- 
tion until  the  morning  hour,  to-morrow.  Mr.  Mer- 
cer asked  if  the  effect  of  such  a motion  would  not, 
be  to  supersede  the  subject  already  under  consider- 
ation during  the  morning  hour? 

The  speaker  replied  that  such  would  he  its  ope- 
ration. Mr.  Mercer,  viewed  this  as  a very  impor- 
tant matter,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee ol  the  whole,  concerning  as  it  did  the  tenure  of 
seats  held  on  this  floor,  being  the  course  which 
would  atford  the  opportunity  for  a free  discussion. 

Mr.  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  the  commit- 
tee on  elections,  of  which  he  was  one,  wer  e divided 
on  the  subject  of  the  report,  and  that  the  minority 
would  not  present  a counter-report,  but  would  pre- 
sent their  views  in  relation  to  the  question,  in  con- 
nexion with  an  amendment  which  they  propose  to 
move,  at  the  proper  time,  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  I Vhilllesey,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Hayn'es,  of  Georgia,  had  some 
conversation  as  to  the  course  of  precedents  in  the 
house  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  questions  of 
contested  elections;  and  then  the  chair  being  on  the 
point  of  putting  the  question  of  postponement,  Mr. 
Harrison,  of  Missouri,  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  was  ordered,  and  suspended,  after  the  roll 
had  been  nearly  half  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, the  members  having  generally  come  in.  Mr. 
Haynes  was  in  favor  of  the  postponement  of  the 
subject  until  the  morning  hour,  and  opposed  to  re- 
ferring it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  He 
thought  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  public  business 
imperatively  demanded  that  no  more  time  should  be 
occupied  with  this  question  than  could  be  possibly 
helped.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  deemed 
this  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that  could 
be  presented  to  the  house  during  the  present  session, 
and  was  in  favor  of  its  reference  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  or  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  ol  the  union. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Haynes,  in  reply', 

Mr.  Mercer  explained  the  grounds  of  his  motion  to 
refer  to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  the  Newland 
and  Graham  case,  (to  which  allusion  had  been 
made,)  was  well  and  thoroughly  investigated,  and 
occupied  fully  time  enough;  it  ran  at  last  into  Sun- 
day morning  till  2 o’clock,  he  well  remembered,  and 
nearly  produced  a scene  of  most  disgraceful  outrage. 
It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  house  to  refer  such 
questions  to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  A strong 
attempt  was  made  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  as 
all  would  recollect,  to  refer  that  case  to  that  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Mercer  wished  it  had  been  so  referred, 
for  the  credit  of  that  house.  It  was  the  practice  of 
eighteen  years,  and  the  case  referred  to  was  a single 
exception. 

Mr.  Glascock  was  in  favor  of  discussing  this  re- 
port during  the  morning  hour.  It  was  not  a case 
between  two  sets  of  candidates,  but  a question  sub- 
mitted by  the  sitting  gentlemen  themselves.  It  in- 
volved a question  important  to  their  constituents, 
and  should  certainly  receive,  as  it  deserved,  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  house.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng  suggested  to  Mr.  Buchanan  the  substitute  of 
Wednesday  for  Tuedsday  morning,  as  the  time  to 
which  the  subject  be  postponed.  Mr.  Buchanan  so 
modified  his  motion.  Mr.  Gholson  expressed  the 
wish  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  should  pre- 
vail, as  it  was  under  circumstances  the  most  un- 
pleasant that  he  now  held  his  seat  in  the  house. 
He  hoped  for  such  a disposition  of  the  question  as 
would  result  in  a speedy  dicision,  and  intimated 
that  a new  canvass  was  now  going  on  in  Mississip- 
pi, which  constituted  an  additional  argument  in 
favor  of  prompt  action  by  the  house.  The  question 
being  taken,  the  motion  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  Wednesday  prevailed. 

Mr.  Carnbreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

‘■Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a 
national  bank.” 

Mr.  Carnbreleng  hoped  the  question  on  this  reso- 
lution would  be  taken  without  debate,  and  on  the 
question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution  he  called  the 
yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  to  show  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chambers),  who  had  alluded, 
during  some  remarks  which  fell  from  him  this 
morning,  to  the  dark  cloud  hanging  over  the  pros- 
pects of  the  administration  in  the  west,  that  a still 
darker  cloud  was  hanging  over  the  prospects  of  the 
friends  ol  a national  bank  in  this  house. 

The  ymas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  said  that  his  sentiments 
on  the  subject  ot  a national  bank  were  well  known, 
and  when  (he  proper  occasion  was  offered,  he  should 
maintain  those  sentiments.  But  that  issue  was  not 
now  to  he  made  up,  and  it  should  not  be  forced  upon 
him  at  this  time.  The  veto  upon  such  an  institu- 
tion had  been  promulgated  in  advance  by  the  presi- 


dent of  the  United  States,  and  he  presumed  that  no 
friend  of  a national  bank  would  bring  such  a pro- 
position forward  until  it  was  ascertained  that  two 
thirds  of  that  body  were  in  favor  of  it.  That  ma- 
jority in  opposition  was  necessary,  he  verily  believ- 
ed, now,  before  any  relief  could  be  expected  for  the 
country;  and  he  further  believed  that,  were  the 
incubus  of  the  late  message  of  the  president  taken 
from  that  body,  there  would  be  the  necessary  relief. 
But  are  those  of  the  party  in  majority  here,  expect- 
ed to  vote  for  this  measure,  even  though  they  pre- 
ferred it,  when  they  know  that  its  passage  would  be 
followed  by  the  veto?  He  conceived  not.  And 
while  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  success  did 
exist,  he  hoped  that  such  a step  would  not  be  taken. 
Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  left  the  question  to  the  action 
and  decision  of  the  house,  without  giving  his  own 
opinion,  or  declaring  his  own  intentions  in  the  mat- 
ter, the  action  of  that  house  might  be  different  from 
what  it  could  now  be  expected  to  be.  Then  there 
might  be  some  relief  for  the  people  anticipated  as 
the  result  of  this  special  session.  As  it  was,  the 
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hands  of  congress.  Mr.  Everett  concluded  by 
moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  t his 
motion;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  table,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  J.  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Campbell  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da- 
vies, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  B. 
Fletcher,  Filmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 

S.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKenuan, 
Menifee,  Mercer,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips, 
Pope,  Potls,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Stratton,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorkc.— 
89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouidin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Carnbreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cur- 
tis, Cushman,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  J.  Garland-;  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantlan’d, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 

T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Le- 
gare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason, 
May,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kirn,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker,Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Shel- 
ter, Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandeveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Worthington. — 122. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Carnbreleng  moved  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites  to  the  states. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, at  large,  on  the  general  subject  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  IT.  Williams  followed,  in  an  earnest 
speech  in  decided  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Undencood,  with  a brief  explanation,  indi- 
cated his  intention  (when  the  pending  motion  for 
amendment  was  disposed  of)  to  move  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it  except  the  en- 
acting clause,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“That  if  the  funds  set  apart  to  be  deposited  with 
the  slates,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  June  23.  1S36, 
shall  prove  unavailable  or  insufficient  to  any  extent 
to  meet  the  provisions  of  that  act,  in  such  case  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  sell,  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  the  bonds  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  evidences  of  the  debt  which  said 
hank  has  contracted  to  pay  the  United  States,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  which  the  United 
States  owned  in  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales  to 


make  up  the  deficiency;  provided,  that  the  said 
bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  shall  not  be  sold  for  less- 
than  their  par  value;  and  provided,  also,  that  the 
bonds  and  evidences  of  the  debt  aforesaid,  for  the 
first  instalment  thereof,  shall  not  be  disposed  of 
under  this  act.” 

Mr.  Rariden,  of  Indiana,  then  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Cush- 
ing, of  Massachusetts,  followed  in  a strong  speech 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  was  still  speaking, 
when  lights  were  brought  into  the  hall,  (alter  sun- 
set) and  it  became  apparent  that  a majority  ol  the 
committee  were  disposed  to  sit  out  the  bill  (out  of 
the  committee.)  Mr.  R.  B.  Illicit  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen not  to  protract  their  speeches,  but  to  come 
to  some  immediate  action,  as  this  was  the  fourth 
week  of  the  session,  nothing  having  yet  been  done 
of  the  business  for  which  congress  was  convened. 
Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  moved  further  to  amend 
the  bill  (and  in  effect  the  pending  amendment)  by 
striking  out  the  proviso  at  the  end,  viz:  “That  the 
instalment  shall  remain  on  deposite  with  the  states 

until  : — --- 1 1 Uj,  to...  » tl:.  .„„Hun, 

though  not  strictly  in  order,  was  entertained  by  the 
chair.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  delivered 
a brief  but  emphatic  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  and  to  the  amendment.  Mr.  Fillmore,  of  New 
York,  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  not  desiring  to 
detain  the  committee  at  this  late  hour  against  its 
will,  with  a view  to  test  its  wishes,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  The  motion  was  lost — ayes  87, 
noes  97. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thereupon  proceeded,  and,  having 
addressed  the  committee  till  near  9 o’clock,  gave 
way  for  another  motion  to  rise;  but  it  was  negativ- 
ed— ayes  100,  noes  107.  He  then  resumed,  and 
did  not  conclude  his  speech  till  10  o'clock;  when 
Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  rose,  partly  in  reply, 
but  chiefly  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  propos- 
ed by  Mr.  Martin,  and  strongly  in  favor  of  that  of 
Mr.  Pickens  (viz:  to  limit  the  postponement  of  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  1st  January, 
1839.)  Mr.  Marlin  having  obtained  the  floor,  a 
motion  was  again  made  to  rise,  but  again  lost. — 
Whereupon  he  addressed  the  committee  for  a con- 
siderable time  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bronson,  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  own  amendment.  Mr.  Tillinghasl  rose, 
not  to  enter  into  the  discussion  at  this  unseasonable 
hour,  but  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  Rhode  Island, 
against  any  alteration  in  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment on  which  the  states  had  received  the  deposites. 

[It  was  now  11  o’clock.]  When  Mr.  Jldams  in- 
quired whether  Mr.  Martin’s  amendment  was  in 
order?  The  chair  admitted  that  it  was  not  strictly 
so,  but  was  going  to  assign  his  reasons  for  having 
entertained  it,  when  Mr.  Marlin  withdrew  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Jldams  then  moved  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens,  viz: 

“And  all  the  balances  of  public  moneys  due  from 
all  the  deposite  banks  are  hereby  appropriated  to 
the  said  payment,  and  no  part  of  them  shall  be  ap- 
plied-to  any  other  payment  whatever;  and  if  the 
portion  of  the  said  balances  due  by  the  said  depo- 
site banks  cannot  be  recovered  in  time  to  enable 
the  treasury  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  deposite 
with  the  states,  hereby  made  payable  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1839,  then  Ihe  instalment  of  debt  from 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  stock  in 
that  institution  held  by  the  United  States,  payable 
in  October,  1838,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  make 
up  any  insufficiency  of  the  sums  recovered  from 
the  deposite  banks,  to  complete  the  said  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite  with  Ihe 
states.  And  if  the  said  sums,  so  appropriated, 
should  still  prove  insufficient  to  complete  the  said 
payment,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
pledged  that  provision  shall  be  made  by  congress 
to  complete  the  same.” 

Mr.  .ddams  went  into  a brief  explanation  of  the 
grounds  of  his  amendment.  [His  remarks  will  ap- 
pear hereafter,  with  the  other  speeches  at  large.] 
Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  then  "addressed  the  commit- 
tee, remonstrating  against  the  attempt  to  force  the 
question,  and  reminding  .gentlemen  that  he  bad 
been  in  that  house  for  15  hours.  He  was  not  ready 
to  vote  on  the  last  amendment  without  further  time. 
He  then  went  into  some  remarks  to  show  how 
much  better  it  would  be  to  make  a direct  loan,  than 
to  resort  to  an  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  government. 

Mr.  R.B.  Rhett  again  pressed  for  some  decisive  ac- 
tion on  the  bill  and  amendment.  M r.  Pope  rose,  not 
to  discuss  the  bill,  but  to  protest  against  its  passage, 
unless  the  amendments  should  be  adopted.  With 
those  he  should  vote  for  it;  without  them,  he  must 
vote  against  it.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  said 
if  gentlemen  would  insist  on  these  night  sessions, 
they  must  submit  to  have  a speech  inflicted  on 
them.  It  was  his  determination  to  address  (he 
committee  at  some  time,  and,  as  they  preferred  to 
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sit  in  the  night,  he  would  let  them  have  it  now. 
He  then  commenced  a speech  against  the  bill, 
which  he.  did  not  conclude  until  hall'  past  12.  Mr. 
Underwood  remonstrated  against  an  attempt  to  com- 
pel the  committee  into  action  on  questions  so  im- 
portant as  those  involved  in  the  amendments  mov- 
ed and  suggested  to  the  bill,  against  its  wishes,  and 
while  unprepared.  These  violent  courses  never 
ended  in  any  thing  good.  He  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.  The  chair  counted  the  votes,  and  re- 
ported the  ayes  to  be  84,  and  the  noes  84,  and  he 
himself  voting  in  the  negative,  he  pronounced  the 
motion  to  be  lost.  Mr.  Mercer  - renewed  the  mo- 
tion. Tellers  were  demanded;  the  count  was  re- 
newed, and  resulted  ayes  90,  noes  89.  So  at 
length,  at  about  twenty  minutes  before  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  26.  Mr.  Dunn,  oflndiana,  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

.Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  fur- 
nish to  tills  House  a suuemem  ui  me  piuuamc  nu... 
her  of  bonds  that  will  be  renewed  or  extended 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently 
passed  the  senate  giving  further  time  on  duly 
bonds,  should  the  same  become  a law;  also,  what 
fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  required  on  the  renewal 
or  extension  of  such  bonds,  and  whether  such  fees 
or  charges  can,  with  propriety,  be  reduced. 

By  consent,  the  resolution  was  acted  on  at  this 
time,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Ewing  of  Indiana,  asked  leave  to  submit  the 
resolution  inserted  in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday, 
but  the  house  again  refused  leave. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  submit  to  this  house  during  the  first  week  of 
December  next,  a plan  for  tile  protection  of  the 
western  frontier  of  the  United  States  against  Indian 
aggressions,  designating  the  points  to  be  perma- 
nently occupied  by  garrisons,  the  auxiliary  stations 
for  reserves  and  deposites  of  munitions,  arms  and 
other  supplies,  the  routes  to  be  established  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  a safe  and  prompt  inter- 
course between  the  several  stations,  and  from  these 
with  the  depots  in  the  interior,  and,  finally,  the 
minimum  force  which,  in  his  opinion,  will  be  re- 
quired to  maintain  peace  among  the  several  tribes, 
and  cause  our  border  settlements  to  be  respected. 
Also,  to  report,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertain- 
ed, the  number  of  Indians  who  will  be  in  the  oc- 
cupancy of  the  country  west  and  north  of  the  states 
of  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  the  num- 
ber of  warriors  they  may  collectively  be  able  to 
send  into  the  field. 

This  resolution  lies  for  one  day. 

It  being  discovered  that  no  quorum  was  present, 
Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a call  of  the 
house.  He  wished  to  see  how  many  of  those 
members  who  had  insisted  on  a night  session  were 
in  their  seats  this  morning  at  the  hour  of  meeting. 

The  call  was  ordered,  and  had  proceeded  some 
time;  when  the  house  being  pretty  full,  it  was  ar- 
rested by  a vote  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Duncan  wished  the  call  to  proceed,  that  it 
might  appe4i  that  as  many  of  those  who  desired  a 
night  session  were  on  the  ground  as  of  those  who 
wanted  to  adjourn  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Ewing  renewed  his  request  to  offer  his  reso- 
lution, and  it  being  again  objected  to,  he  moved 
that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  and  they  were  order- 
ed accordingly,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Teas  97,  nays  76.  " It  requiring  two-thirds 
of  the  house  to  suspend  the  rules,  Mr.  Ewing’s 
motion  to  that  effect  was  not  agreed  to. 

Petitions  were  then  called,  and  numerous  memo- 
rials were  presented  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  in  favor  of  abolition,  and  others  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  M.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Runic,  of  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  for  a penson  for  services  rendered 
during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Biddle  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
offer  a resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury’s  letter  offering  members  their  pay  in 
specie. 

The  house  next  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  declaring  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  char- 
ter a national  bank. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  adding 
to  the  end  thereof  “at  this  time,”  and  also  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish  a 
national  bank  whenever  there  shall  he  a clear  mani- 
festation of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  such  a mea- 
sure,” 


Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  the  adoption  of  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  president  for  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  through  the  agency  of  su b- 
treasuries,  by  means  of  which  the  public  moneys 
would  be  under  the  unchecked  control  of  officers 
holding  their  places  at  the  will  of  the  executive, 
and  often  his  mere  creatures  and  dependents,  or  the 
establishment  of  a bank  or  any  fiscal  system  in  the 
nature  of  a bank  founded  upon  the  credit  and  reve- 
nue of  the  government,  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  a free  constitution,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country.” 

Mr.  Pope  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  resolved,  and  inserting 
the  following: 

“That  to  aid  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  business  and  commerce  of  the  country,  to 
restore  public  and  private  confidence,  and  to  insure 
to  the  nation  a sound  and  uniform  currency,  it  is 
T «..iu  (iiupci  tu  eaicioiisli  a flank  of  the 
United  States,  with  such  capital  as  may  be  deemed 
sufficient,  with  such  limitations  and  restrictions  in 
the  charter  as  will  insure  an  equitable  distribution  of 
the  stock  among  the  states  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  alone,  prevent  excessive  issues  of  notes, 
exorbitant  profit,  all  interference  with  the  politics 
of  the  country,  and  reserving  to  congress,  the  power 
of  preventing  and  correcting  abuses  of  the  charter.” 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass,  addressed  the  house  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  who  addressed 
the  house  on  the  same  side,  until  the  expiration  of 
the  hour  al lotted  to  reports,  &c. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a commmuni- 
cation  from  the  treasury  department,  iri  obedieuce 
to  the  order  of  the  house  of  the  14th  instant,  calling 
for  the  correspondence  with  the  deposite  banks  in 
reference  to  the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  sev- 
eral instalments  due  to  the  states  underthe  deposite 
law  of  June  23,  1S36:  the  monthly  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  deposite  banks  from  January  last, 
and  information  respecting  treasury  drafts  protest- 
ed for  non-payment  of  specie;  which  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  then  took  up  a joint  resolution  from 
the  senate,  fixing  on  Monday,  the  9th  of  October 
next,  as  the  day  for  the  adjournment,  of  congress  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Bell  opposed  the  resolution  with  warmth. 
It  was,  he  said,  a most  unprecedented  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  other  branch  to  send  such  a resolu- 
tion to  the  house  at  such  a period  and  under  such 
circumstances.  Never,  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government,  had  such  a thing  been  attempted  be- 
fore. When  the  house  had  not  yet  passed  on  one 
of  all  the  measures  recommended  to  it  by  the  ad- 
ministration, it  was  told  that  it  must  fix  a day  for 
adjournment.  This  was  no  doubt  meant  to  bring 
the  house  to  a quicker  despatch  of  business.  They 
were,  he  supposed,  to  sit  at  night — they  must  act 
without  debate — act  by  voting,  and  by  voting  only. 
They  were  too  slow.  Their  masters,  it  seemed, 
weie  thus  speaking  to  them  indirectly.  There  was 
nothing,  to  be  sure,  in  the  mere  form  of  this  resolu- 
tion that  was  unparliamentary:  Lut  its  form  was  all 
about  it  that  was  so:  the  rest  was  all  insult.  The 
senate  could  not  but  know  that  this  house  had  as 
yet  done  nothing;  and  to  send  such  a resolution  to  it 
was  to  insult  it.  He  trusted  all  would  be  compel- 
led to  yield  every  consideration  of  ease  or  profit, 
and  attend  to  the  important  measures  submitted  to 
their  consideration. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  but,  for  the  moment,  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Mercer,  who  said  he  wished  first  to  obtain 
some  information  that  was  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  vote  on  the  question  presented  by  the  resolution 
from  the  senate.  He  thereupon  asked  leave  to  offer 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed 
to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of  the  daily  cost 
of  the  sessions  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  ex- 
clusive of  their  respective  contingent  expenses,  and 
of  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  mileage  of  the  members 
thereof. 

It  being  objected  to,  he  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  rule  was  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  Bell  thereupon  renewed  his  motion  to  la}'  the 
joint  resolution  from  the  senate  on  the  table,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered 
by  the  house,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  94,  nays  121. 

The  house  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cambreieng  now  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  house  refused  to  second  the  call:  only 
90  rising  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Cambreieng,  who  said  his  only  desire  was  to 
expedite  the  business  which  was  the  order  of  the 
day,  thereupon  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  till  Monday  next,  at  11  o’clock, 
and  that  it  be  then  the  special  order;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

"Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  senate’s  resolution,  by  inserting  the  1st  Mon- 
day of  April  next,  instead  of  Monday,  the  9th  of 
October.  But  the  offering  of  the  amendment  was 
objected  to,  the  resolution  having  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Mercer  asked  that  the  resolution  he  had  of- 
fered, and  which  had  been  rejected,  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed;  but  the  motion  was  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  Robertson  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when 
in  order,  offer  hereafter  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
now  under  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole;  which 
he  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  now  called,  and  the 
house  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Haynes  of  Georgia,  in 
the  chair.) 

And  the  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment moved  last  night  (or  rather  this  morning)  by 
Mr.  Adams  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens  to  the 
bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite 
with  the  states,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  column, 

Mr.  Mercer  took  the  floor,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  at  large. 

After  Mr.  Mercer  had  closed  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Rencher,  of  N.  C.,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.,  and  Mr. 
Bond,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  committee  at  length 
upon  it;  when 

Mr.  Cambreieng  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
question  might  be  taken  upon  the  various  amend- 
ments, and  that  the  committee  would  rise  and  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  house.  After  the  fatigues  of  the 
sitting  of  the  night  before,  he  felt  assured  that  such 
would  prove  a general  sentiment. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  voted  for  the  deposite  act 
of  1836,  and  should  vote  against  this  bill.  His  rea- 
sons for  this  vote  he  wished  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  laying  before  the  house.  He  had  been  much  de- 
ranged in  health  by  the  late  session  of  the  previous 
night,  and  he  did  not  desire  to  interpose  any  ob- 
jection to  the  rising  of  the  committee,  if  he  could 
be  assured  that  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded 
him  to-morrow  to  give  his  views  on  the  bill;  but  he 
feared  the  springing  of  the  previous  question  upon 
him. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  here  went  at  some  length 
into  a discussion  of  the  biil,  with  special  relation  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
and  the  situation  of  the  banks  in  that  state. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  next  taking  the  floor,  alluded  to  the 
strong  disposition  apparent  in  the  majority  to  bring 
the  bill  within  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. To  reporting  the  bill  to  ihe  house  he  should 
not  object,  could  the  same  latitude  be  attained  in 
the  house  as  ill  the  committee  to  discuss  its  princi- 
ples. Would  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  give  a pledge,  and  pledge  himself 
that  he  was  auihoized  to  give  such  assurance,  [a 
laugh,]  lie  would  yield  the  floor  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cambreieng  gave  such  an  assent  to  this  prop- 
osition as  to  satisfy  Mr.  Jenifer.  Then  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Adams’  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens,  which  is 
as  follows: 

“And  all  the  balances  of  public  moneys  due  from 
all  the  deposite  banks  are  hereby  appropriated  to 
the  said  payment,  and  no  part  of  them  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  any  other  payment  whatever;  and  if  the 
portion  of  the  said  balances  due  by  the  said  deposile 
banks  cannot  be  recovered  in  time  to  enable  the 
treasury  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  deposite  with 
the  states,  hereby  made  payable  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1839,  then  the  instalment  of  debt  from  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  slock  in  that  insti- 
tution held  by  the  United  States,  payable  in  October, 
1838,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  make  up  any  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  sums  recovered  from  the  deposite 
banks,  to  complete  the  said  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  deposite  with  the  states.  And  if 
the  said  sums,  so  appropriated,  should  still  prove 
insufficient  to  complete  the  said  payment,  the  l'aith 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  that  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  by  congress  to  complete  the 
same.” 

Tellers  being  appointed  to  count  the  house,  this 
amendment  was  rejected.  Yreas  89,  nays  104. 

The  question  on  the  following  amendment,  moved 
by  Mr.  Pickens, -was  then  taken: 

’ Strike  out  the  words  “till  further  provision  by 
law,”  and  insert  “the  first  day  of  January,  1839.” 

Tellers  being  appointed,  this  amendment  was  re- 
jected. Yeas  65,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri- 
king out  all  after  the  word  “Resolved,”  and  insert- 
ing the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
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“That  il  the  funds  set  apart  to  be  deposited  with 
the  states,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  shall 
prove  unavailable  or  insufficient  to  any  extent  to 
meet  the  provisions  of  that  act,  in  such  case  the 
secretary  ot  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  sell,  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  evidences  of  the  debt  which  said 
bank  has  contracted  to  pay  the  United  States,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  which  the  United 
States  owned  in  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  apply  the  pioceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales  to  make 
up  the  deficiency;  provided,  that  the  said  bonds  or 
evidences  ot  debt  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than 
their  par  value;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  bonds 
and  evidences  of  the  debt  aforesaid,  for  the  first  in- 
stalment therof,  shall  not  be  disposed  of  under  this 
act.” 

Tellers  being  appointed,  this  motion  was  rejected 
— Yeas  81,  nays  107. 

Messrs.  Marlin,  ol  Alabama,  Mason,  of  Georgia, 
Mercer,  of  Virginia,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  whose 
names  were  not  ascertained  by  the  reporter,  moved 
additional  amendments,  (intended  to  be  moved 
again  when  the  bill  should  be  reported  to  the  house,) 
ail  without  success;  and  then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Petrilcen,  of  Pa,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  without  amendment,  to 
the  house. 

The  speaker  presented  to  the  house  a communi- 
cation in  writing  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  a request  of  the  house,  regard- 
ing the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  William  Tudor; 
also,  a communication  of  documents  called  for  by 
the  house  in  relation  to  the  Northeastern  boundary; 
both  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wenesday,  Sept.  27.  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  a 
member  from  Tennessee,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Grennell, 
Mams,  and  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts;  Everett,  of 
Vermont;  Fry,  Paynter,  and  Naylor,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  Mason,  of  Ohio;  some  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and 
others  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Messrs.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  Mams,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bouldin,  of  Virginia,  Connor,  of  North 
Carolina,  Griffin,  of  South  Carolina,  Towns,  of 
Georgia,  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  and 
Lewis,  of  Alabama,  also  presented  memorials  on  va- 
rious subjects. 

Mr.  Biddle  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent a resolution,  (pending  the  call  of  the  states  for 
petitions,)  which  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  on  the  subject  of  payments  in  specie  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  with 
instructions  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  the 
discretionary  power  exercised  by  the  secretary  may 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service,  be  subject- 
ed to  legislative  regulation. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Biddle  moved  the 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  move  the 
resolution,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  remarked  that  there  was  alrea- 
dy a report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  asked  if  it  were  in  order  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  the  presents, 
tion  of  a resolution,  pending  the  call  of  the  states 
for  petitions. 

The  speaker  responded  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  was  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Aycrigg, 
Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Calhoon, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw'son,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Goode, 
J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hen- 
ry, Herod,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Rariden,  Ridgway,  Robert- 
son, Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Toland,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Wil- 
liams, U.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  Farrington,  Fairfield  Fos- 
ter, Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 


Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
j T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  Kemble, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M. 
Mason,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble, 
Owens,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pen- 
nybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yell — 102. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  suspend  the 
rules  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolution,  which  leave  was 
granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  what  law's  will  expire  with 

the  termination  of  me  picaei.t  -*■  i— .a , 

and  to  report  a bill  to  continue  in  force  such  as 
ought  to  be  extended. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  what 
laws  were  alluded  to  in  that  resolution. 

Mr.  Thomas  :«id  there  were  laws  extending  to 
the  end  of  the  first  session  of  each  congress.  The 
special  session  not  being  contemplated  in  the  enact- 
ment of  such  laws,  legislation  of  this  kind  seemed 
to  be  necessary. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  (leave  for  the  pur- 
pose being  granted),  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  public 
buildings  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore congress  the  plan  of  the  treasury  building  now 
erecting,  showing  the  whole  design  of  the  edifice, 
and  its  exact  location  upon  the  public  ground,  and 
its  arrangement  with  the  adjacent  streets  and  ave- 
nues; and  also,  in  his  report,  to  say  whether  it  is 
intended  to  take  down  the,  building  now  occupied 
by  the  state  department,  or  whether  that  building  is 
to  form  a part  of  the  new  edifice. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  (leave  being  granted), 
introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the^navy  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  house  the  cause  of 
detention  in  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  squadron, 
together  with  the  correspondence  betw’een  the  de- 
partment and  the  commander  and  other  officers  or 
persons  who  are  now,  or  have  been,  at  any  time, 
attached  to  that  service;  and  also  report  what 
amount  of  the  appropriation  made  by  congress  for 
that  purpose  has  been  expended,  and  whether  an 
additional  sum  will  not  be  required  within  a short 
period  to  carry  on  the  expedition. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  also,  by  leave, 
presented  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  house  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing the  express  mail,  the  amount  of  revenues  de- 
rived from  it,  and  the  regulations  adopted  for  the 
government  thereof. 

Mr.  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina,  on  leave,  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
required  to  furnish  this  house  with  a statement  of 
the  number  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  requir- 
ed, if  the  bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  deposi- 
tories in  certain  cases  on  public  officers  should  be- 
come a law;  and  further,  how  many  new  officers 
must  be  created;  if  any,  how  many  new  buildings 
to  be  erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he  can 
estimate  it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system; 
what  the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what 
will  be  the  commissions  to  which  they  will  be  en- 
titled. 

[Mr.  S.  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  so  as 
to  allow  of  its  consideration  at  this  time.  This 
motion  was  negatived.] 

NT r . Ewing,  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  presented  the 
following  resolution,  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed, with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  the 
proceeds  thereof,  and  the  amount  of  specie  receiv- 
ed, in  part  of  said  proceeds,  at  the  diiierent  land 
offices,  during  the  past  year,  and  embracing  up  to 
the  last  reported  returns  of  the  present;  and  to  de- 
signate, with  as  precise  a description  as  the  reports 
of  the  land  offices  and  depositories  of  public  mo- 
ney may  enable  him,  all  the  paper,  of  every  kind 
and  denomination,  received  in  payment  during  said 
period,  the  dates  when  received,  whether  the  same, 
or  any  part  thereof,  was  in  the  shape  of  drafts, 
checks,  notes,  bills,  or  orders,  by  whom  made. 


when  and  where  payable,  the  amount  severally,  at 
what  land  offices  received,  by  whom  paid  into  the 
office,  and  by  whom  endorsed;  also,  the  names  and 
places  of  the  depositories  thereof,  or,  if  any,  what 
other  disposition  has  been  made  of  said  paper,  or 
any  portion,  by  order  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  not 
having  finished  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  rose,  and 
said  that  he  was  laboring  under  severe  indisposi- 
tion, in  consequence  of  which  his  lungs  were  weak, 
and  he  was  unable  to  proceed  with  convenience  to 
himself.  He  wished  that  the  subject  might  lie  over 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  that  this  suggestion  might 
prevail,  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  contested 
election  case  might  be  taken  up.  He  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  bank  question  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bell  suggested  the  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject until  Saturday  morning. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  acceded  to  that  modification, 
and,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  further  modified 

1 " " |JU  hl  1 - “ — inr,  C-,  r -poned 

precedence  over  all  other  business  on  that  day. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved  the  printing  of  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  executive  communication  laid 
before  the  house  last  evening,  on  the  subject  of  the 
northeastern  boundary.  Mr.  Jldams  moved  to 
amend  that  motion  so  as  to  include  the  printing  of 
the  other  message,  relating  to  intercourse  with  Bra- 
zil. Mr.  Smith,  however,  expressing  a preference 
for  the  original  motion,  Mr.  Jldams  said  he  would 
not  press  his  amendment;  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mams  then  renewed 
his  motion  to  print  the  message  alluded  to.  Objec- 
tion being  made,  the  motion  was  not  entertained. 

Mr.  Patton,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  as  from  the  committee  on  the  library: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be 
instructed  to  ascertain  whether  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Madison’s  work,  authorized  by  an  appropriation  at 
the  last  session  of  congress,  has  been  made;  and  if 
so,  that  the  said  committee  inquire  into  and  reporta 
plan  for  the  publication  of  the  same. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  declaring  the  sitting  members 
from  Mississippi  to  be  entitled  to  their  seats,  came 
up  in  order  for  consideration: 

“Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th 
congress,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  their 
seats.” 

Mr.  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  one  of  the  committee 
on  elections,  expressed  the  opinion  of  the  minority 
of  that  committee,  and  introduced  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution.  He  recapitulated  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Mississippi  election,  and  read  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  of  that  state  appoint- 
ing the  special  election  for  members  of  congress  in 
July  last.  He  held  that  if  the  governor  were  actu- 
ally enjoined  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  his  proclamation  in  such  a case,  any 
opinions  expressed  in  that  paper  with  regard  to  the 
term  for  which  such  election  was  to  be  made  was 
mere  surplusage.  He  should  not  draw  any  infer- 
ence against  the  integrity  of  the  election  fiom  lhat 
argument.  The  writ  was  mandatory.  If  the  mem- 
bers claiming  fo  sit  were  duly  elected,  the  United 
States  constitution  settled  the  term.  Nor  had  he 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  influence  which  the  con- 
sideration of  these  circumstances  upon  the  minds 
and  actions  of  the  members  themselves  might  pro- 
duce. The  question  was  simply  this:  has  the  go- 
vernor of  a state  of  this  union  a right  to  issue  h:s 
proclamation  to  fill  a constitutional  vacancy ? 

Mr.  M.  went  on  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  congressional  elections.  These  were  all  to 
be  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  each  state,  and 
it  was  a duty  which  the  legislatures,  and  only 
they,  could  properly  discharge.  It  was  only  the 
vacancies  wdiich  “happen”  by  the  occurrence  of 
some  casualty,  that  the  governor  of  a state  is  au- 
thorized by  the  constitution  to  call  an  election  to 
fill:  and  this  w'as  not  such  a case. 

Mr.  M.’s  amendment  is  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  “Resolved,”  and  in- 
sert, “That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  not 
having  been  duly  elected  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  lhe  25th  congress,  from  the  state 
of  Mississippi,  are  not  entitled  to  seats  upon  this 
floor  as  such.” 

Mr.  Pcnnybacher,  of  Virginia,  also  of  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  sustained  the  resolution  as  re- 
ported, and  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Maury. 
He  showed  that  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
election  of  members  of  congress  in  Mississippi 
W'as  the  first  Monday  in  November;  that  this  special 
session  was  called  for  the  first  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber; and  thus,  that  a vacancy  within  the  meaning 
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of  the  constitution  had  happened,  and  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Mississippi  was  thus  authorized  to  issue 
his  proclamation  to  fill  it. 

After  Mr.  P.  had  closed,  Mr.  Cambreleng  called 
for  the  orders  of  the  day,  which  were  taken  up. 

The  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

This  bill  coming  up  upon-its  merits,  Mr.  Jenifer, 
and  Mr.  Menifee  addressed  the  house  at  length  in 
opposition  to  its  provisions.  Mr.  Fry  addressed  the 
committee  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  amendments.  Mr.  Potter  advocated  the  bill 
with  great  warmth,  and  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  no  hope  of  relief  was  to  be  expected  from 
a United  States  bank.  Mr.  Wise  spoke  at  large 
against  the  bill,  and  went  into  a review  of  some  of 
tiie  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  public 
calamities.  Mr.  Hamer  replied,  and  argued  to  show 
that  the  embarrassment  had  heen  attributed  to  false 
caues,  &c.  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  and  commenced  a reply  to  Mr.  Hamer;  but 
as  a preliminary  step,  he  put  to  Mr.  Cambreleng  the 
inquiry,  whether  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  bill 

making  arrangements  for  the  relief.of  the  deposite 
baili&s  a iiuuac:  lm  . iFU/nureivug , 

disclaiming  to  speak  for  others,  said  that  his  own 
expectation  was  that  it  would.  Mr.  Dawson  then 
put  to  him  the  further  interrogatory,  whether  the 
deposite  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York  were  sol- 
vent or  insolvent?  Mr.  Cambreleng  hesitated  a little 
but  finally  replied,  that  some  of  them  were  solvent, 
and  some  not;  he  believed  that  one,  at  least,  was 
otherwise.  Mr.  Dawson  then  put  the  same  inquiry 
to  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  as  to  the  banks  of  that 
state.  Mr.  Duncan  said,  that  as  far  as  he  knew  (for 
he  knew  nothing  practically  about  it)  they  were 
generally  solvent;  tha  public,  he  believed,  had  con- 
fidence in  them;  but  their  paper  was  from  10  to  14 
percent,  below  par.  [A  loud  laugh.]  Mr.  Dawson 
put  the  same  query  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Johnson,  replied,  that  the  banks  of  Louisiana 
were  all  perfectly  sound  and  solvent.  Mr.  Marlin 
gave  a similar  reply  as  to  the  banks  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  would  not  put  the  inquiry 
to  his  friend  from  Missouri,  because  it  might  be 
considered  as  olfensive;  but,  if  any  gentleman  from 
that  state  was  disposed  to  give  him  any  information 
on  that  subject,  he  would  thankfully  receive  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,  of  New  York,  referring  to  the 
reply  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  said  that  that  gentleman 
might  just  as  well  have  said  that  all  the  deposite 
banks  of  New  York  were  broken  as  that  one  was. 
As  to  the  Dry  Dock  bank,  (to  which  he  supposed 
the  gentleman  referred,)  he  was  informed  the  bills 
of  that  bank  were  at  5 per  cent,  discount.  He  did 
not  believe  the  government  would  lose  a dollar  by 
that  bank.  The  banks  of  New  York  would  com- 
pare with  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  union.  The 
people  were  in  debt  to  them  more,  by  thirty  mil- 
lions, than  the  whole  sum  they  owed. 

Mr.  Whittlesey , of  Ohio,  said  that  as  he  supposed 
these  queries  were  put  with  a view  to  sustain  an 
argument,  it  might  be  important  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  should  receive  correct  informa- 
tion in  reply.  Mr.  V/.’s  colleague  had  stated  that 
the  paper  of  the  deposite  banks  of  Ohio,  was  at  10 
to  14  per  cent,  discount. 

Mr.  Duncan  explained  that  he  had  spoken  of  the 
banks  of  Ohio  .generally. 

The  inquiry,  Mr.  Whittlesey  said,  had  referred 
specially  lo  the  deposite  banks.  Now,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  I aver  that  the  paper  of  the  banks  in  Ohio  is 
not  depreciated,  unless  it  may  be  that  of  one  soli- 
tary bank,  the  bank  of  West  Union,  in  the  town 
w here  my  colleague  (Mr.  Hamer)  resides.  There 
are  not  more  solvent  banks  in  any  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  They  are  as  sound  at  this  moment  as 
they  ever  were.  Let  the  New  York  banks  resume 
specie  payments  when  they  will,  the  banks  of  Oiiio 
will  follow  suit.  One  of  the  largest  banks  in  the  state 
is  now  paying  specie.  The  bank  at  Dayton  has 
never,  in  fact,  ceased  to  do  so  more  than  a few  days. 
Ohio  is  fully  willing  to  take  her  share  of  the  deposites 
in  bills  of  her  own  banks;  and  if  she  shall  receive 
more,  she  will  give  ample  security  that  the  deposites 
in  her  banks  will  be  at  all  times  forthcoming  in  notes 
as  good  as  silver.  Some  explanations  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Duncan.  Hamer,  and  Bond.  Mr.  Duncan  in- 
sisted that  if  Mr.  W.  wished  to  convert  Ohio  bills 
into  specie,  lie  must  pay  a discount  of  1(1  per  cent. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  resumed,  and  had  proceeded 
for  a short  time,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  to 
adjourn,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

Senate.  Alter  the  presentation  of  one  or  two  pri- 
vate petitions,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  fortlie  collection  and  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  together  with  Mr.  Calhoun's  amend- 
ment thereto. 


Mr.  Webster  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  about 
three  hours  in  an  argument  to  maintain,  chiefly,  two 
propositions,  viz. 

1st.  That  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  congress 
to  establish  and  maintain  a currency  suited  to  the 
W'ants  of  trade  and  business,  as  well  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  to  government,  and  suited  also 
to  the  carrying  on  the  operations  of  domestic  ex- 
changes, so  far  at  least  as  those  exchanges  may  be 
conducted  by  the  means  of  a general  and  universally 
accredited  currency;  and  that  these  were  duties, 
therefore,  devolving  on  congress,  in  relation  lo  the 
currency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coins. 

2d.  That  the  message  of  the  president,  the  bill 
before  the  senate,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  all, 
in  effect,  disclaimed  any  such  duty,  denied  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  power,  and  confined  the  consti- 
tutional obligation  of  the  government  to  the  single 
object  of  taking  care  of  itself  and  its  own  revenues. 

Mr.  Hubbard  followed  in  a speech  of  an  hour  and 
a half  in  support  of  the  bill;  and  then,  after  changing 
the  daily  hour  of  meeting  fr>  11  nVlnrlr  inateadol  10, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  adjourned. 

House  of  representatives.  A large  number  of 
petitions  were  present  d to-day,  some  of  which 
were  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union; 
others  against  the  slave  trade-in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  others  in  iavor  of  immediate  abolition 
of  it  throughout  the  union;  others  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank,  &c. 

Mr.  Biddle  presented  two  remonstrances  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  asked  that  the  following 
resolutions,  which  he  intended  hereafter  to  offei° 
be  printed  for  the  consideration  of  members: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  immediately  to 
establish  a bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
a fixed,  uniform,  and  certain  currency.  That  it  is 
important  and  highly  expedient  to  have  such  an  in- 
stitution as  a fiscal  agent  for  the  government  in  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue  of  the 
nation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  creation  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  charter  should  be  so  consti- 
tuted as  to  exclude  foreigners  from  holding  stock 
in  the  same,  and  to  hold  the  stockholders  responsi- 
ble and  liable,  out  ot  their  private  and  individual 
property,  according  to  the  amount  held  by  each, 
for  Hie  redemption  of  the  notes  issued,  and  debts 
and  liabilities  of  said  bank. 

3.  Resolved,  further.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
house  a bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  only  safe, 
certain,  and  sure  means  by  which  a uniform,  fixed, 
and  permanent  paper  currency  can  be  obtained. 

The  printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Stanley  urged  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  him  yesterday,  calling  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  number  and  cost  of  sub- treasuries, 
&c.;  but  the  house  refused  to  consider  it  at  this 
time,  or  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Poland  wished  to  offer  a resolution  calling 
for  information  concerning  certain  treasury  circu- 
lars: hut  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
its  presentation  at  this  time. 

Mr.  A dams  expressed  a similar  wish  in  relation 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  session  of  congress,  the  num- 
bers of  slaves  exported  from  and  the  numbers  im- 
ported into  the  several  ports  of  the  union  by  the 
coasling  trade  during  this  and  the  three  preceding 
years,  discriminating  the  numbers  in  each  of  the 
said  years  respectively. 

The  house  refused  leave  to  present  it. 

Mr.  Snyder  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  inform  this  house  what  amount  of 
specie  the  bank  of  Missouri  had  in  its  vaults  on  the 
5th  of  July  and  on  the  16th  of  August,  1837. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  business  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  which  was  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
elections  on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clai- 
borne, togetherw'ith  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Maury. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  house 
in  opposition  to  the  report  in  favor  of  the  sitting 
members,  a.nd  in  support  of  the  amendment  propos- 
ing to  reverse  the  report. 

Mr.  Bronson  followed  in  support  of  the  report. 

Fuilher  debate  being  precluded  by  the  expiration 
of  the  hour  allotted  to  such  business — 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with 
the  states. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  with  the  permission  Mr.  Dawson, 
explained  more  fully  his  answer  to  one  of  the  ques- 


tions propounded  to  him  last  evening:  he  merely 
intended  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  actual  capi- 
tals of  many  of  the  banks  in  the  state  of  New  York 
had  been  diminished  during  the  revulsion,  &c. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  then  addressed  the  house 
at  length  and  with  great  earnestness  in  opposition  lo 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Towns,  of  Georgia,  replied  briefly  to  bis  col- 
league, who  preceded  him,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  who  went  at  large  into 
the  arguments  in  opposition  fo  the  bill.  Having 
made  some  progress  in  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  with  the  permission  of 
Mr.  Graves, .proposed  that  the  house  take  a recess 
of  an  hour  to  enable  the  members  to  get  refresh- 
ments. This  motion  gave  rise  to  a variety  of  mo- 
tions and  considerable  discussion.  Finally  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  a motion  offered  by  Mr. 
Phillips,  modified  after  some  desultory  conversa- 
tion, providing  that  the  house  during  the  session 
shall  take  a daily  recess  from  half  past  2 to  4 
o’clock  prevailed,  and  the  house  at  half  past  3 
o’clock,  took  a recess  for  one  hour. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  speaker  took  the  chair  at  half  past  four 
o’clock,  and  Mr.  Graves  concluded  his  remarks. 
Mr.  Cushman,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  for  the 
previous  question.  Ayes  123,  noes  102.  Aftersome 
remarks  from  Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Haynes  moved  a call 
of  the  house;  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
taken  upon  it,  was  agreed  (o. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  house.  Two 
attempts  were  made  , to  suspend  the  call,  but  with- 
out effect.  The  names  of  the  absentees  were  call- 
ed, and  224  found  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  the  call  be  suspended, 
which  motion  prevailed.  The  previous  question  was 
seconded  by  a vote  of  107  to  78. 

Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  “Shall  the  main  question  be  now  pul?'’ 
which  were  ordered,  and  that  question  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

[The  yeas  and  nays  shall  have  a place  in  the 
next  “Register.”] 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
question,  “Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time?”  that  question  was  then  put,  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  BirdsaH,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruj'n,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cil- 
ley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J. 
M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  MeKim,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  S.W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmeriter,  Patlon,  Payn- 
ter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plu- 
mer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reiley,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stewart, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton, Yell — -119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Calhoun,  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Crary,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davies.  Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Goode,  J.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves, 
Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennnn,  Menifee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris, 
Nayier,  Noyes,  0<rle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peek,  Phil- 
lips, Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Pench- 
er,  Rhett,  Pidgway,  Robertson,  Pumsey,  Russell, 
Sergeant,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  Williams, 
C.  II.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 117. 

So  IheTill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a third  time.  The  house  then  adjourned. 
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PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  speech.  According:  to  pro- 
mise, we  insert  Mr.  Calhoun’s  speech  on  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  To  the 
speech  we  have  appended  the  remarks  of  Mr.  C. 
in  the  senate  on  the  26th  hit.  when  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  finance  against  the  petitioners  for 
a national  bank  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hives’s  speech,  coming  next  in  order,  shall 
be  inserted  in  our  next  number. 

Congress.  In  the  senate  on  Wednesday  last, 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories, 
in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers,  [sub-treasury 
system]  was  passed  by  a vote  of  26  yeas  to  20 
nays.  For  particulars  see  subsequent  pages.  This 
is  the  last  of  the  bills  reported  by  the  committee  of 
finance,  except  the  warehouse  bill;  and  the  senate, 
on  Thursday  last,  after  a brief  session,  with  the 
view  of  giving  the  house  time  to  act  on  the  bills 
before  it,  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

The  house,  as  stated  in  our  last,  reconsidered  the 
bill  postponing  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, and  finally  adopted  Mr.  Pickens’s  amend- 
ment postponing  the  payment  of  that  instalment  to 
January,  1839— (see  page  92.)  It  has  also  adopted 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  elections  declaring 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  members  duly  elect 
of  the  twenty-fifth  congress  from  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  on  Thursday  last,  by  a vote  of  123to 
91,  decided  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a nation- 
al bank.  The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  fis> 
ing  upon  the  9th  inst.  as  the  day  of  adjournmert, 
was  amended  in  the  house  by  substituting  the  16th, 
and  the  amendment  concurred  in  by  the  senate. 
Thus  it  is  settled,  unless  some  extraordinary  emer- 
gency should  occur,  that  both  houses  will  adjourn 
on  Monday  week.  _ I 

The  above  comprises  all  the  business  of  import- 
ance which  has  been  finally'  acted  upon  since  cpr 
last.  The  house  is  now  engaged  upon  the  senat ’s 
bill  to  authorize  an  emission  of  treasury  notes,  ahd 
to  make  certain  officers  rustodiaries  of  the  public 
-.o-iciiue,  Stc.  on  which  there  had  been  no  final  ac- 
tion at  our  last  intelligence  from  the  capitol. 

Elections.  An  election  was  held  in  Maryland 
on  Monday  last  for  members  of  the  legislature, 
which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  fifty  whigs  and 
thirty-six  friends  of  the  administration.  The  sen- 
ate, composed  of  fifteen  members,  is  entirely  whig, 
which  will  thus  give  that  party  a majority  oftwen- 
ty-nine  on  joint  ballot.  Particulars  in  our  rext. 

In  Georgia  the  election  for  governor  also  took 
place  on  Monday  last.  The  candidates  are  William 
Schley , the  present  governor,  a friend  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  George  R.  Gilmer , a member  of  the 
state  rights  party.  We  have  received  a few  re- 
turns, which,  however,  do  not  enable  us  to  form  any 
opinion  of  the  result. 

Elections  have  just  been  held  in  Connecticut  for 
town  officers.  They  appear  to  have  been  conduct- 
ed with  much  spirit,  and  under  the  whig  and  ad- 
ministration banners.  We  have  net  seen  an  au- 
thorized account  of  the  result. 

The  election  for  inspectors  of  election  commenc- 
ed in  Pennsylvania  on  Friday  the  29th  ult. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  election  in  the 
4th  district  in  Tennessee  for  a member  of  congress 


i place  of  the  late  col.  Standifer. 
Stone 

1,575 

Brown  ...... 

. 1,200 

Vernon  ..... 

1,020 

Van  Dvke  ..... 

. 770 

Miller  ..... 

432 

Rice  . . . . ' . 

. 568 

Turk 

224 

4,798 

All  the  candidates  are  whigs  except  Messrs.  Ver- 
non and  Miller.  Mr.  Stone  is  elected. 


Troops  for  Florida.  We  learn  from  the  Nash- 
ville Banner  that  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons, 
ordered  to  Florida,  arrived  at  that  city  on  the  23d 
ult.  from  Jefferson  barracks,  and  encamped  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Cumberland  river.  The  next 
morning  they  took  up  their  line  of  march.  Colonel 
Twiggs  was  detained  at  Hopkinsville  by  severe  in- 
disposition, and  the  regiment  is  under  the  temporary 
command  of  capt.  Tompkins. 
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General  Wool.  The  court  of  inquiry  held  at 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  on  the  4th  ult.  of 'which 
general  Scott  was  president,  for  the  trial  of  general 
Wool  for  his  conduct  in  the  Cherokee  campaign, 
has  fully  acquitted  that  officer  of  all  the  charges 
referred  against  him.  The  opinion  of  the  court 
as  been  approved  by  the  president,  and  shall  have 
a place  in  our  next. 

Fort  Gibson.  This  charnal  house  of  the  army 
is  still  very  unhealthy.  It  is  stated  that  out  of  220 
dragoons  there,  on  the  last  of  August,  70  were  on 
the  sick  list.  Lieut.  Suggett,  of  the  army,  died  a 
fortnight  before  that  time. 

New  Orleans.  Our  readers  will  learn  with 
pleasure  that  the  yellow  fever  is  rapidly  subsiding 
in  this  city,  and  that  there  are  lively  indications  of 
business  upon  the  levee.  The  spirit  of  duelling  is 
still  rife,  however,  and  some  whom  the  pestilence 
spared  have  fallen  victims  to  it.  Absentees  are  ad- 
vised not  to  return  for  the  present. 

Specie.  From  the  New  York  Commercial  of 
Wednesday.  There  were  no  sales  at  the  board  this 
morning.  We  note  American  gold  at  5a5J  prem.; 
half  dollars  5Ja54;  Spanish  dollars  at  6a7  do.;  Mex- 
ican do.  6a6^  do.;  five  franc  pieces  $L00a$1.00j; 
sovereigns  $5.09a$5.13;  doubloons  $16.70a — ; do. 
patriot  $16.40a$16.50. 

Treasury  drafts.  Sales  this  morning  of  $500  at 
4 per  cent,  premium;  we  note  them  at  4a4^  do. 

The  Boston  Courier  of  Monday  says:  “There 
has  been  but  little  call  for  money  this  week,  which 
is  plenty  at  6 per  cent,  on  prime  securities.” 

The  packet  ship  Erie,  at  New  York  from  Havre, 
is  said  to  have  on  board  a large  amount  of  specie, 
sent  out,  it  is  supposed,  for  the  purchase  of  cotton. 

Mr.  Jaudon.  A committee  of  persons  engaged 
in  various  commercial  pursuits  recently  addressed 
Mr.  Jaudon.  late  cashier  nf  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
and  tendered  him  an  invitation  to  a public  dinner, 
prior  to  his  departure  for  Europe.  In  his  reply, 
Mr.  Jaudon  says: 

“The  history  of  the  late  bank,  shows  that  it  main- 
tained the  highest  credit  to  the  last  hour  of  its  ex- 
istence, and  that  it  furnished  the  country  with  a 
currency  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  in  the  world. 
The  present  bank  commands,  as  you  well  know, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  unrivalled  confidence, 
which  it  so  well  deserves.  It  has  already  come  ef- 
fectually forward  to  the  relief  of  the  country,  in  a 
season  of  unequalled  difficulty  and  distress — and 
we  may  yet  hope  through  its  instrumentality,  to  see 
an  end  to  the  present  disorders,  and  the  restoration 
of  a sound  and  uniform  currency.” 

Money  market  in  Tennessee.  The  Nash- 
ville Banner  of  the  30th  ult.  says: 

Our  brokers  continue  to  offer  12|  per  cent,  for 
U.  S.  Bank  notes;  15  for  specie;  10al2{f  for  treasu- 
ry drafts  (according  to  their  size)  and  9al0  for 
Ohio  River  money — Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indiana. 
Banks  are  discounting  new  paper  with  some  libe- 
rality, having  reduced  their  liabilities  to  a safe 
compass.  The  Union  Bank  sold  on  Tuesday 
$150,000  in  the  post  notes  of  the  Girard  Bank, 
Philadelphia,  at  a premium  of  8 per  cent.  The 
amount  was  taken,  we  understand,  in  a few  mi- 
nutes. 

Indians.  The  number  of  Indians  in  Washington 
impart  great  variety  to  the  groups  which  throng  the 
avenue.  A few  days  since  another  deputation,  com- 
posed of  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Ioways,  in  charge  of 
maj.  Pilcher,  arrived  in  this  city.  Among  them  are 
Black  Hawk  and  his  son,  who  are  now  without 
rank  or  station  in  their  tribe,  and  the  celebrated 
Keo-kuck,  one  of  the  most  sagacious  Indians  on 
our  frontier.  They  were  also  invited  here  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a treaty  for  the  disposition 
of  their  lands  and  the  settlement  of  the  war  with 
the  Sioux,  which  has  not  only  been  attended  with 
great  loss  of  life,  but  rendered  it  dangerous  for 
traders  and  others  to  enter  their  territory.  They 
were  confronted,  very  unwisely  we  think,  with  the  i 
Sioux  on  Thursday  last,  in  Dr.  Laurie’s  church, 
when  a war  of  recrimination  and  sarcasm  ensued,  i 
which  would  not  have  discredited  the  councillors  < 


at  the  other  end  of  the  city.  Keo-kuck  was  the 
Thersites  of  the  day;  and  in  reply  to  one  of  the 
Sioux  orators,  who  said  that  the  ears  of  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  were  dull  and  must  be  pierced  with  a 
stick  of  wood  before  they  could  hear  the  counsels 
of  their  Great  Father,  replied — “Yes,  it  may  be 
true  that  our  ears  are  dull  and  that  wood  should  en- 
ter them  to  make  us  hear — but  the  ears  of  our  ene- 
mies are  stopped,  and  they  must  be  pierced  with 
iron  before  they  will  suffer  the  voice  of  our  Father 
to  enter.” 

A few  nights  ago,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  were  pre- 
sent at  the  theatre  on  the  night  of  Miss  Nelson’s 
benefit.  Delighted  with  the  novelty  and  splendor  of 
the  scene,  and  the  beauty  and  costume  of  the  fair 
beneficiary,  who  was  enacting  Perseus,  one  of  the 
chiefs  threw  his  war  cap,  ornamented  with  fea- 
thers of  the  eagle,  to  her,  as  an  offering,  as  the 
interpreter  said,  to  the  “Beauty  of  Washington!” 
It  was  gracefully  and  gratefully  accepted — when 
immediately  after  another  chief  threw  his  cap 
to  Miss  N.  who,  in  a brief  address,  acknowledged 
her  thanks,  and  in  return  presented  them  with  seve- 
ral ostrich  feathers  from  her  helmet  To  the  cap 
succeeded  two  buffalo  robes;  so  that  Miss  Nelson 
has  only  to  get  some  play- wright  to  write  an  Indian 
play  for  her,  and  she  can  appear  in  the  veritable 
Indian  costume.  Kean,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
presented  with  a complete  Indian  dress  by  a chief 
at  Montreal. 

The  Sioux  entertained  the  public  with  some  of 
their  war  dances  on  Wednesday  last  on  the  public 
square  at  the  corner  of  Fourteenth  street,  near 
Franklin  row.  The  ground  was  marshy  and  en- 
tirely unsuited  for  the  purpose,  and  the  disorderly 
conduct  of  the  crowd,  which  pressed  upon  the  poor 
Indians,  completed  their  annoyance,  and  compelled 
them  to  leave  the  greund,  evidently  much  disgusted 
with  the  rudeness  ofthe  civilized  savages  by  whom 
they  were  surrounded. 

Most  of  the  dancers  were  entirely  naked,  with 
the  exception  of  tie  breech-cloth;  their  bodies 
were  painted  black  and  red,  relieved  by  various  de- 
vices, the  figure  of  H>o  human  hand  being  the  most 
conspicuous.  Their  dancing  was  a succession  of 
short  jumps,  the  body  being  slightly  hent.  The 
“figures”  were  under  the  direction  of  a leader,  who 
at  first  slowly  described  a circle,  the  whole  set  fol- 
lowing in  Indian  file.  Their  speed  gradually  became 
“fast  and  furious,”  and  when  at  its  height  they 
darted  off  in  various  directions,  brandishing  their 
tomahawks  over  their  heads,  and  though  seemingly 
in  “adnired  disorder,”  there  was  much  beauty  and 
regula  ity  in  their  movements.  Among  the  dancers 
was  ore  in  a grotesque  dress,  who  performed  sun- 
dry antics  and  appeared  to  be  the  Polchinello,  or 
Mr.  Merryraan,  of  the  party.  He  affected  the  wag, 
and  his  jokes  were  much  relished  by  his  com- 
panions. During  the  dance  the  musicians  beat 
upon  a rude  drum,  and  the  dancers  and  their  friends 
sung  taeir  own  prowess  in  arms  and  the  glory  of 
their  tiibe,  which  had  all  the  effect  of  the  soul- 
stirringviol.  But  the  crowd  marred  their  sport,  and 
public  curiosity  was,  in  a great  measure,  baffled. 

A short  time  before  the  Sioux  retired,  the  depu- 
tation of  Sacs  and  Foxes  arrived  on  the  ground  in 
all  their  savage  finery,  with  feathery  pennons 
streaming  in  the  air.  It  was  their  intention,  also, 
to  dance  before  the  pale  faces,  in  rivalry  of  their 
old  enemies.  But  the  same  causes  which  dispersed 
the  Sioux,  induced  them  to  retire. 

The  negotiation  with  the  Sioux.  The 
councils  that  have  ’ recently  been  held  with  the 
Sioux  ofthe  Mississippi,  terminated  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  a treaty,  by  which  it  is  at  present  only  pro- 
per to  say  their  title  to  about  five  millions  of  acres 
of  land  was  extinguished  for  a consideration  of  one 
million  of  dollars.  The  tract  thus  acquired  lies 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  has  been  used  as  a 
hunting  ground,  the  dwellings  of  the  Indians  being 
on  the  west  side  ofthe  river.  They  still  retain  the 
privilege  of  hunting  on  the  land  they  have  ceded, 
so  that  there  is  but  little  reason  for  the  sentimental 
lamentations  that  some  writers  on  the  subject  have 
indulged  in.  The  condition  of  the  Indians  is  hardly 
changed;  they  have  relinquished  their  occupant  title, 
and  have  acquired,  in  large  annuities  and  other  bene- 
ficial stipulations,  the  means  of  improvement  for  an 
indefinite  future.  During  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
cils, which  were  numerously  attended,  a great  many 
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speeches  were  made  by  the  chiefs  and  braves. 
The  principal  speakers  were  Eee-hah-kaakow — 
(He  that  comes  last,)  a distinguished  brave,  and 
the  guardian  of  the  young  chief;  Tak-tape-saah — 
(Upsetting  Wind,)  Wah-keah-tnnkah — (BigThun- 
der,)  and  Hoe-yah-pah — (the  Eagle  Head.)  The 
general  characteristics  of  the  style  were  verboseness 
and  repetition;  of  the  manner,  action  often  vehe- 
ment, sometimes  highly  earnest  and  impassioned. 
At  the  last  council,  all  the  members  of  the  delega- 
tion had  something  to  say;  and  when  they  had  con- 
cluded, the  braves  stood  around  the  table,  and  sev- 
eral of  them  again  addressed  the  secretary  of  war. 
They  said  the  chiefs  were  unwilling  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  first  assenting  to  the  treaty,  and 
had  devolved  it  upon  them.  They  then  retired, 
and  one  by  one  the  chiefs  and  braves  affixed  their 
marks  to  the  paper.  Many  of  them,  before  doing 
this,  asked  for  explanations,  and  further  assurances, 
evincing  a commendable  solicitude  for  their  rela- 
tives of  mixed  blood,  and  for  some  persons  who 
had  entered  their  country  with  the  design  to  labor 
for  their  benefit.  Since  the  treaty  was  signed,  each 
of  them  has  received  a coat,  hat,  blanket,  leggins, 
epaulettes,  bands,  and  scarfs,  and  when  dressed  in 
full  uniform,  they  exhibit  more  lively  pleasure  than 
would  have  been  expected  from  the  apathy  of  In- 
dian character.  They  have  designated  six  of  their 
number,  whose  portraits  will  probably  be  taken  be- 
fore they  leave  the  city,  and  added  to  the  gallery  in 
the  war  department.  The  profile  of  one  of  them 
bears  a strong  resemblance  to  that  of  Napoleon,  and 
all  the  countenances  are  strongly  marked.  [Globe. 

Appointment  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Joseph  S.  Wilson,  to  be  principal  clerk  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  the  general  land  office. 

Sale  of  Indian  lands.  Jl  proclamation  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisioris  of  a treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  made 
and  concluded  on  Pontitoc  creek,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  October,  1832,  and  of  the  supplementary  and 
explanatory  articles  thereto,  made  and  concluded 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  tame  month;  and  also 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  made  and  concluded  at  the  city 
of  Washington  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May, 
1834;  I,  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known, 
that  a public  sale,  for  the  disposal  of  such  of  the 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  hy  the  said  In- 
dians, as  are  hereinafter  descrined,  shall  be  held  at 
the  land  office  at  Pontitoc,  in  Mississippi,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  January  next,  viz: 

West  of  the  Chickasaw  meridian  line. 

Township  6 of  range  No.  9. 

Townships  6 and  7 of  range  No.  10. 

Townships  6 and  7 of  range  No.  11. 

Fractional  township  4 and  township  6 of  range 
No.  12;  and 

Fractional  townships  4 and  6 of  range  No.  13. 

The  lands  selected  as  reservations,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  treaties,  are  to  be  excluded  from 
the  sale,  which  is  to  continue  open  for  two  weeks, 
and  no  longer. 

The  lands  will  be  offered  in  quarter  sections,  and 
fractional  quarter  sections,  where  such  exist. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
this  2d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1837. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

By  the  president: 

Jas.  Whitcomb,  commis’r  of  the  general  land  tjfice. 

Fees  on  bonds  for  duties.  The  following 
letter  from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  the  hon. 
Mr.  Curtis  of  the  house  of  representatives,  is  of 
much  interest  to  the  mercantile  community. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
September  30, 18S7. 

Sir:  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  lefarred 
to  this  office  your  letter  of  yesterday,  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  issuing  some  special  and  immediate 
direction  to  relieve  the  merchants  of  New  York 
from  the  payment  of  a retaining  fee  on  the  bonds 
for  duties  which  will  be  at  maturity  on  the  1st  of 
October. 

In  compliance  therewith,  I have  written  to  the 
district  attorney  at  New  York,  and  also  of  other 
principal  ports,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  taking 
no  measures  which  may  increase  any  expense  to 
the  parties  thereon,  except  in  cases  where,  in  the 
exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  he  is  of  opinion  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  will  be  impaired  there- 
by. I am  very  confident  that  this  suggestion  will 
attain  the  object  you  desire;  but  I am  aware  of  no 
authority  in  this  office  to  prevent  the  delivering  to 
the  district  attorney,  as  now  required  by  law,  of 
cu3tom-house  bonds  due  and  unpaid,  nor  to  inter- 


fere with  the  fees  established  by  law;  the  latter 
subject  is  under  the  control  of  the  district  judge. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Gilpin,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Edward  Curtis,  house  of  representatives. 

Florida.  The  following  letter  from  a corres- 
pondent of  the  Baltimore  American  at  Tampa  Bay, 
although  not  of  the  latest  date,  contains  informa- 
tion of  interest. 

Tampa  Bay,  September  11,  1837. 

Major  general  Jesup  and  staff,  left  here  to-day  in 
the  steamer  Hyperion,  for  Fort  White,  on  the  Santa 
Fe  river,  (a  branch  of  the  Suwanee),  a post  recent- 
ly established,  eighteen  miles  from  Newnansville. 
His  recent  tour  in  that  quarter  has  been  attended 
with  great  benefit  to  that  fiontier,  and  it  enables 
him  to  carry  on  his  future  operations  with  much 
greater  facility  than  in  the  last  campaign  in  that  re- 
gion. The  general  will  occupy  Charlott’s  Harbor 
speedily,  as  an  important  post  for  operations  be- 
tween this  and  the  lower  part  of  the  peninsula.  He 
will  also  have  several  other  important  points  occu- 
pied as  depots. 

“The  requisitions  made  by  the  major  general  on 
the  several  states,  will,  with  the  regular  troops  and 
western  Indians,  comprise  a field  force  of  at  least 
ten  thousand  men,  and  enable  him  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war  in  the  ensuing  campaign.  He  is  indefati- 
gable in  his  exertions,  and  if  he  is  not  ftdly  prepar- 
ed to  commence  operations  in  the  ensuing  month  of 
October,  it  will  not  be  his  fault.  He  has  expressed 
to  me  the  opinion  that  the  Seminoles  would  not  come 
in  without  a severe  chastisement.  His  health  has 
not  been  so  good  as  at  present  for  many  years. 

“The  steamer  Tomochichi  left  here  to-day  for 
Mobile,  with  the  remainder  of  the  friendly  Creeks, 
(who  came  here  a year  since  under  the  command 
of  the  lamented  Land)*for  Pass  Christian,  near 
New  Orleans. 

“By  general  orders  from  major  general  J.  of  this 
date,  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  marine  corps 
now  here  will  be  continued  under  the  command  of 
captain  William  Dulaney,  should  it  remain  to  go 
through  the  next  campaign — of  which  I think  there 
is  no  doubt,  from  its  efficiency  and  the  high  esti- 
mation in  which  it  is  held  by  the  major  general. 
Captain  D.  is  the  only  officer  here  who  came  out 
originally  in  the  command  of  a company,  and  this 
command  he  has  held  during  the  two  campaigns. 
His  junior  officers  are  lieutenant  Caldwell,  acting 
adjutant,  and  lieutenants  Young  and  Watson. 
LJcoleiiaiil  Benin,  witn  twelve  marines,  is  detach- 
ed and  has  in  charge  the  Seminole  prisoners,  at 
Fort  Pike;  major  Zantzinger,  with  a company  of 
artillery,  has  been  detailed  to  relieve  lieutenant  T. 
and  the  latter  with  his  detachment  is  ordered  to 
join  the  corps  at  this  post  forthwith.” 

General  Scott.  We  understand  that  general 
Scott  addressed  a letter  on  the  26th  September  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  respectfully  claiming  the  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  Florida  war.  He  rests  his 
claim  upon  the  grounds,  that  the  theatre  of  operations 
constitutes  a part  of  the  geographical  division,  of 
which  he  is  the  commander;  that  nearly  all  the 
troops  of  the  division  are  ordered  to  Florida,  and 
that  he  is  the  senior  in  rank  of  the  officer  who  is  at 
present  commanding  the  troops  in  that  quarter.. 

We  have  not  understood  what,  or  whether  any, 
reply  has  been  made  to  this  application. 

The  Virginia  delegation,  being  apprized  of  his 
application,  were  making,  without  any  agency  of 
his,  a strong,  but  respectful  appeal  in  behalf  of  this 
most  reasonable  request. — Richmond  Enquirer. 

It  is  understood  here  that  a compliance  with  this 
request  has  been  declined  by  the  war  department. 

[Nat.  Intel. 

The  ex-president.  General  Jackson  arrived 
in  this  city  from  the  Hermitage,  on  Tuesday  last, 
on  a visit  to  his  old  associates;  and  departed  on 
Thursday  evening.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  a gratifi- 
cation to  the  numerous  friends  of  the  venerable  ex- 
president to  learn  that,  since  his  return  to  Tennes- 
see, his  health  has  much  improved;  and  although 
retired  from  public  life,  his  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  country,  the  stability  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions, continues  unabated. 

There  was  one  circumstance  connected  with  the 
visit  of  general  Jackson,  w’ith  which  we  were 
forcibly  struck,  and  that  is  the  marked  attention, 
and  enthusiastic  respect,  with  which  he  was  treated 
during  his  brief  stay.  Wherever  he  went,  a crowd 
was  attracted,  all  anxious  to  take  him  by  the  hand 
as  a manifestation  of  their  regard.  This,  consider- 
ing that  he  is  now  plain  Andrew  Jackson,  divested 
of  the  insignia  and  attributes  of  office,  both  milita- 
ry and  civil — a private  citizen  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  his  farm — cannot  be  less  grateful  to  his 


feelings  than  honorable  to  his  character;  being  the  - 
spontaneous  offering  of  a generous  people,  with 
whomhe  has  spent  nearly  half  a century — a people 
who  know  him  well,  and  can  therefore  estimate  his  i 
virtues  and  appreciate  his  worth. 

[Nashville  paper. 

Naval  court  martial  (official).  Navy  de- 
partment, October  2, 1837.  The  court  martial  which 
convened  at  Gosport  on  the  10th  of  July,  for  the 
trial  of  commander  William  Ramsay  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  terminated  its  sittings  on  the  12th  of 
August  last. 

The  court  found  commander  Ramsay  guilty  of 
neglect  of  duty,  in  not  fulfilling  the  orders  of  the 
navy  department,  which  directed  him  to  afford  to 
captains  Woolsey  and  Claxton,  and  master  com- 
mandant Shubrick,  commissioners  for  surveying 
certain  harbors,  &c.  every  facility  in  discharging  a 
duty  imposed  upon  them  under  a resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  and  guilty  of  other 
charges  and  specifications  exhibited  against  him; 
which  finding  of  the  court  was  approved  by  the  se-  1 
cretary  of  the  navy,  except  the  second  specification  |[ 
of  the  third  charge,  which  was  considered  as  includ- 
ed in  another  charge  and  specification. 

The  court  sentenced  the  accused  “to  be  reduced 
in  rank,  so  as  to  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  list  of 
commanders,  as  it  now  appears  on  the  register  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States.” 

But  degrading  a commissioned  officer,  and  placing 
him  at  the  foot  of  the  list  of  officers  of  his  grade, 
being  considered  an  unusual,  and  in  this  case,  im- 
proper punishment,  the  sentence  of  the  court  was 
not  approved,  and  commander  Ramsay  has  been 
restored  to  duty. 

The  Independence  in  the  Baltic.  Ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  U.  S. 
sh  p Independence,  to  a gentleman  in  Washington 
city: 

“United  States  ship  Independence,  } 

“ Cronstadt,  Jlug.  5,  1837.  5 

“This  day  week  we  anchored  in  this  place,  and 
at  about  1 o’clock  of  the  same  day,  the  emperor  l 
[of  Russia]  visited  the  ship  incog.,  with  all  his 
ministers,  among  whom  was  the  distinguished  di- 
plomatist, count  Nesselrode.  It  was  his  wish  to 
ha.-e  visited  and  left  the  ship  without  being  recog- 
ni2ed.  But, in  this  he  was  disappointed;  for  it  was  i 
socn  whispered  among  the  crew,  that  the  emperor 
Nicholas  was  on  board;  and,  indeed,  it  required 

but  little  penetration  to  ....  m rnvvd  tile  1 

man  who  is  considered  the  best  looking  personage 
in  all  his  dominions.  On  his  leaving  our  ship,  we 
uunned  the  yards,  ran  the  Russian  flag  to  the  main- 
mast head,  and  saluted  him  with  forty-one  guns, 
whith  were  immediately  returned  by  the  same  num- 
ber, fy  one  of  his  frigates;  he  (the  emperor)  caus- 
ing tie  American  flag  to  be  hoisted  at  his  mast 
head;  \n  honor,  it  is  said,  never  before  paid  to  any 
foreignnation. 

“Thenext  day,  his  favorite  steamer  came  down, 
and  conl-eyed  the  commodore  and  Mr.  Dallas  to 
Peterholl,  his  summer  residence.  Last  Monday 
evening.  Smother  boat  of  the  emperor’s  came  down, 
and  took  a number  of  officers,  including  myself,  to 
the  palace.  On  our  landing  from  the  boat,  we 
found  the  emperor's  carriages,  with  splendid  horses, 
waiting  for  us,  with  a general,  one  of  the  emperor’s 
aids,  to  conduct  us.  We  were  taken  round  the 
gardens  and  then  to  the  opera,  where  we  saw  the 
emperor,  the  empress,  and  their  daughter,  the  grand 
duchess.  The  day  following,  one  of  the  emperor’s 
boats  was  sent  down  to  take  Mr.  Dallas  to- St.  Pe- 
tersburg. Several  officers,  with  myself,  accompa- 
nied Mr.  Dallas,  and,  after  dining  with  him,  went 
in  the  evening  to  one  of  the  most  beautiful  opera 
houses  I had  ever  seen;  where,  it  was  said,  there 
were  more  than  three  hundred  persons  on  the  stage 
at  the  same  time — forty  of  them  female  dancers, 
not  inferior,  in  my  opinion,  to  Madame  Celeste. 

“It  took  me  three  hours  and  a half  to  walk 
through  the  winter  palace,  and  four  to  go  through 
the  armory.  The  latter  place  contains  two  hun- 
dred thousand  stand  of  arms,  in  perfect  order,  be- 
sides all  the  standards  taken  from  the  Turks._  I 
saw  several  curiosities  of  the  empress  Catharine; 
the  gig  that  Peter  the  Great  rode  in,  and  his  tri- 
umphal chariot;  and  all  the  dresses  worn  by  the 
emperors  and  empresses,  from  the  time  of  Catha- 
rine and  Peter  the  Great,  down  to  the  present  day. 

I visited  some  of  the  most  splendid  and  richest 
churches,  perhaps,  in  the  world. 

“Whilst  we  remained  at  St.  Petersburg,  one  of 
the  emperor’s  aids  accompanied  us  every  where, 
and  extended  to  us  every  civility  and  attention  in 
his  power.  It  would  have  taken  me  several  months 
to  have  indulged  my  curiosity.  I need  not  add, 
that  I was  exceedingly  pleased  with  my  visit,  and 
highly  gratified  at  the  attentions  paid  us.” 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN,  OF  S.  C. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  bill  author- 
izing an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  Monday,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1837. 

Mr.  Pbesident:  An  extraordinary  course  of 
events,  with  which  ail  are  too  familiar  to  need 
recital,  has  separated  in  fact,  the  government  and 
the  banks.  What  relation  shall  they  bear  hereaf- 
ter? Shall  the  banks  again  be  used  as  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government?  lie  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money?  And,  above  all,  shall  their  notes  be  con- 
sidered and  treated  as  money,  in  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  government?  This  is  the  great 
and  leading  question;  one  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  full  of  consequences.  I have  given  it  my  most 
anxious  and  deliberate  attention;  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  reached  the  period  when 
the  interest  bqfh  of  the  government  and  the  banks 
forbid  a reunion.  I now  propose  to  olfer  my  rea- 
sons for  this  conclusion.  I shall  do  it  with  that 
perfect  frankness  due  to  the  subject,  to  the  country, 
and  to  the  position  I occupy.  All  I ask  is,  that  I 
may  be  heard  with  a candor  and  fairness  corres- 
ponding to  the  sincerity  with  which  I shall  deliver 
my  sentiments. 

Those  who  support  a reunion  of  the  banks  and 
the  government,  have  to  overcome  a preliminary 
difficulty.  They  are  now  separated,  by  operation 
of  law,  and  cannot  be  united  while  the  present  state 
of  things  continue,  W'ithout  repealing  the  law  which 
has  disjoined  them.  I ask,,  who  is  willing  to  pro- 
pose its  repeal?  Is  there  any  one  who,  during  tie 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  would  advocate  thtir 
employment  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  governmeit, 
who  would  make  them  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  or  who  would  receive  and  pay  awry 
their  notes  in  the  public  dues?  If  there  be  none,  thin 
it  results  the  separation  must  continue  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  that  the  reunion  must  be  the  work  if 
time,  and  depending  on  the  contingency  of  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments. 

But  suppose  this  difficulty  to  be  removed,  aid 
that  the  banks  were  regularly  redeeming  thdr 
notes,  from  what  party  in  this  body  can  the  propl- 
sition  come,  or  by  which  can  it  be  supported,  fora 
reunion  between  them  and  the  government?  Wifi, 
after  what  has  happened,  can  advocate  the  reunion 
of  the  government  with  the  league  of  state  banlfe? 
Can  the  opposition,  who  for  years  have  been  ip- 
nouncing  it  as  the  most  dangerous  instrument  of 
power,  and  efficient  means  of  corrupting  and  ccfi- 
trolling  the  government  and  the  country?  Can  thty, 
««cr  tne  exact  fulfilment  of  all  their  predictions  of 
disastrous  consequences  from  the  connection,  now 
turn  round  and  support  that  which  they  have  so  long 
and  loudly  condemned?  We  have  heard  much  from 
the  opposite  side  of  untried  experiments  on  the 
currency.  I concur  in  the  justice  of  the  censure. 
Nothing  can  be  more  delicate  than  the  curiency. 
Nothing  can  require  to  be  more  delicately  hrndled. 
It  ought  never  to  be  tampered  with,  nor  touched, 
until  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary.  Bit  if  un- 
tried experiments  justly  deserve  censure,  vhat  con- 
demnation would  a repetition  of  an  experiment 
that  has  failed  deserve?  An  experiment  tnat  has  so 
signally  failed,  both  in  the  opinion  of  supporters 
and  opponents,  as  to  call  down  the  bitte'  denuncia- 
tion of  those  w’ho  tried  it.  If  to  make  the  experi- 
ment was  folly,  the  repetition  would  oe  madness. 
But  if  the  opposition  cannot  support  the  measure, 
how  can  it  be  expected  to  receive  support  from  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  in  wiose  hands  the 
experiment  has  so  signally  failed,  as  to  call  down 
from  them  execrations  deep  and  laid? 

If,  Mr.  President,  there  be  ary  one  point  fully 
established  by  experience  and  reason,  I hold  it  to 
be  the  utter  incorapetency  of  the  state  banks  to 
furnish  of  themselves,  a sound  and  stable  currency'. 
They  may  succeed  in  prosperous  times,  but  the  first 
adverse  current  necessarily  throws  them  into  utter 
confusion.  Nor  has  any  device  been  found  to  give 
them  the  requisite  strength  and  stability,  but  a great 
central  and  controling  bank,  instituted  under  the 
authority  of  this  government.  I go  further.  If  we 
must  continue  our  connexion  with  the  banks — if 
we  must  receive  and  pay  away  their  notes  as  mo- 
ney, we  not  only  have  the  right  to  regulate  and  give 
uniformity  and  stability  to  them,  but  we  are  bound 
to  do  so,  and  to  use  the  most  efficient  means  for  that 
purpose.  The  constitution  makes  it  our  duty  to 
lay  and  collect  the  taxes  and  duties  uniformly 
throughout  the  union,  to  fulfil  which  we  are  bound 
to  give  the  highest  possible  equality  of  value 
throughout  every  part  of  the  country',  to  whatever 
medium  it  may  be  collected  in;  and  if  that  be  bank 
notes,  to  adopt  the  most  effective  means  of  accom- 
plishing it,  which  experience  has  show'n  to  be  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  This  has  been  long 
my  opinion.  I enlertained  it  in  1816,  and  repeated 
it  in  my  place  here  on  the  deposite  question  in  1834. 
The  only  alternative,  then,  is,  disguise  it  as  you  I 
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may,  between  a disconnexion  and  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  real  issue  to  which  all 
must  come,  and  ought  now  to  be  openly  and  fairly 
met. 

But  there  are  difficulties,  in  the  way  of  a nation- 
al bank,  no  less  formidable  than  a re-connection  with 
the  state  banks.  It  is  utterly  impracticable  at  pre- 
sent to  establish  one.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  a majority  of  the  people,  of  the  United  States 
are  deliberately  and  unalterably  opposed  to  it.  At 
all  events,  there  is  a numerous,  respectable  and 
powerful  party',  I refer  to  the  old  states  rights  party, 
whe  are,  and  ever  have  been,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  government,  opposed  to  the  bank,  and  whose 
opinions  thus  long  and  firmly  entertained,  ought  at 
least  to  be  so  much  respected  as  to  forbid  the  crea- 
tion of  one  without  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion. To  this  must  be  added  the  insuperable  diffi- 
culty, that  the  executive  branch  of  the  government 
is  openly  opposed  to  it,  and  pledged  to  interpose 
his  veto,  on  constitutional  grounds,  should  a bill  pass 
to  incorporate  one.  For  four  years  at  least,  then, 
it  will  be  impracticable  to  charter  a bank.  What 
must  be  done  in  the  mean  time?  Shall  the  treasury 
be  organized  to  perform  the  functions,  which  have 
been  recently  discharged  by  the  banks,  or  shall  the 
state  institutions  be  again  employed  until  a bank 
can  be  created?  In  the  one  case,  we  shall  have  the 
so  much  vilified  and  denounced  sub-treasury,  as  it 
is  called;  and  in  the  other,  difficulties  insurmounta- 
ble would  grow  up  against  the  establishment  of  a 
bank.  Let  the  state  institutions  be  once  reinstated 
and  re-united  to  the  government  as  their  fiscal 
agents,  and  they  will  be  found  the  first  and  most 
strenuous  opponents  of  a national  bank,  by  which 
they  would  be  overshadowed  and  curtailed  in  their 
profits.  I hold  it  certain,  that  in  prosperous  times, 
when  the  state  banks  are  in  full  operation,  it  is  im- 
possible to  establish  a national  bank.  Its  creation, 
then,  should  their  union  with  the  state  banks  take 
place,  will  be  postponed,  until  some  disaster,  simi- 
lar to  the  present,  shall  again  befall  the  country. 
But  it  requires  little  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy  to 
see,  that  such  another  disaster  would  be  the  death 
of  the  whole  system.  Already  it  has  had  two  pa- 
ralytic strokes — the  third  would  prove  fatal. 

But  suppose  these  difficulties  were  overcome,  I 
would  still  be  opposed  to  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank.  So  far  from  affording  the  relief,  which  many 
anticipate,  it  would  be  the  most  disastrous  measure 
that  could  be  adopted.  As  great  as  is  the  calamity 
under  w'hich  the  country  is  suffering,  it  is  nothing 
to  w’hat  would  follow  the  creation  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, under  existing  circumstances.  In  order  to 

compel  the  slate  ilialilutiulio  Id  pay  tic  lank 

must  have  a capital  as  great,  or  nearly  as  great,  in 
proportion  to  the  existing  institutions,  as  the  late 
bank  had  when  established,  to  those  of  that  day. 
This  w'ould  give  it  an  immense  capital,  not  much 
less  than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of  w’hich 
a large  proportion,  say  twenty  millions,  must  be 
specie.  From  what  source  is  it  to  be  derived?  From 
the  state  banks?  It  would  empty  their  vaults,  and 
leave  them  in  the  most  helpless  condition.  From 
abroad,  and  England  in  particular?  It  would  re-pro- 
duce that  revulsive  current,  which  has  lately  co- 
vered the  country  with  desolation.  The  tide  is  still 
running  to  Europe,  and  if  forced  back  by  any  arti- 
ficial cause,  before  the  foreign  debt  is  paid,  cannot 
but  be  followed  by  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

But  suppose  this  difficulty  overcome,  and  the 
bank  re-established,  I ask  what  would  be  the  ef- 
fects under  such  circumstances?  Where  would  it 
find  room  for  business,  commensurate  with  its  ex- 
tended capital,  without  crushing  the  state  institu- 
tions, enfeebled  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  means 
in  order  to  create  the  instrument  of  their  oppres- 
sion? A few  of  the  more  vigorous  might  survive; 
but  the  far  greater  portion,  with  their  debtors,  cre- 
ditors, and  stockholders,  would  be  involved  in  com- 
mon ruin.  The  bank  would,  indeed,  give  a specie 
currency,  not  by  enabling  the  existing  institutions 
to  resume,  but  by  destroying  them  and  taking  their 
place. 

Those  who  take  a different  view,  and  so  fondly 
anticipate  relief  from  a national  bank,  are  deceived, 
by  a supposed  analogy  between  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  and  that  of  1816,  when  the  late 
bank  was  chartered,  after  the  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. I was  an  actor  in  that  scene,  and  may  be 
permitted  to  speak  in  relation  to  it  with  some  little 
authority.  Between  the  tvvo  periods,  there  is  little 
or  no  analogy.  They  stand  almost  in  contrast.  In 
1816,  the  government  was  a debtor  to  the  banks, 
now'  it  is  a creditor;  a difference  of  the  greatestim- 
portance,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is  concerned. 
The  banks  had  over  issued,  it  is  true,  but  their  over 
issues  w'ere  to  the  government;  a solvent  and  able 
debtor,  whose  credit  held  by  the  banks  in  the  shape 
of  stock,  was  at  par.  It  w'as  their  excessive  issues 
to  the  government  on  its  stock,  whieh  mainly  caused 
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the  suspension;  in  proof  of  which,  it  is  a remarka- 
ble fact,  that  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper  under 
gold  and  silver  was  about  equal  to  the  proportion 
which  the  government  stock  held  by  the  banks 
bore  to  their  issues.  It  was  this  excess  that  hung 
on  the  market  and  depressed  the  value  of  their 
notes.  The  solution  is  easy.  The  banks  took  the 
government  stock  payable  in  twelve  years,  and  is- 
sued their  notes  for  the  same,  payable  on  demand, 
in  violation  of  the  plainest  principles  of  banking. 
It  followed,  of  course,  that  when  their  notes  were 
presented  for  payment,  they  had  nothing  but  go- 
vernment stock  to  meet  them.  But  its  stock  W’as 
at  par,  and  all  the  banks  had  to  do  was  to  go  into 
market  with  the  stock  they  held,  and  take  up  their 
notes,  and  thus  the  excess  which  hung  upon  the 
market  and  depressed  Iheir  value,  would  have  been 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  the  residue  would 
have  risen  to  par,  or  nearly  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
when  specie  payments  might  be  easily  resumed. 
This  they  were  unwilling  to  do.  They  were  pro- 
fiting every  way;  by  drawing  interest  on  the  stock; 
by  discounting  on  it  as  capital,  and  by  its  continu- 
ed rise  in  the  market.  It  became  necessary  to 
compel  them  to  surrender  these  advantages.  Two 
methods  presented  themselves;  one  a bankrupt  law', 
and  the  other  a national  bank.  I was  opposed  to 
the  former,  then,  as  I am  now.  I regarded  it  as  a 
harsh  unconstitutional  measure — opposed  to  the 
rights  of  the  states.  If  they  have  not  surrendered 
the  rights  to  incorporate  banks,  as  is  conceded, 
its  exercise  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  action  of 
this  government,  which  has  no  power,  but  wdiat 
is  expressly  granted,  and  no  authority  to  control 
the  states  in  the  exercise  of  their  reserved  powers. 
It  remained  to  resoit  to  a national  bank,  as  the 
means  of  compulsion  It  proved  effectual.  Specie 
payments  were  restored,  but  even  with  this  stri- 
king advantage,  it  was  followed  by  great  pressure 
in  1818,  ’19,  and  ’20  as  all  who  are  old  enough  to 
rememberthat  perioc  must  recollect.  Such  in  fact, 
must  ever  be  the  corsequence  of  resumption,  when 
forced  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances;  and 
such  accordingly  it  proved  even  in  England  with 
all  her  resources,  anl  with  all  the  caution  she  used 
in  restoring  a specie  circulation,  after  the  long  sus- 
pension of  1797.  Vhat  then,  would  be  its  effects 
in  the  present  condtion  of  the  country,  when  the 
government  is  a creditor,  instead  of  a debtor, 
where  there  are  so  uany  newly  created  banks  with- 
out established  credt;  when  the  over  issues  are  so 
great;  and  when  so  large  a portion  of  the  debtors 
are  not  in  a condifim  to  be  coerced?  As  great  as  is 
the  tide  of  disaster  which  is  passing  over  the  land, 
;t  would  be  as  nothing  to  what  would  follow  were  a 
national  bank  to  be  established  as  me  III  of  o0_ 
ercing  specie  payments. 

I arr  bound  to  speak  w'ithout  reserve  on  this  im- 
portant point.  My  opinion  then  is  that,  if  it  should 
be  determined  to  compel  the  restoration  of  specie 
paynants  by  the  agency  of  banks,  there  is  but  one 
way, but  to  that  I have  insuperable  objections:  I 
meat  the  adoption  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank  of  the 
Unit'd  States,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government. 
It  is  ilready  in  operation,  and  sustained  by  great 
resoirces  and  powerful  connexions,  both  at  home 
and  aroad.  Through  its  agency  specie  payments 
migh  undoubtedly  be  restored,  and  that  with  far 
less  isaster  than  through  a newly  created  bank: 
but  ret  without  severe  pressure.  I cannot,  however, 
vote  or  such  a measure:  I cannot  agree  to  give  a 
prefeEnce,  and  such  advantages  to  a bank  of  one 
of  the  members  of  this  confederacy,  over  that  of 
others — a bank  dependent  upon  the  will  of  a state, 
and  s bject  to  its  influence  and  control.  I cannot 
conse  t to  confer  such  favors  on  the  stockholders, 
many  if  whom,  if  rumor  is  to  be  trusted,  are  foreign 
capitaists,  and  without  claim  on  the  bounty  of  the 
goverrment.  But  if  all  these,  and  many  other  ob- 
jection were  overcome,  there  is  still  one  which  I 
cannotsurmount. 

Thee  has  been,  as  wTe  all  know,  a conflict  be- 
tween >ne  of  the  departments  of  the  government 
and  tint  institution,  in  which,  in  my  opinion,  the 
departnent  was  the  assailant:  but  I cannot  consent, 
after  what  has  occurred,  to  give  to  the  bank  a tri- 
umph ever  the  government,  for  such  its  adoption  as 
the  fiscil  agent  of  the  government  would  necessa- 
rily be  lonsidered.  It  would  degrade  the  govern- 
ment ir  the  eyes  of  our  citizens  and  of  the  w'orld; 
and  go  Tar  to  make  that  bank  the  government  itself. 

But  f all  these  difficulties  were  overcome,  there 
are  others,  to  me,  wholly  insurmountable.  I belong 
to  the  state  rights  party,  which  at  all  times,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  government  to  this  day,  has 
been  opposed  to  such  an  institution,  as  unconstitu- 
tional, inexpedient,  and  dangerous.  They  have 
ever  d'eaded  the  union  of  the  political  and  monied 
power;  and  the  central  action  ol  the  government  to 
which  it  so  strongly  tends;  and  at  all  times  have 
strenuously  resisted  their  junction.  Time  and  ex- 
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perience  have  confirmed  the  truth  of  their  princi- 
ples; and  this  above  all  other  periods  is  the  one  at 
which  it  would  be  most  dangerous  to  depart  from 
them.  Acting  on  them,  I have  never  given  my 
countenance  or  support  to  a national  bank,  but  un- 
der a compulsion  which  I felt  to  be  imperious,  and 
never  without  an  open  declaration  of  my  opinion 
as  unfavorable  to  a bank. 

In  supporting  the  bank  of  1816, 1 openly  declared 
that  as  a question  de  novo,  I would  be  decidedly 
against  the  bank,  and  would  be  the  last  to  give  it 
my  support.  I also  stated  that  in  supporting  the 
bank  then,  I yielded  to  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
growing  out  of  the  then  existing  and  long  establish- 
ed connexion  between  the  government  and  the 
banking  system.  I took  the  ground  even  at  that 
early  period,  that  so  long  as  the  connexion  existed; 
so  long  as  the  government  received  and  paid  aw7ay 
bank  notes,  as  money,  they  were  bound  to  regulate 
their  value,  and  had  no  alternative  but  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank.  I found  the  connexion  in 
existence  and  established  before  my  time,  and  over 
which  I could  have  no  control.  I yielded  to  the 
necessity  in  order  to  correct  the  disordered  state  ot 
the  currency,  which  had  fallen  exclusively  under 
the  control  of  the  states.  I yielded  to  W’hat  I could 
not  reverse,  just  as  any  member  of  the  senate  now 
would,  who  might  believe  that  Louisiana  was  un- 
constitutionally admitted  into  the  union,  but  who 
would,  nevertheless,  feel  compelled  to  vote  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  to  that  state,  as  one  of  its  members, 
on  the  ground  that  its  admission  was  an  act,  whe- 
ther constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  which  he 
could  not  reverse. 

In  1834  I acted  in  conformity  to  the  same  princi- 
ple, in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter 
for  ashort  period.  My  object,  as  expressly  avowed, 
was  to  use  the  bank  to  break  the  connexion  between 
the  government  and  the  bankirg  system  gradually 
in  order  to  avert  the  catastrophe  which  has  now1  be- 
fallen us,  and  which  I then  cteady  perceived.  But 
the  connexion  which  I believed  to  be  irreversible 
in  1816,  has  now  been  broken  ly  operation  of  la,w. 
It  is  now  an  open  question.  Ifeel  myself  free  for 
the  first  time,  to  choose  my  coirse  on  this  import- 
ant subject,  and,  in  opposing  abank,  I act  in  con- 
formity to  principles  which  I have  entertained  ever 
since  I have  fully  investigated  tie  subject. 

But  my  opposition  to  a reuiion  with  the  banks 
is  not  confined  to  objections  iimted  to  a national  or 
state  banks.  It  goes  beyond,  and  comprehends 
others  of  a more  general  naturerelating  to  the  cur- 
rency, which  to  me  are  decisive  I am  of  the  im- 
pression that  the  connexion  has  r-  most  pernicious 
influence  over  bank  currency-,  that  it  tends  to  dis- 
turb that  stabilitv  ana  uniformity  of  value  whlcli  is 
OToeimar  to  a sound  currency,  and  is  among  the 
leading  causes  of  that  tendency  to  expansion  and 
contraction,  which  experience  has  shown  i!  inci- 
dent to  bank  notes,  as  a currency.  They  are  n my 
opinion,  at  best,  without  the  requisite  qualities  to 
constitute  a currency  even  when  unconnectedivith 
the  government,  and  are  doubly  disqualified  by 
reason  of  that  connexion,  which  subjects  then  to 
sudden  expansions  and  contractions,  and  expses 
them  to  fatal  catastrophies,  such  as  the  present 

I will  explain  my  views.  A bank  note  circu- 
lates not  merely  on  account  of  the  credit  of  tit  in- 
stitution by  which  it  is  issued,  but  because  govern- 
ment receives  it  like  gold  and  silver  in  all  its  <ues, 
and  thus  adds  its  own  credit  to  that  of  the  lank. 
It,  in  fact,  virtually  endorses  on  the  note  of  every 
specie-paying  bank,  “receivable  by  government  in 
its  dues.”  To  understand  how  greatly  this  ads  to 
the  circulation  of  bank  notes,  we  must  remenber 
that  government  is  the  great  money  dealer  <f  the 
country,  and  the  holder  of  immense  public  douains, 
and  that  it  has  the  power  of  creating  a denand 
against  every  citizen  as  high  as  it  pleases,  (n  the 
shape  of  a tax  or  duty,  which  can  be  discharged, 
as  the  lawr  now  is,  only  by  bank  notes  or  god  and 
silver.  This,  of  course,  cannot  but  add  greitly  to 
the  credit  of  bank  notes,  and  contribute  mich  to 
their  circulation,  though  ft  may  be  difficult^  de- 
termine with  any  precision  to  what  extent,  tt  cer- 
tainly is  very  great.  For  why  is  it  that  an  individual 
of  the  first  credit,  whose  responsibility  is  soindis- 
putable,  that  his  friend  of  equal  credit  endones  his 
note  for  nothing,  should  put  his  with  his  fiend’s, 
being  their  joint  credit,  into  a bank,  and  take  out 
tne  notes  ot  the  bank,  which  is  in  fact  but  the  credit 
of  the  bank  itself,  and  pays  six  per  cent,  discount 
between  the  credit  of  himself  and  his  frierd  and 
that  of  the  bank?  The  known  and  established  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  but  there  is  another 
and  powerful  one.  The  government  treats  the 
credit,  of  the  bank  as  gold  and  silver  in  all  its  trans- 
actions, and  does  not  treat  the  credit  Of  individuals 
in  the  same  manner.  To  test  the  truth,  let  us  re- 
verse the  case,  and  suppose  the  government  to  treat 
the  joint  credit  of  the  individuals  as  money,  and  not 


the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  is  it  not  obvious  that 
instead  of  borrowing  from  the  bank  and  paying  six 
per  cent,  discount,  the  bank  would  be  glad  to  bor- 
row from  him  on  the  same  terms.  From  this  we 
may  perceive  the  powerful  influence  which  bank 
circulation  derives  from  the  connexion  with  the 
credit  of  the  government. 

It  follows  as  a necessary  consequence,  that  to  the 
extent  of  this  influence,  the  issues  of  the  banks 
expand  and  contract  with  the  expansion  and  con- 
traction of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  government;  with 
the  increase  of  its  duties,  taxes,  income  and  ex- 
penditure; with  the  deposites  in  its  vaults  acting  as 
additional  capital,  and  the  amount  of  bank  notes 
withdrawn,  in  consequence,  from  circulation;  all  of 
which  must  directly  affect  the  amount  of  their  busi- 
ness and  issues,  and  bank  currency  must  of  course 
partake  o£  all  those  vibrations  to  which  the  fiscal 
action  of  the  government  is  necessarily  exposed, 
and  when  great  and  sudden,  must  expose  the  system 
to  catastrophies,  such  as  we  now  witness.  In  fact, 
a more  suitable  instance  cannot  be  selected,  to 
illustrate  the  truth  of  what  I assert,  than  the  pre- 
sent, as  I shall  proceed  to  show: 

To  understand  tbe  causes  which  have  led  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  we  must  go  back  to  the 
year  1824,  when  the  tariff  system  triumphed  in 
congress — a system  which  imposed  duties,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  to  encourage  the  indus- 
try of  one  portion  of  the  union  at  the  expense  of  the 
other.  This  was  followed  up  by  the  act  of  1828, 
which  consummated  the  system.  It  raised  the  du- 
ties so  extravagantly,  that  out  of  an  annual  impor- 
tation of  sixty-four  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
the  treasury:  that  is,  government  took  one-half  for 
the  liberty  of  introducing  the  other.  Countless 
millions  were  thus  poured  into  the  treasury  beyond 
the  w'ants  of  the  government,  which  became  in  time 
the  source  of  the  most  extravagant  expenditures. 
This  vast  increase  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
was  followed  by  a corresponding  expansion  of  the 
business  of  the  banks.  They  had  to  discount  and 
issue  freely  to  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
duty  bonds,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  vastly  increased 
expenditures  of  the  government.  Another  effect 
followed  the  act  of  1828,  which  gave  a still  farther 
expansion  to  the  action  of  the  banks,  and  which  is 
worthy  of  notice.  It  turned  the  exchange  with 
England  in  favor  of  this  country.  That  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  our  exports,  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  high  duties,  could  no  longer  return  with 
profit,  in  the  usual  articles  which  we  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  principally  from  that  country 
in  exchange  for  our  exports,  returned  in  gold  and 
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north.  This  was  the  first  cause  which  gave  that 
western  direction  to  the  precious  metals,  the  revul- 
sive return  of  which  has  been  followed  by  so  many 
disasters.  With  the  exchange  in  our  favor,  and 
consequently  no  demand  for  gold  and  silver  abroad, 
and  the  vast  demand  for  money  attendant  on  an 
increase  of  the  revenue,  almost  every  restraint  was 
removed  on  the  discounts  and  issues  of  the  banks, 
especially  in  the  northern  section  of  the  union, 
where  these  causes  principally  operated.  With 
their  increase,  wages  and  price  of  every  description 
rose  in  proportion,  followed  of  course  by  an  increas- 
ing demand  on  the  banks  for  further  issues.  This 
is  the  true  cause  of  that  expansion  of  tbe  currency, 
which  began  about  the  commencement  of  the  late 
administration;  but  which  was  erroneously  charged 
by  it  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  rose  out 
of  the  action  of  the  government.  The  bank  in  in- 
creasing its  business,  acted  inobedience  tothe  con- 
dition of  things  at  the  time,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  banks  generally  in  the  same  section.  It  was  at 
this  juncture  that  the  late  administration  came  into 
power — a juncture  remarkable  in  many  respects, 
but  more  especially  in  relation  to  the  question  of 
the  currency.  Most  of  the  causes  which  have  since 
terminated  in  the  complete  prostration  of  the  banks 
and  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  country  were 
in  full  activity. 

Another  cause  about  that  time,  (I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  precise  date,)  began  to  produce  powerful 
effects;  I refer  to  the  last  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank  of  England.  It  was  renewed  for  ten 
years,  and,  among  other  provisions,  contained  one 
making  the  notesof  that  bank  a legal  tender  in  all 
cases  except  between  the  bank  and  its  creditors. 
The  effect  was  to  dispense  still  further  with  the  use 
of  the  precious  metals  in  that  great  commercial 
country,  which,  of  course,  caused  them  to  flow  out 
in  every  direction  through  the  various  channels  of 
its  commerce.  A large  portion  took  their  direction 
hitherward,  and  served  still  further  to  increase  the 
current  which,  from  causes  already  enumerated, 
was  flowing  so  strongly  in  this  direction,  and  which 
still  further  increased  the  force  of  the  returning 
current,  on  the  turn  of  the  tide. 


The  administration  did  not  comprehend  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  which  surrounded  it.  Instead 
of  perceiving  tile  true  reason  of  the  expansion  of 
the  currency,  and  adopting  the  measures  necessary 
to  arrest  it,  they  attributed  it  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  it  the  cause  or  pretext  for 
waging  war  on  that  institution.  Among  the  first 
acts  of  hostility,  the  deposites  were  removed,  and 
transferred  to  selected  state  banks:  the  effect  of 
which,  instead  of  resisting  the  tendency  to  expan- 
sion, was  to  throw  off  the  only  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  in  check; 
and  of  course  gave  to  the  swelling  tide,  which  was 
destined  to  desolate  the  country,  a powerful  im- 
pulse. Banks  sprung  up  in  every  direction:  dis- 
counts and  issues  increased  almost  without  limita- 
tion: and  an  immense  surplus  revenue  accumulated 
in  the  deposite  banks,  which,  after  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  the  most  extravag  -i  t appropria- 
tions could  not  exhaust,  and  which  acted  as  addi- 
tional banking  capital:  the  value  of  money  daily 
depreciated:  prices  rose,  and  then  commenced  those 
unbounded  speculations,  particularly  in  public 
lands,  which  was  transferred,  by  millions  .of  acres, 
from  the  public  to  the  speculators  for  worthless 
bank  notes,  till  at  length  the  swelling  flood  w'as 
checked  and  the  revulsive  current  burst  its  barri- 
ers, and  overspread  and  desolated  the  land. 

The  first  check  came  from  the  bank  of  England, 
which,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  its  precious  metals, 
refused  to  discount  American  bills,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a further  decrease  of  its  cash  means,  and  cause 
a return  of  those  which  it  had  lost.  Then  followed 
th?  execution  of  the  deposite  act,  which,  instead  of 
a lemedial  measure,  as  it  might  have  been  made,  if 
properly  executed,  was  made  the  instrument  of 
weakening  the  banks  at  the  point  of  pressure,  es- 
pecially in  the  great  metropolis  of  the  union,  where 
so  large  a portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  accu- 
mrlated.  And,  finally,  the  treasury  order,  which 
stll  further  weakened  those  banks,  by  withdrawing 
tbeir  cash  means  to  be  invested  in  public  lands  in 
tie  west. 

It  is  often  easy  to  prevent  what  cannot  be  reme- 
dfed,  which  the  present  instance  strongly  illustrates, 
lithe  administration  had  formed  a true  conception 
ol  the  danger  in  time,  what  has  since  happened 
mght  have  then  been  easily  averted.  The  near 
afproach  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  thea 
Uiited  States  bank  would  have  afforded  ample 
mans  of  staying  the  desolation,  if  it  had  been 
finely  and  properly  used.  I saw  it  then,  and  pro- 
pored  to  renew  the  charter  for  a limited  period, 
with  such  modifications  as  would  have  etteciuali^ 
resisted  the  increasing  expansion  of  the  currency; 
ant,  at  the  same  time,  gradually  and  finally  wear 
out 'he  connexion  between  the  bank  and  the  gov- 
ernment. To  use  the  expression  I then  used,  “to 
unbark  the  banks,”  to  let  down  the  system  easily, 
and  so  to  effect  the  separation  between  the  bank 
and  the  government,  as  to  avoid  tbe  possibility  of 
that  sho*k  which  I then  saw  was  inevitable  without 
some  suih  remedy.  The  moment  was  eminently 
propitiou^.  The  precious  metals  were  flowing  in 
on  us  frota  every  quarter;  and  the  vigorous  mea- 
sures I pnposed  to  adopt  in  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  woiJd  have  effectually  arrested  the  increase 
of  banks,  ani  checked  the  excess  of  their  discounts 
and  issues;  s<>  that  the  accumulating  mass  of  gold 
and  silver,  iistead  of  being  converted  into  bank 
capital  and  swelling  the  tide  of  paper  circulation, 
would  have  be?n  substituted  in  the  place  of  bank 
notes,  as  a permanent  and  wholesome  addition  to 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  opposition 
sustained  me,  and  the  precious  opportunity  passed 
unseized.  I then  clearly  saw7  the  coming  calamity 
was  inevitable,  and  it  has  neither  arrived  sooner, 
nor  is  it  greater,  than  I expected. 

Such  are  the  leadirgeauses  which  have  produced 
the  present  disordered  state  of  the  currency.  There 
are  others  of  a minor  character,  connected  with  the 
general  condition  of  the  commercial  world,  and  the 
operation  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  which  of  themselves  would  have  pro- 
duced but  little  effect.  To  repeat  the  causes  in  a 
few  words,  the  vast  increase  which  the  tariff  of 
1S24  and  ’28  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  of  the  govern- 
ment, combined  with  the  causes  Ibave  enumerated, 
gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  expansion  of  the  cur- 
rency. These  in  turn  gave  that  extraordinary  im- 
pulse to  overtrading  and  speculation  (they  are 
effects,  and  not  causes.)  which  has  finally  termi- 
nated in  the  present  calamity.  It  may  thus  be 
ultimately  traced  to  the  connexion  between  the 
banks  and  the  government;  and  it  is  not  a little 
remarkable  that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  1816  in  this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great 
Britain,  were  produced  by  like  causes. 

There  is  another  reason  against  the  union  of  the 
government  and  the  banks,'  intimately  connected 
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with  that  under  consideration,  which  I shall  next 
proceed  to  state,  it  gives  a preference  to  one  por- 
tion of  citizens  over  another,  that  is  neither  lair, 
equal,  nor  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions. That  the  connexion  between  the  bank  and 
the  government;  the  receiving  and  paying  away 
their  notes  as  cash,  and  the  use  of  the  public  money 
from  the  time  of  the  collection  to  the  disbursement, 
is  the  source  of  immense  profit  to  the  banks  cannot 
be  questioned,  it  is  impossible,  as  I have  said,  to 
ascertain  with  any  precision  to  what  extent  their 
issues  and  circulation  depend  upon  it;  but  it  cer- 
tainly constitutes  a large  proportion.  A single  il- 
lustration may  throw  light  upon  this  point.  Sup- 
pose the  government  were  to  take  up  the  veriest 
beggar  in  the  street  and  enter  into  a contract  with 
him,  that  nothing  should  be  received  in  its  dues  or 
for  the  sales  of  its  public  lands  in  future,  except 
gold  and  silver  and  his  promissory  notes,  and  that 
he  should  have  the  use  of  the  public  funds,  from 
the  time  of  their  collection  until  their  disbursement. 
Can  any  one  estimate  the  wealth  which  such  a 
contract  would  confer?  His  notes  would  circulate 
far  and  wide,  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  union; 
would  be  the  medium  through  which  the  exchanges 
of  the  country  would  be  performed,  and  his  ample 
and  extended  credit  would  give  him  a control  over 
all  the  banking  institutions  and  monied  transactions 
of  the  community.  The  possession  of  a hundred 
millions  would  not  give  a control  more  effectual. 
I ask,  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be  equal,  would  it 
be  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  to 
confer  such  advantages  on  any  individual?  And  it 
not  on  one,  would  it  be  if  conferred  on  any  number? 
And  if  not,  why  should  it  be  conferred  on  any  coi- 
orate  body  of  individuals?  How  can  they  possibjy 
e entitled  to  benefits  so  vast,  which  all  must  a:- 
knowledge  could  not  be  justly  conferred  on  aiy 
number  of  unincorporated  individuals? 

I state  not  these  view's  wdth  any  intention  of 
bringing  down  odium  on  banking  institutions.  I 
have  no  unkind  feeling  towards  them  whatever. 
I do  not  hold  them  responsible  for  the  present  stale 
of  things.  It  has  grown  up  gradually,  withort 
either  the  banks  or  the  community  perceiving  tie 
consequences,  which  have  followed  the  connexitn 
between  them.  My  object  is  to  state  facts  as  thiy 
exist,  that  the  truth  may  be  seen  in  time  by  al. 
This  is  an  age  of  investigation.  The  public  mild 
is  broadly  awake  upon  this  all  important  subject. 
It  affects  the  interests  and  condition  of  the  while 
community,  and  will  be  investigated  to  the  bottom 
Nothing  will  be  left  unexplored,  and  it  is  for  tie 
interest  of  both  the  banks  and  of  the  community, 
that  Hio  oviis  incident  to  the  connexion  should  be 
fully  understood  in  time,  and  the  connexion  be 
gradually  terminated,  before  such  convulsions 
shall  follow  as  to  sweep  away  the  whole  system, 
with  its  advantages  as  well  as  its  disadvantages. 

But  it  is  not  only  between  citizen  and  citizen 
that  the  connection  is  unfair  and  unequal.  It  is  as 
much  so  between  one  portion  of  the  comtry  and 
another.  The  connection  of  the  government  with 
the  banks,  whether  it  be  with  a combination  of 
state  banks,  or  with  a national  institution,  will  ne- 
cessarily centralize  the  action  of  the  system  at  the 
principal  point  of  collection  and  disbursement,  and 
at  w'hich  the  mother  bank,  or  the  head  of  the  league 
of  state  banks  must  be  located.  From  that  point 
the  whole  system,  through  the  connection  with  the 
government  will  be  enabled  to  control  the  exchanges 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  with  it  the  com- 
merce, foreign  and  domestic,  inducing  exports  and 
imports.  After  what  has  been  said,  these  points 
will  require  but  little  illustration.  A single  one 
will  be  sufficient:  and  I will  take,  as  in  the  former 
instance,  that  of  an  individual. 

Suppose,  then,  the  government,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  its  operation,  had  selected  an  individual 
merchant,  at  any  one  point  in  the  union,  say  New 
York,  and  had  connected  itself  with  him,  as  it  has 
with  the  banks,  by  giving  him  the  use  of  the  public 
funds  from  the  time  of  their  collection  until  their 
disbursement,  and  of  receiving  and  paying  away, 
in  all  its  transactions,  nothing  but  his  promissory 
notes,  except  gold  and  silver;  is  it  not  manifest, 
that  a decisive  control  would  be  given  to  the  port 
where  he  resided,  over  all  the  others;  that  his  pro- 
missory notes  would  circulate  every  where,  through 
all  the  ramifications  ofcommerce;  that  they  would  re- 
gulate exchanges;  that  they  would  be  the  medium  of 
paying  duty  bonds;  and  that  they  would  attract  the 
imports  and  exports  of  the  country  to  the  ports 
where  such  extraordinary  facilities  were  afforded. 
If  such  would  clearly  be  the  effects  in  the  case  sup- 
posed, it  i (equally  clear,  that  the  concentration  of 
the  currency  at  the  same  point,  through  the  con- 
nection of  the  government  with  the  banks,  W'ould 
have  equal,  if  not  greater  effects;  arid  that  whether 
one  general  bank  should  be  used  as  an  agent,  or  a 
league  of  banks,  which  should  have  their  centre 


there.  To  other  ports  of  the  country,  the  trifling 
advantages  which  a branch  or  deposite  bank  would 
give  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  revenue, 
would  be  as  nothing,  compared  to  the  losses  caused 
to  their  commerce  by  centralizing  the  monied  action 
of  the  country  at  a remote  point.  Other  gentlemen 
can  speak  for  their  own  section;  I can  speak  with 
confidence  of  that,  which  I have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent.  The  entire  staple  states,  I feel  a deep 
conviction,  banks  and  all,  would,  in  the  end,  be 
great  gainers  by  the  disseverance,  whatever  might 
be  the  temporary  inconvenience.  If  there  be  any 
other  section,  in  which  the  effects  would  be  differ- 
ent, it  would  be  but  to  confirm  the  views  which  I 
have  presented. 

As  connected  with  this,  there  is  a point  well  de- 
serving consideration.  The  union  between  bank 
and  government  is  not  only  a main  source  of  that 
dangerous  expansion  and  contraction  in  the  banking 
system,  which  I have  already  illustrated,  but  is  also 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  that  powerlul  and 
almost  irresistible  tendency  to  the  increase  of  banks 
which  even  its  friends  see  and  deplore.  I dwelt  on 
this  point  on  a former  occasion,  (on  Mr.  Webster’s 
motion  to  renew  the  bank  charter  in  1833,)  and 
will  not  repeat  what  I then  said.  But  in  .addition 
to  the  causes  then  enumerated,  there  are  many 
others  very  powerful,  and  among  others  the  one  un- 
der consideration.  They  all  may  be  summed  up  in 
one  general  cause.  We  have  made  banking  too 
profitable;  far,  very  far  too  profitable;  and,  I may 
add,  influential.  One  of  the  most  ample  sources 
of  this  profit  and  influence  may  be  traced,  as  I have 
shown,  to  the  connexion  with  the  government;  and 
is  of  course,  among  the  prominent  causes  of  the 
strong  and  incessant  tendancy  of  the  system  to  in- 
crease, which  even  its  friends  see  must  finally  over- 
whelm either  the  banks  or  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  With  a view  to  check  its  growth,  they 
have  proposed  to  limit  the  number  of  banks  and  the 
amount  of  banking  capital  by  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution;  but  it  is  obvious,  that  the  effects  of 
such  an  amendment,  if  it  were  practicable,  would 
but  increase  the  profits  and  influence  of  bank  capital; 
and  that  finally,  it  would  justly  produce  such  indig- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  rest  of  the  community 
against  such  unequal  advantages,  that  in  the  end, 
after  a long  and  violent  struggle,  the  overthrow  of 
the  entire  system  would  follow.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  it  has  been  proposed  to  add,  a limitation 
upon  the  amount  of  their  business;  the  effects  of 
which  would  be  the  accommodation  of  favorites,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  which 
would  be  no  less  fatal  to  the  system.  There  can 
be  in  fact,  but  one  safe  and  consistent  remedy:  the 
rendering  banking  as  a business,  less  profitable  and 

influential;  and  the  mat  and  Uccieivo  atop  toward 

this  is  a disseverance  between  the  banks  and  the  go- 
vernment. To  this  m-ay  be  added,  some  effectual 
limitation  on  the  denomination  of  the  notes  to  be 
issued,  w'hich  would  operate  in  a similar  manner. 

I pass  over  other  important  objections  to  the  con- 
nexion; the  corrupting  influence  and  the  spirit  of 
speculation  which  it  spreads  far  and  wide  over  the 
land.  Who  has  not  seen  and  deplored  the  vast  and 
corrupting  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  the  legis- 
latures to  obtain  charters,  and  the  means  necessary 
to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  institution?  This 
gives  a control  to  the  government  which  grants 
such  favors,  of  a most  extensive  and  pernicious 
character,  all  of  which  must  continue  to  spread  and 
increase,  if  the  connexion  should  continue,  until  the 
whole  community  must  become  one  contaminated 
and  corrupted  mass. 

There  is  another  and  a final  reason,  which  I 
shall  assign  against  the  reunion  with  the  banks. 
We  have  reached  a new  era  with  regard  to  these 
institutions.  He  who  would  judge  of  the  future  by 
the  past  in  reference  to  them,  will  be  wholly  mis- 
taken. The  year  1833  marks  the  commencement 
of  this  era.  That  extraordinary  man  who  had  the 
power  of  imprinting  his  own  feelings  on  the  com- 
munity, then  commenced  his  hostile  attacks,  which 
have  left  such  effects  behind,  that  the  war  then 
commenced  against  the  banks,  I clearly  see,  will 
not  terminate,  unless  there  be  a separation  between 
them  and  the  government,  until  one  or  the  other 
triumphs;  till  the  government  becomes  the  bank, 
or  the  bank  the  government.  In  resisting  their 
union,  I act  as  the  friend  of  both.  I have,  as  I 
have  said,  no  unkind  feeling  towards  the  banks.  I 
am  neither  a bank  man,  nor  an  anti-bank  man.  I 
have  but  little  connexion  with  them.  Many  of  my 
best  friends  for  whom  I have  the  highest  esteem, 
have  a deep  interest  in  their  prosperity,  and  as  far 
as  friendship  or  personal  attachment  extends,  my 
inclination  would  be  strongly  in  their  favor.  But  I 
stand  up  here  as  the  representative  of  no  particular 
interest.  I look  to  the  whole,  and  to  the  future,  as 
well  as  the  present;  and  I shall  steadilv  pursue 
that  course,  which,  under  the  most  enlarged  view  I 


believe  to  be  my  duty.  In  1834,  I saw  the  present 
crisis.  I,  in  vain,  raised  a warning  voice,  and  en- 
deavored to  avert  it.  1 now  see  with  equal  certain- 
ty, one  tar  more  portentous.  If  this  struggle  is  to 
go  on;  if  the  banks  will  insist  upon  a reunion  with 
the  government,  against  the  sense  of  a large  and 
influential  portion  of  the  community;  and  above  all, 
if  they  should  succeed  in  effecting  it,  a reflux  flood 
will  inevitably  sweep  away  the  whole  system.  A 
deep  popular  excitement  is  never  without  some 
reason,  and  ought  ever  to  be  treated  with  respect; 
and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  look  timely  into  the 
cause,  and  correct  it  before  the  excitement  shall 
become  so  great,  as  to  demolish  the  object,  with  all 
its  good  and  evil,  against  which  it  is  directed. 

The  only  safe  course  for  both  government  and 
banks,  is  to  remain  as  they  are  separated;  each  in 
the  use  of  their  own  credit,  and  in  the  management 
of  their  ow  n affairs.  The  less  the  control  and  in- 
fluence of  the  one  over  the  other,  the  better.  Con- 
fined to  their  legitimate  sphere,  that  of  affording 
temporary  credit  to  commercial  and  business  men, 
bank  notes  would  furnish  a safe  and  convenient 
circulation  in  the  range  of  commerce  and  business, 
within  which  the  banks  may  be  respectively  situat- 
ed, exempt  almost  entirely  from  those  fluctuations 
and  convulsions  to  which  they  are  now  so  exposed; 
or  if  they  should  occasionally  be  subject  to  them, 
the  evil  would  be  local  and  temporary,  leaving  un- 
disturbed the  action  of  the  government,  and  the 
general  currency  of  the  country,  on  the  stability  of 
which  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  community 
so  much  depend. 

I have  now  stated  my  objections  to  the  reunion 
of  the  government  and  the  banks.  If  they  are  well 
founded;  if  the  state  banks  are  of  themselves  in- 
competent agents;  if  a bank  of  the  United  States  be 
impracticable,  or  if  practicable,  would,  at  this  time, 
be  the  destruction  of  a large  portion  of  the  existing 
banks,  and  of  renewed  and  severe  pecuniary  dis- 
tress; if  it  would  be  against  the  settled  conviction 
of  an  old  and  powerful  party,  whose  opposition 
time  cannot  abate;  if  the  union  of  government  and 
banks  adds  to  the  mfitness  of  their  notes  for  circu- 
lation, and  be  unjist  and  unequal  between  citizen 
and  citizen,  and  ore  portion  of  the  union  and  ano- 
ther; and,  finally,  if  it  would  excite  an  implacable 
and  obstinate  wa'  which  could  only  terminate  in 
the  overthrow  of  the  banking  system,  or  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  couitry,  it  then  remains  that  the  only 
alternative  would  be  permanently  to  separate  the 
two,  and  to  reorganize  the  treasury  so  as  to  enable 
it  to  perform  thee  duties  which  have  heretofore 
been  performed  ty  the  banks  as  its  fiscal  agents. 
This  proposed  reorganization  has  been  called  a 
sub-treasury;  an  unfortunate  word,  calculated  to 
miolead  and  conjure  up  difficulties  and  danger  that 
do  not  in  reality  exist.  So  far  Horn  an 
or  some  new  device,  it  is  only  returning  to  the  old 
mode  of  collecting  and  disbursing  public  money, 
which,  for  thousands  of  years,  has  been  the  practice 
of  a!  enlightened  people  till  within  the  lastcentury. 

Ii  what  manner  it  is  intended  to  reorganize  the 
tre;sury  by  the  bill  reported  I do  not  know.  I 
hace  been  too  much  engaged  to  read  it;  and  I can 
onfy  say,  that  for  one,  I shall  assent  to  no  ar- 
rangement which  provides  for  a treasury  bank,  or 
tha  can  be  perverted  into  one.  If  there  can  be  any 
scheme  more  fatal  than  a reunion  with  the  banks 
at  his  time,  it  would  be  such  a project.  Nor  will 
I give  my  assent  to  any  arrangement  which  shall 
adc  the  least  unnecessary  patronage.  I am  the 
swern  foe  to  patronage,  and  have  done  as  much 
and  suffered  as  much  in  resisting  it  as  any  one. 
Toe  many  years  have  passed  over  me  to  change,  at 
this  late  day,  my  course  or  principles.  But  I will 
say, that  it  is  impossible  so  to  organize  the  treasu- 
ry tor  the  performance  of  its  own  functions  as  to 
give  to  the  executive  a tenth  part  of  the  patronge  it 
will  lose  by  the  proposed  separation,  which,  when 
the  nil  for  the  reorganization  comes  up,  I may 
havean  opportunity  to  show.  I have  ventured  this 
asserion  after  much  reflection,  and  with  entire  con- 
fidence in  its  correctness. 

But  something  more  must  be  done  besides  the 
reorganization  of  the  treasury.  Under  the  resolu- 
tion if  1816  bank  notes  would  again  be  received  in 
the  dies  of  the  government  if  the  banks  should  re- 
sumespecie  payments.  The  legal,  as  well  as  the 
actual  connexion,  must  be  severed.  But  I am  op- 
posed to  all  harsh  or  precipitate  measures.  No 
great  process  can  be  effected  without  a shock  but 
through  the  agency  of  time.  I accordingly  pro- 
pose to  allow  time  for  the  final  separation;  and 
with  this  view,  I have  drawn  up  an  amendment  to 
this  bill,  which  I shall  offer  at  the  proper  time,  to 
modify  the  resolution  of  1816,  by  providing  that  al- 
ter the  1st  of  January  next,  three-fourths  of  all 
sums  due  to  the  government  may  be  received  in 
the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks;  and  that  alter  the 
1st  of  January  next  following  one-half;  and  after 
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the  1st  of  January  next  subsequent  one-fourth;  and 
after  the  1st  of  January  thereafter  nothing  but  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  bills,  notes, 
or  paper  issued  under  their  authority,  and  which 
may  by  law  be  authorized  to  be  received  in  their 
dues.  If  the  time  is  not  thought  to  be  ample,  I am 
perfectly  disposed  to  extend  it.  The  period  is  of 
little  importance  in  my  eyes,  so  that  the  object  be 
effected. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  seems  to  me  that  some 
measure,  of  a remedial  character,  connected  with 
the  currency,  ought  to  be  adopted  to  ease  off  the 
pressure  while  the  process  is  going  through.  It  is 
desirable  that  the  government  should  make  as  few 
and  small  demands  on  the  specie  market  as  possible 
during  the  time,  so  as  to  throw  no  impediment  in 
the  way  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
With  this  view,  I am  of  the  impression  that  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  present  wants  of  the  treasury 
should  be  raised  by  a papor,  which  should  at  the 
same  time  have  the  requisite  qualities  to  enable  it 
to  perform  the  functions  of  a paper  circulation. 
Under  this  impression,  I object  to  the  interest  to  be 
allowed  on  the  treasury  notes,  which  this  bill  au- 
thorizes to  be  issued,  on  the  very  opposite  ground 
that  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  bestows  his 
approbation.  He  approves  of  interest,  because  it 
would  throw  them  out  of  circulation  into  the  hands 
of  capitalists,  as  a convenient  and  safe  investment, 
and  I disapprove  because  it  will  have  that  effect. 

I am  disposed  to  ease  off  the  process;  he,  I wrould 
suppose,  is  very  little  solicitous  on  that  point. 

But  I go  farther.  I am  of  the  impression,  to 
make  this  great  measure  successful,  and  secure  it 
against  reaction,  some  stable  and  safe  medium  of 
circulation,  to  take  the  place  of  bank  notes  in  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  ought  to  be  is- 
sued. I intend  to  propose  nothing.  It  would  be 
impossible,  with  so  great  a weight  of  opposition,  to 
pass  any  measure  without  the  entire  support  of  the 
administration,  and,  if  it  were,  ,t  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  where  so  much  must  depend  on  the  mode 
of  execution.  The  best  measure  that  could  be  de- 
vised might  fail,  and  impose  a heavy  responsibility 
on  its  author,  unless  it  met  wit!  the  hearty  appro- 
bation of  those  who  are  to'  execute  it.  I,  then,  in- 
tend merely  to  throw  out  suggastions,  in  order  to 
excite  the  reflection  of  others  oi  a subject  so  deli- 
cate and  of  so  much  importaice,  acting  on  the 
principle  that  it  is  the  duty  ot  all  in  so  great  a 
juncture,  to  present  their  views  vithout  reserve. 

_ It  is,  then,  my  impression  thatin  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  world,  a paper  currmcy  in  some  form, 
if  not  necessary,  is  almost  indispensable,  in  finan- 
cial and  commercial  operations  a civilized  and  ex- 
tensive communities.  In  many  respects  it  has  a 
vast  superiority  over  a metallic  currency,  especial- 
ly in  great  and  extended  transactions,  by  its  glCalei 
irgutness,  and  the  facility  of  determin- 
ing the  amount.  The  great  desideratum  is,  to  as- 
certain what  description  of  paper  has  the  requisite 
qualities  of  being  free  from  fluctuation  in  value, 
and  liability  to  abuse  in  the  greatest  perfection  I 
have  shown,  I trust,  that  the  bank  notes  do  not 
possess  these  requisites  in  a degree  sufficieitly 
high  for  this  purpose.  I go  farther.  It  appeari  to 
me,  after  bestowing  the  best  reflection  I can  give 
the  subject,  that  no  convertible  paper,  that  is'  no 
paper  whose  credit  rests  upon  a pi'omise  to  par,  is 
suitable  for  currency.  It  is  the  form  of  credit  jro- 
per  in  private  transactions  between  man  and  nan, 
but  not  for  a standard  of  value  to  perform  ex- 
changes generally,  which  constitute  the  approprate 
functions  of  money  or  currency.  The  measure  of 
safety  in  the  two  cases  are  wholly  different.  A 
promissory  note,  or  convertible  paper  is  consicbred 
safe,  so  long  as  the  drawer  has  ample  mean)  to 
meet  his  engagements,  and  in  passing  from  haid  to 
hand,  regard  is  had  only  to  his  ability  and  willno-- 
ness  to  pay.  Very  different  is  the  case  in  cuiren- 
cy.  The  aggregate  value  of  the  currency  of  a 
country  necessarily  bears  a small  proportion  t>  the 
aggregate  value  of  its  property.  This  prop.rtion 
is  not  we  1 ascertained,  and  is  probably  subnet  to 
considerable  variation  in  different  countries,  md  at 
different  periods  in  the  same  country.  It  nay  be 
assumed  conjecturally,  in  order  to  illustrate  vhat  I 
say,  at  one  to  thirty.  Assuming  this  proportion  to 
be  correct,  which  probably  is  not  very  far  frcm  the 
truth,  it  follows,  that  in  a sound  condition  af  the 
country  where  the  currency  is  metallic,  the  wsrre- 
gate  value  of  the  coin  is  not  more  than  one  inthirty 
of  the  aggregate  value  of  the  property.  It  also 
follows,  that  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  cur- 
rency, by  the  addition  of  a paper  circulation  of  no 
intrinsic  value,  but  increases  the  nominal  value  of 
the  aggregate  property  of  the  country  in  the  same 
proportion  that  the  increase  bears  to  the  whole 
amount  of  currency,  so  that  if  the  currency  be 
doubled  the  nominal  value  of  the  property  will 
also  be  doubled.  Hence  it  is,  that  when  the  paper 


currency  of  a country  is  in  the  shape  of  promisso- 
ry notes,  there  is  a constant  tendency  to  excess. 
We  lp.ok  for  their  safety  to  the  ability  of  the 
drawer;  and  so  long  as  his  means  are  ample  to  meet 
his  engagements,  there  is  no  distrust,  without  re- 
flecting that,  considered  as  currency,  it  cannot  safe- 
ly exceed  one  in  thirty  in  value  compared  to  pro- 
perty; and  the  delusion  is  further  increased  by  the 
constant  increase  in  value  of  property,  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  notes  in  .circulation,  so  as  to  maintain 
the  same  relative  proportion.  It  follows,  that  a 
government  may  safely  contract  a debt  many  times 
the  amount  of  its  aggregate  circulation;  but,  if  it 
were  to  attempt  to  put  its  promissory  notes  in  cir- 
culation in  amount  equal  to  its  debts,  an  explosion 
in  the  currency  would  be  inevitable.  And  hence, 
with  other  causes,  the  constant  tendency  to  an  ex- 
cessive issife  of  bank  notes  in  prosperous  times, 
when  so  large  a portion  of  the  community  are 
anxious  to  obtain  accommodation,  and  who  are  dis- 
appointed when  negotiable  paper  is  refused  by  the 
banks,  not  reflecting  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
discount  beyond  the  limits  I have  assigned  for  a 
safe  circulation,  however  good  the  paper  offered. 

On  what,  then,  ought  a paper  currency  to  rest? 

I would  say  on  demand  and  supply  simply,  which 
regulates  the  value  of  every  thing  else — the  con- 
stant demand  which  the  government  has  on  the 
community  for  its  necessary  supplies.  A medium 
resting  on  this  demand,  which  simply  obligates  the 
government  to  receive  it  in  all  of  its  dues,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  thing  else  except  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  which  shall  be  optional  with  those  who 
have  demands  on  government  to  receive  or  not, 
would,  it  seems  to  me,  be  as  stable  in  its  value  as 
those  metals  themselves,  and  be  as  little  liable  to 
abuse  as  the  power  of  coining.  It  would  contain 
within  itself  a self-regulating  power.  It  could 
only  be  used  to  those  who  had  claims  on  the  gov- 
ernment, and  to  those  only  with  their  consent,  and 
of  course  only  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
which  would  be  its  habitual  state;  for  as  far  as  the 
government  was  concerned,  it  would  be  equal  in 
every  respect  to  gold  and  silver,  and  superior  in 
many;  particularly  in  regulating  the  distant  ex- 
changes of  the  country.  Should,  however,  a de- 
mand for  gold  and  silver  from  abroad  or  other  acci- 
dental causes  depress  it  temporarily,  as  compared 
with  the  precious  metals,  it  would  then  return  to 
the  treasury,  and  as  it  could  not  be  paid  out  during 
such  depression,  its  gradual  diminution  in  the 
market  would  soon  restore  it  to  an  equality,  when 
it  would  again  flow  out  into  the  general  circulation. 
Thu3  there  would  be  a constant  alternate  flux  and 
reflux  into  and  from  the  treasury,  between  it  and 
the  precious  metals;  but  if  at  any  time  a perma- 
nent depression  in  its  value  be  possible,  from  any 
cause,  me  only  effect  would  be  to  operate  as  a re- 
duction of  taxes  on  the  community,  and  the  only 
sufferer  would  be  the  government  itself.  Against 
this,  its  own  interest  would  be  a sufficient  guarantee. 

Nothing  but  experience  can  determine  what 
amount  and  of  what  denominations  might  be  safely 
issued;  but  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  the 
country  would  absorb  an  amount  greatly  exceeding 
its  annual  income.  Much  of  its  exchanges,  which 
amount  to  a vast  sum,  as  well  as  its  banking  busi- 
ness, would  revolve  about  it,  and  many  millions 
would  thus  be  kept  in  circulation,  beyond  the  de- 
mands of  the  government.  It  may  throw  some 
light  on  this  subject  to  state,  that  North  Carolina, 
just  after  the  revolution  issued  a large  amount  of 
paper,  which  was  made  receivable  in  dues  to  her. 
It  was  also  made  a legal  tender,  but  which,  of 
course,  was  not  obligatory  after  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution.  A large  amount,  say  between 
four  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  remained  in 
circulation  after  that  period,  and  continued  to  circu- 
late for  more  than  twenty  years  at  par  with  gold 
and  silver  during  the  whole  time,  with  no  other  ad- 
vantage than  being  received  in  the  revenue  of  the 
state,  which  w*as  much  less  than  $100,000  per  an- 
num. I speak  on  the  information  of  citizens  of  that 
state,  on  whom  I can  rely. 

But  whatever  may  be  tile  amount  that  can  be 
circulated,  I hold  it  clear,  that  to  that  amount,  it 
would  be  as  stable  in  value  as  gold  and  silver  itself, 
provided  the  government  be  bound  to  receive  it  ex- 
clusively with  those  metals  in  all  its  dues,  and  that 
it  be  left  perfectly  optional  with  those,  who  have 
claims  on  the  government,  to  receive  it,  or  not.  It 
will  also  be  a necessary  condition,  that  notes  of  too 
small  a denomination  should  not  be  issued,  so  that 
the  treasury  shall  have  ample  means  to  meet  all  de- 
mands, either  in  gold  or  silver,  or  the  bills  of  the 
government,  at  the  option  of  those  who  have 
claims  on  it.  With  these  conditions,  no  further 
variation  could  take  place  between  it  and  gold  and 
silver,  than  that  which  would  be  caused  by  the  ac- 
tion of  commerce.  An  unusual  demand  from 
abroad  for  the  metals  would,  of  course,  raise  them  a 


little  in  their  relative  value,  and  depress  relatively 
the  government  bills  in  the  same  proportion,  which 
would  cause  them  to  flow  into  the  treasury,  and 
gold  and  silver  to  flow  out;  while  on  the  contrary 
an  increased  demand  for  the  bills  in  the  domestic 
exchange  would  have  the  reverse  effect,  causing, 
as  I have  stated,  an  alternate  flux  and  re-flux  into 
the  treasury,  between  the  two,  which  would  at  all 
times  keep  their  relative  values  either  at  or  near 
par. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  the  fact  of  the  govern- 
ment receiving  and  paying  away  bank  notes  in  all 
its  fiscal  transactions,  is  one  of  the  principal  sour- 
ces of  their  great  circulation,  and  it  was  mainly  on 
that  account  that  the  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States,  so  freely  circulated  all  over  the 
union.  I would  ask,  then,  why  should  the  govern- 
ment mingle  its  credit  with  that  of  private  corpora- 
tions? No  one  can  doubt,  but  that  the  government 
credit  is  better  than  that  of  any  bank;  more  stable 
and  more  safe.  Why  then  should  it  mix  it  up  with 
the  less  perfect  credit  of  those  institutions?  Why 
not  use  its  own  credit  to  the  amount  of  its  own 
transactions?  Why  should  it  not  be  safe  in  its  own 
hands,  while  it  shall  be.  considered  safe  in  the  hands 
of  800  private  institutions  scattered  all  over  the 
country,  and  which  have  no  other  object,  but  their 
own  private  profit,  to  increase  which,  they  almost 
constantly  extend  their  business  to  the  most  dan- 
gerous extremes?  And  why  should  the  communi- 
ty be  compelled  to  give  six  per  cent,  discount  for 
the  government  credit  blended  with  that  of  the 
tanks,  when  the  superior  credit  of  the  government 
could  be  furnished  separately,  without  discount,  to 
the  mutual  advantage  of  the  government  and  the 
community?  Why,  let  me  ask,  should  the  govern- 
ment be  exposed  to  such  difficulties,  as  the  present, 
by  mingling  its  credit  with  the  banks  when  it  could 
b;  exempt  from  all  such  by  using,  by  itself,  its  own 
stfer  credit?  It  is  time  the  community,  which  has 
sc  deep  an  interest  in  a sound  and  cheap  currency, 
aid  the  equality  of  the  laws  between  one  portion  of 
tie  citizens  and  the  country,  and  another,  should 
nflect  seriously  on  these  things;  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  oppressing  any  interest,  but  to  correct 
gradually  disorders  of  a dangerous  character,  which 
hive  insensibly,  in  the  long  course  of  years,  with- 
oit  being  perceived  by  any  one,  crept  into  the 
slate.  The  question  is  not  between  credit,  and  no 
ciedit,  as  some  would  have  us  believe,  but  in  what 
ferm  credit  can  best  perform  the  functions  of  a 
scund  and  safe  currency.  On  this  important  point 
I have  freely  thrown  out  my  ideas,  leaving  it  to 
this  body  and  the  public  to  determine  what  they 
are  worth.  Belipving  that  there  misfit  be  a sound 
and  safe  paper  currency  founded  on  the  creon  ur 
government  exclusively,  I was  desirous  that  those 
who  are  responsible  and  have  the  power,  should 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  the 
temporary  deficit  of  the  treasury  and  the  postpone- 
ment ef  the  fourth  instalment,  intended  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  states,  to  use  them  as  the  means 
of  atforfing  a circulation  for  the  present  relief  of 
the  country  and  the  banks,  during  the  process  of 
separating  them  from  the  government;  and  if  expe- 
rience should  justify  it,  of  furnishing  a permanent 
and  safe  circulation,  which  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  operations  of  the  treasury,  and  afford  inciden- 
tally, much  facility  to  the  commercial  operations 
of  the  countiy.  But  a different  direction  W'as  giv- 
en, and  when  the  alternative  was  presented  of  a 
loan,  or  the  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  from 
the  states,  I did  not  hesitate  to  give  a decided  vote 
for  withholding  it.  My  aversion  to  a public  debt 
is  deep  and  durable.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  perni- 
cious, and  is  little  short  of  a fraud  on  the  public.  I 
saw  too  much  of  it  during  the  late  war  not  to  un- 
derstand something  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
public  loans.  Never  was  a country  more  egre- 
giously  imposed  on. 

Having  now  presented  my  views  of  the  course 
and  the  measures,  which  the  pennanant  policy'  of 
the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and  lasting  pros- 
perity, requires,  I come  finally  to  the  question  of 
relief.  I have  placed  this  last,  not  that  I am  devoid 
of  sympathy  lor  the  country  in  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tress, which  now  pervades  it.  No  one  struggled 
earlier  or  longer  to  prevent  it,  than  myself;  nor  can 
an}'  one  more  sensibly  feel  the  wide-spread  blight, 
which  has  suddenly  blasted  the  hopes  of  so  many,  and 
precipitated  thousands  from  affluence  to  poverty. 
The  desolution  has  fallen  mainly  on  the  mercantile 
class— a class  which  I have  ever  held  in  the  highest 
estimation.  No  country  ever  had  a superior  body 
of  merchants,  of  higher  honor,  of  more  daring  enter- 
prise, or  of  greater  skill  and  energy.  The  ruin  of 
such  a class  is  a heavy  calamity,  and  T am  solicitous 
among  other  things,  to  give  such  stability  to  our  cur- 
rency, as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a similar  ca- 
lamity hereafter.  But  it  was  first  necessary,  in  the 
order  of  things,  that  we  should  determine  what 
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sound  policy,  looking;  to  the  future,  demands  to  be 
done,  at  the  present  juncture,  before  we  consider 
the  question  of  relief;  which,  as  urgent  as  it  may  be, 
is  subordinate  and  must  yield  to  the  former.  The 
patient  lies  under  a dangerous  disease,  with  a burn- 
ing thirst  and  other  symptoms,  which  distresses  him 
more  than  the  vital  organs  which  are  attacked. 
The  skilful  physician  first  makes  himself  master  of 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  then  determines  on 
the  treatment  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  health. 
This  done,  he  next  alleviates  the  distressing  symp- 
toms as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  restoration  of 
health,  and  no  farther.  Such  shall  be  my  course. 
As'  far  as  I possibly  can,  consistently  with  the 
views  I entertain,  and  what  I believe  to  be  necessa- 
ry to  restore  the  body  politic  to  health,  I will  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  mitigate  the  present 
distress.  Farther  I cannot  go. 

After  the  best  reflection,  I am  of  opinion,  that 
the  government  can  do  but  little  in  the  way  of  re- 
lief; and  that  it  is  a case  which  must  be  mainly  left 
to  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  who,  thank  God,  is 
young,  vigorous  and  robust,  with  aconstitution  suf- 
ficient to  sustain  and  overcome  the  severest  attack. 
I dread  the  doctor  and  his  drugs  much  more  than 
the  disease  itself.  The  distress  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness  and  can  only  be  relieved  by 
payments  of  its  debts.  To  etfect  this,  industry, 
frugality,  economy  and  time,  are  necessary.  I rely 
more  on  the  growing  crop — on  the  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco  of  the  south,  than  on  all  the  projects  or  de- 
vices of  politicians.  I am  utterly  opposed  to  all  coer- 
coin  by  this  government.  But  government  may  do 
something  to  relieve  the  distress.  It  is  out  of  debt, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  creditors  both  of  the 
banks  and  of  the  merchants,  and  should  set  an  ex- 
ample of  liberal  indulgence.  This  T am  willing  (o 
give  freely.  I am  also  prepared  to  vote  freely  the 
use  of  government  credit  in  some  safe  form,  to 
supply  any  deficit  in  the  circulation,  during  the 
process  of  recovery,  as  far  as  its  financial  wants 
will  permit.  I see  not  what  more  can  be  safely 
done.  But  my  vision  may  be  obtuse  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Those  who  differ  from  me,  and  who  profets 
so  much  sympathy  for  the  public,  seem  to  think 
that  much  relief  may  be  afforded.  I hope  they  will 
present  their  views.  I am  anxious  to  hear  their 
prescriptions,  and  I assure  them,  that  whatever  they 
may  propose,  if  it  shall  promise  relief,  and  be  not 
inconsistent  with  the  course,  which  I deem  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  restoration  of  the  country  to 
perfect  health,  shall  cheerfully  receive  my  support. 
They  may  be  more  keen  sighted  than  I am,  as  (to 
the  best  means  of  relief,  but  cannot  have  a stronger 
disposition  to  afford  it. 

We  have,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  a remarkable 
era  in  our  political  history.  The  days  of  legislative 
and  executive  encroachments,  of  tariffs,  and  sur- 
passes, of  bank  and  public  debt,  and  extravagant 
expenditure,  are  past  for  the  present.  The  govern- 
ment stands  in  a position  disentangled  from  the 
past  and  freer  to  chose  its  future  course,  than  it 
ever  has  been  since  its  commencement.  We  are 
about  to  take  a fresh  start.  I move  off  under  the 
states  right  banner,  and  go  in  the  direction,  which  I 
have  been  so  long  moving.  I seize  the  opportunity 
thoroughly  to  reform  the  government:  to  bring  it 
back  to  its  original  principles;  to  retrench  and 
enconomize,  and  rigidly  to  enforce  accountability. 
I shall  oppose,  strenuously,  all  attempts  to  origi- 
nate a new  debt;  to  create  a national  bank;  to  re- 
unite the  political  and  money  powers  (more  dan- 
gerous than  church  and  state)  in  any  form  or  shape; 
to  prevent  the  disturbances  of  the  compromise, 
which  is  gradually  removing  the  last  vestige  of  the 
tariff  system;  and  mainly,  I shall  use  my  best 
efforts  to  give  an  ascendancy  to  the  great  conserva- 
tive principle  of  state  sovereignty,  over  the  danger- 
ous and  despotic  doctrine  ol  consolidation.  I re- 
joice to  thinlc,  that  the  executive  department  of  the 
government  is  now  so  reduced  in  power  and  means, 
that  it  can  no  longer  rely  on  its  influence  and 
patronage  to  secure  a majority.  Henceforward  it 
can  have  no  hope  of  supporting  itself  but  on  wis- 
dom, moderation,  patriotism,  and  devoted  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  which  I trust  will  make 
it,  in  its  own  defence,  an  ally  in  effecting  the  re- 
form which  I deem  indispensable  to  the  salvation 
of  the  country  and  its  institutions. 

I look,  sir,  with  pride  to  tfee  wise  and  noble 
bearing  of  the  little  states  right  party,  of  which  it  is 
my  pride  to  be  a member,  throughout  the  eventful 
period  through  which  the  country  has  passed  since 
1824.  Experience  already  bears  testimony  to  their 
patriotism,  firmness,  and  sagacity,  and  history  will 
do  it  justice.  In  that  year,  as  I have  stated,  the 
tariff  system  triumphed  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
We  saw  its  disastrous  political  bearings — foresaw 
its  surplusses,  and  the  extravagances  to  which  it 
would  lead — -we  rallied  on  the  election  of  the  late 
president  to  arrest  it  through  the  influence  of  the 


executive  department  of  the  government.  In  this 
we  failed.  We  then  fell  back  upon  the  rights  and 
sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  by  the  action  of  a 
small  but  gallant  state,  and  through  the  potency 
of  its  interposition,  we  brought  the  system  to 
the  ground,  sustaind  as  it  was  by  the  opposition 
and  the  administration,  and  by  the  whole  power 
and  patronage  of  the  government.  The  pernicious 
overflow  of  the  treasury,  of  which  it  was  the  parent, 
could  not  be  arrested  at  once.  The  surplus  was 
seized  on  by  the  executive,  and,  by  its  control  over 
the  banks,  became  the  fruitful  source  of  executive 
influence  and  encroachment.  Without  hesitation, 
we  joined  our  old  opponents  on  the  tariff  question, 
but  under  our  own  flag,  and  without  merging  in 
their  ranks,  and  made  a gallant  and  successful 
war  against  the  encroachments  of  the  executive. 
That  terminated,  we  part  with  our  late  allies  in 
peace,  and  move  forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may, 
to  secure  the  fruits  of  our  long,  but  successful 
struggle,  under  the  old  republican  flag  of  ’98,  which 
though  tattered  and  torn  has  never  yet  been  lower- 
ed, and  with  the  blessing  of  God,  never  shall  be 
with  my  consent. 

*In  the  senate  on  the  26th  ult.,  when  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  finance,  declaring  that  “the 
prayer  of  the  respective  petitioners  for  a national 
bank  ought  net  to  be  granted,”  came  before  the 
senate,  Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  report  as 
follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  “Resolved,”  and 
insert,  “That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish  a bank 
of  the  United  States  whenever  it  shall  be  manifest 
that  a clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  desire  such  an  institution;”  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

A motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
report  was  rejected — ayes  15,  noes  30. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “Resolved,” 
and  inserting:  “That  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate 
a clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  opposed  to  a national  bank,  and  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.” 

Pending  the  above  amendments,  Mr.  Calhoun 
said  that  the  course  which  he  intended  to  pursue 
was,  first  to  vote  against  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and,  if  that  succeeded,  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  itself,  so  as  to  bring  the  question 
nakedly  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  what  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  this 
time  is  in  relation  to  a bank;  and  much  less  was  he 
prepared  to  commit  himself  in  favor  of  one  in  con- 
tingencies contemplated  by  the  amendment  tn  the 
amendment.  Where  the  constitution  or  important 
political  principles  are  involved,  his  only  guide  was 
his  judgment  and  his  conscience,  and  not  the  popu- 
lar voice. 

If  there  was  any  trick  or  management  in  bringing 
forward  the  report,  to  entrap  any  senator  who  may 
not  have  made  up  his  opinion  definitively  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a bank,  as  my  colleague  supposes,  he 
was  wholly  ignorant  of  it.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  committee  on  finance  had  reported  until  this 
morning,  nor  that  it  was  intended  to  take  up  the 
report  till  a short  time  before  it  was  called  up;  but 
he  did  not  doubt  the  propriety  of  taking  the  sense 
of  the  senate  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank.  The 
memorialists  had  petitioned  to  establish  a national 
bank,  and  it  was  due  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the 
country  at  large,  that  there  should  be  an  explicit 
declaration  of  the  sense  of  the  senate  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  considered  it,  in  fact,  among  the  measures 
of  relief,  that  the  sense  of  congress  should  be  fully 
known  as  to  what  ought  and  what  ought  not  to  be 
done;  there  is  a vast  amount  of  capital  now  locked 
up  awaiting  our  decision,  which  would  flow  out,  as 
soon  as  it  was  known,  to  stimulate  business,  and 
relieve  the  money  pressure,  at  this  important  season, 
when  the  fall  trade  is  about  to  commence. 

•Mr.  C.  then  said  that  his  colleague  had  made 
some  remarks  which  he  could  not  pass  unnoticed. 
He  understood  him  to  say  that  to  assent  to  any  im- 
portant part  of  the  message  was  to  support  the 
whole,  and  that  it  was,  in  fact,  to  become  a partisan 
of  the  administration. 

[Here  Mr.  Preston  dissented,  and  stated  that  what 
he  did  say  was,  that  according  to  his  impression,  the 
support  of  the  leading  measure  of  the  administra- 
tion seemed  to  him  as  necessarily  involving  an  entire 
support  of  the  administration.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed,  that  he  was  gratified  to  receive 
the  explanation  of  his  colleague;  and  that  he  now 
understood  him  as  merely  stating  his  impression  of 


*The  debate  on  the  questions  connected  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance,  with  the 
yeas  and  nays,  will  be  inserted  at  length  hereafter. 


what  ought  to  be  the  effects  of  supporting  any  of 
the  prominent  measures  recommended  in  the  mes- 
sage. He  must  say  that  his  (Mr.  C.’s)  impressions 
were  wholly  different.  No  one  knew  better  than 
his  colleague,  that  he  never  acted  but  in  relation  to 
an  object,  and  that  object  usually  one  somewhat 
remote,  and  that  he  advanced  towards  it  with  a 
steady  step,  regardless  of  the  difficulties  and  the 
party  combinations  about  him.  He  was  master  of 
his  own  move,  and  acknowledged  connexion  with 
no  party  but  the  state  rights  party  and  the  small 
band  of  nuliifiers;  and  acted  either  with  or  against 
the  administration  or  the  national  party,  just  as  it 
was  calculated  to  further  the  principles  and  policy 
which  we  of  that  party  regarded  as  essential  to  the 
liberty  and  institutions  of  the  country.  It  was  thus 
he  acted  in  the  present  instance.  He  knew  his  lati- 
tude and  longitude;  he  had  not  neglected  his  log- 
book, and  had  kept  an  exact  reckoning,  and  knew 
the  precise  point  where  he  was,  and  in  what  direc- 
tion he  was  moving.  The  object  for  which  he  and 
those  with  whom  he  had  acted  had  united  with  the 
nationals  had  been  accomplished.  Executive  usur- 
pation had  been  arrested.  The  treasury  was  empty, 
and  the  administration  had  scarcely  a majority  in 
either  house,  or  the  union.  But  the  event  which 
had  separated  us  and  the  nationals,  had  at  the  same 
time  put  an  end  to  the  Jackson  parly — they  had  run 
out.  That  remarkable  man  had  formed  a personal 
party,  held  together  by  his  great  influence,  and  the 
immense  patronage  placed  in  his  hands.  He  was 
off  the  stage  now,  and  the  gorged  treasury  had  been 
turned  into  empty  boxes..  The  cohesive  principle 
of  his  party  was  destroyed,  and  it  had  dissolved  into 
its  elements.  It  had  no  option  but  to  re-unite  on 
the  old  principles  that  brought  it  into  power,  and 
fall  back  on  the  ground  where  it  stood  in  1827,  and 
where  he  and  his  friends  had  continued  to  stand  all 
along.  It  was  that  or  utter  destruction.  In  the 
meantime,  the  government  itself  had  been  brought 
back  by  a series  of  decisive  moves,  almost  to  where 
it  stood  at  its  commencement  in  1798;  no  bank,  no 
tariff,  nor  almost  any  of  those  measures  to  which 
they  were  the  fruitful  parent.  This  was  the  point 
we  had  reached:  executive  encroachments  arrested 
from  its  own  weakness,  and  legislative  encroach- 
ments by  the  overthrow  of  the  system  which  it  had 
builded  up  in  a long  course  of  years.  Could  he, 
a member  of  the  state  rights  party,  hesitate  what 
course  he  should  pursue  in  so  remarkable  a junc- 
ture? It  was  clear  as  the  noon-day  sun.  We  are 
the  sworn  enemy  both  of  executive  and  legislative 
usurpation;  and  of  the  two,  more  opposed,  if  possi- 
ble, to  the  latter  than  the  former;  because,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  it  must  take  precedence  in  the  or- 
der of  time.  Without  the  legislative,  there  could 
be  no  executive  usurpation.  Congress  must  first 
encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  state,  before  the 
executive' can  be  strong  enough  to  encroach  on  its 
powers;  but  as  soon  as  they  do,  the  benefit  en«res, 
not  to  them,  but  the  president.  Reason  and  expe- 
rience both  prove  this.  Now,  sir,  while  the  national 
party  have  shown  themselves  the  foe  of  executive 
encroachments,  they  have  been,  and  he  feared  were 
still,  the  advocates  of  a liberal  construction  of  the 
constitution-— the  supporters  of  delegated  against 
reserved  powers.  To.  it,  then,  may  be  traced  most 
of  those  acts  which  have  gone  so  far  to  convert 
this  into  a consolidated  government,  and  to  which 
they  still  cling.  On  the  contrary,  a very  large  por- 
tion of  the  Jackson  party,  then  drawn  oil' from  their 
principles  by  his  extraordinary  influence  and  power, 
still  professed,  and,  I doubt  not,  sincere^,  the  op- 
posite principle,  notwithstanding  their  frequent, 
ant,  he  must  say,  great  departure  from  their  prac- 
tice in  many  particulars.  Now,  he  would  ask,  what 
coarse  ought  he  to  pursue  under  such  circum- 
stances? He,  the  opponent  of  all  encroachments, 
from  whatever  quarter,  executive  or  legislative? 
Was  it  for  him  to  join  the  friend^of  the  tariff,  of  a 
national  bank,  and  the  whole  system  of  congres- 
sional usurpation,  and  utterly  break  down  his  old 
allies  of  1827,  who  had  sheltered  under  his  position, 
and  thus  give  a complete  and  final  victory  to  his 
old  opponents  of  that  period,  and  with  it  a perma- 
nent ascendancy  to  them  and  their  principles  and 
policy,  which  he  honestly  believed  could  not  but 
end  in  consolidation,  with  the  loss  of  our  liberty 
and  institutions?  Or  rather,  was  it  not  his  duty, 
thinking  as  he  did,  and  with  the  objects  he  had 
been  long  pursuing,  to  prevent  such  a result,  and  to 
call  a rally  of  his  old  allies  on  the  ground  where  he 
stood,  and  where  they  did  in  1827,  in  order  to  arrest 
the  final  triumph  of  the  principles  to  which  he  and 
they  were  then  both  opposed?  But  my  colleague 
seems  to  think  that  the  danger  of  executive  usurpa- 
tion is  not  yet  over,  and  that  that  department  is  not 
so  prostrated  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  supposed.  Instead  of 
this,  he  thinks  they  still  are  meditating  schemes  of 
power.  Be  it  so.  He  was  not  more  confiding  than 
his  colleague.  Experience  had  taught  him  distrust 
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of  power;  and  if  his  apprehensions  should  prove 
correct,  he  stood  ready  to  rally  with  his  recent  al- 
lies against  executive  usurpation,  with  all  the  zeal 
and  energy  which  had  ever  impelled  him. 

He  was  prepared  to  go  much  lurther,  and  hoped 
to  have  the  aid  of  those  with  whom  he  so  lately 
acted,  to  push  forward  and  guard,  by  prudent  and 
wise  enactments,  guided  by  our  recent  experience, 
against  the  recurrence  hereafter  of  the  danger  of  the 
encroachments  of  the  executive.  We  now  know 
the  great  danger  from  that  quarter,  and  he  was  pre- 
pared to  do  his  duty  in  providing  effectual  guards. 

He  saw  that  this  was  the  moment  to  reap  the 
fruit  of  the  double  victory  which  had  been  achiev- 
ed, mainly  by  the  small  party  to  which  he  belonged, 
both  against  the  encroachments  of  congress  on  the 
rights  of  the  states,  and  the  president  on  the  rights 
of  congress,  and  thereby  place  the  liberty  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  on  a durable  basis,  which  he 
hoped  to  effect  by  uniting  with  the  nationals  in 
providing  effectual  guards  against  the  future  usur- 
pations of  the  executive,  and  his  old  friends  and 
allies  of  ’27,  in  resisting  the  usurpation  of  congress 
on  the  states;  and  as  the  first  step  in  the  discharge 
of  this  important  duty,  he  joined  them  in  opposing 
a bank  and  a reunion  of  the  government  with  the 
banking  system,  and  was  prepared  to  act  through- 
out with  them  against  congressional  encroachment 
in  every  form  and  shape.  He  trusted  he  had  now 
defined  his  position  so  as  to  leave  no  possibility  of 
mistake  as  to  where  he  was,  where  he  was  going, 
and  under  what  flag  he  sailed.  In  taking  his  course, 
he  was  neither  an  administration  man  nor  an  oppo- 
sition man,  and  much  less  any  man’s  man.  He  be- 
longed to  no  party  but  the  states  rights,  and  wished 
to  be  considered  nothing  more  than  a plain,  and  an 
honest  nullifier. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  H.  A.  WISE. 

The  following  letter  was  furnished,  by  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  it  was  addressed,  to  the  editor  of  the 
Baltimore  Patriot,  on  his  solicitation,  for  publication. 

Washington,  Sept.  24th,  1837. 

My  dear  friend:  You  asked  me  “what  remedy 

will  congress  give  to  the  suffering  community?”  I 
am  sorry,  forthe  sake  of  our  country,  that  I must  re- 
turn you  a very  unsatisfactory  answer. 

My  decided  opinion  is,  that  the  hour  has  not  yet 
come  for  relief.  The  president  has  said  in  his  mes- 
sage that  the  “ community ” must  not  look  to  “the 
government .”  We  all  know  what  that  is — for  "too 
much;”  and  I feel  well  assured  that  it  will  at  pre- 
sent obtain  from  “the  government” — nothing,  if  not 
worse  than  nothing. 

If  any  thing  be  done  by  congress,  what  that  will 
be  is  involved  in  extreme  doubt.  We  have  almost 
all  been  led  of  late  to  doubt  our  own  identity — con- 
fusion reigns.  But  for  the  defection  in  a certain 
quarter  we  would  not  now  be  so  bewildered;  and 
yet,  the  daily  developments  show  us,  as  those  of 
yestea^lay  in  the  senate,  that  we  are  but  exchanging 
prisoners,  and  perhaps  our  force  will  not  be  much 
diminished.  I cannot  however  see  in  the  present 
posture  of  parties  how  any  permanent  system  ef 
finance  can  be  adopted,  admitting  the  different  divi- 
sions of  parties,  to  act  in  good  faith  consistent  with 
their  avowed  principles. 

I have  not  a doubt  that  there  is  a large  majority 
in  both  houses  of  congress  really  in  favor  of  a Uni- 
ted States  bank,  but  not  a majority  in  either  house, 
perhaps,  who  dare  to  declare  themselves  so  at  this 
time.  All  those  of  the  opposition  who  believe  a U. 
S.  bank  constitutional  are  ready  to  urge  the  meas- 
ure whenever  it  can  be  carried,  and  those  of  that 
party  who  believe  it  unconstitutional,  will,  of  course, 
never  adopt  it.  But,  1 mean  to  say  that  I believe 
there  are  many  in  the  administration  ranks,  who 
never  doubted  its  constitutionality  or  expediency, 
who  are  waiting  only  for  the  opposition  friends  of 
that  measure  to  take  upon  themselves  the  odium  of 
forcing  it  upon  the#.  They  are  willing,  ultimately, 
to  be  forced.  I believe  the  president  himself  is  in 
that  very  anomalous  condition,  and  I hope  the  whigs 
will  persist  in  their  course  of  good  sense  not  to  help 
him  or  his  party  out  of  the  unenviable  predicament. 
No  whig  will  or  should  propose  a national  bank 
now,  because  the  administration  is  not  now  willing 
to  be  forced.  If  a charter  was  proposed  and  passed 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  senate  would  defeat 
it  or  the  president  would  veto  it  at  this  time.  A 
national  bank  then  will  not  be  proposed — it  is  im- 
practicable. 

The  “conservatives”  in  fact  have  no  measures — 
not  to  propose,  for  some  they  have  proposed,  but 
no  measures  to  succeed.  The  “loco  foco”  faction 
with  a large  portion  of  the  opposition  will  defeat 
all  their  temporising  local  bank  schemes;  for  the 
local  bank  system,  all  must  confess,  has  signally 
failed. 

If  the  “conservatives”  mean  what  they  say,  and 
firmly  maintain  their  ground,  they  will  unite  with 


the  opposition  in  defeating  the  “loco  foco”  scheme 
of  a.  sub-treasury  system.  If  they  no  not,  that  plan 
will  be  consummated  in  a bona  fide  treasury  bank. 
But  I am  inclined  to  trust  their  firmness,  because  I 
believe  that  the  president  designed  his  own  recom- 
mendation to  fail;  and,  if  so,  the  result  is  that  all 
three  alternatives,  a U.  S.  bank,  the  conservative 
and  loco  foco  plans  respectively,  will  fail  for  the 
present.  Such  is  the  position  of  parties,  and  such 
will  be  the  result  of  all  measures  for  relief!  The 
administration  has  not  the  force  to  be  unlling,  and  not 
the  willingness  to  be  forced  to  do  that  which  alone 
can  restore  order  out  of  chaos.  But  “the  party” 
thrives  best  in  the  midst  of  disorder;  to  plunder  is 
more  easy,  and  the  harvest  of  spoils  is  the  more 
abundant.  They  abhor  a system  of  order  as  nature 
does  a vacuum.  If  congress  adjourns  withoutdoing 
any  thing,  and  things  grow  worse,  the  president 
will  have  it  to  say  it  was  because  his  plans  were  not 
adopted,  though  they  are  now  and  will  continue  to 
be  in  practical  operation,  whether  congress  acts  or 
fails  to  act.  All  this  will  be,  if  it  happens  as  I anti- 
cipated. We  were  called  here  merely  to  violate 
all  scripture  in  the  work  of  patching — to  make  the 
rent  worse  by  putting  “a  piece  of  now  cloth  unto 
an  old  garment” — to  pass  some  temporary  statutes 
to  suspend — that  is  to  repeal  the  4th  instalment  un- 
der the  deposite  law — to  create  treasury  notes — in 
a word  to  put  confusion  into  hotchpotch,  and  espe- 
cially— that  was  in  fact  the  main  and  real  object  at 
least — to  appropriate  some  millions  more  to  the  prose- 
cution of  that  disgraceful  Florida  war,  and  then — to 
go  home! 

The  truth  is,  the  nation  has  to  go  through  its  day 
of  probation,  and  I hope  of  purgation  too . I advise 
the  mercantile  interest,  that  much  abused  class  call- 
ed merchants,  who  have  been  beggared  by  “the 
government”  and  then  made  outcasts,  and  outlaw- 
ed too  by  the  president  and  his  party — that  interest 
which  is  no  more  dependent  upon  the  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  government  interests  than  they 
are  all  dependent  upon  it — not  to  look  any  longer  to 
congress,  or  to  politicians,  or  president,  or  to  par- 
ty— the  whig  party  is  crippled — but  to  husband 
their  resuorces  and  to  wait  for  the  leaking  up  of  the 
people!  I look  to  the  people  alone — the  next  two 
years  will  decide  not  only  their  fate,  but  the  fate  of 
our  liberty.  You  know  my  opinion  is  that  nothing 
will  save  us  but  a U.  S.  bank.  We  must  patiently 
wait  until  all  the  humbug  “experiments”  are  tried, 
endure  all  their  evils  until  the  people  are  heartily 
sick  of  them,  and  when  they  shall  begin  to  think 
and  act  l'or  themselves;  then,  and  not  till  then,  can 
we  begin  to  repair  our  commercial  and  financial, 
our  individual  and  national  ruin.— God  grant  us  a 
safe  and  speedy  deliverance  from  the  harpies  who 
now  batten  on  that  wide-spread  ruin.  Yours,  sin- 
cerely, HEIVRY  A.  WISE. 

Z.  Collins  Lee,  esq.  Baltimore,  Md. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

September  29.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a memo- 
rial from  citizens  of  Towanda,  Penn.,  one  from  citi- 
zens of  Wysox,  Penn.,  one  from  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  Penn.,  and  one  from  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  county,  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  two  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  praying  that  slavery 
be  immediately  abolished  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a petition  from  Dr.  Perrine, 
late  United  States  consul  at  Campeachy,  praying 
for  a township  of  land  for  certain  purposes. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
report  to  the  senate  what  fees  are  due,  by  law,  on 
the  renewal  of  merchants’  bonds,  and  whether  any 
further  legal  provision  on  that  subject  be  required. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  received  several  letters 
from  New  York  on  this  subject,  full  of  deep  and 
loud  complaints  of  the  exorbitant  amount  of  official 
fees  charged  on  the  renewal  of  merchants’  bonds 
under  the  acts  of  congress.  In  one  case,  said  Mr. 
Webster,  I learn  that  on  renewing  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  the  fees 
amounted  to  12  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum.  I 
hope  that  there  is  some  mistake  in  this,  although 
my  information  is  from  a highly  creditable  source. 
I shall,  of  course,  forbear  comment  on  such  a 
charge,  until  the  fact  be  established.  I do  not 
know  under  w’hat  law  this  is  supposed  to  be  justifi- 
ed. There  may  be  some  treasury  regulation  au- 
thorized by  some  act  of  congress,  or  supposed  to 
be  so  authorized.  It  is  a matter  which  calls  for 
immediate  attention,  and  if  the  senate  adopt  the 
resolution,  I shall  at  once  put  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  in  possession  of  the  sources  of  my  in- 
formation. 


Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  observed  that  he  had 
himself  received  similar  information  from  some 
very  respectable  quarters  in  New  York,  and  he 
was  induced  to  believe  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
prompt  action  on  the  subject  by  congress  to  relieve 
from  such  oppression. 

Mr.  Grundy  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be 
preferable  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  committee  on 
finance,  of  which  committee  Mr.  Webster  was  a 
member. 

Mr.  Webster.  I believe,  sir,  that  the  member 
from  Tennessee  was  not  in  his  seat  when  I intro- 
duced the  resolution.  I say,  again,  therefore,  that 
I have  received  some  letters  from  New  York,  com- 
plaining very  loudly  of  the  fees  charged  on  the  re- 
newal of  merchants’  bonds.  In  one  case,  it  is  said, 
on  bonds  amounting  to  six  thousand  dollars,  the 
fees  were  equal  to  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  sum.  I 
repeat,  sir,  I do  not  desire  to  comment  on  such 
cases  till  the  tacts  be  established.  That  there  is 
reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  great  abuses  ex- 
ist, I have  no  doubt.  If  they  are  as  rank  as  repre- 
sented, it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  merchants  will  be 
fleeced  to  such  an  extent  by  these  official  fees,  that 
the  acts  of  congress,  intended  for  their  relief,  will 
be  of  very  little  benefit. 

As  the  subject  respects  official  fees,  charged  by 
a law  officer,  it  belongs  properly,  no  doubt,  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  sub-treasury  system  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
about  three  hours  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Preston  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  others,  and  had  spoken  about  an  hour,  when 
he  yielded  the  floor  for  a motion  for  adjournment, 
and  the  senate  adjourned. 

September  30.  Mr.  Young  presented  a memorial 
from  ten  individuals,  relating  to  pre-emption  rights. 
Mr.  Buchanan  presented  three  memorials  from  ci- 
tizens of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
monstrating against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
urion.  Also,  one  of  the  same  kind  from  a number 
of  citizens  of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  All  of 
which  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Preston  took  this  occasion  to  state  that  an 
attempt  would  be  made  hereafter  to  exclude  such 
petitions  from  the  two  houses  of  congress  as  had 
relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  southern  de-. 
legation  and  the  southern  portion  of  the  country 
being  determined  to  resist  their  reception;  and  that, 
at  as  early  a day  as  was  consistent  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress,  a motion  would  be  made  to  that 
effect,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the 
country  and  of  congress  on  this  subject;  and  that 
he  (Mr.  P.)  stood  pledged  that  the  question  should 
be  presented  here. 

The  senate  then  again  took  up  the  treasury  bill, 
with  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment*  Mr.  Preston  re- 
sumed the  floor  in  continuation  of  the  remarks  he 
commenced  yesterday,  and  spoke  about  three  hours, 
in  reply  to  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  and  other 
members  who  had  advocated  the  sub-treasury  and 
hard  money  schemes.  Mr.  Brown,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, followed  in  a speech  of  about  an  hour  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  &.c. 

The  senate,  by  general  consent,  laid  aside  this 
bill,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  the 
deposite  postponement  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  limits  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  January  1st,  1S39;  that  is,  postpones 
the  payment  of  the  instalment  to  that  period  instead 
of  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  amendment  had  been  jti1- 
formally  examined  by  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  they  had  recommended  that  the  senate  unani- 
mously agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it 
passed  the  senate,  and  could  not  suffer  it  to  pass  as 
amended  by  the  house  of  representatives  without 
his  dissent.  He  considered  this  government  pledg- 
ed by  every  principle  of  honor  and  justice  to  make 
the  deposites  in  strict  conformity  to  the  deposite 
act  of  23d  June,  1836;  the  states 'had  a right  to  ex- 
pect it,  and  in  most  instances  had  made  appropria- 
tions of  the  money.  The  state  from  which  he 
came  had  appropriated  the  three  instalments  hereto- 
fore received,  and  had  created  expectatiens  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  fourth,  and  would  be  greatly 
disappointed  should  congress  postpone  or  withhold 
it,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  as  returned  from  the  house. 

The  deposite  act  of  1836,  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ascertain  and  state,  the 
amount  that  would  be  deposited  with  each  state  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1837.  He  had  done  so,  and 
had  paid  three  instalments;  and  would  congress 
now  step  in  and  say  to  the  states,  we  expected  to 
be  able  to  deposite  the  sum  stated  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  but  we  were  mistaken;  times  have 
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changed,  you  must  do  without  it;  the  government 
will  be  embarrassed  if  we  give  you  the  money.  Mr. 
T.  considered  it  a relief  measure  to  make  the  de- 
posite  in  good  faith.  This  government  could  not 
make  a more  deadly  stab  at  the  interest  of  the  state 
from  which  he  came.  The  western  banks  had 
large  amounts  of  public  money  deposited  in  their 
vaults,  and  if  we  permitted  the  deposites  to  be 
faithfully  made,  the  banks  would  transfer  their  pub- 
lic money  to  the  states;  it  would  remain  and  enter 
into  circulation  amongst  the  western  people;  the 
legislature  could  indulge  the  banks,  and  the  banks 
could  indulge  their  debtors,  thereby  making  it  a 
permanent  relief  measure.  But  if  we  withhold  the 
fourth  instalment,  (said  Mr.  T.)  and  force  the  sil- 
ver from  the  western  banks  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  consequences  will  be,  that  you 
will  cripple  the  new  states,  check  the  internal  im- 
provements now  going  successfully  on,  and  distress 
all  classes  of  our  people. 

Mr.  T.  said  this  bill  passed  the  senate  some  days 
ago,  soon  after  he  reached  the  city,  and  while  the 
state  of  his  health  forbade  his  expressing  the  strong 
objections  he  entertained  to  the  bill.  He  now  took 
oceasiou  to  say  that  the  effects  of  this  measure 
would  be  most  ruinous  to  the  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  state  he  had  in  part  the  honor  to  represent 
here.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by  calling  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
being  put,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment 
of  the  house  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calho.un,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Prentiss, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Swift,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Pierce,  Tipton— 2. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  district  attorneys  for  the 
renewal  of  custom-house  bonds.  Read,  and  order- 
ed to  a second  reading.  [This  bill  fixes  the  fees  to 
five  dollars  for  each  renewal.] 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Black,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  deliver 
to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  ten 
copies  of  the  state  papers,  published  by  Duff  Green, 
on  the  public  lands. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  was  again  taken  up,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  senate  adjourned, 
October  2.  The  sub-treasury  bill  being  resumed, 
Mr.  Preston  gave- notice  that  when  in  order  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  amamendment  to  the  bill  pend- 
ing before  tbe  senate,  'making  the  state  banks  spe- 
cial depositories  of  the  accruing  revenues  of  the 
government.'  It  was  his  intention  to  offer  such  an 
amendment,  whatever  might  be  the  result  of  the 
vote  on  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn.) 

Mr.  Bayard  then  addressed  the  senate  at  length 
upon  the  bill.  Mr.  Calhoun  followed  in  explana- 
tions. On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  limiting 
the  district  attorney’s  fees  in  New  York,  was  taken 
up  for  its  third  reading.  Mr.  Webster  expressed 
his  fear  that  the  bill  would  be  inadequate  and  insuf- 
ficient for  the  removal  of  the  evil  complained  of. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Web- 
ster offered  the  following  amendment: 

‘•"And  that  no  suits  shall  be  brought,  or  costs  in- 
curred, on  any  bond  for  the  renewal  of  which  pro- 
vision is  made  by  law,  unless  the  party,  or  parties, 
shall  neglect  to  apply  for  such  renewal  lor  more 
than  twenty  days  after  the  maturity  of  such  bond.” 
Mr.  Webster  explained  the  object  of  his  amend- 
ment to  be  to  prevent  what  are  called  “snap-judg- 
ments, ” an d other  tricks  employed  by  pettifoggers. 

After  a brief  conversation  between  Mr.  Webster 
and  Mr.  Grundy,  the  latter  gentleman  objecting  to 
the  allowance  of  twenty  days,  and  wishing  it  to  be 
left  in  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  sue  instantly  if  he  should  think  it  best  for  the 
public  interest, 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  the  wish  for  further 
time  on  a matter  of  such  importance,  and  moved  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
till  to-morrow,  which  motion  prevailed;  and 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
fora  sub-treasury  system.  (Informally  suspended 
to  allow  of  the  consideration  of  the  attorneys’  fees 
hill.) 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
treasury scheme,  and  the  separation  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  mainly  arguing  from  leading 
facts  and  general  principles,  and  replying  to  some 
of  the  principal  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
those  measures. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  joint  resolu- 
tion fixing  the  time  of  the  adjournment,  substituting 


the  16th  for  the  9th  inst.,  was  taken  up,  and  after  a 
slight  discussion,  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  the  senate  adjourned. 

October  3.  The  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bfiTfo  provide  for  the  collection  and  keeping 
of  the  public  money,  with  the  amendment(^lfered 
by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  more  than  two  hours  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  and  the  bill,  further  arguing 
mostly  on  points  which  he  had  already  adduced, 
and  replying  to  the  remarks  of  various  senators,  es- 
pecially those  of  Mr.  Webster. 

When  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Webster  rose  in  ex- 
planation, and  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, as,  also,  to  Mr.  Buchanan.  Mr.  Buchanan 
followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
amendment,  which  was  as  follows: 

Add  the  following  as  a new  section: 

Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  J anuary,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  resolution  of  eighteen  and  sixteen, 
authorizing  the  receiving  of  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  in  dues  to  the  government,  shall  be  so  modi- 
fied that  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due  to  the 
government  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands, 
or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie-paying banks;  and  that  from  and  alter  the  first 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
one  half  may  be  so  received;  and  from  and  after  the 
first  day  ot  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty, 
one  fourth;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  all  sums  due 
for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts  to 
the  government,  and  all  payments  to  the  general 
post-office,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed 
to  be  received  by  law;  and  from  and  after  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in 
making  disbursements  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  general  post-office,  shall  make  all 
payments  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only,  or  in  such 
notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  as  aforesaid,  when  au- 
thorized by  law;  and  any  receiving  or  disbursing 
officer,  or  agent,  who  shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  be  dismissed  the 
service,  and  shall  forfeit  all  compensation  which 
may  then  be  due  him. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Btrango,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young-fr24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King,  of  Geor- 
gia, Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White—23.! 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Rives  as  a sub- 
stitute for  the  whole  bill  (authorizing  the  reception 
of  the  bills  of  all  specie-paying  banks  not  issuing 
notes  of  less  than  $20,)  was  then  tried,  and  lost  by 
the  following  vote:  

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 26. 

::  Mr.  Preston  then  offered  a substitute  for  this  bill, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  make  special  deposites  of  the  accruing  revenues 
of  the  United  States  in  banks  most  conveniently 
situated,  and  to  make  such  terms  with  them  as  in 
his  judgment  would  best  promote  the  public  interest. 

This  substitute  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King,  of  Geor- 
gia, Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White — 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 26. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  moved  an  amendment,  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 


prescribe  the  time  and  distance  when  and  where  the 
drafts  shall  be  presented,  so  that  no  drafts  shall  be 
paid  unless  presented  within  the  time  fixed  by  the 
secretary. 

Mr.  Crittenden  deprecated  the  great  and  arbitrary 
power  conferred  by  such  a clause  upon  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  amended  his  own  amendment, 
making  it  to  read  that  in  default  of  presentation  by 
the  holder  of  the  draft,  within  the  time  fixed  by 
the  secretary  for  presentation,  then  the  debt  on  the 
draft  shall  not  be  extinguished,  but  the  secretary 
shall  pay  the  draft  in  any  other  mode,  or  any  other 
place,  or  at  any  other  time  he  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  Buchanan  explained  the  object  of  his  amend- 
ment to  be  to  prevent  gold  and  silver  from  accumu- 
lating in  the  collectors’  strong  boxes,  while  the 
drafts  were  circulating  over  the  country.  The 
drafts  being  so  much  more  convenient  for  remit- 
tance from  place  to  place  than  gold  and  silver,  v\  ould, 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  afraid,  circulate  instead  of  the 
metal.  The  amendment  was  intended  to  prevent 
this  convenience  from  being  enjoyed,  and  to  make 
the  holder  of  the  bill  take  his  gold  or  silver  out  of 
the  treasury,  nolens  volens,  and  transmit  that,  instead 
of  paper,  as  well  he  could. 

The  amendment,  so  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

A long  discussion  took  place  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Morris,  proposing  that  no  notes 
should  be  received  from  any  bank  which  were  not 
payable  at  the  place  of  issue. 

Mr.  Strange  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  Mr. 
Morris’  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  restriction  as 
to  notes  under  $5;  which  amendment  prevailed, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Ni- 
cholas, Prentiss,  Roane,  Robbins,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Wall,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King,  of  Georgia, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams — 20. 

Mr.  Morris’  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then 
adopted:  Ayes  26,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  authorizing  a 
premium  of  one  per  cent,  on  gold  coin  paid  into 
the  treasury;  which  being  objected  to,  he  laid  it  on 
the  table,  with  a view  to  attach  it  to  some  other  bill. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  a third 
reading  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clajq  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White— 23. 

The  chair  presented  a report  from  the  war  de- 
partment from  the  president  of  the  board  of  officers 
appointed  to  examine  certain  new  inventions  in 
fire-arms.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

October  4.  Petitions  were  presented  by  Mr. 
McKean,  Mr.  Roane,  and  Mr.  Korvell. 

Mr.  Grundy  offered  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  a second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be,  and  I v 
is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  the  postage  on  all  let- 
ters sent  by  the  express  mail  to  be  paid  in  advance 
at  the  time  when  such  letters  are  deposited  in  the 
office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  restricting  to 
five  dollars  the  fees  of  the  district  attorney  on  the 
renewal  or  extension  of  custom  house  bonds  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Clayton  offered  an  amendment,  having  for  its 
object  to  prevent  any  suspension  of  the  right  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  by  the 
wording  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  himself  not 
satisfied  with  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  There  were, 
he  understood,  4,000  bonds  to  be  renewed  in  the 
city  of  New  York  alone,  and,  if  this  bill  passed,  it 
would  put  into  the  pockets  of  a few  officers  of  gov- 
ernment a sum  of  20,000  or  30,000  dollars — a sum 
levied  upon  the  merchants  in  a case  of  relief! 
When  the  original  bond  is  given  by  the  collector, 
the  fees  are  onty  sixty  cents;  why,  then,  take  out 
of  his  hands  the  renewal  of  the  bond,  and  charge 
five  dollars?  Mi’.  Clay  thought  an  act  of  relief  to 
merchants  should  not  be  spoilt  by  enabling  some 
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few  officers  of  government  to  make  large  fortunes 
out  of  their  distresses.  To  a large  importer,  the 
sum  perhaps  was  nothing,  but  to  the  greater  num- 
ber of  importers  the  charge  was  a heavy  tax,  the 
whole  sum  of  their  bonds  not  being  for  more  than 
$50,  and  here  was  a charge  of  ten  per  cent.  He 
wished  it  might  be  proposed  to  give  the  collector 
the  renewal  of  the  bonds,  and  limit  his  lees  to  sixty 
cents  only,  the  same  as  is  paid  on  the  original  bond. 

Mr.  Grundy  explained  that  the  whole  object  of 
the  committee  in  reporting  the  bill  was  to  do  jus- 
tice to  all  parties;  the  committee  had  done  as  well 
as  it  could  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  information. 

Mr.  Buchanan  complained  of  the  imperfect  state 
of  legislation  on  the  subject  of  costs  in  general. 
Tees  varied  as  much  as  one,  two,  and  even  three 
hundred  per  cent,  in  different  states;  if  they  are  to 
be  regarded  as  a species  of  taxation,  this  is  not  a 
uniformity  of  taxation.  He  thought  the  fees  gene- 
rally in  these  cases  too  high.  In  reference  to  the 
district  attorney  of  New  York,  he  had  received  in- 
formation from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  that 
that  officer  had  charged  less  than  the  law  entitled 
him  to.  Mr.  B.  then  offered  an  amendment,  mak- 
ing the  fees  on  all  bonds  above  $ 500  to  be  $4,  and 
on  bonds  below  that  amount  $2. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  after  a few  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  New  York  law  relating  to  fees,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrow,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  more  information. 

Mr.  Webster  stated  he  had  received  further  infor- 
mation from  New  York,  by  which  he  learnt  that 
the  statement  first  forwarded  to  him  was  not  strict- 
ly correct  in  some  of  its  particulars.  He  thought 
$ 2 a sufficient  fee  in  all  the  cases.  He  was  desi- 
rous that  relief  should  be  given  where  it  was  due, 
as  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  bad  examples  were  con- 
tagious, and  similar  high  charges  were  made  in 
other  places. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  wish  in  his  remarks  to  reflect 
upon  the  district  attorney  of  New  York,  or  any 
other  attorney,  but  he  deprecated  the  principle, 
and  thought  the  subject  open  for  consideration,  and 
called  for  redress.  He  gave  notice  that  when  the 
bill  next  came  up  he  should  move  that  the  collector 
be  charged  with  the  business  of  the  renewal  of  the 
same  fee  (viz.  60  cents)  as  he  receives  on  giving 
the  original  bond. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  in  reference  to  the  district 
attorney;  that  officer  had  charged,  in  most  cases, 
less  than  he  was  entitled  to  by  law.  Mr.  W. 
thought  the  fees  too  high,  and  was  willing  a change 
should  be  made  in  the  law. 

The  bill  was  then,  by  consent,  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble until  to-morrow. 

The  following  engrossed  bill  was  read  a third 
time,  viz. 

A bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories,  in 
certain  cases,  on  public  officers. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mint  and  its  branches, 
all  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  surveyors  acting 
in  that  capacity,  all  receivers  of  public  money,  and 
postmasters,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
keep  safely,  without  loaning  or  using,  all  the  public 
money  collected  by  them,  or  otherwise,  at  any  time 
placed  in  their  possession,  till  the  same  is  ordered 
by  the  proper  department  to  be  transferred  or  paid 
out;  in  which  cases,  the  transfers  and  payments 
shall  be  faithfully  made  by  them  as  directed,  and 
all  other  duties  performed  as  fiscal  agents,  which 
may  be  imposed  by  this  or  former  acts  of  congress, 
or  by  any  regulation  of  the  treasury  department 
made  in  conformity  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatall  marshals, 
district  attorneys,  and  others  having  public  money 
to  pay  over,  and  all  patentees,  wishing  to  make  pay- 
ment to  the  United  States,  may  make  the  same  to 
the  treasurer  in  this  city,  or  to  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  when  near  or  convenient;  and  when  not, 
may  deposite  the  same  with  such  collector,  receiv- 
er, or  other  depository,  as  may  be  more  convenient- 
ly situated,  and  maybe  selected  for  that  purpose  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  public  money  in  the  possession  of  any  deposito- 
ry, by  collection,  transfer,  or  payment,  shall  be_ in- 
conveniently situated  for  public  use,  or  shall  accu- 
mulate so  as  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  existing 
bond  of  any  such  officer,  any  part  of  it,  or  the  ex- 
cess (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  either  be  drawn  out 
for  payments,  or  be  transferred  elsewhere  to  some 
other  depository;  or  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  require  such  additional  security  as  may  be 
considered  proper  and  safe;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
bonds,  new  and  suitable  in  their  terms,  shall  in  all 
cases,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  be  required  of  all  depositories,  in 
such  sums  and  form  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable 
and  seeure  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  for  the 


performance  of  all  the  duties  required  under  the 
same  or  any  previous  laws. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
officers,  respectively,  may  be  allowed  any  necessa- 
ry additional  expenses  for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests, 
or  vaults,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe- 
keeping, transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys; 
all  such  expenses  of  every  character  to  be  first  ex- 
pressly authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
whose  directions  upon  all  the  above  subjects,  by 
way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly 
followed  by  all  the  said  officers. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of  the 
books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the  several 
officers  charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys; 
and  for  that  purpose  to  appoint  special  agents,  as 
occasion  may  require,  with  such  reasonable  com- 
pensation as  he  may  allow,  to  be  fixed  and  declared 
at  the  time  of  each  appointment;  which  said  exam- 
inations, in  all  cases  where  the  sum  on  hand  usually 
exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  amount  oUthe  officer’s 
bond,  shall  not  be  made  less  frequently  than  once 
in  each  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently,  in  those 
and  all  other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his  discre- 
tion, shall  direct.  The  agents  selected  to  make 
these  examinations  shall  be  instructed  to  examine 
as  well  the  books,  accounts,  and  returns  of  the  offi- 
cer, as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of  its 
being  kept,  to  the  end  that  uniformity  and  accuracy 
in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the  public  mo- 
neys, may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  as  a further  guard  over  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval  offi- 
cer and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  collector  of 
the  customs  of  their  respective  districts;  of  each 
register  of  a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  recei- 
ver of  his  land  office;  and  of  the  director  and  super- 
intendent of  each  mint  and  branch  mint,  as  a check 
upon  the  treasurers,  respectively,  of  the  said  mints, 
at  the  close  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  as 
much  more  frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed  to  do 
so  bv  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  examine  the 
books,  accounts,  returns,  and  money  on  hand,  of 
the  collectors,  receivers  and  treasurers,  and  to 
make  a full,  accurate,  and  faithful  return  to  the 
treasury  department  of  their  condition. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  expedition 
as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  withdraw 
the  balances  remaining  with  the  late  and  present 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  those 
moneys  to  the  depositories  established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act,  a 
sufficient  sum  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers 
charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  are  hereby 
required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of  each  sum  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  kind  of  money  in  which  it  is  re- 
ceived, and  of  each  payment  or  transfer,  and  of  the 
kind  of  currency  in  which  they  are  made;  and  that 
if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  shall  convert  to  his 
own  use,  in  any'  way  whatsoever,  or  shall  use  by 
way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  mer- 
chandise, or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest, 
any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  him 
for  safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of  the 
said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  in- 
vested, used,  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  a high  misdemeanor;  and  any  officer  or  per- 
son convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  a term  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  the  resolution  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  authorizing  the  receiving  of 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  in  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  so  repealed  that  only  three-fourths  of 
the  amount  due  to  the  government,  for  duties,  taxes, 
sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  receiv- 
ed in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks;  and  that 
from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  one-half  may  be 
so  received;  and  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day 
ofDecember,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  one-fourth: 
Provided,  That  the  notes  of  no  bank  shall  be  receiv- 


ed which  shall  refuse  to  receive,  in  payment  and 
deposite,  at  par  with  gold  and  silver,  such  treasury 
notes,  or  bills,  as  congress  shall  authorize  to  be  re- 
ceived by  law  in  the  public  dues:  Provided  further. 
That  no  bank  note  of  a less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  or  which  note  shall  not  be  payable  where 
issued,  shall  be  receivable  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States;  and  from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one, 
all  sums  due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or 
other  debts  to  the  government,  and  all  payments  to 
the  general  post  office,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  only,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  is- 
sued under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  directed  to  be  received  by  law;  and  from 
and  after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  every 
officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making  disbursements 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  general 
post  office,  shall  make  all  payments  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  only,  or  in  such  notes,  bills  or  paper,  issu- 
ed as  aforesaid,  when  authorized  by  law;  and  anv 
receiving  or  disbursing  officer,  or  agent,  who  shall 
neglect,  evade,  or  violate  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  shall  forfeit 
all  compensation  which  may  then  be  due  him. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pre- 
scribe regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  presentation 
of  all  government  drafts,  for  payment,  at  the  place 
where  payable;  and  to  prescribe  the  time,  according 
to  the  different  distances  of  the  depositories,  within 
which  they  snail  be  presented  for  payment;  and,  in 
default  of  such  presentation,  to  prescribe  any  other 
mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may  deem 
proper. 

The  chair  having  stated  the  question  to  be, 
“Shall  the  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  more  than  an  hour, 
chiefly  against  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech,  having  alluded  to  a 
declaration  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, at  the  period  of  the.  excitement  caused  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  that  there  were  no  Sun- 
days in  revolutionary  times,  Mr.  Webster  rose,  and 
said  that  perhaps  he  ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the 
member  from  Alabama  for  his  quotation  and  adop- 
tion of  a report,  wholly  without  foundation,  which 
had  been  circulated  in  the  newspapers  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a meeting  of  many 
citizens  on  a Sunday  in  Baltimore,  at  .the  time  of 
the  excitement  in  the  country,  created  by  the  with- 
drawing of  the  depositc-s,  he  had  said  that  there  were 
no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary  limes.  That,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  Webster),  was  a vile  falsehood  and  slander.  I 
never  said  any  such  thing,  either  then  or  at  any 
other  time.  Having  been  home,  on  indispensable 
business,  I was  hastening  back  to  my  seat  here  to 
vote  on  very  important  measures  then  pending,  and 
in  regard  to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a Sun- 
day evening,  being  in  company  with  the  distin- 
guished and  honorable  gentleman  who  represented 
at  that  time  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  other 
house  of  congress,  W'e  found  on  landing  from  the 
boat,  and  repairing  to  the  hotel,  a collection  of  peo- 
ple, assembled  without  our  procurement  or  know- 
ledge. We  each  addressed  a few  observations  to 
them  on  the  absorbing  public  topics  which  had 
drawn  them  together;  and  this  we  felt  bound  to  do 
out  of  respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  which  are 
so  important  to  its  proper  observance.  But  no  such 
language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  the  member  has 
quoted  or  alluded  to  to-day,  escaped  irom  either  of 
us.  I should  not,  of  course,  have  noticed  in  my 
place  here,  the  original  slander,  if  it  had  not  been 
alluded  to  by  others. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  did  not  allude  to 
Mr.  Webster.  The  story  had  been  told  of  the 
othergentlemen.  Mr.  Webster  said  he  pronounced 
the  whole  story  a vile  slander,  whether  reported  of 
himself  or  his  friend.  Neither  of  us,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
Webster),  expressed  any  such  sentiment,  nor  any 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  original  and 
unmixed  calumny.  Mr  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  re- 
ply, stated  that,  if  it  was  a mistake  or  a calumny, 
it  proceeded  entirely  from  the  papers  in  favor  of  the 
political  principles  advocated  by  Mr.  W.  and  it  had 
not  proceeded  from,  or  been  circulated  in,  pa- 
pers of  the  other  side.  This  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  it  contradicted;  and,  hearing  it  from  such 
a source,  he  was  satisfied  he  must  have  been  misin- 
formed. 

Mr.  Southard  then  addressed  the  senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  arid  went  into  a full  and  close  ex- 
amination of  the  particulars  of  the  bill.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  plan  of  giving  the  secretary  the  power 
of  ordering  the  public  money  to  be  retained  by  any 
officer  he  pleased,  and  to  pay  it  out  to  whomsover 
he  pleased.  It  would  be  a system  of  favoritism. 
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He  thought  the  bill  an  imposition  upon  the  country, 
as  to  the  section  relating  to  the  expenses.  Instead 
of  costing  $60,000,  as  the  government  estimated  it, 
it  would  cost  $600,000.  Any  amount  of  money 
might  be  taken  for  the  expenses  of  this  scheme, 
which  the  secretary  might  be  pleased  to  take. 
There  was  no  limitation  to  him;  he  only  tells  the 
country  that  perhaps,  and  he  thinks  it  will  not  cost 
more  than  $60,000;  but  whatever  it  may  cost,  or 
he  may  please  to  make  it  cost,  he  is  by  the  bill  em- 
powered to  expend  as  much  as  he  thinks  proper. 
Mr.  S.  contended  that,  down  to  this  day,  such  an 
appropriation  had  never  been  made,  in  all  the  ac- 
tion of  this  government.  Jefferson  would  never 
have  sanctioned  such  a plan. 

Mr.  S.  then  strongly  objected  to  the  plan  in  the 
bill  of  appointing  examiners,  who  were  to  ride 
about  the  country  from  place  to  place,  to  have  any 
salary  the  secretary  chose  to  give  them — their  ten 
or  twenty  dollars  a day.  Mr.  S.  contended  that 
this  was  a frightful  plan  for  putting  into  the  hands 
of  the  president  a band  of  well-paid  hirelings,  a 
trained  band,  well  fattened  by  the  people’s  money, 
who  were  to  ride  about  and  perform  great  services — 
and  who  can  tell  what  services? — for  a party,  and 
for  any  party  in  power.  Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to 
examine  the  merits  of  the  bill  as  an  experiment, 
and  next  as  to  the  establishing  two  currencies, 
which  he  vehemently  deprecated.  He  thought  the 
bill  would  establish  a tremendous  system  of  tyran- 
ny. Mr.  S.  having  concluded  his  remarks, 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins, Smith,'  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 20. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Olay,  of  Alabama,  again  alluded  to  the  Sun- 
day affair  above  referred  to,  and  read  from  the  jour- 
nal of  debates  Mr.  Webster’s  own  statement  of  the 
subject,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  words  refer- 
red to  were  never  uttered  by  Mr.  W.  but,  on  the 
contrary,  by  an  old  revolutionary  soldier.  Mr.  C. 
having  read  the  statement,  said  he  presumed  that 
Mr.  W.  had  not  intended  to  charge  him  with  ca- 
lumny Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  no  doubt  at  the 
time  but  that  the  gentleman  believed  all  he  had 
said.  The  senate,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton, 
went  into  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  Thursday  evening  the 
28th  ult.,  on  ordering  the  main  question  upon  the 
bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  be  put. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Ayckrigg,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birds  all.  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  By- 
num, Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Deberry,  De 
Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Haley,  Hal- 
stead, Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William 
C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Ar- 
phaxed  Loomis,  Mallory,  May,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Milligan,  Miller.  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Pavnter,  Pennybacker, 
Petriken,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Randolph,  • Reily,  Richardson,  Sheffer,  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Thomas  T.  V/hittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke — 123. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, J.  W.  Allen,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bron- 
son, Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Carter,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Crary,  Crans- 
ton, Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies, 
Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Grant- 


land,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Legare, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Andrew’  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mar- 
vin, J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Mer- 
cer, Matthias  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Ridgway, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Shepperd,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  Williams — 102. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
question,  “Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time?”  that  question  was  then  put,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative — aj’es  119,  nays  117 — [see 
page  SO.] 

Friday,  Sept.  29.  Mr  Toland,  of  Pa.,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  house,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  over  one  day; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  houe  copies  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  department  and  all  in- 
dividuals, banks,  or  other  corporations,  relative  to  a 
bill  now  before  congress  to  authorize  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes,  and  relative  to  the  disposition  of  such  notes; 
together  with  copies  of  all  documents  or  papers  on 
file  in  the  department  relative  thereto. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Stanly 
a few  days  ago,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
required  to  furnish  this  house  w’ith  a statement  of 
the  number  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  requir- 
ed, if  the  bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  deposi- 
tories in  certain  cases  on  public  officers  should  be- 
come a law;  and  further,  how  many  new  officers 
must  be  created;  if  any,  how  many  new  buildings 
to  be  erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he  can 
estimate  it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system;  what 
the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what  will  be 
the  commissions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled.” 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  suspenson  of 
the  rule  to  enabled  him  to  call  up  his  resolution, 
offered  yesterday,  for  consideration;  which  was  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways, 
and  means,  reported  a bill,  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  current  year;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  continuing  in  force,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  present  congress,  certain 
laws,  the  operation  of  which,  by  their  terms,  were 
tu  expire  at  the  end  of  the  first  session.  It  was  read 
twice,  and  rofox-i-oU  fn  + nnmmlttee  nf  the  whole 

on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  following  resolution,  from  the  committee  on 
elections,  in  favor  of  the  sitting  members  from  Mis- 
sissippi: 

“Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th 
congress,  and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  take  their 
seats;” 

With  the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Maury, 
of  Tennessee,  for  reversing  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Turney,  of 
Tenn.,  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 
He  was  foHowed  by  Mr.  Towns,  of  Georgia,  (who 
was  one  of  the  committee.)  He  had  investigated 
the  subject,  he  said,  with  his  judgment  on  the  one 
side,  and  his  political  feelings  on  the  other,  and  had 
come  deliberately  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sitting 
memhers  were  not  entitled  to  their  seats.  Mr.  T. 
went  at  length  into  the  argument:  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Robertson,  in  opposition  to  the  report.  When, 
on  the  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  Mr.  Gholson 
moved  to  postpone  the  subject  until  Monday  next, 
and  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 
Mr.  Claiborne  joined  in  this  request.  It  was  not 
a common  contested  election,  but  a constitutional 
question  of  great  interest,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday,  and  then  decid- 
ed one  way  or  the  other.  Mr.  Gholson’s  motion 
prevailed  without  a division. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of  bonds  to  be  extended,  under  the  law  which 
has  passed  the  senate,  and  is  now  on  the  table  of  the 
house.  Referred. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  came  up  as  the 
order  of  the  day,  upon  a motion  of  Mr.  Piclcens  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  house  last  night 
passed  it  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  would  be  very  brief  in  giving 
his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment  he 
had  hoped  to  carry  to  this  bill.  He  presumed  the 


patience  of  the  house  was  exhausted  with  dis- 
cussion, and  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  in  order, 
in  this  stage,  to  discuss  the  amendment  which  he 
had  introduced  in  committee?  The  Speaker  said 
there  was  now  no  amendment  before  the  house. 
The  whole  subject  of  the  bill  was  open  for  consider- 
ation. The  Speaker,  in  reply  to  a question  from 
Mr.  Howard  of  Maryland,  as  to  the  effect  of  recon- 
sideration, said  that,  if  that  motion  prevailed,  the 
question  would  stand  just  where  it  did  before  the 
previous  question  was  put.  Mr.  Pickens  supported 
his  proposition  to  reconsider  in  some  extended  re- 
marks, in  the  course  of  which  he  advocated  the 
principal  amendment  he  introduced  in  committee, 
the  introduction  of  which  into  the  bill  was  his  ob- 
ject in  moving  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  last 
night. 

Mr.  Adams  supported  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  gave  as  a reason  his  wish  to  urge  upon  the 
house  his  own  amendment  offered  in  committee,  as 
an  amendment  of  that  of  Mr.  Pickens.  [His  re- 
marks, which  were  ablo  and  interesting,  will  be 
published  hereafter,  at  length.]  Mr.  A.  having 
concluded — Mr.  W.  Thompson  spoke  in  explanation. 
Mr.  Grey,  of  New  York,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
delivered  a brief  speech,  in  which  he  declared  that 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  if  the  amendment  should 
be  attached  to  it,  but  must  oppose  it  if  unamended. 
He  adverted  to  the  length  of  the  debate,  and  cast  all 
blame,  in  reference  to  the  calling  of  the  previous 
question,  on  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vt.,  declining  to  enter  at  large 
into  the  debate,  explained  his  views  on  one  aspect 
of  the  bill.  He  had  made  an  estimate,  with  the 
items  of  which  he  should  not  trouble  the  house, 
which  satisfied  him  that  the  funds  of  the  government 
unavailable  at  this  moment,  but  sound  notwithstand- 
ing, would  be  available  hereafter  at  seventeen  mil- 
lions; while  the  present  wants  of  the  government 
amounted  to  but  fourteen  millions;  whence,  he  con- 
tended, that,  without  postponing  the  deposite,  the 
government  might  safely  anticipate  its  resources.  He 
proposed  that  the  secretary  of  tile  treasury  should  be 
empowered  to  issue  treasury  notes,  not  bearing  inter- 
est, to  the  amount  of  the  nine  millions  of  deposite; 
and  then  let  the  government  say  to  the  states  where 
the  deposites  now  lie,  you  may  either  pay  in  treasu- 
ry notes,  or  with  the  notes  of  your  own  banks.  The 
debtor  states,  he  supposed,  would  prefer  the  latter; 
while  the  creditor  states  would  take  the  treasury 
notes,  and  thus  both  be  relieved,  and  the  business 
of  the  country  proceed. 

Mr.  Loomis,  of  N.  Y.,  after  some  brief  remarks, 
demanded  the  previous  question  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  but  consented  to  withdraw  it  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Toucey,  of  Con.,  who  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  for  a short  time  for  explanations 
hjr  Air.  Shields  anu  ivi r onuison,  lu  .citrence  to 
some  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  which  that  gentle- 
man briefly  replied.  Mr.  Toucey  still  having  the 
floor, 

The  hour  of  appointed  recess  arrived,  and  the 
house  took  a recess  till  4 o’cock. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  fifty-one 
petitions,  intended  to  have  been  ottered  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  but  arriving  too  late  for  such  a 
disposition  of  them,  praying  the  reversal  of  the 
order  of  the  house  i n regard  to  the  disposal  of  certain 
memorials.  Mr.  Borden,  of  the  same  state,  present- 
ed three  remonstrances  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  and  two  memorials 
against  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  Rhode  Island,  pre- 
sented two  petitions  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Potts,  of  Pennsylvania, 
presented  the  memorials  of  118  citizens  of  Chester 
county,  in  that  state,  against  the  annexation  of  Tex- 
as to  the  United  States;  and  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  the  same  county,  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Fry,  and  Toland,  of 
the  same  state,  presented  one  memorial  each,  from 
citizens  in  their  respestive  districts,  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  Messrs. 
Sheplor,  Allen,  and  Leadbetter,  of  Ohio,  Rariden,  of 
Indiana,  and  Crary,  of  Michigan,  each  presented 
one-petition  to  the  same  effect. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met,  after  recess,  at  4 o’clock.  The 
bill  from  the  senate  for  postponement  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites  being 
still  under  consideration,  and  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  it  was  last  night  ordered  to  a 
third  reading — 

Mr.  Toucey  addressed  the  committee  at  some 
length.  After  he  concluded,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  ad- 
verting to  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  debate, 
moved  the  previous  question;  but  first  asked  that 
there  might  be  a call  of  the  house.  This  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  roll  was  called,  when  215  members  an- 
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swered  to  their  names.  A motion  was  made  to 
suspend  further  proceedings  on  the  call.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng,  to  afford  time  for  tardy  memoers  to  come 
in,  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  motion — 
they  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  reported  to  be 
ayes  128,  noes  74.  The  motion  for  the  previous 
question  was  now  seconded  by  the  house,  without  a 
count.  The  previous  question  was  then  put  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  reconsid- 
eration— The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Beatty,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Calhoun,  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor,  Crary,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Foster,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson.  Glascock, 
Goode,  J.  Graham,  W m.  Graham,  Grantland,  Gram, 
Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Flail,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Flaynes,  Henry, 
Plerod,  Hoffman,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  J.  Jackson, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
McClure,  Me  Kim,  McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Petri- 
ken,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss,  Rari- 
den,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Cl  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sib- 
ley, Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanley, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherod  Wil- 
liams, J.  Williams,  C.  If.  Williams,  Wise,  Wor- 
thington, Yorlce — 149. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brod- 
liead,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chap- 
man, Cilley,  Coles,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  De 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Farrington,  Fairfield  Isaac  Flet- 
cher, Fry,  Gallup,  Haley,  Halstead,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Blunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M. 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris, Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Reilly,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas.  Toucey.  Tur- 
ney, Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  "Wmx- 
tlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Yell— 81. 

So  the  house  resolved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  his  amendment  to  limit  the 
postponement  to  the  1st  of  January,  1839.  Mr. 
Haynes  proposed  to  Mr.  P.  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  adding,  “according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
deposite  act  of  June,  1836;  provided  there  shall  be 
a sufficient  surplus  in  the  treasury.”  Mr.  Pickens 
expressed  his  personal  willingness  to  adopt  this  as 
a modification,  but  all  his  friends  told  him  it  would 
kill  his  amendment,  and  On  the  whole,  concluded, 
though  with  regret,  not  to  accept  it.  After  some 
desultory  conversation,  Mr.  Haynes  concluded  to 
withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Adams  now  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Pickens,  by  adding  the  following: 

“And  all  the  balances  of  public  moneys  due  from 
all  the  deposite  banks  are  hereby  appropriated  to 
the  said  payment,  and  no  part  of  them  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  any  other  payment  whatever;  and  if  the 
portion  of  the  said  balances  due  by  the  said  depos- 
ite banks  cannot  be  recovered  in  time  to  enable  the 
treasury  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  deposite  with 
the  states,  hereby  made  payable  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1839,  then  the  instalment  of  debt  from  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  stock  in  that  in- 
stitution held  by  the  United  States,  payable  in  Oc- 
tober, 1838,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  make  up  any 
insufficiency  of  the  sums  recovered  from  the  de- 
posite banks,  to  complete  the  said  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite  with  the  states. 
[And  if  the  said  sums,  so  appropriated,  should  still 
prove  insufficient  to  complete  the  said  payment,  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  that 
provision  shall  be  made  by  congress  to  complete  the 
same.”] 

But  presently  after  said  that,  at  the  suggestion  of 
several  of  his  friends,  he  would  modify  it  so  as  to 
omit  the  last  clause,  “pledging  the  public  faith;” 
and  the  amendment  was  stated  to  the  house  without 
that  clause. 


Mr.  Phillips,  in  a short  but  earnest  speech,  sug- 
gested that  if  the  majority  were  sincere  in  meaning 
that  this  fourth  instalment  should  only  be  postponed, 
and  not  repealed,  and  if  the  money  was  indeed  to 
be  paid  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  the  government 
might  just  as  well  issue  treasury  notes,  payable  at 
that  time,  and  let  the  people  have  the  use  of  the 
deposite  in  the  meanwhile.  This  would  be  precise- 
ly the  same  thing  to  the  government,  while  the 
people  of  the  states  would  be  greatly  benefited. 
Mr.  Patton  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  said  if  it  prevailed  he  must  go  against  the  bill. 
This  made  it  a donation  and  not  a deposite,  increas- 
ing the  difficulty  of  ever  getting  the  money  back 
from  the  states.  Mr.  Loomis , of  New  York,  asked 
Mr.  Adams  to  modify  his  amendment  by  substitut- 
ing “deposite”  for  “pay.”  Mr.  Adams  said  he 
would  accept  thi3  as  a modification,  if  the  gentle- 
man would  then  vote  for  the  amendment.  [A 
laugh].  Mr.  Loomis  declined.  [Laughter].  Af- 
ter remarks  from  Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  Bouldin, 
of  Virginia,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  Mr. 
Adams’  amendment,  as  follows: 

YEAS' — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Calhoun,  Calhoon, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis, Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Plenry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris, 
C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Pat- 
terson, Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  J.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams — 94. 

NAYS- — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Bird- 
sall, Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn, 
Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cush- 
man, Dawson,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletch- 
er, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  James 
Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Halstead,  Hammond,  Flamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Blunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Bogan,  A- 
t nnmM,  1 J-  JM.  Moouu,  Mai  till,  McKay,  R. 

McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  Wr.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker,Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shef- 
fer, Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittle- 
sey, Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke — 135. 

So  Mr.  Adams’ amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.  Haynes  again  moved  the 
amendment  he  had  suggested  to  Mr.  Pickens — (see 
above.) 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered  and 
taken,  and  stood  as  follows — yeas  101,  nays  132. 
Negatived.  The  question  now  being  on  Mr. 
Haynes’s  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pickens,  Mr.  Bell,  after  an  animated  speech,  sub- 
mitted a motion,  to  recommit  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  with  instructions  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  a substitute  for  the  bill: 

“That  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  re- 
quired to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  by  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  June,  1836,  be  postponed  until  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1840;  and  that  moneys  to  that 
amount,  now  in  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the. treasu- 
rer, and  other  public  officers,  in  any  of  the  depo- 
site banks,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  1st  day  of  October  next,  to  proceed 
to  tender  and  transfer  to  the  several  states  his  drafts 
or  orders  to  pay  their  respective  portions  of  said 
moneys;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  state, 
which  may  be  willing  to  accept  such  drafts  or 


transfers  in  payment  of  its  proportion  of  said  in- 
stalment, according  to  the  terms  of  said  act  of  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,  to  receive  the  same;  provided, 
nevertheless,  that  any  bank  or  banks  upon  which 
such  transfers  or  drafts  shall  issue  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  paying  to  the  states  holding  the  same  inter- 
est at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  quarter- 
ly, shall  be  required  to  pay  the  principal  only  in 
the  follow  ing  instalments,  to  wit:  one-third  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1838;  one-third  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1839;  and  the  remainder  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1840,” 

Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion, and  they  wrnre  ordered  by  the  house.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  hoped  the  house  would  reject  the  mo- 
tion, and  pass  the  bill  this  night.  Explanations 
passed  between  Messrs.  Adams,  Bell  and  Thomas, 
in  reference  to  the  above  instructions,  when  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  Mr.  Bell’s  motion  to 
recommit,  &c.  was  negatived — yeas  64,  nays  149. 
Mr.  lulund  moved  an  adjournment,  (it  was  now  10 
o’clock.)  Negatived.  Mr.  Phillips  moved  that  the 
bill  be  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  with  instructions  to  report 
that  the  secretary'  of  the  treasury  issue  treasury 
notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  payable 
on  the  1st  January,  1839,  to  an  amount  equal  to  so 
much  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  as  could 
not  lie  paid  in  drafts  payable  in  specie,  or  by  draffs 
on  the  deposite  banks.  The  yeas  and  nays,  w'ere 
refused  on  this  motion,  and  it  was  lost  without  a 
count. 

[Loud  cries  of  question!  question!  resounded 
through  the  hall.] 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Haynes’s  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  negatived.  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ken- 
tucky, offered  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
faith  of  the  government  shall  be  pledged  that  no 
farther  or  other  postponement  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment shall  take  place.  This  was  promptly  rejected. 

After  some  farther  desultory  motions,  pronounced 
out  of  order,  the  question  was  at  length  obtained 
on  Mr.  Pickens’s  amendment,  which  was  carried 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bleman  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrew’s,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  William  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney',  Cheatham,  Cil- 
ley, Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee,  Deber- 
ry, De  Graff,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Fester, 
Gallup,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hall,  BlammcnJ,  Hamer, 
Hastings,  Hawkins,  Henry',  Herod,  Holsey,  How- 
ard. Robert  M.  T.  Blunter,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Leadbet- 
ter, Lewis,  Logan,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  Menifee,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Matthias  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Petri- 
ken, Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Potts,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Sheplor, 
Slade,  Smith,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Titus,  Towns,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey',  Sherrod  Williams,  Worth- 
ington. Yell — 130. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ayckrigg, Beirne,  Bell, 
Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Childs,  Coles,  Crary,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Den- 
nis, Dromgoole,  Dunn,’ Ed  wards,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Farrington,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Fry,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Harri- 
son, Harper,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Holt,  Hub- 
ley,  William  II.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Wil- 
liam C.  Johnson,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lincoln, 
Arphakad  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKen- 
nan, Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Moore,  C.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Paynter, 
Pearce,  Pock,  Pennybacker,  Phillips,  Reed.  Reilly, 
Rencher,  Rives,  Robertson,  Shields,  Sibley,  Sny- 
der, Southgate,  Stanley,  Stewart,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Toucey,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Josepti  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke — 99. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  he  supported  by  a speech: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
sert: “That  so  much  of  the  act  passed  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  eutitled  ‘an  act  to  regulate  the 
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deposites  of  the  public  money,’  as  requires  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  on  tile  first  day  of  October 
next,  to  deposite  with  the  several  states,  certain 
money  in  the  treasury  in  said  act  mentioned,  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.” 

Mr.  Reed  made  a brief  reply;  to  which  Mr.  M. 
responded.  Mr.  Robertson,  after  a speed),  moved 
to  commit  the  bill  to  a committee  ol  the  whole, 
with  certain  instructions,  which  he  sent  to  the 
chair.  He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house 
refused  to  order  them.  Mr.  Petriken  now  moved 
the  previous  question;  but  the  house  refused  to  se- 
cond it.  Mr.  Ewing  made  some  remarks,  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Robertson’s  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Turney,  of  Ten- 
nessee, after  a brief  speech,  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  proviso.  Mr.  McKay  made  some  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  proviso  in  the  bill,  when  Mr. 
Haynes  demanded  the  previous  question.  Tellers 
were  appointed,  and  the  motion  w'as  sustained — 
yeas  117.  nays  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried;  and  the 
main  question,  which  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
its  third  reading,  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
J.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cil- 
ley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graft',  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field,  Foster,  Fr)q  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logar., 
Arphaxad  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens, 
Parker,  Parinenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petri- 
ken, Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, Pren- 
tiss, Reilly,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Sawyer,  Shelfer, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yell— 118. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Ayckrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W. 
13.  Campbuii,  w.  ii.  Casey.  Chambers, 

Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston',  Cj-ock- 
ett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W . Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Uncoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris, 
C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rench- 
er,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A. 
II.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke — 105. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading;  and, 
on  motion,  received  its  third  reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  until  alter  the 
house  should  have  passed  on  the  bill  granting  time 
to  the  banks,  say  to  Tuesday  next.  After  dis- 
cussion on  this  motion,  jn  which  Messrs.  Girland, 
Cambreleng,  Dawson,  Thompson,  of  S.  Carolina, 
Mason,  of  Ohio,  Gholson  anil  Pope  took  pirt,  the 
motion  to  po;tpone  was  negatived — ayes  75,  i.oes  97. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  after  some  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  tile  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McKim  now  called  the  previous  question:  it 
was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion, on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  then  carried 
without  a count.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report 
from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  obedlnce  to 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  rc-presentaives  of 
the  26th  instant,  directing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  furnish  a statement  of  the  jrobable 
number  of  bonds  that  will  be  renevyed  or  ertended 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently 
passed  the  senate,  giving  further  time  ou  duty 
bonds,  &c. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a report 
from  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings,  in  obe- 


dience to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, requiring  the  said  commissioner  to  lay  before 
congress  the  plan  of  the  treasury  building  now 
erecting,  and  also  to  say  whether  it  is  intended  to 
take  down  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  state 
department,  or  whether  the  building  is  to  form  a 
part  of  the  new  edifice. 

The  house  then,  at  11  o’clock,  P.  M.,  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Sept.  30.  Memorials  were  presented, 
but  not  in  such  numbers  as  heretofore,  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  and  against 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Toland,  by  leave,  called  up  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  hjm  yesterday.  Mr.  Hamer  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  the  words  “all  individuals.”  He 
was  opposed  to  calling  for  the  correspondence  of 
private  individuals  all  over  the  union,  if  such  there 
should  have  been.  Mr.  Grennell  objected  to  tak- 
ing up  the  resolution,  hut  the  chair  pronounced  the 
objection  to  be  too  late,  as  the  house  had  unani- 
mously given  leave.  Mr.  Toland  said  in  explana- 
tion and  vindication  of  his  resolution,  that  he  had 
no  desire,  whatever,  to  expose  the  correspondence 
of  private  gentlemen;  but  when  such  correspon- 
dence had  relation  to  matters  of  a public  character, 
when  it  was  in  reply  to  printed  interrogatories, 
published  to  the  world,  it  lost  its  character  of  pri- 
vacy, and  became,  in  reality,  public  in  its  nature. 
It  was  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions, 
that  government  should  keep  up  any  private  cor- 
respondence with  the  people  which  it  was  unwill- 
ing to  disclose.  The  information  he  had  asked  for 
was  important,  as  it  touched  the  question  whether 
treasury  notes  were  likely,  if  issued,  to  have  a free 
circulation,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  tressury  by  a loan.  It  also 
had  a bearing  on  the  question  whether  such  notes,  if 
issued,  should  bear  interest  or  not.  Mr.  Whittlesey 
suggested  to  the  mover  to  insert  before  the  word 
“correspondence”  the  word  “official.”  Mr.  To- 
land cheerfully  accepted  the  modification;  where- 
upon, Mr.  Hamer  said  this  removed  his  objection 
to  the  resolution  entirely.  It  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  b}r  order  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  reported,  without  amendment,  a 
bill  from  the  senate  to  remit  the  duties  on  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Also,  the  following  amendment  to  the  senate’s 
bill  extending  the  time  on  merchants’  bonds: 

Strike  out  the  second  section,  and  insert: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a credit  of  three 
and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on  the  duty  on  all 
merchandise  wtnen  snail  ue  lujpvii^u 
the  first  day  of  November  next,  upon  which  the 
duties  are  payable  in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  re- 
ceived for  such  duties  shall  be  payable  in  equal  in- 
stalments, bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  in  form  and  upon  the 
conditions  prescribed  by  existing  laws,  and  by  this 
act.” 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of 
duty  bonds,  with  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral on  some  points  relating  to  that  subject,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  house  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a na- 
tional bank;  when 

Mr.  Sergeant  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  and  continued  them 
till  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  to  this  effect:  to  in- 
sert after  the  words  “at  this  time,”  the  following: 
“nor  ought  such  an  institution  to  be  chartered  at 
any  time  hereafter,  unless  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  shall  expressly  delegate  to  congress  the 
power  so  to  do.” 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  in 
the  chair;)  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
the  committee  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  had  been  waiting  for  some  who, 
he  understood,  were  prepared  to  contest  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  seriate  to  send  to  the  house  a 
bill  of  this  description.  It  was  a money  bill:  and, 
by  the  constitution,  all  such  bills  must  originate  in 
the  house.  The  proper  course  would  be,  first  to 
take  a vote  on  that  question.  If  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  was  desirous  of  addressing  the  house 
1 on  that  question,  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  proceed 
with  any  remarks  on  the  bill. 


Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  his  own  opinion  the  mat- 
ter admitted  of  no  question  at  all.  If  ever  there 
was  a money  bill,  this  was  one.  But  he  should 
make  no  motion,  because  he  knew  perfectly  well  if 
he  did,  the  previous  question  would  be  called,  and 
the  motion  voted  down.  If,  however,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  was  disposed  to 
go  into  the  discussion,  he  should  have  Mr.  A.’s 
most  cordial  support.  This  house  had  too  long 
suffered  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  to  dic- 
tate to  it  every  measure  relating  to  revenue.  F or 
the  last  five  years  not  one  of  all  the  measures  of 
that  character  had  originated  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  it  wa3  now  too  late  to  raise  an 
objection  of  this  kind:  the  house  had  received  the 
bill,  and  referred  it:  and  it  had  been  reported  on. 
If  such  an  objection  did  exist,  this  was  not  the 
place  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Wise  was  astonished  to  hear  such  language 
from  the  gemicioaran  from  Georgia.  Did  not  that 
gentleman  know  that  at  every  step,  in  any,  even 
the  last  stage  of  a bill,  when  it  had  received  its 
third  reading,  if  the  house  discovered  a constitu- 
tional objection  to  lie  against  its  passage,  it  was 
never  too  late  to  bring  it  forward.  It  never  could 
be  too  late  for  the  house  to  receive  an  objection  to 
doing  that  which  it  had  no  power  to  do.  It  never 
could  waive  a constitutional  objection  on  the 
ground  of  laches.  He  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  that  a bill  like  this  could  not  con- 
stitutionally originate  in  the  senate.  Thus,  in  the 
house,  that  report  might  be  adopted,  and  the  bill 
sent  back  to  the  senate,  with  a message  declaring 
that  the  house  could  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying  of  a 
tax;  it  was  a mere  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of 
revenue.  The  compromise  act  of  1833  had  been 
sent  from  the  senate  (when  that  body  was  different- 
ly constituted  in  a political  point  of  view)  to  the 
house,  although  it  proposed  an  increase  of  taxes,  in 
some  cases  amounting  to  45  per  cent.  The  present 
bill  created  no  public  debt;  it  merely  anticipated 
means  which  were  ample.  Congress  had  been  con- 
vened to  meet  an  emergency;  and  it  had  so  hap- 
pened that  the  senate’s  committee  on  finance  had 
been  constituted  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
house,  and  hence  the  senate’s  bill  had  come  earlier 
than  that  of  the  house.  No  constitutional  objec- 
tion had  been  urged  in  the  senate:  but  here,  at  this 
late  hour,  a constitutional  question  was  to  be  rais- 
ed and  discussed,  when  the  house  had  arrived  at 
the  1st  day  of  October,  and  the  treasury  was  in 
such  a condition  that  the  specie  could  not  be  ob- 
tained iorua  little  draft  of  gsSIl.  He  hoped  the 
nouse  would  proceed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  astonished  at  the  position  taken 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  It  was  not  a fact  that  the  compromise  bill 
had  originated  in  the  senate;  it  had  originated  in 
this  house. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  to  avoid  all  difficulty,  he 
would  move  to  pass  by  the  senate’s  bill  and  take 
up  that  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Robertson  contended  that  the  house  could 
not  thus  pass  over  the  greatest  breach  of  its  privi- 
leges which  had  ever  been  perpetrated.  He  could 
not  understand  how  the  gentleman  could  be  so  in- 
sensible to  the  indignity  thus  cast  on  the  house. 
Should  they  continue  to  take  bills,  raising  millions 
on  millions,  at  the  dictation  of  the  senate  or  the 
president,  when  the  constitution  plainly  forbade  it? 

A dispute  on  order  now  arose,  attended  for  a 
time  with  some  confusion;  but  it  issued  in  taking 
up  the  house  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  submitted  a statement  of 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  treasury,  as  follows: 
Estimate  of  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  of  its 
outstanding  resources  and  liabilities  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1838,  excluding  the  amount  deposited 
with  the  states,  and  assuming  that  ten  millions  of 
treasury  noles  will  have  been  issued,  and  that  all 
the  custom  hr  us?  bonds  and  claims  upon  the 
banks  be  postponed  till  next  year. 

Estimated  to  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  October, 
In  money  - 1,000,000 

In  the  mint  - - - 500,000 

1,500,000 

Estimated  receipts  in  the  last  quarter — 

From  lands  and  customs  - - 2,000,000 

From  treasury  notes  ...  10,000,000 


13,500,000 

Expenditures  in  the  last  quarter,  includ- 
ing new  appropriations  made  at  the 
present  session  for  the  Florida  war, 
the  expenses  of  the  session,  the  pay- 
ment of  debentures,  See.  10,500,000 


3,000,000 
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Outstanding  resources — 

Probable  amount  which  will 
remain  unpaid  by  the 
banks,  & payable  in  1838  7,000,000 
Custom  house  bonds  payable 
in  1838  - - - 6,000,000 

Bonds  in  suit  - - 1,000,000 

Bonds  due  from  the  sufFerers 
by  the  fire  in  New  York, 
payable  in  1839,  1840  and 
1841  - - - 1,000,000 

Instalments  due  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1838,  1839  and  1840, 
exclusive  of  interest  6,000,000 

21,000,000 


24,000,000 

Liabilities — 

Outstanding  appropriatinn-a, 
deducting  the  amount 
which  may  probably  be 
curtailed  - - 12,000,000 

Treasury  notes  - - 10,000,000 


22,000,000 

After  a brief  speech,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  the  provisions  of  the  senate’s  bill. 

Mr.  Rhelt  moved  an  amendment  of  greater  length 
than  we  have  room  for  here,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  make  the  bills  to  be  issued  receivable  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  instead  of  being  reimbursable  at  the 
end  of  one  year  from  date.  Mr.  R.  went  at  large 
into  an  animated,  and,  towards  the  close,  a highly 
impassioned  speech,  in  support  of  his  amendment, 
and  on  the  general  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the 
glory  of  South  Carolina  in  the  days  of  nullification. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  raised  a question  of 
order.  The  amendment  was  in  fact  the  bill  from 
the  senate,  and  the  new  rule  forbade  any  bill  before 
the  house  to  be  engrafted,  as  an  amendment,  on  an- 
other bill.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  had  modified 
the  amendment  so  as  to  avoid  this  difficulty. 

Mr.  Bell  thought  the  bill  to  extend  the  payment 
of  the  merchants’  bonds  ought  to  be  passed  before 
that  now  before  the  committee.  It  was  anomalous 
to  take  for  granted  that  a bill  would  pass,  not  yet 
acted  on,  while  discussing  another,  the  terms  of 
which  were  predicated  upon  such  passage.  The 
house  should  be  sure  the  merchants  were  to  have 
the  relief,  (the  granting  of  which  is  offered  as  a 
reason  for  the  passing  of  this  bill,  authorizing  the 
raising  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  by  treasury  notes,) 
before  thpy  r,c«  cwoh  bill.  J>li . D.  gave  other  rea- 
sons for  the  suggestion  that  the  other  bill  should 
be  first  taken  up;  and  said  it  should  also  be  deter- 
mined what  relief  is  to  he  granted  to  the  deposite 
banks  before  this  bill  shall  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied.  He  said  he  was  not  to 
blame  for  the  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  which 
was  adopted  in  the  house  last  night.  Nor  should 
he  delay  this  bill,  the  terms  and  meaning  of  which 
must  be  perfectly  familiar  to  every  man  in  the  house 
by  this  time. 

Mr.  Bell  reiterated  his  hope  that  it  would  be  first 
ascertained  that  there  would  be  a deficit  in  the  trea- 
sury, before  the  measure  now  proposed  should  be 
acted  on.  Whenever,  by  the  course  of  legislation 
here,  it  should  be  shown  that  there  was  such  a defi- 
cit, he  would  go  all  proper  lengths  in  support  of  the 
best  means  of  supplying  it. 

After  a few  cursory  remarks  by  Messrs.  Haynes, 
of  Georgia,  and  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  the  latter  aver- 
ring that  he  wanted  time  to  read  the  very  long 
amendment  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ( Mr. 
Rhett)  had  offered  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
in  order  to  a proper  understanding  of  its  provisions, 
Mr.  Rhelt  made  a few  observations  in  reply,  and 
then  Mr.  Mercer  resumed. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress.  Mr.  Pickens  moved  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  amendments  which  had  been  offered  in 
committee,  which  prevailed.  Mr.  Adams  asked 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  of  inquiry, 
which  was  granted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  house  copies  of  the 
monthly  returns  from  the  receivers  of  public  moneys 
to  the  treasury  department,  required  by  the  circular 
order  of  the  11th  July,  1836,  specifying  the  amount 
received  by  them  respectively  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  of  bills  authorized  by  the  said  circular  order  to 
be  received,  and  also  copies  of  all  the  certificates 
of  deposite  received  at  the  treasury  from  the  late 
deposite  banks,  with  the  annexed  proportions  of 
gold  and  silver  and  of  bank  notes  required  of  the  said 
bank#  by  the  said  circular  order. 


Mr.  Adams  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  at  the  present  time,  which  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following  re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

Treasunj  department  Sept.  30,  1837. 

Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the  28th  instant, 
and  receized  at  the  department  this  day: 

“■Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
required  to  furnish  this  house  with  a statement  of 
the  number  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  required 
if  the  bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories 
in  certain  cases  on  public  officers  should  become  a 
law;  and,  further,  how  many  new  officers  must  be 
created;  if  any,  how  many  new  buildings  to  be 
erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he  can  esti- 
mate it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system;  what  the 
salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what  will  be  the 
'■ommissions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled.” 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  I would  state,  that 
I have  had  recurrence  to  the  printed  bill  of  the 
house  of  representatives  “imposing  additional  duties 
as  depositories  in  certain  cases  on  public  officers 
and  for  other  purposes,”  and  which  is  supposed  to 
be  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  Under 
that  bill,  if  in  its  present  form  it  should  become  a 
law,  I should  not  feel  authorized  to  appoint  any 
number  of  “new  officers,  ’’whether  called  sub-trea- 
surers, or  otherwise,  and  created  either  to  keep  or 
disburse  the  public  money.  The  bill  seems  merely 
to  impose  further  duties  as  depositories  on  the  offi- 
cers now  existing  and  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  customs  and  lands,  and  in  the  post  office  and 
mint.  The  number  of  those  in  each  of  these  estab- 
lishments, if  that  information  be  desired,  appears, 
with  a few  exceptions,  and  more  accurately  than 
could  otherwise  be  stated  without  delay,  in  the  last 
Biennial  Register,  published  by  the  state  depart- 
ment under  the  direction  of  congress,  and  to  which 
I would  respectfully  refer  for  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  in  one  of  the  plans  suggested  by  this  department 
in  the  report  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
it  was  proposed  that  from  four  to  ten  “new  officers” 
separate  from  and  independent  of  those  now  in  ex- 
istence, might  be  authorized  to  act  as  commission- 
ers, or  keepers  of  the  public  money,  at  those  im- 
portant points  where  it  should  accumulate  much  be- 
yond the  current  expenditures- 

But  that  plan  does  not  appear  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  bill  before  me. 

In  reply  to  the  third  question,  I would  state,  that 
no  “new  buildings”  seem  to  be  contemplated  bv  this 
bill,  nor  have  any  been  considered  necessary  by  this 

duyai  linrfui. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  “what  will  be, 
as  nearly  as  he  can  estimate  it,  the  annual  expense 
of  the  system — what  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the 
officers — or  what  will  be  the  commissions  to  which 
they  will  be  entitled;” — the  following  statement  is 
presented: 

As  the  bill  now  stands,  in  the  fourth  section  an 
allowance  exists  which  covers  all  the  additional  ex- 
penses authorized  by  its  provisions. 

That  allowance  is  not  considered  as  sanctioning 
any  commissions,  or  any  new  salaries  to  any  of  the 
keepers  of  the  public  money. 

But  if  independent  commissioners  or  agents  had 
been  authorized,  as  proposed  in  one  of  the  plans 
submitted  by  the  department  for  consideration,  it 
was  estimated  that  their  number  need  be  only  from 
four  to  ten,  and  their  salaries  not  exceed  on  an  aver- 
age $'2,000  annually,  without  commissions. 

That  plan  not  being  adopted,  the  only  additional 
expenses  of  the  system  annnally,  as  permitted  by 
the  above  section  in  the  present  bill,  would  be  “for 
clerks,  fire-proof  chests,  or  vaults,  or  other  necessa- 
ry expenses  of  safe-keeping,  transferring,  and  dis- 
bursing said  moneys.” 

It  is  computed  that,  in  all,  from  ten  to  twenty 
additional  clerks  may  be  necessary  at  the  most  im- 
portant points  of  collection  and  disbursement.  As 
the  warrants  paid  at  the  places  of  the  greatest  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  do  not  generally  exceed 
four  or  five  per  day,  that  number  of  clerks  will  pro- 
bably be  amply  sufficient. 

Fifteen  at  $1,000  salary  per3rearwMl  be  $15,000; 
and  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  compensation  need, 
on  an  average,  exceed  that  amount. 

At  a similar  number  of  places,  additional  iron 
chests,  safes,  or  vaults,  may  be  necessary.  But,  as 
they  now  exist  at  several  ports  and  land  offices,  and 
the  first  cost  of  them  will  not  have  to  be  renewed 
annually,  it  is  computed  that  the  yearly  expense 
for  these  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

The  onljr  other  additional  expenses  contemplated 
will  be  some  small  items  for  blank  books,  transfers, 
&c.  But  the  last  will  probably  not  amount  to  any 
thing  beyond,  if  it  equal,  what  is  now  paid  for  con-> 
veying  money  to  the  banks  from  the  land  officers. 


Should  the  treasurer,  as  recommended  in  my  re- 
cent report  on  the  finances,  be  permitted  to  receive 
money  in  advance  for  lands  at  such  points  as  may  be 
selected  by  him  for  public  convenience,  little  or  no 
expense  whatever  will*>ccur  in  transfers. 

The  whole  additional  expense  under  the  bill  men- 
tioned is,  therefore,  computed  not  to  exceed  yearly 
the  aggregate  of  $25,000.  Respectfully  yours, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  James  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  the 
house  adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  Oct.  2.  Several  petitions,  memorials, 
and  remonstrances,  upon  the  subject  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  were  presented, 
but  not  in  so  large  numbers  as  on  previous  days; 
which  had  the  usual  course. 

Among  other  petitions — Mr.  Lincoln  presented 
the  petition  of  151  male  and  222  female  citizens  of 
Gaulney,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  praying 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
those  territories  of  the  U.  States  where  they  exist; 
also,  the  petition  of  150  male  and  216  female  citizens 
of  the  same  town,  praying  congress  immediately  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  also,  the  remonstrance  of  Eliza  Thomp- 
son and  375  other  women  of  Millebury,  Massachu- 
setts, against  the  continuance  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  praying  its 
immediate  prohibition.  • 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
owing  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  house  of  representatives  have  re- 
ceived from  the  senate  a bill,  originating  with  and 
passed  by  that  body,  entitled  “A  bill  to  authorize 
he  issuing  of  treasury  notes,”  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  a bill  for  raising  revenue;  they  find  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  (sec.  7th) 
contains  the  following  provison:  “All  bills  for  rais- 
ing revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, but  the  senate  may  propose,  or  concur  with, 
amendments,  as  on  other  bills.” — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  re- 
turn the  said  bill  to  the  body  from  whence  it  has  ori- 
ginated. 

It  requiring  general  consent  to  the  entertainment 
of  this  proposition,  and  objection  being  made,  leave 
was  refused  to  offer  it  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  by  leav  e,  introduced  the 
following  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  relation 
to  the  resolution  declaring:  it  to  be  ;no«rcUiem  to 
establish  a national  bank. 

••r«  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a distinct  expres- 
sion of  whicn,  in  relation  to  an  executive  sub-trea- 
sury scheme,  intended  for  government  use  only,  and 
an  institution  to  collect  and  disburse  the  revenue  of 
the  government,  and  to  furnish  to  the  people  of  (he 
union  a general,  uniform,  convertible  currency,  free 
of  all  executive  control,  and  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple’s representatives  in  congress  assembled,  itis  here- 
by recommended  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  seve- 
ral states  forthwith  to  call  for  a vote  of  the  qualified 
voters,  in  the  manner  established  by  local  laws  for 
holding  elections,  and  the  returns  in  behalf  of  an 
executive  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  for  a national 
bank,  free  of  executive  control,  or  the  (late)  Uni- 
ted States  bank,  now  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  nu- 
cleus of  a state  bank  system,  one  bank  and  branches 
in  each  state,  duly  guarantied  and  equitably  provid- 
ed for,  to  be  duly  certified  to  the  secretary  of  state 
of  each  state,  whose  duty  it  will  become  to  transmit, 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next,  an  authenticated  statement  of  the  ag- 
gregate rote  of  his  state  for  each  system  to  the  spea- 
ker of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before  that  body.” 
The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  being  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  day,  came  up  in  order: 
‘‘Rcso'ived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a 
national  bank.” 

Mr.  Sirgeant  proceeded  to  address  the  house  in 
continuation  of  his  remarks  left  unfinished  on  Sa- 
turday;, and  ..spoke  till  the  hour  arrived  for  taking 
up  the  special  order.  His  whole  speech  will  be 
hereafter  given. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  for  adjourn- 
ing the  tlvo  houses  on  Monday,  October  9,  coming 
up  as  the  special  order,  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “Monday,  the  9th,” 
and  to  insert  “Thursday  the  12th,” 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  said  that  he 
should  vote  against  the  resolution  from  the  senate 
proposin'  to  adjourn  on  the  9th  of  October.  He 
should  also  vote  against  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Haynes,)  pro- 
posing tfie  12th.  He  would  prefer,  however,  the 
adjournment  to  be  on  the  12th  to  the  day  indicated 
in  the  retolution.  But  he  thought  the  consideration 
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of  the  resolution  entirely  premature.  It  was  time 
enough  to  think  of  naming  a diy  of  adjournment 
when  we  had  completed  the  business  for  which  we 
had  assembled;  or  at  any  rate  when  we  had  dis- 
posed of  the  most  important  part  of  it.  We  have 
been  discussing  for  almost  a month  one  bill;  nor 
has  the  discussion  been  too  long  and  protracted,  for 
it  was  a measure  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
nation,  and  one  which  required  the  most  mature 
deliberation  before  it  should  be  finally  acted  upon. 
We  have  just  decided  upon  it,  and  determined  to 
withhold  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue from  the  states.  He  apprehended  that  no  dis- 
passionate and  cautious  man  would  say  that  too 
much  time  had  been  consumed  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  that  important  measure.  It  was  a question 
upon  which  too  much  could  not  be  said,  and 
one  on  which  too  much  thought  could  not  be  be- 
stowed. It  has  been  finally  disposed  of  by  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  and  ho  did  not  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  president  would  not  sign 
the  bill.  Then  we  may  be  sure  that  it  will  become 
a law. 

That  then  is  the  first  and  only  bill  that  has  been 
acted  upon  by  this  bouse,  after  one  month’s  session; 
and  with  the  consciousness  of  the  time  which  it 
properly  consumed,  we  are  asked  to  adjourn  within 
one  week  from  this  day.  We  are  asked  to  adjourn 
within  that  brief  time,  when  every  member  of  this 
house  is  aware  that  there  are  at  least  a dozen  bills 
now  reported  to  this  house  of  the  very  gravest  and 
most  important  character, — bills  that  are  not  only 
novel  in  their  character,  but  are  of  magnitude  in 
their  importance  that  must  fill  the  mind  of  every  re- 
flecting member  with  the  high  responsibility  which 
he  is  under  to  examine  them  well,  anxiously,  cau- 
tiously, before  he  assumes  the  responsibility  of  giv- 
ing a vote  upon  them.  What  reflecting  member 
would  foreclose  himself  from  the  privilege  of 
thought — full  and  profound  thought — on  the  bills 
reported,  by  saying  that  he  would  be  willing  to  bind 
himself  to  adjourn  in  one  short  week  from  this  day? 
What  carefui  member  will  precipitate  his  constitu- 
ents— their  interests  and  their  destinies,  into  the 
consequences  of  these  measures,  by  forcing  himself 
to  decide  upon  them  without  having  them  investi- 
gated and  discussed;  without  carefully  and  delibe- 
rately pondering  them  in  all  their  bearings  and  con- 
sequences? 

If  there  is  a member  of  this  house  who  is  willing 
to  bar  himself  from  the  fullest  examination  of  all 
these  important  subjects,  he  was  notthat  individu;  I. 
He  was  unwilling  to  close  his  ears  to  argument:  he 
could  not  iui c i uto  tn.  nf  hpipjr  fettered 

and  hoodwinked:  he  wished  to  act  without  re- 
straint,— to  read  all  that  could  be  read,  to  hear  all 
that  the  wisdom  of  this  house  could  otter,  before  he 
brought  his  mind  to  a final  determination  upon  the 
merits  and  all  the  details  of  these  measures.  The 
welfare  of  too  many  individuals  rested  upon  the 
decision  of  the  questions  not  yet  called  up  for  ex- 
amination, though  reported  by  the  committee.  The 
destiny  of  tiie  whole  people  is  involved  in  the  mea- 
sures yet  to  be  acted  upon. 

A bill  is  reported  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
some  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Will  not 
a bill  granting  such  a power — a power  the  most 
strange  and  alarming — lead  to  a long  discussion? 
He  asked,  ought  not  a bill  of  that  kind  to  he  fully 
and  thoroughly  examined  in  all  its  details,  and  in 
its  general  bearing  upon  the  country?  This  know- 
ing, be  attempted  by  resolution  to  have  t.iat  bill 
returned  to  the  senate  as  a revenue  bill,  which, 
under  the  constitution,  it  has  no  power  to  originate. 
Tut  this  is  not  a time  to  go  into  a discussion  of  that 
subject,  and  he  therefore  would  refrain.  But  he 
asked,  is  this  house  prepared  to  give  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury — a subordinate  officer  of  the 
government — the  enormous  power  to  issue  treasury 
notes  to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  without 
thoroughly  examining  the  consequences  of  such  a 
measure?  And  can  that  single  subject,  in  justice 
to  the  members  of  this  house  and  the  nation,  be 
fully  and  properly  investigated  in  six  days?  He 
should  be  much  surprised  if  any  dispassionate  mem- 
ber would  answer  in  the  affirmative.  It  would  re- 
quire at  least  twice  that  period  to  give  it  suitable 
examination. 

There  is  another  bill  on  the  table,  a bill  to  organ- 
ize and  establish  the  sub-treasury  system,  a bill  of 
more  anxious  importance  than  any  that  has  been 
reported  to  this  house  for  many  years — a hill  to 
change  the  whole  character  of  our  financial  arrange- 
ments. He  could  hardly  think  that  there  is  a single 
member  in  this  hall  who  would  desire  to  see  that 
bill  acted  upon  without  having  it  fully  discussed. 
And  there  can  be  no  member  so  ignorant  of  the 
temper  of  this  house  as  to  entertain,  for  an  instant, 
the  belief  that  it  can  be  brought  to  a vote  without 
several  weeks’  discussion. 


But  the  calendar  does  not  end  here;  there  is  a bill 
to  make  a large  appropriation  to  the  service  of  the 
Florida  war.  It  will  lead  to  a discussion. 

There  is  also  another  bill  reported,  in  which  he 
felt  strong  interest,  because  a large  portion  of  his 
constituents  will  be  affected  by  its  fate:  I allude  to 
the  bill  to  destroy  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  this 
district.  From  their  contiguity  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  they  are  deeply  concerned  in  its  decision. 
There  are  many  other  bills  of  importance  reported, 
which  cannot  be  quickly  determined  upon  by  this 
house,  unless  by  the  application  of  the  previous 
question.  And  I trust  that  this  house  will  never 
resort  to  that  means  of  expediting  the  passage  of 
hills  through  this  house  until  discussion  is  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  general  feeling  of  the  house  gives  sanc- 
tion to  such  an  odious  measure. 

In  the  worst  days  of  the  French  republic,  or 
rather,  in  the  worst  days  of  French  anarchy,  a cor- 
rupt judge  was  urged  by  the  blood-thirsty  Hotspurs 
of  that  day  to  decide  quickly  the  causes  before  him. 
The  servile  judge  answered  that  he  was  acting  upon 
that  principle,  for  he  had  already  decided  seven 
causes  without  a hearing.  The  day  is  distant,  I 
hope,  when  this  house  will  ever  decide  a question 
without  full  hearing;  and  I have  too  much  confi- 
dence in  it  to  believe  that  it  will  not  gladly  hear, 
nay  anxiously  desire,  the  fullest  examination  in 
debate  of  all  questions  of  public  interest. 

If  the  state  of  the  government  and  the  country 
was  such  as  to  authorize  the  president  to  convene 
us  here  to  give  relief  to  both  the  government  and 
the  people,  then  most  assuredly  the  measures  of  re- 
lief reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
are  sufficiently  important  to  justify  the  most  tho- 
rough examination.  Mr.  J.  esteemed  it  a duty  which 
each  owed  to  himself — a higher  duty  which  we  owe 
to  the  people,  and  the  nation,  to  give  those  plans  re- 
ported, the  most  careful  and  solemn  investigation. 

For  one  he  was  unwilling  to  abandon  his  place 
until  we  give  relief  to  the  country  as  well  as  to 
the  executive.  The  nation  requires  it  at  our  hands. 
They  have  a right  to  demand  it  from  their  repre- 
sentatives. Yes,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  J.)  we,  the 
representatives,  not  of  the  states  or  the  executive, 
but  emphatically  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
have  not  turned  our  attention,  for  one  moment,  to 
the  business  of  the  people.  No,  sir,  this  house  has 
not  originated  a single  measure  of  relief  to  the  peo- 
ple. It  has  not  reported  a single  bill  for  the  ame- 
lioration of  the  currency  of  the  country.  We  have 
tamely  waited  for  the  senate  to  send  their  bills  to  us, 
and  gently  to  follow  in  their  footsteps.  This  is  the 
house  in  which  all  such  measures  should  originate, 
but  it  has  originated  nothing.  Coming  fresh  from 
the  people,  they  are  to  claim  our  iast  consmeiauou. 

I repeat,  that  I am  unwilling  to  give  my  consent 
to  depart  from  this  city  until  something  is  done  for 
the  relief  of  the  whole  people — at  any  rate,  until 
the  measures  on  your  table  are  disposed  of — until 
the  people  are  to  be  convinced  by  the  action  of  this 
house,  whether  it  will  do  any  thing  for  their  relief 
or  not.  The  public  curiosity  is  on  tiptoe,  awaiting 
our  final  action.  Business  is  in  a great  degree  ar- 
rested; confidence  is  lost,  and  all  are  curiously  ask- 
ing, “what  will  congress  do  for  the  relief  of  the 
nation?”  Every  mail  brings  me  a budget  of  letters 
from  friends  of  all  parties,  asking,  with  eager  soli- 
citude, what  will  congress  do  to  banish  the  small 
notes  and  substitute  specie  in  their  stead?  I can 
give  no  answer,  for  who  can  know  what  will  be  the 
affirmative  or  negative  action  of  this  house?  Wiio 
can  answer  what  will  be  its  final  action?  Who  can 
say  what  it  will  omit  to  do? 

The  public  good— the  public  peace,  requires  that 
we  should  remain  until  some  decided  action,  nega- 
tive or  affirmative,  is  had. 

Will  the  public  economy  be  promoted  by  an  ad- 
journment? I believe  it  will  not.  By  the  state- 
ment made  in  debate  the  other  day  by  my  learned 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mercer),  it  will  not. 

Then  are  we  to  be  alarmed  by  the  duties  impos- 
ed upon  us,  and  shrink  from  their  discharge?  I 
cannot  think  that  such  a consideration  will  have  in- 
fluence with  any  member.  Will  the  miserable  gold 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  tempted  us 
with  have  any  effect  in  such  a determination?  I 
hope  not.  It  would  be  ungenerous  in  me  to  say 
that  it  would.  But  if  we  do  adjourn,  not  half  of 
the  members  will  return  home;  yet  constructive 
mileage  will  be  charged;  yes,  sir,  and  paid.  And  if, 
no  public  consideration  can  be  urged  in  support  of  an 
adjournment,  the  people  will  attribute  it  to  such  a 
motive;  and  unless  some  argument  can  be  urged  in 
favor  of  an  adjournment,  it  will  be  believed. 

If  any  gentleman  has  business  of  private  or  pub- 
lic importance,  and  should  desire  to  go  home,  I 
will,  for  one,  vote  in  all  such  cases,  with  pleasure, 
for  a leave  of  absence;  and,  doubt  not,  but  the 
house  will  cheerfully  grant  it. 


I appeal  to  the  members  of  this  house,  to  what- 
ever party  they  may  belong,  not  to  think  of  naming 
a day  before  some  decision  shall  be  had  on  the 
grave  measures  before  us. 

Let  us  put  to  rest  public  expectation.  Let  the 
people  know  whether  we  are  to  have  a sub-treasu- 
ry system  or  not.  Let  the  people  know  whether 
you  are  going  to  do  any  thing  for  a better  currency 
or  not;  or  whether  the  currency  is  to  be  abandon- 
ed. Whether  they  must  longer  look  to  you  for  re- 
lief; or,  desponding,  look  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  that  the  resolution  and 
amendment  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pickens  agreed  that  it  would  be  disastrous  to 
adjourn  without  some  measure  of  relief,  and  hoped 
that  this  day  two  weeks  would  be  fixed  on  as  the 
day  of  adjournment.  Mr.  Cambrcleng  coincided 
with  this  suggestion.  Mr.  Haynes  so  modified  his 
amendment.  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  dissented.  He 
spoke  advisedly,  he  said,  when  he  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  if  this  resolution  went  back  to  the  se- 
nate, it  was  probable  there  w'ould  be  no  adjourn- 
ment before  the  regular  session.  Mr.  Adams  spoke 
at  considerable  length  against  the  resolution  in 
either  form,  and  proposed'an  amendment  to  the  ef- 
fect that,  when  congress  adjourn,  it  be  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next.  Mr.  Patton  addressed  the 
house  at  some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  resolution, 
and  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
it  till  Monday  next.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  S.  C.,  was 
in  favor  of  the  9th  as  the  day  of  adjonrnment.  Mr. 
Boon  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was  not 
seconded — Ayes  72,  noes  102.  Mr.  Wise  spoke  at 
length  against  the  resolution,  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Glascock,  who  was  in  favor  of  Thursday,  the 
12th,  and  next  to  that  day,  Monday,  the  9th,  as  the 
day  of  adjournment,  and  opposed  to  the  postpone- 
ment. Mr.  Patton  moved  that  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  whole  subject  be  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next.  Mr.  Hamer  said,  that  from  indications 
which  had  been  already  afforded  by  the  action  of 
the  house,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  house  had  determined  to  ad- 
journ sometime  before  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber next;  but  the  question  was,  how  long  before 
that  day?  If  it  had  taken  the  house  four  weeks  to 
pass  one  bill,  how  long  would  it  require  to  pass 
same  half  dozen  which  had  been  reported?  This 
seemed  like  a plain  sum  in  the  rule  of  three;  hut  he 
hoped  the  issue  would  not  so  turn  out.  He  then 
went  on  to  argue  that,  as  the  minds  of  the  house 
were  made  up  on  nearly  if  not  all  of  these  bills,  it 
would  not  take  long  to  pass  upon  them;  and  this 
might  as  well  be  done  by  the  9th  as  by  the  I6th  of 
the  month.  Two  weeks  certainly  afforded  ample 

timp.  oe  a day  waa  fixed.  dlSCUSSiOn 

would  be  restrained. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Briggs,  who  called 
him  to  order,  as  wandering  from  the  point, 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Patton’s  motion  to 
postpone  the  subject,  and  it  was  negatived  without 
a count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
9th,  amf  inserting  the  l6th  instant, 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered  by  the  house,  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows:  Yeas  115,  nays  103. 

Mr.  Mercer  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  16th  inst., 
and  insert  “the  first  Monday  of  April  next.”  On 
this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them,  and  his  amendment 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  wishing  as  he  said,  to  see 
who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  to  go 
home  without  doing  any  thing  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try, asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolution  a3 
amended.  They  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows;  Yeas  153,  nays  65. 

So  the  house  adopted  the  joint  resolution  to 
adjourn  on  the  16th  inst.  The  resolution  was  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mississippi  contested  election. 

The  house  passed  to  the  second  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  report  of  the  committee  on  elections, 
in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  of 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  chairman  of  that  committee,  ad  ■ 
dressed  the  house  in  support  of  the  report,  and  had 
not  concluded  his  remarks  when  the  hour  of  recess 
arrived. 

The  house  took  a recess  till  4 o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSTON. 

After  recess,  the  house  resumed  the  pending  ques- 
tion upon  the  Mississippi  election. 

Mr.  Lcgare,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
house  in  an  animated  and  eloquent  speech  in  sup- 
port of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  elections,  in 
which  lie  contended  against  the  strict  construction 
of  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject,  and  insisted  that 
it  was  to  be  looked  at  on  large  and  general  grounds 
of  policy.  He  was  followed  by 
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Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Mason , of 
Ohio,  who  took  the  opposite  side,  and  insisted,  from 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  Mississippi,  that  no 
such  vacancy  had  happened  in  the  representation 
from  Mississippi  as  was  contemplated  by  this  enact- 
ment, and  that,consequently,  the  election  held  under 
the  governor’s  proclamation  was  null,  and  ought  to 
be  made  void. 

The  house  then,  at  about  half  past  six,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  3.  After  the  presentation  of  me- 
morials, (of  which  there  were  comparatively  few), 
Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Evans,  during  the  re- 
sidue of  the  present  session. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  elections,  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi. 
Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  took  the  floor  in  support 
of  the  report  of  the  committee,  and,  having  spoken 
some  time,  was  followed  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont, 
who  addressed  the  house  at  length,  taking  grounds 
somewhat  different  from  those  which  had  been  as- 
sumed by  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side,  but 
leading,  in  the  end,  to  the  same  conclusion,  viz. 
that  the  sitting  members  were  not  entitled  to  retain 
their  seats.  Mr.  Tillinghast,  of  R.  I.,  followed  on 
the  same  side  of  the  question.  Mr.  Howard,  of  Md., 
spoke  at  large  in  reply;  and  having,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  referred  to  an  opinion  of  judge  Story, 
Mr.  Adams  made  some  explanations  in  referrence 
to  that  paper,  in  the  course  of  which  he  stated  it 
as  his  own  opinion,  and  that  of  all  proceding  pre- 
sidents of  the  United  Sates,  that  a vacancy  might 
be  said,  in  the  sense  of  the  constitution,  to  have 
“happened,”  whenever  the  office  was  not  full.  Mr. 
Cushman,  of  New  Hampshire,  now  moved  the 
previous  question  and  a call  of  the  house,  [which 
was  very  thin,  owing,  as  was  supposed,  to  an  in- 
teresting debate  in  another  part  of  the  capitol,]  but 
his  motion  not  seeming  to  meet  the  wishes  of  his 
friends,  he  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachu- 
setts, next  took  the  floor,  and  made  an  argumenta- 
tive speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Hastings,  of  Massachusetts,  followed 
in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Mr. 
Parmenter,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  a query  that 
had  been  addressed  to  his  colleagues  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, as  to  the  usage  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
in  similar  cases.  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  support  of  the  report. 

The  hour  of  recess  arriving,  the  house  separated 
until  4 P.  M.  without  taking  any  question. 

After  the  recess,  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  con- 
cluded his  remarks.  Mr.  Hastings,  of  Massachu- 
setts, made  a few  observations  in 
his  former  remarks,  which  had  been  commented  on 
by  Mr.  Loomis.  Mr.  Adams  made  some  observa- 
tions in  opposition  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee  on  elections.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  previous 
question;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays.  And  the  main  question,  on  the 
original  resolution  of  the  committee  on  elections, 
being  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on  the 
demand  of  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  adopted — ayes  118,  noes 
101.  So  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  Claiborne  and  Mr. 
Gholson  were  duly  elected  representatives  from  the 
state  of  Mississippi  in  the  25th  congress,  and  are 
entitled  to  their  seats  in  this  house. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  several  mes- 
sages, &e.  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  4.  After  several  resolutions  had 
been  offered,  copies  of  which  will  be  inserted  in 
our  next, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  floor,  to 
which  he  was  entitled  at  the  close  of  the  last  morn- 
ing hour,  not  having  then  finished  his  remarks. 
He  adverted  to  the  great  difficulty  of  addressing 
the  house  in  the  detached  manner  members  were 
obliged  to  do,  on  the  morning  hour  only,  upon  a 
subject  so  important  as  this.  It  was  destructive  of 
every  thing  like  fair  discussion,  and  he  wished  fora 
more  extended  debate  than  was  possible  under  that 
arrangement.  He  moved  to  refer  the  resolution 
under  discussion  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  a long  and  desulto- 
ry debate,  some  account  of  which  will  be  given  in 
our  next.  Before  the  question  was  decided,  Mr. 
Cambreleng  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  which 
were  taken  up,  and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  an 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  (Mr.  Connor  in  the  chair,) 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rhett,  of  S.  C.,  to  the  bill 
as  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
being  under  consideration.  Mr.  Biddle  spoke  at 
length  against  the  bill,  and  was  followed  on  the 
same  sido  by  Mr.  Robertson.  Mr.  Thomas,  when 


Mr.  R.  had  concluded  his  speech,  arose,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  judiciary  committee,  explained  why 
they  had  not  reported  a bankrupt  law. 

The  house  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

The  house  met  after  the  recess  and  took  up  the 
bill  authorizing  an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  which 
caused  considerable  discussion,  during  which,  a 
variety  of  amendments  were  offered,  all  of  which 
were  negatived,  except  one  offered  by  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, which  was  amended  and  agreed  to.  The 
committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
house,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  October  5.  After  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  pas- 
sed yesterday,  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  for  information  relating  to  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition. 

Mr.  Howard,  on  leave,  moved  to  print  10,000  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  message  of  the  president  in  regard 
to  the  correspondence  with  Mexico  in  relation  to 
Mexican  affairs.  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  the  same  number  of  the  Brazilian  corres- 
pondence. Both  propositions  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  charter  a 
national  bank;  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Ser- 
geant’s motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr. 
Bynum,  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  and  against  the  commitment.  Mr.  Cush- 
man, of  N.  Hampshire  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Haynes  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The  call 
was  ordered,  and  196  members  answered  to  their 
names.  The  motion  of  the  previous  question  was 
seconded  by  the  house — ayes  83,  noes  80. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  the  vote 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  There  being  a tie,  the 
speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  carried. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Bruyn, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
Chapman,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Pavee,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletch- 
er, Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Gray,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Arphaxad 
Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  McKay,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  McKirn,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mooro, 
TVTr.r(5ar,_  S W Momo,  Nublc,  OviCIlS,  PalUlfr,  far- 

menter,  Paynter,  Pennybaclcer,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Rhett,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Thomas 
T.  W hittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell— 101. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Aycrvgg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Borden,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Rich.  Fletcher,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  James 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Strat- 
ton, Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— 101. 

The  previous  question  being  thus  carried  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  speaker,  t rie  main  question  on 
the  resolution  was  put  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T. 
J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cilley , Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grautland,  Gray,  Grif- 
fin, Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T. 
B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  Nathaniel 


Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mal- 
lory, J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  M.  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter, 
Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 
123. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Calhoon,  Cal- 
houn, W.  B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cheatham, Childs, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crokett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler, 
Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury, 
May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peek, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  J.  Williams  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke — 91. 

So  the  house  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
charter  a national  bank. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  imposing  additional  du- 
ties as  depositories,  in  certain  cases,  on  public  offi- 
cers, was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cam- 
breler.g,  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  with 
the  amendments  reported  last  night  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  to 
the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  Mr. 
Rhett  moved  in  the  house  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  in  committee,  and  supported  it  by  a speech. 
He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  of  Mass., 
Cushing,  of  Mass.,  Parmenter,  of  Mass.,  Crockett, 
of  Tern.,  Hamer,  of  Ohio,  and  Phillips,  of  Mass. 
Before  (he  latter  gentleman  had  concluded  the 
hr*  use  took  a recess. 

The  treasury  note  bill  being  under  consideration. 
Mr,  Phillips  rniv-i..J.J  kJo  rc.aika  in  opposition  to 
if.  Mr.  Howard  followed  in  favor  of  it.  Mr.  Phil- 
lips rejoined  in  some  explanatory  remarks.  When 
he  had  concluded  Mr.  Toucey  spoke  at  length  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  Mr.  Bell  intimated  his  intention  to 
speak  upon  the  bill  itself,  but  said  he  was  ready 
first  to  vote  on  the  several  amendments  proposed, 
and  would  give  way  for  that  purpose.  When  he  ad- 
dressed the  house,  it  would  be  upon  a motion  he 
should  then  offer,  “to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill.”  Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  amend- 
ments would  be  acted  upon  as  proposed. 

Aftersome  conversation  between  the  speaker  and 
Mr.  Wise,  who  asked  what  amendment  was  then 
pending?  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment  being  put,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  moved  Ms  amendment,  which 
was  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  the  following,  being  the  first 
section  of  his  proposed  amendment: 

That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  authorized 
to  sell  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
the  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the 
president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  for  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  apply  the 
money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer,  in  pay- 
ment of  any  demands  upon  the  treasury;  provided, 
however,  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or 
evidences  of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a less  sum  than 
the  nominal  amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of 
debt,  exclusive  of  interest. 

If  this  amendment  should  be  agreed  to,  Mr.  U. 
remarked,  he  should  then  offer  the  second  section 
of  the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed  when  in 
committeee  ot  the  whole.  Several  gentlemen  re- 
questing the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  amendment  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Patton  made  some  observations  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  proposed  treasury  notes,  which 
he  considered  as  bills  of  credit,  and  argued  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  to  issue 
such,  &c  Mr.  Cambreleng  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, as  did  Mr.  Thomas,  who  was  in  favor  both  of 
the  bill  and  the  amendment.  After  he  concluded, 
the  house  adjourned. 
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(^J-The  present  number  contains  Mr.  Clay’s 
speech  on  tbe  sub -treasury  bill,  and  two  briel 
speeches  of  Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the 
bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue,  with  a sketch  of  his 
remarks  on  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

The  treasury  note  bill.  The  bill  author- 
izing an  issue  of  treasury  notes  was  amended  in 
the  house  by  reducing  the  lowest  denomination  of 
notes  to  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars.  This  amendment, 
with  some  others  of  minor  importance,  was  concur- 
red in  by  the  senate,  and  from  the  notice  below 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  bill  has  been  signed  by  the 
president  and  is  now  a law  of  the  land.  For  par- 
ticulars on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  see  the  congres- 
sional department. 

Treasury  notes.  The  following  advertise- 
ment appeared  in  the  Washington  “Globe”  ot  yes- 
terday: 

Treasury  department,  13 th  October,  1837. 

Congress  'has,  by  an  act  approved  on  the  12th 
instant,  authorized  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  in  denomina- 
tions not  less  than  $50  each,  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States,  and  bearing  interest  at 
a rate  not  exceeding  6 per  cent,  per  annum.  The 
undersigned,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  payments 
to  such  of  the  public  creditors  as  may  not  choose  to 
receive  said  notes,  invites  offers  for  the  exchange 
or  loan  of  them  for  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States. 

The  proposals  will  state  the  place  where  the 
money  will  be  deposited,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  in- 
terest to  be  borne  by  the  notes  when  taken  at  par. 

Those  who  receive  no  reply  will  consider  it  as 
sufficient  evidence  that  their  offers  are  not  accepted. 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec’y  of  the  treasury. 


Congress.  Qur  readers  are  referred  to  our  coj> 
gressional  abstracts  for  the  proceedings  of  both 
houses  to  Thursday,  inclusive.  On  yesterday,  the 


vlce  P^'lLenW o?nnot'°resuming  the  chair 
during  the  session,  the  lion.  William  R.  King  was 
chosen  president  pro  tern,  of  the  senate  without 
opposition.  The  motion  to  discharge  the  judiciary 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  president  in  relation  to  a 
bankrupt  law  coming  up,  Mr.  Southard  addressed 
the  senate  in  an  animated  speech  on  the  subject; 
after  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  senate 
went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

In  the  house  yesterday  the  morning  hour  was 
occupied  in  the  consideration  of  a bill,  reported  the 
day  before  by  the  committee  of  claims,  to  amend 
the  act  ot  the  18th  January  last,  providing  for  pay- 
ment of  horses  lost  in  the  military  service  of  tile 
United  States;  which  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  conceding  certain  rights 


to  Mrs.  Madison,  concerning  her  late  husband’s 
papers,  was  read  three  several  times,  and  finally 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  concerning  the  Districi 
of  Columbia  banks  was  twice  read,  and,  after  some 
discussion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  senate’s  sub-treasury  bill  was  resumed,  and 
powerful  speeches  against  it  delivered  by  Mr.  Le- 
gare  and  Mr.  Naylor,  the  latter  of  whom  had  not 
concluded  when  the  hour  of  recess  arrived. 

P.  S.  The  sub-treasury  bill  was  last  night,  at  about 
half  past'12  o’clock,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Elections.  The  election  for  members  of  the 
legislature  look  place  in  Pennsylvania  on  Tuesday 
last.  The  returns  are  necessarily  incomplete,  but 
indicate  a considerable  whig  gain  since  last  year. 
One  account  says  they  have  gained  2 in  Dauphin;  2 
in  Bucks;  1 in  Delaware;  L in  Chester;  2 in  Adams;  1 
in  Huntington,  and  one  in  Columbia — total  gain  10. 

It  is  also  stated  that  whig  senators  have  been 
elected  in  the  Adams,  Franklin  and  Cumberland 
district,  which,  if  true,  will  give  the  whigs  a ma- 
jority in  the  senate. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  of  yesterday,  says:  “We 
have  now  returns  enough  from  the  interior  to  ren- 
der it  morally  certain,  that  there  will  be  a whig  ma- 
jority in  the  legislature.” 

Vol.  Ill— Sig.  7. 


In  a few  days  all  doubt  will  be  removed,  and  we 
will,  of  course, record  the  result  for  the  information 
of  our  readers  and  tor  reference. 

In  New  Jersey  the  election  took  place  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  last.  Returns  have  been  re- 
ceived from  all  the  counties  but  two,  which  show 
that  eight  whigs  and  six  administration  candidates 
have  been  elected  forthe  council,  and  twenty -seven 
wlfio-s  and  eighteen  triends  ol  the  administration  tor 
the  assembly?  The  last  October  election  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  seven  whigs  and  seven  friends  of 
the  administration  for  the  council,  and  twenty  whigs 
and  thirty  friends  of  the  administration  for  the  as- 
sembly. 

The  last  legislature  created  two  new  counties, 
making  in  all  sixteen,  each  of  which  send  one 
member  to  the  council,  so  that  9 make  a majority. 
There  are  52  members  of  the  lower  house,  27  of 
which  make  a majority. 

Georgia  election.  An  extra  from  the  office  of  the 
Georgia  Journal,  dated  Milledgevilie,  Oct.  6,  says: 

“Gilmer’s  majority  over  Schley  in  42  counties  is 
2,5S7.  Mr.  Gilmer  has  gained  on  the  majorities 
obtained  by  Mr.  Dougherty  in  these  same  counties, 
at  the  election  in  1S35,  1,307  votes.  Mr.  Schley 
has  lost  from  the  majorities  he  obtained  over  Mr. 
Dougherty  in  these  counties,  1,490  votes.  Unless 
there  is  some  extraordinary  adverse  change,  not 
expected  in  the  remaining  4S  counties,  Mr.  Gil- 
mer’s election  is  certain.  It  is  expected  that  his 
majority  will  increase.  Three  additional  counties 
increase  Gilmer’s  majority  by  more  than  1,100.” 

Tennessee.  The  legislature  of  this  state  com- 
menced its  session  on  Monday  the  2d  inst.  Col. 
Cahal,  of  Maury  county,  was  elected  speaker  ol  the 
senate,  and  gen.  J.  Cocke,  formerly  a member  of 
congress,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Both  gentlemen  are  whigs,  as  are  a majority  of  the 
members  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

On  the  3d  inst.  governor  Cannon  transmitted  his 
IDonp®o-  hofh  houses  Tf  shall  have  n piano 
in  the  meantime  the  following  extract 
may  serve  to  show  his  opinion  of  the  causes  ol'  me 
present  embarrassments  of  the  country: 

“It  has  fallen  to  our  lots  to  taste  the  bitter  fruits 
of  an  experiment  upon  the  currency,  which  in  the 
midst  of  the  highest  state  of  prosperity,  has  brought 
upon  us  a sudden  revulsion  and  total  derangement 
of  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country.  How 
long  and  to  what  extent  we  may  be  doomed  to  suf- 
fer under  this  state  of  things,  must  mainly  depend 
upon  the  action  of  the  general  government,  by 
whose  mistaken  and  unwise  policy  this  calamity 
has  been  inflicted  upon  us.” 

A motion  is  before  the  legislature  to  go  into  an 
election  for  a senator  in  place  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  4th  of 
March  1838. 

New  Orleans.  The  health  of  the  city  is  grad- 
ually improving.  From  the  '25th  ult.  to  the  1st  inst., 
the  interments  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-seven. Two  papers  have  resumed  their  daily 
publication,  and  there  are  other  favorable  indica- 
tions of  reviving  business. 

The  amount  of  specie  received  on  the  1st  and  2d 
inst.  was  $32,4S6,  and  the  number  ol  passengers 
arrived  during  the  same  period  was  612.  The  Lou- 
siana  Advertiser  says: 

“At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  one  of  our 
most  respectable  merchants  terminated  his  exist- 
ence by  shooting  himself — supposed  to  have  been 
caused  by  business  embarrassments  and  pecuniary 
troubles. 

“The  steamer  Pawnee,  with  a detachment  of  the 
first  regiment  of  infantry  from  Jefferson  barracks, 
passed  our  city  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  land- 
ing the  troops  at  the  new  barracks,  located  some 
few  miles  down  the  coast.  They  are  under  the 
command  of  captain  J.  S.  Bryant  and  lieutenants 
Hardy  and  Green.  Their  ultimate  destination  is 
Florida.” 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  vve  have  received  a 
slip  by  the  express  mail  from  the  office  of  the  True 
American,  dated  the  7th  inst..  which  says:  “On 
Thursday  nisrht  it  commenced  raining,  and  con- 
tinued during  the  whole  of  yesterday,  pouring  in 
torrents,  so  as  completely  to  keep  the  streets  flood- 
ed. The  wind,  too,  was  very  high,  blowing  from 
th?  south-east.  If  water  has  any  effect  in  destroy- 


ing yellow  fever,  there  can  be  but  little  of  it  left  in 
our  city  now. 

“For  the  last  three  days  the_ epidemic  has  been 
on  the  decline,  notwithstanding  the  daily  influx  ot 
ctrangoi-c,  of  whom  at  least  two  thousand  must 
have  arrived  within  the  last  ten  days.” 

At  Natchez,  the  fever  is  stated  as  being  rather  on 
the  increase,  and  one  of  the  papers  in  that  city  had 
not  appeared  for  two  or  three  days,  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  foreman  and  several  ol  the  compositors. 
Mobile  continued  healthy. 

Indians.  The  deputation  of  Sioux,  having  con- 
cluded their  business,  left  this  city  on  Monday 
evening  last  for  their  homes,  via  the  rail  road,  un- 
der a pledge  from  the  secretary  of  war  that  they 
should  be  protected  by  this  government  until  they 
reached  them.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
those  who,  on  the  29th  ult.,  signed  the  treaty  with 
this  government: 

The  Upsetting  Wind;  Big  Thunder;  Grey  Iron; 
Walking  Buffalo;  Good  Road;  Standing  Cloud; 
Afloat;  White  Man;  Iron  Cloud;  He  that  comes 
last;  He  that  shakes  the  Earth;  The  Son  of  Hand- 
some Voice;  The  Dancer;  The  Big  Iron;  He  that 
runs  after  the  Clouds;  The  Red  Road;  The  Bad 
Hail;  The  Eagle  Head;  He  that  stands  on  both 
sides;  The  Walking  Circle;  The  Red  Lodge. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Consuls. 

Henry  E.  Coleman,  for  Tabasco,  in  Mexico. 

William  P.  Gilliam,  for  Montgomery,  in  Mexico. 

Jose  Maria  Castanos,  for  San  Bias,  in  Mexico. 

Ferdinand  Gardner,  forthe  Cape  de  Verd  Islands. 

Edward  F.  Rivinus,  forDresden,  in  Saxony. 

Robert  Campbell,  for  Genoa. 

John  M.  Marston,  for  Palermo,  in  Sicily. 

Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  to  be  Marshal  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Florida. 

A revolution  in  Santa  Fe.  A slip  from 
me  office  of  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  under  date 
of  October  2d,  informs  us  that  the  early  arrival  of 
the  Fall  Company  of  traders  from  Santa  Fe,  brings 
advices  of  a complete  revolution  in  that  state. 
The  governor,  Don  Alvino  Perez,  and  all  his  prin- 
cipal officers,  had  been  murdered  by  the  conspira- 
tors. Jose  Gonzales,  the  rebel  chief,  was  declared 
and  installed  governor  of  New  Mexico!  About 
filteen  men  of  distinction  had  been  massacred,  in- 
cluding Santiago  Abreau,  the  friend  of  the  stranger 
and  the  poor.  At  the  date  of  these  advices,  the 
Americans  in  the  provinces  had  not  been  molestedi 
though  t fibre  was  no  security  whatever  for  proper- 
ty, and  the  revolutionists,  it  was  said,  had  marked 
one  of  the  Americans  for  sacrifice.  This  indivi- 
dual, it  was  observed,  would  be  known  when  his 
head  was  seen  upon  a pole! 

Letters  by  express  mail.  It  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  our  abstract  of  congressional  proceed- 
ings that  a bill  has  passed  both  houses  requiring 
the.  postage  upon  all  letters  sent  by  the  express 
mail  to  be  paid  in  advance.  It  was  passed  with  the 
view  of  protecting  members  of  congress  from  the 
cost  of  postage  on  letters  thus  received,  and  which 
in  a single  instance  was  said  to  equal  the  per  diem 
of  an  honorable  senator.  That  great  hardships 
have  been  suffered  under  the  law,  we  do  not  doubt, 
but  we  believe  it  could  be  proved,  in  nine  cases  out 
often,  that  the  premium  paid  to  honorable  mem- 
bers of  congress  upon  the  “constitutional  currency” 
received  as  their  pay,  would  more  than  cover  the 
sums  they  have  paid  lor  postage.  But, if  it  would 
not,  this  law  is  liable  to  great  objections;  for  in  pro- 
tecting some  ten  or  a dozen  members  of  congress, 
it  will  subject  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  mer- 
chants and  others  to  great  inconvenience,  and  in  a 
great  measure  frustrate  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
express  mail. 

Prospect  of  war  on  the  frontier.  Prom 
the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  Sept.  30.  We  have 
conversed  wittKa  gentleman  just  arrived  in  the  city 
from  Independence,  Jackson  county.  Mo.  We 
learn  from  him,  that  great-excitement  was  prevail- 
ing amongst  the  citizens  of  that  quarter,  who  were 
expecting  an  attack  from  the  Osage  Indians. — 
They  had  sent  several  threatening  messages  to  thq 
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frontier  inhabitants  and  had  already  committed  | 
some  depredations  on  their  property;  having;  stolen  ; 
several  hogs  and  cattle,  and  reports  say  some  ne- 
groes. Application  had  been  made  to  the.  governor 
lor  troops,  and  instructions  had  been  issued  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  (the  governor  being  absent  at  the 
time  the  application  was  made)  to  general  Lucas 
to  raise  instantly  six  hundred  men  from  his  division 
which,  we  believe,  consists  of  Jackson,  LaFayette 
and  VanBuren  counties.  The  militia  of  the  several 
counties  were  to  meet  on  Saturday  last,  to  raise 
the  number  of  troops  ordered  by  the  commander  of 
the  division.  We  are  also  informed  that  general 
Atkinson  had  an  interview  with  the  governor  on 
this  subject,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  quarter  will  require  the  immediate 
personal  attention  of  himself  or  general  Gaines. 
The  Osages  say  they  can  bring  one  thousand  war- 
riors into  the  field,  and  that  they  have  no  fear  of 
the  consequences  of  the  war.  Our  informant  had 
not  learnt  the  particular  grievance  of  which  they 
complain.  We  shall  wait  with  anxiety  for  further 
intelligence. 

Items  about  the  Flobida  war.  We  learn 
from  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  4th  inst.  that 
on  the  29th  ult.  a son  of  Philip,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  four  other  Indians,  came  into  St.  Augustine 
under  a flag  of  truce.  General  Hernandez  gave 
orders  for  their  detention,  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly  placed  in  confinement.  We  did  not  learn 
what  the  object  of  the  Indians  were  in  thus  visit- 
ing St.  Augustine. 

A letter  from  a correspondent  of  the  Savannah 
Georgian,  dated  Fort  Micanopy,  Sept.  20,  says: 
“An  express  direct  from  Tampa  Bay,  brings  the 
intelligence  of  John  Hicks  and  ten  of  his  °band, 
having  gone  to  that  post  and  surrendered  them- 
selves as  prisoners.  He  was  the  master  spirit 
among  the  Mickasukeys,  and  his  defection  may 
influence  others.  As  the  three  principal  actors  in 
the  bloody  tragedy  (Philip,  Uchee  Billy,  and  John 
Hicks)  are  now  in  our  power,  T shall  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  the  whole  tribe  surrender  at  discretion.” 

The  following  is  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of 
war  to  the  commandant  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  di- 
recting the  employment  of  friendly  Indians  in  the 
Florida  campaign: 

War  department,  July  22,  1837. 

Sir:  It  having  been  deemed  advisable  to  em- 

ploy a body  of  friendly  Indians  to  aid  in  tile  opera- 
tions against  the  Seminoles  of  Florida  dnrinir  file 
next  campaign,  you  are  required  to  endeavor  to  en- 
gage for  this  service  four  hundred  Shavvnees,  two 
hundred  Delawares,  and  one  hundred  Kickapoos, 
to  be  selected  from  the  most  intelligent  of  those  best 
affected  towards  the  United  States.  You  will  re- 
present to  them  thatthey  will  be  divided  into  bands 
of  fifty  each,  including  the  individual  who  may  have 
the  command  of  each  band,  and  who  will  be  select- 
ed by  those  composing  the  bands  out  of  their  own 
number.  The  compensation  of  these  Indians  for 
six  months’  service  will  be  as  follows:  to  the  chief 
of  each  band  four  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars, 
and  to  all  others,  each  two  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars.  Besides  this  pay,  they  will  be  subsisted  at 
the  expense  of  the  government;  and  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  assure  them  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
give  them,  should  they  disire  it,  the  same  kind  of 
rations  which  they  now  receive;  and  that  should  any 
of  the  Indians  thus  engaged,  die  or  be  killed  while 
in  the  service  of  the  government,  the  amount  of 
pay  which  may  be  due  them  for  the  six  months’ 
service,  will  be  given  to  their  families. 

These  Indians  will  be  armed  withtheirown  rifles 
and  implements,  so  far  as  they  possess  them,  and 
those  who  may  not  have  them  of  their  own,  will  be 
furnished  by  the  United  States,  the  cost  of  which  is 
to  be  deducted  from  their  pay.  Each  band  will  se- 
lect its  own  interpreter,  who  will  be  enrolled  and 
will  compose  one  of  the  fifty.  The  compensation 
of  each  interpreter,  for  the  six  months’ service,  will 
be  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  enrolment  and 
organization  of  this  force  should  be  completed  suffi- 
ciently early  to  admit  of  its  transportation  to  Tampa 
Bay,  Florida,  by  the  middle  of  October  next,  at 
latest.  In  the  duty  of  enroling  and  organizing, 
you  will  be  assisted  by  one  or  more  officers  of  the 
army,  who  will  join  you  at  the  proper  time  for  the. 
purpose,  and  who,  when  this  duty  shall  have  been 
completed,  will  take  charge  of  the  Indians,  and  con- 
duct them  in  transports  on  their  way  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Maj.  R.  W.  Cummings,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Missouri. 

New  York  money  market,  &c.  The  Journal  of 
Commerce  of  Monday  says:  There  is  plenty  of 
money,  but  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  those  who  do 
not  want  it,  and  difficult  to  be  obtained  by  those 


who  do.  The  export  of  specie  to  Europe  is  much 
reduced,  and  a moderate  current  is  setting  back 
across  the  Atlantic.  Most  of  the  packets  now 
bring  more  or  less  to  be  used  in  buying  cotton  and 
other  produce,  and  are  induced,  not  by  the  rate  of 
exchange,  but  by  the  uncertainty  about  getting  or- 
ders executed,  which  rest  on  any  other  basis. 

The  rates  of  exchange  for  the  packets  to  sail  to- 
day are  more  against  us.  A good  many  bills  on 
London  were  sold  on  Saturday  at  sixteen  per  cent, 
premium,  and  some  at  sixteen  and  a half.  Some 
were  sold  at  fifteen,  hut  though  very  good  in  ordi- 
nary times,  and  really  so  now,  they  had  not  names, 
which  removed  all  doubt.  On  France  the  rate  was 
4f.90a95  per  dollar.  The  packets  which  sail  to-day 
have  on  board  hut  a very  moderate  amount  of  specie. 

This  was  a great  week  in  the  flour  trade,  upwards 
of  40,000  barrels  were  inspected  in  four  days,  and 
the  whole  receipts  of  the  week  will  probably  reach 
60,000  barrels,  a quantity  rarely  equalled  in  a 
week.  The  demand  was  also  large  though  almost 
w'hoily  from  New  England,  and  when  the  price  got 
down  to  $8,  the  sales  w'ere  very  large,  so  that  the 
stock  remaining  is  but  small  again,  and  on  Saturday 
the  holders  feeling  well  satisfied  with  the  extent  of 
their  sales  were  disposed  to  hold  on,  a little  and  so 
asked  12Ia25  cents  advance,  which  stopped  large 
transactions,  though  small  parcels  were  got  off  at 
the  advance.  There  are  plenty  of  buyers  at  $S, 
and  but  few'  above  that  price.  Ohio,  Troy  and 
New  York  city  are  about  #8.  Southern  kinds  have 
varied  but  little.  Howard  street  and  Georgetown 
are  held  at  $ 9 . Rye  flour  sold  at  $6,  but  is  dull, 
and  can  be  had  rather  less.  800  barrels  Indian  meal 
were  sold  at  $ 5 44  cents.  The  stock  of  foreign 
wheat  is  about  20,000  bushels,  and  very  little  of  it 
is  prime;  two  or  three  parcels  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  brought  $1  50a$tl  55  cents,  with 
time.  Some  small  parcels  of  old  domestic  rye  sold 
at  $1  03  cents,  and  inferior  foreign  at  95  cents. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  navy, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate: 

Alexander  S.  Wadsworth,  to  be  commissioner  of 
the  navy  board,  May  17,  1837. 

Cicero  Price, 


Passed  midshipmen 
to  be  lieutenants. 
Sept.  6,  1837. 


To  be  assistant  sur- 
geons in  the  navy. 
Sept.  6,  1837. 


Alberto  Griffith, 

John  R JGoldsborough, 

Charles  S.  Boggs, 

Augustus  H.  Kilty, 

S.  at  - 

Joseph  Beale,  Pa. 

William  E.  Coale,  Md. 

Edw.  J.  Rutter,  Md. 

Richard  J.  Harrison,  Ya. 

John  T.  Mason,  Va. 

James  M.  Smith,  Pa. 

Charles  W.  Tait,  Ala. 

Charles  D.  Maxwell,  Pa. 

To  be  pursers, 

Robert  Pettilt,  of  Penn.,  6th  April,  1S37. 

Richard  R.  Waldron,  of  N.  H.  15th  June,  1837. 
William  Speiden,  ofD.  C.,  30th  August,  1837; 

Awful  shipw'reck.  New  Orleans,  Oct.  2. 
Ship  Amelia  reports  that  on  20th  Sept.,  in  lat.  32  23, 
long.  72,  she  fell  in  with  schr.  Pennsylvania;  cap- 
tain Williams,  bottom  up,  with  two  men  in  a very 
exhausted  state  clinging  to  her  bottom.  The  sur- 
vivors stated  that  she  sailed  from  New  York  10th 
Sept,  with  twenty-one  passengers,  with  a crew  of 
six  persons  including  officers,  and  that  she  was 
capsized  on  the  night  of  16th  Sept.,  after  the  passen- 
gers had  retired  lor  the  night.  The  captain  and 
crew  were  on  deck  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
supposed  to  have  been  immediately  lost:  seven  pas- 
sengers were  immediately  drowned  below',  and  the 
rest  of  them  continued  to  survive,  struggling  in  the 
hold  amongst  the  cargo,  until  the  next  Monday,  when 
J.  P.  Williams  and  Lansing  Dougherty  escaped 
from  the  cabin,  and  by  great  exertions  gained  the 
bottom  of  the  vessel,  the  cries  of  their  comrades  be- 
ing distinctly  heard  throughout  the  day — but 
gradually  sunk  into  a dismal  moan,  and  became 
extinct  during  the  following  night. 

The  officers  of  the  Amelia,  indulging  the  faint 
hope  that  some  of  the  unfortunate  passengers  in 
the  hold  of  the  schooner  might  yet  be  alive,  de- 
spatched her  jolly  boat  with  tools  to  scuttle  her, 
and  providentially  discovered  one  young  man  yet 
breathing,  but  quite  senseless,  and  bruised  in  a 
shocking  manner;  the  remains  of  the  other  persons 
were  floating  about  the  hold  of  the  vessel.  The 
youth  being  conveyed  to  the  ship,  every  medical 
aid  within  the  reach  of  her  company  was  adminis- 
tered to  him,  but  all  without  success — the  poor  fel- 
low survived  only  two  days.  The  names  of  the 
passengers  as  given  by  the  survivors,  are  as  follows: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barry,  Messrs,  Lyons,  Kess,  Burrell,  Whitney, 
Thompson,  McGill,  Wilson,  Holier,  Liebe,  Ramps, 


Teich,  a youth  named  Wiilaim  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  the  two  survivors,  J.  P.  Williams 
and  Lansing  Dougherty. 

Cotton.  Liverpool,  Sept.  1.  The  desire  to  pur- 
chase cotton  has  continued  unabated  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  week,  and  the  transactions  are  again 
very  large;  some  of  the  largest  holders  have  retired 
their  stocks  from  the  market,  and  this  has  only  tend- 
ed to  encourage  the  trade  to  stock  themselves  more 
plentifully.  All  descriptions  of  American  cotton 
are  l-4d  per  lb.  higher,  and  in  the  middling  kinds  of 
Uplands  and  Orleans,  which  are  scarce,  a further 
advance  than  this  has  been  realized..  The  better 
descriptions,  from  never  having  been  proportionably 
so  low  as  the  other  sorts,  have  not  participated  in 
the  improvement  to  the  same  extent.  Brazils  and 
Egyptians  are  also  l-4d  per  lb.  higher,  and  Surats 
have  been  taken  in  large  quantities  at  l-8d  per  lb. 
advance,  The  import  of  the  week  has  been  15,507 
bags.  The  sales  for  the  same  period  are,  including 
3,000  American  and  500  Surat  taken  on  speculation, 
and  600  American  350  Surat  for  export,  28,810 
bags,  viz;  220  Sea  Islandl2  to  18d;  50  stained  ditto, 
7 3-4  to  lid;  6,850  Upland  ditto,  5 1-2  to  7 3-Sd; 
3,910  Alabama  and  Mobile  5 to  7 l-2d;  9,500  New 
Orleans  5 1-2  to9d;  1,170  Pernambuco  7 to  9 3-4,  &c. 

Sales. 

Total  sales  previous  to  this  week,  1837,  777,300  bs. 
Total  sales  up  to  this  date,  1836,  795,880  ” 

Taken  out  of  market  up  to  this  date- — 

1836,  679,000  bags, — average  weekly  19,400  bags. 
1837,697,500  bags, — average  weekly  19,928  bags. 

Imports. 

Up  to  this  date,  1837,  S38,197  bags. 

Same  time,  1S36,  793,986  ” 

Stocks. 

On  this  date,  1837,  293,020  bags. 

Same  time,  1836,  263,430  ” 

Import  and  export  of  cotton  for  the  whole  kingdom. 

Import  up  to  this  date,  1837,  1S36. 

American  717,936  bags.  665,181  bags. 

Brazil  75,939  94,897 

West  India  14,237  14,676 

Egyptian  27,663  16,305 

East  India  111,753  117.628 


Total  947,533  808,787 

Total  export  up  to  this  date,  1837,  97,000  bags. 

Total  export  for  1836,  108,900 

Magnetic  ore  in  New  Jersey'.  It  is  not  gene- 

(says  the  New'  Jersey 'f  relfoman* 
iron  mine  of  great  magnetic  power,  at  Schooley^s 
mountain,  near  the  mineral  spring,  Morris  county. 
The  following  account  of  it  is  taken  from  Gorden’s 
Gazetteer  of  New  Jersey: 

“For  the  man  of  science,  the  mineral  region, <and 
geological  formation  of  the  country,  possess  much 
interest.  They  abound  with  iron  and  other  minerals. 
The  first  in  a mine  opened  within  gun  shot  of  the 
Heath  House,  is  highly  magnetic;  so  much  so,  in- 
deed, as  to  render  the  use  of  iron  tools  about  it  very 
inconvenient.  The  following  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances we  give  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Marsh. 
The  tools,  by  continued  use,  become  so  strongly 
magnetised,  that  in  boring  the  rock,  the  workman 
is  unable,  after  striking  the  augur  with  his  hammer, 
to  separate  them,  in  the  usual  mode  of  wielding  the 
hammer,  and  is  compelled  to  resort  to  a lateral  or  ro- 
tary motion  for  this  purpose;  and  the  crowbar  has 
been  known  to  sustain  in  suspension,  all  the  other 
fools  of  the  mine,  in  weight  equal  to  many  pounds. 
These  facts  are  supported  by  the  assurance  of  gen. 
Dickenson,  that  the  magnetic  attraction  of  the  tools 
used  in  his  mine,  adds  much  to  the  fatigue  of  the 
workmen;  and  that  it  is  of  ordinary  occurrence  for_ 
tbe  hammer  to  lift  the  augur  from  the  hole  during 
the  process  of  boring.” 

Spain.  The  civil  war  raging  in  this  country 
with  alternate  triumph  and  defeat,  is  wasting  the 
strength,  without  advancing  the  real  power,  of 
either  party.  In  a late  number  of  the  London 
Times  we  find  a letter  purporting  to  be  written  by 
a merchant  in  the  south  of  Spainj  which  thus  sums 
up  the  whole  matter: 

"The  real  state  of  Spain  is  this:— The  great 
bulk  of  the  people  of  all  classes  neither  understand 
nor  care  a fig  for  any  matters  relating  to  politics, 
government,  or  public  affairs.  They  are  as  indif- 
ferent about  the  queen  and  ber  party  as  about  Don 
Carlos  and  his.  All  they  want  is  to  be  left  quiet, 
to  mind  their  own  concerns,  and  to  go  on  in  their  old 
jog-trot  way.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  gene- 
ral rule  are  the  republican  theorists,  and  the  po- 
litical priests  and  their  dupes,  whom  I have  alrea- 
dy described,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ihe  Basque 
provinces,  who  support  Don  Carlos  merely  be- 
cause he  promised  to  respect  and  confirm  their 
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fueros.  There  is  no  energy,  no  enterprise,  and 
neither  public  spirit  nor  public  honesty,  to  be  found 
in  this  country.  Every  man  is  either  totally'  apa- 
thetic, or  he  only  seeks  to  profit  by  the  scramble 
and  to  take  care  of  himself.  Tliis  feeding  also  gen- 
erally pervades  the  soldiers  on  both  sides;  they 
care  not  a jot  for  their  country,  their  countrymen, 
or  -their  party;  plunder  and  revenge  seem  to  be 
their  only  motives  of  action;  and  their  presence 
is  as  much  dreaded,  or  perhaps  more,  by  those 
whom  they  call  their  friends,  as  by  their  avowed 
enemies.  Neither  party  has  sufficient  energy  or 
strength  to  overcome  the  other,  and  I fear  that  mat- 
ters have  come  to  that  pass,  that  the  present  sys- 
tem of  skirmishing  and  guerilla  warfare  may  go  on 
for  a century,  or  until  the  whole  country  is  devas- 
tated, and  the  people  exterminated  by  fire,  sword, 
famine,  and  other  sufferings,  unless  the  mediation 
or  forcible  interference  (but  in  an  effectual  manner) 
of  other  nations  puts  an  end  to  the  contest.” 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

October  5.  Mr.  McKean  presented  two  remon- 
strances from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  142  women 
of  Jamaica,  and  the  petition  of  54  legal  voters  of 
Vershire,  Vermont,  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Prentiss  also  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  women  of  Townshend,  Vermont,  pray-, 
ing  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  slave  trade  in  the  United  States; 
and,  also,  four  petitions  from  inhabitants  and  legal 
voters  of  Vershire,  Vermont,  praying  congress  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  all  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States;  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce of  slaves  among  the  several  states  so  that  it 
may  be  immediately  prohibited;  not  to  admit  any 
new  state  into  the  union  whose  constitution  toler- 
ates domestic  slavery;  and  to  abolish  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Preston  objecting  to  the  reception  of  the 
above  memorials  on  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  question 
of  their  reception  on  the  table;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. So  the  memorials  were  not  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  wdien  the  senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin  such  public  documents  as  have  here- 
tofore been  given  to  the  members  of  this  bo^y. 

rvir.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  joint  resolution  referred  to  them,  retiring  the 
payment  of  postage  in  advance  on  letters  and  pa- 
pers sent  by  the  express  mail. 

* The  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  district  attorneys 
for  the  renewal  of  revenue  bonds  came  up  in  its 
order,  but  was  again  laid  on  the  tmle,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  ffie  committee  by 
whom  it  was  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  >enate  then  adjourned 
till  Monday  next. 

October^.  [The  space  occupied  by  Mr.  Clay’s 
speech,  and  other  articles  claiming  an  immediate 
insertion,  will  not  permit  us  to  give  more  than  a 
very  brief  synopsis  of  thr  proceedings  in  the  senate 
and  house  during  the  rresent  week.  They  shall, 
however,  be  recorded  i>  detail  in  our  next  number.] 

After  the  presentatbn  of  petitions,  the  joint  re- 
solution, requiring  -he  postage  on  letters  sent  by 
express  mail,  to  be  paid  on  each  letter  in  advance, 
was  taken  up,  am  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

[It  was  subsrquently  read  a third  time,  passed 
and  sent  to  the  house  for  concurrence.] 

The  bill  regdating  district  attorneys’  fees  on  re- 
newal of  bonus  was  then  taken  up,  amended  and 
passed. 

[Among  the  amendments  adopted  was  one  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  directing  that  the  bonds 
for  renewal  'shall  not  go  to  the  attorney,  but  shall 
be  renewed  by  the  collector,  and  the  same  fee 
charged  on  the  renewal  of  the  bond  as  was  charged 
on  the  oFginal  bond.] 

The  bill  authorizing  the  deposite  of  merchandise 
in  public  stores  was  now  taken  up,  and  after  some 
time  spent  in  considering  it,  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

October  10.  The  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  was  received  from  the  house,  with 
sesreral  amendments,  one  of  which  limits  the  amount 
of  said  notes  to  a denomination  of  not  less  than  fifty 


dollars.  After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Webster,  which  will  be  given  hereafter, 
it  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
finance. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
authorizing  the  deposite  of  merchandise  in  public 
stores.  A brief  discussion  arose  upon  this  bill,  and 
attempts  were  made  to  amend  and  postpone  it.  Fi- 
nally it  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  with 
tile  amendment  as  it  came  from  the  house,  without 
amendment.  Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  fifty  and  inserting  one  hundred.  Ne- 
gatived— ayes  16'.  noes  25. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  by  general 
consent,  and  Mr.  White  having  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  they  were  ordered,  and  the  bill  passed  by 
a vote  of  25  yeas  to  6 nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  went 
into  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
after  some  time  spent  thereon,  adjourned. 

October  11.  The  bill  authorizing  the  deposite  of 
merchandise  in  the  public  stores,  coming  up  as  the 
order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  desire  that 
it  might  be  further  postponed, — thereupon  a debate 
arose,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  postponement,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative: ayes  15,  noes  23. 

Mr.  Clay  then  said  he  had  intended  to  offer  some 
amendments  to  the  bill,  but  for  the  want  of  ade- 
quate information,  and  time  having  been  refused  to 
obtain  it,  lie  would  decline  at  present  to  offer  any 
proposition  relating  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment 
for  a third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
ayes  28,  nays  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up  the 
amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  for  further  ex- 
tension of  credit  on  merchants’  revenue  bonds,  and 
after  Mr.  W.  had  briefly  explained  the  nature  of  the 
amendment,  the  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
King  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  remainder  of  this 
day’s  session  was  consumed  by  a discussion  of  the 
bill  “to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  as  shall  not  resume  specie 
payments  within  a limited  time,  and  to  suppress 
the  circulation  of  small  notes  therein.”  The  bill 
was  finally  amended,  by  striking  out  all  that  relates 
to  the  enforcement  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
and  leaving  only  the  section  which  prohibits,  after 
thirty  days,  any  corporation,  company,  or  indivi- 
dual, in  the  District  from  issuing  or  passing  “any 
note,  check,  draft,  bank  bill,  or  other  paper  curren- 
cy of  a less  denominailou  man  five.  JoiUw,” 
heavy  penalties.  In  this  shape  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Wall  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, reported  a bill  relinquishing  to  Mrs.  Madison 
the  copyright  in  foreign  countries  to  the  late  presi- 
dent Madison’s  Journal  of  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vention which  formed  the  constitution;  and  also, 
the  avails  of  such  contracts  as  had  been  made  by 
her  relative  to  its  publication,  prior  to  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  which  authorized  the  purchase  of 
those  papers  by  government. 

This  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton  the  senate  held  an  ex- 
ecutive session,  and  then  adjourned. 

October  12.  After  some  business,  which  will  be 
noticed  hereafter,  Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  bankruptcy, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  Mr.  Benton 
rose  and  spoke  long  and  earnestly  on  the  various 
topics  connected  with  V is  motion.  Mr.  Crittenden 
Replied,  arguing  against  the  constitutionality  and 
policy  of  the  proposed  partial  law,  and  commenting 
on  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  present  distressed 
condition  of  the  country 

The  motion  to  discharge  lies  on  the  table  one  day 

Several  resolutions  were  offered,  which  lie  over 
one  day,  under  the  rules.  They  will  be  noticed 
when  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  a third  time 
passed  and  sent  to  the  other  house. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  deposite  of  merchandise 
in  the  public  stores,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  to  prohibit,  by  severe  penalties,  the  is- 
sue and  circulation  of  all  notes  in  this  district  under 
five  dollars;  (changed  in  its  title,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  to  “An  act  to  regulate  the  currency  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.”) 

And  the  bill  to  surrender  certain  copy-rights 
(mentioned  yesterday)  to  Mrs.  Madison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  seuate 
belcl  an  executive  session,  and  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

[The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Pat- 
ton on  the  19th  u It.,  was  taken  up  on  the  4th  inst. 
and  agreed  to,  but  accidentally  not  noted  in  our  ac- 
count of  the  day’s  proceedings,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  house — 

1st.  A copy  of  all  the  documents  and  corres- 
pondence in  his  department,  relative  to  the  recall 
of  major  general  Scott  from  the  command  against 
the  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians. 

2d.  A copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  convened  at  Fredericktown,  in 
relation  to  the  operations  against  the  Seminole  and 
Creek  Indians,  together  with  the  decisions  thereon 
of  the  late  and  presentexecutive. 

3d.  A copy  of  the  orders  to  major  general  Scott, 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  his  command,  and  the 
terms  he  might  offer  to  the  enemy. 

■4th.  A copy  of  (he  orders  of  major  general  Jesup, 
on  assigning  to  him  the  same  command;  and  all 
other  orders  and  correspondence  with  gen.  Jesup 
subsequent  thereto,  which  he  maj'cleem  not  inju- 
rious to  the  public  service  to  communicate.] 

Friday,  Oct.  6.  Mr.  Haynes  withdrew  his  pend- 
ing motion  to  reconsider  the  resolution  making  in- 
quiries relating  to  the  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  the  calling  up  of  the  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  as  to 
continuing  in  operation  certain  laws  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  congress.  This  bill  had  been 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas moved  to  discharge  that  committee,  and  to  take 
up  the  bill  in  the  house.  The  motion  prevailed. 
The  bill  being  before  the  house,  Mr.  Briggs  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, with  instructions  to  enumerate  in  the  act  the 
titles  of  the  different  laws  to  wdiich  it  had  allusion. 
Motion  lost.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time  this  day.  At  a sub- 
sequent hour,  this  bill  was  read  a third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Morgan,  of  Virginia,  offered  a petition  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a post  route. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  a memorial  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen of  Halifax  county,  in  the  state  of  Virginia, 
praying  congress  to  furnish  husbands,  at  public  ex- 
pense, to  all  female  petitioners  upon  subjects  rela- 
ting to  slavery,  thereby  giving  a direction  to  their 
minds  calculated  to  make  them  good  matrons,  and 
averting  the  evils  with  which  the  priestcraft  and  ia- 
natieism  of  the  eastern  states  threaten  the  people 
of  the  south, 

This  petition,  following  the  predestined  fate  of 
all  petitions  at  tn.o  oaoemn  ima  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Wise, 
coming  up  now"  again  in  order,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

“Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  extraor- 
dinary delays  and  failures,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
penditures, which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  against  the  Indians  in  Florida:  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  that  it' have  power  to  sit  in  the  recess, 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress.” 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  Glascock  had  offered  an 
amendment,  proposing  that  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  should  be  made  by  the  speaker. 

And  to  this  Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  had  mov- 
ed as  an  amendment  that  the  standing  committee 
on  military  affairs  should  be  substituted  for  the 
proposed  select  committee. 

The  last  motion  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Loomis  of  N.  Y.  continued  his  speech.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  (which  were  not  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  but  against  empowering  the 
committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers),  he  al- 
luded to  an  allegation  made  on  a former  occasion  by 
Mr.  Wise,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Mann’s  (Mr.  L.’s  pre- 
decessor) having  said  that  he  did  not  know  the 
contents  of  the  report  proposed  to  be  made  by  the 
investigatingfeommittee  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  remarked,  that  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode 
Island,  one  of  the  committee,  had  told  him  that  Mr. 
Mann  had  so  said  to  him.  Mr.  Loomis  observed, 
that  after  the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Wise  had 
declared  he  held  Mr.  Pearce,  he  had  hardly  ex- 
pected to  see  that  gentleman  adduced  as  a witness 
by  Mr.  W.  Mr.  Wise  would  confess  that  it  was  a 
witness  he  could  not  rely  on  with  much  confidence. 
But  the  amount  of  his  evidence,  such  as  it  was, 
was  to  disclose  the  falsehoods  of  that  gentleman’s 
(Mr.  Loomis’s)  predecessor.  Mr.  Loom's  resumed. 
He  was  against  giving  a committee  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  unless  a clear  case  of 
necessity  was  made  out.  He  moved  to  strike  out 
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that  part  of  the  resolution  giving  that  power  (o  the 
committee.  The  speaker  said  that  that  was  not 
in  order  now,  as  there  was  already  pending  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment.  Mr.  Glascock 
modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  except  from 
liability  to  summons  as  witnesses  before  the 
proposed  committee  such  persons  as  are  so  en- 
gaged in  the  public  service  as  that  they  can- 
not conveniently  attend.  Mr.  Wise  hoped  that  as 
the  session  was  now  to  close  in  about  eight  days, 
that  gentleman  would  also  consent  to  incorporate 
in  his  amendment  the  power  to  sit  during  the  re- 
cess. Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into  the  expo- 
sure of  the  indisposition  of  the  majority  in  the  house 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  investigation.  He  saw 
very  plainly  that  the  same  state  of  things  existed 
now  as  ever  before.  The  leopard  would  as  soon 
change  his  spots  (said  Mr.  W.)  as  this  house  will 
change  its  determination  to  do  nothing  towards  ex- 
posing the  corruption  of  this  government.  Mr.  W. 
then  read  cert^n  papers  to  prove  that  frauds  and 
corruptions  have  attended  the  Florida  war,  and 
closed  his  remarks  by  urging  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing for  persons  and  papers.  A debate  now  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Howard,  Glascock,  Wise,  Cambrel- 
eng  and  Adams  participated — finally  the  house,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  took  up  the  orders 
of  the  day.  [A  previous  motion  to  that  effect  made 
by  the  same  gentleman  during  the  debate  was  lost.] 
The  debate  will  be  given,  in  connection  with  the 
other  proceedings  on  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution,  here- 
after. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  a resolution  of  inquiry  moved  by  Mr.  Adams. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  treasury  note  bill, 
Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment  still  pending;  Mr. 
Bond,  in  favor  of,  and  Mr.  McKim,  in  opposition  to 
that  amendment,  successively  addressed  the  house, 
at  some  length,  when  Mr.  Cashing  took  the  floor,  in 
opposition  to  the  whole  bill,  and  finished  his  speech 
at  the  hour  agreed  upon  for  a recess.  The  house 
then  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

After  recess,  the  house  met;  but  only  45  members 
being  present,  a call  of  the  house  was  moved;  but, 
after  proceeding  some  time,  was  suspended,  as  usual. 

The  Speaker  laid  pefore  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  reply  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  calling  for  the  last  weekly  state- 
ment of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  showing 
the  amount  at  his  credit  in  the  late  deposite  banks 
by  the  returns  last  received. 

[By  this  report  it  appears  that  by  the  last  re- 
turns, if  what  was  in  the  mint,  and  drafts  thereon, 
^ ccpaidieu,  me  aggregate  amount,  standing  to  trie 
credit  of  the  treasurer  “in  the  late  deposite  banks,” 
ifembracing  those  banks  still  retained  as  deposito- 
ries, and  which  it  is  supposed  were  intended  to  be 
' included,  was  $-9,914,021  37. 

On  this  amount  has  already  been  charged  for 
drafts  upon  deposite  banks  for  debts,  which  drafts 
were  then  unpaid  and  outstanding,  $2,468,716  73. 

And  for  transfer  drafts  for  the  third  instalment  of 
deposites  to  be  made  with  the  states  on  the  1st  of 
July  last,  outstanding  and  unpaid,  $997,838  26. 

These  make  an  aggregate  of  existing  drafts  upon 
the  amount  returned  as  deposited  in  banks,  of 
#3,466,-554  99. 

Deducting  that  from  the  gross  amount  in  banks 
at  the  last  returns,  and  the  balance  which  then  re- 
mained in  them  subject  to  draft,  was  $6,447,466  38. 

In  further  explanation,  it  may  be  proper  to  add 
that,  by  a late  report  of  the  register,  over  $420,000 
of  the  balance  in  deposite  with  the  banks  belonged 
to  special  trusts,  and  was  not  applicable  to  general 
purposes. 

The  whole  amount  ascertained  to  be  actually 
“drawn  from  the  said  bank3,”  or  paid  by  them  on 
drafts  for  debts  or  transfers  to  states,  between  the 
returns  annexed  to  the  report  from  this  department 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
and  the  returns  now  submitted,  has  been  about 
$2,500,000.] 

The  question  being  on  the  following  amendment, 
moved  on  Thursday  by  Mr.  Underwood,  viz. 

That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  authorized 
to  sell  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
the  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the 
president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  the 
(Jnited  States  of  Pennsylvania,  for  and  in  consi- 
deration of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  in 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  apply 
the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer,  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  the  treasury;  Pro- 
vided, however.  That  no  sale  and  trasfer  of  said 
bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a less 
sum  than  the  nominal  amount  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  debt,  exclusive  of  interest. 

1 he  debate  was  continued.  Mr.  Ca m b rcleng  said 
that  the  effect  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  place 


the  government  in  the  absolute  power  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  said 
he  could  not  conceive  how.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said 
that  the  bank,  by  its  agent,  would  bid  in  these 
bonds;  there  would  be  no  other  bidder,  unless  it 
were  some  foreign  capitalist.  Mr.  Hopkins  then 
addressed  the  house  at  length,  and  with  much  ani- 
mation, in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  original  bill  as  going  to  establish  an  ex- 
ecutive currency.  The*  fears  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  were  idle;  as  neither  the  bank  nor  for- 
eign capitalists  could  get  these  bonds  till  we  got  the 
gold  and  silver.  Mr.  Wise  complimented  Mr.  II. 
as  a genuine,  independent  conservative,  and  quoted 
the  recommendation  of  general  Jackson  to  sell  the 
stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Gentle- 
man, however,  were  still  for  holding  on  to  a con- 
nexion with  the  monster.  Mr.  Underwood  spoke 
for  some  time  in  vindication  of  his  own  course,  and 
in  reply  to  some  objections  which  had  been  thrown 
out  against  it.  Mr.  Haynes  replied  to  Mr.  Wise 
that  the  sale  of  the  bank  stock  severed  all  connex- 
ion of  the  government  with  the  bank  as  a partner- 
ship concern;  but  that  was  no  reason  government 
ought  not  still  to  hold  the  bonds  of  that  institution 
taken  in  payment  for  the  stock.  Mr.  Wise  said  that 
these  bonds  were  a mere  liquidation  of  the  account 
of  value  of  the  stock;  and,  while  the  government 
held  them,  the  connexion  still  continued  as  though 
it  held  the  stock.  Mr.  McKay  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  sale  of  these  bonds,  if  it  could  be 
done  fairly,  for  their  full  value;  but  this  would  take 
time,  and  the  treasury  must  have  immediate  relief. 
He  denied  that  the  bill  was  deceptive;  every  man, 
on  reading  it,  must  perceive  it  was  a bill  for  a loan; 
what  else  was  it? 

Mr.  Robertson  addressed  the  house  at  large,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  inveighing  against  the  policy 
of  a government  bank,  and  insisting  that  the  mea- 
sure was  as  unnecessary  as  it  would  be  pernicious 
and  dangerous.  Mr.  Legare,  of  S.  C.,  followed  in 
reply,  denying  that  these  treasury  notes  were  strict- 
ly bills  of  credit,  and  insisting  on  the  right  of  gov- 
ernment to  issue  them  as  evidences  of  debt,  if  for 
bona  fide  federal  purposes,  but  not  otherwise.  He 
was  in  favor  of  making  them  without  interest,  and 
contended  that,  as  a currency,  they  would  be  better 
than  gold  and  silver.  Mr.  Patton  next  took  the 
floor,  in  reply  to  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 
Mr.  Cambreleng  questioning  his  capacity  to  com- 
prehend the  operation  of  the  amendment;  which  he 
retorted  with  some  warmth,  and  then  went  into  an 
argumentative  speech  in  favor  of  the*  amonrlment, 
and  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Cashing,  ot  Mass,  fol- 
lowed, in  reply  to  Mr.  Legare.  He  quoted  judges 
story,  iviarsnall,  and  other  authorities,  to  show  that 
treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit.  Mr.  Foster,  of 
N.  Y.,  replied,  arguing  that  treasury  notes,  to  be- 
come bills  of  credit,  must  be  issued  as  a circulating 
medium.  He  denied  that  a high  or  low  rate  of  in- 
terest altered  the  case.  He  argued  at  length  against 
the  amendment.  Mr.  Menifee,  of  Ky.,  addressed 
the  house  at  large,  in  an  eloquent  and  earnest 
speech,  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.,  terminated  the  discussion 
by  calling  for  the  previous  question. 

The  chair  stated  that  if  it  should  prevail,  the 
main  question  would  be  on  the  house  bill  as  at  first 
reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
[Cutting  off,  of  course  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  amend- 
ment, which  engrafted  the  senate’s  bill  on  the  en- 
acting clause  of  the  house  bill.] 

Offthe  question  of  sustainingthe  cal!  for  the  pre- 
vious question  there  was  a tie,  the  ayes  being  88,  and 
the  noes  88.  The  chair  voting  in  the  negative,  it 
was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  pressed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  gentlemen  of 
the  opposition  that  a vote  should  be  had  this  night. 
Mr.  Wise  replied,  admitting  that  he  had  given  such 
a pledge,  but  for  himself  only.  He  did  not  under- 
take to  command  the  house,  or  speak  for  it  as  at  his 
bidding.  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  obtained  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  house  in  a speech  of  great  anima- 
tion till  late  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Phillips  read  to  the 
house,  from  a document  recently  received,  and  not 
yet  generally  distributed,  in  reply  to  a call  for  the 
correspondence  of  the  treasury  with  various  indi- 
viduals, touching  the  terms  of  their  reception  of 
treasury  notes  for  specie;  and  in  which  many  com- 
mercial capitalists  declined  altogether  having  any 
thing  to  do  with  such  a transaction. 

The  question  was  at  length  obtained  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood,  and  decided 
as  -follow's: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
.1.  W.  Allen,  Ayckrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 


Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland, 
Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McICennan,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rurnsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanley,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 
104. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  ILubley,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphaxad  Loomis,  Lyon,  J. 

M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parment- 
er,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Plu- 
mer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worth- 
ington, Yell — 112. 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood, 
was  negatived.  Mr.  Rhett  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to 
make  the  bills  payable  “upon  presentation,”  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  date,  and  to  divest 
them  of  the  character  of  interest  bearing  notes. 

Mr.  Slone,  a member  elect  from  Tennessee,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Standefer,  deceased,  appeared  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  was  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of 

N.  C.  at  about  ball  past  nine  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Oct.  7.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  rose  and 

asked  Have  to  make  an  explanation;  and,  by  o*ene- 
ral  consent,  was  allowed  to  do  so. 

It  wou'd  be  recollected  (he  said)  that  he  had,  on 
the  preceding  day,  referred  to  the  fate  of  proposi- 
tions made  it  former  sessions,  to  investigate  alleged 
abuses  in  ourtndian  affairs,  jut  of  which  (he  Creek 
and  Seminole  wars  had  grown.  With  respect  to* 
one  of  these  propositions,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  he  hau  stated  that,  after  that  gentleman 
had  moved  to  refeithe  inquiry  to  a select  commit- 
tee, a motion  was  uade  to  refer  it  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  which  motion  prevailed:  and 
he  had  then  inquired  whether  any  report  or  mes- 
sage, in  consequence  <f  that  reference,  had  been 
sent  by  the  president  ol  the  United  States  to  this 
house.  This  question  ( IT r.  A.  said)  lie  had  asked, 
because  he  was  ignorant  whether  such  a report  or 
message  had  been  sent  or  lot.  He  did  noi  assert 
that  such  a report  had  not  Keen  made,  but  he  had 
asked  for  information.  To  tljs  inquiry  he  had  re- 
ceived no  answer;  from  vvhichhe  inferred  that  no 
Communication  had  been  made^o  the  house  by  the 
president  upon  the  subject.  Aterward,  however, 
he  had  been  informed  that  a message  had  been  sent 
to  the  house  on  the  subject  just  bffore  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  congress,  and  hid  been  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printei.  Not  having 
been  printed  before  the  close  of  the  session,  it  had 
not  come  to  his  knowledge.  It  was  printed  after- 
wards, and  constituled  No.  154  of  the  executive 
documents.  Since  the  adjournment  last  evening, 
he  had  seen  it,  and  had  read  as  much  of  it  as  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  read  between  ten  o’clock  last 
night  and  the  meeting  of  the  house  fl.is  morning; 
and,  he  must  say,  that  a more  heart-sicktuing  doc- 
ument he  had  never  read.  It  goes  (saiu  he)  to 
prove  to  demonstration,  if  demonstration  be  requir- 
ed, the  necessity  of  a full  investigation  into  these 
abuses,  by  tbe  order  of  congress'.  There  were  dis- 
closures enough,  even  in  this  document,  to  make 
the  blood  tingle  in  the  veins  of  every  man  who 
read  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  thought  proper  to  make  this 
explanation,  because  he  was  not  willing  (hat  an 
impression  should  go  abroad,  from  his  statement, 
that  the  executive  had  not  done  its  duty  in  re- 
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ference  to  the  vote  of  this  house  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  executive  had  acted  upon  the  subject,  it 
appeared,  promptly;  had  appointed  two  citizens, 
Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Batch,  commissioners  for 
the  purpose,  and  authorized  them  to  make  the  re- 
quired investigations.  These  commissioners,  act- 
ing under  instructions  from  the  executive,  had  col- 
lected a vast  deal  of  information,  contained  in  their 
report,  wihch  was,  however,  only  a report  in  part, 
much  remaining  yet  to  be  disclosed.  As  far  as  he 
could  judge,  the  trust  reposed  by  the  resolution  of 
this  house  had  been  faithfully  performed,  as  well  by 
the  executive  as  by  the  individuals  who  acted  as 
commissioners  by  his  appointment. 

Injustice  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  A.  said  he  made  this  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Harrison-  of  Missouri,  offered  a resolution 
which,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Howard,  he  after- 
wards modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  at  its 
next  session,  so  far  as  in  his  judgment  is  consistent 
with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  foreign  pow- 
er, or  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  power,  have  pos- 
session of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Columbia  river,  or  are  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  same,  and,  if  so,  in  what  way,  by  what 
authority,  and  how  long  such  possession  or  occu- 
pancy has  been  kept  by  such  persons. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  but  not  until  a call 
of  the  house  had  produced  a quorum. 

Mr.  Halstead,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house,  at  its  ne.xt  session,  who  was 
superintendent  of  the  work  for  the  improvement  of 
Little  Egg  Harbor,  and  whether  it  was  executed 
according  to  the  plan  reported  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, as  required  by  the  law  making  the  appropri- 
ation, and,  if  not,  on  what  authority  was  another 
plan  substituted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  fronl 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  obedience  to  a re- 
solution of  the  house  of  the  19th  ult.  calling  fora 
statement  of  the  number  of  bushels  of  corn,  wheat, 
rye,  barley,  oats,  and  other  breadstuff's,  which  have 
been,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  imported  from 
foreign  countries  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
distinguishing  the  several  ports. 

Mr.  Bond  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

Resolved , Thai  ( bo  cooi-otaiy  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  house  whether  he  has  made 
any  contract  or  agreement  with  any  person  to  en- 
grave a plate  on  which  to  print  treasury  notes,  and, 
if  so,  then  to  state  with  whom,  and  when  saw  con- 
tract or  agreement  was  made,  and  whetherUe  same 
has  been  executed  on  the  part  of  the  artist,  and 
whether  any  notes  have  been  printed,  designed  to 
b^issued,  if  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
trrasury  notes  shall  become  a law. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness, which  was  Mr.  Wise’s  motion  for  a com- 
mittee of  inquiry  respecting  the  Tlorida  war;  and 
the  question  being  on  Mr.  Howard’s  amendment  to 
refer  the  inquiry  to  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, 

Mr.  McKay  addressed  the  K>use  for  some  time  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Adams’  remarks  of  yesterday,  arguing 
to  show  that  the  composition  of  the  military  com- 
mittee was  not  different  f'om  that  which  had  pre- 
vailed for  the  last  four  years,  both  when  Mr.  Ste- 
venson and  Mr.  Bell  hrd  occupied  the  speaker’s 
chair.  It  was  of  necessity  that  some  states  must 
be  unrepresented  in  surh  a committee,  as  the  com- 
mittee had  but  nine  members,  while  there  were 
twenty-six  states.  The  gentleman-  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise),  had  male  a call  on  the  war  depart- 
ment last  session  for  the  same  information  which 
was  sought  by  this  committee  of  inquiry,  and  the 
department  had  communicated  what  it  possessed. 

Mr.  Wise  conlradicted  this  statement.  I know 
(said  he)  that  the  report  then  made  to  this  house 
did  not  contain  all  the  information  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  department,  and  Mr.  secretary  Cass 
knows  by  what  authority  I make  this  statement. 
Mr.  W.  subsequently  explained,  by  saying  that  the 
secretary,  on  receiving  his  call  for  information,  had 
sent  him  by  a messenger  a bundle  of  papers  mark- 
ed “confidential,”  with  a request  to  know  whether 
those  were  what  he  wanted?  To  which  he  had  re- 
plied that  he  wanted  all  that  was  in  the  department 
relating  to  the  subjects  in  the  call.  He  had  never 
seen  those  papers  since. 

Mr.  McKay  was  resuming,  when,  the  hour  hav- 
ing expired,  Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day,  and  the  house  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes. 


The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  "by  Mr.  Rhett,  Mr.  Rheit  mo- 
dified his  amendment  so  as  to  declare  that  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  was  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  notes,  on  presentation, ' at  six  months  after 
their  dates,  respectively. 

Mr.  Bell  then  took  the  floor,  and  delivered  an 
able  argumentative  speech  against,  the  general  po- 
licy of  the  bill. 

After  Mr.  Bell  closed,  Mr.  Bronson,  of  New 
York,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  alluded  to  the 
course  that  would  be  pursued  by  the  conservatives, 
as  they  were  called.  They  honestly  differ  on  some 
points,  but  not  on  this,  with  other  members  of  the 
administration  party  in  the  house.  He  styled  the 
opposition  to  this  bill  a factious  opposition,  gotten 
up  suddenly — and  had  been  of  the  opinion,  till 
within  forty-eight  hours,  that  all  the  whigs  were 
going  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  Halstead,  of  New  Jersey,  had  proceeded  but 
a little  time  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bronson,  when  the 
hour  arrived  for  the  recess. 

EVEBIKG  SESSION. 

The  treasury  note  bill  still  before  the  house,  the 
depending  question  being  as  last  stated,  Mr.  Hal- 
stead closed  his  remarks,  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  suggested  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  on  each  amendment  successively,  and 
asked  Mr.  Bell  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  strikeout 
the  enacting  clause  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Bell 
withdrew  his  motion,  for  a time.  Mr.  Rives,  of 
Virginia,  said  he  would  vote  for  the  pending  amend- 
ment, (Mr.  Rhett’s,)  if  that  gentleman  would  so 
modify  it  as  to  make  the  proposed  notes  redeema- 
ble in  twelve  instead  of  six  months.  Mr.  Rhett  so 
modified  his  amendment.  Mr.  Rives  addressed  the 
house  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  amended.  He  would 
vohlfortbe  bill,  he  said,  whether  amended,  how- 
ever, or  not.  Air.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  regretted 
that  he  must  differ  from  his  political  friends,  but 
said  that  he  should  go  for  the  bill,  and  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  with  interest. 

Mr.  Rhett’s  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  the 
following  vote:  Yeas  81,  nays  137. 

Air.  Wise  moved  sundry  amendments  (hereto- 
fore indicated)  to  the  bill,  which  he  explained  and' 
sustained  at  length.  He  proposed  to  strike, cijt ’the 
words  “as  the  secretary  may  deem  expedient,”  and 
to  insert  instead  thereof  the  word3,  Ws’thd  exigen- 
cies of  the  country  may  require’,”  in'Vet'erence  to 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  t’ob’e  isSued.  He  was 
also  opposed  to  the  issuej  of’  the  proposed  notes  £ 
with  interest.  He  was  .of  hpinion  that  there  was  ? 


ssity  to  issue  thermal  all. 

Mr.  Wise’s  first  amendment,  to  strike  out  and  in- 
sert as  above,  was  t». 

That  with  regard  to  the  interest  proposed  was 
rejected,  as  were  two  others  immediately  following. 

Mr.  Wise  then  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

“ Provided. , That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  or  any  disbursing  officer  of 
the  government,  to  pay  out  or  circulate  any  treasu- 
ry note  or  notes,  so  long  as  there  remains  in  the 
hands  of  such  disbursing  officer,  or  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  any  specie  or  other  available 
funds:  And  provided  further,  That  the  whole 

amount,  or  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  dollars 
as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the  treasury  for  contin- 
gencies, shall  be  kept  on  hand  in  treasury  notes, 
until  the  exigencies  of  the  government  shall  render 
their  use  or  circulation  necessary. 

Upon  which  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Mercer  briefly  addressed  the  house,  and  sug- 
gested some  modification  to  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Wise.)  Mr.  Wise  acceded  to  the 
proposal  to  modify  his  amendment,  so  that,  as 
modified,  it  would  make  it  the  duty  of  disbursers  to 
pay  out  specie  first,  and  then  treasury  notes.  Mi. 
Cambreleng  opposed  the  amendment  as  being  alto- 
gether impracticable.  Mr.  Wise  was  willing  to 
modify  the  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  conforma- 
ble with  the  gentleman’s  notions  of  practicability; 
and  he  did  so  alter  his  proposition  as  to  make  it  in- 
cumbent on  the  disbuising  officers  to  pay  specie  or 
other  available  funds,  to  the  amount  called  for,  if 
they  have  it  before  issuing  the  treasury  notes.  Mr. 
Camtrreleng  said  his  objection  was  not  obviated  by 
this  additional  clause.  Mr.  Wise  said  it  probably 
would  not,  alter  it  as  he  might;  and  was  proceeding 
with  his  remarks  when  Mr  .Cambreleng,  sitting  im- 
mediately behind  him,  cried  out  “question!”  Mr. 
Wise.  “Is  the  gentleman  uneasy?  Is  he  suddenly 
sick?”  The  Speaker  interposed,  and  Mr.  Wise  pro- 
ceeded. He  wished  to  be  courteous  to  every  gentle- 
man in  that  house,  and  also  claimed  the  same  consid- 
eration. He  then  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
of  the  pending  amendment,  calling  on  all  those  who 
were  going,  simply  and  singly,  to  supply  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  government,  to  sustain  it.  Mr.  McKay 


said  a few  words  in  opposition  to  the  amendment, 
on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  impracticability.  Mr. 
Wise,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  so  modi- 
fied his  proposition,  still  further,  as  to  except  such 
sums  from  liability  to  being  paid  out  by  the  dis- 
bursing officers,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  mint.  Mr.  Rhett  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  day  before  whereby  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Underwood,  proposing  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  the  bonds  due  to  the  government  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  supply  of  the  deficiency 
in  the  treasury,  as  a substitute  lor  the  issue  of  trea- 
sury notes,  had  been  rejected;  the  mover  at  the 
same  time  giving  notice  that,  if  that  motion  pre- 
vailed, he  should  move  for  the  issue  of  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  treasury  notes,  in  addition,  to  make 
up  the  amount  required  for  the  wants  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

8ome  conversation  ensuing  here  as  to  the  strict 
order  of  such  a motion,  pending  another,  Mr.  Wise 
withdrew  his  proposition  for  a time.  An  unsuccess- 
ful motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn. 

Air.  Cambreleng  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  of  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Underwood’s  motion  to  amend,  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, J.  W.  Allen,  Ayckrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Graves  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hal- 
stead, Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  William  C.  Johnson,  Le- 
gare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menifee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saw- 
yer., .Seigeant,  A-  H-  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate, ^'Stanley,  Stone,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,' Underwood,  Webster,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  ‘E»  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  J,  L.  Williams,  Christo- 
pbevjj.  Williams,,  Wise,  Yorkq> — ill). 

’NvAYS— Messrs,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 


• Beatty, JBeitpO,  .Bicknell,  Birdsall;  Boon,  Borden, 
Brodhead,  Bro.uson,  Bruvn,  Buchanan,  Bvnum, 

^ I..  v_  xcllg,  1 1 111  Entry  o.  \_/cu  iti,  vve&sc  y,  \ 

Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farring- 
ton, Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glas- 
cock, Grantland,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harri- 
son, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathan- 
iel Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Kling- 
ensmith,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Arphaxad  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, Abraham  McClellan,  McCiure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris, Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parker,  Parme.nter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petriken,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reilly,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yell— 113. 

So  the  house  refused  by  a majority  of  three  votes, 
to  reconsider  its  decision. 

Mr.  Wise  renewed  his  amendment,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Wise, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  further  modified 
his  proposition  so  as  to  insert  the  words  “at  the 
place  of  demand,”  after  the  provision  in  regard  to 
the  prior  issue  of  specie  or  other  available  funds  by 
disbursing  officers. 

The  amendment  proposed  was  lost.  Yeas  96, 
nays  118. 

Mr.  Bronson  offered  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  term  of  the  proposed  notes  end  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1839. 

Mr.  Dunn , of  Indiana,  suggested  to  the  mover  to 
modify  that  amendment  so  as  to  read  May,  1838. 

Mr.  Pope  made  a similar  suggestion. 

Mr.  Bronson  accepted  the  suggestions  so  far  as 
to  fix  the  term  at  December,  1838;  and  in  this  form 
the  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Underwood  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  defer  the  issue  of  the  treasury  notes,  except  for 
the  amount  of  $3,500,000,  until  after  the  govern- 
ment bonds,  held  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
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shall  have  been  sold:  provided  that,  if  those  bonds 
are  not  sold  at  the  expiration  of  three  months,  then 
the  treasury  notes,  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions, 
are  to  be  issued,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bynum  suggested  that  this  proposition  was 
out  of  order,  under  the  rules,  being  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  one  already  rejected.  Mr.  Underwood 
showed  that  the  present  proposition  differed  from 
the  other,  inasmuch  as  it  stands,  now,  by  itself, 
while  before  it  was  blended  with  another,  which 
might  have  aS'ected  the  action  of  the  house  materi- 
ally upon  it.  The  Speaker  decided  that  that  was 
the  proper  view  of  the  question,  and  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Underwood  was  in  order.  Mr.  Lewis, 
of  Alabama,  would  inquire  if  Mr.  Underwood’s 
proposition  included  the  requirement  of  interest  on 
the  notes?  Mr.  Underwood  did  not  mean  to  inter- 
fere at  all  with  that  question,  in  his  amendment; 
seeing  the  sense  of  the  house  to  have  been  very 
clearly  expressed  on  that  point  already. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  opposed  to  the  proposition.  He 
wanted  the  notes  issued  to  be  notes  for  circulation, 
without  interest.  This  was  the  only  way  to  make 
them  instrumental  in  the  relief  the  country  so  much 
demanded. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment. 

At  this  point  of  the  debate,  a successful  motion 
was  made  (10  o’clock  P.  M.)  to  adjourn.  \Ayes 
117,  noes  80. 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Oct.  9.  After  the  expiration  of  the 
nour  allotted  to  money  business  [during  the  hour 
some  interesting  matters  were  brought  before  the 
house,  which  will  be  noticed  at  length  when  we 
can  find  room,]  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day,  and  the  house  took  up  the  treasury 
note  bill,  which  occupied  its  attention  until  4 
o’clock,  the  hour  for  the  usual  recess. 

In  the  evening  session  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  resumed,  and  after  having  received  several 
amendments,  one  of  which,  offered  by  Mr.  South- 
gate, brings  down  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes 
to  fifty  dollars,  it  w7as,  by  a vote  of  127  to  98, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  Yeas  and  nays  arid  par- 
ticulars in  our  next.  - • * 

Tuesday,  October  Iff.  ’ After  the  presentation  of 
sundry  petitions  (IrnGfuding several  from  Alabama) 
for  the  establishment: ‘of  a national  bank, 

The  house 'proceilded  to  tlje  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  rnorfiing,  which'was'th'e  c'bhsidefafioh 
of  the  resol  uticn  of  Mr.  Elmore,  of  South  Carolina, 

president  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  negotia- 
tions with  Mexico  concerning  a cession  of  territory, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  to  strike  out 
the  particularization,  and  leave  the  order  general,  so 
as  to  include  the  whole  series  o 1 papers  concerning 
our  relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  divide  the  question,  so  as  to  exclude  the 
reprinting  of  what  had  been  before  printed? 

After  explanations  by  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  El- 
more, Mr.  W.  perceiving  that  he  had  misappre- 
hended the  effect  of  the  proposition,  withdrew  his 
proposition  for  a division. 

Mr.  Elmore  said,  that  from  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Whittlesey),  as  w'ell  as 
those  made  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  perceived  that  an  impression  had 
been  made  that  the  portion  of  the  correspondence  of 
which  he  desired  an  extra  nnmberto  be  printed  had 
been  selected  by  himself.  Such  was  not  the  fact. 
The  selections  were  made  in  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  all  he  asked  was,  that  they  should 
be  printed  precisely  as  they  had  been  sent  to  the  house. 
The  house  had  received,  and  had  ordered  to  be 
printed,  two  distinct  sets  of  documents — one  con- 
tained the  correspondence  of  this  government  with 
the  minister  of  Texas,  touching  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  this  union:  10,000  copies  of  this  are  order- 
ed to  be  printed.  The  other  was  the  correspon- 
dence of  this  government  with  that  of  Mexico,  touch- 
ing the  boundary  line  between  Me'xico  and  the  U. 
States;  and  also  touching  the  purchase  of  Texas, 
then  a part  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Now  Mr.  E. 
did  not  desire  the  printing  of  an  additional  number 
of  that  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  related 
to  the  true  boundary  line,  fixed  by  treaty  with 
Spain  in  1819,  and  the  treaties  both  'in  relation  to 
running  that  line,  and  also  respecting  commerce 
between  the  two  countries;  which  subjects  were 
kept  entirely  distinct,  both  parties  agreeing  to  con- 
sider them  separately,  and  make  them  the  subject 
of  distinct  negotiations.  These  constituted  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole  mass  of  documents,  and  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  union.  He  had  wished  to  exclude 
this  portion  of  the  correspondence  from  his  motion, 


from  no  motive  connected  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  but  because  its  reprint  would  be  a 
useless  expense,  would  make  the  document  mas- 
sive and  less  fit  for  circulation,  and  would  occasion 
delay  in  the  printing.  If  it  was  true  that  the  south, 
the  north,  and  the  west  were  to  look  upon  the 
Texian  question  as  one  which,  in  fact,  and  as  de- 
clared by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in- 
volved the  continuance  of  this  union,  he  was  de- 
sirous that  they  should  be  furnished  with  all  the  ne- 
cessary information  in  relation  to  the  subject  contained 
in  the  papers  he  had  indicated  in  his  motion,  and 
that  as  speedily  as  practicable.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  however,  thought  the  printing 
of  the  whole  important,  Mr.  E.  had  no  earthly  ob- 
jections to  it,  except  those  he  had  expressed  from 
the  first;  but  he  would  readily  yield  even  those  objec- 
tions to  the  desire  expressed  by  gentlemen  to  print 
the  whole.  He  wrould  only  repeat,  that  all  which 
bore  on  the  question  of  annexation  was  contained 
in  papers  named  in  the  ronolution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said 
something  of  a part  of  the  correspondence  being 
suppressed.  He  (Mr.  E.)  can  only  say  that  the 
suppression  has  been  made  elsewhere',  if  the  gentle- 
man is  right.  And  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts degires  or  expects  to  have  the  suppressed 
portions  spread  before  the  public,  he  must  get  them 
into  the  possession  of  the  house  by  another  call, 
before  this  house  can  have  them  printed.  An  or- 
der to  print  what  we  have  not  is  a nullity. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  observations'of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  not  removed  his 
objections  to  the  printing  of  garbled  extracts  from 
the  documents  referred  to.  The  gentleman  said  he 
had  not  himself  made  the  selections;  but  as  Mr.  A. 
understood  the  matter,  the  gentleman,  in  his  mo- 
tion to  print,  excluded  just  so  much  of  the  entire 
correspondence  as  suited  his  own  purpose.  Of 
these  extracts  he  desired  to  send  out  to  the  country 
ten  thousand  extra  copies,  and  to  exclude  the  resi- 
due. The  gentleman  would  have  nothing  published 
which  related  to  the  question  of  boundary,  because 
this  had  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  question  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas.  But  it  had  to  do  with  it — much 
do-db  with  it;  so  much,  that  the  proposition  for  the 
purchase  never  could  have  been  properly  made  to 
the  government  of  Mexico,  had  there  been  no  open 
question  of  boundary  between  the  two  governments. 
It  was  that  very  Question  which  gave  rise  to  the 
question  of  annexation,'  and  which  alone  could  au- 
thorize it.  The  question' of  boundary  nn  throu°-h 
all  our  intercourse  with  the  government  of  Mexico, 
rnnmpnt  in  which  if-  wac  first  agitated  Until 
this  day.  It  entered  into  onr  treaties  with  that 
government.  We  were  bound  by  treaty  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  run  the  line,  (said  Mr.  A.)  but 
we  have  not  done  it.  Bills,  indeed,  had  been  in- 
troduced into  congress  for  that  purpose,  and  had 
gone  to  their  second  reading,  but  there  had  arisen 
this  agitation  about  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and 
the_  boundary  after  that  could  never  be  settled. 
This  fact  showed  the  close  connexion  between  the 
correspondence  touching  our  treaties  about  boun- 
dary, and  that  of  the  question  of  annexation. 

One  of  the  matters  of  reproach  against,  us  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  government,  was  onr  violation 
of  faith  in  regard  to  the  boundary  question.  And 
why  had  we  not  complied  with  our  solemn  engage- 
ment to  appoint  commissioners  torun  the  boundary 
line?  What  prevented?  Nothing  but  that  spirit 
which  had  taken  possession  of  a certain  portion  of 
our  population,  that  sudden  and  violent  impulse, 
which  drove  them  on  to  get  possession  of  the  whole 
territory,  at  any  expense,  per  fas  aut  nc fas,  by 
treaty,  by  invasion,  by  any  thing  that  would  effect 
the  purpose.  [The  Speaker  here  interposed,  and 
reminded  Mr.  A.  that  his  remarks  were  taking  too 
wide  a range.  The  question  was  simply  on  the  print- 
ting.]  Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Elmore)  had  taken  a similar 
range  in  his  remarks.  [The  Speaker  said  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
had  reference  to  the  printing.  There  would  be  no 
end  to  the  debate,  if  it  were  once  suffered  to  extend 
to  the  merits  of  the  Texian  question  and  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico.]  What,  (said  Mr.  Adams),  am 
I not,  then,  to  be  permitted  to  show  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  totally 
fails  him?  [1  he  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(said  the  Speaker)  cannot  now  discuss  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  fixing  the  boundary  between  Mex- 
ico and  the  United  States,  or  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas.]  Well,  (continued  Mr.  Adams),  I say, 
then,  that  the  gentleman  is  totally  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  correspondence  touching  (he  boun- 
dary has  nothing  to  do  with  that  of  annexation.  It 
has  just  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  the  other  portion 
of  the  correspondence.  I hope,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
extra  printing  in  the  case  at  all,  we  shall  print  the 
whole.  I care  not  how  many  copies  you  order.  I 


am  willing  that  a hundred  thousand  should  be 
printed,  or  as  many  more  as  the  gentleman  desires; 
but  let  justice  be  done  to  all  sides,  by  printing  tbe 
whole. 

The  gentleman  suggests  a further  call.  I pro- 
pose, sir,  to  make  a further  call.  The  call,  thus  far, 
has  been  imperfectly  answered.  I do  propose  a 
further  call;  for,  as  far  as  I know,  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  correspondence  may  have  been 
withheld — suppressed.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  the  advantage  of  me;  I have  not  seen 
these  returns.  The  moment  they  came  into  the 
house  they  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  immediately 
hurried  off  to  the  printers.  1 have  not  been  to  the 
printer’s  office  to  ransack  them,  and  to  see  what 
portion  will  suit  me.  He  states  the  contents  of 
these  documents.  1 certainly  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  any  statement  that  gentleman  may  make; 
but  still  I had  rather  have  the  advantage  of  looking 
at  the  papers  for  myself,  and  forming  my  own  judg- 
ment, especially  when  he  has  an  interested  object 
in  making  his  statement.  I trust  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  we  shall  get  the  whole 
correspondence,  and  not  partial  extracts. 

Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  very  evident 
that  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na was  not  to  garble  the  correspondence,  or  to  sup- 
press any  thing  which  had  relation  to  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  union.  All  he  wished  was  to 
separate  this  from  the  voluminous  matter  in  which 
it  lay.  To  obviate  all  objections,  he  would  propose 
to  the  gentleman  to  modify  his  call  by  adding  words 
to  this  effect:  “Together  with  any  other  matter  re- 
lating to  the  annexation  of  Texas  which  may  be 
embraced  in  this  correspondence.” 

Mr.  Elmore  accepted  this  addition  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Md.,  (chairman  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,)  said  that  he  should  not  have 
partaken  in  this  debate,  but  with  a view  to  the  cor- 
rection of  an  error,  no  doubt  unintentional,  on  the 
part  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams,)  as  every  thing  which  fell  from  that  gentle- 
man, on  the  subject  especially  of  foreign  affairs, 
was  of  consequence.  Mr.  H.  begged  that  gentle- 
man to  reflect,  and  see  whether  he  had  not  forgotten 
a provision  of  law7,  when  he  asserted  that  no  steps 
had  been  taken  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards running  the  Mexican  boundary  line.  [Mr. 
Adams  disclaimed  having  said  that  no  steps  had 
been^taken.]  Mr.  H.  said  he  only  desired  to  state 
that  commissioners  bad  been  appointed  according 
to  treaty,  and  that,  if  tffe  line  liact  not  been  run,  the 
fault  lay  with  Mexico,  and  not  with  this  govern- 
ment. As  to  tile  printing,  he  was  a good  deal  at  a 
loss-,  for  he  had  not  read  the  documents,  and  did 
not  ti^refore  know  whether  they  embraced  all  that 
was  desirable  or  not;  or- what  it  was  that  the  gen- 
tleman Vom  South  Carolina  desired  to  exclude.  He 
was  completely  in  the  dark  on  that  matter;  but, 
being  compelled  to  vote,  lie  should,  on  the  w^ale, 
rather  vote  to  print  tbe  w'hole  correspondence,  as 
requested  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

He  would,  lowever,  observe  that  this  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  calculated  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
cause  to  which  tint  gentleman  was  attached.  The 
object  was  stated  t»  be  to  spread  useful  information 
before  the  people  ofthe  United  States,  in  order  that 
they  might  form  then  opinion  on  the  Texian  ques- 
tion, more  especially  vit h in  the  next  two  months, 
previous  to  coming  up  at  the  regular  session  of 
congress.  The  proposed  publication  was,  in.  fact, 
intended  as  a virtual  appeal  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  from  the  iecision  of  the  president. 
In  that  view  he.was  not  disoosed  to  oppose  it,  though 
he  thought  the  question  was  to  be  pressed  prema- 
turely—for  he  was  satisfied  there  could  be  but  one 
result  from  such  an  appeal,  and  that  result  would 
be  of  a character  inauspicious  to  the  gentleman’s 
wishes.  This  bouse,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  divided  into 
three  parts  upon  tbe  Texian  question.  [Here  the 
chair  again  interposed,  the  debate  transcending  the 
limit  of  the  mere  question  of  printing.]  Mr.  II. 
said  that  all  those  who  were  friends  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  should  consider  well  before  they  car- 
ried the  appeal  now  contemplated  to  the  people. 
They  should  consider  whether  they  would  not,  as 
he  believed  they  would,  thereby  place  the  adminis- 
tration on  impregnable  ground.  So  viewing  tbe 
matter  himself,  he  thought  this  appeal  to  the  people 
injudicious  on  the  part  of  the  mover,  nor  would  it 
result  in  the  way  gentlemen  hoped  and  expected. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  bad  made  up  as  yet  no  definite 
opinion  on  the  Texian  questioif.  Neither,  he  be- 
lieved, had  this  house  or  the  nation;  and  he  should 
be  sorry  the  question  should  be  presented  prema- 
turely to  the  people.  As  to  the  printing,  however, 
he  should  not  oppose  it:  he  would  vote  for  the 
printing  of  a hundred  thousand  copies  if  gentlemen 
desired  it.  * 
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Mr.  Biddle  said  he  had  heard  nothing  to  warrant 
a departure  in  th?s  case  from  the  obvious  rules  of 
justice  and  good  faith.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  ob- 
ject were  to  enable  gentlemen  to  print  and  circulate, 
at  the  public  expense,  certain  extracts  from  public 
documents  to  form  an  argumentum  ad  hominem 
against  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  at  least 
with  a view  to  shaiee  his  influence  with  the  country 
on  this  question,  by  alleging  that,  on  some  former 
occasion,  he  may  have  adverted  to  the  possibility  of 
annexing  Texas  to  this  country. 

Mr.  13.  was  far  from  believing  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  in  view  to  mis- 
represent or  to  create  a false  impression.  But  he 
would  not  trust  the  opinion  of  any  one  whose  feel- 
ings were  plainly  enlisted,  to  say,  in  presenting 
what  favored  his  own  views,  that  there  remained 
nothing  behind  to  explain  or  to  qualify.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  safely  to  make  such  a gene- 
ral averment.  You  must  see  the  whole  letter — its 
full  scope  and  drift  in  order  to  ascertain  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  written,  and  the  pur- 
pose it  had  in  view,  perhaps  to  operate  on  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  a foreign  power.  A very  striking  il- 
lustration of  the  facility  with  which  a passage  thus 
introduced  for  a special  purpose  maybe  taken  from 
the  context,  and  convey  an  impression  the  reverse 
of  what  was  intended,  may  be  found  in  the  letter 
just  laid  on  our  tables  from  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Texian 
minister,  to  Mr.  Forsyth.  I allude  to  the  passage 
in  which  he  hints  broadly  at  the  sympathy  with 
which  the  “crowned  heads”  of  England  and  France 
regarded  the  Texian  revolution. 

[The  speaker  here  interposed  to  say  it  was  out 
of  order,  at  this  time,  to  discuss  the_merits  of  the 
question.  Mr.  B.  said  ho  had  no  such  purpose. 
His  object  was  merely  to  illustrate,  by  reference  to 
a particular  case,  how  easy  it  was,  by  taking  up  a 
particular  passage,  and  viewing  it  apart  from  the 
context,  to  reverse  the  real  purpose  of  the  writer. 
The  speaker  persisted  in  file  call  to  order.] 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  matter  was  of  no  great 
moment,  as  it  only  enforced  what  must  be  admitted 
to  be  true.  Every  one  brought  from  the  courts  an 
invincible  repugnance  to  this  taking  up  of  detached 
passages,  and  it  equally  violated  the  popular  sense 
of  justice. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  remarked  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  felt  aggrieved,  he  might 
hereafter  move  to  print  the  entire  documents.  In 
other  words,  the  accused  was  to  be  subjected  to  the 
very  inconvenience  from  which  the  accuser  sought 
to  escape.  What  is  the  avowed  object  of  circula- 
ting these  papers  in  the  proposed  form?  That  they 
may  be  portable  and  pass  rapidly  over  the  country. 
They  may  be  made  the  subjects  of  pungent  news- 
paper paragraphs,  and  of  placards  which  he  who 
runs  may  read.  And  the  accused  is  to  come  halt- 
ing behind  with  a book  to  ask  a patient  hearing 
from  those  whose  minds  are  preoccupied,  and  who 
have  no  relish  for  tedious  explanations.  It  might 
as  well  be  said  there  was  no  harm  in  casting  poison 
into  a spring  by  the  wayside,  because  there  are  tests 
in  the  chemists  shops  by  which  its  presence  may 
be  detected.  There  were  so  many  modes  in  which 
partial,  one-sided  views  of  a subject  could  be  circu- 
lated, that  he  was  anxious,  in  the  deliberate  action 
of  the  house,  to  see  even  the  forms  of  justice  held 
in  reverence. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  could  not  refuse  his  admi- 
ration to  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  had  just  taken 
his  seat  (Mr.  Biddle,)  for  his  distinguished  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams.)  We  were  told 
from  high  authority  that  “Charity  covereth  a mul- 
titude of  sins” — but  if  the  gentleman  relied  on  this 
to  cover  all  the  inconsistencies,  real  or  supposed,  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts*** 
(Here  the  speaker  interposed.)  Mr.  Pickens  then 
said,  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  had  not  made 
these  “extracts;”  he  had  taken  them  in  the  shape 
in  which  they  came  to  the  house  from  the  state  de- 
partment. He  had  made  no  interpolations  or  cur- 
tailments: all  he  wanted  was  that  the  information 
sought  should  go  extensively  into  the  possession  of 
the  American  public.  He  had  accepted  the  modi- 
fication proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Owens,)  and  thus  met  any  reasonable  objec- 
tion, which  could  be  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  If  there  was  any  one  question  in 
regard  to  which  the  public  wpre  deeply  interested, 
it  was  this.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  out  of  place.  His  colleague  had 
no  mean,  narrow,  miserable  design  of  making  an 
issue  ad  hominem . before  the  public.  No:  he  had 
higher,  nobler  objects  in  view.  Ilis  call  looked  to 
those  great  and  weighty  questions  which  were  agi- 
tating the  whole  country,  and  which  must  ultimate- 
ly come  before  the  house  for  decision.  Was  it 
wrong  to  desire  that  the  people  should  be  fully  in- 
formed in  regard  to  them?  and  that  the  deep  senti- 


ment entertained  by  freemen  on  such  a subject 
should  come  back  in  all  its  power,  and  act  on  their 
representatives  on  that  floor?  These  were  the  ob- 
jects of  his  colleague;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
in  its  amended  form,  there  ought  not  to  be  the 
slightest  objection  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Mams  said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina thinks  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Owens)  is  identical  with 
mine,  and  proposes  to  me  to  accept  it.  This  cir- 
cumstance furnishes  such  an  example  of  the  dis- 
criminative powers  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  it  is  an  additional  warning  to  me  to 
adhere  to  my  own  amendment.  He  imputes  to  me 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  I 
must  disclaim  it. 

Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  said  he  was  unable  to 
discover  any  adequate,  or  at  least  any  justifiable 
motive  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  in  desiring  to  discriminate  in  this  motion 
to  print  a particular  part  of  this  correspondence 
from  the  residue.  The  answer  of  the  president 
corresponded  to  the  call  of  the  house.  The  house 
had  already  ordered  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of 
the  communication.  What  good  motive  could 
there  now  be  in  reprinting  only  a part  of  it?  Why 
did  gentlemen,  after  calling  on  the  executive  for 
certain  information,  desire  to  withhold  a part  of  it 
from  the  people?  If  there  was  a good  reason  for 
the  call,  why  was  not  the  whole  answer  to  be  pub- 
lished? Mr.  S.  was  compelled  to  conclude  that 
there  must  be  some  special  reason  for  so  extraordi- 
nary a course.  It  was  said  that  the  modification 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  mover,  included  all  that  related  to 
the  Texian  question,  and  what  more  did  gentlemen 
want?  True;  but  who  was  to  determine  what  por- 
tions of  this  correspondence  did  relate  to  the  ques- 
tion? the  clerk  of  the  house?  Mr.  S.  would  not 
trust  that  selection  with  him.  Was  a committee  to 
be  appointed  to  do  it?  That  course  would  be  very 
unusual.  There  must  be  some  motive  for  the  per- 
tinacity manifested  in  this  matter  which  did  not 
meet  the  eye.  It  might  be  personal  towards  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams);  if 
so,  Mr.  S.  would  stand  by  him  and  fight  for  him  to 
the  last.  The  whole  correspondence,  for  what  he 
could  tell,  might  relate  to  the  annexation  question. 
He  knew  nothing  about  it.  This  he  knew:  the 
whole  correspondence  embracing  the  questions  of 
boundary,  of  treaty,  and  of  annexation,  were  all 
contemporaneous,  and  he  could  not  tell  how  they 
might  be  interlocked  together.  He  asked  gentle- 
man to  consider  how  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  stood  in  relation  to  this  matter;  and 
to  gratify  his  wishes  by  giving  a view  of  the  whole 
case.  Were  gentlemen  desirous  of  sending  to  the 
people  two  distinct  versions  of  the  subject?  Was 
this  to  be  done  for  the  pitiful  saving  of  the  money 
it  would  cost  to  print  a few  moro  poe;co?  Wao.  ono 
of  Mr.  S.’s  neighbors  to  get  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, and  another  to  get  only  a part?  If  there 
was  a good  reason  for  printing  the  first  10,000  co- 
pies, there  was  equal  reason  for  printing  the  se- 
cond. 

Mr.  Briggs  reminded  the  house  that.the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Elmore)  had  said  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Adams’ 
amendment;  and  if  so,  why  all  this  waste  of  discus- 
sion? He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  accept  it  as 
a modification. 

Mr.  Elmore  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  had  risen  to  ask  his  col- 
legue  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  print  all  the  papers.  He 
had  not  read  them  himself.  There  was  no  man  in 
whose  judgment  or  fairness  he  would  more  confide 
to  make  the  selection,  than  his  friend  and  col- 
league. But  it  was  enough  for  him  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whose  consistency 
and  feelings  were  involved,  desired  the  whole  to  be 
published.  He  would  not,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, refuse  to  print  any  thing  which  he  (Mr. 
Adams)  thought  necessary  to  his  defence,  however 
voluminous  the  volume  might  be.  Nay,  more,  he 
would  not  that  the  slightest  suspicion  of  trick 
should  attach  to  his  colleague,  nor  any  other  friend 
of  Texas.  No,  he  would  have  more  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  any  one  member  of  congress,  even  al- 
though that  one  member  should  be  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  (Mr.  Slade),  and  that  is  surely  stat- 
ing a strong  case. 

Mr.  T.  was  not  a little  surprised  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  object  that  it  was  appealing 
from  the  president  to  the  people.  Mr.  T.  had  seen 
so  many  strange  things  of  late,  as  almost  to  have 
attained  the  nil  admirari,  in  politics  at  least.  But 
it  did  sound  strangely  in  his  ear  lo  hear  a leader  of 
the  great  democratic  republican  party  object  to  an 
appeal  from  the  executive  upon  a great  question  to 
the  democracy  itself.  It  was  still  more  strange, 


coming  from  a friend  of  “the  illustrious  chief,’ 
who  daily  made  such  appeals  from  congress  to  the 
people:  one  good  turn  deserves  another.  It  was 
now  our  turn  to  appeal  from  the  president  to  the 
people. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a division. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  ihe  treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of 
O.  H.  Dibble;  which  was  laid  on  Ihe  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  requiring 
postages  to  he  paid  in  advance  on  all  letters  sent  by 
the  express  mail,  was  read  a first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  form  in  which  the 
measure  came  to  the  house,  contending  that  it  ought, 
regularly,  to  be  the  subject  of  a bill,  and  not  of  a 
joint  resolution.  It  was  a matter  of  legislation,  and 
laws  were  to  be  enacted  in  the  form  of  bills,  and  not 
of  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  Biddle  said  he  would  like  to  hear  a satisfac- 
tory reason  for  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolution. 
There  had  been  no  report  on  Ihe  subject  from  the 
postmaster  general,  who,  on  the  contrary,  had  ex- 
pressly stated,  in  his  report  to  congress,  that  there 
was  no  need  of  any  legislation  in  his  department. 
There  would  be  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  in 
carrying  the  resolution  into  effect;  and  it  would  be 
attended  with  very  vexatious  results.  It  would  not 
be  instantly  known  to  be  the  law,  and  meantime 
great  embarrassments  would  arise.  And  it  would 
familiarize  the  post  officers  with  the  detention  of 
letters  and  prying  into  them,  in  order  to  ascertain 
from  whom  they  came.  Unless  there  were  good 
and  satisfactory  reasons  given  for  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  he  really  hoped  it  would  [not  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Briggs  answered  some  of  these  objections. 
The  letters,  if  dropped  in  not  paid  and  marked  ex- 
press mail,  would,  of  course,  he  forwarded  by  the 
common  mail.  There  could  be  no  such  detention 
as  had  been  alluded  to.  The  resolution,  if  adopted, 
would  save  a great  many  dollars  in  the  payment  of 
letter  postage  by  persons  not  at  all  interested  in 
what  they  pay  for.  Members  of  congress,  particu- 
larly, suffered  by  the  present  state  of  things.  Not 
many  days  ago  a senator  had  told  him  that  his  daily 
postage  by  express  mail  was  often  larger  in  amount 
than  his  per  diem  pay. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Corolina,  moved  to  refer 
the  joint  resolution  to  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads. 

The  speaker  remarked  that,  by  a rule  of  the  house, 
all  action  by  any  other  committees  than  those  of  the 
judiciary,  the  ways  and  means,  and  elections,  had 
been  suspended  for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Connor  alluded  to  some  of  the  troubles  at 
present  experienced  by  the  mistake  of  people  as 
to  the  extension  of  the  franking  privilege  to  let- 
tors  by  exprooo  rrx.vii.  n, c . He  thought  the  revenue 
arising  to  the  department  would  be  benefited,  rather 
than  impaired,  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Phillips  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  acted 
upon  without  due  investigation.  The  adoption  of 
the  resolution  would  produce  great  embarrassment 
in  the  business  arrangement  of  mercantile  men,  as 
to  the  opening  of  postage  accounts  in  certain  cases. 
If  there  was  any  necessity  for  acting  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  session,  he  thought  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  even  if  the  rule  alluded  to  should  be  sus- 
pended, to  permit  such  a reference.  If  not,  Mr.  P. 
was  in  favor  of  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  "North  Carolina,  modified  his 
motion  so  as  to  propose  a reference  of  the  bill  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Cushing  alluded  to  yet  another  practical  dif- 
ficulty in  the  proposed  scheme.  It  happened  fre- 
quently that  the  express  mail  started  at  unseasona- 
ble hours,  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  pay  the 
postage  of  letters,  for  the  want  of  clerks’  attendance 
at  such  hours.  The  object  of  the  express  mail  was 
expedition,  and  this  object  would  be  defeated  by  the 
resolution;  and  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  ex- 
press mail  would  be  materially  diminished. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  opposed  to  the  reference  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole.  If  referred  at  all,  he 
hoped  the  rule  would  be  suspended,  and  the  refer- 
ence be  made  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads. 

Mr.  Williams’  motion  to  commit  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Grennell  said  the  house  was  legislating  with- 
out that  sort  of  information  on  the  subject  which 
should  be  the  basis  of  all  legislation.  No  petition 
had  come  up  from  the  people  on  the  subject,  nor 
any  communication  from  the  public  officers.  The 
house  was  legislating  for  itself;  the  principal  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  resolution  under  debate  being 
the  imposition  of  triple  postage  on  letters  received 
occasionally  by  members  of  congress.  The  express 
mail  had  not  been  long  enough  established  to  have 


104 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  14,  1837— CONGRESS. 


fair  play;  and  be  fully  understood.  It  had  better  be 
tested  yet  further. 

Mr.  G.  objected  to  the  arguments  in  support  of 
the  resolution.  He  thought  the  troubles  that  would 
arise  from  its  adoption  were  more  than  enough  to 
counterbalance  those  springing  from  the  present 
state  of  things.  There  was  no  proper  information 
on  the  subject,  and  legislation  was  not  called  for  in 
relation  to  it.  Mr.  G.  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  there  was  not  now  time 
to  go  off  upon  another  subject  than  those  -pertaining 
to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country.  He  there- 
fore demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  a vote  of  88  ft)  53, 
and  the  main  question  [on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading]  was  carried  without  a division;  and 
the  joint  resolution  being  then  read  a third  time, 
was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  senate. 

[This  resolution  now  wants  only  the  signature  of 
the  president  to  become  a law.] 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
The  senate’s  sub-treasury  bill; 

And  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  in 
the  chair.) 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  take  up,  first,  the  senate 
bill,  for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories,  in 
certain  cases,  on  public  officers. 

Mr.  Legare  strongly  objected  to  taking  up  this  bill 
in  preference  to  other  bills  on  the  table,  as  being 
likely  to  obstruct  and  impede  the  transaction  of' 
business  which  it  was  necessary  for  the  house  at 
once  to  act  upon. 

The  house  divided  upon  Mr.  Pickens’s  motion, 
which  was  carried,  100  votes  to  80. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  rose  and  addressed  the  commit- 
tee at  length  in  support  of  the  bill.  [His  speech 
will  be  hereafter  published  at  length.  The  follow- 
ing synopsis,  by  the  reporter,  meanwhile,  will  serve 
to  give  a general  idea  of  the  grounds  which  he  oc- 
cupied.] 

Synopsis  of  Mr.  Pickens’s  speech. 

Laboring  as  he  did  under  Extreme  indisposition, 
Mr.  Pickens  said  he  should  not  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  so  great  an  extent  as  he  had 
purposed  doing;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  say 
something  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Much  had  been  said  in  relation  to  the  present 
distress  of  the  country.  For  that  distress  he  felt 
deeply,  and,  he  trusted,  as  an  American  ought  to 
feel.  But  he  deprecated  looking  to  congress,  in 
every  such  exigency,  for  relief,  as  men  look  to  the 
heavens  for  water  to  revive  their  drooping  crops. 
It  produced,  if  it  did  not  indicate,  a growing  servile 
dependence  on  the  government,  unworthy  of  free- 
men. 

He  alluded  to  tne  causes  ot  the  distress,  and  at- 
tributed it  to  the  extended  credit  system,  adopted  as 
well  in  England  as  in  this  country;  to  the  establish- 
ment of  joint  stock  banks,  and  other  monied  corpora- 
tions. He  alluded  to  the  war  against  the  United 
States  bank  by  the  late  administration  party;  to  the 
erection  of  the  local  banks  into  depositories  of  the 
public  deposites;  and  the  consequent  expansion  of 
their  issues.  This,  combined  with  similar  causes 
in  Great  Britain,  produced  over-speculation,  and  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  in  the  midst  of  which  every 
man  seemed  to  breathe  a new  atmosphere.  The 
singular  and  peculiar  feature  of  this  system,  grow- 
ing up  as  it  does  in  the  midst  of  free  institutions, 
and  extending  itself  among  all  the  ramifications  of 
society,  is,  that  men  are  led  to  rely  on  any  govern- 
ment, be  it  ever  so  despotic,  which  would  perpetu- 
ate it  rather  than  submit  to  any  reform. 

He  alluded  to  the  seizure  of  the  public  deposites 
by  the  late  executive,  as  contrary  to  all  law  and 
right;  to  the  deposite  banks,  fostered  by  execu- 
tive patronage;  and  to  the  consequent  bloated  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  He  said  that  the  opponents 
of  the  United  States  bank  could  never  have  suc- 
ceeded, but  by  rearing  up  against  that  institution 
strong  and  powerful  local  antagonistical  interests. 
The  capitalists  of  the  country  had  dreaded  this  re- 
sult; and  the  consequence  was  the  investment  of 
large  sums  in  real  estate,  every  where.  This  con- 
flict against  credit  was  anticipated  by  those  who  pre- 
ferred losing  much  to  losing  all. 

When  this  currency  was  contracted  by  the  capi- 
talists, in  this  way,  by  the  sale  of  stocks,  the  local 
banks  also  felt  it;  and  the  country  is  now  expe- 
riencing the  consequences.  In  1836  the  distribu- 
tion or  deposite  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into 
effect  in  18.37.  Mr.  P.  had  been  one  of  the  sup- 
porters of  that  law.  It  was  a bill  for  the  general 
settlement  of  accounts.  Thus  the  paper  of  banks 
holding  the  public  deposites  was  compelled  to  be 
convertible  paper,  or  the  banks  to  suspend  specie 
payments.  This,  combined  with  the  necessity,  on 


the  part  of  the  treasury,  to  raise  money  to  pay  de- 
mands upon  it,  in  the  same  way,  brought  us  to  our 
present  state,  and  was  his  argument. 

He  alluded  to  the  peculiar  faculty  of  expansion; 
characterizing  the  currency  of  modern  times,  in  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  at  some  length. 

The  present  question  was  not  the  separation  of 
government  from  banks,  for  that  is  settled;  but  how 
to  reunite  the  government  with  the  banks.  For  this 
there  had  been  three  propositions  presented  to  the 
country.  The  first,  to  reunite  the  government  with 
the  state  institutions;  the  second  contemplates  the 
establishment  of  a national  institution;  and  the  third 
is  the  proposition  before  the  committee,  to  separate 
the  government  from  banks  altogether.  If  this 
were  not  done  now,  it  could  never  be  done.  The 
system  was  saddled  on  the  country  forever,  and  we 
compelled  to  run  the  same  round  every  three  or 
four  years,  and  then  be  in  the  same  or  a worse  con- 
dition: distracted  and  embarrassed  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other. 

He  had  heard  a good  deal  of  denunciation  against 
the  system  proposed  in  this  bill,  that  it  was  im- 
practicable,. outrageous,  a treasury  bank,  &c.  &c. 
He  did  not  see  the  force  of  all  this  declamation,  as 
applied  to  the  measure  proposed.  He  could  not 
see  that  (although  he  admitted  that  the  measure  in- 
volved the  exercise  of  executive  patronage  to  some 
degree),  it  conferred  more  than  any  other  financial 
system  did. 

He  viewed  the  question  to  be  precisely  such  a 
one  as  arises  between  the  power  and  influence  of  an 
individual,  and  those  of  a corporation. 

He  dwelt  here,  at  some  length,  on  the  alleged 
tremendous  power  of  banks. 

In  vindication  of  his  present  advocacy  of  this 
measure,  he  referred  to  his  vote  on  a similar  propo- 
sition introduced  into  thathouse,  in  February,  1S.35, 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Virginia,  [which  was  lost  by  a 
very  large  majority,  as  appeared  on  the  reading  of 
the  yeas  and  nays  by  the  clerk] . He  had  voted  for 
that  proposition,  which  was  thus  shown  to  be  no 
new  preject. 

He  believed  the  deposite  banks  to  have  been  the 
real  source  of  the  great  power  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, in  the  country,  for  the  last  three  years. 
They  had  hung  out  their  banners,  inscribed,  by 
these  mercenary'  bands,  with  the  infamous  motto 
“To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils!”  and  had  aided 
in  producing  the  present  alarming  state  of  affairs. 

Alluding  further  to  his  own  course,  Mr.  Pickens 
said  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  maintaining  his 
position,  by  the  accession  of  others  to  it. 

One  reason  of  opposition  to  the  bill  was,  in  his 
view,  the  desire,  in  some  quarters,  of  establishing  a 
national  bank.  Were  this  bill  to  be  defeated,  it 
would  prove  the  stepping-stone  to  such  an  institu- 
tion. This  he  treated  as  the  real  issue,  as  itwas  now 
made  up.  If  the  state  banks  were  again  to  be 
adopted  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  the 
establishment  of  an  United  States  bank  would  follow 
as  a matter  of  course. 

He  argued  against  the  constitutionality  of  such 
an  institution,  chartered  by'  congress. 

He  contended  that  the  United  States  bank  had 
never  restored  the  deranged  currency  of  the  coun- 
try', and  attributed  such  influence  alone  to  the  cre- 
dit and  power  of  the  government  itself. 

He  stated  that  there  were  two  feasible  ways  of 
regulating  the  currency:  the  circulation  of  the  con- 
stitutional medium— gold  and  silver  coin — and  the 
establishment  of  a national  bank.  The  formerwas 
the  true  constitutional  mode.  The  latter  was  a 
great  evil — for  the  power  of  contracting  and  ex- 
panding the  currency  at  will,  which  it  involved — 
and  thus  of  controlling  all  the  state  banking  insti- 
tutions. 

Mr.  P.  went  into  detail  upon  the  subject  of  the 
influence  of  the  bank  and  state  connexion  upon  the 
products  and  exports  of  the  south.  He  described 
it  as  a Vampire  feeding  on  the  life-blood  of  that 
section,  and  as  such  he  would  never  sanction  its  re- 
newal. 

Mr.  P.«said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  other  man 
to  sustain  the  state  institutions,  so  long  as  they  were 
well  conducted;  but  went  at  length  into  an  elabo- 
rate discussion  of  the  evils  of  banking,  and  alluded 
particularly,  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  the 
New  York  state  banks. 

He  then  entered  into  an  extended  argument  to 
show  the  connexion  of  radicalism  and  abolitionism 
at  the  north  with  this  question  of  banking.  He 
said  that  his  were  a peculiar  people;  that  they  own- 
ed one  half  of  their  population;  that  they  held 
them  by  physical  force,  and  would  ever  maintain 
that  relation;  that  the  relation  between  labor  and 
capital  at  the  south  was  peculiarly  interesting  to 
the  north.  He  contrasted  that  relation  as  existing 
in  the  two  sections,  and  said  that  it  was  his  ob- 
ject to  retort  upon  the  north  the  preaching  of  insur- 
rection. He  said  that  the  relation  of  labor  to  capi- 


tal at  the  north  was  precisely  the  same  as  that  of 
British  capitalists  to  the  laborer;;  the  resort  was 
not  to  physical  force,  as  at  the  south,  but  to  banks 
and  corporations  to  enslave  and  subject  the  labor- 
ing class.  He,  too,  would  retort  and  preach  the 
“universal  emancipation”  of  northern  labor  from 
northern  fraud  and  duplicity! 

Mr.  P.  was  aware  that  by  such  remarks  as  these 
he  laid  himself  liable  to  the  charge  from  certain 
quarters  of  being  a loco  foco.  This  was  a name 
that  did  not  terrify  him.  His  interests  were  iden- 
tified with  the  people,  with  whom  he  lived  and 
hoped  to  die.  The  opinions  he  had  expressed  were 
those  he  believed  to  embody  the  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  that  people.  They  were  the  doctrines  of 
Jefferson — that  the  capitalists  of  the  north  had  an. 
identical  interest  with  the  capitalists  of  the  south, 
and  were  their  natural  allies. 

Mr.  P.  alluding  to  some  of  the  opinions  of  John 
Milton,  said  that  those  had  been  also  called  loco 
foco  sentiments.  In  reference  to  which  remark,  he 
gave  a highly  finished  eulogium  upon  the  character 
and  genius  of  that  celebrated  poet,  profound  phi- 
losopher, and  sound  statesman. 

He  confessed  that  his  were  old-fashioned  notions 
upon  these  subjects;  that  they  were  not  likely  to  he 
palatable  to  the  people  of  our  great  cities;  that  they 
were  imbibed  among  an  old-fashioned  people,  whose 
manners  and  modes-  of  thought  and  conduct  ap- 
proached very  nearly  the  primitive  and  pastoral 
simplicity  of  olden  times.  He  doubted  if,  under 
the  influences  which  an  education  among  the  more 
busy  and  crowded  scenes  of  life  imposed,  there  had 
been  any  material  advance  in  intellectual  and  moral 
improvement,  in  modern  times.  Cunning,  craft, 
and  duplicity  had  been  developed,  instead  of  simple 
virtue:  there  had  been  a greater  development  of 
physical  resources,  but  none  of  the  honesty  and  pa- 
triotism which  distinguished  our  forefathers. 

Mr.  P.  then  said  that  he  should  content  himself 
with  this  allusion  to  the  views  he  entertained  on 
the  bill,  and  would  hold  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  carry  it  out  in  detail.  He  had  no  appre- 
hensions of  the  character  alluded  to  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  who  had  told  him,  the 
other  day,  that  he  was  to  be  “left  in  the  lurch,”  by 
the  party  in  power,  upon  this  measure.  He  cared 
for  no  such  considerations,  when  deciding  upon  his 
course  of  conduct  in  relation  to  public  measures. 

He  belonged  to  no  party,  and  advocated  no  party 
creed.  He  did  not  desire  the  “mushroom  popu- 
larity” described  by  a'distinguished  English  states- 
man, (lord  Mansfield,)  which  depended  on  the  breath 
of  a mob,  but  would  be  content  with  that  abiding 
public  opinion  which  was  the  result  of  reflection 
and  experience. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  would  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  under  debate,  when  its  friends  had 
put  it  into  the  shape  in  which  they  wished  it  to 
pass. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
offer  any  amendments  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garland  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing another  bill,  (heretofore  indicated  by  him,)  | 
which  he  sent  to  the  chair. 

The  amendment  being  read,  Mr.  Garland  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  address  the  committee  at  the 
present  time  on  his  proposition,  but  would  do  so, 
unless  some  other  gentleman  wished  to  precede 
him. 

Mr.  Phillips  had  not  risen  to  debate  this  bill. 

He  would  suggest  that  the  committee  take  up  the 
merchants’  bonds  bill,  laying  that  now  before  them 
aside  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  assented  to  this  arrangement, 
and  moved  to  take  up  senate  bill,  To.  3,  being  that 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Phillips. 

This  proposition  was  sustained  by  the  committee, 
by  a vote  of  88  to  54. 

Duties  on  merchants’  bonds. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  second  section  thereof,  which  was  as 
follows: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  addi- 
tional credit  of  nine  months,  granted  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  upon  outstanding  duty  bonds, 
shall  be  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  grant- 
ed upon  all  bonds  for  duties  which  may  be  given 
during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  October,  in  the  j'ear  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

The  committee,  having  adopted  this  amendment, 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  thus  amended,  to  the 
house;  and  the  question  arising  as  to  the  concur- 
rence of  the  house  with  the  committee  of  the  whole 
in  the  proposed  amendment, 

Mr.  Titus,  of  N.  Y.,  addressed  the  house  in  op- 
position to  the  same,  and  had  proceeded  but  a little 
way,  when 

The  house  took  a recess  till  4 o’clock  P.  M. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

Tile  house  met  after  recess,  and  lesumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  senate  further  to  defer 
the  payment  of  duty  bonds, — the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  cf  the 
whole,  viz: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a credit  of 
three  and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on  the  duty  on 
all  merchandise  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be  im- 
ported on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next, 
upon  which  the  duties  are  payable  in  cash,  and  that 
the  bonds  received  for  such  duties  shall  be  payable 
in  equal  instalments,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  in  the  form 
and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  existing  laws 
and  by  this  act. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Titus  at  some  length. 
Mr.  Everett  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  as  being 
preferable  to  the  original  bill.  Mr.  Cambrelcng 
made  a verbal  modification  of  the  amendment  to 
remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  applying  to  goods  now  in 
store;  instead  of  “shall  be”  imported,  to  insert  “shall 
have  been,  or  may  be;”  which  was  agreed  to.  Af- 
ter several  ineffectual  attempts  further  to  amend  the 
bill,  the  question  recurred  on  its  engrossment,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading;  whereupon  the 
bill  was  read  a third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 
The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of 
Maine  in  the  chair)  and  took  up  the  hill  from  the 
senate  to  adjust  the  remaining  claims  against  the 
late  deposite  banks.  The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Rice  Garland,  of  La.,  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing a substitute,  the  object  of  which  is  to  extend 
the  proposed  indulgence  to  the  banks  from  three, 
six,  and  nine  months,  to  nine,  twelve  anil  eighteen 
months. 

After  a brief  explanation  of  the  points  in  which 
his  amendment  differed  from  the  senate’s  bill,  he 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  by  inserting  the  word 
“five,”  so  as  to  read  “five  per  cent.” 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.,  supported  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Lyon,  of  Ala.  explained  the  transactions  between 
the  deposite  bank  in  his  district  and  the  govern- 
ment, by  wa}'  of  showing  that  the  indulgence  pro- 
•posed  by  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Lou., 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  concluded  by  moving  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  clause 
in  reference  to  interest.  Mr.  Loomis  took  the  op- 
posite side,  and  on  concluding  his  remarks,  offered 
an  amendment  to  the  original  bill.  Mr.  Marlin 
also  presented  an  amendment  to  the  original  bill. 
Mr.  Pope  mads  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
course  of  trade  in  the  west,  and  the  season  of  the 
year  in  which  it  would  be  the  easiest  for  the  banks 
to  pay,  and  suggested  a modification  which  would 
bring  their  term  of  payment  in  July.  Mr.  Robert- 
son, adverting  to  the  noise  and, confusion  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  house,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  prevailed,  ayes  74,  noes  67.  So  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress.  Mr.  Reed, 
of  Mass,  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion,  which 
were  ordered  and  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  yeas 
98,  nays  70.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  11.  After  several  resolutions, 
which  shall  be  noticed  in  our  next,  were  disposed 
of,  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  in  relation 
to  the  Florida  war,  again  coming  up  as  the  unfin- 
ished business,  Mr.  McKay  made  a motion,  which 
he  prefaced  with  some  remarks,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next.  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr. 
Adams  opposed  this  motion.  The  latter  gentleman 
was  proceeding  with  his  remarks  when  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  ready 
to  yield  the  floor  and  did  so. 

The  district  attorneys’  fee  bil J on  bonds,  as  it 
came  from  the  senate,  had  three  readings  and  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  F. 
O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine,  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  deposite  banks 
accounts,  being  the  first  bill  announced  as  before 
the  committee,  Mr.  Pickens  said  that  he  considered 
himself  bound,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  to  move  that  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  time.  And  on  that  motion  he  demanded  a 
count  by  tellers,  which  being  sustained,  (aftersome 
conversation  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding, ) 
the  motion  prevailed — ayes  105,  noes  35. 

Mr.  James  Garland’s  amendment  to  the  bill  be- 
ing read,  by  request  of  a member, 

Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  rose  and  addressed 
the  house  at  length  against  the  bill.  [His  speech, 
which  was  listened  to  with  the  most  profound  at- 
tention by  the  house  and  a large  body  of  specta- 


tors, shall  be  inserted  in  our  next.]  After  Mr. 

, Hoffman  had  concluded,  Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  made 
a very  animated  speech  on  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
and,  having  concluded,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Va.  took  the 
floor  and  spoke,  until  the  hour  of  recess,  against  the 
bill. 

When  the  house  again  assembled,  Mr.  Mason  re- 
sumed and  concluded  his  remarks.  He  was  follow- 
ed by  Mr.  Robertson,  who  spoke  at  large  on  the 
policy  of  the  bill,  and  in  support  of  an  amendment 
he  intended  hereafter  to  propose — the  object  of 
which  is  to  direct  that  the  revenue  shall  be  special- 
ly deposited  in  such  banks  as  may  be  selected  by 
the  treasury,  and  as  may  agree  to  receive  the  same 
on  deposite,  without  making  it  the  basis  of  dis- 
counts. During  the  remainder  of  the  sitting,  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the"  bill  and  in  defence  of  the  grounds 
he  had  taken  when  advocating  his  amendment  to 
the  deposite  postponement  bill.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Haynes,  the  committee,  by  a vote  of  74  to  40,  agreed 
to  rise;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Oct.  12.  After  the  transaction  of  some 
unimportant  business,  the  house  proceeded  to  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  McKay  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  for  a committee  of 
inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next.  Mr.  McKay  ex- 
plained his  reasons  for  the  postponement.  Mr. 
Adams  rejoined  and  briefly  gave  his  reasons  against 
it.  The  committee  would  want  all  its  time,  and 
much  useful  progress  might  be  made  during  the  re- 
cess. Mr.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  postponement,  and  they  were  or- 
dered by  the  house.  A brief  discussion  now  ensu- 
ed in  which  Messrs.  McKay,  Reed,  Bond,  Whittle- 
sey, and  A.  H.  Shepperd  participated;  but  before 
the  question  was  taken,  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
called,  and  the  house  again  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  (Mr.  F.  O.  J. 
Smith  in  the  chair)  on  the  senate’s  sub-treasury 
bill.  Mr.  Rice  Garland  made  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt to  have  the  bill  laid  aside,  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  settle  with  the  deposite  banks.  Mr.  Haynes,  of 
Geo.,  supported  the  bill  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length.  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  followed 
in  a speech  against  it.  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky, 
addressed  the  committee  on  the  same  side,  and  had 
not  concluded  when  the  hour  of  recess  arrived. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY,  OF  KENTUCKY, 
On  the  sub-treasury  bill,  Monday,  September  25, 1837. 

The  senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  on  certain  officers  of  the  gen- 
eral government — 

Mr  Clay  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  upwards 
of  three  hours.  We  cannot  undertake  to  report  all 
that  he  said,  exactly  as  it  was  said.  We  must  con- 
tent ourselves  with  exhibiting  a view  of  his  argu- 
ment, employing  generally  the  language  in  which 
it  was  expressed. 

He  commenced  by  observing  that,  feeling  an 
anxious  desire  to  see  some  effectual  plan  presented 
to  correct  the  disorders  in  the  currency,  and  to  re- 
store the  prosperity  of  the  country,  he  had  avoided 
precipitating  himself  into  the  debate  now  in  pro- 
gress, that  he  might  attentively  examine  every 
remedy  that  should  be  proposed,  and  impartially 
weigh  every  consideration  urged  in  its  support. 
No  period  had  ever  existed  in  this  country,  in 
which  the  future  was  covered  by  a darker,  denser, 
or  more  impenetrable  gloom.  None,  in  which  the 
duty  was  more  imperative  to  discard  all  passion 
and  prejudice,  all  party  ties,  and  previous  bias,  and 
look  exclusively  to  the  good  of  our  afflicted  coun- 
try. In  one  respect — and  he  thought  it  a fortunate 
one — our  present  difficulties  are  distinguishable 
from  former  domestic  troubles,  and  that  is  their 
universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is  true,  in  different 
degrees,  but  they  reach  every  section,  every  state, 
every  interest,  almost  every  man  in  the  union.  All 
feel,  see,  hear,  know  their  existence.  As  they  do 
not  array,  like  our  former  divisions,  one  portion  of 
the  confederacy  against  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  common  sufferings  may  lead  to  common  sym- 
pathies and  common  counsels,  and  that  we  shall,  at 
no  distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a clear  way  of  deliver- 
ance. If  the  present  state  of  the  country  were  pro- 
duced by  the  fault  of  the  people;  if  it  proceeded 
from  their  wasteful  extravagance  and  their  indul- 
gence of  a reckless  spirit  of  ruinous  speculation; 
if  public  measures  had  no  agency  whatever  in  bring- 
ing it  about,  it  would  nevertheless  be  the  duty  of 
government  to  exert  all  its  energies  and  to  employ 
all  its  legitimate  powers  to  devise  an  efficacious 
remed}'.  But  if  our  present  deplorable  condition 
has  sprung  from  our  rulers;  if  it  is  to  be  clearly 
traced  to  their  acta  and  operations,  that  duty  be- 


comes infinitely  more  obligatory;  and  government 
would  be  faithless  to  the  highest  and  most  solemn 
of  human  trusts  should  it  neglect  to  perform  it. 
And  is  it  not  too  true  that  the  evil3  which  surround 
us  are  to  be  ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the 
conduct  of  our  public  affairs?. 

In  glancing  at  the  past,  (continued  Mr.  C.)  no- 
thing can  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  ex- 
cite angry  feelings,  or  to  find  grounds  of  reproach. 
It  would  be  far  more  congenial  to  my  wishes  that, 
on  this  occasion,  we  should  forget  all  former  unhap- 
py divisions  and  animosities.  But,  ifi  order  to  dis- 
cover how  to  get  out  of  our  difficulties,  we  must 
ascertain,  if  we  can,  how  we  got  into  them. 

Prior  to  that  series  of  unfortunate  measures  which 
had  for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  discontinuance  of  its  fiscal 
agency  for  the  government,  no  people  upon  earth 
ever  enjoyed  a better  currency,  or  had  exchanges 
better  regulated,  than  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Our  monetary  system  appeared  to  have 
attained  as  great  perfection  as  any  thing  human  can 
possibly  reach.  The  combination  of  United  States 
and  local  banks  presented  a true  image  of  our  sys- 
tem of  general  and  state  governments,  and  worked 
quite  as  well.  Not  only  within  the  country  had  we 
a local  and  a general  currency  perfectly  sound,  but 
in  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe  American  com- 
merce had  penetrated,  there  also  did  the  bills  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  command  unbounded 
credit  and  confidence.  Now  we  are  in  danger  of 
having  fixed  upon  us,  indefinitely  as  to  time,,  that 
medium,  an  irredeemable  paper  currency,  which, 
by  the  universal  consent  of  the  commercial  world, 
is  regarded  as  the  worst.  How  has  this  reverse 
come  upon  us?  Can  it  be  doubted  that  it  is  the  re- 
sult of  those  measures  to  which  I have  adverted? 
When,  at  the  very  moment  of  adopting  them,  the 
very  consequences  which  have  happened  were  fore- 
told as  inevitable,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere 
for  their  cause?  Never  was  prediction  more  dis- 
tinctly made;  never  was  fulfilment  more  literal  and 
exact. 

1 Let  us  suppose  that  those  measures  had  not  been 
adopted;  that  thp  bank  of  the  United  States  had 
been  rechartered;  that  the  public  deposites  had  re- 
mained undisturbed;  and  that  the  treasury  order 
had  never  issued:  is  there  not  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  we  should  be  now  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a sound  currency;  that  the  public  deposites  would 
be  now  safe  and  forthcoming;  and  that  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  in  May  last  would  not  have 
happened? 

The  president’s  message  asserts  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  over-action — over-trading 
— the  indulgence  of  a spirit  of  speculation  produced 
by  hank  and  other  facilities.  I think  this  is  a view 
of  the  case  entirely  too  superficial.  It  would  be 
quite  as  correct  and  just,  in  the  instance  of  a homi- 
cide perpetrated  by  the  discharge  of  a gun,  to  al- 
lege that  the  leaden  ball,  and  not  the  inan  who 
levelled  the  piece,  was  responsible  for  the  murder. 
The  true  enquiry  is,  how  came  that  excessive  over- 
trading and  those  extensive  bank  facilities  which 
the  message  describes?  Were  they  not  the  necessa- 
ry and  immediate  consequences  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  bank,  and  the  removal  from  its  custody  of  the 
public  deposites?  And  is  not  this  proven  by  the  vast 
multiplication  of  banks,  the  increase  of  the  line  of 
their  discounts  and  accommodations,  prompted  and 
stimulated  by  secretary  Taney,  and  the  great  aug- 
mentation of  their  circulation  which  ensued? 

What  occurred  in  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  veto  of  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  illustrates  its  effects  throughout 
the  union.  That  state  had  suffered  greatly  by 
banks.  It  was  generally  opposed  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  them.  It  had  found  tiie  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  answering  all  the  pur- 
poses of  a sound  currency  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
it  was  perfectly  contented  with  them.  At  the  period 
of  the  veto,  it  had  but  a single  bank,  of  limited 
capital  and  circulation.  After  it,  the  state,  reluc- 
tant to  engage  in  the  banking  system,  and  still 
cherishing  hopes  of  the  creation  of  a new  bank  of 
the  United  States,  encouraged  by  the  supporters  of 
the  late  president,  hesitated  about  the  incorporation 
of  new  banks.  But,  at  length,  despairing  of  the 
establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
finding  itself  exposed  to  a currency  in  bank  notes 
from  adjacent  states,  it  proceeded  to  establish  banks 
of  its  own;  and  since  the  veto,  since  1833,  has  in- 
corporated for  that  single  state  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars — a sum  equal  to 
the  capital  of  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States 
created  for  the  whole  union! 

That  the  local  banks,  to  which  the  deposites  were 
transferred  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  were 
urged  and  stimulated  freely  to  discount  upon  them, 
we  have  record  evidence  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. 
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The  message,  to  reconcile  us  to  our  misfortunes, 
and  to  exonerate  the  measures  of  our  own  govern- 
ment from  all  blame  in  producing  the  present  state 
of  things,  refers  to  Ihe  condition  of  Europe,  and  es- 
pecially to  thatof  Great  Britain.  It  alleges,  that  “in 
both  countries  we  have  witnessed  the  same  redun- 
dancy of  paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  c redit; 
the  same  spirit  of  speculation;  the  same  partial  suc- 
cesses; the  same  difficulties  and  reverses;  and,  at 
length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catastrophe.” 
The  very  clear  and  able  argument  of  the  senator 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  King)  relieves  me  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  saying  much  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  appears  that  during  the  period  referred  to 
by  the  message,  of  1833-4-5,  there  was,  in  fact,  no 
augmentation,  or  a very  trifling  augmentation,  of 
the  circulation  of  the  country,  and  that  the  message 
has  totally  misconceived  the  actual  state  of  things 
in  Great  Britain.  According  to  the  publications  to 
which  I have  had  access,  the  bank  of  England  in 
fact  diminished  its  circulation,  comparing  the  first 
with  the  last  of  that  period,  about  2^,  millions  ster- 
ling; and  although  the  joint-stock  and  private  banks 
increased  theirs,  (lie  amount  of  increase  was  neu- 
tralized by  the  amount  of  diminution. 

If  the  state  of  things  were  really  identical,  or 
similar,  in  the  two  countries,  it  would  be  fair  to 
trace  it  to  similarity  of  causes.  But  is  that  the 
case?  In  Great  Britain  a sound  currency  was  pre- 
served by  a recharter  of  the  bank  of  England  about 
the  same  time  that  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  was  agitated  here.  In  the  United 
States  we  have  not  preserved  a sound  currency,  in 
consequence  of  the  veto.  If  Great  Britain  were 
near  the  same  catastrophe  (the  suspension  of  specie 
payments),  which  occurred  here,  she  nevertheless 
ESCAPED  it;  and  this  difference  in  the  condition 
of  the  two  countries  makes  all  the  difference  in  the 
world.  Great  Britain  has  recovered  from  whatever 
mercantile  distresses  she  experienced:  we  have 
not;  and  when  shall  we?  All  is  bright  and  cheerful 
and  encouraging  in  the  prospects  which  lie  before 
her;  and  the  reverse  is  our  unfortunate  situation. 

Great  Britain  has,  in  truth,  experienced  only  those 
temporary  embarrassments  which  are  incident  to 
commercial  transactions,  conducted  upon  the  scale 
of  vast  magnitude  on  which  hers  are  carried  on. 
Prosperous  and  adverse  times,  action  and  reaction, 
are  the  lot  of  all  commercial  countries.  But  our 
distresses  sink  deeper;  they  reach  the  heart,  which 
lias  ceased  to  perform  its  olfice  of  circulation  in  the 
great  concerns  of  our  body  politic. 

Whatever  of  embarrassment  Europe  has  recent- 
ly experienced  may  be  satisfactorily  explained  by 
its  trade  and  connexions  with  the  United  States. 
The  degree  of  embarrassment  has  been  marked,  in 
the  commercial  countries  there,  by  the  degree  of 
their  connexion  with  the  United  States.  All,  or 
almost  all,  the  great  failures  in  Europe  have  been 
of  houses  engaged  in  the  American  trade.  Great 
Britain,  which,  as  the  message  justly  observes, 
maintains  the  closest  relations  with  us,  has  suffered 
most;  France  next,  and  so  on,  in  the  order  of  their 
greater  or  less  commercial  intercourse  with  us. 
Most  truly  was  it  said  by  the  senator  from  Georgia 
that  the  recent  embarrassments  of  Europe  were  the 
embarrassments  of  a creditor,  from  whom  payment 
was  withheld  by  the  debtor,  and  from  whom  the 
precious  metals  have  been  unnecessarily  withdrawn 
by  the  policy  of  the  same  debtor. 

Since  the  intensity  of  suffering,  and  the  disas- 
trous state  of  things  'in  this  country,  have  far  trans- 
cended any  thing  that  has  occurred  in  Europe,  we 
must  look  here  for  some  peculiar  and  more  potent 
causes  than  any  which  have  been  in  operation  there. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  that  series  of  measures  to 
which  I have  already  adverted, 

1st.  The  veto  of  the  bank. 

2d.  The  removal  of  the  deposites,  with  the  ur- 
gent injunction  of  secretary  Taney  upon  the  banks 
to  enlarge  their  accommodations. 

3d.  The  gold  bill,  and  the  demand  of  gold  for 
the  foreign  indemnities. 

4th.  The  clumsy  execution  of  the  deposite  law; 
and 

5th.  The  treasury  order  of  July,  1836. 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  went  into  an  examination  of 
these  measures  to  show  that  the  inflated  condition 
of  the  country,  the  wild  speculations,  which  had 
risen  to  their  height  when  they  began  tc  be  check- 
ed by  the  preparations  of  the  local  banks  necessary 
to  meet  the  deposite  law  of  June,  1836,  the  final 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  consequent 
disorders  in  the  currency,  commerce,  and  general 
business  of  the  country,  were  all  to  be  traced  to  the 
influence  of  the  measures  enumerated.  All  these 
causes  operated  immediately,  directly,  and  power- 
fully upon  us,  and  their  effects  were  indirectly  felt 
in  Europe.] 

The  message  imputes  to  the  deposite  law  an  agen- 
cy in  producing  the  existing  embarrassments.  This 


is  a charge  frequently  made  by  the  friends  of  the 
administration  against  that  law.  It  is  true  that  the 
banks  having  increased  their  accommodations,  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  of  secretary  Taney,  it 
might  not  have  been  convenient  to  recall  and  pay 
them  over  for  public  use.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  law  was  executed  by  the  trea- 
sury department,  transferring  large  sums  from  cre- 
ditor to  debtor  portions  of  the  country-,  without  re- 
gard to  the  commerce  or  business  of  the  country, 
might  have  aggravated  the  inconvenience.  But 
what  do  those  w'ho  object  to  the  law  think  ought  to 
have  been  done  with  the  surpluses  which  had  accu- 
mulated, and  were  daily  augmenting  to  such  an 
enormous  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  deposite 
banks?  Were  they  to  be  incorporated  with  their 
capitals,  and  remain  there  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders?  Was  it  not  proper  and  just  that  they 
should  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  people  from 
whom  they  were  collected?  And  whenever  and 
however  taken  from  the  deposite  banks,  would  not 
inconvenience  necessarily  happen? 

The  message  asserts  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  has  not  been 
able  to  save  itself  or  to  check  other  institutions, 
notwithstanding  “the  still  greater  strength  it  has 
been  said  to  possess  under  its  present  charter.” 
That  bank  is  now  a mere  state  or  local  institution. 
Why  is  it  referred  to  more  than  the  bank  of  Virgi- 
nia, or  any  other  local  institution?  The  exalted  sta- 
tion which  the  president  fills  forbids  the  indulgence 
of  the  supposition  that  the  allusion  has  been  made 
to  enable  the  administration  to  profit  by  the  preju- 
dices which  have  been  excited  against  it.  Was  it 
the  duty  of  that  bank,  more  than  any  other  state 
bank,  to  check  the  local  institutions?  Was  it  not 
even  under  less  obligation  to  do  so  than  the  deposite 
banks,  selected  and  fostered  by  the  general  govern- 
ment? 

But  how  could  the  message  venture  to  assert  that 
it  has  greater  strength  than  the  late  bank  of  Ihe 
United  States  possessed?  Whatever  may  be  the  li- 
berality of  the  conditions  of  its  charter,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  any  single  state  could  confer  upon  it  fa- 
culties equal  to  those  granted  to  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States — first,  in  making  it  the  sole  deppsitory 
of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  and,  secondly, 
in  making  its  notes  receivable  in  the  payment  of  all 
public  dues.  If  a bank  of  the  United  States  had 
existed,  it  would  have  had  ample  notice  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  public  moneys  in  the  local  banks, 
and,  by  timely  measures  of  precaution,  it  could 
have  prevented  the  speculative  uses  to  which  they 
were  applied.  Such  an  institution  would  have  been 
bound,  by  its  relations  to  the  government,  to  observe 
its  appropriations  and  financial  arrangements  and 
wants,  and  to  hold  itself  always  ready  promptly  to 
meet  them.  It  would  have  drawn  together  gradu- 
ally, but  certainly,  the  public  moneys,  however 
dispersed.  Responsibility  would  have  been  con- 
centrated upon  it  alone,  instead  of  being  weakened 
or  lost  by  diffusion  among  some  eighty  or  ninety 
local  banks,  dispersed  throughout  the  country,  and 
acting  without  any  effective  concert. 

A subordinate  but  not  unimportant  cause  of  the 
evils  which  at  present  encompass  us  has  been  the 
course  of  the  late  administration  towards  the  com- 
promise act.  The  great  principle  of  that  act,  in 
respect  to  our  domestic  industry,  was  its  stability. 
Itw-as  intended  and  hoped  that,  by  withdrawing  the 
tariff  from  those  annual  discussions  in  congress,  of 
which  it  had  been  the  fruitful  topic,  our  manufac- 
tures would  have  a certainty,  for  a long  period,  as 
to  the  measure  of  protection,  extended  to  them  by 
its  provisions,  which  would  compensate  any  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  contained  in  prior  acts.  For  a 
year  or  two  after  it  was  adopted,  the  late  adminis- 
tration manifested  a disposition  to  respect  it,  as  an 
arrangement  which  was  to  be  inviolable.  But,  for 
some  time  past,  it  ha3  been  constantly  threatened 
from  that  quarter,  and  a settled  purpose  has  been 
displayed  to  disregard  ils  conditions.  Those  who 
had  an  agency  in  bringing  it  forward,  and  carrying 
it  through  congress,  have  been  held  up  to  animad- 
version; it  has  been  declared  by  members,  high  in 
the  confidence  of  the  administration  in  both  houses, 
to  possess  no  obligatory  force  beyond  any  ordinary 
act  of  legislation,  and  new  adjustments  of  the  tariff 
have  been  proposed  in  both  houses,  in  direct  con- 
travention of  the  principles  of  the  compromise; 
and,  at  tile  last  session,  one  of  them  actually  passed 
the  senate,  against  the  most  earnest  entreaty  and 
remonstrance.  A portion  of  the  south  has  not 
united  in  these  attacks  upon  the  compromise;  and 
1 take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  two  senators  from 
South  Carolina,  especially,  have  uniformly  exhibit- 
ed a resolution  to  adhere  to  it  with  perfect  honor 
and  fidelity. 

The  effect  of  these  constant  threats  and  attacks, 
coming  from  those  high  in  power,  has  been  most 
injurious.  They  have  shown  to  the  manufacturing 


interest  that  no  certain  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
upon  the  steadiness  of  the  policy  of  the  government, 
no  matter  under  what  solemn  circumstances  it  was 
adopted.  That  interest  has  taken  alarm;  new  en- 
terprises have  been  arrested,  old  ones  curtailed; 
and  at  this  moment  it  is  the  most  piostrate  of  all 
the  interests  in  the  country.  One-half  in  amount, 
as  I have  been  informed,  of  the  manufacturers 
throughout  the  country  have  actually  suspended 
operations,  and  those  who  have  not  chiefly  confine 
themselves  to  working  up  their  stocks  on  hand. 

The  consequence  has  been,  that  we  have  made 
too  little  at  home,  and  purchased  too  much  abroad. 
This  has  augmented  that  foreign  debt,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  so  powerfully  contributed  to  the 
suspension,  and  yet  forms  an  obstacle  to  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
attributed  the  creation  of  the  surplus  rev  enue  to  the 
tariff  policy,  and  especially  to  the  acts  of  5824  and 
1828.  I do  not  perceive  any  advantage,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  in  reviving  or  alluding  to  the  former 
dissensions  which  prevailed  on  the  subject  of  that 
policy.  They  were  all  settled  and  quieted  by  the 
great  healing  measure  (the  compromise)  to  w hich 
I have  referred.  By  that  act  I have  been  willing 
and  ready  to  abide.  And  I have  desired  only  that 
it  should  be  observed  and  executed  in  a spirit  of 
good  faith  and  fidelity  similar  to  that  by  which  I 
have  been  ever  actuated  towards  it. 

The  act  of  1828  was  no  measure  of  the  friends  of 
the  manufacturers.  Its  passage  was  forced  by  a 
coalition  between  their  secret  and  open  opponents. 
But  the  system  of  protection  of  American  industry 
did  not  cause  the  surplus.  It  proceeded  from  the 
extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands.  The  re- 
ceipts, from  all  sources  other  than  that  of  the  public 
lands,  and  expenditures  of  the  years  1833-4-5-6, 
(during  which  the  surplus  was  accumulating,)  both 
amount  to  about  eighty-seven  millions  of  dollars; 

1 bus  clearly  showing  that  the  customs  only  supplied 
the  necessary  means  of  public  disbursement,  and 
that  it  was  the  public  domain  that  produced  the 
surplus. 

If  the^'and  bill  had  been  allowed  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, it  would  have  distributed  gradually  and  re- 
gularly among  the  several  states  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  as  they  would  have  been  received 
from  time  to  time.  They  would  have  returned 
back  in  small  streams  similar  to  those  by  which 
they  had  been  collected,  animating,  and  improving, 
and  fructifying  the  whole  country.  There  would 
have  been  no"  vast  surplus  to  embarrass  the  govern- 
ment; no  removal  of  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  to  the  deposite  banks,  to  disturb 
the  business  of  the  country;  no  accumulations  in 
the  deposits  banks  of  immense  sums  of  public  mo- 
ney, augmented  by  the  circuit  it  was  performing 
between  the  land  offices  and  the  banks,  and  the 
banks  and  the  land  offices;  no  occasion  for  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  to  lash  the  deposite  banks 
into  the  giant  of  inordinate  accommodations;  and 
possibly  there  would  have  been  no  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  But  that  bill  was  suppressed  by 
a most  extraordinary  and  dangerous  exercise  of 
executive  power. 

The  cause  of  our  present  difficulties  may  be 
stated  in  another  w-ay.  During  the  late  administra- 
tion we  have  been  deprived  of  the  practical  benefit 
of  a free  government;  the  forms,  it  is  true,  remained 
and  were  observed,  but  the  essence  did  not  exist. 
In  a free,  or  self-government,  tlie  collected  wis- 
dom, the  aggregate  will  of  the  whole,  or  at  least  of 
a majority,  moulds  and  directs  the  course  of  public 
affairs.  In  a despotism,  the  will  of  a single  individual 
governs.  In  a practically  free  government,  the  na- 
tion controls  the  chief  magistrate;  in  an  arbitrary 
government,  the  chief  magistrate  controls  the  na- 
tion. And  has  not  this  been  our  situation  in  the 
period  mentioned?  Has  notone  man  forced  his  own 
will  on  the  nation?  Have  not  all  those  disastrous 
measures — the  veto  of  the  bank;  the  removal  of  the 
deposites;  the  rejection  of  the  land  bill;  and  the 
treasury  order,  which  have  led  to  our  present  unfor- 
tunate condition,  been  adopted,  in  spite  of  the 
w ishes  of  the  country,  and  in  opposition,  probably, 
to  those  of  the  dominant  party  itself? 

Our  misfortune  has  not  been  the  want  of  wisdom, 
but  of  firmness.  The  party  in  power  wmuld  not 
have  governed  the  country  very  ill,  if  it  had  been 
allowed  its  own  way.  Its  fatal  error  has  been  to 
lend  its  sanction,  and  to  bestow  its  subsequent  ap- 
plause and. support  upon  executive  acts  which,  in 
their  origin,  if  previously  deprecated  or  condemned. 
'.Ve  have  been  shocked  and  grieved  to  see  whole 
legislative  bodies  and  communities  approving  and 
lauding  the  rejection  of  the  very  measures  which 
previously  they  had  unanimously  recommended! 
To  see  whole  states  abandoning  their  long-cherish- 
ed policy  and  best  interests  in  subserviency  to  ex- 
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ecutive  pleasure!  And  the  numberless  examples  of 
individuals  who  have  surrendered  their  indepen- 
dence, must  indict  pain  in  every  patriot  bosom.  A 
single  case  forces  itself  upon  my  recollection  as  an 
illustration,  to  which  I do  not  advert  from  any  un- 
kind feelings  towards  the  gentleman  to  whom  I 
refer,  between  whom  and  myself  civil  and  courteous 
relations  have  ever  existed.  The  memorial  of  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States  praying  for  a re- 
charter was  placed  in  his  hands,  and  he  presented 
it  to  the  senate.  He  carried  the  recharter  through 
the  senate.  The  veto  came;  and,  in  two  or  three 
weeks  afterwards,  we  behold  the  same  senator  at 
the  head  of  an  assembly  of  the  people  in  the  state- 
house  yard,  in  Philadelphia,  applauding  the  veto, 
and  condemning  the  bank — condemning  his  own 
act!  Motives  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human 
eye,  and  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  say  what  they 
were  which  prompted  this  self-castigation,  and  this 
praise  of  the  destruction  of  his  own  work;  but  it  is 
i npossible  to  overlook  the  fact  that  this  same  sen- 
ator, in  due  time,  received  from  the  author  of  the 
veto  the  gift  of  a splendid  foreign  mission! 

The  moral  deducible  from  the  past  is,  that  our 
free  institutions  are  superior  to  all  others,  and  can 
be  preserved  in  their  purity  and  excellence  only 
upon  the  stern  condition  that  we  shall  forever  hold 
the  obligations  of  patriotism  paramount  to  all  the 
ties  of  party,  or  to  individual  dictation;  and  that 
we  shall  never  openly  approve  what  we  secretly 
condemn. 

In  this  rapid,  and  I hope,  not  fatiguing  review  of 
the  causes  which  I think  have  brought  upon  us  ex- 
isting embarrassments,  I repeat  that  it  has  been  for 
no  purpose  of  reproaching  or  criminating  those  who 
have  had  the  conduct  of  our  public  affairs;  but  to 
discover  the  means  by  which  the  present  crisis  has 
been  produced,  with  a view  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
what  (which  is  by  far  much  more  important)  should 
be  done  by  congress  to  avert  its  injurious  effects. 
And  this  brings  me  to  consider  the  remedy  proposed 
by  the  administration. 

The  great  evil  under  which  the  country  labors  is 
the  suspension  of  the  banks  to  pay  specie,  the  total 
derangement  in  all  domestic  exchanges,  and  the 
paralysis  which  has  come  over  the  whole  business 
of  the  country.  In  regard  to  the  currency,  it  is  not 
that  a given  amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now 
command  as  much  as  the  same  amount  of  specie 
would  have  done  prior  to  the  suspension;  but  it  is 
the  future,  the  danger  of  an  inconvertible  paper  mo- 
ney being  indefinitely  or  permanently  fixed  upon 
the  people,  that  fills  them  with  apprehensions.  Our 
great  object  should  be  to  re-establish  a sound  cur- 
rency, and  thereby  to  restore  the  exchanges,  and 
revive  the  business  of  the  country. 

The  first  impression  which  the  measures  brought 
forward  by  the  administration  make  is,  that  they 
consist  of  temporary  expedients,  looking  to  the  sup- 
ply of  the  necessities  of  the  treasury;  or,  so  far  as 
any  of  them  possess  a permanent  character,  its 
tendency  is  rather  to  aggravate  than  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  people.  None  of  them  proposes 
to  rectify  the  disorders  in  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country;  but  the  people,  the  states,  and  their 
banks,  are  left  to  shift  for  themselves  as  they  may 
or  can.  The  administration,  after  having  inter- 
vened between  the  states  and  their  banks,  and 
taken  them  into  the  federal  service,  without  the 
consent  of  the  states;  after  having  puffed  and  praised 
them;  after  having  brought  them,  or  contributed  to 
bring  them,  info  their  present  situation,-  now  sud- 
denly turns  its  back  upon  them,  leaving  them  to 
their  fate!  It  is  nor  content  with  that;  it  must  ab- 
solutely discredit  their  issues.  And  (he  very  peo- 
ple who  were  told  by  the  administration  that  these 
banks  would  supply  them  with  a better  currency, 
are  now  left  to  struggle  as  they  can  with  the  very 
currency  which  the  government  recommended  to 
tfiein,  but  which  it  now  refuses  itself  to  receive! 

The  professed  object  of  the  administration  is  to 
established  what  it  terms  the  currency  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  it  proposes  to  accomplish  by  re- 
stricting the  federal  government,  in  all  receipts  and 
payments,  to  the  exclusive  use  of  specie,  and  by 
refusing  all  bank  paper,  whether  convertible  or  not. 
It  disclaims  all  purposes  of  crippling  or  putting 
down  the  banks  of  the  states;  but  we  shall  batter 
determine  the  design  or  the  effect  of  the  measures 
recommended  by  considering  them  together,  as  one 
system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-treasuries,  which  are  to  be 
made  the  depositories  of  all  the  specie  collected 
and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, discrediting  and  refusing  all  the  notes  of  the 
states,  although  payable  and  paid  in  specie. 

2.  A bankrupt  law  for  the  United  States,  levelled 
at  all  the  state  banks,  and  authorizing  the  seizure  of 
the  effects  of  any  of  them  that  stop  payment,  and 
the  administration  of  their  effects  under’the  federal 
authority  exclusively. 


3.  A particular  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  which  all  the  corporations  and  people  of  the 
District  under  severe  pains  and  penalties,  are  pro- 
hibited from  circulating,  sixty  days  after  the  passage 
of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever  not  convertible  into 
specie  on  demand,  and  are  made  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion by  indictment. 

4.  And  lastly,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  to  the  states,  by  the  provisions 
of  which  the  deposite  banks  indebted  to  the  govern- 
ment are  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  this  system  without 
perceiving  that  it  is  aimed  at,  and,  if  carried  out, 
must  terminate  in,  the  total  subversion  of  the  state 
banks;  and  that  they  will  be  all  placed  at  the  mercy 
of  the  federal  government.  It  is  in  vain  to  protest 
that  there  exists  no  design  against  them.  The  ef- 
fect of  these  measures  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

And  why  this  new  experiment  or  untried  expe- 
dient? The  people  of  this  country  are  tired  of  ex- 
periments. Ought  not  the  administration  itself  to 
cease  with  them?  Ought  it  not  to  take  warning  from 
the  events  of  recent  elections?  Above  all,  should 
not  the  senate,  constituted  as  it  now  is,  be  the  last 
body  to  lend  itself  to  further  experiments  upon  the 
business  and  happiness  of  this  great  people?  Ac- 
cording to  the  latest  expression  of  public  opinion  in 
the  several  states,  the  senate  is  no  longer  a true 
exponent  of  the  will  of  the  states  or  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  it  were,  there  would  be  thirty-two  or  thir- 
ty-four whigs  to  eighteen  or  twenty  friends  of  the 
administration. 

Is  it  desirable  to  banish  a convertible  paper  me- 
dium, and  to  substitute  the  precious  metals  as  the 
sole  currency  to  be  used  in  all  the  vast  extent  of 
varied  business  of  this  entire  country?  I think  not. 
The  quantity  of  precious  metals  in  the  world,  look- 
ing to  our  fair  distributive  share  of  them,  is  wholly 
insufficient.  A convertible  paper  is  a great  time- 
saving and  labor-saving  instrument,  independent  of 
its  superior  advantages  in  transfers  and  remittances. 
A friend,  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  informed 
me  of  a single  hank  whose  payments  and  receipts 
in  one  day  amounted  to  two  millions  of  dollars. 
What  time  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  count 
such  avast  sum?  The  payments,  in  the  circle  of  a 
year,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  were  estimated  se- 
veral years  ago  at  fifteen  hundred  millions.  IIow 
many  men  and  how  many  days  would  be  necessary 
to  count  such  a sum?  A young,  growing,  and  enter- 
prising people,  like  those  of  the  United  States, 
u3hre  than  any  other,  need  the  use  of  those  credits 
which  are  incident  to  a sound  paper  system.  Cre- 
dit is  the  friend  of  indigent  merit.  Of  all  fiations, 
Great  Britain  has  most  freely  used  the  crpdit  sys- 
tem; and  of  all  she  is  the  most  prosperous.  We 
must  cease  to  be  a commercial  people;  we  must 
separate,  divorce  ourselves  from  the  commercial 
world,  ami  throw  ourselves  back  for  centuries,  if 
we  restrict  our  business  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
specie. 

It  is  objected  against  a convertible  paper  system, 
that  it  is  liable  to  expansions  and  contractions;  and 
that  the  consequence  is  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices, 
and  sudden  fortunes  or  sudden  ruin.  But  it  is  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  specie  which  forms  the 
basis  of  paper,  that  occasions  these  fluctuations. 
If  specie  alone  were  the  medium  of  circulation,  the 
same  importation  or  exportation  of  it  would  make 
it  plenty  or  scarce,  and  affect  prices  in  the  same 
manner.  The  nominal  or  apparent  prices  might 
vary  in  figures,  but  the  sensation  upon  the  commu- 
nity would  be  as  great  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other.  These  alternations  do  not  result,  therefore, 
from  the  nature  of  the  medium,  whether  that  be 
specie  exclusively,  or  paper  convertible  into  specie, 
but  from  the  operations  of  commerce.  It  is  com- 
merce, at  last,  that  is  chargeable  with  expansions 
and  contractions;  and  against  commerce,  and  not  its 
instrument,  should  opposition  be  directed. 

I have  heard  it  urged  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Qalhoun)  with  no  little  surprise, 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  a convertible 
paper  would  not  answer  for  a currency,  but  that 
the  true  standard  of  value  was  to  be  found  in 
a paper  medium  not  convertible  into  the  pre- 
cious metals.  If  there  be,  in  regard  to  currency, 
one  truth  which  the  united  experience  of  the  whole 
commercial  world  has  established,  I had  supposed 
it  to  be  that  emissions  of  pure  paper  money  consti- 
tuted the  very  worst  of  all  conceivable  species  of 
currency.  The  objections  to  it  are:  First,  that  it 
is  impracticable  to  ascertain,  a priori,  what  amount 
can  be  issued  without  depreciation;  and,  secondly, 
that  there  is  no  adequate  security,  and,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  none  can  exist,  against  excessive 
issues.  The  paper  money  of  North  Carolina,  to 
which  the  senator  referred,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation which  I have  received,  did  depreciate.  It 


was  called  Proc.,  an  abbreviation  of  the  authority 
under  which  it  was  put  lorth,  and  it  took  one  and 
a half  and  sometimes  two  dollars  of  Proc.  to  pur- 
chase one  in  specie.  But  if  any  one  desires  to  un- 
derstand perfectly  the  operation  of  a purely  paper 
currency,  let  him  study  the  history  of  the  bank  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky.  It  was  estab- 
lished about  15  or  16  years  ago,  with  the  consent  of 
a majority  of  the  people  of  that  state.  It  is  winding 
up  and  closing  its  career,  with  the  almost  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  whole  people.  It  had  an 
authority  to  issue,  and  did  issue,  notes  to  the  amount 
of  about  two  millions  of  dollars.  These  notes,  upon 
their  face,  purported  an  obligation  of  the  bank  to 
pay  the  holder,  on  demand,  the  amount  in  specie; 
but  it  was  well  known  that  they  would  not  be  so 
paid.  As  a security  for  their  ultimate  payment, 
there  were,  1st,  the  notes  of  individuals  supposed  to 
he  well  secured,  every  note  put  cut  by  the  bank 
being  represented  by  an  individual  note  discounted. 
2d.  The  funds  of  the  state  in  a prior  state  bank, 
amounting  to  about  half  a million  of  dollars.  3d. 
The  proceeds  of  a large  body  of  waste  lands  be- 
longing to  the  state.  And  4th.  The  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  state  and  public  dues,  all  of  which  were 
payable  in  the  notes  of  the  Commonwealth  bank. 

Notwithstanding  this  apparently  solid  provision 
for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  they 
began  to  depreciate  shortljr  alter  it  commenced 
operation,  and  in  the  course  of  a few  months  they 
sunk  as  low  as  fifty  per  cent. — two  dollars  for  one 
specie  dollar.  They  continued  depreciated  for  a 
long  time,  until  after  large  amounts  of  them  were 
called  in  and  burnt.  They  then  rose  in  value,  and 
now,  when  there  is  only  some  fifty  or  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  out,  they  have  risen  to  about  par. 
This  is  owing  to  the  demand  for  them,  created  by 
the  wants  of  the  remaining  debtors  to  the  bank, 
and  their  receivability  in  payment  for  taxes.  The 
result  of  the  experiment  is,  that,  although  it  is  pos- 
sible to  sustain  at  about  par  a purely  paper  me- 
dium to  some  amount,  if  the  legislative  authority 
which  creates  it  will  also  create  a demand  for  it,  it 
is  impracticable  to  adjust  tbe  proportions  of  supply 
and  demand  so  as  to  keep  it  at  par;  and  that  the  ten- 
dency is  always  to  an  excess  of  issue.  The  result, 
with  the  people  of  Kentucky,  has  been  a general 
conviction  of  the  mischiefs  of  all  issues  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium. 

Is  it  practicable  for  the  federal  government  to  put 
down  the  state  banks,  and  to  introduce  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency?  In  the  operations  of  this  govern- 
ment, we  should  ever  bear  in  mind  that  political 
power  is  distributed  between  it  and  the  states,  and 
that,  whilst  our  duties  are  few  and  clearly  defined, 
the  great  mass  of  legislative  authority  abides  with 
the  states.  Their  banks  exist  without  us,  inde- 
pendent of  us,  and  in  spite  of  us.  We  have  no 
constitutional  power  or  right  to  put  them  down. 
Why,  then,  seek  their  destruction,  openly  or  secret- 
ly, directly  or  indirectly,  by  discrediting  their  is- 
sues, and  by  bankrupt  law's,  and  bills  ot  pains  and 
penalities?  What  are  these  banks  now  so  decried 
and  denounced?  Intruders,  aliens,  enemies  that 
have  found  their  w'ayinto  the  bosom  of  our  country 
against  our  will?  Reduced  to  their  elements,  and 
the  analysis  shows  that  they  consist:  1st,  of  stock- 
holders; 2d.  debtors;  and  3d.  bill-holders  and  other 
creditors.  In  some  one  of  these  three  relations,  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
stand.  In  making  war  upon  the  banks,  therefore, 
you  wage  war  upon  the  people  of  the  U.  States.  It 
is  not  a mere  abstraction  that  you  would  kick 
and  cuff,  bankrupt  and  destroy,  but  a sensitive, 
generous,  confiding  people,  who  are  anxiously 
turning  their  eyes  towards  you,  and  imploring  re- 
lief. Every  blow  that  you  inflict  upon  the  banks 
reaches  them.  Press  the  banks,  and  you  press 
them. 

True  wisdom,  it  seems  to  me,  requires  that  w'e 
should  not  seek  afterifwe  could  discover  unattain- 
able abstract  perfection;  but  should  look  to  what  is 
practicable  in  human  affairs,  and  accommodate  our 
legislation  to  the  irreversible  condition  of  things. 
Since  the  states  and  the  people  have  their  banks 
and  w'ill  have  them,  and  since  we  have  no  consti- 
tutional authority  to  put  them  down,  our  duty  is  to 
come  to  their  relief  when  in  embarrassment,  and  to 
exert  all  our  legitimate  pow'ers  to  sustain  and  ena- 
ble them  to  perform,  in  the  most  beneficial  manner, 
the  purposes  of  their  institution.  We  should  em- 
bank, not  destroy,  the  fertilizing  stream  which  some- 
times threatens  an  inundation. 

We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  separate,  di- 
vorce the  government  from  the  banks.  Let  us  not 
be  deluded  by  sounds.  Senators  might  as  well  talk 
of  separating  the  government  from  the  states,  or 
from  the  people,  or  from  the  country.  We  are  all 
— people — states — union — banks,  bound  up  and  in- 
terwoven together,  united  in  fortune  and  destiny, 
and  all,  all  entitled  to  the  protecting  care  of  a pa- 
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rental  government.  You  may  as  well  attempt  to 
make  the  government  breathe  a different  air,  drink  a 
different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a different  sun 
from  the  people!  A hard  money  government  and 
a paper  money  people!  A government,  an  official 
corps — the  servants  of  the  people — glittering  in 
gold,  and  the  people  themselves,  their  masters,  bu- 
ried in  ruin,  and  surrounded  with  rags. 

No  prudent  or  practical  government  will  in  its 
measures  run  counter  to  the  long  settled  habits  and 
usages  of  the  people.  Religion,  language,  laws, 
the  established  currency  and  business  of  a whole 
country,  cannot  be  easily  or  suddenly  uprooted. 
After  the  denomination  of  our  coin  was  changed  to 
dollars  and  cents,  many  years  elapsed  before  the 
old  method  of  keeping  accounts,  in  pounds,  shil- 
lings and  pence,  was  abandoned.  And,  to  this  day, 
there  are  probably  some  men  of  the  last  century 
who  adhere  to  it.  If  a fundamental  change  be- 
comes necessary,  it  should  not  be  sudden,  but  con- 
ducted by  slow  and  cautious  degrees.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  have  been  always  a paper  mo- 
ney people.  It  was  paper  money  that  carried  us 
through  the  revolution,  established  our  liberties, 
and  made  us  a free  and  independent  people.  And, 
if  the  experience  of  the  revolutionary  war  convin- 
ced our  ancestors,  as  we  are  convinced,  of  the  evils 
of  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  it  was  put  aside 
only  to  give  place  to  that  convertible  paper  which 
has  so  powerfully  contributed  to  our  rapid  advance- 
ment, prosperity  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  substitution  of  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency,  to  the  mixed  medium  with  which  we 
have  been  so  long  familiar,  is  forbidden  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  eternal  justice.  Assuming  the  currency 
of  the  country  to  consist  of  two-thirds  of  paper  and 
one  of  specie;  and  assuming  also  that  the  money  of 
a country,  whatever  maybe  its  component  parts, 
regulates  all  values,  and  expresses  the  true  amount 
which  the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  creditor,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  change  upon  that  relation,  and  upon  the 
property  of  the  country,  would  be  most  ruinous. 
All  property  would  be  reduced  in  value  to  one-third 
of  its  present  nominal  amount;  and  every  debtor 
■would,  in  effect,  have  to  pay  three  times  as  much 
as  he  had  contracted  for.  The  pressure  of  our  for- 
eign debt  would  be  three  times  as  great  as  it  is, 
whilst  the  six  hundred  millions,  which  is  about  the 
sum  now  probably  due  to  the  banks  from  the  peo- 
ple, would  be  multiplied  into  eighteen  hundred 
millions. 

But  there  are  some  more  specific  objections  to 
this  project  of  sub-treasuries,  which  deserve  to  be 
noticed.  The  first  is  its  insecurity.  The  sub-trea- 
surer and  his  bondsmen  constitute  the  only  guaranty 
for  the  safety  of  the  immense  sums  of  public  money 
which  pass  through  his  hands.  Is  this  to  be  com- 
pared with  that  which  is  possessed  through  the  agen- 
cy of  banks?  The  collector,  who  is  to  be  the  sub- 
treasurer, pays  the  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank 
to  the  disbursing  officer.  Here  are  three  checks; 
you  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  that  most 
important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  machinery  of 
president,  directors,  cashier,  felled  and  clerks,  all  of 
whom  are  so  many  sentinels.  At  the  very  moment 
when  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  tells  us  how  well 
his  sub- treasury  system  works,  he  has  communicated 
to  congress  a circular/signed  by  himself,  exhibiting 
his  distrust  in  it;  for  he  directs  in  that  circular  that 
the  public  moneys,  when  they  amount  to  a large 
sum,  shall  be  specially  deposited  with  those  very 
banks  which  he  would  repudiate.  In  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  (other  gentlemen  can  speak  of  their  re- 
spective states,)  although  it  has  existed  but  about 
forty-five  years,  three  treasurers,  selected  by  the 
legislature  for  their  established  characters  of  honor 
and  probity,  proved  faithless.  And  the  history  of 
the  delinquency  of  one  is  the  history  of  all.  It  com- 
menced in  human  weakness,  yielding  to  earnest  so- 
licitations for  temporary  loans,  with  the  most  posi- 
tive assurances  of  a punctual  return.  In  no  instance 
was  there  originally  any  intention  to  defraud  the 
public.  We  should  not  expose  poor  weak  human 
nature  to  such  temptations.  How  easy  will  it  be, 
as  has  been  done,  to  indemnify  the  sureties  out  of 
the  public  money,  and  squander  the  residue? 

2.  Then  there  is  the  liability  to  favoritism.  In 
the  receipts,  a political  partisan  or  friend  may  be 
accommodated  in  the  payment  of  duties,  in  the  dis- 
bursement, in  the  purchase  of  bills,  in  drafts  upon 
convenient  and  favorable  offices,  and  in  a thousand 
ways. 

3.  The  fearful  increase  of  executive  patronage. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  new  officers  are  to  be 
created;  for  this  bill  is  a mere  commencement  of  the 
system,  and  all  are  to  be  placed  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  president. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
thinks  that  the  executive  13  now  weak,  and  that 
no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  its  patronage. 
I wish  to  God  I could  see  the  subject  in  the  same 


light  that  he  does.  I wish  that  I could  feel  free 
from  that  alarm  at  executive  encroachments  by 
which  he  and  I were  so  recently  animated.  When 
and  how,  let  me  ask,  has  that  power,  lately  so  fear- 
ful and  formidable,  suddenly  become  so  weak  and 
harmless?  Where  is  that  corps  of  one  hundred 
thousand  office-holders  and  dependents,  whose  or- 
ganized strength,  directed  by  the  will  of  a single 
man,  was  lately'-  held  up  in  such  vivid  colors  and 
powerful  language  by  a report  made  by  the  senator 
himself?  W'hen  were  they  disbanded?  What  has 
become  of  proscription?  Its  victims  may  be  ex- 
hausted, but  the  spirit  and  the  power  which  sacri- 
ficed them  remain  unsubdued.  What  of  the  dis- 
missing power?  What  of  the  veto?  Of  that  practice 
of  withholding  bills,  contrary  to  the  constitution, 
still  more  reprehensible  than  the  abuses  of  the  veto? 
Of  treasury  orders,  put  in  force  and  maintained  in 
defiance  and  contempt  of  the  legislative  authority? 
And,' although  last,  not  least,  of  that  expunging 
power  which  degraded  the  senate,  and  placed  it  at 
the  feet  of  the  executive? 

Which  of  all  these  enormous  powers  and  preten- 
sions has  the  present  chief  magistrate  disavowed? 
So  far  from  disclaiming  any  one  of  them,  has  he  not 
announced  his  intention  to  follow  in  the  very  foot- 
steps of  his  predecessor?  And  has  he  not  done  it? 
Was  it  against  the  person  of  Andrew  Jackson  that 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina  so  ably  co-operated 
with  us?  No,  sir,  no,  sir,  no.  It  was  against  his 
usurpations,  as  we  believed  them,  against  his  arbi- 
trary administration,  above  all,  against  that  tremen- 
dous and  frightful  augmentation  of  the  power  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government,  that  we  patri- 
otically but  vainly  contended.  The  person  of  the 
chief  magistrate  is  changed,  but  there  stands  the 
executive  power,  perpetuated  in  all  its  vast  magni- 
tude, undiminished,  re-asserted,  and  overshadowing 
all  the  other  departments  of  the  government. 
Every  trophy  which  the  late  president  won  from 
them  now  decorates  the  executive  mansion.  Every 
power,  which  he  tore  from  a bleeding  constitution, 
is  now  in  the  executive  armory,  ready,  as  time  and 
occasion  may  prompt  the  existing  incumbent,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  to  be  thundered  against  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
course  of  others,  I owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth  to 
say,  that,  in  deprecating  the  election  of  gen.  Andrew 
Jackson  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  it  was  not 
from  any  private  considerations,  but  because  I consi- 
dered it  would  be  a great  calamity  to  my  country;  and 
that,  in  whatever  opposition  I made  to  the  measures 
of  his  administration,  which  more  than  realized^cny 
very  worst  apprehensions,  I was  guided  solely  by 
a sense  of  public  duty.  And  I do  now  declare  my 
solemn  and  unshaken  conviction  that,  until  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  as  enlarged,  extended,  and  consoli- 
dated by  him,  is  reduced  within  its  true  constitution- 
al limits,  there  is  no  permanent  security  for  the  lib- 
erties and  happiness  of  this  people. 

4.  Lastly,  pass  this  bill,  and  whatever  divorce  its 
friends  may  profess  to  be  its  aim,  that  perilous  union 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  justly  dreaded  by 
our  British  and  revolutionary  ancestors,  becomes 
absolute  and  complete.  And  who  can  doubt  it  who 
knows  that  over  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at 
Washington,  and  every  sub-treasurer,  the  president 
claims  the  power  to  exercise  uncontrolled  sway? 
To  exact  implicit  obedience  to  his  will? 

The  message  states  that,  in  the  process  both  of 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  officers  who  perform  it  act  under  the  executive 
commands;  and  it  argues  that,  therefore,  the  custo- 
dy also  of  the  treasury  might  as  well  be  confided  to 
the  executive  care.  I think  the  safer  conclusion  is 
directly  opposite.  The  possession  of  so  much  pow- 
er over  the  national  treasure  is  just  cause  of  regret, 
and  furnishes  a strong  reason  for  diminishing  it,  it 
possible,  but  none  for  its  increase,  none  for  giving 
the  whole  power  over  the  purse  to  the  chief  magis- 
trate. 

Hitherto  I have  considered  this  scheme  of  sub- 
treasuries  as  if  it  was  only  what  its  friends  repre^ 
sent  it — -a  system  solely  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing, keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  money,  in 
specie  exclusively,  without  any  bank  agency  what- 
ever. But  it  is  manifest  that  it  is  destined  to  be- 
come, if  it  be  not  designed  to  be,  a vast  and  ramified 
connexion  of  government  banks,  of  which  the  prin- 
cipal will  be  at  Washington,  and  every  sub-treasu- 
rer will  be  a branch.  The  secretary  is  authorized 
to  draw  on  the  several  sub-treasurers  in  payment 
for  all  the  disbursements  of  government.  No  law 
restricts  him  as  to  the  amount  or  form  of  his  dratts 
or  checks.  He  may  throw  them  into  amounts  suit- 
ed to  the  purposes  of  circulation,  and  give  them  all 
the  appearance  and  facilities  of  bank  notes.  Of 
all  the  branches  of  this  system,  that  at  New  York 
will  be  the  most  important,  since  about  one-half  ot 
the  duties  is  collected  there.  Drafts  on  New  York 


are  at  par,  or  command  a premium  from  every  point 
of  the  union.  It  is  the  great  money  centre  of  the 
country.  Issued  in  convenieutsums,  they  will  cir- 
culate throughout  the  whole  union  as  bank  notes, 
and,  as  long  as  confidence  is  reposed  in  them,  will 
be  preferred  to  the  specie  which  their  holders  have 
a right  to  demand.  They  will  supply  a general 
currency,  fill  many  of  the  channels  of  circulation, 
be  a substitute  for  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  supplant,  to  a great  extent,  the  use  of 
bank  notes.  The  necessities  of  the  people  will 
constrain  them  to  use  them.  In  this  way,  they  will 
remain  a long  time  in  circulation;  and  in  a few 
years  we  shall  see  an  immense  portion  of  the  whole 
specie  of  the  country  concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
the  branch  bank — that  is,  the  sub-treasurer,  at  New 
York,  and  represented  by  an  equal  amount  of  go- 
vernment paper  dispersed  throughout  the  country. 
The  responsibility  of  the  sub- treasurer  will  be  con- 
sequently greatly  increased,  and  the  government 
will  remain  bound  to  guaranty  the  redemption  of 
all  the  drafts,  checks,  or  notes  (whatever  may  be 
their  denomination)  emitted  upon  the  faith  of  the 
money  in  his  custody,  and,  of  course,  will  be  subject 
to  the  hazard  of  the  loss  of  the  amount  ot  specie  in 
the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurer.  If,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  system,  the  holders  of  this  go- 
vernment paper  shall  be  required  to  present  it  for 
payment  in  coin,  within  a specified  time,  it  will  be 
found  inconvenient  or  impracticable  to  enforce  the 
restriction,  and  it  will  be  ultimately  abandoned. 

Is  the  senate  prepared  to  consent  to  place  not 
only  all  the  specie  that  may  be  collected  lor  the  re- 
venue of  the  country,  at  the  will  of  the  president, 
or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  the  custody  of  per- 
sons acting  in  obedience  to  his  will,  hut  to  put  him 
at  the  head  of  the  most  powerful  and  influential 
system  of  government  banks  that  ever  existed? 

It  is  said,  in  the  message,  that  government  is  not 
bound  to  supply  the  country  with  the  exchanges 
which  are  necessary  to  the  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness. But  was  that  the  language  held  during  the 
progress  of  the  contest  with  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States?  Was  not  the  expectation  held  out 
to  the  people  that  they  would  be  supplied  with  a 
better  currency,  and  with  better  regulated  ex- 
change? And  did  not  both  the  late  president  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  dwell,  with  particular 
satisfaction,  in  several  messages  and  reports,  upon 
the  improvement  of  the  currency,  the  greater 
amount  in  exchange,  and  the  reduction  of  the  rates, 
under  the  operation  of  the  state  bank  system,  than 
existed  under  the  bank  of  the  United  States?  In- 
stead of  fulfilling  his  promises  then  held  out,  the 
government  now  wraps  itself  up  in  its  dignity — tells 
the  people  that  they  expect  too  much  of  it;  that  it 
is  not  its  business  to  furnish  exchanges;  and  that 
they  may  look  to  Europe  for  the  manner  in  which, 
through  the  agency  of  private  bankers,  the  com- 
merce and  business  of  its  countries  are  supplied 
with  exchange.  We  are  advised  to  give  up  our 
American  mode  of  transacting  business,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  banking  corporations,  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  are 
happily  blended,  and  to  establish  bankers  similar  to 
the  Hopes,  the  Barings,  the  Rothschilds,  the  Ho- 
tinguers,  of  Europe;  houses  which  require  years  or 
ages  to  form  and  to  put  in  successful  operation, 
and  whose  vast  overgrown  capitals,  possessed  by 
the  rich  exclusively  of  the  poor,  control  the  desti- 
ny of  nations  and  determine  the  fate  of  empires. 

Having,  I think,  Mr.  President,  shown  that  the 
project  of  the  administration  is  neither  desirable, 
nor  practicable,  nor  within  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  the  general  government,  nor  just;  and  that  it 
is  contraiy  to  the  habits  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  I might 
here  close  my  remarks;  but  I conceive  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  a patriotic  opposition  not  to  •confine  itself 
merely  to  urging  objections  against  measures  to 
promote  the  general  prosperity,  brought  forward  by 
those  in  power.  It  has  further  and  higher  duties  to 
perform.  There  may  be  circumstances  in  which 
the  opposition  is  bound  formally  to  present  such 
measures  as,  in  itsjudgment,  are  demanded  by  the 
exigency  of  the  times;  but  if  it  lias  just  reason  to 
believe  that  they  would  be  unacceptable  to  those 
who  alone  can  adopt  them,  and  give  them  effect, 
the  opposition  will  discharge  its  duty  by  suggest- 
ing what  it  believes  ought  to  be  done  for  the  public 
good. 

I know,  sir,  that  I have  friends  whose  partiality 
has  induced  them  to  hope  that  I would  be  able  to 
bring  forward  some  healing  measure  for  the  disor- 
ders which  unhappily  prevail,  that  might  prove  ac- 
ceptable. I wish  to  God  that  T could  realize  this 
hope,  but  I cannot.  The  disease  is  of  such  an 
alarining  character  as  to  require  more  skill  than  I 
possess;  and  f regret  to  be  compelled  to  fear  that 
there  is  no  effectual  remedy  but  that  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  suffering  patient  himself. 
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Still,  under  a deep  sense  ol  the  obligation  to 
which  I have  referred,  1 declare  that,  alter  the 
most  deliberate  and  anxious  consideration  of  which 
I am  capable,  i can  conceive  of  no  adequate  remedy 
which  does  not  comprehend  a national  bank  as  an 
essentia!  part.  It  appears  to  me  that  a national 
bank,  with  such  modifications  as  experience  has 
pointed  out,  and  particularly  such  as  would  limit 
its  profits,  exclude  foreign  influence  in  the  govern- 
ment of  it,  and  give  publicity  to  its  transactions,  is 
the  only  safe  and  certain  remedy  that  can  be  adopt- 
ed. The  great  want  of  the  country  is  a general 
and  uniform  currency,  and  a point  ol  union;  a sen- 
tinel, a regulator  of  the  issues  of  the  local  banks; 
and  that  would  be  supplied  by  such  an'  institution. 

I am  not  going  now  to  discuss,  as  an  original 
question,  the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to 
establish  a national  bank.  In  human  allairs  there 
are  some  questions,  and  I think  this  is  one,  that 
ought  to  be  held  as  terminated.  Four  several 
decisions  of  congress  affirming  the  power,  the 
concurrence  of  every  other  department  of  the 
government,  the  approbation  of  the  people,  the 
concurrence  of  both  the  great  parties  into  which 
the  country  has  been  divided,  and  forty  years  of 
prosperous  experience  with  such  a bank,  appear  to 
me  to  settle  the  controversy,  if  any  controversy  is 
ever  to  be  settled.  Twenty-two  years  ago  Mr. 
Madison,  whose  opposition  to  the  first  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  well  known,  in  a message  to  con- 
gress, said: 

“Waiving  the  question  of  the  constitutional  au- 
thority of  the  legislature  to  establish  an  incorporat- 
ed bank,  as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by 
repeated  recognitions,  under  varied  circumstances, 
of  the  validity  of  such  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  branches  ot  the 
government,  accompanied  by  indications,  in  differ- 
ent modes,  of  a correspondence  of  the  general  will 
of  the  nation;  the  proposed  bank  does  not  appear 
to  be  calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  of  reviving 
the  public  credit,  of  providing  a national  medium 
of  circulation,  and  of  aiding  the  treasury  by  facili- 
tating (he  indispensable  anticipations  of  revenue, 
and  by  affording  to  the  public  more  durable  loans.” 

To  all  the  considerations  upon  which  he  then  re- 
lied, in  treating  it  as  a settled  question,  are  now  to 
be  added  two  distinct  and  distant  subsequent  ex- 
pressions of  the  deliberate  opinion  of  a republican 
congress,  two  solemn  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  twenty  years  of  success- 
ful experience,  and  disastrous  consequences  quick- 
ly following  the  discontinuance  of  the  bank. 

I have  been  present,  as  a member  of  congress,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  termination  of  the  charters  of 
both  the  bank's  ^.f  Uultcil  Slates;  Look:  part  in 
the  discussion  to  which  they  gave  rise,  and  had  an 
opportunity  of  extensively  knowing  the  opinions  of 
members;  and  I declare  my  deliberate  conviction 
that,  upon  neither  was  there  one-third  of  the  mem- 
bers in  either  house  who  entertained  the  opinion 
that  congress  did  not  possess  the  constitutional 
power  to  charter  a bank. 

But  it  is  contended  that,  however  indispensable 
a bank  of  the  United  States  may  b°  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  the  president’s 
opinion  agiinst  it  opposes  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution. 

It  will  indeed  be  unfortunate  if  the  only  measure 
which  can  bring  relief  to  the  people  should  be  pre- 
vented by  the  magistrate,  whose  elevated  station 
should  render  him  the  most  anxious  man  in  the  na- 
tion to  redress  existing  grievances. 

The  opinion  of  the  president  which  is  relied 
upon  is  that  contained  in  his  celebrated  letter  to 
the  bon.  S.  Williams,  and  that  which  is  expressed  in 
the  message  before  us.  I must  say,  with  all  proper 
deference,  that  no  man,  prior  to  or  after  his. election 
to  the  chief  magistracy,  has  a right  to  say,  in  ad- 
vance, that  he  would  not  approve  of  a particular  bill, 
if  it  were  passed  by  congress.  An  annunciation  of 
such  a purpose  is  premature,  and  contrary  to  the 
spirit,  if  not  the  express  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion. According  to  that  instrument,  the  participa- 
tion of  the  president  in  the  legislative  power — his 
right  to  pass  upon  a bill — is  subsequent,  and  not 
previous  to  the  deliberations  of  congress.  The 
constitutional  provision  is  that,  when  a bill  shall 
have  passed  both  houses,  it  shall  be  presented  to 
the  president  for  his  approval  or  rejection.  His 
right  to  pass  upon  it  results  from  the  presentation 
of  the  bill,  and  is  not  acquired  until  it  is  presented. 
What  would  be  thought  of  the  judge  who,  before  a 
cause  is  brought  before  the  court,  should  announce 
bis  intention  to  decide  in  favor  of  a named  party? 
Or  ot  the  senate,  which  shares  the  appointing  pow- 
er, if  it  should,  before  a nomination  of  a particular 
individual  is  made  for  on  office,  pass  a resolution 
that  it  would  not  approve  the  nomination  of  that 
individual? 


It  is  clear  that  the  president  places  his  repug- 
nance to  a bank  of  the  United  States  mainly  upon 
the  ground  that  the  popular  will  has  been  twice 
“solemnly  and  unequivocally  expressed”  against  it. 
In  this  I think  the  president  is  mistaken.  The 
two  occasions  to  which  he  is  understood  to  refer, 
are  the  election  of  general  Andrew  Jackson  in 
1832,  and  in  his  own  election  in  1836.  Now,  as  to 
the  first,  there  was  not,  before  it  took  place,  any 
unequivocal  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  late 
president  against  a national  bank.  There  was,  in 
fact,  a contrary  expression.  In  the  veto  message, 
president  Jackson  admitted  the  public  convenience 
of  a bank;  stated  that  lie  did  not  find  in  the  renew- 
ed charter  such  modifications  as  could  secure  his 
approbation,  and  added  that,  if  lie  had  been  applied 
to,  he  could  have  furnished  the  model  of  a bank 
that  would  answer  the  purposes  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. In  supporting  his  re-election,  therefore,  the 
people  did  not  intend,  by  the  exercise  of  their  suf- 
frage, to  deprive  themselves  of  a national  bank. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  within  my  own  knowledge, 
that  many  voted  for  him  who  believed  in  the  neces- 
sity of  a bank  quite  as  much  as  I do.  And  I am 
perfectly  persuaded  that  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  sustained  his  re-election  under  the  full 
expectation  that  a national  bank  would  be  establish- 
ed during  his  second  term. 

Nor,  sir,  can  I think  that  the  election  of  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate  ought  to  be  taken  as  evidence 
that  tile  people  are  against  a bank.  Tbe  most  that 
fairly  can  be  asserted  is,  that  he  was  elected,  the 
expression  of  bis  opinion  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams notwithstanding.  The  question  of  the  elec- 
tion of  a chief  magistrate  is  a complex  question, 
and  one  of  compensations  and  comparison.  All 
his  opinions,  all  his  qualifications  are  taken  into 
consideration,  and  compared  with  those  of  his  com- 
petitors. And  nothing  more  is  decided  by  the  peo- 
ple than  that  the  person  elected  is  preferred  amongst 
the  several  candidates.  They  take  him  as  a man 
takes  his  wife,  for  better  for  worse,  with  all  the 
good  and  bad  opinions  and  qualities  which  he  pos- 
sesses. You  might  as  well  argue  that  the  election 
of  a particular  person  to  the  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate implies  that  his  figure,  form,  and  appearance 
exhibit  the  standard  of  human  perfection,  as  to 
contend  that  it  sanctions  and  approves  every  opin- 
ion which  he  may  have  publicly  expressed  on  pub- 
lic affairs.  It  is  somewhat  ungrateful  to  the  people 
to  suppose  that  the  particular  opinion  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  regard  to  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
constituted  any,  much  less  the  chief  recommenda- 
tion of  him  to  their  suffrages.  It  would  be  more 
honorable  to  him  and  to  them  to  suppose  that  it 
proceeded  from  his  eminent  abilities,  and  bio  dis- 
tinguished services  at  home  and  abroad.  If  we  are 
to  look  beyond  them  and  beyond  him,  many  believe 
that  the  most  influential  cause  of  his  election  was 
the  endorsement  of  that  illustrious  predecessor,  in 
whose  footsteps  he  stands  pledged  to  follow. 

No,  sir,  no;  the  simple  and  naked  question  of  a 
bank  or  no  bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  and  “twice  solemnly  and  une- 
quivocally” decided  against  by  them.  I firmly  be- 
lieve that  if  such  a question  were  now  submitted 
to  them,  the  response  of  a vast  majority  would  be 
in  the  affirmative.  I hope,  however,  that  no  bank 
will  be  established  or  proposed,  unless  there  shall 
be  a clear  and  undisputed  majority  of  the  people 
and  of  the  states  in  favor  of  such  an  institution. 
If  there  be  one  wanted,  and  an  unequivocal  mani- 
festation be  made  of  the  popular  will  that  it  is  de- 
sired, a bank  will  be  established.  The  president’s 
opposition  to  it  is  founded  principally  upon  the 
presumed  opposition  of  the  people.  Let  them  de- 
monstrate that  he  is  mistaken,  and  he  will  not  sepa- 
rate himself  from  them.  He  is  too  good  a demo- 
crat, and  the  tenor  of  his  whole  life  shows  that, 
whatever  other  divorces  he  may  recommend,  the 
last  that  he  would  desire  would  be  one  between 
him  and  the  people.  Should  this  not  prove  to  he 
the  case,  and  if  a majority  should  not  exist  suffi- 
ciently large  to  pass  a hank  charter  in  spite  of  the 
veto,  the  ultimate  remedy  will  remain  to  the  people 
to  change  their  rulers,  if  their  rulers  will  not  change 
their  opinions . 

But,  during  this  debate,  it  has  been  contended 
that  the  establishment  of  a new  bank  of  the  United 
States  would  aggravate  existing  distresses;  and  that 
the.  specie  necessary  to  put  it  in  operation  could 
not  be  obtained  without  prejudice  to  the  local  hanks. 

What  is  the  relief  for  which  all  heads  are  now 
so  anxiously  throbbing?  It  is  to  put  the  banks 
again  in  motion;  to  restore  exchanges,  and  revive 
the  drooping  business  of  the  country.  And  what 
are  the  obstacles?  They  are,  first,  the  foreign  debt, 
and;  secondly,  a want  of  confidence.  If  the  banks 
were  to  reopen  their  vaults,  it  is  apprehended  that 
the  specie  would  immediately  he  exported  to  Eu- 
rope to  discharge  the  foreign  debt.  Now,  il  a bank 


of  the  United  States  were  established,  with  a suita- 
ble capital,  the  stock  of  that  bank  itself  would 
form  one  of  the  best  subjects  of  remittance;  and 
an  amount  of  it  equal  to  what  remains  of  tbe  fo- 
reign debt  would  probably  be  remitted,  retaining  at 
home  or  drawing  from  abroad  the  equivalent  in 
specie. 

A great,  if  not  the  greatest  existing  evil  is  the 
want  of  confidence,  not  merely  in  the  government, 
but  in  distant  banks,  and  between  the  banks  them- 
selves. There  is  no  tie  or  connexion  binding  them 
together,  and  they  are  often  suspicious  oi  each 
other.  To  this  want  of  confidence  among  the  banks 
themselves,  is  to  be  ascribed  that  extraordinary  de- 
rangement in  the  exchanges  of  the  country.  How 
otherwise  can  we  account  for  the  fact  that  the  pa- 
per of  the  banks  of  Mississippi  cannot  now  be  ex- 
changed against  the  paper  of  the  banks  of  Louisi- 
ana, without  a discount  in  tbe  former  of  10  or  15 
per  cent.;  nor  that  of  tbe  banks  of  Nashville,  with- 
out a discount  of  8 or  10  per  cent,  against  the  pa- 
per of  the  banks  of  the  adjoining  state  of  Ken- 
tucky? It  is  manifest  that,  whatever  tnay  be  the 
medium  of  circulation,  whether  it  be  inconvertible 
paper,  or  convertible  paper  arid  specie,  supposing 
confidence  to  exist,  the  rates  of  exchange  in  both 
cases  ought  to  be  nearly  the  same.  But,  in  times 
like  these,  no  bank  will  allow  its  funds  to  accumu- 
late, by  the  operations  of  exchange,  at  points  where 
no  present  use  can  be  made  of  them. 

Now,  if  a bank  of  the  United  States  were  estab- 
lished, with  a proper  capital,  and  it  were  made  the 
sole  depository  of  the  public  moneys,  and  its  notes 
were  receivable  in  all  government  dues,  it  might 
commence  operations  forthwith,  with  a small  amount 
of  specie,  perhaps  not  more  than  two  millions. 
That  sum  would  probably  be  drawn  from  the  com- 
munity, where  it  is  now  hoarded  and  dormant;  or 
if  it  were  taken  even  from  the  local  banks,  they 
would  be  more  than  compensated  in  the  security 
which  they  would  enjoy,  by  tbe  remittance  of  tbe 
stock  of  the  new  bank  to  Europe,  as  a substitute 
for  their  specie. 

Such  a new  bank,  once  commencing  business, 
would  form  a rallying  point;  confidence  would  re- 
vive, exchanges  be  again  regulated,  and  the  busi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  country  be  speedily  re- 
stored. And  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  there 
would  he  any  actual  augmentation  of  the  banking 
capital  of  the  country,  for  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  aggregate  amount  of  unsound  banks,  which  can 
never  resume  specie  payments,  would  be  quite 
equal  to  that  of  the  new  bank. 

An  auxiliary  resolution  might  he  adopted  with 
salutary  effect,  siinilai  to  that  which  was  adopted 
in  itmi,  ottering  to  the  state  banks,  as  a motive  to 
resume  specie  payments,  that  their  paper  should  be 
received  for  the  public  dues;  or,  as  their  number 
has  since  that  period  greatly  increased,  to  make  tbe 
motive  more  operative,  the  offer  might  be  confined 
to  one  or  two  banks  in  each  state  known  to  be  trust- 
worthy. Let  them  and  a bank  of  the  United  States 
commence  specie  payments,  and  all  the  other  sound 
banks  would  be  constrained,  by  the  united  force  of 
public  opinion  and  the  law,  to  follow  the  example. 

If,  in  contrasting  the  two  periods  of  1817  and 
18.37,  some  advantages  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  existed  at  the  former  epoch, others  which 
distinguish  the  present  greatly  preponderate.  At 
the  first  there  were  none  except  the  existence  of  a 
public  debt  and  a smaller  number  of  banks.  But 
then  an  exhausting  war  had  wasted  our  means. 
Now  we  have  infinitely  greater  wealth,  our  re- 
sources are  vastly  more  developed  and  increased, 
onr  population  nearly  doubled,  our  knowledge  of 
tile  disease  much  better,  and,  what  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  a remedy,  if  applied  now,  would  be 
administered  in  a much  earlier  stage  of  the  disorder. 

A general  currency  of  sound  and  uniform  value 
is  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  all  parts  of  the 
confederacy,  but  it  is  indispensable  to  tbe  interior 
states.  The  seabord  states  have  each  of  them 
banks,  whose  paper  freely  circulates  within  their 
respective  limits,  and  serves  all  the  purposes  of 
their  business  and  commerce  at  their  capitals,  and 
throughout  their  whole  extent.  The  variations,  in 
the  value  of  this  paper,  in  passing  through  those 
states,  from  one  commercial  metropolis  to  another, 
are  not  ordinarily  very  great.  But  how  are  we  of 
the  interior  to  come  to  the  Allantic  cities  to  pur- 
chase our  supplies  of  foreign  and  domestic  commo- 
dities, without  a general  medium?  The  paper  of 
pur  own  banks  wi 1 1 not  be  received  but  at  a ruin- 
ous discount.  We  want  a general  currency,  which 
will  serve  at  home  and  enable  us  to  carry  on  our 
accustomed  trade  with  our  brethren  of  the  Atlantic 
states.  And  such  a currency  we  have  a right  to 
expect. 

I do  not  arrogate  to  myself  a right  to  speak  for 
and  in  behalf  of  all  the  western  states;  but  as  a sen- 
ator from  one  of  them,  I am  entitled  to  be  heard. 
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This  union  was  formed  to  secure  certain  general,' 
but  highly  important,  objects,  of  which  the  common 
defence,  commerce,  and  a uniform  currency  were 
the  leading  ones.  To  the  interior  states  none  is  of 
more  importance  than  that  of  currency.  Nowhere 
is  tiie  attachment  to  the  union  more  ardent,  than  in 
those  states;  but  if  this  government  should  neglect 
to  perform  its  duty,  the  value  of  the  union  will  be- 
come impaired,  and  its  very  existence  in  process  of 
time  may  become  endangered.  I do  believe  that 
between  a sound  general  currency,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  union  itself,  in  full  vigor  and  perfect 
safetj’,  there  is  the  most  intimate  connexion. 

If,  Mr.  President,  the  remedies  which  I have  sug- 
gested were  successful,  at  a former  period  of  our 
history,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  they 
would  again  prove  efficacious;  but  let  me  suppose 
that  they  should  not,  and  that. some  unknown  cause, 
which  could  not  then,  should  now,  thwart  their 
operation,  we  should  have,  in  any  event,  the  conso- 
lation of  knowing  that  we  had  endeavored  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  if  they  failed  we 
should  stand  acquitted  in  the  judgment  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  heartily  tired  of  visionary  schemes 
and  wild  experiments.  They  wish  to  get  out  of  the 
woods,  into  which  they  have  been  conducted,  back 
to  the  plain,  beaten,  wide  road,  which  they  had  be- 
fore trodden. 

How,  and  when,  without  such  measures  as  I 
have  suggested,  are  the  state  banks  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments?  They  never  can  resume  wilhout 
concert;  and  concert  springs  from  confidence;  and 
confidence  from  knowledge.  But  what  knowledge 
can  eight  hundred  banks,  scattered  over  onr  vast 
territory,  have  of  the  actual  condition  of  each  other? 
It  is  in  vain  that  statements  of  it  be  periodically 
published,  ft  depends  at  last,  mainly  upon  the 
solvency  of  the  debtors  fo  the  bank;  and  how,  when- 
ever their  names  are  not  known,  can  that  be  ascer- 
tained? 

Instead  of  coming  to  the  aid  of  these  prostrate  in- 
stitutions, and  assisting  them  by  a mild  and  paren- 
tal exercise  of  your  power,  in  a mode  santioned  and 
approved  by  experience?  you  propose  to  abandon 
them  and  the  country  to  their  fate.  You  propose 
worse:  to  discredit  their  paper,  to  distrust  them  even 
as  special  depositories,  and  to  denounce  against 
them  all  (he  pains  and  penalties  of  bankruptcy. 

How  and  when  will  they  resume  specie  payments? 
Never,  as  far  as  my  information  extends,  have  ex- 
ertions been  greater  than  those  which  the  banks 
have  generally  made  to  open  again  their  vaults. 
It  is  wonderful  that  the  community  should  have 
been  able  to  bear,  with  so  much  composure  and 
resignation,  the  prodigious  curtailments  which  have 
been  made.  Confidence  re-established,  the  foreign 
debt  extinguished,  and  a national  institution  created, 
most  of  them  could  quickly  resume  specie  payments. 
Some  of  them,  urged  by  a high  sense  of  probity, 
and  smarting  under  severe  reproaches,  will  no  doubt 
make  the  experiment  of  resuming  and  continuing 
payment  in  specie.  They  may  even  go  on  awhile; 
but  without  the  co-operation  of  the  state  banks  gen- 
erally, and  without  the  co-operation  of  a national 
bank,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  they  will  be  again 
seized  with  a paralysis.  It  is  my  deliberate  convic- 
tion that  the  preservation  of  the  existence  of  the 
state  banks  themselves  depends  upon  the  institu- 
tion of  a national  bank.  It  is  as  necessary  to  them 
as  the  union  is  to  the  welfare  of  the  slates  in  our  po- 
litical system.  Without  it,  no  human  being  can 
foresee  when  we  shall  emerge  from  the  difficulties 
which  surround  us.  It  has  been  my  fortune  several 
times  to  see  the  country  involved  in  great  danger; 
but  never  before  have  I beheld  it  encompassed  with 
any  more  menacing  and  portenlous. 

Entertaining  (he  views  which  I have  presented, 
it  may  be  asked  why  I do  not  at  once  propose  the 
establishment  of  a national  bank.  I have  already 
adverted  to  the  cause.  Constituted  as  congress 
now  is,  I know  that  such  a proposition  would  be 
defeated;  and  that  it  would  be  therefore  useless  to 
make  it.  I do  not  desire  to  force  upon  the  senate, 
or.  upon  the  country,  against  its  will,  if  I could,  my 
opinion,  however  sincerely  and  strongly  entertained. 
If  a national  bank  be  established,  its  stability  and 
its  utility  will  depend  upon  the  general  conviction 
which  is  felt  of  its  necessity.  And  until  such  a 
conviction  is  deeply  impressed  upon  the  people,  and 
ck-arly  manifested  by  them,  it  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  unwise  even  to  propose  a bank. 

Of  the  scheme  of  the  senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Rives),  I think  now  as  I thought  in  1SS4.  I do  not 
believe  that  any  practicable  connexion  of  state  banks 
can  supply  a general  currency,  be  a safe  depository 
of  the  public  moneys,  or  act  efficiently  as  a fiscal 
agent  of  the  general  government.  I was  not  then 
opposed  to  the  state  banks  in  their  proper  sphere.  I 
thought  that  they  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  form 
exclusively  a banking  system  for  the  country,  al- 
though they  were  essential  parts  of  a general  system. 


The  amendment  of  the  senator,  considered  as  a 
measure  to  bring  about  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments so  much  desired,  I think  must  fail.  The  motive 
which  itholds  outol’thereceivabilityinall  payments 
to  the  government  of  the  paper  of  such  banks  as 
may  resume  by  a given  day,  coupled  with  the  condi- 
tions proposed,  is  wholly  inadequate.  It  is  an  offer 
to  eight  hundred  banks;  and  the  revenue,  payment  of 
which  in  their  notes  is  held  out  as  the  inducement, 
amounts  to  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions. 
To  entitle  them  to  the  inconsiderable  extension  of 
their  circulation,  which  would  result  from  the  credit 
given  by  government  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them, 
they  are  required  to  submit  to  a suppression  of  all 
notes  below  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
to  all  below  twenty.  The  enlargement  of  their  cir- 
culation, produced  by  making  it  receivable  by  gov- 
ernment, would  be  much  less  than  the  contraction 
which  would  arise  from  the  suppression  of  the  prohi- 
bited notes.  Besides,  ifthe  quality  proposed  again  to 
be  attached  to  the  notes  of  these  local  banks  was  in- 
sufficient to  prevent  the  suspension,  how  can  it  be 
efficacious  enough  to  stimulate  a resumption  of 
specie  payments? 

I shall,  nevertheless,  if  called  upon  to  give  a vote 
between  the  project  of  the  administration  and  the 
amendment  of  the  senator  from  Virginia,  vote  for 
the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless,  if  it  effects  no 
good,  and  looks  to  the  preservation  of  the  state 
banks;  whilst  the  other  is  fraught  with  mischiefs, 
as  I believe,  and  tends,  if  it  be  not  designed,  to  the 
utter  destruction  of  those  institutions.  But,  pre- 
ferring to  either  the  postponement  moved  by  the 
senator  from  Georgia,  I .shall,  in  the  first  instance, 
vote  for  that. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  views  which  I en- 
tertain on  the  present  state  of  our  public  affairs.  It 
is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I can  perceive  no 
remedy,  but  such  as  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
themselves.  Whenever  they  shall  impress  upon 
congress  a conviction  of  that  which  they  wish  ap- 
plied, they  will  obtain  it,  and  not  before.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  us  go  home,  and  mix  with  and  con- 
sult our  constituents.  And  do  not,  I entreat  you, 
let  us  carry  with  us  the  burning  reproach,  that  our 
measures  here  display  a selfish  solicitude  for  the 
government  itself,  but  a cold  and  heartless  insensi- 
bility to  the  sufferings  of  a bleeding  people. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PICKENS,  OF  S.  C. 
On  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  4th  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue,  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, Tuesday,  September  19. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
payment  to  t|le  slates  being  under  consideration — 
and  Mr.  Bell  having  concluded  his  speech  upon  it — 
Mr.  Pickens,  of  Soulh  Carolina,  said  he  had  not 
risen  to  make  a speech;  he  was  not  prepared  for 
that;  but  that  he  merely  rose  to  touch  upon  the 
general  grounds  that  would  govern  him  in  the 
course  he  would  pursue  in  relation  to  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.  He  would  here  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  that  we  had  a commentator  upon  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  chair- 
man from  the  eommiltee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
now  we  had  another  explanation  of  it  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKirn;)  and,  not- 
withstanding all  this,  it  was  still  as  bungling  and  as 
confused  a document  as  he  had  ever  been  called 
upon  to  analyze.  One  of  these  gentlemen  had 
made  the  sum  that  would  be  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  October  something  under  $2, 000, 000  and  the 
other  had  made  it  $2,000,000.  Mr.  P.  would  re- 
commend to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Bell)  that,  while  engaged  in  the  subject  of  reform, 
he  should  propose  a reasonable  appropriation,  un- 
der the  direction  of  some  fit  and  suitable  person,  so 
that,  during  the  recess  between  this  and  the  regular 
session,  the  secretary  might  be  (aught  both  arith- 
metic and  grammar.  This  might  he  sound  econo- 
my, for  it  might  save  the  lime  and  trouble  of  this 
house  in  the  discussion  of  points  which  we  now 
witness  for  want  of  clearness  and  distinctness. 
With  all  the  conflicts  upon  these  points,  Mr.  P. 
was  strongly  impressed  with  a conviction  that  the 
treasury  would  be  embarrassed,  whether  from  mis- 
management and  extravagance,  or  (he  pressure  of 
the  times,  or  from  all.  he  would  not  now  say.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  had  no  idea  of  now  distributing  $9,367,214 
amongst  the  states,  only  that  the  tax-paying  people 
of  this  countrv  should  be  called  on  to  pay  back 
again  that  amount  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  go- 
vernment. He  was  not  for  incurring  a debt  mere- 
ly to  distribute  money  amongst  those  who  would 
receive  two-thirds  of  the  amount,  and  not  pay  one- 
third  in  raising  it.  He  would  not  go  before  his 
constituents  and  tell  them  (hat  he  had  involved 
them  in  a debt  merely  that  other  and  more  power- 
ful sections  might  lay  the  taxes  by  which  it  was  to 
be  redeemed.  " Besides,  Mr.  P.  contended  that  we 


must  look  at  all  the  different  measures  proposed 
under  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our  affairs 
as  one  system,  and  not  separately.  He  felt  dispos- 
ed to  relieve,  as  far  as  this  government  could  le- 
gally do,  that  enterprising  and  meritorious  class  of 
citizens  engaged  in  the  foreign  importations  of  the 
country.  They  deserved  our  sympathy,  our  aid, 
and  fostering  care.  We  had  a bill  before  us  propos- 
ing indulgence  and  extension  of  credits  on  their 
bonds.  The  senate  had  passed  one  extending  the 
time  for  nine  months,  and  also  for  the  same  credits 
on  all  bonds  for  a year  after  the  1st  of  October  next. 
Mr.  P.  was  in  favor  of  the  very  longest  time  possi- 
ble, and,  with  that  view,  he  wished  the  treasury  re- 
lieved from  the  immediate  demands  that  would  be 
had  against  it  by  the  payment  of  this  fourth  instal- 
ment. If  it  were  disembarrassed  from  this  demand 
for  the  present,  it  would  enable  us,  without  difficul- 
ty, to  extend  the  custom  house  bonds.  Let  not 
those  who  desire  relief  to  importing  merchants  em- 
barrass the  treasury  by  too  many  demands  upon  it. 

Mr.  P.  also  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a small 
amount  of  treasury  notes,  unless,  under  very  re- 
stricted limitations,  their  only  qualities  being  their 
receivability  in  public  dues.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  had  enumerated  a number  of 
appropriations  which  were  extravagant  and  useless, 
and  which  ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  Mr.  P. 
agreed  with  him  entirely  on  that  point,  and  would 
here  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  would  bring  in  a 
bill,  enumerating  the  useless  and  extravagant  ob- 
jects, and  calling  for  a reduction  and  withholding  of 
those  appropriations,  he  would  go  with  him  heart 
and  hand,  and  would  move  (hat  tile  present  bill  be  laid 
aside  until  the  gentleman  would  have  a fair  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  his  retrenchment  bill.  He  never  had 
voted  for  these  objects,  and  never  would.  But  the 
gentleman  well  knew  that  no  such  bill  would  ever 
receive  the  sanction  of  this  committee.  A majority 
here  were  for  extravagant  ^ipropriations,  anil 
would  at  any  time  expend  money  for  any  thing  that 
the  wit  of  man  might  propose,  even  if  they  incurred 
a debt,  and  then  distribute  the  $9,367,000  besides, 
and  wring  the  last  cent  from  the  productive  indus- 
try of  this  country,  for  no  other  object  than  to  di- 
vide the  proceeds  among  (heir  constituents.  Many 
came  here  good  opposition  reform  men,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  in  words,  for  the  first  of  the  session, 
but  in  the  last  ten  days,  when  it  comes  to  voting 
appropriations,  the  gentleman  would  find  them  true 
to  their  interests,  and  voting  millions  upon  millions, 
with  reform  upon  their  lips  and  extravagance  in 
their  hearts. 

[Here  Mr.  Bell  inquired  if  Mr.  P.  meant  to  in- 
clude him.  Mr.  P.  said,  not  at  all;  he  meant  the 
national  republican  party  from  the  middle  and 
northern  secuons  of  this  okntadaraey. 

Mr.  P.  was  afraid  the  majority  here  would  not 
only  take  the  $9,367,200,  but  pass  the  extravagant 
appropriations  again  and  again,  and  incur  a debt  too 
of  $20,000,000  without  the  slightest  regret;  and  to 
effect  their  purposes,  when  objections  of  expendi- 
ture were  exhausted,  they  would  do  as  they  had 
done  before,  propose  to  tack  on  to  a bill  containing 
large  appropriations,  a hill  locating  “marine  hospi- 
tals” on  the  rivers  and  creeks  of  the  far  west,  even 
beyond  the  settled  country,  where  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  fill  them  with  inmates,  unless  they  were  to 
collect  the  bears  and.  wolves  of  (he  forest  for  that 
purpose.  This  is  what  the  majority  have  done  and 
will  do  here.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  last 
year  estimated  the  wants  of  the  year  at  $27,000,000, 
which  was  about  $10,000,0(10  more  then  he  ought 
to  have  asked,  and  yet  what  was  the  remarkable 
spectacle  that  this  house  exhibited?  We  not  only 
voted  the  $27,000,000,  but  $33,000,000;  about 
$6,000,000  more  than  even  an  extravagant  admin- 
istration asked  for.  This  is  your  economy  and  re- 
form. Mr.  P.  desired  to  hold  back  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, so  as  to  induce  gentlemen  to  retrench  in  ex- 
penditures, under  the  hopes  that  they  will  get  the 
fourth  instalment  divided  hereafter,  if  they  will  re- 
duce the  demands  upon  the  treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  (Mr.  Bell,)  Mr. 

P.  continued,  has  maintained. that  the  deposite  act 
was  a contract  binding  upon  this  government;  and,  by 
consequence,  that  we  were  bound  to  make  the  dis- 
tribution whether  there  was  a surplus  or  not.  Mr. 

P.  said  he  sould  not  thus  view  that  act.  He  looked 
upon  if  as  a deposite  act,  and  not  a distribution  act 
— -creating  the  states  of  Ibis  union,  for  the  time  ami 
for  a particular  purpose,  branches  of  the  treasury  of 
the  general  government.  This  was  the  legitimate 
and  only  constitutional  object  of  that  act.  We  have 
no  right,  under  (he  specific  objects  for  which  we 
can  appropriate  money  under  the  constitution,  to 
give  it  to  the  states.  Mr.  P.  then  read  the  clause 
in  the  act  regulating  the  deposites  and  (lie  conditions 
as  follows: 

Sec.  13. . hind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money 
which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
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on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  reserving  the  sum  oi  five  millions  ot 
dollars, shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  states,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  representation  m the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  by  law  authorize  their  treasurers  or 
other  competent  authorities  to  receive  the  same  on 
the  terms  hereinafter  specified.  And  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such  trea- 
surer, or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving 
certificates  of  deposite  therefor,  signed  by  such  com- 
petent authorities,  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  secretary  aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall 
express  the  usual  and  legal  obligations,  and  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  state  for  the  safe  keeping  and  repay- 
ment thereof,  and  shall  pledge  the  faith  of  the  states 
receiving  the  same  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and 
every  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  treasury  beyond  the  amount  of  the  five 
millions  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  if  any  state  de- 
clines to  receive  its  proportion  of  the  surplus  afore- 
said, on  the  terms  before  named,  the  same  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  other  states  agreeing  to  accept 
the  same  on  deposite,  in  the  proportion  aforesaid: 
And  provided  farther.  That  when  said  money,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  be  wanted  by  the  said  sec- 
retarv  to  meet  appropriations  by  law,  the  same 
shall  be  called  for  in  ratable  proportions  within  one 
year,  as  nearly  and  conveniently  as  may  be,  from 
(he  different  states  with  which  the  same  is  deposit- 
ed, and  shall  not  be  called  for  in  sums  exceeding- 
ten  thousand  dollars,  from  any  one  state,  in  any  one 
month,  without  previous  notice  of  thirty  days  for 
every  additional  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
which  may  at  a|jy  time  b?  required. 

He  then  argued  at  length  to  show  that  it  did  not 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a contract,  but  a mere  reg- 
ulation of  the  surplus  that  might  be  in  the  treasury, 
so  intended,  and  bearing  that  intent  upon  its  face. 
The  tittle  of  the  act  was:  “A  bill  to  regulate  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money.” 

lie  was  at  a loss  to  conceive  how  this  could  be 
called  a contract,  which  was  intended  as  a direction 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  There  was  no 
specific  sum  named  to  be  delivered,  and,  if  a con- 
tract, from  its  face,  no  specific  sum  could  be  reco- 
vered. The  gentleman  had  said  that  it  was  a con- 
tract stipulating  the  sum  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  states.  There  was  no  stipulation  of  the  kind 
even  named  in  the  act.  The  words  use  and  benefit 
did  not  occur.  It  was  a branch  of  the  treasury, 
which  the  states  miirht  control  and  dispose  of  a 
their  own  risk  and  responsibility.  The  only  secu- 
rity required  was  their  faith.  The  limitations  in 
the  act  were  limitations  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  not  to  draw  hack  any  sums,  except  in  a 
certain  way,  and  under  certain  restrictions,  but 
there  was  no  limitation  imposed  by  that  act  over 
congress.  Congress  might  call  immediately  for  the 
whole  amount  by  any  appropriations  they  might 
make,  but  the  secretary  could  not;  it  limited  him, 
but  not  congress.  Suppose  we  had  been  visited 
with  foreign  invasion,  do  you  suppose  that  we  could 
not  then  withhold  the  fourth  instalment,  because  we 
were  bound  by  contract  to  pay  it  over?  As  well 
might  it  be  said  that  the  law  regulating  the  treasu- 
rer, and  giving  him  funds  under  certain  conditions, 
was  a contract,  and  we  were  bound  to  give  him  the 
funds,  whether  in  the  treasury  or  not.  We  had 
something  of  a contract  with  the  United  States 
bank,  created  in  181(1,  by  which  we  were  bound  to 
deposite  the  surplus  with  that  institution,  under 
certain  conditions.  Those  deposiles  were  seized 
and  removed  in  defiance  of  a plain  contract,  and 
yet  the  gentleman,  with  his  friends,  I believe,  sus- 
tained that  withdrawal  of  the  funds.  And  we  are 
now  to  be  told  that  we  must  pay  over  the  fourth 
instalment,  under  a contract,  even  though  there  be 
no  surplus  funds.  How  absurd  must  our  position 
be,  to  say  that  we  must  now,  under  contract,  make 
this  deposits,  when  by  that  contract,  if  contract  it 
be,  it  can  be  immediately  recalled  for  appropria- 
tions, and  which  even  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
is  authorized  to  recall  in  different  sums  if  needed 
for  any  appropriations  made  by  law.  This  seems 
to  be  any  thing  but  financial  wisdom.  If  this  had 
been  a contract,  he,  Mr.  P.,  never  would  have  voted 
for  it.  He  was  not  for  an  entire  postponement,  but 
for  disembarrassing  the  treasury  at  present,  and  en- 
forcing future  economy,  so  as  "to  make  the  deposite 
or  division  hereafter.  It  was  not  the  time  for  the 
south  to  run  the  risk  of  incurring  a debt  merely  to 
distribute  a few  thousand  dollars,  while  others 
would  get  millions.  If  it  be  a contract,  show  the 
bond,  and  he  would  comply,  although  it  might  take 
not  only  the  “pound  of  flesh,”  but  blood  too. 

Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Carolina,  contended,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Bell,  that  there  had  been  no  change  in 
the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  government  during 


the  last  year,  but  it  was  the  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures of  the  year  which  made  the  great  difference. 
He  agreed  that  in  these  there  had  been  much  extra- 
vagance, and  he  had  voted  against  them  all.  Of 
many  of  these  appropriations  he  would  remark,  not 
one  dollar  had  yet  been  expended.  He  then  enter- 
ed into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
•furnished  him,  he  said,  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury himself,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to  show' the 
truth  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  expenditures  of  the 
year.  Among  the  extraordinary  appropriations  for 
"the  year,  he  named  the  amount  of  $5,000,000  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Bell  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter  into  this 
estimate,  as  it  was  an  appropriation  of  1836,  and 
just  about  so  much  as  this  error  in  his  calculations 
made  would  reduce  his  (Mr.  McKay’s)  estimate  to 
his  own,  (Mr.  Bell’s).  There  had  been  no  extraor- 
dinary expenses  or  subjects  of  expenditure  in  1837. 

Mr.  McKay  re-asserted  that  his  minutes  were 
from  the  secretary’s  own  hand. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  said  that  there  were 
other  items  of  a similar  character  omitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  which  would  make 
up  the  sum  he  had  named. 

Mr.  McKay  then  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
would  have  an  opportunity  at  the  next  session  of 
congress  to  bring  forward  his  plans  of  reform,  as 
the  secretary  had  already  postponed  the  expendi- 
ture of  $15,000,000  appropriated  by  the  last  con- 
gress till  after  the  first  of  January  next.  He  then 
took  similar  ground  to  that  maintained  by  Mr.  Pick- 
ens, as  lo  the  creation  of  a debt,  as  the  necessary 
consequence  of  permitting  the  deposite  act  of  1SS6 
to  go  into  further  operation. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  said  he  bad  but  a 
word  or  two  to  say  on  the  subject.  In  any  view  he 
could  take  it,  he  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
no  legislation  was  necessary  or  proper.  The  ad- 
ministration seemed  to  have  .actually  fallen  into  a 
panic — he  hoped  a groundless  one;  but  in  any  event, 
this  bill  could  afford  no  relief.  If,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell),  had  contended,  there 
were  ample  funds  to  meet  all  necessary  charges,  in- 
cluding the  fourth  instalment  due  the  states,  that 
instalment  ought  to  be  paid.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  treasury  was  bankrupt,  as  the  statements  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
would  seem  to  prove,  no  act  of  congress  was  re- 
quired to  forbid  the  payment 

But,  unimportant  as  the  measure  was  in  his 
judgment,  he  would  vote  for  it  if  the  chairman  could 
Aiow  him  it  could  be  adopted  without  directly  vio- 
lating the  faith  of  the  government  Up  entirely 
dissented  from  the  opinion  expressed  by  his  friend 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens),  that  we  had 
entered  into  no  obligatory  contract.  It  was  true 
there  was  no  contract  which  could  be  enforced  by 
law.  But  that  might  be  said  of  every  engagement 
into  which  the  United  States  might  enter;  and  in- 
deed of  many  of  the  highest  obligations  imposed 
upon  us  as  members  of  society;  they  were  equally 
beyond  the  reach  of  law,  yet  on  that  very  account 
the  more  scrupulously  regarded  by  all  honorable 
men.  The  offer  made  by  the  general  government 
and  accepted  by  the  states,  amounted  substantially 
to  a compact  binding  in  honor  on  both  parties.  The 
only  question  was,  what  was  its  true  meaning?  It 
was  a mistake  to  say  that  the  deposite  act  disposed 
of  whatever  surplus  might  be  on  hand  on  the  re- 
spective quarter  days  appointed  for  making  the 
transfer.  It  declared,  in  unequivocal  terms,  that  the 
amount  which  should  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1837,  after  deducting  five  millions 
of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the  states,  pro- 
vided they  should  agree  to  take  it  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed. The  sum  thus  to  be  ascertained  was  to  be 
transferred  in  four  equal  instalments;  and  the  trans- 
fer itself  was  to  be  postponed,  not  with  the  inten- 
tion or  expectalion  of  reducing  (he  sum,  but  solely 
for  the  relief  of  the  banks  in  which  the  public  mo- 
ney was  kept.  The  general  government,  he  ad- 
mitted, had  reserved  the  right  to  recall  the  whole  or 
any  part  which  the  public  necessities  might  require. 
But  it  was  to  be  called  for  in  ratable  proportions; 
and,  where  more  than  a given  sum  should  be  want- 
ed, upon  definite  notice.  He  inclined  to  think  we 
had  no  right  to  demand  any  part,  until  we  should 
first  have  deposited  the  whole  amount — certainly  no 
right  to  withhold  or  exact  it  in  larger  sums  or  at 
shorter  periods  than  the  act  prescribed.  So  soon 
as  the  whole  should  be  deposited,  the  secretary 
might  proceed  to  bring  back  into  the  treasury  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law,  whatever  sum  might 
be  wanted;  and  to  the  extent  at  least  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  the  states  would  be  in  a condition 
promptly  to  replace  it. 

But  there  were  no  funds  wherewith  to  make  the 
deposite.  He  did  not  consider  the  condition  of  the 
treasury  quite  so  desperate  as  it  had  been  repre- 


sented. He  should  go  into  no  estimates  at  that  late 
hour;  the  luminous  statements  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell),  and  others, 
rendered  it  unnecessary.  Supposing  these,  how- 
ever, to  be  erroneous,  and  that  the  accruing  reve- 
nue, with  the  large  sums  now  due  for  duties  and 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  should  prove 
insufficient,  slid,  under  the  prevailing  system,  the 
treasury  was  possessed  of  abundant  means,  not 
only  to  pay  all  its  debts,  but  to  supply  a currency 
for  the  whole  union.  Its  resources  seemed  abso- 
lutely inexhaustible;  and  strange  to  say,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  It.)  these  inexhaustible  resources  consisted  in 
its  unavailable  funds,  if  he  understood  the  course 
of  the  treasury,  it  was  this:  drafts  were  drawn  on 
banks  having  no  available  funds  of  the  government; 
these  drafts  were  protested,  or  dishonored  of  course; 
and  then,  being  receivable  at  the  treasury,  readily 
sold  at  an  advance  of  six  or  seven  per  cent.  The 
unavailable  funds  still  remaining  unpaid,  these 
drafts,  it  was  evident,  might  be  repeated,  and  would 
continue  to  sell  or  circulate  at  or  above  par,  so  long 
as  immense  sums  should  be  due  or  accruing  to  the 
government  on  account  of  duties,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  otherwise.  The  states,  no  doubt,  would 
willingly  take  them.  He  did  not  desire  to  be  un- 
derstood as  inviting  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
continue  a practice  which  appeared  to  him  mani- 
festly illegal;  but,  if  that  practice  could  be  justifi- 
ed, there  was  no  excuse,  on  the  ground  of  deficient 
means,  for  withholding  the  fourth  instalment,  or 
any  other  just  demand  existing  against  the  govern- 
ment. 

[The  committee  then  rose  for  this' day.] 
September  29,  1837. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth 
instalment  of  deposite  with  the  states.  The  ques- 
tion pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  last  night. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  it  was  not  his  desire  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  house  for  any  length  of  time, 
for  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  its  patience  must 
be  exhausted  by  the  discussion  that  had  already 
taken  place.  He  wished  first  to  inquire  of  the  chair 
whether  he  was  authorized  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
his  amendment  and  the  bill? 

The  chair  replied  that  upon  a motion  to  reconsi- 
der the  whole  merits  of  the  subject  were  open.  No 
amendment  being  pending,  of  course  its  discussion 
would  not  be  strictly  within  the  rules,  but  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  open. 

Mr.  Howard  inquired  whether,  on  a motion  to 
reconsider  a bill,  ordered  to  a third  reading  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the  bill  was 
not  still  under  that  operation. 

The  chair.  Certainly  not.  The  previous  ques- 
tion has  expended  itself  by  the  vote  of  the  house 
under  it,  and  the  bill  is  placed  precisely  in  the  sit- 
uation it  was  before  the  previous  question  was 
moved. 

Mr.  Pickens  resumed.  He  repeated  that  he  did 
not  desire  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  house  ex- 
cept to  present,  in  a brief  manner,  the  main  points 
that  had  presented  themselves  to  his  mind  for  con- 
sideration. I desire,  said  he,  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
because  every  gentleman  must  be  aware  that,  under 
the  peculiar  and  technical  operations  of  the  previous 
question,  a majority  of  this  house  had  not  been 
brought  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed.  Sir, 
I consider  the  amendment  which  I had  the  honor 
to  propose  as  important,  both  in  principle  and  in 
policy.  I desire  the  house  to  be  brought  to  a dis- 
tinct vote  upon  that  amendment,  and  it  is  with  that 
view  1 moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering  this 
bill  to  a third  reading;  and,  in  presenting  that,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  upon  the  course  which  they 
are  disposed  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  you  reject  this  bill,  what 
will  be  the  effect?  You  leave  the  deposite  act  of 
3S35  in  full  operation.  You  make  it  imperative  upon 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  distribute  the  fourth 
instalment  under  the  terms  of  that  act.  There  is 
no  discretion  left  to  your  secretary.  Now  gentle- 
men have  assumed  the  position,  I believe,  with  con- 
siderable truth,  that  the  present  administration,  and 
particularly  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  were  at 
first  opposed,  in  principle,  to  this  deposite  act.  And 
they  also  assume,  and  I believe  with  much  truth, 
that,  in  the  execution  of  that  act,  so  far  as  the  pay- 
ment of  the  three  instalments  has  been  made,  they 
have  executed  it  so  as  to  pioduce  embarrassment. 

Sir,  either  from  ignorance  or  intention,  I will  not 
now  attempt  to  explain,  but  in  the  execution  of  the 
payment  of  those  three  instalments,  which  would 
have  been,  if  executed  upon  proper  commercial 
principles,  a relief  to  the  commercial  community, 
we  all  know  that,  instead  of  producing  relief,  it  has 
produced,- to  a certain  extent,  very  great  embarrass- 
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ment.  Now,  sir,  I put  it  to  gentlemen  whether 
they  are  disposed  to  leave  the  lourth  instalment  in 
the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  exe- 
cution, without  discretion,  and  without  limitation? 
These  being  his  feelings,  these  his  sentiments,  how 
will  he  execute  the  payment  of  that  fourth  instal- 
ment? Sir,  I have. not  seen  his  plan;  I have  not 
discussed  this  matter  with  a single  officer  of  the 
government,  nor  any  friend  of  the  administration. 

I have  had  no  consultation  with,  nor  have  I ever 
seen,  on  the  subject,  a singde  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment,  nor  have  I ever  carded  one,  from  the  presi- 
dent down:  but  I venture  to  predict,  that  if  this 
fourth  instalment  be  left  to  the  execution  of  this 
officer — I say  I venture  to  predict,  that  its  execu- 
tion will  produce  far  more  embarrassment  than  its 
suspension  can. 

Mr.  Speaker , the  provisions  of  that  act — the  de- 
posite  act  of  1833,  I mean — are  peculiar.  They 
give,  in  certain  contingencies,  power  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  call  back  the  three  instal- 
ments already  distributed,  under  certain  limitations. 
Sir,  it  is  a power  which  you  yourself,  by  the  very 
act  which  you  desire  to  enforce  by  refusing  to  pass 
this  bill,  place  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  What  will  be  the  result  then  of  defeating 
this  bill?  Why  that  you  leave  it  a claim  upoii  the 
treasury,  and  that  by  solemn  discussion,  and  solemn 
vote  rejecting  this  bill,  you  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  secretary  to  execute  the  deposite  act  to 
its  very  letter. 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition.  They  say  the 
treasury  is  embarrassed,  that  it  is  reduced,  and  that 
it  will  want  funds;  then  how  will  the  deposite  act 
be  executed?  Why  the  secretary  must,  of  necessity, 
call  upon  the  states  for  the  three  instalments  al- 
ready made.  But  suppose,  as  gentlemen  say,  that 
the  treasury  is  full,  and  that  there  are  ample  funds 
in  its  hands.  If  this  be  true  what  a spectacle  will 
be  presented  to  the  American  people!  That  your 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  your  authorized  ofiicer, 
has  presented  a set  of  statements  to  this  house  and 
to  the  country  which  are  utterly  false!  Can  any 
administration  stand  under  the  scorn  anil  indigna- 
tion this  would  produce  amongst  an  outraged  people, 
when  congress  meets  in  December  and  finds  his 
statements  a thorough  delusion?  But  I doubt  it, 
sir.  It  is  my  sincere  impression  that  the  treasury 
is  embarrassed,  arid  that  if  you  reject  the  bill  on 
your  table,  you  place  not  only  the  states,  and  the 
treasuries  of  the  states,  but  (he  state  banks  also, 
wjiich  gentlemen  wish  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
under  the  control  of  the  secretary.  Now,  sir,  I put 
this  lo  gentlemen:  are  they  prepared  to  see  this  de- 
posite act  executed  to  its  letter,  and  especially  under 
the  existing  pressure?  Are  they  prepared  to  pay  back 
the  three  instalments?  Under  this  specific  provision 
of  that  act,  I know  the  course  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  will  pursue — or,  at  least,  what  I believe  it 
will  pursue.  It  is  this:  That  he  will,  if  the  fourth 
instalment  be  paid  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses 
of  tliis  government  upon  the  states,  by  drawing 
upon  them  for  the  three  other  instalments;  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the  trea- 
sury to  rely  upon  the  states  to  support  and  sustain 
tile  general  government.  This  will  produce  more 
pressure  than  will  be  produced  by  the  suspension 
of  the  act  of  1836 — than  could  possibly  be  by 
withholding  the  lourth  instalment.  Let  gentlemen 
from  the  west  look  at  this.  The  deposite  banks  of 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, and  Ohio,  have,  at  this  time,  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  on  deposite  out  of  the  nine  and  a 
half  required  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment.  What  will 
be  the  result?  You  will  compel  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  call  upon  those  banks  to  pay  up  so  as  to 
enable  him  lo  execute  that  payment.  Look  at  Ohio, 
having  more  now  than  she  is  entitled  to  under  the 
fourth° payment.  Do  you  suppose  the  paper  of  the 
Ohio  banks,  though  perfectly  good  and  current  in 
that  state  between  man  and  man,  will  be  received 
at  par  in  Pennsylvania,  which  is  to  draw  a million? 
Or  do  you  suppose  the  funds  of  Alabama  banks  will 
be  taken  by  Georgia  for  her  instalment,  when  per- 
haps they ’are  from  ten  to  fifteen  percent,  below 
par  there,  and  then  pledge  her  faith  to  refund — in 
what? — in  specie,  or  in  available  funds  equivalent 
to  specie,  to  this  government?  Would  this  be  a 
sound  financial  operation  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  or 
would  her  government  assent  lo  it. 

Again,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  be  not  passed,  what 
will  be  another  result?  That  you  call  upon  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  enforce  the  law,  or  dis- 
tribute the  fourth  instalment,  and  where  are  the 
means  you  put  in  his  control?  Do  you  not  see  that, 
under  such  an  operation,  you  inevitably  compel 
him  to  execute  the  law  to  the  letter,  and  that,  to 
do  so,' he  must  draw  contributions  from  the  states 
to  distribute  back  to  them?  Is  this  sound  policy? 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  treasury  note  bill.  Will  it 
relieve  the  treasury  from  embarrassment?  If  that 


bill  should  pass  the  house  in  its  present  form,  as 
passed  by  the  senate,  having  interest  on  its  notes, 
what  will  be  the  result?  Why,  the  moment  you 
throw  them  out  they  will  be  taken  up  by  capitalists 
as  the  very  best  investment,  as  stock,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances.  There  are,  at  this  time,  mil- 
lions of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  blinks, 
watching  the  operations  of  this  government,  and 
ready  to  take  stock  in  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
if  such  an  institution  should  be  created.  Yes,  sir: 
these  very  capitalists,  the  moment  you  throw  out 
your  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes,  bearing  interest, 
will  seize  upon  them,  and  instead  of  serving  for  a 
circulation,  they  will  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will 
only  then  afford  temporary  relief,  and  the  final  ef- 
fect will  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  create  a 
debt.  How  are  these  notes,  with  interest,  to  be  re- 
deemable? By  taxation,  sir.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  incur  that  debt?  Now,  if  you  throw  into  circu- 
lation ten  millions  of  certificates,  receivable  only 
for  public  dues,  not  bearing  interest — (but  I much 
question  whether  you  will  ever  get  a majority  in 
this  house  to  pass  such  a bill  as  that,  for  the  simple 
fact  that  the  moment  the  government  throws  into 
circulation  such  bills  as  those,  the  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  will  be 
excluded  to  that  extent  from  circulation  in  the 
southwest,  where  they  have  been  at  five  and  ten 
per  cent.) — I say  if  you  throw  into,  circulation  such 
certificates,  their  circulation  would  spread  through 
the  country,  and  might  relieve  the  present  embar- 
rassment, and  could  be  redeemed  in  future  dues. 
But  there  is  an  interest  struggling  against  this — 
the  banking  interest  of  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  some  gentlemen  suppose  the  notes  I 
have  referred  to  will  fall  below  par.  How  can  that 
be?  If  they  be  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the 
government,  and  no  more  be  issued  than  enough  to 
meet  the  payment  of  those  revenues,  they  will  be 
above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and  silver. 
Nothing  can  depreciate  them  but  an  issue  beyond 
the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  it 
is  even  questionable  if  that  would.  But,  sir,  can 
we  pass  such  a bill  as  that,  viz.  without  interest, 
and  throw  no  more  into  circulation  than  the 
amount  necessary  for  the  public  dues?  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  this  house  would. 

But  throw  out  $10,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  govern- 
ment will  be  called  on  to  redeem  them,  or  they  will 
run  on  at  interest,  thus  creating  a debt  in  it;  most 
odious  and  objectionable  form.  Capitalists  in  stocks 
are  deeply  interested  in  such  an  issue.  Whatever 
this  government  make  receivable  in  dues  is,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  money,  and  such  a circula- 
tion, limited  to  the  amount  of  expenditures,  would 
be  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  and  relieve  the 
commercial  community  in  collection  of  customs. 
It  would  in  fact  he  a currency  resting  upon  the 
credit  of  government.  And  this  is  all  the  govern- 
ment could  do,  even  through  a bank,  endorse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  credit. 

Now,  sir,  I repeat,  we  are  not  prepared  for  the 
state  of  things  that  will  ensue  upon  the  rejection  of 
this  bill.  You  will  press  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  compel  him  to  execute  that  fourth  in- 
stalment, and  the  result  will  inevitably  he  that  you 
compel  this  government  to  create  a debt,  which 
debt  you  are  bound  to  paj'  in  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  and  how  these  revenues  are  collected  we 
all  too  well  know. 

Who  receives  the  distribution?  Do  you  distri- 
bute it  according  to  the  payment  of  taxes?  Many 
suppose  that  we  consume  according  to  population, 
and  pay  taxes  according  to  consumption.  II  this 
be  true,  we  do  not  receive  our  proper  distribution, 
for  two-fifths  of  a certain  class  of  our  population, 
under  our  representation,  will  be  excluded.  Are 
gentlemen  prepared  to  carry  on  this  system  perma- 
nently, or  create  a debt  by  distributing  this  instal- 
ment? 

Take  another  proposition,- not  far  from  the  truth, 
that  consumption  is  in  proportion  to  capacity  to 
consume,  and  what  will  that  proposition  lead  to? 
Why,  that  the  exports  of  the  country  purchase  its 
imports,  and,  directly  or  indirectly,  those  who  pro- 
duce exports  consume  imports.  For  the  imports 
through  New  York,  if  even  consumed  in  non-ex- 
porting sections,  they  are  enabled  to  do  so  from 
their  internal  trade  with  the  exporting  region.  Un- 
der this  system  you  indirectly  collect  two-thirds  of 
your  import  duties  from  the  exporting  interest  of 
this  confederacy.  And  if  you  distribute,  you  dis- 
tribute to  those  who  raise  one-fourth  of  the  expor- 
tations, two-thirds  of  the  fund.  Yet,  sir,  this  is 
the  inevitable  result  if  gentlemen  should  reject  this 
bill,  and  compel  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
execute  the  fourth  instalment.  It  is  under  this  ap- 
prehension that  I have  made  the  motion  to  reconsi- 
der this  bill,  and  I can  assure  gentlemen  that  it 
was  from  no  hasty  or  excited  feeling  of  the  mo- 


ment. I voted,  to  be  sure,  with  those  I have  been 
unaccustomed  to  vote  with  on  this  floor,  and  I here 
take  occasion  to  say  that  I voted  from  mature  de- 
liberation, and  with  reference,  also,  to  the  peculiar 
interests  I,  in  part,  represent.  Sir,  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that,  from  any  party  tie  or  from  any  party 
feelings,  I am  disposed  to  sustain  the  bill  on  your 
table.  No,  sir.  When  gentlemen  ask  me  in  rela- 
tion to  my  present  position,  1 can  only  say  to  them 
that  I am  precisely  where  I have  been  educated  to 
be,  upon  those  great  principles  which  I deem  to  be 
identified  with  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  my 
country.  There  is  a conflict  of  interest  upon  this 
floor.  There  is  a conflict  of  interests  in  all  com- 
munities, and  when  gentlemen  talk  about  this  class 
depending  upon  another  class,  and  all  being  beauti- 
fully blended  in  one  whole,  I can  admire  the  theo- 
ry. It  appears  interesting  on  paper.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  contemplate  the  parts  of  a great  empire, 
all  depending  upon  one  great  combination  of  the 
whole.  I can  understand  it,  sir,  but  I know  there 
is  a conflict  of  interests  in  all  societies.  Why  is  it 
that  we  see  the  world  deluged  with  blood?  Is  it 
not  from  a supposed  division  of  interests  in  society? 
Why  is  it  that  revolution  after  revolution  has  swept 
over  the  fairest  portion  of  this  habitable  globe? 
Is  it  not  because  one  class  or  one  interest  in  socie- 
ty are  found  struggling  with  or  endeavoring  to 
trample  down  another  class  or  interest?  This  is 
nature,  this  is  man,  as  found  organized  in  all  so- 
ciety. 

Sir,  let  not  gentlemen  suppose  I am  actuated  by 
party  ties  or  party  feelings.  No.  I ask  no  favors, 
and  I scorn  and  defy  power,  whether  it  comes  from 
the  executive  or  from  the  banking  interests  of  this 
country.  Sir,  I know  the  conflict  that  i$  about  to 
arise  on  this  floor.  I see  and  hear  the  rushing  of 
the  elements,  and  I stand  preparCTl  to  meet  it  in 
advance.  I confess  I am  prepared  to  meet  it,  and 
let  not  gentlemen  suppose  they  are  to  call  up  inter- 
ests in  this  country  powerful  enough  to  dictate 
law's  and  government  to  us.  No,  sir.  If  they  do 
produce  this  conflict,  I say  I am  prepared  to  meet 
it.  It  has  been  said,  that  in  meeting  this  contest, 
we  are  prepared  to  break  down  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  states.  I repel  this  insinuation  with 
scorn  and  contempt,  as  a vile  slander  for  party  ef- 
fect. I will  sustain,  to  the  last,  the  institutions  of 
my  own  state,  and  the  banking  interests  she  has 
organized.  But,  sir,  when  1 am  called  upon  to 
identify  them  with  this  federal  government,  I will 
not  do  it.  I will  not  bring  them  under  its  subjec- 
tion, and  place  the  credit  and  banking  system  again 
at  the  merev  of  a lawless  and  despotic  government 
here,  to  wield  the  destinies  of  this  country,  we 
have  seen  and  Felt  to  much  of  it.  We  have  seen 
this  union  of  the  banks  with  government  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  producing  the  most  disas- 
trous effects  upon  the  policy  of  the  country.  Sir, 
it  was  this  very  union  that  brought  the  present  exe- 
cutive into  office.  It  wras  this  union  which  has 
done  more,  in  my  opinion,  than  any  thing  else  to 
break  down  the  freedom  of  elections.  I stand  where 
I did  as  to  the  manner  of  election.  I am  actuated 
by  no  other  desire  but  to  promote  equal  liberty  to 
ail  classes;  and  when  men  in  power  choose  to  as- 
sert correct  principles  of  liberty  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  separating  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country  from  the  government  of  the  country,  I am 
prepared  thus  far  to  go  with  them. 

Sir,  no  issue  shall  ever  separate  me,  in  a conflict 
of  this  kind,  from  the  great  interest  I have  always 
supported.  But  I entreat  gentlemen  to  pause  in 
this  mad  career,  because  the  conflict  will  be  fatal 
even  to  the  banking  institutions  themselves,  if  they 
urge  it  on.  I desire  they  shall  be  sustained  by  the 
states  upon  bona  fide  capital — sustained  free  from 
the  influence  of  this  government;  and  it  is  because 
I desire  they  should  tie  sustained  that  I am  in  favor 
of  their  separation.  Sir,  in  conclusion,  permit  me 
to  say,  that  I stand  where  the  republican  party 
stood  in  1798,  in  1S26,  27  and  28,  and  where  the 
states  rights  party  stood  in  1832  and  ’33;  and  upon 
those  principles  I am  prepared  to  stand,  and  the 
power  of  a combined  press,  or  the  wdiole  interest  of 
banks,  shall  never  drive  me  from  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  view  I had  in  introducing  the 
amendment  was,  that  if  there  be  any  surplus  re- 
maining in  1839,  then  let  it  be  deposited;  and  I 
thought  at  the  time,  and  still  think,  it  would  meet 
the  assent  of  a majority  of  the  house.  The  tendency 
of  this  would  be  to  produce. economy  in  the  appro- 
priations for  next  year,  under  the  hope  of  receiving 
the  deposites  then.  Upon  all  the  other  questions 
presented  by  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  discursory 
as  they  were  in  their  character,  '‘de  omnibus  rebus 
el  quibusdam  aliis,”  I desire  to  reserve  myself  for 
the  great  bill — for  I call  that  the  great  measure  of 
the  session — the  divorce  bill  I mean.  That  bill  I 
hold  myself  prepared  to  defend,  and  I fear  no  con- 
sequences. 
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OQ^The  present  number  contains  the  speech  of 
Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  on  the  sub-treasury  bill,  de- 
livered in  the  senate  on  the  23d  ult.  and  a sketch  of 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  11th  inst. 

We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  indulging  in  that 
indiscriminate  eulogy,  which,  in  the  party  press 
especially,  is  more  fatal  to  worth  and  talent  than 
censure;  yet  we  cannot  refrain  from  commending 
both  speeches  to  our  readers,  from  a conviction 
that,  even  if  they  dissent  from  the  arguments  of 
the  speakers,  they  will  derive  pleasure  and  in- 
siruction  from  their  manner  and  matter.  The  lat- 
ter is,  however,  almost  too  meager  to  give  them  an 
adequate  conception  of  the  beauty  and  force  of  the 
entire  speech,  and  the  admiration  it  excited  on  the 
floor  of  the  house  and  in  the  galleries.  It  received 
the  noblest  award  ever  paid  to  genius  and  talent; 
and  if  Mr.  Hodman  never  receives  another  mede 
from  his  countrymen,  he  may  rest  his  reputation  as 
an  orator  upon  the  eloquent  silence  which  prevail- 
ed during  its  delivery. 

Otf-We  know  not  whether  our  patrons  have  real- 
ized the  advantages  which  were  promised  by  our 
change  of  location;  but  we  are  satisfied  from  our 
brief  experience  here,  that  if  we  do  not  impart  ad- 
ditional interest  to  our  pages,  it  will  not  be  for  the 
want  of  valuable  materials  with  which  to  till  them: 
for  we  are  literally  embedded  in  a mass  of  useful 
and  important  articles  claiming  attention,  and 
bewildered  in  our  choice.  The  power  to  exer- 
cise it  has  been  restrained  by  the  necessity  of 
giving  place  to  the  current  proceedings  of  congress; 
but  as  it  no  longer  exists,  we  will  commence  oar 
selections,  and  endeavor  to  do  equal  and  exact 
justice  to  men  and  measures,  and  to  present  such 
articles  as  will  be  acceptable  to  the  taste  and  intek 
ligence  of  our  readers.  We  cannot,  however,  pro- 
mise a tithe  of  the  miscellaneous  and  documentary 
articles  which  are  essential  to' the  public  intelli- 
gence. Of  the  amount  of  the  latter,  few  persons, 
not  having  a personal  knovvledge  ot  tne  doings  orf 
congress,  can  form  an  adequate  conception;  and 
we  are  satisfied  that  nine-tenths  of  the  information 
laid  before  that  body,  on  the  call  of  members  or 
otherwise,  is  not  circulated  among-  the  people  by 
the  public  press.  Much,  however,  is  useless;  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  a member  for  his 
own  information,  or  for  the  advantage  of  a con- 
^tnent,  subjects  the  governmentto  a vast  expendi- 
ture in  the  preparation  and  printing  of  documents. 
Hence  the  vast  quantity  which  s consumed  in  this 
city,  and  which  invest  and  infes  every  article  pur- 
chased, from  sugar  to  sausage;  almost  inducing 
the  belief  that  the  only  objed  in  printing  them 
is  the  supply  of  a cheap  maerial  for  storekeep- 
ers, & c. 

We  will,  however,  do  th-  best  we  can;  and 
hope  by  the  regular  sessioi  of  congress  to  ef- 
fect such  improvements  as  \ ill  enable  us  to  pre- 
sent a still  larger  quantity  dreading  matter  to  our 
patrons — For  the  experiene  of  every  day  con- 
vinces us  more  strongly,  the  a work  conducted  on 
the  plan  of  the  “Registei”  is  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  a correct  undestanding  of  facts  and 
events  a3  they  occur,  and  for  the  information  of 
those  who  shall  succeed  us. 

We  have  many  warm  frieds  who  will  learn  with 
heartfelt  pleasure,  that  we, it  least,  have  reaped 
advantages  from  our  removl,  and  that  our  pros- 
pects are  still  flattering.  Fr  the  last  six  weeks, 
our  list  has  increased  at  the  ite  of  fifty  subscribers 
per  week,  and  we  think  that  ecent  events  demon- 
strate that  we  will  have  sill  larger  accessions. 
Previous  to  our  removal,  on,  list  was  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  union,  and  coiprised  of  as  intelli- 
gent a body  of  readers  as  can  b found  any  where — 
but  reinforced,  as  we  hope  i will  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  coming  yer,  the  “Register” 
will  bo  placed  in  a more  flourising  condition  than 
it  has  been  in  since  its  establishment. 

This  trespass  upon  the  attenion  of  our  friends 
we  know  will  be  excused;  for  thugh  none  doubted 
the  beneficial  ejects  which  we  blieved  would  re- 
sult from  our  removal,  we  are  onvinced  that  all 
will  feel  pleased  that  there  is  a pospect  that  they 
will  soon  t>3  realized.  ’Pis  true  iv  are  surrounded 
by  presses  supported  by  talent,  umerous  heads 
and  hands,  and  the  most  lavish  expnditurc  of  pub- 
lic money,  and  that  we  have*to  dciend  upon  our 
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own  unaided  exertions  for  success — but  we  have 
confidence  in  our  own  industry  and  are  determined 
to  merit  the  confidence  reposed. 

Congress  adjourned  on  Monday  last  at  about 
10  o’clock  A.  M.  An  abstract  of  its  proceedings 
will  be  found  in  subsequent  pages,  and  the  acts 
passed  be  inserted  in  our  next  number.  It  ie  too  amu 
to  pronounce  upon  the  results  of  the  session;  but  we 
doubt  whether  they  will  produce  between  this  pe- 
riod and  that  fixed  hy  the  constitution  for  the  meet- 
ing of  congress,  any  real  benefits  to  the  government 
or  the  people  proportionate  to  the  expense  and  la- 
bor which  have  attended  the  meeting  and  progress 
of  the  extra  convention.  The  two  principal  mea- 
sures agreed  upon  are,  the  postponement  of  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  and  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes — both  designed  to  relieve  the  go- 
vernment. They  may  afford  it  temporary  relief;  but 
if  its  embarrassments  were  so  great  that  it  could  not 
maintain  itself  for  six  weeks  without  this  aid,  we 
fear  that  it  is  ASlicted  with  other  evils,  now  latent, 
which  will  require  more  skilful  treatment  and 
stronger  regimen,  to  place  it  in  a sound  and  healthy 
condition.  For  it  is  with  governments  as  with  in- 
dividuals— when  they  resort  to  delays  and  compro- 
mises to  avoid  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  it  will 
be  found,  upon  careful  investigation,  that  they  were 
the  least  competent  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  the 
evils  with  which  they  were  afflicted,  and  have  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  truth.  Sincerely  will  we  rejoice 
if  this  fear  is  not  realized,  and  that  the  measures 
adopted  will  free  the  government  from  embarrass- 
ment. If  they  do  not,  the  regular  session  will  hap- 
pen most  opportunely,  and  afford  time  for  the  appli- 
cation of  a permanent  remedy.  In  devising  it,  all 
parties  will  cordially  unite;  for  however  they  may 
differ  as  to  the  origin  of  evil,  and  be  willing  to 
punish  those  who  produced  it,  there  is  a redeeming 
spirit  which  induces  them  to  regard  the  interests  of 
the  people  in  the  prosperity  of  the  government, 
even  tOo  government  should  not  regard  those 
interests  of  paramount  importance. 

The  deposite  postponement  bill  will  necessarily 
produce  much  confusion  and  embarrassment  among 
the  states,  and  act  as  a severe  check  upon  individu- 
al enterprise.  But  if  the  slates  feel  assured  that 
the  amount  will  be  paid  as  stipulated,  all  difficul- 
ties may  be  surmounted  by  temporary  loans,  and 
rigid  economy  and  curtailment  where  works  of 
improvement  have  been  commenced  in  anticipation 
of  the  last  instalment.  The  precise  amount  of  re- 
lief, however,  that  this  measure  was  designed  to  af- 
ford the  government,  does  not  appear  to  be  fairly 
understood;  for  many  suppose  that,  as  the  surplus 
in  tite  possession  of  the  deposite  banks  is  in  una- 
vailable funds,  it  must  necessarily  be  useless  to  the 
government.  But  they  have  overlooked  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  coerce  a settlement  with  those 
banks;  which,  if  it  forces  them  to  resume  specie 
payments,  as  some  think  it  must,  will  add  the  de- 
posites  with  them  to  the  means  of  the  treasury,  and 
to  that  amount  increase  its  ability  to  meet  the  de- 
mands upon  it. 

The  sub-treasury  scheme  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, in  fulfilment  of  our  prediction  when  it  was 
first  presented  to  congress.  There  was,  however, 
a disposition  to  force  it  upon  the  popular  branch  of 
the  legislature,  and  party  policy  alone  prevented  a 
final  vote  upon  it.  Our  own  opinion  is,  that  if 
would  have  passed  that  body  if  the  question  had 
been  thus  forced,  by  a small  majority:  not  from  a 
conviction  of  the  wisdom  of  the  plan,  but  from  a 
belief  that  it  would  have  given  a triumph  to  a party. 
Wiser  councils,  fortunately,  prevailed,  and  it  has 
been  referred  to  the  people,  whose  opinion  will  be 
reflected  at  the  coming  session,  when  the  matter 
will  be  taken  up  de  novo,  thoroughly  discussed,  and 
fairly  decided. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  a few  words  about 
the  character  of  the  present  house  of  representa- 
tives. We  believe  it  to  comprise  more  than  the 
ordinary  share  of  talent  and  intelligence.  Most  of 
the  new  members  are  young  and  unskilled  in  the 
details  of  national  legislation — but  they  are  evi- 
dently deeply  versed  in  the  science  of  our  govern- 
ment and  that  practical  knowledge,  especially  of 
finance,  which  is  essential  to  an  enlightened  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  The  embarrassment  pecu- 
liar to  their  new  position  prevented  a full  exhibit  of 


their  powers;  but  with  the  regular  session  they  will 
commence  a career  of  usefulness  and  honor. 

The  general  post  office  narrowly  escaped 
destruction  on  Saturday  night  last.  It  appears  that 
a fire  originated  among  some  papers  placed  upon 
the  mantel-piece,  in  the  room  of  the  postmaster 
general  which  were  entirely  consumed,  and  the 
fire  arrested  only  for  the  want  of  material  to  feed 
upon.  The  occurrence  was  not  discovered  until 
Sunday  morning  when  one  of  the  messengers  en- 
tered the  room,  which  had  not  been  occupied  by 
the  postmaster  general  for  three  days  previous. 
The  matter  has  been  investigated,  but  no  informa- 
tion elicited  as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire. 

It  appears  to  us  that  nothing  but  the  most  crimR 
nal  negligence  placed  the  building  and  the  vast 
amount  of  valuable  papers  contained  in  it  in  jeo- 
pardy: for,  if  we  are  rightfully  informed,  watch- 
men are  employed  to  take  charge  of  it  at  night, 
and  directed  to  inspect  every  portion  of  the  premi- 
ses at  least  once  in  every  hour;  and  unless  they 
were  negligent  of  their  duty,  the  fire  could  not 
have  progressed  thus  far,  whether  it  originated  by 
accident  or  from  an  incendiary,  without  discovery. 

New  Orleans  was  recently  visited  by  a severe 
storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  caused  considerable 
damage  to  a number  of  dwellings  in  the  city  and 
vicinity,  and  the  vessels  in  tile  harbor.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  the  storm  would  cause  the  fever  to  abate, 
and  thus,  in  some  measure,  compensate  the  citizens 
for  the  loss  it  occasioned.  In  t his,  however,  they 
have  been  disappointed,  as  appears  by  the  following 
from  a slip,  dated  on  Saturday  last,  received  from  the 
office  of  the  True  American  by  the  express  mail. 

“■Health  of  the  city.  We  are  sorry  to  be  compel- 
led to  state  that  the  epidemic  has  greatly  increased 
since  the  late  storm.  The  causes  are  obvious:  the 
hot  sun  operating  upon  the  stagnant  water  in  our 
swamps,  the  cold  nights,  and  continued  great  and 
imprudent  influx;  ofstrangers.  The  fever  is  also,  as 
is  usual,  late  hi  the  season,  more  virulent.  The 
deaths  amount  as  nigh  as  we  can  ascertain,  to  about 
forty  or  fifty  per  day.  The  frost  alone  will  extirpate 
the  yellow  fever,  and  until  W'e  have  had  frost,  no 
unacclimated  person  should  visit  the  city.” 

The  following,  which  we  find  in  the  same  slip,  is 
a striking  commentary  on  the  above: 

“The  St.  Charles  will  open  on  Monday  evening, 
and  we  doubt  not,  to  a full  and  fashionable  house.” 

Most  distressing  event.  The  steam-packet 
Home  which  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  7th  inst. 
for  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  with  about  ninety 
passengers  and  a crew  of  forty-four  men,  was 
wrecked  on  Monday  the  9th  a little  to  the  north  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  upwards  of  90  persons  drown- 
ed, among  them  some  of  the  most  worthy  and  intel- 
ligent citizens  of  this  country.  No  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  dreadful  calamity  has  yet  appeared, 
but  the  incidents  related  are  most  heart-rending. 
As  soon  as  a correct  list  of  the  saved  and  lost  is 
published,  we  will  lay  it  before  our  readers.  A 
etter  from  the  captain  of  the  unfortunate  packet, 
dated  Ocracock,  N.  C.  Oct.  10,  says: 

“The  boat  sprung  a leak  a little  to  the  northward 
of  Hatteras.  At  first  we  were  able  to  pump  the  wa- 
ter out  as  fast  as  it  came  in,  but  the  leak  soon  in- 
creased so  that  it  gained  very  fast  on  us.  We  scut- 
tled the  cabin  floors,  and  all  hands — iVoaca„gr.>-CT, 
gentlemen  and  lad:^,— commenced  bailing  with 
duckets,  kettles,  &c.;  but  the  water  soon  came  up 
to  the  furnace,  and  put  the  fires  out,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  run  under  sails  only.  By  the  time  we 
came  to  the  shore,  the  water  was  over  the  cabin 
floors,  and  we  ran  her  head  on,  but  owing  to  her 
having  so  much  water  in,  she  stopped  in  the  outer 
breakers.  The  first  sea  that  came,  alter  she 
struck;  stove  the  weather  quarter  boat,  and  all  the 
houses  on  deck  were  stove  in;  and  in  25  minutes 
after  she  struck  she  went  all  to  pieces,  and  I sup- 
pose, about  80  souls  were  drowned.  Both  mates, 
all  three  of  the  engineers,  and  James  B.  Allaire, 
are  lost.  Most  of  the  passengers  saved  have  lost 
nearly  all  their  baggage.  I have  lost  every  tiling, 

— have  nothing  but  one  pair  of  pantaloons,  and  a 
shirt  that  I had  on  when  I was  washed  ashore.” 

It  is  stated  that  the  Home  was  hogged — that  is, 
her  keel  was  broken,  and  that  she  was  known  to 
be  unseaworthy  before  she  sailed  from  New  York. 
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WAR  IN  FLORIDA.— OFFICIAL. 

Head  quarters , 1st  division,  army  of  the  south, 

St.  Augustine,  Sept.  16,  1837. 
General:  My  communication  of  the  12th  in- 
stant will  have  informed  you  of  my  having  captur- 
ed, at  Musquito,  on  the  mornings  of  the  9th  and 
10th  instant,  the  Indian  chiefs  Philip,  Euchee  Billy, 
Euchee  Jack,  and  a number  of  their  men,  women, 
and  children;  and  I now  proceed  to  report  to  you, 
in  detail,  all  the  circumstances  which  led  to,  or  are 
connected  with  this  capture. 

Four  negroes  who  had  been  with  the  Indians, 
came  into  Fort  Peyton,  about  seven  miles  south  of 
this,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant.  From 
ttiem  I learned  that  there  W'ere  certain  other  ne- 
groes left  by  them  at  their  master’s  plantation  on 
the  Halifax  river,  some  few  days  belore;  and  that 
many  of  the  plantation  negroes  which  had  been 
taken  off,  had  also  been  there,  who,  though  they 
designed  to  have  left  that  place,  might  yet  have 
been  detained  by  the  bad  weather  which  prevailed 
about  that  period.  These  negroes  also  gave  me 
reason  to  believe  that  some  Indians  might  be  fallen 
in  with  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

With  the  view  of  availing  myself  of  the  disposi- 
tion thus  partially  manifested  by  the  negroes  to 
abandon  the  Indians,  if  they  could  find  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing  so  with  safety,  I deemed  it  proper  to 
collect  such  force  as  could  be  spared  from  this  and 
the  neighboring  posts,  and  with  it  to  proceed  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  the  south. 

Although  the  different  companies  and  detach- 
ments ordered  on  this  service  displayed  more  than 
ordinary  despatch  and  alacrity  in  concentrating  at 
Fort  Peyton,  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  transportation,  I was  not  able  to  move 
from  that  place  until  the  7th  instant.  This  I did 
on  the  morning  of  that  day;  the  whole  force  having 
been  formed  into  one  battalion,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  iieut.  Peyton,  he  having  volunteer- 
ed his  services.  The  battalion  consisted  of  parts 
of  company  “F,”  2d  dragoons,  under  lieutenant 
McNeill;  “E”  and  “II,”  2d  dragoons  under  lieut. 
May;  part  of  captain  Hanson’s  mounted  company, 
under  lieutenants  Pellicer  and  Ferreira;  part  of 
lieutenant  Whitchenst’s  command,  and  of  captain 
Curry’s  command  of  mounted  Florida  volunteers, 
under  lieutenant  Whitchenst;  and  company  “D,” 
-3d  artillery,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Frazer,  lieu- 
tenant J.  Graham,  of  the  dragoons,  acting  as  my 
aid-de-camp,  and  assistant  surgeon  Mott  was  desig- 
nated to  attend  the  expedition  as  surgeon;  lieuten- 
ant Frazer’s  company  of  artillery  forming  the  es- 
cort of  the  small  baggage  train,  rvas  directed  to 
take  post  at  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Anderson,  on 
the  Tomoka.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  main 
body  had  reached  Bulow’s  plantation,  which  is 
about  thirty-tbree  miles  from  Fort  Peyton. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  at  daylight,  four  ne- 
groes belonging  also  to  major  Herriott,  with  an  In- 
dian negro,  named  John,  and  belonging  to  the  In- 
dian chief  Philip,  came  into  the  camp  and  surren- 
dered themselves,  expressing  their  previous  anxiety 
to  do  so,  and  receive  our  protection.  On  examin- 
ing the  Indian  negro,  John,  and  finding  that  he 
would  be  very  useful,  I ordered  him  to  join  the 
other  guides. 

Among  other  information  obtained  from  these 
negroes,  I learned  that  there  was,  or  had  been  a 
short  time  before,  an  Indian  encampment  at  Dun- 
Iawton,  a plantation  also  belonging  to  the  Anderson 
family,  on  the  Halifax;  and  the  march  of  the  troops 
was  accordingly  directed  to  that  point.  Ignorant 
of  the  precise  position  of  the  encampment,  great 
caution  was  necessary  in  advancing  on  the  point 
supposed  to  be  occupied  by  it.  On  its  becoming 
perfectly  dark,  lieutenant  Pellicer,  with  sergeant 
Do.,i  Mnafprs.  who  had  previously  resided  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  was  wui  acquainted  with  its  lo- 
calities, was  directed  to  take  the  negroes  Abraham 
and  George,  who  acted  as  interpreters,  with  the  In- 
dian negro  John,  belonging  to  Philip,  and  discover 
and  examine  the  position  of  the  Indian  camp,  and 
report  to  me.  This  duty  was  executed  with  great 
fidelity;  and  the  report  was  that  the  Indian  camp, 
which  Abraham  had  left,  on  the  north  side  of  a 
large  canal,  south  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
dwelling  house  to  the  sugar  w’orks,  had  been  re- 
moved, as  nearly  as  could  be  discovered,  to  the 
south  side  of  this  canal,  a little  to  the  eastward  of  a 
bridge  which  crossed  it — the  position  of  the  Indians 
having  also  been  first  examined  by  lieutenant  Pey- 
ton, and  the  previous  report  confirmed,  my  plan  of 
attack  was  formed;  and  in  conformity  therewith, 
the  volunteers  under  lieutenant  Whitchenst  com- 
manding, and  lieutenant  Ferreira  with  sergeant 
Masters,  were  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  Indian 
camp,  and  between  it  and  a swamp  on  the  south, 
and  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  with  directions  to 
extend  themselves  in  such  a manner  as  to  surround 


it  except  on  the  front,  which  was  left  open  for  the 
charge  of  the  cavalry — the  volunteers  having  been 
directed  on  that  charge  being  made  to  close  in. — 
These  preparations  being  completed,  and  fearing 
that  the  Indians  had  been  aroused  byr  the  neighing 
and  trampling  of  some  loose  horses,  and  that  they 
would  attempt  an  escape,  a charge  by  the  cavalry 
under  lieutenant  Peyton  was  directed  somewhat 
sooner  than  was  designed,  which  was  executed 
with  great  rapidity  and  effect.  The  Indians  imme- 
diately fled,  when  they  were  arrested  by  the  fire  of 
lieutenant  Whitchenst’s  command,  from  its  extreme 
flank,  which  so  confounded  them  that  they  were  all 
taken  without  having  fired  a gun,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a son  of  Philip,  a lad  of  about  18  years  old, 
who  escaped.  My  satisfaction  at  the  capture  of 
ttiese  Indians,  without  the  effusion  of  blood,  was 
greatly  increased  on  discovering  that  among  them 
was  the  influential  and  important  chief  Philip.  It 
unfortunately  happened  that  three  of  the  warriors 
of  this  party  were  absent  hunting,  or  they  would 
also  probably  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

After  this  affair  I proceeded  to  the  next  planta- 
tion north  of  us,  with  the  design,  if  possible,  to 
discover  and  surprise  the  Indians,  who  I had  rea- 
son to  believe  were  in  the  neighborhood.  For  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  reports 
which  had  reached  me  on  this  head,  I had  the  In- 
dian warrior  Tomoka  John,  who  was  taken  with 
Philip,  brought  before  me,  and  b^  him  I was  in- 
formed that  "there  was  another  encampment  of  a 
party  of  eight  warriors,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
Euchee  Billy,  with  a number  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, in  a swamp  about  five  orsix  miles  north  of 
us.  This  Tomoka  John  stated  that  he  had  been  at 
their  encampment  the  day  before,  and  offered  to 
lead  me  to  the  spot;  alleging,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  was  necessary  to  proceed  with  great  caution,  as 
they  were  always  on  the  alert.  On  this  informa- 
tion, I interrogated  Philip,  who  in  substance  con- 
firmed the  statement  of  Tomoka  John,  saying  that 
he  had  known  me  from  my  infancy,  had  perfect 
confidence  in  my  promise  of  protection,  and  would 
readily  give  me  all  the  information  in  his  power, 
assuring  me  at  the  same  time  that  I might  entirely 
trust  to  Tomoka  John.  Proceeding  under  the  di- 
rection of  this  Indian  as  far  as  he  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  do  so  on  horseback,  the  horses,  with  the 
prisoners,  were  left  under  the  charge  of  lieutenants 
Pellicer  and  Whitchenst,  who  could  not  walk  in 
consequence  of  a sprain  in  his  ankle  received  the 
night  before,  with  a guard  of  forty  men.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  force  proceeded  under  the  guidance 
of  Indian  John,  for  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
through  a pine  barren,  and  thence  through  a very 
thick  and  heavily  timbered  swamp,  following  a trail 
opened  by  the  Euchees  a few  days  previous.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  through  this  sw'amp  for  about  two 
miles,  to  nearly  its  opposite  side,  the  line  was  halt- 
ed and  remained  there  till  it  became  dark;  on  again 
moving,  the  march  continuing  through  a thicket  of 
scrub,  and  a considerable  space  of  low  palmettoes, 
we  at  last  reached  high  pine  barren  land,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  it  till  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Indian 
fires,  situated  in  the  pine  barren,  bounded  on  three 
sides  by  swamp,  and  impervious  thicket  on  the 
other.  Here  the  troops  were  halted,  and  lieut. 
Peyton,  with  sergeant  Masters,  and  negroes  who 
had  acted  as  guides,  accompanied  by  Tomoka  John, 
proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  cam]).  Soon 
after  a request  was  sent  to  me  from  this  party  to 
have  troops  advanced,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
to  a point  sufficiently  near  to  the  enemy  to  enable 
us  to  discover  them  about  their  fires. 

At  this  time  lieutenant  Peyton,  with  the  compa- 
ny commanded  by  lieutenant  May  and  part  of  lieu- 
tenant McNeill’s,  was  directed  to  lead  the  right, 
with  the  Indian  and  Philip’s  John  as  guides,  with 
orders  to  endeavor  to  surround  the  enemy  on  that 
side,  and  to  post  his  men  as  near  to  each  other  as 
the  object  in  view  would  permit.  Lieutenants 
McNeill  and  Ferreira,  with  the  detachments  of 
lieutenants  Pellicer  and  Whitchenst’s  command  of 
East  Florida  volunteers,  with  sergeant  Paul  Masters 
and  negro  Abraham  as  guides,  were  ordered  to  lead 
the  left  and  to  surround  the  enemy  on  that  side. 
Orders  were  given  that  these  positions  should  be 
occupied:  the  men  lying  flat  on  the  ground  till  the 
appointed  signal  should  be  made  at  daylight.  At 
daylight  the  signal  was  given,  and  the  charge  made 
with  great  promptness;  but  so  watchful  were  the 
Indians,  that  they  succeeded  in  discharging  two 
rifles;  by  one  of  which,  I greatly  lament  to  say,  as 
I have  already  stated  to  you  before,  lieutenant 
McNeill,  wdiile  gallantly  advancing  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  was  mortally  wounded.  The  affair  was 
soon  over;  one  Indian  was  killed  and  three  wound- 
ed, one  of  whom  afterwards  died.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  twenty-one,  of  whom  none  escaped  except 
one  man,  who  fled  in  the  night.  The  encampment 
of  this  party  was  exceedingly  well  chosen,  it  being 


almost  impossible  that  it  could  be  discovered  by 
those  not  previously  acquainted  with  its  posilion. 

Though  both  the  officers  and  men  of  this  expedi- 
tion had  to  endure  great  fatigue  and  privations  of 
every  description,  they  were  all  borne  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness;  and  the  only  circumstance 
calculated  to  detract  from  my  satisfaction  with  the 
result  of  this  expedition,  is  the  death  of  lieutenant 
McNeill,  who  appeared  to  be  a most  promising 
young  officer. 

In  conclusion,  I cannot  omit  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  good  conduct  of 'the  officers  and  men 
of  this  small  command.  The  alacrity  with  which 
every  duty  was  performed  does  them  all  great 
credit.  Lieutenant  Peyton  is  an  officer  of  great 
worth,  as  are  lieutenants  Frazer,  May  and  Graham, 
and  Dr.  Motte,  of  the  regular  army;  and  I would 
take  leave  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  recommending  to  the  government  that 
brevet  rank  be  conferred  on  these  officers;  and 
lieutenants  Whitchenst,  Pellicer  and  Ferreira,  of 
the  mounted  East  Florida  volunteers,  are  also 
equally  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment. I have  likewise  strongly  and  particularly  to 
recommend  to  you  sergeant  Paul  Masters;  his 
knowledge  of  the  country  placed  it  within  his 
power  to  render  great  services  to  the  expedition, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  it  was  furnished  is 
truly  creditable  to  him.  The  guides,  and  the  In- 
dian Tomoka  John,  discharged  their  duty  with 
great  fidelity. 

An  inventory  of  the  articles  captured  will  be  an- 
nexed to  this  report. 

I have  to  regret  the  length  which  I have  permit- 
ted to  myself  in  this  report,  but  it  is  hoped  it  may 
be  excused,  from  my  anxiety  to  present  before  you 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the 
expedition.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with 
much  repect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ, 
Brigadier  general  commanding. 

To  major  general  Thos.  S.  Jesup,  commanding  army 
of  the  south. 


THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a copy  of  the  follow- 
ing order  issued  by  commodore  Jones  and  read  to 
the  crews  of  the  several  vessels  comprising  the 
squadron  under  his  command,  on  the  evening  of 
their  departure  from  this  port.  It  is  a document 
which  dooe  orodu  to  th.,  obio  and  pfollunt  officer  who 
penned  it,  and  we  learn  that  it  was  received  with 
lively  enthusiasm  by  the  hardy  veterans  who 
volunteered  for  this  arduous  and  honorable  service. 

[ Norfolk  Herald. 

GENERAL  ORDER — NO.  1. 

To  the  officers,  oetty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
composing  the  crew  of  the  United  States  South  sea 
survcijihg  and  kcploring  expedition.  _ _ 

After  more  thar  twelve  months  of  most  anxiews 
suspense,  I am  it  length  enabled  to  announce  to 
you,  the  pleasing  nteliigence  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  day,  when  ve  shall  take  our  departure  for 
the  distant  and  unknown  regions  of  the  southern 
hemisphere. 

In  the  prosecutioj  of  the  voyage  we  are  about  to 
undertake  there  is  Very  thing  to  excite  interest,— 
to  arouse  patriotism, and  to  gratify  ambition.  It  is 
not  only  a national  eidertaking,  in  which  the  hopes 
and  ardent  wishes  of  igreat  nation  are  involved,  but 
towards  the  United  Sites  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition,  are  turnetthe  eyes  of  all  Europe;  and 
your  successful  labos,  it  is  loudly  anticipated, 
will  not  only  secure  seat  commercial  benefits  and 
enduring  honour  to  y ur  country,  but  will  enlarge 
the  bounds  of  knowldge  and  diffuse  the  blessings 
of  civilization  and  chistianity  among  nations  now 
unkown. 

But  the  attainmentof  the  objects  of  our  pursuit, 
will  only  be  the  rewjrd  of  strict  discipline,  perse- 
verance, patient  entrance,  and  zeaious  effort  in 
the  prosecution  ol  a pyage  fraught  with  difficulty, 
hardship,  toil  and  sufering.  01  this,  however,  all 
of  you  were  doublhss  aware  before  you  entered 
your  names  andbeeffie  members  01  an  expedition, 
the  successful  termjiation  ol  which  will  assuredly 
attach  hi^-h  and  irnerishable  honour  to  the  name  ol 
each  and  every  indvidual  who  shall  faithlully  dis- 
charge the  duties  o his  station. 

To  meet  and  dunteract  as  far  as  possible,  the 
convenience  and  /uflering  consequent  to  a voyage 
of  long  duration  jn  the  course  of  which,  w-e  may 
have  to  encountff  every  vicissitude  of  climate,  eve- 
ry precaution  h <f  or  will  be  taken  to  secuie^  com- 
fort, and  even  t/fortify  ourselves  and  our  ships,  so 
as  to  be  enable/  to  resist  the  effects  of  the  exirem- 
est  cold,  shoulf  we  by  accident  or  choice  winter 
in  the  polar  sks.  Ample  supplies  of  good  and 
wholesome  ppviswns  have  been  provided;  as  also 
will  be  a mos/  liberal  allowance  of  hospital  stores, 
and  various  l/nds  of  antiscorbutics,— these  will  be 
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issued  gratuitously,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  pre- 
serve health  and  promote  cheerfulness,  cantent,  and 
alacrity  in  every  department  of  the  expedition. — 
Extra  warm  clothing  of  superior  quality  designed 
to  be  used  in  the  highest  latitudes,  have  been  provi- 
ded, and  whenever  your  comfort  or  necessities  re- 
quire more  clothing  than  would  be  drawn  on  an  ordi- 
nary cruise,  these  articles  will  be  served  out  without 
charge  or  expense  to  each  individual.  In  a word,  I 
am  authorized  in  saying  that  no  pains  or  expense 
will  be  spared  in  the  completion  of  our  out-fit,  to 
supply  each  and  every  ship  with  every  description 
of  stores,  which  can  ten'd  to  personal  comfort  and 
to  reward  those  services,  upon  the  zealous  and 
faithful  performance  of  which  must  depend  the  sus- 
cess  of  this  our  first  great  national  enterprise.  The 
time  which  has  already  elapsed  since  some  of  you 
signed  articles  for  the  South  sea  expedition,  hav- 
ing in  a few  instances  already  exceeded  one  full 
third  part  of  the  contemplated  duration  of  the  voy- 
age, much  inconvenience,  inquietude  and  dissatis- 
faction would  undoubtedly  be  found  in  the  occur- 
rence of  the  different  expirations  of  your  terms  of 
service  in  distant  seas  and  remote  regions,  where 
you  could  neither  be  paid  ofF,  nor  be  sent  home  from 
want  of  suitable  conveyance. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  authorized  by 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  say,  that  to  each 
and  every  petty  officer,  seaman,  ordinary  seaman, 
landsman  and  boy,  who  will  sign  new  articles  to 
serve  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  day  of 
November  next  ensuing,  a bounty  equal  to  three 
months  pay,  according  to  the  station  which  each 
one  may  occupy  on  board  his  respective  vesssel  at 
the  time  of  signing  the  new  articles,  shall  be  paid 
to  each  individual  at  the  time  of  his  signing  the  said 
articles,  which,  however,  will  not  be  olfered  to  you 
until  after  our  arrival  at  New  York,  for  which  port 
we  shall  sail  at  the  close  of  the  present  week. 

To  the  marines,  who,  like  the  hardy  sailor,  have 
ever  been  found  true  to  their  country,  and  their  du- 
ty, I would  say,  no  discrimination  will  be  made  to 
their  prejudice;  every  indulgence  and  every  extra 
allowance  granted  to  the  seaman  will  in  like  manner 
be  extended  to  the  marine.  The  only  discrimina- 
tion which  I shall  tolerate,  will  be  that  of  deciding 
on  the  character  of  men  according  to  their  conduct. 
Were  I to  say,  that  discipline  is  to  be  relaxed  or 
punishment  excluded  from  the  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  squadron,  I should  lead  you  into  error;  and  ex- 
cite expectations  which  would  surely  h-ad  you 
tu  traj . In  squadrons  composed  of  vessels  of  different 
rates  and  descriptions,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  many 
to  feel,  or  suppose  themselves,  degraded  by  a trans- 
fer from  one  vessel  to  another,  or  from  a larger  to  a 
smaller  vessel.  This  impression  is  erroneous,  and 
must  not  be  entertained;  the  crews  of  each  and  any 
vessel  of  the  South  sea  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition,  all  upon  the  same  foaing, — all  have 
sirred  the  same  or  similar  articles,— all  will  be  fed, 
clothed  and  treated  alike,  and  as  1 before  said,  the 
only  discrimination  will  be  in  therewarding  of  me- 
rit and  the  punishment  of  crime. 

To  you,  gentlemen,  whose  comnissions  thereward 
of  long  and  well  tried  services, adord  such  ample 
guarantee  for  the  faithful  dischage  of  your  several 
trusts  in  whatever  new  situationyou  maybe  placed, 

I am  sorry  to  say,  our  governm mt  has  not  followed 
the  example  of  those  of  Europ,  which  have  sent 
out  similar  expeditions.  To  ym  no  additional  pay 
or  emolument  has  yet  been  oitred,  but  believe  not 
that  your  privations  will  be  uirequited  or  your  la- 
bors unrewarded.  Although!  am  not  authorized 
to  offer  the  officer  any  allowaice  at  all  commensu- 
rate with  the  extraordinary  ejpenses  which  an  out- 
fit for  this  long,  arduous  voyge,  must  necessarily 
subject  him  to;  still,  I cannot  for  a moment  suffer 
myself  to  entertain  the  mostremote  supposition, 
but  that,  should  the  results  of  cir  voyage  only  come 
up  to  reasonable  expectation,  ;generous  people  and 
a liberal  government  will  bestov  upon  us  all,  honors 
and  rewards  commensurate  atleast  with  the  hard- 
ships we  shall  have  endured,  and  the  objects  we 
shall  have  attained. 

I have  said,  that  in  the  voya-e  we  are  about  to 
undertake,  there  is  every  thing  o excite  interest — 
to  arouse  patriotism — and  to  gratify  ambition. 
Such  is  the  universal  sentiment.  Throughout  the 
world,  a new  spirit  of  enterpriseseems  to  be  awa- 
kened. England,  France,  and  lussia  have  each 
expeditions  afloat,  and  whether  lie  results  of  the 
voyages  now  being  made,  shall  b to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  knowledge,  science,  chrktianity  or  com- 
merce; in  every  point  of  view,  wither  of  a moral, 
political,  or  philanthropic  characsr,  the  rivalry 
which  has  been  excited  is  worthy  ball  praise,  and 
that  nation  which  wins  the  prize  !y  pushing  her 
discoveries  farthest,  hy  opening  the  laths  by  which 
the  benefits  cf  knowledge  anil  t^e  biasings  of  Chris- 
tianity and  civilization  may  beextenicd  throughout 


“the  isles  of  the  sea,”  besides  reaping  the  rich 
harvests  of  present  and  contingent  commercial  ad- 
vantages, will  acquire  the  proud  distinction  of 
“benefactors  of  the  human  race.” 

’Tis  true  our  competitors  in  this  laudable  rivalry, 
have  got  the  start  of  us,  but  let  not  this  discourage, 
but  rather  animate  to  increased  exertion.  In  the 
wide  field  of  polar  discovery  there  is  ample  work 
for  all.  It  may  be  that  the  squadrons  of  nations  sit- 
uated at  the  opposite  quarters  of  the  world,  may 
meet  in  seas  now  navigated  but  by  the  frail  canoes 
of  savage  Indians,  or  perchance  cast  their  anchors 
on  coasts  which  as  yet  the  human  eye  has  never 
rested  on,  and  we  shall  hailas  a friend  and  associate, 
every  stranger-ship  whether  she  unfurls  the  eagles 
of  Russia,  the  lion  banner  of  England,  or  the  tri- 
colored flag  of  France,  persuaded  as  we  are,  that 
with  equal  cordiality  will  each  noble,  generous  ally 
greet  the  star  spangled  banner  of  our  own  repub- 
lic. 

In  such  a cause  then  as  ours,  who  would  be  a 
laggard,  or  who  would  not  take  pride  in  having  his 
name  enrolled  among  those  employed  in  this  our 
first  national  expedition?  I trust  none  will  be  found 
so  wanting  in  enterprise  or  patriotism;  but  animated 
by  one  feeling  of  devotion  to  our  country,  the  only 
rivalry  among  us  shall  be,  who  will  best  perform 
his  duty  and  most  promote  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  republic,  and  this  being  done,  if  we  do  not  win 
success,  we  shall  have  tried  to  deserve  it,  and  indi- 
vidually at  least,  will  enjoy  the  sweet  reward  of  an 
approved  conscience. 

Such  then,  is  a brief  outline  of  the  course  I in- 
tend to  pursue,  in  controlling  the  destinies  of  those 
whom  the  law's  and  constituted  authorities  have 
placed  under  me,  as  commander  of  the  United  States 
South  Sea  Surveying  and  Exploring  Expedition. 

Feeling  as  I do,  entire  confidence  in  each  indi- 
vidual who  has  voluntarily  embarked  in  the  noble 
enterprise,  and  knowing  that  without  harmony  and 
perfect  concert  of  action  in  every  department,  all 
my  individual  exertions  must  be  unavailing,  and 
that  without  mutual  confidence  and  hearty  co-ope- 
ration, we  must  not  hope  for  even  partial  success,  it 
will  be  henceforth  and  to  the  end,  as  it  heretofore 
lias  been,  my  anxious  care  to  anticipate  your  wants 
and  provide  for  your  comforts;  and  then  to  a wise 
and  most  merciful  Creator,  we  will  commend  our 
qauntry’s  cause,  and  commit  ourselves  individually 
ta  His  keeping  whose  command  “ the  wind  and  seas 
obei/.” 

Ou  board  the  frigate  Macedonian,  off  Craney  Is- 
land. (Signed) 

THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 
Coin’g  S.  S.  S.  $>•  E.  Expedition. 

October  5th,  1837. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  contains  the  following  list 
of  the  officers  attached  to  the  vessels  of  the  explor- 
ing expedition: 

Frigate  Macedonian. — Commander  James  Arm- 
strong; lieutenants,  George  A.  Magruder,  Andrew 

K.  Long,  Arthur  Sinclair,  Thomas  Turner;  acting- 
master,  H.  J.  Hartstone;  fleet  surgeon,  B.Ticknor; 
commodore’s  secretary,  William  M.  Stewart;  as- 
sistant surgeons,  John-  L.  Fox,  J.  J.  Abernethy; 
passed  midshipmen,  Joseph  A.  Underwood,  W.  S. 
Swann;  midshipmen,  Samuel  Smith,  Catesby  Ap 

R.  Jones,  James  L.  Blair,  Archibald  McRae,  Daniel 
Ammon,  J.  C.  Wait,  D.  Williamson,  F.  A. Parker, 
II.  H.  Harrison;  commodore’s  clerk,  J.  S.  Nevins; 
captain’s  do.  George  A.  Thomas;  boatswain,  John 
Shannon;  gunner,  Gustavus  Newman;  carpenter, 

L.  R.  Townsend;  sailmaker,  Samuel  B.  Bannister; 
purser’s  steward,  Franklin  Curtis;  marine  officer, 
captain  James  Eledin,  com’g  officer  of  marines. 

Ship  Relief. — Lieut,  com.  Thomas  A.  Dornin; 
lieut.  Stephen  C.  Rowan;  acting  master,  Robert  F. 
Pinckney;  passed  midshipmen,  James  H.  North, 
Wm.  L.  Maury,  Geo.  T.  Sinclair;  passed  ass’t  sur- 
geon, Edward  Gilchrist;  captain’s  clerk,  James 
Howison;boatswain,  William  Black; gunner,  Adrian 
A.  Peterson;  carpenter,  Wm.  M.  Laighton;  sail- 
maker,  Samuel  Y.  Hawkins;  purser’s  clerk,  James 

S.  Barnard. 

Brig  Pioneer. — Lieut,  com.  Wm.  D.  Newman; 
lieut.  Samuel  P.  Lee;  acting  master,  M . G.  L.  Clai- 
borne; passed  midshipmen,  E.  T.  Shubrick,  Wm. 
R.  Posted,  J.  P.  Sanford;  boatswain,  George  Wil- 
moutb;  carpenter,  Amos  Chicks;  gunner,  Oliver 
Nelson;  purser’s  clerk,  Walter  M.  Clark. 

Brig  Consort. — Lieut,  com.  James  Glynn;  acting 
master,  B.  M.  Dove;  passed  midshipman,  George 

M.  Totten;  assistant  surgeon,  Charles  Guillon;  boat- 
swain, Henry  Welton;  gunner,  John  D.  Anderson; 
carpenter,  John  Fry;  sailmaker,  John  Joines;  pur- 
sues clerk,  Richard  M.  Griffin. 

: William  Speiden,  purser,  ship  Relief,  brigs  Pi- 

oneer and  Consort. 


SKETCH  OF  MR.  HOFFMAN’S  SPEECH, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  October  11,  1837. 

Mr.  H.  would  not  offer  an  apology  to  the  house 
for  addressing  it  upon  a subject  so  fraught  with 
the  highest  good  or  the  deepest  evil  to  his  own  con- 
stituents, as  that  now  before  it.  He  had  been 
aware  when  he  first  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  that 
he  would  have  to  contend  against  great  power  and 
patronage.  There  had  been  a time  in  his  political 
life  when  he  thought  the  arm  of  this  government 
needed  to  be  strong  to  regulate  some  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  rapid  increase,  in  extent  and  re- 
sources, of  the  country.  The  usurpations  of  the 
executive,  which  he  had  witnessed  for  the  last  few 
years,  had  taught  him  a different  lesson.  He  now 
found  the  government  too  strong  for  the  people; 
and  that  some  of  the  memorable  predictions  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens)  and 
his  friends,  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  executive 
dictation  and  usurpation,  were  in  a fair  way  to  be 
realized.  He  had  come  to  his  seat  prepared  to  com- 
bat that  usurpation,  and  to  contend  for  the  lost 
rights  of  the  states;  and  he  thought  he  should  find 
the  bold,  manly,  and  chivalrous  arm  of  the  southron 
bared  to  aid  him  in  that  contest.  What  had  been 
his  surprise  to  find  that  very  arm  on  which  he  had 
relied  for  such  aid,  raised  in  the  van  of  the  attack 
he  had  to  resist?  That  gentleman  (Mr.  Pickens) 
had  said  that  he  had  renounced  no  opinions  he  had 
entertained  before,  and  yet  he  is  lending  his  aid  in 
the  advancement  of  a scheme  which  is  to  unite  in 
one  hand  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  to  make,  by  his  adhesion  and  support, 
the  bill  before  the  committee  too  strong  for  the  op- 
position of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  used  to 
act  in  concert. 

Commenting  on  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pickens  as 
to  the  character  and  influence  of  a national  bank, 
Mr.  II.  demanded  of  that  gentleman  what  would  be 
the  influence  of  an  executive,  in  any  action  against 
the  rights  of  the  states,  who  could  wield  so  formida- 
ble a weapon  against  those  rights,  as  all  the  reve- 
nues of  this  government?  And  upon  this  subject  he 
enlarged  extensively. 

As  to  wdiat  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  north  and 
south,  as  relatively  placed,  in  interest  and  in  policy, 
with  regard  to  each  other,  Mr.  H.  was  very  eloquent 
and  forcible.  That  gentleman  (Mr.  Pickens)  had 
threatened  a servile  war  as  the  consequence  of  a 
struggle  between  those  interests.  “•*<*  n«u  jnuimocj 
to  preacn  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the  north, 
as  an  offset  to  similar  alleged  appeals  to  tne  soutn. 
That  gentleman  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  mistaken  if  he 
thinks  that  there  is  any  parity  of  reasoning  as  to 
the  laborers  of  the  north,  or  the  slaves  of  the  south. 
They  were  not,  as  was  so  boldly  argued,  under  the 
domination  or  control  of  the  capitalists.  Tt^y  were 
freemen,  conscious  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
By  the  laboring  classes  of  the  north  the  banner  of 
the  revolution  had  been  unfurled,  and  the  fields  of 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  been  won.  By  those 
classes  there,  even  in  the  cities  so  much  vilified  and 
denounced,  were  the  men  who  sit  in  that  hall  sent 
thither;  and  they  were  alive  to  all  the  rights  of 
freemen,  which  they  sent  their  representatives 
there  to  defend  and  advocate.  Mr.  H.  regretted 
that  this  ball  of  discord  had  been  set  rolling  there; 
that  the  Texas  question,  and  the  slavery  question, 
had  been  started  on  that  floor  to  fright  the  house 
“from  its  propriety.”  He  was  not  unfriendly  to 
the  south.  Far  from  it.  Many  of  his  early  and 
most  friendly  associates  were  connected  with  that 
section.  He  should  be  ever  found  by  the  side  of 
the  people  of  that  section,  in  resisting  any  invasion 
of  their  rights.  But  still  he  had  a paramount  duty 
to  perform — to  vindicate  from  attack,  and  to  shield 
from  reproach,  the  people  of  his  own  part  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Hoffman  paid  a deserved  compliment  to  the 
bold  and  frank  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pickens  hail 
come  forward  to  the  aid  of  the  administration  in 
the  support  of  this  bill.  That  gentleman  had  not 
crept  into  the  ranks  of  his  former  enemies.  He 
had,  like  the  noble  general  of  Roman  history,  boldly 
told  his  new  allies  of  his  former  battles  against 
them;  he  had,  almost  in  bravado,  indeed,  spread 
before  them  the  records  of  his  consistency  as  their 
uncompromising  opponent.  They  had-taken  him  into 
their  employ,  and  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he 
( Mr.  H.)  must  defend  his  countrymen,  though  it  be 
Coriolanus  who  heads  the  Volscians  against  Rome! 

The  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  II.)  is  proud  of 
the  name  of  Ioco-foco.  Sir,  that  is  a matter  of  taste. 

Mr.  Pickens  explained.  He  had  said,  in  allusion 
to  a remailc  made  on  that  floor  some  days  since 
by  an  honorable  member,  that  he  was  willing  to  be 
such  a loco-foco  as  John  Milton  was,  if  he  were, 
indeed,  one.  He  had  not  intended  to  be  understood 
as  declaring  himself  a loco-foco,  under  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  that  term. 
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Mr.  Hoffman  said  that  he  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  misrepresent  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  hardly  understood  what  the  term  in  question 
signified.  But  he  is  not  surprised  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman declare  that  he  is  not  one  of  the  followers  of 
him  who  had  once  sworn  that  his  “mouth  should 
he  the  parliament  of  England,'’  and  that  “his  horse 
should  graze  in  Clieapsicle.”*  But  he  had  eulogized 
Milton  as  his  exemplar.  For  that  name,  he,  too, 
(Mr.  H.)  had  great  reverence.  He  remembered, 
well  the  noble  defence  of  John  Milton  of  the  sub- 
ject; and  yet  this  very  man  was  choleric,  hasty,  and 
often  rash  in  his  opinions.  There  was  (said  Mr. 
H.)  a striking  coincidence,  which  he  could  not  but 
allude  to,  in  the  history  of  Milton,  as  applicable  to 
our  own  times.  The  same  intrepid  patriot  who, 
in  his  zenl  for  liberty,  had  aided  in  bringing  his 
monarch  to  the  block,  afterwards  throw  himooif 
into  the  arms  of  the  protector,  and  supported  the 
throne  which  was  reared  on  the  downfall  of  Charles. 
Here  Mr.  H.  drew  a parallel  between  the  succes- 
sion of  the  present  to  the  late  executive,  and  that 
of  the  protector  to  the  king,  and  between  the  con- 
duct of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  that 
of  the  great  statesman  he  had  alluded  to,  under  the 
parallel  change  of  circumstances. 

Mr.  H.  was  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  be- 
cause it  violated  the  constitution  of  the  country — 
if  not  its  plain  and  palpable  literal  language,  its 
spirit,  which  is  its  life-blood,  and  which  alone  re- 
commends it  to  the  people  of  the  nation.  That 
spirit  is  the  principle  that  the  people  shall  govern 
themselves.  The  mode  of  choosing  public  officers, 
the  appointment  of  those  officers’  duties,  &c.,  are 
but  the  trappings  of  the  constitution.  But  this 
principle,  which  is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors 
of  the  artisan,  and  the  researches  of  the  scholar.  It 
should  be  the  atmosphere  by  which  we  should  be 
sustained  and  strengthened,  and  from  which  we 
should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform  the 
duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

The  connexion  between  the  government  and  the 
people  of  this  union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon  as  a great 
partnership.  There  should  be  a common  credit  or 
discredit,  a common  honor  or  dishonor,  a common 
interest  in  all  things  between  them.  The  distress, 
if  there  be  any,  of  the  government  should  be  re- 
flected upon  the  people.  The  arm  of  power  should 
not  be  wielded  over  the  governed,  to  be  looked  up 
to  a3  paramount.  The  people  should  not,  while 
=trv,oSu"&  discontent,  embarrassment  and 

perplexity,  be  insulted  by  the  spectacle  or  their 
government  walking  free,  unfettered,  unembarrass- 
ed, and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that  this 
was  no  new  proposition;  that  England  and  France 
had  furnished  examples  of  similar  schemes;  and 
not  long*  since  (though  perhaps  not  parliamentary 
to  allude  particularly  to  it  on  that  floor)  the  great 
Mormon  of  this  golden  bible  (Mr.  Benton,  of  the 
senate)  had  instanced  Rome  also,  as  furnishing  a 
similar  example.  In  reply  to  these  allusions,  Mr. 
H.  adverted  to  the  difference  between  the  institu- 
tions of  England  and  France  and  those  of  our  own 
country,  and  asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  gov- 
ernment upon  those  examples?  Why  not  establish 
the  “divine  right  of  kings”  principle  throughout; 
create  a standing  army,  authorize  a system  of  pass- 
ports, and  all  the  rest?  And  Rome,  too;  Rome  had 
her  quarters,  or  public  treasurers!  Fes,  (said  Mr. 
H.)  she  had;  and  they  “grew  by  what  they  fed  on.” 
They  followed  the  Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and, 
in  every  situation,  were  ever  the  links  between 
the  worn-down  people  and  the  overbearing  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee.  The  public  money  is  to  be 
given  by  the  executive  to  the  different  disbursing 
officers.  Defalcation  would  ensue  defalcation,  as 
tho  continence  of  this  provision.  Besides  the  di- 
rect pilfering  and  frauds  of  the  officers  who  will 
have  the  charge  of  the  public  revenues,  there  would 
be  the  brawling  sycophant,  and  the  unscrupulous 
partisan,  whose  very  bread  would  depend  upon  his 
subserviency  to  executive  dictation.  He  did  not 
allude  more  to  one  administration  than  to  another. 
This  would  ever  be  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a law.  _In  case  of  an  election  depending  in 
any  state,  or  district,  or  town,  there  would  be  a 
call  on  the  partisan  office-holder’s  exertions.  On 
one  side  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the  other 
his  office;  and  he  would  console  himself,  while 
making  the  sacrifice  of  the  former  to  the  latter, 
that  the  bread  of  bis  wife  and  children  depended 
upon  it.  Anti  who  will  call  the  defaulter  in  such  a 
ease,  to  account?  The  executive?  This  would 
never  be;  and  as  to  the  congress?  That,  too,  was 
powerless.  The  proceedings  of  the  last  congress, 

*Jack  Cade,  See  2d  part  Henry  VI.  act  iv. 


under  similar  circumstances  to  those  described,  af- 
forded a sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  monstrous 
doctrine  which  had  been  broached  tinder  the  late 
administration  that  every  officer  of  the  government 
was  accountable  to  the  executive  alone;  and  he 
only  to  the  impeaching  power  of  congress;  and  in- 
sisted that  no  people  were  ever  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  union  of  the  purse  and  sword  of  govern- 
ment. 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended,  the  money  of 
the  people  would  not  be  safe;  it  would  be  less  safe 
than  in  banks,  where  the  stockholders’  interests  re- 
quire the  selection  of  careful  directors  and  officers, 
and  where  there  were  many  hands,  and  not  a sin- 
gle hand,  to  guard  those  interests.  And  to  this 
point,  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  congressional  debates 
of  1835  an  opinion  of  one  who,  he  wished,  could 
take  a part  in  that  debate,  and  sustain  the  views  he 
had  once  expressed,  and  which  he  would  now 
quote — views  which  lie  was  confident  the  high  re- 
gard for  his  opinions,  entertained  by  the  members 
of  that  house,  would  lead  them  to  regard  with 
great  respect;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk, 
who,  in  the  course  of  a debate  in  1835,  had  said 
that  “corporations  were  safer  than  any  individual 
could  be,  as  the  depository  of  public  moneys,”  be- 
cause corporations  were  bound  together  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense  aggre- 
gate of  wealth,  which  furnished  a safe  security, 
&c.  &c. 

But,  (said  Mr.  H.)  who  can  tell  but  that,  if  that 
gentleman  could  descend  from  the  chair,  and  ad- 
dress the  house  on  this  bill  now,  he  would  not  also 
be  found  to  have  undergone  some  change  of  senti- 
ment since  the  time  alluded  to.  This  would  not  be 
more  surprising  than  that  one  of  that  gentleman’s 
friends,  also  on  that  floor,  should  have  changed  his 
views  on  the  subject  within  the  same  term  o'f  time. 
In  a debate  upon  a resolution  ottered  in  1835  to 
that  body  by  Mr.  Gamble,  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
keeping  the  public  moneys,  Mr.  Cambreleng  was 
reported  in  the  congressional  debates  to  have  utter- 
ed the  opinion  that  the  sub-treasury  scheme  would 
find  no  friends  there,  and  that  it  was  a proposition 
too  odious  and  monstrous  to  be  entertained. 

[Mr.  Cambreleng  read,  in  answer  to  this  allusion, 
an  extract  from  his  own  prepared  report  of  tin 
speech  adverted  to,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  ex 
pressed  the  hope  that  the  time  would  come  when 
banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  could  be 
dispensed  with  altogether. j 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  the  gentleman  had  voted 
against  the  scheme  at  the  time,  and  was  reported, 
in  the  book  of  debates,  before  he  had  had  time  to 
prepare  carefully  his  own  report  of  the  speech  he 
had  made,  to  have  said  that  such  a proposition 
could  find  no  friends  in  that  body.  But  still  (said 
Mr.  H.)  I know  that  opinions  often  change,  like 
the  gourd  of  Jonah,  in  a single  night. 

Mr.  H.  here  alluded  to  Mr.  Foster’s  eulogy  on 
the  safety-fund  system,  and  eloquently  described 
the  effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the  prosperity 
of  New  York — the  springing  up  of  her  western 
cities  almost  at  the  very  sound  of  the  woodman’s 
axe — the  stretching  out  of  long  lines  of  railroads, 
those  avenues  of  communication  and  social  inter- 
course with  the  different  parts  of  the  country. 
The  north  and  east  had  made  the  west,  and  the  west 
had  poured  back  her  gratitude  in  increasing  con- 
tributions to  the  wealth  arid  prosperity  of  the  state: 
— and  this  was  the  working  of  the  safety-fund  sys- 
tem. It  had  worked  well:  and  now  he  would  ask, 
what  was  the  reverse  in  the  country?  The  presi- 
dent now  says  that  over-speculation  is  the  cause  of 
our  present  troubles.  The  philosopher  whose 
theory  it  was  that  the  earth  rested  on  a tortoise, 
was  puzzled  to  find  a place  for  the  tortoise.  And 
what  was  the  true  cause  of  this  distress  and  embar- 
rassment? Mr.  IJ.  said  that  it  was  the  war  on  the 
United  States  bank  by  the  late  executive.  The  first 
germs  of  all  that  executive  power  which  now  op- 
presses us  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites. 
That  was  the  fountain  whence  all  these  bitter  wa- 
ters flowed.  The  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  people 
were  involved  in  that  institution.  The  boat  was 
proceeding  on  its  way,  in  a swift  but  equable 
course,  when  there  had  suddenly  ensued  a crash, 
which  was  the  prelude  to  a bubbling  cry  of  agony 
and  despair  from  tiie  passengers  and  crew.  The 
balance  wheel  had  been  removed  by  the  ignorance 
or  the  wantonness  of  the  engineer. 

Mr.  H.  had  never  been  the  friend  or  the  enemy 
of  the  United  States  bank;  nor  of  the  local  banks. 
He  had  not  worshipped  Pompey,  in  all  his  pride  of 
power  and  place,  when  armies  had  sprung  up  at 
the  stamp  of  his  foot;  nor  had  he  ever  bowed  the 
knee  to  his  great  rival.  Yet  would  he  not  withhold 
from  the  latter  the  justice  which  he  should  extend 
towards  him;  as 


“in  his  mantle  muffling  up  his  face, 
Even  at  the  base  of  Pompey ’s  statue, 

Which  all  the  while  ran  blood,  great  Caesar  fell! 
And  now  lies  there. 

With  none  so  poor  to  do  him  reverence!” 

After  some  discussion  of  the  conduct  pursued  by 
the  state  deposite  banks,  which  he  contended  had, 
in  the  majority  of  instances,  been  honorable  and 
upright,  he  insisted  that  it  was  inconsistent  for  the 
friends  of  the  administration  to  decry  and  destroy 
them.  They  had  eaten  of  the  fruit,  and  should  not 
now  cut  down  the  tree.  The  United  States  bank 
had  been  ruined  to  aggrandize  the  state  banks:  not 
in  accordance,  as  had  been  asserted,  with  the  peo- 
ple’s will.  The  people  would  never  have  destroy- 
ed that  institution:  but  as  a sacrifice  to  the  popu- 
larity of  the  late  executive.  It  was  withered  by 
the  resplendent  “glory”  from  the  brow  of  the  victor 
of  New  Orleans.  It  was  destroyed,  that  the 
“weeds,”  as  Mr.  Pickens  had  called  the  state  banks, 
might  grow  and  flourish. 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  there  had  been  a time 
when  those  “weeds”  were  shallow  rooted,  and 
might  have  been  easily  eradicated.  He  then  went 
on  to  show  that  Mr.  Yan  Buren  originated  and 
rose  into  power  by  the  aid  of  ttie  safety-fund  sys- 
tem. That  it  still  continued  its  influence,  politi- 
cally, and  procured  a Van  Buren  majority  there  of 
two-thirds:  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  now  kick- 
ing away  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  mounted,  not 
even  saying  to  those  who  had  been  wondering  at 
his  ascent  with  upturned  eyes,  “Stand  from  under!” 
This  part  of  the  speech  was  very  minute  in  its  de- 
tails, and  excited  a deep  interest. 

Mr.  H.  said  the  bill  before  the  committee  had 
been  christened  “a  divorce  bill.’'  It  was  no  such 
thing.  It  was  a bill  authorizing  “a  fatal  marriage” 
— fatal  to  the  constitution,  and  "to  the  liberties  and 
happiness  of  the  people.  It  was  not  a divorce  bill. 
The  “divorce”  had  already  taken  place,  without 
cause  or  right,  by  the  act  of  one  of  the  parties,  and 
it  was  the  nuptial  benediction  or  another  alliance 
that  the  house  were  now  called  on  to  pronounce. 
History  furnishes  a parallel.  He  who  was 

but  yesterday  a king. 

And  armed  with  king’s  to  strive,” 
Napolean  Bonaparte,  loved  Josephine.  The  con- 
queror of  Italy  had  laid  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  and 
whispered  in  her  ear  his  aspirations  of  love  as  well 
as  of  ambition.  By  her  were  his  troubles  assuaged, 
and  she  was  ever  his  good  genius,  pointing  him  the 
path  to  g lory  and  will,  hpr.  ns  his  COID- 

panion  and  adviser,  he  found  himself  upon  the 
throne  of  Charlemagne.  But  no  sooner  did  the 
diadem  glitter  upon  his  brow,  than  she,  who  had 
been  ever  true  to  him,  was  cast  off  for  the  further- 
ance of  schemes  of  policy.  lie  was  thus,  but  he 
would  be  saleV  and  ever  thus,  and  he  procured 
from  a weak  selate  a divorce  from  her,  and  wedded 
Louise  of  Austra,  who  mounted  his  throne  only  to 
see  his  crown  snitched  from  his  brow!  Sir,  there 
may  be  a moral  e-en  in  the  lesson  read  to  our  own 
government  fromhe  rock  of  St.  Helena. 

Mr.  H.  closed  h$  remarks  by  warning  gentlemen 
of  the  consequents  of  passing  a bill  so  fraught 
with  danger  as  fha  under  consideration.  He  said, 
“the  bow  is  bent,  hake  from  the  shaft!”  unless  by 
a bold  effort  you  cai  wrest  the  bow  from  the  hands 
of  the  archer!  Ristfrorn  the  mire  of  party!  Sus- 
tain the  administration  in  every  thing  in  which  it 
is  just  and  right,  but  'esist  it  when  its  measures  are 
hostile  to  the  best  aid  most  enduring  interests  of 
the  people.  Do  notlid  in  that  unholy  alliance  of 
the  purse  with  the  sv»rd  in  the  hand  of  power:  and 

“ ifver  more 

Let  the  great  infresfs  of  the  state  depend 
Upon  the  thousaid  chances  that  may  sway 
A piece  of  humn  frailty!”* 


SPEECH  OF  Ml.  KING,  OF  GEORGIA, 

On  the  bill  imposing  tddiiional  duties,  as  depositories, 
in  certain  cases,  01  public  officers.  Delivered  in 
the  senate  of  the  Uhed  States,  September  23,  1837. 
The  senate  havitz  under  consideration  the  bill 
imposing  additiona/duties,  as  depositories,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  on  pubic  officers: 

Mr.  King,  of  Gorgia,  said  that  lie  had  not  in- 
tended to  address  he  senate  on  the  subject  before  it 
until  yesterday  e:enina.  He  had  great  difficulty 
in  making  up  hismind  between  the  projects  urged 
by  different  gentemen,  and,  as  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  either  of  thun,  he  had  thought  it  best  to  post- 
pone the  subjec  fill  the  regular  session,  and  offer 
some  remarks  i / explanation  of  his  reasons  for  do- 
ing so. 

Two  plans  yere  (he  said)  urged  upon  the  sen- 
ate: one  repored  by  the  committee  on  finance,  as 
proposed  to  beameoded  by  the  senator  from  South 

*Talfourd’sfon.  * 
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Carolina;  the  other,  the  state  bank  system,  which 
had  already  been  tried  and  failed. 

As  to  the  last,  various  apologies  had  been  made 
here  and  elsewhere,  for  its  failure,  and  it  had  been 
insisted  that  it  had  not  had  a fair  trial,  and,  there- 
fore, could  not  be  said  properly  to  have  failed,  The 
most  able  ami  ingenious  advocates  and  apologists  of 
this  system  that  he  had  heard  were  his  friends  from 
Virginia  and  New  York.  If  they  had  not  succeed- 
ed in  convincing  the  senate  that  the  system  should 
here-adopted,  (with  the  modifications  proposed), 
conviction  might  be  considered  as  hopeless.  He 
certainly  agreed  with  them,  that  the  system  had  not 
had  a fair  trial.  The  pets  had  certainly  had  a hard 
time  of  it  under  their  executive  patron;  but  he  had 
never  had  confidence  in  them  from  the  beginning, 
and,  in  truth,  the  system  had  never  succeeded  for 
one  moment.  The  history  of  the  world  furnished 
no  instance  in  which  an  administrative  measure, 
so  vitally  interesting  to  the  whole  community,  had 
been  so  long-  sustained  by  a system  of  mere  assump- 
tion, deception,  and  puffing.  Business  men  were 
rarely  deceived  by  these  means;  but  a large  portion 
of  the  people  were  less  informed,  and  believed  the 
statements  which  were  from  time  to  time  imposed 
upon  them.  Why,  (said  Mr.  K.)  1 lately  saw  in 
one  of  the  numerous  apologetic  essays  on  this  sub- 
ject, (even  when  the  exchanges  had  got  into  such 
confusion  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  deceive  any 
body),  that  the  system  . had  been  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  its  operation  ever  devised  by  the  wisdom 
of  man.  The  author  regretted  very  much  that  he 
was  not  entitled  to  any  share  of  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing first  conceived  it;  which  honor  was  all  due  to 
the  great  financial  wisdom  of  the  ex-president. 
The  fruits  of  this  mighty  conception  had,  however, 
been  blasted  by  the  stupidity  of  congress,  who  had 
passed,  contrary  to  the  known  will  of  the  executive, 
the  obnoxious  measure  for  the  distributive  deposite 
with  the  states  in  June,  1336.  A beautiful  system, 
truly,  for  the  administration  of  the  public  finances, 
that  should  wither  at  a hint  that  we  should  want  a 
portion  of  the  public  treasure  in  quarterly  instal- 
ments; the  first  becoming  due  more  than  six  months 
ahead.  But,  (said  Mr.  K.)  unfortunately,  this  bill 
was  passed  rather  too  late  to  afford  even  a pretext 
to  the  advocates  of  the  late  president’s  experiment. 

I state  to  the  senate  as  a fact  coming  within  my  own 
knowledge,  that,  before  the  distribution  bill  was  pas- 
sed or  talked  of,  the  president  of  a southern  institu- 
tion passed  through  this  city,  with  a large  amount 
of  specie  in  his  possession,  on  his  way  to  New 
York,  there  to  purchase  southern  and  western  ex- 
changes. The  same  operation  had  been  made  by 
others.  Was  such  an  operation  ever  made  or 
Ui  tamed  or  during  the  existence  of  the  batik  of  the 
United  States  before  the  withdrawal  of  its  branches? 
A beautiful  system  of  exchanges,  this,  which  would 
lead  men  a thousand  miles  from  home  to  shave  the 
commercial  paper  of  their  neighbors! 

Here  are  the  evidences  of  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promises,  that  the  experiment  wou'd  give  us  a better 
currency,  safer  depositories,  and  a “cheaper”  sys- 
tem of  exchanges.  The  local  ba*ks,  whilst  the  de- 
posites  in  their  vaults  were  large  the  currency  ex- 
panding; and  speculation  furnishing  demands  for 
money  every  where  and  credits  every  where,  af- 
forded exchanges  tolerably  wdl  between  the  most 
commercial  points;  but  the  noment  these  causes 
ceased  to  operate,  and  the  branches  of  the  United 
States  bank  were  withdrawn,  tne  exchanges  fell  into 
the  utmost  confusion,  and  every  pretension  after 
this  that  they  were  furnishinjexchanges  as  cheaply 
“as  the  United  States  bank  ever  did,”  has  been  mere 
assumption,  and  not  calculated  to  deceive  any  bu- 
siness' man  in  the  comrauiity.  Sir,  (said  he),  I 
have  gone  to  the  very  couriers  of  these  banks  and 
asked  for  exchange  at  the  piblished  rates.  The  an- 
swer generally  was,  that,  “if  they  were  drawing,” 
they  would  sell  at  the  published  prices,  but  they 
rarely  had  any  to  sell. 

Now,  sir,  what  kind  of  a profit  do  you  suppose 
could  have  induced  thestnnge  operation  I have  de- 
scribed? 1 have  been  inforned  it  frequently  amounts 
to  15  and  17  per  cent.;  sonetimes  less,  but  always 
enormous.  The  operation  if  I understand  it.  was 
this:  A bill  was  purchased  in  New  York  on  the 
debtor  of  the.  drawer  in  thesouth  or  west,  or  south- 
west, at  a discount  of  fron  4 to  6 per  cent,  and 
perhaps  sometimes  higher.  If  the  bill  were  paid 
the  purchaser  (being  establidied  between  the  draw- 
er and  drawee)  again  sold  a till  drawn  on  the  fund, 
and  charged  a premium;  for  these  great  regulators 
were  in  the  habit  of  shaving  in  aery  direction.  They 
would  buy  southern  funds  at  aheavy  discount,  and 
sell  a bill  on  it  at  a heavy  prenium.  This  was  the 
operation  il  the  bill  were  paid, but  if  the  bill  were 
dishonored,  as  frequently  happened  before,  and 
nearly  always  after  the  adoptioi  of  the  specie  cir- 
cular, the  bill  went  back  upon  the  New  York  drawer 
with  an  accumulation  of  charges,  and  5 per  cent. 


damages  for  the  dishonor.  The  drawer  had  it  to 
pay,  though  he  had  suffered  aheavy  loss  on  the  dis- 
count. This  payment  of  bill  and  damages  furnished 
the  drawer  with  a northern  fund,  on  which  he  could 
again  draw  at  a premium  of  5 per  cent.  Thus  the 
senate  will  see  the  enormous  profit  that  was  often 
made  by  the  discount  of  a single  bill. 

It  was  from  exchanges,  added  to  other  profits, 
Mr.  King  said,  that  accounted  for  the  enormous 
profits  and  heavy  dividends  that  had  been  made  by 
some  of  the  banks,  some  of  which  he  mentioned  to 
have  been  prodigious  within  fourteen  months  pre- 
ceding the  1st  of  March,  1837.  Where  did  these 
enormous  profits  come  from,  and  who  ultimately 
paid  them?  Why,  they  were  shaved  from  the  haid 
earnings  of  the  industrious  classes,  being  clearly  a 
tax  on  the  circulation  of  the  products  of  labor. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  senate  by 
going  fully  into  the  capabilities  of  the  state  bank 
system  to  perform  the  services  promised  by  it.  He 
stood  upon  firm  ground  on  this  subject.  His  friends 
could  not  charge  him  with  change  or  inconsistency 
in  this  matter;  and,  as  was  well  known,  he  had 
generally  predicted,  step  by  step,  the  consequences 
that  would  follow  from  the  financial  experiments 
that  had  afilicted  the  country,  beginning  with  that 
unfortunate  anil  unnecessary  measure,  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  in  1834.  It  would  be  seen  that  he 
had  no  strong  predilection  for  the  state  bank  depo- 
site system,  though  he  admitted  that  it  might  have 
done,  and  still  could  do,  much  better  than  hereto- 
fore, if  the  executive  would  consent  to  let  it  alone, 
and  cease  the  continual  interferences  by  which  the 
banks  have  been  tormented,  and  the  commerce  of 
the  country  deranged,  ever  since  the  executive  had 
taken  the  control  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  plan  of  the 
committee  as  proposed  to  be  amended.  This  he 
looked  upon  as  a new  experiment,  though  it  had 
been  alleged  to  be  otherwise  by  the  senator  from 
Missouri.  The  senator  insisted  that  we  were  ahead 
of  our  destiny,  and  ought  to  go  back  to  the  glorious 
days  of  the  Roman  empire  to  learn  lessons  on 
finance  and  political  economy.  This  plan  was 
strongly  recommended  as  having  been  that  under 
which  the  Roman  qurestors  made  their  mild  exac- 
tions from  the  people.  It  was  also  recommended  most 
warmly  by  the  senator,  because  it  was  that  under 
which  the  war  levies  of  Napoleon  were  made,  and 
the  finances  of  Spain  and  Turkey  collected  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  the  sena- 
tor had  given  us  a most  eloquent  discourse  upon 
Roman  heroism,  bloody  battles,  and  the  levies  of 
the  quaestors.  He  had  spoken  of  the  great  pleasure 
with  which  he  read  Reman  history  on  these  ^ob- 
jects. nuct  the  delight  with  which  he  contemplated 
the  renown  of  this  great  people.  Well:  Mr.  K.  said 
he  had  read  some  Roman  history  too,  though  cer- 
tainly not  as  good  a historian  as  his  friend  from 
Missouri.  But  if  any  thing  in  Roman  history  had 
made  a strong  impression  upon  his  republican  mind, 
it  was  the  heartless  cruelty,  the  unfeeling  rigor,  and 
pitiless  tyranny  with  which  exactions  were  made 
upon  the  people  by  the  Roman  quaestors;  and  un- 
fortunately for  the  senator’s  Roman  precedent, 
when  these  exactions  had  been  made  by  plundering 
the  Roman  people  and  provinces  to  support  heroism 
in  the  trade  of  conquering  and  plundering  the  rest 
of  mankind,  these  exactions  were  deposited  with  Ho- 
man bankers  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  precedent  was  not  found  exactly 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  K.  he  proceeded  to  notice  the 
system  so  warmly  recommended  as  the  plan  of  that 
great  democrat  and  ardent  lover  of  liberty  and  free 
institutions,  the  emperor  Napoleon.  His  friend 
from  Missouri  had  stated  that  when  the  emperor 
mounted  the  throne  of  power,  he  found'the  state 
coffers  empty,  or  nearly  so;  but  in  a short  time  they 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  Thereupon  the  senator 
produced  a book,  or  a document,  to  prove  the  im- 
portant fact.  The  fact  was  not  doubted;  but  how 
were  these  wonders  of  finance  accomplished?  Let 
his  impoverished  country  and  the  blood  and  tears  of 
unhappy  Germany  answer  the  question.  However, 
perhaps  the  financiering  of  this  great  economist  was 
strongly  recommended  from  the  fact  that  the  largest 
and  most  timely  accession  to  his  finances  was  made 
by  the  robbery  of  a bank ; and  that  too  a bank  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  freest  and  most  commercial 
cities  of  Europe.* 

Mr.  X.  said  he  saw  nothing  in  these  imperial  pre- 
cedents, ancient  or  modern,  very  applicable  or  very 
captivating;  and  as  he  saw  nothing  in  the  happy  and 
prosperous  condition  of  the  people  of  these  free  and 
commercial  nations,  Turkey  and  Spain,  to  excite  his 
envy,  he  would  rather  consider  this  as  a new  and 
untried  experiment,  and  digest  it  a little  better  be- 
fore it  was  adopted.  Mr.  X.  added,  that  the  system 
was  already  in  operation,  as  the  changes  proposed 


did  not  alter  essentially  the  specie  system  adopted 
by  the  executive  since  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  The  postponement  would  give  us  a lit- 
tle more  time  to  observe  the  workings  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people.  He 
was  glad  to  see  the  finances  restored  to  congress, 
their  lawful  guardian,  on  alijiost  any  terms;  but  re- 
ally they  were  in  such  a worthless  and  ragged  con- 
dition, from  executive  manipulation,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  disposition  had  better  be  made 
of  them*. 

Mr.  X.  said  he  doubted  whether  he  ought  to  de- 
tain the  senate  to  say  any  thing  upon  the  causes  of 
the  present  distress,  which  had  called  congress  to- 
gether. As  this  subject  had  been  dwelt  upon,  how- 
ever, by  every  speaker  who  had  preceded  him,  and 
was  certainly  of  great  importance  to  the  country,  it 
was  prehaps  the  duty  of  every  member  to  give  his 
views  upon  the  subject.  The  subject,  said  he,  is 
too  important  to  be  trifled  with.  It  comes  to  the 
doors  and  dwellings,  and  reaches  tho  bread  and  bu- 
siness, ol  every  citizen,  of  every  condition;  and  I 
shall  give  my  views,  however  unwillingly,  unin- 
fluenced by  all  personal  friendships  and  party  asso- 
ciations. Unless  we  .ascertain  the  causes  which 
have  so  strangely  brought  the  country  into  its  pre- 
sent distressed  condition,  in  a time  of  profound 
peace,  we  shall  neither  know  how  to  apply  present 
remedies  nor  avoid  similar  evils  in  future. 

Mr.  X.  then  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  our  difficulties  were  owing  entirely  to  the  un- 
fortunate policy  and  violent  measures  of  the  execu- 
tive in  relation  to  the  finances  for  several  years  past. 
This  was  the  only  cause,  and  this  was  abundantly 
sufficient.  Mr.  X.  said  he  could  prove  this  to  any 
one  who  would  not  shut  his  eyes  to  facts,  and  close 
his  understanding  against  correct  information  on  the 
subject.  He  had  felt  and  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment when  he  first  read  the  president’s  message,  at 
the  statements  of  the  president  in  relation  to  these 
causes;  and  he  had  been  equally  astonished  at  hear- 
ing his  friends  from  Connecticut  and  North  Carolina 
adopt  these  statements,  and  take  them  as  admitted 
truths.  The  president  was  entirely  mistaken  in 
these  statements,  and  to  allow  them  to  remain  un- 
corrected would  only  continue  to  obscure  and  mys- 
tify the  subject. 

For  the  better  understanding  of  the  subject  he 
would  read  thepassages  alluded  to.  Mr.  X.  then  read 
the  passages  which  follow: 

“However  unwilling  any  of  .our  citizens  may 
heretofore  have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the 
chief  instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state 
of  things,  the  developments  subsequently  made,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  other  coDiTni''""1  -'-»ntripa 
must,  as  n seeuio  to  me,  dispel  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  It  has  since  appeared  that  evils, 
similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves,  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  Great  Britain,  on  the  continent,  and, 
indeed,  throughout  the  commercial  world;  and  that 
in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have 
been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement 
of  the  boundaries  of  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us, 
by  unprecedented  expansions  of  the  systems  of 
credit.  A reference  to  the  amount  of  banking  capi- 
tal, and  the  issues  of  paper  credits  put  in  circula- 
tion in  Great  Britain,  by  banks,  and  in  other  ways, 
during  the  years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  will  show  an 
augmentation  of  the  paper  currency  there,  as  much 
disproportioned  to  the  real  wants  of  trade,  as  in  the 
United  States.  With  this  redundancy  of  the  paper 
currency,  there  arose  in  that  country  also  a spirit  of 
adventurous  speculation,  embracing  the  whole  range 
of  human  enterprise.  Aid  was  profusely  given  to 
projected  improvements;  large  investments  were 
made  in  foreign  stocks  and  loans;  credits  for  goods 
were  granted,  with  unbounded  liberality,  to  mer- 
chants in  foreign  countries;  and  all  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring and  employing  credit  were  put  in  active 
operation,  and  extended,  in  their  effects,  to  every 
department  of  business,  and  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  The  reaction  was  proportioned  in  its  vio-. 
lence  to  the  extraord inary  character  of  th®  events 
which  preceded  it.  The  commercial  community  of 
Great  Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  dlfltcni-. 
ties,  and  their  debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only 
suddenly  deprived  of  accustomed  and  expected 
credits,  but  called  upon  for  payments,  which,  in  the 
actual  posture  of  things  here,  eould  only  be  made 
through  a general  pressure,  and  at  the  most  ruinous 
sacrifices. 

“In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  sincere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  con- 
viction, that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both 
countries  have  been  substanlially  the  same.  Two, 
nations,  the  most  commercial  in  the  world,  enjoying 
but  recently  the  highest  degree  of  apparent  pros- 
perity, and  maintaining  with  each  other  the  closest 
relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a time  of  profound  peace, 
and  without  any  great  national  disaster,  arrested  in 
their  career,  and  plunged  into  a state  of  embarrass. 
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ment  and  distress.  In  both  countries  we  have  wit- 
nessed the  same  redundancy  of  paper  money,  and 
other  facilities  of  credit;  the  same  spirit  of  specula- 
tion; the  same  partial  successes;  the  same  difficul- 
ties and  reverses;  and,  at  length,  nearly  the  same 
overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  material  dif- 
ference between  the  results  in  the  two  countries 
has  only  been,  that,  with  us,  there  has  also  occur- 
red an  extensive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  federal  and  state  governments,  occasioned  by 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.” 

Now,  that  over-banking,  over-issuing,  &c.,  as 
mentioned  by  the  president,  have  been  operating 
causes,  is  only  a common  belief.  But  where  did 
they  originate,  and  who  produced  them?  That  is 
the  first  question.  And  here  Mr.  K.  stated  that 
the  president  was  mistaken  in  every  fact  assumed  by 
him  to  exculpate  our  own  government  from  the  charge 
of  being  the  original  cause  of  the  mischief.  Other 
countries  have  been  suffering  no  “evils  similar  to 
those  suffered  by  ourselves,”  except  those  which  they 
have  suffered  by  their  connexions  with  and  losses  by 
us.  And  “a  reference  to  the  amount  of  banking 
capital,  and  the  issues  of  paper  credits,  put  in  cir- 
culation in  Great  Britain,  Ac.,  during  the  years 
1834,  1835  and  1836,”  will  not  “show  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  paper  currency  there,  as  much  dispro- 
portioned  to  the  real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.”  Nor  has  there  been  in  England  any  ge- 
neral rise  of  prices;  nor  do  we  witness  “in  both 
countries  the  same  redundancy  of  paper  money, 
and  other  facilities  of  credit,”  or  “the  same  spirit 
of  speculation.”  These  positions  of  the  president 
are  entirely  erroneous,  and  the  facts  he  supposes 
have  not  a shadow  of  existence. 

He  said  he  did  not,  of  course,  make  these  contra- 
dictions in  an  offensive  sense,  or  in  a way  disre- 
spectful to  the  president.  He  had  been  in  favor  of 
his  election,  and  did  not  regret  it.  He  moreover 
believed  him  to  be  a man  of  patriotism  and  integri- 
ty, as  well  as  intelligence,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  support  his  administration.  But  if  he  was  (as 
he  was  doubtless)  a “sincere  inquirer  after  truth,” 
he  would  be  glad  to  be  corrected  in  views  calculat- 
ed to  deceive  the  people,  and  divert  their  minds 
from  the  true  agency  by  which  they  have  been 
overwhelmed.  The  president’s  “difference,”  in 
fact,  ought  to  have  shown  him  where  the  fault  lay. 
He  states  that  one  nation  has  become  bankrupt. 
The  other  sustained  itself,  and  is  now  nearly  reco- 
vered. Why  this  “difference?”  Why,  simply  be- 
cause ours  is  the  distress  of  the  debtor  unable  to 
pay  the  debt;  theirs  is  the  distress  of  the  creditor 
for  want  of  the  money  due  him.  The  creditor  of  a 
bankrupt  is  frequently  much  injured  for  want  of 
ms  money,  but  it  outs  iivooootw  ii j fwiiu  w mar 

tie  also  fails.  And  in  no  case  is  he  chargeable 
with  the  follies  and  extravagances  that  brought 
about  the  disaster.  He  may  have  been  too  confid- 
ing, but  there  his  fault  ends.  The  injudicious  pro- 
digal, with  bad  advisers,  may  contract  debts,  multi- 
ply obligations,  make  experiments,  and  become 
embarrassed  and  bankrupt.  The  confiding  neigh- 
bor who  trusted  him  too  far  may  feel  sensibly  the 
want  of  his  debt,  be  obliged  to  curtail  his  expenses, 
or  otherwise  economize  for  a while;  but,  being  the 
creditor,  and  therefore  most  likely  the  richer  of  the 
two,  lie  is  not  so  likely  to  be  ruined.  [Here  Mr. 
K.  read  an  extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of 
Liverpool,  stating  that  “there  is  no  distress  in 
England  except  that  which  grows  out  of  Ameri- 
can connexions:  and  that  is  passing  off,  though 
much  of  the  debt  remains  unpaid.”]  England,  we 
are  told  from  all  quarters,  is  now  easy,  and,  with 
an  abundance  of  capital,  prepared  to  make  invest- 
ments, and  efigage  in  new  enterprizes.  Yet  a 
mere  check  to  the  lavish  accommodations  of  the  capi- 
talist, by  the  embarrassment  of  his  debtor,  is  analo- 
gized with  the  utmost  complacency  to  the  prostrate 
and  helpless  condition  of  his  bankrupt  debtor  him- 
self!! 

Those,  he  said,  who  insisted  that  the  national 
distress  could  not  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
acts  of  our  own  executive,  because  there  had  been 
oume  distress  In  those  commercial  nations  with 
whom  we  trade,  put  him  in  mind  of  that  great 
philosopher  who  stumped  his  toe  in  the  darkness  of 
midnight,  and  railed  out  against  the  sun  lor  not 
sinning  in  the  night  instead  of  the  day:  alleging  us 
the  result  of  his  most  profound  observation,  that 
there  was  light  enough  in  the  day  without  him. 
They  confounded  cause  and  consequence,  and  lost 
all  connexion  between  them.  It  never  occurred  to 
the  philosopher  that  the  sun  might  itself  be  the 
cause  of  light,  and  these  gentlemen  cannot  see  our 
own  agency  in  producing  this  embarrassment 
abroad,  though  the  one  agency  is  just  about  as  plain 
as  the  other.  r 

Mr.  K.  said  he  would  try  and  remove  the  difficul- 
ty of  those  who  felt  so  much  embarrassment  on  this 
subject  by  proving — 


1.  That  there  bad  been  no  redundancy  of  the 
currency  in  England  between  1834  and  1837;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  value  of  money  during  this  period 
had  greatly  increased,  by  the  increase  of  national 
wealth,  whilst  currency  remained  about  stationary. 

2.  That  there  had  been  in  England  no  national 
overtrading,  and  that  her  exchanges  had  been  de- 
preciated by  receiving  our  credit  in  exchange  for  her 
cash  and  commodities. 

3.  That  our  extraordinary,  but  speculative,  de- 
mand for  the  products  of  English  labor  had  created 
some  activity,  especially  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests. Our  increased  demand  for  the  products  of 
their  labor,  counteracting  our  unnatural  credit  de- 
mand for  their  money  also;  and,  thereby,  only 
maintaining  prices  which  otherwise  ( so  far  from  a 
speculative  rise)  would  have  been  depreciated  by  an 
appreciation  of  money. 

These  propositions,  Mr.  K.  said,  would  rather  as- 
tonish those  who  had  taken  it  for  granted,  without 
inquiry,  that  by  some  magical  fatality  the  whole 
world  had  been  guilty  of  folly  similar  to  out  own,  mid 
visited  with  similar  punishment.  But  it  they  would 
take  leave  of  mere  assumptions,  stump  speeches, 
party  presses,  and  vagrant  conjectures,  and  be  con- 
tent with  the  plain  evidence  of  their  senses,  he 
thought  he  would  maintain  every  proposition  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  who  would  listen  to  him. 

On  the  first  proposition,  let  us  see  whether  “a 
reference  to  the  amount  of  banking  capital,  &c.  in 
Great  Britain  during  the  years  1834,  1835  and  1836, 
will  show  an  augmentation  of  paper  currency  there 
as  much  disproportioned  to  the  wants  of  trade  as  in 
the  United  States.” 

Mr.  K.  then  read  the  following  table,  (prepared 
from  official  statements:) 

Circulation  of  the  bank  of  England,  joint-stock,  and 
private  banks. 

Bunk  of  Kn°,  Joint  stock.  Private.  Total. 

Jan.  1833,  18.318,000  1,315.0110  8,836,000  28,469,000 

1834,  18,377,000  1,258,000  8,733,000  2S,5S8,OUO 

1835,  18,100,000  2,188,000  8,231,000  28,519,01)0 

1836,  17,427,000  3,095.000  8,357,000  28,875,000 

1837,  17,838,000  3,755,000  7,258,000  28,881,000 

The  foregoing  table  is  made  from  the  February 

monthly  returns  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the 
December  to  March  quarterly  returns  of  the  joint- 
stock  and  private  banks,  as  being  the  most  likely 
way  to  approximate  to  the  aggregate  for  the  montl 
of  January.  The  original  official  returns  were  be- 
fore him,  Mr.  King  said,  and  were  at  the  service  of 
any  gentleman;  and  the  monthly  and  tri-monthly 
variation  in  the  entire  circulation  was  so  trifling 
that  it  was  scarcely  worth  naming.  It  would  he 
seen,  from  the  above  table,  that  the  entire  “augmen- 
tation nf  nnripr  onrrenev”  in  England  during  the 
years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  the  period  mentioned 
by  the  president,  was  only  £323,000,  or  about  one- 
third  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  currency,  estimating 
the  whole  currency  of  England  at  £ 200,000, OOc-^ 
and  the  entire  “augmentation”  during  1833  to  1836 
inclusive,  (commencing  one  year  earlier),  was  only 
£412,000,  or  not  quite  one-half  of  one  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  currency,  and  about  one  and  a half 
per  cent,  on  the  paper  circulation.  Now  let  us  see 
whether  this  increase  is  “similar  to  our  own,”  dur- 
ing the  same  period. 

Mr.  King  then  presented  a statement  winch  he 
believed  to  be  as  accurate  as  it  could  be  made  by  a 
collection  and  continuation  of  the  returns  of  local 
banks  up  to  1st  January,  1837.  It  was  more  likely 
to  be  an  under  than  an  overestimate,  from  the  great 
difficulty  of  finding  new  banks,  and  getting  state- 
ments of  their  issues.  The  following  is  the  state- 
ment. 

On  the  1st  of  January  in  the  following  years  the 
state  of  the  banks  was  this: 


Number  of 
Banks. 

Capital. 

Loans. 

Bills  in 
eircu  la- 
lion. 

Depo 

sites 

Liabilities 
on  bills 
and  de- 
posit's. 

Millions  of  Dollars. 

1830  320 

145 

200 

61 

56 

117 

1834  506 

200 

324 

95 

76 

171 

1835  S58 

231 

365 

104 

83 

187 

1836  567 

252 

458 

140 

115 

255 

1837  677 

324 

591 

186 

155 

341 

By  the  above  table,  it  will  be  seen  that,  when 
we  add  the  estimated  amount  of  specie  in  1834  and 
1836,  respectively,  we  find  an  augmentation  of  the 
entire  currency  of  nearly  94  per  cent,  and  an  aug- 
mentation of  paper  circulation  of  nearly  96  per 
cent.  Our  own  entire  currency,  then,  “during  ihe 
years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,”  has  increased  nearly 
94  per  cent.,  and  Our  paper  circulation,  during  the 
same  period,  nearly  96  per  cent.;  whilst  the  entire 
currency  of  England  has  increased  about  one-third 
of  one  per  cent.,  and  her  paper  circulation,  during 
that  period,  having  fluctuated  a mere  trifle  at  any 
time,  and  sometimes  even  contracted,  is  found,  at  the 
end  of  the  period  mentioned,  to  have  increased  only 


about  1^  per  cent.  He  had  not  given  himself  the 
trouble  to  be  very  minute  in  the  calculations  above, 
and  had  used  round  numbers;  but  no  use  of  authen- 
tic materials  could  vary  the  result  more  than  a mere 
fraction,  and  strict  accuracy  would  most  likely 
make  the  comparison  more  unfavorable  to  the  state- 
ment of  an  equal  expansion  in  the  two  countries 
during  the  period  referred  to. 

Instead  of  equality,  then,  we  had,  for  England, 
an  increase  in  the  entire  estimated  currency  of  the 
nation  of  about  one-third  of  one  per  cent.; 

In  the  United  States,  an  increase  of  about  94 
per  cent.; 

In  England,  an  increase  of  paper  currency  of 
about  I3  per  cent.; 

In  the  United  States,  an  increase  of  about  96  per 
cent. 

So  much  (said  Mr.  King)  for  an  equal  expansion 
of  the  currency  in  both  countries.  As  to  the  “other 
credits,”  they  were  not  tangible,  but  every  man  of 
any  observation  must  know  that  on  this  item  we 
should  suffer  in  the  comparison  more  than  in  the 
other.  Credits  were  certainly  multiplied  in  Eng- 
land, in  some  districts,  by  the  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  joint-stock  banks,  by  which  new  connexions 
•were  formed,  and  the  number  of  checks,  drafts, 
&c.  increased.  But  the  increase  of  joint-stock 
banks  (deducting  the  private  banks  melted  into 
them)  bears  no  comparison  to  the  increase  of  banks 
in  this  country,  as  we  find  from  official  statements. 
The  consequent  increase  of  credits,  though  they 
cannot  be  ascertained  with  precision  in  either  coun- 
try, may  be  compared  by  the  result.  The  increase  of 
credit  in  England  has  been  based  on  the  same  nation- 
al cash  capital,  as  appears  by  the  unchanged  quantity 
of  the  currency , as  exhibited  by  ihe  tables.  And  that 
it  has  not  been  redundant  is  unanswerably  proven  by 
its  having  produced  no  general  speculative  rise  of 
prices.  To  speak  of  a redundancy  of  currency  or 
credit,  when  no  speculative  rise  in  commodities  has 
taken  place,  is  perfect  nonsense.  Where  facts  have 
been  stated  and  not  proved,  1 have  taken  issue,  and 
disproved  them  by  facts  fully  established.  Where 
facts  are  conjectured,  I will  presently  introduce 
evidence  to  prove  the  conjectures  groundless,  by 
proving  the  absence  of  consequences  invariably  con- 
nected with  them.  The  only  way  in  which  a redun- 
dancy of  currency  or  credit  depreciates  foreign  ex- 
change is  by  producing  a speculative  rise  in  prices, 
and  a consequent  overtrading.  England  has  not 
overtraded;  on  the  contrary,  she  has  exported  more 
than  she  imported,  and  left  us  enormously  in  her 
debt.  But,  whilst  she  had  a large  balance  against 
us,  exchange  was  against  her,  and  making  a contin- 
ual drain  upon  her  bullion!  This  strange  financial 

and  COLUUICI  cirtl  cLIlUlilclly,  SU  Ciuburraooing  to  thft 

English,  I will  hereafter  explain,  after  having  com- 
pleted the  proof  on  the  first  proposition. 

He  then  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gurney,  a man  of 
so  rauch  intelligence  and  authority  on  these  sub- 
jects as  to  be  called  before  the  joint-stock  bank 
committee  lately  appointed  by  parliament.  This 
witness  shows  remarkable  intelligence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  finance,  bit  is  here  strangely  embarrassed 
for  want  of  facts, of  which  he  seems  entirely  igno- 
rant. [Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Gurney  as  follows:] 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Gurney  before  the  committee  of  joini- 
j dock  banks. 

Q.  2592.  Has  there  been  any  change  of  late  in 
the  state  of  the  Lonlon  money  market? 

There  has  been  a g-adual  increase  in  the  value  of 
money. 

Q.  2594.  To  what  to  you  attribute  that  altered 
state  of  the  money  inaket  in  London? 

One  cause  has  been  'he  exportation  of  bullion  to 
foreign  countries;  but  1 apprehend  the  main"  cause 
is,  the  circulating  mecluin  existing  in  Europe  and 
the  mercantile  parts  of  America  (! ) is  not  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  traisactions,  and  that  the  same 
quantity  of  circulating  medium,  or,  perhaps,  even 
a reduced  quantity,  has  to  perform  a much  larger 
amount  of  transactions. 

Q.  2595.  Would  not  the  effect  of  it,  if  owing  to 
that  to  which  you  have  alluded,  be  rather  indicated 
in  a fall  in  the  money  p-ices  of  commodities? 

That  is  the  tendency  oj  it;  but  there  are  conflict- 
ing causes  that  have  marvelously  maintained  (not 
increased)  the  value  o'  commodities  generally. 

Mr.  Gurney  is  a bll  broker,  who  procures  the 
discount  or  re-diseomt  of  country  bills  in  the  Lon- 
don market.  He  w.is,  therefore,  well  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  and  tie  subject  on  which  lie  speaks, 
so  far  as  England  was  concerned;  and  he  tells  us 
that  “the  value  of  poney  had  gradually  increased.” 
And  in  another  part  of  his  evidence  he  tells  us  that 
the  increase  is  about  20  per  cent.  He  knew  this  as 
a fact,  and  in  Ergland  lie  was  enabled,  in  some 
measure,  to  account  lor  it,  for  he  knew  that  curren- 
cy had  not  increased,  whilst,  from  the  progressive 
increase  of  natioaal  wealth,  commodities  and  trans- 
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actions  had.  He  could,  therefore,  account  for  the 
depreciation  of  exchange,  and  export  ot  gold  to 
America,  on  no  other  supposition  than  that  the  cur- 
rency of  the  “commercial  parts  of  America”  was 
even  more  contracted  and  disproportioned  to  commo- 
dities than  in  England.  But  why  was  not  the  ap- 
preciation of  money  “indicated  by  a fall  in  the  mo- 
ney prices  of  commodities?”  Though  this  was  the 
natural  “tendency,”  “conflicting  causes  marvelous- 
ly maintained  prices.”  What  were  the  conflicting 
causes  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gurney?  Evidently  the 
“increased  activity  in  the  manufacturing  districts” 
by  the  increased  demand  for  the  products  of  Eng- 
lish labor  for  American  consumption.  The  depre- 
ciation of  commodities  by  the  appreciation  of  money 
was  counteracted  by  an  appreciation  of  commodities 
by  an  increased  demand  for  them.  Though  the  ideas 
of  Mr.  Gurnej’’  seem  clear,  he  seems,  for  want  of 
facts,  to  be  involved  in  embarrassment  and  apparent 
contradiction.  That  the  value  of  money  was  raised 
in  England  by  an  insufficiency  in  quantity,  was  in- 
consistent with  the  exportation  of  gold,  unless  in 
America,  also,  the  currency  was  contracted.  And 
yet  a contraction  of  the  currency  in  America  was  in- 
consistent with  our  increased  demand  for  English 
manufactures.  Had  the  witness,  however,  known 
that,  so  far  from  a contraction,  our  currency  had 
expanded  near  100  per  cent,  and  that  exchanges 
were  in  our  favor  whilst  there  was  a large  balance 
against  us;  that  we  were  draining  them  of  their 
gold  in  defiance  of  this  heavy  debt  and  redundant 
currency;  his  embarrassment  would  have  increased, 
until  he  ascertained  that  we  were  performing  all 
these  commercial  miracles  under  a new  system  of 
finance,  by  which  we  exchanged  our  credit  for  their 
capital,  and,  alter  going  in  debt  for  a large  com- 
mercial balance,  borrowed  a still  greater  amount, 
and  thereby  turned  the  exlhanges  against  them  by  bor- 
rowing their  own  money. 

Mr.  K.  further  sustained  his  proposition,  and 
strengthened  his  evidence  upon  this  point  by  intro- 
ducing official  tables  from  England  of  some  of  the 
principal  articles  of  raw  produce  for  English  man- 
ufactures, &c.  entered  for  home  consumption,  and 
the  official  and  declared  valuation  of  exports;  both 
embracing  the  period  in  question,  except  the  offi- 
cial valuation  for  1837,  which  he  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain. 

The  following  are  the  tables  produced  and  read 
by  Mr.  King. 

•Quantities  of  several  principal  articles  of  raw  produce  of 

manufactures,  &e.  enlered  for  home  consumption  in  the 

years  endins  January  5,  respectively,  with  tile  absolute 

and  proportional  increase  from  1 83d  to  1837. 


ARTICLES. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

Cotton  lbs. 

■293.497,167 

398.662,661 

333,043.464 

376.950,569 

Silk , raw  “ 

3,838,795 

3,346,751 

4,101 ,008 

4,372.498 

l brown  “ 

268,367 

165.768 

254.578 

294,934 

Wool  “ 

39,153,463 

41,113,448 

43,119,993 

66,724,794 

Absolute  increase. 

Increase  per  ceil 

Cotton  lbs. 

72,348,108 

20.20  nearly. 

Silk,  raw  “ 

1,025,747 

30.  do. 

thrown  “ 

129,166 

50.  do. 

Wool  “ 

19,611,346 

50.  do. 

Table  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  ex- 
ported to  foreign  parts,  calculated  at  the  official  and  de- 
clared rate  of  valuation. 

Official  valuation . 

1834.  1835.  1836. 

69,633,853  73,493,535  77,932,616 

Increase  official  value,  5.9. 

Declared  valuation. 

1834.  1835.  1836.  1837. 

39,305,512  41,286,594  41,437,123  46,796,937 

Increase  de  dared  value,  12  9. 

By  the  above  official  tables,  Mr.  K.  said  it  would 
clearly  appear  that  the  national  wealth  and  industry 
had  greatly  increased,  whilst  the  currency  had  re- 
mained about  stationary,  as  previously  established. 
Mr.  It.  thought  he  had  now  fully  established  that 
the  currency  of  England  had  not  been  equally  ex- 
panded with  our  own,  but  on  the  contrary  there  had 
been  actually  “a  gradual  increase  in  the  value  of 
money.” 

The  second  proposition  (Mr.  It.  said)  scarcely 
needed  proof  from  its  close  connexion  with  the  first. 
He  would  put  the  matter  at  rest,  however,  by  the 
production  of  evidence  that  ought  to  be  satisfacto- 
ry to  all.  This  evidence  was  the  perfect  agreement, 
on  this  point,  of  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer  and  Mr. 
Knowles  in  their  controversy  concerning  the  action 
of  the  joint-stock  banks  and  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  of  England.  Mr.  Palmer,  in  apologizing  for 
the  contraction  of  the  bank,  and  alluding  to”  the 
causes,  &c.  says:  “it  is  necessary  to  state  these,  as 
they  seem,  in  no  degree,  to  have  arisen  from  overtra- 
ding or  any  undue  speculative  advance  in  commercial 
prices.”  Mr.  Knowles,  however,  is  not  satisfied 
with  this  admission,  but,  wishing  the  fact  establish- 
ed beyond  doubt,  he  asserts  the' same  thing,  and  re- 
fers to  the  proofs.  Mr.  Knowles,  after  proving  that 
the  legitimate  demand  for  currency  had  beeli  in-, 
creased  by  the  increase  of  national  wealth,  says: 


“A  table  of  prices,  had  I time  to  prepare  one,  would 
prove  beyond  question  that  so  far  from  a rise  in  prices 
generally,  in  many  cases  there  has  been  a.  fall  even 
with  decreasing  stock;  a fact  quite  incompatible  with 
an  over-issue  and  depreciation  of  the  currency. 
While,  again,  where  a rise  in  prices  has  taken  place, 
it  is  distinctly  referable  to  causes  prospectively  affect- 
ing the  market  as  to  supply.”  Some  fluctuations 
were  doubtless  exhibited  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts in  particular  articles,  and  especially  in  arti- 
cles for  American  consumption,  which,  from  the 
heavy  increased  demand  for  them,  could  not  be  rea- 
dily supplied  by  existing  establishments.  This, 
however,  “is  distinctly  referable  to  causes  affecting 
the  market  as  to  supply,”  and  was  no  evidence  of  a 
redundancy  of  the  circulation.  The  distinction 
might  always  be  settled  by  an  observation  of  the 
following  rules:  that  whenever  there  is  a great  fluc- 
tuation in  the  value  of  a particular  article  or  com- 
modity, whilst  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  coun- 
try generally  remains  unaffected,  vve  may  lake  it  for 
granted  that  the  fluctuation  is  owing  to  a change  in 
the  relation  between  the  demand  and  supply.  For 
instance,  if  there  be  a short  crop  of  corn,  the  supply 
will  fall  short  of  the  demand,  and  the  price  of  corn 
will  rise,  whilst  all  other  commodities  may  stand 
firm.  This  rise  is  occasioned  by  the  change  in  the 
relation  between  the  supply  and  demand.  But  if 
we  find  the  price  of  every  commodity  raised  to  an 
unusual  elevation,  (as  lately  in  the  United  States,) 
we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  the  price  is  owing 
to  the  change  in  the  relation  between  currency  and 
commodities;  in  other  words,  that  currency  or  credit, 
or  both,  has  been  greatly  increased  and  consequent- 
ly depreciated.  This  partial  and  local  fluctuation, 
then,  where  it  existed,  amounted  to  nothing,  as  it 
was  trifling  and  partial,  and  attributed  to  a fluctua- 
tion between  supply  and  demand — a fluctuation  to 
be  found  to  some  extent  in  all  countries  and  at  all 
times.  Doubtless  some  additional  activity  was  oc- 
casioned by  our  artificial  and  credit  demand  for  man- 
ufactures, attended  also  with  an  increase  of  manu- 
facturing stock.  It  was  very  likely,  also,  some  local 
overaction  in  the  joint-stock  banks  was  occasioned 
by  the  large  profits  they  derived  from  the  discount 
of  American  securities  and  credits  to  supply  our 
credit  demand  for  money;  for  under  our  preposter- 
our  system  adopted  in  1834,  of  importing  borrowed 
money  to  multiply  credits  upon,  we  have  been  wil- 
ling to  take  all  their  cash  as  well  as  all  their  com- 
modities, and  give  more  than  any  body  else  for 
them,  if  they  would  only  let  us  have  them  on  credit. 
These  partial  fluctuations  were  uncertain  and  un- 
important, and,  so  far  as  they  did  exist,  if  at  all,  are 
easily  accounted  for,  and  principally,  if  not  entire- 
ly, to  be  attributed  to  a connexion  with  us.  In  no 
view  of  the  subject  could  they  be  used  as  evidence 
of  a national  redundancy  of  currency  or  credit,  or 
of  a national  overtrading,  neither  of  which,  as  we 
have  seen,  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  K.  said  the  latter  part  of  the  second  proposi- 
tion, and  the  whole  of  the  third,  seemed  to  be  estab- 
lished by  inference  from  the  positions  already  estab- 
lished, and  the  proofs  already  adduced.  The  only 
further  proof  that  could  be  deemed  necessary  on 
these  points,  was  to  establish  the  fact  that  at  the 
very  time  we  were  importing  large  sums  of  specie 
under  the  encouragement  of  the  wise  policy  of  the 
executive,  as  it  was  called,  we  were  enormously 
indebted,  not  only  on  a commercial  balance,  but  also 
for  money  borrowed  in  the  very  face  of  this  commer- 
cial balance  against  us. 

Mr.  K.  said  it  here  again  became  his  unpleasant 
duty  to  prove  that  the  president  was  mistaken  in 
his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  our  foreign  debt.  It 
was  important  to  notice  this  mistake  with  another 
view.  We  would  not  act  in  reference  to  our  true 
situation  as  debtors,  if  we  believed  we  owed  noth- 
ing. The  president  gives  the  estimate  of  our  for- 
eign debt  in  March  last  at  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 
The  president  could  have  had  no  unworthy  object 
in  this  under-estimate;  but  still  it  is  a mistake,  and 
one  that  should  be  noticed  and  corrected.  If  the 
estimate  of  the  president  were  correct,  the  debt  had 
evidently  been  paid,  and  overpaid.  He  had  seen 
an  estimate  more  than  two  months  ago,  which  seem- 
ed reasonable,  and  probable  in  all  its  details,  which 
estimated  the  liquidation  of  our  foreign  debt  since 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  $32, 000, 000. 
We  had  been  remitting  specie,  and  exchange,  and 
shipping  cotton  ever  since;  and  he  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  we  had  paid  and  liquidated  in 
different  ways,  since  March  last,  less  than  forty-five, 
and  perhaps  fifty  millions  of  dollars:  and  yet  we  find 
the  exchanges  heavily  against  us.  He  hoped,  then, 
our  banks  would  not  begin  to  expand,  and  our  peo- 
ple to  overtrade,  on  the  presumption  that  Europe 
was  indebted  to  us. 

Mr.  K.  said  no  one  could  pretend  to  accuracy  as 
to  the  amount  of  our  foreign  debt  in  March  last,  but, 
he  thought  he  could  satisfy  the  senate  that  if  every 


species  of  obligation  were  taken  into  account  it  was 
much  nearer  one  hundred  and  thirty  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  furnish  the  senate  with 
such  evidence  as  he  had  to  offer  on  this  subject.  In 
the  first  place,  he  took  the  commercial  balance  alone 
for  the  year  1836,  as  reported  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  at  upwards  of  sixty  millions.  It  seem- 
ed, by  the  report  furnished  at  this  session  by  the 
secretary,  that  he  estimated  the  commercial  balance 
which  remained  as  a foreign  debt,  at.over  thirty 
millions;  and  perhaps  this  statement  misled  the 
president,  who  took  the  secretary’s  commercial 
balance  of  one  year  for  the  entire  balance  at  the  pe- 
riod referred  to.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
secretary  was  mistaken  even  as  to  this  commercial 
balance  for  1836.  He  seemed  to  have  deducted 
thirty  millions  from  the  sixty(as  Mr.  K.  supposed.) 
for  our  share  of  the  profits  ot  trade.  Mr.  K.  thought 
not  a cent  should  be  deducted.  We  had  it  from 
English  accounts,  and  had  loo  much  reason  to  be- 
lieve the- fact,  that  the  principal  articles  of  Ameri- 
can exports  declined  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  be- 
tween Juljq  1S36,  and  April,  1837.  He  believed, 
then,  we  had  lost  on  our  exports  the  full  amount  of 
profit,  and  perhaps  more;  and  that  the  gross  amount 
of  balance  might  safely  be  estimated  as  a foreign 
debt  against  us  for  the  year  1836  alone. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  show  the  amount  of 
money  we  had  borrowed  in  Europe  in  the  space  of 
one  year  ending  in  the  fall  of  1836.  As  Europe 
owed  us  nothing  on  an  exchange  of  commodities,  of 
course  the  amount  of  specie  (beyond  that  included 
in  the  statement  of  imports)  which  we  obtained 
from  them,  must  have  been  obtained  on  credit,  in 
some  form  or  other.  It  was  impossible  to  get  at 
any  thing  like  correct  official  information  on  this 
subject.  As  there  was  no  duty  or  prohibition  either 
on  exports  or  imports  of  specie,  there  was  but  little 
attention  paid  to  it  at  custom-houses  either  in  Eu- 
rope or  America.  Large  bankers,  whose  business 
gives  them  an  interest,  as  well  as  knowledge  of 
loans  and  specie  shipments,  were  the  only  class 
from  which  much  information  could  be  obtained, 
and  they  rarely  knew  of  any  except  large  and  noto- 
rious transactions.  A statement  made  by  Mr.  Fay- 
ott,  of  Paris,  a man  of  great  research  and  many  op- 
portunities, he  believed  as  much  to  he  relied  on  as 
any  other.  This  statement  was  made  in  the  latter 
part  (if  he  mistook  not)  of  1836,  and  purported  to 
be  an  estimate  of  the  specie  shipped  from  Europe 
to  America  during  the  year  preceding  the  state- 
ment. This  statement  Mr.  K.  read  as  follows. 
Satement  from  Frederick  Fayott’s  essay,  published 
in  Paris  in  1836,  of  the  amount  of  specie  shipped 
from  Europe  to  America  in  one  year  previous  to 
the  date  of  the  essay. 

England,  from  J^ouiuealary  evidence, 

say  jSG, 041,666 

Holland,  two  loans,  forming  together 
£ 2,500,000,  one-half  shipped  in 
specie,  1,250,000 

In  France,  the  indemnity  18,000,000  fr. 
and  Hottinguer  loan  14,000,000,  to- 
gether 1,333,333 


£8,624,999 

If  the  above  statement  be  correct,  (and  it  was 
certainly  more  likely  to  be  under  than  over  the  true 
amount,)  we  had  imported  near  forty  millions  of 
dollars  in  one  year,  besides  the  indemnity,  which, 
if  the  laws  of  trade  had  been  allowed  a free  opera- 
tion, would  have  been  more  profitably  drawn  for  than 
imported.  Adding  the  above  sum  to  the  commercial 
balance  of  60,000,000,  and  we  had  evidence  of  about 
100,000,000,  less  only  the  specie  included  in  imports. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  was  well  known,  he  said,  that 
we  had  been  issuing  credits  to  a greater  or  less  ex- 
tent ever  since  the  commencement  of  1834,  and 
the  entire  foreign  debt  might  safely  be  put  down  at 
much  more  than  100,000,000  in  March  last.  The 
debt  being  established.it  follows  that  the  state  of 
our  foreign  exchanges  have  been  false  and  delusive, 
and,  having  been  effected  by  the  use  of  credit,  have 
been  no  indication  of  the  true  balance  of  trade  on  a 
fair  exchange  of  commodities;  credit  having  the 
same  effect  on  the  exchanges  as  the  exportation  of 
an  equal  value  in  commodities.  Mr.  K.  however, 
concluded  this  branch  of  the  subject  by  adding  that 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  pay  the  whole  debt 
before  exchanges  would  be  equalized;  a very  large 
portion  of  it  having  assumed  the  form  of  investments, 
on  which  we  should  only  have  to  pay  the  interest; 
and,  moreover,  the  nature  of  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  countries  will  hear  a very  consider- 
able foreign  debt  against  us,  without  affecting  the 
exchanges. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  he  hoped  he  had  proven  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  senate,  that  the  causes  of  the 
present  distress  were  not  common  to  other  commer- 
cial countries,  which,  in  fact,  had  suffered  only  by 
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their  connexion  with  us.  They  had  not  over-trad- 
ed, over  issued,  nor  had  any  speculative  rise  in 
prices  similar  to  our  own.  The  causes,  then,  must 
be  located  in  our  own  country;  and  Mr.  K.  said  he 
would  endeavor  to  explain  when,  how,  and  by  what 
agency,  they  originated  here. 

He  then  went  back  to  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
ites  in  1833 — a measure  that  he  had  frequently 
spoken  of  before,  as  having  been  productive  of 
much  miscfiief,  and  no  counterbalancing  good.  He 
had  briefly  noticed  its  agency  in  bringing  the  coun- 
try into  its  then  present  condition  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; and  every  prediction  then  made  had  become 
true,  and  each  cause  had  operated  in  the  manner 
there  stated,  so  far  as  they  had  been  since  develop- 
ed. He  would  only  no\y  say  of  it  what  all  admit- 
ted— that  it  produced  a panic  which  greatly  depre- 
ciated every  article  of  home  consumption  in  the 
latter  part  of  1833  and  part  of  1834,  w;hilst  the  price 
of  our  exports  was  not  affected  by  the  measure  in 
the  foreign  market.  The  immediate  effect  was  a 
rise  in  our  foreign  exchanges,  and  twelve  or  four- 
teen millions  of  specie  poured  in  upon  us.  This 
effect  was  not  anticipated  by  the  president,  as  we 
could  see  by  an  exposition  of  his  views  when  the 
measure  was  adopted.  He  had  no  more  idea  of 
bringing  specie,  than  he  had  of  bringing  London  to 
America  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Yet  the 
friends  of  the  measure  immediately  boasted  of  it, 
as  one  of  the  happy  results  of  that  wise  measure, 
from  which  many  and  countless  blessings  were  to 
flow  in  upon  the  country.  Well,  sir,  the  currency 
was  already  full,  if  not  redundant;  and  that  this 
specie,  thus  suddenly  forced  in  upon  us  by  violent- 
ly striking  down  the  value  of  home  consumption, 
would  displace  an  equal  amount  of  paper  circula- 
ting in  good  credit,  was  one  of  those  strange  expe- 
rimental notions  by  which  people  unacquainted  with 
the  subject  have  been  deluded,  and  our  finances 
ruined.  Paper  must  first  be  expelled;  and  then  spe- 
cie will  fill  the  vacuum,  by  a law  of  currency. 
Expulsion  must  precede , and  cannot,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  expected  to  follow,  the  introduc- 
tion of  specie,  which,  instead  of  expelling  paper, 
will  become  the  basis  of  further  issues  by  banks,  if 
they  be  left  uncontrolled  by  any  restricting  or  regu- 
lating power.  Accordingly,  much  of  this  specie 
went  into  banks,  or  was  collected  together  in  the 
formation  of  new'  banks,  the  whole  continuing  to 
expand,  and  produce  a speculative  rise  in  prices, 
which,  by  a reciprocating  operation,  produced  still 
further  expansions,  by  a well  known  law  of  finance. 
This,  of  course,  produced  speculation  at  home  and 
heavy  importations  from  abroad,  which  at  last  even 
extended  to  the  necessaries  of  life.  Our  people 
being  intoxicated  by  this  delusive  prosperity,  every 
species  of  property  was  embraced  in  the,  wide  range 
of  speculation,  which  speedily  reached  the  public 
lands.  Every  one  seemed  to  think  it  much  easier 
to  get  rich  by  speculating  in  land  than  by  cultivating 
it;  and,  by  large  land  sales,  added  to  heavy  impor- 
tations, soon  produced  an  enormous  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  which  was  distributed  in  a great  number 
of  banks.  There  was  a great  anxiety  to  recom- 
mend state  depositories  to  the  people,  and  reconcile 
them  to  the  loss  of  the  United  States  bank,  by  prov- 
ing that  institution  to  be  unnecessary,  and  accord- 
ingly they  were  stimulated  to  accommodate  the 
community  by  the  use  of  the  public  funds.  In  this 
way  banks  were  multiplied,  paper  issues  were  mul- 
tiplied, speculations  w’ere  stimulated,  and  produced 
that  bloated  and  diseased  condition  which  began  to 
manifest  itself  in  the  summer  of  1836. 

_ It  may  be  necessary  in  this  connexion  more  par- 
ticularly to  notice  the  means  by  which  wre  were 
enabled  so  long  to  keep  up  this  forcing  process,  and 
prevent  an  earlier  reaction  by  the  operation  of  our 
foreign  debt.  This  was  plain  enough,  when  the 
facts  were  known,  though  it  had  continued  long  to 
puzzle  the  best  financiers  of  Europe.  The  natural 
effect  of  the  general  speculative  rise  of  prices  here, 
from  a redundancy  of  our  currency  and  credit,  was 
to  depreciate  our  foreign  exchanges,  and  produce  a 
call  for  the  balance  of  our  foreign  debt.  Yet  we 
prevented  this,  by  sending  them  bonds,  bank  shares, 
state  stocks,  and  credits  of  various  descriptions,  to 
a greater  amount  than  we  owed  them.  By  these 
means  we  raised  our  own  exchanges  and  depreciated 
theirs,  which  drained  them  of  their  bullion,  (as  be- 
fore intimated,)  by  means  of  the  credits  they  ex- 
tended to  us.  These  speculations  at  home  had  pro- 
duced almost  an  unlimited  demand  for  money,  and 
we  would  take  all  their  cash,  as  well  as  all  their 
commodities,  and  overbid  their  own  capitalists  to  get 
them,,  provided  we  could  make  the  operation  on  cre- 
dit. Thus  we  continued  inverting  the  laws  of 
trade,  and  utterly  confounding  the  bank  directors 
.and  capitalists  of  England,  until  the  summer  of 
.1836.  We  find  that  the  bank  directors  then  made 
the  discovery  that  the  United  States  had  been 
.draining  them  of  their  gold  “on  credit,”  and  they 


took  steps  to  prevent  it,  by  increasing  the  rate  of 
interest  in  June  to  4£,  and  in  August  to  5 per  cent. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  United  States.  In  June, 
1836,  the  ruin  threatened  by  so  large  an  accumula- 
tion of  the  public  money,  and  the  uses  that  were 
made  of  it,  and  the  unsound  state  of  the  currency 
generally,  was  so  manifest  that  all  parties  united  in 
the  opinion  that  something  must  be  done  with  it. 
After  full  discussion  and  great  deliberation,  con- 
gress, with  uncommon  unanimity,  adopted  the  law 
to  distribute  the  deposites  among  the  states.  Though 
no  measure  could  be  free  from  objection,  this,  was 
certainly  the  wisest  that  could  have  been  adopted 
in  reference  to  the  end  proposed.  It  depleted  the 
treasury,  and  checked  over-issues,  by  a public  law, 
with  full  notice,  easy  terms,  and  ample  time  for  its 
execution.  The  president  was,  unfortunately,  op- 
posed to  it,  and  seemed  determined,  not  only  to  use 
every  means  to  prevent  its  efficiency,  but  to  pre- 
vent its  operation  on  the  western  and  southwestern 
deposite  banks,  which,  in  fact,  most  needed  its 
operation.  With  this  view,  he  adopted  the  famous 
specie  circular — a sort  of  order  in  council — though 
the  identical  measure  had  been  a few  days  before 
proposed  as  a legislative  measure,  and,  with  almost 
perfect  unanimity,  rejected  by  the  senate. 

The  principal,  perhaps  only  object  of  this  mea- 
sure was  to  save  from  explosion  some  of  the  totter- 
ingdeposite  banks  in  the  west  and  southwest,  when 
they  should  be  called  on  to  comply  with  the  depo- 
site law,  and  surrender  the  public  money.  His  ob- 
ject could  not  have  been  to  prevent  over-issues, 
such  an  object  being  inconsistent  with  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  deposite  bill,  which  was  certainly,  of  all 
others,  the  best  conceived  for  that  purpose.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  motive,  the  measure  was 
an  unwise  and  unfortunate  one,  deranging  the  whole 
internal  commerce  of  the  country,  producing  panic, 
breaking  up  exchanges,  and  destroying  credit,  at 
the  very  time,  of  all  others,  when  the  country  should 
have  been  permitted  to  make  the  best  of  its  resour- 
ces, without  violence  or  surprise. 

Mr.  It.  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  his  friends  who 
had  voted  against  this  executive  measure  through- 
out, now  coming  forward  sanctifying  an  executive 
triumph  over  the  legislative  authority',  by  acknow- 
ledging their  error.  His  worthy  friend  from  Con- 
necticut had  said  that  though  he  had  voted  uniform- 
ly against  it,  yet  that  it  “might  have  done  some 
good  in  saving  the  banks.”  This  confession  of  his 
friend  was,  perhaps,  a harmless  offering  to  executive 
power;  but  as  he  did  not  approve  of  such  gratuit- 
ous benevolence  at  the  cost  of  consistency,  in  a 
matter  of  such  importance  to  the  country,  he  must 
say  to  his  friend  that  he  entirely  disagreed  with  him, 

and  must  f'all  upon  him  for  <2om©  of  tho  bonehrinl, 

effects  of  this  wise  and  salutary  measure.  Tne 
senator  himself  told  us  in  the  next  breath  that  the 
deposite  banks,  and  all  other  banks  are  broken,  and 
that  the  public  money,  both  specie  and  paper,  have 
become  unavailable  in  their  vaults.  The  patient  is 
dead,  and  yet  the  treatment  is  lauded.  If  a quack, 
in  defiance  of  all  remonstrances,  continues  his  treat- 
ment, and  the  patient  dies,  we  may  conjecture  that 
he  would  have  done  no  better  with  a different  treat- 
ment, or  without  treatment;  but  how  he  could  have 
done  worse,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  conceive. 
This  measure,  then,  condemned  by  the  senate,  con- 
demned by  the  cabinet,  condemned  by  the  people, 
after  full  trial,  condemned  by  the  whole  legislative 
authority,  and  condemned  by  the  strong  evidences 
of  the  mischief  it  has  produced,  is  still  persevered 
in  by  the  executive,  lauded  for  its  “salutary  effects,” 
and  was  referred  to  by  one  senator  (looking  at  Mr. 
Benton),  as  “the  glorious  specie  circular.”  [Mr. 
Benton.  “Yes,  the  ever-glorious  specie  circular.”] 
Mr.  K.  with  great  animation.  Ah,  yes,  it  is  all  glo- 
ry and  no  good.  Where  are  the  evidences  ot  your 
glory?  Is  there  any  thing  glorious  in  the  present  un- 
happy condition  of  the  country?  Your  government 
insolvent  and  disgraced.  Our  people  branded  by 
foreigners  as  a nation  of  fraudulent  bankrupts  and 
swindlers;  your  merchants  bankrupt;  your  manu- 
facturers languishing  in  idleness  and  distress;  your 
planters  ruined,  and  two-thirds  of  the  laboring 
population  of  the  United  States  threatened  with  ac- 
tual stanmtion.  These  are  the  evidences  of  the 
“salutary”  effects  of  the  measures  we  are  called  on 
to  glorify.  Why,  sir,  the  senator  must  have  for- 
gotten that  glory  has  depreciated  in  the  market. 
Like  paper  currency,  it  ha3  been  redundant,  and  is 
now  almost  as  much  below  par,  as  rag  money;  very 
much  for  the  same  reason,  too.  On  examination, 
we  find  that  neither  has  had  a very  solid  basis  to 
rest  upon. 

So  much  (said  Mr.  King)  for  the  glory  of  this 
order.  I now  propose  to  take  a more  dispassionate, 
and  better  reasoned  view  of  it  as  a financial  mea- 
sure. 

The  plain  objection  to  the  circular  as  a financial 
measure  is,  that  it  did  violence  to  all  the  laws  of 


trade  and  commerce  by  the  forcible  interference  of 
the  government.  The  easing  operations  of  exchanges, 
so  useful  and  necessary  in  adjusting  ascertained 
balances  between  different  sections  of  the  country, 
were  suddenly  and  violently  interrupted.  The  use- 
ful admonition  of  an  unfavorable  balance,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  exchanges,  was  not  only  disregarded, 
but  that  balance  forcibly  increased.  The  destructive 
tendency  of  such  interference  by  government  in 
the  commerce  of  the  country  has  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Strange),  though  I thought  the  principle  might 
have  been  better  applied  by  him.  Such  measures 
produce  the  same  effects  in  the  same  way,  when- 
ever and  wherever  applied  in  a free  commercial 
country;  always  taking  the  people  by  surprise,  and 
breaking  up  the  established  order  of  things.  The 
business  of  the  country'  is  as  effectually  deranged 
and  disorganized  by  such  violence  as  is  the  human 
system  by  the  destruclion  of  the  heart. 

Commerce  has  its  laws.  The  people  study  them, 
and  by  study,  observation,  and  experience,  become 
acquainted  with  them,  to  a very  great  extent,  and 
make  their  calculations  and  regulate  their  business 
accordingly.  They  always  must  greatly  sutler  when 
forcibly  deprived  of  these  advantages;  and  particu- 
larly if  the  force  be  applied  to  a paper  cr  mixed 
currency.  Doubtless  the  evils  of  a paper  currency 
(though  it  has  some  advantages)  are  very  great. 

I do  not  knov. , in  many  respects,  that  they  are 
over-estimated  by  the  senator  from  Missouri.  I 
hope  he,  how'erer,  after  the  most  fatal  experience 
to  the  country,  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
evils  of  the  system  can  only  be  reached  by  a legis- 
lative authority  that  can  reach  the  system  itself.  It 
is  acknowledged  we  have  no  power  over  the  system, 
and  yet,  by  this  executive  lashing  and  fretting,  and 
chastising  and  torturing,  we  keep  the  country  and  the 
currency  in  a perpetual  fever  and  fluctuation;  giving 
us  all  the  evils  of  the  system,  without  its  advantages. 
Sir,  you  might  as  well  undertake  to  make  a full- 
grown  intellectual  man,  with  trowel  and  mortar,  and 
regulate  the  circulation  of  his  blood  with  a tinker’s 
tools,  as  to  undertake  to  make  a uniform  standard 
of  value  of  a paper  or  mixed  currency,  and  regulate 
its  functions,  as  money,  by  the  continual  tinkering, 
and  the  successive  and  sudden  application  of  force 
by  the  iron  hand  of  government.  Sir,  you  can’t  do 
it;  you  have  neither  the  materials  nor  the  laws  for 
such  a consummation.  You  may  do  infinite  mis- 
chief, but  you  will  never  do  any  good.  You  may 
break  up  business,  and.  ruin  the  industrious  classes, 
but  you  w'ill  do  no  good  to  any  class,  except  such 
as  know  how  to  profit  by  confusion,  and  speculate 
on  the  misfortunes  of  their  fellow-rnen. 

„ He  said  that  at  tho  very  time  thia  otrange  order 
vvas  issued,  exchange  was  already  sufficiently  high 
against  the  southwest  and  west,  to  have  made  the 
transmission  of  specie  a profitable  operation.  This 
was  seen  by  the  senate  when  they  with  such  una- 
nimity refused  to  take  the  responsibility  of  the 
measure.  The  effect,  as  foreseen,  was  first  to  raise 
the  exchanges,  and  then  break  them  up.  Why, 
sir,  said  he,  if  the  whole  eurrency  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  specie,  any  measure  opposing  the 
force  of  government  to  the  laws  of  trade,  the 
practical  effect  of  which  should  be  to  require  the 
actual  transmission  of  specie  against  the  rate  of 
exchange,  would  so  far  double  the  exchanges,  upon 
a mathematical  principle,  by  requiring  two  transits 
of  specie  instead  of  one.  So  true  is  the  operation  oi 
this  principle,  that  even  an  arbitrary  requisition 
that  the  paper  money  alone  of  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board should  be  received  for  public  lands  would 
have  produced  a heavy  effect  upon  the  exchanges, 
because  in  the  exchanges  it  would,  have  added  to  the 
wrong  side  of  the  account. 

But,  sir,  when  we  come  to  the  actual  operation 
in  question;  when  we  come  not  only  to  take  money 
from  a point  where  it  is  due,  and  send  it  to  a point 
from  which  it  is  owing— to  take  it  from  the  creditor 
and  send  it  to  the  debtor,  but  perform  this  rough 
and  anti-commercial  operation  by  taking  away  the 
very  basis  upon  which  five-sixths  of  the  currency  rests, 
you  produce  effects  that  can  never  be  arithmetically 
calculated,  and  of  which  no  adequate  conception 
can  be  formed,  except  by  witnessing  the  actual 
effects  almost  immediately  produced  by  the  measure 
on  the  commercial  seaboard,  arid  those  sections 
upon  which  the  measure  was  intended  to  operate. 
An  exact  ratio  would  contract  the  whole  currency 
in  the  money  market,  from  which  the  specie  is 
thus  drawn,  in  the  proportion  in  which  paper  is 
based  on  specie,  thereby  contracting  six  millions 
for  every  one  thus  abstracted,  if  the  proportion  be 
five  paper  dollars  based  on  one  of  specie.  But  we 
all  know'  that  such  measures  do  not  operate  in  an 
exact,  but  in  a loose  ratio,  from  the  apprehen- 
sion, the  confusion,  panic,  and  alarm  which  they 
create,  and  the  commercial  resources  they  cut 
off.  This  measure  cut  off,  to  a great  extent, 
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the  resources  of  the  Atlantic  merchants  in  the 
enormous  amount  of  debt  due  them  from  the  west 
and  southwest,  for  it  not  only  unnaturally  sent 
their  money  from  them,  bill  prevented  any  coming  to 
them.  But  determining  to  have  some  triends  to  the 
measure,  it  has  been  insisted  that  although  it  may 
have  ruined  the  Atlantic  merchants,  and  done  inju- 
ry to  creditors,  yet  it  was  a great  blessing  to  the 
people  of  the  west.  These  people,  however,  it 
seems,  are  not  so  easily  gulled  by  these  forced 
"blessings,  for,  after  a full  trial  of  it,  their  represen- 
tatives, with  great  unanimity,  voted  last  session  to 
repeal  it.  The  able  speech  of  one  of  their  represen- 
tatives (Mr.  Walker)  at  the  last  session,  explained 
to  us  the  nature  and  operation  of  this  blessing,  and 
the  legislature  of  his  state  had,  by  a resolution, 
unanimously  sustained  him.  He  did  not  know  how 
grateful  his  friend  felt  for  these  blessings  forced 
upon  him  by  the  executive,  and  which  Jiad  contri- 
buted so  largely  to  bankrupt  his  constituents;  but 
for  himself,  Mr.  K.  said  (to  use  a rustic  phrase)  he 
would  not  like  to  be  funnelled,  even  with  cham- 
pagne. 

But  what  was  its  “happy  effect”  upon  the  west 
and  southwest,  whilst  it  ruined  the  seaboard?  Was 
the  debtor  aided  whilst  the  creditor  was  oppressed? 
Not  at  all,  sir.  Whilst  this  specie  was  on  the  voy- 
age of  its  exile,  and  after  it  reached  the  deposite 
banks,  so  far  as  the  commercial  and  planting  inter- 
ests were  concerned,  it  might  as  well  have  been 
buried  in  the  middle  of  the  earth,  or  carried  back 
to  the  mines  of  Mexico.  Did  it  aid  the  merchant 
in  paying  his  northern  and  eastern  debts?  No;  it  im- 
mediately increased  the  cost  to  him  of  such  payment,  by 
increasing  the  rale  of  exchange,  whilst,  at  the  same 
time,  it  closed  upon  him  all  the  usual  resources  of  ob- 
taining money.  This  increase  in  the  rate  of  exchange 
increased  the  danger  of  a demand  upon  the  banks  by 
the  merchants,  whilst  they  had  also  to  answer  the 
demands  of  their  bill-holders,  who  might  want  to 
purchase  the  public  lands.  What  northern  exchange 
they  had  was  soon  exhausted  in  reducing  their  cir- 
culation, whilst  they  could  not  prudently  do  any 
business  that  would  place  their  own  issues  in  the 
hands  of  the  business  part  of  the  community. 
Jjgainst  the  business  part  of  the  community,  both 
merchants  and  planters,  they  were  suddenly  and  ef- 
fectually closed.  They  could  not  pay  out  paper  tor 
tear  specie  would  be  demanded  for  it,  for  the  rea- 
sons before  named.  They  could  not  pay  out  specie 
or  discount  for  merchants,  because  the  high  rate  of 
exchange  and  difficulty  of  procuring  it  at  any  price 
would  have  started  it  back  in  twenty-four  hours  to 
the  section  from  which  it  had  been  unnaturally  ex- 
iled. They  could  not  pay  out  specie  to  the  plant- 
ers, for  they  owed  the  merchants,  and  its  destination 
would  have  been  the  same.  If,  then,  they  did  any 
business  at  all,  they  must  do  it  with  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  in  which  they  were  secure  of  a return  of 
the  specie  deposites.  Accordingly  they  favored  this 
class  of  customers,  in  order  to  do  any  business  at 
all,  and  t ie  president  himself,  in  his  message,  refers 
to  the  circular  operation  by  which  they  contracted 
many  millions  of  debt  upon  a few  millions  of  specie; 
and  yet  one  popular  catch  to  recommend  this  mea- 
sure has  been,  that  it  was  aimed  at  land  specu- 
lators! 

The  measure,  Mr.  K.  said,  seemed  to  have  been 
attended  with  unmitigated  mischief.  Even  tile 
sales  of  public  lands  had  most  probably  been  in- 
creased by  it,  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. There  was  no  other  way  of  accounting  for 
the  heavy  amount  of  those  sales,  after  the  mania  for 
speculation  had  already  begun  to  decline.  Money 
became  dear  and  difficult  to  procure,  and  all  the 
public  lands  in  market  very  much  culled  and  se- 
lected. The  deposite  banks  in  the  new  states  had 
been  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  use  of  specu- 
lators, as  before  stated,  and,  moreover,  a great  num- 
ber were  induced  to  go  into  the  business  after  the 
adoption  of  the  order,  who  otherwise  would  not 
have  thoughtof  it.  Ours,  he  said , is  an  enterprising, 
speculative  people;  and  whenever  government  com- 
mits an  error,  or  adopts  an  unusual  measure,  they 
begin  to  think  what  can  be  made  of  it  in  a financial 
point  oT  view.  Accordingly,  the  impression  was 
very  general  that  this  measure  would  greatly  check 
purchases,  and  that  the  monopoly  of  those  who 
would  raise  specie  for  the  purpose  would  be  much 
more  valuable  than  if  no  sfep  had  been  taken  to 
destroy  competition.  He  said  he  knew  of  several 
himself  who  collected  their  capital,  turned  it  into 
specie,  and  went  into  the  business,  who,  but  for  the 
order,  would  not  have  thought  of  it.  For  these 
reasons,  an  intelligent  gentleman  from  the  west  had 
given  it  to  him  as  his  opinion  that  tile  sales  had 
been  much  increased  by  the  operation  of  (he  order, 
and  lie  (Mr.  IC.)  believed  it.  If,  then,  it  were  so 
desirable  to  check  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the 
object  had  failed:  even  the  president  acknowledges, 
in  the  message,  that  the  effect  of  tile  order  in  that 


particular  had  been  over-estimated.  But  this  was 
not  the  object  of  the  order.  The  object  of  the  order 
was  to  prop  up  a few  tottering  deposite  banks,  against 
the  combined  but  salutary  operation  of  the  distribution 
law,  and  a heavy  exchange.  The  president,  or  his 
advisers,  saw  that  some  ot  the  deposite  banks  in  the 
west  and  southwest  had  expanded  enormously,  and 
were  in  a precarious  condition,  and  exchange  al- 
ready sufficiently  high  to  endanger  demands  on 
them  for  speciej  and  he  feared  that,  when  asked 
also  for  a portion  of  the  public  money,  they  would 
explode,  and  give  a triumph  to  his  enemies,  by  the 
failure  of  his  favorite  experiment.  He  determined 
to  sustain  them  at  every  hazard,  and  without  a suf- 
ficient regard  to  tile  interests  of  the  people.  Did 
he  succeed  in  t his  object?  No.  On  the  contrary,  in 
this  last  grand  coup  d'etat,  or  rather,  coup  d' argent, 
to  sustain  his  experiment,  by  succoring  a few  tot- 
tering pet  banks,  lie  broke  the  whole;  yes,  sir, 
broke  the  whole;  for,  although  I do  not  intend  to 
attribute  to  tbio  order  more  importance  than  it  de- 
serves in  bringing  the  country  into  Its  present  con- 
dition, yet  I have  not  the  remotest  conception  that  we 
should  have  had  a general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  a national  bankruptcy,  but  for  the  adoption 
of  this  order.  He  said  he  believed  lie  could  prove 
this  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  would  listen  to 
the  facts,  and  impartially  attribute  to  human  passion 
its  natural  agency  in  stimulating  human  action. 

What  then  would  probably  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  if  this  measure  had  never  been 
adopted?  It  was,  before  the  adoption  of  the  order, 
in  a diseased,  bloated  and  feverish  condition,  entire- 
ly at  the  mercy  of  our  foreign  creditors.  The  bank 
of  England  had  already  taken  steps  to  prevent  the 
further  extension  of  our  credits  there,  and  by  the 
advance  in  the  rate  of  interest  had  stopped  our 
credit  drain  upon  their  bullion,  before  or  about  the 
time  the  order  went  into  operation.  This  raised 
the  value  of  money  on  the  seaboard,  where  the 
European  debt  was  owing.  Credits  to  western  and 
south-western  banks,  and  individuals,  which  had 
been  greatly  extended  by  northern  and  eastern 
banks,  had  been  checked,  and  balances  were  ex- 
pected to  aid  in  adjusting  the  foreign  debt.  This 
debt,  every  intelligent  merchant  saw,  must  now 
press  upon  11s  to  a very  considerable  extent.  The 
foreign  exchange  would  have  pressed  upon  the  sea- 
board: the  seaboard  would  have  pressed  upon  their 
western,  southern  and  south-western  debtors.  Much 
of  the  specie  of  the  banks  of  this  section  would 
have  gone  back  to  the  seaboard,  from  which  it  hart 
been  taken,  and  gone  to  Europe,  from  which  it  had 
been  first  borrowed.  We  should  have  had  a great 
pressure,  enmo  bcuiLi  uplcies  among  merchants,  and 
many  failures  among  speculators;  many  of  whom, 
however,  never  had  any  thing,  and  therefore  could 
lose  nothing  but  their  credit.  A great  number  of 
imprudent  and  unsound  banks  would  also  have  ex- 
ploded, as  they  should  have  done;  and  the  impurities 
of  the  system  would  have  run  off.  Many  of  these 
banks  were  mere  fancy  affairs — the  mere  funguses 
of  the  treasury — built  up  without  capital,  'and 
managed  without  prudence.  Banks  that  could  not 
sustain  themselves  under  the  legitimate  operations 
of  trade  and  commercial  demand,  should  have  been 
permitted  to  stop.  The  public  good,  and  even  of 
prudent  and  solvent  banks,  required  it.  What  sig- 
nified a few  millions  of  unavailable  funds,  in  a few 
imprudent  deposite  banks,  (even  ifthis  measure  had 
saved  them,  which  it  had  not),  compared  witli  the 
mischief  and  loss  resulting  from  breaking  up  the 
exchanges,  destroying  credit,  choking  up  the  natur- 
al channels  of  commerce,  and  preventing  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  from  flowing  to  those  points 
where  the  demands  of  commerce  required  them? 
The  condition  of  the  country  was  known,  and  the 
necessity  of  preparing  for  a heavy  revulsion  began 
to  be  feit.  ^ s usual,  however,  in  the  financiering 
of  the  ex-president,  what  was  raised  by  unsuccess- 
ful experiment,  must  be  torn  down*  by  passion. 
Never,  at  any  period  in  our  history,  did  we  so  much- 
need  the  privilege  of  making  the  best  of  our  resources 
by  a free  and  undisturbed  circulation  of  our  means. 
Because  the  patient  was  diseased  by  experiments, 
was  this  a reason  that  he  could  not  be  killed  by 
quackery?  His  condition  required  the  greater  care, 
and  a freer  circulation;  but  the  president’s  remedy 
was  like  turning  the  patient  heels  upwards  to  cure 
him  of  tlie  apoplexy;  or  putting  him  to  the  rack, 
to  reduce  a paroxysm  of  the  fever.  Fifteen  millions 
of  specie — perhaps  much  less — shipped  precisely  at 
the  time,  from  the  points  and  at  the  rates  which 
should  have  sent  it  to  meet  our  foreign  debt,  would 
have  satisfied  our  foreign  creditors  for  the  present, 
maintained  the  value  of  our  exports , and  given  us 
time  to  meet  the  balance,  by  economy  and  another  crop. 

Men  are  operated  upon  by  the  same  passions 
whether  acting  in  numbers  or  as  individuals.  If 
one  man,  by  extravagance  or  bad  management,  be- 
comes indebted  to  another  more  than  he  has  imme- 


diate means  to  pay,  but  honestly  acknowledges  the 
debt,  pays  down,  with  punctuality,  ail  the  ready 
means  he  has  to  spare,  and  asks  for  time  to  collect 
his  means,  and  make  another  crop,  the  indulgence 
will  be  granted.  But  if  he  insultingly  tells  the  cre- 
ditor he  had  no  business  to  trust  him — that  this  debt 
shall  not  be  paid,  and  adopts  measures  to  run  oil' 
his  means  into  the  wilderness,  to  keep  his  creditor 
from  getting  hold  of  them;  openly  boasts  of  the 
tricks  by  which  the  creditor  is  thus  defrauded;  the 
latter  immediately  stops  all  credit,  and,  instead  of 
receiving  part,  he  demands  the  whole,  and  resorts 
to  the  most  summary  and  violent  process  to  collect 
the  debt. 

This  was  precisely  the  relation  between  England 
and  this  country  when  this  order  went  into  opera- 
tion. The  bank  of  England  ascertained  early  in 
1336  that  the  United  States  had  been  draining  them 
of  their  bullion  “on  credit.”  They  adopted  the 
most  gentle  means  in  their  power  to  restore  the  ex- 
changes and  bring  back  a part  of  their  bullion. 
The  drain  was  stopped,  but  nothing  or  but  very 
little  returned  to  them.  By  the  adoption  of  the  cir- 
cular, specie  was  drawn  out  of  active  circulation  to  a 
great  extent,  and  bore  a premium  which  drew  it  in 
the  wrong  direction.  This  premium  in  the  west 
was  at  one  time  5 and  10  per  cent.  It  vvas  drawn 
from  the  commercial  points  by  some  to  sell  to  small 
dealers;  ail  emigrants  drew  and  carried  it,  besides 
what  was  drawn  by  others  for  larger  speculations. 
But  it  was  not  only  carried  off  by  a premium  in  the 
wrong  direction,  but  that  which  was  so  carried  off, 
and  all  other  specie,  was  locked  up  and  prevented 
from  flowing  to  the  points  where  it  was  required. 
What  was  the  result?  Why,  the  usual  rate  of  ex- 
change did  not  carry  off  the  specie  except  to  a very 
small  extent.  While  the  foreign  exchange  pulled 
one  way,  the  strange  policy  of  the  president  was 
pulling  the  other;  and  exchange  was  or  14  per 
cent,  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
Our  enterprising  merchants  saw  their  danger  from 
this  unnatural  warfare  against  them,  but  still  con- 
tinued manfully  struggling  to  save  their  own  credit 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  This  fact  shows  how 
unjust  and  cruel  have  been  the  ciiarges  heaped 
upon  the  merchants,  of  conspiring  against  their  own 
country  by  a run  upon  the  banks.  They  conspired 
to  prevent  a run,  as  appears  by  the  premiums  they 
consented  to  pay  for  exchange,  rather  than  demand 
specie.  Even  their  interests,  in  fact,  is  a sufficient 
answer  to  the  reckless  charges  which  have  been 
made  against  them. 

Well,  sir,  we  left  England  in  expectation  of  get- 
ting some  remittances  to  restore  a part  of  the  mo- 
ney we  had  borrowed  from  her.  These  remittances, 
however,  were  made  to  a very  trifling  extent.  In 
the  mean  timej  the  president  and  his  friends  were 
boasting  of  the  wise  policy  of  Vie  president  in  forcibly 
preventing  Vie  operations  of  exchange,  and  preventing 
the  payment  of  our  foreign  debt.  This  circular,  with 
the  eulogiums  on  this  “wise  policy,”  reached  Eng- 
land, and  the  enemies  of  the  bank  of  England  be- 
gan to  taunt  them  with  the  impotency  of  the  means 
they  had  adopted  to  get  back  the  gold  which  it  was 
alleged  their  own  mismanagement  and  want  of 
foresight  had  suffered  to  be  drawn  from  them.  The 
temper  inspired  by  this  measure,  and  the  taunts 
and  boastings  which  foil  awed  it,  was  natural 
enough,  and  may  be  seen  by  the  language  of  t lie 
deputy  governor  of  the  bank.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  t hat  it  was  the 
last  action  of  the  bank  of  England  on  American 
credits  that  produced  our  suspension.  If 'I  prove 
that  this  action  was  made  necessary,  or  provoked  by 
the  specie  circular,  and  what  followed  it,  I have 
fully  established  my  conclusion  from  admitted  pre- 
mises. 

What  says  this  officer  of  the  bank  in  reference 
to  tlie  vaporings  of  the  debtor  who  tricks  and  defies 
his  creditor  instead  of  paying  him,  or  showing  a 
willingness  to  pay  him?  I will  read  to  the  senate 
his  own  words. 

Mr.  King  then  read  from  a late  English  pam- 
phlet written  by  Horsley  Palmer,  tlie  deputy  go- 
vernor of  the  bank,  in  answer  to  tlie  charges  of  Mr. 
Lloyd: 

“In  answer  to  the  fifth  objection,  if  is  to  be  stat- 
ed that  no  expectation  was  intended  to  he  held  out 
that  gold  would  return  from  America  so  long  as  it 
proved  more  advantageous  to  ship  silver;  but  the  * 
expectation  meant  to  be  conveyed  was,  that  not- 
withstanding all  tlie  bombast  of  the  American  presi- 
dent, bullion  would  shortly  return  to  Europe  from 
(he  United  States,  and  that  belief  is  now  in  the 
course  of  being  fulfilled  by  the  daily  expected  arri- 
vals of  silver,  with  whicli  gold  is  procurable  in  the 
markets  of  Europe.” 

The  “expected  arrivals  of  silver,”  or  gold  either, 
however,  did  not  come,  or  at  most  were  very 
trifling.  Our  modern  financiers  had  put  a clamp 
upon  it,  with  about  as  much  wisdom  as  would  have 
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been  indicated  by  seizing  upon  and  stopping  the 
exportation  ot'  our  cotton  when  more  valuable  in 
Europe  than  here.  The  principal  of  expediency  is 
precisely  the  same.  There  was  one  mode  by  which 
we  could  be  crushed  in  an  instant.  It  was  “to  blow 
upon  American  credits”  when  offered  for  discount 
or  rediscount  by  the  American  houses,  or  the  joint- 
stock  banks.  This  was  postponed  to  the  last,  from 
the  disastrous  consequences  apprehended  to  the 
manufacturing  interests.  The  temper  displayed  in 
the  above  extract,  however,  will  show  that  they 
were  ready  to  do  that,  if  absolutely  necessary,  to 
prevent  an  insulting  triumph.  The  “bombast”  and 
the  circular  were  continued;  “the  bank  blew  on 
American  credits;”  our  whole  foreign  debt  came 
upon  us  at  once;  a panic  was  produced;  a short 
struggle  was  made  by  the  merchants:  but  a run 
upon  the  banks  followed:  they  suspended;  the  go- 
vernment suspended;  the  nation  became  bankrupt; 
and  we  are  now  assembled  to  contemplate  the  wis- 
dom and  glory  of  turning  the  commerce  of  a coun- 
try upside  down  to  make  it  prosper,  and  hurrying 
its  resources  to  enable  it  to  pay  its  debts.  Who 
cannot  plainly  see  from  this  connexion  of  facts  and 
inferences,  causes  and  consequences,  that  this  un- 
wise interference  with  the  finances  produced  the 
action  of  the  bank  of  England  which  is  admitted  to 
have  produced  the  suspension?  This  is  all  plain 
enough,  but  an  effort  is  made  to  draw  our  attention 
from  the  true  causes  by  crying  out  conspiracy;  yes, 
a conspiracy  between  our  merchants  and  English 
bankers  and  the  bank  of  England,  to  defeat  the  ex- 
ecutive policy! ! Never  was  a man  so  beset  with 
plots  and  conspiracies  as  our  venerable  ex-presi- 
dent. Whenever  a new  financial  system  explodes, 
or  one  of  his  experiments  fails,  he  insists  it  is  the 
result  of  a vile  combination  against  him  and  his 
policy,  and  calls  upon  the  democracy  to  rescue  him 
from  th*  hands  of  his  enemies.  Now,  the  in- 
terest of  the  parties  is  a sufficient  guaranty  against 
this,  and  it  again  most  unfortunately  happens  to  be 
contradicted  by  a known  and  notorious  historical  fact; 
the  bank  applied  to  government  to  drive  Ameri- 
can securities  out  of  the  market!  They  were  saved 
by  the  liberals.  A curious  conspiracy  this;  and 
rather  an  unprofitable  one,  too,  metbinks,  for  mer- 
chants and  bankers  to  engage  in.  John  Bull  will 
probably  lose  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  by  it. 

But,  (continued  Mr.  K.)  we  are  told  of  frequent 
convulsions  before.  Unfortunate  references,  Mr. 
K.  thought,  lor  those  who  made  them.  What  were 
they  when  compared  to  the  present?  That  of  1819 
arose  from  too  hasty  an  effort  to  restore  the  confu- 
sion into  which  the  finances  had  fallen  under  the 
state  banks;  that  of  1825  was  known  to  have  been 
brought  upon  us  by  England;  and  was  short  in  du- 
ration and  comparatively  trifling  in  consequence; 
and  what  was  that  of  1832,  that  is  so  much  harped 
on?  Why,  but  for  the  diligence  of  gentlemen  in 
looking  up  evidences  of  these  great  revulsions,  they 
would  not  have  been  known  or  recollected  out  of 
the  seaports,  and  hardly  there.  He  recollected 
some  short  paragraphs  in  1S32,  alluding  rather  tim- 
idly to  the  “rattling  of  specie  in  Wall  street;”  this 
continued  a few  days;  about  five  millions  were 
shipped;  the  bank  of  the  United  States  drew  bills 
for  about  an  equal  amount;  Ihe  foreign  creditor 
was  satisfied,  and  the  panic  ended.  We  had  then 
no  executive  financiering,  no  specie  circulars; 
trade  was  left  in  ihe  hands  of  its  lawful  guardians; 
specie  went  off  when  the  rate  of  exchange  required,  il; 
and,  by  the  prompt  payment  of  five  millions,  ihe  bank 
of  the  United  States  got  the  nation  a credit  for  the 
balance,  which  was  paid  by  the  crop  and  a diminished 
import. 

Yet  such  had  been  the  nature  of  the  warfare 
against  the  bank  whilst  in  life,  and  now  against  its 
ghost,  that  his  friend  from  Connecticut,  in  the 
next  breath  after  having  praised  the  circular,  made 
a furious  attack  upon  the  bank , for  interfering  with 
the  laws  of  trade  in  1832,  and  preventing  the  export  of 
specie.to  the  whole  amount  of  the  foreign  debt.  How 
this  argument  was  to  be  reconciled  with  the  specie 
circular  and  the  whole  “policy”  and  arguments  by 
which  it  has  been  lauded  and  justified,  Mr.  K. 
Would  leave  to  the  senator  and  the  friends  of  that 
measure  to  settle  among  themselves.  This  charge 
against  the  bank,  he  thought,  carried  the  true  doc- 
trine to  the  opposite  extreme.  A demand  for  a 
cash  balance  always  admonishes  the  nation  that  it 
has  over-traded;  and  unless  it  has  the  whole  amount 
to  spare,  it  is  frequently  an  advantage  to  pay  a port 
and  have  time  to  adjust  the  balance.  lie  thought 
then  the  bank  had  done  well  in  1832  to  pay  what  was 
required  in  specie,  and  get  the  nation  credit  lor  the 
balance  until  the  crop  of  exports  could  be  sold.  It 
was  frequently  of  advantage  to  an  individual,  he 
said,  when  he  had  become  unexpectedly  indebted, 
to  pay  what  ready  money  he  had,  and  get  credit  for 
the  balance  until  the  sale  of  his  crop;  and  one  ad- 
vantage of  a national  institution  was,  that  its  credit 


always  enabled  it  in  such  circumstances  to  get  in- 
dulgence for  the  nation,  as  a friend  was  sometimes 
useful  in  getting  credit  for  an  individual.  Sir,  said 
he,  the  fate  of  this  institution  was  most  extraordi- 
nary. If  Mr  Biddle  expanded,  he  was  bribing  the 
country:  if  he  contracted,  he  was  ruining  the 
country:  if  he  imported  specie,  he  was  speculating 
upon  the  country:  if  he  exported  specie  he  was 
conspiring  against  the  country:  if  he  stood  Up,  he 
was  impudent:  if  he  sit  down  he  was  suspicious: 
if  he  lay  down,  he  was  useless:  and  whenever  he 
made  a move,  whether  he  crossed  above  or  below 
the  executive,  be  equally  muddied  the  waters. 

He  thought  the  senator  from  Connecticut  had 
made  another  mistake  in  stating  that  the  expansion 
of  the  bank  occasioned  the  speculative  rise  in  prices, 
and  our  importations  of  1831.  The  over-impor- 
tation preceded  the  expansion,  and  the  expansion 
was  avowedly  intended  to  circulate  the  increase  of 
commodities  occasioned  by  the  over-importation. 
The  speculative  rise,  and  over-impojjfation  of  1831, 
were  owing  to  a cause  as  natural  no  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tides,  and  almost  as  periodical.  They 
arose  from  the  preceding  low  prices,  which  had 
stimulated  consumption,  and  exhausted  the  stocks 
in  1330.  These  fluctuations  are  always  g'oing  on 
in  every  nation  to  some  extent,  and  arise  from  the 
impossibility  of  keeping  up,  in  the  extended  busi- 
ness of  a nation,  an  exact  relation  between  supply 
and  demand. 

Mr.  K.  said  the  United  States  bank,  though  no 
longer  in  existence,  had  been  the  theme  of  every 
gentleman  who  had  addressed  the  senate.  He  should 
say  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary  to  justify  and 
defend  himself,  and  the  numerous  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration who  had  believed  in  the  utility  of  that 
institution.  His  defence  was  fully  justified,  lor, 
although  that  institution  ivas  established  by  ihe  demo- 
cratic party,  every  friend  of  il  is  placed,  in  sweep- 
ing denunciations,  among  aristocrats,  rogues,  and 
conspirators;  ranked  with  the  “Biddles  and  the 
Barings,  and  the  banks,”  and  set  upon  in  full  cry 
by  dunces  and  demagogues,  anxious  onty  to  turn 
attention  from  their  own  mischievous  blunders  and 
errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  said,  he  found  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  successful  and  happy 
operation.  He  learned  its  history,  and  found  that 
it  was  established  by  the  party  to  which  he  had  al- 
ways been  attached,  with  the  immortal  Madison  at 
their  head;  who  after  fatal  experience  had  changed 
his  opinion  on  the  subject.  This  paternity  recom- 
mended it,  but  reflection  as  well  as  experience  con- 
vinced him  of  its  great  utility  as  a financial  agent 
to  the  government,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  exter- 
nal commerce,  and  a -wholcoomo  3-acjulator  of  an 
otherwise  unregulated  paper  system.  As  an  original 
question,  be  was  and  ever  bad  been  opposed  to  the 
whole  paper  system;  but  the  system  certainly  had 
many  advantages  in  a free  country,  and  moreover 
was  fixed  upon  us,  and  no  one  generation  either 
could  or  would  bear  the  sacrifices  it  would  cost  to 
get  rid  of  it.  And  (added  he)  the  progress  we 
should  make  in  getting  rid  of  the  system  and  its 
abuses,  by  putting  down  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  predicted  by  me  in  the  senate  in  1834. 
Sir,  the  great  temperance  president,  or  temperance 
reformer,  Mr.  Delavan,  wiio  sends  us  so  many  tem- 
perance papers,  might  just  as  well  have  undertaken 
to  encourage  the  cause  of  temperance  in  which  he 
is  engaged,  by  breaking  up  one  respectable  grocery 
in  Chestnut  street,  that  he  might  raise  up  500  grog 
shops  in  the  Liberties,  the  villages,  and  the  western 
wilderness.  He  thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom  not 
to  waste  itself  on  impracticable  extremes,  but  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  the  system,  and  avoid  as 
many  of  its  evils  as  possible.  This  he  thought  was 
best  effected  by  a national  bank,  with  the  aid  of  the 
treasury.  The  vast  extent  of  our  country  gave  full 
time  to  such  an  institution  to  lop  off  redundancies 
and  fill  up  deficiencies  on  notice  of  an  irregularity 
in  the  currency  in  any  particular  sections  before 
the  effect  became  general.  It  was  clearly  the  in- 
terest of  such  an  institution  to  pprforrn  these  duties 
faithfully.  Its  own  successful  operation  in  a great 
measure  depended  oil  it;  which  was  the  best  gua- 
ranty to  the  public  that  they  woidd  be  so  performed. 
He  also  l-lieved  that  the  money  of  the  nation  could 
be  entrusted  to  no  agency  so  little  dangerous  to 
liberty,  or  so  unlikely  to  use  it  for  political  pur- 
poses. Experience  proved  the  truth  of  this  opinion. 
We  had  again  the  best  of  all  security— that  is,  the 
security  of  interest.  To  engage  in  politics,  or  unite 
itself  with  a political  party,  is  death  to  the  institution. 
What  evidence  had  been  shown,  or  could  be  shown, 
that  the  bank  ever  hinted  an  interference  with  poli- 
tics, until  it  supposed  tbs  executive  to  make  an 
overture  for  that  purpose?  In  1829  the  executive 
commenced  a correspondence  with  the  bank  to  pro- 
cure a change  in  the  president  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire branch.  He  did  not  say  that  any  thing  im- 


proper was  intended  by  the  executive;  but  it  was 
the  first  interference  of  tile  kind,  and  the  bank  sup- 
posed it  to  be  an  attempt  to  enlist  it  in  politics,  and 
unite  the  power  of  the  bank  with  the  power  of  the 
government.  It  declined  on  the  ground  that  the 
bank  never  had  and  could  not  now  think  of  inter- 
fering in  the  politics  of  the  country.  The  rest  is 
known.  The  message  followed  with  a charge  of 
what  nobody  had  ever  heard  ot  before,  and  recom- 
mending a treasury  bank,  uniting  the  power  and 
patronage  of  a bank  to  that  of  the  government. 
From  that  time  forth  the  executive  continued  to" 
struggle  for  the  money  power  until  it  took  posses- 
sion of  it  in  1833,  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

I only  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  prove  the  great 
reluctance  with  which  such  an  institution  will  al- 
ways engage  in  politics.  Its  interest  requires  the 
custom  ami  friendship  of  both  political  parties,  and 
it  cannot  prosper  against  a war  by  either.  The 
money  power  of  the  treasury  is  great,  let  it  be 
lodged  where  it  will;  but  for  the  reason  stated,  I 
believe  it  is  less  in  a national  bank,  connected,  with 
and  dependent  on  the  business  of  the  country,  than  in 
any  other.  There  was  no  danger  of  the  political 
influence  of  a bank,  if  the  executive  would  let  it 
alone.  Some  admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  im- 
properly attacked,  but  that,  being  attacked,  it  iiad 
over-issued  and  otherwise  mismanaged  in  its  strug- 
gles for  a re-charter.  This  might  be  true  to  some 
extent,  but,  if  so,  it  is  more  an  objection  to  the 
direction  than  the  institution,  and  might  be'  pre- 
vented by  a simple  provision  in  the  charter,  which 
file  old  charter  ought  to  have  contained. 

Sir,  these  are  the  opinions  I have  always  enter- 
tained, and  were  the  opinions  of  my  then  colleague, 
when  I came  into  the  senate:  they  were  known  to 
our  constituents.  But  as  this  was  a matter  of  ex- 
pediency, on  which  they  had  a right  to  judge,  they 
expected  to  be,  and  shall  be,  represented;  and  their 
wishes,  when  I last  heard  from  them,  were  against  a 
national  bank.  In  fact,  although  -I  believe  it  unfor- 
tunate that  tile  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  ques- 
tion of  establishing  a new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a very 
different  question.  Under  our  anti-bank  adminis- 
tration, the  bank  capital  has  been  much  more  than 
doubled,  in  a few  years.  Is  it  expedient  to  add  to 
il?  If  so,  the  practicability  of  controlling  it,  by  a 
national  bank  of  permissible  size,  and  the  manner 
of  doing  it,  are  important  questions.  The  present 
rate  of  exchange,  too,  would  render  it  difficult  to 
procure  specie  lor  the  institution,  and  create  a de- 
mand for  it,  that  would,  for  the  present,  add  to  the 
distress.  There  were  some  other  reasons  that  had 
been  referred  to,  but  which  he  would  not,  at  this 
time,  notice. 

Bub  we  are  gravely  told,  sir,  that  the  “bank  of 
the  United  States,  with  its  ‘still  greater  strength,’ 
has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  present  state  of 
affairs;  that  it  ‘has  not  been  able  to  check  other  in- 
stitutions, or  save  itself.’”  This  reference  to  the 
bank  would  have  done  very  well  for  a party  news- 
paper; but  I confess  I was  somewhat  astonished  to 
find  it  in  a message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  most  ignorant 
can  be  deceived  by  this  catch  at  a mere  name? 
Who  ever  thought  of  holding  tile  bank  of  the  United 
States  responsible  for  the  currency,  or  as  a financial 
regulator,  after  the  withdrawal  of  its  branches,  or 
even  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites?  What  ob- 
ligation was  it  under  to  Ihe  public,  after  the  public 
had  token  away  the  deposites  and  dispensed  with  its 
se  rvices?  Was  it  under  any  very  strong  obligation, 
if  if  had  the  power  to  aid  the  executive  in  an  ex- 
periment made  at  its  expense,  and  intended  for  its 
destruction?  I should  think  not;  and  to  hold  a state 
bank  responsible,  because  it  is  called  “the  bank  of 
the  United  States,”  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  It  has 
fallen  into  line  with  the  multitude  of  state  banks,, 
created  under  the  late  administration.  It  has  sup- 
ported his  “policy”  by  importing  specie  on  credit, 
that  it  might  hatch  more  paper  upon  it.  It  has 
gloried  in  the  confusion  of  the  exchanges,  by  which 
it  has  made  millions.  In  short,  like  the  rest  of  the 
state  banks,  it  has  gone  for  making  money;  it  has 
joined  its  fortunes  with  the  state  banks;  it  lias  bor- 
rowed specie  like  the  state  banks;  has  expanded 
with  the  state  hanks;  has  shaved  with  the  state 
banks;  has  failed  with  the  state  banks,  and  is  a state 
bank;  . and  vet  it  is  held  responsible  to  the  country 
as  a national  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more  a U.  States 
bank,  and  nut  so  much  as  the  little  Burlington  bank, 
which  produced  such  a happy  effect  with  a modi- 
cum of  the  spoils  sent  to  it,  and  pressingly  sent  for 
more  to  operate  on  the  elections,  “in  anticipation  of 
the  wool  clip.”  There  is  a United  States  hank  for 
ye,  established  by  ihe  executive  to  prevent  the  public 
money  from  being  employed  to  operate  on  the  politics 
of  ihe  country! 

Why,  then,  these  valiant  charges  upon  a ghost: 
this  war  upon  a sign:  these  tilts  upon  a tombstone? 
They  are  about  as  useful,  and  about  as  rational,  as 
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the  charges  of  the  redoubtable  Don  Quixotte  upon 
the  windmills. 

In  connexion  with  these  perpetual  efforts  to 
frighten  us  with  ghosts  and  “ things  that  are  not,” 
Mr.  K.  said  he  had  never  had  his  democratic  feel- 
ings so  shocked  as  they  had  been  by  a sentiment  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
warmly  applauded  by  his  friend  near  him,  (Mr. 
Strange.)  We  are  told  that  though  expedient 
we  should  not  make  this  state  bank  a depos- 
itory, “ because  it  would  be  a triumph  over  the 
government!”  What  government?  The  “gov- 
ernment” at  the  hermitage,  or  the  government  at 
the  white  house?  These  governments  were  both,  to 
be  sure,  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  present 
state  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Biddle, 
its  president,  who  was  formerly  president  of  the 
national  institution:-  But  what  had  the  government 
had  to  do  with  the  present  state  institution?  He 
had  supposed,  until  lately,  that  the  government 
meant  the  legislative  power,  as  established  by  the 
constitution;  and  if  the  people,  through  their  rep- 
resentatives, according  to  the  forms  of  the  consti- 
tution, should  deem  it  expedient  to  make  any  state 
institution  a depository,  it  would  be  no  objection 
with  him  that  either  the  ex-president,  or  present 
executive,  was  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  one  of  its 
officers.  I do  not  propose  (said  he)  to  make  this 
institution  a depository,  and  nobody  has  proposed 
or  thought  of  proposing  it,  so  far  as  I know.  Why, 
then,  this  war-whoop  against  it?  To  show  our  de- 
votion to  the  supposed  executive  will?  “A  change, 
what  a change,”  has  been  produced  in  the  tone  of 
American  feeling  by  these  violent  encroachments 
and  recent  triumphs  of  the  executive  over  the  legis- 
lative authority,  in  relation  to  the  finances!  All  eyes 
are  turned  to  the  executive.  The  spirit  of  our  fa- 
thers has  fled.  The  blood  of  ’76  has  run  out.  Sir, 
there  have  been  more  gray  hairs  brought  upon  the 
head  of  our  youthful  and  vigorous  republic  in  the  last 
fouryears,  than  ought  to  have  grown  upon  it  in  one 
entire  century  of  quiet  and  peaceful  administra- 
tion, with  the  constitutional  co-operation  of  the  le- 
gislative department. 

My  friends  need  not  be  astonished  at  the  free- 
dom wflth  which  I express  these  sentiments.  They 
believe  with  me,  they  have  acted  with  me.  We 
have  vainly  stood  up  together  against  the  will  of 
the  executive.  Our  efforts  have  been  impotent. 
We  have  been  trampled  under  foot.  The  execu- 
tive has  had  his  way,  and  we  see  the  result.  I 
only  wish  my  friends  to  join  me  in  taking  a firm 
stand  to  teach  the  executive  that  his  friends  are  to 
be  consulted  in  measures  of  such  immense  impor- 
tnnt*o  the  ppfvplp  a?  thnso  Hy  whieh  our  finances 
have  been  ruined.  I have  no  idea  of  deserting 
them,  sir;  they  need  not  apprehend  that.  I am 
only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I and  they  have 
entertained,  and  not  very  carefully  concealed.  I 
am  a party  man,  sir.  All  I am  as  a politician  I 
was  made  so  by  party.  I have  no  sympathies  with 
any  other  party  except  that  with  which  I have  al- 
ways acted,  and  by  which  I have  been  honored.  I 
respect  my  political  opponents  as  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, living  under  the  same  laws,  subject  to  the 
same  government,  and  equally  honest  and  patriotic 
with  myself.  But  I differ  with  them  in  some  of 
the  essential  and  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
our  government  should  be  administered,  and  have 
nothing  to  ask,  and  nothing  to  expect  from  them. 

I am  a democrat,  a real  democrat.  I do  not  make 
the  profession  ad  capiandum;  I fear  it  is  becoming 
rather  unpopular;  but  my  early  habits  and  youthful 
associations  made  me  so.  In  fact,  the  sentiment 
was  planted  in  my  heart  by  nature,  cultivated  by 
education,  and  approved  by  reason.  I believe  a 
democratic  republic  to  be  the  most  philosophical  go- 
vernment, and  best  calculated  to  develop  the  ener- 
gies and  sustain  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  as  the 
people  have  sufficient  intelligence  to  qualify  them 
for  self-government.  I,  therefore,  abhor  tyranny 
and  irresponsible  power  in  every  possible  form  in 
which  it  can  bo  presented;  whether  it  be  presented 
in  the  hypocritical  garb  of  republican  homespun,  or 
tinselled  over  in  the  glittering  trappings  of  royalty. 
I go  for  a strict  construction  of  the  constitution, 
limited  executive  patronage  and  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government;  and  you  will  never 
find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and  economy 
upon  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder  in  the  heart. 
“I  borrow  no  false  liveries  from  heaven  to  serve  the 
devil  in.” 

Mr.  K.  after  some  further  remarks,  concluded  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  by  saying,  that  he  had  full 
confidence  that  the  president,  when  some  present 
difficulties  were  removed,  would  administer  his  de- 
partment with  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  he 
hoped  and  expected  to  be  able  to  give  him  his  feeble 
support.  But  he  just  wished  to  tell  him  now,  that 
it  he  intended  “to  tread  in  the  footsteps”  of  his 
predecessor  in  trampling  on  the  legislative  authori- 


ty in  the  management  of  a subject  of  all  others  of 
the  most  importance  to  the  people,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  jostle  him  out  of  them.  He  never 
would  consent,  he  said,  to  surrender  the  finances  to 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  executive.  If  we  did 
this,  we  should  share  the  late  of  every  other  nation 
who  had  submitted  to  executive  financiering:  we 
should  first  become  a nation  of  beggars,  and  then  a 
nation  of  slaves. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  been  led  on  to  a length  alto- 
gether unexpected  to  himself,  and  he  feared  tire- 
some to  the  senate.  Several  other  topics  had  been 
suggested  by  the  remarks  of  other  gentlemen,  that 
he  would  like  to  touch,  but  he  would  dispense  with 
them,  and  come  to  a conclusion,  alter  a few  W’ords 
more  upon  the  bill  and  amendment  under  consider- 
ation. As  to  the  separation  from  the  state  banks 
as  depositories,  he  conceived  that  a matter  of  no 
great  consequence,  if  in  the  details  we  could  pro- 
vide safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patronage  and  expense.  But,  the  bill  he 
thought  imperfect  and  obscure  on  both  these  points. 
And  when  we  had  passed  the  bill,  we  should  have 
but  little  idea  uf  what  we  had  done. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  which  restricted 
the  receipts  of  the  government  to  gold  and  silver, 
he  could  never  consent  to  think  of  it,  without  hear- 
ing from  his  constituents,  so  long  as  specie  is  not 
the  common  currency,  used  by  the  people  in  the 
business  transactions  of  the  country.  They  are 
never  prepared  with  a currency  not  in  common  cir- 
culation, and  would  often  and  truly  be  reminded  of 
thejRoman  quaestors,  who  w-ere  in  the  habit,  among 
other  acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  a particular 
kind  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  extortion.  Here, 
11,000  specie  gatherers,  demanding  a currency  not 
furnished  the  people  by  their  own  states,  or  by  the 
ordinary  circulation,  will  give  them  more  trouble 
than  all  their  other  pecuniary  transactions,  and,  be- 
ing different  to  the  demands  made  upon  them  for 
state  taxes,  will  give  to  the  federal  government- an 
alien  character  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  He 
could  not  conceive,  he  said,  of  a measure  better  cal- 
culated to  give  to  the  government  of  the  union  the 
appearance  of  a foreign  government,  and  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  ir,  than  the  measure 
proposed. 

But,  we  are  told  that  the  government  only  de- 
mands the  constitutional  currency,  and  therefore 
only  asserts  a right.  This  is  true,  sir;  but  is  it  the 
part  of  practical  wisdom  to  exert  all  the  power  we 
have,  and  assert  all  the  rights  we  claim?  Every 
man  has  a right  to  demand  specie  at  all  times  for 
every  sale  he  makes,  and  for  every  debt  due  him. 
But  surmose  everv  bodv  were  to  do  it.  whilst  paper 
rs  me  common  currency,  what  would  become  of  the 
country? 

Suppose  all  the  merchants  of  a single  city  were 
to  suddenly  demand  specie  for  all  dues  from  their 
customers  for  sales  made  and  to  be  made,  they 
would  only  assert  a right:  and  yet  what  would  be 
the  result?  The  effect  would  be  such  upon  their 
debtors  and  dealers,  that  they  would  probably  mob 
the  merchants  out  of  the  city.  You  propose  that 
the  government  shall  do  that  with  the  people  which 
people  dare  not  do  with  each  other.  Look  at  the 
conduct  of  the  people  towards  the  banks  ever  since 
they  have  stopped  payment,  and  specie  is  at  a large 
premium:  do  they  assert  their  rights,  though  they 
have  every  inducement  to  do  so?  I will  refer 
to  my  own  state  as  a strong  argument  to  dissipate 
theoretical  beauties  by  practical  consequences. 
There  the  banks  are  by  law  compelled  to  pay  IS 
per  cent.,  on  a refusal  to  pay  specie.  They  are 
good,  and  every  bill  holder  could  get  his  principal 
and  his  18  per  cent,  in  specie,  if  he  were  to  demand 
and  insist  on  it.  No  man  of  capital  could  make  so 
good  an  investment  as  to  get  a large  sum  in  Augus- 
ta bank  bills,  make  a demand,  and  hold  them  till  the 
bank  resumes  specie  payments.  Yet  nobody  does 
this;  and  why?  Because  they  are  all  friendly  to  banks? 
Not  at  all,  sir.  It  is  because  they  are  frightened  at  a 
view  of  the  consequences,  and  yield  their  own  to  the 
interests  of  the  community.  They  know  that  if 
specie  is  forced  from  the  banks,  the  banks  will  have 
to  force  it  from  the  merchants,  and  the  merchants 
from  the  planters  and  the  great  mass  of  consumers; 
and,  before  the  matter  wound  up,  its  effects  would 
be  equal  to  the  confiscation  of  one-third  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country.  The  laborious  and  indus- 
trous  classes  constitute  the  debtor  class,  which  are 
much  the  most  numerous,  and  much  the  most 
needy.  On  this  class  the  sacrifice  would  ultimately 
fall.  The  benefits  would  be  confined  to  a few  credi- 
tors, capitalists,  and  money  lenders.  And  the  mea- 
sure you  propose  (said  Mr.  IC.)  will  operate  pre- 
cisely in  the  manner  I have  described,  though  per- 
haps not  to  the  same  extent.  It  will  do  to  talk 
about  and  speak  about  here,  and  some  people  may 
think  well  of  it,  whilst  they  think  it  is  only  going 
to  put  the  merchants  to  a little  trouble;  but  when 


they  find,  from  experience,  that  the  merchants  are 
only  their  factors,  and  the  operation  falls  on  them, 
they  will  be  prepared  for  a more  practical  view  ol 
the  subject. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  was,  to  be  sure,  opposed  to  the 
banking  system,  particularly  its  abuses.  But  the 
people  nad  established  it,  become  accustomed  to  it, 
and  it  now  seemed  necessary  to  their  business  and 
prosperity.  He  saw  no  reason  or  expediency  in 
taking  away  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks 
when  they  resume,  disburse  them  for  government 
pjurposes  at  the  points  where  collected,  and  call  on 
the  banks  for  balances  when  necessary  tor  transfers 
of  the  government  funds  from  the  points  where 
collected,  to'  the  points  where  needed. 

Mr.  K.  here  commented  upon  the  estimates 
which  the  senators  from  Missouri  and  North  Caro- 
lina had  put  upon  current  bank  bills,  and  the  losses 
which  the  bill- holders  had  sustained  by  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  They  seemed  to  estimate 
the  actual  value  of  a bank  bill  by  the  proportion 
which  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  bore  to 
the  aggregate  of  circulation  and  dc-posites;  as  though 
the  banks  had  no  other  means  to  pay  their  liabili- 
ties but  specie.  In  this  w ay  the  senators  make  out 
the  loss  of  the  people  by  the  banks  to  be  immense. 
Could  there  be  any  advantage  in  propagating  errors 
so  palpable?  As  a practical  question,  so  far  from 
the  bill-holers  having  lost,  they  had  generally  gained 
by  the  suspension.  Mr.  K.  here  discussed  the  na- 
ture and  purposes  of  money.  Money,  said  he,  re- 
presents commodities.  Its  uses  are  to  command 
them  at  pleasure,  and  circulate  them  with  conveni- 
ence. Whatever  answers  this  purpose,  answers  the 
purposes  of  money.  Its  value  depends  on  the  quan- 
tity of  commodities  it  will  command , and  this  again 
depends  on  the  relation  which  the  quantity  of  money 
bears  to  the  quantity  of  commodities. 

The  active  circulating  medium  has  been  greatly 
reduced  in  quantity  since  the  suspension,  not  only 
by  withdrawing  specie  from  circulation,  which  has 
become  a commodity,  but  by  a reduction  of  bank 
paper,  and  hence  it  is  that  current  bunk  paper  is 
now  much  more  valuable  than  gold  and  silver  was 
before  the  suspension,  whilst  the  whole  currency,  both 
paper  and  specie,  was  depreciated  by  its  rebundant 
quantity.  Are  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  men 
to  be  wrought  upon  when  their  senses  may  direct 
them?  Do  we  riot  know  as  an  admitted  fact,  that 
current  bank  bills  are  more  valuable  now  than  be- 
fore the  suspension?  Let  me  ask  one  of  these  suf- 
fering bill-holders  what  he  wishes  to  do  with  his 
money  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  the  suspension? 
Does  he  owe  a debt?  If  so,  his  creditor  will  be  glad 
to  receive  it,  and  expects  nothing  else.  Does  he 
wish  to  buy  provisions  rur  ms  ramiiyr  ir  so,  lie 
gets  them  cheaper  than  he  could  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  Does  he  wish  to  buy  real 
estate  or  stocks?  If  so,  he  can  get  them  from  30  to 
50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  he  could  before  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments.  In  short,  there  is  no 
purpose  for  which  money  is  used,  for  which  bills 
are  not  now  more  valuable  to  the  holder  than  before 
the  suspension,  whilst  the  whole  currency  was  de- 
preciated by  its  quantity,  except  lor  the  payment 
of  a foreign  debt.  Those,  then,  who  clamor  most 
about  their  losses  have  lost  nothing,  but  generally 
gained.  The  merchants  sustain  the  whole  loss  that 
is  sustained,  for  they  receive  it  from  their  debtors 
at  par,  and  have  to  pay  a premium  for  specie  to  pay 
their  foreign  creditors. 

Strictly  arid  logically  speaking,  Mr.  K.  said  pa- 
per was  now  depreciated,  when  compared  now  with 
silver,  by  the  amount  of  premium  on  specie,  be- 
cause we  had  no  other  legal  standard  to  go  bv. 
All  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  paper  was  more  val- 
uable now  than  specie  was  before  the  suspension, 
and,  therefore,  the  holder  had  lost  nothing.  So 
glaring  was  the  fallacy  of  estimating  the  loss  of  the 
community  by  the  difference  between  the  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults  and  the  liabilities  of  the 
banks,  that  the  community  owed  thevbanks  more 
than  the  banks  owed  the  community.  Each  has  a 
right  to  claim  specie;  and  with  a little  time- for  ad- 
justment, the  banks  could  settle  every  dollar  against 
them  without  a dollar  in  specie.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  advocating  or  even  apologizing 
for  an  irredeemable  bank  paper:  it  was  too  precari- 
ous, and  subject  to  fluctuation.  But,  as  practical 
legislators,  we  should  view  things  as  they  are,  and 
he  could  see  no  expediency  in  endeavoring  to  im- 
pose such  fallacies  on  an  already  excited  community. 

Mr.  K.  concluded  by  saying;  that  be  had  no  wish 
to  postpone  discussion,  and,  therefore,  was  indiffer- 
ent as  io  the  present  fate  of  his  motion.  But  as  he 
did  not  like  either  project,  as  presented,  and  wish- 
ed time  to  digest  a belter,  he  could  not  consistently 
make  any  other  motion,  and,  therefore,  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 
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October  14.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  one  remon- 
strance against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia;  two  from 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
one  Irom  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  And  Mr.  Mc- 
Kean, one  from  citizens  of  Montgomery  county, 
in  that  state;  all  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from  manu- 
facturers, traders  and  other  citizens  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  in  reference  to  the  currency,  and  the 
mode  of  raising  revenue.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  offered  a resolution  calling  on  the  sec- 
retary of  war  for  information  to  the  senate  early  in 
the  next  session,  in  regard  to  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection ol  the  western  frontier,  describing  the  pro- 
per points  for  garrisons,  the  routes  between  the  sta- 
tions, the  number  of  Indians  and  Indian  warriors 
west  and  north  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Mis- 
souri, what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  military 
road,  and  other  matters  relating  to  this  subject. 

Also,  a resolution  to  supply  new  members  with 
senate  documents  on  hand.  Both  these  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  general  consent. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Williams , calling 
on  the  secretary  of  war  for  information  at  the  next 
session  relative  to  the  protection  and  peace  of  the 
northeastern  frontier,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  concurred 
in  the  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  for  the 
further  postponement  of  payment  on  merchants’ 
revenue  bonds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  (the  chair  having  an- 
nounced that  there  was  no  business  on  the  table,) 
the  senate  spent  some  time  in  executive  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  joint  rules  pro- 
hibiting bills  from  passing  between  the  two  houses 
were  suspended. 

The  senate  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Mr.  Rices,  (on  some  inquiries  made  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,)  moved  that  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  lieutenants  John  C.  Long  and 
Ebenezer  Ridgeway,  of  the  (J.  S.  navy,  asking  to 
be.  restored  to  their  proper  relative  rank.  This 
motion  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  subject 
was  excluded  by  the  general  rule  restricting  the 
business  of  the  session;  and  that  it  would  interfere 
with  nominations  made  or  about  to  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table,  on  which  of  course  the  above  petitions 
remain  for  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Wall,  by  general  consent,  introduced  a re- 
solution, autnorrzing  ine  distribution,  to  new  mem- 
bers, of  copies  of  the  American  state  papers,  here- 
tofore received  by  members  of  the  senate. 

After  some  discussion  upon  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution,  between  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Rives,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  the  resolution  was  read  a second  and 
third  time,  and  passed,  by  general  consent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  committee  on 
finance  were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  all  subjects  referred  to  them  at  this  session, 
on  which  they  hail  not  already  reported. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  through  his  private  secretary,  on 
which  the  senate  held  an  executive  session. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house,  through 
Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  announcing  that  the 
house  had  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
permitting  bills  to  pass  between  the  two  houses, 
except  that  they  had  amended  it  so  far  as  to  exclude 
the  banks’  divorce  (sub-treasury)  bill  from  so 
passing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  concurred 
in  this  amendment. 

The  bill  making  further  (general)  appropriations 
for  the  year  1S37,  was  received  from  the  house,  car- 
ried through  its  various  stages  by  general  consent, 
amended  on  recommendation  from  committee,  by 
inserting  $25,000  for  printing  senate  documents, 
and  not  more  than  $2,000  for  the  office  of  the  so- 
licitor of  the  treasury ; also  amended  from  commit- 
tee, by  adding  a fourth  section,  authorizing  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  receive  at  par,  for  debts 
clue  the  United  States,  the  outstanding  unpaid 
drafts  in  favor  of  the  state  governments  which  had 
been  issued  by  the  treasury  under  the  deposite  law; 
and  the  bill  so  amended,  was  passed,  and  sent  back 
to  the  house. 

The  bill,  originated  in  the  house,  (in  th?  precise 
words  of  the  senate  bill  which  the  house  retained,) 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  for  1337,  was  received, 
and  read  a first  time. 

Mr.  Webster  objected  to  this  bill  on  the  ground 
that  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  it  were  improper 
and  unparliamentary,  .as  the  house  had  given  no 


account  of  the  senate  bill  on  their  table,  an  exact 
counterpart  of  this,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  house  to  pass  also,  if  they  thought  proper,  and 
thus  double  the  appropriation  designed  by  the  sen- 
ate to  be  made  for  this  object. 

A conversation  ensued  by  Messrs.  Webster,  Bu- 
chanan, Norvell,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  White,  on 
which  Mr.  Webster  waived  his  objection  in  this 
case  alone,  and  the  bill  then  progressed,  and  passed 
by  general  consent. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  the  re- 
maining claims  on  the  late  deposite  banks,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  house  with  two  amendments,  ex- 
tending the  times  of  paying  the  three  instalments 
from  the  banks  from  the  end  of  four,  six,  and  nine 
months,  respectively,  to  July  next,  January,  1839, 
and  July,  1839. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  senate  concur  in  this 
amendment  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Smith , of  Indiana,  said  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a speech  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  but 
to  detain  the  senate  a single  moment,  while  he 
read  a letter  he  had  received  since  he  addressed  the 
senate,  from  the  cashier  of  the  state  bank  of  Indi- 
ana on  this  subject.  It  will  be  perceived  (said  Mr. 
Smith;  that  the  letter  refers  to  the  time  allowed 
the  banks  by  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  of  the  senate.  The  bill  was  amend- 
ed while  in  this  body;  but  still  he  thought  the  time 
allowed  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  people  to 
close  this  matter  without  producing  too  much  dis- 
tress. He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  house 
giving  longer  time  would  be  sustained  by  the  sen- 
ate. He  fully  concurred  with  the  writer  of  the 
letter,  (who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  con- 
cerns of  the  banks.)  that  whatever  might  be  the 
policy  of  the  government,  so  far  as  the  banks  were 
concerned,  the  question  is  one  of  relief  to 'the  peo- 
ple. The  corporations  cannot  sutler,  but  the  peo- 
ple can, .and  must,  if  the  banks  are  pressed.  Mr. 
S.  said  he  wished  to  be  cleaily  understood;  he  did 
not  stand  here  as  the  advocate  of  any  bank,  not 
even  those  in  his  own  state,  beyond  the  interest  of 
the  people;  and  the  moment  he  became  satisfied 
that  their  interest  required  the  suspension  of  the 
corporate  powers  of  those  institutions,  he  would 
say,  refuse  to  renew  them;  but  he  was  satisfied 
that  a course  of  policy  requiring  of  the  banks  at 
this  time  to  press  their  debtors,  in  self-defence, 
would  be  productive  of  the  most  destructive  conse- 
quences to  the  citizens  of  his  state.  Mr.  S.  then 
read  the  following  letter  from  James  M.  Ray,  esq. 
cashier  of  the  state  bank  of  Indiana: 

State  bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis, 

Qnyi.  ao,  1007 

Hon.  O.  H.  Smith: 

Lear  Sir:  To  give  you  a full  apprehension  of 
the  propriety  of  the  terms  in  Mr.  Wright’s  settle- 
ment bill  of  debts  of  the  deposite  banks,  I copy  for 
you  an  extract  of  Mr.  Woodbury’s  letter  of  instruc- 
tions on  being  appointed  a deposite  bank. 

“ Treasury  department,  Jan.  29,  1835. 

“ Samuel  Merrill,  esq.  pres.  ike. 

“ In  selecting  your  institution  as  one  of  the  fis- 
cal agents  of  the  government,  I not  only  rely  on  its 
solidity  as  affording  a sufficient  guaranty  lor  the 
safety' of  the  public  money  intrusted  to  its  keeping, 
but  I confide  also  in  its  disposition  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  course  which  circumstances  will  admit 
towards  other  institutions.  The  deposites  of  the 
public  money  will  enable  you  to  afford  increased 
facilities  to  the  commercial  and  other  classes  of  the 
community;  and  the  department  anticipates  from 
you  the  adoption  of  such  a course  respecting  your 
accommodations  as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
people  and  safe  to  the  government. 

“I  remain,  very  respectful! v,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, “LEVI  WOODBURY, 

“ Secretary  of  the  treasury.” 

We  have  done  so;  we  have  accommodated  the 
public,  and  are  paying  two  per  cent,  to  the  United 
States,  for  the  means  of  doing  the  same;  and  are 
paying  the  pensioners  at  10  different  places  of  pay- 
ment in  the  state,  &c.  without  charge.  And  now, 
as  far  as  lies  in  the  power  of  congress,  it  would 
seem,  we  are  to  be  crushed  unless  we  screw  out  of 
the  community,  during  these  times,  about  $700,000 
deposite  money  loaned  out,  and  pay  the  same  up 
in  2,  5,  and  8 months;  and  that  I suppose  in  specie. 

It  is  plain,  if  such  a settlement  is  required,  that  the 
interests  and  the  rigidly  extreme  interests  of  the 
United  States’  government  are  only  regarded, 
while  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Indiana,  in  half  of  our  bank  stock  indirectly,  are 
left  to  the  winds. 

Our  banks  can  stand  any  thing  that  any  bank  can 
stand,  but  the  prospect  is  that  we  will  be  all  left  so 
prostrated  on  such  terms,  that  we  cannot  lift  a fin- 
ger to  furnish  means  of  conveying  out  ajjsurplus 
produce,  or  add  any  thing  to  the,  facilities  of  the 
people.  ** 


If  we  lose  the  fourth  instalment,  and  have  such 
terms  of  settlement  required  of  us,  tile  people  of 
this  state  must  inevitably  suffer  severely.  There  is 
no  possible  remedy.  The  means  of  paying,  as  well 
as  the  most  of  the  means  of  resuming  specie  pay- 
ments, must  come  from  them;  arid  you  may  well 
apprehend  that  they  are  not  well  prepared  to  meet 
such  calls.  Yours,  truly,  JAMES  M.  RAY. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  did  hot  intend  to  trouble  the 
senate  but  a moment,  in  additional  remarks,  what- 
ever justification  he  might  find  in  the  remarks  of 
the  senator  from  Missouri,  against  the  bank$  of  his 
state;  he  was  satisfied  that  these  banks  were  entire- 
ly solvent  and  good,  and  should  at  least  have  been 
exempt  from  the  indiscriminate  denunciation  of  that 
senator.  The  people  of  the  state  have  full  confi- 
dence that  the  banks  will  finally  redeem  every  dol- 
lar of  their  paper,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  such 
would  be  the  case;  time,  however,  was  required  to 
enable  the  people  who  were  indebted  to  the  banks 
to  pay  up.  The  money  due  the  government  is 
safe,  and  the  time  is  a relief  measure  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  granted  by 
the  senate. 

A conversation  ensued,  by  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Wright,  Walker,  and  Clay,  of  Ala.,  on  a difference 
of  understanding  of  the  import  of  the  language  of 
the  bill,  in  relation  to  the  time  when  six  per  cent, 
interest  would  be  required  from  the  banks  by  the 
bill,  Mr.  Wright  believing  it  to  be  from  the  time  of 
tile  default  under  the  provisions  of  the  deposite  act, 
and  Mr.  Buchanan  from  the  time  of  the  default  to 
pay  the  instalments  under  this  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  house  so  as  to  require  six  per  cent,  interest  after 
the  banks  respectively  should  fail  to  answer  the 
drafts  of  the  treasury  upon  them,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  deposite  act,  thus  fixing  the  sup- 
posed ambiguous  language  of  the  bill  so  as  to  mean 
what  the  senate  generally  desired  it  to  mean. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  called  for  a division  on  the 
question  of  this  amendment,  and  there  appeared: 
ayes  G,  noes  12,  (no  quorum;)  and  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  was  directed  to  look  lor  absent  members. 

After  further  conversation  by  the  same  gentlemen, 
the  senate  adopted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Webster, 
arid  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  house,  so 
amended,  and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  house. 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
1337  was  received  from  the  house,  who  had  con- 
curred in  the  $ 25,000  for  printing  senate  documents; 
non- concurred  in  the  $2,000  for  the  office  of  the 
solicitor  of  the  treasury;  and  concurred  in  the 
reception  of  the  state  deposite  transfer  drafts,  (by 

th(4  trGfl&urjj  ) w HIj  it  V ci  liul  auiciul iaic  nt  hy  the  house  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  receded 
from  their  above  second  amendment  to  this  bill,  and 
concurred  in  the  verbal  amendment  of  the  house  to 
the  above  third  amendment  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  the  senate  (at 
half  past  one  o’clock,  and  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  house)  adjourned,  to  meet  at  half  past  eight 
o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 

October  IG.  The  senate  met  at  8|  o’clock  A.  M. 
A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, informing  the  senate  that  the  house 
had  concurred  in  the  amendments  to  the  bill  to  set- 
tle with  the  deposite  banks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a committee  from  the  senate  be 
appointed  to  join  a committee  from  the  house  to 
inform  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  that  the 
two  houses  had  completed  the  business  before  them, 
and  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  Messrs.  Grundy,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
and  Norvell,  were  appointed  said  committee  on  the 
part  off  he  senate. 

Mr.  Kent  offered  a resolution  granting  lo  the 
chaplain  of  the  senate  the  same  compensation  for 
this  extra  session  as  the  house  has  voted  to  its 
chaplain. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  several  sena- 
tors gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  compensation 
previously  allowed  was  liberal  enough,  ( v iz.  $300,) 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  senate  was  ordered  to  inform  the  house 
that  the  senate  having  finished  the  business  before 
it,  was  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Norvell.  from  the  joint  committee,  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in- 
formed the  senate  that  said  committee,  having  wailed 
upon  the  president,  had  been  informed  by  him  that 
he  had  no  further  communication  to  make  the  two 
houses,  and  that  the  president  wished  the  members, 
individually  and  collectively,  health  and  prosperity. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  that  the 
house  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Niles,  the  senate 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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HOUSE  Of  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fridiy , Oct.  13.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitlesey , 
chairman  of  the  committee  o'f  claims,  the  house 
took  up  the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  to 
amend  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  remunera- 
tion of  volunteers  and  others,  for  horses,  Sec.  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[Tne  bill  was  accompanied  by  a report,  for 
which  we  will  endeavor  to  find  room  hereafter.] 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  this  bill.  (Mr.  Briggs  in  the 
chair),  Messrs.  Curler,  of  Tennessee,  Chapman, 
of  Alibi  n i,  E.v'tig  of  Indiana,  Whittlesey , of  Ohio, 
addressed  the  bouse  upon  the  bill,  and  sundry 
amend  nents  were  suggested.  Mr.  22m ring,  of  In- 
diana, proposed  an  amendment,  covering  similar 
losses  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  previously. 

Mr.  Carter  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the  bill, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  who  proposed 
an  amendment,  which  the  chair  said  would  be  in 
order  after  that  of  Mr.  Ewing  was  decided  upon. 
The  question  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Ewing  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Thompson’s  amendment  was  intended  to 
cover  certain  cases  of  the  impressment  of  horses,  fyc. 
for  the  public  service.  The  mover  sustained  it  at 
length,  after  which  Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  made 
a few  remarks,  and,  then,  the  amendment  was  lost: 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

On  the  question  of  engrossing  for  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Emin g,  of  Indiana,  again  moved  his  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected,  after  some  debate.  Mr. 
Petriken  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  open  the  door  to  frauds. 

Mr.  Tii om peon’s  amendment  was  then  moved; 
and.  pending  this  motion,  Mr.  Petriken  moved  to 
postpone  the  whole  subject  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next.  Lost.  Mr.  Thompson’s  amend- 
ment was  then  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time;  which,  on  motion,  was  done,  and 
the  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  for  the  printing  of  tile  memo- 
rial, and  papers  referred  to  them,  of  Mr.  Causten, 
in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  intro- 
duced here  the  other  day,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
Ordered  accordingly. 

A bill  from  the  senite,  authorizing  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  grant  a re-conveyance’  of 
the  power  of  publishing  her  late  husband’s  papers, 
in  other  countries,  to  Irlrs.  D.  P Madison.  for  her 
own  benefit,  these  papers  having  been  purchased  by 
an  act  of  congress.  Read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  senate  bill,  restraining  the  circulation  of 
s nail  notes  in  (lie  District  of  Columbia,  came  up, 
and  was  read  twice.  The  question  on  its  reference 
pending,  Mr.  Patton  moved  its  reference  to  (he 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
Thompson  moved  its  postponement  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next.  Mr.  Thomas  suggest- 
ed the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  Mr.  Bouhlin 
was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Patton.  He  was 
sure  the  committee  for  the  District  would  give  the 
subject  proper  attention.  Mr.  A-lams  was  in  I'avor 
of  the  postponement.  And  lie  hoped  that  if  it  were 
referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, that  committee  would  report  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  postpone  it.  After  all  the  mass  of  legisla- 
tion in  the  great  state  of  New  York,  against  such  a 
circulation,  it  was  still  in  full-currency  there,  and 
it  became  congress  to  pause  before  they  adopted 
any  such  measure.  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ky.,  moved 
that  tiv;  whole  subject  lie  cn  the  table,  which,  be- 
ing a question  entitled  to  precedence,  was  enter- 
tained, and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  senate  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  on  certain  officers.  Mr.  Dawson's  amend- 
ment, providing  that  state  banks  be  used  as  places 
of  special  deposite  for  the  revenue,  being  immedi- 
ately under  consideration,  Mr.  Legare  addressed 
the  committee  at  length,  in  *a  most  eloquent  and 
forcible  speech,  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Naylor 
spoke,  also,  against  the  hill  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly in  reply  to  some  remarks  made  a few  days 
since  by  Mr.  Pickens  of  S.  C.,  in  allusion  to  the  re- 
lative position  of  northern  laborers  and  northern 
capitalists.  Mr.  Naylor  had  not  concluded  at  the 
usual  hour  of  recess. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  recess,  Mr.  Naylor  re- 
sumed and  concluded  his  speech  against  the  bill, 
and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Eli  Moore,  of  New  York,  who  alluded  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  N.  and  claiming  to  speak 
for  the  workingmen  of  the  north,  whom  he  had 
once  assembled  in  convention,  over  whose  meeting 
he  had  prosi  led,  and  with  whom  lie  was  in  habits 
of  daily  correspondence,  declared  them  opposed  toil 
the  state  hanks,  and  to  a man  in  favor  of  the  bill. 


He  then  went  into  a constitutional  argument, 
which  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to  break 
oil'  before  lie  had  concluded. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass.,  spoke  in  reply  to  a part  of 
Mr.  Pickens’s  remarks  respecting  a crusadeof  an  in- 
surrectionary character  among  tile  white  slaves  of 
the  north;  a movement  which  lie  deprecated — and  a 
natural  alliance  between  the  democracy  of  the 
north  and  the  aristocracy  of  the  south,  which  he 
argued  to  show  was  against  the  principles  of  both . 
If  such  an  alliance  should  exist,  it  must  be  as  of 
masters  and  servants,  which  the  north  would  never 
hear  of. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  until  a late  hour,  in  defence  of  (lie 
bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  various  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  it.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech,  he  adverted  to  a change  in  the  political 
course  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  who  had  forsaken  Tam- 
many Hall,  after  receiving  a double  share  of  the 
spoils,  &c. 

This  called  up  Mr.  Hoffman,  in  a rejoinder,  of 
unusual  severity,  in  which,  after  speaking  in  his 
own  defence,  he  reviewed  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  past 
course  of  life  as  a man  and  a politician,  threatening 
to  hold  him  personally  responsible  i'or  his  language 
in  regard  to  himself.* 

Tlie  excitement  produced  by  this  rejoinder, 
which  drew  the  members  from  their  seats,  extend- 
ed, we  are  sorry  to  observe,  to  the  galleries  of  the 
house,  where  audible  marks  of  applause  and  dis- 
approbation took  place  for  a short  time. 

Mr.  Wise  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  continued 
to  speak  till  past  12  o’clock.  He  reviewed  the  en- 
tire course  of  the  administration,  touching  tile  banks 
and  the  currency,  quoting  largely  from  past  mes- 
sages of  the  president,  reports  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  letters  of  Mr.  Whitney,  &c.  to  show 
tile  confident  hopes  and  predictions  of  the  success 
of  tlie  state  bank  system,  and  then  expatiating  on 
its  utter  and  admitted  failure. 

The  question  was  at  length  obtained  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia, 
as  a substitute  for  the  bill;  which  was  rejected 
without  a count. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrel- 
eng, rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,  which 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  then  adjourned,  at  a quar- 
ter past  12  o’clock. 

Saturday,  Oct.  1-1.  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  by 
leave,  offered  tlie  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  buildings 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making  such  altera- 
tions in  this  hall  as  wili  promote  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  its  members,  and  report  to  this  house. 

A few  petitions  were  presented,  chiefly  against 
tile  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  the  following,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed 
to  pay  to  the  chaplain  of  the  house  the  usual  com- 
pensation for  his  services  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  offered  a resolution  for  paying 
two  months’  extra  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
attendants  upon  the  house  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices at  this  extra  session  of  congress. 

A desultory  debate,  or  rather  an  extended  con- 
versation took  place  on  tills  resolution,  in  which 
Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Cambreleng,  Thomjison,  McKay, 
Mallory,  Ewing,  and  Lcgare  took  part.  It  was 
amended  by  being  extended  to  the  librarian  and  his 
assistants:  when  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  moved  to 
lay  tlie  resolution  on  the  table,  as  proposing  an  in- 
considerate application  of  the  public  money;  but  his 
motion  was  negatived  After  further  discussion  by 
Messrs.  Renchcr,  Shepperd,  Briggs,  and  Thompson, 
til?  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

*The  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  last,  in  reference 
to  the  above  says:  “Much  allowance  must  always 
be  made  I'or  haste  in  making  up  reports  of  proceed- 
ings in  congress  for  newspapers,  especially  of  such 
as  occur  in  night  sessions,  and  when  the  necessity 
of  abbreviation  cramps  the  reporter’s  delineations. 
It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  onr  report  of 
tlie  proceedings  on  Friday  night  last  was  prepared, 
in  which  some  notice  is  taken  of  a passage  between 
Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Hoffman,  which,  as  we 
are  informed  by  those  who  witnessed  the  proceed- 
ings, does  injustice  to  the  latter  gentleman  in  two 
particulars:  first,  in  stating  a charge  made  upon 
him,  (although  his  defending  himself  is  mentioned), 
without  stating  the  particulars  of  his  reply;  and  se- 
condly, in  representing  him,  when  he  only  intima- 
ted that  lie  should  hold  any  one  accountable  who 
should  impeach  liis  motives,  as  having  “threatened” 
Mr.  C. — from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
sounds  from  the  gallery  were  elicited  by  the  vio- 
lence of. Mr.  Hoffman;  which  impression  would  be, 
as  far  as  we  are  informed,  not  justified  by  the  facts.” 


Mr.  Legare  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  house,  at  its  next  session, 
his  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
navy  yard  for  sloops  of  war  (and  other  ships  of 
smaller  class)  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  or  some  other 
port  on  (he  southern  coast,  together  with  any  in- 
formation he  may  possess  on  (hut  subject. 

Mr.  Everett  otiered  the  following,  which,  after 
some  remarks  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  ol' the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house,  at  the  next 
session  of  congress,  a plan  of  the  treasury  buildings 
now  being  erected,  showing  its  location  in  reference 
to  the  adjacent  streets  and  public  square  on  which 
it  is  located;  its  elevation,  the  number  and  size  of 
the  rooms  it  will  afford  for  office  business,  and  the 
number  and  size  of  those  only  for  tlie  deposite  of 
records;  with  a statement  of  the  sum  then  expended 
on  said  building,  and  an  estimate  of  the  further  sum 
that  will  be  required  to  complete  the  same;  and  to 
state  whether  it  is  contemplated,  in  the  completion 
of  said  building,  to  take  down  the  building  of  the 
department  of  state,  or  so  to  repair  it  as  to  render  it 
fire  proof,  and  to  make  its  outside  conform  to  the 
other  part  of  the  treasury  building;  and  what  will 
be  the  diiference  of  expense  between  these  two 
modes  of  completingsaid  building;  and  whether  the 
public  interest  requires  any  change  in  the  location 
or  plan  of  said  building;  and  also  to  state  whether 
it  is  contemplated  to  appropriate  any  part  of  said 
treasury  building  to  the  use  of  any  other  depart- 
ment. And,  further,  that  he  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  by  the  heads  of  each  of  tlie  depart- 
ments, statements  of  the  number  and  size  of  the 
rooms  that  are  necessary  for  their  respective  de- 
partments for  office  business  and  for  the  deposite  of 
records,  and  that  tlie  same  be  communicated  to  this 
house  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  committee  on  the 
public  buildings  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  treasurj'  building. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  - the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  on  the  Florida 
war:  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  McKay’s  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tlie  resolution 
to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that,  in  the  early  stages  of 
tlie  debate  upon  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
lie.  understood  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  to  say  that  tie  imu  bcc,»  iniuuued,  in  a man- 
ner entitled  to  credit,  that  general  Jesup  had  enter- 
ed into  an  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  stipu- 
lating to  secure  and  protect  that  chief  in  his 
possessions,  provided  he  would  give  his  aid  to  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  assist  general  Jesup 
in  his  operations;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chief,  re- 
lying upon  the  assurances  of  general  Jesup,  had  de- 
voted himself  to  our  service,  and  that,  after  success 
crowned  the  operations  of  general  Jesup,  he  turned 
upon  the  chief  in  violation  of  his  engagements,  and 
drove  him  from  his  possessions-  I was  forcibly  im- 
pressed at  the  time  with  the  impropriety  of  the 
conduct  thus  imputed  to  general  Jesup.  I could 
not  believe  that  a gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen 
from  the  humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an 
army,  who  had  on  several  occasions  displayed  a 
combination  of  talents  and  bravery  which  induced 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a fit  commander  in 
the  south,  would  so  far  debase  himself  as  to  decoy 
an  Indian  chief  into  1^  service,  by  a promise  of 
protection,  and,  as  soon  as  lie  had  answered  his  pur- 
poses, turn  upon  his  ally  in  violation  of  his  engage- 
ment, and  expel  him  from  his  home.  Such  con- 
duct would  not  only  have  been  disgraceful  to  gene- 
ral Jesup  as  a man,  but  it  would  tarnish  the  repu- 
tation of  the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I did,  I asked 
tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  general 
Jcsup’s  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and  af- 
ter conduct,  had  been  tlie  result  of  orders  ema- 
nating from  higher  authority,  or  whether  general 
Jesup  alone  was  responsible?  The  gentleman’s 
information  did  not  enable  him  to  answer.  I deem- 
ed it  proper  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
general  Jesup.  On  day  before  yesterday  I received 
his  answer,  in  which  he  says:  “No  such  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  to  have  been  made  Was 
ever  thought  of;  every  engagement  made  with  Ho- 
poihlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  upon  me,  or  so  far 
as  I am  informed,  has  been  faithfully  fulfilled.” 
Thus,  sir,  a direufc  contradiction  is  given  by  gene- 
ral Jesup  to  the  information  communicated  to  the 
house.  His  letter  evinces  a desire  to  have  the 
“whole  subject  of  the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida 
investigated.”  Instead  of  shrinking  from  if,  he  in- 
vites if.  His  language  is:  “Let  persons  and  papers, 
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be  sent  for;  let  investigation  be  pushed  to  the  ut- 
most, I have  nothing  to  fear.” 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  engage- 
ment with  Hopothlehohola,  the  general  indignantly 
remarks  that,  had  it  been  made,  “ no  power  on 
earth  should  have  compelled  him  to  violate  it.”  He 
would  have  surrendered  his  commission  sooner  than 
present  himself  before  the  world  in  the  attitude  of 
playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indian  chief;  and, 
after  securing  his  confidence  and  assistance,  turn- 
ing upon  him  the  instruments  of  destruction.  Such 
sentiments  are  worthy  of  an  American  general; 
and  I trust,  sir,  they  meet  with  proper  sympathy  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  members  of  this  house. 

I have  thought  it  an  act  of  justice  to  genera! 
Jesup  to  make  the  preceding  statement;  and  now 
that  I am  up,  I shall  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that 
I trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
fullest  investigation  may  be  had  into  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  Wise  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in  his 
own  person,  made  the  charge  at  all:  he  had  stated 
it  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him:  he  rejoiced  to  hear 
the  language  of  general  Jesup  in  relation  to  it:  but 
insisted  that  this  very  reply  went  to  show  the  im- 
portance of  the  investigation  he  advocated,  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  the  innocent,  while  the 
guilty  were  exposed. 

Mr.  Underwood  exculpated  Mr.  W.  from  all 
blame  in  the  matter,  and  expressed  approbation  of 
his  course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of  his  duty.  The 
hour  having  expired,  the  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  from  the  senate  imposing  additional 
duties,  as  depositories,  in  certain  cases,  on  public 
officers: 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clark, 
of  New  York,  withdrew  it,  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording Mr.  C.  an  opportunity  of  submitting  some 
remarks. 

Mr.  Clark  then  addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  or  to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to 
them.  I should  have  preferred  that  motion  had 
been  made  to  postpone  its  further  consideration 
until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  The  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and,  I have  no  doubt,  an  honest 
■Uiloronoo.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  a 
friend  of  the-arlmini-ifraiioi-,,  hie  remarks  of  yes- 
terday, regretted  that  he  should  be  called  upon  at 
this  time  for  final  action  on  the  bill.  He  preferred 
to  wait  until  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
him  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In 
these  views  I concur.  In  voting  for  the  present 
motion,  I shall  do  so  for  the  same  reasons  which 
would  influence  me  to  vote  lor  a postponement 
until  the  next  session,  considering  the  effects  the 
same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
late  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I am  about  to  give  will 
furnish  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the  question  of  its 
final  passage.  The  sub-treasury  scheme,  consider- 
ed as  an  administration  measure,  is  novel.  In  1835, 
it  was  proposed  by  the  whigs  in  congress,  and  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  and  vigorous  opposition  of 
the  democratic  members.  Whether  it  is  possible 
for  the  opposition  to  originate  a good  measure,  I 
will  not  inquire.  They  have,  however,  been  unfor- 
tunate in  not  presenting  at  y^s  session  any  measure, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  always  saving  and  except- 
ing their  sovereign  remedy,  their  universal  pana- 
cea for  all  our  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  United  States 
bank. 

I repeat  that  this  measure,  as  a democratic  one, 
is  new.  Public  opinion  has  not  been  sufficiently 
enlightened  to  draw  any  correct  conclusion  of  its 
disposition.  It  has  not  been,  to  any  considerable 
extent,  the  subject  of  discussion  either  in  the  social 
circle,  or  in  the  primary7  assemblies  of  the  people. 
And  the  same  remark  is  true  as  regards  the  news- 
paper press.  I doubt  whether  five  country  papers 
in  the  state  ol  New  York,  previous  to  the  session 
of  congress,  had  canvassed  this  project,  or  given 
any  opinions  thereon.  The  Albany  Argus,  the 
leading  democratic  journal  in  that  state,  a journal 
which  possesses  great  influence  over  the  country 
press,  had  not,  up  to  that  period,  taken  ground  on 
this  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  resolutions  emanating  from 
county  conventions  could  be  considered  as  furnish- 
ing that  evidence  of  the  popular  will  as  they  other- 
wise would.  All  the  republican  conventions  have 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general  princi- 
ples set  forth  in  the  message;  few  of  them,  howev- 
er, have  given  any  expression  of  opinion  as  regards 
this  specific  measure.  No  Cue  is  more  ready,  on 
all  occasions,  to  bow  with  deference  to  the  will  of 


his  constituents,  when  formed  upon  reflection  and 
deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully  expressed,  than 
myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  my  pleasure  to  carry 
that  will  into  execution.  Were  I opposed  to  this 
bill,  (and  I repeat  that  I give  no  opinion  in  regard 
to  it,)  I would  with  alacrity  surrender  my  own 
opinion  at  the  feet  of  my  constituents. 

Sir,  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  bill.  The  government  is  now 
going  on  receiving  and  disbursing  its  revenue  in 
the  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  bill.  Should  it 
now  pass,  it  will  produce  no  change.  Since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  government 
has  met  with  no  difficulty  in  the  management  of  its 
fiscal  operations,  neither  can  it  for  six  short  weeks, 
at  which  time  the  bill  can  be  acted  on,  under  the 
influence  of  a well  informed  and  plainly  expressed 
public  opinion.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  not  to 
have  enjoyed  an  interchange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentlemen  of  this 
house.  Business  of  a private,  but  pressing  nature, 
has  entirely  separated  me  from  them  since  April 
last.  I wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose I should  be  glad,  by  a personal  interview,  to 
ascertain  that  will;  and  when  ascertained,  I shall 
not  fail  to  execute  it.  Mr.  Clark  then,  according 
to  the  pledge  he  had  given,  renewed  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Connor  moved  a call 
of  the  house,  with  a view  to  give  time  for  members 
to  come  in.  On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  and  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  Yeays  186,vgays  5.  So  the 
house  resolved  that  there  shounf be  a call.  The 
roll  was  thereupon  called,  when  218  members  re- 
sponded to  their  names.  The  doors  having  been 
closed,  and  the  absentees  called  over,  222,  in  all, 
appeared  to  be  present.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ken- 
tucky, moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  in 
the  call.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  with  a view  to  allow 
still  further  opportunity  for  absent  members  to 
come  in,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion. They  were  ordered,  taken,  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  171,  nays  30. 

So  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  doors  of  the 
hall  were  re-opened.  The  question  being  on  lay- 
ing the  bill  on  the  table,  Mr.  Grenncll  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  to  be  taken. 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  asked  the  mover  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  with  a view  to  enable  him  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  he  was 
most  anxious  to  obtain  a decision  upon.  The  mover 

refusing,  IVTr.  JLo irU 

should  be  read;  but  the  chair  ruled  that  to  be  out 
of  order  after  a motion  had  been  made  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Haynes  made  the  question 
of  order,  but  the  chair  affirmed  its  decision,  from 
which  no  appeal  was  taken.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  thereupon  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, J.  W.  Allen,  Ayckrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark, 
Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Gridin,  Hal- 
stead, Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  William 
C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lincoln,  A. 
W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menifee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips, 
Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanley, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  W'hite,  E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sher- 
rod Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke — 120. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley, 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cush- 
man, Davee,  DeGratf,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farring- 
ton, Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Iiaynes,  Holsey,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensinilh,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxad  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  Ro- 
bert McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 


Parker,  Parmenter,  Pavnter,  Pennybacker,  Petri- 
k*  n,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Rotter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reil- 
ly, Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell— 107. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lewis  now  wished  to  offer  his  amendment, 
but  the  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order.  Mr.  Pickens 
inquired  whether  a motion  to  take  up  the  bill  again 
might  not  be  entertained  by  consent  of  such  a ma- 
jority as  were  competent  to  change  the  order  of 
business?  The  Chair  said  that  could  only  be  done  by 
suspending  the  rules  for  the  purpose.  No  business 
had  intervened  after  laying  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived.  . Mr. 
Lewis  now  said  business  had  intervened,  and  again 
moved  that  the  bill  be  taken  up,  and  his  amendment 
received.  The  Chair  still  deciding  the  motion  to 
be  out  of  order,  Mr.  Griffin,  to  accommodate  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the 
table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded.  Mr. 
Borden,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
for  a reconsideration  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Being  taken, 
they  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Ayckrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon, W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark, 
Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard’  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hal- 
stead, Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  William 
C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lincoln,  A. 
W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menifee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Mathias  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phil- 
lips, Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stewart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis 'Williams.,  Sherrod  Williams,  J. 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brod- 
head, Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timo- 
thy J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DeGralf,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glas- 
cock, Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Ha- 
mer, Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thos.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphaxad  Loomis,  Martin,  Mc- 
Kay, Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore.  Mor- 
gan, S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petriken,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  VFebster,  Weeks,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 104. 

So  the  house  ordered  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  moved  that  the  house  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  which  motion  prevailing,  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Maryland,  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  to  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  deposite  banks;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  amendment  moved  some  days  ago  by 
Mr.  Loomis;  of  New  York,  Mr.  Whittlesey , of  Ohio, 
suggested  to  Mr.  L.  to  adopt  a modification  of  his 
motion,  to  which,  after  some  desultory  explanations 
as  to  the  wording  of  the  bill,  he  consented.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  amendment  as 
modified,  and  wished  to  introduce  a different  one. 
Mr.  Garland , of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  explanation 
of  the  amendment  he  had  offered  to  the  bill.  Mr. 
Lincoln  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Loomis  to 
that  of  Mr.  Garland.  He  thought  the  deposite 
banks  should  be  charged  with  interest  for  the  use 
and  enjoyment  of  the  public  money.  He  looked 
upon  the  bill  as  inseparably  connected  with  the  bill 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  public  deposites, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  any  action  of  the  house 
which  would  relieve  the  government  from  compli- 
ance with  that  law,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which  shall  be 
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due  to  the  states  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  18.99. 
Mr.  Lincoln  showed  the  connexion  between  this 
and  the  postponement  bill,  going  into  the  subject  at 
some  length,  lie  had  not  finished,  when  the  house 
took  the  usual  recess. 

After  the  recess,  Mr.  Lincoln  closed  his  remarks, 
begun  before  the  house  took  its  iccess. 

Mr.  Martin , of  Alabama,  followed,  and  went  into 
a view  of  the  general  policy  of  the  bill,  suggesting, 
at  the  close,  to  the  mover  of  the  pending  amendment 
a modification  of  the  same,  to  the  eifect  that  the 
bond  contemplated  by  the  bill  be  given  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  moneys  due  the  government,  in  three 
instalments;  the  first  on  the  1st  of  July,  1S38,  the 
second  in  six  months  afterwards,  and  the  third  in 
twelve  months,  alter  default:  provided  that  such  de- 
posite  banks  as  belong  exclusively  to  the  state  in 
which  it  is  situated,  and  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  faith  of  such  state  is  pledged,  shall  not  be  requir- 
ed to  give  the  security  in  this  section  contemplated. 

Mr.  .Adams  made  a long  speech  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  which  he  examined,  section  by  section, 
showing  its  vagueness,  and  inquiring  into  the  con- 
sequences, effects,  and  necessary  operations  of  it, 
with  much  minuteness.  [His speech  we  shall  give 
at  length  hereafter.] 

The  house,  at  about  S o’clock,  took  up  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  in  a.  few  words,  explained  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  as  arising  from  a deficiency  in 
the  receipts  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Wise  took  the 
floor,  and,  after  some  general  remarks  of  a congrat- 
ulatory character  on  the  defeat  of  the  administration 
in  the  rejection  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  proceeded 
to  comment  with  severity  on  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  on  the  agency  of  Mr.  Rush,  at  Lon- 
don, and  argued  to  show  that,  including  every  thing 
it  was  costing  the  United  States  about  $14,000  a 
year.  He  called  for  the  reading  of  Mr.  Rush’s  let- 
ter on  the  expenses  and  delays  of  suits  in  the  British 
court  of  chancery;  and  also  that  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  proposing  the  appropriation  in  the 
bill.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  from 
the  bill  the  item  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  further 
expenses  of  the  mission  to  London  concerning  the 
Smithsonian  legacy. 

After  a brief  reply  from  Mr.  Cambreleng,  in 
which  he  insisted  that  the  secretary  was  only  car- 
rying out  the  law  which  Mr.  Wise  himself,  in  corn- 
pan)'  with  Mr.  Adams,  had  advocated,  the  question 
was  taken  oji  the  motion  to  strike  out,  and  negativ- 
ed— Ayes  bo,  noes  74. 

Mr.  IV.  Cost  Johnson  then  addressed  the  house 
for  an  hour  in  a discursive  speech,  in  which  he 
complained,  in  very  strong  terms,  of  the  breach  of 
faith  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  public 
promise  to  pay  the  members  in  gold,  if  they  desired 
it.  Members  had  applied  to  the  sergeant-at-arms 
for  gpld,  and  had  been  told  that  there  was  no  more 
of  it,  but  that  they  could  have  silver,  or  notes  of 
state  banks,  or  of  the  district  banks.  He  adverted 
to  a number  of  other  topics,  but  this  was  the  princi- 
pal theme  of  remark. 

Mr.  Bynum  read  a letter  from  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  declaring  that  every  member  had  received 
specie  who  desired  it,  and  that  there  was  a balance 
in  specie  still  in  his  hands. 

Some  explanations  and  statements  were  made  by 
Mr.  Wise  and  other  members,  some  going  to  show 
that  gold  had  been  refused,  and  others  that  wher- 
ever specie  had  been  preferred  it  had  been  paid; 
but  that  many  members  preferred  bank  notes,  &c. 

Mr.  IVise,  after  further  remarks,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  item  for  the  expenses  of 
the  agency  to  London  concerning  the  Smithsonian 
legacy,  from  10,000  to  5,000  dollars;  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  as  amended,  and  it  was  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  suspending  the 
rules  which  prohibit  the  transmission  of  bills  from 
one  house  to  the  other  during  the  three  last  days  of 
the  session,  and  also  the  presenting  of  bills  to  the 
president  within  that  time,  was  agreed  to,  after 
amending  itso  as  to  except  the  sub-treasury  bill  from 
its  operation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  O.  .7.  Smith,  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  settle 
with  the  dsposite  banks.  The  house  then  again 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties 
on  goods  consumed  in  the  New  York  fire.  The 
first  bill,  which  appropriates  $1,000,000,  having 
been  considered,  it  was  laid  aside;  and  the  New 
York  fire  bill  having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Under- 
wood, to  test  the  sense  of  the  committee,  proposed 
that  it  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  committee  refuse 
at  present  to  act  upon  it. 


Mr.  Hoffman,  remonstrated  against  this  course, 
and  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes  00,  noes  67. 
But,  alter  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Mr. 
Waddy  Thompson,  it  vvas  concluded  not  to  consider 
the  bill  at  this  time.  The  committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  Seminole  war  appropriation  bill;  which 
was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  sen- 
ate for  concurrence.  The  house  then  resumed  tllfe 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  settle  with  the  deposite 
banks.  An  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  after  a speech  from  Mr.  Pope,  in  opposi- 
tion, and  a brief  explanation  by  the  mover,  was 
carried — ayes  77,  noes  54.  [The  amendment  ex- 
tends the  periods  of  payment  of  balances  to  July, 
1838,  and  January  and  July,  1839.]  The  bill,  as 
amended,  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  said  bill  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  N.  C.,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question;  which  were  refused. 

Mr.  Bell  opposed  the  bill,  and  demanded  some 
explanations,  as  to  its  details,  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  were  given. 

He  then  suggested,  as  the  best  mode  ofdisposing 
of  the  subject  at  so  late  a period  in  the  session  to 
authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  suspend 
all  legal  proceedings  against  the  banks  referred  to 
in  the  bill  until  the  next  session  of  congress.  He 
considered  the  bill  to  be  loosely  drawn,  containing 
no  provision  for  the  case  of  those  banks  against 
which  suits  had  been  actually  instituted. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Briggs  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
senate.  There  where  three. 

The  first  makes  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  the 
printing  and  binding  of  certain  documents  ordered 
by  the  senate. 

The  second  provides  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $2,000,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  under  laws  passed  at 
the  present  session  of  congress. 

The  third  authorizes  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  settle  all  outstanding  treasury  drafts  or  transfers 
on  the  deposite  banks,  under  the  deposite  act  of 
1836,  such  drafts  or  transfers  to  be  received  at  par 
in  the  payments  of  debts,  without  allowance  of  in- 

-ferrsT  ur  lla.ma.ges  tliercL/ji. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  mane  oujcLim.,  i- 
second  proposed  amendment;  and,  by  consent,  the 
other  two  amendments  were  first  taken  up,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  committee. 

The  second  amendment  being  then  exclusively 
under  consideration,  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  Johnson,  of  La.  and  Thompson,  of  S.  C.,the 
proposition  was  rejected — ayes  67,  noes  62. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose,  and  report- 
ed the  amendments  to  the  house.  And  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  concurrence  of  the  house  with  the 
seriate  in  the  proposed  amendments,  (the  question 
being  taken  on  them  severally),  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of 
Ohio,  demanded  some  explanation  as  to  the  second 
amendment  calling  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $25,000  for  certain  printing  and  binding. 

The  clerk,  read  several  resolutions  of  the  senate 
authorizing  the  printing  of  certain  documents  re- 
lating to  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
the  United  States,  and  Either  subjects;  and,  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Carter,  Menifee,  Cush- 
ing and  Duncan,  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  asked  for  some  information  in 
regard  to  the  third  proposed  amendmnet;  and  whether 
the  provisions  it  contains  were  intended  to  reach, 
or  to  apply  to,  any  particular  case?  Mr.  Cambrel- 
eng made  a brief  reply. 

The  first  and  third  amendments  of  the  senate  were 
agreed  to,  the  house  non-concurring  with  the  second. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  relieve  the 
owners  of  goods  destroyed  at  the  great  fire  in  New 
York  from  the  paymemt  of  duties  thereon.  And 
this  motion  was  lost  by  a vote  of  66  ayes  to  70  noes. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  consent  of  the 
house  to  offer  a motion,  that  when  the  house  ad- 
journ it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  at  7 o’clock  A.  M. 
(Cries  of  no!  no!  from  all  sides.)  Mr.  Whittlesey 
named  8 o’clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of  no!  repeated.) 
A gentleman  from  Georgia  named  9 o’clock  A.  M. 
(Same  cries.)  Mr.  Whittlesey  demanded  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  mo- 
tion: this  motion,  requiring  a vote  of  two-thirds, 
prevailed — ayes  112,  noes  not  counted;  and  the  mo- 
tion to  meet  at  8 o’clock  on  Monday  morning  was 
carried.  Another  unsuccessful  motion  was  then 
made  to  adjourn.  Several  enrolled  bills  were  pre- 
sented, and  signed  by  the  speaker. 


Mr.  Duncan,  on  leave,  had  the  record  of  his  vote 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  this  day,  changed  from 
the  affirmative  to  the  negative. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  New  York,  made  another  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  prevail  on  the  house  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  ondhe  New  York  fire  re- 
lief bill. 

The  senate,  having  concurred  in  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  house  to  the  deposite  banks  adjust- 
ment bill,  proposed  a further  amendment,  declaring 
that  the  default  referred  to  in  the  bill  shall  be  un- 
derstood to  be  a failure  of  any  of  the  deposite  banks 
to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  treasury;  and  that  such  bank 
be  charged  six  per  centum  per  annum  interest  on 
such  drafts  for  the  time  of  default. 

Messrs.  McKay,  Pope,  and  Graves,  made  a few 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment;  and  Mr. 
Loomis,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  w hole  bill  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  lost.  Mr.  Graves  thought 
the  amendment  partial  and  oppressive  in  its  provi- 
sions, and  vvas  making  some  remarks  to  that  effect, 
when  he  observed  that  he  should  suspend  them  until 
the  chair  had  finished  his  conversation  with  another 
member. 

The  speaker  said  it  was  usual  for  the  chair  to  an- 
swer such  questions  in  regard  to  the  pending  busi- 
ness, as  any  member  chose  to  come  to  the  speak- 
er’s table  to  propound;  that  he  was  doing  this  then, 
and  could  not  be  expected  to  look  intently  on  every 
gentleman  who  addressed  the  house.  Mr.  Graves 
thought  the  chair  could  not  attend  to  individual 
members  of  the  house  and  to  the  business  of  the. 
chair  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  speaker  call- 
ed the  gentleman  to  order;  and  Mr.  Graves  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks.  He  wished  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  be  so  modified  as  to  be  uniform  in 
its  application  to  all  the  deposite  banks.  Mr.  Loo- 
mis, of  New  York,  reviewed  the  course  the  debate 
had  originally  taken  upon  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  upon  the  different  propositions,  as  made 
by  himself  and  others,  and  the  action  of  the  house 
upon  the  same.  He  thought  the  bill  had  better  not 
pass  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  senate,  but  should 
rather,  for  the  present,  be  postponed,  and  brought 
forward  hereafter  in  a more  digested  form.  Mr. 
L.  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  conceived 
that  there  were  two  objects  for  the  convention  of 

congress  at  this  session:  the  first  was.  to  relieve 
,ne  iiieruaiiurc.  COUntry;  and  tne 

second,  to  devise  such  means  as  would  relieve  the 
banks,  and  enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments 
immediately.  He  was  in  favor  of  such  action  on 
this  bill  as  would  accomplish  the  latter  object  most 
speedily. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  the  house  that  it  was 
then  ten  o’clock  at  night,  and  that  the  proposition  be- 
fore them  vvas  the  only  one  impeding  their  progress. 

Several  gentlemen  expressed  opinions  favorable 
to  immediate  action  on  the  amendment,  and  Mr. 
Graves  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Loomis)  would  withdraw  his  motion;  which 
suggestion  was  complied  with  by  the  latter.  The 
question  being  on  concurrence  with  the  senate  in 
their  amendments,  Mr.  Wise  called  for  a count, 
which  was  ordered,  and  it  appeared  that  the  house 
was  without  a quorum.  A motion  being  made  to 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  subject  before 
the  house,  Mr.  Wise  would  not  consent  to  act  on 
a matter  so  important  in  that  state  of  the  house. 
Here  were  some  80  members  doing  the  business,  to 
transact  which,  240  had  been  sent"  here!  Nor  vvas 
there  a quorum  in  the  senate,  either;  and  on  a bill 
like  this  ! at  a distress  session,  too!  He  could  not 
consent  to  it.  Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the  house 
non-concur  with  the  senate  in  its  proposed  amend- 
ment, with  a view  to  a conference  between  the  two 
houses. 

Mr.  Lewis  remarked  that  there  was  neither  a quo- 
rum in  the  senate  nor  in  the  house. 

Mr.  .Atoms  said,  the  house  can  neither  concur 
nor  non-conctir.  It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  he 
observed,  and  he  would  move  that  the  house  adjourn. 
But  he  withheld  this  motion  until  the  question  on 
concurring  was  put,  when  it  appeared  (by  a count 
of  tellers)  that  there  vvas  no  quorum  present,  61 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  22  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McKim  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn 

Mr.  Wise.  Let  us  see  who  the  members  are 
who  do  not  choose  to  adjourn  under  these  circum- 
stances. I call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  vote 
stood:  yeas  38,  nays  50. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  said  that  it  would  be  sub- 
jecting the  members  present  to  too  much  incon- 
venience to  keep  them  here  during  the  tedious 
process  of  a call'  of  the  house,  so  late  at  night. 
But,  if  the  officers  of  the  house  do  their  duty  a quo- 
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rum  may  be  kept  on  Monday,  when  lie  hoped  to 
see  such  an  attendance  as  would  result  in  the  trans- 
action of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  it  was  better  to  pass 
a vote  of  non-concurrence,  which  would  leave  this 
question  just  where  it  was,  when  many  members 
went  home,  believing  that  no  further  action  would 
be  had  upon  the  biil  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Haynes  could  not  consent  to  do  business  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  was  no  quorum  present 
Before  any  question  could  be  entertained,  the  pre- 
sence of  members  must  be  compelled. 

Mr.  Lewis.  Let  11s  have  a call  of  the  house 
then,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  members.  Mr, 
Adams  would  not  consent  to  act  upon  any  ques 
tion  without  a quorum.  This  bill  he  consider- 
ed as  the  price  of  the  deposite  postpoment  bill 
passed  this  session  by  congress;  and  a measure  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  acted  upon  in  that 
state  of  the  house.  He  would  sit  there  till  Mon- 
day morning,  if  required;  but  he,  for  one,  would 
not  do  business  with  only  eighty  members  present 
Mr.  Haynes  said  he  was  convinced  nothing  could 
be  done  that  night,  and  he  therelore  would  move 
an  adjournment. 

This  motion  prevailed  without  a division,  and 
the  house  adjourned  at  half  past  one  o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning. 

Monday,  Oct.  16.  The  house  met  at  8 o’clock, 
and  a quorum  being  present,  proceeded  to  business. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  in  the  sen- 
ate’s amendment  to  the  bill  extending  indulgence 
to  the  deposite  banks,  (declaring  the  time  at  which 
payment  ofintereston  balances  due  shall  commence, 
viz:  from  the  date  of  any  default  or  neglect  to  pay 
any  draft  or  requisition  of  the  treasury, ) 

Mr.  Haynes  said  a few  words  on  the  amendment 
in  relation  to  its  application  only  to  banks  which 
had  been  delinquent.  This  excluded  from  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  entirely  those  which  had  not  been 
drawn  upon  at  all. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  with  warmth  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  and  amendment.  Its  provisions  having  re- 
ference to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  would,  in  ef- 
fect, apply  not  to  banks  which  were  delinquent, 
but  involved  the  absurdity  of  applying  it  only  to 
banks  which  were  not  delinquent.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
had  demonstrated  this  at  a previous  sitting  to  the 
conviction,  he  believed,  of  every  one  who  had  heard 
him.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  had  not  so  much  as  attempted  to  answer  the 

argument,  . And-.  Mr.  A.  now  declared,  in  the  nre- 
sence  ot  this  house  n.-*-  ->■<=  mil  was  to  go  lorin 

to  the  nation  with  that  section  in  it,  it  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  our  legislation.  The  first  section  ofth 
bilfextended  relief  to  those  banks  only  which  were 
not  delinquent;  and,  as  Ihe  amendment  had  refer- 
ence to  the  same  banks,  it  would,  in  fact,  have  no 
operation  at  all,  unless  from  a constructive  power 
in- the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  a fraudful  ap- 
plication of  it  to  such  banks  as  were  delinquent.  If 
the  obstinate  perseverance  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  way3  and  means  in  forcing  this  bill 
through  the  house  with  this  obvious  absurdity  on  its 
face  was  to  succeed,  it  should  not  be  at  least  without 
opposition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  He  would  read 
the  first  section  once  more,  and  would  demonstrate, 
a second  time,  that  it  had  reference  only  to  banks 
which  were  not  delinquent.  Let  the  chairman, 
cried  Mr.  A.,  answer  me,  if  he  can.  [Mr.  A.  here 
read  the  section  referred  to.]  What  a power,  said 
he,  is  here  given  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury! 
The  power  of  selecting  and  discriminating  between 
bank  and  bank,  at  his  pleasure;  of  refusing  to  apply 
the  benefits  of  the  act  to  any  bank  he  chose;  for,  lie 
might  reply  to  its  application  for  relief,  “you  have 
not  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  therefore  you  cannot  be  relieved.”  While, 
when  a similar  application  was  made  by  another 
bank  whom  he  wished  to  favor,  he  might  pass  over 
the  matter  in  perfect  silence  and  grant  the  request. 
It  gave  him  the  power  of  a double  construction;  and 
under  that  power  he  might  select  any  bank  he  chose 
to  ruin;  ami  any  other  he  chose  to  save,  and  apply 
the  one  construction  or  the  other  as  best  suited  his 
purpose.  It  carried  either  fraud  or  absurdity  upon 
its  face. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  a recapitulation  of  what 
had  passed  in  (he  house  on  Saturday  in  relation  to 
the  bill,  characterizing  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  Y_ork,  us  proposing  nothing  but 
simple,  rigorous,  abstract  justice  to  the  states  which 
had  been  injured  by  the  postponement  of  the  de- 
posites,  by  requiring  that  the  banks  of  those  states 
which  held  large  amounts  of  money  which  would 
but  for  that  postponement  have  gone  to  other  states, 
should  pay  legal  interest  for  its  use.  The  subse- 
quent amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, he  referred  to  a consummation  of  the  bar- 
gain which,  he  said,  had  been,  with  so  much  de- 


cency, consummated  in  the  face  of  the  house  be- 
tween the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  and  certain  gentlemen  from  Louisiana,  whose 
votes  he  wanted  to  pass  bis  postponement  bill. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  here  interposed.  Does  the 
gentleman  refer  to  me?  Mr.  Adams.  I refer  to 
no  individual  whatever.  Mr.  R.  Garland.  Am  I the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  referred  to?  Mr.  Adams. 
Pdid  not  allude  to  him  more  than  to  other  gentlemen 
coming  from  those  states  where  this  money  lies.  I 
had  no  particular  reference  to  one  of  them  more 
than  to  another.  Mr.  Chapman.  I am  the  only 
other  member  from  Louisiana.  I made  no  bargain 
of  any  sort  about  the  matter.  I have  been  no  devoted 
friend  to  the  measure  from  its  inception  to  its  con- 
summation. The  gentleman,  therefore,  cannot  re- 
fer to  me.  Mr.  Adams.  I did  not  allude  to  that 
gentleman — far  from  it,  I am  fully  aware  that  he 
preferred  that  the  biil  should  not  pass:  I would  to 
God  that  all  the  gentlemen  coming  from  the  states 
most  interested  could  say  the  same.  I repeat  that 
the  bargain  was  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  Mr.  (Dawson,)  and  a gentleman  from 
Missouri,  at  the  very  time  it  took  place;  and  I say 
further,  that  I take  this  amendment  to  be  the  con- 
summation of  that  bargain.  When  it  was  proposed, 
in  committee,  that  the  bill  to  postpone  the  depo- 
sites  should  be  laid  aside  until  this  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  banks  should  first  be  acted  upon,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  did  openly  pledge  himself, 
when  resisting  that  arrangement,  that  those  banks 
should  be  liberally  dealt  with:  and  here  we  have 
the  fulfilment  of  that  pledge. 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  Is  it  in  order  to  refer,  in  the 
house,  to  what  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole? 

The  speaker  was  replying  when  Mr.  Adams  said 
he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  would  not  be  suffered  to  put  him  down. 
He  should  declare  that  disgraceful  scene,  whatever 
interest  that  gentleman  might  have  in  shutting  his 
mouth.  The  chair  here  pronounced  it  wholly  out 
of  order  to  refer,  in  the  house,  to  what  had  been 
said  or  done  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Adams  then  said  he  would  put  a case — and 
would  suppose  that  certain  facts  had  transpired 
not  here,  but  in  another  legislature— -in  the  moon, 
if  gentlemen  pleased.  He  then  repeated  what  he 
had  before  stated  as  to  the  history  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.  [During  his  remarks,  which 
shall  be  inserted  at  length  hereafter,  Mr.  A.  was 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  Speaker  and  Mr. 
Cambreleng.']  Mr.  A.  having  concluded,  Mr.  Cam- 

hyolov^ry  (Iflinondod  tho  provioua  C^tzestioil . 

Mr.  Lincoln  here  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendment  on  the  table:  and  as,  by  the  rules,  this 
question  takes  precedence,  the  question  was  put 
upon  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  hoped  (he  motion  would  be 
withdrawn,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
replying  to  the  very  unjustifiable  attack  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  upon  the  mem- 
bers from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Lincoln  declined;  and  the  question  was  there- 
upon put  to  the  house,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
— ayes  S7,  noes  37. 

The  previous  question  was  agreed  to — ayes  92, 
noes  32. 

The  main  question  on  concurring  with  the  sen- 
ate in  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  (as  above  stated,) 
was  then  put,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs,  Alexander,  Ilernari  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Bouhlin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Cam- 
breleng, John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cilley, 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cor- 
win, Crockett,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Foster,  Gallup, 
James  Garland,  Gholson,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Kilgore, 
Lewis,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKim,  Menifee, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Matthias  Morris, 

S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Maury,  No- 
ble, Ogle,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patton,  Phil- 
ips, Phimer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Ridg- 
vvay,  Rives,  Rnmsey,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toland, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  C.'H.  Williams,  Yell— 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Bond,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Wm.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Curtis,  Davies,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Rich- 
ard Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  J.  Graham, 
Grennell,  Hastings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  R.  M. 

T.  Hunter,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  Arphaxad  Loomis, 


Marvin,  Mercer,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts, 
Reed,  Russell,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Stanley, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Underwood,  Lewis 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorkc — 45. 

[This  decision  completed  the  passage  of  the  bill 
through  both  houses.] 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  a plan  for  the  receipt, 
custody,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys, 
which  lie  proposed  hereafter  to  submit;  and  on  his 
motion  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  instruct- 
ed, with  the  aid  of  the  commissioner  of  public  build- 
ings, to  cause  the  chair  of  the  speaker  and  the  seats 
of  the  members  to  be  restored  to  their  former  posi- 
tion in  the  hall. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution,  when  Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  so  as  to  introduce  the  same.  The  motion 
was  disagreed  to,  two-thirds  not  rising  in  its  favor. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  received  from  the 
senate  a few  minutes  before,  for  the  appointment  of 
a joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he  had 
other  communications  to  make  to  congress,  the  two 
houses  were  about  to  close  the  present  session  by 
an  adjournment,  was  now  taken  up  and  agreed  to, 
and  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pope,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  T'aylor,  of  New  York,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  following  amendment,  which 
he  wished  to  have  moved  to  the  sub-treasury  bill. 
It  was  also  ordered,  on  bis  motion,  to  be  printed: 

In  the  3d  section  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
“office,”  in  the  fifth  line,  to  the  words  “ten  thousand 
dollars,”  in  Ihe  ninth  line,  and  insert  the  following: 

“All  such  excess  shall  be  deposited,  without  delay, 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
in  a bank  or  banks  most  conveniently  situated,  that 
may  be  selected  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on 
condition  that  the  said  bank  or  banks  are  not  to  use 
or  employ  the  said  deposites  as  a fund  for  discount, 
nor  mingle  the  same  with  the  proper  funds  of  the 
banks;  and  that  they  shall  also  give  receipts  or  cer- 
tificates for  the  sum  thus  specifically  deposited,  to 
return  the  same  when  required;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  making  his 
selection,  to  give  preference  to  such  bank  or  banks 
as  may  at  the  time  be  the  depository  of  the  funds  of 

the  state,  territory  r>r  rtis+ri/'f.  in  n-ViieV,  + hejj-  Hrp 

ou.iateu;  and,  in  case  there  be  no  bank  willing  to 
receive  the  public  money  on  the  terms  aforesaid, 
the  excess  aforesaid  shall  be  transferred  to  some 
other  depository  that  may  be  designated  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury:  provided,  always,  That  the 
disbursing  warrants  of  the  treasurer  shall  be  drawn 
on  the  public  depository,  provided  for  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act;  and,  in  case  of  a deficit  ofVuuds 
to  meet  the  same,  he  or  they  shall  draw  upon  the 
funds  specifically  deposited  by  him  or  them  in  bank 
to  meet  the  same,  under  such  regulations  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  may  prescribe.” 

Mr.  Palmer,  of  New  York,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  lay  on  the  table  and  have  printed  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  which 
he  gave  notice  he  would  move  when  that  subject 
should  come  before  the  house  at  the  next  session  of 
congress: 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  places 
where  the  amounts  ordinarily  held  in  deposite  at 
one  time  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interests 
will  be  promoted  thereby,  to  employ,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  one 
or  more  of  the  state  banks  as  public  depositories, 
instead  of  the  depositories  provided  for  by  this  act; 
provided,  That  the  public  funds  shall  be  placed 
therein  in  special  deposite;  and  the  duties  of  receiv- 
ing, keeping,  and  disbursing,  the  same,  and  ail 
other  duties  required  by  this  act,  to  be  rendered  by 
the  officers  of  said  banks,  for  such  compensation  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  and  between  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  and  said  banks;  and  said  banks,  and 
the  officers  and  clerks  thereof,  under  whose  charge 
the  same  may  be,  shall  be  under  like  restraints  from 
loaning  or  using  the  same,  and  subject  to  like  pen- 
alties for  violations  therefor  as  are  provided  for  in 
the  first  and  ninth  sections  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  reported  that  the  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited  on  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  received  for  answer 
to  their  message  to  him,  that  he  had  no  further 
communication  to  make, 

The  house  adjourned  until  the  first  Mmvbv  in 
December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  constitutio  1 
of  the  United  States  tor  the  annual  meeting  of 
congress. 
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OCrAIl  tile  laws  passed  at  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress are  inserted  in  the  present  sheet. 

{Jcf-We  this  week  give  place  to  the  speeches  of 
Messrs.  Graves  ami  Pope , of  Kentucky,  on  the  de- 
posite  postponement  bill.  They  are  characterized 
by  great  ability  and  research,  and  are  well  worthy  of 
an  attentive  perusal. 

$3- We  will  hereafter  pa}'  more  attention  to  the 
miscellaneous  department,  but  will  still  hasten  the 
publication  of  the  valuable  speeches  promised  to 
our  readers. 

The  president  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Poinsett  and  lady,  Mr.  Dicker- 
son,  Mr.  Kendall  and  daughter,  left  this  city  on 
Monday  last  for  Bath,  Berkley  springs.  They 
passed  through  Frederick  and  Hagers-town,  Md., 
and  during  their  brief  stay  in  those  places  were 
waited  upon  by  a number  of  citizens.  The  party 
was  to  have  returned  to-day. 

Tennessee  senator.  The  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee has  elected  Ephraim  H.  Foster,  a whig,  and 
formerly  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
that  state,  a senator  in  congress  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  of  March  1839,  in  place  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
who  was  not  put  in  nomination.  The  votes  in 
both  branches  were  as  follows: 


For  Foster. 

For  Carroll. 

In  the  senate 

18 

7 

In  the  lower  house  . 

. 47 

26 

65 

33 

The  debate  which  preceded  this  result  was  very 
animated  and  consumed  several  days.  It  was  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  vvhigs,  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  Tennessee  required  the  legislature  to  meet 
biennially,  and  as  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  contemplate  at  any  time  a vacancy 
in  the  senate,  it  was  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty 
of  the  present  legislature  to  make  the  election. 
The  governor  is  not  authorized  to  convoke  the  le- 
gislature tor  this  purpose  at  an  unusual  season,  but 
only  on  extraordinary  emergencies,  and  to r objects 
which  could  not  have  been  foreseen  or  provided 
against. 

Other  reasons  of  a personal  nature  were  avowed; 
but  all  have  failed  to  convince  us  that  the  election 
as  either  just  or  expedient;  for  if  it  compels  the 
signation  of  Mr.  Grundy,  its  obvious  design,  it 
subverts  the  very  object  for  which  the  senate  was 
created,  arid  also  ivalidates  the  constitutional  pri- 
vilege of  <he  legislature  which  elected  that  gen- 
tleman. If  not,  it  is  a trespass  upon  the  privilege 
of  a succeeding  legislature,  and  may  be  a direct  vio- 
lation of  the  popular  will — tor  what  guarantee  has 
this  legislature  that,  in  the  ever  changing  principles! 
of  party,  the  legislature  to  be  chosen  in  1839  will 
comprise  a majority  holding  the  same  opinions  as  the 
present?  If  not,  the  only  way  by  which  the  princi- 
ples which  have  governed  the  present  legislature 
can  be  carried  out,  will  be  the  election  ot  another 
gentleman  holding  opinions  in  accordance  with  that 
majority.  Thus  they  might  go  on  ad  infinitum, 
and  make  the  senate  a purely  popular  branch  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  design  of  the  constitution; 
for  the  term  of  senators  would  not  be  six  years,  but 
would  vary  with  the  complexion  of  each  succeed- 
ing legislature. 

We  were  educated  in  that  school  which  recogniz- 
ed the  “right  of  instruction,”  and  have  been  over- 
zealous  in  inculcating  it;  but  its  operation  has 
satisfied  us  that,  like  nullification,  it  is  better  in  theo- 
ry than  in  practice.  For  the  above  reasons  we  op- 
posed the  expunging  resolution;  the  legislation  on 
which  was  the  most  wickedly  foolish  that  ever 
characterized  the  deliberations  of  a deliberative 
body— -as  it  effected  a positive  wrong  without  ac- 
complishing a permanent  good.  For,  unless  it  could 
efface  all  knowledge  of  the  resolution  which  con- 
demned the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  forbid 
succeeding. senates  not  to  expunge  the  expunging 
resolution,  it  had  no  practical  purpose,  and  must  be 
regarded  as  party  testimony:  and  as  for  posterity, 
how  can  it  form  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
act,  [the  removal  of  the  deposites]  when  informed 
that  the  expunging  resolution  was  expunged,  and 
the  original  resolution  restored? 

Yol.  Ill — Sig.  9. 


Both  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  and  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  could  have  accomplished  their 
object  by  a more  simple  process:  the  one  by  reso- 
lutions commending  the  removal  of  the  deposites: 
the  other  by  resolutions  condemning  the  administra- 
tion. 

New  Jersey.  On  Tuesday  last  the  legislature 
met  at  Trenton  and  was  organized  by  electing  An- 
drew Parsons,  of  Passaic,  vice  president  of  the 
council,  and  Robert  E.  Horner,  of  Somerset,  secre- 
tary; Dr.  Lewis  Condit,  of  Morris,  speaker  of  the 
house  of  assembly,  and  Ralph  H.  Shrceve,  esq.  of 
Trenton,  clerk.  Yesterday  was  appointed  ior  the 
joint  meeting  for  the  election  of  governor. 

We  have  in  type  the  official  returns  of  the  late 
election,  which  shall  be  inserted,  with  returns  from 
other  states,  in  our  next. 

The  yellow  fever  still  continues  to  afflict 
New  Orleans,  but  is  chiefly  confined  to  strangers, 
who  are  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  disease.  At 
Natchez  and  Mobile  it  also  prevails,  but  with 
somewhat  mitigated  violence.  In  the  former  city 
the  deaths  for  the  week  ending  the  4th  inst.  were 
28 — th?  previous  week  23. 

Reported -piracy.  The  northern  cities  have 
been  tirown  into  a state  of  the  utmost  anxiety  and 
alarm  by  a report  that  the  packet  ship  Susquehan- 
nah,  which  sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  Thursday 
the  19’h  inst.,  bound  for  Liverpool,  with  a large 
number  of  passengers,  was  captured  on  Saturday 
afternoon  last  by  a piratical  schooner  immediately 
after  sie  left  the  capes  of  Delaware.  The  state- 
ment vas  made  on  the  authority  of  two  pilots,  said 
to  be  respectable,  who,  with  others,  witnessed  the 
event.  As  soon  as  the  news  reached  Philadelphia 
the  mist  active  exertions  were  made  to  capture  the 
suppoed  pirate.  A committee  was  appointed  by  a 
meetiig  held  at  the  Exchange,  which  decided  "on 
sendiig  the  steam  packet  Charleston  in  pursuit, 
with  , full  complement  of  armed  men.  Fuel  was 
pla.c/4.  on  board,  the  fires  kindled,  and  other  prepa- 
rations made  to  start  forthwith,  when  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  ascertained  that  a sufficient 
supply  of  fuel  could  not  be  stowed  on  board  for  the 
time  she  would  necessarily  be  out,  this  measure 
was  abandoned. 

It  was  then  determined  to  send  out  the  pilot 
boat  William  Price,  which  vessel  was  immediately 
engaged,  provisioned  and  put  in  readiness  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea,  with  sixty  men,  under  the  command  of 
iieut.  Ritchie,  of  the  United  States  navy.  A por- 
tion of  the  men  were  from  the  navy  yard,  the  bal- 
ance was  made  up  of  captains  and  mates  of  our 
merchantmen,  who  promptly  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices. She  was  towed  by  the  steam-boat  Dela- 
ware, at  about  12  o’clock  on  Tuesday  night,  down 
the  Delaware.  In  the  meantime,  the  revenue  cut- 
ter Gallatin,  capt.  Gold,  which  was  lying  at  Wil- 
mington, to  be  repaired,  was  hastily  fitted  out,  and 
manned  with  sixty  seamen  from  Philadelphia  and 
some  volunteers,  and  also  despatched  in  pursuit. 

In  New’ York  prompt  movements  were  made  in 
despatching  vessels  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate.  The 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  Tuesday  afternoon,  says: 

At  half  past  one  o’clock  this  morning,  an  express 
arrived  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  esq., 
collector  of  this  port,  with  the  startling  intelligence 
of  the  capture  of  the  packet  ship  Susquehaunah, 
from  Philadelphia  for  Liverpool,  which  went  to  sea 
on  Saturday  afternoon. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  extraordinary 
intelligence,  the  collector  sent  off  a special  messen- 
ger to  the  commander  of  the  revenue  cutter,  now'  in 
port,  with  directions  to  prepare  for  sea  w'ithont  de- 
lay; and  also  a communication  to  commodore  Ridge- 
ly,  arid  the  commander  at  the  navy  yard,  requesting 
him  to  put  on  board  the  cutter  an  additional  arma- 
ment, and  men;  and  also  suggesting  to  the  commo- 
dore to  send  off  the  squadron  now  in  the  harbor. 

A few  minutes  after  2 o’clock,  captain  Stringham, 
the  commander  of  the  yard,  received  the  collector’s 
communication,  with  w'hich  he  waited  on  commo- 
dore Ridgely,  and  we  learn  that  before  3 o'clock  the 
Porpoise  w'as  under  way  for  a cruise.  About  day, 
light  a fog  came  on,  which  continued  very  thick 
until  If  o’clock  this  morning,  and  we  fear  she  has 
made  little  progress.  The  probability  is  that  steam- 


boats will  be  employed  to  go  out,  with  any  other 
vessels  that  the  commodore  may  judge  it  expedient 
to  send.  This  has  been  suggested  by  the  collector. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  collec- 
tor, and  Mr.  Price,  the  district  attorney,  for  their 
exertions  on  this  side,  and  w'e  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  same  prompt  measures  will  be  ob- 
served at  the  navy  yard. 

An  express  was  also  despatched  to  Norfolk;  and 
if  a piracy  has  been  committed,  the  pirate  cannot 
fail  to  be  captured.  An  opinion  is  gaining  ground, 
however,  that  the  report  was  circulated  as  a hoax 
to  play  upon  the  fears  of  the  community;  and  it  is 
said  that  the  suspicious  looking  schooner  was  an 
oyster  boat  which  boarded  the  Susquehaunah  and 
sold  the  captain  twenty  bushels  of  oysters.  If  the 
rumor  originated  in  the  love  of  mischief,  the  per- 
petrator of  the  joke  ought  to  be  visited  with  severe 
punishment;  for  in  addition  to  the  alarm,  trouble 
and  expense  which  it  has  occasioned,  a number  of 
persons  have  been  exposed  to  suspicion  and  others 
arrested  as  parties  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  pirate 
vessel.  Our  own  opinion,  from  a careful  reading 
of  all  the  accounts,  is  that  a piracy  has  not  been 
committed.  The  Susquehannah  had  only  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  specie  on  board. 

Attempted  insurrection  in  Louisiana.  On 
the  18th  inst.  intelligence  was  received  at  New  Or- 
leans, that  the  negroes  in  a portion  of  the  parish  of 
Rapides,  near  Alexandria,  had  projected  an  insur- 
rection. One  account  says  it  was  divulged  and 
frustrated  as  follows:  A slave  of  a planter,  Mr. 
Compton,  informed  his  master,  that  the  negroes 
were  forming  plans  to  kill  all  the  white  males,  and 
spare  the  females  and  children — and  that  if  he  would 
go  to  a certain  meeting  house,  where  his  negroes 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  preaching,  he  would 
discover  all  their  plans.  Mr.  Compton  did  go,  in 
company  with  four  others,  but  learned  very  little 
more  of  the  matter.  His  informer  then  told  him, 
that  the  ringleader  of  the  gang  was  one  of  his  own 
slaves,  and  that  hehad  sworn  vengeance  against  his 
master,  for  takinghim  out  of  his  house  and  sending 
him  to  the  field,  i The  plan  of  this  fellow,  it  ap- 
pears, was  to  raise  an  insurrection  at  Alexandria, 
next  to  Natchitoches,  and  then  to  turn  their  steps 
to  New  Orleans  and  kill  all  the  vvhites;  the  negroes, 
however,  could  not  agree,  which  frustrated  all  their 
plans.  One  party  was  for  sparing  the  women  and 
children,  the  other  for  an  indiscriminate  massacre. 
Mr.  Compton  upon  learning  these  facts,  arrested 
his  house  servant,  the  chief,  and  he  confessed  on 
the  gallows,  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to  kill  his 
master. 

On  the  10th  and  12th  inst.  nine  were  hung,  and 
thirty  others  were  taken  and  imprisoned.  It  is  hoped 
that  all  their  plans  will  be  fully  discovered.  A 
strong  patrol  and  guard  is  constantly  kept  up  by 
day  and  night,  and  confidence  is  continued. 

Besides  the  slaves,  three  free  negroes  had  been 
hung,  and  it  was  intended  to  drive  away  all  free 
persons  of  color. 

Two  companies  of  the  United  States  troops  had 
been  stationed  throughout  the  disaffected  district. 
Every  thing  w'as  quiet,  and  the  negroes  completely 
subdued. 

The  Plaindealer,  published  in  New  York 
city,  one  of  the  most  able  political  journals  on  the 
loco  foco  side  of  politics  in  the  United  States,  has 
been  discontinued  ior  the  want  of  patronage.  It» 
form  was  similar  to  this  work,  and  its  pages,  inde- 
pendent of  political  essays,  presented  a most  inter- 
esting synopsis  of  the  events  of  the  times. 

The  New  York  Times,  friendly  to  the  nation- 
al administration,  but  upon  the  principles  of  the 
“conservative  party"  in  congress,  has  also  been  dis- 
continued for  the  want  of  support. 

Treasury  notes.  From  the  “Globe”  of  the 
25th  inst.  We  are  informed  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  has  obtained  engraved  blanks  of  the 
treasury  notes  authorized  by  law,  and  they  are  now 
issuing  in  proper  cases  for  disbursement  and  in  ex- 
change for  specie. 

We  understand  that  the  present  emission  bears 
an  interest  of  two  per  cent.,  and  is  chiefly  in  notes 
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of  fifty  and  one  hundred  dollars  each.  Tt  will  pro- 
bably be  most  convenient  to  the  public  to  issue 
them  at  first  in  these  denominations,  and  at  a low 
rate  of  interest,  as  by  rhis  means  they  may  be  used 
as  a medium  fordistant  remittances,  instead  of  being 
laid  aside  for  investments,  as  would  undoubtedly 
be  the  case  if  the  rate  of  interest  upon  them  was 
fixed  at  or  near  the  maximum  allowed  by  law. 

We  have  seen  a specimen  of  them.  The  devices 
are  appropriate,  and  we  consider  them  finely  en- 
graved, and  particularly  well  guarded  against  coun- 
terfeiting. 

[It  is  stated  that  the  present  emission  amounts  to 
$800,000.  Ed.  Reg.~\ 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  Two  of 
the  Albany  banks  (Mechanics  and  Farmers,  and 
Canal)  have  announced  their  intention  to  redeem 
their  notes  with  specie.  The  Clinton  bank  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  resumed  specie  payments  on  the  14th 
inst. 

The  following  article  on  this  subject  is  from  the 
Madisonian  of  Wednesday: 

It  affords  us  sincere  pleasure  to  state,  that  pre- 
paratory measures  have  been  taken,  which  can 
scarcely  fail  to  lead  to  an  early  resump'ion  of  specie 
payments,  by  the  leading  state  banks  generally 
throughout  the  union. 

We  have  seen  a letter  from  a high  source  in  New 
York,  which  states  that  oh  the  19th  inst.  the  officers 
of  the  banks  in  that  city  unanimously  resolved  to 
respectfully  invite  the  banks  in  the  several  states 
to  meet  on  the  27th  day  of  November  in  that  city, 
to  confer  on  the  time  when  specie  payments  may 
be  resumed  with  safety,  and  with  convenience  to 
the  community;  and  on  the  measures  necessary  to 
accomplish  successfully,  that  desirable  and  impor- 
tant object.  The  committee  appointed  last  August 
by  the  same  banks,  was  charged  with  the  duty  of 
communicating  the  resolution  to  the  banks  in  the 
several  states.  We  learn  these  communications 
have  already  been  made. 

There  can  hardly  be  a doubt  but  the  leading  banks 
in  the  several  states  will  accept  the  invitation,  and 
heartily  co-operate  in  carrying  into  effect  the  ob- 
ject contemplated. 

We  do  not  apprehend  that  the  day  which  will  be 
fixed  upon  by  the  banks  for  resuming  the  payments 
of  specie  will  be  later  than  the  1st  of  March  next. 
That,  we  think,  will  be  the  most  favorable  period 
that  can  be  selected.  It  would  give  time  for  the 
bulk  of  the  present  year’s  crop  to  have  been  real- 
ized. That  will  enable  the  planters  and  farmers  to 
pay  the  storekeeper,  the  storekeeper  to  pay  the  city 
jobber,  and  the  jobbers  to  pay  the  banks.  It  is  the 
crops  alone  which  can  lead  to  a general  liquidation 
of  debts  and  balances. 

The  fixing  a period  for  resumption  will  do  much, 
undoubtedly,  thereafter,  towards  regulating  and 
equalizing  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country. 
Necessary  precautions  and  prudence  will  oblige 
those  dealing  in  the  domestic  exchanges,  to  conduct 
those  founded  on  the  present  crops  on  the  same 
principles,  that  they  would,  if  they  had  already  ac- 
tually taken  place. 

The  mere  act  of  fixing  a day  for  resuming,  will 
have  the  most  salutary  influence  in  restoring  confi- 
dence, immediately  after  such  decision  is  made  by 
the  banks.  It  will  lead  to  the  immediate  com- 
mencement and  gradual  preparation,  on  the  part  of 
banks  and  the  community,  for  the  event;  and  con- 
sequently, the  period  will  be  reached  and  passed 
over,  without  any  effect,  other  than  the  ordinary 
circumstances  of  the  day. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Tuesday  states,  that 
the  Virginia  banks  are  making  arrangements  to  re- 
duce their  circulation  and  to  enlarge  their  specie 
considerably  by  the  1st  of  January — and  it  is  ex- 
pected, that  they  will  meet  the  legislature  with  a 
favorable  exhibit  of  their  situation.  The  Enqui- 
rer adds:  “We  understand,  indeed,  from  authority 
in  which  we  place  reliance,  that  they  would  resume 
specie  payments  by  the  20th  of  February.” 

The  last  reports  from  the  five  Virginia  banks 
showed  that  they  had  $1,133,578  in  specie  and  a 
circulation  of  $6,158,207. 

Aliens  for  the  Florida  war.  The  follow- 
ing singular  annunciation  has  appeared  in  the  New 
York  “Courrier  des  Etats  Unis,”  the  French  paper 
published  in  New  York: 

“We  have  been  officially  requested  to  announce 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  desi- 
rous of  forming  two  companies  of  French  and 
German  volunteers,  of  150  or  200  men  each,  for  a 
«ampaign  of  six  months  in  Florida.  These  com- 
panies will  be  commanded  by  officers  of  the  re- 
spective nations.  Men  who  have  already  served 
will  be  preferred.  If  there  are  in  New  York  any 
former  lieutenants,  sub-lieutenants,  nr  sergeants, 


French  or  German,  who  may  desire  to  enrol  them- 
selves, they  will  be  promoted  one  or  two  grades. 

. “The  pay  of  the  volunteers  will  be  the  same  as  in 
the  American  army,  that  is  to  say:  for  captains  $90 
a month,  first  lieutenants  $70,  second  lieutenants 
62,  sergeants  $15,  corporals  $8,  and  privates,  drum- 
mers and  filers  $6;  equipments  to  be  provided  by 
the  government.  At  the  expiration  of  their  term 
those  who  may  desire  it  will  be  reconveyed  to  New 
York,  at  the  government’s  expense.” 

More  troops  for  Florida.  From  the  Nor- 
folk Herald  of  the  ISth  inst.  Five  transports  with 
troops  for  Florida,  sailed  yesterday  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe for  Tampa  Bay.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
vessels,  and  of  the  officers  accompanying  the  de- 
tachment. 

1.  Brig  Gen.  Sumpter. — Capt.  Washington,  4th 
art.;  lieuts.  Hill,  1st  art.;  Sedwick,  2d;  Bates,  4th, 
Rutledge,  1st. 

2.  Brig  York. — Major  Gardner,  4th  art.;  lieuts. 
Gunnison,  2d  art.;  Williams,  4th,  Ridgley  3d. 

3.  Brig  Plvtvs. — Lieuts.  Morgan,  2d  art.;  Brad- 
ford, 4th,  Pratt,  2d. 

4.  Brig  Token. — Lieuts.  Bragg,  3d  art.;  A.  E. 
Jones,  2d,  and  Grandin,  4th  inf. 

5.  Brig  Edward. — Lieut.  Allen  and  R.  T.  Jones, 
3d,  and  Gregory,  4th  art. 

A detachment  of  48  marines,  under  the  command 
of  bent.  Broome,  arrived  here  yesterday  in  the 
steam-boat  Columbia,  from  Washington.  We  un- 
derstand they  are  ordered  to  the  United  States  frigate 
Columbia,  now  getting  ready  for  sea  at  Gosport. 

Foreign  visitors.  Among  the  passengers  in 
the  President,  arived  at  New  York,  from  London, 
is  Mr.  J.  S.  Buckingham,  late  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Sheffield;  a celebrated  traveller  in  Asia 
and  Africa,  and  a distinguished  politician  in  Great 
Britain.  He  now  proposes  to  look  at  the  two  Amer- 
icas, and  the  United  States  in  particular,  In  the 
Independence,  came  also  as  passenger  Mr.  Cow- 
ley, agent  of  the  bank  of  England. 

South  sea  expedition.  The  vesselsdestined 
for  this  expedition  arrived  at  New  York  on  Monday 
the  16th  inst.  from  Norfolk,  for  the  purposeof  com- 
pleting their  equipment.  In  the  last  “Register” 
we  published  a list  of  the  officers  and  vessds,  with 
the  address  of  capt.  Jones  to  the  officers  anl  crews, 
which  is  in  the  true  spirit  and  indicative  if  great 
zeal.  Much  depends  upon  union  and  harmmy  and 
a determination  to  succeed — and  success  ahne  can 
efface  the  recollection  of  the  bickerings  andYeart-  1 
burnings,  the  delays  and  blunders,  which  have 
marked  the  progress  of  this  expedition  from  its 
inception  to  the  present  time.  Those  in  com- 
mand should  remember  that  they  are  the  custodia- 
ries  of  the  national  honor,  and  if  the  expedition 
comes  tamely  off,  either  for  the  want  of  skill  or 
concert,  the  country  will  be  a participator  in  their 
disgrace.  But  we  do  not  fear  the  result,  and  believe 
that  the  triumphs  of  our  navy  in  the  fields  of  science 
will  equal  its  success  when  contending  against  our 
foes. 

The  scientific  corps  attached  to  the  expedition 
is  constituted  of  the  following  gentlemen:  T.  R. 

Peale,  esq.  W.  R.  Johnson,  esq.  R.  Coates,  M.  D. 
C.  Pickering,  M.  D.,  J.  Drayton,  esq.  E.  H.  Dar- 
ley,  esq.  of  Philadelphia.  A.  Grey,  M.  D.,  R. 
Hoyle,  esq.  A.  Agate,  esq.  of  New  Yoik.  J. 
Eights,  esq.  Albany,  N.  Y.  J.  W.  Randall,  esq. 
J.  P.  Couthony,  esq.  H.  E.  Hale,  esq.  Boston.  I. 
L.  Dana,  esq.  New  Haven,  Conn.  W.  Rich,  esq. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  states  that  the  expe- 
riments that  have  been  in  progress  there,  for  the 
last  two  months,  by  professor  Johnson,  assisted  by 
Messrs.  Maury,  Emmons  and  Dale,  of  the  navy, 
upon  the  various  instruments  purchased  for  the 
exploring  expedition  by  lieutenant  Wilkes,  have 
drawn  to  a close.  The  articles  are  packed,  and 
nearly  in  a condition  to  be  forwarded  to  New  York. 

Brazil.  A letter  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
U.  S.  Gazette,  from  a passenger  arrived  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  whence  he  sailed  on  the  30th  August, 
gives  a deplorable  account  of  the  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness in  that  capital.  The  harbor  contained  a large 
number  of  vessels  of  all  nations  lying  there  with  but 
little  prospect  of  getting  freights.  The  market  was 
glutted  with  American  produce,  and  the  price  of 
coffee  was  said  to  be  very  high.  The  crop  of  this 
article  was  coming  in  slowly,  and  the  sales  were  for 
cash  only,  all  confidence  being  entirely  destroyed 
in  consequence  of  the  failures  in  this  country. 
Government  had  also  determined  to  send  the  usual 
remittances  to  England  in  coffee,  and  tw’o  frigates 
were  then  fitting  out  .or  the  purpose.  These  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  thought,  would  cause  a rise  in 
the  price  of  that  important  article  of  export. 


Claims  on  France.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  “Courrier  des  Etats  Unis ” that  the  French 
government  has  agreed  to  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  1,022,185  francs  and  92  centimes,  as  the 
interests  of  the  four  first  terms  of  credit  on  the 
twenty-five  millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the 
treaty  of  July  4tl>,  1831,  but  not  paid  till  the  22d  of 
March,  1836. 

Tribute  to  worth.  The  New  York  American, 
in  its  usual  felicitous  and  forcible  manner,  pays  the 
following  beautiful  tribute  to  one  of  the  merchants 
of  New  York  who  was  compelled  to  suspend  busi- 
ness during  the  recent  most  grievous  pressure  and 
derangement  in  the  commercial  world.  We  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  De  Rham,  but  feel 
that  he  deserves  this  tribute  to  his  integrity,  and 
will  most  heartily  rejoice  if  the  cloud  has  passed 
away  for  ever,  and  prosperity  and  happiness  attend 
his  new  career.  But,  alas!  how  many  men  equally 
worthy,  have  been  crushed  to  the  earth  never  to 
rise  again! 

“In  our  advertising  columns  yesterday  appeared 
the  following  unpretending  notice: 

He  Rham  Moore  having  resumed  payment  will 
continue  their  business  as  heretofore. 

We  cannot  permit  this  gratifying  annunciation  to 
pass  without  expressing — as  we  shall  be  borne  out, 
we  feel  assured,  in  doing,  by  the  general  voice  of 
this  community  and  of  every  other  where  this  up- 
right, intelligent,  and  liberal  firm  is  known — the  un- 
affected pleasure  which  the  intelligence  imparts. 

For  some  thirty  years  Mr.  De  Rham  has  been  a 
merchant  in  this  city,  without  once  in  that  period, 
we  will  venture  to  say,  having  knowingly  crossed 
the  path,  or  thwarted  the  interest,  of  any  human  be- 
ing— ami  without,  in  all  that  time,  having  done  any 
act  inconsistent  with  the  nicest  honor  and  most 
scrupulous  mercantile  integrity. 

He  was  eminently  prosperous,  and  his  prosperity 
became  that  of  all  connected  with  him.  He  had 
made  this  city  and  country  his  home,  and  there  was 
no  call  for  the  promotion  in  any  becoming  way,  of 
the  character  or  interests  of'  that  country  or  city, 
that  found  him  a reluctant  or  niggard  contributor. 
His  intelligence  and  integrity — as  they  secured  and 
adorned  the  highest  mercantile  standing  and  success 
— so  they  kept  him — when  the  storm  which  swept 
away  thousands  involved  him  also  in  its  ruin,— 
free  from  reproach  and  full  of  confidence  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

That  future  has  already  dawned,  and  long,  long 
may  it  remain  unclouded. 


CIRCULAR  TO  COLLECTORS  OF  THE 
CUSTOMS. 

Ti-castry  department , October  17,  1837. 

Sir:  Annexed  a-e  copies  of  two  acts  passed  at  the 
late  session  of  congiess,  one  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  payment  stipulated  in  bonds  given 
to  the  United  States  for  duties,  and  the  other  re- 
lating to  that  and  the  fees  to  be  charged  thereon. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  6C.  these  acts,  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will  extend  ‘he  credit  in 
all  cases  embraced  by  them,  and  in  tee  manner 
prescribed,  upon  safe  and  proper  terms,  looking 
to  the  instructions  heretofore  given  by  the  tolicitor 
of  the  treasury  to  the  district  attorneys  on  the  same 
subjects,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed. 

The  bonds  heretofore  renewed  were  so  various 
in  their  original  periods  of  payment,  that  much  cave 
will  be  necessary  to  confine  the  extension  to  such 
only  as  are  provided  for  by  law,  and  to  have  the  pe- 
riod of  payment  not  deferred  in  any  case  beyond  the  ! 
term  permitted  in  the  act. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  second  section  of  the  j 
act,  approved  the  16th  inst.,  provides  that  a credit  | 
of  three  and  six  months  is  to  be  allowed  “on  all  j 
merchandise  which  shall  have  been,  or  may  be  im- 
ported on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November  next  ; 
upon  which  the  duties  are  payable  in  cash,  and  the 
bonds  received  for  such  duties  shall  be  payable  in 
equal  instalments,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum.”  This  provision  will  embrace  !: 
the  case  of  all  goods  paying  cash  duties  which  may 
be  lying  in  the  public  stores  at  this  time,  as  well  as 
those  of  a similar  description  which  may  be  import- 
ed on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November  next.  In 
these  cases,  the  credit  will  commence  with  the  last 
mentioned  date. 

The  solicitor  of  the  treasury  has  issued  instruc- 
tions to  the  district  attorney  to  hand  over  to  yon  all 
the  bonds  in  his  possession  entitled  to  some  exten- 
sion under  the  law  now  sent,  and  for  which  you 
will  give  him  receipts,  and  proceed  to  conduct 
with  them  as  the  laws  and  these  instructions-  require*  , 
I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  6bedi'e«t  servant,. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury \ 
[{ttJ-For  the  acts  see  next  PTige.j 
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LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
Passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  congress. 

[Public. — No.  1.] 

An  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  ot  de- 
posite  with  the  states. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  transfer  of  the  fourth  instalment 
of  deposite  directed  to  be  made  with  the  states,  un- 
der the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  June  twenty- 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  postponed  till  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine: 
Provided,  That  the  three  first  instalments  under 
the  said  act  shall  remain  on  deposite  with  the  states 
until  otherwise  directed  by  congress. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 

Speaker  of  the  home  of  representatives. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON, 
President  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  October  2,  1S37. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

[Public. — No.  2.] 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  district  attor- 
neys in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  8,-c.,  That,  in  all  cases  of  extension 
of  the  time  of  payment  of  bonds  given  for  duties  on 
imports,  it  shall  be  according  to  such  directions  as 
may  be  given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and 
the  extension  of  the  payment  of  the  old  bond,  or  the 
taking  of  a new  bond,  shall  be  by  the  respective 
collectors,  subject  to  no  other  charge  than  such  as 
may  be  legally  receivable  on  the  taking  of  an  origi- 
nal bond,  upon  the  entry  of  merchandise. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  fee  shall 
accrue  to  any  district  attorney  on  any  bond  left  with 
him  for  collection,  or  in  a suit  commenced  on  any 
bond  for  the  renewal  of  which  provision  is  made  by 
law,  unless  the  party  or  parties  shall  neglect  to  ap- 
ply for  such  renew’al  for  more  than  twenty  days  af- 
ter the  maturity  of  such  bond. 

Approved,  October  12,  1837. 

[Public. — No.  3.] 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

Beit  enacted,  §c.  That  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury 
notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  the  sura  often  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  prepared,  signed, 
and  issued,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  povided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tnat  the  said 
treasury  notes,  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeem- 
ed by  the  United  States  at  the. treasury  thereof,  af- 
ter-fhe  expiration  ofone  yearirom  the  dates  of  the 
said  notes  respectively;  from  which  said  dates,  for 
the  term  ofone  year,  and  no  longer,  they  shall  bear 
such  interest  as  shall  be  expressed  upon  the  face  of 
the  said  notes',  which  rate  of  interest,  upon  each  se- 
veral issue  of  the  said  notes,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  approbation  of  the  president;  but  shall  in  no 
case  etceed  the  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  mnum.  The  reimbursement  herein  provided 
for  shall  be  made  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  the  holders  of  the  said  notes  respectively, 
upon  presentment,  and  shall  include  the  principal 
of  each  note,  and  the  interest  which  may  he  due 
thereon  at  the  time  of  payment.  For  this  reim- 
bursement, at  the  time  and  times  herein  specified, 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  solemnly 
pledged. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
said  treasury  notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  shall  be 
signed  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  the  treasu- 
rer thereof,  and  countersigned  by  the  register  of 
the  treasury;  and  that  those  officers  respectively 
shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secure  the 
public  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate  ac- 
counts of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and 
amount  of  all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned 
by  them  respectively;  which  said  accounts  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  and  placed  on  file  in  the  treasu- 
ry department;  and,  also,  similar  accounts,  kept 
and  preserved  in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said 
notes  redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and 
cancelled;  and  the  treasurer  shall  further  account 
quarterly  for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  sig- 
nature or  issue  by  the  register.  The  treasurer  and 
register  of  the  treasury,  are  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  employ  such  additional  tem- 
porary clerks  as  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
this  section  may  render  necessary:  Provided,  Said 
number  shall  not  exceed  four,  and  with  a salary  not 


more  than  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  to 
each  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized,  with 
the  appreciation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
to  cause  to  be  issued  such  portion  of  the  said  treasu- 
ry notes  as  the  president  may  think  expedient,  in 
payment  of  debts  due  by  the  United  States  to  such 
public  creditors  or  other  persons  as  may  choose  to 
receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at  par. 
And  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  further  author- 
ized, with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  not  un- 
der par,  such  sums  as  the  president  may  think  ex- 
pedient, on  the  credit  of  such  notes. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable  by  delivery  and 
assignment  endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to 
whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  face  thereof, 
have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  of  all  public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority, 
and  of  all  debts  to  the  United  States,  of  any  charac- 
ter whatsoever,  which  may  be  due  and  payable  at 
the  time  when  said  treasury  notes  may  be  offered  in 
payment.  And,  on  every  such  payment,  credit 
shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest which,  on  the  day  of  such  payment,  may  be 
due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  given  in  payment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States  in 
such  treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  any  collector, 
receive:  of  public  moneys,  or  other  public  officer  or 
agent,  stall,  on  books  kept  according  to  such  forms 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, give  duplicate  certificates  of  the  number  ?.nd 
respective  amount  of  principal  and  interest  of  'aach 
and  eve-y  treasury  note  thus  paid  by  such  parson- 
and  eve-y  collector,  receiver  of  public  mor,eys,  or 
other  ptblic  officer  or  agent,  who  shall  thu.s  receive 
any  of  tie  said  treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on 
payment  of  the  same,  receive  credit  bot'n  for  princi- 
pal andinterest  computed  as  afores?  fid,  which  on 
the  daj  of  such  last  mentioned  payment  shall  ap- 
pear dus  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in,  and  he 
shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  accrued  on  such 
note  ornotes  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall 
have  ben  received  by  him  in.  payment  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  lay  on  which  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  him 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  cause  to  be  reimbursed  and 
paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes 
which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  se- 
veral time  and  times  when  the  same,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  should  thus  be  reim- 
bursed and  paid.  And  the  secretary  is  further  au- 
1 thorijed  to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes,  at  par, 
for  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  due  at  the 
time  Vf  purchase  on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of 
a.ny  unappropriated  money  in  the  treasury  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, for  paying  the  principal  and  interest  of  said 
notes. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  treasury, 
be,  andithe  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  de- 
frayingthe  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  engrav- 
ing, sigiing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the  issuing 
of  the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  mall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid'or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  note,  in 
imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a treasury  note 
aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  folsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
falsely  altering,  any  treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid; 
or  shill  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass, 
utter,  orpublish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged, or  coun- 
terfeited note,  purporting  to  be  a treasury  note  as 
aforesaid,,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or 
counterfeited,  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
true,  anj  falsely  altered  treasury  note,  issued  as 
aforesaid  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered, 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and,  being  thereof  convicted’by 
due  courfo  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  impri- 
soned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a period  not  less 
than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  be 
fined  in  asum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  II,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  trade  or  engraved,  or  shall  have  in  his  custody 
or  possession  any  metallic  plate,  engraved  after  the 
sinrilitule  of  any  plate  from  which  any  notes  issued. 


as  aiforesaid  shall  have  been  printed,  with  intent  to 
use  such  plate,  or  to  cause  or  sutler  the  same  to  be 
used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes 
issued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or 
possession  any  blank  note  ornotes  engraved  and 
printed  after  the  similitude  of  any  notes  issued  as 
aforesaid,  with  intent  to  use  such  blanks,  or  cause 
or  sutler  the  same  to  be  used  in  forging  or  counter- 
feiting any  of  the  notes  issued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall 
have  in.  his  custody  or  possession  any  paper  adapt- 
ed to  the  making  of  notes,  and  similar  to  the  paper 
upon  which  any  such  notes  shall  have  been  issued, 
with  intent  to  use  such  paper,  or  cause  or  suffer  the 
same  to  be  used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of 
the  notes  issued  as  aforesaid;  every  such  person  be- 
ing thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned,  and  kept  to  hard  la- 
bor for  a term  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  and  fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  make  and  issue,  from  time  to  time,  such  in- 
structions, rules,  and  regulations  to  the  several  col- 
lectors, receivers  of  public  money,  depositories,  and 
all  others  who  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the 
said  treasury  notes  on  behalf  of  and  as  agents  in  any 
capacity  for  the  United  States,  as  to  the  safe-keep- 
ing, disposition,  return,  and  cancelling  of  the  said 
notes  so  paid  to  arid  received  by  them  respectively, 
and  as  to  theiv  accounts  and  returns  to  the  depart- 
ment of  all  such  receipts,  as  may  seem  to  him  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  interests  and  con- 
venience, and  secure  the  United  States  and  the  hol- 
ders of  the  said  notes  against  frauds  and  losses: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  constructed  as  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  re-iasue  any  of  said  notes,  but  upon  the 
return  of  said  notes,  or  any  of  them,  to  the  treasury, 
the  same  shall  be-  cancelled. 

Sec.  13.  Anl  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall, 
be,  and  hereby  is  made  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  cause  a statement  to  be  published 
monthly,  of  the  amount  of  all  treasury  notes  issued 
or  redeemed,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act;  and  that  the  power  to  issa-e  treasury  notes,  con- 
ferred on  the  president  of  tliie  United  States  by  this 
act,  shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eighty  ‘ 
Approved,  October  12,  1837. 

[Public, — No.  4.] 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  certain  laws  to  the  close 
of  the  next  session  of  congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'c.,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts, 
or  provisions  contained  within  any  act,  which,  by 
the  terms  thereof,  are  made  to  expire  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  con- 
gress, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to,  con-, 
tinue  in  force  to  the  end  of  that  session  of  congress 
which  shall  commence,  or  shall  be  in  session,  on 
the  first  Mcnday  of  December,  eighteen,  hundred, 
and  thirty-s;ven. 

Approved,  October  12,  1837. 

[Public. — No.  5.] 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  “An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  horses  Ijst  or  destroyed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,” 
approved  January  18,  1837. 

Be  it  enacted,  Zyc.  That  any  person  who  has 
turned  over  to  the  service  of  the  United  States  his 
horse,  saddle,  bridle,  or  equipments,  by  the  order  of 
the  commanding  general,  or  other  commanding  offi- 
cer, shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof;  that  the  claims 
provided  for  under  this  act  shall  be  adjusted  by  the 
third  auditor,  under  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  war,  with  the  assent  of  the 
president.  This  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  shall  extend  to  mules  as  well  as  to, 
horses.  Decisions  under  this  act  shall  be  recorded 
as  they  are  required  to  be  recorded  by  the  act  afore- 
said, and  payment  shall  be  made  as  is  required  by 
that  act.  This  act  shall  extend  to  cases  where  any 
person  mentioned  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment  shall  have  died  in  the  service,  and  his 
horse,  saddle,  bridle,  or  equipments,  shall  have 
been  turned  over  to  an  officer,  or  other  person  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the 
proper  officer  commanding,  and  not  restored  to  the 
representative  of  the  deceased,  or  paid  for  by  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  October  14,  1837. 

[Public. — No.  6.] 

An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  th-  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
Be  it  enacted,  §c..  That  the  following  su-As  be,  ana^ 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  br  paid  out  ot 
any  unappropriated  money  in  the  treasury,  viz.. 
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For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  co  ogress  t 
and  delegates,  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  i 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contin-  t 
gent  expenses  of  the  senate,  thirty  thousand  dollars.  1 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  con-  j 
tingent  expenses  of  the  house  of  representatives,  1 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  [ 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  navy,  as  enu-  ( 
merated  in  the  act  of  the  third  of  March  lust,  in  ad-  ( 
dition  to  the  amount  appropriated  by  tha.t  act,  one  i 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  < 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  s 
in  foreign  countries,  ten  thousand  dollars.  c 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  prose-  i 
cution  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  lega- 
cy bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  Lon-  i 
don,  five  thousand  dollars.  i 

For  the  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  I 
treasurer,  five  hundred  dollars.  i 

For  preparing,  printing  and  binding  documents  I 
ordered  by  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  the  se- 
cond July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  twenty- 
fifth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -seven 
and  the  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  . 
thirty-seven,  to  be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee  to  audit  and  control  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  senate,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  < 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  reve-  ’ 
nue  from  duties,  or  from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  < 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  receiving  and  collect-  1 
ing  officers,  be  not  sufficient  at  any  time  to  pay  1 
debentures  and  other  charges  which  are  by  existing 
laws  made  payable  out  of  the  accruing  revenue  be-  : 
fore  it  is  transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized  1 
to  pay  the  said  debentures  and  other  charges  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  firtlier  enacted,  That  the  secretary  : 
of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ar- 
range and  settle  any  of  the  outstanring  transfer  drafts 
given  to  transfer  moneys  to  the  stites  under  the  act 
of  twenty-third  ofJane,  eighteen  Hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six, and  which  have  not  been  paid  by  the  depos- 
itories upon  which  they  were  drawn  or  otherwise 
arranged  and  settled  by  the  United  States,  by  re- 
ceiving such  drafts  at  par  in  payment  of  any  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,  without  any  allowance  of 
interest  for  the  time  the  drafts  have  been  outstand- 
ing and  unpaid,  or  any  othe  r allowance  for  interest  or 
damages  of  any' description. 

Approved,  October  It),  1837. 

[Public. — No.  7.] 

An  act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  SfC.  That  the  further  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriate^,  to  defray  any 
expenses  which  have  been  or  may  be  incurred,  in 
preventing  or  suppressing  the  hostilities  of  any  Indi- 
ans; to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  conformably'  to  the  acts  of  congress  of  the 
nineteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  and  of  the  second  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  of  the  acts  therein  referred  to. 
Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

[Public. — No.  8.] 

An  act  authorizing  a further  postponement  of  pay- 
ment upon  duty  bonds. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  grant  such 
further  extension  of  credit  upon  all  bonds  for  duties 
now  outstanding  as  shali  make  the  whole  extension 
of  credit  upon  each  bond  nine  months  from  the 
time  when  the  original  bond  became  due  and  pay- 
able; making  the  extension  in  each  case  to  depend 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional  security, 
the  payment  of  interest,  and  other  terras,  which 
have  been  prescribed  by  the  treasury  department,  to 
the  extension  of  revenue  bonds  since  May  last: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  include  any  existing  bonds  where  the 
parties  to  the  same  have  not,  since  the  bonds  be- 
came payable,  given  additional  security-,  or  made 
part  payment,  and  are,  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  government,  considered  insolvent,  or  unsafe  se- 
curities for  the  payment  of  their  bonds. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  a credit  of 
♦hree  and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on  the  duty 
(j‘  all  merchandise  which  shall  have  been  or  may 
be'mported  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November 
next, Upon  which  the  duties  are  payable  in  equal 
instalments,  in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  received 
for  such  1 nties  shall  be  payable,  bearing  interest  at 
thrt  rate  ot  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  anil  shall  be  in 


the  form  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  ex- 
isting laws  and  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
the  security  in  any  bond  which  has  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be  postponed,  is  entirely  satisftetory,  the 
principal  or  sureties  in  the  same  shall  not  be  disa- 
bled from  being  in  the  mean  time,  till  the  period  of 
postponement  provided  for  by  this  act  expires,  re- 
ceived as  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds  for 
duties,  notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may 
not  have  been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extend- 
ed before  or  on  the  day  it  fell  due:  Provided.,  That 
such  principal  and  sureties  shall  be  found,  in  all 
other  respects,  safe  and  satisfactory  security  for  the 
funds  to  which  they  may  be  proposed  as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ope- 
ration of  all  prior  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as 
inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  suspended  in  the  par- 
ticulars in  which  they  conflict  with,  or  differ  from, 
its  provisions,  until  this  act  shall  cease  by  its  own 
limitations. 

Approved,  October  16,  1S37. 

[Public. — No.  9.] 

An  act  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the 
late  deposite  banks. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue  to 
withdraw  the  public  moneys  now  remaining  in  any 
of  the  former  deposite  banks,  in  a manner  as  gra- 
dual and  convenient  to  the  institutions  a)  shali  be 
consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  lie  drawn; 
and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  oi  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  unjler  which 
1 those  deposites  were  made,  shall  be  denauded  ot 
any  bank  which  has  met,  and  shall  hereafter  meet, 
the  requisitions  of  the  department.  Thisprovision 
shall  also  extend  to  such  public  moneys  £ may  re- 
main  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  UnitedStates,  or 
of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  >f  the  go- 
vernment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thit  in  case 
of  neglect  or  refusal  by  any  of  the  saiij  banks  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  seretary  of 
the  treasury,  as  he  shali  make  them,  in  onformity 

■ with  the  first  section  of  this  act,  suits  slall  be  in- 
stituted, where  that  has  not  already  bee  done,  to 

■ recover  the  amounts  due  to  the  United  Sates,  un- 
less the  defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  caase  to  be 
executed  and  deli  vered  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, a bond,  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the 
solicitor  of  the  treasury,  to  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  whole  moneys  due  from  it  in  three  instalments. 

; The  first  to  be'  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next, 

' the  second  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  remaining  instal- 
; ment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
; and  thirty-nine;  and  the  default  mentioned  in  this 
! act  on  which  interest  is  to  commence  at  tie  rate  of 
? six  per  cent,  shall  be  understood  to  be  the  neglect 
1 or  omission  of  said  banks,  or  any  of  them,  to  an- 
swer the  drafts  or  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of 
’ the.  treasury,  made  on  them  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  first  section  of  this  act;  and  interest 
' thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  p?r  annum, 
1 from  the  time  of  default,  together  with  any  dama- 
ges which  may  have  accrued  to  the  Un  ted  States 
from  protests  of  drafts  drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any 
other  consequence  of  its  failure  to  fulfil  its  obliga- 
tions to  the  public  treasury. 

Approved,  October  16,  i837. 

[Private. — No.  1.] 

h An  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  P.  Madison. 

s Be  it  enacted,  §-c..  That  the  president  »f  the  Unit- 
n ed  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
e quested  to  cause  to  be  executed  a grantand  recon- 

- veyance  to  Mrs.  D.  P.  Madison,  her  executors,  ad- 
d ministrators  and  assigns,  of  the  right  to  publish  in 

foreign  countries,  lor  her  own  benefit,  the  inanti- 
h script  debates  of  the  convention  which  formed  the 
o constitution  of  this  government,  as  well  as  the  nett 
::  avails  of  any  such  publication  which  miy  have 
e been  ordered  by  her;  Provided,  howeve'.  That  she 
e shall  not  be  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  posses- 

- sion  of  the  government  either  of  the  copies  of  said 
e.  debates  which  accompanied  her  conveyance. 

d Approved,  October  14,  1837. 

[ Resolution  No.  1. — Public.] 

>f  A resolution  directing  the  postage  on  lepers  sent 
y by  the  express  mail  to  be  paid  in  idvince. 
y Resolved,  %c..  That  the  postmaster  general  he, 
r and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  )tosiage  on 
d all  letters  sent  by  the  express  mail  of  the  United 
d States  to  be  paid  in  advance  at  the  time  <jf  deposit- 
it  ing  them  for  transportation  by  said  mail, 
n Approved,  October  12,  1837. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  POPE,  OF  KENTUCKY, 

On  the  sub-treasury  bill:  delivered  in  the  house  of 

representatives,  Thursday,  October  12,  1837. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  chair.  He 
observed  that  he  rose  with  reluctance  and  much 
hesitation,  to  give  his  views  to  the  committee  on  the 
principles  involved  in  the  bill,  and  the  several  sub- 
jects connected  with  it,  after  they  had  been  discuss- 
ed with  so  much  ability  in  both  houses  of  congress, 
and  our  session  had  approached  its  termination. 

He  was  aware  that  the  committee  were  impatient 
to  have  the  debate  closed,  and  to  take  the  question. 

He  felt,  however,  that  duty  to  the  expectations  of  his 
immediate  constituents,  and  to  himself,  forbid  him 
to  give  a silent  vote  on  a measure  of  so  much  mag- 
nitude, both  in  principle  and  consequences. 

Many  topics  had  been  introduced  into  our  debates 
during  the  present  session,  which  did  not  seem  to 
belong  to  any  of  the  measures  before  us,  and  with 
reference  to  the  parties  in  this  house  and  the  past 
political  struggles  of  the  country,  to  which  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  give  a passing  notice.  We  ought,  said 
Mr.  Pope,  to  lay  out  of  view  every  thing  which 
does  not  belong  to  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  placed; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  of  all  par- 
ties should  elevate  themselves  for  a moment  above 
the  mere  party  contests  of  the  day,  and  act  exclu- 
sively with  reference  to  the  good  of  the  country. 
The  vessel  of  state,  in  relation  to  our  monetary 
system,  appeared  to  be  stranded,  and  all  certainly 
should  unite  to  put  it  fairly  afloat  again  upon  the 
great  current  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  part  I acted  in  the  election  of 
the  late  chief  magistrate,  said  Mr.  Pope,  is  well 
known;  and  on  that  account  he  had  ever  been  un- 
willing to  assail  him  or  the  measures  of  his  admin- 
istration. His  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  other  acts  tending  t.o  an  alarming 
increase  of  executive  powers,  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  government,  were  so  much 
at  war  with  his  opinion  of  the  principles  and  genius 
of  our  free  institutions,  that  I have  for  several  years 
declined  to  participate  in  the  mere  party  struggles 
of  the  country.  While  I could  not  endorse  the 
measures  alluded  to,  said  Mr.  Pope,  I have  not  in- 
dulged in  bitter  censure  or  crimination  of  those 
with  whom  I had  been  politically  associated.  In  my 
canvass  for  a seat  here,  said  Mr.  Pope,  I appealed 
to  no  party  on  party  grounds.  My  opinions  about 
the  United  States  bank,  currency,  &c.,  were  given 
to  the  people  with  openness  and  candor.  With- 
out disguise,  or  evasion,  or  any  mental  reservation 
whatever,  Mr.  Pope  said  he  had  publicly  avowed 
to  his  constituents  his  firm  conviction  that  a na- 
tional baiiic  was  a necessary  and  proper  fiscal  agent 
for  the  government,  the  best  regulator  of  our  paper 
system,  and  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  foreign 
and  domestic  commerce  of  the  United  States;  and 
for  the  correctness  of  that  opinion,  he  had  appealed, 
to  the  force  of  reason  and  experience. 

Mr.  Pope  declared,  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
denunciations  of  the  bank  or  a 'sank  of  the  United 
States,  his  firm  and  unshaken  Ulief  was,  that  it 
is  the  best  possible  remedy  of  a permanent  character 
which  can  be  applied  to  cure  the  duorders  in  the 
local  currencies,  check  excessive  issues  of  paper  mo- 
ney, and  ensure  to  the  nation  a stable  ard  uniform 
medium,  and  restore  a healthy  action  to  Oor  money 
system.  Public  opinion  in  the  western  states  was 
strong  and  decisive  in  favor  of  this  measuie,  and 
would  he  more  so,  from  causes  which  do  not  apply 
as  strongly  to  the  Atlantic  states.  In  Virgifia, 
Maryland,  New  York,  and  other  states  on  the  At-  i 
lantie,  the  people  trade  to  the  cities  on  the  seaboard 
in  their  own  states;  and  the  local  currency  will  j 
answer  their  purposes  to  a considerable  extent. 
The  trade  of  the  western  states  is  carried  on  to 
distant  places,  much  of  it  through  other  states,  and  | 
the  local  currencies  will  not  answer,  and  our  west-  j 
ern  traders  are  subjected  to  much  loss  in  changing  , 
the  paper  received  in  every  slate  through  which 
they  pass,  going  and  returning;  and  all  this  loss  i 
falls  on  the  farmers  of  the  west;  whereas,  while  j 
the  branch  banks  of  the  United  States  bank  existed 
in  the  south  and  west,  the  traders  were  not  subject-  I 
ed  to  the  losses  and  inconveniences  to  which  they  j 
are  now  exposed. 

As  so  much  has  been  said  about  merchants  and 
overtrading,  &.c.  Mr.  Pope  would  remark,  that  he 
represented  an  agricultural  district,  and  that  the 
farmers  of  the  west  were,  if  possible,  more  urgent 
than  any  other  class  for  a national  bank,  in  order 
to  have  a currency  in  which  they  could  confide— 
one  sound  and  uniform.  They  had  experienced 
the  beneficial  effects  of  a United  States  bank,  and 
were  desirous  to  see  that  sound  condition  of  tilings 
restored.  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  I had 
occasion  to  act  on  this  question  ot  a national  bank 
twenty-five  years  ago,  in  the  other  branch  of  con- 
gress; and  I then  examined  it  with  an  honest  in- 
quiry after  truth,  and  became  entirely  satisfied  of 
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the  constitutionality  and  great  utility  of  such  an 
institution.  Vhe  opinion  I then  formed,  said  Mr. 
Pope,  I have  maintained  ever  since,  through  good 
and  evil  report.  Whether  popular  or  unpopular, 
Mr.  Pope  said  ,Vi  had  made  it  a rule  through  life, 
when  duty  requ  ired  him  to  act  on  a principle  of 
cardinal  importance  or  vital  interest  to  the  people, 
to  explore  it  we/l,  to  establish  truth  in  his  own 
mind,  and  to  adhe  r ; to  it  unless  overruled  by  the 
deliberate  will  of  hU  fellow  citizens.  Fortunately 
for  me  at  this  moment,  in  the  opinion  I express  I 
stand  supported  by  tire  voice  of  those  who  sent  me, 
and  the  state  at  large. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  before  I proceed 
to  bestow  a special  aonsideration  on  this  sub- 
treasury  scheme,  contemplated  by  the  bill  under 
consideration,  or  a natio  nal  bank,  which  seems  to 
be  associated  with  it  in  t his  debate,  permit  me  to 
notice  other  topics  so  fi  equently  adverted  to  at 
this  session.  We  are  daily  entertained  or  disturb- 
ed about  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  tariff,  and 
abolition.  On  the  subject  of  Texas  I have  no 
opinion,  said  Mr.  Pope,  at  present  to  give;  indeed  I 
•have  not  considered  it  sufficiently  to  decide  on  the 
power  or  expediency  of  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
if  desired  by  the  people  of  that  country.  Mr. 
Pope  siiid  lie  was  not  prepared  to  say  to  what  ex- 
tent our  plan  of  government  could  expand  without 
endangering  its  integrity.  It  was  a question  on 
which  an  American  statesman  should  not  indulge 
hasty  speculations;  it  was  one  which  demanded 
grave  and  profound  consideration. 

In  the  old  world  there  seemed  to  be  natural  bar- 
riers between  nations — the  Alps  and  Pyrenees  se- 
parated communities;  but  here  we  had  disregarded 
those  geographical  divisions,  and  cut  down  and 
perforated  the  Allegany  which  divided  tlto  Atlantic 
states  from  the  great  western  valley.  By  roads  and 
canals,  with  the  consequent  facility  and  rapidity  of 
intercourse,  we  had  contracted  practically  the  extent 
of  our  territory.  I would,  however,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
implore  gentlemen  from  the  north  and  east,  arid  es- 
pecially the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  never  to  urge  as  a ground 
of  opposition  to  Texas,  that  slavery  is  tolerated  in 
that  country.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  a legitimate 
ground  of  opposition.  Should  the  provinces  of  Cil- 
iiada  b?  ever  separated  from  the  mother  country, 
and  their  independence  established  on  the  plains  of 
Abraham,  and  that  people  should  desire  to  be  made 
part  of  this  republic,  I should  not  think  of  object- 
ing that  they  have  or  have  not  slaves.  The  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  viewed  on  more  elevated  ground. 
We  should  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  struggle  for 
liberty  and  independence,  Virginia  and  Massachu- 
setts shook  hands  as  brothers,  and  staked  their 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor,  in  the  common 
cause.  Each  state  was  left  free  to  act  in  relation  to 
domestic  slavery. 

It  etiords  me  pleasure  on  this  occasion,  Mr. 
Chairman,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  tr  do  justice  to  the 
consistency  of  the  respectable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  it  the  opinion  he  has 
expressed  that  congress  fas  no  power  to  annex 
Texas  to  the  tinted  States.  I well  recollect,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Prpe,  that  he  expressed  the  same  opin- 
ion in  the  senate  during  the  session  of  1S07-8  in 
regard  to  the  admission  of  new  states  formed  out 
of  the  territory  of  Louisiana;  but  at  the  same  time 
avowet  his  willingness,  and  I believe  with  entire 
sincerity,  that  while  he  could  not  concede  the  pow- 
er o admit  them,  to  vote  for  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  to  authorize  their  admission. 

The  subject  of  abolition,  so  often  mentioned  on 
this  floor,  has  never  disturbed  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, although  a slave  state.  I know,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
that  there  have  been  in  my  own  state,  a large  num- 
ber averse  to  slavery,  desirous  of  gelling  rid  of  it  by 
emancipation,  or  in  some  other  way.  Some,  proba- 
bly, were  in  favor  of  abolition;  but  experience  and 
observation  have  convinced  the  warmest  friends  of 
emancipation,  that  any  mode  of  terminating  slavery 
and  retaining  them  among  us,  would  be  mischievous 
and  dangerous.  The  Ohio  river  divides  Kentucky 
from  the  free  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois;  and 
while  we  are  aware  that  there  is  a religious  feeling 
and  some  fanaticism  in  relation  to  slavery,  we  in- 
dulge, said  Mr.  Pope,  no  suspicion  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  those  states  are  disposed  to  dis- 
turb our  slave  property;  and  as  to  the  enthusiasts  and 
fanatics,  we  tolerate  error  and  folly,  while  reason  and 
practical  observalion  is  left  free  to  counteract  them. 
The  question  of  domestic  slavery  is  one  over  which 
each  state  must  be  left  to  exercise  sovereign  con- 
trol, subject  to  the  power  of  congress  in  reference 
to  the  importation  of  slaves  from  abroad. 

The  tariff  is  often  mentioned,  too,  here,  certainly 
foreign  to  the  subjects  of  our  present  deliberations. 
Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  to  retro- 
spect the  history  of  this  tari  (f  policy  fertile  last  thirty 
years.  Nearly  thirty  years  ago  he  was  a member 


of  the  other  branch  of  congress;  and  gentlemen 
from  the  south  and  west,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  and  perhaps  a few  others,  favored 
the  tariff  policy;  and  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed or  imputed  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  ad- 
vocated the  policy  of  rendering  this  country  to  a 
great  extent  independent  of  the  workshops  of  Eu- 
rope. I well  recollect,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  I united 
in  this  opinion,  without  having  ever  considered 
deeply  the  effects  of  this  policy  on  the  different 
sections  of  the  union.  The  people  of  the  eastern 
states  were  at  that  time  more  inclined  to  employ 
their  capital  in  commerce  than  manufactures,  and 
Mr.  Hillhouse,  a senator  from  Connecticut,  a man 
of  practical  wisdom,  remarked  to  me  with  apparent 
candor  and  much  earnestness,  that  it  was  wrong  to 
force  or  stimulate  manufactures  prematurely;  that 
they  ought  and  would  grow  up  gradually  with  the 
growth  of  the  nation.  Circumstances,  however, 
turned  a large  portion  of  eastern  capital  into  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  and  the  eastern  people, 
ever  astute  and  sagacious  in  whatever  concerns 
their  interest,  asked  for  protection — more  and  more 
protection,  until  the  south  awakened  to  a sense 
of  the  effects  of  this  protective  policy  on  the  plant- 
ing states,  changed  their  course,  and  resisted  this 
protective  policy,  which  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  a 
most  angry  and  excited  contest.  Fortunately  for 
our  peace  and  harmony,  the  question  was  compro- 
mised  by  the  agency  of  a Kentucky  member  of 
this  house,  and  a distinguished  senator  from  the 
same  state;  they  at  least  aided  much  in  restoring 
quietto  the  country,  and  I hope  that  compromise 
will  not  be  disturbed,  and  that  until  the  year  1842 
this  natter  will  be  at  rest.  It  is  very  probable  that 
the  tariff  policy  was  carried  too  far.  Kentucky  is 
a consuming  state,  as  much  so  as  Virginia  and  many 
other  southern  states;  and  while  she  admits  the 
powei  and  policy  of  giving  reasonable  protection  to 
American  industry,  she  will  he  among  the  last  to 
support,  knowingly,  any  policy  tending  to  sacrifice 
the  interest  of  the  south  to  advance  or  aggrandize 
any  other  portion  of  the  union.  He  would,  how- 
ever, take  leave  to  remark,  that  he  believed  that  at 
no  distant  day  Virginia  and  Kentucky  will  rival  the 
eastern  states  in  many  branches  of  manufactures. 
These  states  abound  in  coal,  water-power,  and  min- 
erals,with  a temperate  climate;  and  it  has  been  said 
of  Kentucky,  that  she  contains  the  richest  mineral 
weallh  in  tile  United  States.  Regions  there  hard- 
ly inhabited  now  and  considered  of  little  value,  will 
i.  ltirrately  be  filled  with  towns,  villages,  and  an  in- 
dustrious and  thriving  population. 

In  connexion  with  these  vexed  and  exciting 
qin'sions  of  abolition,  tariff',  annexation  of  Texas, 
we  bo  often  hear  of  disunion,  Ike.-,  and  I must  con- 
fess, Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  I regret 
to  hfcV-r  language  of  this  sort  from  the  distinguish- 
ed gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,) 
when  speaking  of  Texas.  When  contending  for 
freedom  and  independence  with  Great  Britain,  onr 
brethren  of  the  north  did  not  object  to  an  association 
with  the  south  on  the  ground  of  domestic  slavery. 
Kentucky  is  a central  state,  and  a farming  or  plant- 
ing state;  a great  consumer  of  foreign  and  American 
manufactures.  We,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  al- 
though from  habit,  education,  personal  and  com- 
mercial intercourse,  partial  to  our  southern  breth- 
ren, are  not  blind  to  the  value  and  importance  of  our 
polijeal  association  with  the  eastern  states.  We  con- 
sidej  them  the  right  arm  of  our  national  strength, 
as  a maritime  power.  For  intelligence,  hardy  en- 
terprise, and  skill  in  commerce  and  navigation,  they 
are  not  surpassed,  if  equalled  by  any  nation  of  an- 
ciert  or  modern  times.  By  the  union  of  free  and 
siav:  states,  by  their  joint  counsels  and  arms,  our 
libe ties  and  independence  were  achieved;  and  let 
not  he  trashy  effusions  of  fanatics  or  the  visionary 
spe  illations  of  enthusiasts disturb  our  tranquillity, 
or  veaken  those  ties  by  which  these  states  have 
beeji  so  long  united.  If  we  continue,  said  Mr. 
Pope,  a united  people,  this  nation  will,  at  no  dis- 
taff period,  by  their  justice  and  power,  exercise 
moje  influence  and  control  over  the  affairs  of  na- 
tiors,  than  ancient  Rome  when  mistress  of  the 
wolid,  or  Great  Britain  when  she  asserted  the  em- 
pirt  of  the  seas.  He  begged  pardon  of  the  commit- 
teeifor  digressing  so  far  from  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  had  only  to  assure  them  that  he 
wai  led  off'  by  a solicitude  to  divert  their  attention 
from  subjects  which  had  been,  as  lie  thought,  rather 
strtngelv  drawn  into  discussion . and  to  bring  the 
milds  of  all  to  a deep  and  solem  l consideration  of 
thejexisting  crisis;  for  sufficient  fix  the  time  is  the 
evil  thereof. 

Tme  bill  tinder  consideration  provides  not  only 
Tor  :he  collection  of  the  revenue  bet  the  establish- 
ment of  a number  of  sub-treasuries,  to  be  located  in 
di (Ferent  places  in  the  United  States  where  the  reve- 
lue'and  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ire  collected, 
rnd  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  authorized  to 


appoint  agents  to  inspect  the  books  and  accounts  of 
these  sub-treasuries,  and  report  to  him.  Those 
charged  with  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
money  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  with 
the  agent  to  inspect,  &c.,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
executive,  removable  at  his  pleasure,  and  in  all  re- 
spects subject  to  his  control.  It  is  in  substance  a 
bill  to  unite  the  purse  and  sword  of  this  government 
in  the  hands  of  the  president,  in  derogation  of  a 
fundamental  principle  of  our  free  constitution,  and 
the  title  of  it  should  be,  said  Mr.  Pope,  a bill  to 
consummate  the  overthrow  of  that  equilibrium  and 
division  of  power  which  the  wise  founders  of  this 
republic  intended  to  establish  to  secure  American 
liberty. 

The  maxim  that  a division  of  power  among  dif- 
ferent departmeuts  or  bodies  of  magistracy  was  ne- 
cessary to  secure  liberty,  seems  to  have  been  better 
understood  and  ^radically  applied  by  the  statesmen 
of  modern  times,  than  in  remote  ages.  This  maxim 
has  been  incorporated  into  all  the  American  consti- 
tutions, and  pervades  every  ramification  of  this  con- 
federated republic.  Such  a division  of  power  as 
will  prevent  undue  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  department  or  body  of  magistracy  was 
deemed  by  our  ancestors  essential  to  the  security 
of  the  public  liberty.  This  great  principle  forms 
a vital  feature  in  the  political  law  of  modern  Europe, 
where  it  is  held  that  every  power  ought  to  be  re- 
strained within  such  limits  as  will  ensure  the  inde- 
pendence of  neighboring  states;  and  hence  the  nu- 
merotis  wars  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power. 

Our  constitutions  divide  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment into  several  departments,  or  bodies  of  magis- 
tracy, and  these  powers  are  again  divided  between 
state  and  federal  bodies  of  magistracy.  To  the  le- 
gislative department  it  belongs  to  imposp  taxes  on 
the  people;  and  I put  t he  question,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
to  the  grave  and  candid  consideration  of  this  com- 
mittee, whether  it  properly  belongs  to  the  legisla- 
ture or  the  executive  authority  to  create  or  select 
the  agent  to  keep  ami  guard  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple until  draw)  out  in  conformity  to  appropriations 
made  by  law?  Is  the  executive,  or  legislature,  the 
keeper  and  guardian  of  the  public  treasure?  In 
practice,  the  first  hank  of  the  United  States  was  the 
chief  agent  in  taking  care  of  the  public  money,  arid 
tiie  last  bankwas  made  the  agent  by  legislative  au- 
thority; and  that  both  were  safe  and  responsible 
agents  is  ascertained  by  the  fact  that  no  loss  was 
ever  sustained  while  they  had  tile  care  of  it;  where- 
as we  knowjthat  numerous  defalcations  and  frauds, 
and  peculations  have  been  committed  by  collectors, 
receivers,  and  others  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
public  revenue.  Large  sums  confided  to  individuals 
furnish  temptations  too  strong  I'or  poor  weak  human 
nature.  Treasurers  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  of 
the  fairest  character  for  probity  and  honor,  afford 
strong  proofs  of  the  danger  of  confiding  large  sums 
of  money  to  the  care  of  individuals;  and  botli  states 
have  directed  the  public  money  to  be  placed  in  sound 
and  responsible  banks.  When  it  is*  deposited  in  a 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  government,  (he  whole 
capital  of  (he  corporation  is  responsible.  The  capi- 
tal of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  of  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  bound  for  the  money  placed 
in  its  vaults. 

I will  not,  said  Mr.  Pope,  detain  the  committee 
by  any  calculation  of  the  additional  expense,  or 
executive  patronage,  of  this  new  scheme  of  sub- 
treasuries,  because  it  is  liable  to  other  objections  of 
much  more  magnitude.  To  what  responsibility, 
Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  do  you  look  for  the 
security  of  the  public  revenue?  Do  you  rely  on  the 
bonds  and  securities  provided  for  in  this  bill?  Re- 
member, said  he,  that  there  will  be  collected  in  the 
city  of  New  York  alone,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions; and  that  in  the  cities  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore.  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  from  three 
to  five  millions  on  an  average  will  be  received  by 
the  collectors  at  each  port;  and  a large  amount  of  this 
money  must  remain  for  a considerable  time  in  their 
hands,  before  it  can  be  paid  out.  In  the  whole  of 
these  sub-treasuries  there  will  generally  be  on  hand 
from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  sir,  what 
individual  and  securities  can  be  good  arid  responsi- 
ble for  millions?  Sir,  you  have  no  security  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  but  in  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  officers  charged  with  the  care  ot 
them. 

I have,  Mr.  Chairman,  other  fears  and  objec- 
tions in  relation  to  this  measure.  The  officers  to 
have  charge  of  your  money  will  be  the  creatures  of 
the  executive,  holding  their  offices  at  his  pleasure, 
and  responsible  directly  to  him.  We  all  know, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  that  money  has  become  a powerful 
agent  in  our  political  contests,  and  especially  in 
the  large  cities.  Let  me  suppose  a violent  party 
contest  for  the  presidential  office,  and  the  man  un- 
der whom  these  treasurers  hold  their  offices  a can- 
didate: can  you  believe  that  they  will  resist  the  ap- 
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peals  of  the  friends  of  power,  to  use  the  public 
money  to  ensure  the  election  of  their  favorite 
candidate?  I cannot,  said  Mr.  Pope,  think  of  a 
scheme  more  likely  to  he  fatal  to  the  purify' of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  the  public  liberty,  than  the  one  on 
your  table.  I deem  it,  said  he,  a most  sacred  duty 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  place  the 
money  drawn  by  their  authority  from  their  consti- 
tuents in  safe  hands,  and  not  where  it  will  be  in 
danger  of  being  wasted  and  plundered.  The  guar- 
dianship and  care  of  the  public  treasure  belongs  to 
congress,  and  not  to  the  executive.  Acting  upon 
this  principle,  and  in  accordance  with  the  genius 
of  our  free  institutions,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  in 
convention,  provided  that  the  treasurer  of  the  state, 
who  was  to  be  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public 
money,  should  be  elected  by  the  legislature,  while 
the  appointment  of  all  other  officers  was  confided  to 
the  governor  and  senate. 

This  measure  seems  designed  to  substitute  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency  for  the  specie  and  pa- 
per currency,  that  is,  paper  convertible  into  specie, 
to  which  the  people  have  been  accustomed  for  half 
a centdry.  During  forty  years  out  of  forty-eight  of 
our  political  existence  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion, we  have  had  a currency  consisting  chiefly  of 
silver  money  and  bank  money,  that  is,  bank  notes 
convertible  into  specie;  for  such  paper  has  been  con- 
sidered and  called  money  from  the  commencement 
of  the  banking  system  in  Europe.  That  notes  at 
all  times  convertible  into  specie,  such  as  issued  by 
the  banks  of  the  United  States,  have  been  deemed 
by  the  people  money,  and  paid  and  received  as 
such  by  all  classes  in  this  nation,  is  a fact  of  uni- 
versal notoriety.  And  why  we  should,  after  this 
long  practice  and  experience,  revolutionize  our 
whole  monetary  system,  and  run  counter  to  the 
fixed  habits  and  prejudices  of  the  people,  I am, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  utterly  at  a loss  to  imagine.  Are 
gentlemen  prepared  to  injure  the  bestinterests  of  the 
people  and  endanger  our  domestic  tranquillity  mere- 
ly to  preserve  their  consistency  in  error?  Would 
it  not  be  more  wise,  manly,  and  patriotic,  regard- 
less of  all  party  considerations  and  past  opinions,  to 
sacrifice  party  opinions  and  a srelfish  policy  on  the 
altar  of  their  country’s  good?  Let  us,  said  he,  now 
look  at  our  condition.  According  tc  the  last  esti- 
mates with  which  we  have  been  furnished,  there  is 
now  in  the  United  States  from  sixty  to  eighty  mil- 
lions of  gold  and  silver,  twice  as  much  as  we  ever 
had  before,  with  double  the  number  of  banks  we 
had  five  years  ago,  and  our  whole  land  abounding 
with  the  finest  crops  ever  before  witnessed;  and  yet, 
strano-e  to  tell,  owing  to  the  instability  in  the  public 
councils,  and  a disordered  currency,  confidence  and 
credit  are  destroyed,  and  distrust  and  painful  anx- 
iety pervades  this  great  community.  The  com- 
mercial action  of  the  nation  is  to  a great  extent 
suspended;  a large  number  of  our  vessels  and 
steamboats  are  laid  up  and  idle;  and  a large  portion 
of  the  laboring  classes  thrown  out  of  employment. 

The  wisest  statesmen  and  purest  patriots  of  this 
nation,  have  abandoned  long  established  opinions 
and  prejudices  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  expe- 
rience and  the  exigencies  of  theircountry,  and  why 
cannot  we  do  likewise  to  redeem  this  people  from 
the  embarrassments,  dangers  and  difficulties  which 
surround  them?  In  this  age  and  governmsnt  of  ex- 
periment, we  ought  not,  said  he,  to  be  surprised  at 
change  of  opinion  in  the  wisest  men.  The  most 
enlightened  statesmen  ever  selected  to  preside  over 
the  affairs  of  nations  have  been  often  mistaken:  they 
have  only  seen  through  a glass  darkly  the  conse- 
quences of  their  measures.  God  has  given  to  the 
mental  vision  of  mortals  but  an  imperfect  and  limit- 
ed view  of  the  future.  I must  here  be  permitted, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  to  repeat  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giles, 
of  Virginia,  a most  distinguished  parliamentary  de- 
bater on  the  floor  of  the  senate,  when  charged  with 
inconsistency.  In  his  defence,  he  observed  that 
he  should  have  lived  to  little  purpose,  if  he  had  not 
learnt  by  experience  to  correct  his  errors;  but,  said 
he,  I have  another  very  sufficient  answer  to  give  to 
the  charge— I am  consistent  in  this,  said  Mr.  Giles, 
that  I consider  it  my  duty,  at  all  times  to  my  coun- 
try to  do  what  is  best  for  that  country  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  T am  placed.  In  a review, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  of  our  political  history,  for  the  last 
forty  years,  it  will  be  found  that  there  has  been  fre- 
quent and  great  changes  of  opinion  on  the  most  im- 
portant subjects.  At  one  time  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  south  and  west  were  opposed  to  a 
navy;  but  experience  has  corrected  their  error. 
Many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  have  changed 
their  opinions  on  the  question  of  a national  bank— 
Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe  among  others.  Thir- 
ty years  ago  the  people  of  the  eastern  states  were 
rather  opposed  to  the  manufacturing  policy,  the 
south  and  west  for  it;  and  now  the  east  for  it,  and 
the  south  and  west,  or  a great  portion  ot  them 
against  it. 


Let  experience,  said  Mr.  Pope,  the  best  of  all 
teachers,  learn  us  to  act  wisely  in  relation  to  the 
existing  crisis  in  our  public  affairs.  Let  us  reason 
together  with  frankness,  and  in  a spirit  ot  patriot- 
ism, and  with  bosoms  animated  with  no  other  feel- 
ing than  the  public  good,  apply  such  remedies  to 
the  disorders  in  the  currency  which  experience 
has  proved  to  be  efficacious,  and  restore  once  more 
a healthy  action  to  the  body  politic.  Let  us,  said 
Mr.  Pope,  have  no  more  new,  untried  nostrums. 
The  brokers  and  shavers  are  now  reaping  a rich 
harvest  from  this  ruinous  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  the  loss  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  laboring 
and  industrious  classes  of  the  community.  The 
vacillating  and  unstable  policy  of  the  government 
has  shaken  the  confidence  of  moneyed  men,  who 
are  now  hoarding  their  treasures  because  they  are 
unable  to  calculate  the  results  and  consequences  of 
the  present  state  of  things,  afraid  to  lend  or  invest 
their  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  the  farmers 
of  the  west,  when  they  sell  their  stock  or  other 
products  of  their  industry,  want  that  sound,  good 
currency  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed; 
and  when  they  sent  agents  here  to  correct  existing 
evils,  they  did  not  expect  them  to  provide  good 
monev  for  themselves  only,  but  for  their  mas- 
ters—the  great  body  of  the  people.  This  bill  pro- 
vides that  no  money  shall  be  received  for  land,  or 
at  the  custom  houses,  but  gold  and  silver.  T wenty 
or  thirty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  are  to  be  drawn 
from  the  interior  every  year  into  the  land  offices, 
and  to  the  large  cities  on  the  seaboard,  wb  ere  it  is 
to  remain  until  paid  out  to  the  public  officers — 
to  the  navy,  army,  and  for  the  public  works;  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  slow  in  its  march  back  to  ths  inte- 
rior states  where  there  will  be  little  or  no  public 
expenditures.  How  the  state  banks  can  resume 
specie  payments,  or  maintain  specie  payments  un- 
der this  operation,  I must  leave,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
to  better  judges  to  decide.  From  five  to  ten  mil- 
lions must  be  generally  locked  up  i\i  the  govern- 
ment vaults,  and  withdrawn  from  circulation.  To 
reconcile  us  to  this  experiment,  we  are  tdd  that 
we  are  to  have  a hard  money  cons.titutioml  cur- 
rency. I will  not,  said  Mr.  Pope,  by  exploding 
paper  money  convertible  into  specie,  and  estiblisF- 
ing  an  exclusive  metallic  medium,  carry  this  nation 
back  to  a rude  and  half  civilized  r.ge,  before  com- 
merce, enterprize,  and  navigation  had  enligltened 
and  civilized  the  nations;  but  will  content  nyself 
with  the  facts  and  examples  furnished  by  the  most 
enlightened  and  powerful  people  of  moderntimes 
as  the  basis  of  my  opinion  and  reasoning  oi  this 
question.  On  a- territory  of  no  greater  extern  than 
Delaware  or  Rhode  Island,  or  the  city  of  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  a hard  money  medium  would  be 
practicable,  and  a paper  medium  could  be  dispensed 
with.  It  can  only  suit  a small  territory  where  the 
population  is  dense,  where  it  can  be  removed  from 
place  to  place  without  much  expense  or  hazard; 
but  in  this  extensive  country  it  must  be  evident,  on 
a moment’s  reflection,  that  convenience  and  neces- 
sity require  a paper  representative  of  specie.  Every 
traveller  through  this  vast  territory  with  a mode- 
rate amount  of  the  precious  metals  would  re  ex- 
posed to  hazard;  the  weight  of  his  trunk  or  addle- 
bags  would  give  notice  at  every  inn  at  which  he 
stopped  of  the  amount  of  his  treasure;  andwhen 
large  sums  are  to  be  transported  to  distant  jlaees, 
the” peril  and  expense  would  be  increased. 

I will  not,  said  Mr.  Pope,  by  my  vote  autiorize 
the  president  of  this  free  people  to  imitate  tie  ex- 
ample of  kings  and  emperors  a few  centuries  past, 
who  hoarded  up  at  the -capital  all  the  gold  aid  sil- 
ver they  could  extort  -or  filch  from  their  suljects, 
to  carry  on  wars  of  ambition  and  conquest.  Ndther 
my  pursuits  nor  reflections  have  led  me  to  erplore 
with  the  eye  of  a profound  financier,  the  moietary 
systems  of  the  comiuercial  world  in  all  theirrami- 
fications  and  effects.-'but  I believe  I may  ventire  to 
say,  that  neither  this  nor  any  other  people  car  long 
have  more  than  their  fair  proportion  of  the  god  and 
silver  of  the  commercial  nations.  If  we  shoild  be 
able  to  obtain  an  excess  so  as  to  produce  a pnssure 
in  other  countries,  that  excess  would  soon  leave  us 
and  return  to  places  where  it  would  be  wanted;  nor 
can  bolts  or  bar?  or  vaults,  embargoes,  prohibitions, 
pains  or  penaltiss,  arrest  the  current  established  by 
the  laws  of  trafie,  which  no  power  the  mnsl  des- 
potic had  ever  been  able  to  control.  The  currency 
of  Great  Britain:  and  France  consisted  of  gold  c lieffy 
and  paper,  wifi  this  difference,  that  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  propo'tion  of  paper  in  the  form  of  bark 
notes  to  gold  was  greater  than  in  France.  Wi  ll 
these  countriis  we  have  more  commerce  than  with 
any  others.  Our  currency  has  generally  coisisted 
of  silver  clitofly,  and  paper  in  the  form  ol  batik 
notes,  with  a greater  proportion  of  paper  tian  in 
either  G/^at  Britain  or  France;  and  the  specie 
i must  floe-  from  those  countries  to  this,  anc  iron 


this  back,  according  to  the  laws  of  trad  .e,  regardless 
of  any  laws  or  regulations  of  either. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  in  exploring  the 
causes  of  our  present  difficulties,  I shall  not  go 
back  to  the  removal  of  the  deposit.es,  but  content 
myself  with  the  recital  of  a few  fa  cts  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  There  is  no  doubt  t'.hat  the  extensive 
and  extravagant  speculations  in  the  public  lands, 
diverting  twenty  or  thirty  or  fovty  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  the  ordinary  channel?!  of  trade  and  busi- 
ness, may  have  had  some  inflcience.  The  unusual 
importation  of  gold  from  England  and  France  may 
have  produced  a pressure  for  specie  there,  which 
reacting  on  this  country  produced  a rapid  return  of 
it,  and  forced  the  banks,  'for  self  preservation,  to 
suspend  specie  payment?,.  In  this  conflict  and 
pressure  in  both  countries  cotton  fell,  merchants 
failed,  and  a shock  was  given  to  confidence,  credit, 
and  business;  and  owing  to  the  fall  of  cotton,  with 
other  causes,  a large  Valance  was  created  against 
us  in  favor  of  Europe.  In  this  state  of  things,  said 
Mr.  Pope,  the  government,  instead  of  denouncing 
the  state  banks,  and  threatening  to  crush  them  by 
destroying  their  credit  and  issuing  commissions  of 
bankruptcy,  should,  on  account  of  the  people,  if 
not  the  banks,  hive  exerted  all  their  power  and 
influence  to  sustain  their  credit,  and  confidence 
in  them  and  their  paper,  the  only  currency  among 
the  people. 

The  effort  made  to  carry  into  effect  at  this 
moment  the  Sari',  money  policy,  and  cast  off  the 
state  banks,  is  calculated  to  have  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences  on  the  community,  by  encour- 
aging creditors  to  refuse  to  take  the  local  currencies 
for  their  dfbts;  to  reduce  the  value  of  property,  and 
unjustly  change  the  relation  of  creditors  and  debtors. 
The  legislatures  of  the  states  may  be  driven  to  stop 
execution,  unless  the  creditors  will  take  paper,  as 
has  been  done  by  Virginia  at  her  last  session.  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  do  not  realize  the  dangerous  conse- 
quences to  result  from  the  disordered  condition  of 
the  money  system.  Derangement  of  the  currency, 
loss  of  confidence  and  ciedit,  is  the  hinge  upon 
which  many  revolutions  have  turned  in  civilized 
countries.  It  is  well  known  that  the  derangement 
of  the  finances,  and  destruction  of  public  and  pri- 
vate credit,  was  the  immediate  cause  of  that  revo- 
lution in  France  which  deluged  that  country  with 
blood.  At  an  early  day  an  insurrection  occurred  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts;  and  in  my  own  state,  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  after  we  had  cre- 
ated numerous  banks,  the  creditors  and  debtors  had 
a most  angry  conflict;  and  after  relief  laws,  judge 
breaking,  and  a temporary  war  upon  our  judiciary, 
the  people  of  that  state  were  brought  to  the  verge 
of  civil  war.  On  no.condition  of  the  state  ought 
we  v>  look  with  more  deep  concern  than  a disorder- 
ed state  of  the  monetary  system.  There  are  no 
duties  of  moip  paramount  obligation  on  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  than  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
granted  them  by  the  constitution  to  restore  a sound 
and  healthy  action  *o  that  currency  which  regulates 
the  transactions  ol  the  people.  To  preserve  union, 
establish  justice,  and  ensure  domentic  tranquillity  are 
among  the  leading  objects  of  the  itfferal  compact 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  another  unmean- 
ing and  complex  notion  is  to  be  pre-.ented  to  the 
nation  to  reconcile  them  to  this  new  ant  dangerous 
project.  They  are  to  be  amused  with  the  cant 
phrase,  that  government  ought  to  be  divorced  from 
the  banks,  and  the  people  who  have  based  at  their 
transactions  on  the  local  banks  and  the  cumnCy 
furnished  by  them,  are  to  be  abandoned  to  shift  'or 
themselves,  under  the  denunciation  and  slander 
of  the  government,  that  same  government  that 
brought  many  of  these  banks  into  existence,  and 
assured  the  people  they  were  to  be  confided  in,  and 
that  they  would  furnish  a better  currency  and  do 
the  business  of  exchange  on  better  terms,  or  as 
good,  and  more  extensively  than  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  ever  had.  And  this  language  was  held 
by  the  administration  up  to  the  4th  of  March  last, 
when  the  late  president,  in  his  farewell  address,  only 
about  eight  weeks  before  the  banks  all  suspended 
specie  payments,  from  causes  to  which  I have  brief- 
ly adverted,  announced  to  the  nation  that  all  was 
well  in  regard  to  our  banks  and  currency.  If  those 
placed  by  the  people  of  this  country  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs,  for  their  supposed  wisdom  and  pa- 
triotism, could  not  foresee  the  fatal  catastrophe 
which  was  to  occur  in  so  short  a time,  how  can 
they  criminate  with  such  wanton  and  unfeeling 
cruelty,  the  conduct  of  the  banks  which  had  fol- 
lowed their  counsels?  For,  sir,  I have  now  before 
me  the  letter  of  secretary  Taney,  to  the  deposite 
banks,  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in  which 
he  exhorts  the  state  banks  to  expand  their  issues, 
and  to  be  liberal  in  their  accommodations  to  the 
community.  No  sooner,  however,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
had  the  shock  been  felt  by  the  banks,  and  their 
doors  closed,  than  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
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tion  became  alarmed  lest  censure  and  reproach 
should  Call  on  the  administration,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war  on  the  banks,  in  order  to  make  them 
the  scape-goats  to  bear  oil  the  sins  and  blunders  of 
the  administration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Pope,  how  many  of  the  deposite 
banks  are  insolvent,  and  how  much  is  the  govern- 
ment likely  to  lose  by  them?  I should  like  to  have 
a candid  answer  to  this  question.  I am  sure,  said 
he,  that  I have  not  been  informed.  If  any  are  like- 
ly to  prove  insolvent,  they  ought  to  be  designated. 
On  the  contrary,  we  are  informed  by  the  secretary 
that  the  public  money  placed  in  them  will  be  ulti- 
mately safe.  Their  whole  crime,  then,  consists  in 
having  expanded  their  issues  in  conformity  to  the 
advice  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  ap- 
probation of  the  government,  and  under  an  unex- 
pected revulsion  in  trade,  and  a pressure  for  specie 
which  the  wisest  men  among  us  did  not  foresee, 
suspended  specie  payments.  In  this  hour  of  diffi- 
culty and  alarm,  Mr.  Pope  said  he  would  ask  ol 
every  candid  man  whether  the  government,  after 
having  nationalized  these  banks  and  their  paper, 
were  not  bound  in  gratitude  to  their  bank  friends 
and  the  people  to  put  forth  all  their  strength  and 
constitutional  power  to  aid  and  sustain  their  credit, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  their  paper. 
Mr.  Pope  said  he  had  not  much  sympathy  for 
those  banks  which  accepted  the  deposites  at  the 
time  of  their  removal  from  the  United  States  bank, 
because  they  had  been  hired  and  seduced  to  em- 
bark their  influence  in  a crusade  against  the  national 
bank,  which  they  will  find,  and  ought  to  have 
known  long  since,  is  the  best  regulator  of  our  pa- 
per system,  and  the  great  conservator  of  the  sound 
state  banks  of  the  nation.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  governmment,  the  national  bank  and 
state  banks  had  lived  in  harmony  and  worked  to- 
gether for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  this  rising  na- 
tion. By  their  joint  efforts  spurious  and  fictitious 
banks  had  been  kepi  under,  and  during  the  exist- 
ence of  a national  and  good  state  banks,  the  people 
had  been  secure  against  a vicious  national  or  local 
currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I was  as  jealous  of  men  in  power 
as  a political  man  ought  to  be  in  this  free  govern- 
ment, said  Mr.  Pope,  I should  incline  to  believe 
that  the  plan  has  been  long  and  deeply  laid  to  destroy 
the  present  banking  system  of  the  nation,  national 
and  local,  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  up  on  its  ruins, 
a great  government  bank,  to  be  wielded  by  those  in 
power.  Yes,  sir,  to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  not  only  the  sword,  but  the  great  money 
power  of  this  nation.  The  first  bank  to  he  destroy- 
ed was  that  of  the  United  States,  and  that  accom- 
plished, the  next  to  be  sacrificed  were  state  banks; 
and  it  might  have  been  supj*>sed,  from  what  occur- 
red in  181-1  and  1815,  that  they  would  fall  an  easy 
prey  from  similar  causes;  and  then  a government 
bank  would  seem  to  be  a necessary  result  of  the 
destruction  of  all  others;  for,  sir,  it  has  never  been 
imagined  by  the  enlightened  men  of  this  country 
that  the  fiscal  and  commercial  business  of  the  Uni- 
led  States  could  be  carried  on  over  our  extended 
territory,  by  an  exclusive  metallic  medium.  Until 
lately  I was  utterly  at  a loss  to  conjecture  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  the  friends  of  the  administration 
to  oppose  with  such  zeal  and  violence  of  denuncia- 
tion, the  charter  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  and  what  is 
most  extraordinary  is,  that  a distinguished  citizen 
of  Pennsylvania,  now  on  a foreign  mission,  should 
have  so  lately  advocated,  in  the  public  prints,  the 
revolutionary  course  of  annulling  in  a conven- 
tion, the  solemn  charters  granted  by  that  state. 
That  bank  had  ceased  to  exist  as  a national  institu- 
tion; and  why  there  should  have  been  such  hostility 
to  its  incorporation  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
could  not  divine,  said  Mr.  Pope,  until  this  sub- 
treasury scheme  was  announced  in  the  late  message 
of  the  President.  It  is  possible,  said  he,  that  it  was 
apprehended  that  a state  bank  of  such  magnitude 
under  state  authority  might  present  some  obstacle 
to  the  great  destroyer  of  banks,  and  embarrass  the 
scheme  under  consideration,  designed,  if  I am  not 
greatly  deceived,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a great 
treasury  bank. 

In  looking  at  the  past  and  present  course  of 
things,  I am  led  back,  said  Mr.  Pope,  to  the  dis- 
cussions, in  the  Virginia  convention,  of  this  consti- 
tution, between  Patrick  Henry,  the  first  orator  of 
ancient  or  modern  times,  and  one  that  looked 
through  the  deeds  of  men,  and  the  late  Mr.  Madi- 
sion,  among  the  most  virtuous  and  enlightened 
statesmen  in  America.  Mr.  Madison  could  not  be- 
lieve that  any  president  would  remove  a good  offi- 
cer without  reasonable  cause,  and  supposed  that  the 
powers  of  government  were  so  arranged  and  divided 
that  there  could  be  no  undue  or  dangerous  accu- 
mulation in  any  department.  Mr.  Henry,  with 
prophetic  vision,  at  the  same  time  that  he  bestowed 


a merited  eulogiuin  on  the  virtues  and  intelligence 
of  Mr.  Madison,  said  in  emphatic  terms,  that  un- 
fortunately for  himself,  and  unfortunately  for  his 
country,  he  had  been  bred  up  in  the  dark  closets  of 
study,  and  knew  nothing  of  mankind.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  Henry,  whatever  others  may  think,  however 
they  may  admire  this  constitution,  to  me  it  has  an 
awful  squinting  towards  monarchy.  Mr.  Henry  had 
studied  human  nature  thoroughly,  and  explored, 
with  an  eye  of  a wary  statesman,  all  the  secret 
springs  of  human  actions,  and  foresaw,  or  thought 
he  foresaw  a strong  tendency  in  this  government 
to  concentrate  too  much  strength  in  the  executive 
head,  and  predicted  that  at  no  distant  day  he  would 
be  more  absolute  in  fact,  if  not  in  form,  than  any 
monarch  on  the  British  throne  since  the  revolution 
of  16S8.  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  from  what 
I have  observed  within  a few  years  past,  I fear  Mr. 
Henry’s  predictions  will  be  fulfilled,  unless  every 
man  who  thinks  this  free  system  is  worth  preserving, 
will  stand  forth  and  contribute  his  mite  to  check  this 
tendency  to  prostrate  all  other  departments  at  the 
feet  of  the  executive. 

I know,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  many  gentlemen 
calculate  that  this  cant  phrase  of  divorce  govern- 
ment from  banks,  is  to  carry  them  triumphantly 
through  the  pending  struggle;  but  if  they  mount  this 
petty,  poor  hobby,  they  will  soon  find  themselves 
cast  into  insignificance.  They  rely  too  much  on 
the  credulity  of  the  people,  and  underrate  their  in- 
telligence. In  prosperous  times,  when  they  feel, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  no  distress  or  suffering  from  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  they  cannot  be 
easily  roused  to  resist  error;  but  in  times  like  the 
present,  gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  the  whole 
intellect  and  energy  of  the  people  will  be  brought 
into  action  to  vindicate  their  rights  and  interests. 

The  respect  I have,  said  Mr.  Pope,  1'or  many  gen- 
tlemen who  talk  about  a divorce  of  the  government 
from  all  banks,  induces  me  to  examine  more  grave- 
ly than  might  seem  to  be  necessary  or  proper,  the 
nature  and  character  of  this  divorce.  The  parties 
to  be  divorced  are  the  government  on  the  one  part 
and  the  banks,  and  I would  add,  said  Mr.  Pope,  the 
people,  on  the  other  part.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
government,  the  party  of  the  first  part?  It  is,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  I understand  the  matter,  the  states 
and  people  acting  here  in  all  the  departments  by 
agents;  this  is  a government  of  the  people  and 
states,  who  are  at  present  acting  by  selected  agents, 
in  one  branch,  the  states  acting  by  agents  selected  by 
them  in  their  corporate  capacity.  Now,  sir,  what 
are  the  banks  of  the  states,  but  money  corporations, 
created  by  the  states,  furnishing  bank  money  or  cur- 
rency for  the  people  of  the  states,  and  solemnly 
made  by  this  government  money  agents  of  the 
United  States,  and  furnishing,  with  the  sanction  of 
this  government,  bank  money  i'or  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States.  The  stock  of  some 
banks  is  owned  exclusively  by  the  states;  in  some 
the  stock  is  owned  in  part  by  the  states  and  in  part 
by  the  people;  in  others  the  whole  is  owned  entirely 
by  citizens.  This  divorce,  then,  if  I can,  said  Mr. 
Pope,  comprehend  the  true  character  of  it,  is  a sep- 
aration of  the  states,  banks  and  people,  from  the 
states,  banks  and  people.  There  is  something  so 
obscure  and  preposterous  in  the  proposition  advanc- 
ed, that  the  government  of  the  nation  ought  to  sever 
itself  from  the  states  and  people,  and  leave  the  peo- 
ple to  struggle  with  a ruinous  currency  without  an 
effort  to  correct  the  evil,  that  I am  at  a loss  for  ar- 
gument to  combat  such  an  incomprehensible,  idle 
phantom.  Am  I to  understand  gentlemen, said  Mr. 
Pope,  that  the  existing  currencies  in  the  nation,  prac- 
tically the  money  of  the  people,  long  the  standard 
arid  measure  of  value  among  them,  the  basis  of  all 
their  contracts  and  transactions,  is  to  be  left  in 
chaotic  disorder  and  confusion  without  an  effort  on 
our  part  to  apply  a corrective,  and  that  we,  the  agents 
of  the  people,  are  merely  to  provide  good  money 
for  ourselves  and  public  officers — that  we,  a select 
few  only,  are  to  be  taken  care  of? 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  reflect,  said  Mr.  Pope,  like 
faithful  representatives  and  guardians  of  the  public 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  act  effectively  in 
obedience  to  the  dictates  of  duty  and  patriotism. 
Let  us  exert  all  the  powers  granted  by  the  consti- 
tution to  redeem  our  country  from  the  evils  and 
dangers  which  surround  it.  It  is  proper  to  exam- 
ine, said  Mr.  Pope,  the  powers  of  this  government 
in  relation  to  commerce,  and  money  or  currency. 
By  the  constitution,  power  is  expressly  granted  to 
congress  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of, and  to  fix  a uniform  standard  of  weights  and 
measures.  To  congress  power  is  expressly  granted 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  be- 
tween the  several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
that  money  and  currency  is  intimately  associated 
with  commerce,  and  has  been  so  in  all  times  and  in 
all  well  regulated  commercial  nations,  I need  not, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  adduce  facts  or  arguments  to  prove. 


Money  and  currency  have  ever  been  considered  the 
life  and  soul  of  commerce;  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Hume,  it  is  the  oil  which  renders  the  wheels  of 
trade  smooth  and  easy,  and  he  considers  the  tho- 
rough concoction  and  circulation  of  money  through 
a state,  of  much  importance. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  convention 
assembled,  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  granting  to  congress  full  power  over  the 
subjects  of  commerce,  external  and  internal,  and 
currency;  and  to  make  their  intention  more  mani- 
fest, they  denied  to  the  states  the  power  of  coining 
money  or  emitting  bills  of  credit.  The  evil  which 
had  been  experienced  from  the  power  of  the  states 
to  coin  money  or  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  the  dan- 
ger and  inconvenience  of  permitting  the  states  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or  with 
each  other,  induced  the  convention  to  vest  congress 
with  plenary  and  exclusive  sovereignty  over  these 
subjects;  and  I put  it  to  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  Pope, 
to  answer  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  this 
government  in  relation  to  currency  and  commerce, 
are  not  as  ample  and  imperative  under  the  limita- 
tions of  the  constitution,  as  can  be  imposed  on  any 
other  government.  The  states  and  people  of  the 
states,  have  not  reserved  any  control  or  sovereignty 
over  these  subjects,  but  have  surrendered  tnern 
to  congress. 

The  people  of  these  states,  by  their  relation  to 
this  government,  are  bound,  by  their  money  and 
their  arms,  to  stand  by  and  support  it  in  good  and 
evil  times,  and  have  a right  to  demand  the  exercise 
of  all  the  power  and  means  within  the  sphere  of 
their  authority,  to  give  them  a good  currency,  a fair 
measure  of  value  to  ensure  a just  relation  between 
creditor  and  debtor,  and  preserve  a healthy  action 
in  the  external  and  internal  commerce  of  the  country. 
Nor  can  the  government  refuse  or  neglect  to  per- 
form these  duties  to  the  extent  of  their  power  and 
means,  without  a criminal  violation  of  their  highest 
duties  and  obligations.  If  those  placed  in  author- 
ity are  too  elevated  to  feel  for  the  distresses  of 
the  people,  or  not  wise  enough  to  perceive  the  reme- 
dies necessary  and  properto  cure  existingdisorders; 
are  so  tight  laced  with  commitment  and  consisten- 
cies as  to  be  unable  to  act  the  part  demanded  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  voice  of  a dis- 
turbed nation;  let  them  retire  from  the  post  assign- 
ed them,  and  give  place  to  wiser  and  better  men, 
who  have  not  sought  the  post  of  honor  at  the  ex- 
pense of  principle  and  the  public  good;  will  not  be 
committed  against  measures  essential  to  mantain 
credit  and  confidence,  and  protect  the  great  springs 
of  the  public  prosperty.  IIow  different  is  the  lan- 
guage held  by  the  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
this  country,  said  Mr.  Pope,  from  that  held  by  the 
administration  of  Great  Britain  and  the  wbigs  of 
that  country.  In  the  year  ]793,  when  the  people  of 
that  country  were  overwhelmed  with  difficulties 
and  embarrassments,  and  the  commercial  credit 
was  in  danger,  the  government  stepped  forward 
with  a kind  and  aiding  hand,  and  arrested  the  ruin 
and  desolation  which  seemed  to  be  impending. 

In  1797,  when  the  bank  of  England  suspended 
specie  payment,  and  a panic  seized  the  nation,  the 
prime  minister  of  England,  instead  of  denouncing 
the  bank  and  ordering  a commission  of  bankruptcy 
against  her,  had  a committee  raised  to  examine  her 
affairs,  who  reported  after  a full  examination  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  that  the  means  were  ample  to 
meet  her  engagements,  and  that  she  was  sound  and 
solvent;  that  the  suspension  was  forced  on  the  bank 
by  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  the  coun- 
try and  the  dangers  which  menaced  it. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  this  govern- 
ment had  taken  the  same  course,  had  an  invertiga- 
tion  made  into  the  condition  of  our  banks,  and  a re- 
port of  the  same  character,  so  far  as  merited,  made 
to  the  nation,  with  assurance  that  the  government 
would  aid  them  with  its  credit  and  countenance  to 
resume  specie  payments,  they  would  have  main- 
tained with  the  people  confidence  in  our  institu- 
tions, so  important  in  this  hour  of  alarm  and  dis- 
trust; and  if  the  president,  in  his  message,  instead 
of  denouncing  a national  bank,  had  declared,  like 
president  Madison,  that  the  state  bank  experiment 
w’ould  not  answer  without  a national  bank,  and  re- 
commended the  measure  to  the  consideration  of 
congress;  if  he  bad  hurled  from  him  the  hobby  by 
which  he  rode  into  power,  and  dismounted  his  fol- 
lowers arid  admitted  his  error,  with  that  magna- 
nimity which  becomes  the  chief  magistrate  of  a 
nation,  he  would  have  gained  a crown  of  public 
approbation,  worth  all  the  treasury  note  bills  and 
sub-treasury  schemes,  which  his  ingenuity  can  in- 
vent in  the  four  years  for  which  he  was  elected. 
In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I have  advanced, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  of  the  duty  of  this  government  to  give 
the  people  a good  currency  and  guard  against  a 
ruinous  and  unstable  one,  let  me  call  your  attention 
to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  wbigs  of  Eng- 
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land,  such  as  Charles  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  others, 
whose  lives  were  devoted  to  sustain  the  rights  of 
the  people  against  the  usurpations  of  the  crown. 

In  a protest  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  house 
of  lords  in  the  year  1797,  during  the  war  between 
England  and  France,  they  hold  and  maintain  the 
following  language  and  opinions.  The  whigs  in- 
sist in  that  protest,  that  “the  advisers  of  the  crown 
are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  state;  re- 
reponsible  for  its  internal  peace  and  general  good 
government;  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce, 
its  credit,  and  the  various  sources  of  its  prosperity 
and  wealth.”  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope, 

I concur  with  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  other  whigs  of 
England,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  power  and  privileges  of  parliament 
against  the  encroachments  and  usurpations  of  the 
crown,  that  those  charged  with  the  administration 
of  this  or  any  other  government  are  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  the  state  and  for  the  protec- 
tion of  its  commerce  and  credit,  and  that  no  ad- 
ministration can  evade  that  responsibility  with 
honor  or  a regard  to  public  duty.  According  to 
the  express  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and 
the  fundamental  law  inherent  in  every  political 
association,  those  placed  in  authority  are  under 
the  most  imperious  and  sacred  obligations  to  per- 
form the  duties  to  which  he  had  adverted.  It  is 
true,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  technically  and  strictly 
speaking,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  can  be  forced 
on  a creditor;  but  we  know  also,  that  in  practice 
whatever  medium  may  by  law  or  general  consent 
be  generally  received  in  exchange  for  property  or 
commodities,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  is  and  must 
be  the  circulating  medium  and  currency  of  such 
country,  and  will  regulate  the  performance  of  con- 
tracts, if  another  medium  be  not  specially  provided 
for;  and  hence  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  sover- 
eign power  to  guard  against  the  depreciation  and 
fluctuations  of  currency,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  se- 
cure society  against  violent  struggles  between 
debtor  and  creditor,  the  necessary  consequence  of  a 
spurious,  uncertain  standard  of  value.  For  forty 
years  out  of  forty-eight  of  our  national  existence,  our 
government,  by  the  use  of  national  banks,  has  se- 
cured the  country  against  these  evils.  It  seems  to  be 
fashionable  now,  said  Mr.  Pope,  to  denounce  the 
banking  and  credit  system,  and  extol  the  hard  mo- 
ney plan.  The  policy  and  expediency  of  banks  he 
did  not  consider  at  this  day  a debatable  question. 
They  are  liable,  like  all  good  institutions,  to  abuses; 
but  the  system  here,  while  we  had  a national  bank, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  attained  as  much  perfection  as  in 
any  other  country  where  they  had  been  used. 
Banks  have  been  introduced  in  the  most  enlighten- 
ed countries  of  Europe,  the  offspring  of  commerce 
and  wealth  in  commercial  nations.  The  experi- 
ence of  ages  has  established  their  utility,  and  it 
would  be  strange  for  us  at  this  day  to  run  counter 
to  the  long  usage  and  testimony  of  the  whole  com- 
mercial world.  We  have  had  them  in  this  country, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  for  more  than  half  a century.  Few 
men  are  willing  to  keep  in  their  private  coffers  a 
large  amount  of  money:  the  fact  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceal from  those  about  them.  A man  cannot  be  al- 
ways at  home  to  guard  his  treasure,  and  is  exposed 
to  robbery  and  murder;  hence  men  are  generally 
disposed  to  deposite  their  funds  on  hand  in  some 
place  of  safety,  and  banks  of  good  and  solvent 
character  and  having  general  confidence,  are  se- 
lected by  prudent  men  to  take  care  of  them;  arid 
these  deposites,  said  Mr.  Pope,  are  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  because  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try, instead  of  being  hoarded,  is  secured  by  the 
owners  from  fire  and  robbery,  and  placed  in  good 
banks  and  put  in  circulation  by  the  banks  to  aid  the 
enterprise,  industry,  and  business  of  the  people. 
But  to  secure  these  advantages,  and  augment  in  this 
way  the  active  capital  of  the  community,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  banks  should  be  sound  and  have 
the  firm  confidence  of  the  people. 

Banks,  in  their  origin  in  Europe,  were  places  of 
deposite  and  of  inspection  for  money,  to  prevent 
clipping  or  debasing  the  coin.  The  checks  of  the 
depositors  passed  from  hand  to  hand  as  money,  and 
being  convertible  at  all  times  into  specie,  this  spe- 
cies of  transfer  was  called  bank  money;  so  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  England  and  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  while  convertible  into  specie, 
may  be  properly  denominated  bank  money.  To 
give  to  paper  in  the  form  of  bank  notes  the  charac- 
ter of  money,  it  is  necessary  so  to  organize  and 
regulate  our  banking  system  as  to  secure  to  the 
holder  of  a note  the  power  of  converting  it  into 
gold  and  silver  at  all  times;  and  this  we  have  never 
been  able  to  do  uniformly,  but  by  the  agency  of  a 
national  institution.  The  banking  and  paper  credit 
of  Great  Britain  has  been  carried  to  a greater  ex- 
tent than  that  of  any  nation  in  Europe;  and  under 
its  operation  and  influence  she  has  become  the  first 
commercial  and  naval  power  in  the  world.  When 


Bonaparte,  said  Mr.  Pope,  was  preparing  to  invade 
England  with  a million  of  soldiers,  the  timid  part 
of  the  nation  became  alarmed,  and  made  a run 
upon  the  bank  in  order  to  prepare  for  flight  from 
the  kingdom  in  the  event  of  Bonaparte’s  success; 
and  this,  with  other  causes,  forced  a suspension  of 
specie  payments;  and  yet  England,  with  this  sus- 
pension, maintained  a war  against  nearly  all  Europe 
for  more  than  twenty  years — triumphed  over  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  two  deci- 
sive victories  at  Trafalgar  and  the  Nile,  and  carried 
her  power  and  domination  to  regions  where  the 
Roman  eagles  never  flew  when  mistress  of  the 
world;  and  there  would  seem  to  be  no  limit  to  her 
domination,  but  for  the  rising  greatness  of  this  re- 
public. 

It  was,  said  Mr.  Pope,  the  Anglo-Saxon  spirit  of 
this  people  that  gave  us  independence;  and  this  na- 
tion, if  united,  will,  at  no  distant  period,  rival  Great 
Britain  in  commerce,  and  check  her  supreme  do- 
minion on  the  ocean. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  has  been 
the  effect  of  the  banking  system  and  paper  credit 
in  this  country?  It  commenced  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  has  expanded  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  and,  in  less  than  half  a century,  under  our 
present  constitution,  we  have  risen  from  a small  be- 
ginning to  be  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the 
civilized  world.  Our  navigation  has  increased;  our 
country  has  improved,  with  astonishing  rapidity,  in 
wealth,  and  internal  improvements  of  every  kind; 
our  population  has  expanded  to  the  far  west  where 
the  wilderness  has  been  made  to  blossom  like  the 
rose  under  the  operation  and  influence  of  this  bank- 
ing system  so  much  denounced  of  late. 

Banks  are  useful  not  only  in  aiding  the  general 
operations  of  commerce,  but  they  place  the  poor 
and  wealthy  on  more  equal  ground.  Young  men 
of  enterprise,  industry,  and  good  habits,  can  gene- 
rally, with  the  aid  of  friends,  obtain  loans  on  mode- 
rate interest,  to  embark  in  trade  and  business;  and 
thousands,  said  Mr.  Pope,  of  enterprising  young 
men  without  capital,  with  a little  credit,  have  risen 
from  poverty  to  opulence.  I know,  too,  said  he, 
that  the  branches  of  the  United  States  bank  estab- 
lished in  Kentucky,  after  all  other  banks  were 
wound  up  there,  diffused  their  loans  and  accommo- 
dations to  the'people  of  my  state  as  fairly  and  use- 
fully, and,  indeed,  more  so  than  any  other  bank 
ever  did,  and  without  interfering  in  our  party  con- 
tests. I believe,  said  Mr.  Pope,  no  institutions 
were  ever  less  liable  to  such  an  imputation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  now  to  say  to  my  friends 
from  Virginia,  who  oppose  this  bill,  and  insist  that 
the  state  banks  shall  be  continued  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  that  while  I do  not  believe  that 
this  government  ought  to  depend  on  the  agency  of 
banks  under  state  authority,  I will  vote  with  them 
to  make  general  and  special  deposites  in  those 
banks  in  preference  to  the  bill  under  debate;  and  I 
hope,  said  Mr.  Pope,  if  the  amendment  proposed  in 
favor  of  state  banks  should  be  rejected,  that  my 
friends  from  Virginia  will  unite  with  me  for  a bank 
of  the  United  States.  They  will  answer  me  pro- 
bably, said  Mr.  Pope,  that  they  cannot  do  this,  be- 
cause it  is  forbidden  by  the  constitutional  doctrines 
of  Virginia,  which,  he  must  confess,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  understand,  although  born  in  Virginia, 
often  an  actor  on  the  political  theatre,  and  a suppor- 
ter of  three  Virginia  presidents — Jefferson,  Madi- 
son and  Monroe.  If,  said  Mr.  Pope,  these  distin- 
guished men  are  to  be  considered  the  elders  of  the 
Virginia  political  church,  with  the  addition  of  the 
late  Mr.  Crawford,  born  in  Virginia,  and  supported 
for  the  presidency  by  that  state,  we  shall  be  still 
more  at  a loss  to  understand  what  is  meant  bv  the 
Virginia  doctrines;  and  we  shall  probably  find 
them  like  the  doctrines  of  most  other  states — one 
rule  of  faith  in  theory,  and  another  in  practice. 

It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  the  Virginia 
statesmen  of  the  Jefferson  or  republican  school  were 
opposed  to  the  exercise  of  implied  or  constructive 
powers,  or  at  least  that  they  are  more  strict  con- 
structionists than  others;  that  they  are  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  powers  not  expressly  granted:  and 
so  am  I,  Mr.  Chairman.  If  there  is  any  plain  line 
of  demarkation  between  the  opinions  of  Virginia 
politicians  and  others  in  regard  to  the  powers  of 
this  government,  I have  never  been  able  to  dis- 
cover it. 

It  is  true  that  parties  have  differed  about  the 
power  to  pass  particular  measures;  but  there  is  no 
general  rule  of  construction  on  which  the  statesmen 
of  this  country  have  differed,  at  least  in  practice. 
Those  in  opposition  have  under  every  administra- 
tion assailed  the  constitutionality  of  measures  adopt- 
ed by  those  in  power;  and  those  in  power  have  uni- 
formly exercised  all  the  powers  in  their  opinion 
necessary  and  proper  to  sustain  their  policy  and 
accomplish  their  objects.  If  politicians  of  the  Vir- 
ginia school  have  in  practice  observed  a more  strict 


construction  of  the  constitution  than  others,  I have 
in  vain,  said  Mr.  Pope,  looked  l'or  evidence  of  the 
fact.  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, united  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  its 
incorporation  into  the  United  States,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  was  controverted  by  the  states- 
men ot  the  eastern  states;  and  the  correctness  of 
their  constitutional  objections  were  admitted  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  himself;  but  he  justified  the  acton  the 
ground  of  necessity.  He  considered  the  acquisi- 
tion necessary,  to  secure  to  the  west  a free  outlet 
to  the  ocean,  and  to  preserve  the  union.  After 
this,  a law  passed  congress  to  establish  a branch  of 
the  United  Stated  bank  at  New  Orleans,  which  the 
bink  had  no  right  to  do  under  her  charter;  and 
therefore,  that  act  must  be  considered  in  the  nature 
of  an  original  proposition;  and  it  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  president  of  the  United 
States;  and  other  laws  were,  I believe,  passed  dur- 
ing his  administration,  to  protect  this  unconstitu- 
tional monster. 

Mr.  Pope  said  that  among  the  firstactsfor  which 
he  ever  voted  in  congress,  was  the  embargo  recom- 
mended by  president  Jefferson,  in  the  winter  of 
1807,  for  which  there  is  no  express  grant  of  power 
in  the  constitution,  unless  embraced  by  the  clause 
authorizing  congress  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  granted,  kc.; 
or  the  power  may  be  implied  as  incidental  to  the 
powers  to  declare  war  arid  regulate  commerce. 
The  public  men  from  the  eastern  states,  or  many  of 
them,  contended  that  under  a power  to  regulate 
commerce,  congress  had  no  power  to  destroy  com- 
merce. The  law’,  without  limitation  as  to  time, 
declared  that  no  ship  or  vessel  should  depart  from 
any  port  or  place  in  the  United  States,  for  any  for- 
eign country:  certanly  one  ol'the  strongest  measures 
ever  hazarded  by  any  government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  I do  not  intend  to 
be  understood  as  questioning  t he  constitutionality 
of  the  embargo  law.  At  an  early  period  of  this 
government,  1 think,  said  Mr.  Pope,  the  Virginia 
statesmen  supported  the  constitutionality  and  expe- 
diency of  protecting  and  encouraging  American 
navigation,  by  imposing  discriminating  duties  on 
foreign  vessels;  and  until  lately  they  admitted  the 
power  of  congress  to  pass  a protecting  tariff.  In 
the  year  1781,  the  continental  congress,  composed 
of  the  most  godlike  men  for  wisdom  and  elevated 
patriotism  ever  assembled  under  the  sun,  passed  the 
first  national  bank,  called  the  hank  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, ten  states  voting  for  it,  of  which  Virginia  was 
one,  and  three  against  it.  Mter  the  next  bank,  first 
under  this  constitution,  had  passed  both  houses  of 
congress  and  been  presented  to  president  Wash- 
ington for  his  signature#  in  consequence  of  some  op- 
position to  it  in  congress  on  constitutional  grounds, 
general  Washington,  with  that  caution  and  prudent 
circumspection  which  characterized  his  course 
through  life,  called  on  his  cabinet  for  their  written 
opinions  on  the  constitutional  question;  and  after 
receiving  and  considering  them  without  reference 
to  men  or  parties,  for  he  was  above  all  party,  W’ith 
that  practical  w’isdom  and  forecast  for  which  he 
was  distinguished,  approved  the  law.  Yes,  sir, 
this  father  of  his  country,  this  Virginia  president, 
decided  that  a national  bank  was  constitutional. 

In  1816,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  regard- 
less of  previous  commitments,  bowed  to  the  voice 
of  necessity  and  experience,  and  sacrificed  their 
consistency  on  the  altar  of  their  country’s  good. 
Virginia,  said  Mr.  Pope,  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
a decided  supporter  of  a national  bank,  for  the  pre- 
sidency; and  in  that  vote,  according  to  the  notions 
of  the  day,  has  declared  in  favor  of  a national 
bank.  While  on  this  subject  I will  add  to  the  au- 
thority of  Y'irgitiia  statesmen,  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  McLean,  and  others 
might  be  mentioned,  the  most  enlightened  finan- 
ciers in  the  country,  who  have,  from  a thorough  and 
practical  knowledge  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
such  an  institution,  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
distinguished  men  to  whose  authority  I have  ap- 
pealed. May  I be  permitted,  continued  Mr.  Pope, 
to  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  congress  of  1791, 
1816,  and  1832,  as  high  authorities  in  favor  of  a 
national  bank. 

In  the  face  of  this  high  authority,  the  experience  of 
forty  years  of  our  national  existence,  and  admonish- 
ed by  the  present  disturbed  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, it  is  given  out  in  speeches,  and  strongly  inti- 
mated by  the  president  in  his  message,  that  he  will 
put  his  veto  on  any  bill  for  the  creation  of  a nation- 
al bank;  and  he  speaks  further,  said  Mr.  Pope,  in 
his  message  of  the  persevering  opposition  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  a national  bank,  and 
seems  to  suppose  his  election  a high  evidence  of 
public  opinion  on  this  question.  The  conclusion 
he  draws  from  the  event  of  his  election  furnishes 
very  slender  evidence  on  this  point,  for  it  never  has 
happened  that  any  presidential  election  has  turned 
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on  any  cne  political  question.  The  choice  of  the 
people,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  of  a president  is  influ- 
enced by  various  considerations,  and  rarely  with 
reference  to  any  particular  question  or  principle; 
and  besides,  il  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  bank 
question  had  been  disposed  of  long  before  his  elec- 
tion, and  could  m>t  have  been  the  only  ground  of 
selection.  But,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  if  they  deci- 
ded against  a national  bank,  they  must  have  decla- 
red in  favor  of  state  banks.  In  pulling  down  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  distinctly  an- 
nounced to  the  nation  not  that  bank  agency  would 
be  dispensed  with,  but  that  state  banks  would  an- 
swer the  purpose  better.  The  people,  therefore, 
if  they  decided  any  thing,  have  approved  the  sub- 
stitute presented  to  them  by  those  high  in  authority, 
who  now  acknowledge  that  the  substitute  of  state 
banks  has  failed;  and  hence  it  is  but  fair  to  contend 
that  the  people  have  only  declared  against  a bank 
on  the  condition  that  the  state  banks  would  fulfil 
their  expectations;  and  therefore  it  would  seem  to 
be  still  an  open  question,  or  the  decision  is  in  favor 
of  a national  bank.  If  any  thing  has  been  deci- 
ded, continued  Mr.  Pope,  it  was  the  question  be- 
tween the  administration  and  the  late  bank,  on  the 
ground  of  imputed  misconduct  on  their  part,  and 
not  the  general  question  of  a national  bank.  I am 
not,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  facts  to  decide  on  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  late  bank;  he  had  thought  it  indiscreet  in 
them  to  issue  publications  concerning  the  contro- 
versy with  the  government,  because  it  did  them  no 
service  and  subjected  them  to  the  imputation  of  in- 
terfering in  the  election  and  politics  of  the  country; 
for  this  course  there  may  have  been  some  excuse  on 
the  score  of  self-defence.  I certainly  never  heard 
of  any  charge  of  the  kind  against  the  bank  before 
their  contest  with  the  administration;  and  the  branch- 
es in  Kentucky,  he  believed,  had  acted  fairly  and 
usefully,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  I 
neither,  Mr.  Chairman,  understand  the  facts  invol- 
ved in  the  controversy,  nor  am  I disposed  to  con- 
cern in  the  discussion  of  them.  I am,  said  he,  for 
a good  bank  under  proper  regulations,  with  a com- 
petent capital;  reserving  to  the  states  one  fourth  or 
a third  of  the  stock,  to  be  divided  among  them  ac- 
cording to  an  equitable  ratio  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands;  foreigners  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  any  direction  of  the  bank;  the  interest 
to  be  moderate,  and  a majority  of  the  stock  1o  be 
subscribed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States;  with  a 
reservation  of  full  power  to  congress  to  guard 
against  abuses  and  ensure  to  the  people  a sound, 
stable  and  uniform  currency,  and  a fair  and  faithful 
administration  of  its  affairs.  Mr.  Chairman,  said 
Mr.  Pope,  I have  no  expectation  of  a national  bank 
until  demanded  by  the  voice  of  the  nation;  nor  is  it 
desirable  that  congress  should  act  in  advance  of 
public  opinion.  I am  ready  to  act,  said  he,  at  any 
time  when  a majority  shall  feel  satisfied  that  their 
constituents  are  for  it.  I shall  not,  continued  Mi-. 
Pope,  be  deterred  from  pressing  this  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  this  house  or  the  executive  by  any 
intimation  or  menace  he  may  give  of  a veto,  and  I 
deny  his  right  in  this  way  to  dictate  to  or  influ- 
ence the  deliberations  of  the  legislative  body.  In 
doing  so  he  departs  from  the  sphere  of  action  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  constitution  of  his  country. 
From  wbat  part  or  clause  of  that  instrument  does 
he  derive  the  right  to  tell  the  legislature  that  he 
will  not  co-operate  in  measures  deemed  by  them 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  people? 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  presi- 
dent, from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  the  congress  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  union,  and  recommend 
to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary  and  expedient;  but  on  what  part  or 
clause  he  claims  the  right  to  tell  the  congress  of 
those  things  they  ought  not,  or  shall  not  do,  I am 
yet,  said  Mr.  Pope,  to  li-arn.  The  veto  power  was 
vested  in  the  president,  said  he,  to  protect  him 
against  encroachments  of  the  legislature.  It  is  lo 
the  president  a conservative  power,  and  may,  in 
extraordinary  occasions,  be  interposed  to  stay,  for  a 
time,  rash  and  intemperate  measures  proceeding 
from  high  party  or  popular  excitement,  and  preg- 
nant with  very  disastrous  consequences  to  the  na- 
tion; and  in  such  a possible  case,  not  likely  often 
to  occur,  the  president  may  interpose  to  throw  back 
the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  the  people:  but 
when  it  goes  through  the  crucible  of  investigation, 
and  is  presented  as  their  setlled  and  deliberate  will 
in  relation  to  matters  of  concern  to  the  whole  na- 
tion, I cannot  imagine  a case  where  the  president 
could  rightfully  use  his  veto  to  defeat  the  popular 
will;  and  the  case  is  not  materially  different  in  re- 
gard to  constitutional  questions.  After  the  nation 
has  long  considered,  and  deliberately- decided  a con- 
stitutional question,  the  president  must  co-operate 
with  the  legislative  department,  not  as  he  under- 
stands it,  but  as  understood  by  the  intelligence  of 


the  great  community  for  whose  benefit  it  was  made. 
The  popular  will,  clearly  and  deliberately  express- 
ed, must  control  the  course  of  this  free  govern- 
ment, and  especially  on  subjects  ol  doubtful  policy 
and  doubtful  constitutional  power. 

To  illustrate  and  support  my  views  of  this  veto 
power,  Mr.  Pope  said,  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson’s letter  to  general  Washington,  on  the  bank 
question,  in  the  year  1791.  Mr.  Jefferson,  after 
expressing  his  opinions  against  the  bank,  well  con- 
cludes by  telling  president  Washington,  that  unless 
his  mind,  on  a view  of  every  thing,  was  tolerably 
clear,  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  if  the  pro  and 
con  hung  so  equal  as  to  balance  bis  judgment,  a 
just  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  would 
decide  the  balance  in  favor  of  their  opinion;  it  is 
chiefly  for  cases  where  they  are  clearly  misled  by 
error,  ambition  or  interest,  that  the  constitution  has 
placed  a check  in  the  negative  of  the  president. 
Phis  opinion  was  given  to  the  president  at  the  first 
session  the  bank  question  was  agitated  in  congress, 
and  before  it  had  been  discussed  or  decided  on  by 
the  people.  How  much  stronger  is  the  case  now, 
after  we  have  made  two  successful  experiments  of 
twenty  years  each,  after  the  constitutional  power 
has  been  three  times  asserted  by  large  majorities  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  confirmed  by  all  the  other 
departments  of  government,  and  supported  by  the 
opinions  of  a host  of  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men and  patriots  of  this  country?  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered, said  Mr.  Pope,  that  the  charter  of  a national 
bank  does  not  invade  the  executive  or  judiciary, 
and  can  only  intrench,  if  unconstitutional,  upon  the 
rights  reserved  to  the  states  and  the  people,  and  is’ 
a measure  which  concerns  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large. 

If,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  the  people  and  the  states, 
from  a conviction  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
such  an  institution,  should  call  on  congress  to  es- 
tablish a bank,  on  what  ground  could  the  president 
rightfully  interfere?  Should  this  measure  pass  both 
houses  of  congress  in  conformity  to  the  public  will, 
I cannot  believe  it  possible,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  he 
would  venture  a veto;  but  should  he,  in  defiance 
of  the  public  will,  do  an  act  so  subversive  of  the 
great  principle  of  self-government  for  which  our 
ancestors  bled,  I trust  that  another  Patrick  Henry 
will  rise  on  this  floor  and  remind  those  clothed  in  a 
little  brief  authority  here,  that  Caesar  had  his  Bru- 
tus, Charles  his  Cromwell,  and  that  they  had  better 
profit  by  their  fate.  Sir,  this  menace  of  a veto  has 
no  precedent  in  our  history,  except  an  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  a message  of  Mr.  Monroe  about  the  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  roads,  for  which  he  was 
censured  by  a friend  on  this  floor.  The  British 
monarch  would  not  dare  to  threaten  a parliament 
with  a veto  on  a measure  demanded  by  the  voice 
and  interest  of  the  nation.  The  veto  power  placed, 
continued  Mr.  Pope,  as  a shield  to  protect  the  ex- 
ecutive and  other  departments  against  invasions  of 
the  legislature,  arid  to  stay,  for  a moment,  rash  and 
intemperate  action,  was  never  designed,  by  our  con- 
stitution, to  defeat  the  deliberate  will  of  the  nation 
in  relation  to  measures  of  general  interest. 

I will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  say 
any  more  on  this  occasion,  of  the  veto  power  or  its 
exercise,  but  will  proceed  to  notice  very  briefly, 
the  amendment  offered  by  a gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Garland)  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, for  which  I repeat  I will  vote,  as  the  least  of 
evils,  and  continue  this  state  bank  agency,  whether 
the  deposites  are  general  or  special,  until  the  wis- 
dom and  experience  of  the  nation  shall  provide  a 
better.  And  here  he  would  take  leave  to  remark  that 
he  felt  proud  that  the  old  dominion  was  the  land  of 
his  birth,  when  he  saw  her  representatives  stand  forth 
with  manly  firmness,  regardless  of  party  and  the 
frowns  of  power,  and  resist  measures  of  such  dan- 
gerous tendency;  and  he  begged  leave  to  assure 
them,  that  he  was  not  hostile  to  state  banks — on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  it  was  wise  for  every  state  to 
have  banks  of  solid  capital,  and  under  prudent 
management.  He  was  not  disposed,  continued  Mi. 
Pope,  to  impair  the  strength  of  the  state  govern- 
ments, because  he  held  them  to  be  essential  pillars 
of  the  temple  of  American  liberty.  While  he  was 
not  prepared  to  eothe  whole  length  of  nullification, 
his  observation  of  the  course  and  tendency  of  this 
government  for  a long  period,  had  convinced  him 
that  the  strength  of  the  state  governments  must  be 
maintained,  and  that  they  were  the  great  bulwarks 
around  which  the  people  must  occasionally  rally  to 
arrest  the  anti-republican  tendencies  to  which  the 
central  power  is  liable  in  the  hands  of  wickedness 
or  folly.  At  the  same  time  that  I express  this 
view,  with  unfeigned  sincerity,  he  must,  continued 
Mr.  Pope,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  national  gov- 
ernment must  be  allowed  the  full  and  lair  exercise 
of  all  the  powers  assigned  to  it,  according  to  a fair 
interpretation  of  the  constitution,  to  enable  it  lo  ac- 


complish the  objects  for  which  it  was  intended. 
The  powers  were  granted  to  congress  to  regulate 
commerce,  external  and  internal,  and  to  coin  monev 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  in  exclusion  of  state 
power;  and  it  would  be  a violation  of  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  constitution,  to  withhold  from  cono-ress 
any  of  the  means  fairly  necessary  and  proper^inl 
clearly  adapted  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of 
those  grants  of  povverto  which  I have  referred.  An 
unreasonable  distrust  or  jealousy  ought  riot  be  in- 
dulged of  this  government  more  than  of  other  gov- 
ernments, created  by  the  people  from  whom  both 
state  and  national  governments  had  emanated.  Our 
national  compact,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  whether  of 
the  people  in  the  aggregate,  or  by  the  states,  in  their 
sovereign,  corporate  capacities,  ought  to  receive, 
especially  in  regard  to  powers  and  subjects  to 
which  the  states  are  not  competent,  a fair  and  ra- 
tional interpretation,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
parties  to  it,  instead  ol  an  over  strict,  technical  or 
metaphysical  one. 

My  conservative  friends,  he  said,  must  pardon 
him,  while  he  admired  their  manly  independence, 
to  say  with  great  deference  for  their  intelligence, 
that  according  to  his  reflections  on  the  subject  of 
commerce  and  money,  they  are  only  half  right.  We 
agree,  said  Mr.  Pope,  if  I understand  them,  that  an 
exclusive  metallic  medium  will  not  answer  over 
this  extensive  country;  and  that  our  social  and  com- 
mercial intercourse  and  business  requires  a paper 
representative  of  gold  and  silver,  otherwise  calk-d 
bank  money;  for  bank  notes  of  undoubted  credit, 
and  convertible  every  where  into  specie,  is  money 
for  all  the  purposes  of  human  society.  If  a paper 
medium  is  necessary — if  one  is  to  be  coined  or  man- 
ufactured for  this  people,  I put  the  question,  said 
he,  to  the  candor  and  intelligence  of  those  gentle- 
men and  all  other  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  whether, 
according  to  the  divisions  of  power  established 
between  the  state  and  national  government,  that 
medium  ought  not  to  emanate  from  the  federal  in- 
stead of  state  authority?  And  if  gentlemen  could 
only  free  themselves  from  their  commitments,  and 
disregard  of  what  is  termed  consistency  here,  they 
must  respond  in  the  affirmative. 

Commerce  and  currency  are  certainly  placed  by 
the  constitution  within  the  sphere  of  national  legis- 
lation, and  tile  paper  medium  or  bank  money  rep- 
resentative ought  to  be  issued  by  a national  bank 
of  universal  credit  and  confidence,  and  on  a founda- 
tion's firm  as  the  government  itself. 

It  is  essential,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  any  paper 
substitute  for  specie  to  make  a currency  over  the 
whole  nation,  and  convertible  into  specie  every 
where,  must,  have  a national  character;  and  I now 
put  it  to  gentlemen,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  to  answer 
whether  it  is  possible  to  make  the  notes  of  the  banks 
of  twenty-six  states  current  every  where,  and  con- 
stitute a uniform  and  stable  currency  for  this  peo- 
ple? Is  it  in  the  power  of  this  government  to  na- 
tionalize the  notes  of  all  these  banks,  however  sol- 
vent they  may  be,  so  as  to  give  them  a par  value 
every  where?  And  if  they  cannot,  the  harvest  of 
the  brokers  must  continue,  arid  the  losses  to  the 
holders  of  notes  must  fall  chiefly  on  the  laboring 
farming  and  planting  classes  of  the  community.  ° 

It  is  impossible,  said  Mr.  Pope,  for  the  great 
body  of  the  people  to  know  the  condition  or  credit 
of  all  the  local  banks  scattered  over  this  vast  coun- 
try; hence  the  necessity  ol  a medium  with  the  na- 
tional stamp  on  it.  The  people  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  condition  and  have  confidence  in  the  banks 
of  the  state  or  neighborhood  in  which  they  live,  but 
few  can  know  much  of  distant  institutions. 

In  the  most  prosperous  season  of  trade  and  busi- 
ness, when  there  existed  little  distrust  of  banks,  it 
was  difficult  to  travel  in  different  states  with  local 
notes,  and  it  was  generally  under  par  at  a distance 
from  the  banks  of  issue,  and  had  to  be  sold  to  the 
brokers.  Mr.  Pope  said  he  could  not  believe  that 
this  government  ought  to  be  dependent  on  the  agen- 
cy of  banks  not  responsible  to  them  but  undeTthe 
control  of  the  states,  and  he  had  other  stroll"  ob- 
jections to  this  connection;  but  he  preferred  them  to 
the  plan  under  consideration.  In  addition  to  the 
objections  he  had  urged  against  this  bill,  he  would 
observe  that  these  sub-treasuries  were  to  be  dis- 
persed over  the  country,  and  to  be  inspected  by  the 
agents  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  their 
reports  through  him  would  be  all  the  information 
which  it  would  be  practicable  for  congress  to  obtain. 
A large  portion  of  the  public  money  might  be  pur- 
loined from  these  sub-treasuries  which  it  would  be 
impossible  for  congress  to  detect  without  sending 
committees  to  all  these  distant  places  to  examine 
things  and  count  the  money,  and  then  without  an 
inspection  of  the  whole  the  most  vigilant  scrutiny 
could  be  eluded.  It  cannot  be  expected,  said  he, 
that  the  members  of  this  house  can  absent  them- 
] selves  from  their  duties  here  so  long,  and  encoun- 
! ter  the  labors  such  an  examination  would  require. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  we  have  now 
twenty-six  states  wilh  unlimited  power  to  make 
banks  beyond  the  direct  control  of  congress,  and  the 
banking  system  has  taken  such  a deep  root  in  our 
country  that  it  is  the  extreme  of  folly  to  think  of  ex- 
terminating it;  and  if  one  state  banks  another  will, 
and  this  system  must  remain  a permanent  part  of 
our  domestic  policy.  These  banks  furnish  and  will 
continue  to  furnish  local  currencies  for  the  people; 
and  the  enquiry  is  whether  this  government  ought 
to  guard  them  against  the  evils  of  the  system,  and 
what  are  the  best  and  most  practicable  means  of 
doing  so.  Every  administration,  commencing  with 
that  of  Washington,  down  to  the  present,  has  con- 
sidered it  the  sacred  duty  of  this  government  to  use 
the  best  means  in  their  power  to  cure  disorders  in 
the  currency,  and  ensure  to  the  people  a stable  and 
uniform  measure  of  value  for  commerce  and  con- 
tracts of  every  kind.  Can  it  be  expected,  said  Mr. 
Pope,  however  we  may  get  along  in  good  times, 
that  in  a commercial  or  pecuniary  convulsion,  or 
war,  that  these  numerous  local  banks  can  have  ge- 
neral confidence  in  each  other,  or  can  be  united  and 
act  with  that  concert  which  is  necessary  to  sustain 
credit  and  confidence  and  a good  uniform  currency 
during  the  shocks  incident  to  periods  of  difficulty 
and  danger?  Alarm  and  distrust  overspread  the 
country;  monied  men  and  holders  of  notes  run  on 
the  banks,  forced  them  to  close  their  doors;  busi- 
ness of  every  kind  is  suspended;  thousands  are 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  public  tranquil- 
lity endangered.  A wise  government  ought  not 
to  content  themselves  with  the  means  of  managing 
the  vessel  of  state  in  pleasant  seasons  and  when 
temperate  breezes  only  are  to  be  met  with,  but 
should  be  prepared  to  keep  her  steady  and  moving 
in  the  great  current  of  the  public  interest  in  the 
most  tempestuous  seasons.  Throughout  our  past 
political  history,  the  strong  ground  taken  against 
a national  bank  has  been,  that  state  banks  would 
answer;  for  at  all  times  it  has  been  admitted  that 
bank  agency  was  a necessary  and  important  auxi- 
liary to  the  fiscal  and  commercial  operations  of  the 
country.  Twice  has  that  agency  failed;  twice  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  each,  has  the  agency  of  a 
national  bank  succeeded  to  the  full  extent  of  pub- 
lic expectation;  and  yet  will  those  charged  with 
the  control  of  public  affairs  obstinately  adhere  to 
the  ground  they  have  assumed.  If  gentlemen  be- 
lieve their  constituents  are  opposed  to  a bank,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Pope,  I will  not  ask  them  to  oppose 
their  will;  I will,  however,  I must  exhort  them  as 
friends,  leliow-citizens  and  patriots,  when  they  re- 
turn among  the  people  to  tell  them  with  frankness 
that  there  is  no  other  effectual  and  permanent  cure 
for  the  disorders  of  the  state  but  a national  bank. 

Gentlemen  must  be  sensible,  continued  Mr. 
Pope,  that  in  the  exigencies  of  war  and  the  revul- 
sions of  trade,  a national  bank,  with  a competent 
capital,  with  well  established  credit  and  confidence 
at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  able,  with  the  aid  of 
the  government,  to  do  more  to  sustain  public  and 
private  credit  and  confidence,  keep  the  monetary 
system  sound  and  regular,  and  avert  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  the  perils  of  war  and  shocks  in  trade,  than  a 
thousand  local  insulated  institutions,  w'ith  no  com- 
mon head,  jealous  and  afraid  of  each  other,  which, 
in  a moment  of  panic,  would  each  revolve  on  its  own 
axis  and  take  care  of  itself.  What  occurred  twenty 
years  ago,  said  Mr.  Pope,  will  occur  again;  when 
another  bank  shall  be  established,  the  small,  ficti- 
tious banks  will  be  woundup,  others  of  sound  capi- 
tal will  dissolve  and  subscribe  their  funds  to  a new 
bank,  and  those  of  good  and  large  capitals,  freed 
from  the  competition  of  swindling  institutions,  will 
be  able  to  do  a fair  business  in  harmony  with  a na- 
tional institution.  A new  bank,  if  established,  will 
be  required  to  locate  branches,  one  at  least  in  every 
state,  which  will  be  particularly  advantageous  to  the 
western  and  south-western  states.  The  capital  and 
wealth  of  the  south  and  west,  consists  chiefly  of 
land,  live  stock  and  slaves,  and  the  people  there 
are  more  disposed  to  vest  the  fruits  of  their  indus- 
try in  such  property  than  in  bank  stock,  yielding  a 
moderate  profit  of  five,  six  or  seven  per  cent. 

The  interest  of  money  in  the  west  is  high;  in 
some  of  the  states  the  legal  interest  is  ten  per  cent, 
and  the  people  of  those  states  have  little  motive  to 
put  their  capital  in  banks,  who  must  lend  at  five  or 
six  per  cent.  The  property  of  the  commercial 
states  consists,  to  a great  extent,  of  money  derived 
from  the  profits  of  trade,  and  are  willing  to  vest 
their  capital  in  good  stock,  yielding  a moderate 
profit;  and  they  would  prefer’  stock  in  a national 
bank,  because  more  valuable,  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
United  States.  Their  capital  through  the  bank 
would  be  diffused  over  the  nation,  according  to  the 
demands  of  trade  and  business,  and  would  aid  and 
encourage  the  trade,  enterprize,  and  industry  of  the 
west,  and  especially  of  the  new  states  of  the  far 


west.  It  would  facilitate  their  exchanges  and  com- 
merce and  every  branch  of  their  industry.  The 
traders  from  the  interior  states  of  the  west  to  the 
south  and  west,  would  be  able  to  do  their  business 
in  a currency  which  would  pass  every  where,  and 
remit  their  funds,  from  place  to  place,  without  haz- 
ard or  loss. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  this  bank,  with  its 
branches  diffused  over  our  extended  country,  part 
of  the  stock  belonging  to  the  states,  would  be  a 
bond  of  union;  every  man,  using  a note  of  a na- 
tional bank,  would,  in  feeling  at  least,  be  in  some 
degree  identified  with  the  national  government. 
The  power  and  influence  of  such  an  institution  is 
an  objection  urged  by  some,  to  which,  Mr.  Pope 
said,  he  would  answer  that  he  believed  that  the 
state  institutions  exercised  forty  times  as  much  in- 
fluence and  power  over  the  political  affairs  of  the 
country,  as  had  ever  been  used  by  both  banks  of 
the  United  States.  Nor  can,  continued  he,  any 
bank  exercise  one-hundredth  part  of  the  power 
and  influence  which  belongs  to  the  post  office  de- 
partment alone.  The  same  objection  of  power  was 
urged  against  a navy  at  an  early  period  of  this  gov- 
ernment; it  was  said  that  the  navy  would  be  an  in- 
strument of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  government, 
but  time  and  experience  had  overruled  all  objec- 
tions to  this  strong  arm  of  our  national  defence. 
The  navy  is  not  only  a weapon  of  defence  and  pro- 
tection to  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  but  a powerful 
bond  of  union.  Our  ships  of  war,  continued  Mr. 
Pope,  do  not  belong  to  any  state;  they  are  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  and  every  victory  or  de- 
feat vibrates  through  every  fibre  of  the  body  politic. 

The  strong  ground  of  objection,  and  the  one 
chiefly  relied  on  at  all  times,  said  Mr.  Pope,  has 
been  that  the  constitution  does  not  authorize  the 
creation  of  a bank,  while  its  utility  and  conve- 
nience have  been  generally  admitted.  I shall  not, 
continued  he,  enter  at  large  into  a discussion  of 
this  objection,  nor  have  I the  vanity  to  suppose  that 
I could  shed  any  new  light  on  a question  on  which 
the  intellectual  powers  of  a Hamilton,  a Gallatin,  a 
Marshall,  a Pinckney,  a Crawford,  a McDuffie,  and 
a host  of  others,  the  most  distinguished  statesmen 
of  our  republic  have  been  exhausted,  supported  by 
the  cool  and  deliberate  opinion  of  the  father  of  his 
country,  sanctioned  three  several  times  by  large 
majorities  of  both  houses  of  congress,  and  at  a 
late  period,  after  a long  trial  of  its  utility  and  ne- 
cessity, confirmed  by  the  opinions  of  a Madison  and 
Monroe,  two  of  the  elders  of  the  republican  church. 
One  fact,  often  mentioned  in  the  public  prints  and 
much  relied  on  here,  I must,  continued  Mr.  Pope, 
be  permitted  to  notice;  and  that  is,  that  the  conven- 
tion rejected  a proposition  to  grant  charters  of  in- 
corporation. I have  not,  said  he,  examined  the 
proceedings  of  that  body;  but  if  the  fact  be  as 
stated,  it  proves  nothing,  because  that  proposition 
was  for  a general  power  to  grant  charters  of  incor- 
poration. That  was,  I think,  very  properly  refus- 
ed— nor  is  such  a power  contended  for  by  the 
friends  of  the  bank.  It  will  be  a sufficient  set-off 
to  that  fact,  to  state  another,  and  that  is,  that  in  the 
same  convention  a propositton  was  made  to  grant 
congress  a power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  that  it 
was  rejected.  Now,  sir,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  it  is 
well  known  that  during  the  late  war  congress  did 
issue  bills  of  credit;  and  the  bill  passed  at  the  pre- 
sent session  to  issue  treasury  notes,  approaches 
very  nearly,  if  not  entirety,  to  bills  of  credit. 

If,  said  Mr.  Pope,  it  be  fairly  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  grant  a charter  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the 
great  powers  granted,  if  such  a measure  is  a neces- 
sary auxiliary  to  effectuate  other  powers,  and  it  has 
a fair  relation  to  it,  then  the  bank  is  constitutional, 
and  if  money  is  not  to  be  had  to  meet  the  demands 
of  goverment  by  taxes  or  loans,  if  it  is  necessary  to 
resort  to  an  issue  of  notes,  then  it  may  be  constitu- 
tional. I voted,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  with  much 
hesitation,  for  this  treasury  note  bill,  because  it 
authorized  a larger  sum  than  appeared  necessary, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  more  congenial  with  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution  to  borrow  money  directly,  than 
to  do  it  indirectly;  but  as  the  amendment  to  borrow 
directly  failed,  and  the  interest  on  the  notes  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  a loan,  I voted  for  it  to  relieve 
the  treasury,  and  give  some  relief  to  the  country.  I 
entered  this  house,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  with  no 
disposition  to  find  fault  or  embarrass  the  adminis- 
tration. I voted  for  indulging  the  merchants,  and 
will  give  time  to  the  banks  to  enable  them  to  in- 
dulge the  people,  and  would  have  voted  for  the 
post  ponement  of  the  fourth  instalment,  provided  the 
house  had  adopted  the  amendment  offered,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pay 
the  money  at  the  period  to  which  payment  is  post- 
poned; but,  sir,  I felt  constrained,  by  a regard 
for  principle  and  the  public  good,  to  exert  my 
feeble  powers  against  the  passage  of  this  sub-trea- 
sury bill. 


GRAVES,  OF  KENTUCKY, 


Mj\  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  I had  mo'f  to  say 
to  this  committee  on  the  several  subjects  smbraced 
in  this  debate;  but  I feel  too  much  exhausted  to 
proceed,  and  will  therefore  conclude,  with  urging 
on  the  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  the  propriety  of  postponing  a final  decision 
on  a measure  of  so  much  importance,  and  involving 
principles  of  such  great  magnitude,  until  public 
opinion  can  be  pronounced  upon  it.  11'  the  mea- 
sure be  doubtful  in  principle  or  policy,  we  ought  to 
avoid  the  appearance  of  precipitancy;  respect  for  our 
constituents,  who  have  had  no  opportunity  of  making 
known  their  sentiments,  and  who  are  to  be  bound 
by  this  measure,  require  that  the  final  action  on  this 
bill  should  be  suspended  until  the  next  session. 
Let  us,  continued  he,  think  a little  more  ourselves, 
and  afford  our  constituents  an  opportunity  of  think- 
ing and  speaking  also. 


SPEECH  OF  ME.  GRAVES,  OF  KENTUCKY, 
Delivered,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  September 

2S,  1337,  against  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  deposites  with  the  states. 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  house  is  fatigued  with  this 
discussion.  The  subject  itself  is  exhausted,  and 
I am  fully  persuaded  there  is  no  desire  to  have  the 
discussion  protracted  by  me.  Of  all  situations, 
none  is  less  enviable,  or  more  inauspicious,  to  a 
public  speaker,  than  that  in  which  he  is  compelled 
to  address  an  unwilling  audience.  And  were  I to 
consult  my  own  inclination  or  prudential  consider- 
ations, I should  not  obtrude  a single  remark  upon 
the  house  at  this  late  period  of  the  discussion.  But 
such  are  the  peculiar  relations  which  this  bill  bears 
to  my  state,  and  particularly  my  district,  that  l do 
not  feel  authorized  to  allow  my  individual  inclina- 
tions to  predominate  over  a sense  of  imperious  duty. 

This  bill,  and  that  which,  the  other  day,  came 
to  this  house  from  the  senate,  proposing  to  autho- 
rize the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  call  in,  from  the 
deposite  banks,  all  the  public  deposites  in  specie,  in 
the  short  space  of  lour,  six,  and  nine  months, 
should  have  been  embraced  in  one.  They  are  de- 
pendent upon  each  other;  one  is  useless  without  the 
other,  and  hence  they  have  been,  and  I shall  continue 
to  treat  them  in  this  debate,  as  one  and  the  same. 

The  state  of  Kentucky,  from  the  time  it  came 
into  the  union  up  to  the  present  year,  has  never 
had  one  dollar  appropriated  in  her  border's,  whilst 
she  has  contributed  her  full  share  to  the  public 
treasury.  This,  I am  apprised,  mainly  grew  out  of 
her  position;  and  she  was  content,  whilst  the  nation- 
al debt  was  in  course  of  liquidation,  to  wait  until 
it  was  discharged,  under  the  opinion  that  then  there 
would  annually  be  a large  sum  in  the  treasury,  to  be 
appropriated  to  works  of  internal  improvement,  in 
which  she  expected  to  share.  But  when  that  long  and 
much  desired  day  rolled  round,  when  the  public  debt 
was  paid  off,  for  causes  -which  it  is  not  mv  purpose 
here  to  notice,  the  middle  and  western  states  soon 
became  satisfied  that,  for  a while  at  least,  they  must 
not  hope  to  share  in  the  disbursements  of  the  public 
revenue  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements. 

They  submitted  to  their  fate;  for  they  saw  an  ir- 
revokable  mandate  had  gone  forth  from  one,  who  was 
all  powerful,  and  never  revoked  what  in  wrath  he 
once  said.  Many  of  the  national  republicans, 
whose  favorite  objects  were  disappointed  by  the 
position  taken  by  general  Jackson  in  his  veto  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  Lexington 
and  Maysville  turnpike  and  other  objects,  have 
changed  their  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the 
policy  of  the  general  government’s  making  appro- 
priations for,  and  carrying  on,  works  of  internal 
improvement.  Because  they  think  the  experi- 
ence of  the  last  eight  years  has  shown  that  the 
president,  without  the  patronage  and  power  inci- 
dent to  carrying  ori,  in  the  states,  internal  improve- 
ments, wields  quite  as  much  political  influence 
as  is  consistent  with  the  perpetuity  of  our  free 
and  republican  institutions.  And  I am  free  to 
avow  that  I myself  very  much  question  the  policy 
of  the  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
federal  government,  of  which  I was  once  so  zeal- 
ous an  advocate.  I desire,  now',  as  much  as  I ever 
did,  to  see  the  condition  of  our  country  amelio- 
rated, and  its  resources  developed  by  the  formation 
of  roads  and  canals;  but  as  much  as  I desire  the 
accomplishment  of  this  grand  object,  I prefer  to 
forego  it,  and  let  the  states  erect  their  own  W'orks, 
to  seeing  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  president 
increased  to  an  extent  which  large  appropriations 
to  this  object  would  necessarily  enlarge  it. 

But,  whilst  these  states  reluctantly  were  driven 
from  their  favorite  object  by  these  paramount  consid- 
erations of  patriotism,  they  claimed  to  have  divided 
among  the  states  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  with  which  to  enable  them  to  prosecute 
their  public  works,  under  the  auspices  of  their  own 
governments. 
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The  land  bill,  memorable  not  more  for  its  impor- 
tance than  for  the  new  era  which  it  furnished  the 
subject  of,  in  the  history  of  the  exercise  of  the  veto 
power  by  the  president,  was  brought  forward  by 
its  distinguished  author;  its  fate  is  recorded  upon 
that  page  of  this  country’s  history  upon  which,  of 
all  others,  the  first  despot  who  ascends  a throne  in 
this  country,  will  look  with  greatest  pleasure. 

There  remained  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1S37,  upwards  of  $44,000,000,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  to  keep  down  the  surplus  in  the 
treasury  by  appropriating  in  the  last  two  sessions 
upwards  of  $70,000,000;  by  which  they  hoped  to 
prevent  the  people  from  demanding  a distribution 
or  a land  bill.  They  saw  the  people  would  never 
consent  to  have  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
lying  idle  in  the  federal  treasury,  whilst  they, 
through  their  state  governments,  had  borrowed  mil- 
lions and  millions  at  interest  to  make  roads  and 
canals.  They  finally  gave  their  consent  to  the 
deposite  act,  which  practically,  every  friend  of  the 
land  bill  thought  to  be  the  accomplishment  of  his 
own  scheme  under  a different  name.  The  deposite 
act,  at  length,  passed;  and  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, all  the  money  in  the  treasury  over  and  above 
$5,000,000  was  to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  in 
lour  equal  instalments:  the  last,  on  the  1st  day  of 
this  month. 

The  different  states  had,  according  to  the  propo- 
sition of  congress,  agreed  to  accept  of  the  money, 
and  pay  it  over  again  when  called  on;  but  with  a 
confident  expectation  that  no  emergency  would 
ever  present  itself,  when  the  payment  would  be  ne- 
cessary. So,  in  effect,  all  considered  it  a distribu- 
tion act,  although  some  said  they  considered  it  no- 
thing but  a bona  fide  deposite,  which  would,  in  all 
human  probability,  never  be  called  for. 

But,  gentlemen  tell  us  this  deposite  act  passed  as 
a measure  of  finance,  purely  and  solely  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  our  surplus  revenue;  that  this  govern- 
ment has  a right  to  call  it  back  when,  and  as  she 
pleases,  without  any  sort  of  reference  whatever  to 
its  provisions;  that  the  states  do  not  hold  the  de- 
posites  under  any  contract  with  this  government, 
but  barely  as  a gratuity — as  a boon  to  be  withdrawn, 
or  withheld  at  the  pleasure  of  the  power  bestowing 
it;  that  it  would  be  mockery  to  pay  over  this 
fourth  instalment  when  we  shall  have  forthwith  to 
commence  withdrawing  it  again,  or  to  resort  to  a 
loan  to  raise  money  with  which  to  conduct  the  gov- 
ernment. And  we  are  further  told  that  this  money 
on  deposite  with  the  banks  is  actually  necessary  to 
keep  the  wheels  of  government  in  motion — that 
they  cannot  move  on  ten  days  without  pecuniary 
aid  derived  from  our  action.  And  then  we  are  em- 
phatically asked,  are  we  prepared,- under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  deposite  our  money  with  the  states 
and  then  borrow  for  our  own  use;  or,  in  other 
words,  whether  we  are  prepared  to  borrow  money 
to  deposite  with  the  states. 

These  positions,  I hold,  cannot  be  maintained. 
The  agreement  between  the  states  and  the  federal 
government  is  a perfectly  obligatory  contract,  sup- 
ported by  both  a good  and  valuable  consideration; 
and  for  a failure,  upon  the  part  of  either,  to  comply 
strictly  with  the  terms  of  the  deposite  act,  if  they 
were  individuals,  an  action  could  be  maintained 
and  damages  recovered. 

But,  to  exemplify  this  proposition  by  presenting  an 
apposite  case.  I will  suppose  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as 
an  individual,  had  on  hand  $40,000,000,  which  he 
considered  in  very  unsafe  depositories;  and  having 
no  present  use  for  it,  and  no  right  to  loan  it  out 
at  or  without  interest,  he  was  to  say  to  the 
governments  of  the  different  states,  that  he  would 
deposite  the  whole  sum  with  them,  to  be  delivered 
over  in  four  equal  instalments,  if  they,  upon  their 
part,  would  bind  themselves  to  be  responsible  for 
it3  safe  keeping,  and  to  refund  it  in  certain  pro- 
portions, at  given  times, — and  he  accordingly  should 
proceed  to  make  a deposite  of  the  first  three  instal- 
ments, and  they  had  gone  on  to  appropriate  it  to 
the  purposes  of  their  public  work's,  and  to  make 
arrangements  and  perhaps  contracts,  to  appropriate 
the  fourth  instalment  to  accomplish  these  works, 
and  he  should  turn  round  and  say,  that  it  is  not 
convenient  to  pay  over  the  fourth  instalment:  who 
would  doubt  the  right  of  the  states  to  bring  suits 
against  him,  and  recover  at  least  as  much  damage 
a.s  they  had  incurred? 

Such,  then,  is  the  situation  of  most  of  the  states. 
I instance  Kentucky.  That  state  not  having  the 
most  remote  conception  that  the  deposites  would 
ever  be  called  for  by  the  federal  government,  arid 
knowing  that  in  justice  and  law  they  could  only  be 
drawn  in  the  proportions,  and  at  the  periods  desig- 
nated by  the  act,  proceeded  to  appropriate  the  whole 
of  her  share  to  purposes  of  education  and  internal 
improvement.  She  is  engaged  in  constructing  her 
public  works  upon  a most  magnificent  scale;  she 


has  commenced  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  her  rivers  with  locks  and  dams;  but  they  are  all  in 
an  unfinished  condition.  She  looked  to  this  fourth 
instalment,  which  this  bill  proposes  to  suspend,  as 
the  means  to  aid  in  their  completion.  If  she  be  dis- 
appointed in  this  just  expectation,  she  must  resort 
to  other  means  to  raise  funds  or  abandon  her  works. 
The  latter  alternative  she  will  not  adopt;  but  if  her 
situation  was  such  as  to  drive  her  to  it,  all  the 
money  thus  far  expended  would  be  a total  loss,  and 
all  on  account  of  a disappointment  in  getting  this 
fourth  instalment.  In  this  event  might  she  not  in- 
stitute her  action  and  recover  damages  equal  to  the 
amount  of  loss  sustained  by  the  failure  to  realize  the 
fourth  instalment,  provided  this  government  could 
be  sued  by  a state?  Now,  surely  we  are  not  prepared 
to  violate  our  plighted  faith,  violate  our  plain  con- 
tract with  the  states,  because  there  is  no  law  to 
compel  us  to  observe  the  one,  or  perform  the  other. 

Suppose,  again,  that  England  had  made  the  con- 
tract with  this  government  which  the  states  have, 
and  had  received  the  first  three  instalments,  and  de- 
manded the  other  when  due,  and  we  were  to  say 
to  her,  that  you  are  already  indebted  to  us  for  the 
$30,000,000  deposited,  which  you  are  compelled  to 
pay  back  in  certain  instalments  when  called  on, 
and  if  you  get  this  fourth  and  last  instalment,  the 
$9,000,000  remaining,  you  will  have  that  also  to 
pay  back.  Wo.uld  she  not  very  properly  say  to  us, 
perf  orm  your  part  of  the  contract,  observe  your  faith 
inviolate,  and  we  will  see  that  we  fulfil  our  engage- 
ment; we  will  see  that  our  faith  is  kept  inviolate? 
Who  could  deny  her  right  to  demand  of  this  gov- 
ernment a faithful,  strict  compliance  with  this  un- 
dertaking? 

I,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  oppose  the  suspension  of 
this  fourth  instalment,  even  if  by  doing  so  the  funds 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  informs  us  are 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  government,  could  be 
forthwith  raised  by  this  step.  But  it  is  evident  that 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  not  bring  one  dollar 
into  the  treasury,  at  any  rate  for  four  months,  if  the 
senate’s  bill  fixing  that  period  should  pass;  but  I 
predict  that  it  will  be  so  amended  as  to  place  the 
first  payment  at  more  than  twice  as  remote  a period 
as  that  now  proposed. 

We  have  been  told,  by  the  most  ingenious  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill,  who  have  run  the  deficit  up  to  the 
largest  amount,  that  there  is  against  the  treasury 
the  sum  of  $5, 876,565,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
table  presented  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Hamer),  in  his  very  ingenious  speech. 
There  was  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1837  $6,670,137 

The  money  received  during  lire  first  six 

months  of  the  year  is  " - - 13,187,182 

The  revenue  for  the  last  half  of  the 

year  will  be  ....  7,000,000 


Making  in  all  - - - - $26,857,319 

These  are  our  means  for  defraying  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year: 

The  expenditures  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year  1837,  are  $16,733,844 

For  the  last  half  of  the  year  will  be  16,000,000 


Total  expenditures  for  1837 
Deduct  the  amount  of  our  funds 

Balance  against  the  treasury 


32,733,884 

26,857,319 

$5,876,565 


Now  without  stopping  to  show  the  fallacy  of  this 
statement,  for  it  is  not  necessary  to  my  purpose,  I 
will  take  that  gentleman’s  table  for  argument  sake 
as  correct,  and  suppose  the  “balance  against  the 
treasury”  to  be  $5,876,565,  and  the  proposed  ex- 
penditures for  the  last  half  of  this  year  to  be  as  that 
gentleman  has  proposed,  $16,000,000:  I ask,  could 
not  the  executive  very  easily  suspend  the  expendi- 
ture of  so  much  of  that  unexpended  $16,000,000 
as  would  equal  the  balance  against  the  treasury? 
In  this  event  there  would  be  left  to  be  expended 
in  the  latter  half  of  this  year,  $10,123,435;  surely 
quite  a sufficient  sum  in  times  of  great  embarrass- 
ment and  unusual  pressure.  This  administration  is, 
as  I understand,  but  a continuation  of  the  past  re- 
trenching and  reforming  administration,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  in  their  prosperous  work  of  retrench- 
ment they  ought  to  be  content,  in  this  unfortunate 
year,  with  expending  $26,857,279,  which  will  be 
the  sum,  as  it  is  apparent  from  the  table  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  after  his  “balance  against  the 
treasury”  of  $5,876,565  shall  be  deducted.  But 
again,  if  it  be  necessary  that  this  administration 
shall  conduct  its  retrenchment  in  its  own  way; 
that  the  opposition  shall  not  dot  an  i or  cross  a t, 
and  that  the  precise  sum  of  $32,733,084,  as  shown 
in  the  above  table,  be  expended;  then  I would  sug- 
gest (for  the  opposition  can  only  suggest)  that  we 
might  readily  realize  not  only  the  amount  of  the 
balance  against  the  treasury,  but  some  $2,500,000 


over  and  above  that  sum,  by  selling  the  bonds  due 
lor  the  sale  of  the  government  stock  in  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States.  Those  bonds  are  at  an 
interest,  I think,  of  six  percent,  per  annum,  and 
could  readily  be  sold  at  par,  and  would  enable  this 
government  to  raise  about  $8,000,000.  Or  if  this 
will  not  suit  the  administration,  why  do  they  not 
look  to  their  treasury  note  bill,  out  of  which  to  raise 
funds  to  carry  on  the  government?  They  have  the 
undoubted  power  to  carry  this  bill  through;  it  pro- 
poses to  issue  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$10,000,000,  and  I have  every  confidence  they  will 
pass  at  a very  slight  discount. 

Sir,  I am  unable  to  assign  any  legitimate  object, 
any  worthy  or  patriotic  motive,  to  the  administra- 
tion in  pressing  this  bill,  when  at  best  they  will  not 
be  enabled  to  realize  a dollar  by  it  for  from  four  to 
eight  months.  I perhaps  am  too  much  disposed  to 
suspect  executive  encroachment, — to  suspect  this 
administration  with  a design  in  all  its  acts  to  enlarge 
the  government  patronage  and  power;  but  if  I err 
at  all,  I would  prefer  it  should  be  upon  the  side 
of  over  vigilance,  for  I believe  from  executive  pa- 
tronage is  to  be  apprehended  most  of  danger  to 
this  government. 

But  I remarked  in  the  outset,  as  an  apology  for 
asking  the  attention  of  the  house,  that  my  state,  and 
particularly  my  district,  had  an  especial  interest  in 
this  bill.  Kentucky  has  but  four  banks.  The 
Savings  bank,  the  bank  of  Louisville,  the  Northern 
bank  of  Kentucky,  and  the  bank  of  Kentucky. 

The  Savings  institution  is  not  authorized  to  issue 
paper.  The  bank  of  Louisville,  by  a provision  of 
its  charter,  is  prohibited  from  doing  any  business 
after  suspending  specie  payments.  The  Northern 
bank  of  Kentucky  finds  its  capacity  to  accommo- 
date the  country  much  diminished  since  the  revul- 
sion. And  the  bank  of  Kentucky  is  the  principal 
institution  upon  which  the  people  of  Kentucky  rely 
for  banking  accommodations.  It  is  situated  in  my 
district,  in  Louisville,  the  principal  commercial  city 
of  the  state.  That  city  must  first  and  most  severely 
feel  the  paralyzing  and  withering  effects  of  the 
overthrow  of  this  institution;  and  I,  as  its  represen- 
tative, will  not  consent  to  stand  by  and  witness  in 
silence  powers  vested  in  the  executive  which  wili 
enable  him  to  crush  it  at  his  pleasure.  By  a report 
of  this  bank  made  on  the  31st  of  last  month,  it  had 
in  its  vaults  $767,799  in  specie,  and  had  on  deposite 
of  the  funds  of  the  general  government  $676,710, 
and  of  funds  of  individual  depositors  $626,269.  Its 
other  liabilities  were  not  greater  than  other  perfect- 
ly safe  and  solvent  banks  with  similar  means.  If 
we  pass  this  bill  and  the  other  which  I have  already 
named,  by  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
be  authorized  to  draw  from  the  bank  of  Kentucky 
$676,710  in  specie,  the  amount  of  government  de- 
posites, there  will  remain  in  its  vaults  only  $91,089 
in  specie,  which  state  of  things  would  necessarily 
devolve  on  the  bank  the  imperious  necessity  of  ceas- 
ing to  do  business,  and  closing  for  a time  its  con- 
cerns. Such  a result  would  produce  an  amount  of 
suffering  that  would  be  insupportably  ruinous  to 
every  interest  in  the  whole  state. 

It’must  be  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server, that  in  the  present  depreciated  condition  of 
the  paper  of  all  the  banks  in  the  union,  and  particu- 
larly some  of  the  western  and  south-western  banks, 
from  which,  should  this  bill  pass,  about  $9,000,000 
of  specie  must  be  drawn  in  so  short  a time,  that  it 
will  be  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  add  one  single 
cent  to  the  amount  of  their  specie  now  on  hand,  by 
collections  from  their  debtors,  as  long  as  they  have 
any  paper  in  circulation  which  is  of  less  value  than 
specie.  For  surely  nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  the  debtors  of  the  banks  would  prefer  to  pur- 
chase up  with  their  specie  the  notes  of  the  banks, 
at  a discount,  with  which  to  pay  their  debts,  to  pay- 
ing them  off  in  specie. 

Hence  it  results,  if  you  impose  on  the  banks  the 
necessity  of  raising,  through  collections  from  their 
debtors,  these  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  you 
involve  both  the  banks  and  the  people  in  one  com- 
mon ruin.  With  these  consequences  so  obvious,  I 
am  notpepared  to  believe  any  representative  of  the 
states,  whose  prosperity  depends  upon  the  accom- 
modation of  these  banks,  and  especially  from  Ken- 
tucky, as  I regret  to  have  heard  intimated,  can 
think  for  a moment  of  enforcing  these  oppressive 
measures  by  voting  for  the  two  bills  depending  be- 
fore this  house. 

But  gentlemen  say  the  president  will  not  allow 
these  banks  to  be  broken  up,  and  the  people  ruin- 
ed, by  enforcing  the  laws,  so  as  to  withdraw  the 
deposites  in  specie.  Why  then,  I ask,  are  the 
friends  of  the  president  so  anxious  to  give  to  him 
the  power?  Is  it  that  he  may  use  it  as  an  engine 
with  which  to  wield  influence  in  certain  states? 
or  is  it  that  his  friends  may  say,  he  has  the  power 
to  crush,  but  the  will  to  save?  I am  for  intrusting 
him  with  no  such  power  over  my  constituents.  I 
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will  not  consent  to  entrust  so  mighty  an  engine  to 
the  hands  of  any  president,  without  the  most  impe- 
rious necessity;  and  I do  not  perceive  that  neces- 
sity. 

Gentlemen  say,  the  government  is  without  funds, 
and  this  bill  is  intended  to  afford  means  with 
which  to  enable  the  administration  to  conduct 
its  aifairs.  This  is  not  so:  for  no  portion  of  these 
means  can  be  realized  for  four  months  from  the 
passage  of  the  senate’s  other  bill,  if  the  credits  in 
that  hill  proposed  should  not  be  extended,  and,  of 
course,  no  immediate  relief  can  be  derived  for  the 
government.  I defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  as- 
sign any  sensible  reason  for  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  except  to  give  to  the  president  power. 

The  state  banks,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  they  would  be  expected,  by 
the  federal  government,  to  settle  with  their  respec- 
tive states,  the  amount  to  which  they  eventually 
would  be  entitled  under  that  act.  Hence  it  is  but 
justice  that,  in  our  action  upon  this  subject,  we 
should  have  reference  to  this  natural  and  just  ex- 
pectation, confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the  first  three 
instalments  were  paid  through  that  medium.  If 
nothing  but  the  sums  over  and  above  the  amounts 
to  which  the  different  states  would  be  entitled, 
were  exacted,  in  reasonable  payments,  I should 
think  the  banks  would  not,  could  not  complain. 

The  bank  of  Kentucky  has,  of  government  depo- 
sites,  less  than  $200,000  more  than  the  amount  to 
which  the  state  of  Kentucky  is  entitled.  And  if  it 
be  true,  as  it  is  evident  from  my  showing,  that  the 
government  is  to  derive  no  immediate  aid  from  this 
source,  why  compel  the  banks  to  pay  up  to  the  gov- 
ernment the  whole  amount  ofthe  deposites  in  specie, 
and  thereby  break  them,  when  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1S39,  the  government  will  deposite  with, 
perhaps,  the  same  banks,  the  amount  to  which  their 
respective  states  would  be  entitled.  Why  not  post- 
pone until  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  so  much  of  the 
money  upon  deposite  with  the  banks  as  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  instalments  to  the  states,  without 
deranging  again  the  commerce  of  the  country,  by 
forcing  transfers  at  that  time  from  one  to  another 
portion  of  the  union?  If  it  is  thought  desirable, 
make  the  banks,  in  the  mean  time,  pay  interest,  at 
some  just  and  fair  rate.  Then,  if  the  banks  cannot 
spare  from  the  amount  of  specie  they  have  on 
hand,  the  sums  demanded  by  the  government,  they 
can  go  into  the  market  and  buy  it  at  the  market 
price,  which  is  now’,  here,  I believe,  at  about  8 per 
cent,  advance.  To  this,  I am  not  prepared  to  say 
I would  object:  because  l suppose  such  a requi- 
sition upon  most  of  the  banks,  could  be  met  with- 
out crushing  them  and  the  people.  But  I do  pro- 
test most  solemnly  against  placing  in  the  hands  of 
the  president,  the  terrible  power  with  which  these 
two  bilis  will  invest  him.  The  world  knows,  and 
no  one  on  this  whole  earth  better  than  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  that  when  you  place  the  prosperity  of  an 
individual  or  a community  in  the  power  of  an- 
other, you  give  to  him  possessing  it,  influence  to  an 
unknown  extent  over  the  acts  of  his  dependent. 
And,  sir,  I do  verily  believe,  that  these  two  bills, 
which  ought  to  have  been  included  in  one,  ami 
can  only  be  treated  as  one,  in  their  operation,  are 
intended,  in  part,  if  not  mainly,  to  enable  the  execu- 
tive to  bring  to  bear  the  power  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred, upon  the  elections  in  the  western  and  south- 
western states.  I know,  sir,  that  I have  no  infal- 
lible evidence  upon  which  to  predicate  this  opinion; 
yet  I feel  authorized  to  infer  its  existence,  from 
the  uniform  policy  of  the  present  and  past  adminis- 
trations, ever  since  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  controlled 
the  councils  of  this  nation.  The  president  never 
acts  without  a motive,  and  when,  through  his  friends 
in  this  house,  he  seeks  to  possess  himself  of  pow’er, 
so  mighty  as  that  proposed  to  be  conferred,  without 
assigning  a good  and  sufficient  reason  for  it,  I am 
left  to  infer,  from  the  known  character  of  the  man, 
that  he  demands  it  to  be  exercised  for  the  attain- 
ment of  some  important  end.  The  western  people, 
thank  God!  from  their  fortuitous  position,  have  not 
been  within  the  sphere  of  executive  patronage,  to 
any  great  extent.  They  are,  as  yet,  insensible  of 
the  practical  operation  of  that  deleterious  power,  ex- 
cept on  a verv  limited  scale.  And  I predict,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  will  find  them  more  insubordinate,  less 
tractable,  than  his  experience  elsewhere  has  given 
him  reason  to  expect.  He  will  find  there  a hardy, 
self-willed,  though  law-abiding  race  of  men,  who 
have  been  taught  to  look  to  their  own  stout  arms, 
and  to  the  most  fertile  and  prolific  soil  on  earth,  for 
the  means  of  living,  and  not  to  executive  patron- 
age. They  will  not  stand  by,  either  indifferent  or 
silent  spectators  to  the  proceedings  of  their  govern- 
ment, whilst  it  is  exerting  every  nerve  to  reduce, 
within  its  own  control,  not  only  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry, but  the  political  power  incident  thereto. 
All  that  they  ask,  is  the  privilege  of  letting  them 


pursue,  in  their  own  way,  what  they  think  best 
promotes  their  individual  happiness  and  prosperity, 
and  not  to  keep  experimenting  upon  the  currency, 
the  mainspring  of  prosperity  in  every  thriving  com- 
munity; so  that  the  laboring  man  may  have  some 
data  upon  wdiich  to  predicate  a calculation  to-day, 
what  will  be  his  condition  to-morrow. 

I believed  from  the  first  complaints  against  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1830,  that  they  pro- 
ceeded from  a refusal  upon  the  part  of  that  bank  to 
become  a political  instrument;  and  that  all  the 
clamor  against  that  institution,  and  the  efforts  to  put 
it  down — the  removal  of  the  deposits,  &c.  &c.  were 
intended  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  executive  power 
and  patronage,  by  first  overthrowing  that  institu- 
tion, and  then  placing  under  the  control  ofthe  pre- 
sident, the  local  and  state  banks  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. But  I acknowledge  I had  not  anticipated,  at 
this  early  day,  so  gross  and  undisguised  an  effort  to 
place  unconditionally  in  the  hands  of  the  presi 
dent  the  fate  of  the  whole  monetary  affairs  of  the 
country. 

It  never  once  occurred  tome  that  congress  would 
so  soon  be  found  capable,  w’ithout  any  assignable 
cause,  of  placing  the  fate  of  whole  communities  in 
the  hands  of  the  executive,  by  giving  him  the  poumr 
to  deal  out  destruction  or  preservation,  at  his  pleasure 
to  the  whole  banking  system,  and  consequently,  for 
a time  at  least,  to  all  who  are  dependent  upon  their 
accommodations.  Tire  different  pursuits,  in  all  well 
regulated  governments,  are  as  dependent  on  each 
other  as  they  are  necessary  to  make  up  a happy  and 
prosperous  community;  and  when,  from  the  depra- 
vity or  ignorance  of  our  rulers  a stroke  is  aimed  at 
one  great  interest,  through  the  currency,  it  will  be 
felt  by  every  other.  They  exist  as  one  indivisible 
whole,  and  must  all  sutler  or  prosper  together. 

The  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Garland)  have  been  to  me  a subject 
of  not  a little  surprise.  That  gentleman  is  consi- 
dered as  the  great  leader  of  the  conservatives  on 
this  floor,  and  I suppose  his  position  upon  this  sub- 
ject may  be  considered  as  identical  with  the  other 
conservatives,  who  seem  to  be  acting  with  him 
generally.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  this 
bill,  he  stated,  he  had  never  seen  any  cause  to  re- 
gret the  vote  he  gave  in  support  of  the  deposite 
act;  that  he  considered  it  a wise  measure;  and  that 
if  it  had  been  properly  executed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  very  much  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  country  is  now  laboring  would  have  been 
avoided;  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  bill  before 
the  house  is  necessary,  is  to  his  mind  as  unintelli- 
gible jargon  as  was  the  confusion  of  tongues  at  the 
building  of  the  tower  of  Babel:  and  yet,  as  the  sec- 
retary has  taken  upon  himself  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  recommending  the  measure,  he  would 
vote  for  it,  and  let  the  responsibility  rest  with  the 
honorable  secretary. 

I would  most  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  his  conservative 
brethren,  to  re-examine  carefully  the  position  which 
they,  I am  in  charity  persuaded  to  conclude,  have 
involuntarily  been  compelled  to  take,  in  obedience 
to  that  unrelenting,  iron  rule  of  party,  to  which  until 
then  I had  hoped  they  had  determined  no  longer  to 
yield  obedience.  If  gentlemen  are  candid  in  the 
conviction  that  the  deposite  act  is  founded  in  good 
policy,  and  have  succeeded  in  convincing  their  con- 
stituents of  this  fact,  it  appears  to  me,  if  their  con- 
stituents are  not  widely  different  from  mine,  that  they 
will  find  some  difficulty  in  convincing  them  that 
the  ipse  dixit  of  that  -ame  secretary,  whose  hostility 
to  the  passage  ofthe  bill  was  so  deadly,  is  sufficient 
to  authorize  their  representatives  to  turn  round  and 
vote  for  asuspension  of  the  fourth  instalment  under 
that  act.  In  order,  however,  that  the  whole  course 
ofthe  secretary  ofthe  treasury  upon  the  subject  of 
the  surplus  revenue  and  its  distribution  among  the 
states  may  be  fully  understood,  I invite  the  attention 
of  this  house  to  his  report  made  to  the  last  congress 
at  the  commencement  of  its  first  session, — at  a time 
when  it  was  the  policy  of  his  party  to  make  it  ap- 
pear that  we  should  have  no  surplus  at  the  end  ofthe 
year  1836  to  distribute  among  the  states,  under  the 
operations  of  the  then  anticipated  land  bill,  or  some 
other  mode  of  distribution. 

On  the  8th  December,  1835,  the  secretary  ofthe 
treasury,  in  his  regular  annual  report,  made  up  and 
presented  with  all  possible  deliberation,  informed 
congress  that  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  last 
day’  of  that  month  would  be  $18,047,558;  whereas, 
as  afterwards  admitted  by  a subsequent  report  of 
his  to  congress,  it  turned  out  to  be  $26,749,808, 
showing  an  error  in  this  item  of  his  estimates  of 
$8,702'250. 

In  the  same  report  of  this  remarkable  secretary, 
he  estimated  the  available  means  of  the  treasury 
for  the  current  year  of  1336  at  $37,797,593;  where- 


as it  turned  out  to  be,  as  shown  in  one  of  his  subse- 
quent reports,  $74,644,103;  exhibiting  an  error  of 
$36,846,505.  But,  sir,  in  order  still  better  to  un- 
derstand the  real  character  of  his  official  communi- 
cations to  congress,  and  to  enable  us  the  better  to 
appreciate  the  degree  of  authority  we  should  assign 
to  them  in  our  action  upon  this  floor,  I ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  first  to  an  estimate  in  this  same 
ever  memorable  report,  as  to  the  accruing  revenue 
from  one  particular  source — I mean  from  the  public 
lands  in  1836.  He  says  from  this  source  we  need 
not  expect  to  realize  more  than  $4,000,000.  It 
so  turned  out,  that  they  yielded  us  exceeding 
$24,000,000.  Also  to  the  remarkable  statement 
it  contains,  that  on  the  first  day  of  January  1837. 
the  balance  in  the  treasury  would  not  exceed 
$14,500,000,  whereas  it  exceeded  $44,000,000, 
making  a difference  of  nearly  $20,000,000. 

Again:  in  another  report  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  made 
within  ten  days  of  the  expiration  of  the  last  quar- 
ter of  1835,  he  estimates  the  accruing  revenue  for 
that  quarter  at  $4,950,000;  when,  in  fact,  it  turned 
out  to  be  $11,950,000,  presenting  therein  an  error 
of  $7,000,000;  and  this  certainly  at  a time  when 
all  must  admit  he  did,  or  could  have  known,  al- 
most to  a dollar,  what  would  be  the  receipts  of  that 
quarter. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I ask  you,  sir,  and  the  other  un- 
wavering supporters  ofthe  past  and  present  admin- 
istration, how  do  you  account  for  all  these  egregious 
mistakes?  I demand,  in  the  name  of  the  country, 
to  know,  ofthe  oracles  of  those  in  power,  what  has 
produced  those  monstrous  official  errors!  It  will 
be  answered,  no  doubt,  that,  from  the  remarkable 
character  ofthe  year  1836,  that  wild  spirit  of  specu- 
lation of  every  sort  brought  into  our  treasury, 
through  the  medium  of  duties,  and  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands,  an  amount  altogether  greater  than  any 
could  have  anticipated;  and  that  he  has  thus  inno- 
cently and  unavoidably  been  betrayed  into  the  error. 
This,  sir,  must  be  the  true  answer,  or  the  secretary 
has  prostituted  his  official  station  to  utter  an  official 
falsehood,  for  the  unworthy  and  shameful  object  of 
subserving  low,  mean,  party  and  selfish  purposes. 
One  or  the  other  must  be  true,  ail  candid  men  will 
admit.  I think  I can  show,  that  the  former  answer 
is  not  the  correct  one;  and,  in  support  of  this  opin- 
ion, I appeal  to  the  well  known  fact,  that,  in  the 
forepart  of  the  very  session  of  congress,  to  which 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  made  this  memorable 
report,  Mr.  Ewing,  senator  from  Ohio,  made  and 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  a speech  containing 
his  estimates,  and  embodying  his  opinions,  on  the 
points  upon  which  the  secratary  fell  into  such 
error. 

In  this  speech,  to  which  I invite  the  attention 
of  every  member  of  the  house,  what  did  Mr.  Ew- 
ing say  to  the  nation?  Did  he  say  the  available 
means  of  the  treasury,  in  the  year  1836,  would  be 
$36,797,598,  as  did  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  therein  miss 
the  truth  by  $36,846,505?  No,  not  he;  but  he  fore- 
told that  the  available  means  would  be  but  little 
short  of  $77,000,000.  In  this  same  speech,  that 
senator  demonstrated  to  the  senate,  that  although 
the  honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  con- 
tended the  receipts  from  the  public  lands  in  1833 
would  not  probably  exceed  $4,000,000,  that  they 
would,  in  his  opinion,  exceed  $20,000,000,  which 
was  more  than  realized.  And  at  the  same  time  he 
showed  the  fallacy  ofthe  secretary’s  calculation,  in 
estimating  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 
January,  1837,  at  $14,500,000.  and  predicted,  as  it 
turned  out  to  be,  that  the  ballance  would  exceed 
$40,000,000. 

It  then  appears,  that  these  errors  of  the  honor- 
able secretary,  did  not  originate  from  the  want  of 
sufficient  data  upon  which  to  predicate  a calcula- 
tion which  should  approximate  certainty.  For, 
surely  he,  wfith  all  the  facilities  which  his  position 
afforded,  had  a much  better  opportunity  of  making 
a correct  estimate  than  any  one  else,  and  very  much 
more  so  than  the  honorable  senator  Horn  Ohio,  whose 
incorruptible  integrity,  burning  patriotism,  and  giant 
intellect  rendered  him  an  object  both  of  fear  and  im- 
placable hatred  to  the  administration. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  boast  of  having  the  freest 
government  on  earth:  w’here  our  official  function- 
aries are  more  amenable  to,  and  more  complete- 
ly within,  the  reach,  and  under  the  influence  of 
the  people’s  will,  than  in  any  other.  Still,  I am 
inclined  to  think,  there  exists  a very  great  mistake 
on  this  subject.  Though  ours  is  a republic,  and 
the  governments  of  England  and  France  are  mon- 
archies, still  the  people  of  both  of  those  countries 
hold  their  officers  responsible  for  a capable  and 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties;  and  the  king 
does  not  dare  retain,  in  any  prominent  station,  one 
in  whose  official  character  the  nation  has  lost  con- 
fidence. If,  as  was  the  case  here  at  the  commence- 
ment of  last  congress,  it  became  a matter  of  impor- 
tance to  the  government  of  England  or  France  to 
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know  the  exact  condition  of  her  treasury,  and,  as 
nearly  as  might  be,  the  accruing  means  of  the  trea- 
sury for  the  current  year,  and  the  minister  of  finance 
had  sent  to  the  king  to  be  laid  before  parliament, 
an  estimate  of  the  available  means  of  the  current 
year,  placing  them  at  $37,797,598,  and  an  opposi- 
tion member  had  gotten  up  in  his  place  and  de- 
nounced the  report  as  delusive  and  untrue,  and  had 
shown,  from  his  calculation,  that  one  particular 
source  of  public  revenue  would  exceed,  by  fourfold, 
the  estimate  of  the  minister,  and  that  the  available 
means  would  exceed  his  estimate  by  $3(5,846,505, 
and  thus  show  that  the  estimate  of  the  minister  was 
calculated  and  designed  to  defeat  a great  and  im- 
portant opposition  measure;  and  the  estimates  of 
that  opposition  member  should  be  literally  realized: 
I ask,  if  the  king  of  either  of  those  countries  would 
dare  continue  in  place  such  a minister?  No,  sir, 
lie  would  not  dare  do  it;  he  would  feel  as  he  should 
feel,  that  he  would  have  justly  jeopardized  his 
neck  by  such  a course. 

But,  add  to  this,  that  this  minister,  by  his  bung- 
ling financiering,  by  his  miserable  tinkering  with 
the  currency  of  the  country,  had  beggared  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  nation,  and 
produced  a revulsion  which  diminished  the  value  of 
the  property  in  the  country  $500,000,000:  can  any 
member  contend,  that  in  either  of  those  monarchies 
or  any  where  elsewhere  civil  liberty  is  appreciated, 
that  such  enormities  would  be  submitted  to? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ha- 
mer,) who  is  justly  considered  the  champion  of  the 
administration  in  all  the  contests  upon  this  floor, 
•commenced  his  speech,  which,  I knew,  when  he 
rose,  was  to  embody  at  length  a defence  of  the 
general  policy  of  this  called  session,  by  expressing 
his  deep  regret  at  feeling  called  on  to  participate  in 
the  discussion  of  this  bill,  and  his  great  preference 
“to  action  rather  than  debate.”  The  new  members 
.doubtlessly  thought  we  should  have  from  the  gen- 
tleman a few  pertinent  remarks,  and  that  then  he 
-would  sesume  his  seat.  And  the  people  who  shall 
read  his  speech  when  it  makes  its  appearance,  will, 
also,  be  prepared  to  conclude,  that  the  honorable 
member  irose  without  any  intention  of  delivering 
a regular  speech,  and  was  involuntarily  led  on  by 
the  engrossing  character  of  his  subject,  to  protract 
this  remarks  to  upwards  of  three  hours  in  length. 
Such,  however,  as  had  served  with  that  gentleman 
heretofore,  knew  well  the  relation  he  bore  to  his 
party,  and  the  character  of  the  speech  he  was  to  de- 
liver, and  the  great  length  of  time  he  would  likely 
occupy,  from  the  ample  preparation  he  had  been 
making  lor  a week  past,  in  taking  notes  upon  such 
as  have  opposed  this  bill. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  the  opposition, 
instead  of  proceeding  to  support  the  administration 
•in  providing  remedies  for  what  he  admits  to  be  a 
very  important  crisk-  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  is 
•disposed  to  stop  and  enquire,  who  produced  all  this 
■distress,  which  now  pervades  every  class  of  the 
community?  to  which  of  the  two  parties  in  this 
■country  is  it  justly  chargeable? 

Now,  sir.,  I think  it  would  be  any  thing  other  than 
difficult  to  show,  that  after  having  been  called  to- 
gether at  this  extra  session  by  the  president,  to  ad- 
minister relief  to  the  diseased  condition  of  the  body 
politic.i  tbecomee.  ns  most  thoroughly  and  deliberate- 
ly to  inform  ourselves  of  the  nature  of  this  disorder, 
•and  of  the  causes  that  produced  it.  in  order  that  the 
cause  may,  if  possible,  be  removed,  when,  and  not 
■till  then,  will  the  disease  ceast  to  exist.  The  phy- 
sician who  would  attempt  to  administer  to  a dis- 
eased patient,  without  usingevery  expedient  within 
his  power  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  find  out  the 
cause  of  the  disease,  particularly  when  it  is  of  so 
extraordinary  a nature  as  to  threaten  sudden  disso- 
lution, would  be  justly  denominated  a quack,  and 
consigned  to  ineffable  disgrace  for  having  wantonly 
sported  with  the  health  and  life  of  his  patient. 
If  such  would  be  tile  fate  of  the  physician,  for  so 
gross  a departure  from  the  scientific  course  of  his 
profession,  I ask,  what  ought  to  be  the  fate  of  the 
leaders  of  the  administration,  who  recklessly  pro- 
pose to  administer  to  the  present  disordered,  de- 
ranged condition  of  the  currency,  when  every  inter- 
est in  it  is  struggling  for  existence,  without  either 
examining  into  the  causes  that  produced  the  disor- 
der, or  knowing  the  nature  and  operation  of  their 
proposed  nostrums,  and  then  presume  to  reproach 
4he  opposition  for  carefully  analyzing  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  disease,  and  the  probable  conse- 
quences of  the  remedy?  Let  the  constituents  of 
these  fastidious  gentlemen  answer;  and,  sir,  that  they 
•may  have  an  intimation  of  what  that  answer  will  be, 
I point  them  to  the  elections  in  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island  and 
Maine. 

I,  Mr.  Speaker,  hesitate  not  to  give  it  as  my 
•opinion,  that  the  whole  difficulty  under  which  our 
country  is  now  groaning,  originated  from  one  great 


and  most  obvious  cause,  and  that  the  disease  will 
never  be  substantially  removed  without  first  re- 
moving the  cause.  I think  this  proposition  is 
subject  to  the  most  satisfactory  demonstration, — I 
mean  the  failure  to  recharterthe  bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  form  a new  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Previously  lo  1789,  before  the  adoption  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution,  there  existed  no  power  in  the 
states  of  the  confederacy  to  establish  one  currency 
for  them  all.  Each  state  had  its  own  banks,  and 
then,  as  well  as  now,  it  was  known  that  the  price 
of  property  in  the  respective  states  bote  a very  close 
and  intimate  connection  with  the  amount  of  its 
currency.  Hence  there  was  an  obvious  and  over- 
ruling incentive  greatly  to  enlarge  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  several  states.  The  paper  of  one 
state,  whilst  at  par  at  home,  was  under  par  in 
the  limits  of  its  nearest  neighbor.  Out  of  these 
causes  grew  great  inconvenience,  infinite  complexi- 
ty, and  a world  of  trouble  in  conducting  the  com- 
merce between  the  states.  This  was  regarded  by 
the  states  as  a great  and  crying  evil;  one  which 
taxed  the  ingenuity  of  many  of  the  ablest  statesmen 
and  the  best  patriots,  of  that  day  of  statesmen  and 
patriots,  and  was  amongst  the  most  powerful  of  the 
causes  which  gave  birth  to  that  venerated  instru- 
ment, the  federal  constitution,  which  embodies 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  more  political  wisdom, 
sagacious  forethought,  and  chastened,  disinterested 
patriotism  in  its  framers,  than  has  been  found  to 
exist  in  any  previous  or  subsequent  age. 

In  less  than  two  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution,  whilst  its  framers  were  then  upon 
the  theatre  of  public  life,  the  United  States  bank  was 
chartered,  and  general  Washington,  then  president, 
approved  and  signed  the  charter,  after  the  most  ma- 
ture deliberation  and  consultation  with  his  patriotic 
and  enlightened  cabinet.  It  was  intended  to  furnish, 
and  did  furnish  during  the  twenty  years  of  its  ex- 
istence, the  bestcurrency  the  world  had  everkriown. 
Its  notes,  whether  issued  in  New  Orleans  or  Boston, 
were  preferable  to  specie  at  any  point  in  the  union, 
because  it  never  had,  and  the  country  believed  it 
never  would  fail  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie;  and 
in  this  expectation  they  were  never  disappointed. 

During  the  existence  of  the  charter  of  the  first 
bank,  from  1791  to  1811,  none  of  the  local  banks 
ever  were  enabled  to  afford  a currency  equal  to  that 
furnished  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
cause  of  this  was  obvious  to  every  intelligent  per- 
son who  looked  into  the  subject.  The  existence 
of  that  fact  gives  to  that  bank  powers  that  no 
other  bank  in  the  country  had  or  could  have.  It 
had,  through  the  instrumentality  of  its  branches, 
facilities  in  affording  exchange,  which  no  other 
banks  could  have.  And  as  a consequence, .its 
stock  became  more  valuable  than  that  of  any  other 
bank.  Hence  there  grew  up,  very  naturally,  a 
great  jealousy  with  those  who  had  stock  in,  and 
were  connected  with  many  of  the  local  banks. 
And  very  many  of  the  best  patriots-of  the  country 
believed  that  bank  had  too  much  power,  and  others 
of  them  believed  that  congress  had  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  grant  a charter  to  any  such  insti- 
tution. So  that  by  the  expiration  of  the  first  char- 
ter, in  1S11,  there  was  found  a majority  against 
the  recharter  of  that  institution.  Some  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  recharter  of  that  bank,  in  1811,  be- 
lieved, or  professed  to  believe,  that  we  then  had 
too  much  paper  money  for  the  good  of  the  country; 
and  that  by  refusing  a charter  to  that  bank,  the 
country  would,  to  the  extent  of  its  circulation, 
have  the  amount  of  paper  circulation  diminished. 
But  those  who  had  given  that  subject  most  atten- 
tion, and  best  understood  the  natural  operation  of 
the  causes  that  regulated  such  matters,  were  well 
satisfied  that  the  exact  converse  of  that  stale  of'things 
would  necessarily  grow  out  of  a failure  to  re  charter 
that  bank.  They  saw  and  predicted  at  the  time, 
that,  as  soon  as  the  nation  got  to  believe  the  United 
States  bank  was  not  to  be  rechartered,  or  another 
substituted  in  its  place,  the  same  causes  would  be 
brought  into  action  which  had  produced  over  is- 
sues, and,  necessarily,  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency,  in  the  different  states  previously  to  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  And  they, 
during  the  debates  on  the  proposition  in  1811,  to 
reebarter  the  bank,  predicted  that  its  failure  would, 
instead  of  diminishing  the  paper  circulation  in  the 
country,  produce,  necessarily,  a great  increase  in 
its  amount;  and  that  tiiere  would  be  no  limit  to 
this  inevitable  tendency  to  increase,  until  it  would 
produce  such  a plethora  in  the  circulation,  as  to 
result  in  a certain  and  universal  explosion.  Ex- 
perience soon  verified  all  these  predictions.  As 
soon  as  a recharter  was  refused  by  congress  in 
1811,  Hie  mania  for  local  and  state  banks  forthwith 
sprang  up,  and  between  that  period  and  1816, 
when  the  bank  was  reebartered,  the  number  of 
banks  had  increased  from  88,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  $42,610,000,  to  246,  whose  aggregate 


capital  was  $89,822,422.  In  the  interval  between 
1811  and  1816,  the  increase  in  the  number  ol  banks 
was  158,  and  the  increase  of  bank  capital,  in 
that  short  space  of  five  years,  was  $47,212,422; 
whereas,  for  the  ten  years  immediately  preceding 
1811,  the  number  of  banks  had  increased  from  32, 
with  a capital  of  $23,550,000,  to  the  number  betove 
stated  of  88,  with  $42,610,000  of  capital — making 
an  increase  in  these  ten  years  in  the  banking  capi- 
tal of  $19,060,000.  Upon  the  recharter  of  the 
United  States  bank  in  1816,  however,  an  immedi- 
ate check  was  given  to  this  mania  for  banking, 
and,  from  that  period  up  to  the  year  1830,  the  num- 
ber of  banks  had  only  increased  from  246,  with  a 
capital  of  $89,822,422,  to  329,  with  a capital  of 
$1 11,192,268,  showing  in  this  period  of  fourteen 
years,  an  increase  of  83  in  the  number  of  banks, 
and  $21,369,846  only,  in  the  amount  of  the  banking- 
capital  of  the  country. 

In  1830,  however,  this  institution,  which  had, 
during  its  whole  existence,  exercised  so  wholesome 
an  influence  over  that  most  ungovernable  disposition 
to  over  banking,  and  blessed  the  whole  country  with 
the  best  and  most  uniform  currency  that  has  ever 
been  known,  incurred  the  displeasure  of  him  whose 
hatred  for  the  last  eight  years  has  been  certain 
death  to  every  institution  in  the  land;  and  fell 
powerless  and  lifeless  at  his  feet.  From  that 
time,  up  to  the  departure  of  this  man  from  office, 
(I  cannot  say  from  power,  for  he  is  known  and  felt 
by  every  informed  citizen  yet  to  be  all-powe.rful,) 
embracing  a period  of  seven  years,  the  increase  of 
banks  was  from  329  to  823,  and  of  bank  capital 
from  $111,192,268  to  $378,421,168.  The  increase 
in  the  last  year  of  his  administration,  in  the  year 
1836,  in  the  number  of  banks  was  266,  amt  in  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  $164,545,873.  From  which 
it  appears  in  this  short  period  of  seven  years,  the 
number  of  banks  have  been  increased  nearly  three- 
fold, and  the  amount  of  bank  capital  more  than  three- 
fold. The  statistics  which  1 have  submitted  are 
taken  from  an  official  report  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  (lie 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  are  thrown  into 
a table  exhibiting  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
banks  and  banking  capital  from  1792  to  1837. 

Year.  Bunks , Capital. 


1792 

...  11  . 

. . $8,935,000 

1801 

. . 32 

. . 23,550,000 

1805 

. . 40,493,000 

1811 

. . . 88  . 

. . 42,610.000 

1815 

. . illegible. 

. . 82,259,590 

1816 

. . 246 

. . 89,322,422 

1820 

. . illegible. 

. . 102,210,611 

1830 

fit? 1834 

506  . . 

. . 170,123,788 

8cr  1835 

. . 678  . 

. . 193.584,361 

80=  1836 

689  . . 

. . 216,875,295 

CCf-1837 

. . S23 

. . 378,421.168 

These 

consequences  flowed 

from  no  unknown 

or  mysterious  cause,  but  as  the  natural  and  una- 
voidable result  of  given  causes.  They  arose  from 
that  which  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case 
with  the  state  governments,  an  irresistible  propen- 
sity to  over  bank,  unless  restrained  by  some  suffi- 
cient counterbalancing  cause.  Oyer-bankingalways 
has  and  ever  will  produce  a passion  for  speculation, 
overtrading,  and  all  its  endless  train  of  ev  ils  which 
invariably  have  resulted  in  a ruinous  revulsion,  as 
is  seen  at  present  in  this  country. 

The  currency,  the  circulation,  is  to  the  body  poli- 
tic what  the  blood,  the  circulation,  is  to  the  animal 
system, — let  an  irreparable  derangement  take  place 
in  the  one  or  the  other,  and  the  body  must  dwindle, 
decay,  and  soon  perish.  Once  satisfy  a community 
that  its  government  is  incapable  of  regulating  and 
controlling  its  currency,  upon  which  so  much  of 
the  value  of  property  depends,  and  all  regularity  in 
every  interest;  and  I guarantee  you  will  find  that 
community  disposed  to  try  another  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  can  secure  to  its  people  some  settled, 
uniform  and  stable  medium. through  which  commod- 
ities can  be  exchanged,  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try transacted.  The  principal  return  which  a peo- 
ple expect  in  exchange  for  the  restraints  imposed 
upon  them  by  civilized  society,  by  regular  govern- 
ment, is  a steady,  permanent,  uniform  policy  and  a 
souqd  currency,  by  which  the  necessary  and  proper 
incentives  to  industry  and  enterprise  are  encour- 
aged; by  which  the  industrious  parent  car:  rely 
with  confidence  upon  having  secured  to  him  the 
rewards  of  his  labor,  with  which  to  raise,  educate 
and  advance  his  offspring.  No  civilized,  enlight- 
ened, industrious  and  enterprising  people  like  curs, 
ever  will  consent  to  live  under  a form  of  govern- 
ment that  is  so  unstable,  unsettled  and  imbecile,  as 
not  to  afford  them  the  great  and  paramount  objects 
of  government.  The  fickle,  vacillating  policy  of 
this  and  the  past  administration,  by  which  all  regu- 
larity in  the  price  of  property,  all  certainty  in  the 
reward  of  labor,  and  all  confidence  in  any  regular 
and  settled  policy  of  the  country,  is  destroyed,  may 
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be  borne  with  Tor  a while.  Yes,  it  will  be  borne 
with  as  long;  as  there  is  any  reasonable  hope  of  re- 
form; but  when  all  hope  of  this  is  lost,  the  time  will 
have  arrived,  when  the  people,  in  the  majesty  of 
their  strength,  will  demand  and  procure  for  them- 
selves such  form  of  government  as  will  secure  to 
them  these  great  and  indispensable  objects. 

We  have  lived  for  forty  eight  years  under  the 
federal  constitution,  and  lor  forty  years  of  that  time 
we  have  had  a United  States  bank,  which  furnished 
to  the  nation  the  best,  soundest  and  most  uniform 
currency  that  has  ever  existed.  There  has  been  no 
period  of  the  forty  years’  continuance  of  that  bank, 
when  its  paper  has  not  been  better,  and  furnished 
a more  uniform  currency,  than  gold  or  silver  itself. 
For  the  paper  of  the  mother  bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches,  was  always  equal  to  specie  at  any  point 
in  the  union,  as  remote  soever  as  it  might  be  from 
the  bank  that  issued  it;  not  that  one  branch  was 
bound  to  redeem  the  paper  of  the  others,  but  because 
it  was  always  bankable  paper  at  any  point  in  the 
union,  without  regard  to  the  place  of  its  issue.  And, 
in  the  next  place,  it  was  more  convenient  for  trans- 
portation, so  that  if  a merchant  in  Lexington  or 
Cincinnati  had  $50,000  in  specie,  which  he  desired 
to  pay  over  to  his  creditor  in  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia, he  would  consider  his  specie  one  or  a half 
per  cent,  less  valuable  at  his  home  than  in  one  of 
those  eastern  cities;  that  is,  he  would  have  to  give 
$ 250  if  exchange  was  at  a half  per  cent.,  or  $500  if  at 
one  per  cent  i n order  to  get  a draft  upon  one  of  these 
cities;  but  if  he  has  the  paper  on  the  United  States 
bank,  and  he  cannot  get  a draft  at  par,  he  only  has 
to  bundle  his  money  up,  place  it  in  his  pocket,  and 
convey  it  himself  to  its  destination,  without  its  be- 
ing known  by  a single  soul.  This  thing  has  been 
done  over  and  over  again,  with  the  most  perfect 
convenience;  hence,  United  States  paper  has  ever 
been  more  valuable,  and  more  uniformly  of  the  same 
value  at  different  places  than  silver  or  gold. 

Or  instance  another  case:  a horse  drover  in  Ken- 
tucky, who  carries  a hundred  horses  to  South  Caro- 
lina, and  sells  them,  say  for  $‘15,000  in  specie,  could 
not  get  his  metal  back  home  without  a wagon  and 
team;  hence  he  would  prefer  to  buy  a check  on 
Kentucky  at  one  per  cent.,  and  thereby  lose  $150, 
to  the  trouble,  expense,  and  risk  of  hauling  home 
his  specie;  but  if  he  should  receive  his  pay  in  paper 
upon  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  ho  would  just 
procure  thirty  notes  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
and  bring  home,  perhaps  in  his  watch  pocket,  his 
$‘15,000.  Who  can,  with  any  knowledge  of  the 
business  of  the  country,  deny  then  that  the  United 
States  bank  furnished  a paper  circulation  better  and 
more  uniform  than  gold  or  silver  itself?  Then  for 
forty  years  this  growing,  prosperous  republic,  has 
been  blessed  with  the  best  currency  upon  earth;  and 
in  the  use  of  it,  has  advanced  with  unparalleled 
rapidity  to  wealth,  greatness  and  happiness.  What, 
however,  has  been  the  history  of  the  other  eight  years, 
during  which  we  had  no  United  States  bank?  It  is 
one  continued  scene  of  confusion  and  distraction  in 
the  monetary  operations  of  the  country,  and  conse- 
quently, frequent,  sudden  and  ruinous  revulsions  in 
the  business  of  the  whole  country,  involving  in  one 
common,  indiscriminate  mass  of  ruin  whole  com- 
munities of  our  best  and  most  enterprising  and  in- 
dustrious citizens.  For  however  prudent  a man 
may  be,  he  may  have  a neighbor  less  able  to  with- 
stand the  mania  for  money-making,  in  times  of  ex- 
travagant enterprise  and  speculation,  whom  he  can- 
not refuse  when  asked  to  endorse  for  him,  and 
who  gets  disappointed  in  his  just  calculations,  and 
is  hurled  with  his  innocent  neighbor  from  affluence 
and  happiness  to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  In  the 
four  years  that  succeeded  the  refusal  to  recharter  the 
United  States  bank  in  1311,  the  table  which  I read 
shows  how  rapidly  the  increase  of  paper  money 
progressed.  The  history  of  the  last  two  of  the  five 
years  mentioned,  exhibited  almost  the  whole  coun- 
try involved  in  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  banks 
in  1815  and  in  1816,  with  perhaps  the  single  excep- 
tion of  those  in  Massachusetts,  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  their  paper  forthwith  depreciated 
greatly  below  par. 

In  Baltimore  and  this  place  the  paper  of  the  local 
banks  was  twenty- five  per  cent,  below  par.  The 
paper  of  the  local  banks  in  all  the  other  states 
was  at  different  rates  of  depreciation.  Still  the 
customs  and  dues  of  the  government  were  col- 
lected in  the  paper  currency  of  the  different  states, 
all  differing  with  each  other  in  value.  So  that 
the  importer  cf  goods  here,  or  in  Baltimore  .paid 
one-fourth  less  of  duties,  on  their  importations 
than  the  importer  of  the  same  articles  in  Boston. 
Thus  did  the  amount  of  duties  paid  at  the  different 
ports  depend  on  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  mo- 
ney in  that  particular  state. 

This  was  an.  inequality  growing  out  of  the  de- 
ranged state -of  the  currency,  which  was  so  perfect- 
ly insupportable,  that  without  a remedy  it  would 


have  produced  a dissolution  of  the  union.  For  the 
operation  of  things  was  so,  that  the  constitution, 
both  in  letter  and  spirit,  was  outraged  and  violated 
in  the  most  palpable  manner.  Those  provisions 
which  require  that  taxation  shall  be  uniform,  and 
that  no  port  shall  have  privileges  not  common  to  all, 
were  a dead  letter,  and  all  men  of  all  parties  admit- 
ted the  evil  was  insupportable  and  must  be  reme- 
died. The  commerce  between  the  states  was  so 
crippled  up  as  almost  to  be  annihilated.  No  evils  of 
this  sort  had  existed  from  1791  till  after  1811,  when 
a re  charter  was  refused  to  the  United  States  bank; 
the  absence  of  which,  it  was  generally  admitted, 
produced  this  swarm  of  local  banks,  which  first 
flooded  the  whole  land  with  spurious,  depreciated 
paper  money,  and  finally  ended  in  the  convulsion 
of  1815  and  1816.  There  existed  then,  as  is  the 
case  now,  but  one  remedy  tor  the  disorder  of  the 
currency,  and  that  is  a United  States  bank.  It  was 
then,  as  it  is  now,  known  that  a cause  for  the 
deranged  and  ruined  condition  of  the  currency  ex- 
isted; and  it  was  then  thought  by  all,  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  statesman  fully  to  examine  inlo  the 
matter,  to  ferret  out  the  cause,  place  it  before  the 
country,  and  let  the  responsibility  of  it  rest  where 
it  belonged.  There  was  found  no  one  then  upon 
the  floor  of  congress,  who  objected  to  finding  out 
the  cause  of  the  embarrassments  then  existing,  in 
order  to  remove  them.  No  one  could  then  be  found 
who  ventured  to  reproach  others,  for  professing  to  be 
unable  to  use  means  to  remove  the  cause  of  great 
and  heavy  evils,  before  that  cause  was  ascertained. 

In  1816,  it  was  believed  that  the  absence  of  a 
United  States  bank  produced  the  embarrassments; 
to  remove  them,  the  cause  was  removed.  A Uni- 
ted States  bank  was  rechartered,  and  in  less  than 
one  year  from  that  date  almost  all  the  banks  in  the 
union  which  did  not  finally  fail  from  gross  misman- 
agement or  fraud,  recommenced  specie  payments. 
Thus  with  the  removal  of  the.  cause,  its  effects  also 
disappeared.  I believe  similar  results  would  occur 
if  we  could  get  the  whole  truth  before  the  country, 
and  the  people  could  see  the  cause  of  the  present 
revulsion.  The  great  body  of  the  people  are  hon- 
est, and  they  need  but  to  see  what  is  right  to  do  it. 
Hence  arises  the  aversion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  have  the  true  causes  of  our  embarrassments 
placed  in  bold  relief  before  the  country. 

Now,  if  the  friends  of  the  administration  would 
admit,  what  I am  sure  they  must  believe,  that  our 
embarrassments  have  grown  out  of  the  downfal  of 
the  United  States  bank,  ami  join  those  who  have  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  that  institution,  in  now  char- 
tering another  upon  similar  principles;  the  opposi- 
tion would  desire  to  say  no  more  on  the  subject  of 
the  crisis  and  its  causes,  than  would  be  necessary 
to  place  that  matter  fairly  before  the  country,  so 
that  the  people  may  fully  understand  who  are  the 
authors  of  our  present  embarrassments.  But  they 
refuse  to  admit  themselves  the  authors  of  our  trou- 
bles, and  say  it  is  the  opposition  that  has  brought 
them  upon  us — and  then  reproach  the  mebers  of  the 
opposition,  for  disproving  this  most  extraordinary 
charge. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  says  that  the  commer- 
cial embarrassments  that  now  convulse  this  country, 
have  overrun  England,  France  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, Turkey,  the  East  Indies,  and  the  empire  of 
China.  And  then  emphatically  asks,  if  it  is  possible 
that  any  sensible  man  can  believe  that  the  removal 
of  I he  government  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  state  banks,  has  convulsed 
three-quarters  of  the  globe?  I have  not  heard  any 
man  here  or  elsewhere  pretend  to  say  that  the  pre- 
sent disasters  that  overspread  even  this  country  are 
attributable  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  assumption  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  unauthorized;  that  he  has 
drawn  upon  bis  fancy,  in  asserting  that  any  such 
position  has  been  taken  by  the  opposition;  and  of 
such  assumption  is  the  greater  part  of  his  very  long 
speech  constituted. 

But  of  all  the  unauthorized  assumptions  which 
the  honorable  member  has  seen  proper  to  make,  the 
most  supremely  ridiculous  is  that  of  attribu- 
ting to  the  opposition  the  promulgation  of  the 
opinion,  that  all  the  embarrassments  which  he  has 
chosen  to  assert  do  now  exist  in  China,  Turkey, 
&c.,  &c.,  are  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  United  States  bank. 

But,  sir,  I take  issue  with  the  gentleman  upon  the 
question  of  fact  as  to  the  existence  of  convulsions  in 
England,  or  any  of  the  countries  which  be  has  nam- 
ed,"similar  to,  or  comparable  with  those  which  we 
find  prevailing  in  this  country.  And  I now  invite  him 
to  rise  in  his  place,  and  point  me  to  the  authority 
upon  which  he  has  predicated  his  assumptions. 

It  is  perfectly  astounding  to  hear  with  what  un- 
mixed  effrontery  it  has  been  asserted  since  the 
revulsion,  by  the  friends  of  this  administration. 


from  the  president  himself  down  to  the  most  de- 
graded tool  of  his  party,  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
entire  amount  of  the  paper  circulation  of  England 
and  the  United  States,  its  augmentation,  in  the 
last  three  years,  has  been  as  great  there  as  here; 
and  that  it  begat  the  same  spirit  for  speculation 
and  overtrading  in  that  country  as  in  this,  and 
as  a consequence  thereof,  that  both  countries  have 
been  alike  involved  in  similar  difficulties. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  general  charge,  that  monetary 
affairs  are  as  much  deranged  and  as  difficult  in 
England  as  here,  1 appeal  to  (he  known  fact,  ad- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  speech 
in  support  of  this  bill,  that  specie  may  be  borrowed 
in  any  quantity  at  three  percent,  in  England,  whilst 
all  know  that  it  cannot  be  borrowed  at  four  times 
that  rate  in  this  country.  Indeed,  sir,  such  a thing 
as  negotiating  a loan  of  specie,  is  not  thought  of 
here:  lor  if  an  individual  has  specie  on  hand  here, 
he  never  thinks  of  loaning  it,  but  proceeds  to  sell  it 
at  eight  per  cent,  advance  for  paper  money;  and 
then,  if  he  chooses,  loans  the  paper  money  at  six 
per  cent.,  making  an  interest  of  fourteen  per  cent, 
on  specie  here,  when  it  is  worth  but  three,  as  has 
been  show'll,  in  England. 

A distinguished  senator  from  Georgia,  in  a speech 
delivered  in  the  other  end  of  this  building  but  a 
few  days  since,  showed  from  official  documents 
from  England,  that  the  augmentation  of  paper  circu- 
lation there,  since  the  commencement  of  1834,  was 
only  one  and  a half  per  cent,  upon  the  entire  paper 
currency  of  that  kingdom;  whilst  the  proportional 
increase  in  this  country  within  the  same  period., 
is  exceeding  sixty  times  as  great.  No  senabor 
pretended  to  controvert  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments, nor  has  a contradiction  emanated  from  any- 
respectable  source,  so  far  as  I have  observed. 

When  a sudden  reverse  overtakes  this  cou  ntry... 
under  which  its  trade  and  commerce  dv/indle- 
away,  and  its  whole  energies  are  literally  para- 
lyzed, as  is  the  case  now,  it  will,  to  a greater  or- 
less  extent,  be  felt  by  all  the  countries  with  which, 
we  have  extensive  comrnerec  and  intimate  cosjnax— 
ion.  Then,  whilst  I admit  that  some  slight  embar- 
rassments have  existed  in  England,  growing,  in-, 
some  degree,  out  of  the  intimate  commercial  eoa- 
nexions  between  that  country  and  this,  I deny  that, 
they  prevail,  in  any  thing  like  so  great  a degree,, 
there  as  here. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says  the  causes  of' 
our  embarrassments  are  widely  different  from  those- 
to  which  the  opposition  have  attributed  them;  and! 
adds,  that  they  are  to  be  found  in  “the  overtrading, 
speculations,  and  extravagance  of  the  times;”  and 
that  they  have  prevailed  alike  all  over  the  civilized 
W'orld.  To  the  latter  part  of  his  assumption,  i have 
replied.  Now7,  as  to  our  difficulties  having  princi- 
pally grown  out  of  a spirit  of  speculation,  over- 
trading, and  t.Xtravagance,  I very  readily  admit  he 
is  correct  in  the  abstract;  but  that  these  causes 
took  their  origin,  and  grew  oat  of  a still  deeper 
cause — the  downfal  of  the  United  States  bank,  I 
think  is  unquestionable;  and,  in  that  event,  tile 
whole  responsibility  of  the  present  embarrassments 
rests  with  the  administration.  Did  not  every  states- 
man who  spoke  in  favor  of  a recharter  of  that  hank, 
predict  that  its  overthrow  would  necessarily  pro- 
duce a swarm  of  local  state  banks,  that  would  flood 
the  whole  country  with  their  paper,  as  they  did 
from  1811  up  to  1816;  that  this  increase  of  our  cir- 
culating medium  would,  by  increasing  the  facilities 
of  setting  accommodations  from  the  banks,  neces- 
sarily produce  a mania  for  speculation,  and  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  great  extravagance  and 
profusion,  in  all  classes  of  the  community?  It  was 
no  supernatural  power  by  which  the  advocates  of  a 
bank  was  enabled  to  foresee  and  predict  these  con- 
sequences: to  do  this  they  need  but  understand 
the  history  of  their  own  government,  the  then  con- 
dition of  the  country,  and  the  natural  operation  of 
certain  causes  that  are  inherent  in  the  constitution 
of  man.  They  saw  many  of  the  states  without 
any  other  bank  than  the  branches  of  the  United 
States  bank,  as  was  the  case  with  Kentucky.  They 
knew  that  upon  the  downfal  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  that  each  state  would  perceive  the 
necessity  of  making  banks  of  its  own,  that  would 
furnish,  for  its  own  purposes,  a currency  prefera- 
ble to  the  paper  of  the  local  banks  of  the  adjoining 
states.  According  to  the  prediction,  as  soon  as 
the  fall  of  the  United  States  bank  was  understood 
to  he  settled,  we  saw  this  work  of  manufacturing 
new  banks  commence  and  progress  with  the  speed 
set  forth  in  the  table  which  I have  read. 

The  gentleman  says,  we  have  no  more  constitu- 
tional power,  and  that  it  is  not  more  our  duty  to  reg- 
ulate the  currency,  with  a view  of  rendering  it  uni- 
form, and  to  regulate  and  cheapen  exchanges,  than 
we  have  to  transport  the  produce  or  stock  of  one 
portion  of  the  union  to  the  other.  And  then  he  em- 
phatically asks:  “what  is  money?”  and  answers  the 
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question  by  asking,  “Is  it  any  thing  but  property?” 
Thus  by  this  short  process  satisfies  his  own  mind, 
that  money  is  property,  and  that  it  is  as  much  the 
duty  of  government  to  furnish  tiie  means  of  trans- 
porting property,  as  money,  from  point  to  point. 
Now,  after  tire  Herculean  work  of  improving  the 
currency  and  cheapening  exchanges,  so  successfully 
accomplished  by  that  chief,  who  last  spring  in  his 
farewell  address  could  not  refrain  from  congratula- 
ting the  country  upon  the  successful  and  glorious 
accomplishment  of  this  wise  and  patriotic  undertak- 
ing of  his,  little  did  I expect  to  hear  one  of  the  great 
pillars  of  that  brilliant  administration,  at  this  early 
day  get  up  and  denounce  the  whole  scheme  as  un- 
constitutional and  unworthy  of  congress.  I do  not 
intend  here  to  submit  any  argument  upon  the  consti- 
tutionality, either  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States 
or  upon  the  subject  of  its  being  the  duty  of  congress 
to  furnish  a sound  and  uniform  currency;  time  and 
circumstances  forbid  such  a course  now.  For  I 
consider,  if  weight  of  authority  ever  can  settle  any 
question,  the  constitutionality  of  that  bank  is  well 
settled,  and  as  to  its  utility  it  cannot  be  denied  by 
any  one,  who  has  any  regard  for  his  own  veracity, 
or  for  the  common  decencies  of  life. 

I will  take  occasion  here  to  remark,  however,  that 
whilst  I now  am,  and  have  ever  been  an  advocate 
of  a United  States  bank,  I differ  widely  with  some 
of  my  political  friends,  in  believing  we  ought  to 
charter  a great  mammoth  institution,  with  capital 
enough  to  supply  the  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  supercede  the  necessity  of  state  banks. 
I believe  in  banking,  as  in  every  other  branch  of  bu- 
siness, there  ought  to  be  competition,  and  for  one  I 
should  regret  to  see  the  whole  banking  facilities  of 
the  country  within  the  control  of  any  one  corpora- 
tion. Whilst,  then,  I advocate  a United  States  bank 
with  a limited  capital,  guarded  with  proper  restric- 
tions, I am  also  in  favor  of  a reasonable  proportion 
of  state  banks.  I believe  them  both  useful  and 
necessary  to  the  sound,  safe,  and  healthy  operations 
of  the  business  of  this  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with  much  apparent 
surprise,  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  opponents  of 
the  administration  even  contended  that  the  mea- 
sures presented  by  the  administration  at  this  session 
will  extend  no  permanent  and  substantial  relief  to 
the  country,  and  very  emphatically  asks  wdietherany 
are  prepared  to  deny  that  this  bill,  which  proposes 
to  extend  a credit  of  four,  six,  and  nine  months  to 
the  deposite  banks,  is  not  a measure  of  permanent 
and  substantial  relief?  Whether  these  banks  would 
not  by  this  indulgence  be  enabled  to  extend  the  ne- 
cessary relief  to  the  country? 

It  is  very  rarely  of  late  that  I am  astonished  at 
any  thing  I hear  advanced  in  this  house.  But 
I must  acknowdedge  I was  perfectly  astonished, 
when  I heard  the  honorable  member,  coming,  as 
he  does,  from  the  west,  and  understanding,  as  he 
must,  the  condition  of  that  country  and  the  banks, 
utter  this  remarkable  sentiment.  They  must  have 
upon  deposite  some  $9,000,000  of  this  money. 
To  draw  this  vast  sum  of  specie  from  these  west- 
ern and  southern  banks  in  the  short  space  of  time 
proposed,  would  bankrupt  that  whole  country.  It 
would  be  utter  ruin  to  both  the  banks  and  the  peo- 
ple, and  yet  their  representative  here,  most  un- 
ceremoniously calls  it  substantial  relief  to  the 
country.  It  is  mockery!  It  is  an  insult  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  this  house,  and  the  whole  nation.  I 
venture  to  hazard  the  opinion  that  not  another  west- 
ern member  will  endorse  the  monstrous  sentiment. 

I venture  to  say  they  will  unite  in  a body,  to  de- 
nounce this  four,  six,  and  nine  months  measure  as 
ruinous,  and  demand  a further  postponement  for 
their  constituents,  so  as  to  enable  the  states  by 
their  fourth  instalment  on  the  1st  January,  1839, 
to  come  to  the  relief  of  their  banks. 

The  opposition,  adds  the  gentleman,  not  only  op- 
poses the  proposed  measures  of  relief,  but  refuses 
to  bring  forward  any  measures  of  its  own,  upon 
which  that  gentleman,  distinguished  for  his  great 
equanimity,  broke  out  into  a strain  of  the  bitterest 
invective.  He  said  if  disposed  to  indulge  in  the  use 
of  epithets  that  are  daily  thrown  out  against  the  ad- 
ministration, he  would  pronounce  such  a party  a 
“corps  of  political  mercenaries,”  “miserable  dema- 
gogues,” “the  most  unprincipled,  corrupt,  and  rot- 
ten hearted  faction  that  has  ever  appeared  in 
this  country.”  But  he  declines  using  such  lan- 
guage, and  adds:  “It  belongs  to  the  opposition  vo- 
cabulary.” In  reply  to  all  this,  I vdl  content  my- 
self by  saying  that  I.  think  the  gentleman  deserves 
about  as  much  credit  for  his  ingenuity,  in  avoiding 
the  use  of  : :thets  towards  his  political  opponents, 
as  for  t.’ne  irqfound  statesmanship  shown  in  con- 
tending tf  t a party  in  a decided  minority  in 
both  ho  use  of  congress,  with  the  president  op- 
posed to  j .'ti,  is  deserving  of  such  language  for 
not  bringing  forward  measures  of  relief.  The  op- 
position at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  de-| 


dared  to  the  country  that  they  were  powerless,  that 
the  administration  had  majorities  in  both  houses,  and 
were  responsible  to  the  country  for  measures  of  re- 
lief. But  the  members  of  the  opposition  have  not 
disguised  their  opinions,  either  as  to  the  cause  of 
our  distresses,  or  as  to  the  remedy  for  them;  they 
have  freely  spoken  of  both,  and  for  it  have  been  re- 
proached by  the  gentleman  in  terms  like  these. 
We  have  been  told  we  should  not  stop  for  such  pur- 
poses. We  have  been  told  we  should  act  and  not 
speak.  The  opposition  is  prepared  for  both,  upon 
any  measures  the  administration  have  or  may  bring 
forward. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  been 
most  obviously  fixed  on  by  his  party  to  deliver  the 
defence  of  the  administration  against  the  assaults 
which  have  been  made  upon  its  policy  of  this  ses- 
sion, has  chosen  to  denominate,  and  I doubt  not 
correctly,  all  the  measures  of  this  session,  as  com-' 
ponent  parts  of  one  grand  system,  and  has  as  such 
treated  of  them  in  his  elaborate  speech.  I will,  as 
it  seems  no  opposition  member  will  follow  me  in 
the  debate,  proceed  to  respond  to  some  of  his  argu- 
ments upon  the  other  branches  of  this  system. 

He  says:  “The  distress  of  which  we  hear  so 
much  is  exaggerated.  It  exists  only  among  particu- 
lar classes  of  the  communit}^.  It  has  not  reached 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.”  Whether  the  dis- 
tress has  been  exaggerated  or  not,  is  a mere  matter 
of  opinion.  I think  it  has  not;  and  I think  it  has 
reached  every  class  of  the  community.  The  sud- 
den revulsion  which  has  overtaken  the  country  so 
astounded  every  person,  that  the  whole  people, 
with  one  accord,  all  over  the  union  seemed  to  be- 
lieve, and  no  doubt  correctly,  that  the  only  way  in 
which  the  credit  of  the  country  could  be  sustained, 
was  for  every  one  to  rally  to  the  rescue,  and  otter 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country’s  good,  a portion  of 
his  constitutional  rights — the  privilege  of  demand- 
ing specie  for  his  dues;  and  thus  has  the  shock 
been  borne  so  far;  but  for  this,  no  one  could  con- 
template the  extent  of  ruin  which  must  have  ensued. 

Indeed,  sir,  as  far  as  my  acquaintance  went,  it  was 
admitted  by  every  body  that  the  debts  of  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  collected  in  specie.  There  has 
been  in  the  west  literally  none  in  circulation  since 
the  suspension.  The  little  that  was  there  ceased 
to  circulate,  was  bought  up  as  a commodity,  and 
transported  to  the  Atlantic  cities.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed,  as  if  by  common  consent,  by  every  person, 
as  far  as  my  observation  went,  that  where  the  pay- 
ments of  debts  were  demanded,  specie  waa  not  to 
be  exacted,  and  that  if  creditors  claimed  to  exercise 
their  constitutional  right  in  demanding  specie,  the 
whole  business  of  the  country  must  cease,  and  soci- 
ety resolve  into  its  original  elements,  and  its  mem- 
bers protect  their  property  and  possessions  by  phy- 
sical force,  until  some  relief  could  be  afforded.  I en- 
tertain not  a doubt  that  if  the  debts  of  the  country 
were  now  generally  sued  for  and  demanded  in  specie, 
you  would  find  the  officers  unable  to  enforce  the  law, 
and  the  best  citizens  resisting  its  execution. 

The  constitution,  which  guarantees  to  every 
creditor  the  right  to  demand  his  debt  in  specie, 
has  been,  in  the  west,  from  the  suspension  till  now, 
virtually  and  practically  abrogated,  because  of  the 
physical  inability  of  the  country  to  furnish  the  con- 
stitutional medium.  This  matter  is  spoken  of  and 
understood  by  every  man  in  the  land,  and  it  is 
reaching  and  affecting  every  interest  in  society. 
This  government,  we  are  told  by  the  administra- 
tion, can’t  get  on  for  ten  days  without  relief.  The 
whole  people  are  conducting  their  affairs,  not  in 
reference  to  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  inde- 
pendent of  both:  yet  we  are  told  that  our  difficulties 
have  not  reached  “the  great  mass  of  the  people.” 

The  gentleman  says  the  foreign  debt,  of  which 
we  hear  so  much,  is  not  the  debt  of  the  nation, 
nor  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  but  of  the 
wealthy  merchants,  who  have  inundated  this 
country  with  foreign  goods,  and  who,  as  a class, 
have  ever  been  venal  and  destitue  of  patriotism; 
who  involved  us  in  the  late  war,  and  then  threw 
every  impediment  in  the  way  of  its  successful  pro- 
secution, and  therefore  deserve  no  particular  favor 
from  government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I stand  here  the  representative  of 
merchants,  and  if  I W'as  not,  as  a member  of  the 
American  congress,  I trust  I should  never  be  so  in- 
sensible to  that  justice  which  is  due  to  every  class 
of  the  community,  of  whom  it  may  suit  the  purposes 
or  tastes  of  gentiemen  here,  to  speak  disparagingly, 
to  remain  silent  when  such  sweeping  unjust  denun- 
ciations are  aimed  at  so  useful  and  worthy  a class. 
Sir,  I feel  very  little  like  restraining  myself  within 
those  bounds,  which  parliamentary  usage  requires 
in  responding  to  this  extraordinary  denunciation. 
The  rules  of  this  house,  respect  for  myself,  and  the 
place  I fill,  will  not  allow  me  to  employ  language 
that  would  adequately  convey  what,  under  other 
circumstances  I should  feel  inclined  to  say.  I must, 


however,  be  allowed  to  remark  that,  according  to 
my  taste,  which  I would  by  no  means  set  up  as  a 
test  lor  others,  I should  lec-1  myself  unworthy  of 
the  seat  I hold  here,  if  I was  capable  of  perpetrat- 
ing in  my  place  such  cruel  injustice  towards  so 
valuable,  so  estimable  a class,  as  every  gentleman. 
knows  the  merchants  of  this  country  constitute.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  the  most  erroneous  esti- 
mates are  formed  of  particular  classes  and  commu- 
nities, by  those  who  have  never  found  their  way 
into  the  better  orders  of  those  classes  and  commu- 
nities. 

The  merchant  is  nothing  more  than  an  agent  or 
factor  of  the  producer,  the  instrument  by  which  our 
products  are  carried  abroad,  and  exchanged  for  such 
foreign  commodities  as  we  need;  he  is  as  necessary 
and  as  useful  a constituent  part  of  society,  as  is  the 
producer  or  laborer;  and  you  cannot  blast  his  pros- 
perity without  sweeping  with  it  the  prosperity  of 
the  community  with  which  he  is  connected.  It  is 
true  the  importing  merchant  owe9  directly  our  for- 
eign debt;  but  the  merchant  to  whom  he  has  sold 
his  imported  goods  owes  him,  and  the  consumer 
who  has  bought  of  the  retail  merchant  owes  him; 
so  that  the  foreign  debt  is  at  last  owing  by  the  whole 
consuming  population,  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
They  have  to  pay  it,  they  are  willing  and  able  to 
pay  it,  if  this  government  will  suffer  them  to  have  a 
currency,  through  the  medium  of  which  their 
surplus  products  can  get  to  market,  without  their 
losing  from  ten  to  twenty-five  percent. 

The  people  of  all  the  states  owe  their  propor- 
tion of  this  debt,  and  they  can  only  pay  it  off  by 
selling  their  products  for  the  money,  with  which  to 
pay  the  merchants  from  whom  they  bought  their 
goods.  The  farmers  of  the  western  and  north-west- 
ern states  depend  upon  the  flour,  the  pork,  the  beef, 
the  mules,  and  the  horses,  which  they  send  to  the 
great  staple  states  of  the  south  arid  south-west, 
out  of  which  to  raise  the  money  to  liquidate  their 
part  of  this  debt.  Our  produce,  or  stock,  when  sent 
to  a southern  state,  say  Mississippi,  is  sold  for  the 
currency  of  that  state,  which  is  inconvertible;  it  is 
brought  home,  and  sold  for  specie,  or  the  local  cir- 
culation, with  which  to  pay  the  merchants,  at  a dis- 
count or  loss  of  from  20  to  25  per  cent.  Thus,  a 
fourth  of  their  gross  sales  are  lost;  out  of  the  re- 
maining three-fourths  they  have  to  supply  their  fam- 
ilies, and  appropriate  what  little  balance  remains 
^towards  paying  their  proportion  of  this  foreign 
debt.  Sir,  if  this  government  had  been  in  the  hands 
ofmerchants,  you  would  never  have  seen  your  cur- 
rency in  its  present  condition,  and  our  people 
ground  into  the  dust  as  they  now  are.  The  mer- 
chants need  no  eulogy  from  me.  I stand  here  the 
eulogist  of  no  class,  but  as  the  defender  of  those 
whose  very  name  is  the  best  passport  which  our 
countrymen  can  bear  to  every  foreign  land  where 
this  government  is  known.  I will  not  so  far  forget 
what  is  due  to  the  merchants  of  this  country,  as 
to  institute  a comparison  between  them,  and  the 
truckling,  time-serving  demagogues  of  the  day, 
whom  fortune  has  thrown  into  station,  of  which 
they  avail  themselves  to  traduce  and  slander  those 
with  whom  they  are  not  w'orthy  to  be  compared. 

But  let  us  proceed  and  examine  further  into  what 
has  been  denominated  by  the  member  from  Ohio, 
as  miserable,  false,  newspaper  slang,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  two  currencies;  one  for  the  government  and 
the  other  for  the  people. 

Is  it  not  known  to  all,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  the  people 
receive  their  debts,  and  transact  their  daily  bu- 
siness in  the  paper  money  of  the  country,  and 
that  otherwise,  the  regular  business  of  the  coun- 
try could  not  continue  a single  day?  and  yet  no 
gentleman  who  has  any  self-respect  can  deny  that 
the  officers  of  this  government,  who  draw  high 
salaries,  are  paid  out  of  your  treasury  in  specie; 
whilst  your  poor  day-laborers,  the  soldiers  who 
fight  your  battles,  and  the  old  pensioner,  who  has 
spent  the  days  of  his  youth,  and  worn  out  his  con- 
stitution, in  fighting  for  that  liberty  which  our  fa- 
thers transmitted  us,  have  to  receive  their  pay  in 
paper,  eight  or  ten  cents  in  the  dollar  less  valuable 
than  specie.  Instances  have  occurred  under  my 
own  observation,  which  should  make  this  adminis- 
tration blush,  if  it  was  not  insehsible  to  shame. 

But  the  other  day  I went,  with  a colleague  and  a 
friend  of  the  administration,  to  some  of  the  public 
offices,  to  attend  to  some  business  for  his  constitu- 
ents; he  got  a check  to  the  “bank  of  the  Metropolis” 
for  some  pension  money  of  a revolutionary  soldier 
which  he  had  to  receive  in  paper,  whilst  he  and  I, 
and  you,  sir,  are  paid  in  gold  and  silver.  That  gen- 
tleman was  struck  with  the  enormity  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  and  could  not  forbear  to  remark 
upon  its  hardship  and  injustice. 

In  a few  days  afterward,  in  passing  by  some 
day-laborers  employed  by  the  government,  either  I 
or  the  gentleman  with  me,  asked  what  sort  of  cur- 
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re, icy  they  were  paid  in;  to  whicli  one,  who  bore 
tiie  appearance  of  a brave,  hardy  soldier,  remarked: 
“In  city  paper,”  and  that  he  was  glad  to  get  it;  for 
it  was  much  better  than  the  paper  in  which  he  had 
been  paid  otf  for  his  services  whilst  in  our  army, 
inarching  in  search  of  our  southern  Indians;  that 
lie  had  drawn  from  his  government  $200  in  southern 
bank  paper,  for  his  services  in  the  army,  which, 
upon  his  return  to  his  home  in  this  city,  he  had  to 
shave  oif  at  a loss  of  twenty  cents  to  the  dollar, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  forty  dollars, — no  in- 
considerable loss  for  a common  soldier  out  of  his 
daily  wages.  Upon  the  other  hand,  a member  of 
congress  from  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  or  Arkan- 
sas, who  draws  about  $2000  for  mileage,  gets  his 
pay  in  specie,  can  sell  that  specie  upon  his  arri- 
val here,  at  eight  and  a half  per  cent,  advance, 
making  $170  of  profit,  and  then  if  he  chose  he 
could  buy  with  the  paper  currency  of  this  place, 
southern  paper,  as  I have  understood,  at  a discount 
of  twenty  per  cent,  by  which  he  could  realize  about 
$-100  more,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  $570  by  this 
shaving  operation,  growing  out  of  the  better  cur- 
rency with  which  this  administration  has  blessed 
the  country.  There  are  members,  too,  from  the 
north  who  will  realize  enough  by  shaving  otf  their 
mileage  and  pay,  to  defray  their  expenses  from  the 
time  they  left  their  homes  until  their  return.  I do 
not  mention  this  by  way  of  disparaging  those  who 
have  sold  their  specie;  it  constitutes  no  portion  of 
our  circulation;  it  is  a commodity,  and  is  bought 
and  sold  accordingly.  The  secretary  gave  notice 
through  the  public  prints,  that  he  had  the  specie  on 
hand  with  which  to  pay  the  members  of  congress. 
They  felt,  that  if  the  specie  was  to  be  paid  out  to  the 
president,  and  his  secretaries,  and  their  friends, 
there  was  no  reason  when  asked  by  the  secretary 
whether  they  preferred  specie  to  paper,  why  they 
should  not  speak  the  truth.  At  first  I could  not 
understand  why  members  of  congress  were  offered 
a choice  between  specie  and  paper;  but  when  I 
recollect  that  the  president,  whose  salary  is  $25,000 
per  year,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  whose 
pay  is  $3,000  per  year,  were  the  persons  who  had 
the  making  of  these  offers,  and  that  the  one  would 
draw  about  $500  and  the  other  about  $2,125  per 
year  more  if  paid  in  specie  than  if  they  were  paid 
in  paper,  my  difficulty  was  removed.  Perhaps  the 
administration  thought  the  responsibility  of  paying 
themselves  in  specie  would  be  lightened  by  throw- 
ing it  partly  on  congress.  But  there  it  cannot  rest. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  when  the  opposition 
says  there  are  two  currencies,  they  are  charged 
with  repeating  miserable  slang.  The  government, 
after  bringing  this  state  of  things  on  the  country, 
has  convened  congress,  and  proposes  no  relief  to 
the  people;  but  only  proposes  means  by  which  the 
government  can  get  on,  leaving  the  people  to  buffet, 
as  best  they  can,  with  the  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties that  are  now  overwhelming  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  great  as  are  the  embarrass- 
ments with  which  our  whole  country  is  over- 
whelmed, I value  them  all  as  nothing,  when  com- 
pared with  the  evils  that  I perceive  the  adminis- 
tration has  in  store  for  ns.  We  have,  thank  God! 
sir,  the  best  population  on  earth,  and  a country  in- 
comparably beyond  any  other,  in  its  exhaustless 
resources  of  wealth  and  greatness.  Our  people 
understand  more  of  the  principles  of  their  govern- 
ment, more  of  tile  principles  of  civil  liberty,  than 
any  population  tiiat  has  ever  existed  upon  tiie  face 
of  this  earth.  And  all,  yes  all,  sir,  has  grown  out 
of  that  happy  form  of  government  which  the  wis- 
dom of  our  fathers  transmitted  to  us.  As  long  as 
we  preserve  our  constitutional  liberty,  as  long  as 
we  can  maintain  the  supremacy  of  our  constitution 
over  the  will  of  our  rulers,  all  is  safe.  When  the 
emergency  requires,  I am  prepared  to  yield  up  all 
that  relates  to  the  right  of  property,  all  subordi- 
nate municipal  regulations;  but  I will  cling  to  this 
constitution,  to  the  great  principles  of  civil  lib- 
erty as  secured  to  my  country  by  that  constitu- 
tion, as  the  only  valuable  fragment  that  is  left  of 
that  mighty  wreck  which  the  folly  of  our  rulers 
has  brought  upon  the  land.  Executive  patronage 
is  the  source  from  whence  the  constitution  has 
most  to  apprehend.  Whilst  wielded  by  the  popu- 
lar military  chieftain,  who  has  just  left  the  execu- 
tive chair,  it  was  believed  by  many  of  the  best  and 
wisest  in  the  land,  to  be  too  powerful  for  the  con- 
stitution. 

The  administration  project  of  which  I speak,  and 
which  I so  much  fear,  is  the  proposed  sub-treasury 
system,  by  which,  we  are  told  by  the  president, 
through  his  organs  in  this  house,  thatthe  public  funds 
are  to  be  kept  as  safely,  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
government  facilitated,  and  the  patronage  of  the 
president  curtailed!  Let  us  then,  for  a moment, 
examine  first  info  the  relative  safety  of  the  public 
moneys  when  in  banks,  and  when  in  the  hands  of 
sub-treasurers,  or  government  agents.  In  the  first 


place,  then,  what  has  been  our  experience — the  best 
of  teachers?  For  the  period  of  more,  than  thirty- 
six  years,  during  which  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  bad  charge  of  the  government  deposites,  not 
one  dollar  was  lost  by  it  to  the  government,  nor  did 
that  institution,  at  any  time  during  this  period,  fail 
to  perform  as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  government, 
every  thing  that  was  required  of  it.  Whilst  upon 
the  other  hand,  in  the  thirty  years,  between  1789 
and  1819,  as  appears  from  a report  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
this  government  lost  upwards  of  $3,000,000  by  the 
defalcation  of  its  collecting  and  disbursing  officers, 
who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  money,  except 
during  the  short  periods  it  was  passing  from  those 
who  paid  it  to  the  government  till  it  reached  the 
banks,  and  then  from  the  banks  to  the  public  credit- 
ors. If  this  vast  amount  of  our  revenue  stuck  to 
the  fingers  of  the  officers  of  the  government  whilst 
it  was  passing  thus  rapidly  through  their  hands, 
how  much  greater  would  have  been  the  loss  to  the 
government  if  they  had  been  permanent  keepers 
of  it! 

But  again,  if  such  heavy  losses  were  sustained  at 
atirne  when  our  revenues  were  comparatively  so 
small,  and  when  officers  were  selected,  according 
to  Mr.  Jefferson’s  rule,  for  their  capacity  and  integ- 
rity. what  may  we  expect  our  losses  to  be,  if  our 
vast  revenues  are  to  be  permanently  kept  by  sub- 
treasurers,  selected  at  this  day,  when  officers  are 
proscribed  for  their  honesty,  and  their  places  filled 
by  the  most  unscrupulous,  brawling  partizans  of 
power!  The  president,  in  that  portion  of  his  mes- 
sage where  he  treats  of  this  favorite  project  of  his, 
says  the  objections  to  it  are  founded  upon  the  mis- 
taken supposition  that  “a  vault  in  a bank  is  stron- 
ger than  a vault  in  the  treasury.”  Not  at  all,  sir, 
hut  upon  very  different  grounds  do  the  opponents 
of  his  plan  rest  their  objections  to  it  in  a pecuniary 
point  of  view,  which,  by  the  by,  is  the  very  leastof 
their  objections  it.  It  is  that  the  keys  of  those 
vaults  are  to  he  entrusted  to  his  numberless  sub- 
treasurers, selected,  not  as  banks  select  their  offi- 
cers, for  moral  integrity  and  capacity,  but  for  their 
dirty  party  services!  These  sub-treasurers,  when  a 
general  ejection  approaches,  upon  which  depends 
perhaps  the  fate  of  the  “GREAT  DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY,”  will  likely  feel  themselves  called  on  to 
use  a few  thousand  dollars  of  the  people  s money 
for  the  success  of  the  people’s  cause;  and  if  they 
are  finally  defeated  they  will  feel  for  their  extra 
services  in  the  cause  of  the  people  they  are  enti- 
tled to  extra  compensation,  and  as  they  have  the 
fixing  of  the  amount,  it  is  highly  probable  they 
will  be  well  paid. 

But  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  though  a sub- 
ject of  great  importance  in  itself,  when  compared 
with  the  objection  to  “the  sub-treasury  system” 
growing  out  of  the  enormous  increase  of  executive 
power,  shrinks  into  utter  insignificance.  I hold 
that  the  loss  of  the  largest  amount  of  money  ot 
which  these  sub-treasurers  could  possibly  rob  the 
treasury,  is  not  worthy  to  he  compared  with  a loss 
of  any  one  of  those  great  principles  of  civil  liberty 
lor  which  our  fathers  so  valiantly  fought. 

The  principles  of  spoils  and  plunder,  upon  which 
the  late  administration  has  been  openly  conducted, 
have  justly  excited  the  most  sole  inn  and  awful  appre- 
hensions, with  all  patriots,  who  have  taken  the  trou- 
ble to  look  into  the  mighty  engine  through  which 
it  was  brought  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions. According  to  the  wise  organization  of  onr 
free  government,  all  political  power  is  derived 
through  the  ballot  box,  and  whenever  we  place  in 
the  executive  the  means  of  corrupting  and  control- 
ling this  fountain  of  power,  we  destroy  all  the 
checks  which  the  forms  of  our  constitution  have 
imposed  upon  him. 

Bitter  experience  has  taught  us  during  the  late 
administration,  that  the  hundred  thousand  office 
holders,  who  hold  their  stations  by  no  other  tenure 
than  the  president’s  good  wiil,  together  with  the 
vast  appropriations  which  an  administration  con- 
gress annually  made,  and  the  unparalleled  popularity 
of  the  late  executive,  gave  to  him  a power  to  which 
constitutional  restraints  offered  but  a feeble  and  un- 
availing barrier.  And  the  only  hope  of  those  who  ap- 
prehended danger  from  this  source,  was,  that  no  other 
president  would  ever  again  have  such  a hold  on 
public  favor  as  the  then  incumbent.  No  sooner, 
however,  was  the  successor  of  this  remarkable  man 
seated  in  this  chair  of  state,  than  he  comes  forward 
and  proposes  to  us,  and  asks  our  concurrence  in  a 
system  by  which  this  very  executive  power  will  be 
almost  doubly  increased.  How  many  officers  this 
system  will  render  it  necessary  to  employ,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell;  but  just  as  is  the  number  in- 
creased, so  is  executive  power  increased.  We 
were  told  by  our  late  minister  to  France,  in  his  very 
able  speech  delivered  a short  time  since,  in  the 
other  end  of  the  capitol,  that  while  in  France  he 
instituted  an  enquiry  upon  the  subject  of  the  num- 


ber of  officers  employed  under  the  sub-treasury 
system  of  that  country,  and  learned  there  was  the 
enormous  number  of  one  hundred  thousand.  If 
that  is  the  number  thought  to  he  actually  necessary 
in  France,  where  the  throne  is  hereditary,  and  where 
the  king  has  no  motive,  such  as  he  would  have  if  he 
was  to  be  elected  every  four  years,  to  increase  that 
number  in  order  thereby  to  increase  his  power  and 
the  better  to  secure  his  election;  what  would  be  the 
number  to  which  the  officers  under  the  system 
would  be  run  up  in  this  country,  where  there 
would  be  every  possible  motive  for  increase?  It  is 
impossible  to  tell.  No  mortal  twenty  years  since 
would  have  supposed  the  ingenuity  of  man  could 
have  devised  ways  and  means  by  which  to  employ 
fifty  thousand  officers  in  this  government,  whilst 
now  we  perceive  we  have  twice  that  number.  So 
it  will  be  in  this  country  if  this  sub-treasury  sys- 
tem, this  new  engine  of  power,  is  organized;  the 
number  will  increase  from  year  to  year,  until  in  all 
probability  it  will  become  as  great  as  that  now  em- 
ployed in  France. 

Already,  sir,  we  have  one-twentieth  man  in  the 
union  an  officer  dependent  upon  the  executive. 
Organize  your  sub-treasury  system,  and  you  double 
that  number,  and  make  every  tenth  man  an  officer. 
For  be  it  recollected  that  we  have  less  than  2,000,000 
of  votes  in  this  government.  And  what  a spectacle 
shall  we  then  have  presented  for  our  observation! 
A president  of  the  United  States,  ex  officio  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  army,  with  200,000  depend- 
ent stipendiaries,  with  the  whole  treasury  in  their  ab- 
solute unqualified  control,  waiting,  anxiously  wait- 
ing to  do  his  bidding!  I ask  you,  sir,  I ask  every 
man  here  who  has  a particle  of  patriotism  left,  is  a 
mammoth  power  like  this  consistent  with  liberty?  If 
it  be  once  organized,  will  the  form  of  our  free  go- 
vernment, as  embodied  in  our  constitution,  be  worth 
contending  for?  The  president  will  be  absolute, 
and  the  people  will  be  slaves!  And  not  less  slaves 
becauseourpresident  may  be  a merciful  man.  The 
good  man’s  slave  may  live  through  life  insensible 
of  his  chains,  but  he  is  not  therefore  less  a slave. 
And  notwithstanding  all  this,  what  is  the  language 
employed  by  the  president  through  his  leading  or- 
gans on  this  floor?  Here  it  is  in  the  language  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  remarked, 
“Here  is  the  executive  of  our  government,  volunta- 
rily proposing  to  relinquish  patronage,  and  those 
who  are  in  opposition  striving  to  retain  it  in  his 
possession,  to  force  it  upon  him.  It  is  perhaps  the 
first  instance  in  the  history  of  free  governments 
where  such  a proposition  has  been  made,  and  has 
met  with  opposition  in  such  a quarter.” 

That  the  leading  debator  of  the  administration, 
upon  whose  words,  as  they  dropped,  his  party  hung 
in  rapturous  delight,  around  whom  upon  the  con- 
clusion of  his  speech,  they  flocked  to  take  him  by 
the  hand  and  congratulate  him  on  his  effort,  should 
upon  the  floor  of  congress,  in  the  face  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  assertthat  the  president  in  submitting 
this  scheme,  was  “voluntarily  proposing  to  relin- 
quish patronage,”  presents  the  strangest  and  most 
melancholy  scene  that  I have  over  beheld  in  this 
hall! 

There  was  a period  in  British  history  similar  to 
the  present  in  ours,  when  there  was  an  excited  con- 
test carried  on  for  years  between  the  king,  in  favor 
of  regal  patronage  and  power,  and  the  people 
against  them.  The  people  saw  that  the  growing 
influence,  which  the  king  brought  to  hear  through 
his  office  holders  upon  elections  was  increasing  with 
alarming  rapidity;  they  believed  it  was  endanger- 
ing English  liberty,  they  resolved  to  check  it,  and 
by  a single  act  of  parliament,  which  the  king  did 
not  dareAo  veto,  hut  was  compelled  to  sign,  for- 
ty thousand  officeholders,  one-seventh  ot  all  the 
voters  in  the  kingdom,  were  disfranchised,  and  pro- 
hibited by  the  heaviest  penalties  from  interfering 
in  any  manner  with  elections.  What  if  during  this 
struggle,  so  analogous  to  that  now  going  on  be- 
tween the  people  of  this  government  and  the  pres- 
ident, a member  of  parliament,  a leading  and  ac- 
knowledged organ  of  the  king  had  arisen  in  his 
place,  and  submitted  a proposition,  to  organize  a fis-' 
cal  a“-ent  of  the  government,  which  would  devolve 
upon”  the  king  the  appointment  of  a hundred 
thousand  new  officers,  to  hold  their  stations  at  his 
will,  and  had  denominated  it  a measure  calculated 
to  curtail  the  patronage  of  the  king,  how  many 
members  of  parliament,  upon  his  concluding  his 
speech,  do  you  suppose  would  have  gathered 
around  him,  taken  him  by  the  hand,  congratulated 
him  upon  his  effort,  and  endorsed  the  sentiment! 

The  president,  Mr.  Speaker,  underrates  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  age.  He  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes 
he  can  gull  the  great  mas£  of  the  American  people 
into  the  support  of  this  measure,  as  one  calculated 
to  curtail  executive  patronage.  If  he  is  not,  the 
experiment  which  we  are  now  testing  by  our  form 
of  government  must  inevitably  fail! 
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Mr.  Tallmadge’s  speech,  on  the  sub-treasu- 
ry system,  is  inserted  in  the  present  sheet.  It  is 
regarded,  on  all  sides,  as  a masterly  effort  and  a 
lull  exposition  of  the  views  of  what  is  termed  the 
conservative  party.  This  latter  consideration,  in- 
dependent of  the  high  character  of  Mr.  T.,  will 
ensure  for  it  a careful  reading. 

New  Jersey.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey 
on  Friday  the  27th  ult.  elected  William  S.  Penning- 
ton, esq.  of  New  Ark,  governor  of  that  state  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

We  see  it  stated  that  Mr.  Southard  intends  to  re- 
sign his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
We  know  not  the  considerations  which  have  influ- 
enced this  determination  of  Mr.  Southard,  but  we 
do  know  that  his  withdrawal  from  the  senate  will 
be  deeply  regretted  by  both  political  enemies  and 
friends  in  that  body. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  as  will  be  seen  by  his 
letter  to  the  editor  of ‘-The  Constitutionalist,”  page 
14S,  has  also  determined  to  resign  his  seat.  The 
reasons  assigned  for  this  step  are  not  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  King’s  reputation  for  independence  and 
good  sense.  We  deny  the  right  of  a legislature, 
much  less  of  a party  organ,  to  interfere  with  the 
constitutional  privileges  of  a senator;  b it  it  would 
have  been  time  enough  for  Mr.  King  to  have  acted 
when  that  body  had  declared  he  misrepresented  his 
state.  One  good  effect  may,  however,  result  from 
this  determination  of  Mr.  K.;  for  it  must  convince 
the  people  of  the  folly  of  the  doctrines  contended 
for  by  the  advocates  of  the  right  of  instruction,  and 
permit  the  constitutional  provision  as  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  term  of  senators  to  have  the  force  it  was 
originally  designed  to  have. 

War  in  Florida.  , Gen.  Jesup  has  got  posses- 
sion of  Osceola,  or  Powell,  and  a large  number  of 
his  warriors.  The.  manner  in  which  it  was  accom- 
plished will  be  found  undei*  the  proper  head.  We 
will  heartily  rejoice  if  this  event  puts  an  end  to  the 
war,  and  restores  peace  and  prosperity  to  that  dis- 
tracted quarter  of  tile  country — the  sufferings  of 
which  will  be  a lasting  stigma  upon  the  govern- 
ment; but  we  disclaim  all  participation  in  the 
“glory”  of  this  achievement  of  American  general- 
ship. which,  if  practised  towards  a civilized  foe 
would  be  characterized  as  a violation  of  all  that  is 
noble  and  generous  in  war.  But  we  think  those 
who  calculate  upon  beneficial  results  from  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  American  general  will  be  disappoint- 
ed; for  it  must  deepen  the  sense  of  wrong  in  the 
bosoms  of  the.  Indians',  keenly  alive  to  any  thing 
like  treachery  or  ingratitude,  and  produce  more 
bloody  and  signal  vengeance  than  has  yet  marked 
their  ruthless  doings.  And  besides  “the  capture” 
will  create  distrust  among  other  chiefs, i and  may 
thus  shut  the  door  to  a satisfactory  treaty  hereafter. 

A letter  has  been  received  at  the  war  office  from 
general  Jesup,  dated  October  26,  in  which  he  an- 
nounces the  capture  of  ten  Indians  by  a detachment 
under  the  command  of  major  Ashby,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  ol  that  month;  and  of  twenty  more  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Five  more  were  cap- 
tured and  carried  into  St.  Augustine  on  the  ,25th. 
The  troops  were  fast  arriving  in  detachments  from 
Old  Point  Comfort  and  New  York,  and  measures 
taking  for  the  commencement  of  a vigorous  cam- 
paign. 

The  Augusta  (Geo.)  Courier  of  the  2eth  ult. 
says— “Col.  Sherburne  arrived  here  last  evening 
from  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  part  of  a deputa- 
tion of  Cherokee  chiefs,  on  their  way  to  Florida,  in 
the  capacity  of  mediators  on  behalf  of  the  Semi- 
noles,  and  despatched  them  this  morning  for  Flori- 
da, preparatory  to  his  arrival  with  the  remainder, 
who  are  daily  expected  here.  This  denotation, 
who  have  been  chosen  by  the  Cherokee  nation,  and 
offered  and  accepted  by  col.  Sherburne,  by  consent 
of  government,  will  proceed,  as  we  are  informed, 
direct  to  the  camps  of  the  Seminole  chiefs,  and  en- 
deavor to  induce  them  to  bury  the  hatchet,  and  re- 
move we3t,  to  prevent  the  remainder  of  their  tribe 
from  extermination  by  our  forces.  We  wish  them 
success  in  their  humane  mission.” 

T he  ship  Susquehannah  was  seen  by  the  steam 
packet  New  York,  from  Charleston,  on  the  22d  of 
October,  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning,  off  Cape 
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Henlopen,  bearing  E.  S.  E 12  leagues.  The  ship 
had  all  sails  set,  and  the  captain  of  the  New  York 
says  he  passed  under  her  stern,  read  her  name,  saw 
the  passengers,  among  whom  were  several  ladies, 
and  was  sufficiently  near  to  have  thrown  a biscuit 
on  board.  Thus  it  is  settled  that  the  Susquehannaii 
has  not  been  captured  by  the  pirates,  and  is  quietly 
pursuing  her  voyage.  Other  testimony  confirma- 
tory of  this  fact  will  be  found  in  the  correspondence 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  with  the  collector  of 
Baltimore,  inserted  in  a subsequent  page. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says: 

Capt.  Spinney  had  not  heard  aught  of  the  piracy 
story  until  we  told  it  to  him.  He  says  that  at  the 
time  already  stated,  he  passed  under  the  stern  of 
the  Susquehannah,  and  read  her  name.  A large 
man,  apparently  the  captain,  with  a spyglass  in 
his  hand,  was  standing  on  the  quarter  deck,  with 
passengers  about  him.  The  ship  had  studding  sails 
set,  but  was  becalmed  except  a very  slight  breeze 
from  the  south  west,  not  sufficient  to  give  her  head- 
way. He  and  capt.  Cropper  looked  good-naturedly 
at  each  other,  but  spoke  not.  No  black  schooner 
in  sight. 

The  same  paper  says,  the  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise, 
lieut.  Stringer,  arrived  this  morning,  after  an  un- 
successful cruise  of  several  days  in  pursuit  of  the 
“low,  long,  black  schooner.”  She  was  sent  on  a 
fool’s  errand,  and  comes  back  as  w’ise  as  she  went. 

The  revenue  cutter  Alert,  which  was  despatched 
after  the  pirate  that  captured  the  Susquehannah, 
returned  to  New  York  on  Thursday  without  finding 
him. 

The  packet  ship  Garrick,  which  sailed  from  New 
York  on  Wednesday,  was  completely  armed. 

The  rumored  piracy  has  drawn  largely  upon  the 
sympathy  of  the  public,  which  has  evinced  a be- 
coming zeal  to  rescue  the  supposed  captives.  But 
some  of  the  stories  putin  circulation  were  extremely 
absurd,  especially  those  told  of  a fellow  named 
Mitchell,  who  was  magnified  into  a very  Black- 
beiird.  We  have  seen  Mitchell  an  hundred  times, 
and  heard  many  of  his  adventures;  but  unless  be- 
lied by  common  report,  he  has  not  that  kind  of  dar- 
ing which  is  necessary  in  a leader  of  pirates. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  Treasury  department, 
November  3,  1837.  Notice  to  claimants  under  the 
Neapolitan  convention.  Some  of  the  holders  of  cer- 
tificates for  the  4th  instalment  of  the  Neapolitan  in- 
demnity having  requested  payment  to  be  made  to 
them  by  this  department,  directions  were  given  to 
have  the  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  agent 
paid  into  the  treasury. 

These  directions  having  been  complied  with,  the 
holders  of  these  certificates,  on  forwarding  them  to 
this  department,  can  receive  treasury  drafts  for  the 
amount  due,  payable  in  specie  at  New  York. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

“Horrid  murders.”  The  startling  accounts 
which  almost  daily  greet  our  eyes  under  this  cap- 
tion, indicate  a rapid  advancement  in  blood  and 
crime,  and  fill  the  mind  with  fearful  borebodings 
for  the  future.  Indeed  already  in  some  sections  as- 
sassinations cease  to  excite  horror  or  surprise,  but 
seem  to  be  regarded  as  matters  in  course  when 
personal  differences  have  been  engendered  and  the 
honorable  mode  of  settling  them  cannot  be  adjusted. 
Such  murders  are  called  street  duels,  and  the  mur- 
derers generally  escape  the  arm  of  the  law  under 
the  plea  of  self-defence!  But  murders  for  gain  are 
becoming  almost  as  common  as  revengeful  murders, 
ami, are  marked  with  a degree  of  deliberation  that 
evinces  the  most  hardened  villainy-.  The  most  re- 
cent murder  of  this  kind  was  that  of  a Mr.  William 
Lyman,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  who  was  waylaid  and 
shot  down,  at  about  9 o’clock  at  night,  on  the  23d 
ult.,  in  a thickly  settled  street  of  that  city  and  within 
a few  steps  of  his  own  door!  He  had  in  his  posses- 
sion about  $4,000,  which  fact  was  doubtless  known 
to  the  murderers;  it,  however,  escaped  their  grasp, 
as  it  was  placed  in  his  hat,  which,  when  he  fell, 
rolled  to  some  distance  from  his  body;  but  they 
rifled  his  pockets  of  their  contents,  ineluding 
his  watch.  What  adds  to  the  horror  of  this  crime 
is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lyman’s  wife,  who  was  ex- 
pecting his  return,  heard  the  leport  of  the  pistol, 
and,  alter  passing  a sleepless  night,  was  the  first  to 
discover  his  body  from  her  chamber  window  in  the 
morning. 


Three  men  have  been  taken  up  on  suspicion  of 
being  the  perpetrators  of  this  murder,  and  it  is  said 
the  facts  are  strongly  against  them. 

New  magazine.  We  are  indebted  to  the  po- 
liteness of  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Langtree  and 
0 Sullivan,  of  this  city,  for  the  first  number  of 
“The  United  Stales  Magazine  and  Democratic  Re- 
view.” It  contains  a variety  of  literary,  historical 
and  political  articles,  some  ol  which  evince  consid- 
erable ability,  and  is  embellished  with  a full  length 
likeness  of  colonel  Benton  addressing  the  senate. 

Aliens  for  the  Florida  war.  “We  under- 
stand (says  the  New  York  Courier  des  Etats  Unis) 
that  the  commissioners  authorized  to  raise  two  com- 
panies of  French  and  German  volunteers,  for  the  war 
in  Florida,  have  selected  M.  Seiler,  chevalier  of  the 
order  of  William,  King  of  Holland,  for  captain.  M. 
Lawers  is  appointed  lieutenant.  About' one  hun- 
dred subalterns  and  privates  have  already  enrolled 
themselves  as  members  of  this  corps,  the  uniform 
of  which  is  very  handsome.” 

The  Baltimore  Republican  has  passed  from 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Harker,  who  has  been  its 
conductor  for  the  last  six  years,  into  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  John  Busk  and  James  H.  Cox. 

English  money  market,.  The  following  in- 
formation, from  the  Morning  Herald’s  city  articles 
of  October  4th,  is  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
mercantile  community: 

Our  commercial  money  market  continues  very 
easy,  and  for  the  present  all  apprehension  upon  the 
question  of  the  taking  up  of  the  guarantee  notes  of 
the  parties  who  became  securities  to  the  bank  of 
Englanddirection,on  account  of  their  late  advances 
to  the  suspected  American  mercantile  firms,  has 
been  dissipated.  It  has  been  stated  that  hints  were 
given  to  the  guarantees,  nearly  a fortnight  past,  that 
if  it.  were  not  exactly  convenient  to  redeem  the  se- 
curities which  would  fall  due  this  day  that  they  had 
given,  the  bank  directors  would  renew  them  for 
three  months.  In  most  instances,  if  we  are  correct- 
ly informed,  these  guarantees  have  been  liquidated, 
and  where  it  has  been  a matter  of  convenience  to 
renew, them,  we  understand  that  it  has  heen  prompt- 
ly agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  England. — 
So  far,  all  this  is  very  satisfactory,  since  it  proves 
that  the  bank  has  confidence  in  the  present  general 
state  of  commercial  credit,  as  well  as  in  the  guaran- 
tees of  the  firms  whicli  have  suspended  payment;  it 
may  be  inferred  that  the  directors  are  also  satisfied 
with  the  steps  which  the  houses  alluded  to  have 
taken  to  liquidate  the  claims  upon  them,  and  to  this 
renewed  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  bank  to  as- 
sist them,  we  may  pretty  certainly  attribute  the 
present  easy  aspect  of  the  money  market;  in  fact, 
the  bank  directors  could  not  well  adopt  any  other 
course  without  detriment  to  their  own  interests,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  commercial  community  in  gen- 
eral; notwithstanding,  it  is  still  the  opinion  of  many 
men  of  business  that  they  seriously  committed 
themselves  by  taking  up  these  firms  in  the  first  in- 
stance. To  let  them  down  now,  without  any  deci- 
ded or  just  motive,  would  only  be  adding  wicked- 
ness to  a very  great  excess  of  imprudence. 

Money  and  stocks.  From  the  New  York  pa- 
pers of  Thursday. 

Specie.  American  gold  at  6 a 6|  premium;  half 
dollars  6 a 6{j;  Mexican  dollars  7 a 7-]  do;  five  franc 
pieces  $1,0O£  $1,01;  sovereigns  $5,12  a $5,15; 
doubloons,  $16,80  a $16,90;  do  Patriot  $16,30  a — 
Treasury  drafts,  lj  a 2 premium. 

Treasury  notes.  1^  a 2 premium. 

Some  of  the  new  treasury  notes  are  in  market, 
with  2 per  cent,  interest.  They  sell  of  course  just 
as  treasury  drafts.  [Jour.  Com. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  Nov.  2. 

100  shares  United  State  bank,  "cash  118f- 
75  do  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Co.  98" 

10  do  Canton  Company  $60  per  share  41 
Sales  at  the  Philadelphia  Stock  Exchange,  Nov.  2. 

158  shares  U.  S.  Bank  120al2Q£ 

Euiiopean  queens.  The  queen  of  England  is 
just  eighteen,  the  queen  of  Portugal  a month  older; 
the  queen  of  Spain  not  quite  seven,  and  the  regent, 
her  mother,  about  thirty-one. 
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New  York  American  Institute.  The  an- 
nual exhibition  of  this  noble  institution,  which  has 
just  closed  in  New  York,  was  another  and  a glo- 
rious triumph  of  American  skill  and  industry  which 
must  have  convinced  the  most  sceptical  that  the 
genius  and  energy  of  our  countrymen  will,  before 
long,  render  us  entirely  independent  of  other  nations 
for  all  articles  which  enter  into  domestic  consump- 
tion or  the  purposes  of  science  and  the  arts.  Not- 
withstanding the  unusual  depression  which  prevail- 
ed in  all  branches  of  industry  during  the  last  year, 
the  specimens  of  manufactures,  in  every  branch, 
were  unexampled;  especially  of  woollen,  cotton, 
and  iron,  and  evinced'  a degree  of  perfection  that 
the  most  sanguine  friends  of  our  manufactures  had 
not  anticipated.  The  mere  list  of  articles  from 
these  materials  would  occupy  more  space  than  we 
can  spare  just  now.  Next  in  importance  to  these, 
was  the  almost  endless  variety  of  models  of  use- 
ful labor-saving  machines,  combining  the  most 
scientific  principles  of  operation,  with  the  highest 
degree  of  mechanical  skill  in  construction.  The 
collection  of  beautiful  and  ornamental  articles  was 
also  large,  and  a pleasing  evidence  that  in  matters 
of  taste  as  well  as  utility  we  are  progressing  with 
rapid  strides. 

We  will  hereafter  endeavor  to  find  room  for  a de- 
scription of  some  of  the  most  prominent  articles 
exhibited.  In  the  meantime  we  congratulate  all 
concerned  in  getting  up  this  demonstration  of  Ame- 
rican skill  and  industry,  upon  the  success  which 
has  attended  their  labors. 

The  exhibition  continued  for  thirteen  days,  and 
no  less  than  1370  persons  contributed  productions 
of  their  skill  and  ingenuity.  It  closed  on  Monday 
last  when  (as  we  learn  from  the  Express)  general 
Tallmadge  addressed  the  spectators  in  a brief  and 
eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  took  a review  of  the 
American  institute  since  its  establishment — its  rise 
and  progress — its  prosperity  ami  favorable  anti- 
cipations; eloquently  portraying  the  tendency  of 
the  institute  to  promote  and  stimulate  to  action  the 
native  resources  of  our  country.  Mr.  T.  alluded 
to  the  time  when  it  was  said  that  America  would 
never  be  able  to  manufacture  a hobnail,  in  compe- 
tition with  Europe,  and  when  our  soldiers  slept 
in  the  fields  upon  foreign  blankets;  then  pointing 
at  the  beautiful  specimens  of  hardware  displayed 
upon  the  walls,  and  to  the  assortment  of  wooilen 
goods  in  the  adjoining  room:  ‘-these  produc- 
tions,” said  he,  “show  to  what  extent  these  pre- 
dictions have  been  verified,  and  the  degree  of  per- 
fection to  which  our  manufacturers  have  arrived.” 
Mr.  T.  referred  also  to  the  vast  amount  of  trade 
against  us  by  the  excess  of  foreign  imports,  attri- 
buting to  this  fact  the  present  depression  of  business. 
He  also  asserted  that  some  of  our  cotton  factories 
employ  each  a whale  ship  in  the  Vast  amount  of 
oil  they  consume;  and  that  the  City  of  New  York 
sends  more  grain  through  the  Sound  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  eastern  population,  supported  by 
manufactories,  than  in  the  days  of  her  most  golden 
prosperity  was  ever  exported  through  Sandy  Hook. 

Tolls  and  trade  or-  the  canals.  The  tolls 
collected  on  the  New  York  state  canals  for  the 
week  ending  October  21,  amount  to  the  sum  of 

$59,563  8S 

The  corresponding  week  in  ’36,  59,479  00 

Increase,  $84  8S 

The  quantity  of  merchandise  going  from  tide 
water  on  the  canals,  for  the  same  week  amounted 
to  3,87.9  tons.  This  is  less  by  about  1.500  tons 
than  the  quantity  which  was  cleared  on  the  canals 
for  the  corresponding  week  in  1836,  and  occasions 
a diminution  of  the  tolls  paid  at  Albany  and  Troy 
of  about  $7,000.  This  sum,  however,  is  more  than 
made  up  by  the  increase  of  toll  at  the  offices  in  the 
interior,  as  is  shown  by  the  preceding  statement. 
And  as  the  products  coming  to  tide  water  pay,  per 
ton,  only  half  the  rates  of  merchandise  toll,  the  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  products  coming  to  tide 
water  for  the  week,  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  is  not  less  than  3,000  tons.  The  increase  of 
flour  and  wheat  alone  is  about  2,200  tons. 

The  flour  and  wheat  brought  to  the  Hudson  river 
via  the  Erie  canal,  during  the  third  week  in  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Brh  flour . Bushs,  wheat, 

58*142  20,846 

For  corresponding  period  in ’.36  35,572  29,354 


Increase  in  flour,  22,570  deer.  8,508 

Or,  taking  the  wheat  and  flour  together,  equal  to 
an  increase  of  20,869  barrels.  [ Albany  Argus. 

From  Florida.  An  official  report  has  been  re- 
ceived at  the  war  department,  as  we  learn  from  the 
"‘Globe,”  from  gen.  Jesup,  dated  St.  Augustine, 


October  22,  which  confirms  the  capture,  or  surren- 
der, of  Powell,  (Asseen  Yahola),  as  stated  in  a 
subsequent  page.  That  chief  came  into  the  vicini- 
ty of  Fort  Peyton  on  the  20th,  and  sent  a messen- 
ger to  general  Hernandez,  desiring  to  see  and  con- 
verse with  him.  The  sickly  season  being  over,  and 
there  being  no  further  necessity  to  temporize,  ge- 
neral Jesup  sent  a party  of  mounted  men  and  seized 
the  entire  body,  and ’now  has  them  securely  lodged 
in  the  fort.  He  has  Emathia,  (Philip,)  Coe  Hajo, 
Micco-potokee,  and  Euchee  Billy,  all  principal 
chiefs;  Coacoochee,  (Wild  Cat,)  Asseen  Yahola, 
(Powell,)  Chitto  Yahola,  Tuste-nuckee,  and  seve- 
ral other  important  personages,  sub-chiefs,  with 
more  than  eighty  first-rate  warriors;  and  he  has  also 
guides  who  can  lead  the  army  into  every  fastness 
in  the  country. 

Better  prospects.  As  is  well  remarked  by 
the  Richmond  Whig,  the  increased  value  of  Ameri- 
can securities  in  England,  indicates  that  the  de- 
mand for  specie  there  will  soon  cease,  and  that  our 
banks  may  therefore  be  enabled  to  resume  specie 
payments  at  an  early  day.  The  London  Morning 
Chronicle  remarks,  that  “an  increased  confidence 
and  good  feeling  towards  the  United  States  <m  the 
part  of  the  creditors,  as  weil  as  in  business  circles, 
is  certainly  prevailing,  and  which  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  not  be  interrupted.” 

The  subjoined  comparative  list  of  prices  of  Amer- 
ican securities,  in  London,  in  June  and  September, 
will  enable  the  reader  to  recognize  at  aglanpe,  the 
appreciation  of  these  securities,  in  the  market  of  the 
world,  and  the  consequent  progress  to  a better  state 
of  things,  touching  the  business  and  money  affairs 
of  this  country: 


May  & June.  Sept. 


Alabama  State,  5 per  cent  stock 

78 

84 

Indiana,  do. 

78 

85 

Louisiana,  do.  (stg.) 

90 

96 

New  York,  do. 

87 

92 

Pennsylvania,  do. 

87 

95 

Virginia,  do. 

80 

83 

Ohio  6 per  cent  stock 

90 

100 

U-  States’  bank  shares 

£21  10 

£23  10 

U.  States  bank  bonds  (stg.) 

924 

97 

Morris  canal  bonds  (stg.) 

90 

98 

The  appreciation  of  tiiese  securities,  backed  by  a 
good  crop  the  present  season,  will  do  more  to  bring 
about  a resumption  on  this  side  the  water,  than  a 
dozen  bank  conventions. 

Parties  in  Georgia.  The  Augusta  Chornicle 
and  Sentinel  of  the  23d  ult.  contains  the  following 
quaint  description  of  parties  in  Georgia: 

No  state  in  the  union  has,  perhaps,  been  so  long 
distracted  bv  political  parties  of  nearly  equal 
strength  as  Georgia.  The  first  election  of  governor 
by  the  people  was  in  1825,  when  in  the  memorable 
contest  between  Troup  and  Clark,  the  former  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  6S3  votes,  at  which  time 
there  were  40,000  votes  polled.  In  1S27  John  For- 
syth was  elected  without  any  regularly  organized 
opposition,  two  candidates  of  the  opposition  party 
to  Mr.  F.  having  successively  died  after  their  nomi- 
nation and  before  the  election.  These  were  Mat- 
thew Talbot,  and  colonel  Duncan  G.  Campbell. 
In  1829,  Mr.  Gilmer  was  elected  over  major  Craw- 
ford, both  belonging  to  the  Troup  party,  the  Clark 
men  generally  casting  their  votes  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Gihner.  1831,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  the  candidate  of 
the  Clark  party  succeeded  over  Mr.  Gilmer  by  1,500 
voles,  and  in  1833  the  same  geptleman  was  again 
elected  over  major  Crawford  by  2,000  votes.  In 
1534,  old  party  lines  were  prettv  much  broken  down; 
a number  of  the  Troup  party  joining  with  the  mass 
of  the  Clark  party  formed  what  has  since  been  kown 
as  the  union  party,  and  sustained  the  administration 
of  general  Jackson;  while  a smaller  number  of  Clark 
men  joined  with  the  mass  of  the  Troup  party  and 
formed  what  has  since  been  termed  the  state  rights 
party,  v.’hich  opposed  (hat  administration.  The  first 
srluggle  under  this  new  organization  ofpaities  resul- 
ted in  the  success  of  the  union  congressional  ticket 
by  5. (H)0  majority,  and  a majority  ofabonf  80  in  the 
legislature.  In  1835,  governor  Schley,  the  candi- 
date of  the  union  party,  beat  judge  Dougherty  2,500 
votes,  and  the  party  had  a majority  of  about  60  in 
the  legislature.  In  1836,  the  union  ticket  succeed- 
ed vvith  one  exception  for  congress,  by  an  average 
majority  of  about  1,000,  and  a majority  of  40  in  the 
legislature.  This  year  the  state  rights  canriidated’or 
governor  is  elected  by  about  750  majority,  and  the 
union  party  has  a majority  of  10  in  the  legislature. 

Such  is  a brief  and  general  outline  of  the  history 
of  parties  in  Georgia,  so  far  as  results  are  concern- 
ed, for  12  years.  The  results  of  the  last  two  elec- 
tions, 1836  and  1837,  were  to  some  extent  influenc- 
ed by  questions  connected  with  the  presidential 
election  and  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Boren. 


Consuls.  The  president  of  the  United  States  lias 
officially  recognised  Juan  Frederico  Strohm  as  con- 
sul of  the  Republic  of  Venezuia  for  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, and  Odourdo  Wolff,  as  viee-consui  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  for  the  port  of  Mobile. 

Treasury  department,  November  1,  1837.  In 
conformity  to  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  October 
12, 1837,  “to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,” 
it  is  hereby  published  that  the  whole  amount  issued 
during  the  last  month  has  been  $53,723  83. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  i lie  treasury. 

Appointments  by  thIs  president.  James 
Primrose  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the 
port  of  Pictou,  in  Nova  Scotia. 

William  A.  Dayis  to  be  inspector  of  the  peniten- 
tiary in  the.  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  place  of 
William  O’Neal,  deceased. 

Treaty  with  the  Winneeagoes.  A treaty 
with  the  AVinnebagoes  was  signed  yesterday  at  the 
war  office,  by  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Their  title  to 
land,  east  of  the  Mississippi  is  extinguished,  and 
they  are  to  remove  to  that  part  of  the  neutral 
ground,  west  of  that  river,  which  was  conveyed  to 
them  in  1832.  They  also  relinquish  their  right  to 
occupy,  except  for  hunting,  a strip  of  land  twenty 
miles  in  width,  adjoining  and  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. They  are  to  receive — in  goods,  provisions,  ag- 
ricultural assistance,  education,  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  and  the  claims  of  their  relatives'  of  mixed 
blood,  and  in  permanent  income,  secured  by  invest- 
ments in  safe  stocks — $1,500,00(1.  In  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  commissioner,  but  few 
public  councils  have  been  held  with  the  Winneba- 
goes.  [ Globe  of  the  2d  inst. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  “Intelli- 
gencer” of  Tuesday  last,  in  speaking  of  the  course 
of  the  government  towards  this  institution,  commu- 
nicates the  following  intelligence: 

More  recently,  it  may  . be  recollected,  the  same 
institution  has  been  again  vindictively  assailed  by 
the  government  press,  upon  allegations  of  its  un- 
willingness to  settle,  on  equitable  terms,  with  (he 
government  for  the  amount  of  shares  of  its  capital 
stock,  belonging  to  the  United  States.  An  agree- 
ment was  finally  actually  made,  by  which  the  bank 
agreed  to  pay,  and  the  treasury  1o  receive,  in  four 
annual  instalments,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  doll ars 
and  fifty-eight  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  nearly  seven  millions  of  the  bank’s  stock  be- 
longing to  the  government;  thus  securing  to  the  go- 
vernment a clear  profit  of  more  than  fifteen  and  a 
half  percent,  on  the  amount  of  its  stock  in  the 
bank,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  profits  which  it 
has  annually  received  in  the  shape  of  dividends. 

We  come  now  to  the  point  to  which  we  propose 
to  ask  the  reader’s  attention. 

The  first  of  the  instalments,  thus  agreed  upon, 
has  just  fallen  due.  The  date  of  the  contract  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  government,  under  which 
it  was  payable,  let,  it  be  borne  in  mind,  was  long 
before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  might,  if  it  chose,  have 
answered  the  demands  of  the  government  for  per- 
formance of  Ibis  contract  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  deposite  banks  did  when  asked  for  payment  of 
the  public  money.  But  did  the  bank  act  upon  this 
principle?  Far  from  it.  Long  before  Ibis  instal- 
ment became  due — that  is  to  say,  five  months  ago 
— the  bank,  being  called  upon  by  the  navy  depart- 
ment; to  help  it  out  of  a dilemma,  by  an  advance  of 
money  on  account  ol  this  contract,  promptly  agreed 
to  do  so,  and  did  advance  the  money,  to  the  amount 
of  half  a million  of  dollars,  and  placed  it  where  the 
department  had  occasion  for  it;  asking  and  receiv- 
ing ior  this  service  only  the  same  inteies.t  on  the-  sum 
advanced  as  the  bank  itself  had  agreed  to  pay  upon 
its  contract  debt  to  the  government. 

It  has  just  come  to  our  knowledge  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment,  due' 
by  the  bank,  has  been  paid  within'  the  week  before 
last,  4nd  in  a manner  so  honorable  to  the  bank  that 
it  deserves  to  be  mentioned  to  its  credit.  The 
amount  paid  in  advance,  as  a6ove,  (including  inter- 
est,) for  the  use  of  the  navy  department,  was 
$51 0,853,90 1>  The  amount  paid  in  state  transfer 
drafts  hud  treasury  warrants,  received  ’by  the  bank 
in  the  course  of"its  dealings,  was  $1,145,150  16. 
The  ’balance  of  the  instalment,  amounting  to 
$522,459  71,  was,  paid  in  specie;  making  a total 
amount  of  two  millions  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents.” 

New  York  money  matters.  The  New  York 
Herald  says:  A negotiation  has  just  been  complet- 

ed between  the  canal  commissioners  of  this  state. 
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and  the  city  banks,  for  the  whole  of  the  state  loans 
created  by 'the  last  legislature  to  finish  and  complete 
the  canal  system  of  the  state.  These  loans  amount 
to  $2,600,000,  bear*  ig  an  interest  at  5 per  cent. 
Alter  a negotiation  ol  several  days,  the  arrange- 
ment was  finished  on  Monday,  at  a rate  highly  fa- 
vorable to  the  banks.  One  ol  the  conditions  of  the 
Joans  is,  that  the  city  banks  shall  increase  their 
specie  basis  to  the  amount  of  the  scrip,  reimbursa- 
ble to  the  state  in  the  fall  of  1839.  The  banks  will 
taks  this  scrip  and  bring  it  immediately  into  the 
foreign  exchange  market,  in  which  shape  it  must 
cause  a fall  in  the  price  at  no  distant  day.  In  Lon- 
don, this  stock  will  be  preferred  even  to  that  of 
the  United  States  bank.  The  whole  capital  and  in- 
dustry of  N.  York  the  first  equal  to  $700,000,000  and 
the  latter  to  $00,000,000,  per  annum — are  bound 
for  its  due  payment  of  principal  and  interest.  The 
banks  also,  in  order  to  make  it  more  effective  as  a 
medium  of  remittance  to  London,  have  agreed  to 
pay  the  interest  in  specie  in  London.  We  have 
not  heard  the  exact  rate  which  has  been  given  the 
state  for  the  loan,  but  some  statements  make  it  If 
per  cent,  which  is  equal  to  64  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  whole.  It  is  also  calculated  that  in  three  or 
four  months  the  whole  amount  of  this  loan  may  be 
placed  in  the  city  banks  in  specie,  in  certain  pro- 
portions, beginning  w ith  $500,000  for  the  Bank  of 
America — $300,000  for  the  Merchants’  bank— and 
in  a similar  ratio  to  the  end  of  the  list. 

Specie  payments.  The  following  letter,  which 
\ye  find  in  the  Richmond  Whig,  was  addressed  to 
the  Virginia  banks: 

New  York,  October  20th,  1837. 

Sir:  At  a general  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  of  New  York,  held  on  the  19th  of 
this  month,  the  committee  appointed  on  the  loth  of 
August  last  laid  before  tile  meeting  tile  communi- 
cations received  from  banks  in  the  several  slates, 
in  answer  to  the  circular  of  the  committee  of  the 
18th  of  August  last. 

“Whereupon  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That 
tlie  banks  in  the  several  states,  be  respectfully  in- 
vited to  appoint  delegates  to  meet  on  the  27th  day 
of  November  next,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  on  the  time  when  specie  pay- 
ments mav  be  resumed  with  safety,  and  on  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  elfect  that  purpose. 

“We  pray  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  such 
other  banks  in  your  states  as  you  may  deem  proper; 
and  leaving  the  number  of  delegates  entirely  to  your- 
selves, we  only  beg  leave,  to  urge  the  importance  of 
having  every  state  represented.  We  have  the 
honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN,  ) 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  > committee. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE.  ^ 

“The  objections  raised  by  the  Philadelphia  banks 
induced  us  to  wait  till  after  congress  adjourned  be- 
fore we  called  the  proposed  convention.  We  were 
indifferent  as  to  the  place  of  meeting;  a preference 
lor  Baltimore  was  expressed  by  no  other  banks 
than  those  of  Virginia;  and  the  doubt,  whether  those 
of  that  city  would  unite  with  us,  rendered  it  inex- 
pedient, in  our  opinion,  to  select  it  for  the  seat  of 
the  convention.  A.  G. 

To  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia.’’ 

A court  in  Michigan,  The  papers  give  an 
account  of  a very  strange  procceeding  in  a late 
trial  before  a court  in  Pontiac,  Michigan.  Benja- 
min Irish  had  sued  George  W.  Wisner  for  the  re- 
covery of  a bet  made  upon  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion. Among  other  witnesses  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tin',  was  Samuel  N.  Gnatt,  editor  of  the  administra- 
tion piper  in  Pontiac,  and  a candidate  for  (he  state 
legislature.  Being  asked  by  the  defendant  whether 
he  wa9  interested  in  the  event  of  the  suit,  be  repli- 
ed that  he  had  promised  the  plaintiff  to  help  him  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  suit — had  also  promised  to 
help  five  others  to  tar  and  feather  the  cefendant, 
and  carry  .him  out  of  the  village — knew  the  ballot 
box  had  been  robbed,  and  he  did  not  care  who  said 
it  had’nt. 

The  defendant  objected  to  received  Gnatt’s  evi- 
dence, and  co  r.meneed  making  remarks  to  the 
court  in  support  of  the  objections.  Gnatt  rose, 
drew  up  his  chair,  and  said,  “If  he  (meaning  Mr. 
Wisner),  says  any  thing  that  insinuates  against  me, 
by I’ll  knock  him  down.” 

The  defendant  to  the  court: — “I  do  not  intend  to 
insinuate  any  thing  against  any  body.  I only  wish 
to  show  the  court  the  impropriety  of  receiving  Mr. 
Gnatt’s  testimony,  and  I trust  the  court  will  protect 
me.  It  is  a strange  state  of  things,  indeed,  if  1 
must  be  openly  asaulted  with  a chair  in  a court  of 
justice.  [The  defendant  recommenced  his  re- 
marks, and  Gnatt  again  rose,  drew  his  chair,  and 


swore  he  would  knock  him  down  if  he  insinuated 
any  thing  against  hi™.] 

The  defendant  to  the  court: — “Will  the  court 
protect  me  by  ordering  an  officer  to  take  the  fellow 
in  custody? 

Esquire  Henderson: — “No  I shan’t,”  [winking 
to  Gnatt.'J 

The  defendant  to  the  court: — “Very  good,  sir, 
then  I shall  protect  myself.” 

Here  the  defendant  drew  from  his  pocket  a pair 
of  small  pistols,  cocked  them,  held  one  in  each 
hand,  and  proceeded  with  his  remarks  to  the  court. 
Gnatt  turned  pale,  and  his  lips  quivered,  he  drop- 
ped his  chair,  and  retreated  to  the  back  part  of  the 
court  room.  Esquire  Henderson  then  said  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  objection  would  be 
postponed  at  that  time,  upon  which  the  defendant 
coolly  replaced  his  pistols  in  his  pocket,  and  look 
bis  seat. 

The  case  was  at  last  committed  to  the  jury,  who 
could  not  agreey  and  Mr.  Justice  Henderson  is  ac- 
cused of  having  forged  a verdict  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff.  On  this  accusation  he  has  been  arrested. 

A royal  visiter.  The  prince  of  Joinville 
third  son  of  the  French  king,  is  about  to  make  a 
voyage  to  this  country.  He  was  to  embark  as  a 
lieutenant,  on  the  6th  August,  on  board  the  Hercu- 
les, one  hundred  gun  ship,  commanded  by  M.  Ca- 
sey. This  vessel,  as  we  find  it  stated  in  the  Cou- 
rier Fraricais,  escorted  by  the  corvette  Favorite, 
will  first  touch  at  Gibraltar,  thence  proceed  to  Ma- 
deira and  Tenerifi'e,  to  Santiago,  de  Praya,  and  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  cross  over  to  Rio  Jeneiro 
and  Bahia,  thence  to  Cayenne  and  the  Antilles, 
where  his  royal  highness  will  visit  Martinique, 
Gaudalonpe,  Jamacia  and  Cuba;  and  finally  the 
Hercules  will  anchor  in  the  Chesapeake,  while  the 
prince  makes  a tour  of  the  United  States. 

Royal  etiquette.  The  emperor  of  Russia  in- 
vited Mr.  Dallas,  the  American  minister,  to  dine 
with  him  on  the  Sunday  after  his  arrival,  at  the 
palace  of  Peterhoff,  and  really  made  grand  prepa- 
rations for  his  reception,  but  when  Mr.  Dallas 
appeared  he  was  told  that  he  could  not,  under  any 
consideration,  be  admitted  in  a citizen's  dress,  and 
having  no  uniform  be  was  compelled  to  go  back  to 
his  sliip  without  dinner,  quite  vexed  with  the  per- 
tinacity of  royal  etiquette,  and  refusing  poz  to 
put  on  the  uniform,  avowing  himself  to  be  a demo- 
crat of  the  first  water,  and  expressing  some  appre- 
hension that  it  might  impair  his  popularity  at  home. 
The  emperor,  however,  gave  him  another  invite 
for  the  following  Sunday,  when  it  is  expected  that 
he  appeared  in  uniform.  Mr.  D.  should  remember 
the  old  adage,  “when  in  Rome  to  do  as  the  Romans 
do.”  dpropos  des  bottes,  it  is  rather  too  much  the 
case  with  our  citizens  generally  on  foreign  missions 
to  exhibit  a want  of  politeness  and  courtesy  in  con- 
forming to  the  custom  of  the  country  at  which  they 
are  accredited,  and  that  too  from  mere  popularity 
hunting  at  home.  While  a foreign  minister  in  his 
negotiations  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  honor 
and  interest  of  his  country,  his  deportment  and 
bearing  should  everbe  in  conformity  with  the  prac- 
tice of  others  of  equal  rank  at  the  same  court,  and 
in  no  instance  be  conspicuous  for  a departure  from 
the  customs  and  usages  of  the  country.  Any  thing 
tbit  impairs  the  popularity  of  a minister  abroad,  d i- 
minishes  his  power  to  render  his  own  country  the 
services  required  of  him.  [A.  Y.  Star. 

Lord  Melbourn  and  the  queen.  The  fol- 
lowing extraordinary  fact  was  told  by  major  Cum- 
in in g Bruce  at  the  conservative  dinner  given  to  him 
anil  Mr.  M’Kenzie,  jun.,  of  Scatwell,  at  Forres,  on 
Friday  week:  Major  Gumming  Bruce  said  he  rose 
no:  only  to  tel!  a tale,  but  to  crave  a bumper.  The 
circumstance  alluded  to  by  the  chairman  was  not  a 
tale,  but  a fact.  Lord  Melbourn,  the  prime  minis- 
ter, in  the  course  of  his  official  duty,  lately  waited 
u|»n  the  queen  at  Windsor.  After  the  business 
was  concluded  the  noble  lord  said  there  was  a sub- 
ject which  he  felt  called  upon  to  press  upon  her 
majesty’s  attention.  It  was  whether  there  was  any 
individual  for  whom  her  majesty  entertained  such  a 
preference  that  she  might  wish  to  have  associated 
wilh  her  in  t lie  caresof  that  sovereignty  with  which 
Providence  has  blessed  her.  The  queen,  no  doubt, 
felt  a little  surprised  at  being  thus  addressed,  by  a 
person  who  had  acquired  some  notoriety,  not  very 
creditable  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  she  requested 
to  know  if  it  was  as  a minister  of  the  crown,  and 
a matter  of  state  policy,  that  be  asked  the  question; 
for  if  it  was  she  would  endeavor  to  give-him  an 
answer.  His  lordship  replied  that,  under  no  other 
circumstances  would  he  have  presumed  to  put  such 
a question  to  her  majesty.  “Then,”  said  the  queen, 
with  that  seriousness  and  dignity  with  which  she 
well  knows  how  to  discharge  her  high  duties, 


“there  is  one  individual  for  whom  I entertain  a de- 
cided preference,  and  that  individual  is  the  duke  of 
Wellington.”  (Immense  cheering  and  laughter.) 
“Gentlemen,”  added  major  Gumming  Bruce,  “I 
leave  you  to  figure  the  length  of  lord  Melbourne’s 
face  on  receiving  this  answer.  For  the  correctness 
of  the  statement  I give  the  guarantee  of  my  name.” 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  proposed  the  health 
of  the  chairman,  warmly  eulogising  his  worth  and 
hospitality,  and  his  services  in  the  conservative 
cause. 

The  figure  head.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  contains  a report  of  a trial  in  one  of  the 
courts  there  of  an  action  lor  assault  and  battery,  in 
which  Samuel  W.  Dewey  was  plaintiff,  vs.  Joseph 
Fay  and  Edward  H.  Dixon,  defendants.  In  the 
course  of  the  evidence,  one  of  the  witnesses  s.tated 
that  Dewey,  who  it  seems  is  a captain, informed  him 
on  the  evening  of  the  assault,  that  he  (Dewey)  cut 
off  the  figure  head  of  the  frigate  Constitution.  But 
Cor  a turn  which  the  court’s  proceedings  suddenly 
took,  the  whole  matter  would  have  been  exposed. 
The  Boston  Sentinel  adds,  “There  is  no  doubt  that 
capt.  Dewey,  who  i9  a native  of  Cape  Cod,  cut  oif 
the  figure  head  as  stated.  It  is  now  in  the  navy  de- 
partment at  Washington,  where  it  was  lodged  by 
capt.  D.,  the  secretary  of  the  navy  giving  him  a 
written  obligation  that  he  should  never  be  prosecu- 
ted for  the  offence  he  had  committed.” 

Clause  in  an  ancient  lease.  “Our  respect- 
ed friend  gen.  Stephen  Van  Renssalaer,”  says  the 
Christian  Intelligencer,  “has  shown  us”  &c.  a 
clause  iri  an  ancient  lease  which  was  given  by  one 
of  his  ancestors.  This  lease  was  given  at  the  first 
settlement  in  that  district  of  country,  when  for  a 
length  of  lime  the  want  of  a regular  ministry  was 
expected  to  exist.  We  copy  the  clause  not  only 
as  curious  in  itself,  but  also  as  showing  the  care  of 
our  forefajhers  in  promoting  religious  observances, 
and  the  order  of  their  own  church  in  their  earliest 
settlements. 

1651  A LEASE  FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  ReNS- 
SALAERWtCIv  FOR  THE  OLD  MAIZE  LAND  AT 

Cattskill. 

The  tenant  to  read  a sermon  or  portions  of  the 
scriptures  'pvery  Sunday,  and  high  festival,  to  the 
Christians  in  the  neighborhood,  and  sing  one  or  more 
psalms  before , and  after  prayers,  agreeable  to  the 
custom  of  the  church  of  Holland. 

South  westehn  express  mail.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  Nashville  Banner  for  the  following 
interesting  table,  showing  the  distances  between 
the  several  prominent  places  through  which  the 
south  western  express  mail  passes,  and  the  time 
taken  to  perform  the  trip  from  New  York  (via  Cin- 
cinnati) to  New  Orleans: 

“The  eastern  express  , leaves  New  York  city 
at  6 P.  M.,  and  arrives  at  Nashville  at  11  P.  M, 
on  the  sixth  day,  making  the  distance,  1074  miles 
in  5 days  and  5 hours,  including  10  hours  delay,  viz; 


Miles. 

Hours. 

To  Philadelphia, 

96 

9 

Baltimore, 

100 

9 

Washington, 

38 

4 

Frederick, 

43 

5 

Cumberland, 

91 

9 

Uniontown, 

60 

7 

Wheeling, 

71 

n 

Zanesville, 

75 

8 

Columbus, 

57 

6 

Dayton, 

66 

n 

Cincinnati, 

53 

7 

Georgetown, 

70 

9 

Louisville, 

70 

9 

Nashville, 

184 

20} 

Delay  at  Washington, 

3 

Delays  at  other  points, 

7 

1,074 

5d.  5h. 

The  Southern  express  will  leave  Nashville  at  114 

P.  M.,  and  arrive  at  New 

Orleans 

at  10  A.  M. 

on  the  fourth  day,  making 

the  dis 

tance  in  three 

days  and  11  hours. 

Interesting  law  case.  An  important  trial 
which  has  occupied  the  superior  court  of  New  York 
for  several  days,  and  in  which  the  most  eminent 
counsel  in  the  country  were  engaged — Messrs  B. 
F.  Butler,  Griffen,  Cutting  and  Hall — was  decided 
on  Friday.  The  action  was  brought  by  John  B. 
Delaunay  and  others,  to  recover  from  Manice, 
Gould  & Co.  the  amount  of  a promissory  note,  and 
the  defence  set  up  was  usury.  It  appeared  that 
the  defendants  purchased  from  the  plaintiffs  their 
bills  on  France  for  $15,000,  and  gave  in  payment 
their  own  notes  at  sixty  days.  The  then  rate  of 
exchange,  as  proved  in  evidene'e,  was  5 francs  20 
centimes,  and  the  plaintiffs  allowed  the  defendant) 
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only  5 francs  5 centimes,  and  charged  them  6 per 
cent,  interest  on  their  notes,  which  made  the 
amount  of  interest  charged  between  16  and  20  per 
cent.  After  two  days’  patient  investigation  of  the 
facts,  listening  to  the  witnesses  and  lawyers,  judge 
Tallmadge  charged  that  the  transaction  washer  se 
usurious,  or  in  other  words,  that  in  point  of  law  it 
was  not  a question  on  which  a jury  had  any  discre- 
tionary right  in  giving  their  verdict,  but  must,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  find  for  the  defendants.  The  jury, 
however,  in  spite  of  the  judge’s  charge,  on  Friday 
morning  brought  in  a sealed  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs, 
$15,705  and  costs. 

The  announcement  of  it  drew  forth  a loud  and 
animated  cheering  from  the  audience,  which  the 
officers  of  the  court  w'ere  for  a few  minutes  unable 
to  suppress.  The  defendants  intend  carrying  the 
case  to  a higher  court. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Saturday  has  a 
communication  from  Messrs.  Manice,  Gould  & Co. 
explaining  the  motives  of  the  defence  set  up  by 
them.  They  did  it,  they  say,  to  protect  their  gen- 
eral creditors,  after  a fair  proposition  for  a settle- 
ment. They  observe: 

“This  was  rejected,  and  we  then  stood  in  this 
predicament:  we  must  either,  on  the  one  hand,  pay 
Mr.  Delaunay  in  full,  to  the  un  just  prejudice  of  ail 
other  creditors,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  de- 
fend the  suit  on  the  sole  ground  on  which  defence 
could  be  sustained,  viz:  usury.  Thus  situated,  we 
did  thus  defend  it.  We  did  not,  however,  as  we  then 
avowed,  and  as  we  now  avow,  make  this  plea  to 
evade  the  payment  of  what  we  were  able  to  pay; 
we  made  it  merely  to  enable  ourselves  to  deal 
equally  with  all,  Mr.  Delaunay  included;  for  if  we 
finally  prevail,  we  shall  not  be  less  readv  then  we 
now  are  to  pay  him,  as  weli  as  others,  all  we  are 
able  to  pay.” 


FLORIDA.— SURRENDER  OF  JO  WELL. 

From  the  Savarmuh  Georgian  of  Oct.  26. 

The  schr.  Oscar,  captain  Buckingham,  arrived 
yesterday  afternoon  from  St.  Augustine,  bringing 
us  the  Herald  of  the  21st  inst.  from  which  we  ex- 
tract the  following  article,  relative  to  the  capture  of 
Powell.  We  have  also  been  favored  with  the  an- 
nexed extract  of  a letter  received  by  a gentleman 
in  this  city. 

Captain  Nock,  of  the  steamboat  Florida,  who  ar- 
rived last  evening  from  St.  Augustine,  informs  us 
that  Powell  and  all  his  warriors  were  safely  lodged 
in  the  fort. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  St..  Augustine 
to  one  in  this  city,  dated  October  22 d. 

“We  made  a glorious  haul  yesterday.  Powell, 
and  all  the  war  chiefs  except  three,  are  now  lodged 
in  the  fort,  with  eighty  of  tbeir  warriors,  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  their  nation.  Seventy  negroes  came 
in  a day  or  two  since,  and  a large  number  are  now 
at  Volusia,  whither  a steamboat  goes  this  morning  to 
get  them. 

“Powell  and  his  band  came  with  the  avowad  in- 
tention of  having  a talk,  but  probably  with  the  real 
one  of  endeavoring  to  rescue  Philip  who  fell  into 
our  hands  some  days  ago,  as  all  were  armed.  Yes- 
terday they  arrived  .about  nine  miles  from  here,  and 
sent  in  a messenger  to  gen.  Hernandez,  who  went 
out  to  see  them.  General  Jesup  also  proceeded  to 
the  vicinity  of  their  cam]),  and  while  they  were 
talking  with  general  H.  they  were  suddenly  sur- 
rounded by  two  hundred  horse;  so  suddenly  that 
they  had  not  time  to  raise  a single  rifle,  though  all 
had  one  by  their  sides.  They  were  marched  to 
town,  and  “are  now  safely  under  lock  and  key,” 
and  there  they  will  be  kept  if  watchfulness  and  a 
strong  guiard  can  keep  them  there.” 

The  writer  says  he  .does  “not  think  this  will 
immediately  end  the  war,  but  we  have  drawn  the 
fangs  from  the  reptile,  so  that  he  can  no  longer 
bite.” 

By  the  schooner  Agnes,  capt.  Swasey,  arrived 
here  this  forenoon,  we  have  received  the  St.  Au- 
gustine Herald  of  the  19th  inst.  from  which  we  copy 
the  intelligence  below.  A postcript  to  the  same  pa- 
per of  the  21st  inst.  contains  the  following: 

Glorious  news — Powell  taken. 

An  express  has  just  arrived  in  town  from  fort 
Peyton  that  Powell,  with  50  warriors  have  been 
taken  prisoners.  They  are  now  on  their  way  to 
town. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  prisoners  have  been 
brought  to  town  and  confined  in  the  fort.  There 
are  upwards  of  eighty  warriors.  Powell,  Coa-ha- 
jo,  and  several  sub-chiefs  are  among  the  captured. 
The  capture  took  place  about  a mile  from  fort  Pey- 
ton. The  talk  was  a very  short  one.  They  stated 
that  they  had  been  invited  by  Philip  to  come  and 
hear  what  propositions  were  to  be  made  to  them; 
that  they  did  not  come  to  deliver  themselves  up  as 
prisoners,  and  nothing  was  said  that  seemed  to  in- 


dicate that  they  were  yet  conquered.  As  sooon  as 
this  fact  was  ascertained,  at  a preconcerted  signal 
they  were  surrounded  by  our  troops,  and  all  taken 
prisoners.  They  were  completely  surprised  and 
captured  without  bloodshead. 

This  is  another  success  upon  which  we  have 
reason  to  rejoice,  and  it  will  lead  to  still  more  ben- 
eficial results. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  1st  inst. 

St.  Augustine,  Oct.  21,  1837. 

CAPTURE  OF  POWELL! 

Dear  sirs:  I dropped  you  a line  tram  this  two 
nights  since,  stating  that  Powell  had  sent  word  by 
Coachoochy,  (Wild  Cat,)  Philip’s  son,  that  he 
wished  to  have  a talk  with  general  Hernandez,  and 
that  he  (Powell)  was  at  the  time  within  a lew 
miles  of  fort  Peyton;  which  is  seven  miles  from 
this,  ^General  H.,  attended  by  a considerable  force, 
(200  men  I think,)  accordingly  repaired  to  the 
place  appointed  for  the  conference,  where  they 
were  met  by  Powell,  with  seventy-five  of  his  men. 
The  talk  is  reported  to  have  commenced,  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  with  the  express  declaration 
that  they  had  not  met  the  general  with  any  purpose 
of  surrender;  that  they  were,  however,  tired  of  the 
war,  and  that ,if  we  would  give  up  Philip,  they  would 
continue  for  the  future  peaceably  on  their  lands, 
and  not  molest  (he  whites.  At  this  point  of  the 
conference,  one  statement  is,  that  an  aid-de-camp 
of  general  Jesup’s  rode  up,  and  informed  g-eneral 
Hernandez  that  general  J.’s  orders  were,  that  gen- 
eral H.  should  proceed  to  march  the  prisoners  into 
town!  General  Jesup  being,  it  is  said,  himself  at 
fort  Peyton,  a short  distance  from  the  place  of  con- 
ference. Another  version  is,  that  generel  J.  was 
on  the  spot,  and  that,  at  a signal  from  him,  the  In- 
dians were  surrounded,  and  marched  into  town! 
Be  this  as  it  may,  Powell  is  now  in  the  fort  (prison) 
of  this  city,  with  seventy-five  of  his  followers!  As 
the  rest  of  the  Indians  have  always  been  represen- 
ted as  kept  in  awe  by  the  Micasulcies,  the  loss  to 
the  latter  of  their  chief  must  put  an  end  at  once  to 
their  power  and  influence,  and  the  presumption  is, 
that  the  Seminoles,  proper,  will  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion, and  thus  close  the  war. 

The  Uchees,  however,  of  whom  I had  heard  but 
littte  before,  are  said  to  be  still  for  war;  and  it  is 
possible  therefore,  that  the  struggle  may  still  be 
protracted,  notwithstanding  the  loss  to  the  red  skins 
of  the  Micasuky  warrior. 

I have  heard  some  doubts  expressed  as  to  the 
fairness  of  this  day’s  proceeding.  It  is  said  we 
agreed  tomeet  the  Indians  for  thepurposeof  a talk, 

. and  then  captured  them!  I pretend  to  no  opinion, 
as  I do  not  know  that  I am  correctly  informed  as  to 
the  circumstances.  The  official  report  will,  I sup- 
pose, shortly  be  b.efore  the  public. 

Thus,  however,  the  capture  of  Philip,  a few 
weeks  since,  by  general  Hernandez,  may  undoubt- 
edly be  said  to  have  been  the  remote  cauce  of  Pow- 
ell's capture,  as  the  object  of  the  latter,  in  meeting 
gen.  H.  seems  to  have  been  to  effect,  if  possible, 
Phillip’s  release. 

The  rifles  of  Powell  and  his  men  are  said  to  have 
been  all  loaded  and  well  primed,  and  placed  care- 
fully in  reserve  a short  distance  from  the  spot 
where  the  respective  parties  met;  a fact,  if  correct, 
which  plainly  shows  that  their  main  reliance  was 
upon  their  arms,  not  tongues.  Yours,  truly, 

J.  \Y.  S. 


NAVY.— OFFICIAL. 

Copy  of  a Idler  from  the  surgeon  of  the  West  India 
squadron  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 
U.  S.  frigate  Constellation, 
Pensacola  bay,  October  12,  TS37. 

Sir:  The  surgeons’  quarterly  reports  for  July, 
August,  and  September,  for  all  the  ships  upon  this 
station,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  una- 
bated good  health  continues  to  prevail  on  board 
every  ship  in  the  squadron. 

The  sickly  season  has  now  passed,  during  which 
the  atmosphere  has  continued  at  a very  high  tem- 
perature, with  scarce  any  fall  of  rain;  and,  as  might 
have  been  expected  after  an  exposure  of  the  miasr 
inatic  alluvia  of  extensive  marshes,  and  the  con- 
centrated malaria  of  heated  cities,  to  the  influence 
of  a powerful  sun,  conjoined  with  its  immediate 
impression  upon  the  human  system,  we  have  seen 
the  yellow  fever  rife  on  the  borders  of  the  gulf, 
and  in  the  West  Indies;  but,  fortunately,  no  case  of 
this,  or  any  other  malignant  disease,  has  occurred 
during  the  summer  on  board  of  any  ship  of  the 
squadron. 

When  we  consider,  that  a large  part  of  the  force 
has  been  emploved  during  tbe  last  campaign  in 
Florida,  in  protecting  the  points  of  depot,  in  ex- 
ploring the  rivers,  and  in  examining  the  inlets  and 
bays  of  an  extensive  and  insalubrious  coast;  that ! 


we  have  since  visited  the  most  unhealthy  ports  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
squadron  unimpaired  by  disease,  it  affords  the 
strongest  evidence  of  the  juclicious  sanitary  means 
adopted,  redounding  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  ex- 
ecutive officers,  and,  permit  me  to  add,  of  the  me- 
dical corps,  happily  sustained  by  those  in  com- 
mand. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant. 

D.  S.  EDWARDS,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  of  the  fleet. 
To  the  hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson,  secretary  of  the  navy, 
Washington. 

Arrival  of  the  Peacock.  The  United  States  ship 
Peacock,  C.  K.  Stribling,  esq.  commander,  bear- 
ing the  broad  pennant  of  commodore  E.  P,  Kenne- 
dy, thirty-seven  days  from  Bahia,  came  into  the 
capes  of  Virginia  on  Wednesday  morning  the  23th 
inst:  and  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  Friday,  the  27th. 

The  Peacock  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  23d 
of  April  1835,  and  has  circumnavigated  thd  world, 
touthing  at  Rio  Janeiro,  Zanzibar,  Muscat,  Bom- 
bay, Ceylon,  Java,  Sychang  islands,  Siam,  Cochin 
China,  and  Macao,  in  China.  She  sailed  thence, 
June  23d,  1836,  for  the  United  States,  via  Cape 
Horn,  touching  at  the  Bonin  and  Sandwich  islands; 
Monterey,  in  Upper  California,  Mazatlan,  San 
Bias  and  Acapulca.  in  Mexico;  Payta,  IJuacho, 
Callao,  and  Pisco  in  Peru;  Juan  Fernandez  and 
Valparaiso;  remaining  some  months  on  the  coast  of 
South  America,  whence,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
North  Carolina,  she ‘sailed  for  Norfolk. 

The  Peacock  has  been  absent  two  years  and  six 
months,  having  been  in  that  period,  five  hundred 
and  twenty-four  days  at  sea,  and  has  sailed  54,123 
miles  per  log. 

Though  live  different  epidemics  have  passed 
through  the  ship,  and  (he  number  of  sick  has  at 
times  been  very  great,  the  deaths  among  the  crew 
have  been  only  ten,  and  the  health  of  the  officers  and 
crew  is  now  completely  re-established. 

The  visit  of  the  Peacock  to  these  diiferent  coun- 
tries. has  no  doubt  been  attended  with  considerable 
benefit  to  the  interests  of  our  commerce;  and  we  trust 
that  the  attention  of  our  government  having  been 
turned  to  this  subject,  the  large  amount  of  American 
property  in  the  eastern  seas  will  not  again  be  left 
without  the  protection  of  our  navy.  Twenty  dis- 
tressed American  seamen  have  been  brought  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  as  passengers,  in  addition  to  a num- 
ber shipped  at  different  ports  in  the  cruise. 

List  of  officers  attached  to  the  United  Slates  ship 
Peacock,  October  26,  1837. 

Edmund  P.  Kennedy,  esq,  commodore;  C.  IC. 
Stribling;  esq.  commander,  (acting);  lieutenants, 
Charles  C.  Turner,  Murray  Mason,  Richard  L. 
Page,  Sylvanus  W.  Goden,  Thomas  R.  Rootes, 
(acting);  fleet  surgeon,  W.  S.  V/.  Ruschenberger; 
assistant  surgeon  Win.  F.  McCienahan;  acting 
master  B.  S.  B.  Darlingfon;  commodore’s  secretary 
(acting  purser)  Edw.  Whelen;  midshipmen  James 
I.  Forbes,  Edw.  S.  flutter,  Charles  M.  Robinson, 
Charles  Richardson,  William  S.  Drayton,  George 
W.  Chapman,  William  G.  Benhmn,  Horny  Cadwal- 
Iader,  R.  Delancv  Izard,  Louis  McLarje;  captain’s 
clerk  John  Clark;  acting  boatswain  V.  R.  Hall; 
gunner  A.  S.  Lewis;  acting  sailmaker  Jas.  Furgn- 
son;  acting  carpenter  N.  S.  Lee;  lieut.  Charles  H. 
Duryee,  passenger. 


LETTER  FROM  J.  P.  KING,  OF  GEORGIA. 

From  the  Constitutionalist . 

Senate  chamber,  Oct.  1S37. 

Dear  sir:  Justice  to  myself  compels  me  reluc- 
tantly lo  notice  an  article  in  the  Constitutionalist  of 
the  3d  inst.  In  that  article  you  do  me  great  injus- 
tice. You  assail  me  where  I am  most  sensitive — 
but  at  the  same  time  roost  invulnerable.  If  I have 
any  pride  as  a politician,  it  is  the  pride  of  consis- 
tency; if  I have  any  claim  to  merit,  it  is  an  ad- 
herence to  principles;  if  I have  any  benevolent 
virtue,  it  is  lasting  gratitude  to  my  friends,  arid  I 
wish  no  other  distinction  than  that  of  an  honest  de- 
votion lo  the  interests  of  my  constituents.  My 
claims  and  pretensions  being  humble,  I assert  them 
with  the  more  resolution,  and  hope  you  will  neither 
mistake  my  temper,  or  my  object,  if  1 call  on  you 
(o  retract  or  prove  some  of  the  charges  you  bring 
against  me. 

I ask,  then,  what  are  “the  great  principles  which 
the  democratic  party  profess,”  which  I have  aban- 
doned, and  what  “changes  of  sentiment”  I hare 
undergone  which  place  me  “in  opposition  to  that 
party,”  or  the  “solemn  declarations  of  the  legisla- 
ture?” It  imports  that  I should  know  this,  for  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  I “was  twice  elected  by  that 
party  to  t(ie  exalted  station”  I hold;  and  with  the 
destiny  of  that  party  I have  united  my  own — and 
shall  stani  or  fall  with  it.  Reminding  me  ol  this 
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generous  confidence  was  gratuitous  and  unnecessary. 
I t can  neither  increase  my  gratitude,  nor  add  to  my 
obligations.  No  one  knows  better  than  you,  sir, 
that  if  my  honors  were  unmerited,  they  were  also 
unsolicited;  and  have  always  been  at  the  disposal 
of  those  who  so  generously  conferred  them. 

Hut  what  “solemn  declarations  of  the  legisla- 
ture” have  I disregarded?  Do  you  refer  to  my  uni- 
form opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  United  States 
bank?  My  opinions  on  that  subject  have  never 
been  concealed  or  “changed,”  and  were  weil  known 
to  the  legislature  at  the  time  they  elected  me.  So 
were  those  of  my  then  gifted  colleague,  whose  opi- 
nions were  in  accordance  with  my  own.  What 
“change”  then,  have  I undergone  on  this  subject, 
that  merits  your  animadversion?  I have  done  no- 
thing further  than  to  defend  myself  from  unmerited 
denunciations,  and  these,  too,  frequently  from  the 
mere  popinjays  of  power,  who  most  miraculously 
“changed”  their  opinions.  I am  not  yet  a convert 
to  tile  modern  doctrine  (of  some  democrats)  of 
forcing  blessings  upon  the  people,  and  1 have  nei- 
ther giveu-or  threatened  any  vote  at  all  calculated 
to  alarm  them  on  this  subject,  or  which  throws  me 
“in  opposition”  to  these  “solemn  declarations,”' In 
what  else  have  I “recently  taken  a stand”  in  oppo- 
sition to  tlie  great  principles  of  the  democratic 
party?  Is  it  in  my  opposition  to  the  self-willed 
follies  of  the  executive,  adopted  and  persevered  in 
against  the  almost  unanimous  resistance  of  the  le- 
gislative authority  of  all  parties?  The  act  which  I 
most  condemned  was  opposed  in  the  body  of  which 
I am  a member,  by  a unanimous  vote  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one.  It  had  no  support  in  the  cabinet 
before  it  was  adopted,  and  was  afterwards,  on  trial, 
condemned  by  the.  people;  and  again  condemned 
with  great  unanimity  by  the  ivhole  Legislative  au- 
thority. What  “change”  is  there  here?  I,  with 
my  other  democratic  friends,  resisted  this  measure 
from  the  beginning;  and  step  by  step,  foretold  most 
of  the  mischievous  consequences  that  would  tiow 
from  it  By  unnecessarily  and  unnaturally  embar- 
rassing the  European  money  market  and  manufac- 
tures, it  struck  down  the  exports  ot  our  southern 
planters  30  or  40  per  cent;  it  did  this  as  plain  as 
the  sun  affords  heat  and  light — in  addition  to  all  the 
other  mischiefs  it  produced.  With  this  conviction 
resting  upon  my  mind,  it  is  true  I did  not  join  some 
others  in  applauding  this  executive  triumph  over 
the  legislative  authority;  or  obsequiously  estimate 
the  glories  of  executive  violence  by  the  misery  and 
mischief  it  produced.  I did  net  know  that  “the 
great  principles  of  the  democratic  party”  required 
me  to  do  this;  or  to  consider  one  man  the  party , and 
another  man  the  gorsnrnvent.  N or  did  l know  that 
my  constituents  required  me  to  lick  the  hand  that 
plundered  them,  add  applaud  the  very  measures 
that  I knew  te  have  taken  from  their  mouths  the 
bread  which  their  honest  industry  has  earned.  If 
I have  mistaken  the  great  principles  of  the  party  in 
this  particular,  it  is  obvious  that  I am  not  a fit  re- 
presentative for  it.  1 sii5.ll  therefore  return  home 
in  a few  weeks  and  surrender  a trust  you  say  I can- 
not honorably  hold.  I have  from  our  friends  many 
written  evidences,  that  they  still  consider  democracy 
ia  mean  the  will  of  the  people.  But  it  is  enough  for 
me  to  know,  sir,  that  sonic  of  my  Inends  are  dis- 
satisfied; and  I wish  ft  understood,  that  I shall  not 
embarrass  them  by  being  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion. By  the  kindness  of  my  friends,  I came  into 
office  without  trouble  to  myself  I intend  to  go  out 
without  trouble  ie  Ike  in.  That  they  can  select  a 
successor  who  will  serve  them  with  'more  ability,  I 
readily  admit;  that  they  can  select  one  who  will 
feel  a.  more  honest  devotion  to  their  interests,  I, 
with  conlideitce,  deny.  In  conclusion,  I hope  you 
will  withdraw  vour  charges  of  inconsistency  and 
apostacy,  or  do  me  the  justice  to  publish  this  letter. 

With  gratitude  to  yourself  and  other  friends  for 
past  confidence,  and  regret  that  you  have  withdrawn 
it,  I .nil,  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  KING. 


DUTY  BONDS. 

From  the  ‘'Globs'”  of  the  30th  ult, 

Several  inquiries  from  different  parts  having  been 
made  at  the  treasury  department,  as  to  the  proper 
construction  to  be  placed  on  the  late  act  of  congress 
authorizing  the  extension  of  duty  bonds,  we  publish 
below,  for  the  information  of  those  interested,  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  this  day  sent  to  the  collector 
of  New  York  on  the  subject. 

Treasury  department,  October  30,  1837. 
Sin:  Inquiries  having  been  submitted  by  some 
ol  the  collectors  as  well  as  merchants,  respecting 
the  proper  construction  to  be  put  upon  the  act  ol’ 
congress,  approved  the  16th  instant,  “authorizing  a 
further  postponement  of  payment  upon  duty  bonds,” 
the  department  has  deemed  it  proper  to  prepare  a 
circular,  supplemental  to  the  one  issued  under  date 
of  the  17th  of  the  present  month,  expressing  its 


views  upon  the  points  presented.  As  some  delay 
however,  must  necessarily  take  place  incident  to 
the  printing  of  this  circular,  I deem  it  proper  at 
once  to  advise  you  of  the  substance  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  in  it.  You  are  authoiized  to  publish 
the  result  for  the  information  of  those  interested. 

The  first  inquiry  proposed  is,  “Whether  under 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  relief  is  to  be  extended 
to  cases  of  all  bonds  given  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
Jaw  and  outstanding,  whether  due  or  to  become  due, 
before  or  after  the  passage  of  the  law.” 

in  answer  to  this  inquiry  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  words  “all  bonds  for  duties  now  outstand- 
ing,” are  considered  to  embrace  all  bonds  notin  suit 
given  prior  to  the  date  of  the  act,  whether  due  and 
unpaid,  as  well  as  those  becoming  due.  The  only 
exception  is  such  as  come  within  the  provision  of 
the  proviso  of  the  first  section,  where  the  parlies 
are  “considered  insolvent,  or  unsafe  securities  lor 
the  payment  of  their  bonds.”  Care,  however,  must 
he  taken  to  allow  in  no  case  an  extension  of  credit 
beyond  the  time  authorized  by  the  act,  to  wit:  “nine 
months  from  the  time  when  the  original  bond  be- 
came due  and  payable.” 

Second  inquiry — “Whether  bonds  may  be  taken 
lor  a less  sum  than  two  hundred  dollars.” 

As  the  second  section  of  the  law  provides  that  a 
credit  of  three  and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on 
the  duty  on  all  merchandise  imported  on  or  belbr  j the 
first  day  of  November  next,  upon  which  the  duties 
are  payable  in  cash,  this  inquiry  is  answered  in  the 
affirmative. 

3d.  “Whether  the  interests  upon  goods  at  present 
in  public  stores  is  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  ot 
the  entry  of  cash  goods,  or  from  She  period  when 
the  credit  is  to  commence,  say  first  of  November 
next?” 

In  answer  to  this  question,  I would  observe,  that 
by  reference  to  the  (ith  section  of  the  tariff'  act  of 
the  14th  of  July,  1832,  requiring  the  duties  “to  be 
paid  in  cash”  on  “ail  wool,  manufactures  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  is  a component  part,”  that  option 
is  given  to  the  irapovter  to  place  them  in  public 
stores  under  bond  al  his  risk,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  customary  storage  and  charges,  “and  to 
the  payment  of  interest  jit  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum  while  so  stored.” 

In  all  cases.- there  loro,  of  goods  of  this  descrip- 
tion now  lying  in  the  public  stores,  or  imported  be. 
fore  the  1st  of  November,  the  interest  must  com- 
mence with  the  date  of  the  entries  respectively,  and 
be  so  staved  in  tho  bond.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obst  servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swarlicout,  esq,  collector  of  the  customs, 
New  York. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  2&}h  ult. 

An  error  having  occurred  in  the  publication  of  the 
following  law,  it  is  now  republished  with  the  cor- 
rection: 

[Public.-— No,  8.] 

An  act  authorizing  a further  postponement  of  pay- 
ment upon  duty  bonds. 

Be  it  enacted,  lye,,  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  grant  such 
further  extension  of  credit  upon  all  bonds  lor  duties 
now  outstanding  as  shall  make  the  whole  extension 
of  credit  upon  each  bond  nine  months  from  the 
time  when  the  original  bond  became  due  and  paya- 
ble; making  the  extension  in  each  case  to  depend 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional  security, 
the  payment  of  interest,  and  other  terms,  which 
have  been  prescribed  by  the  treasury  department, 
to  the  extension  of  revenue  bonds  since  May  last: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
constructed  to  include  any  existing  bonds  where 
the  parties  to  the  same  have  not,  since  the  bonds 
became  payable,  given  additional  security,  or  made 
part  payment,  and  are,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
government,  considered  insolvent,  or  unsafe  secu- 
rities for  the  payment  of  their  bonds. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a credit  of 
three  and  six  month's  shall  be  allowed  on  the  duly 
on  all  merchandise  which  shall  have  been  or  may 
be  imported  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November 
next,  upon  which  the  duties  are  payable  in  cash, 
and  that  the  bonds  received  for  such  duties  shall  be 
payable  in  equal  instalments,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  in  the 
form  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  existing 
laws  and  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted. , That  where  the 
security  in  any  bond  which  has  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  postponed,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  the  prin- 
cipal or  sureties  in  the  same  shall  not  be  disabled 
from  being  in  the  mean  lime,  till  the  period  of  post- 
ponement provided  for  by  this  act  expires, received 
as  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds  for  duties, 
notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may  not  have 
been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extended  before 


or  on  the  day  it  fell  due:  Provided,  That  such  prin.-,. 
cipal  and  sureties  shall  be  found,  in  all  other  rq-. 
spects,  safe  and  satislactory  security  for  the  llyifis. 
to  which  they  may  be  proposed  as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ope- 
ration of  all  prior  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,,  so  far  as 
inconsistent  with  (his  act,  be  suspended  in  the  par- 
ticulars in  which  they  may  conflict  with,  or  differ 
from,  its  provisions,  until  this  act  shall  cease  by  its 
own  limitations. 

JAMEj  K.  POLK, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON, 

President  of  the  senate. 
Approved,  October  .1.6, 1837.  M.  VAN  BURENj 


THF.  SUPPOSED  PIRACY. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  have’jeen  allowed  to  copy  the  following  cor- 
responder.ee.  By  a careful  comparison  of  date  and 
distances,  it  will  be  seen  that  il  any  piracy  occur- 
red op.  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  like  that  describ- 
ed by  the  pilots  of  the  Mary,  it  could  not  have  been 
ot  the  Susquehanna!),  It  confirms  the  report  by 
Lie  steamboat  New  York,  which  is  said  to  have 
seen  her  the  next  day,  apparently  on  her  true  course 
and  not  captured. 

We  understand  that  inquiries  have  been  institut- 
ed at  Norfolk  and  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  procure  still  further, 
and  more  accurate,  information. 

Treasury  department , October  29,  1837. 

Dear  sip.:  It  is  said  that  the  schooner  Chinga- 
rora  has  arrived  at  your  port,  and  passed  near  the 
capes  of  Dejaware  on  Saturday,  the  21st  inst.  in  the 
afternoon, 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  calling  o.n  her  officers  and 
ascertaining  how  near  she  passed  to  the  light  boat 
and  the  five  fathoms,  and  at  what  hour  in  the  after- 
noon shewts  nearest  to  them,  and  whether  inside 
or  outside  of  them;  at  what  hour  on  Monday  she 
fell  in  with  the  ship  Louisiana,  and  how  far  distant 
then  from  ttje  capes  of  Delaware;  what  vessels  she 
saw  on  Satiniay;  where,  and  what  coulse  steering; 
what  is  the  size  and  general  appearance  of  this 
schooner,  the  Chingarora. 

The  earliest  moment  you  can  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  me  .he  answers  to  these  inquiries,  will  be 
the  very  hesl  one  to  help  (o  allay  public  excitement 
as  to  the  recently  reported  piracy  on  the  Susque- 
hannah.  Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Wm.  Frick,  esq.,  collector  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 

Baltimore  cisiom  house,  October  30,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I enclose  you  the  result  of  my  ex- 
amination of  captain  Wailing,  of  the  schooner 
Chingarora. 

He  saw  the  ship  (supposed  by  him)  Susquehan- 
nah  for  the  first  time  about  one  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day, the  21st,  steering  about  E.  S.  E.- — his  course 
being  S.  S.  W.  She  was  about  fifteen  miles  out- 
side the  capes,  and  the  Chingarora  then  within  7 or 
8 miles  from  her,  (note  1.)  The  Susquehannah, 
about  this  time,  or  a very  little  time  after,  passed 
the  light-boat,  within  a mile  on  the  south  side  of 
her,  (the  light  boat.)  About  half-past  two,  cap- 
lain  Walling  passed  the  light  boat,  at  a distance  of 
three  miles  from  the  boat,  crossing  the  track  of  the 
Susquehannah,  and  at  this  time  supposes  he  was 
nearest  to  her,  within  seven  miles.  Captain  W, 
continued  to  see  the  Susquehannah  on  this  course 
until  four  o’clock,  judging  her  then  about  forty 
miles  otf  from  land,  (note  2.) 

Two  other  schooners  came  out  of  Cape  Henlo- 
pen  the  same  day,  in  the  rear  of  the  Chingarora, 
and  kept  in  company  as  far  as  Chingoteak  shoals. 
In  the  evening  saw  them  still  in  the  rear,  steering  a 
southward  course.  He  saw,  during  the  day,  many 
wood  schooners,  bound  northward;  none  ol  them 
near  the  Susquehannah,  Nearest  to  her,  as  he 
supposes,  was  a pilot  boat,  laying  to  at  a distance 
of  about  fifteen  miles.  Captain  W.  went  within  five 
miles  of  the  pilot;  she  continued  to  lay  to  until  they 
got  out  of  sight  of  her, 

Sunday — Next  day,  saw  two  or  three  schooners 
in  his  rear,  steering  southward;  and  on 

Monday — Entered  the  Chesapeake  bay,  together 
with  two  schooners,  one  sloop,  and  the  ship  sup- 
posed the  Louisiana.  He  had  fallen  in  with  the 
Louisiana  between  live  and  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  She  was  then  standing  in  close  with 
Hog  island,  in  five  fathom  water,  (note  3;)  his 
schooner  being  on  the  same  tack,  about  20  miles 
from  Cape  Charles,  and  40  from  Cape  Henry.  She 
soon  stood  offshore  again,  for  two  or  three  hours, 
then  made  a course  into  Cape  Henry,  and  was  in- 
side of  the  light  about  5 o’clock,  a little  astern  of 
the  Chingarora. 

The  C.  is  a schooner  of  91  tons,  moderately 
sharp  built;  not  unlike  a Baltimore  vessel,, 'but 
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built  in  New  Jersey.  She  has  black  bottom  and 
black  bulwark,  with  two  narrow  white  streaks; 
carries  two  gatt'-topsails  and  a flying-jib.  (No.  4.) 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

WM.  FRICK,  collector. 

To  the  hon.  Levy  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Note  1.  by  the  Globe.  The  pilot  of  the  Susque- 
hannah,  (Mr.  Lingo,)  and  the  pilots  of  the  Mary, 
agree  that  at  this  time  the  Susquehannah  was  steer- 
ing that  coarse,  at  about  that  place,  and  soon  after 
lost  sight  of  by  all  of  them.  So  that  the  vessel 
then  seen  by  the  Chingarora  must  have  been  the 
Susquehannah. 

Note  2.  This  was  about  the  time  Mr.  Rowland, 
and  the  other  pilots  of  the  Mary,  after  an  absence  of 
two  or  three  hours,  discovered  a ship  at  a distance, 
and  a supposed  piratical  schooner  near  her,  and  on 
another  or  different  tack,  and  which  ship  he  must 
erroneously  have  concluded  was  the  Susquehan- 
nah. 

It  is  now  manifest,  if  he  saw  such  a ship  and 
schooner  alongside,  it  was  not  the  Susquehannah; 
as  the  officers  of  the  Chingarora  had  kept  sight  of 
her  on  her  true  course  the  whole  intervening  time, 
and  saw  her  there  at  the  hour  named  by  Mr.  Row- 
land, and  she  was  on  her  right  course,  and  no  sus- 
picious schooner  near  her  or  alongside  other. 

Note  3.  This  explains  another  rumor  that  a 
vessel,  supposed  to  be  the  Susquehannah,  w'as  seen 
on  Monday,  near  Hog  Island,  too  far  in,  and  was 
supposed  to  have  been  carried  there  by  pirates.  It 
was  the  Louisiana,  which  has  since  arrived  within 
the  Chesapeake  capes. 

Note  4.  If  the  pilots  in  the  Mary  believed,  with 
much  confidence,  on  Saturday,  at  3 or  4 o’clock, 
P.  M.  that  any  piracy  had  been  comnitted,  why 
was  the  information  not  brought  on  shore,  and  an 
express  despatched  before  Sunday,  at  7 P.  M. — a 
period  of  26  or  27  hours? 

This  also  needs  explanation. 


THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  have  the  satistaction  to  present  before  our 
readers  transcripts  of  the  speeches  telivered  at 
the  council  held  by  the  secretary  of  war  on  the 
5th  ult.,  with  the  Sioux,  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and 
Ioways.  The  assembling  of  the  council  was 
prompted  by  a desire  to  impress  upon  them,  when 
thus  brought  together,  face  to  face,  the  importance 
and  advantages  of  their  living  at  peace  with  each 
other.  For  many  years  they  have  committed  pre- 
datory incursions  upon  the  land  of  each  other,  in 
which  blood  has  been  shed.  The  evidences  of 
unfriendly  feelings  still  cherished  by  them,  were  so 
apparent,  as  to  indicate  the  inetpedience  of  indu- 
cing them  to-  sign  formal  articles  of  amity  and 
peace.  The  secretary  of  war,  therefore,  confined 
himself  to  an  earnest  exhortation  to  them  to  culti- 
vate a friendly  feeling  towards  each  other.  The 
speeches  have  been  written  out  from  full  notes,  and 
have  been  revised  by  the  interpreters  and  agents. 
They  contain  a correct  account  of  the  substance  of 
each  talk,  but  without  the  spirit  and  imagery  in 
which  every  speaker  indulged.  The  length  of  the 
sentences,  the  imperfect  acquisition  .of  the  English 
language  by  the  interpreters,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  confidence  in  some  of  them,  are  the  reasons 
that  probably  prevent  the  complete  translation  of 
the  Indians’  speeches. 

The  calumet  of  peace  was  passed  by  the  secretary 
of  war — specially  authorized  commissioner  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States — to  the  different  delega- 
tions, commencing  with  the  chiefs  and  braves  of 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  and  Ioways  of  the  Missouri,  to  the 
Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  when  the  commissioner 
addressed  them  as  follows: 

My  RED  BRETHREN,  CHIEFS  AND  WARRIORS: 

as  some  of  you  (the  Sioux)  are  about  to  leave  us,  I 
have  assembled  you  in  council,  before  your  de- 
parture, that  I might  exhort  you  to  remain  at  peace 
when  you  return  to  your  own  homes. 

Your  great  father  has  heard  with  pain  that  you 
have  struck  each  other  in  your  lodges  and  hunting 
grounds,  and  have  shed  each  others  blood. 

He  regards  all  his  red  children  with  equal  affec- 
tion, and  is  always  displeased  when  one  of  you  seeks 
to  injure  or  outrage  the  other. 

He  bids  me  tell  you,  that  whichever  of  you  shall 
hereafter  strike  at  the  other,  will  not  only  incur  his 
displeasure,  but  will  offend  the  Great  Spirit  that 
loves  peace. 

If  you  desire  to  learn  the  arts  by  which  the  white 
men  have  acquired  wealth,  and  enjoy  prosperity, 
you  must  abstain  from  war. 

If  you  desire  to  learn  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and 
to  raise  abundance  of  corn,  so  that  you  may  have 
plenly  to  eat,  when  the  game  shall  fly  beyond  the 
mountains,  you  must  not  seek  each  others  blood. 


This  great  country  you  have  so  lately  passed 
through,  has  reached  the  power  and  prosperity  you 
have  witnessed  by  the  tribes  within  it  maintaining 
peace  with  each  other. 

If  the  white  men  on  your  borders,  the  tribes  that 
inhabit  Arkansas  and  Missouri  were  to  strike  each 
other  as  you  do;  and  destroy  each  others  villages, 
both  those  states  would  become  a wilderness. 

If  the  white  men  around  you,  instead  of  being  at 
peace,  were  to  attack  each  other  as  you  do,  the 
road  you  have  travelled,  now  lined  with  populous 
towns  and  flourishing  villages,  and  fertile  fields, 
would  be  desolate,  and  the  country  filled  with  the 
beasts  of  the  forest. 

Let  me  exhort  you  then  to  maintain  peace  with 
each  other  when  you  return  to  your  homes,  and  if 
any  cause  of  quarrel  arises,  instead  of  killing  each 
other,  to  refer  the  dispute  to  the  agents  your  great 
father  has  sent  to  watch  over  you,  and  to  hear  and 
abide  their  word. 

EEE-LIAH-KAA-KOW OR  “HE  THAT  COMES  LAST,” 

A Sioux  chief. 

My  father:  I have  something  to  say,  and  I wish 
you  to  believe  that  what  I shall  say  is  the  truth. 

We  have  made  peace,  and  have  a good  under- 
standing with  all  the  tribes  here  present;  but  a 
part  of  these  are  always  the  first  to  undo  what  is 
done. 

When  we  address  our  great  father,  we  like  to 
speak  the  truth;  we  wish  to  be  at  peace,  but  these 
people  are  the  first  to  commence  war.  If  you  will 
stop  them,  tny  father,  all  will  be  well. 

We  live  at  a great  distance  from  you  on  the 
plains:  there  they  create  the  difficulties  of  which 
you  hear;  they  killed  twenty-seven  of  my  people; 
but  we  did  not  go  to  war  immediately,  but  listened 
to  the  words  of  our  great  father,  and  have  kept 
peace  so  long. 

We  have  always  listened  to  the  counsel  of  our 
great  father,  and  have  had  no  part  in  the  fighting; 
it  has  all  been  done  by  a small  party  of  our  people; 
had  we  commenced  in  earnest,  affairs  might  have 
changed  long  ago. 

I am  pleased  with  the  talk  you  have  made  to  us; 
our  people  will  remember  it:  but  we  would  not  like 
to  be  troubled  too  much  when  we  have  returned 
home. 

My  father:  We  have  but  one  word  when  yve  make 
a promise — we  go  by  it. 

The  people,  who  live  near  me,  have  been  struck 
four  times  (here  he  placed  four  sticks  on  the  table) 
without  our  striking  back:  it  has  made  me  ashamed. 

[Continued  by] 

MARC-PU- AH-NA3I AH — OR  THE  ‘STANDING  CLOUD.’ 

My  father:  Looking  round  at  your  children,  you 
think  all  their  ears  are  open  to  what  you  say;  but 
I think  part  of  them  are  deaf;  they  act  like  men 
that  have  no  ears  at  all. 

I have  heart  and  ears,  and  take  into  them  all  I 
hear  from  you.  These  people  have  struck  us  offen, 
but  we  have  sat  with  our  arms  folded:  still  they 
strike,  and  we  remain  quiet. 

What  I say  I do  not  say  with  a forked  tongue; 
we  are  willing  to  hold  back,  as  you  have  counselled 
us;  our  agent  has  given  us  the  same  counsel,  and 
has  partly  held  my  hands. 

We  have  been  struck  many  times,  without  re- 
venging ourselves;  but  we  have  refrained  from  fear. 
We  are  numerous  enough,  but  we  do  not  wish  to 
do  any  thing  to  offend  our  great  father. 

Many  of  your  children  are  here  to-day,  to  listen 
to  your  counsels.  Their  brethren  whom  they  have 
left  in  their  own  country,  will  remain  at  peace. 
But  our  friends  here,  who  also  listen  to  you,  I fear 
some  of  their  young  men  may  be  doing  mischief  at 
home  to-day. 

We  live  at  a great  distance.  When  we  are 
struck  upon,  it  is  long  before  you  hear  it.  Before 
our  story  reaches  you,  you  hear  another,  which 
makes  you  think  we  have  been  to  blame;  but  these 
people  here  have  always  been  the  aggressors. 

1 am  ready  to  make  any  arrangement  to  keep 
quiet:  but  they  first  take  the  war-club,  and  strike 
us.  1 can’t  depend  upon  their  word,  unless  their 
hands  are  tied  by  their  great  father. 

It  is  useless  to  give  us  much  counsel.  Our  agent, 
who  has  been  with  us  a long  time,  has  always  given 
us  good  advice,  and  kept  us  at  peace.  I hope  you 
will  make  these  people  remain  quiet.  We  never 
strike,  unless  they  strike  first.  Fourteen  times 
(throwing  fourteen  sticks  upon  the  table)  have  they 
struck  us— myself  and  the  Sussetons  of  the  plains. 

MAM-Ptr-VVEE-CHASTAI-I OR  “WHITE  MAN.” 

My  Father:  What  you  say,  and  what  our  great 
father  says,  I always  hear  with  open  ears. 

When  I received  the  invitation  from  our  agent, 
I determined,  when  I came,  to  keep  my  ears  open. 

What  I say  is  all  true.  Once  I acted  a little 
foolishly,  but  no  lives  were  lost  then. 

My  ears  are  always  open  to  good  counsel;  but  I 
think  iny  great  father  should  take  a stick  and  bore 


the  ears  of  these  people.  They  appear  to  shut 
their  ears  when  they  come  here  into  the  council. 

I always  thought  myself  and  my  people  would 
be  made  happy  by  listening  tp  your  advice.  But  L 
begin  to  think  the  more  we  listen,  the  more  we  are 
imposed  upon  by  other  tribes. 

Had  I been  foolish,  and  given  foolish  counsel 
to  my  young  men,  you  would  not  have  seen  me 
here  to-day;  I might  have  been  home  doing  mis- 
chief, seeking  the  revenge  these  people  have  pro- 
voked. * 

I have  been  struck  by  these  men  eight  times,  and 
have  lost  many  of  my  people.  But  I have  advised 
my  young  men  to  remain  quiet,  and  let  our  great 
father  know  the  whole  truth. 

I am  always  ready  to  do  the  best  I can  for  my 
people;  but  it  seems  to  me,  the  more  we  listen  to. 
the  counsels  of  our  great  father,  the  more  we  are 
imposed  upon  by  the  tribes  around  us.  I hope  you 
will  make  them  keep  quiet. 

Grown  men,  like  these,  ought  to  be  men  of 
sense,  but  I do  not  believe  they  have  any  sense. 

I cannot  place  any  confidence  in  them.  I have 
more  confidence  in  that  little  child,  (pointing  to- 
the  son  of  Keokuck,  who  sat  between  his  father’s 
feet)  than  in  all  these  large,  grown  men. 

[After  a pause  of  some  moments,  Keokuck,  or 
“the  Watchful  Fox,”  the  principal  chief  of  the  con- 
federated tribes  of  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  arose,  ac- 
companied by  Wa-pel-la,  ( the  Prince)  principal 
chief  of  the  Fox  Indians,  and  Appan-ose-o-ke-man, 
(or  He  who  was  a Chief  when  a Child)  and  also  Po- 
we-sheek,  (or  “Shedding  Bear,”)  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs  of  the  Fox  Indians,  went  forward  to 
the  table,  and  shook  hands  with  the  commissioner, 
at  the  same  moment,  his  chiefs  and  braves  rose, 
and  continued  standing  all  the  while  he  was  speak- 
ing.] 

KEOKUCK. 

My  farther:  I have  heard  the  few  remarks  you- 
have  made  to  your  children.  You  have  heard  the 
words  of  those  sitting  around  you,  and  you  now 
know  the  way  in  which  the  hearts  of  the  Sioux  are 
placed. 

You  will  now  hear  how  my  hqart,  and  the  hearts 
of  my  chiefs  and  braves,  standing  around  me,  are 
placed. 

I should  like  to  know  who  can  make  these  peo- 
ple, who  have  brought  that  bunch  of  sticks,  speak 
so  as  to  be  believed. 

If  I were  to  count  up  every  thing  that  has  taken 
place,  on  their  part,  it  would  take  several  days  to- 
cut  sticks. 

You  see  me,  probably,  for  the  first  time.  I once 
thought  I could,  myself  alone,  make  a treaty  of 
peace  with  these  people. 

Since  the  first  time  that  I have  met  my  white 
brethren  in  council,  I have  been  told  the  red  skins 
must  shake  hands-.  This  has  always  been  the 
word. 

After  I returned  home  from  the  treaty  of  Prairie 
du  Chien,  I visited  these  people  in  their  lodges,  and 
smoked  their  pipe;  within  two  days  they  killed  one 
of  my  principal  braves. 

They  say  they  have  a good  heart.  I have  a good 
heart.  I gave  them  a blue  flag — one  they  profess- 
ed to  estimate  highly.  The  same  fall  they  killed 
one  of  my  chief  men. 

My  heart  is  good;  these  people  do  not  tell  the 
truth  when  they  say  their  hearts  are  good. 

The  summer  before  last  you  wished  to  send  one 
of  your  officers  into  the  Sioux  country.  I sent  two 
of  my  young  chiefs,  who  are  here,  with  him  and 
your  troops,  as  we  thought  it  Was  to  make  peace. 
They  brought  back  this  pipe  (holding  Up  one;)  do 
you  know  it?  We  received  it  as  a pipe  of  peace 
from  the  Sioux.  Yet  the  same  fall  they  killed  my 
people  on  our  land. 

I do  not  think  they  are  good  men;  for  while  my 
chiefs  went  with  your  troops,  they  killed  my  peo- 
ple on  our  own  hunting  grounds. 

These  people  say  we  are  deaf  to  your  advice, 
and  advise  you  to  bore  our  ears  with  sticks.  I 
think  their  ears  are  so  closed  against  the  hearing  of 
all  good,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  bore  them 
with  iron. 

They  say  they  are  good,  when  they  will  not  lis- 
ten to  you;  nor  can  you  make  them. 

I have  told  you  that  it  would  be  useless  to  count 
up  all  their  aggressions;  that  it  would  take  several 
days  to  cut  sticks.  They  boast  of  having  kept 
quiet  because  you  told  them  not  to  strike.  Since 
the  treaty  was  made  they  have  come  upon  our 
lands  and  killed  our  men.  We  did  not  revenge 
ourselves,  because  we  had  given  a pledge  not  to  go 
on  to  their  land. 

Gnr  difficulty  with  these  people  commenced 
with  the  drawing  of  the  line  (treaty  of  1825.)  Be- 
fore that,  we  kept  the  Sioux  beyond  St.  Peters  ri- 
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ver.  We  free]}-  hunted  on  the  great  prairie  and 
saw  nothing  of  them.  Now  they  cross  the  line, 
and  kill  us  in  onr  own  country. 

[f,  among  the  whites,  a man  purchased  a piece 
of  land,  another  came  upon  it,  you  would  drive  him 
off.  Let  the  Sioux  keep  from  our  lands,  and  there 
will  be  peace. 

I now  address  that  old  man,  (pointing  to  a Sionx 
who  had  spoken.)  I think  he  does  not  know  what 
his  young  men  are  now  doing  at  home  .as  well  as 
he  thinks  he  does.  I will  not  say  any  thing  I do 
not  know  to  be  true.  I make  no  promises.  If  he 
knows  his  young  men  are,  at  this  moment,  quiet  at 
home,  he  knows  more  than  1 do  about  mine,  and 
must  have  greater  powers  of  knowledge  than  I 
have. 

I have  no  more  to  say  at  present.  The  Great 
Spirit  has  heard  me,  and  he  knows  I have  spoken 
truth.  If  it  be  not  true,  it  is  the  first  time  that  I 
ever  told  a falsehood. 

wa-pella — -[principal  Fox  chief  ] — the  ‘prince.’ 

My  father:  You  have  heard  our  chief  speak.  In 
him  consists  the  strength  of  our  nation.  We  are 
his  arms,  his  heart,  his  soul.  (Or,  he  is  our  limbs, 
our  heart,  our  soul*) 

When  these  men  (the  Sioiix)  made  their  charges 
against  us,  they  must  have  thought  you  did  not 
know  them  as  well  as  I do.  What  our  chief  (Keo- 
kuck)  has  said,  I know  to  be  true.  I have  always 
been  with  him.  and  I have  ever  been  called  a chief 
by  those  who  knew  me.  This  is  all  I have  to  say. 

FOWE-SHEEK — OR  “SHEDDING  BEAR,” 
[Addressing  the  Sioux.] 

You  have  heard  our  chief.  [Here  he  was  told 
ne  must  speak  to  the  commissioner.] 

We  have  all  listened  to  von,  (the  commissioner.) 
We  have  never  been  the  aggressors,  though  they 
(the  Sioux)  say  we  have.  When  I killed  a Sioux, 
I revenged  rnyselfon  my  own  land,  not  on  theirs. 
These  men  are  like  I was  when  a little  boy;  there 
is  a great  deal  of  mischief  in  their  heads. 

Just  before  I left  home  we  had  a skirmish  with 
these  people.  There  was  a dispute  as  to  the  place 
where  it  occurred.  We  sent  men  to  see  and  exam- 
ine the  ground.  To  listen  to  them,  (Sioux)  it 
would  be  supposed  we  always  went  on  their  land  to 
light;  but  this  man  (pointing  to  Mr.  Burtis,  one  of 
them  sent,)  and  others  went  to  the  battle  ground. 
From  them  you  may  learn  where  it  was,  if  you  will 
inquire. 

APPAX-OSE-O-KE-MAR — OR  “HE  WI-IO  WAS  A CHIEF 
WHEN  A CHILD.” 

My  father:  You  have  heard  what  my  chief  has 
said. 

These  men  say  they  listen  attentively  to  you,  and 
keep  all  your  advice.  But  we  know  how  they 
have  listened,  and  how  they  have  acted. 

_ All  our  difficulties  have  arisen  with  them  (Sioux) 
since  the  line  was  drawn  (treaty  ofIS25)  between 
them  and  us.  Since  then  we  have  sold  some  land 
adjoining  the  line,  (treaty  of  1830.)  I think  they 
can’t  know  where  the  line  is;  we  have  been  afraid 
to  act  as  we  did  when  the  great  prairie  was  our 
only  boundary.  After  this  line  was  run,  we  re- 
mained on  our  side  of  it.  They  pressed  nearer, 
and  came  on  our  lands;  we  bore  it’,  and  they  thought 
we  were  afraid.  We  could  not  stand  this  always, 
and  we  cleared  them  off  our  land.  I. suppose  every 
time  we  drove  them  off  our  land  they  cut  a stick; 
that  will  account  for  that  bundle  of  sticks  on  the 
table. 

But  they  must  not  think  we  are  afraid  of  them. 

We  have  not  struck  them  since  the  drawing  of 
the  line,  except  when  they  came  upon  our  lands. 
This  we  can  prove. 

None  of  our  people  have  crossed  the  line  to  hunt 
or  fish.  These  men,  as  I said,  can  not  know  the 
line;  these  men  do  not  know  the  line;  we  know  it; 
if  it  was  marked  with  stone-coal,  they  mightsee  the 
dark  line,  and  keep  out  of  our  country. 

The  following  reply  was  made  by  the 
COMMISSIONER. 

I have  heard  the  talk  of  the  chiefs  and  braves  of 
the  Sioux  and  Sac.s  and  Foxes.  I did  not  assem- 
ble them  to  judge  which  had  attacked  the  other  first, 
or  to  determine  which  was  in  the  wrong. 

I assembled  them  to  exhort  them  to  keep  peace 
on  their  return  to  their  own  homes,  to  bury  the 
tomahawk,  and  attend  only  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
earth  and  the  hunting  ofgame. 

Their  great  father  purchased  the  land  of  which 
they  have  spoken,  to  be  a neutral  ground  to  keep 
your  tribes  apart,  and  on  which  neither  of  you 
should  encroach. 

This  strip  ot  land  is  forty  miles  wide,  sufficient 
to  keep  you  apart.  Tnis  space  can  not  be  passed 
by  either  tribe  without  doing  wrong  to  the  other, 
and  displeasing  your  great  father.  Whichever  of 
you  do  cross  it,  must  be  considered  the  aggressor. 

I exhort  you  again,  on  returning  homefto  throw 
away  the  war-club  and  bury  the  tomahawk,  and 


trust  that  I shall  hear  that  the  two  great  tribes  now 
represented  belore  me  have  smoked  the  pipe  to- 
gether, and  promised  to  remain  at  peace  with  each 
other. 

The  Sacs  and  Fox  Indians  were  then  requested 
to  leave  the  council,  w'hen  the  commissioner  ad- 
dressed the  Sioux  Indians  (after  presenting  a medal 
to  each  of  them)  as  follows: 

You  have  now  received,  each  of  you,  a medal 
of  your  great  father.  Whenever  you  look  upon 
it,  you  must  remember  that  his  eye  is  upon  you; 
and  if  you  do  wrong,  he  will  know  it.  He  expects 
you  to  remain  at  peace  in  your  own  country,  and 
not  to  enter  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes.  He  wishes  that  you  may  cultivate  the 
earth  and  acquire  the  arts  of  the  white  men,  and 
prosper.  I will  take  leave  of  you  now,  wishing 
you  a prosperous  and  pleasant  journey,  and  that 
you  may  find  your  wives  and  children,  and  friends 
in  good  health. 

The  treaty  we  have  made  with  you  shall  be  ful- 
filled in  good  faith.  You  shall  have  the  kind  of 
money  you  like,  and  every  thing  shall  be  done  for 
you  in  a spirit  of  liberal  kindness. 


THE  ARMY.— OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  68. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  generaV s office, 
Washington , Oct.  18,  1837. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army,  since 
the  publication  of  “general  order”No.  46,  dated  12th 
July,  1837. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Danville  Leadbetter,  late  second  lieutenant  of  the 
1st  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  brei’ci! second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1S36. 

Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  late  second  lieutenant  of 
the  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1836. 

Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  late  second  lieutenant  of  the 
3d  regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  brevet  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1836. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  J.  H.  K.  Burgwin,  to  be  captain, 
31st  July,  1837,  vice  Ford,  resigned. 

- Second  lieutenantBenjamin  S.  Roberts,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  31st  July,  1837,  vice  Burgwin,  promoted. 

Thomas  McCrate,  late  second  lieutenant,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  1st  August,  1837. 

Sergeant  major  William  Bowman,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  be  second  lieutenant.  1st  August,  1837 

Daniel  Henry  Rucker,  of  Michigan,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  13th  October,  1837. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  Thomas  S.  Bryant,  to  be  captain, 
26th  Sept.  1S37,  vice  Gordon,  resigned. 

First  lieutenant  John  Graham,  to  be  captain,  1st 
October,  1837,  vice  Bean,  resigned. 

First  lieutenant  Townshend  Dade,  to  be  captain, 
1st  October,  1837,  vice  Anderson,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  George  Forsyth,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  26th  September,  1837,  vice  Bryant,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  H.  P.  O’Neal,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  1st  October,  1837,  vice  Graham,  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Franklin  Saunders,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  11th  September,  1837,  vice 
McNiel,  deceased,  (brevet  1st  July,  1837.) 

Lawrence  Pike  Graham,  of  Virginia,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  13th  October,  1837. 

Lewis  S.  Craig,  of  Virginia,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 14th  Oct.  183.7. 

John  Rutledge  Parker,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  14th  October,  1837. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

Cadet  Robert  M.  McLane,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July.  1837. 

Third  regiment,  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Morris  S.  Miller,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  19th  August,  1837,  vice  Maitland,  de- 
ceased. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Francis  0.  Wyse,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  31st  July,  1837,  vice  J.  IL  An- 
derson, resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1837.) 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

Cadet  James  R.  Soley,  to  be  brevet  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1837. 

Brpvet  second  lieutenant  James  R.  Soley,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  31st  August,  1837,  vice  Sing, 
resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1837-) 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Eleetus  Backus,  to  be  captain, 
17th  October,  1837,  vice  Kingsbury,  appointed 
military  storekeeper. 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  M.  Hill,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  3d  October,  1837,  vice  Kingsbury,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  H.  Storer,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  17th  October,  1837,  vice  Backus, 
promoted.  I 


James  McAlister,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  3d  September,  1837. 

A.  H.  Stewart,  of  Connecticut,  to  bo  second  lieu- 
tenant, 14th  Oct.  1837. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Lucius  O’Brien,  of  Maryland,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 3d  Sept.  1837. 

Fourth  regiment  ofinfantm/. 

First  lieutenant  Gouverneur  Morris,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 6th  September,  1837,  vice  Glassell,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Abraham  C.  Myers,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  6th  September,  1837,  vice  Morris,  pro- 
moted. 

George  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  14th  September,  1837. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  Alexander  R.  Thompson,  to  be  lieutenant 
colonel,  6th  September,  1837,  vice  Bliss,  resigned. 

Brevet  major  Jan.es  M.  Glassell,  captain  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  major,  6th  Septem- 
ber, 1837,  vice  Thompson,  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  Van  Swearengen,  to  be 
captain,  31st  July,  1S37,  vice  Wickliffe,  resigned. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  S.  Worth,  to  be  captain, 
31st  July,  1837,  vice  Batman,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Conrad,  to  he  first  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  July,  1837,  vice  Van  Swearengen,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  George  H.  Griffin,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  31st  July,  1837,  vice  Worth,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  Edmond  Blake,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  6th  September,  1837,  vice  Williams, 
resigned. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  William  II.  T.  Walker, 
to  be  second  lieutenant,  31st  July,  1837,  vice  Con- 
rad, promoted.  ( B/evet  1st  July,  1837.) 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 17th  August,  1837. 

Charles  S.  Lovell,  late  sergeant  major  of  the  2d 
regiment  of  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  13th 
October,  1837. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Woodburffi  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  lSth  August,  1837. 

Pay  department. 

Paymaster  Benjamin  F.  Lamed,  re-appointed 
paymaster,  to  take  effect  on  the  24th  November, 
1837,  when  ijis  present  commission  will  expire. 

Medical  department. 

Assistant  surgeon  William  L.  Wharton,  to  be 
surgeon,  22d  July,  1837,  vice  Minis,  resigned. 

William  S.  King,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  29th  July,  1837. 

F.  L.  Sewal),  of  Alabama,  to  be  assistant  surgeon, 
13th  October,  1S37. 

Purchasing  department. 

James  W.  Kingsbury,  late  captain  first  infantry, 
to  be  military  storekeeper,  17th  October,  1837. 

CASUALTIES,  (25.) 

Resignations,  (20.) 

Lieutenant  colonel,  (1.)  John  Bliss,  6th  infantry. 
6th  September,  1837. 

Captains,  (7.)  Lemuel  Ford,  1st  dragoons,  31st 
July,  1837;  William  Gordon,  2d  dragoons,  26th 
September,  1837;  Jonathan  L.  Bean,  2d  dragoons, 
1st  October,  1837;  S.  H.  Anderson,  2d  dragoons, 
1st  October,  1837;  Bvt.  major  Thomas  F.  Smith, 
1st  infantry,  3d  October,  1837;  James  W.  Kings- 
bury, 1st  infantry,  17th  October,  1837;  William  N. 
Wickliffe,  6th  infantry,  31st  July,  1837. 

First  lieutenant,  (1.)  James  S.  Williams,  6th  in- 
fantry, 6th  September,  1837. 

Second  lieutenants,  (7.)  Henry  TT.  Lockwood,  2d 
artillery,  12th  September,  1837;  John  Bratt,  3d  ar- 
tillery, 31st  August,  1837;  Charles  B.  Sing,  4th  ar- 
tillery, 31st  August,  1837;  L.  D.  Cabanne,  1st  in- 
fantry, 21st  August,  1837;  James  F.  Cooper,  3d  in- 
fantry, 25th  August,  1837;  Thomas  0.  Barnwell, 
3d  infantry,  31st  October,  1837;  William  II.  De- 
Forrest,  6th  infantry,  30th  September,  1837. 

Brevet  second  lieutenants,  (1.)  Joseph  R.  Ander- 
son, corps  of  engineers,  30th  September,  1837. 

Staff,  (3.)  Philip  Minis,  surgeon,  21st  July,  1837; 
Charles  D.  Maxwell,  assistant  surgeon,  30th  June, 
1837. 

Purchasing  department. 

Daniel  B.  Spencer,  military  storekeeper,  17th 
October,  1837. 

deaths,  (5.) 

Captain  Mark  W.  Batman,  Mount  Vernon  Ar- 
senal, Via..  6th  infantry,  31st  July,  1837. 

Brevet  captain  William  S.  Maitland,  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  3d  artillery,  19th  August,  1837. 

Second  lieutehant  J.  W.  S.  McNiel,*  2d  dra- 
goons, 11th  September,  1837. 

Second  lieutenant  George  W.  Suggett,  Fort  Gib- 
son, Ark.  Sth  August,  1837. 

Assistant  surgeon  illiam  Turner,  Newport,  R. 
Island,  26th  September,  1837. 

’"Killed  in  action  with  the  Indians  in  Florida. 
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The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  report 
according  to  their  promotions  and  appointments, 
and  join  their  proper  stations,  regiments,  or  compa- 
nies, without  delay;  those  on  detached  service,  or 
acting  under  special  orders  and  instructions,  will 
report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief, 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 
memoranda — correction. 

The  name  of  A.  S.  Macomb,  first  lieutenant  in 
the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  will  follow  next  after 
that  of  first  lieutenant  G.  A.  H.  Blake,  on  the  list, 
and  will  stand  on  the  present  Army  Register,  No. 
9,  of  the  grade  of  first  lieutenants,  instead  of  No.  10. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  No.  67. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adju’t  general's  office, 
Washington,  October  16,  1837. 

I.  A general  court  martial,  to  consist  of  seven 
members,  (a  greater  number  cannot  be  assembled 
without  manifest  injury  to  the  service),  will  con 
vene  at  Fort  Columbus,  or  such  post  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York  as  the  president  of  the  court  may  di 
rect,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1837,  or  as  soon  there 
after  as  practicable,  for  the  trial  of  first  lieutenant 
James  Duncan,  of  the  2d  artillery,  and  such  prison- 
ers as  may  be  brought  before  it. 

II.  The  court  will  be  composed  as  follows: 

Colonel  E.  Cutler,  4th  infantry, 

Brevet  major  D.  Wilcox,  5th  infantry, 

Brevet  major  L.  Whiting,  4th  artillery. 

Captain  J Dimick,  1st  artillery. 

Captain  D.  S.  Miles,  7th  infantry. 

First  lieut.  R.  C.  Gatlin,  7th  infantry, 

First  lieut.  A.  E.  Shiras,  4th  artillery, 

First  lieutenant  E.  Schriver,  2d  artillery 

pointed  special  judge  advocate. 

III.  Should  any  of  the  above  members  be  pre- 
vented, by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause, 
from  attending  on  the  day  appointed,  the  court  will 
be  organized  from  such  as  are  present,  provided 
the  number  be  not  less  than  five,  and  the  judge  ad- 
vocate. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief. 

ROGER  JONES,  adjuUnt  general. 

Special  orders. 

No.  80.  Oct.  11.  Assistant  surgeon  Tripler  to 
Eastport,  and  from  thence  to  Tampa  3ay. 

No.  81.  Oct,  12.  Leave  for  four  months  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  to  lieut.  S.  W.  Moore,  adju 
tant  7th  infantry. 

Captain  Lendrum,  3d  artillery,  to  Fort  Monroe 
for  temporary  duty,  and  to  return  to  Washington 
immediately  after  executing  it. 

Recruiting  service. 

Brev’t  maj.  Thos.  Childs,  3d  art.,'|  Relieved  from 
Capt.  T.  Morris,  2d  inf.,  | reernitingser 

Capt.  L.  M.  Nute,  6th  inf.,  j vice,  and  or 
Lieut.  George  C.  Thomas,  4th  art.  }-dered  to  join 
Lieut.  S.  Casey,  2d  inf.,  | their  respec 

Lieut.  W.  Alburtis,  2d  inf.,  I tive  compa 
Lieut.  J.  L.  Donaldson,  1st  art.,  J nies. 

Lieut.  Ruggles,  5th  inf.,  ordered  with  a detach 
ment  of  recruits  from  Pittsburgh,  Newport,  Ken 
tucky,  and  Louisville,  to  Fort  Pike,  Louisiana. 

Oct.  12.  F.  0.  Wyse,  3d  art.,  to  conduct  a de 
tachment  of  recruits  from  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  to 
Fort  Monroe. 

Appointment. 

John  A.  Webber,  otdnance  storekeeper,  Water' 
vliet  arsenal,  October  14,  1837. 


mem- 

bers. 


is  ap 


TRIAL  OF  GENERAL  WOOL. 

ARMY. OFFIC  AL. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  63. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general’s  office 
Washington,  Oct.  2,  1837. 

I.  The  court  of  enquiry,  instituted  by  direction 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  whereof  bre- 
vet major  general  Winfield  Scott  is  president,  and 
which  convened  on  the  4th  September,  1837,  at 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  pursuant  to  “general  order, 
No.  49,”  to  examine  into  the  transactions  of  brevet 
brigadier  general  Wool,  and  others  under  his  cora- 
mond,  in  reference  to  his  and  their  conduct  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  so  called,  as  set  forth  in  a letter 
from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Alabama,  dated 
July'  3,  1837,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
in  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  that  state,  has  reported  the  fol- 
lowing 

“OPINION.” 

“The  court,  after  fully  weighing  and  considering 
the  whole  of  the  testimony  submitted  in  the  case, 
are  of  opinion,  that  not  one  of  the  imputations  on 
the  conduct  of  general  Wool,  contained  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of, 
Alabama,  or  the  letter  of  his  excellency,  governor 


Clay,  to  the  war  department,  which  enclosed  the 
said  resolutions,  is  founded  in  justice  or  in  fact.  It 
will  be  seen  that  on  the  application  of  the  judge 
advocate  to  the  executive  of  Alabama,  for  docu- 
ments and  the  names  of  witnesses  to  support  the 
accusation  against  general  Wool,  the  late  governor 
(the  honorable  C.  C.  Clay)  replies:  ‘The  only  offi- 
cial information  I ever  received  in  reference  to  the 
conduct  of  general  Wool,  will  be  found  in  the  ex- 
ecutive archives.  I am  not  informed  of  the  names 
of  the  witnesses  to  prove  the  charges  against  gene- 
ral Wool;  but  presume  the  officers  who  served  un- 
der him.  in  that  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  lying 
Alabama,  would  be  competent  to  prove  the 
orders,  which  were  the  subject  of  complaint.’  And 
the  acting  governor  (his  excellency,  H.  McVay), 
says:  ‘Having  caused  an  examination  to  be  made, 
nothing  can  be  found  on  file  in  this  department 
which  will  enable  me  to  furnish  the  information 
desired,  nor  am  I able  to  comply  with  your  request 
from  other  sources.’  Pursuing,  however,  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorable  Mr.  Clay,  that  ‘the  offi- 
cers who  served  under  him  (general  Wool)  in  that 
part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  lying  in  Alabama, 
would  be  competent  to  prove  the  orders  which 
were  the  subject  of  complaint,’  the  judge  advocate, 
principally  at  the  instance  of  general  Wool,  sum- 
moned many  witnesses,  and  the  latter  has  also  free- 
ly submitted  to  the  court  every  paper  in  his,  power 
which,  as  it  would  seem,  belongs  to  the  matter 
under  investigation. 

From  this  mass  of  evidence,  parole  and  docu- 
mentary, it  appears  that,  in  his  conduct  towards 
Alabama,  so  far  from  ‘disturbing  the  peace  ot  the 
community,’  and  ‘trampling  on  the  rights’  ot  the 
people,  general  Wool’s  acts  were  so  strikingly 
marked  by  caution,  temper,  and  mildness,  as  to  re- 
ceive the  almost  universal  approbation  ol  the  very 
people  whom  he  is  charged  with  having  outraged. 

“Another, and  the  principal  accusation  contained 
in  the  letter  of  governor  Clay  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, (evidently  founded  on  the  preamble  ot  the 
said  joint  resolution),  is,  that  general  Wool  had 
usurped  the  powers  of  the  civil  tribunals  of  Alabama: 
and  the  said  preamble  sets  forth  that  ‘a  company  of 
volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  command  of  (brigadier)  general  Wool,  have 
been  stationed  in  the  country  lately  owned  by  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  in  this  state,  for  the  pre- 
tended purpose  of  keeping  peace  between  the  said 
tribe  of  Indians  and  the  citizens  of  the  state,  and 
have  taken  upon  themselves  the  authority  to  adju- 
dicate upon  the  claims  of  our  citizens  to  their  right 
to  the  possession  of  improvements;  and  in  the  em 
lorcements  of  these  adjudications  have  brought 
about  a most  ruinous  and  fatal  conflict  between  our 
most  worthy  citizens,  the  consequences  of  which 
have  already  resulted  in.  the  taking  of  each  other’s 
lives.’  The  case  here  referred  to  has  been  most 
fully  developed  in  the  evidence,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  Indian  children  of  one  John  Gunter, 
deceased,  through  the  sheriff  (Riddle)  of  Jackson 
county,  administrator  ex  officio,  under  the  orphans’ 
court,  claimed  the  possession  of  certain  improve- 
ments of  which  Nathaniel  Steel,  a white  man,  was 
in  the  actual  occupancy:  that  on  the  application  to 
that  effect  to  general  Wo.ol,  by  the  sherilf  adminis- 
tiator,  general  Wool  decided  the  case,  with  the 
previous  approbation  of  the  said  Steel,  giving  the 
right  of  possession  to  a certain  part  of  the  improve- 
ments to  the  administrator,  with  which  decision 
Steel  expressed  himself  to  be  satisfied:  that  captain 
Morrow,  who  commanded  a volunteer  company 
three  or  four  miles  off,  received  instruction  from 
general  Wool  to  put  the  administrator  in  possession 
of  that  part  of  the  improvements  adjudged  to  him: 
that  Steel  quietly,  and  without  the  application  of 
military  force,  consented  to  give  up  the  possession 
and  began  accordingly  to  evacuate  the  premises; 
upon  which  captain  Moirow,  and  the  small  detach- 
ment that  was  with  him,  withdrew  to  his  camp, 
distant  as  aforesaid:  and  that  the  conflict  which  af- 
terwards occurred,  was  neither  in  the  presence, 
nor,  at  the  moment,  within  the  knowledge  of  any 
officer  or  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

“It  is  further  in  proof,  and,  indeed,  fully  admit- 
ted by  general  Wool,  that  he  decided  many  other 
claims,  preferred  by  Indians,  to  improvements 
wrongfully  possessed  by  citizens  of  the  states;  and 
it  would  appear  that  in  all  these  cases  his  decisions 
were  acquiesced  in,  not  only  without  conflict,  but 
without  complaint.  The  question  now  occurs:  By 
what  authority  did  general  Wool  take  upon  himself 
to  give  decisions  on  the  class  of  cases  just  recited, 
and  in  doing  so,  did  he,  as  is  solemnly  charged 
from  a high  quarter,  usurp  the  powers  of  the  civil 
tribunals  of  Alabama?  The  16tll  article  *of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kees,  ratified  May  23,  1836,  allows  those  Indians  to 
remain  in  the  country  therein  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  up  to  May  23,  1838,  and  the  United  States 


stipulate  ‘to  protect  and  defend  them  (the  said  In" 
dians)  in  their  possessions  and  property,  and  the 
free  use  and  occupation  of  the  same.’  This  treaty 
is  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  instructions  from 
time  to  time  addressed  to  general  Wool,  by  thy  war 
department,  and  once  emphatically  by  president 
Jackson  himself,  in  a letter  to  the  same  command- 
ing officer,  and  in  each  case,  as  a rule  of  conduct: 
lor  the  latter.  In  this  letter  lrom  the  then  presi- 
dent, and  also  in  that  from  the  war  office,  October 
12,  1836,  general  Wool  is  directed  to  consider  the 
6th  article  of  the  said  treaty,  which  confers  even  a 
higher  power  on  the  commanding  officer  than  the 
16th,  as  applicable  to  the  Cherokees  whilst  yet  re- 
siding within  the  geographical  limits  of  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  and 
consequently  that  he,  general  Wool,  was,  by  the 
16th  article,  fully  invested  with  the  inferior  power 
of  repossessing  an  Indian  claimant  of  improvements 
wrongfully  withheld  by  a white  intruder  not  recog- 
nized by  the  Cherokees  as  one  of  their  people. 
Again,  the  instrument  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  and  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  ratified  by  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  May  23,  1836,  being 
called,  upon  its  face,  a treaty,  and  repeatedly  refer- 
red to  as  such  by  the  president  arid  secretary  of 
war,  general  Wool  naturally  considered  it  as  such 
an  instrument  as  is  spoken  of  in  the  2d  clause,  ar- 
ticle 6th,  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States: 
that  is,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  conse- 
quently believed  himself,  under  it  and  his  instruc- 
tions, to  possess  the  right  as  well  as  the  power,  to 
do  justice,  in  the  Cherokee  country,  to  Indian  com- 
plainants without  usurping  the  power  of  the  civil 
tribunals  of  Alabama,  or  that  of  the  tribunals  of 
the  other  particular  states  mentioned.  Without, 
however,  pushing  this  view  of  the  subject  any  lar- 
ther,  which  might  be  improper  in  a military  tribu- 
nal, this  court  is  of  opinion  that  general  Wool,  in  • 
the  acts  recited  and  complained  of,  cannot  be  justly 
charged  with  having  usurped  powers  belonging  to 
the  courts  of  Alabama. 

In  the  letter  of  his  excellency,  governor  Clay, 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  July  3,  1837,  before 
the  court,  there  is  an  incidental  mention  of  another 
letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  complaining  ot 
other  acts  of  general  Wool,  perhaps  ol  the  same, 
or  a similar  character  to  those  already  noticed:  but 
this  letter  not  having  been  submitted  to  this  court 
by  the  proper  authority,  and  its  contents  unknown, 
except  by  conjecture,  no  testimony  has  been  taken, 
and  no  opinion  is  here  given  on  its  subject. 

The  attention  of  the  court,  in  its  order  of  ap- 
pointment, has  also  been  directed  to  ‘others  under 
lis  (general  Wool’s)  command  in  reference  to’  the 
matters  complained  off:  but  the  name  of  no  other 
officer  is  given  in  that  order,  or  mentioned  by  the 
legislature  or  executive  of  Alabama  in  the  papers, 
from  them,  submitted  to  the  court.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  incidentally  disclosed  by  the  evidence, 
that  captain  Morrow,  commanding  a company  of 
Tennessee  volunteers,  in  the  temporary  service  of 
the  United  States,  was  the  individual  charged  with 
the  execution  of  general  Wool’s  decision  relative 
to  the  improvements  of  John  Gunter,  deceased 
which' were  in  the  possession  of  Nathaniel  Steel, 
In  reference  to  this  excellent  officer,  (captain  Mor. 
row)  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he  acted  in  stric- 
conformity  witli  the  orders  of  his  superior,  and  in 
such  manner  as  to  demand  and  receive  the  empha- 
tic approbation  of  all  the  parties  claiming  those 
improvements — as  may  be  seen  in  their  respective 
letters  to  him,  annexed  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
court.” 

II.  The  president  of  the  United  States  approves 
the  proceedings  in  the  foregoing  case. 

III.  The  court  of  enquiry  of  which  brevet  major 
general  Scott  is  president,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief: 

ROGER  JONES,  adj’t.  gen. 


UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  1837.  The  senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  committee 
on  finance,'  on  petitions  from  New  Oileans,  St. 
Louis,  and  other  quarters,  fora  United  States  bank: 
“ Resolved , That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted/’ 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  see  much 
utility  in  acting  on  a liegative  resolution  of  this 
kind.  He  recollected  but  one  example  of  a similar 
resolution,  and  that’  was  during  the  session  ol  con- 
gress when  the  declaration  of  the  late  war  was 
made  against  Great  Biitain.  The  resolution  was 
offered 'by  that  most  extraordinary  man,  now  no 
more,  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia.  Learning  that 
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the  message  of  Mr.  Madison  to  congress  would 
recommend  a declaration  of  war,  he  rose  in  his 
place,  two  or  three  days  before  it  was  presented, 
and  offered  a resolution  similar  to  this,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  declare  war  against  Great  Britain. 
It  was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  other, 
without  a vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  declared  yester- 
day, that  it  was  expedient  to  express  any  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  this  time;  and  he  would  submit 
it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  were  not  better  that  it 
should  lie  on  the  table.  He  thought  there  would 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  the  resolution  now 
stood,  under  present  circumstances.  Mr.  C.  thought 
they  had  better  not  now  establish  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  much  as  it  appeared  to  be  necessary 
to  relieve  the  country.  But,  if  it  was  not  to  be  laid 
on  the  table,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing substitute: 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish 
a United  States  bank  whenever  it  shall  be  manifest- 
ed that  a clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Statgs  are  in  favor  of  such  an  institution. 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  the  committee  had  pro- 
ceeded in  the  customary  mode  with  the  memorials 
referred  to  them  on  this  subject,  and  had  reported 
the  opinion  of  the  majority,  in  the  usual  manner, 
leaving  their  report  to  the  judgment  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  mean  to  throw  any  re- 
flection on  the  committee.  But  his  objection  was 
against  making  a decision,  contrary  to  usage,  on 
the  proposition  reported  by  the  committee,  and  for 
no  principal  purpose  except  one,  and  that  was,  that 
by  the  character  of  tiie  vote  the  people  might  see 
what  little  chance  there  was  of  getting  a United 
States  bank.  It  w^s  contrary  to  usage  to  press 
such  a question  in  the  negative,  unless  it  was  in- 
tended to  turn  it  into  an  affirmative,  an  intention 
which,  at  this  time,  did  not  exist.  But,  if  this 
should  be  pressed,  Mr.  C.  trusted  he  would  get  the 
sense  of  the  senate  on  a resolution  which  he  should 
offer. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  in  some  points  of  view,  this 
might  be  considered  as  connected  with  other  dis- 
cussions; and  lie  had  no  objection  to  its  being  dis- 
posed of  without  discussion.  But  that  was  not  to 
be  expected,  and  the  discussion  would  interfere 
with  other  measures.  He  moved  to  postpone  it  till 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  should  be  glad  if  the  senator 
would  extend  his  postponement  to  a later  period 
than  Monday  next,  as  the  action  upon  it  would  de- 
pend much  on  the  proceedings  of  congress  on  the 
propositions  which  had  already  been  submitted.  If 
congress  should  continue  in  session,  it  might  be  in- 
expedient to  foreclose  themselves  on  this  measure; 
or  it  might  possibly  occur  that  an  administration 
majority  of  the  senate  would  yet  prefer  a United 
States  bank.  Two  propositions  had  been  made  be- 
fore, and  a third  was  suggested  by  a gentleman 
who  spoke  yesterday;  and  it  was  now  proposed  to 
cut  off  one  of  the  means  of  relief  which  had  been 
suggested  from  an  eminent  quarter  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  P.  would  not  say  that  a United  States- bank 
was  inexpedient  till  he  knew  what  would  be  more 
expedient.  In  two  weeks  such  developments  might 
be  made  as  would  induce  him  to  go  for  a United 
States  bank;  for  whatever  were  his  feelings  towards 
such  a bank,  he  was  not  disposed  to  carry  his  hos- 
tility towards  it  so  far  as  to  destroy  the  country, 
and  see  it  sacrificed  on  account  of  a bank.  As  he 
yet  saw  no  positive  in  his  course,  he  would  have  no 
negative.  He  would  judge  of  all  projects  on  their 
merits;  and  if  he  should  now  judge  between  the 
measure  of  the  committee  and  a United  States 
bank,  he  would  find  it  difficult  to  make  up  his  mind 
which  to  select.  A United  States  bank  might  be 
dangerous;  but  he  doubted  whether  it  would  be 
more  dangerous  than  to  divide  the  government  from 
the  states  and  the  people.  But  pressing  either 
question  at  this  time  was  premature.  A bank  of 
the  United  States  was  a forlorn  hope;  and  it  might 
be  that  they  would  be  glad  to  shadow  themselves 
under  this  impending  mass,  to  escape  a worse  alter- 
native. Mr.  P.  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  this 
subject  should  be  deferred  till  they  could  see  what 
would  be  the  action  of  the  two  houses  on  the  mea- 
sures already  before  them.  Mr.  Y , desired  light, 
that  he  might  know  where  they  were  going,  wiiat 
they  were  doing,  and.  at  what  they  would  arrive. 
He  would  cut  oif  no  hope  in  this  dangerous  navi- 
gation. It  w'as  known  that  many  regarded  a bank 
as  the  only  remedy;  it  was  so  among  Mr.  P.’s  own 
constituents;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  cut  them 
off  from  their  favorite  and  only  measure  without 
discussion.  Let  this  be  put  off  for  a time,  and  if 
congress  should  adopt  nothing  proper  for  the  emer- 
gency, this  matter  would  coine  up,  and  would  ob- 
tain a deliberate  and  dispassionate  discussion. 


Mr.  Webster  said  he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  the 
senate  of  voting  on  this  question.  If  it  should  now 
be  postponed  till  Monday,  and  it  then  appeared  ex- 
pedient to  postpone  it  further,  it  might  then  be 
done. 

Mr.  Morris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  postponement;  which  were  ordered,  and 
the  question  of  postponement  till  Monday  next  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight, 
McKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Swift,  Webster — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown.  Buch- 
anan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 30. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  a substitute  .to  Mr.  Clay’s 
substitute,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  senate,  a 
clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
and  it  is  therefore  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

On  this  Mr.  Benton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  this  substitute  was  car- 
ried, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Linn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  W7hite,  Williams,  Wright.  Young 
—29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tipton,  Webster — 14. 

To  the  original  resolution,  thus  amended,  Mr. 
Clay  offered  the  following  substitute:  substantially 
the  same  as  the  one  he  offered  before: 

Resolved,  That  whenever  it  is  manifested  that  a 
clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  in  favor  of  a national  bank,  it  ought  to  be  estab 
lished. 

Mr.  C.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  sub- 
stitute; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  understood  to  say  that  the  com 
mittee  had  reported  their  resolution  in  the  usual 
form,  and  had  supposed  that  every  senator  there 
would  be  prepared  1o  vote  upon  it.  Mr.  C.  was 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it  at  any  time;  but  he 
would  willingly,  if  unprepared,  express  what  his 
opinions  of  a United  States  bank  were.  He  was 
here  to  do  his  duty;  and  even  if  a majority  of 
the  people  thought  otherwise,  he  would  act  on  his 
own  convictions.  He  thought  it  due  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  should  be 
known,  and  they  would  then  know  better  how  to 
make  a selection. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  did  not  think  proper  to  vote 
for  either  of  the  two  substitutes.  He  did  not  know 
the  views  of  the  people  on  this  subject;  and  if  he 
was  opposed  to  a bank,  and  two-thirds  of  the  peo- 
ple were  against  him,  he  would  not  surrender  his 
convictions  of  what  was  right.  He  was  averse  to 
this  mode  of  proceeding.  Here  was  a parliamen- 
tary trap,  so  situated  that  gentlemen’s  sentiments 
could  not  beexpressed  on  the  report.  Mr.  P.  under- 
stood it.  He  was  brought  up  in  such  a way  that  if 
he  should  vote  against  this  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee hp  would  be  declared  to  be  in  favor  of  aUnited 
States  bank,  a United  States  bank  man,  and  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  Such  legislation  he  considered 
inconsistent  with  the  gravity  of  the  senate.  If  any 
gentleman  were  not  now  in  favor  of  a bank,  in  ten 
days  he  might  notwithstanding  be  for  it,  driven 
against  it,  as  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the 
late  bank,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times.  Mr. 
P.  was  not  in  favor  of  aUnited  States  bank;  but 
should  he,  therefore,  show  the  people  that  he  took 
a United  States  bank  to  be  worse  than  any  tiling 
that  could  be  done?  He  could  not  do  this;  he  could 
not  consent  that  this  measure  should  be  strangled, 
without  knowing- what  the  administration  would 
do.  Cut  off' a bunk  now  and  they  might  be  driven 
against  it  in  two  weeks  thereafter.  Mr.  P.  would 
cut  off’ from  nothing,  and  if  this  plank  was  ffoating 
about  them,  let  it  float;  it  might  be  wanted  here- 
after. 

It  had  been  said  that  every  genlleman  might  be 
supposed  to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  this  impor- 
tant matter  already.  But  where  there  were  alter- 
native propositions  Mr.  P.  was  not  prepared  to  say 
gentlemen  had  made  up  their  minds  before  they 
were  discussed.  And  if  gentlemen  had  made  up 
their  minds,  why  push  any  subject  farther  in  debate; 


why  discuss  the  sub-treasury  system  if  every  gen- 
tleman’s mind  was  made  up?  Mr.  P.  did  not  wish 
for  delay  more  than  others;  but  when  lie,  as  well  as 
others,  felt  most  anxious  lor  the  country,  were  they 
not  to  be  indulged  in  debate? 

Mr.  P.  knew  that  the  majority  of  the  senate 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  the  president’s 
message;  they  would  follow  their  monitor  and  re- 
cord his  edicts.  This  he  would  not  do.  If  ho 
could  do  no  better,  he  would  sustain  his  proposi- 
tions; and  if  lie  should  come  to  the  conviction  that 
the  president  had  done  well  and  wisely,  that  he  had 
foreseen  coming  evils  and  devised  a remedy,  that  in 
the  chair  in  which  lie  was  seated  he  had  been  wil- 
ling to  use  his  own  hands  to  strip  himself  of  undue 
power,  to  cut  down  his  too  extensive  patronage,  to 
divest  himself  of  the  terrors  of  the  dangerous  means 
which  he  possessed,  Mr.  P.  would  then  come  for- 
ward and  acknowledge  that  lie  had  mistaken  his 
character,  and  would  say,  you  have  done  well,  and 
I am  of  you;  I renounce  my  opposition,  and  will  ad- 
here to  you.  If  these  measures  which  he  had  sug- 
gested were  the  sense  and  would  proniole  the  ben- 
efit of  the  nation,  no  man  deserved  better  of  his 
country.  He  came  into  power  with  the  party  and 
strength  of  the  most  powerful  president,  surround- 
ed by  that  party.  But  he  had  done  the  very  oppo- 
site of  cutting  down  his  pow  er.  1 f he  had  done  this 
Mr.  P.  would  have  bowed  with  gratitude  beiore 
him,  tolci  him  to  march  on  in  the  path  which  he  had 
entered,  and  would  have  sustained  him  in  it. 

Mr.  P.  fell  that  willing  as  he  would  be  to  support 
the  administration  if  its  measures  tended  to  the 
good  ofthe  country — if  the  present  president  show- 
ed the  desire  and  inclination  to  abandon  the  course 
of  usurpation,  he  could  riot  then  be  unwilling  to 
support  the  administration;  but  until  tile  adminis- 
tration came  over  to  him  (doing  that  which  was 
right  and  patriotic)  Mr.  P.  would  not  go  over  lo 
the  administration.  As  he  was  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  general  Jackson,  so  (unless  he  aban- 
doned his  principles  and  his  consistency)  lie  must 
remain  opposed  to  an  administration  which  was 
pledged  to  follow  in  the  former's  footsteps.  As  to 
the  immediate  question  before  the  senate,  Mr.  P. 
was  not  willing  to  pass  a resolution  of  this  kind, 
prejudging  the  matter,  giving,  as  it  were,  a certifi- 
cate to  the  members  of  the  administration,  which 
they  would  carry  in  their  hands  before  the  people 
at  the  coming  elections,  and  say,  “see,  congress  is 
against  a national  hank;  congress  favorsourcour.se 
it  has  pronounced  its  opinion.”  Thus  Mr.  P.  look 
ed  upon  the  whole  affair  as  a parliamentary  trap  to 
catch  the  senate  unadvisedly  into  the  support  of 
men  and  principles  which  he  was  persuaded  the 
country  could  not  and  would  not  support.  If  it 
would  be  in  order,  Mr  P.  wished  to  move  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists. 

The  chair  intimated  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  explanation,  vindicated  the  course 
of  the  committee.  He  had  not  proposed  the  amend- 
which  Mr.  Preston  called  a trap . 

Mr.  W.  submitted  to  the  chair  whether  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  was  not  out 
of  order,  being  only  a reiteration  of  a former  amend- 
ment. 

The  chair  (Mr.  Hubbard)  decided  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Clay  not  to  be  inconsistent  with  any 
former  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  only  ground 
which  the  president  assumed  in  his  proclamation 
for  his  opposition  against  the  bank  was  the  ground 
that  the  people  were  against  a bank.  There  was 
no  doubt  the  president  would  go  for  a bank  if  the 
wishes  of  the  people  were  decidedly  expressed  in 
favor  of  a bank.  Mr.  C.  thought  this  resolution 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  forward  in  the  man- 
ner it  had  been  to  obtain  an  opinion  from  the  sen- 
ate. It  was  not  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Wright  explained  the  history  of  the  resolu- 
tion; it  would  have  been  brought  forward  before  this 
day,  but  that  the  floor  was  occupied  by  some  sena- 
tor. This  was  the  only  reason  why  it  had  been 
passed  by  until  this  morning. 

Mr.  Clay  said  his  amendment  had  been  rendered 
absolutely  necessary  by  the  course  pursued.  If  the 
resolution  had  been  suffered  lo  lake  the  usual 
course,  and  been  left  to  lie  upon  the  table  without 
inviting  any  action  of  tile  senate  upon  il,  no  sena- 
tor would  have  brought  forward  any  proposition^ 
The  resolution,  with  its  amendments,  said  virtually 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ‘ Whatever  your 
wishes  may  be,  whatever  may  be  your  wants,  they  shall 
be  altogether  disregarded."  Mr.  C.  thought  a decid- 
ed majority  would  be  found  in  favor  of  a national 
bank,  and  therefore  his  amendment  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  briefly  on  the 
amendment,  urging  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  peo- 
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pie  were  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank,  and  only  anxious  for  a pure  and  mere  metal- 
lic currency. 

Mr.  Roane  said  he  was  unalterably  and  un- 
changeably fixed  against  a bank.  Whatever  might 
happen  he  could  never  consent  to  one;  if  the  country 
would  be  ruined  without  it,  he  could  not  agree  to 
give  it.  No  possible  state  of  things  could  arrive  in 
which  he  would  ever  consent  to  such  a measure. 
If  there  was  no  other  means  than  it  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country,  he  would  reject  it.  Therefore 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  which  w’ent  to 
express  as  much  as  being  the  decision  of  the  senate 
and  of  congress. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  it  due  to  the  people  that 
there  should  be  a distinct  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  this  body  on  this  subject.  The  country  was 
in  an  unsettled  state,  and  to  come  to  some  decision 
was  the  best  relief.  He  should  vote  for  the  origi- 
nal resolution. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Pres- 
ton: he  had  understood  his  colleague  to  intimate, 
that  whoever  supported  one  act  of  the  administra- 
tion supported  it  in  all  its  acts,  and  was  therefore 
an  administration  man.  His  colleague’s  inference 
appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary. 

Mr.  Preston  said,  that  if  he  approved  of  the  most 
prominent  and  most  important  measure  of  the  ad- 
ministration, then,  though  he  might  differ  on  some 
few  other  points,  he  certainly  should  consider  him- 
self to  be  an  administration  man.  If  he  made  the 
amende  honorable  to  Mr  Van  Buren,  he  was  not 
therefore  necessarily  supposed  always  to  vote  for  all 
his  measures;  if  in  the  main,  if  in  general  princi- 
ples and  policy,  or  in  support  of  his  great  prirhary 
scheme,  he  went  with  him,  that  was  being  an  ad- 
ministration man.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  (though 
he  might  even  vote  for  minor  administration  mea- 
sures, when  he  thought  them  beneficial),  he  was 
opposed  to  tile  great  measures,  to  the  general  poli- 
c i and  leading  principles  of  the  administralion,  if 
he  opposed  his  one  great  plan,  that  was  being  an 
opposition  man.  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  at  this  moment 
an  opposition  man.  He  was  opposed,  strongly  op- 
posed, to  the  wild  schemes  and  new'  experiments 
of  the  administration;  he  was  opposed  to  its  great 
measure  of  divorcing  the  government  fron  the 
states  and  the  people,  and  therefore  (though  while 
so  opposed,  he  would  yet  go  with  it  for  any  mea- 
sure of  sound  policy  and  real  good  to  the  country) 
he  was  an  opposition  man.  Those  who  had  placed 
themselves  in  the  contrary  position  were  unques- 
tionably administration  men. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  astonished  that  his  col- 
league should  entertain  such  an  opinion.  Mr.  C. 
differed  with  him  on  tliatpoint.  1 (said  Mr.  C.) 
am  not  an  administration  man,  nor  any  other  man’s 
man.  but  I am  my  own  man.  I belong  to  the 
smallest  party  in  the  country.  I am  simply  an 
honest  nullifier.  [A  laugh.]  I go  (continued'  Mr. 
C.)  for  my  own  object,  which  is  sometimes  a good 
deal  ahead.  My  object  is  to  arrest  usurpation,  and 
fiist  and  chiefly  congressional  usurpation  against 
the  states;  after  that,  of  the  president  against  con- 
gress. I know  well  (said  Mr.  C.)  my  latitude  and 
my  longitude;  I keep  a log  book  and  a good  reck- 
oning. I know'  the  position  of  parties  on  all  sides, 
and  I am  pursuing  a course  which  nothing  shall 
drive  me  from.  I know  where  the  administration 
party  is;  its  reckoning  has  run  out,  and  it  has  only 
one  alternative,  namely,  to  go  back  to  the  old  re- 
publican principles  of  1S27:  the  principles  of  that 
day  were  those  of  the  old  slate  rights  party  of  the 
country.  Now  said  (Mr.  C.)  I see  a great  change 
on~both  sides;  through  Ihe  disturbing  influences  of 
that  great  man,  though  he  thought  him  an  erroneous 
man,  (general  Jackson,)  the  Jackson  party  was 
near  destruction,  and  nothing  was  left  to  it  but  to 
fall  back  upon  the  old  state  rights  ground  of  1827. 
Executive  usurpation  was  now  at  an  end.  As  to 
what  he  had  done  to  obtain  a victory  over  execu- 
tive usurpation,  he  went  for  that.  He  had  pursued 
that  course  to  guard  against  what  he  foresaw  would 
end  in  six  or  seven  years.  I am  (said  Mr.  C.) 
against,  congressional  usurpation  more  than  against 
executive;  and  if  so,  where  am  I now  situated  but 
in  the  old  republican  rank  of  1827?  As  far  as  they 
act  with  me,  I go  lor  them;  if  they  do  not  act  with 
me,  I do  not  go  for  them.  I am  not  a Van  Buren 
man.  nor  an  anli-Van  Buren  man,  but  a plain  hon- 
est mi  Hi  Her. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  felt  himself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  making  a few  remarks.  As  for  himself,  he 
u7as  in  opposition  to  the  administration.  He  did 
not  see  that  the  administration  was  come  over  to 
him,  and  until  they  come  over  to  me,  or  I am  gone 
over  to  them,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be  an  ad- 
ministration man.  It  would  indeed  give  him  (Mr. 
P.  said)  great  pleasure  if  he  could  discover  that  the 
rulers  who  had  governed,  or  rather  he  ought  to  say 
who  had  domineered  over  us  so  long,  were  now  ex- 


hausted in  their  misrule,  and,  from  the  necessity  of 
their  situation,  had  come  back  to  good  old  princi- 
ples. Nothing  would  give  him  more  happiness  than 
to  find  that  the  Jackson  party,  by  the  mere  infusion 
of  Van  Bureiiism,  had  been  cured  at  once  of  all  that 
w'as  wrong  in  it,  and  had  come  back  to  old  princi- 
ples. But,  in  spite  of  his  disposition  to  wish  for 
the  best,  he  must  confess  that  he  could  not  see  they 
had  changed,  he  could  not  perceive  a shadow  of 
turning.  So  far  from  any  return  to  good  principles, 
to  sound  policy,  to  wise  measures — so  far  Horn  ex- 
hibiting any  desire  to  heal  the  bleeding  wounds  ol 
our  bleeding  country,  they  persevered,  unchanged 
by  experience,  unmoved  by  the  desolation  mound,  in 
the  prosecution  of  schemes  fatal  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  They  went  onward  in 
the  experiments  of  their  political  alchymy,  and  after 
bursting  one  set  of  vessels,  they  are  now;  getting  up 
another  scheme,  preparing  to  make  another  burst, 
pressing  upon  us  other  experiments,  other  expedi- 
ents, equally  wild.  What!  are  they  changed?  Are 
they  not  now  urging  upon  the  country  another  ex- 
periment, which  I profess  before  God  I believe  to 
be  more  frightful  and  alarming  in  the  distress  and 
ruin  it  will  spread  around,  than  if  a foreign  army 
were  to  march  over  the  land,  and  lay  waste  all  be- 
fore it,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana!  It  is  an  experi- 
ment which  it  will  cost  all  the  property  in  the 
country  to  make!  An  experiment,  which,  if  we 
judge  by  the  past,  by  what  has  just  happened,  at 
the  end  of  three  or  four  years,  when  the  country  is 
down  in  complete  aud  utter  ruin,  when  the  clamor 
of  universal  distress  will  call  us  together  again  as 
we  have  been  called  now,  then  they  will  again 
come  forward  with  the  same  sangfroid  as  they  do 
now,  and  will  ask  leave  to  make  another  experi- 
ment, denouncing  at  the  same  time  in  bitter  terms 
the  very  experiment  which  a year  before  they  had 
declared  to  be  the  only  salvation!  Not  the  high  re- 
spect and  veneration  (said  Mr.  P.)  which  I enter- 
tain for  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Calhoun)  can 
induce  me  to  say  that  I think  the  Van  Buren  party 
is  changed — (hat  it  is  now  suddenly  and  in  a mo- 
ment, without  any  evidence  lo  prove  it — with  much 
evidence  to  the  contrary — that  it  is  now  exactly  the 
reverse  of  what  it  was  belore!  Are  they  now  wise 
—by  necessity?  Are  they  now'  virtuous— by  neces- 
sity? Are  they  now  patriotic — by  necessity?  Are 
they  not  now'  any  longer  the  SPOILS  PARTY? 
Are  they  not  still  the  experimenting,  the  expung- 
ing, the  patronage  party?  Has  necessity  produced 
any  change  in  them?  Do  they  relax  their  measures 
— do  they  return  to  sound  experience— have  they 
become  wise,  or  moderate,  or  patriotic,  by  neces- 
sity? 

When,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.)  I think  they  have 
changed,  then,  but  not  till  Ihen,  I will  act  cordially 
with  iherh;  I will  unite  with  them  if  it  be  to  bless, 
but  not  to  curse  the  country.  Then,  sir,  when  I 
see  a change,  when  facts  exhibit  it,  I will  make 
them  the  amende  honorable.  But.  sir,  (continued 
Mr.  P.)  I fear,  I greatly  fear,  (for  1 have,  perhaps 
unfortunately,  fallen  into  a habit  of  distrust, ) I fear, 
sir,  that  the  period,  the  end  of  executive  unsurpa- 
tion,  is  not  arrived.  In  better  times  it  began,  and 
now,  in  times  such  as  these,  with  such  fearful  evi- 
dences, such  direful  menaces,  such  alarming  symp- 
toms, such  threatening  propositions  belore  us,  I say, 
is  it  now  we  are  to  conclude  it  is  suddenly  ended? 

I see  no  change,  no  symptoms  of  change;  they  are 
non  alter , sed  idem.  Arid  as  to  the  prospect  of 
change,  the  suggestion  of  the  administration  for 
this  divorce  scheme  is  pregnant  with  the  most 
frightful  dangers  of  executive  power;  it  lays  the 
foundation  of  an  impregnable  fortress  of  executive 
patronage;  it  gives  us  the  promise  of  a terrible  here- 
after. 1 do  not  think  (said  Mr.  Preston)  the  conn- 
try  is  going  to  try  it;  but  if  it  does,  then  God  grant 
it  may  be  prosperous! 

Mr.  Preston  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  ' 
resolution  before  the  senate,  proposing  to  declare 
that  a bank  of  the  United  States  is  a measure  repu- 
diated by  Ihe  senate.  He  was  not  willing;  to  vote 
lor  this  proposition,  because  it  would  put  him  in  a 
false  attitude  before  the  country.  He  did  not  t hi nk 
a bank  of  the  United  States  expedient  at  this  time, 
but  he  was  not  therefore  going  to  pledge  himself 
that  he  never  would  adopt  one.  On  the  contrary, 
of  all  measures  proposed,  he  would  support  Ihe  best; 
and  if  none  should  be  proposed  so  good  as  a nation- 
al bank,  then,  rather  than  see  the  country  continue 
to  suffer,  he  would  • gladly  adopt  that  as  a dernier 
resort.  But  he  was  not  going  to  pledge  himself,  as 
the  senator  from  Virginia  had  done,  that  in  no  case, 
not  even  if  it  were  the  only  means  to  rescue  Ihe 
nation  from  ruin,  that  even  then  he  would  not  adopt 
it!  The  administration  proposes  its  divorce  scheme, 
and  a hard  money  currency;  others  propose  the 
state  banks.  If  neither  of  these  is  adopted,  there 
remains  no  other  remedy  but  a bank.  Mr.  Preston 
was  not  inclined  to  go  fora  bank  now,  but  lie  could 


not  tell  what  might  be  come  of  us!  I think,  (said' 
Mr.  P.)  if  the  hard  money  and  divorce  plan  is- 
adopted,  Ihen,  after  passing  through  a course  of  un- 
heard-of ruin,  we  shall  be  driven  by  the  curses  of 
our  constituents  from  the  career  of  fantastical  ex- 
periments—we  shall  be  driven  to  adopt  a bank! 
Though  a national  bank  were  a thousand  times 
blacker  than  its  opponents  have  painted  if,  we  shall 
feel  at  last  that  nothing  can  be  blacker  than  what 
we  have  gone  through;  and  (he  country  will  fly  to 
escape  from  agitation  and  alarm,  from  attacks  upon 
the  property  of  the  people— the  country  will  fly, 
and  it  ought  to  fly,  to  a measure  which  will  give  it 
rest.  The  hard-money  scheme  will  eventually 
bring  forth  the  United  States  bank,  through  a tra- 
vail of  unheard-of  agony.  I am  not  now 'inclined 
to  vote  for  the  United  States  bankybut  I do  confess 
I have  an  inclination  that  way  on  account  of  the 
envenomed  war  which  has  been  carried  on  against 
it,  carried  on  with  the  extreme  of  personal  ani- 
mosity. I think  I know  the  spirit  of  my  country- 
men, and  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  lift  up  the 
oppressed,  and  favor  those  who  had  been  trampled 
under  loot;  that  they  would  be  more  disposed  to 
wage  war  against  those  who  had  carried  on  this 
bitter  warfare,  than  continue  to  persecute  the  fallen, 

1 might  say,  for  righteousness’  sake. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  regarded  the  introduction  ot 
this  question  concerning  the  bank  as  a torch  thrown 
inlo  (he  discussion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  turn 
off  the  seriate  from  the  able  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  administration,  (o  rouse  the-conntry  by 
the  use  of  a catch-word,  and  to  present  a false  issue. 
He,  however,  wished  to  see  the  discussion  of  the 
subjects  before  the  senate  proceed  in  a dispassion- 
ale  manner;  he  did  not  wish  the  tocsin  of  bank  war 
again  (o  be  sounded;  he  disavowed  Ihe  issue  now 
attempted  to  be  raised.  He  would  not  pledge  him- 
self never  to  vote  tor  a national  hank  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. There  might  arise  circumstances 
when  no  other  alternative  would  be  left,  as  was  the 
case  formerly  with  Mr,  Madison,  and  with  the 
whole  republican  party.  He  therefore  wished  the 
resolution  to  be  treated  with  a negation  which 
would  have  no  uninfluencing  effect  upon  the  people, 
whereas  a n affirmative  declaration,  such  as  it  were 
now  attempted  to  pass,  was,. as  he  thought,  a par- 
liamentary trap  for  the  senate,  intended  to  prejudge 
(he  case  before  the  people.  It  was  not  usual',  Mr. 
P.  further  remarked,  to  call  up  “negative  proposi- 
tions, to  be  discarded,  and,  when  they  w ere  positive 
negations,  they  were  not  necessary.  This  was  not 
going  lo  produce  any  eflect  with  the  people.  If 
(hey  could  agree  on  any  proposition,  things  would 
be  in  a belter  condition,  for  they  would  at  least  be 
in  a course  of  experiment.  But  there  would  be 
difficulties  in  the  way.  If  the  hard  money  and  di- 
vorce scheme  should  be  carried,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  would  carry  it  into  effect.  But  if  the  state 
bank  system  should  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  execu- 
tive, Mr.  P.  doubted  the  nurture  which  it  would 
receive,  and  nursing  it  would  need.  Mr.  P.  saw  a 
great  many  practical  difficulties,-  Each  party,  he 
thought,  would  consent  that 'his  measures  should 
not  be  adopted,  if  that  of  his  adversary  might  fail 
first.  In  these  .dangerous  times  they  could  not  be 
carried  into  eflect;  they  would  want  that  motherly 
feeling,  which  would  help  them  to  go  before  leav- 
ing them  to  themselves. 1 

Mr.  .fllten  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
participating  in  the  discussion  which  had  occurred 
most  unexpectedly.  He  understood  the  question 
before  the  senate  was  on  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  would  not  interpose  between  the  two 
senators  from  South  Carolina,  or  in  any  manner  in- 
crease the  conflict  of  their  conflicting  opinions. 
He  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  it  involved  a bare  abstraction,  and,  as 
! such,  was  riot  proper  in  its  nature  to  be  acted  upon, 
nor  did  it  deserve  existence  in  that  body.  It  was 
revolutionary  of  the  constitution  of  ihe  government. 
It  proposed  that  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
should  declare  that,  in  their  opinion,  without  regard 
to  the  administration,  a majority  of  the  people  of 
this  union  were  to  pass  laws  for  the  government. 
Jt  was  to  annihilate  that  body  itself,  into  which  the 
states  threw  a majority,  in  distinction  from  the  peo- 
ple. He  would  not  vote  for  a resolution  of  a revo- 
lutionary character,  to  annul  and  annihilate  the 
body  that  established  it.  IVhat  was  the  oTjeet  of 
the  constitution!  It  was  to  have  the  sovereign 
states  represented  by  the  senate.  .Arid  yet  this 
body,  created  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  states  as 
sovereigns,  was.  by  the  proposition  of  the  senator, 
to  raise  the  hand  of  a suicide  to  its  ow  n throat. 

But  again,  what  was  the  proposition  as  to  matter 
of  fact?  It  was  vagS©  and  indefinite.  It  was.  that 
whenever  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  be  in  favor  of  a United  States  bank, 
it  ought  to  be  chartered  by  congress.  But  what 
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kind  of  a bank?  One  within  this  District,  over 
which  congress  had  exclusive  jurisdiction?  Or, 
like  the  former  bank,  with  power  to  create  branches 
in  the  states?  Which  did  the  senator  mean?  If  the 
latter,  with  what  propriety  could  he  call  on  Mr.  A, 
a senator  from  Ohio,  to  say,  regardless  of  the  whole 
people  of  that  state,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a bank, 
and  ready  to  intrude  it  in  that  state,  from  which 
they  had  struggled  so  hard  to  expel  it. 

But  what  was  the  force  of  this  resolution?  It 
was  a direct  invitation  to  the  bank  to  enter  the  po- 
litical canvass  for  the  next  four  years;  to  combine 
and  confederate  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  a char- 
ter. The  late  bank,  in  defiance  of  the  known  will 
of  the  people  of  Ohio,  and  in  contempt  of  her  con- 
stitutional rights,  maintained  a branch  in  that  state, 
and  laughed  at  her  sovereignty. 

And  was  Mr.  A.  to  go  in  favor  of  a bank,  it  might 
be  such  a bank  as  that;  and  was  he  to  be  called  on 
to  support  it  on  that  floor?  To  vote  that  it  ought 
to  be  chartered,  because  a majority  of  the  people  of 
the  union  were  in  favor  of  it,  when  perhaps  every 
inan  in  Ohio  might  be  against  it?  He  would  not 
do  it.  The  resolution  was  a nullification  of  the 
states  of  the  union,  as  organized  by  the  constitution 
of  the  government.  There  might  be  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  union  in  favor  of  a bank, 
while  the  majority'  of  the  states  were  opposed  to  it. 
If  the  people  were  to  decide,  and  not  the  states,  let 
Ohio  have  her  relative  strength.  The  effect  of  the 
resolution,  and  of  ottering  it,  was  to  bring  the  bank 
into  the  political  field,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
this  defunct  institution.  And  why?  Because  the 
people  once  expelled  it,  they  would  now  call  it  up 
to  regulate  the  revenue,  and  to  show  that  Mr.  Bid- 
dle’s bank  was  unjustly  expelled.  If  ti  e people 
bad  erred  in  its  expulsion,  might  they  not  err  in  its 
revival?  In  the  opinion  of  some,  the  people  always 
erred,  because  they  acted  against  it;  and  now  they 
had  erred  because  they'  had  once  expelled  it. 

Mr.  Tallin tid ge  said  he  had  voted  against  post- 
poning the  subject,  because  he  thought  if  postpon- 
ed, it  would  not  be  discussed.  But  after  the  vote 
on  the  resolution,  that  the  sense  of  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  union  was  opposed  to  a bank, 
ought  it  not  to  be  granted  to  he  a sufficient  indica- 
tion of  the  sense  of  the  senate?  He  therelore mov- 
ed to  lay  the  whole  on  the  table. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  this  motion,  and  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Kent,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Spence,  Swill,  Tallmadge,  Webster — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Grundy, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon.  Morris,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 26. 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  and  he  was  al- 
so opposed  to  that  of  the  senator  from  New  York, 
(which  had  oi.ee  been  adopted.)  He  concurred  in 
the  sentiments  just  before  expressed  by  the  senator 
irom  Ohio  in  regard  to  (he  resolution.  Besides,  it 
was  nugatory  as  amended,  because,  when  a major- 
ity of  the  people  and  the  states  should  be  in  favor 
ol  a bank,  it  would  be  established.  Still,  he  held 
that  senators  were  bound  to  meet  the  issue  present- 
ed before  them  by  the  committee.  There  ought  to 
be  certainty,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  re- 
spond to  every  issue  on  every  remedy  proposed. 

Mr.  Bcnlon  also  fully  concurred  with  the  senator 
from  Virginia.  Having  voted  for  the  amendment 
ot  the  senator  from  New  York,  when  lie  voted  again, 
he  should  vote  against  all  amendments. 

Mr.  B.  argued  at  considerable  length  that  this 
movement  ot  the  immediate  friends  of  the  bank, 
who,  at  a meeting  in  New  York,  had  drawn  up  the 
form  oi  a petition,  copies  of  which  they  sent  through 
the  country  by  special  agents.  As  proof  of  this, 
Mr.  B.  had  compared  two  of  the  petitions  and 
found  them  alike.  With  all  the  giant  efforts  of  the 
bank,  she  had  been  able  to  get  but  four  or  five  peti- 
tions sent  to  the  senate,  which  iact  he  regarded  as 
prool  that  she  had  received  the  verdict  of  her  con- 
demnation, and  her  fate  was  sealed,  forever;  anti 
therefore  she  Was  endeavoring  to  escape  from  the 
effect  of  the  vote  ot  the  senate,  now  about  .o  be 
given. 

Mr.  Black  said  lie  thought  it  was  not  done  by 
the  bank,  but  by  the  people  ihemselves.  He 
thought  there  was  no  feeling  in  favor  of  the  present 
bank,  but  of  a new  one,  such  as  congress  might 
prescribe. 

Mr.  Preston  briefly  expressed  his  gratification  at 
hearing  state  lights  doctrines  from  the  member  from 
Ohio.  But  although  Mr.  A.  was  a friend  of  the 


president,  the  president,  unlike  him,  held  to  the  de- 
mocracy' of  numbers.  He  was  opposed  to  both  the 
amendments,  and  as  he  would  not  restrict  himself 
he  should  say  nothing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Walker  said  on  this  subject  he  was  exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  there  should  be  distinct  action 
by  the  senate.  His  own  situation  was  peculiar. 
The  great  question  in  Mississippi  was  whether 
there  should  be  a bank  or  not;  and  he  desired  that 
the  people  should  know  fully  his  sentiments.  He 
was  threatened  with  instructions;  and  if  they  were 
in  favor  of  a bank,  he  should  retire,  and  give  place 
to  a substitute.  He  was  opposed  to  a bank,  and 
should  now  vote  against  it  and  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute, 
and  negatived  as  follows.’ 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith,  oi  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift, 
Webster— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Morris, Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 26. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  (once  adopted  by  a vote  of  29  to 
14.)  and  it  was  now  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Linn,  Nicholas,  Tallmadge — 3. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton.  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
bins, Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Wall,  YVebster,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 

The  original  resolution  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, was  then  adopted,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay',  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson.  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Strange,  Tallmadge,  YValker,  Wall,  White, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swilt,  Tipton, 
Webster — 14. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TA1.LM ADGF,  OF  NEW  YORK, 
On  the  bi/l  imposing  additional  duties , in  certain  casts , on 

public  officers,  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales , 

September  29,  1837. 

Mr,  President:  Tin*,  bill  on  your  table  proposes  to  estab- 
lish for  the  re<  eptinn.  sale  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenues  oi  the  government,  what  is  genernPy  termed  the 
sob-treasury  system.  This  measure  has  been  brought 
forward  in.  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  recent  message  to  congress. 

I do  not  flatter  myselt  that  1 can  add  much  to  the  arguments 
which  have  been  so  ably  and  so  eloquently  urged,  by  my 
friend  from  Virginia,  (:VJr.  Rives),  against  this  measure. 
Bui,  coming  fiom  a state  where  ns  practical  operation,  for 
good  or  for  evil,  must  he  so  sensibly  lell , I deem  it  my  duty  to 
give  frankly  to  the  senate  the  views  which  L entertain  in  re- 
lation to  it. 

Sir,  I have  bestowed  upon  this  subject  all  that  reflection 
whic  h is  due  to  it,  front  the  high  source  from  which  it  em- 
anates. Every  consideration,  bolh  personal  and  political, 
Would  incline  me  to  us  support,  if  my  judgment  could  he 
satisfied  that  its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  Natives  of  Hie  same  stale  and  of  the  same 
county,  the  president  and  myself  have  been,  from  my  first 
entrance,  into  political  lile  down  to  the  present  time,  on 
terms  of  intimacy.  In  his  political  career,  lie  has  On  all  oc- 
casions received  my  cordial  support.  Ii  has  been  my  for 
tune  to  be  placed  in  situations,  at  certain  trying  periods  of 
bis  history,  which  have  enabled  me  to  rentier  him  “some 
service.”  It  is  with  no  ordinary  sensation,  therelore,  that 
I find  myself  constrained,  by  higher  considerations  than 
those  of  political  attachment  or  personal  friendship,  to 
differ  from  him  on  the  question  now  before  ns— considera- 
tions of  public  duty  which  involve  the  public  weal.  Bill,  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  lie  neither  expects  nor 
desires  me  to  support  this  or  any  oilier  measure  merely  be- 
cause it  hears  the  stamp  of  an  executive  recommendation. 
In  submitting  this  sub-treasury  system,  the  president  lias 
only  obeyed  an  injunction  of  the  constitution,  which  lie  is 
sworn  to  support,  and  which  declares  i ha i ‘lie  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  give  to  the  congress  inform. 1 1 ion  of  the  state  ol 
| the  union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  mea- 
sures as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.  ” This  is 
one  of  those  measures — the  president  has  discharged  his 
duty  in  recommending  it  to  our  consideration,  and  I trust 
we  shall  discharge  ours,  by  giving  to  it  that  calm  investiga- 
tion and  tree  discussion,  which  are  so  well  calculated  to 
produce  correct  results,  in  regard  to  measures  that  involve 
the  great  and  vital  interests  of  the  people. 

The  president  himself  anticipated  much  diversity  of  senti- 
ment on  this  subject.  He  anticipated  also  that  congress 
might,  in  its  wisdom,  adopt  some  other  system — and  he 
gave  the  assurance  of  his  co-operation  in  any  other  plan 
which  might  he  “ultimately  established.”  He  says, 

“ With  these  views,  I leave  to  congress  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  regulate  in  the  present  emergency,  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys.  In  the  performance 


of  constitutional  duty,  I have  slated  to  them  without  re- 
serve, the  result  of  my  own  refleclmns.  The  subject  i>  of 
gn  ai  importance,  and  one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expec  t 
to  he  as  united  in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  inleiest.  it  de- 
serves «•»  lull  and  Iree  discussion,  and  cannot,  tail  to  be  In  fie- 
ri led  by  a dispassionate  comparison  ot  opinions.  Well 
aware  myselt  ol  the  duly  ol  rec  iprocal  concession  among  the 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  1 can  promise  a 
reasonable  spun  of  co-operation,  so  far  as  it  can  be  indulged 
in  without  the  surrender  ol  constitutional  objections  which 
I believe  to  he  well  founded.  Any  system  that  may  be 
adopted,  should  be  subjected  to  the  fullest  legal  provision, 
so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  executive  but  vyliai  is  necessary 
to  Hie  discharge  of  liie  duties  imposed  on  him:  and,  what- 
ever plan  may  he  ultimately  established,  my  own  part  shall  be 
so  discharged  as  to  give  to  ii  a lair  (rial  and  the  best  prospect 
ol  sir  cess.” 

I mist  then,  that  the  friends  of  the  administration  will 
view  this  question  as  one  of  expediency,  and  not  suffer  any 
difference  of  opinion  between  themselves  to  become  a differ- 
ence of  principle  upon  which  ilitfy  are.  to  divide.  If  it  he 
not  so  viewed,  who  will  take  the  responsibility,  and  who 
w'ill  vouch  for  the  consequences  of  a contrary  course?  It 
is  a subject  on  which  men  may  honestly  differ;  and  it 
is  for  that  reason,  amongst  others,  that  such  difference 
should  be  expressed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with  the  ut- 
most freedom.  My  mind  has  long  been  made  up  against  it; 
and  the  reasoning  of  the  message,  whilst  it  lias  not  convinced 
me  to  the  contrary,  has  only  served  to  confirm  my  previous 
opinions—  I am,  therefore,  bound  to  say,  from  a sense  of  Hie 
most  imperative  duty,  that  in  my  judgment,  ibis  measure  ts 
fraught  with  more  mischief  than  any  scheme  which  has  here- 
tofore been  broached  in  reference  to  the  finances  ol  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  currency  of  the  country.  In  saying  this,  I 
certainly  intend  none  other  than  the  most  profound  respect 
for  the  distinguished  individual  who  has,  in  an  official  torn), 
brought  it  to  our  notice. 

Neither  is  this  scheme  new  to  the  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try— il  has  once  been  passed  upon  by  them,  through  (heir  re- 
presentatives in  congress,  and  received  their  unqualified  con- 
demnation. It  was  brought  forvvaid  in  the  house  in  the  session 
ol  1834-5,  by  a member  of  the  opposition.  Alter  an  anima- 
ted debate,  il  was  most  signally  defeated.  It  was  put  down 
by  every  administration  vote,  save  one.  It  is,  however, 
due  to  Hie  opposition  to  say,  that  it  was  received  with  so 
little  favor  by  them  as  a party,  that  only  thirty-three  im  mbers 
could  he  found  who  were  willing  to  record  their  names  for 
ii  on  the  journal.  The.  defeat  of  this  measure,  ai  that  time, 
was  a matter  which  every  friend  of  the  administration,  from 
president  Jackson  down,  had  very  much  ni  lieait.  We  all 
took  a deep  interest  in  it.  We  all  looked  upon  it  as  calcu- 
lated to  undermine  our  free  institutions — as  subvi  rsive  of  the 
very  principles  of  the  parly  to  which  \Ve  belonged;  as  accu- 
mulating power  and  pationage  in  the  hands  ol  the  executive 
to  which  we  had  always  been  opposed;  as  uniting  m his 
hands  the  purse  and  the  sword,  about  winch  so  much  had 
been  said  on  a then  recent  occasion,  and  which  we  had  re- 
pelled in  a manner,  and  with  a spirit  which  became  those 
who  weie  honestly  desirous  of  preserving  the  powers  ol  Hie 
government  as  they  were  originally  intwuded  to  he  distribu- 
ted by  Hie  constitution.  Nay,  sir,  we  went  faitber — we  de- 
nounced it,  as  a “proposition  disorganizing  and  revolution- 
ary, subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  of  ils  entire  practice  from  1789,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent day.”  We  denounced  il  as  a scheme,  which  would 
“bring  the  public  treasure  much  nearer  Hie  actual  custody 
and  comro|  ol  the  president,  than  it  is  now,  and  expose  il  to 
be  plundered  by  a hundred  hands,  where  one  cannot  now 
reach  it.”  The  parly  was  nevei  more  unanimous  on  tiny 
occasion  than  this — their  abhorrence  ol  the  scheme  was  uni- 
versal; so  powei ful  were  the  arguments  against  it,  both  in 
and  out  ol  congress,  by  the  republican  representatives,  and 
by  the  republican  pre.^s,  that  it  received  no  favor  m any 
quarter.  Even  the  Opposition,  notwithstanding  they  were 
against  the  slate  banks  as  depositories  ol  the  public  money, 
could  not  be  brought  to  Hie  support  ot  Hus  measure,  al- 
though it  was  introduced  and  uiged  by  one  of  their  ow  n 
number.  So  mischievous  in  its  lendeucy,  so  unsound  in 
principle  did  they  deem  il,  that  they  united  with  Hie  1 v lends 
ol  the  administration  to  defeat  it.  But,  wlnil  do  we  now 
behold?  Whilst  they,  as  a parly,  are  still  against  the  mea- 
sure, we,  as  the  friends  ol  the  administration,  aie  called 
upon  to  support  the  same  proposition  now  winch  we  as 
friends  of  the  administration  put  down  then—  pul  down  did  I 
say?  which  we  denounced  as  “disorganizing  and  revolu- 
tionary,” and  as  exposing  the  public  treasure,  to  be  “plunder- 
ed by  a hundred  hands  where  one  cannot  now  reach  it.” 
The  objections  to  ii  then  were  iniieieui  in  the  system — and 
being  so,  no  slate  of  things  has  since  occurred,  or  can  here- 
after occur,  which  can  remove  those  objections.  Still,  we 
are  now  asked  to  change  our  ground,  and  to  adopt  a propo- 
>il  ion  as  a matter  of  expediency,  which  received  our  decided 
disapprobation,  at  thai  tunc,  as  a mallei  of  principle.  No 
question  was  ever  better  settled  on  principle  than  this;  and 
no  slate  of  things  can  make  that  expedient  now,  which  was 
wrong  in  principle  then. 

Sit,  at  that  time,  the  adoption  of  the  state  banks,  as  de- 
positories »t  the  public  mom  y,  was  the  favorite  measure  of 
Hie  administration.  Whilst  the  contest  with  Hie  hank  ol  Hie 
Oniied  States  was  going  on,  this  was  the  ground  taken  by 
the  whole  party.  It  was  openly  and  publicly  avowed  by 
president  Jackson,  and  by  every  friend  of  his  administra- 
tion. Sir,  in  the  senate  chambei  the  question  was  frequent- 
ly and  pertinently  put  by  the  friends  of  the  United  Slates 
bank,  to  those  who  were  opposing  it,  what  will  you  do  for 
a substitute  for  this  institution  if  il  he  not  re-chartered?  The 
answer  invariably  was,  the  slate  hanks  are  Hie  substitute. 
They  are  equally  adequate  to  the  reception,  safe  keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue.  They  will  equal- 
ize the  currency  and  facilitate  Hie  exchanges  of  the  country. 
In  truth,  the  leading  friends  of  the  administration  deemed 
the. slate  hanks  competent  to  peiform  all  Hie  duties  to  the 
government  and  to  the  country  which  Hie  hank  »>f  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  performed.  For  my  own  part,  I never  be- 
lieved they  could  perform  those  duties,  in  all  respects,  as 
well.  They  lacked  the  capital  and  the  concert  of  action, 
necessary  fo  render  them  equal  to  an  institution  which  had 
its  branches  at  all  the  great  business  and  commercial  points 
of  the  country;  and  which,  by  one  common  interest  and  by 
one  common  impulse,  could  operate  more  successfully,  and 
with  more  facility,  than  the  stale  banks  could  do.  with  less 
means,  and  with  less  concert  But  I conceived  there  were 
other  objections  to  that  hank,  which  more  Hum  counter- 
balanced any  supposed  advantages  which  il  possessed  over 
the  slate  institutions.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may , they  were 
put  forward  by  the  administration  as  the  only  practicable 
substitute  for  a bank  of  the  United  States.  After  the  de- 
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posiles  were  removed  from  that  institution,  they  were  placed 
with  the  state  banks,  which  entered  into  an  arrangement 
witli  the  government  to  perforin  all  tiie  duties  winch  had 
been  required  ol,  and  had  been  performed  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  They  entered  upon  those  duties — they  per- 
lormed  them  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  president  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  annual  messages  of  the 
one,  and  the  annual  reports  of  the  oilier,  bear  ample  testi- 
mony to  their  competency  and  fidelity.  For  three  succes- 
sive years  was  the  whole  nation  congratulated  on  the  entire 
success  of  this  experiment  upon  the  finances  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  currency  of  the  country.  Nay,  the  people 
were  congratulated  upon  the  “better  currency,”  which  had 
been  introduced,  and  upon  the  reduction  of  the  domestic  ex- 
changes from  one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other,  by  reason 
of  the  superior  advantages  and  the  wiser  management  of  the 
slate  banks,  to  which  these  duties  had  been  entrusted.  If 
such  were  the  result  of  the  experiment  with  the  stale  banks, 
why  are  we  asked  to  abandon  them,  and  to  try  the  “untried 
expedient”  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme?  Why  are  we  asked 
to  adopt  a measure  which  we  declared,  when  H was  formerly 
presented,  was  “an  effort  to  enlarge  executive  power,  and 
put  in  his  hands  the  means  of  corruption?”  Why  are  we 
asked  to  substitute  it  for  a system  which  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  at  that  lime,  declared  was  “much  superior  to 
individual  agents  of  the  United  States?” 

The  answer  to  all  this  is,  that  the  experiment  has  failed. 
Does  the  failures  of  the  experiment  remove  the  objections 
which  were  so  strongly  urged  against  the  scheme  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  adopt?  Does  it  make  that  scheme 
less  “disorganizing,”  Ies3  “revolutionary?”  Does  it  render 
the  public  treasure  more  safe  and  less  liable  to  be  “plunder- 
ed?” Does  it  cease  to  “enlarge  executive  power,”  and  does 
it  take  from  “its  hands  the  means  of  corruption?”  No,  sir, 
it  does  no  such  tiling.  These  objections  stand  in  full  force 
against  it.  They  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  he  removed 
from  it.  Then  why  insist  on  its  adoption?  These  objec- 
tions forbid  it,  even  if  the  experiment  of  the  stale  hanks  had 
tailed.  But  it  lias  not  failed.  It  has  never  been  fairly  tried. 
The  pecuniary  pressure  and  embarrassment,  which  have 
been  fell  throughout  the  United  Slates  are  without  a paral- 
lel iu  the  history  of  our  government.  Every  class  in  the 
community,  hut  more  especially  the  mercantile  class,  has 
suffered  Iroin  the  great  derangement  of  the  monetary  con- 
cerns of  Hie  country.  This  derangement  has  not  been  con- 
tined  to  us.  It  has  pervaded  Great  Britain,  and  in  a greater 
or  less  degree,  other  countries  of  Europe.  Intimately  con- 
nected as  England  and  the  United  Stales  are  in  their  com- 
mercial relations,  any  cause  which  materially  affects  the  one 
cannot  fail,  in  some  sort,  to  affect  the  other.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, on  this  occasion,  to  trace  the  causes  of  the  pecuniary 
embarrassment  which  has  pervaded  both  countries.  I intend 
merely  to  advert  to  some  of  the  more  immediate,  and  which 
might,  peruaps,  he  termed  secondary  causes,  so  far  as  they 
have  a bearing  upon  the  alleged  failure  of  the  experiment  of 
the  state  bankii.  Whilst  I agree  with  the  president  in  some 
of  the  causes  assigned  by  him,  I do  not  think  he  has  taken  as 
comprehensive  and  enlarged  a view  of  them  as  further  ex- 
amination and  reflection  would  have  enabled  him  to  do. 
But,  enough  has  been  said  to  show,  that  the  hanks  could  no 
longer  hold  out  against  the  pressure  which  was  made  upon 
them,  from  whatever  causes  it  may  have  originated.  Public 
confidence  had  become  impaired.  Confidence,  the  very 
basis  of  bank  credit,  as  well  as  commercial  credit,  was  taken 
from  them.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  the 
inevitable  consequence.  It  was  without  fault  on  their  part. 

1 know  they  have  been  charged  from  a high  source  with 
treachery  and  bad  faith  towards  the  government  and  the 
people.  Sir,  I regret,  more  on  account  of  the  source  from 
whence  such  a charge  comes,  than  for  aqy  other  reason, 
that  it  should  have  been  made  against  them.  It  must-have 
been  made  from  misconception  or  misapprehension,  and  not 
from  areal  knowledge  of  their  situation,  or  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  catastrophe  so  much  deplored.  Sir,  there 
was  no  proper  effort,  on  the  part  of  those  who  could  have 
done  most  towards  it,  to  maintain  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity in  them.  Ou  the  contrary  every  thing  was  done  to  im- 
pair it.  No  sooner  had  the  war  against  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  ceased,  than  a war  more  violent  and  more  unre- 
lenting was  waged  against  the  state  institutions.  Every 
means  was  employed  to  impair  public  confidence.  They 
were  denounced  in  our  legislative  halls  and  by  the  public 
press.  They  were  denounced  at  public  meetings  by  those 
who  advocated  ail  exclusive  metallic  currency.  The  Jaco- 
binical terms  of  “rag  Unions”  and  “rag  money”  were  famil- 
iarly introduced  into  our  highest  legislative  assemblies,  and 
adopted  by  our  highest  political  journals.  The  levelling  re- 
solutions of  ward  and  town  meetings  were  responded  to  by 
men  in  high  stations,  who  were  thereby  tacitly  assenting  to, 
and  encouraging  the  anti- bank  as  well  as  anti-social  doc- 
trines pui  forth  on  such  occasions.  To  cap  the  climax,  the 
“specie  circular”  was  issued  by  the  executive,  directing 
that  gold  and  silver  should  be  received  in  payment  for  pub- 
lic lands,  instead  of  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  joint  resolution  of  1816.  By  this  act,  on  the 
pari  of  the  executive,  the  confidence  of  the  government  was 
withdrawn  from  the  banks,  and  was  a signal  to  the  people  to 
withdraw  theirs  also.  It  cannot  he  expected  that  the  com- 
munity shall  maintain  its  confidence  in  any  institutions 
whm  the  confidence  of  the  government  is  once  withdrawn. 

The  manner  in  which  the  specie  circular  was  issued  was 
another  item  in  the  want  of  confidence  which  prevailed 
through  the  country.  It  was  issued  by  the  executive  after  a 
decided  expression  of  one  branch  of  congress  against  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption.  The  proposition  was  introduced 
by  the  senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  in  the  shape  of  a 
resolution  in  April,  of  the  session  of  1836,  and  was  rejected 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  It  was  again  brought  for- 
ward in  the  latter  part  of  June,  near  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  some  public  bill, 
and  was  again  rejected,  and  with  the  same  unanimity. 
Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  at  that  time,  on  this 
measure,  and  such  was  its  decision  twice  distinctly  made. 
It  was  considered  hy  every  one,  too,  as  a subject  for  legisla- 
tive action.  VVliat  was  our  astonishment  then,  when  im- 
mediately after  our  adjournment,  and  before  we  reached  our 
homes,  we  saw  the  same  measure  adopted  hy  executive  au- 
thority, which  had  twice  been  rejected  by  the  legislative  ac- 
tion of  the  senate?  It  is  not  my  intention  to  examine  the 
power  by  which  the  executive  issued  this  order,  and  thereby 
created  a distinction  between  the  kind  of  medium  in  which 
different  branches  of  the  revenue  were  to  be  received.  I do 
not  doubt  that  the  executive  acted  from  the  most  honest  and 
patriotic  motives;  and  there  are  those  who  believe  the  order 
operated  well,  although  I am  not  one  of  that  number.  It 
was  intended  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
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sales  had  rapidly  declined,  and  would  have  declined  still 
more  rapidly  without  any  interference  of  this  sort.  But, 
when  Hus  circular  was  issued,  speculation  which  had  begun 
to  flag,  again  revived — and  I have  heard  of  several  well  au- 
thenticated cases,  where  associations  and  companies,  see- 
ing this  attempt  to  shackle  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
believing  that,  at  the  then  next  session  of  congress,  the  presi- 
dent would  recommend  to  limit  the  sales  to  actual  settlers , 
determined  to  avail  themselves  oflhe  present  opportunity  and 
purchase  more  than  they  otherwise  would  have  done.  Such 
purchases  were  more  extensively  made  than  they  would 
have  been  if  the  order  had  not  been  issued.  No,  sir,  it  did 
not  effect  the  object  of  diminishing  the  sales.  They  had  al- 
ready begun  to  fall  off  rapidly,  and  would  have  fallen  off  still 
more  but  for  the  specie  circular.  These  large  associations 
and  companies  had  no  difficulty  in  commanding  the  specie  for 
all  their  purposes,  and  with  almost  as  much  facility  as  they 
could  have  commanded  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks. 
It  was  no  great  hardship1  on  them — but  it  fell  with  peculiar 
force  upon  the  individual  purchaser  who  had  merely  means 
sufficient  to  buy  a quarter  section.  lie  was  compelled  to 
pay  a premium  for  specie,  which,  according  to  his  means, 
tendered  it  oppressive  to  him.  I say,  then,  sir,  that  this  or- 
der did  not  answer  a single  purpose  for  which  it  was  issued, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  productive  of  great  and  incalcula- 
ble mischief.  1 speak  not  now  of  the  hardship  to  individuals 
— I allude  to  the  general  derangement  produced  by  it  to  the 
monied  concerns  of  the  country.  The  withdrawal  of  specie 
Iroin  the  Atlantic  cities,  wtiere  it  was  wanted,  to  the  west- 
ern and  southwestern  states  where  it  was  not  wanted,  was 
the  cause  of  general  distrust  and  alarm.  It  was  ordering  it 
to  move  against  the  current.  It  was  commanding  it  to  flow 
upstream.  It  was  deranging  all  the  concerns  of  the  busi- 
ness community  at  the  east  without  producing  any  corres- 
ponding benefits  at  the  west.  It  was,  in  fact  injurious  to 
the  west.  Any  effort  to  force  gold  and  silver  from  one  part 
of  the  country  to  another,  contrary  to  the  regular  course  of 
business  and  the  laws  of  trade,  is  ever  productive  of  injury. 
Gold  and  silver,  like  water,  will  always  find  ttieir  level. 
They  will  go  where  trade  and  commerce  call  them— and  if 
impeded  iu  their  regular  channel,  like  a cataract  which  has 
been  obstructed,  instead  of  irrigating  and  fertilizing  the  lands 
through  which  it  naturally  flows,  it  will  carry  desolation 
and  destruction  to  the  whole  country,  from  the  accumulated 
force  and  pressure  which  it  has  acquired.  There  was  scarce- 
ly a bank  in  city  or  country  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
states  hut  what  felt  this  constant  drain.  It  thus  became  the 
source  of  alarm,  and  the  lack  of  confidence  thus  manifested 
hy  the  government  became  the  fruitful  source  of  distrust  in 
the  community  at  large. 

This  specie  circular  became  the  subject  of  political  dis- 
cussion at  the  elections  which  took  place  that  season.  'The 
public  mind  was  agitated — congress  assembled,  and  imme- 
diately took  measures  to  rescind  this  order,  which  had  been 
issued  against  the  clear  and  almost  unanimous  expression 
of  the  senate,  at  the  previous  session.  The  currency  bill 
introduced  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Hives,)  was 
intended  to  rescind  it.  Sir,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
capitulate the  circumstances  attending  the  progress  of  that 
bill.  They  are  familiar  to  most  of  us.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
it  passed  the  senate  with  only  four  dissenting  votes,  and  in 
about  the  same  ratio  in  the  house.  This  bill  was  retained 
by  the  late  executive  in  the  manner  and  for  the  reasons 
which  have  heretofore  been  given  to  the  country.  I will 
not  dwell  on  them.  There  is  to  my  mind  no  pleasure  in  the 
contemplation  of  them.  I could  wish  that  the  whole  trans- 
action were  blotted  from  my  memory.  I only  allude  to  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  effect  on  the  public  mind  in 
reference  to  public  confidence,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  I 
desire  to  speak  of  it  in  no  oilier  light.  The  attention  of  the 
whole  country  was  turned  to  congress,  aiid  was  watching 
the  progress  of  this  bill;  and  when  tl  passed  both  houses  by 
such  a powerful  vote,  new  light  seemed  to  beam  upon  those 
who  were  looking  to  it  as  the  source  of  relief  iu  maintaining 
and  restoring  confidence,  which  had  been  so  much  impaired 
by  the  issuing  and  continuance  of  the  original  order.  But 
those  who  expected  this  relief  were  doomed  once  more  to 
disappointment.  They  had  seen  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  peculiarly  belonged  to  congress— that  the  only  power 
the  executive  had  over  it  was  derived  from  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1816— and  whenever  congress  saw  fit  to  resume  that 
power,  iu  whole  or  in  part,  they  anticipated  no  obstruction 
from  the  executive  branch  of  the  government.  They  had 
read  the  constitution  as  it  wa3  understood  by  its  original  fra- 
mers. They  had  heard  executive  power  defined  as  one 
‘•giving  effect  to  the  behests  of  other  powers  which  have  aright 
to  command .”  They  supposed  that  the  will  of  congress,  on  a 
subject  peculiarly  belonging  to  the  legislative  powers  of  the 
government  would  have  prevailed, and  thattlie country  would 
have  been  relieved  from  the  embarrassment  of  a measure 
about  which,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  have  ex- 
isted as  to  its  inception,  there  was  none  as  to  its  continuance. 
In  this,  I repeat,  they  are  grievously  disappointed.  They, 
nevertheless,  clung  to  the  only  hope  that  remained.  The 
citizens  of  New  York,  who  felt  the  most  intense  interest  in 
this  matter,  knew  that  on  the  fourth  of  March  their  “favor- 
ite son”  was  to  assume  the  reins  of  government;  and  they 
believed  that  in  this  eventful  crisis  he  would  hot  be  un- 
mindful of  his  native  state;  whose  fate  was  suspended  by  the 
brittle  thread  of.  confidence  which  remained,  although  at- 
tenuated by  the  adverse  action  of  the  chief  magistrate  who 
had  just  retired.  Sir,  after  the  adjournment  of  congress, 
and  when  on  my  way  home,  I reached  the  city  of  N.  York, 

I found  “expectation  stood  on  tiptoe.”  Enquiries,  as  fre- 
quent as  they  were  anxious,  were  made  of  me  as  to  the  pro- 
bable action  of  the  president  in  reference  to  this  order.  I 
assured  them1,  from  what  I deemed  satisfactory  authority, 
that  it  would  be  rescinded,  or  would  lie  modified  in  a way 
equivalent  to  rescinding  it.  Joy  and  satisfaction  beamed  on 
every  countenance.  Life  and  animation  were  restored. 
Confidence  was  revived,  and  the  whole  business  population 
of  the  city  were  ready  to  exclaim, 

“Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent 
Made  glorious  summer  by  the  son  of  York.” 

Sir,  whilst  thus  elated  with  the  prospect  of  relief,  the  cup 
of  confidence  was  again  dashed  from  their  lips.  The  presi- 
dent declined  to  interfere  with  the  order,  which  had  been 
handed  down  hy  his  predecessor  as  a legacy  Jo  him,  and 
left  an  anxious  community  in  that  condition,  where  “hope 
never  comes  that  comes  to  all.”  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
blame  the  president  for  the  course  taken  by  him.  He, 
doubtless,  had  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  it  is  not 
for  me  to  censure  where  one  acts  according  to  his  own 
judgment,  and  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Sir,  I would  not  he  understood  as  supposing,  that  the  re- 
scinding of  the.  specie  circular  would  have  been  a -panacea 
for  all  the  evils  which  then  afflicted  the  community.  I 


know  that  there  were  many  other  causes  operating  to  pro- 
duce the  pecuniary  embarrassments  under  which  the  coun- 
try then  labored— and  1 believe  if  public  confidence  had 
been  maintained,  the  country  would  have  borne  even  a 
greater  pressure,  without  the  necessity  of  a suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Is  this  not  evident  from 
what  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  states  in  his  report?  He 
says, 

“As  a whole,  their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tion, continued  to  be  almost  ns  large  in  May  as  in  November. 
It  averaged  more  than  one  to  three,  or  much  more  than  has 
been  customary  with  the  banks  in  this  country,  and  was 
over  double  the  relative  quantity  held  by  all  the  banks  in 
England  at  the  same  period,  and  was  in  a proportion  one- 
fourth  larger  than  that  in  the  bank  of  England  itself.  Their 
immediate  means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabili- 
ties, were  somewhat  stronger  in  November  than  in  May,  but 
were  at  both  periods  nearly  1 to  2£,  or  greater  than  the  usual 
ratio,  in  the  best  times,  of  most  banks  which  have  a large 
amount  of  deposites  in  possession.” 

Where  then  was  the  necessity  of  suspension  but  from 
the  want  of  public  confidence?  With  all  the  elements  of 
prosperity  around  us,  with  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  specie,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive,  notwithstanding 
any  over-action  in  trade  or  iu  other  branches  of  business, 
how  such  a necessity  should  exist.  Confidence  may  be 
destroyed  or  sustained  by  imaginary  as  well  as  real  causes. 
It  was  not  material,  therefore,  whether  the  rescinding  of 
the  specie  circular  would  in  itself  have  produced  the  bene- 
ficial effects  which  were  anticipated  from  it.  It  is  sufficient 
that  it  was  looked  to  as  a source  of  confidence,  and  as  long 
as  it  answered  that  purpose,  it  was  of  no  consequence  whe- 
ther it  was  a real  or  an  imaginary  cause  of  the  confidence 
which  it  created  and  sustained. 

Sir,  I might  illustrate  my  idea  by  what  is  generally  term- 
ed the  panic  session  of  1834.  It  is  now  couceded  that  the 
causes  of  the  pressure  at  that  lime,  were  imaginary — that 
the  removal  of  a few  millions  of  dollars  from  one  place  to 
another  could  not,  of  itself,  produce  the  alarm  and  distress 
which  followed.  The  community,  however,  believed  there 
was  sufficient  cause  for  it  all,  and  that  was  the  same  as  if 
it  actually  existed.  The  distrust  which  prevailed  was  ex- 
tended to  our  state  institutions.  There  was  great  apprehen- 
sion of  their  suspending  specie  payments.  In  this  crisis  the 
state  interposed,  and  loaned  its  credit  to  the  banks  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  No  sooner  was  this  done 
than  confidence  was  again  restored,  and  the  stale  never  had 
occasion  to  issue  a single  dollar  of  the  six  millions  thus 
proffered  for  their  support. 

Had  the  large  amount  of  specie,  about  which  so  much  has 
been  heard,  been  governed  in  its  movements  by  the  regular 
course  of  business  and  the  laws  of  trade,  we  should  not 
have  encountered  the  evils  which  are  so  loudly  complained 
of— confidence  would  have  been  maintained,  and  a suspen- 
sion would  not  have  followed. 

I know,  sir,  that  the  hanks  have  been  charged  with  treach- 
ery and  fraud,  and  of  stopping  for  sinister  purposes.  In  re- 
gard to  the  banks  in  my  own  state  I feel  bound  to  repel  the 
imputation  thus  cast  upon  them.  I speak  from  personal 
knowledge  and  observation  when  I say,  they  stopped  not 
from  choice,  but  from  the  most  imperative  necessity.  In 
the  city  of  New  York,  they  were  amply  prepared  to  meet 
all  the  demands  of  bill  holders,  but  they  could  not  answer 
the  demands  of  alarmed  depositors — alarmed  not  as  to  their 
eventual  responsibility,  but  lest,  in  case  of  suspension,  their 
funds  should  be  put  beyond  their  control  until  the  liquida- 
tion fff  (he  concerns  of  the  banks  in  the  hands  of  receivers. 
Sir,  they  held  out  till  the  last  moment  that  prudence  dic- 
tated, and  when  they  suspended,  it  was  with  the  approba- 
tion of  every  class  of  the  community.  The  legislature  of 
the  slate,  which  was  then  in  session,  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote  in  both  houses,  sanctioned  the  suspension,  and 
relieved  the  banks,  for  one  yeai,  from  the  forfeiture  of  their 
charters. 

I maintain,  then,  that  these  banks  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments from  causes  entirely  beyond  their  control  and  without 
fault  on  their  part.  If  they  have  over-hanked,  they  have 
been  stimulated  to  it  by  the  action  of  the  government,  and 
by  the  unusually  and  extraordinarily  large  surplus  in  their 
possession,  the  evil  effects  of  which  were  intended  to  be 
remedied  by  its  gradual  withdrawal  under  the  deposite  act. 
They  were'  urged  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  be  liberal 
in  their  accommodations  to  the  merchants,  and  through  them 
to  benefit  every  class  in  the  community.  The  public  depo- 
sites were  the  means  by  which  these  accommodations  were 
to  be  made.  They  were  used  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
desired,  until  the  banks  themselves  became  alarmed  at  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  an  over-extension, 
and  from  the  political  agitation  which  would  follow  it.  The 
evil  effects  of  this  large  surplus,  and  which  was  constantly 
increasing,  were  seen  by  the  banks.  They  were  desirous 
of  averting  them.  And  when  the  question  of  depositing  if. 
with  the  states  was  before  congress,  some  of  the  principal 
ones  were  in  favor  of  the  measure.  In  the  course  I pursued, 

I acted  under  theadvice  of  some  of  their  principal  officers— 
and  the  very  proposition,  which  I submitted  to  the  senate,  in 
the  shape  of  an  amendment,  and  which  was  adopted  with 
great  unanimity,  was  suggested  by  one  ofthem.  He  said  that 
as  long  as  the  monied  concerns  of  the  country  were  made 
the  subject  of  political  discussion,  so  long  would  the  busi- 
ness and  mercantile  community  be  in  constant  agitation  and 
alarm — that  this  surplus  ought  to  he  disposed  of  and  thus 
restore  peace  and  harmony  in  our  money  matters,  which 
could  not  he  anticipated  whilst  it  remained  in  its  present 
position.  The  proposition  for  disposing  of  it  was  that  of  a 
businessman.  It  was  to  deposite  it  with,  the  states  in  the 
ratio  of  representation ; to  take  their  certificates  of  deposite , 
in  the  nature  of  a stock , redeemable  at  their  pleasure;  and 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should , at  any  time,  for 
want  of  other  money  in  the  treasury  to  meet  appropriations 
made  by  congress , be  authorized  to  sell  these  certificates  in  the 
market , and  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser  they  should  behr  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent.  This  would  have  been  a regular 
business  transaction.  It  would  have  required  no  legislation 
on  the  part  of  congress  or  the  stales  to  reach  the  money. — 

I It  would  have  been  always  within  the  power  and  control 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  states  would  have 
had  the  benefit  of  it  without  interest,  until  it  was  required 
for  the  wants  of  the  government,  and  then  would  have  mere- 
ly provided  for  the  five  per  cent,  interest  on  that  which  was 
sold,  and  redeemed  the  principal  at  their  pleasure.  It  was 
in  this  shape  that  the  bill  passed  the  Senate.  It  was  amend- 
ed in  the  house  for  reasons  familiar  to  all  who  were  here  at 
the  time,  and  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  my  present  pur- 
pose to  repeat.  Had  the  bill  passed  as  it  went  from  the 
senate,  wc  should  not  now  be  called  on  to  replenish  an  ex- 
hausted treasury.  The  secretary  would,  at  this  lime,  have 
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at  his  control  the  three  instalments  already  deposited  with 
the  stales,  amounting  to  some  twenty-eight  millions  ot  dol- 
lars. These  certificates  could,  at  any  time,  have  been  sold, 
and  once  in  the  market,  would  have  gone  very  far  towards 
liquidating  our  foreign  debt. 

Sir,  l am  aware  that  the  execution  of  the  deposile  act 
was  a source  of  inconvenience,  and  in  some  instances  of 
embarrassment  at  those  points  from  which  large  sums  were 
to  be  transferred.  Hut  much  of  this  inconvenience  and  em- 
barrassment arose  from  the  manner  of  its  execution.  1 will 
not  undertake  to  say  how  far  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  under  the  general  au- 
thority of  his  department,  could  have  made  the  transfers 
other  than  he  did.  But,  1 will  say,  if  they  had  been  made 
as  a mercantile  man  would  have  made  them,  they  would 
have  materially  aided  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, and  would  have  promoted,  instead  of  deranging,  the  re- 
gular business  of  the  community.  I am  aware,  too,  sir,  that 
some  were  opposed  to  this  act,  on  account  of  the  necessary 
withdrawal  of  a portion  of  these  funds  from  places  where 
they  had  been  loaned  out  by  the  banks.  Such  do  not  reflect 
that  if  this  law  had  not  passed  in  183(5,  thus  giving  a year  to 
the  banks  to  make  their  arrangements  to  comply  with  its 
provisions,  that  the  next  congress  would  have  made  a simi- 
lar disposition  of  the  surplus,  which  pioved  to  be  much 
larger  than  many  had  predicted  or  anticipated.  The  incon- 
veniences of  such  a disposition  of  it,  after  the  banks  had 
used  the  accumulated  fund  lor  another  year,  would  have 
been  much  greater  than  those  which  were  experienced  un- 
der the  law  as  it  passed.  But  I do  not  intend  logo  into  the 
merits  of  that  measure,  I have  merely  alluded  to  it  from  its 
connection  with  the  banks,  and  to  show,  that  it  the  use  of 
this  surplus  was  one  cause  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, by  reason  of  any  alleged  over-issues  on  their  part, 
they  were  stimulated  to  it  by  the  action  of  the  government 
itself.  The  suspension,  therefore,  was  not  the  result  ol 
treachery  or  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  but  was  the 
result  of  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  control,  and 
of  the  destruction  of  confidence  produced  by  no  fault  of 
theirs. 

These  banks  are  now  ns  able,  with  the  aid  and  confidence 
of  the  government,  to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  them, 
as  they  were  before.  We  have  the  testimony  of  the  president 
and  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  they  performed 
them  as  well  as  the  hank  of  the  United  Stales.  They  are 
capable  of  doing  the  same  again,  in  the  same  way.  I am 
not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say,  that  on  account  ot  the  ca- 
lamity which  has  befallen  the  country,  the  experiment  has 
failed,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  employed  a second  lime.— 
No,  sir,  such  a catastrophe  may  not  occur  again  in  the 
course  of  a century.  One  reason  assigned  for  it  now,  was 
the  existence  of  an  enormous  surplus  in  the  treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every  man  is  wil- 
ling to  bring  down  our  receipts  to  the  measure  of  our  wants, 
and  under  that,  as  a general  rule,  such  a catastrophe  might 
never  happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  of  means 
to  meet  all  their  engagements;  such  being  the  case,  all  that 
is  necessary  is,  to  create  confidence,  to  restore  confidence, 
and  they  will  he  found  able  to  perform  all  that  is  required  of 
them.  Let  that  confidence  be  extended  to  them  by  the 
government  in  good  faith,  and  let  them  be  placed  on  their 
former  footing.  Let  the  government  pursue  a system  which 
has  been  tried,  and  which  we  know  will  prove  effectual, 
instead  of  attempting  an  ‘‘untried  expedient,’5  the  disas- 
trous consequences  of  which  cannot  be  anticipated,  and 
which  I fear  imagination  can  scarcely  depict. 

This  new  experiment  consists  in  a “divorce  of  bank  and 
state.”  This  is  a mere  catch  phrase  which  was  originally 
introduced  by  artful  and  designing  politicians  to  impose  up- 
on the  credulity  and  honesty  of  the  people.  Many  have 
adopted  it  without  reflecting  or  inquiring  as  to  its  import,  or 
its  consequences.  First  impressions  are  favorable  to  ii;  it 
summons  to  our  recollection  our  early  impressions  of  a “di- 
vorce of  church  and  slate.”  But,  it  is  the  duty  of  wise 
statesmen  and  discreet  politicians  to  consider  well  the  evils 
which  must  follow  the  adoption  of  any  system  heretofore 
untried  and  of  doubtful  policy,  however  euphonious  the 
phrase  may  be  which  designates  its  character  before  the 
people. 

The  proposition  contained  in  these  few  catch  words, 
strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  credit  system  of  the 
country.  It  does  not  stop  with  the  destruction  of  bank 
credit;  hut  strangles  in  its  withering  grasp,  commercial  cre- 
dit also.  It  establishes  a depreciated  paper  currency  for 
the  people,  and  an  appreciated  specie  currency  for  the  in- 
cumbents of  office,  and  for  government  contractors.  It 
gives  the  baser  currency  to  the  master,  and  the  “better  cur- 
rency” to  the  servant.  In  a government  like  ours,  it  is  im- 
possible long  to  preserve  our  institutions  or  our  liberties,  if 
such  distinctions  are  to  prevail.  It  separates  the  govern- 
ment of  the  people  from  the  people  themselves,  as, if  those 
whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their  affairs  were  of 
a superior  order,  or  distinct  class  in  society,  endowed  with 
peculiar  privileges  beyond  the  rest  of  the  community.  It 
has  a tendency  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from 
the  government.  They  will  come  to  consider  it  not  as  a 
government  identified  with  their  feelings  and  Interests,  but 
as  something  foreign  to  them.  This  is  not  all.  The  go- 
vernment itself  will  lose,  in  a measure,  the  idea  of  depen- 
dence on  the  people.  This  want  of  dependence  is  too  much 
felt  ahendy.  Put  this  additional  power  into  its  hands,  and 
the  identity  of  interests  which  exists,  or  ought  to  exist  be- 
tween them,  is  done  away. 

The  senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr,  Strange,)  admits 
that  the  people  will,  under  this  system,  have  a depreciated 
currency,  whilst  the  government, will  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
gold  and  silver,  whatever  they  may  be.  But,  he  says,  they 
make  that  currency  for  themselves — they  nped  not  take  it 
except  At  their  own  option.  Sir,  it  is  the  common,  ordinary 
currency  of  the  country.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enough 
for  tile  government,  for  the  people,  for  us  all;  hut  now,  by 
your  own  act  you  depreciate  it,  and  after  making  it  the 
worse  currency,  you  leave  it  to  the  people,  and  take  the 
gold  and  silver  to  yourselves!  The  result  is,  that  you  give  to 
the  servants  of  the  country,  a kind  of  money  worth  more 
than  the  people’s  currency.  You  isolate  the  government, 
so  that  it  becomes  no  longer  a part  of  the  pimple.  You  re- 
verse the  relation  which  has  always  existed  between  them. 
The  government  becomes  the  master,  and  the  people  become 
the  servants.  By  this  means  the  salary  of  every  officer  is 
raided  several  prr  cent,  aecording  as  specie  is  more  valuable 
than  paper;  and  this  difference,  too,  created  by  your  own 
act!  Sir,  it  is  a distinction  which  will  not  be  tolerated:  and 
those  who  undertake  to  make  it,  will  find  in  the  end,  that 
they  have  presumed  too  far  on  the  want  of  intelligence,  and 
on  the  subserviency  of  the  people  of  this  country. 


But  the  project  does  not  stop  here.  It  does  not  merely 
give  to  Hie  people  a depreciated  currency,  but,  by  and  by, 
they  will  be  deprived  of  any  currency  which  will  be  adequate 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  great  and  diversified  inter- 
ests ol  this  community.  Under  this  system,  the  specie  of 
the  country  will  be  drawn  from  circulation,  and  from  the 
vaults  of  tiie  banks,  where  it  is  the  basis  of  circulation  and 
of  confidence,  and  deposited  in  these  sub-treasury  vaults, 
till  the  country  is  left  without  a sufficient  circulating  me- 
dium to  transact  its  ordinary  business.  The  farmer,  the 
merchant,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  will  be  un- 
able to  command  the  means  to  pursue  their  ordinary  avoca- 
tions, no  matter  what  their  property  may  be.  They  may 
be  rich  in  houses  and  lands,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  in 
manufactures  and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and  im- 
plements of  trade,  nav,  they  may  possess  the  best  of  bonds 
and  mortgages,  and  every  species  vf  stock  which  has  here- 
tofore been  deemed  equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  will 
be  unable  to  carry  on  their  ordinary  business  for  want  of  a 
circulating  medium  by  winch  to  transact  it.  Credit  is  the 
poor  man’s  capital,  as  well  as  the  auxiliary  of  the  rich. — 
Deprive  him  of  this,  and  his  habits  of  industry,  his  charac- 
ter lor  probity,  his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  no- 
thing. lie  has  no  means  by  which  lie  can  rise  above  the 
ordinary  occupation  of  a day  laborer.  Willi  a growing  fam- 
ily, and  the  increased  expense  of  living,  he  is  doomed  to 
abject  poverty,  without  the  slightest  hope  of  ever  gaining 
that  standing  and  that  condition  in  society  which  a “well 
regulated  credit  system”  always  holds  out  to  the  enterpriz- 
ing,  the  honest,  the  industrious  poilion  of  the  community. 

iiir,  this  sub-treasury  scheme  strikes  at  the  very  root  of 
our  prosperity.  It  not  only  separates  the  government  of 
the  people  from  the  people  themselves,  but,  i.u  its  practical 
operation  upon  the  credit  and  currency  of  the  country,  it 
reduces  the  price  of  labor— it  depresses  every  species  of 
property.  The  farmer  who  has  given  $5,000  for  his  farrh, 
and  paid  $4,000,  will  have  it  sold  from  under  him  to  pay 
the  $1,000  which  reihains  due  on  it.  The  day  laborer  will 
be  compelled  to  receive  shillings  where  he  formerly  receiv- 
ed dollars.  Such  will  be  the  practical  effect  of  this  scheme 
if  carried  out  to  its  legitimate,  consequences.  Why  then 
adopt  it,  when  it  must  result  in  disasters  which  no  imagina- 
tion can  paint?  It  will  carry  home  to  the  business  and  bo- 
soms of  the  community  “a  spectacle  of  horror  which  can- 
not be  overdrawn.”  Let  no  one  be  deluded  with  the  vain 
hope  of  better  times  under  such  a system.  The  scenes  of 
trial  through  which  the  country  has  passed,  are  mere  holy- 
days  compared  with  what  will  follow  its  adoption.  The 
great  distress  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  our  commercial 
cities  and  manufacturing  towns.  Those  scenes  will  he  re- 
newed. That  hope  which  has  hitherto  sustained  them  will 
become  extinct.  That  little  confidence  which  remained 
will  be  taken  from  them.  By  the  action  of  the  government 
the  banks  will  be  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  call  on  their 
debtors.  They  will  be  unable  to  give  further  indulgence. 
Business  must,  of  necessity,  be  brought  to  a stand,  and  one 
universal  bankruptcy  ensue.  The  distress  which  has  here- 
tofore prevailed  in  the  large  towns  will  extend  to  the  coun- 
try. The  farmer  will  find  no  market  for  his  wool,  his  grain, 
and  other  products,  or  if  he  does,  it  will  he  at  a price  which 
will  not  pay  the  cost  and  labor  of  production.  The  mer- 
chant will  be  compelled  to  suspend  business,  the  manufac- 
turer to  close  his  establishment,  the  mechanic  to  dismiss 
his  hands,  and  the  laborer  to  go  without  employment.  I 
warn  the  country,  and  the  farming  interest  in  particular, 
against  these  utopian  schemes,  which  will  sap  the  very 
foundations  of  their  prosperity  and  of  their  hopes.  By  this 
scheme  the  confidence  of  the  government  is  not  only  with- 
drawn from  our  banking  institutions  which  furnish  a cur- 
rency for  the  people,  but  by  receiving  nothing  hut  gold  and 
silver  in  the  payment  of  public  dues,  the  very  basis  of  the 
currency  which  remains  is  withdrawn  also.  Thus  the  peo- 
ple are  left  to  return,  comparatively,  to  a state  of  barter, 
whilst  their  servants  are  enjoying  a currency  vastly  increas- 
ed in  value  by  the  very  depreciation  and  deprivation  of  the 
other.  It  is  a scheme  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the 
poor  poorer. 

But,  sir,  why  this  warfare  against  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country?  For  disguise  it  as  you  may,  it  is  no 
more  nor  less  than  a vyar  upon  the  whole  banking  system. 
Gentlemen  may  not  be  willing  to  avow  this;  they  may  not 
intend  it.  I feel  well  assured  that  the  president  does  not  so 
intend  it.  But,  I will  venture  to  say,  that  if  a scheme  was 
devised  for  the  express  purpose  of  subverting  the  entire 
banking  system  of  the  country,  it  could  not  be  more  skill- 
fully planned  than  the  one  winch  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. It  meets  the  cordial  approbation  of  those  who  have 
all  along  been  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  banks — and  for  the 
very  reason  that  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  accomplish  that 
object.  I shall  endeavor,  at  the  proper  time,  and  before  I 
conclude  my  remarks,  to  show  how  this  is  to  be  effected. 

Sir,  I am  aware  of  the  prejudices  which  honestly  exist 
with  a portion  of  the  community  against  any  thing  like  “as- 
sociated wealth.”  I am  aware  how  easily  those  prejudices 
may  be  wrought  on  by  demagogues  and  designing  politicians. 
But,  those  who  are  sent  here  to  legislate  for  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  should  be  extremely  careful  how  they 
minister  to  such  prejudices.  Whilst  it  is  admitted  that  the 
banking  system  has  its  evils,  its  superior  benefits  neverthe- 
less recommend  it  to  the  candid  consideration  of  every 
statesman  and  patriot.  It  should  be  his  object  to  correct  the 
evils  and  retain  the  benefits.  “Preserve  and  regulate,  hut 
not  destroy,”  should  be  bis  motto.  It.  has  existed  and  been 
recognized  from  the  earliest  foundation  of  the  government 
down  to  the  present  time.  It  has  been  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  government.  These  institutions,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  have  been  employed  by  the  government  du- 
ring that  whole  period.  It  is  through  their  agency  and  in- 
strumentality that  these  much  abused  and  despised  mer- 
chants have  been  enabled  to  pay  into  your  coffers  the  vast 
amount  of  revenue  which  has  sustained  you. in  peace  and  in 
war.  Yes,  these  very  merchants  who  have  been  represent- 
ed as  men  not  to  be  relied  on  in  times  of  peril — whose  patri- 
otism is  in  their  loger,  and  whose  field  of  glory  is  their 
counting  room — men  who  are  the  most  forward  in  the  pur- 
suit of  gain  when  all  is  peace  and  quiet,  hut  who  shrink 
from  responsibility  when  danger  presses.  Sir,  I have  for  a 
long  time  looked  with  horror  upon  the  ruthless  warfare  that 
has  been  carried  on  against  the  mercantile  interest.  I have 
seen  with  alarm  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  set 
up  other  portions  of  the  community  against  thpin.  1 have 
heard  them  branded  as  swindlers  for  collecting  their  honest 
dues  at  home,  and  as  traitors  for  paying  their  honest  debts 
abroad.  Sir,  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  this  country  are 
reciprocal.  Neither  the  farmer,  the  manufacturer,  the  me- 
chanic, nor  the  merchant  can  get  on  advantageously  the  one 
without  the  other.  But,  it  i3  to  the  merchant  more  espe- 


cially, that  the  government  must  look  for  the  immediate 
means  of  support.  It  is  the  merchant  that  stands  between 
the  government  and  (he  consumer.  It  is  the  merchant  that 
shoulders  the  responsibility  and  pays  into  the  treasury  the 
enormous  amount  of  revenue  which  keeps  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  government  in  motion.  It  is  the  merchant  that 
maintains  the  credit  of  the  country  abroad,  by  the  scrupu- 
lous fidelity  with  which  he  endeavors  to  meet  all  his  engage- 
ments. In  short,  the  character  of  an  American  merchant 
is  a passport  through  any  country  in  the  world.  And  still 
this  class  of  citizens  that  command  universal  respect  abroad, 
cannot  be  relied  on  in  limes  ol  pet 1 1 at  home!  Sir,  in  what 
period  of  our  histoiy  have  the  merchants  been  obnoxious  to 
this  charge?  None  were  more  patriotic  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war — none  contributed  their  means  more  largely  or 
more  freely.  And  who,  let  me  usk,  occupied  a prouder  po- 
sition during  the  late  war?  When  Hie  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment was  at  its  lowest  ebb,  who  limiished  the  means  to 
carry  on  the  war?  The  merchants.  Whin  the  government 
wauled  money  and  could  not  command  it  on  its  own  re- 
sponsibility, who  stepped  in  to  its  assistance  and  provided  a 
credit  on  which  it  could  be  raised?  The  merchants.  Yes, 
sir,  when  your  troops  were  famishing  for  Want  of  supplies, 
and  disheartened  for  want  of  pay;  when  you  could  not  raise 
a dollar  on  your  own  credit,  it  was  the  merchants,  through 
these  much  traduced  and  vilified  banks,  that  look  your  de- 
preciated paper  which  had  no  currency  with  the  pepple,anil 
gave  their  own  in  exchange  in  which  the  country  had  confi- 
dence. Sir,  1 am  tired  of  these  incessant  efforts  io  excite 
one  portion  of  the  community  against  the  other.  There  is 
no  class  to  whose  patriotism  you  may  not  appeal  when  the 
country  requires  their  services.  The  agricultural  interest, 
from  the  very  nature  of  their  employment,  will  always 
stand  pre-eminent.  But,  it  is  to  the  merchants,  more  than 
any  other  class,  that  you  are  to  look  lor  the  ready  means  to 
aid  you  in  time  of  war.  Sir,  they  have  always  responded  to 
your  call.  They  were  never  found  wanting  in  the  most 
perilous  periods  of  your  history.  Whatever  of  glory,  or  of 
honor,  or  of  prosperity  this  nation  enjoys,  it  is  indebted, in 
no  small  degree  to  the  patriotism  of  the  merchants.  They 
have  contributed  their  full  share  towards  establishing  your 
national  character  at  home  and  abroad.  They  will  continue 
to  sustain  it,  until  their  broken  and  subdued  spirits  shall 
think  it  no  longer  woi  th  preserving. 

Sir,  the  great  desideratum  in  this  as  well  os  in  every  new 
country  is  capital  to  carry  oil  its  business.  This  cannot  be 
found  to  the  extent  that  it  is  desired.  In  our  own  country 
we  have  all  the  substantial  elements  of  prosperity — with  an 
extent  of  territory  surpassing  the  pioudest  kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope, with  every  variety  of  soil  and  climate;  with  popular 
institutions,  and  a free  -.government,  and  combining  all  the 
advantages  which  make  up  the  sum  of  a people’s  happiness 
and  a nation’s  greatness;  we  lack  but  the  capital  necessary 
to  bring  all  these  elements  into  life  and  being.  This  can 
only  be  obtained  by  well  regulated  banks  and  by  paper  cre- 
dit— credit  is  the  only  substitute  for  capital  in  a new  country. 
Old  countries,  where  capital  has  been  accumulating  for 
ages,  may  more  easily  dispense  with  if,  but  a new  one  like 
our  own  cannot  do  without  it.  Look  to  western  New  York 
for  its  rnagic  influence.  See  it  in  a lew  years  converted 
from  a wilderness  to  fruitful  fields.  Look  to  the  western 
slates,  now  exhibiting  tiie  proud  evidences  of  rapid  and  pro- 
gressive improvement,  where  but  a lew  years  since  there 
was  no  trace  of  civilization.  By  its  means  the  whole  coun- 
try is  more  than  half  a century  in  advance  of  what  it  would 
have  been  without  it.  This  system  of  credit  has  heretofore 
been  appreciated  by  our  own  people,  and  I tiust  it  will  con- 
tinue to  be  appreciated  by  them,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
that  are  making  to  undervalue  it,  and  to  eventually  prostrate 
it.  It  has  been,  perhaps,  still  more  appreciated  abroad  than 
by  us.  It  has  become  the  admiration  of  all  Europe.  For  a 
time  the  infant  strides  of  our  young  and  growing  republic 
.Astonished  the  wofld.  The  old  governments  of  Europe  saw 
us  springing  at  one  bound,  from  childhood  to  the  manhood 
of  our  existence.  They  saw  that  credit  was  the  nurture  of 
our  infant  growth,  as  well  as  the  support  of  our  maturer 
years.  To  this  cause,  ^ome  of  the  ablest  writers  of  Great 
Britain  attribute  our  unparalleled  improvement  in  all  that 
renders  a people  prosperous,  and  a nation  powerful.  I can- 
not forbear,  on  this  occasion,  to  quote  the  language  of  out* 
of  them: 

“Every  body  knows  that  the  states  of  the  union  embrace 
a territory,  most  of  it  *>f  the  highest  fertility, 'equal  to  the  sur- 
face of  all  Europe,  including  Prussia,  on  this  side  of  the  Ural 
mountains,  about  eighteen  times  the  whole  area  of  France, 
and  thirty  times  that  of  the  British  islands.  In  this  immense 
territory  there  is  a population  ofabout  twelve  millions  ol  men, 
almost  all  active,  industrious  and  energetic,  doubling  every 
thirty  years,  and  capable,  if  sustained  at  the  same  rate  of 
increase,  of  producing  in  two  centuries,  two  hundred  millions 
of  human  beings,  in  comfort  and  happiness.  What  then  is 
wanting  to  sustain  the  fortunes  of  a stale  in  such  unparalleled 
circumstances  of  abundance?  Nothing  hut  capital.  This, 
however,  is  indispensable;  and  it  is  obviously  impossible, 
even  with  the  most  industrious,  saving  and  active  popula- 
tion in  the  world,  that  the  existing  wealth  can  he  proportion- 
ed either  to  the  boundless  extent  of  waste  laud  capable  of 
cultivation,  or  the  constantly  increasing  wants  of  a growing 
and  indefatigable  people.  It  is  in  such  a state  that  the 
utillity  of  banks  and  paper  credit  is  most  strongly  felt,  and 
that  a paper  circulation,  based  on  sound  principles,  becomes 
an  indispensable  element  in  the  progress  of  social  improve- 
ment. 

“Banks  are  the  great  instrument  bywjiich  integrity  and 
talent  supply  the  want  of  capital;  by  which  prudence  and 
industry,  sviting  out  on  the  basis  ot  paper  credit,  attain  at 
length  to  the  solid  advantages  of  substantial  capital.  Such  a 
system  quadruples  at  onee  the  active  capital  of  the  country, 
by  producing  a paper  capital  based  on  credit,  which,  as  long 
as  limbered  it  remains  unshaken,  answers  all  the  purposes  of 
encouraging  industry  just  as  well  as  the  metallic  treasures  of 
Mexico  and  Peru.  It  prevents  a large  portion  of  the  na- 
tional wealth  from  being  absorbed  in  the  unprofitable  and 
unproductive  form  of  a metallic  currency,  and  provides  for 
the  necessary  circulation  of  a fifth  part  of  its  cost.  Old 
etate9  in  which  capital  is  redundant,  and  all  home  employ- 
ment nearly  filled  up,  may  dispense  with  a paper  currency, 
just  as  the  finished  scholar  may  discard  the  rudiments, 
or  the  accomplished  equestrian  forget  the  lessons  of  the 
mencop;  but  till  that  last  stage  has  arrived,  it  i3  the  greatest 
act  of  national  insanity  to  destroy  or  restrain,  except  within 
those  limits  which  the  public  safely  requires,  the  invaluable 
ally  of  a paper  circulation.  It  has  quadrupled  in  the  last 
half  century  the  wealth  of  Scotland,  and  multiplied  ten  fold 
that  of  America.  But  for  the  powerful  impulse  given  by 
the  advances  of  hankers,  and  the  large  capital  which  thpy 
put  in  motion,  the  industry  of  the  United  States  instead  of 
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having  Ions'  ago  crossed  the  Alleghany  mountains,  and 
given  bi r in  to  lour  millions  of  men  in  the  valley  ol  the  Mis- 
sissippi, would  have  been  still  slowly  advancing  along  the 
shores  of  ihe  Allantic,  and  nul  yet  have  pierced  the  prolound 
solitudes  ol  the  Ohio  or  Missouri. ” 

******* 

“And  it  is  apparent  that  such  establishments,  if  rightly 
understood,  are  eminently  favorable  to  the  progress  ol  free- 
dom, and  the  real  interests  ol  the  working  classes.  Capital 
— solid  wealth — is  ev<  r essentially  aristocratic.  It  never*  an 
he  very  generally  or  widely  diffused,  at  least  in  large  masses; 
and,  therefore,  hanks  which  lend  a helping  hand  lo  enter- 
prise and  activity  in  ihe  earlier  and  more  evenllul  periods  ol 
their  career,  and  enable  them  to  maintain  the  struggle  with 
older  establishments',  having  the  advaniage  ol  Jong  tried 
connections  and  realized  wealth,  are  eminently  favorable  to 
the  popular  classes  and  the  best  support  to  the  cause  ol 
liberty.  Without  hanks,  a commercial  state  must  ever 
speedily  fall,  and  ever  has  (alien,  under  the  dominion  of  u 
few  overgrown  mercantile  establishments;  industry  and  ac- 
tivity can  never  maintain  their  ground  in  the  competition 
from  want  of  capital.  The  hanker  with  his  iiotcfe  has  done 
as  much  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  as  either  Ihe  printer  with 
his  printing  press,  or  the  schoolmaster  wiln  his  grammar.” 

To  this  authority  permit  me  to  add  that  of  the  philosophic 
and  liberal  democratic  French  traveller,  Mr.  Chevalier: 

“Credit  is  the  primary  element  of  life  in  the  United  Slates; 
they  literally  live  on  it.  Without  credit,  those-  populous 
towns  which  arise  on  all  sides,  as  if  by  enchantment — those 
rich  states  which  fringe  the  margin  of  the  Atlantic,  which 
stretch  to  the  west  of  the  Alleghany,  and  extend  along  the 
course  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  would  have  been 
still  savage  forests  and  bottomless  morasses. 

* * The  hanks  have  acted  as  the  lever  which  has 

enabled  the  Americans  to  establish  among  themselves  to 
their  own  great  profit,  the  agriculture  and  industry  of  Eu- 
rope, and  which  has  covered  their  territories  with  cities, 
canals,  rail  roads,  manufactories  and  fertile  fields;  in  a word, 
every  tiling  which  constitutes  civilization.  Without  the 
banks  Ihe  cultivator  would  have  been  destitute  of  capital 
(or  his  most  necessary  advance;  he  would  have  had  no  in- 
siruments  for  the  clearing  of  his  farm;  and  if  the  system  has 
led  in  many  cases  to  ab>urd  and  gambling  speculations,  it  is 
the  same  system  which  has  enabled  the  farmer  to  purchase 
land  lor  two  dollars  the  acre,  which  he  afterwards  sold  for 
ten  or  a hundred.  The  mechanics,  who  are  now  so  loud  in 
their  condemnation  of  ihe  hanking  system,  forget  that  it  is  to 
it  that  they  owe  the  industrial  activity  which  has  enabled 
them  to  earn  from  five  to  eight  shillings  a-day  of  wages. — 
They  lorgel  that  it  is  it  which  lias  furnished  them  with  the 
means,  of  which  so  many  have  availed  themselves,  ol  rising 
to  opulence  and  comfort;  for,  in  America,  every  enterpris- 
ing man  who  can  give  the  guarantee  of  a tolerable  character, 
is  sure  of  obtaining  credit,  and  thus  has  the  means  of  making 
liis  fortune. ” 

Such  are  the  views  of  enlightened  foreigners  in  regard  lo 
the  banking  institutions  of  our  country.  1 know  the  system 
may  be  abused.  No  one  is  more  desirous  or  more  anxious 
to  correct  those  abuses  than  myself.  No  one  would  go  far- 
ther to  throw  around  it  additional  guards  and  additional  re- 
straints. No  one  is  more  solicitous  lo  enlarge  Ihe  specie 
b-isis,  and  thereby  render  more  stable  our  paper  circulation. 
Hut,  it  is  this  indiscriminate  assault  upon  the  whole  banking 
system  of  the  country  to  which  I object.  It  is.  this  attempt 
to  excite  ihe  prejudices  and  passions  of  Ihe  people  in  regard 

10  them  to  which  I am  opposed.  It  is  (his  spectre  of  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  which  still  flits  across  the  vision 
of  certain  gentlemen,  against  which  1 protest.  For  disguise 
it  as  you  may,  “to  this  complexion  we  must  come  a!  last,” 

11  the  schemes  which  are  now  on  fool  can  be  carried  out. 
But  they  cannot  be  carried  out.  There  is  a physical  impos- 
sibility to  (heir  success’  in  a country  like  ours.  Still  I am 
unwilling  that  the  country  should  pass  through  such  an  or- 
deal. I am  unwilling  that  the  present  generation  shall  he 
killed  off  for  the  sake  of  making  a doubtful  experiment  for 
the  benefit  of  posleiiiy. 

Sir,  I was  surprised  lo  hear  the  senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Strange),  condemn  our  whole  hanking  system  as 
an  utter  absurdity,  and  which  he  predicted  would  be  looked 
upon,  by  those  who  come  alter  us,  with  as  much  astonish- 
ment as  we  look  upon  ihe  South  Sea  bubble.  In  this  en- 
lightened age,  at  this  late  period  of  our  history,  after  what 
vve  have  seen  of  the  effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the 
country,  with  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  all  Europe  in  'favor  of  it.  I confess  my  amazement 
at  hearing  such  seniiiuents  utteied  on  this  floor.  I have  not 
language,  consistent  with  the  high  respect  which  1 entertain 
for  that  honorable  senator,  (Mr.  Strange),  to  express  my 
astonishment,  and  I,  theiefore,  can  only  say, 

“ ’Tis  S/range,  ’t is  passing  Strange.” 

The  tendency  of  ibis  scheme  is  to  bring  the  country,  vir- 
tually , to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  Whatever  gen- 
tlemen may  say  on  this  subject,  this  wild  and  visionary 
theory  is  gaining  ground  with  a certain  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  propogated  hv  reason  of  the  countenance  which 
it  is  supposed  to  receive  from  men  in  high  places.  Meetings 
have  been  held  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
elusive  metallic  currency  lias  been  resolved  on  as  the  only 
true  policy.  AM  paper  money  of  every  description  has  been 
repudiated,  as  contrary  lo  the  genius  of  our  government  and 
the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  In  ihe  same  resolutions,  men 
in  elevated  stations  have  been  applauded  by  name, for  main- 
taining the  same  doctrines.  The  proceedings  of  such  meet- 
ings have  been  responded  to  in  terms  of  approbation,  there- 
by tacitly  acquiescing  in  all  the  principles  set  forth  in  them, 
and  thus  giving  currency  to  them  with  the  people.  It  is  Ihe 
belief  that  such  principles  are  recognized  by  those  to  whose 
approval  they  ate  submitted,  that  excites  the  alaim  and  ap- 
prehension which  pervades  the  rational  and  thinking  portion 
of  the  community.  It  is  this,  too,  which  gives  countenance 
to  the  idea,  that  the  sub-treasury  scheme  is  intended  to 
bring  about  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  The, suggestion 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  tuny  also  go  far  to  confirm  it. 
Ue  says: 

“The  people  of  the  whole  United  Slates  do  not,  in  a sound 
state  of  business  and  prices,  need  over  one  hundred  and  ten 
millions  of  an  ncljve  circulating  medium  for  all  their  curren- 
cy. This  would  be  a larger  proportion  of  currency  to  our 
present  population  titan  the  average  has  been  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution;  and,  if  an  exclusive  net Gallic  curren- 
<1/ could  he  deemed  desirable,  would  requite  only  about  thir- 
ty millions  more  than  ihe  specie  which  is  supposed  now  lo 
exist  in  the  country.” 

It  is  true,  ihe  sect  clary  does  not  recommend  this,  hut,  un- 
der the  present  stale  of  things,  thinks  “some  paper  will, 
probably,  always  be  found  convenient  for  commercial  opera- 


tions.” Still  it  will  be  perceived,  lb.  I if  by  this  scheme,  or 
any  oilier,  hanks  can  he  dispensed  mill,  then,  in  the  opinion 
ol  the  secular),  we  should,  with  ihirly  millions  moie  ol 
specie,  be  able  lo  Kaiisacl  the  thousands  ol  millions  of  busi- 
ness ol  ibis  rapidly  mCieasing  and  enterprising  country. — 
Those  who  make  such  estimates,  seem  lo  overtook  the  fact 
that  the  notes  of  hanks  and  specie  together  lorm  hut  a small 
pail  of  our  actual  enculation;  lor,,  in  one  sense,  domestic 
exchange  is  u portion  ol  the  circulation,  and  a very  laige 
portion,  too — very  far  exceeding  the  aggregate  ol  bank  notes 
and  specie.  This  kind  ot  circulation  is  essentiall)  promoted 
by  hank  facilities  and  bank  ciedils.  So  that  h\  dispc'hsiug 
vvitli  hanks,  alihough  you  should  have  the  huiuin  d and  leu 
millions  ol  specie,  you  would  curtail,  to  a most  destructive 
extern , the  domestic  exchange,  winch,  alter  all,  forms  the 
principal  circulation. 

But,  whether  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  be  intended 
or  not,  this  scheme  will,  if  adopted,  virtually  accomplish 
that  object.  I will  take  the  cily  ot  New  York  for  example. 
My  remarks  will  apply,  in  the  ratio  of  business,  with  equal 
f-ice  to  every  other  portion  of  the  union.  New  York  collects 
about  three-filths  ol  the  w hole  it  venues  of  the  government 
accruing  Horn  customs.  They  have  amounted  in  some  ygars 
Irom  bitten  id  eighteen  millions  of  dollars.  But,  let  us  as- 
sume the  year  1834,  which  the  secretary  takes  as  the  cri- 
terion lor  future  years.  In  that  year  the  receipts  at  New 
Yoik  for  customs  amounted  lo  some  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Now,  1 ask  how  is  it  possible  for  the  merchants  of  that 
city  to  pay  that  amount  in  specie?  In  what  way  can  they 
command  ii?  Even  if  they  could  procure  it,  it  would  be  try 
withdrawing  it  fiom  circulation  from  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, or  by  taking  il  from  the  banks  where  it  is  the  basis  of 
circulation)  as  well  as  the  basis  of  confidence  to  depositors. 
II  this  amount  of  specie  was  to  he  disbursed  immediately 
alter  its  receipt,  that  would,  in  a measure,  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty so  far  as  New  Y'nik  is  concerned.  But,  il  is  not  so 
disbursed.  We  all  know,  as  a general  rule,  that  of  the  ap- 
propriations lor  the  year,  there  remains  sometimes  one-half 
of  ihe  amount  in  the  shape  of  “unexpended  balances”  at 
the  close  ol  the  year.  Of  course  there  must  remain  a Inrge 
amount  of  the  money,  which  is  received  into  this  sub-trea- 
sury, unexpended.  This  amount,  therefore,  is  taken  out  of 
circulation  or  Irom  the  banks,  and  does  not  again  go  into 
circulation,  nor  into  the  banks.  The  receipts  are  much 
greater  and  more  rapid  than  the  disbursements.  So  that 
there  must  remain  a large  sum  on  hand  which  cannot  he 
disbursed.  Let  no  one  then  he  deluded  with  the  idea  that 
this  is  to  he  a constant  round  of  receipt  and  disbursement. 
It  is  no  such  thing.  I have  examined  the  statements  ol  ihe 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  government  in  the  de- 
posite  banks  in  lc34  1 find  ihe  permanent  average  balances 
to  be  about  five  millions  of  dollars,  when  at  the  same  time 
there  was  not  hall  that  amount  of  specie  in  the  vaults  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  city.  Here  then  we  see  five  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  shape  of  permanent  average  balances,  beyond 
all  disbursements,  “salted  down”  in  this  sub-treasury  vault, 
ol  no  more  use  to  the  government,  nor  to  the  people,  than  if 
it  was  cast  “into  the  bottom  of  ihe  deep,  where  fathom  line 
has  never  reached  the  ground  ” Sir.it  is  impossible  that 
this  system  can  he  carried  into  effect  in  the  cily  of  New 
Yoik.  The  merchants  cannot  command  the  specie;  and  if 
they  could,  it  would  he  drawing  il  from  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  and  the  vaults  of  the  hanks,  by  which  the  whole 
course  of  business  would  be  disturbed  and  deranged  from 
New  York  to  the  remotest  points  of  the  union.  I have  said 
that  about  five  millions  of  dollars  would  remain  as  a perma- 
nent average  balance  in  deposite  beyond  the  disbursements 
of  the  government.  Of  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  col- 
lected at  New  York,  according  to  the  above  estimate,  about 
seven  millions  would  he dLbursed.  But, even  tins  di.-hur-e- 
ment  is  not  made  where  the  money  is  collected.  In  1834, 
in  the  whole  state  ol  New  York,  only  $‘1,650,000  was  dis- 
bursed within  ils  limits.  We  Imre  have  the  astounding  tact, 
that  while  the  city  of  Nrw  York  pays  $12,000  000,  and 
$7,000,000  of  that  sum  is  disbursed,  only  $1,650,000  is  paid 
out  within  the  state.*  J am  not  complaining  that  a huger 
sum  is  not  expended  there — for  those  expenditures  must  be 
made  where  the  interests  of  the  country  require  them — but, 

I am  complaining  of  the  proposed  system  by  which  you  re- 
quire this  enoimnus  amount  lo  he  paid  in  specie , when  so 
small  a portion  of  it  is  paid  out  Where  it  is  collected.  But, 
il  is  belter  that  it  be  disbursed  elsewhere  than  not  disbursed 
at  all.  And  we  have  already  seen  that  about  $5,000,000 
must  remain  in  permanent  deposite,  beyond  the  amount 
disbuierd,  and  lints  be  buried,  like  the  talent  of  the  unprofit- 
able servant,  win  re  it  is  of  no  use  to  the  government  tior  to 
ihe  people,  but  of  detriment  to  both.  But  once  adopt  This 
burial  system,  and  where  will  you  find  ihe  resurrectionary 
power  that  can  ca  1 1 back  to  lile  the  hourly  incteasing*  de- 
posited in  this  fiscal  charnel-house? 

It  is  said,  however,  by  gentlemen,  that  this  money  be- 
longs to  the  government,  ami  that  the  people  have  no  tight 
lo  the  use  of  it.  Is  this  not  an  additional  evidence  of  ihe  at- 
tempt to  separate  the  government  from  the  people?  Is  this 
not  the  money  of  the  people?  How  does  it  become  the 
money  of  ihe  government,  as  contra-distinguished  from  the 
people?  The  government  or, the  officers  of  government,  are 
the  agents  and  servants  of  the  people.  They  are  mere 
trustees  lo  execute  certain  powers  committed  lo  them — this 
money  is  collected  from  the  people  by  direction  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  not  for  the  put-pose  ol  being  hoarded  up,  hui 
to  be  used  for  their  benefit  in  the  disbursements  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  ihe  country 
To  hoard  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and 
more  especially  when  ils  custody  and  control  are  given  to 
executive  officers,  where  it  may  he  used  for  sinister  purposes 
by  unworthy  incumbents.  Such  a principle  has  never  at- 
tained before  in  this  country;  the  surplus  revenue  collected 
from  the  people,  beyond  the  wants  ol  the  government,  has 
always  been  placed  m a situation  to  lie  used  for  the  benefit 
Of  the  people.  This  has  been  done  by  depositing  it  with  the 
hanks,  which  have  undertaken,  in  consideration  of  it,  lo 
perform  certain  duties  to  Hie  government,  in  the  wav  of  col- 
lections, transmissions,  and  disbursements,  without  charge. 
This  fund  thus  deposited,  beyond  the.  regular  disbursements 
of  the  government-,  became,  through  the  banks,  a useful 
agent  in  ihe  regular  commercial  business  of  the  country 
It  is  collected  from  the  merchants,  and  it  is  perfectly  proper 
that  they  should,  in  this  indirect  way,  have  the  use  of  it  in 
their  regular  business  transactions.  By  this  means  the  whole 
community  feels  the  benefits:  for  whatever  aids  the  mer- 
chants in  their  operations,  must  of  necessity  aid  in  the  regu- 
lar course  of  business,  every  other  class  in  society.  The 
merchants  are  the  mere  factors  or  distributors  for  the  oilier 
classes.  They  are  the  agents,  and  any  benefits  extended  to 
them,  are  for  the  advantage  of  their  principals.  Sir,  tin's 
idea  of  lucking  up  this  money  is  a new  one.  it  has  not  pre- 


vailed hernofore — its  adoption  now,  howcvei,  is  no  more 
strange  than  the  piopoM  d sysiein  wlui  h is  under  discussion. 

Il  nalurally  results  Irom  n,  and' ihe  one  cannot  be  carried 
out  without  i Ire  other.  PieMdeni  Jackson  and  all  the  I r lends 
oi  his  administration,  opposed  the  sub-ticasuiy  scheme  in 
1834;  and  in  1836,  picsideul  Jackson,  in  his  message,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  as  to  the  use  ol  the  public  money,  in 
winch  all  bis  fnends  acquiesced.  He  said, 

“To  iclaiii  it  in  the  lieasury  unemployed  in  any  way,  is 
impracticable.  Il  is , besides , against  ihe  genius  oj  our  Jree 
institutions  lo  lock  vj>  in  vaults  the  treasure  vj  the  nation.  To 
lake  from  the  people  1 lie  light  til  bearing  aims,  and  put  their 
weapons  ol  defence  m the  hands  ol  a standing  army  , would 
be  seal cr  ly  more  dangerous  lo  then  liberties'ilmn  to  permit 
the  government  to  accumulate  imme  nse  amounts  of  treasure 
tiey omt  the  supplies  necessary  to  its  legitimate  wauls.  Such 
a tivasure  would  doubtless  be  tmploytd  at  some  lime,  as  it 
has  been  jii  oilier  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  am- 
bition.” 

Has  any  thing  o<  curred  since  1836,  which  has  altered  the 
nature  ol  our  ir<  e institutions,  so  that  it  is  now  hi  accoidance 
with  their  genius  to  lock  up  ihe  treasure  ol  the  nation, 
which  was  so  ehmiary  to  it  then?  Sir,  I leel  humbled  to 
hear  such  principles  avowed.  I feel  mornfhd  to  see  some 
ot  my  political  friends  taking  a position  dutclly  ihe  reverse 
of  the  one  we  have  all  along  occupied  in  relation  to  this  whole 
subject.  Jl  we  were  not  commuted  on  the  record  vve  might  / 
more  easily  change  our  ground— or  il  it  was  a mere  matter 
ol  expediency  we  might  lack  about  without  such  an  accu- 
mulation ol  obloquy  and  repinnehas  must  now  rest  upon  us. 
We  have  heielolore  treat*  d these  questions  as  matters  of 
principle.  We  pul  omselves  on  ihe  recoid  in  some  shape 
or  oilier  against  the  very  doctrines  lor  which  we  are  now 
contending.  And  from  president  Jackson  down  to  the  hum- 
blest member  ol  the  party  we  are  column  led,  m the  most 
explicit  manner,  against  the  whole  scheme  and  all  ils  conse- 
quences, which  we  uie  now  culled  upon  to  support.  No 
puny,  I will  venture  to  say,  ever  placed  itself  in  s-o  unenviu 
hie  a light.  How  can  we  expect  to  he  sustained  by  Ihe  peo- 
ple when  our  solemnly  expressed  and  established  principles 
one  day  are  repudiated  the  next?  How  can  we  expect  the  j 
people  to  embrace  one  set  of  principles  one  daV,  and  the  re-  | 
verse  of  them  the  nex  t?  Sir,  ii  cannot  be.  You  must  ap-  j 
peal  to  their  reason.  You  must  satisfy  their  judgment,  ami  ; 
adhere  to  your  principles  when  once  established.  The  great 
body  ot  the  people  are  honest.  They  ask  limbing,  they  want 
untiling  but  wholesome  laws,  and  a laitlilnl  administration 
ol  iln  in.  Bpi,  they  will  nm  be  conic nt  w ith  Midi  fickleness 
of  purpose  as  requires  them  to  maintain  opposite  doctrines 
at  every  alternate  election.  , 

Sir,  I need  not  describe  the  effect  of  this  measure  on  the 
whole  country.  Il  the  banks  in  New  Yoik  are  embarrassed 
in  their  operations  by  it,  every  branch  ol  business  must  be  i 
embarrassed.  Those  portions  of  the  country  w here  there  is 
Hie  least  capital,  but  winch  have  subsliiuied  credit  in  its 
place,  will  leel  it  Hie  most  sensibly.  To  western  New  j 
York,  and  lo  the  western  stales  it  will  he  like  a mildew.  ; 
What  would  have  been  ihe  situation  of  those  regions  but  ! 
for  the  free  use  of  credit?  Wliat  will  be  i heir  situation  u hen  | 
credit  shall  be  -withdrawn  from  them.  Let  western  gentle-  j 
men  look  to  it.  Those  stales  aie  to  come  in  lor  the  lull  J 
share  of  suffering  in  Hie  course  ol  ibis  new  experiment,  'i  he  \ 
money  collected  for  public  lands  is  to  be  paid  in  specie.  But  r 
very  little  of  it  is  disbursed  there.  There  will,  therefore,  be  i 
a constant  drain  upon  ihe  western  slates  lor  their  specie  in  j 
the  disbursements  ol  Hie  government,  thereby  deranging  all  J 
the  regular  business  operations  of  the  country,  find  keeping 
lire  public  mind  in  constant  agitation  and  alarm.  Ii  Hie 
money  was  disbursed  at  ihe  places  respectively  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  is  received,  ihe  evil  would  not  he  so  great. 

It  would  still  be  deranging  the  natural  flow  of  specie  by  ar- 
bitrary regulations,  and  taking  it  from  lire  banks  where  it  is 
the  basis  of  circulation. 

The  effect  of  all  this  upon  the  general  credit  of  the  coun- 
try cannot  he  fully  appreciated.  Our  currency  lias  generally 
been  of  about  the  same  character  and  value  with  lliat  of 
England.  We  should  endeavor  to  keep  it  ol  the  same  value. 
England  is  the  great  money  market,  and  the  great  money 
regulator  ol  the  world.  Our  institutions  assimilate  more  to 
this,  than  to  the  other  portions  of  Europe.  We  are  inti- 
mately connected  with  England  in  our  commercial  relations,  j 
and  our  inteicouise  with  her  is  more  In  queiit  and  more  j 
easy  than  that  between  many  portions  of  our  own  country.  ' 
Her  currency,  therefore,  has  an  important  hearing  upon  ours. 
The  prices  of  property  depend  much  upon  this.  It  would  j 
be  the  height  of  folly  for  us  to  adopt  any  measures  which 
should  curtail  of  sink  our  currency  below  hers.  It  would 
bring  on  a ruinous  depression  of  prices,  and  affect  the  inter- 
ests of  eWry  owner  of  property  throughout  ihe  country. 
You  might  as  well  attempt  to  establish  a metallic  currency  | 
in  one  of  the  states  of  Hus  union,  whilst  all  the  others  main-  I 
tained  a paper  circulation,  as  to  do  any  thing  which  shall  | 
materially  change  ours  from  what  is  the  general  currency  I 
ot  England.  I know,  sir,  that  appeals  are  made  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people  against  paper  money.  But,  see  what  it  r 
lias  done  for  England.  It  has  enabled  her  to  fight  the  battles  , 
of  the  world — for  a quarter  nt  a century  she  relied  on  an  ir-  I 
redeemable,  inconvertible  paper  currency,  and  success-  I 
fully  resisted  ihe  conqneior  of  Europe.  It  has  given  her  a j 
moral  influence  which  is  fait  throughout  all  nations.  It  has  ! 
secured  to  her  own  people  more  practical  liberty  Ilian  is  en-  j 
joyed  in  any  other  country  except  our  own.  In  time  of  war 
the  banking  institutions  of  England,  like  our  own,  are  iden-  j 
lifted  wiii)  the  interests  of  Hie  country.  Ours  are  dependent 
on  the  people,  and  so  is  the  government.  In  such  a lime, 
we  are  all  embarked  in  the  same,  boiidm,  and  it  is  idle  lo  say  I 
that  there  is  any  diversity  of  interests  between  the  govern-  j 
mem,  the  hanks,  or  the  people.  Iu  the  experience  of  this  j 
country  during  the  late  war  our  banks  fought  our  battles,  as-  ! 
much  as  the  hank  of  England  (ought  the  battles  of  Europe. 

Sir,  1 cannot  but  look  at  the  effects  of  this  system  upon  1 
Ihe  city  ol  New  York,  as  of  Hie  most  fatal  tendency.  It 
must  lend  to  curiail  the  operations  of  the  banks,  and  add  to- 
the  general  stagnation  of  business.  Already  are  more  than 
fifty  thousand  of  her  population  out  of  employment,  with  all 
the  horrors  of  an  approaching  winter  lie  fore  them.  Unless  j 
something  is  done  to  revive  the  business  of  that  city,  that 
number  will  be  doubled,  and  no  one  can  foresee  ihe  cense-  j. 
quenees  of  such  a state  of  things.  Nothing  is  now  wauling-  ! 
but  the  favorable  action  of  the  government,  to  change  the  :• 
whole  face,  of  things.  But  the  evils  to  Hint  devoted  city  do  Ii 
not  end  there;  they  necessarily  extend  lo  the  country.  | 
If  you  cripple  the  operation  of  ihe  banks  there,  and  thereby  ^ 
cramp  the  business  of  the  city,  the  same  effects  must  lie  fait 
by  Hie  banks  and  business  of  ihe  country.  For  you  cannot 
strike  a blow  at  New  York  without  its  being  fell  in  a greater 
or  less  degree  in  every  state  in  the  union.  New  York  is  the 
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great  commercial  emporium,  like  the  heart,  its  pul>atinns  tire 
tell  to  the  remotest  extremities,  ami  whenever  it  ceases  lo 
beat  the  whole  limbs  of  this  great  body  politic  will  become 
cold  and  lifeless. 

These  e fleets  will  he  felt  by  the  local  banks  of  the  several 
stales,  the  slock  of  many  ol  which  belongs  lo  the  stales 
themselves,  if  Gentlemen  then  have  no  regard  lor  individ- 
ual stockholders  they  ought  lo  look  to  the  inieiesis  ol  llieir 
respective  stales  where  the  slock  ol  the  banks  is  thus  held. 
This  remark  would  apply  to  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee, Kentucky,  In- 
diana, Illinois  and  Missouri,  (Mr.  Beulon  signified  dissent.) 
The. senator  from  Missouri,  said  Mr.  T.,  shakes  his  l ead. 
He  may  have  a system  ol  banking  there  differed  tiro,  m all  the 
rest  ol  the  world,  namely  that  ol  issuing  only  one  dollar  ol 
paper  for  one  ol  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank.  If  this  be 
so,  I would  not  willingly  deprive  him  of  the  benefits  of  bis 
system!  But  whilst  1 will  not  object  to  such  n Procrustean 
bed  in  Missouri,  I will  not  consent  that  il  shall  be  transferred 
to  New  York,  and  that  the  honorable  senator  shall  stieich 
our  man  upon  ii  and  lop  him  off' at  both  ends  in  order  lo  fit 
Jilin  to  his  standard. 

Sir,  another  serious  objection  to  this  measure  is  that  it 
will  postpone  perhaps  indefinitely  the  resumption  of  specie 
payment*  by  Hie  banks.  There  is  no  portion  of  ihe  commu- 
nity more  anxious  for  such  resumption  than  (he  banks  them- 
selves. They  have  done  every  tiling  in  their  power  to  en- 
able them  to  do  it  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  They  have 
detei  mined  that  as  the  stoppage  was  no  fault  of  theirs*  so 
neither  shall  tile  omission  to  resume  be  charged  lo  their  ac- 
count. All  that  is  required  to  enable  them  to  resume  by 
next  spring,  is  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Our  foreign  debt  is  estimated  by  some  at  about 
twelve  millions  (if  dollars  at  Ibis  time.  This  will  he  liqui- 
dated by  the  coming  crop,  and  then  there  will  he  nothing  in 
the  way  ol  the  resumption  by  the  hanks,  hut  the  want  ol  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  the  government  and  the  people. 
Without  the  co-operation  of  Ihe  government  this  confidence 
cannot  he  anticipated.  If  you  make  your  collections  in  gold 
and  silver,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  they  can  resume. 
1 have  heretofore  shown  your  current  receipts  into  the  sub- 
treasury  in  New  York  to  lie  in  ordinary  years  about  twelve 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  about  five  millions,  alter  all  the 
disbursements  of  the  government,  will  remain  as  an  average 
balance  in  deposite.  Lm  u be  remembered,  loo,  thru  r.t 
about  the  time  proposed  lor  them  lo  resume,  there  will  he  due 
on  the  merchants*’ bunds  some  five  millions  inorej  and  which 
Under  this  “experiment”  is  al.-o  to  he  [laid  in  specie.  Now, 
sir,  let  me  ask.  Imw  is  it  possible  under  ihe  present  stale  of 
things  that  the  hanks  can  resume,  when  by  the  last  returns 
the  aggregate  amount  of  specie  in  llieir  vaults  is  less  than 
$1, 800,000 — and  m addition  lo  lire  accruing  revenue,  there  is 
to.  be  five  millions  provided  for  the  merchants’ bonds.  If 
this  scheme  shall  he  adopted  they  cannot  resume.  Let  it, 
therelore,  he  distinctly  understood  that  it  is  the*  fault  of  the 
government  and  not  l heirs  if  they  do  not  resume  by  the  time 
1 have  indicated.  They  cannot  command  nor  retain  the 
confidence  of  the  community,  as  long  as  the  government 
not  only  withholds  from  them  the  legitimate  means  which 
it  possesses  in  the  restoration  of  confidence,  but  withdraws 
liom  them  their  specie  which  is  the  very  foundation  of  con- 
fidence when  once  restored. 

But,  even  if  the  hanks  should  resume,  they  will  be  com- 
pelled under  ibis  system  to  stop  again.  The  drain  of  specie 
from  them  to  meet  the  exactions  of  the  government  would 
render  it  impossible  for  them  to  continue.  They  must  either 
suspend  all  business,  or  they  must  suspend  specie  payments. 
Either  event  would  he  equally  disastrous.  In  cither  case 
it  would  he  death  lo  the  whole  business  of  the  country.  If 
they  should  suspend  specie  payments  again  after  having  re- 
sumed, the  legislature  would  he  appealed  to  to  grant  no 
further  indulgence,  but  forthwith  to  forfeit  llieir  charters, 
and  put  thtir  concerns  into  the  hands  of  receivers.  If  the 
prejudices  of  the  community  could  be  sufficiently  wrought 
on,  such  would  he  the  consequence.  Any  one  who  foresaw 
Hie  effect  of  such  a course  last  spring,  if  the  legislature  had 
not  interfered,  can  judge  of  the  jiisastrous  results  of  such  a 
proceeding  now.  And  that  such  would  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult, il  this  measure  of  separating  the  government  from  the 
banks  and  the. people  he  persisted  in,  no  one  can  doubt.  I 
will  not  say  that  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  scheme,  de- 
sign to  accomplish  that  object, but  I do  say,  that  if  a scheme 
was  devised  lor  that  express  purpose,  it  could  not  be  more 
adroitly  planned. 

1 1 the  hanks  do  not  resume — and  it  is  certain  they  cannot 
and  will  not — it  tins  system  is  carried  into  eflVt  t,  what  will 
he  the  consequence?  It  is  alarming  to  contemplate!  The 
worst  passions  of  ignorant  men,  of  men  waked  op  to  a blind 
lory  by  lalse  views  and  L»l.-e  representations  will  Ire  let  lose, 
and  limy  would  he  called  upon  to  destroy  the ‘‘little  mon- 
sters” which  would  he  made  to  appear  to  their  maddened 
zpal  as  the  nuisances  oftlie  community!  The  banks  through- 
out the  country,  though  sound  and  -solid  institutions,  will 
he  obliged  to  tall  under  ihe  violence  of  the  tempest  which 
will  he.  made  to  rage  against  them.  This  will  lie  the  inevita- 
ble effects  of  such  measures  ns  are  now  proposed.  II  it 
should  >o  happen  that  Hie  stare  legislature  do  not  come  to 
their  aid,  exhibiting  more  wisdom  towards  them  than  con- 
gress seems  disposed  lo  exhibit,  the  results  I have  pointed 
out  will  inevitably  happep;  and  they  will  have  to  wind  up 
their. affairs!  Again,  let  me  ask  what  would  he  the  effects 
ol  this  unhappy  result?  The  effects  are  too  alarming — too 
distressing  to  make  it  credible  that  there  exists  the  man 
willing  to  inflict  so  nun  It  suffering  upon  his  countrymen! 

J lie  people  of  tin*  state  of  New  York,  for  example,  are  m- 
ih  hied  to  Ihe  hanks  more  than  sixty  millions  of  dollars— there 
are  abundant  means  to -pay,  but  in  the  hand  of  receivers  all 
would  he  sold,  and  the  property  would  he  sacrificed,  the  re- 
mover would  hoy  the  whole  as  no  one  would  have  the  means 
to  buy.  Can  it  be  believed  tliaf  gentlemen  wish  to  see  n 
scene  such  as  this?  My  state,  said  Mr.  T , is  so  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  effects  which  will  How  from  this  measure  of 
the  government,  dial  I can  see  already  as  plain  as  the  sim  at 
noon  day,  that  it  would  even  he  better  for  Hie  country  that  a 
tornado  or  an  earthquake  should  spread  its  desolation  around, 
than  that  we  should  have  this  scheme  in  flit*  ted  upon  us! 

Why  bring  forward  sorb  a system  as  this,  when  by  the 
testimony  of  the  president  himself  and  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  state  batik  system  worked  so  well?  Such  a 
<ri>is  as  the  present  may  never  again  occut;  it  is  an  excep- 
tion to  a gem  ral  role,  and  who  will  not  acknowledge  that  a 
worse  guide  for  legislation  limn  exoi  ptions  lo  general  prim 
dples  could  not  he  procured?  Again,  what  is  there  in  this 
new  system,  In  tier  than  in  the  state  hank  system?  What 
improvement  has  it  met  with,  since  Hie  dav  when  it  was  held 
in  Hit*  utmost  abhorrence;  when  it  was  denounced  by  the 
party,  and  when  it  could  only  command  33  votes  in  the 


oihet  house?  How  is  it  now  suddenly  discovered  to  he  so 
much  better  than  a system  which  by  the  declaration  ol  the 
best  authority  an>weied  all  our  anticipations?  VV  lien  this 
very  same  scheme  was  brought  forward  in  1835,  v\ e all  ol 
us  believed  that  the  public  money  would  not  he  sale  in  tin 
custody  of  officers  ol  the  government,  what  reason  is  there 
now  to  change  our  minds,  and  to  think  that  it  w ill  he  sale 
there?  But  the  president  says  we  can  construct  a vault  as 
fimi,  as  strong,  and  as  solid,  as  ihe  vault  of  a hank.  Yes, 
certainly,  (said  Mr.  'J’.,)  we  have  no  deficiency  ol  mechan- 
ical means  to  make  stub  a one,  hut  who  are  to  he  its  guar- 
dians? And  though  the  vault  may  he  secure,  can  vve  be  cer- 
tain that  the  guardians  will  he  as  solid  ami  secure.,  and  as 
vvel|  to  he  trusted  as  ihe  vault?  What  security,  sir,  can  we 
have  lor  individuals?  Whereas,  when  the  money  is  deposit- 
ed in  hanks,  all  the  credit,  and  capita,!,  and  resouices  of 
• Rose  banks  are  pledged  foi  the  sateiy  of  the  deposited,  and 
are  a certain  guarantee  of  their  safety!  Such  is  the  security 
afforded  by  the  hanking  system;  tnn  by  the  sub-treasury  sys- 
tem we  have  nothing  hut  the  naked,  bare  security  of  indi- 
viduals! Ami  who  can  tell,  sir,  what  sort  ol  an  individual 
this  may  In  ? What  honest  man  will  be  eager  lo  throw  him- 
self'into  a situation  of  such  danger,  such  temptation,  and 
such  immense  responsibility?  Who  that  has  a proper  appre- 
ciation for  his  family  and  children  would  he  willing  to  as- 
sume duties  of  such  a dangerous  charaetei?  If  the  vault 
were  plundered,  he,  let  him  he  ever  so  innocent,  will  he 
immediately  pronounced  guilty;  thenceforth  he  is  a ruined 
man;  Ins  family  ruined;  his  name  a mark  for  disgrace,  and 
himself  an  object  for  the  finger  of  scorn  to' 'he  pointed  at! 
No  prudent  man  who  has  a proper  regard  for  his  character 
and  reputation,  would  be  found  teudy  to  accept  such  tin  in- 
vidious and  dangerous  post. 

Bin,  the  president  informs  us  lhat,  on  an  average  there 
will  not  be  above  $30,000  as  the  sum  to  be  placed  in  the 
custody  of  each  officer.  This  is  a most  fallacious  idea.  It 
is  true,  if  you  take  all  the  officers  and  then  strike  an  over- 
rage,  it  might  be  that  no  more  than  that  sum  would  fall  to 
ihe  share  of  each  to  lake  care  of,  hut  there  must  he  large 
amounts  concentrated  at  a few  particular  points,  and  it  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  things  possible  to  spread  out  the.  whole 
revenue  in  such  equal  portions  throughout  this  extensive 
union.  Or  if  the  average  was  to  he  forcibly  maintained  by 
removing  the  excess  above  the  $30,01)0,  from  one  officer  to 
other  officers  in  oilier  places,  wlm  can  tell  the  disturbing  ef- 
fects which  would  follow  from  such  transfer.-?  1 am  surpris- 
ed, therefore,  that  any  one  for  one  moment  could  linger  upon 
this  idea,  as  affording  an  argument  for  the.  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic, money  under  this  system.  We  are  told  again,  that  we 
have  other  pledges  for  ihe  safety  of  the  funds,  in  the  sure- 
ties which  each  officer  will  be  required  to  give  to  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  funds  committed  to  his  care.  I look  upon 
the  sureties  to  be  given,  as  affording  no  security  whatever. 
Men  will  not  he  found  ready  to  sacrifice  their  property,  and 
abandon  it  all  to  the  government  in  payment  for  what  they 
have  neither  eaten  nor  drank;  and  when  they  put  their  pro- 
perty out  of  the  reach  of  government,  they  will  only  he 
praised  for  their  care  and  prudence  by  the  people  of  their 
neighborhood.  What  secuiity  then*,  is  afforded  on  this 
ground?  Not  an  atom! 

Gentlemen  are  very  anxious,  apparently,  for  this  divorce, 
as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it.  1 would  remind  them,  how- 
ever, that  whilst  they  are  talking  of  a divorce,  they  are  get- 
ting up  an  incestuous  union  between  members  of  the  same 
family — a marriage  which  is  unlawful;  and  which  I would 
say,  comes  within  the  Levitical  degrees,  and  therefore  ought 
to  he  forbidden. 

This  union,  which  is  now  proposed,  is  a most  unsafe  and 
dangerous  one.  It  reminds  me  of  au  anecdote  of  a captain 
of  a packet  with  whom  1 was  acquainted,  who  informed  me 
that  he  always  found  it  indispensably  necessary  for  the  safe- 
ly of  the  ship’s  stores,  to  have  his  cook  and  his  steward  of 
different  families,  and  if  possible  of  different  colors,  and  if 
he  could  get  up  a fight  between  them,  it  was  all  the  better: 
for  il  they  were  connected  together  in  a common  bond  of 
interest  or  affection,  the  stores  were  apt  to  he  wasted.  So 
here,  I think  our  stores,  the  stores  of  the  ship  of  state  will 
not  he  safe,  if  a union  takes  place  between  Hie  government 
and  the  public  treasury,  which  ought  to  he  separated  in  dif- 
ferent seis  of  hands,  and  those,  too,  antagonist  hands. 

The  officers  to  he  employed  under  this  system  so  far  from 
being  antagonist  to  the  government,  are  officers  appointed 
by  Hie  government,  entirely  dependent  on  it,  and  who  may 
he  removed  by  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from  their  offices. 
There  is  positive  danger  in  the  scheme.  All  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,  all  the  treasury,  together  with  the 
other  executive  powers,  will  now  he  united  in  the  same  fa 
mjly,  atid  in  the  same  hands.  I see  no  security,  but  abso- 
lute insecurity,  absolute  danger  in  the  [imposed  system. 
But  let  us  consider  the  chances  of  security  which  the  sys- 
tem offers  for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys.  The  sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  tells  us  the  public  funds  will  hard- 
ly fail  to  lie  sale,  for  if  the  officer  should  appropriate  them  to 
his  own  use,  he  may  he  Imrig  up  by  the  neck,  until,  to  use 
the  forcible  repetitions  of  that  gentleman,  he  is  dead,  dead, 
dead!  VVhal  security  is  tin  re  here,  sir,  when  the  money  is 
njrcndy  gone?  Will  Hie  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purpo- 
ses oi  security?  Or  does  the  gentleman  really  imagine  that 
the  penally  of  death  itself  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  de- 
falcation? Does  not  the  experience  of  all  countries  show  that 
the  severest  penalties  do  not  operate  ns  pi  even  lives  of  crime 
of  any  kind?  We  have  only  to  look  to  our  own  country  for 
illustrations  qf  the  insufficiency  and  insecurity  of  the  pro- 
posed system.  What,  for  example,  is  thought  to  he  the  best 
system  lot  the  collection  of  the  lolls  on  the  New  York  ca- 
nals? It  is  the  system  of  deposite  with  the  banks.  The  mo- 
ney is  rapidly  brought  into  the  hanks,  anil  the  leapt  possible 
means  aie  left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
mass  of  the  funds  collected  are  therefore  always  on  deposite 
in  the  hanks,  which  credit  Hie  government  with  the  amount, 
his  owing  to  this  system  of  removing  responsibility  for 
such  large  sums  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposing  it 
upon  banks,  that  from  the  veiy  first  period  of  Ihe  formation 
of  the  canals  down  to  the  present  moment,  the  state  has  not 
lost  one  single  dollar  of  the  canal  funds,  though  millions  and 
millions  have  been  collected.  If  the  system  were  proposed 
in  the  slate  legislature  to  take  the  personal  responsibility  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection,  together  with  secu- 
rity, such  as  is  proposed  to  he  done  hv  the  present  scheme, 
it  would  not  he  able  to  command  a single  vole!  How  then 
can  it  he  here  maintained  by  gentlemen  i hat  such  an  objec- 
tionable [thin,  rejected  altogether  by  prudent  and  experienc- 
ed legislators,  is  the  best  plan,  and  ought  to  he  adopted? 
There  is  a law  now  on  the  statute  hook  that  certain  dis- 
bursing officers  shall  deposite  whatever  public  funds  come 
into  ill** i»  hands,  in  the  trunk  nearest  to  them  until  required 
to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  the  necessity  of  such  a law? 


w by  does  the  law  exist,  if  pi  unities  and  sr  i unties  make  the 
money  as  sate  as  when  depuHti  d in  the  banks? 

The  truth  of  my  position  is  illustrated  by  Hie  financial  bis- 
troy  ol  the  government.  In  1820,  Mr.  Claw  mid,  tin  n seen  lo- 
ry ol  the  treasury,  r«  ported  that  the  amount  of  revenue  Horn 
( u. -ion  s.  I rom  the  comment  uncut  ol  the  government  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1819,  exceeded  $351,000,000.  He  also 
stales  that  the  amount  ol  revenue  lost  by  the  insolvency  of 
those  who  lx  came  hound  lor  the  pa)  merit  ol  duties,  toge- 
ther with  the  amount  at  that  lime  doubilul,  was  not  quite 
equal  to  lortj-five  hundredths  ol  one  per  ct  lit.  upon  tlx  ag- 
gii  gate  rev<  nue  u liu'li  had  ncciued  since  Ihe  organization 
ol  the  present  government!  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  loss  to  tlx: 
government  upon  metchanis’  bonds  and  their  siiretii in  the 
collection  o!  more  than  $351 ,000,000,  w as  less  than  one  half 
of  one  per  cent.!  and  this  enormous  amount  was  principal- 
ly collet  ted  through  the  agr  nc>  ol  Ihe  hanks.  Yet  it  is  these 
merchants  and  these  hanks  that  have  been  so  much  di.-pa- 
r aged  in  nm  public  discussions,  as  well  as  in  the  public 
[mills.  Mr.  Crawford  also  states  in  the  same  ri  port,  that 
the  amount  of  loss  Horn  the  colli  dors  ol  it  venue  limn  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  (torn  the  collectors  oi  the  internal  icve- 
nue  and  direct  tax,  and  receivers  ol  public  money,  nearly 
equals  t hat  which  ihe  government  sustained  on  the  collce- 
tinn  of  more  than  $351, 000. 000  horn  the  men  hauls ! he  also 
estimates  lhat  the  losses,  by  Ihe  misapplication  oj  the  public 
money  by  officers  of  government  employed  in  disbursing  it , 
.greatly  exceed  those  uhich  have  been  incurred  in  l he  collec- 
tion! Sir,  these  statements  present  a most  appalling  Itxe- 
tasle  of  what  we  are  to  expect  under  this  sub-treasury 
scheme.  If  collectors’,  and  receivers,  and  di.-huising  offi- 
cers, have  swindled  the  government  of  such  enormous 
amounts,  whilst  the  money  was  merely  passing  through 
llieir  hands,  what  are  we  to  expect  when  they  become  Hie 
pei niniienl  depositories? 

Every  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  proposed  by  this  hill, 
and  at  the  same  lime  every  fact  goes  in  favor  of  the  system 
which  ii  is  now  suddenly  proposed  to  cast  aside!  Can  it  he 
possible  that  gentlemen  wi.-h  to  expose  the  treasury  as  it 
w ill  he  exposed  by  (his  scheme?  I do  not  wish  to  disparage 
♦our  public  officers  or  those  w ho  may  lie  employed  under  this 
sysK  in.  But,  I look  at  human  nature'  as  it  is.  1 look  at  Hie 
temptations  to  which  they  are  exposed.  The  confidence  of 
individuals  in  their  own  integrity  may  be  unbounded,  and 
they  will  never  suspect  il  till  put  to  the  test  of  such  tempta- 
tions as  will  be  presented  under  this  system.  1 mean  no 
unnecessary  or  improper  disparagement  when  I say,  1 have 
no  faith  in  the,  safety  of  the  public  money  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage  ol  it.  And 
no  opportunity  will  pass  unimproved  where  the  temptation 
is  sufficiently  presented.  There  is  no  safely  in  it. 

“You  may  as  well  spread  out  the  unsunird  heaps 
Of  miser’s  treasure  by  an  outlaw’s  den, 

And  tell  me  it  is  sale,  as  bid  me  hope 
Danger  will  wink  on  opportunity.” 

So  far  from  there  being  no  danger  in  Ihe  plan,  there  is  no 
safety  in  it.  But  in  the  other,  there  is  the  absence  of  dafiger. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  public  money  by  being  placed 
in  deposite  with  Ihe  hanks  goes  to  assist  them,  and  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  advanced  this  idea  thinks  that  it  ought  not 
lo  he  so.  But  1 affirm  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  t lie  public  money  should  answer  so  useful  a pur- 
pose— should  go  to  promote  and  assist  the  objects  ol  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  people  are  entitled  to  this 
benefit.  But  if  you  take  away  all  the  specie  from  the  vaults 
oftlie  hanks,  you  take  away  their  means;  they  will  not  he 
able  to  do  any  thing;  and  not  only  will  they  lose  the  advan- 
tage of  operating  with  the  amount  deposited,  but  you  lake 
away  confidence  from  them,  and  they  can  do  nothing. 

It  is  objected  against  the  system  of  depositing  tire  public 
funds  with  the  hanks,  that  they  operate  injuriously  as  a 
means  of  stimulating  to  speculation  and  overtrading.  There 
is,  however,  a bill  before  you  which  will  effectually  prevent 
overtrading.  I mean  the  warehousing  system  hill,  by  which 
merchants  will  pay  the  duties  in  cash,  not  on  long  ciedits, 
but  on  receiving  their  goods  from  the  public  warehouses. 
The  danger  of  overaction,  in  reference  lo  importations,  w ill 
he  by  this  system  removed,  as  the  merchants  will  have  to 
pay  the  duties,  not,  as  under  the  existing  system,  after  Ihe 
goods  have  been  thrown  into  market  and  disposed  of,  but  at 
the  period  of  bringing  them  into  the  marki  l,  so  that  they 
will  not  import  fiesli  quantities'  of  goods  before  the  duties  are 
paid  on  former  importations.'.  • 

Why  do  gentlemen  wish,  after  the  experience  of  a good 
system,  lo  adopt  a new  experiment?  for  let  it  be  .remember- 
ed, the  banking  deposite  system  lias  vvqrked  well,  and  Hie 
present  crisis  is  truly  an  exception  to  a geneial  rule.  You 
might  as  well  say  when  a steamboat  bad  btirsj  its  boiler,  that 
we  ought  in  consequence  to  abandon  the  use  of  steam,  and 
in  place  of  it  try  the  experiment  of  balloons;  The  conse- 
quence would  be  we  sliouhfcome  down  again  to  our  mother 
earth  will)  broken  bones  or  with  a broken  neck.  Such  in- 
deed, will  be  the  result  of  the  adoption  of  this  scheme. 

There  is  no  ether  mode  to  enable  the  banks  to  resume 
specie  payments  than  the  mode  proposed  by  the  senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives). 

This  amendment  will  create  confidence,  and  when  confi- 
dence is  revived  they  will  be  able  to  resume.  That  time  is 
not  far  distant  if  the  confidence  of  government  was  not 
withdrawn  from  them,  but  if  the  measure  of  this  hill  is  car- 
ried into  effect  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  resume. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  of  executive  patronage,  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  detain  the  senate  with  any  remarks  upon 
this  part  of  the  scheme.  What  the  senator  from  Virginia 
has  said  upon  it  is  forcible  and  conclusive  on  this  point. — 
J_.Pl  us,  however,  bear  in  mind  lhat  we  are  not  now  legis- 
lating either  for  the  present  or  for  the  past,  hut  lor  Ihe  future. 

I apprehend  no  danger  from  the  present  executive.  In  him 
I have  perfect  confidence.  I have  known  him  from  early 
manhood  walking  within  the  hounds  and  limits  of  Hie  con- 
stitution; but  Ihe  day  may  arrive  when  Ihe  chair  of  the  chief 
magistrate  may  he  filled  by  an  individual  ready  to  abuse  his 
trust,  and  then  our  action  will  have  furnished  him  with  the 
means  and  tlx*  power. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  a most  important  crisis  in  the  affairs 
of  the  country.  1 wish  oilier  gentlemen  could  appreciate  it 
as  I do.  We  might  then  avert  the  evils  which  are  impend- 
ing over  ns.  Sir,  we  are  asked  to  adopt  a system,  which  I 
fear  will  prpve  most  disastrous  in  its  results  if  carried  into 
execution,  but  which  I apprehend  it  will  he  physically  im- 
possible to  execute.  I will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  con- 
sequences of  such  a state  of  things.  I hope  my  anticipations 
may  not  lie  realized;  bur  1 look  forward  to  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  measure  with  the  most  painful  forhodings.  And 
I shall  he  happily  disappointed  if  il  does  not  involve  the  peo- 
ple, the  country,  and  its  institutions  in  one  great  and  com- 
mon calamity. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

A pleasing  compliment.  The  compositors  in  the 
office  of  the  New  York  Times  have  published  a 
card,  tendering  their  thanks  to  Messrs.  Davies  & 
Holland,  conductors  of  the  paper,  for  their  uniform 
kind,  and  gentlemanly  treatment,  and  punctual  pay- 
ments, and  regretting  the  necessity  that  compels 
them  to  relinquish  their  situations.  We  look  upon 
this  as  a higher  Compliment  than  a public  dinner. 
For  employers  to  deserve  and  receive  kind  expres- 
sions from  the  employed,  is  the  highest  possible  evi- 
dence of  an  honest,  correct,  and  gentlemanly  de- 
portment towards  them.  [ Boston  Advocate. 

Marine  insurance.  The  past  summer  and  autumn 
have  been  remarkable  for  the  amount  of  property 
destroyed  at  sea,  in  consequence  of  which  the  ma- 
rine oliices  have  suffered  severely.  Within  a pe- 
riod of  eleven  days  the  following  heavy  losses  have 
been  heard  from,  insured  in  State  street,  for  the 
amount  here  stated,  besides  many  smaller  ones, 
which  would  considerably  swell  the  aggregate: — 
brig  Toucan,  of  Boston,  .$53,000;  ship  Hope,  of 
Philadelphia,  $‘52,000;  ship  Emerald,  of  Ports- 
mouth, $33,000;  ship  Boston,  of  Salem,  $25,000; 
ship  Boreas  of  Duxbury,  $20,000.  Total  $183,500. 

[ Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

Card  miking.  We  had  the  pleasure,  hist  week, 
of  visiting  a card  factory  at  Springfield.  The  ma- 
chinery almost  inspires  one  with  the  belief  that  it  is 
gifted  with  intelligence.  The  operations  of  cutting 
Otf  the  wire,  bending  it  into  the  proper  shape, 
punching  the  holes  in  the  leather,  forcinD  in  the 
teeth,  then  bending  the  teeth  to  give  their  points 
the  right  direction,  and  many  other  important 
movements,  are  all  performed  without  the  aid  of 
hands,  and  with  the  rapidity  almost  of  thought.  One 
cannot  view  such  machinery  without  being  aston- 
ished at  the  wonderful  powers  of  human  intelli- 
gence. 

Great,  fire  at  Halifax.  Thepacket  brig  Cordelia, 
arrived  at  Boston  on  Monday,  bringing  papers  to 
tae  26th  of  October.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
mentions  that  the  largest  fire  that  has  ever  visited 
Halifax  occurred  on  Monday  night,  the  23d  October. 
It  broke  out  at  half  past  8 and  burned  till  12 — 
•sweeping  all  the  houses  in  the  square  betvvden  the 
beginning  of  Hollis  street  an  1 Upper  water  street 
Fortunately, there  was  scarcely  any  wind.  Loss 
$30,000,  insurance,  $3.3,000.  — The  offices  of  the 
Telegraph  and  Pearl  were  destroyed. 

The  congress  of  Texas  assembled  at  Houston  on 
the  25th  September.  Toe  hon.  Stephen  H.Eveiett 
was  unanimously  elected  president  pro.  tern,  of  the 
senate,  and  Mr.  Rowe,  speaker  of  the  house. 

A dinner,  it  appears,  was  given  to  Thompson, 
now  commodore  of  the  Pexian  fieet,  at  Houston  on 
the  23th  September,  which  was  attended  by  a large 
and  respectable  number  ofinhabitants.  The  health 
ot  Texas  has  been  good. 

The  over-land  emigration  to  Texas  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  is  said,  to  be  great,  and  apparently  in- 
creasing. 

The  Tuscumbia  (Alabama)  Register  of  26th  ult. 
says  of  the  cotton  crop*-; 

From  present  prospects,  the  planters  in  the  Ten- 
nessee Vally  have  reason  to  anticipate,  at  least,  an 
average  crop.  The  staple  is  generally  good,  and 
hands  are  now  able  to  pick  out  from  a hundred  to 
a hundred  and  sixty  pounds  per  day.  Should  heavy 
frosts  hold  o!f  a week  or  two  longer — which  the 
present  state  of  the  weather  appears  to  indicate,  the 
crop  will  be.  ‘-beyond  the  reach  of  contingencies.” 

Fatal  accident  Our  correspondent,  at  Bristol, 
writes  as  follows: — “On  Monday  last,  Mr.  George 
Howe,  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
Cape  Haytien,  while  assisting  to  take  on  board  the 
long  boat  of  the  brig  Lawrence,  at  Bristol,  and  pre- 
paratory to  embarking  for  that  place,  while  the  boat 
was  suspended  by  the  tackles,  became  so  jammed 
between  it  and  the  pump  as  to  occasion  his  death 
the  ensuing  day.  [Providence  Journal. 

Battle  of  Tippecanoe.  We  learn  from  the  west- 
ern papers  that  the  battle  ground  ofTippecanoe  is 
to  be  enclosed  by  a post  and  plank  fence  seven  feet 
high.  The  work  is  to  be  completed  by  the  coming 
Christmas,  and  its  expense  defrayed  from  the  con- 
tingent fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  of  Indi- 
ana. [ Richmond  Comp. 

Business  at  Richmond.  The  Compiler,  in  its  re- 
port of  the  market  on  Thursday  last,  says — 

We  are  jogging  along  quite  comfortably  in  most 
departments  of  business.  Mechanics  are  looking 
no — buildings  progressing,  and  other  signs  of  re- 
viving confidence  and  ease  daily  show  themselves. 

The  Pittsburg  Advocate  of  Monday  says  that 
the  Ohio  river  continued  high;  and  would  no  doubt 
keep  so  until  closed  by  ice. 


The  steamboat  St.  Peters  had  arrived  at  St.  Louis 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  laden  with 
furs  and  peltries,  belonging  to  the  American  fur 
company,  amounting  to  upwards  of  $50,000. 

Nothing  of  much  importance  in  the  character  of 
news  has  been  received  by  this  arrival.  A gentle- 
man who  left  the  mountains  recently,  states  that 
the  Indians  in  all  that  region,  were  quiet,  and  ap- 
parently friendly.  The  trappers,  too,  seem  to  have 
been  successful  the  past  season,  and  were  pursuing 
their  business  with  increased  energy  and  confi- 
dence. 

More  volunteers.  We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis 
Republican  of  the  21st  ult.  that  on  the  day  previous 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  volunteers  arrived  in 
that  city  in  addition  to  those  already  at  Jefferson 
Barracks.  Two  of  these  companies  are  from  Boon 
and  a detachment  for  the  company  from  Howard. 
They  are  a fine  looking  set  of  fellows,  well  mount- 
ed and  equipped.  These  make  the  whole  number 
about  250. 

The  same  paper  says  the  Choctaw  Indians  have 
declined  furnishing  the  two  hundred  warriors  for 
Florida  asked  lor  by  the  secretary  of  war.  The 
chief,  Nilicachee,  has  offered  lo  go  with  fifty  war- 
riors, or  more,  if  required. 

A regiment  of  Missouri  volunteers,  under  the 
command  of  col.  Gentry,  left  Jefferson  Barracks  on 
the  25th  ult.  for  New  Orleans  and  Florida. 

i Severe  storm.  As  stated  in  our  last,  New  Orleans 
and  vicinity  was  recently  visited  with  a severe 
stonn  of  wind  and  rain.  It  appears  also  to  have 
visited  the  whole  border  of  the  Mississippi.  Capt. 
Boggs,  of  the  steamboat  general  Gaines,  who  left 
New  Orleans  just  before  the  storm  of  the  7th  inst. 
informs  the  editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal  that  the 
gale  struck  him  near  Placquemine,  and  that  it  blew 
subsequently  with  immense  violence.  Trees  were 
uprooted  and  broken  anti  flat  boats  destroyed  in 
great  numbers.  Captain  Boggs  remained  over 
night  a little  below  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  where 
he  saw  the  air  whitened  with  cotton,  which  was 
blown  from  the  fields  half  across  the  Mississippi. 
Tiie  opinion  was  that  at  least  one-third  of  the 
whole  cotton  crop  was  blown  away.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  sugar  crop  was  such  that  the  injury 
done  to  it  cannot  but  have  been  immense. 

At  Natchez  several  small  houses  were  swept 
away.  The  gale  was  not  less  furious  there  than  in 
the  region  farther  south.  The  calamity  is  proba- 
bly the  greatest  that  has  befallen  the  southern  coun- 
try for  several  years. 

Tobacco.  The  New  York  Express  of  Monday 
says — The  supplies  of  this  article  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  have  not  been  half  equal  to 
the  demand,  although  high  prices  have  been  main- 
tained. The  receipts  up  to  the  present  time  are 
less  by  eight  thousand  hogsheads  than  at  the  same 
period  last  year.  The  number  of  hhds.  of  all  sorts 
in  the  inspection  warehouse  does  not  exceed  800 
hhds.,  very  little  of  which  is  in  first  hands  for  sale. 
It  is  believed  that  many  thousand  hhds.  of  good  to- 
bacco would  find  immediate  purchasers.  Owing 
to  the  lowness  of  the  waters  and  the  prevalence  of 
the  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans,  not  much  Ken- 
tucky tobacco  (the  kind  most  wanted)  can  be  ex- 
pected for  some  time.  A resort  must,  therefore, 
be  had  to  Virginia  to  supply  its  place. 

The  celebrated  Rosetta  stone.  Henry  James,  esq. 
now  in  Europe,  has  presented  to  the  curators  of  the 
Albany  Institute  a copy  (lac  simile)  in  plaster,  of 
this  celebrated  Egyptian  relic,  found  at  Rosetta,  in 
Egypt,  which  is  the  first  tinqe,  we  believe,  that  any 
of  our  wealthy  young  men  making  the  tour  of  Eu- 
rope, ever  thought  of  contributing  so  really  valua- 
ble an  acquisition,  as  probably  we  have  no  copy  of 
it  in  our  country  except,  perhaps,  in  some  engrav- 
ing. The  three  inscriptions  on  this  stone  (Greek, 
Cauptic  and  hieroglyphic)  are  what  led  Dr.  Young, 
of  Oxford,  and  afterwards  the  lamented  Champol- 
lion,  of  Paris,  to  the  discovery  of  the  key  to  the 
hieroglyphic  alphabet,  which  has  caused  such  sen- 
sation in  the  literary  world.  Mr.  James  deserves 
much  praise  for  this  gift,  so  worthy  of  his  culti- 
vated mind. 

Loss  of  the  English  steam  packet  Don  Juan.  Thq 
splendid  steam  packet  Don  Juan,  plying  between 
England  and  Gibraltar,  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  burthen,* and  six  hundred  horse  power,  was 
lost  the  15th  September,  on  Tariffa  Point,  sixteen 
miles  from  Gibraltar,  on  her  passage  from  that  port 
to  England.  The  passengers,  crew  and.  specie, 
($30,000),  saved — the  vessel  and  cargo,  about  100 
toils  fruit,  100  tons  lead,' and  other  merchandise,  a 
total  loss.  There  was  insurance  effected  on  the 
Don  Juan  at  Lloyd’s  for  £40,000.  She  run  upon 
a rock  in  a fog,  and  sunk  almost  immediately. 


A correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  United 
States  Gazette  writing  from  Harrisburg,  says — 

I learned  from  a friend-  yesterday,  that  Mr. 
Campbell,  the  engineer  of  Philadelphia, -has  invent- 
ed a plough  and  a harrow,  which  may  be  effective- 
ly and  most  profitably  worked  by  steam.  A gen- 
tleman of  the  west  has  expressed  his  belief  that  the 
former  will  plough  250  acres  a day.  If  this  is  the 
case,  the  wilderness  of  our  great  prairies  will  be 
made  to  blossom  like  the  rose. 

Mr.  Aaron  Bennet,  a soldier  of  the  revolution 
and  an  upright  and  useful  citizen,  died  at  his  resi- 
dence near  Harrison,  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  4th  ult.  in  the  7.9th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
among  the  first  soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the  army  of 
the  revolution  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Long  Is- 
land, York  Island,  White  Plains  and  Springfield — 
the  latter  being  the  place  near  which  he  was  born. 

The  pill  trade.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce states  that  a certain  pill  manufacturer  of 
that  city  has  received  in  the  course  of  the  past 
season  two  hundred-  tierces  of  pill  boxes;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  filled  them.  For  on  receiving 
recently  a fresh  load  of  tierces  he  remarked  to  the 
carman  who  brought  them,  that  he  had  on  hand 
sixteen  bushels ■ of  pills,  for  which  he  had  no  boxes. 

We  find  the  annexed  notification  in  the  Alexan- 
dria Gazette: 

We  understand  that  colonel  Henry  R.  Dulany 
would,  if  a sufficient  force  of  volunteers  could  be 
raised  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  neighbor- 
hood, for  his  command,  he  is  prepared  to  conduct 
them  to  Florida,  and  serve  there  in  the  ensuing 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians.” 

Indian  anecdote.  Mr.  Catlin,  a portrait  painter, 
having  taken  the  likeness  of  several  Indian,  chiefs, 
proposed  to,  make  one  of  them  a present  of  his  por- 
trait, to  be  hung  up  in  his  hut.  The  chief  objected, 
saying,  “No,  no;  I do  not  want  it.  I could  not 
sleep.”  “How  so?”  was  ihe  reply.  “How  could  | 
I sleep,  while  I am  hanging  on  the  wall  with  my 
eyes  wide  open?”  [ West.  Carol. 

Salutes.  The  number  of  persons  who  are  killed  , 
or  dreadfully  maimed  every  year  by  the  firing  of  1 
artillery  salutes,  exceeds  the  number  of  persons  j 
who  die  in  the  same  period  from  small  pox.  We 
dread  the  approach  of  any  day  of  jubilee,  knowing 
that  it  brings  the  death  warrant  of  sofiie  artillery 
man. 

At  the  grand  celebration  in  Portland  on  Wednes- 
day last,  in  honor  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Jackson 
party  in  Maine,  an  unfortunate  member  of  the  ar- 
tillery company  was  so  badly  injured  “by  the  pre- 
mature explosion  of  a cartridge,”  as  to  cause  his 
death  a few  hours  afterwards.  [ Salem,  Gazette. 

All  sporting  England  has  been  thrown  into  con- 
sternation by  an  annunciation  that  the  royal  stud 
would  be  soid  off  at  Hampton  Court  on  the  25th 
October.  Twenty  two  members,  chiefly  noblemen, 
of  the  Jockey  Ciub,  had  sent  in  a remonstrance 
against  the  measure  to  the  prime  minister,  Lord  j 
Melbourne. 

Woodworth  benefit.  A complimentary  benefit 
was  given,  to  Woodworth,  the  poet,  at  the  national 
theatre.  New  York,  on  Tuesday  night- last,,  which  j 
yielded  $3,000:  a sum  that,  according  to  the  Cou-_ 
rier,  will  place  the  beneficiary  beyond  the  reach  ot 
want  for  the  residue  of  his  life. 

It  is  said  that  the  Mexicans  have  imprisoned  a I 
number  of  Americans  at  Matamoras,  under  the-  « 
belief  or  imputation  that  they  were  accessary  to  ,, 
the  escape  of  Mr.  Wharton,  the  Texian  minister  to-  j 
the  court  of  the  United  States.  [Globe.  • 

The  ship  Pennsylvania.  The  steamboat  Coluro-  I 
bus  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Saturday  last  from  > 
Norfolk  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  inchid-  (' 
ing  ten  officers,  for  the  United  States  ship  Pennsyl-  i 
vania,  fitting  out  at  Philadelphia. 

The  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York  has  ap-  j| 
pointed  the  30th  instant  as  a day  of  Public  Thanks-  jj 
giving, Tor  the  numerous  favors  and  blessings  with 
which  the  past  year  has  been  crowned. 

Prairie  grass.  The  Salt  River  Journal,  publish-  i 
ed  at  Bowling  Green,  Mo.  states  that  two  blades  of  : 
prairie  grass  were  recently  exhibited  in  that  office 
which  measured  fifteen  feet  in  length! 

The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  23d  ult.  states  that 
upwards  ofsix  hundred  passengers  arrived  there  in 
two  days,  by  the  various  steamboats. 

Health  of  Natchez.  On  Friday  the  13th  ult. 
there  were  tan  interments  at.  Natchez,  which  is 
about  double,  the  usual  number.  - 
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|]Cj“Mr.  Adams’  speech  “upon  nouns,  pronouns, 
verbs  fend  adverbs,'”  inserted  in  the  present  sheet, 
■displays  a degree  of  patient  labor  ami  research 
which  must  convince  both  political  friends  and  foes 
4hat  neither  time  nor  circumstances  have  impaired 
the  strength  or  astuteness  of  his  mind,  or  his  zeal 
in  behalf  of  what  he  deems  to  be  the  interests  of  the 
^people.  Familiar  as  we  have  been,  for  a series  of 
years,  with  minute  calculations  and  statistical  de- 
tails, the  most  powerful,  but  least  prized,  modes  of 
exhibiting  resnlts,  we  have  been  surprised  and  de- 
lighted at  the  clearness  and  force  with  which  every 
point  is  illustrated, — and  must  warmly  commend 
the  speech  to  all  who  wish  to  understand  the  ques- 
tions on  which  it  treats. 

As  we  published  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  house  on  the  16th  ult.  in  which  Mr.  Adams  al- 
luded to  the  “bargain,”  it  is  due  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned that  we  should  also  insert  the  following 
from  the  “Intelligencer”  of  the  7th  inst. 

“At  the  close  of  Mr.  Adams’  speech,  published 
to-day,  t he  reader  will  observe  a note,  appended  to 
it  by  Mr.  A.  himself,  which  refers  to  many  par- 
ticulars. Amongst  these  is  a correction  of  some 
points  in  our  report  of  his  remarks  on  the  morning 
of  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  a disclaimer  of 
any  personal  reierence  to  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Gar- 
land, of  Louisiana,  in  regard  to  the  bargain  which 
he  alleged  to  have  been  offered  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  the  members 
representing  what  he  calls  the  debtor  states.  In 
the  confusion  of  the  close  of  the  session,  our  re- 
porter could  often  hear  but  imperlectly  what  was 
said  in  the  vast  hall  of  the  house,  and  may  be  ex- 
cused if  his  report  contained  some  errors.  Our 
reason  for  directing  the  reader’s  attention,  thus  par- 
ticularly, to  the  correction  of  these  errors,  and  to 
the  disclaimer,  referred  to  in  the  note  of  Mr.  A.  is 
to  assign  them  as  our  reason  for  withholding  from 
publication  a letter  from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
addressed  to  us  from  Wheeling,  where  our  report  of 
Mr,  A.’s  remarks  first  met  his  eye,  in  which  he  in- 
dignantly and  pointedly  repels,  both  for  himself  and 
his  colleague,  any  imputation  to  them  of  any  bar- 
gain or  understanding  whatever  with  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  sub- 
ject in  question.  Presuming  that  Mr.  Adams’  ex- 
planation sufficiently  releases  him  from  the  inten- 
tion of  any  such  imputation,  we  have  taken  upon 
ourselves  to  withhold  Mr.  J.’s  letter  from  the  press; 
hut  deem  it  proper,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  pub- 
lic should  be  apprized  of  the  fact  of  his  having 
transmitted  such  a letter  to  us  for  publication. 

War  on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri.  From 
the  Missouri  Republican  of  the  1st  inst.  We  learn 
by  a gentleman  direct  from  the  upper  Missouri 
countries,  some  further  particulars  in  relation  to  the 
apprehended  difficulties  with  the  Osage  Indians  on 
our  border.  These  Indians  are  settled  on  a tract  of 
land  which  adjoins  our  western  state  line,  and  late- 
ly have  moved  down  upon  the  line.  They  are  re- 
presented to  be  in  a very  destitute  and  starving 
condition,  and  on  several  occasions,  have  killed  the 
cows  and  hogs  of  the  settlers  to  assuage  their  hun- 
ger. It  is  alleged,  that  they  have  crossed  the  line. 
From  these  allegations,  orders  have  been  issued  to 
drive  them  from  the  state  line,  and  our  informant 
says,  that  on  Wednesday  last,  the  troops  under  the 
; command  of  major  general  Lucas  and  brig,  general 
Almond,  from  Jackson  and  Saline  counties,  were  to 
■ set  out  for  the  section  where  the  Indians  are  en- 
camped. It  was  the  purpose  of  general  Lucas  to 
induce  the  Indians  to  remove  peaceably  if  lie  could, 
but  forcibly  if  necessary. 

The  same  paper  says — It  was  reported  yesterday, 
but  no  positive  authority  given,  that  the  messenger 
despatched  to  inform  the  Delaware  and  Shawnee 
Indians  of  the  secretary’s  mistake  had  overtaken 
them  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  they  were  all  com- 
ing back  much  enraged  at  the  treatment  they  have 
received. 


! Exportation  of  grain  from  Turkey.  The 
following  translation  of  a public  notice  given  in  the 
S Turkish  Gazette,  permitting  the  exportation  of 
gram  from  the  empire  of  Turkev,  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  of  slate  by  the  charge 
■ d’affairs  of  the  United  States  at  Constantinople  un- 
der date  of  the  1st  of  August.  r Globe 
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It  being  evident  that  at  all  times  agriculture  has 
furnished  mankind  with  the  first  necessaries  of  life, 
and  that  it  has  been  the  basis  of  prosperity  and 
source  of  (he  well-being  of  the  people  of  all  coun- 
tries, it  can  not  be  doubted  that  those  who  devote 
themselves  to  it  will  not  only  acquire  a competen- 
cy, but  many  even  become  rich. 

The  people  of  the  Ottoman  empire  are  known  as 
neglectful  of  this  profession,  and,  among  the  causes 
of  this  negligence,  it  has  been  perceived  that  the 
principal  one  is  the  prohibition  to  export  abroad 
the  surplus  remaining  after  the  quantity  of  grain 
required  for  the  capital  has  been  collected. 

The  benevolent  views  of  his  highness  have  al- 
ways originated  in  a regard  for  the  prosperity  of 
his  empire,  and  the  extension  of  the  commerce  of 
his  people.  His  highness  has,  therefore,  decreed 
by  a khatti  sherif,  that,  in  future,  after  the  afore- 
mentioned requisitions  for  the  capital  and  army, 
( wh  ich  will  be  made  at  moderate  prices),  cultiva- 
tors may,  without  obstruction  from  any  one,  dis- 
pose of  the  surplus  to  whom  and  at  whatever  price 
they  may. 

This  act  of  imperial  concession  has  been  made 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  highness’  empire 
by  an  imperial  firman. 

New  York  election.  The  election  for  mem- 
bers of  assembly  and  county  officers  took  place  on 
Monday  last  and  terminated  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing. From  the  following  returns,  received  by  the 
express  mail  of  last  evening,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whigs  have  carried  their  entire  ticket  in  the  city 
and  in  several  counties  which  were  last  year 
against  them.  The  returns  must,  however,  be  re- 
ceived with  a proper  allowance,  for  amidst  the  con- 
fusion which  necessarily  prevails  at  the  close  of  an 
election,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  state  them  with 
accuracy. 

From  a slip  of  the  Star,  Thursday,  1 o’clock,  P.  M. 

it  is  already  known  that  the  whigs  have  carried 
their  whole  ticket — the  rejoicings  throughout  the 
city  last  night,  and  the  smiling  happy  countenaces 
and  congratulations  which  greet  us  on  all  sides,  have 
spread  the  news  far  and  wide.  The  many  split 
tickets  on  assembly  and  county  officers  will  prevent 
the  exact  majority  from  being  known  for  a day  or 
two,  but  on  the  senatorial  ticket  the  whig  majority 
will  exceed  2,500 — it  may  reach  3,000.  But  this 
is  not  all:  Kings  and  Queens  county  have  returned 
whig  members,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  our  news  be- 
low from  the  river  counties  that  Orange,  Duchess, 
Columbia,  Albany,  Rensellaer  and  Oneida  have  re- 
turned whig  members,  and  in  all  probability  the 
whigs  have  carried  the  whole  state!!! 

Number  of  votes , Whig  maj , Van  Buren  maj. 


1st  ward 

1,734 

906 

2d  “ 

1,325 

653 

3d  “ 

1,879 

793 

4th  “ 

1,961 

221 

5th  “ 

2,353 

419 

6th  “ 

1,682 

171 

7th  “ 

3,u84 

305 

8th  “ 

3,521 

270 

9th  “ 

2,986 

157 

10th  “ 

2,689 

219 

11th  “ 

2,000 

605 

12th  “ 

810 

223 

13th  “ 

2,097 

49 

14th  “ 

2,078 

50 

15th  “ 

1,843 

914 

16th  “ 

1,333 

36 

17th  “ 

930 

9 

36,465 

Whig  majorities  4,481  1,568 

Van  Buren  majorities  1,568 

Whig  majority  2*|l3 

Kings  county,  now  whig 'by  a majority  estimat- 
ed at  200,  last  year  elected  Van  Buren  delegates  by 
a majority  of  400  votes — Queens,  which  last  year 
elected  the  administration  ticket  by  a majority  of 
236  votes,  has  elected  the  \yhig  ticket  by  a majority 
estimated  at  250  votes. 


It  is  lurtber  said,  that  the  news  last  received  in 
New  York  portended  the  partial,  if  not  total  suc- 
cess of  the  whigs  in  Ulster,  Schenectady,  Westches- 


ter, Green,  Saratoga  and  Rensellaer.  In  our  next 
we  will  be  enabled  to  give  particulars. 

The  majority  for  Mr.  Verplanck,  the  whig  candi- 
date for  senator  in  the  city  of  New  York,  over  Mr. 
Feiris,  Van  Buren,  is  said  to  be  2,610. 

P.  S.  A letter  received  in  this  city  from  New 
York  by  the  express  mail,  states  that  the  whig  ma- 
jority in  Albany  county  is  upwards  of  1,000;  in  Ren- 
sellaer 700;  in  Orange  328;  in  Duchess  1,500,  [in 
this  county  the  Van  Buren  ticket  received  a majori- 
ty of  1,600  at  the  last  election,]  in  Washington 
2,500;  in  Schenectady  300;  making  a whig  majority 
of  5,328  in  the  above  counties. 


A special  election  took  place  in  Frederick 
count}',  Va.,  on  Monday  last,  for  a delegate  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
E.  W.  Robinson,  esq.  (appointed  postmaster.) 
The  following  is  the  result  so  far  as  received: 


Precincts.  Sherrard.  Clark. 

Winchester,  306  66 

Pughtown,  68  63 

Newtown,  past  2.  3 majoriry. 

Middletown,  ^ past  2,  7 

Russell’s  (no  returns),  — - 

284  129 


From  Africa.  Capt.  Dailey,  of  the  Sarah  Eli- 
zabeth, arrived  at  New  York  on  Tuesday,  and  states 
that  a new  governor  had  arrived  at  Loando  from 
Portugal,  with  strict  orders  to  put  an  end  to  the 
slave  trade  in  the  Portuguese  possessions  in  Africa. 


Items  about  the  banks,  currency,  &c. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  of  Wednesday. 

Specie , American  gold,  6a6f-  premium;  half 
dollars,  6a6j-  do.  quarter  do.  5a6;  Mexican  dollars 
7a7j;  five  franc  pieces  $la — ; sovereigns,  $5, 15a 
5,17"^;  patriot  doubloons  $16,37al6,60  premium. 

Treasury  notes.  2a2jr  premium.  Sales  this  morn- 
ing of  $1,000  at  2,  and  $500  at  If  premium. 

Treasury  drafts.  It  a If.  premium. 

Exchange.  The  business  for  the  packets  of  to- 
day was  but  moderate.  The  demand  was  trifling, 
and  but  little  offered.  Sales  of  bills  on  England 
were  made  principally  at  15  J per  cent.;  France  f4,95; 
Holland  4s;  Hamburg  37|  and  Bremen  832a842  cts. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  Nov.  8. 

483  shares  United  Stales  bank  119^all9f 
Sales  at  the  Philadelphia  Slock  Exchange,  Nov.  8. 

58  shares  United  States  bank  121 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  states  that  the  pro- 
position to  hold  a convention  of  banks  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conferring  on  the  time  when  specie  pay- 
ments may  be  resumed  with  safety,  has  been  cor- 
dially acceded  to  by  the  associated  banks  of  that 
city,  and  they  will  take  measures  to  be  represented 
in  the  convention. 

Girard  bank  of  Philadelphia.  A general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  this  institution  was  held  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  7th  inst.  at  which  the  president 
submitted  a general  and  condensed  statement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  which  was  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
minutes. 

On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas  it  appears,  upon  examination  of  the 
statement  of  its  affairs,  that  the  Girard  bank  has  re- 
duced the  amount  of  its  loans  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  very  considerably,  and  refund- 
ed to  the  United  States  upwards  of  a million  and 
a half  of  dollars,  leaving  but  about  twelve  thousand 
dollars  at  this  time  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  bank  is  in  a strong^ 
and  comfortable  position — And  w'hereas  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  this  institution  has 
been  placed,  (especially  with  reference  to  its  agen- 
cv  for  the  government  of  the  United  States,)  have 
given  rise  to  many  unfounded,  or  grossly  exagge- 
rated, rumors  respecting  its  condition  and  supposed 
losses,  it  seems  but  just  that  the  stockholders  on 
the  first  fitting  occasion,  should  renew  the  expres- 
sion of  their  confidence  in  the  management  of  its 
affairs  bv  those  gentlemen  to  whom  they  have  been 
confided — therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks 
of  the  stockholders,  of  the  Girard  bank  are  hereby 
tendered,  as  they  are  justly  due  to  the  president,  di- 
rectors and  cashier  thereof,  lor  the  firmness,  skill 
and  fidelity  with  which  (under  the  difficulties  ol 
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the  trying  crisis  our  institutions  have  passed 
through ) they  have  conducted  its  varied  and  im- 
portant concerns. 

Small  change.  We  learn,  with  pleasure,  that 
the  banks  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  are  pay- 
ing out  small  change  in  specie  for  all  fractional 
parts  of  checks  below  twenty-five  cents— and  are 
happy  to  say  that  several  of  our  banks  have  deter- 
mined to  do  the  same.  We  are  also  glad  to  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  not  only  the  city  banks,  but 
all  the  country  institutions  in  the  state,  will,  in  a 
very  few  days,  adopt  this  course.  Its  effect  will 
be  to  exclude  from  circulation,  the  miserable  shin 
plasters  of  the  denomination  of  124  and  61  cents — 
the  use  of  which  is  a source  of  endless  vexation  to 
all  retailers.  It  is  apparent,  that  all  our  banks  are 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  hour  when  a prudent  re- 
gard for  the  interests  of  the  public  will  enable  them 
to  resume  specie  payments.  When  this  period  may 
arrive  depends  upon  many  circumstances — but  we 
sincerely  hope  that  some  measure  may  be  speedily 
fallen  upon  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  paper  of  a 
less  denomination  than  one  dollar. 

[Baltimore  American. 

The  Girard  bank,  when  the  suspension  took 
place,  owed  the  government,  upwards  of  a million 
and  a half  of  dollars.  They  have  paid  off  all  now 
but  about  twelve  thousand  dollars,  which  can  be 
had  whenever  desired. 

The  following  dividends  were  declared  on  the 
7th  inst.  by  the  Philadelphia  institutions. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  banks  four  per  cent. 

Girard  bank,  three  per  cent. 

Western  bank,  three  per  cent. 

Kensington  bank  three  per  cent. 

Commercial  bank,  four  and  a half  per  cent. 

Southward  bank,  four  per  cent. 

Mechanics  bank,  six  per  cent. 

Manufacturers’  fk.  Mechanics’  bank,  3 per  cent. 

The  negro  vote — Bucks  county  memorial. 
The  following  is  the  memorial  of  a number  of 
the  people  of  Bucks  County.  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
legislature,  in  reference  to  the  recent  election  in 
that  county. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Bucks,  respectfully  represent — 

That  at  the  late  general  election  held  for  repre- 
sentatives to  the  general  assemblv,  in  the  said 
county,  Aaron  Ivins,  received,  as  will  appear  by 
the  return,  3,292  votes,  and  Solomon  Fries  received 
3,263  votes,  leaving  a majority  of  29  votes  for  the 
said  Ivins. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent,  that  of  the 
said  votes  given  for  representatives,  votes  were 
given  by  Negroes,  anil  your  memorialists  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  negru  vote  so  given, 
were  given  of  Aaron  Ivins,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
said  Aaron  Ivins,  not  having  received  a majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  white  freemen  of  the  common- 
wealth, has  not  been  duly  elected,  and  that  Solo- 
mon Fries,  having  received  a majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  white  freemen  of  the  county,  is  duly 
elected. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent,  that  be- 
sides the  votes  of  the  negroes  aforesaid,  they 
have  good  reason  to  believe  a number  of  other 
illegal  votes  were  given  lor  the  said  Aaron  Ivins. 

They  therefore,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  pray  that 
the  said  Aaron  Ivins  may  be  declared  not  entitled 
to  his  seat  as  a representative  of  the  county  of 
Bucks  in  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  that  Soloman  Fries  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

Coal  trade.  We  learn  from  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser  that  anthracite  coal  has  begun  to  find  its 
way  to  market  in  considerable  quantity  through 
the  channel  of  the  Morris  canal.  The  editor  says: 

The  Morris  canal  is  bringing  down  great  quanti- 
ties of  coal.  During  the  last  week  alone  120  boats, 
belonging  to  the  Little  Schuylkill  and  Susquehan- 
nah  rail  road  company,  were  cleared  from  Easton, 
at  the  head  of  the  canal,  with  2,722  tons.  There 
are  huge  black  mountains  of  the  article  now  piled 
up  on  the  wharves  of  the  company  in  this  city,  rea- 
dy for  market.  One  of  the  agents  estimated  the 
quantity  at  40,000  tons.  The  company  have  alrea- 
dy brought  down,  since  the  season  opened,  upwards 
of  70,000  tons;  this  quantity  will  probably  be  in- 
creased to  upwards  of  120,000  before  the  season 
closes. 

In  addition  to  this  important  source  of  supply,  the 
Schuylkill  coal  trade  has  supplied  the  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  markets,  this  season,  thus  far,  with 
448,847  tons.  The  whole  quantity  of  Lehigh  des- 
patched from  Mauch  Chunch  up  to  the  last  week  in 
October,  was  202.629  tons — making  an  aggregate 


of  6.51,477  tons.  This  amount  will  be  considerably 
swelled  before  winter  sets  in. 

The  Morris  canal  was  not  in  order  in  due  time 
this  year.  Next  season  its  business  will  be  greatly 
increased  under  the  intelligent  and  systematic  ar- 
rangements of  its  present  managers. 

Trade  of  the  canals.  From  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus. The  quantity"  of  wheat  and  flour  which  ar- 
rived at  Albany  and  Troy,  from  the  22d  to  the  31st 
of  October,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Bush,  wheat.  Bbls.  flour. 


At  Albany,  5,850  55,327 

“ Troy,  16,900  12,139 


Total,  12,759  67,466 

For  same  period  in ’36,  50,658  46,425 


Decrease,  27,908  Incr.  21,041 

If  the  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  wheat  be  es- 
timated at  5 bushels  for  a barrel  of  flour,  and  this 
quantity"  be  deducted  from  21,041  barrels,  it  shows 
a net  increase  equal  to  15,460  barrels  of  flour,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  number  of  days  in 
1836. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  quantity  of 
wheat  and  flour  which  came  to  tide  water,  on  the 
Erie  canal,  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  in  the  years  1836  and  1837,  viz. 

Bush,  wheat.  Bbls,  flour. 
1836,  Sept,  and  Oct.  250,970  266,493 

1S37,  “ “ 197,219  339,193 


Decrease,  53,751  Incr.  72,700 

Estimating  the  w'heat  at  5 bushels  for  a barrel  of 
flour,  and  it  gives  the  following  results,  viz: 

1836,  Sept,  and  Oct.  316,687  barrels. 

1837,  “ “ 378,636 

Showing  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  flour 
coming  to  tide  water  in  September  and  October, 
1837,  over  the  same  months  in  1836,  of  61,949 
barrels. 

The  quantity  of  flour  brought  to  the  Hudson  on 
the  Erie  canal,  for  the  months  of  September  and  Oc- 
tober, at  $8  50  per  barrel,  will  produce  $3,218,406. 

A statement  of  the  lockages  for  the  month  of  Oct. 
in  the  years  1S36  and  1837,  at  lock  No.  26,  on  the 
Erie  canal,  has  been  furnished  by  Solomon  Brown, 
esq.,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 


1836. 

1837. 

Boats, 

3,429 

3,624 

Cribs, 

158 

108 

Total, 

3,587 

3,732 

Increase  ofboats  for  the  month, 

195 

Deduct  for  decrease  of  cribs, 

50 

Leaves  the  net  increase  of  lockages, 

145 

Arkansas.  The  little  Rock  (whig)  Times, 
yields  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Yell  to  congress  as 
certain.  His  majority  will  be  about  500.  At  the 
last  November  election  the  V.  B.  majority  w:as 
1,162:  ten  counties  being  excluded  on  account  of 
informality. 

Volunteers  for  Florida.  The  Philadelphia 
Gazette  states  that  upwards  of  500  persons  have 
volunteered  in  that  city,  to  join  the  service  of  the 
government  in  its  efforts  to  subdue  the  Seminoles. 
One  company,  consisting  exclusively  of  Germans, 
and  intended  as  a troop  of  horse,  paraded  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  majority  were  young  men,  and  most 
ol  them  appeared  hardy,  strong,  and  well  calculated 
for  the  service. 

A company  is  organizing  in  Baltimore  for  the 
same  purpose. 

The  Susquehannak.  The  following  paragraph 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  explains  the  rumor 
of  the  capture  of  this  vessel  by  pirates. 

The  owner  of  the  ship  Britannia,  of  this  port  has 
received  a letter  from  captain  Clark,  her  comman- 
der, who  states  that  on  his  voyage  from  Liverpool 
for  Savannah,  he  was  becalmed  three  days  off  the 
capes  of  Delaware;  that  being  in  want  of  oil,  can- 
dles, &c.  he  spoke  a schooner  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a supply  ol  them,  and  did  obtain  a supply 
on  Saturday,  the  2 1st  ultimo.  Now'  the  Britannia 
has  a bright  waist,  is  an  old  New  York  packet,  and 
very  much  resembles  the  Susquehannah  in  appear- 
ance. Can  there  be  a doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
Britannia  and  the  schooner  which  supplied  her, 
were  the  vessels  seen  by  the  pilots. 

Statue  of  Washington — liberal  gift. — 
On  the  26th  inst.  an  elegant  statue  of  Washington, 
presented  bv  John  Hagan,  esq.  of  New  Orleans,  to 
the  Exchange  and  banking  company  of  that  city, 
was  elevated  to  its  lofty  seat  at  the  back  of  the 
portico  of  the  Exchange  hotel,  by  Mr.  Gallier,  the 


architect  of  the  building,  in  a safe  and  most  expedi- 
tious manner. 

The  True  American  states  that  this  statue  of  the 
“Father  of  his  country,”  is  the  work  of  Carlo  Richi, 
of  Carrara,  of  the  marble  of  which  place  it  is  made. 

It  represents  him  seated  in  Roman  armour  and  the 
toga,  supporting  in  his  left  hand  an  entablature,  on 
which  is  proposed  to  be  inscribed  Ins  farewell  address, 
whilst  his  right  hand  is  raised  in  graceful  gesticu- 
lation; his  sword  lies  at  his  feet.  On  either  side  of 
the  pedestal  are  wreathes  of  oak  and  laurel,  and  in 
the  front,  the  arms  of  Louisiana.  The  likeness 
is  said  to  be  admirable.  This  gift  of  Mr.  Hagan 
cost  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

Cherokee  lands.  A bill  has  passed  the  senate 
of  Tennessee,  by  a vote  of  20  to  2,  providing  for  the 
disposition  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  that  state, 
acquired  from  the  Cherokee  Indians  by  the  late 
treaty  between  the  general  government  and  that 
tribe.  These  lands  lie  in  the  counties  of  Hamil- 
ton, Bradley,  Meigs  and  Marion,  and,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  are  to  be  disposed  of  by 
entry;  the  entry-taker’s  office  to  be  kept  at  Cleave- 
land,  in  the  county  of  Bradley.  The  office  is  to  be 
opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1838, 
and  for  t!>.e  first  four  months  the  land  is  to  be  enter- 
ed at  $10  per  acre;atid  duringthe  first  three  months 
of  this  period,  the  actual  settler  (at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act,)  has  a preference  of  entry. 
Every  two  months  afterwards  a reduction  takes 
place  in  the  price,  and  for  the  first  month  after  the 
reduction,  the  settler  has  the  same  preference.  The 
graduation  established  by  the  bill  is  as  follows:  the 
first  four  months  $10  per  acre:  next  two  months 
$5;  next  two  months  $1,  next  two  months  50  cents; 
next  two  months  25  cents;  next  two  months  12J 
cents;  last  two  months  1 cent.  [Balt.  Amer. 

More  Indians  coming.  We  see,  by  the  St. 
Louis  Bulletin  of  the  30th  ult.  that  new  deputations 
of  Indians  are  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  the  gene- 
ral government.  That  paper  says: 

Thirty-five  Indian  chiefs,  under  the  direction  of 
major  John  Dougherty,  arrived  in  this  city  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  continued  their  journey  to 
Washington  city  on  last  evening. 

The  party  consists  of  deputations  from  the  Paw- 
nee Piets,  Pawnee  Loups,  and  Pawnee  Republi- 
cans of  the  Pawnee  nation,  the  Omahas,  Ottoes, 
and  Missouris.  We  have  seldom  seen  a finer  look- 
ing set  of  men,  with  intelligent  countenances,  and 
fine  athletic  forms.  Dressed  in  the  native  wild 
costumes  of  their  different  tribes,  they  (during  their 
peregrinations  through  the  city,  no  doubt  wondering, 
though  Indians  generally  hold  it  effeminate  to  ex- 
press surprise,)  presented  quite  a picturesque  ap- 
pearance. 

We  learn  from  major  Dougherty  that  the  object 
of  takingthese  Indians  to  Washington  city,  is  to  af- 
ford them  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  strength, 
powei,  and  population  of  the  United  States,  and 
give  their  great  father,  the  president,  an  opportu- 
nity to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  necessity  of  I 
their  enforcing,  if  possible,  a strict  neutrality  among 
the  various  tribes,  and  peace  with  all  nations. 

The  above  tribes  reached  Cincinnati  on  Tuesday  l 
last,  and  will  probably  be  in  Washington  to-morrow  ! 
or  next  day. 

King  Philip’s  war.  A writer  in  the  Old  Col-  |j 
ony  (Plymouth  Memorial,)  gives  some  interesting  |i 
anecdotes  relating  to  “King  Philip’s  war.”  The 
people  of  Svvansey,  in  June,  1675,  were  in  a con- 
dition that  excited  great  alarm. — They  sent  to  Ply-  •’ 
mouth  and  Boston  for  troops  to  protect  them  against  !i 
the  impending  assaults  ot  the  hostile  Indians.  It  ! 
is  ordered  that  drums  should  be  beat  up  lor  volun- 
teers, and,  in  three  hours,  captain  Mosely  made 
his  appearance  with  a company  of  11()  volunteers,  i 
ready  for  the  service.  Mosely  was  a valliant  and  : 
excellent  soldier;— had  been  an  old  privateersman 
at  Jamaica,  and  possessed  a dauntless  spirit.  In 
the  month  of  August,  captain  Mosely,  with  sixty 
men,  met  with  a company  of  about  300  Indians,  on  ! 
a plain  where  there  were  few"  trees — and  both  sides 
made  preparations  for  battle.  All  being  ready, 
Mosely  plucked  off  his  periwig,  so  that  it  should  j 
not  hinder  him  in  fighting.  Seeing  this,  the  In- 
dians fled,  howling  and  yelling,  declaring  that  they 
would  not  fight  with  the  Englishman  who  had  twm 
heads  apiece; — and  it  yon  cut  off  one  of  them,  he 
had  a better  one  to  put  on  in  its  place. 

Indian  cruelties.  Ross  Cox,  in  his  adven- 
tures on  the  Columbia  river,  gives  the  following 
description  of  the  tortures  inflicted  on  one  of  the 
Blackfeet  tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  Flatheads,  by 
whom  he  was  made  a prisoner: 

“Having  been  informed  that  they  were  about  put- 
ting one  of  their  prisoners  to  death.  I went  to  their 
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camp  to  witness  the  spectacle.  The  man  was  tied 
to  a tree,  alter  which  they  heated  an  old  barrel  of 
a gun  until  it  became  red  hot,  with  which  they 
burned  him  on  the  legs,  thighs,  neck,  cheeks,  and 
belly.  They  then  commenced  cutting  the  flesh 
from  about  the  nails,  which  they  pulled  out,  and 
next  separated  the  lingers  from  the  hand  joint  by 
joint.  During  the  performance  of  these  cruelties 
the  wretched  captive  never  winced,  and  instead  of 
suing  for  mercy,  he  added  fresh  stimulants  to  their 
barbarousingenuity  by  the  most  irritating  reproach- 
es, part  of  which  our  interpreter  translated  as  fol- 
lows: “My  heart  is  strong.  You  do  not  hurt  me. 
You  can’t  hurt  me.  You  are  fools.  You  do  not 
know  how  to  toiture.  Try  it  again.  1 don’t  feel 
any  pain  yet.  We  torture  your  relations  a great 
deal  better,  because  we  make  them  cry  out  aloud, 
like  little  children.  You  are  not  brave:  you  have 
small  hearts,  and  you  are  always  afraid  to  fight.” — 
Then  addressing  one  in  particular,  he  said,  “It  was 
by  my  arrow  you  lost  your  eye;”  upon  which  the 
Flathead  darted  at  him,  and  with  a knife  in  a mo- 
ment scooped  out  one  of  his  eyes;  at  the  same  time 
cutting  the  bridge  of  his  nose  nearly  in  two.  This 
did  not  stop  him:  with  the  remaining  eye  he  look- 
ed sternly  at  another,  and  said,  “I  killed  your  bro- 
ther, and  scalped  your  old  fool  of  a father.” 

The  warrior  to  whom  this  was  addressed,  instant- 
ly sprang  at  him,  and  separated  the  scalp  from  his 
head.  He  was  then  about  plunging  a knife  in  his 
heart,  until  he  was  told  by  the  chief  to  desist.  The 
raw  skull,  bloody  scocket,  and  mutilated  nose,  now 
presented  a horrific  appearance,  but  by  no  means 
changed  his  tone  of  defiance.  “It  was  I,”  said  he 
to  the  chief,  “that  made  your  wife  a prisoner  last 
fall; — we  put  out  her  eyes; — we  tore  out  her  tongue; 
— vve  treated  her  like  a dog.  Forty  of  our  young 

warriors” The  chieftain  became  incensed  the 

moment  his  wife’s  name  was  mentioned;  he  seized 
his  gun,  and,  before  the  last  sentence  was  ended,  a 
ball  from  it  passed  through  the  brave  fellow’s  heart, 
and  terminated  his  frightful  sufferings.  Shocking, 
however,  as  this  dreadful  exhibition  was,  it  was  far 
exceeded  by  the  atrocious  cruelties  practiced  on  the 
female  prisoners;  in  which  I am  sorry  to  say,  the 
Flat-head  women  assisted  with  more  savage  fury 
than  the  men.  I only  witnessed  part  of  what  one 
wretched  young  women  suffered,  a detail  of  which 
would  be  too  revolting  for  publicity.  We  remon- 
strated against  the  exercise  of  such  horrible  cruel- 
ties. Thay  replied  by  saying  the  Blackfeet  treated 
their  relations  in  the  same  manner;  that  it  was  the 
course  adopted  by  all  red  warriors;  and  that  they 
could  not  think  ofgiving  up  the  gratification  of  their 
revenge  to  the  foolish  and  womanish  feelings  of 
white  men.” 

Interesting  relic.  As  the  evidences  of  our 
revolutionary  contest,  both  in  the  persons  and  ma- 
terials, instrumental  in  crowning  it  with  success, 
are  fast  diappearing  from  our  view,  it  was  with 
pleasure,  moderated  however,  by  reference  to  the 
amor  patri/B  of  seventy-six,  in  contrast  with  the 
wordy,  wrangling  and  insincere  politics  of  the  day, 
that  we  were  witnesses  of  the  disinterment  of  an 
ancient  breastwork  at  the  east  end  of  Sullivan’s  Is- 
land, discovered  by  Mr.  Truesdale  while  digging 
for  a foundation  on  which  to  build  a house.  The  re- 
moval of  the  sand  and  rubbish  disclosed  the  remains 
of  a bulwark  of  semicircular  shape,  with  trans- 
verse logs  much  decayed.  Mr.  Truesdale  has  col- 
lected as  many  as  fifty  thousand  excellent  bricks, 
used  in  the  erecting  of  the  breastwork.  The  site  is 
supposed  to  have  been  thatoccupied  by  col.  Thomp- 
son with  300  rifleman  of  his  regiment;  colonel 
Clark  with  200  regulars  of  the  North  Carolina  line; 
colonel  Horry  with  200  South  Carolina  militia, 
with  an  eighteen  pounder  and  a field  piece,  sta- 
tioned to  oppose  the  passage  of  general  Clinton 
from  Long  Island,  separated  from  Sullivan’s  by  a 
narrow  creek.  The  British  general  declined  coss- 
ing,  and  the  attempt  to  afford  aid  to  sir  Peter  Par- 
ker, whose  fleet  was  engaged  with  the  fort,  was  thus 
frustrated.  [ Charleston  (S.  C .)  Mercuiy. 

Most  distressing  calamity — 300  Indians 
drowned!  A slip  from  the  office  of  the  New  Or- 
leans True  American,  dated  Nov.  3,  contain:  the 
following  most  distressing  intelligence.  Wlat  a 
fate  is  that  of  the  poor  Indians — on  all  sides  they 
are  met  with  battle,  murder  and  sudden  death, 
and  reaping  the  blessings  which  civilizalioi,  has 
brought  to  them!  If  retributive  justice  is  meted 
out  to  nations  as  to  individuals,  what  a fearful  :eck- 
oning  is  in  reserve  for  this  nation. 

The  drowned  Indians.  Accident  after  accident 
seems  to  occur  in  every  spot  around  us,  as  if  to 
continue  the  chain  of  misfortunes  which  hasbeen 
running  through  all  our  affairs  during  the  passing 
year.  Link  upon  link  is  so  constantly  adding  to  its 
length,  that  the  presses  of  the  country  ought  to 


have  a heading  line  of  “awful  calamities”  stereo- 
typed for  daily  use.  The  steamer  Warren  brought 
news  yesterday  morning  of  the  loss  of  the  steam- 
boat Monmouth,  and  the  death  of  at  least  one-half  of 
her  infamously  crowded  passengers.  This  fatal,  and 
most  appalling  accident  arose  from  a collision  be- 
tween these  two  boats:  but  from  the  best  intelli- 
gence we  can  procure,  the  blame  rests  upon  the 
Monmouth.  But  setting  aside  the  discussion  as  to 
which  was  right,  or  which  was  wrong,  the  fearful 
responsibility  for  this  vast  sacrifice  of  human  life, 
rests  on  the  contractors  lor  emigrating  the  Creek 
Indians.  The  avaricious  disposition  to  increase  the 
profits  on  the  speculation,  first  induced  the  charter- 
ing of  rotten,  old  and  unseaworthy  boats  because 
they  were  of  a class  to  be  procured  cheaply;  and 
then  to  make  those  increased  profits  still  larger,  the 
Indians  were  packed  upon  these  crazy  vessels  in 
such  crowds,  that  not  the  slightest  regard  seems  to 
have  been  paid  to  their  safety,  comfort,  or  even  de- 
cency. The  crammed  condition  of  the  decks  and 
cabins,  was  offensive  to  every  sense  and  feeling, 
and  kept  the  poor  creatures  in  a state  unfit  for  hu- 
man beings. 

Six  hundred  were  jammed  into  this  boat,  the 
Monmouth,  and  three  hundred  of  them  have  perish- 
ed. Why  is  such  a thing  as  this  permitted?  Can 
awners  and  officers  of  boats,  or  contractors  and 
igents  for  emigration  reconcile  to  their  consciences, 
such  a risk  to  human  life?  We  know  not  whether 
there  be  any  legal  ratio  placed  for  carrying  passen- 
geis  in  steam  boats,  but  this  preparation  is  at  least 
tieble  what  would  be  allowed  by  law  on  board  a 
ship,  though  there  is  not  an  engine  there  to  occu- 
py one  third  of  the  space.  The  only  reason  we  can 
assign  for  conduct  such  as  this,  is,  that  avarice  had 
si  blinded  all  parties  concerned,  that  mere  Indians 
vie  re  not  considered  passengers,  but  were  stowed 
away  as  cargo,  or  thought  of  only  as  ballast  for  the 
boat. 

Affairs  in  Canada.  From  the  Baltimore 
American.  The  political  affairs  of  the  Canadian 
Province  seem  to  be  rapidly  advancing  to  a crisis, 
which,  let  it  terminate  as  it  may,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
volve much  suffering  and  bloodshed.  The  party  in 
opposition  to  the  government  have  gone  on  from 
one  degree  of  excitement  to  another,  until  at  length 
the  minds  of  those  who  constitute  it  appear  to  be 
made  up  to  test  the  issue  at  once.  An  address  has 
been  published  under  the  sanction  of  an  associat 
ed  confederacy,  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to 
procure  “a  good,  cheap  and  responsible  system  of 
government  for  their  common  country.”  In  Mon- 
treal and  other  cities  large  assemblages  of  people, 
many  of  them  armed,  have  taken  place  in  the  dead 
of  night,  by  whom  the  quiet  of  the  inhabitants  has 
been  disturbed.  In  the  address  above  referred  to, 
the  American  Declaration  of  Independence  is  men- 
tioned in  terms  of  praise,  and  its  principles  are  held 
up  for  universal  adoption.  A parallel  is  instituted 
between  the  course  pursued  by  the  people  of  Ca- 
nada and  that  of  the  American  colonies,  showing 
the  exact  similarity  of  their  conditions.  So  seri- 
ous have  been  the  manifestations  of  disaffection  at 
Montreal,  that  the  house  of  a Mr.  McGinnis  in  the 
vicinity  had  been  pulled  down,  because  the  propri- 
etor would  not  resign  his  commission  as  a captain 
in  the  militia;  and  sir  John  Colborne  had  despatch- 
ed a letter  by  express  to  Toronto,  requiring  that 
every  soldier  at  that  garrison  should  be  sent  imme- 
diately to  Montreal.  The  Catholic  bishop  of  Mon- 
treal had  issued  a circular  addressed  “to  the  clergy 
and  the  faithful  of  the  diocese,”  earnestly  exhort- 
ing them  to  the  duties  of  obedience  and  submission 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  as  “enjoined  by  the 
Scriptures  and  by  every  consideration  of  humanity 
and  of  Christian  obligation,  and  enforced  by  the  ex- 
press language  of  the  supreme  pontiff,  the  acknowl- 
edged head  of  the  Catholic  church  throughout  the 
world. 

The  circular  was  appointed  to  be  read  from  all 
the  pulpits  on  Sunday,  the  29th  of  October  last. 
Nor  have  the  members  of  the  loyalist  party  been 
inactive.  A large  meeting  has  been  held  by  them 
at  Montreal,  at  which  the  hon.  Mr.  McGill  presid- 
ed. The  chairman  addressed  the  meeting  on  tak- 
ing his  seat,  and  in  speaking  of  the  origin  of  the 
movements  on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  gov- 
ernment, whom  he  designates  as  a “disorganizing 
and  revolutionary  faction,”  refers  it  to  “the  timid, 
ill  advised,  ill  judged  and  vacillating  policy  which 
has  for  some  years  characterised  the  colonial  de- 
partment.” He  said  that  “a  number  of  individuals 
from  disappointed  ambition  and  other  evil  motives 
— many  of  them  more  conspicuous  for  their  talents 
than,  judging  from  their  actions,  and  opinions,  the 
soundness  of  their  principles,  either  religious  or 
moral,”  were  “industriously  endeavoring  to  sap  the 
allegiance  and  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  their 
i honest  and  hitherto  peaceably  disposed  but  credu- 1 


lous  fellow  countrymen,  in  the  justice  and  benigni- 
ty of  the  Biitish  government.” 

After  the  address,  which  was  received  with  enthu- 
siasm, several  resolutions  were  moved  and  adopted 
setting  forth  the  right  of  protection  at  the  hands  of 
the  government  as  well  in  the  prevention  as  in  the 
suppression  and  punishment  of  disorder; — that  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown  had  been  deliberately  per- 
verted;— that  it  was  necessary  to  have  combined 
action  and  to  form  associations  in  the  several  wards 
of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  organization  and  gene- 
ral concert  in  case  of  emergency  or  necessity.  One 
of  the  resolutions  disclaims  all  belief  in  any  cause 
for  apprehension  of  a successful  rebellion,  but  says 
that  to  guard  against  the  operations  of  their  adver- 
saries it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  all  loyal  subjects 
throughout  the  province  to  organize  themselves  into 
associations  for  the  support  of  order,  protection  of 
life  and  property,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  con- 
nexion existing  between  the  province  and  the  British 
Empire.  Mr.  McGinn  presented  a resolution  ex- 
pressing the  abhorrence  of  the  Irish  population  of 
the  attempts  made  to  draw  them  over  to  the  revolu- 
tionary party,  and  their  readiness,  should  it  be  ne- 
cessary, to  repel  by  force  those  “whose  every  ac- 
tion bespeaks  them  the  enemies  alike  of  themselves 
and  of  their  countrymen  in  general.” 

8d“After  the  foregoing  article  was  written,  the 
following  paragraph  reached  us  by  yesterday’s 
mail,  from  the  New  York  Express.  The  crisis  ap- 
pears to  be  rapidly  approaching, 

We  learn  from  Burlington  (Vt.)  that  over  a hun- 
dred families  had  left  Montreal  for  the  United 
States,  many  of  whom  had  come  to  Burlington. 
The  removal  is  caused  by  the  serious  apprehensions 
of  disturbances  in  Canada. 

Louis  Philippe.  From  the  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette. We  are  enabled,  through  a friend’s  polite- 
ness, to  print  the  following  epistle  from  the  king  of 
the  French.  Much  conjectural  and  erroneous  in- 
formation has  been  circulating  in  this  country,  in- 
reference to  this  distinguished  monarch,  and  in  par- 
ticular as  regards  his  occupation  while  an  exile  in 
the  United  States  about  forty  years  since. 

The  ensuing  letter  W'ritten  by  himself  in  answer 
to  some  enquiries  on  this  head,  puts  the  question  at 
rest.  In  short,  if  he  ever  taught  school  in  Jersey 
or  elsewhere  when  among  us,  he  would  not  have 
omitted  the  fact  in  answer  to  a letter  written  ex- 
pressly with  the  view  of  obtaining  information. 

As  a writer,  Lous  Philippe,  though  a French- 
man, appears  suffic.ently  familiar  with  the  ideas  of 
the  English  language,  to  maintain  a correspondence 
in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  an  Anglo  American. 
His  language  is  full  and  perspicuous  throughout, 
and  directly  to  the  point.  He.  appears  to  be  no 
stranger  to  the  “religious  society  of  Friends,”  and 
in  his  observations  in  reference  to  this  subject,  has 
avoided  the  vulgar  and  offensive  term  by  which  it 
is  sometimes  designated. 

t Copy.) 

St.  Cloud,  26 1h  August,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  16th 
of  June  last,  and  I readily  comply  with  your  re- 
quest to  answer  in  my  own  hand  your  obliging  in- 
quiries. 

During  my  residence  in  the  United  States,  I ne- 
ver went  by  any  other  name,  than  my  own  name  of 
Orleans.  I have  known  Mr.  Peter  Guerrier  in 
Philadelphia,  and  later  in  the  Havana;  but  since 
that  time  in  1799,  I have  never  heard  of  him — and 
I am  totally  ignorant  of  what  may  have  been  his 
fate. 

I cannot  believe  that  he  ever  attempted  tn  pass 
himself  for  me;  but  of  this  I am  certain,  that  I ne- 
ver assumed  his  name,  nor  ever  attempted  to  pass 
myself  olf  for  him. 

I believe  I never  went  to  Haddonfield,  but  I am 
positive  that  I never  lodged  or  boarded  there  at 
your  father’s  house  or  any  other.  It  is  now  so  long, 
about  forty  years  since  I was  in  Philadelphia,  that 
my  recollections  are  become  confused;  but  I be- 
lieve I dined  there  once  in  company  with  a member 
of  the  society  of  Friends,  whose  name  was  Redman, 
at  the  house  of  another  member  of  the  same  society 
whose  name  was  I believe  John  Elliot  and  to  whom 
I had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Guerrier. 

I regret,  sir,  to  be  unable  to  give  you  more  com- 
plete information  in  answer  to  your  enquiries;  and 
I must  add,  that  I highly  value  the  favorable  opi- 
nion entertained  of  me  in  the  United  States,  and  I 
thank  you  for  having  expressed  it  in  a manner  so 
gratifying  to  my  feelings.  I remain,  dear  sir,  your 
sincere  friend. 

(Signed,)  Louis  Philippe. 

John  Evans  Redman,  esq.  Philadelphia .” 

The  original  of  the  above,  which  was  sent  to  us 
for  examination,  is  in  a fine,  flowing  hand,  re- 
I markably  free  in  its  compass,  and  plain  to  read. 
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The  signature  is  handsome  and  bold,  with  certain 
flourishes  at  the  close,  which  indicate  the  monarch 
and  the  Frenchman.  The  seal  is  surmounted  by 
the  crown,  with  the  initials  “L.  P.”  in  the  old  En- 
glish black  letter. 

Great  sale  of  tobacco.  Messrs.  Gerald  sold 
yesterday,  by  auction,  thirty  hogshead  of  Kentucky 
tobacco,  which  averaged  within  a fraction  of  ten 
cents  a pound.  This  is  a very  extraordinary  price, 
and  such  a one  as  has  not  been  obtained  for  a long 
series  of  years.  The  cause  is  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  the  article,  the  stocks  now,  of  all  sorts,  not  being 
over  five  hundred  hogsheads,  against  six  thousand 
last  year.  One  of  our  subscribers,  from  Virginia, 
told  us  the  other  day  that  a large  supply  had  accu- 
mulated at  Lynchburg,  where  it  was  detained  for 
want  of  water  in  the  river  to  boat  it  away.  The 
stocks  are  light  in  Europe  and  in  all  our  ports,  so 
that  prices,  in  all  probability,  will  rule  higher  for 
sometime  to  come.  [ N . Y.  Journal  of  Com. 

The  diamond.  At  a meeting  of  the  British  sci- 
entific association  at  Liverpool,  in  September  last, 
a paper  was  read  written  by  sir  David  Brewster,  on 
a new  structure  of  the  diamond.  It  stated  that  dia- 
mond lenses  had  been  used  in  single  microscopes  of 
high  power,  but  that  they  were  unfit  for  the  purpose, 
having  a double  refracting  power,  and  producing 
double  images,  that  the  surface  was  covered  with 
parallel  lines  or  veins,  some  of  which  refracted 
more  than  others.  It  was  a singular  fact  that  in  a 
body  of  such  solidity,  there  should  be  layers  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  hardness,  possessing  different  pow- 
ers of  refraction,  and  having  different  specific  gra- 
vities! The  diamond  was,  without  doubt,  a vegeta- 
ble substance;  and,  in  its  pristine  state,  must  have 
been  soft  like  amber  or  gum,  and  expanded  by  the 
gaseous  bodies  imprisoned  within  its  cavities. 

[ Baltimore  Gazette. 

Iron  from  anthracite.  We  are  prevented 
by  want  of  room  from  publishing  to  day,  several  ac- 
counts of  the  successful  use  of  anthracite  coal  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  from  the  ore.  The  results 
seem  to  promise  advantages  of  the  most  important 
character.  We  shall  give  the  article  referred  to, 
in  next  week’s  paper,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  a far  better  iron  is  made  vvith  anthracite  than 
with  bituminous  coal  or  coke.  That  it  is  made 
with  greater  expedition  and  with  a smaller  propor- 
tion of  fuel  to  the  ton.  The  principal  means  by 
which  the  difficulties  heretofore  experienced  in  the 
use  of  this  coal,  have  been  overcome,  are,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  hot  air  blast.  The  air  is  heated  to 
such  a temperature  as  to  melt  lead,  which  is  all 
that  is  necessary  to  produce  that  combustion  of  the 
coal  requisite  for  the  reduction  of  the  ore.  We 
will  add,  that  these  results  conform  to  the  opinions 
of  an  intelligent  iron  master  of  our  neighborhood, 
who  declared  to  us  years  ago,  that  the  only  thing 
necessary  to  success  in  making  iron  with  anthracite, 
was  to  heat  the  air  sufficiently  by  which  the  fire  is 
alimented.  We  need  not  di'ate  upon  the  immense 
advantage  to  our  state  from  this  discovery. 

[ Berks  and  SchuyUtill  Journal. 

Extensive  tour.  Mr.  Buckingham,  late  mem- 
ber of  the  British  parliament  for  Sheffield,  and 
whose  arrival  at  New  York  has  already  been  no- 
ticed, in  a farewell  letter  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  announces  his  intention  to  make  a voyage 
of  great  extent.  He  states  that  his  first  visit  will 
be  to  the  United  States  of  America.  After  visit- 
ing the  principal  cities  of  this  country,  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  proceed  to  the  British  possessions  in 
America,  including  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
and  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  then  to  pass  on 
to  the  West  India  Islands  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  question  of  uniting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,  being  one  of  great  interest  to  commerce 
and  civilization,  he  proposes  going  across  the  isth- 
mus of  Darien,  and  investigating  its  localities',  with 
the  view  to  the  formation  of  a competent  practical 
opinion  on  the  subject.  He  then  intends  proceed- 
ing by  way  of  Panama,  Acapulco,  or  Lima,  to 
China;  thence  to  Australia  and  Van  Dieman’s  Land, 
and,  after  visiting  the  principal  stations  in  the  east- 
ern Archipelago,  including  the  Moluccas,  Borneo, 
Sumatra,  and  Java,  to  proceed  onward  by  Malacca 
and  Singapore  to  India.  After  this  he  hopes  to 
return  again  to  Europe,  by  way  of  the  Red  sea,  the 
isthmus  of  Suez,  and  the  Mediterranean,  revisiting 
probably  Egypt,  Palestine,  Syria,  Asia  Minor, 
Constantinople,  and  the  Black’sea,  the  continent 
of  Greece,  and  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago;  and, 
after  traversing  Sicily,  Italy,  and  the  Adriatic,  re- 
turn home  by  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  France. 
His  object  is  to  diffuse  civilization,  ami  improve 
■every  country,  by  impressing  the  doctrines  of  tem- 
perance, education,  mercy,  and  peace.  He  propo- 


ses publishing  an  account  of  his  progress  three  or 
four  times  every  year,  as  occasion  may  require. 


REV.  J.  WOLFF,  THE  JEW  MISSIONARY. 

United  States  of  North  America.  } 

From  the  city  of  New  York,  1st  Nov.  1837.  ) 

To  the  editors  of  the  Morning  Post,  the  Morning  Her- 
ald, and  the  Times,  in  London : 

Gentlemen:  You  will  excuse  the  liberty  I have 
taken  by  addressing  to  you  these  lines  through  the 
New  York  Evening  Star,  which  liberty  of  address- 
ing you  thus  was  caused  by  a paragraph  in  one  of 
the  English  papers  stating  the  improbability  of  my 
being  now  in  America,  as  only  a few  months  ago  I 
have  been  in  Bombay.  I should  therefore  be  most 
obliged  to  you  if  you  were  to  publish  for  the  satis- 
faction of  my  friends  in  England,  that  arriving  in 
Abyssinia  in  July,  1806,  I found  the  missionary, 
Mr.  Gobart,  very  ill,  I therefore  undertook  to  go 
back  with  him  as  far  as  Ziddah;  arriving  at,  Ziddah 
in  October,  1836;  Mr.  Gobart  embarked  for  Swit- 
zerland, and  I set  out  for  Sanaa,  the  capital  of  Ye- 
men, as  I wished  to  see  the  Jews  there  previous  to 
my  return  to  Abyssinia.  1 safely  arrived  at  Sanaa, 
preached  to  the  Jews  and  Mahomedans,  but  was 
taken  ill  with  a fever  and  stript  on  my  return  to 
Mocha  of  all  my  money  and  clothes.  I howeveij 
persevered  in  my  undertaking  of  returning  to  Abys- 
sinia, but  arriving  again  at  Ziddah  in  March,  1837, 
the  fever  increased  in  such  a degree  that  1 gave  up 
the  intention  of  returning  to  Abyssinia,  and  went 
in  the  steamer  Hugh  Lindsay  to  Bombay,  and  toot 
with  me  two  Abyssinian  boys,  who  are  now  brought 
up  and  educated  in  tht  school  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Wil- 
son, at  Bombay.  I spent  several  days  in  the  house 
of  the  hon.  Mr.  Parish,  the  fever  forsook  me,  and  I 
preached  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  Scotch  church  at  Bombay,  but  the  phy- 
sicians advised  me  to  postpone  my  journey  to  Afri- 
ca as  I was  still  very  weak,  and  therefore  I sailed 
lor  St.  Helena,  where  the  governor,  major  general 
Middlemore,  invited  me  to  the  house,  and  ordered 
the  town  major  to  make  arragements  for  affording 
me  an  opportunity  of  delivering  a sermon.  I 
preached  at  St.  Helena,  and  without  having  time  to 
visit  Napoleon’s  tomb.  I sailed  for  America,  and 
arrived  at  New  York  on  the  22d  of  August,  1837, 
and  have  ever  since  received  the  greatest  attention 
from  the  American  people  of  all  classes  of  society, 
who  have  and  are  still  affording  me  opportunities 
to  preach  to  them  and  to  call  on  all:  “Fear  God  and 
give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is 
come,  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven,  earth, 
the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters!”  They  every 
where  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  preach  to  the 
people  not  only  the  gospel  but  also  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom.  I have  also  bpen  lately  ordained  by 
bishop  Doane,  and  preach  now  in  the  Episcopal 
churches;  every  one  here  is  very  kind  to  me,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  Mrs.  Troliope  and  Basil  Hall 
have  not  given  a correct  statement  of  the  Americans. 

Mrs.  Trollope  must  have  been  in  societies  like 
that  of  Mr.  Bennett,  who  is  a scurrilous  editor  of 
an  insignificant  penny  newspaper  called  the  Her- 
ald, published  at  New  York — he  is  a very  mean 
and  low  fellow,  without  influence,  and  publishes  all 
kinds  of  scandalous  stories;  lately  he  forged  an  ad- 
vertisement, announcing  that  I intended  to  cast  out 
a few  devils  in  Chatham  street  chapel,  at  half  past 
six  o’clock  in  the  evening.  He  sometimes  gets  a 
good  sound  flogging  from  those  people  whom  he  at- 
tacks, but  he  does  not  mind  it,  and  makes  money 
by  it,  for  as  soon  as  he  has  been  horsewhipped,  he 
goes  to  court  and  publishes  the  whole  of  the  horse- 
whipping he  got  in  detail,  by  which  he  makes  a 
great  deal  of  monev;  lately  he  attacked  the  butchers 
of  New  York,  anil  I should  not  wonder  at  all  if 
they  were  to  inflict  a castigation  upon  him.  He  is 
said  to  be  a man  of  some  talents,  which  he  applies 
to  bad  purposes;  now  Mrs.  Trollope  and  Basil  Hall 
must  have  had  to  do  in  America  merely  with  such 
kind  of  people  as  Mr.  Bennett,  for  I never  found 
one  of  their  statements  about  America  confirmed — 
on  the  contrary.  I find  t h at  the  Americans  are  as 
well  educated  as  the  English  people,  and  that  there 
is  a great  deal  of  cordiality  among  them — and  be- 
side this,  a great  liberality.  I am  preaching  in 
America  boldly  my  views  on  the  personal  reign  of 
Christ,  without  being  abused  for  it,  yea,  even  sup- 
ported: wherever  I come  I find  open  arms  to  re- 
ceive me,  and  I don’t  conceal  in  any  place  my  at- 
tachment to  church  in  connection  with  the  state,  and 
though  they  don’t  agree  with  me  in  this  respect, 
they  respect  iny  conviction — yea,  I preached  even 
on  the  signs  of  the  times  previous  to  the  second 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  The  Jews  are 
not  less  tolerant  in  America,  and  my  preaching 
was  attended  by  Jews  as  well  as  by  Christians,  and 
at  Philadelphia  I was  visited  by  several  ot  them. 
I preach  now  chiefly  in  the  Episcopal  churches, 
and  am  very  canonical  in  my  proceedings.  Bishop 


Doane  and  his  clergy  both  are  satisfied  with  my 
proceedings. 

I preach  most  frequently  three  times  a day,  and 
sometimes  in  steamboats.  In  one  thing  I don't- 
agree  with  the  Americans — this  is  they  so  much 
enjoy  the  comfort  of  steamboats  and  rail  roads  that 
some  of  them  are  liable  to  think  that  the  millenium 
had  already  begun,  just  as  doctor  Adam  Clarke  did; 
I on  the  contrary  believe  that  we  live  now  on  the' 
eve  of  a great  crisis,  and  that  it  shall  begin  to  burst 
forth  at  a moment  we  are  not  awaie  ot  it — at  a time 
when  we  shall  say  “peace  and  prosperity,  there 
shall  be  sudden  destruction.”  There  are,  however, 
several  who  agree  with  me.  Yours,  truly, 

JOSEPH  WOLFF,  missionary . 


THE  WANDERING  PIPER, 

Who  has  been  piping  for  three  years  past  in  the 
United  States,  has  returned  home  and  issued  the 
following  address  to  the  British  public: 

“The  unprecedented  civility  which  I have  met 
with  from  all  grades  ol  society  in  Great  Britian  and 
Ireland,  during  my  rambles  as  ‘The  Wandering  Pi- 
per,’ has  induced  me  to  lay  before  them  the  tollow- 
ing  accurate  statement  of  an  undertaking,  which, 
as  yet,  stands  unrivalled  in  the  annals  ot  sporting. 
This  much  talked  of  campaign  originated  in  the 
London  coffee  house,  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1824,  among  fourteen  worthies  who  had  retired 
there  to  put  the  copestone  on  a dinner  given  by  an 
American  gentleman,  who  was  then  making  the 
tour  of  Europe.  In  the  course  of  conversation,  poli- 
tics, religion,  and  the  internal  affairs  in  general  of 
Great  Britian  and  America,  were  freely  discussed, 
and,  among  other  topics,  the  laws  affecting  the 
poor  of  both  nations  were  not  forgotten.  Much 
was  said  by  the  American  party  of  their  charitable 
institutions,  their  war-like  prowess,  magnanimity, 
independence,  and  unexampled  hospitality.  T hese 
arguments  were  as  vigorously  replied  to  by  these 
representing  the  British  Isles;  the  swindling  and 
thieving  propensities  of  the  Yankees,  their  delph 
china  wale,  mahogany  cucumber  seeds  and  wooden 
nutmegs,  were  dealt  out  without  mercy  or  remorse. 

In  the  course  of  the  lengthened  discussion,  it 
was  remarked  by  one  of  the  members,  as  a lift  to  his 
own  side  of  the  question,  that  beggars  and  itinerant 
musicians  had  been  known  occasionally  to  make  a 
competency  for  life  in  England  in  a very  short  pe- 
riod; whereas  in  America  they  might  pipe  like  Or- 
peus,  or  like  Tommy  Puck  in  Aster  Fair,  and  draw 
iron  tears  down  Pluto’s  cheek,  without  being  able 
to  coax  a copper  out  of  the  Trapbois  grasp  of  a 
Yankee.  A good  deal  of  disquisition  afterwards 
ensued  pro  and  con,  which  terminated  in  my  finally 
and  firmly  agreeing  to  travel  through  Great  Britian, 
Ireland,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  dis- 
guised as  a piper.  Large  wagers  were  now  offered 
and  accepted  on  both  sides,  his  majesty’s  lieges 
still  contending,  that,  for  one  shilling  the  piper 
would  receive  in  America,  he  would  clear  double 
that  sum  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  I accordingly 
commenced  my  piping  in  the  summer  of  1825,  at 
Merpoth,  a borough  in  Northumberland,  reached 
London  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks,  visited  several 
towns  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  was  driving  a 
tolerably  fair  business,  when  my  drone  was  silenced 
all  aton’ce  by  the  interference  of  a relation  whom  I 
durst  not  contend  with.  This  gentleman  died  in 
the*  jieginnin0'  of  1S27,  in  consequence  of  which 
hostilities  were  again  renewed  in  July  the  follow- 
ing year,  in  connexion  with  a young  man,  who, 
lilfe  myself,  had  more  money  than  judgment,  amt 
who  had  bound  himself  to  travel  with  a fiddle  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.  To  this  gentleman  some 
of  the  journals  gave  the  name  ol  Count  Bender; 
but, (peace  to  his  manes,  he  died  at  Rome  in  the 
end  of  1831. 

The  public  have  already  been  made  acquainted, 
through  the  columns  of  the  different  journals,  with 
my  perambulations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  unprecedented  kindness  shown  to  me  by  some 
of  the  first  families  in  Ireland  during  a confinement 
of  many  months,  occasioned  by  the  overturning  of  a 
stagecoach,  in  the  county  of  Carlow.  To  sir  Thom- 
as Butler  and  family,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts, 
&c.,  I lie  under  such  obligations,  that  a whole 
life,’tlevoted  to  their  service,  would  be  but  an  in- 
adequate recompense.  Various  attempts  had  been 
mack  to  put  an  end  to  this  arduous  frolic,  and  at  the 
timejabove  mentioned,  a northern  nobleman  used 
greal  exertions  to  accomplish  the  wished  for  con- 
summation, but  without  effect.  I continued  my 
wandering  for  nearly  twelve  months  after  my  re- 
cover, and  then  sailed  for  Americain  March,  1833, 
where  I succeeded  far  beyond  my  own  expecta- 
tions, or  those  of  the  other  parties  concerned;  and. 
had  ] been  at  liberty  or  disposed  to  give  the  present 
explanation  while  in  that  country,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  my  earnings  would  have  amounted  to 
double  the  sura. 
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As  it  is,  I collected  twenty-seven  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars,  every  cent  of  which  I expended,  or 
bestowed  on  charitable  institutions.  It  is  ray  in- 
tention to  wind  up  the  whole  of  this  complicated 
freak,  by  performing  once  more  in  all  the  principal 
cities  and  towns  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  after 
the  same  manner  that  I did  in  the  United  States; 
that  is,  solicit  permission  from  the  chief  magistrate 
of  every  place  that  I visit,  and  also  the  use  of  some 
public  building  to  perform  in,  as  playing  in  the 
streets  is  now  entirely  out  of  the  question.  In 
America,  the  state  houses,  court  rooms,  theatres, 
city  halls,  and  in  many  instances,  churches  Were 
freely  tendered.  Should  the  same  immunity  be 
granted  to  me  in  this  country,  I have  no  doubt  but 
I shall  leave  the  field  with  honor  to  myself,  and  the 
heartfelt  good  wishes  of  thousands,  both  rich  arid 
poor.  I certainly  anticipate  much  pleasure  from 
my  second  tour  through  the  great  nation,  as  I ex- 
pect to  see  many  of  the  cheerful  faces  with  which 
I was  so  much  pleased  on  former  occasions,  and  to 
shake  many  a friendly  hand. 

Although  my  gains  have  been  invariably  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
still  I wish  the  world  to  know  that  I am  under  noobli- 
galion  whatever  to  give  them  to  private  individuals, 
or  charitable  establishments;  nor  do  I publish  the 
amount  of  my  former  donations  as  a lure  to  bring 
people  forward  to  my  future  exhibitions.  I consi- 
der the  money  which  I receive  for  piping  entirely 
my  own  property,  and  shall  in  all  cases  use  it  ac- 
cordingly. Public  opinion  has  been  much  at  va- 
riance concerning  me,  and  all  descriptions  of  titles, 
from  a prince  of  the  blood  royal  to  a common  men- 
dicant, have  been  conferred  on  me.  I merely  an- 
nounce myself  as  Mr.  Sturat,  the  Wandering  Pi.per, 
by  which  appellation  I wish  only  to  be  known  for 
the  present.  And  although  I allow  that  large  bets 
are  pending  on  the  favorable  termination  of  this  ex- 
traordinary feat,  yet  I never  told  any  one  how  far  I 
am  personally  implicated.  Every  one  who  has 
heard  of  me  is  awrare  that  my  principal  aim  has  all 
along  been  to  preserve  my  incognito,  and,  to  those 
busy  bodies,  who  try  to  unmask  me  while  out  of 
my  piping  garb,  I feel  under  no  very  particular  ob- 
ligation, and  consequently  shall  treat  them  with  the 
contempt  they  merit. 

The  following  list  of  charitable  donations  does  lot 
contain  one-third  of  the  sums  applied  to  benevolent 
purposes  during  my  first  tour  in  England,  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  a small  trunk  having  been  washed 
from  the  deck  of  a steam  boat  between  Bristol  and 
Swansea;  by  which  means  a great  numbsrof  vouch- 
ers to  that  elfect  were  destroyed.  Letters  have 
been  lately  forwarded  to  the  authorities  of  the  dif- 
ferent cities  and  towns  where  such  receipts  were 
granted,  with  a request  to  have  them  renewed, when 
a reprint  of  this  address  shall  be  again  laid  before 
the  public  containing  the  whole  amount. 

My  present  tour  will  be  concluded  in  much  less 
time  than  the  former,  as  I intend  to  travel  with  a 
horse  and  carriage;  and  I bind  myself  that  all  se- 
crets shall  be  disclosed  without  reserve  at  tie  con- 
clusion. To  the  gentlemen  of  the  press  who  have 
at  all  times  spoken  well  of  me,  I feel  grateful  for  a 
good  opinion  from  so  high  a quarter;  to  a veiy  few 
editors  and  private  individuals  who  have  represent- 
ed me  in  a different  light,  I shall  only  say,  that  I 
trust  they  will  never  change  their  opinions  of 

THE  WANDERING  PIPER. 

Liverpool,  September  6,  1837. 


THE  ANTI-SLAVERY  CONVENTION  AT 
ALTON,  ILLINOIS. 

From  the  Missouri  Republican  of  the  3 Oth  u't. 

Ourformerstatements,  concerning  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting,  were,  in  some  few  particular:,  in- 
accurate. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  on  Thursday, 
the  Rev.  G.  Blackburn  in  the  chair.  The  cal  of 
the  meeting  was  then  read,  and  Mr.  W.  Giaves 
and  G.  Kimball  appointed  secretaries  for  the  ime. 
A resolution  was  then  adopted  declaring  thatal  the 
officers  should  be  elected  by  viva  voce  vote.  Con- 
siderable discussion  ensued,  as  to  who  should  be 
considered  members  of  the  convention.  On  the 
part  of  the  abolitionists  it  was  contended,  that  rone 
but  such  as  had  signed  the  call  for  the  convention, 
or  were  members  of  the  abolition  society,  or  who 
were  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  doctrines  o'  the 
society.  On  the  other  side,  it  was  insisted,  that 
the  call  was  general,  that  it  invited  all  true  ffends 
to  the  cause  of  free  discussion  or  friends  of  the  slave, 
whether  in  favoror  opposed  to  immediate  abolition, 
to  take  part.  That  many  of  the  delegates  present, 
though  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  were 
the  advocates  of  free  discussion:  and  therefore,  they 
were  willing  that  far  only,  to  subscribe  to  the  call. 
During  this  discussion,  a communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  trustees  of  the  church,  informing 


the  convention  that  when  they  gave  their  permis- 
sion for  the  convention  to  be  held  in  their  house, 
that  they  expected  it  to  be  open  to  all;  but  that  if  this 
was  not  the  true  design,  they  could  not  have  the 
use  of  the  house.  This  communication  was  read 
and  approved  by  the  convention,  after  which,  the 
meeting  was  organized  by  admitting  all  the  dele- 
gates who  would  subscribe  to  any  portion  of  the 
call. 

They  then  went  into  the  election  of  officers,  when 
Dr.  Blackburn  received  73  votes  and  Dr.  T.  M. 
Hope  53,  for  president. 

Messrs.  T.  M.  Graves  and  W.  M.  Carr,  were 
elected  secretaries. 

The  parliamentary  rules  in  Jefferson’s  manual, 
were  adopted  forthe  regulation  of  the  proceedings. 

On  motion,  a committee  of  three,  consisting  of 
Dr.  Edward  Beecher,  U.  F.  Linden  and  E.  Turner, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  business  forthe  action  of 
the  convention. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  until  Frida}'. 

On  Friday  morning  the  cevention  again  assem- 
bled. The  majority  of  the  committee  appointed 
the  preceding  evening,  viz:  Messrs.  Beecher  and 
Turner,  submitted  a report,  which  was  read,  after 
vhich,  Mr.  Linder  from  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted a counter  report.  The  report  of  the  majori- 
ty was  a series  of  resolutions  in  substance  setting 
firth  the  evils  of  slavery  and  advocating  in  the 
nainthe  doctrine  of  the  “immediate  abolitionists.” 

Alter  the  reading  of  the  reports,  the  convention 
rrsolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
E W.  Wolcott  in  the  chair.  A motion  was  made 
ard  carried  to  take  up  the  second  resolution  sub- 
mtted  by  the  minority,  Mr.  Linden.  This  resolu- 
tbn  in  substance,  declared  that  slavery  was  a right 
ncognized  by  the  constitution,  and  a subject  with 
which  neither  congress  nor  the  non-slaveholding 
s ates  had  any  right  to  interfere — that  there  existed 
no  constitutional  right  in  congress  or  the  states  to 
detroy  the  holder’s  right  of  property  in  the  slave, 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  and  upon  pay- 
ing him  a just  equivalent  therefor — that  congress 
had  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  &c.  This  resolution  was  debated  in 
committee  of  the  whole  until  a late  hour  in  the 
evening,  when  it  was  reported  to  the  convention 
without  amendment. 

After  it  was  reported,  a motion  was  made  that 
the  report  be  adopted  without  discussion.  This 
prevailed  by  a very  large  majority,  and  on  a further 
motion  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

On  Saturday,  about  thirty  of  the  abolitionists 
congregated  together  in  a private  house  in  Upper 
Alton,  where  having  locked  himself  up,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  form  a state  anti-slavery  society,  adopted 
a constitution  and  some  other  measures  of  organi- 
zation. A report  was  circulated  this  morning,  that 
an  attempt  would  be  made  to  suppress  the  proceed- 
ings of  tile  convention.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence,  a number  of  persons  who  had  been 
members  of  the  convention  from  Lower  Alton,  re- 
paired to  the  upper  town  and  demanded  of  the  se- 
cretary, Mr.  Graves,  the  papers  containing  the  pro- 
ceedings. At  first,  Mr.  G.  stated  that  the  proceed- 
ings has  been  destroyed,  but  the  company  tnanifest- 
inga  disposition  not  to  be  satisfied  with  this  apolo- 
gy, he  consented  to  permit  Mr.  Carr,  the  other  se- 
cretary, to  take  a copy,  which  was  done.  After 
this,  those  present  organized  themselves  into  a 
meeting,  and  after  passing  resolutions  deprecating 
thq  course  of  the  abolitionists,  they  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  state. 
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Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 
St.  Augustine,  Oct.  24,  1837. 

The  major  general  commanding,  in  reviewing  the 
incidents  of  the  past  campaign,  has  the  proud  satis- 
faction to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  duties  of  every 
department  and  every  corps  composing  his  com- 
mand have  been  performed  to  his  entire  satisfaction, 
anti  in  a manner  to  reflect  the  highest  honor  on  all 
concerned. 

When  the  army  took  the  field  in  December,  the 
enemy’s  strongholds  were  on  Orange  Lake,  Ochle- 
waha,  Withlacoochie,  and  Annutteliga;  they  are 
now  south  of  Lake  Monroe  and  Tampa  Bay.  The 
frontier  from  St.  Augustine  to  Suwannee,  and  from 
Suwannee  to  St.  Marks,  was  then  in  a state  of  ex- 
citement and  alarm;  it  is  now  tranquil,  and  through- 
out the  sickly  season,  which  has  just  terminated, 
has  been  secure;  and  the  communications  between 
ourmost  distant  posts  have  been  uninterrupted. 

The  permanent  results  of  the  campaign  are  thirty 
Indians  and  negroes  killed,  and  upwards  of  five 
hundred  prisoners  taken;  by  which  more  than  two 
hundred  rifles  have  been  silenced,  and  competent 
guides  have  been  obtained  for  future  operations. 


To  gain  these  important  advantages,  the  troops 
have  endured  every  hardship  and  privation;  they 
have  been  exposed  torhe  drenchingrains,  the  noxous 
vapors,  and  scorching  sun  of  an  almost  torrid  eli- 
mate;  they  have  waded  rivers,  made  long  marches 
over  burning  sands,  traversed  almost  impassable 
swamps,  and  sought  the  enemy  in  fastnesses  such 
as  American  soldiers  had  seldom  penetrated  before, 
and  with  a perseverance,  an  energy,  and  a courage 
worthy  the  burst  era  of  the  republic. 

Had  the  policy  of  our  country  been  limited  to 
peace,  which  in  all  pest  history  had  been  the  object 
of  every  war  we  have  waged,  it  had  been  readily  at- 
tained. The  valor  and  persevering  energy  of  the 
troops  forced  the  enemy  to  pause  in  his  career  of 
destruction,  and  agree  upon  the  terms  of  a treaty. 
If  that  treaty  has  been  violated,  and  it  has  been 
found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the 
government  in  a single  campaign,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  more  than  peace  has  been  sought  to  be 
obtained — -that  we  are  attempting  for  the  first  time 
the  solution  of  the  difficult  problem  of  transferring 
a savage  and  warlike  people  from  one  wide  spread 
wilderness  to  another.  In  every  preceding  instance 
of  the  emigration  of  an  Indian  nation,  our  popula- 
tion had  been  pressing  upon  them,  and  crowding 
them  out,  of  their  position,  before  any  effort  had 
been  made  by  the  government  to  remove  them;  and 
the  Indians  had  themselves  become  sensible  of  the 
necessity  for  removing  long  before  they  had  laken 
up  the  line  of  march. 

Though  all  expected  from  us  by  the  public  may 
not  have  been  achieved,  enough  has  been  done  to 
prove  that  there  is  no  deterioration  in  the  character 
and  qualities  of  the  American  soldier,  whether  of 
the  volunteer  corps  or  of  the  regular  army;  and 
whatsoever  differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  measure  of  the  eotnmander,  the  pen  of  history, 
guided  by  the  hand  of  justice,  will  not  fail  to  assign 
to  the  officers  and  troops  ot  his  command  a high 
place  among  the  champions  of  their  country’s  rights 
and  honor. 

Soldiers!  much  as  you  have  performed,  more  re- 
mains to  be  done;  the"  enemy  awaits  you  in  fastnes- 
ses more  difficult  than  any  you  have  yet  penetrated. 
The  government  hat- adopted  the  only  policy  which 
can  preserve  the  Indians  as  a distinct  and  indepen- 
dent people.  That  policy  must  be  accomplished, 
and  the  Seminoles  removed.  The  same  energy, 
courage,  and  patriotism,  which  distinguished  you 
in  the’past  campaign,  are  confidently  relied  on  by 
your  country  and  your  commander  to  accomplish 
in  the  next  the  objects  so  desirable  to  all— the 
emigration  of  the  Indians,  and  the  termination  of 
the  war.  By  order  of  major  general  Jesnp: 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 
Aid-ie-camp  and  A.  A.  general. 

St.  Augustine,  October  28. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  chiefs  and 
warriors,  whose  capture  we  mentioned  in  our  last: 

Yose-ya-hola,  Co-ahajo,  Pow-as-hajo,  John  Ca- 
vello,  No-co-so-sia-hola,  Emathla-Chamey,  Co-hi- 
lo-clue-hajo,  (Doctor,)  and  Hastono-micco. 

Yose-ya-hola,  is  the  true  Indian  appellation,  as 
given  by  the  interpreter,  of  the  noted  chief,  Pow- 
ell. 

The  capture  of  these  chiefs  has  by  no  means 
increased  the  friendly  feelings  ot  the  Indians  to- 
wards us.  It  is  generally  expected  that  there  will 
be  some  hard  fightifig,  and.  that  they  will  be  render- 
ed more  desperate  than  ever.  Even  those  now  in 
our  hand  seem  to  doubt  that  they  will  be  sent  out 
of  the  country,  as  vee  have  been  informed. 

On  Monday,  twenty-nine  Indians,  squaws,  and 
negroes,  were  cahtured  near  Fort  Peyton,  and 
brought  to  town,  and  on  Wednesday  a family  of 
five  Indians  were  laken.  These  are  probably  the 
last  of  the  retinue  of  those  chiefs  who  came  to  hold 
the  “talk”  They  gave  no  information  of  any 
others  coming  in.  There  are  now  147  Indian  and 
negro  prisoners  confined  in  the  fort. 

Brio-,  gen.  Hernandez,  with  a force  of  about  400 
men,  marched  south  on  Thursday  morning  last. 
This  may  be  termed  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 
This  campaign  will  be  a vigorous  one,  judging 
from  the  active  preparations  making  in  all  quar-_ 
ters.  Gen.  Jesup  is  determined  to  end  the  war  if 
possible,  and  at  all  hazards;  and  if  matured  plans, 
fresh  troops,  ample  supplies,  energy  and  perseve- 
rance, will  accomplish  so  desirable  an  end,  it  will 
be  done.  The  eyes  of  all  are  now  turned  upon 
him  with  intense  anxiety.  His  country  holds  him 
as  one  of  her  treasures,  trembling  lor  his  success, 
and  fearing  for  his  failure. 

The  steamboat  Ockmulgee,  from  Savannah, 
brought,  as  a part  of  her  cargo,  six  fortified  barges 
to  be  used  in  navigating  the  shoal  and  narrow  ri- 
vers, in  the  ensuing  campaign. 

It  is  stated  that  two  horses  were  stolen  Irom 
Fort  Peyton,  on  Thursday  night  last,  by  an  Indian, 
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and  driven  as  far  as  the  14  mile  post,  where  they 
were  overtaken  and  brought  back. 

Maj.  gen.  Jesup  is  now  in  this  city. 

Brig.  gen.  Eustis  has  arrived  at  Black  Creek. 

Col.  Harvey  returned  to  this  city  on  Monday 
last  from  Washington. 

Within  three  weeks  past  we  understand  an  ex- 
press rider  between  Micanopy  and  Fort  King  has 
been  murdered  by  Indians,  as  is  supposed. 


THE  INDIANS  AT  BOSTON. 

From,  the  Boston  Mias,  Oct.  31. 

Yesterday  was  made  a general  holiday,  and  near- 
ly all  the  citizens,  with  great  numbers  from  the 
neighboring  towns,  turned  out  to  witness  the  re- 
ception of  the  Indians  at  the  State  House,  and  their 
performance  of  the  war  dance  on  the  Common. — 
The  whole  proceedings  were  uncommonly  inter- 
esting. 

At  10  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  they  held  a levee 
in  Faneuil  Hall  for  the  ladies  only,  and  were  visit- 
ed by  crowds  of  the  fairer  portion  of  creation. — 
They  then  were  escorted  to  the  representative^’ 
hall  in  the  State  House,  by  the  National  Lancers, 
and  received  by  the  governor,  in  the  presence  of 
nearly  all  the  state  and  city  officers,  great  numbers 
of  ladies  in  the  galleries,  which  presented  a very 
brilliant  appearance,  and  a large  concourse  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  floor. 

They  took  their  seats  on  the  centre  benches,  and 
were  addressed  by  the  governor  as  follows: 

“Chiefs  and  warriors  ol  the  united  Sacs  and  Fox- 
es: You  are  welcome  to  our  hall  of  council.  You 
have  come  a far  way  from  your  homes  in  the  west 
to  visit  your  white  brethren.  We  are  glad  to  take 
you  by  the  hand.  We  have  heard  belore  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes;  our  travellers  have  told  us  the 
names  of  their  great  men  and  chiefs.  We  are  glad 
to  see  them  with  our  own  eyes.  We,  brothers,  are 
called  the  ‘Massachusetts.’  It  was  the  name  of 
the  red  men  who  once  lived  here.  In  former 
times,  the  red  man’s  wigwam  stcod  on  these  fields, 
and  his  council  fire  was  kindled  on  this  spot.  When 
our  fathers  came  over  the  great  water,  they  were  a 
small  band.  The  red  men  stood  on  the  rock  by  the 
sea  side,  and  looked  at  them.  He  might  have  push- 
ed them  into  the  water,  and  drowned  them,  but  took 
hold  of  their  hands,  and  said  ‘wekome,  white  men!’ 
Our  fathers  were  hungry,  and  the  red  men  gave 
them  corn  and  venison;  our  fathers  were  cold,  and 
the  red  man  spread  his  blanket  over  them,  and 
made  them  warm.  We  are  now  grown  great  and 
powerful,  but  we  remember  the  kndness  of  the  red 
man  to  our  fathers.  Brothers,  oar  faces  are  pale, 
and  yours  are  red,  but  our  hearts  are  alike.  The 
Great  Spirit  made  his  children  of  different  complex- 
ions, but  he  loves  them  all.  Brothers,  you  dwell 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri;  they 
are  mighty  streams.  They  hive  great  arms;  one 
stretching  out  east,  and  one  away  off'  to  the  west, 
as  far  as  the  Rocky  mountains;  but  they  make  but 
one  river,  and  run  together  into  the  sea.  Brothers, 
we  dwell  at  the  east,  and  you  ,ive  in  the  far  west, 
but  we  are  of  one  family;  it  has  many  branches, 
but  one  head.  Brothers,  as  you  passed  through 
the  hall  below,  you  stopped  to  bok  at  the  image  of 
our  great  father,  Washington.  It  is  but  a cold  stone, 
and  cannot  speak  to  you;  but  ourgreat  father  Wash- 
ington loved  his  red  children,  anr,  bade  us  love  them 
also.  He  is  dead,  but  his  words  have  made  a great 
print  in  our  hearts,  like  thq  step  of  a strong  buffalo 
on  the  clay  of  the  prairie.  My  brother,  (address- 
ing Keokuck),  I perceive  by  you:  side  your  young 
child,  whom  I saw  at  the  council  hall  the  otherday 
sitting  between  your  knees.  May  the  Great  Spirit 
preserve  the  life  of  your  son.  May  he  grow  up  by 
your  side  like  the  tender  sapling  by  the  side  of  the 
mighty  oak.  May  you  long  flour  sh  together;  and 
when  "the  mighty  oak  is  fallen  in  the  forest,  may  the 
young  tree  take  its  place,  and  spread  out  its  branches 
over  the  tribe.  Brothers,  I make  you  a short  talk, 
and  bid  you  welcome  o,pce  more  to  oar  council  hall.” 

This  address  was  translated  to  the  Indians  by  the 
interpreters,  and  received  by  them  with  the  usual 
guttural  exclamations. 

Keokuck  replied  to  his  excellency  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

“I  am  very  much  gratified  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
shaking  hands  with  the  great  chief  of  the  state  and 
the  chiefs  who  surround  him.  The  remark  you 
made  just  now,  that  the  Great  Spirit  made  both  of 
us,  though  your  skin  is  white,  and  mine  red,  is  true. 
He  made  our  hearts  alike.  The  only  difference  is, 
that  he  made  you  to  speak  one  language,  and  me 
another.  He  made  us  hands  to  take  each  other  by, 
and  eyes  to  see  each  other.  Brother,  I am  very 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  before  I die,  that  I have 
been  to  the  house  where  your  fathers  used  to  speak 
with  ours,  as  we  now  do  with  you;  and  I hope  the 
Great  Spirit  is  pleased  at  this  sight.  I hope  he  will 
long  keep  friendship  between  the  white  and  red 


man.  I hope  that  he  sees  us,  and  that  our  hearts 
are  friendly  to  each  other.  My  remarks  are  short, 
and  I shall  say  no  more,  but  take  all  our  friends 
here  by  the  hand,  and  hope  that  the  Great  Spirit 
will  bless  them.” 

Wopella,  a principal  chief,  followed  Keokuck. 
He  said: 

‘I  am  very  happy  to  meet  my  friends  in  the  land 
of  our  forefathers.  I recollect,  when  a little  boy, 
of  hearing  my  grandfather  say  that  at  this  place  the 
red  man  first  took  the  white  man  by  the  hand.  I 
am  very  happy  that  this  island  can  sustain  so  many 
white  men  as  have  come  on  to  it;  I am  glad  that 
they  can  find  a living,  and  happy  that  they  can  be 
contented  with  living  on  it.  1 am  glad  to  hear  the 
white  man  call  us  his  brethren;  it  is  true  that  he  is 
the  eldest  of  the  two,  but  where  I live  my  tribe  is 
the  eldest  among  the  red  men.  I have  shaken 
hands  with  many  different  tribes  of  people,  and  am 
very  much  gratified  that  I have  lived  to  come  and 
talk  with  the  white  man  of  his  fathers  in  this  great 
house.  I shall  go  home,  and  tell  my  brethren  that 
I have  been  to  this  great  place,  and  it  shall  not  be 
forgotten  by  me  or  my  children.” 

Waa-ca-shaa-shee  said: 

“I  have  just  listened  to  the  remarks  made  by  you 
and  my  chiefs  about  our  forefathers.  I have  been 
wishing  to  see  the  shore  where  my  fathers  took  the 
white  man  by  the  hand,  and  l shall  not  forget  it. 
My  friends  are  much  pleased  with  your  greeting. 
May  the  Great  Spirit  take  pity  on  all  of  us,  and  may 
we  live  brethren,  as  did  my  fathers  and  yours  when 
they  first  landed  on  this  shore.” 

Powesheek,  a principal  chief,  said: 

“You  have  heard  what  my  chiefs  have  to  say. 
They  are  much  gratified  with  their  visit  to  this 
town.  They  were  invited  to  the  council  house  of 
my  brother  on  Saturday,  and  to-day  they  are 
brought  to  this  council  hall.  They  are  much  pleas- 
ed with  these  attentions,  and  will  not  forget  them. 
Though  I am  not  now  able  to  reward  you  for  these 
kindnesses,  I hope  the  Great  Spirit  willl  reu'ard  you 
for  them.  This  is  the  place  where  our  tribe  once 
lived.  I have  often  heard  my  father  ard  grandfa- 
ther say  that  they  once  lived  by  the  sea-coast  where 
the  white  man  first  came.  I wish  I had  a book, 
and  could  read  in  it  all  these  things.  I have  been 
told  that  that  is  the  way  you  get  all  your  knowl- 
edge. As  far  as  I can  understand  the  language  of 
the  white  people,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Ameri- 
cans have  reached  a high  stand  among  the  white 
people — that  very  few  could  overpower  them.  It 
is  the  same  with  regard  to  us — though  I say  it. 
Where  T live  I am  looked  up  to  by  others,  and 
they  all  respect  me.  I am  very  happy  that  two 
great  men  like  you  and  I should  meet  and  shake 
hands  together.” 

The  remaining  chiefs  of  the  villages  then  shook 
hands  with  the  governor,  and  afterwards  the  war 
chiefs,  who  are  entirely  distinct  from  the  former. 
One  of  the  latter— we  forgot  his  Indian  name,  bat 
it  was  the  one  who  wears  the  buffalo  skin  and 
horns — said  to  the  governor. 

“I  am  much  pleased  with  the  conversation  our 
chiefs  have  had  with  you.  I am  glad  that  you  no- 
ticed Musanw'ont,  Keokuck’s  son;  he  will  succeed 
to  his  father  and  be  a chief.  The  chiefs  who  have 
spoken  to  you  are  all  village  chiefs;  for  my  part,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  villages,  biff  I go  to 
war  and  fight  for  the  women  and  children.” 

Appnnoseokemur,  a principal  chief,  said: 

“I  am  very  happy  to  shake  hands  with  you;  I do 
it  with  all  my  heart.  I have  long  wished  to  come 
to  the  village  where  once  the  red  and  white  men 
used  to  speak  together.  My  brother  who  spoke 
last  has  told  you  the  truth;  he  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  villages,  but  fights  for  the  women  and 
children.  Although  we  have  no  paper  to  put  your 
words  down,  we  shall  not  forget  this  good  council, 
nor  the  remarks  of  our  friends.  In  my  tribe  T am 
ranked  among  the  braves,  and  I have  my  arms  in 
my  hands.  They  are  all  my  defence,  and  I like 
them  very  much.  I wish  to  leave  them  in  this 
house  for  the  white  man  to  remember  the  red  man 
of  the  far  west.  My  present  may  not  be  agreeable, 
but  it  is  made  with  a good  heart.” 

He  then  took  of  his  arms,  wampum  belt,  mocca- 
sins, and  all  the  articles  of  his  dress  except  the 
blanket,  and  laid  them  on  the  table  before  the  go- 
vernor. 

The  celebrated  Black  Hawk  next  spoke.  He 
said: 

“I  like  very  well  to  hear  you  talk  of  the  Great  Spi- 
rit. He  made  us  both  of  one  heart,  though  your 
skin  is  white  and  mine  red.  When  the  first  while 
men  came  on  to  the  island,  we  thought  they  were 
French.  They  were  our  brothers,  as  you  are. 
Your  heart  is  white,  and  so  is  mine.  On  our  jour- 
ney yourwhite  brothers  hung  round  our  necks  white 
medals  such  as  the  French  gave  us.  The  Great 
Spirit  is  pleased  at  our  talking  together  to-day.  I 


have  lived  for  a long  time  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri.  I like  to  hear  you  talk  of  them.  I 
have  got  to  be  old.  You  are  a man,  and  so  am  I,, 
and  that  is  the  reason  we  talk  together  as  brothers. 

I cannot  shake  hands  with  all  my  friends  in  parti- 
cular, but  by  shaking  hands  with  you  I shall  with 
them.” 

Keokuck  presented  his  son  Musanwont  to  the  go- 
vernor, saying  that  he  was  young,  but  he  had  a. 
heart,  and  would  not  forget  what  had  passed  on 
this  occasion. 

Tie  governor  then  presented  his  little  son  to 
Musanwont,  and  they  shook  hands  together. 

Another  chief — we  did  not  hear  his  name — said: 

“Brother,  1 wish  to  give  you  the  pipe  of  a chief. 

I leave  it  for  you  to  re  member  me  by.  I am  happy 
that  our  chiefs  have  had  this  conversation  with 
their  white  brother.  I am  part  white  myself;  my 
father  was  a Frenchman.  He  is  now  an  old  man, 
and  has  put  me  in  his  place,  and  I am  a brave 
among  my  tribe.  He  has  often  told  me  of  the  place 
where  the  white  man  first  landed.  It  was  not  so 
old  a story  then  as  it  is  now.  I am  very  happy  to 
see  you  and  take  you  by  the  hand  in  this  great 
council  house  of  your  forefathers.  I leave  you  the 
pipe  and  my  club  as  an  evidence  of  my  rank. 

His  excellency  desired  the  interpreter  to  say  to 
the  chiefs  that  their  white  brethren  had  listened  to 
their  speeches  wffth  great  satisfaction.  They  thank- 
ed them  for  their  gifts,  in  exchange  for  which  he 
should  have  the  pleasure  of  offering  them  some 
white  men’s  arms,  and  some  small  articles  of  dress 
for  the  women  and  children — perhaps  of  little  value 
in  themselves,  but  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  re- 
ceived as  a token  of  friendship  and  good-will. 

The  company  then  proceeded  to  the  balcony  in 
front  of  the  state  house,  where  the  governor  pre- 
sented each  of  the  warriors  a sword,  pair  of  pistols, 
and  a blanket,  and  the  women  with  some  bright 
shawls  and  trinkets.  He  also  gave  Keokuck’s  son 
a beautiful  little  rifle,  remarking,  as  he  did  so,  that 
he  hoped  he  would  soon  be  able  to  shoot  buffaloes 
with  it. 

Tie  view  from  this  balcony  was  beautiful  in  the 
extreme.  Thousands  upon  thousands  were  col- 
lected in  the  court  yard  of  the  building,  on  the 
comnon — which  was  nearly  filled  from  Park  to 
Weff  streets — and  in  the  streets,  while  the  win- 
dows and  roof  of  every  house  affording  a prospect 
of  tne  scene  were  filled  with  spectators,  a great  part 
being  ladies. 

After  showing  themselves  to  the  multitude,  the 
Indians  partook  of  a collation  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber, and  were  then  escorted  to  the  common,  where 
they  performed  a war  dance  to  the  gratification  of 
the  assemblage. 

They  were  afterwards  conducted  to  their  lodg- 
ings, at  Concert  Hall,  where  we  understand  that 
Keokucl!  and  Black  Hawk  addressed  the  crowd  in 
front  of  Ihe  building.  We  did  not  hear  them. 

In  the  evening,  they  visited  the  Tremont  theatre. 

The  military  made  a fine  appearance.  The  Na- 
tional laicers,  from  being  mounted,  attracted  the 
principal  attention  of  the  Indians. 

Every  thing,  we  are  happy  to  state,  went  off 
withoutinjury  to  life  or  limb,  though,  from  the  im- 
mense crowd  present,  we  should  not  have  been  sur- 
prised had  the  contrary  been  the  fact. 

We  understand  that  the  delegation  leave  the  city 
to-day, in  the  12  o’clock  train,  for  New  York. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Indians  com- 
prising the  delegation: 

Delega'.ion  of  the  confederated  tribes  of  Sac  and  Fox 

Indiins,  under  the  charge  of  general  Street,  as 

aged. 

1.  Kee-okuck — The  watchful  Fox.  Principal 
chief  of  the  confederated  tribes. 

2.  Van-cai-chai — Crooked  Sturgeon.  A chief. 

.3.  A-she-an-kon — Sun  Fish.  A chief. 

»4.  Ppnan-se — Shedding  Elk. 

5.  Vfan-war-to-sa — Great  Walker 

C.  R-sha-ka-se — The  Deer. 

7.  Appan-ose-o-ke-mar — The  hereditary  chief, 
(or  He  who  was  a chief  when  a child.) 

8.  Maa-ko-ine — Clear  Water.  A chief. 

9.  Kar-ka-ne-we-nar — The  long  horned  Elk. 

10.  Nar-nar-he-keith — The  self-made  man. 

11.  As-ke-puck-a-wan — The  green  track. 

12.  We-pella— The  prince.  A principal  chief. 

13.  Qua-qua-nad-pe-qua — The  rolling  Eyes.  A 
chief. 

14.  Pia-ka-kai — The  Striker. 

15.  Waa-pa-shar-kon — The  White  Skin. 

lfi.  War-pi-mank — White  Lion. 

17.  Nar-nar-wan-ke-haith — The  Repenter,  (or 
The  Sorrowful. 

IS.  Po-we-sheck— Shedding  Beard.  A principal 
chief. 

19.  Cor-no-ma-ca — Long  nose  Fox.  A chief. 
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20.  Waa-ca-shaa-shee — Red  nose  Fox.  A prin- 
cipal chief. 

21.  An-non-e-wit — The  brave  man. 

22.  Kan-kaa-kec — The  Crow. 

23.  Kish-kee-kosh — The  man  with  one  leg. 

The  fallowing  Indians,  though  not  of  the  dele- 
gation, »vere  brought  on  from  prudential  considera- 
tions: 

24.  Muck-a-tai-me-she-ka-kaik — Black  Hawk. 

25.  Naa-she-o-shuck — Roaring  thunder. 

26.  Naa-po-pe — Soup. 

Women  and  children  belonging  to  the  chiefs  oF 
the  delegation; 

27.  Nar-quo-quar — The  walking  woman.  Kee- 
o-kuck’s  wife. 

28.  Nap-e-sha — Water  Ear.  Pa-non-see’s  wife. 

29.  Nar-ne-kar — The  fish  women,  Appan-ose’s 
wife. 

30.  Kus-kus-ke — The  Kas-kas-kia  woman.  Wa- 
ca-sha-she’s  wife. 

31.  Naa-na-quo-che— The  Large  broach.  Wa- 
p el  la’s  wife. 

32.  Que-no-we— The  Lonely.  Wa-ca-shaa-shee’s 
daughter. 

33.  Puck-at-tar — The  Explosion.  Wa-pella’s  son. 

34.  Mu-san-wont — Long  haired  Fox.  Kee-o- 
kuclc’s  son. 

Names  of  Indians  of  major  Pilcher's  agency,  under 
the  temporary  charge  of  Nathan  Rice,  of  the  war- 
department. 

Yanldon  Sioux. 

Ha-sa-za.  Or  the  Elk  Horn. 

Ah-zha-li.  Or  the  Forked  Horn. 

Mon-to-he.  Or  the  Crane. 

Zer-ya-sa.  Or  the  Warrior. 

Ta-ka-o.  Or  he  that  inflicted  the  first  wound. 
Pa-la-ni-a-pa-pi.  Or  struck  by  a Riccara. 
E-mun-ni.  Or  him  that  comes  for  something. 
Ioways. 

Nan-che-ning-ga.  Or  the  no  heart. 
Ne-o-inun-ne.  Or  the  walking  rain. 
Wah-che-mon-ne.  Or  the  Partizan. 

Tah-ro-hon.  Or  the  plenty  of  meat. 

Sacs  of  Missouri. 

Ar  ca-qua.  Or  the  Porcupine. 

Cha-ca-pe-wa.  Or  the  standing  day. 

Po-ca-ma.  Or  the  Plumb. 

Ne-pa-ca-wah.  Or  the  Wolf. 

Am-mo-ni.  Or  the  Swallow. 


SPICE  AND  GOOD  HUMOR. 

We  find  the  following  report  of  a speech  Mr. 
Johnson’s  in  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the 
New  York  Herald,  furnished  by  its  Washington 
correspondent: 

“Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson,  at  the  evening  ses- 
sion of  the  12th,  rose  and  requested  Mr  Pope  to 
give  way,  as  he  appeared  evidently  exhausted,  and 
he  would  pledge  himself,  and  the  honor  of  every 
member  on  the  floor,  that  he  would  be  listened  to 
on  to-morrow  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  for  the 
conclusion  of  his  able  and  eloquent  discourse.  Mr. 
Pope  acceded  to  the  proposal.  A gentleman  mo- 
ved that  the  committee  rise,  but  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  in  thus  thrusting  myself 
upon  your  patience  at  this  late  hour,  I appeal  to  the 
magnanimity  of  gentlemen  in  the  hope  that  they 
will  indulge  me  for  a short  half  hour.  The  question 
before  us  is  all  important  to  the  great  farming  inter- 
est of  the  country.  I have  the  honor  of  represent- 
ing that  interest  evclusively. 

I said,  sir,  I would  crave  your  attention  fora  half 
hour.  When  Walter  Scott  was  asked  why  he  had 
not  written  the  Life  of  Bonapart  in  one  volume,  he 
said,  I had  not  time.  If  I should  encroach  upon  the 
time  I have  limited  to  myself,  I pray  you  to  consi- 
der the  answer  of  the  northman  writer  as  applicable 
to  myself.  I have  not  had  the  time  to  dive  hto  the 
question  in  all  its  bearings,  and  consequently  shall 
not  be  able  to  express  myself  in  the  brightest  and 
most  felicitous  manner. 

Before  I go  any  farther,  as  we  are  in  committee 
considering  this  question  and  the  state  of  the  whole 
union,  I will  take  this  occasion  of  rendering  the 
amende  honorable  to  the  postmaster  general.  I stat- 
ed in  my  place  on  a former  occasion  that  the  post 
office  department  was  corrupt  to  the  core.  In  say- 
ing so,  I did  not  mean  that  the  postmaster  general 
was  personally  liable  to  this  accusation.  And  I 
■ would  have  then  disclaimed  imputing  any  such 
crime  to  that  gentleman,  but  for  the  fact,  that  I was 
met  with  two  challenges,  five  threats  to  be  cowhided, 
and  God  knows  how  many  menaces  to  be  caned  to 
death.  I had  said,  and  I say  it  now,  if  any  man  call- 
ing himself  a gentleman  were  to  challenge  me,  I 
would  accept  his  proposition  without  delay.  Under 
such  circumstances,  I could  not.  explain.  Now,  sir, 
these  things  have  all  been  arranged,  and  I take  plea- 
sure in  saying,  that  I did  not  mean  any  thing  offen- 
sive to  the  postmaster  general  personally. 


But  to  the  question  before  us.  The  conduct  of 
the  member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens) 
and  of  several  Virginia  members,  appears  to  me  to 
be  most  inexplicable.  They  come  up  here  with 
the  constitution  in  their  hands  to  preach  against  the 
banking  system.  Well,  sir,  do  they  give  us  a plain 
common  sense  view  of  this  instrument?  No,  sir. 
They  appeal  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson!  Now 
I do  protest  against  this  profanation  of  that  great 
man’s  name.  No  one  can  reverence  it  more  than  I 
do,  but  I read  the  constitution  and  dare  to  interpret 
it  for  myself  according  to  the  reason  God  has  given 
me.  Not  so  with  these  patriotic  South  Carolinians 
and  Virginians.  There  were  men  in  Virginia  and 
Carolina,  sir,  in  times  gone  by  who  dared  to  think 
lor  themselves  in  interpreting  this  instrument. — 
1'hey  are  gone,  and  we  have  an  their  stead  a host  of 
new  lights  depending  for  their  thoughts,  their  opi- 
nions, "their  political  creed  and  their  legislative 
principles  on  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the  true  Vir- 
ginia doctrines  of  1798.  Between  these  two  au- 
thorities they  veer  from  time  to  time,  and  when 
they  no  longer  suit  their  views,  they  fly  to  James 
Madison.  1 For  shame,  gentlemen!  What  would 
you  do  if  the  point  d’appui  of  your  political  lever 
were  destroyed? 

They  would  be  in  the  condition  of  the  brother  of 
the  present  attorney  general  of  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Baily.)  On  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  in  lor- 
mer  times,  there  was  a knot  of  sincere  federalists. 
They  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  every  week  to 
get  rnerry  and  sing  over  their  cups.  These  were 
the  days  of  American  hospitality,  sir.  [Members 
crowded  round  the  speaker.  Complete  silence.] 
The  news  of  the  death  of  general  Hamilton  was  re- 
ceived at  one  of  their  feasts  where  wine  and  reason 
flowed  in  equal  streams.  They  broke  their  glasses 
for  grief  at  the  loss  of  the  great  chief  ol  the  federal 
party.  Various  were  the  laments  made  by  every 
one  of  the  coterie.  Mr.  Baily  had  set  all  the  while 
silent.  His  grief  was  of  the  deepest  dye.  He 
emptied  his  glass,  however,  more  frequently  than 
usual.  At  last  he  broke  out  with  an  earnestness  of 
manner  that  quieted  his  companions:  “Gentle- 
men,” said  he.  “I  have  more  cause  of  grief  than 
any  of  you.  It  can  never  be  assuaged  while  I live!” 
“What  is  it— what  is  it?”  were  the  exclamations 
consequent  on  this  bold  declaration.  “Whilst  gen. 
Hamilton  lived,  his  opinions  perfectly  accorded 
with  mine.  I was  then  spared  the  trouble  of  inves- 
tigating things.  Now,  only  think  of  it.  I shall 
be  compelled  to  think  for  myself.”  [Tremendous 
laughter.] 

So  it  would  be  with  the  members  on  this  floor,  if 
Thomas  Jefferson’s  opinions  were  to  be  suddenly 
wrested  from  existence.  They  would  have  to 
think  for  themselves,  and  great  would  be  their  la- 
mentations, but  less  long  their  speeches.  [Still 
greater  laughter.]. 

Give,  me  sir,  the  old  fashioned  Virginian  and  Caro- 
linan  who  used  to  think  for  himself  and  dare  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  too.  When  Mr.  Lowndes  was 
told  on  this  floor  that  a national  bank  wail  unconsti- 
tutional, what  did  he  say?  “Gentlemen  have  urged 
that  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
give  the  power  to  congress  to  charter  a,bank.  Now 
I have  two  objections  to  this.  The  first  is,  if  the 
proposal  be  made  to  the  states,  I believe  it  will  be 
rejected,  and  the  second  is,  I believe  the  power  al- 
ready exists  in  the  constitution.”  He  was  opposed; 
Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  time,  by  every  member  from 
his  own  state,  yet  he  dared  like  a man  to  speak  his 
honest  sentiments.  He  did  not,  like  your  modern 
politicians,  seek  to  get  under  the  shield  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.  God  knows  they  want  some  place  to 
hide  their  Lilliputian  notions  in,  and  they  have 
justly  chosen  the  Virginia  doctrines  and  Thomas 
Jefferson’s  opinions. 

In  another  branch  of  this  legislature,  we  have 
seen  on  a most  magnificent  scale,  the  grand  play  of 
hide  and  seek.  The  gentleman  who,  within  a few 
weeks  past,  sustained  the  principal  character,  en- 
acted it  so  admirably  that  old  Proteus,  when  caught 
by  the  sheperds,  was  thrown  into  the  shade.  I tri- 
ed to  follow  him,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  his  two  late 
speeches,  but  my  brain  became  bewildered.  Be- 
fore I would  follow  in  his  wake,  as  his  friends  on 
this  floor  have  done,  I would  cut  my  political  jugu- 
lar! [A  hearty  laugh,  and  ali  eyes  turned  on  Mr. 
Pickens,  who  laughed  too.] 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  Mr.  Robertson,  that  we  are  to  legislate  for 
posterity.  This  reminds  me  of  a debate  in  the  Irish 
parliament.  Some  member,  equally  fortunate,  had 
uttered  the  same  unwise  doctrine.  He  was  called 
to  account  in  the  severest  manner.  The  Irishman 
rose  to  explain:  “Mister  Spalcer,  by  posterity  I 

did  not  mane  our  ancistors,  but  the  gineration  that 
immadiately  sooccaded  thim,  and  hence  I say  that 
as  postheritv  can  do  no  goode  to  us,  lit  postherity 
take  care  of  itsel.”  The  gentleman’s  reason  for 


not  legislating  for  posterity  are  equally  lucid  with 
those  of  the  Irishman.  [Here  the  laughter  became 
so  loud,  and  continued  so  long,  that  Mr.  Johnson 
caught  the  infection,  and  laughed  too.] 

This  same  gentleman  tells  us,  sir,  of  his  voting 
for  the  bill  brought  in  in  1824,  by  gen.  Gordon.  I 
sat,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  ayes  and  noes  on  that 
bill  were  taken  just  where  our  distinguished  senator 
novvsits.  [Mr.  Websterwas  sittingon  the  platform 
on  the  left  of  the  chairman.  All  eyes  were  turned 
towards  him.  He  blushed  to  the  eyes — pretty  good 
for  a lawyer!]  I was  philosophising.  Some  mem- 
bers turned  pale — some  red— some  tidgetted — some 
were  silent,  and  some  walked  out  of  the  house, 
when  their  names  were  called.  But  the  old  hard- 
ened sinners,  the  regular  green  bag  politicians,  nev- 
er blenched  or  blushed.  They  voted  with  all  the 
sang  froid  of  the  Indian.  Among  the  latter,  I noti- 
ced my  able  friend,  the  member  from  Virginia,  Mr. 
Robertson.  [Convulsed  laughter.  Mr.  R.  blushed 
this  time.] 

He  talks,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  divorce.  Why,  sir, 
he  tried  to  marry  the  people  to  this  same  measure  in 
1834.  It  was  a skeleton,  then,  he  says.  Now,  I 
have  no  love  for  skeletons.  How  is  it  that  his  love 
has  cooled  down  when  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  has  given  his  skeleton 
flesh,  blood,  fair  proportion,  and  beauty?  He  is  now 
opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  measure — then  he  was 
for  it.  Was  it  because  the  gentleman,  being  scarce 
of  flesh  and  blood  himself,  felt  a sympathy  towards 
general  Gordon’s  bony  skeleton?  [Mr.  R.  is  very 
thin.]  Forfend  me  from  such  nuptials!  [Poor  Ro- 
bertson looked  as  ifhe  could  shoot  Johnson.  Laugh- 
ter louder  than  ever.] 

Mr.  Johnson  continued  for  one  hour  and  a half  in 
this  felicitous  strain,  exposing  the  vanity,  folly,  igno- 
rance, and  wickedness  of  the  politicians  on  the  floor 
of  the  house.  I have  given  you  the  marrow  of  his 
discourse.  He  wound  up  by  shewing  the  disastrous 
effects  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amendment  upon  the  pro- 
ductive labor  of  the  country.” 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  J.  Q.  ADAMS, 

In  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on 
the  W.h  of  October,  1837,  upon 

NOUNS,  PRONOUNS,  VERBS  AND  ADVERBS. 

The  following  bill  from  the  senate  being  under 
consideration,  in  committee  of  the  whole: 

An  act  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the 
late  deposite  hanks. 

Be  it  enacted,  §c.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  continue  to 
withdraw  the  public  moneys  now  remaining  in  any 
of  the  former  deposite  banks,  in  a manner  as  gra- 
dual and  convenient  to  the  institutions  as  shall  be 
consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be  drawn; 
and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which 
those  deposites  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of 
any  bank  which  has  met,  and  shall  hereafter  meet, 
the  requisitions  of  the  department.  This  provision 
shall  also  extend  to  such  public  moneys  as  may  re- 
main in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  as  he  shall  malte  them,  in  conformity  with 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  suits  shall  be  instituted, 
where  that  has  not  already  been  done,  to  recover 
the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States,  unless  the 
defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  execut- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  a 
bond,  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  to  pay  to  the  United  States  the 
whole  moneys  due  from  it  in  three  instalments;  the 
first  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  -of  four  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  second  at  the  ex- 
piration of  six  months,  and  the  remaining  instal- 
ment at  the  expiration  of  nine  months  from  the 
same  period;  and  interest  thereupon  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  de- 
fault, together  with  any  damages  which  may  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  from  protests  of  drafts 
drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any  other  consequence  of 
its  failure  to  fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  public  trea- 
sury. 

Passed  the  senate  September  19,  1837. 

Asbury  Dickens,  secretary. 

To  this  bill  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  had  mov- 
ed, in  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  on  the  10th  of  October,  the  following 
amendment  to  the  first  section: 

“Providing,  that  all  banks  give  security  for  the 
payment  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  on  all  sums 
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of  money  remaining  in  their  possession  as  depo- 
sites.” 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  said  he  had  some  inquiries 
to  make  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  what  banks  the 
following  words  were  intended  to  apply:  “And  that 
no  farther  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which  those  deposites 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank,  which 
has  met,  and  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  department.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  answered  his  own- interrogatory, 
by  reading  from  the  bill  itself.  The  section  simply 
meant  to  hold  the  deposite  banks  to  the  perform- 
ance of  their  obligations. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  He  could  not  perceive  the 
need  of  any  law  at  all  on  the  subject,  unless  there 
was  some  particular  allusion  in  this  provision  of 
the  bill  to  delinquent  banks.  According  to  this 
reply  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  banks  that  have  paid  every  dollar  they 
owed  the  treasury,  and  faithfully  complied  with 
their  engagements,  are  to  be  treated  precisely  as 
defaulting  banks  are. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  remarked  that  the  act  would  hold 
out  inducements  to  comply  faithfully  with  their  en- 
gagements. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  of  what  earthly  use  is  it  to 
make  such  an  inducement  for  those  banks  which 
have  already  and  always  done  this?  This  was 
somewhat  insulting  to  such  institutions.  The 
question  was  not  answered;  and  he  conceived  that 
if  the  bill  were  to  pass  in  its  present  form,  it  would 
not  operate  as  any  relief  to  the  deposite  banks,  being 
simply  an  act  declaring  that  the  government  will 
not  charge  with  unlawful  interest  any  institution 
which  has  always  faithfully  performed  its  engage- 
ments. The  law  would  be  a perfect  dead  letter.— 
And  here  Mr  .Adams  referred  again  to  the  language 
of  the  bill.  It  provides,  Jie  said,  that  the  money  was 
to  be  positively  drawn — ih  a gradual  manner — with 
no  further  interest  chargeable  thereon  than  that  pro- 
vided by  the  deposite  aCf  of  1836,  to  a!ny  bank  which 
hJSs  met,  and  which  shall Its  engagements. 
If  a bank  had  not  complied  with  its  engageme#%i 
though  the  default  should'  be  ever  'so  Small,  tlijs 
section  has  no  application  to  the  case.  It  sim- 
ply says  to  those  which  have  fulfilled  all  their  en- 
gagements, we  will  not  play  the  Shylock  with  you, 
because  you  have  been  true  to  your  engagements. 
The  next  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  put  the 
claims  described  in  the  first  section  in  suit/  This 
certainly  could  not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  only 
banks  to  which  any  direct  allusion  is  had  in  that 
section  are  those  which  have  met  and  shall  meet  all 
their  engagements.  This  was  the  first  inquiry  Mr. 
Adams  wished  to  make.  The  committee  could  de- 
cide for  themselves  how  far  it  had  been  answered, 
and  what  necessity  there  was  for  the  passage  of  any 
such  law  as  is  now  proposed. 

The  second  question  he  Would  propound,  (and 
he  asked  pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  for  troubling  him,  but  he  confessed 
that  his  faculties  of  comprehension  did  not  permit 
him  to  understand  the  phraseology  of  the  bill),  was, 
what  is  meant  by  “no  farther  interest”  in  this  sec- 
tion? He  would  ask,  what  “farther interest”  could 
be  demanded  than  that  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
1836?  The  object  of  a law  was  ever  to  remedy 
some  existing  evil;  but  in  this  case  the  terms  of  the 
law  itself  deny  that  any  evil  exists, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  quickly,  and  remarked,  that 
at  so  late  a period  of  the  session,  the  last  working 
night,  he  could  not  waste  his  time  in  discussing 
nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Well,  sir,  as  language  is 
composed  of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and  ad- 
verbs, when  they  are  put  together  to  constitute  the 
law  of  the  land,  the  meaning  of  them  may  surely  be 
demanded  of  the’legislator,  and  those  parts  of  speech 
may  well  be  used  for  such  a purpose.  But  if  such 
explanation  be  impossible,  it  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  expected  that  this  house  will  consent  to  pass  a 
law  composed  of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and 
adverbs,  which  the  author  of  it  himself  does  not 
dnderstand. 

But,  sir,  the  act  goes  on  to  provide  as  follows: 
“This  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneys  as  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks, 
whether  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  disbursing  or  other 
public  officer  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Adams  would  ask,  what  suit  could  be  brought 
on  the  first  section  of  this  bill  against  any  bank  or 
corporation?  It  operates  on  nothing.  It  is  a dead 
letter,  and  ought  not  to  be  adopted  by  this  commit- 
tee. 


Mr.  A.  presumed  that  the  bill  was  susceptible  of 
amendment;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  or  any  other  gentleman  would 
move  such  a one  as  would  make  the  bill  operative 
for  some  end  or  object,  he  would  go  for  such  an 
amendment,  although  he  should  afterwards  vote 
against  the  bill.  He  should  not  himself  olfer  any 
such  amendment.  He  would  suppose  that  it  was 
generally'  believed  by  members,  who  had  not  par- 
ticularly noted  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  that  it 
was  intended  to  relieve  delinquent  deposite  banks — 
banks  which  had  suspended  specie  payments — 
banks  which  had  not  met  the  requisitions  of  the  de- 
partment— banks  which  had  dishonored  its  drafts, 
and  thereby  become  liable  to  the  demand  of  some 
further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
act  of  23d  June,  1836;  which  further  interest  it  is 
the  purpose  of  this  provision  of  the  bill  to  relin- 
quish, on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But  this 
section  has  no  reference  to  any  such  bank.  It  ap- 
plies solely  and  exclusively  to  banks  which  have 
met,  and  shall  meet,  all  the  requisitions  of  the  depart- 
ment— which  have  not  suspended  specie  payments 
— which  have  punctually  paid,  and  shall  hereafter 
pay,  every  dollar  of  draft  due  by  them;  and  with 
exquisite  absurdity  this  section  provides  that  no 
further  interest  shall  be  demanded  of  them  than 
that  required  by  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836; 
that  is,  that  the  government  will  not  demand  of 
them  that  which  it  has  not  the  shadow  or  pretence 
of  a right  to  demand.  Now,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would 
suppose  it  intended  to  apply  to  the  delinquent 
banks,  and  he  must  ask  another  question,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  o( 
ways  and  means,  might  seem  to  betray  great  igno- 
rance on  his  part,  and  that  was,  what  was  the  true 
import  of  the  proviso  contained  in  this  bill,  that  “no 
further  interest  shall  be  demanded  of  the  banks, 
though  delinquent,  than  that  required  by  the  depo- 
site act  of  23d  June,  1836. 

It  was  necessary  to  presuppose,  in  order  to  give 
any  meaning  to  this  passage,  that  the  government 
have  a right  to  demand  somethiug  more  than  this: 
and  although  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  was  so  unwilling  to  answer  his  ques- 
tions, he  must  still  hold  him  responsible  to  the  com- 
mittee for  a proper  explanation  of  his  own  proposi- 
japn . And  what  does  the  government,  in  this  sec- 
Moh,  resign  by  this  promise?  What  is  the  sub- 
stance of  this  promise?  What  right  have  we  to 
demand  what  this  bill  makes-ps  promise  to  resign? 
Mr.  A.  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  some  penalty 
incurred  by  the  delinquent  banks,  in  not  meeting 
the  demands  of  the  government,  that  was  intended 
hereby  to  be  relinquished,  on  certain  conditions. 
By  the  charters  of  most  banks,  so  far’  as  he  knew, 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  forleited  their 
charters,  or  subjected  them  to  the  payment  of  ex- 
traordinary interest.  The  chartered'  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States  required  the  payment  of  twelve 
per  cent,  per  annum  interest  after  refusal  to  pay 
specie;  and  the  banks  of  his  own  state,  (Massachu- 
setts), by  suspending  specie  payments,  incurred 
the  penalty  of  paying  twenty-four  per  cent,  inter- 
est. Mr.  A took  this  section  to  apply  to  such  pro- 
visions as  these  in  the  charters  of  the  deposite 
banks;  and  he'demanded  again  for  whom  this  relief 
was  intended?  What  is  relinquished  in  each  of  the 
contemplated  cases?  The  country  should  know. 
It  was  not  our  own  claims  that  were  to  be  given  up 
or  compromised,  but  those  of  the  people  ot  the 
United  States.  It  was  their  money  which  these 
banks  were  refusing  to  pay.  Now  this  bill  pro- 
mises to  relinquish  every  thing — the  penalty,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  in  each  case — the  extra  interest — 
every  thing,  in  short,  if  the  banks  will  only  pay  the 
government  what  they  owe  in  a reasonable  time. 
Now,  will  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  tell  this  committee  what  this  is  which 
he  proposes  to  give  away,  and  relinquish  to  these 
banks,  in  the  name  of  the  people? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  had  but  one  way  of  re- 
sponding to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He 
would  call  for  the  consideration  of  some  other  bills 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  order,  and  the  latter  resumed 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  remarked  that,  by  a pro- 
vision in  the  charter  of  one  of  the  banks  alluded  to, 
the  bank  of  Alabama,  no  penalty  for  the  non-re- 
demption of  its  notes  in  specie  could  be  demanded 
by  the  United  States  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  how  it  then  happened  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  had  confided  the  public 
money  to  an  institution  in  which  it  was  not  pro- 
tected by  the  liability  of  such  institution  to  the 
same  penality  as  in  other  cases?  It  was  the  duty 
of  congress  to  see  that  justice  was  done  to  this  gov- 
ernment asto  the  keeping  safely  of  the  public  moneys 


If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  bad  acted  thus,  he 
had  wasted,  and  risked  the  safety  of  the  money  of” 
the  people. 

But  the  section  referred  to  does  not  apply  even 
to  the  bank  of  Alabama.  Even  though  that  Insti- 
tution ha3  failed  to  comply  with  its  obligations  to 
the  government,  it  is  not  held  by  any  penalty  in  the 
act  before  the  committee  to  answer  for  its  delin- 
quency. It  is  perfectly  clear,  and  may  safely  con- 
tinue in  such  delinquency,  for  this  provision  oflhe 
act  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  even  if  passed,  a 
dead  letter.  And  thus  gentlemen  are  in  a dilemma- 
Either  the  bank  has  subjected  itself  to  the  payment: 
of  extra  interest  by  refusing  to  pay  specie,  or  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  made  with  that  bank 
a ruinous  bargain,  (so  far  as  the  country  is  concern- 
ed), by  which  it  escapes  with  impunity.  And,  by 
the  way,  it  might  be  remarked,  said  Mr.  A.  that 
this  answers  another  gentleman  who  bad  complain- 
ed of  the  bill  before  the  committee  as  an  ex  post 
facto  law,  and  oppressive  and  cruel  in  its  operations 
upon  the  state  he  came  from.  Certainly  there  was 
nothing  cruel  in  the  terms  of  the  act;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  excessively  indulgent  to  all  the  de- 
linquent banks. 

Mr.  A.  remarked,  that  the  committee  now  per- 
ceived the  relation  in  which  the  bank  of  Alabama 
stood  to  the  state  itself:  the  bank  itself  being  the 
state.  But  it  had  been  said  by  a gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Chambers ),  that  it  was  impossible 
in  this  particular  case,  to  raise  the  money  required. 
What,  sir,  (asked  Mr.  A.),  is  the  credit  of  the  state 
of  Alabama  worth  nothing?  Sir  could  not  the  state 
of  Alabama  raise  by  her  credit,  in  twenty -four 
hours  a loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  pay  off 
this  debt  of  her  bank?  (Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alaba- 
ma, said,  “yes,  at  live  per  cent,  interest.”)  It  was 
then,  perfectly  possible,  and  it  was  natural  that  the 
gentlemen  from  that  state  should  feel  indignant  at 
the  imputation  that  it  was  not,  especially  when,  as 
had  been  said  by  one  of  them  (Mr.  Chapman) , that 
that  state  could,  at  any  moment,  raise  a loan  of 
a million  of  dollars!  And  where,  then  (asked  Mr. 
A.)  would  be  the  charge  of  cruelty,  on  the  part  of 
this  dead  letter  law? 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  A.  did 
not  know  any  very  strong  objections  which  could 
be  brought  against  it.  He  reteri  ed  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  June,  1836,  depositing  the  surplus  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury  with  the  states,  and  adverted  to 
the  facts  that  three  of  the  instalments,  authorized  by 
that  act  of  congress,  had  been  paid  over,  and  that 
the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  the 
current  month,  had  been  postponed,  by  a recent  act, 
until  January,  1839.  In  connection  with  these 
facts,  Mr.  A.  took  a comparative  view  of  the 
amounts  to  which  the  states  were  severally  entitled, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1S37,  under  the  deposite  act 
of  J une,  1836,  and  of  the  amounts  of  public  moneys 
actually  on  deposite  with  the  several  states,  in  July 
and  August,  1837,  observing  that  he  derived  these 
statements  from  the  report  ot  the  secretary  ot  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  A.),  there  is  one 
point  of  view  in  which  this  bill,  together  with  that 
to  which  it  is  a mere  supplement  or  rider — I mean 
the  bill  far  the  postponement  ot  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  (he  deposites  with  the  States — is  so  deeply 
interesting  to  my  immediate  constituents,  to  those 
of  my  colleagues,  and  to  those  ol  many  other  mem- 
bers of  Jhis  house,  that  I deem  it  my  indispensable 
duty  to  expose  it  to  the  house  and  to  the  country, 
in  minute,  though  in  dry  and  tedious  detail.  As  a 
preliminary  to  which,  l must  read  so  much  ol  the 
deposite  act  ot  the  23d  ol  June,  1836,  as  prescribes 
the  payment  of  the  deposites  to  the  States.  It  is  in 
these  words: 

“Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
ney which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum 
of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
representation  in  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives efthe  United  States,  as  shall  by  law  author- 
ize their  treasurers  or  other  competent  authorities 
to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms  hereinafter  spe- 
cified, &c.  , , ,,  . , 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
deposites  shall  be  made  with  the  said  States  in  the 
following  proportions,  and  at  the  follow  ing  times,  o 
wit:  one-quarter  part  on  the  first  day  ot  January, 
1837,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be:  one-quarter 
part  on  the  first  day  of  April:  one-quarter  part  on 
the  first  day  of  July:  and  one-quarter  part  on  rhe 
first  day  of  October,  all  of  the  same  year. 

The  conditions  were  accepted  by  all  the  states. 
The  pledge,  you  will  observe,  was  positive  and 
unqualified.  The  surplus  (reserving  the  five  mil- 
lions) actually  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  ot 
January  last,  was  all  positively  and  expressly  de- 
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voted  to  be  deposited  with  the  states.  The  word 
appropriated  was  not  used,  because  it  was  to  be  a 
deposite;  but  the  identical  money  was  as  specifical- 
ly denoted  as  it  could  have  been  by  a direct  appro- 
priation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1337,  the 
secretary  ofthe  treasury  reported  to  the  speaker  ol 
the  house  of  representatives,  that  the  balance  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  day  of  that  month,  subject  to  be 
apportioned  among  the  different  states,  had  been 
ascertained  to  be  thirty-seven  million  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  dollars  ninety-seven  cents.  And  appended 
to  that  report  was  a statement  ofthe  sums  payable 
to  each  of  the  several  states  of  the  union,  in  the 
fulfilment  of  that  act  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  instalments  have  ac- 
cordingly been  paid;  excepting  a part  of  the  third, 
which  yet  remains  in  transitu:  and  on  the  first  day 
of  this  month  the  sum  of  9,367,214  dollars  99  cents 
should  have  been  paid  to  the  several  states  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  three  previous  instalments 
had  been  paid,  and  as  had  been  specified  in  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  house  of 
the  3d  of  January,  1337. 

The  money  was,  on  the  1st  of  October,  all  in  the 
deposite  banics  selected  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury himself.  It  was  to  have  been  expected  that 
with  the  ample  notice  which  he  had  enjoyed  of 
more  than  fifteen  months  since  the  enactment  ofthe 
deposite  law,  he  would  at  least  have  taken  care  to 
place  in  the  deposite  banks  of  each  state  a sum  ade- 
quate to  the  payment  of  the  instalment  payable  to 
that  same  state.  By  this  simple  operation,  when 
the  first  day  of  October  came,  the  instalment  due 
each  state  would  have  been  deposited  in  its  own 
banks,  ready  to  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  its  trea- 
surer, or  other  officer  duly  authorized  to  receive 
the  money. 

Instead  of  this,  what  had  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  done  with  it?  I hold  in  my  hand  a compa- 
rative statement  of  the  sums  which  each  of  the 
states  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  June, 
1836,  entitled,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837,  to  re- 
ceive, with  the  sums  in  actual  deposite,  in  tile  late 
deposite  banics  throughout  the  union,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  again  with 
tl*e  balances  due  by  the  same  deposite  banks  on  the 
4th  of  October,  three  days  after  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposite  with  the  states  should  have 
been  paid. 

It  is  a very  curious  paper;  and,  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  laid  before 
the  house,  and  obtained  an  order  for  the  printing 
of  a statement  by  himself  of  the  condition  of  the 
treasury,  if  I possessed  as  much  as  he  does  of  tile 
favor  of  the  house,  I would  solicit  the  same  privi- 
lege for  this  statement  of  mine,  all  drawn  from  the 
reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  himself. — 
But  I shall  not  make  that  request.  I shall  merely 
publish  it  for  the  information  of  the  people,  and  I 
commend  it  to  the  special  attention  of  the  members 
upon  this  floor,  of  what  used  to  be  called  the  good 
old  thirteen  states;  above  all,  to  the  representatives 
of  the  six  New  England  states,  that  they  may  see 
how  naturally  the  money  of  this  union  flows  to  the 
north  or  to  the  east.  And  as  some  of  them  have 
been  taught,  by  sundry  learned  statistics  of  the 
Globe,  to  think  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  deposites  ought  to  be  repealed  be- 
cause it  would  require  a new  tax  upon  the  people. 
I respectfully  ask  them  to  perform  the  simple  pro- 
cess of  arithmetical  subtraction  of  nine  million 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents, 
the  whole  sum  which  should  have  been  paid  to  the 
states  on  the  first  of  October,  from  the  sum  of  nine 
million  eight  hundred  and  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents, 
which  on  that  very  first  of  October  was  actually 
deposited  in  the-  favorite  depository  banks  so  cor- 
dially cherished  and  so  often  eulogized  by  the  pro- 
found calculator  of  the  treasury  department.  The 
money  was  all  there.  At  least  it  had  been  all  there; 
and  if  it  had  been,  at  the  special  recommendation 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  scattered  abroad 
in  discounts  among  the  people,  to  purchase  friends 
to  the  administration,  he  was  at  least  responsible 
that  the  money  should  be  forthcoming,  when  it 
should  be  wanted  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. He  had,  I say,  more  than  fifteen  months’ 
notice  of  that  coming  day — more  than  ten  months’ 
notice  of  it  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  any  of  the  banks.  The  specie  circular 
was  issued  within  twenty  days  after  the  enactment 
of  the  deposite  law.  Nothing  but  tlie  constitution- 
al currency,  gold  and  silver,  was,  with  a trifling  ex- 
ception, to  be  received  at  all  the  land  offices  for  the 
proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Why  is  it 
that  the  secretary  tiad  not,  before  the  first  of  Octo- 


ber, 1837,  placed  in  deposite  in  the  banks  of  each 
state  in  the  union  a sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  in- 
stalment due  to  that  state  on  that  day?  Why  is  it 
that  after  draining  the  Atlantic  states  of  their  gold 
and  silver,  to  pay  at  western  land  offices,  and  into 
western  banks,  for  all  the  wild  speculations  in  wes- 
tern lands,  when  the  day  of  payment  comes  for  the 
fourth  instalment,  the  funds  are  found  all  or  nearly 
all  drawn  off  from  all  the  deposite  banks  in  the 
Atlantic  states,  and  millions  upon  millions,  not  of 
constitutional  currency,  but  of  unavailable  funds  of 
rags  and  shin-plasters,  are  heaped  up  in  those  very 
western  and  south-western  states,  where  the  land 
was  sold,  and  where  the  specie  circular  was  to  prove 
a mine,  “outshining  far  the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of 
Ind?” 

[Mr.  A.  referred  to  the  following  statement, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand:] 

Comparative  statement  of  the  stuns  which  each  state  of  the 
union  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  entitled 
to  receive  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837— with  the  sums 
which  were  actually  in  deposite  in  the  deposite  banks  of 
each  state,  in  July  and  August,  1837,  as  appears  in  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  finances,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session — and  with  the  balances 
still  due  by  the  said  banks  on  the  4th  of  October,  1837,  ac- 
cording to  the  treasurer’s  weekly  statement  of  that  date, 
appended  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  of  6th  October,  1837:  show- 
ing the  sums  drawn  from  the  deposite  banks  between  Au- 
gust and  October. 

TABLE. 


Deposites  due  lo  the  several 
stales  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1837. 

Actual  depo- 
sites,  July  & 
August, 1837. 

Balances  still 
due4thOcto- 
ber,  1837. 

Maine 

10 

318,612 

t 

5 

117,042 

3 

41,708 

63,635 

New  Hampshire 

7 

223,028 

6 

114,026 

81,278 

5 

Massachusetts 

14 

446,057 

4 

4 

42,891 

Rhode  Island 

4 

127.445 

2 

5,433 

2 

1,131 

Vermont 

7 

223,028 

2 

588 

2 

46) 

Connecticut 

8 

254,890 

2 

31 ,629 

3 

7,401 

New  York 

42 

1.338,173 

15 

1,386,919 

14 

803,570 

New  Jersey 

8 

254,890 

3 

95,506 

3 

37,292 

Pennsylvania 

30 

955,838 

2 

255,445 

3 

131,857 

Delaware 

3 

95,583 

1 

2,906 

280,198 

1 

2,906 

Maryland 

10 

318.612 

2 

2 

212,102 

Virginia 

23 

732,809 

4 

403,136 

146,030 

3 

739,302 

North  Carolina 

15 

477,919 

i 

1 

64,638 

South  Carolina 

11 

350,474 

2 

111,590 

2 

125,433 

Georgia 

11 

350,474 

3 

172,269 

3 

119,706 

Alabama 

7 

223,028 

1 

1,020,856 

i 

906,379 

Mississippi 

4 

127,445 

2 

1,744,373 

2 

1,656,367 

Louisiana 

5 

159,306 

2 

1,456,023 

o 

918,749 

Missouri 

4 

127,445 

1 

589.327 

o 

355,280 

Kentucky 

15 

477,919 

4 

843,246 

4 

845,053 

Tennessee 

15 

477,919 

2 

514,516 

2 

182,932 

Ohio 

21 

669.086 

8 

1,127,979 

8 

960,061 

Indiana 

9 

286,751 

5 

743,129 

5 

660,723 

Illinois 

5 

159,306 

1 

39,795 

i 

39,323 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

3 

3 

95,583 

95,583 

2 

998,050 

2 

882,994 

9,367,214 

12,275,302 

9,801,921 

[In  the  above  table  Mr.  A.  was  so  particular  as 
to  calculate  not  only  tile  cents,  but  the  fractions  of 
cents,  in  the  proportion  of  the  surplus  due  to  each 
state;  but,  for  the  sake  of  compressing  the  table 
into  the  width  of  the  newspaper  column,  we  have 
omitted  both  the  cents  and  the  fractions.] 

Let  us  now  compare  the  three  columns  of  this 
comparative  statement  with  each  other,  and  see 
how  the  different  states  of  the  union  hav#  been 
treated,  first  by  the  deposite  law,  the  act  of  con- 
gress, and  secondly  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury and  the  executive  administiation. 

The  first  column  shows  the  sum  which  each  state, 
of  the  union  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June, 
1836,  entitled  on  the  1st  of  this  present  month  of 
October  to  receive. 

The  second  column  shows  tile  amount  which  the 
deposite  banks  in  each  state  had  received  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  was  due  from  them 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

The  third  column  shows  the  amount  of  balances 
still  due  from  the  same  deposite  banks  on  the  4th 
day  of  the  present  month,  that  is,  precisely  at  the 
time  when  the  fourth  instalment  should  have  been 
paid. 

Examine  this  statement,  and  you  will  find  that 
on  the  first  of  this  month  the  state  of  Maine  was 
entitled  to  receive  318,612  dollars  75  cpnts;  that  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session  there  were  in  the 
five  deposite  banks  of  that  state  only  117,042  dol- 
lars 95  cents;  and  that  on  the  4th  of  October  that 
sum  had  been  reduced  to  41.708  dollars  and  92  cts. 
Maine,  therefore,  was  entitled  to  receive  largely 
more  than  300,000  dollars.  She  had  received  in 
deposite  in  her  banks  on  the  first  day  of  this  session, 
117,000  dollars;  and  this  scanty  sum  had,  on  the  1st 
of  October,  been  reduced  lo  41,708  dollars  92  cents. 
Little  short  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  has  thus  been  filched  from  the  people  ofthe 
state  of  Maine,  and  given,  for  the  present  at  least, 
to  the  states  at  the  south  and  western  extremities 
of  the  Union. 


*No.  of  electoral  voles.  fNo.  of  banks.  |No.  of  banks. 


The  state  of  New  Hampshire  was  entitled  to  re- 
vive 223,028  dollars  and  92  cents.  She  had  in 
six  deposite  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  114,026  dollars  and  31  cents;  out  of  which 
were  squeezed  before  the  4th  of  October  so  much 
as  left  only  63,635  dollars  98  cents.  Her  contribu- 
tion to  the  southwestern  banks  was  only  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  secreta- 
ry cannot  be  charged  with  partiality  to  his  native 
state.  How  is  it  with  mine?  Massachusetts  was 
entitled  to  receive  446,057  dollars  and  85  cents. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  session  she  had  in 
four  banks  81,278  dollars  and  -10  cents;  which  on 
the  4th  of  October  was  reduced  to  42,891  dollars 
and  30  cents;  but,  in  the  last  return  of  the  treasu- 
rer’s accounts,  several  new  columns  are  introduced, 
one  of  which  is  o ( over -drafts,  and  two  ofthe  Mas- 
sachusetts banks  are  credited  with  these  over-drafts 
to  the  amount  of  13,000  dollars,  which  if  subtract- 
ed from  the  balance  still  charged  against  them,  will 
leave  it  less  than  30,000  dollars".  It  is  indeed 
doubtful  whether,  at  this  day,  there  is  a dollar  due 
from  the  late  deposite  banks  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Her  present 
loss  by  the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment 
is  at  least  equal  to  the  whole  sum  which  she  was 
entitled  to  receive,  little  short  of  450,000  dollars. 

Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  may  also 
well  make  up  their  accounts  lor  a present  total 
loss. 

Rhode  Island  was  entitled  to  receive  127,445 
dollars  and  10  cents.  She  had  in  two  banks  at  the 
commencement  ofthe  session  5,433  dollars  6 cents 
— reduced  on  the  4th  of  October  to  1,133  dollars 
41  cents. 

The  portion  of  Vermont  on  the  1st  of  October 
was  223,023  dollars  92  cents,  the  same  as  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  same  as  Alabama.  But  the 
amount  of  balance  due  from  the  two  deposite  banks 
in  Vermont  was,  at  the  commencement  ofthe  ses- 
sion, 588  dollars  64  cents,  and  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber 466  dollars  83  cents;  while  the  balance  due 
from  the  single  deposite  bank  of  Alabama  was,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  one  million  and 
tw'enty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  dol- 
lars and  twenty-six  cents,  and  on  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober nine  hundred  and  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  dollars  23  cents,  and  this 
bank  of  Alabama  is  the  property  of  the  state.  I 
have  seen  lately  some  vain  boastings  in  certain 
public  journals,  that  the  administration  was  go- 
ing ahead,  and  growing  popular  in  the  state  of 
Vermont.  I should  like  to  hear  what  the  Green 
Mountain  boys  will  say  to  this  administration  mode 
of  settling  parallel  accounts.  The  state  of  Con- 
necticut was,  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  entitled  by  the 
deposite  act  to  the  receipt  of  254,890  dollars  and  20 
cents.  The  balance  due  from  her  two  deposite 
banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
was  31,629  dollars  18  cents;  and  from  her  three  de- 
posite banks  on  the  4th  of  October  current,  was 
7,409  dollars  and  2 cents.  How  it'happened  that 
there  was  on  the  4th  of  October  one  more  discarded 
bank  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  than  there  had 
been  at  the  commencement  ofthe  session,  I do  not 
know;  but  as  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  balance 
due  from  the  three  banks  was  so  much  decreased 
from  that  which  had  been  due  by  the  two,  the  ad- 
dition of  one  to  the  defaulting  depositories  in  the 
last  account  scarcely  forms  a sufficient  cause  for 
inquiry  how  it  has  happened.  1 heard  a distin- 
guished member  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  on 
this  floor  deliver  an  able  and  very  earnest  speech 
in  favor  of  the  postponing  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
senate,  because  he  considered  it,  as  it  was,  a repeal, 
a total  and  final  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
which  would  have  replenished  the  treasury  of  his 
own  state  with  a sum  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars;  he  dreaded  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  this  sum,  if  the  instal- 
ment should  be  paid,  by  taxation.  Now  I put  it  to 
the  consideration  of  that  gentleman  and  of  his  con- 
stituents, that  there  can  be  no  possible  need  of  tax- 
ation to  raise  this  sum  at  all.  It  exists  as  it  existed 
when  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  announced 
the  depositable  surplus  in  the  treasury  on  the  first, 
of  January  last.  It  is  all,  as  it  was  then,  in  balan- 
ces due  from  the  southwestern  and  western  banks; 
those  very  balances,  the  prompt  payment  of  which, 
the  bill  now'  before  you  is  about  fo  relinquish.  Sir, 

I have  pointed  out  the  comparison  between  the 
3ums  which  each  of  the  New  England  states  sep- 
arately was  entitled  to  receive  on  the  first  of  this 
month  in  deposite,  and  the  sums  which  their  banks 
then  actually  had  in  deposite,  first,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session;  and,  secondly, 
one  month  later,  that  is,  on  the  4th  of  October. 
Let  us  now  make  the  same  comparison  in  the  ag- 
gregate. 

The  sum  which  the  six  New  England  states  were 
entitled  to  receive  on  the  first  of  this  month  by  the 
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deposite  act  was  one  million  five  hundred  and  nine- 


ty-three thousand  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  se- Oof  application  to  motives.  He  may  trace  the  cause 


chance  to  discover  some  insight  into  the  art  magic 


renty-seven  cents. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all 
their  repudiated  deposite  banks  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  was  three  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  less  than  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
alone  was  entitled  to  receive. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from 
the  same  banks  one  month  later,  on  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober, three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should 
have  been  paid,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and 
forty-six  cents,  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars less  than  the  state  of  Connecticut  alone  was 
entitled  to  receive  for  her  portion  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. 

Now  for  the  other  side  of  the  account. 

On  the  first  of  this  month,  the  state  of  Mississip- 
pi was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  of  June,  1836, 
entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  ten  cents,  precisely  the  same  portion 
as  that  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  balances  due  from  the  late  deposite  banks  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  were  one  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-three  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

The  balances  due  from  the  same  banks  on  the 
4th  of  October,  three  days  after  the  fourth  instal- 
ment should  have  been  paid,  were  one  million  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  and  thirty  three  cents. 

If  you  deduct  from  the  whole  amount  payable  to 
the  six  New  England  states  for  the  fourth  instal- 
ment the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from 
all  their  deposite  banks,  there  will  remain  due  one 
million  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents 
payable  to  them. 

If  you  deduct  the  whole  sum  payable  for  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  from 
the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  on  the  4th  of 
October  by  her  late  deposite  banks,  there  will  re- 
main due  from  them  the  sum  of  one  million  five 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  balances  due,  therefore,  from,  the  deposite 
banks,  in  the  single  state  of  Mississippi,  a state  with 
four  electoral  votes,  are  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  more  than  adequate  to  pay  the  whole  fourth 
instalment  receivable  by  herself,  and  by  the  six  New 
England  states. 

Suppose  we  state  the  two  cases  in  the  form  of 
accounts  current. 

Dr.  United  States  of  America,  in  account  with  the 
six  New  England  states.  Cr. 

1837.  1st  Oct.  To  fourth 
instalment  - 1,593,063  77 

By  balances  in  all  their  deposite 

'banks 157,245  46 

Due  to  the  six  states  - - 1,435,818  31 


1,593,063  77 

Dr.  United  States  of  America,  in  account  with  the 
state  of  Mississippi.  Cr. 

1337.  1st  Oct.  To  fourth 
instalment  - 127,445  10 

To  balances  due  by  her  1,528,922  23 


1,656,367  33 

By  balances  in  her  deposite  banks  1,656,367  33 

Sir,  I hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  raising  by  taxation  upon  the  people,  the  sums 
necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

I will  not  pursue  this  comparative  review  of  the 
sums  due  to  each  state  for  the  fourth  instalment, 
and  of  the  sums  due  from  the  deposite  banks  in 
each  state  through  the  whole  twenty-five,  (for  it 
seems  there  was  no  deposite  bank  in  Arkansas;) 
but  if  any  indifferent  person  or  philosophical  obser- 
ver will  compare  the  relative  amount  of  the  three 
several  columns  against  the  name  of  each  state,  in 
this  table,  and  then  mark  the  names  in  the  lists  of 
yeas  and  nays  upon  your  journal,  first  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  deposite  in- 
stalment, and  then  on  the  passage  of  this  act,  I do 
assure  him  that  he  will  discover  secrets  worth 
knowing.  He  will  find  in  these  elements  a key  to 
the  system  of  measures  prepared  by  the  present  ex- 
ecutive for  the  action  of  congress,  in  this  emergen- 
cy, for  relief  to  the  distress  of  the  country.  He 
will  see  how  these  measures  were  adapted  in  ad- 
vance to  each  other — how  the  excessive  balances 
due  from  one  set  of  states  were  to  be  made  easy,  by 
withholding  from  another  set  of  states  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, to  which  they  were  entitled.  He  may 


of  that  uneasy  solicitude  manifested  by  more  than 
one  member  from  the  debtor  states,  when  the 
postponement  bill  was  on  its  passage,  to  set  it 
aside  and  take  up  this  bill,  before  they  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  ay  or  no  upon  that. 

This  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  senate,  was  not 
sufficiently  indulgent  to  their  delinquent  banks. 
Instead  of  four,  six,  and  nine  months  of  delay  be- 
fore they  should  be  called  to  disgorge  their  millions 
upon  millions  of  the  public  spoils,  nine,  fifteen, 
twenty-one  months  of  time  were  to  be  granted 
them,  without  even  they  payment  of  interest  to  the 
plundered  sister  states.  And  here,  on  this  floor, 
we  beheld  a pledge  demanded  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and  given  by  him,  in  (he  face  of  the 
house,  that  when  that  bill  should  have  passed,  and 
this  one  should  be  taken  up,  a liberal  indulgence  of 
time  should  be  allowed  to  the  over-burdened  and 
discarded  depository  banks.  That  bargain  was  not 
only  concluded  in  the  presence  of  the  house,  but 
was  signally  and  indignantly  rebuked  at  the  time 
by  two  members  of  the  house,  one  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Dawson)  and  one  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Samson 
Mason;)  yet  we  are  now  witnessing  its  consumma- 
tion. This  bill  is  the  equivalent  for  the  votes  in- 
dispensable to  carry  that — this  amendment  is  the 
premium,  pud.icitiee  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  chastity 
in  the  accomplishment  of  that. 

Sir,  when  that  bill  came  from  the  senate,  and 
through  that  body  from  the  treasury,  it  came  with 
fraud  upon  its  face. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  called  the  gentlemen  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  order;  observing  that  that  was  not  the 
first  time  that  gentleman  had  thus  transgressed  the 
rules  of  order. 

The  chair  (Mr.  Howard,  of  Md.)  could  not  see 
the  relevancy  of  Mr.  A’s  remarks  to  the  subject 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Adams.  Am  I not  permitted  to  refer  to  a 
bill;  and  to  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  passed 
the  house,  without  which,  as  1 contend,  this  bill 
now  before  the  committee  would  not  be  here  at  all? 
[Cries  from  all  sides  of  the  house,  “go  on!  go  on!”] 
Mr.  Adams  resumed  the  thread  of  his  remarks. 
Yes,  sir,  it  came  with  fraud  upon  its  face.  It 
professed  to  be  a bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment; it  was,  in  fact,  a bill  to  repeal  it.  It  was,  in 
fact,  a bill  to  raise  revenue,  and  as  such,  not  having 
originated  ill  this  house,  ought  never  to  have  been 
entertained  by  it.  A member  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pickens)  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
made  it  what  it  professed  to  be,  a hill  to  postpone 
the  fourth  instalment  to  a day  fixed — the  first  of 
January,  1839,  to  which  I proposed  an  additional 
amendment,  appropriating  these  balances  due  from 
the  delinquent  banks  and  a supplementary  fund  if  it 
should  be  necessary,  for  punctual  payment  at  the 
day  fixed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  With  those  amendments  I pledg- 
ed myself  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

I was  full  aware  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  just  rights 
and  interests  of  my  own  constituents  to  which  I 
must  aSsent  by  voting  for  the  bill  in  that  form;  and 
I knew  that  I hazarded  incurring  the  displeasure  of 
some  of  them  by  yielding  so  much.  But  I knew 
they  were  a generous  people.  I came  here  knowing 
that  the  executive  administration  was  reduced  to 
great  straits  for  the  means  to  perform  the  pecuniary 
engagements  of  the  nation.  In  their  distress, 
however  brought  upon  themselves,  I saw  only  the 
distress  of  the  country,  and  trusted  that  my  con- 
stituents would  sustain  me,  in  giving  up  a portion 
of  their  just  claims  for  the  general  benefit  of  all. 
These  were  the  sentiments  with  which  I came  to 
Washington,  and,  as  a pledge  of  their  sincerity,  I 
offered,  with  these  amendments,  to  vote  for  that 
bill;  and  how  was  this  disposition  received  and  re- 
turned? The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  substantially  the  representative  of  the 
executive  in  this  house,  would  neither  accept  my 
amendment,  nor  that  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  He  forced  the  bill,  with  all  its  imperfec- 
tions on  its  head,  as  it  came  from  the  senate,  to  a 
third  reading;  and  he  carried  it  in  the  fullest  vote 
ever  taken  in  this  house  by  yeas  and  nays,  119  to 
117;  and  of  the  119,  one  was  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  so  voted,  as  he  declared  at  the 
time,  for  the  express  purpose  of  moving  a reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote,  which  he  immediately  did. 
The  real  vote,  therefore,  was  a tie,  118  to  118;  and 
if  the  bill  was  to  be  carried  at  all,  it  could  only  be 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  did  not  ven- 
ture upon  that  experiment.  He  voted  against  the 
reconsideration  himself,  but  he  suffered  it  to  be  car- 
ried by  his  friends.  My  amendment,  which  was 
nothing  more  than  a pledge  that  the  bill,  as  amended 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  should  be 
executed  in  good  faith,  he  still  refused  to  accept. 


Ninety-four  members  of  the  house  voted  for  my 
amendment.  I cannot  vouch  that  every  one  of  them 
would  have  voted  for  the  bill,  if  the  amendment 
had  been  adopted,  but  I would  have  voted  tor  it 
myself.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  a majority,  if 
not  all,  of  iny  colleagues  would  have  voted  for  it, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  60  or  more  affirmative 
votes  would  have  been  for  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
beyond  the  meager  majority  of  twelve,  which  was 
secured  only  by  accepting,  as  a lorlorn  hope,  the 
previously  rejected  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I impeach  the  sincerity  of  no  man 
upon  this  floor.  But  when  I saw  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  cling  so  tena- 
ciously to  that  bill  as  it  came  from  the  seriate;  when 
I saw  him,  at  the  last  gasp,  permit  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  be  carried 
against  his  own  vote,  to  save  the  life  of  the  bill; 
and  when  I saw  him  still  inflexibly  excluding  my 
amendment,  and  spurn  a majority  of  four-filths  of 
the  house,  on  the  passage  of  a bill  so  immensely 
important  to  the  administration  as  that  was,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  divert  my  own  mind  from  the 
inquiry  why  it  was  that  so  feeble  a majority,  pur- 
chased by  so  humiliating  a concession  as  had  been 
extorted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
should  have  been  preferred  to  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  obtained  by  the  mere  mite  of  additional  con- 
cession, yielded  by  a pledge  of faith  that  the  promise 
of  thatamendment  should  be  performed;  and  I could 
account  for  this  preference  no  otherwise  than  by 
the  belief  that  it  is  still  not  intended  that  the  fourth 
instalment  shall  ever  be  paid;  that  the  promise  to 
pay  it  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  is  a deception, 
and  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  fare  no  better  than  the  13th 
and  14th  sections  of  the  deposite  law  of  June 
23,  1836. 

How  far  this  apprehension  is  prophetic,  we  shall 
see  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  I now 
predict  that  the  present  postponement  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  another.  That,  as  the  1st  of  January, 
1S39,  shall  approach,  new  discoveries  will  he  made 
oftberagg'ed  nakedness  of  the  treasury;  and  then 
the  argument,  now  merely  fictitious,  may  be -urged 
in  sad  reality,  that  the  instalment  cannot  be  paid 
without  a new  tax  upon  the  people.  If  the  money 
now  in  the  defaulting  deposite  banks  should  be  col- 
lected by  the  government,  and  applied  to  other  pur- 
poses; to  be  sure,  in  that  case,  the  fourth  instalment 
cannot  be  paid  without  taxing  anew  the  people  to 
raise  the  money;  and  that  is  precisely  the  reason 
why  I anxiously  wished  to  appropriate  the  money 
while  it  was  there.  Was  it  the  reason  why  the  ap- 
propriation was  sr>  stubbornly  refused  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means?  Sir,  we 
have  been  told,  over  and  over,  that  the  late  deposite 
banks  in  Louisiana,  in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  in 
Ohio,  in  Kentucky,  in  Indiana,  are  all  sound,  all 
solvent,  all  able  and  willing  to  pay  every  dollar  of 
their  debt,  give  them  but  reasonable  time.  Then 
the  money  is  there.  The  balances  in  those  states 
due  from  those  banks  is  amply  sufficient,  and  more 
than  sufficient,  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  due  to 
themselves,  and  that  due  to  all  the  other  states. 

Let  us  now  resume  the  comparison  in  this  tabu- 
lar statement  between  lire  amount  which  bylaw, 
that  is,  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  18.36,  should  have 
been  deposited  in  each  of  the  several  states,  and  the 
amount  which  was  actually  deposited  in  the  same 
states  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  congress  and  on  the  4th  of  October,  one  month 
later.  We  have  gone  through  the  New  England 
states,  and  have  there  found  the  deposites  de  jure 
more  than  a million  and  a half  of  dollars:  the  depo- 
site de  facto  less  than  a tenth  of  that  sum — less  than 
one  hundred  and  filty  thousand  dollars.  We  next 
come  to  New  York — the  empire  state-,  her  propor- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment  would  have  been  one 
million  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  fifty-seven  cents. 
The  sum  which  her  banks  actually  had  in  deposite 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents. 
There,  sir,  was  something  like  a set-off;  no  injus- 
tice was  done  to  the  great  state  of  New  York  The 
deposite  of  fact  was  about  fifty  thousand  dollars 
more  than  the  deposite  of  the  law.  But  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  has  been  most  industriously 
occupied  during  the  whole  month  oi  September,  in 
drawing  off  from  the  New  York  deposite  banks  the 
balances  due  by  them.  By  the  last  returns  ol  the 
treasurer’s  accounts,  it  appears  that  on  the  fourth 
of  October  there  remained  of  balances  due  from  alt 
the  deposite  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York  only 
eight  hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  and  seventy  cents:  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  drawn  from 
them  in  the  month  of  September.  And  further,  I 
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have  seen  a series  of  resolutions  very  recently 
adopted  by  a highly  respectable  and  numerous  as- 
sembly of  citizens  of  that  city,  in  one  of  which  it  is 
asserted  that  the  banks  of  that  state  have  paid  off 
almost  the  whole  of  the  balances  due  by  them. 
Sir,  our  compassion  has  been  appealed  to  in  behalf 
of  these  southwestern  banks.  We  have  been  told 
it  would  be  cruel  to  exact  payment  from  those 
banks;  that  it  would  be  an  ex  post  facto  law  to 
charge  them  with  interest  for  the  public  moneys, 
which  they  have  received  in  deposite,  and  refuse  to 
pay  at  the  requisition  of  the  treasury  department; 
that  they  cannot  themselves  pay  without  exacting 
payment  from  their  debtors;  and  that  indulgence 
must  be  granted  to  them,  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  grant  indulgence  to  the  people.  Sir,  how  stands 
this  argument,  in  its  application  to  the  banks  and 
people  of  the  north?  They,  too,  were  and  are  in- 
debted to  their  banks.  Were  they  not  in  need  of 
indulgence  as  much  as  the  people  of  Louisiana,  of 
Mississippi,  of  Alabama,  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, ftlissouri,  and  Michigan?  But  what  has  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  been  doing  with  them? 
Has  he  not  been  draining  them  almost  to  their  last 
dollar,  as  long  as  he  could  claim  a dollar  of  balance 
from  them?  And  have  they  not  been  obliged  to 
put  the  screws  upon  Weir  debtors,  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  pay  the  balances  due  by  them,  at  the 
requisition  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury?  Sir, 
the  people  of  the  north  have  endured,  they  are 
now  enduring,  that  very  cruelty  and  oppression 
which  you  are  told  the  people  of  the  southwest  and 
the  west  cannot  bear.  You  are  straining  from  them 
their  last  cent  to  pay  their  balances,  while  at  the 
same  time  you  have  wrested  from  them  their  fourth 
instalment,  which  your  secretary  of  the  treasury 
has  transferred  to  the  state  banks  of  the  southwest 
and  the  west,  there  to  be  locked  up  for  nine,  fif- 
teen, and  twenty-one  months,  without  payment  of 
interest,  because  it  would  be  a cruel  ex  post  facto 
law  to  call  upon  them  for  any  consideration  tor  the 
use  of  the  money. 

Let  us  pass  over  the  state  of  New  Jersey — no 
longer  a doubtful  state — and  come  to  the  keystone 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  The  portion  of  the  instal- 
ment which  she  ought,  on  the  first  of  this  month,  to 
have  received  was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents.  The  sum  actually  deposited  in 
all  her  deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  $ 255,445  92;  and,  on  the  4th  of 
this  month,  it  bad  been  reduced  to  $131, S57  17. 
Eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is 
the  tribute  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  state  banks  of 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  to  promote 
the  multiplication  of  the  blessings  of  slavery  and 
the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton.  Great  and 
glorious  as  have  been  the  exertions  and  sacrifices 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  cause  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  in  that  career  she  has  not 
been  surpassed  by  any  state  in  the  union,  not  even 
by  the  empire  state,  yet,  if  I understand  the  char- 
acter of  her  hardy  yeomanry  aright,  not  even  their 
partiality  to  the  democracy  of  numbers  will  recon- 
cile them  to  the  application  of  her  property  to  the 
multiplication  of  slaves  and  slavery,  for  the  culti- 
vation of  sugar  and  cotton,  by  abstracting  it  from 
the  appropriations  of  her  own  legislature  to  inter- 
nal improvements  within  her  own  domain,  rather 
more  congenial  to  the  principles  of  her  heraldic 
motto — virtue,  liberty,  and  independence. 

Maryland!  vour  own  state,  Mr.  Chairman.  The 
sum  which  on  the  first  of  this  month  she  was  entitled 
to  receive  was  $318,619  75.  The  sum  which  her 
deposite  banks  held  in  deposite  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  was  $280,198  25;  which,  on 
the  4th  of  this  month,  was  reduced  to  $212,102  58. 
Your  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  marvellously 
well  treated,  for  one  of  the  old  thirteen.  Her  con- 
tribution to  the  southwestern  states  bank  is  not 
much  more  than  $106,000. 

But  ah!  Virginia!  old  Virginia!  The  ancient  do- 
minion.' Beware,  Mr.  Financier  of  the  treasury, 
how  you  tread  upon  her  toes!  She  has  no  fancy 
for  a divorce  of  bank  and  state.  Her  state  banks 
are  bone  of  her  bone,  and  flesh  of  her  flesh;  and 
when  she  releases  them  from  the  pavment  of  their 
debts,  she  only  releases  herself  from'  the  perform- 
ance of  her  own  engagements.  Deal  tenderly  with 
her,  Mr.  Secretary,  or,  like  Hannibal,  she  will  car- 
ry the  war  into  Africa.  Sir,  on  the  first  of  this 
month,  the  state  of  Virginia  was,  by  the  deposite 
act  of  twenty-third  of  June,  1836,  entitled  to  re- 
ceive seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  the 
whole  amount  of  balances  due  from  her  deposite 
banks  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was 
403,136  dollars  and  97  cents.  This  was  not  enough, 
sir;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  the 
balance  due  from  her  deposite  banks  was  739,302 


dollars  and  19  cents,  not  quite  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars more  than  she  was  entitled  to  receive  for  the 
fourtn  instalment.  She  loses  nothing  by  the  post- 
ponement, and  this  bill  gives  her  the  use  of  the  mo- 
ney for  a term  at  least  equivalent  to  the  loss  by  the 
delaj  of  the  postponement  to  the  first  of  January, 
1839.  Virginia,  therefore,  is  propitiated  to  secure 
the  suffrage  of  her  members  in  congress  for  the 
passage  of  both  the  bills — the  postponement  bill  and 
this  bill;  and  you  find  most  of  them  voting  accord- 
ingly. By  what  art  magic  it  has  happened  that, 
while  the  balances  of  all  the  other  old  thirteen  but 
one  were  between  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion and  the  4th  of  October,  so  severely  reduced, 
hers  were  so  largely  increased  as  to  be  nearly 
doubled,  I know  not,  and  am  only  left  to  conjec- 
ture. My  table  is  taken  from  the  returns  of  the 
treasurer’s  accounts,  communicated  to  this  house 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  himself.  I merely 
state  the  facts  as  I find  them. 

But  North  Carolina  has  not  been  so  favored. 
Her  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on 
the  first  of  this  month,  was  477,919  dollars  and  13 
cents.  The  balance  due  from  her  one  solitary  depo- 
site bank  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  was, 
146,030  collars  and  12  cents,  which,  on  the  4th  of 
this  month,  was  reduced  to  64,638  dollars  and  61 
cents.  The  loss  of  Virginia,  by  these  two  bills — 
these  Siamese  twins — is  nothing.  The  loss  of 
North  Carolina,  like  that  of  the  six  New  England 
states,  is  almost  total. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  are  not  much  better 
treated,  though  with  this  difference:  the  sum  that 
each  of  them  vvas  entitled  to  receive  was  the  same, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-four  dollars  and  three  cents.  The  balances 
due  from  the  South  Carolina  ex-deposite  banks,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  were  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  and  one  cent;  those  from  the  banks  of  Geor- 
gia were  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents. 
On  the  fourth  of  this  month  the  balances  of  South 
Carolina  had  increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars 
and  eighty-nine  cents,  while  those  of  Georgia  had 
diminished  to  one  hundred  anil  nineteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 
The  banks  of  South  Carolina  like  those  of  Virginia, 
have  enjoyed  the  special  privilege  of  increasing 
their  balances  of  debt,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  old 
thirteen  have  been  inexorably  held  to  contract 
theirs.  The  increase  of  the  South  Carolina  balan- 
ces is  not  large.  It  discloses  only  a relaxation  of 
the  rigor  of  exactions,  and  was,  happily,  simultane- 
ous with  a conciliatory  settlement  of  old  political 
balances  here  at  the  seat  of  government,  which,  to 
those  who  look  a good  deal  ahead,  has  furnished 
the  materials  for  much  speculative  animadversion. 

And  now,  sir,  that  we  have  seen  how,  by  the 
postponement,  which  was  intended  to  have  been, 
and  still  threatens  to  be,  the  repeal  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, the  old  thirteen  states  have  been,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Virginia,  stripped  of  the^poils 
of  the  public  treasury  which  had  been  allotted  to 
them — now  that  we  have  seen  how,  with  the  same 
exception  of  Virginia,  they  have  been,  during  the 
month  of  September,  fleeced  by  treasury  drafts, 
like  sheep  in  the  hands  of  the  shearer,  of  their  re- 
maining balances,  let  us  look  beyond  the  borders  of 
the  old  thirteen,  to  that  teeming  mother  of  nations, 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  storehouse  of 
etnbryo  republics  bordering  on  our  Mediterranean 
seas — the  northern  Lakes.  We  begin  with  the 
state  of  Alabama,  geographically  the  first,  and  en- 
titled, further,  to  the  distinction,  inasmuch  as  her 
deposite  bank  is  wholly  the  property  of  the  state, 
and  the  debts  of  the  bank  are  the  debts  of  the  state. 
The  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment  payable  on  the 
first  of  this  month  to  her  was,  as  I have  already 
slated,  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
twenty-eight  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  the  same 
with  that  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont. But  the  sum  which  her  bank  at  Mobile  had 
in  actual  deposite,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  was  one  million  and  twenty  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  twenty- 
ax  cents;  and,  on  the  fourth  of  this  month,  it  was 
still  nine  hundred  and  six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  Dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  portion  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  of  the 
fourth  instalment  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  ten  cents,  the  same  as  that  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  balances  due  from  her  banks,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  were  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents;  and,  on  the  4th 
ot  this  month,  they  were  still  one  million  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  thousand  tiiree  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 


Tlj/e  sum  to  which  the  state  of  Louisiana  was  en- 
titled for  the  fourth  instalment  was  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dol- 
lars and  thirty-seven  cents.  The  debt  of  her  banks, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  was  one  mil- 
lion Jour  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  and  twenty- 
three  dollars  and  three  cents,  and,  on  the  4th  of 
October,  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents. 

And  so  it  was  with  all  the  south  western  and 
western  states,  excepting  Arkansas,  which,  having 
no  deposite  banks,  could  have  no  debt;  and  except- 
ing Illinois,  for  what  reason  I know  not,  unless  it 
was  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  Missouri  at  her  ex- 
pense. The  share  of  Missouri  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment would  have  been  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  ten  cents.  The  debt  of  the  agency  of  the 
Commercial  bank  of  Cincinnati,  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  was  Jive 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  lorty-three  cents. — 
On  the  4th  of  October  it  was  reduced  to  tw'o  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents;  but  there 
was  an  additional  deposite  in  the  bank  of  the  state 
of  Missouri,  a specie-paying  bank,  of  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  filty-eight 
dollars  and  Jour  cents,  making  the  whole  sum  in 
deposite  there  three  hundred  and  fifty-live  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents. 
The  actual  deposite  in  that  state  is  yet  nearly  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  rightful  deposite  in  her 
banks  by  the  deposite  law;  but  as  the  bank  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  is  not  one  of  ti  e late  deposite 
banks,  but  is  one  of  those  which  has  met  and  will 
meet  all  the  requisitions  of  the  department,  it  is 
presumed  that  no  further  interest  will  be  required 
of  it  than  that  provided  by  the  deposite  law,  and 
that  it  will  be  able  to  pay  its  balances  due  to  the 
treasury  without  needing  a delay  of  nine,  fifteen, 
and  twenty-one  months  to  collect  them. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  entitled  to  the 
same  sum  lor  the  fourth  instalment,  477,919  dollars 
and  13  cents.  Neither  of  them  loses  any  thing  by 
the  postponement;  but  their  profits  by  the  with- 
holding of  the  instalment  from  the  northern  and 
eastern  states  are  not  exactly  the  same.  Tennessee 
is,  indeed,  something  of  a loser  by  the  alacrity  with 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  withdrawn 
i'rom  her  banks  the  balances  due  by  them  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session.  They  were 
then  514,516  dollars  43  cents.  On  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober they  were  reduced  to  182,932  dollars  and  18 
cents;  while  those  of  the  banks  of  Kentucky,  which, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  were  843,246 
dollars  and  78  cents,  on  the  4th  of  October  had  in- 
creased to  845,053  dollars  31  cents.  What  is  it 
that  has  procured  this  remarkable  good  fortune?  Is 
it  that  she  is  a daughter  of  the  Old  Dominion?  Or 
that  she  has  a representative  supernumerary  in 
another  part  of  this  capitol? 

Ohio,  too,  has  shared  largely  in  this  bounty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  one  section  of  the 
union  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  Her  portion  of 
the  fourth  instalment,  rightfully  paid  on  the  first  of 
this  month,  would  have  been  669,086  dollars  and 
78  cents.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  her  banks  held  in  deposite,  without  charg- 
ing to  them  the  balance  of  the  agency  at  St.  Louis, 
(Missouri),  one  million  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  they 
still  held  960,061  dollars  and  98  cents — still  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  beyond  her  rightful  instal- 
ment. Can  we  wonder  that  most  of  her  represen- 
tatives have  been  willing  to  postpone  it?  There  is, 
however,  one  consolation,  which  is,  that  we  have 
the  warrant  of  the  members  from  that  state  that  all 
their  banks  are  safe,  sound,  solvent,  and  able  to 
pay  all  their  balances  in  reasonable  time,  though  it 
is  admitted  that  their  bills  are  at  a discount  of  from 
ten  to  fourteen  per  cent. 

Then,  again,  Indiana  was  entitled  to  receive  for 
her  fourth  instalment  286,75 1 dollars  48  cents.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  session  her  banks  had  in 
deposite  seven  hundred  and  lorty-three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
three  cents;  and  on  the  4th  of  October  they  were 
660,723  dollars  and  57  cents. 

As  to  Illinois,  I think  the  secretary-  must  have 
mistaken  her  for  a New  England  state.  She  has  at 
least  the  same  step-mother’s  fare.  She  was  enti- 
tled to  receive  for  her  portion  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment 159,306  dollars  37  cents.  The  balance  due 
from  her  single  deposite  bank  was,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  39,795  dollars  and  90 
cents:  and  on  the  4th  of  this  month  if  was  within 
a few  hundreds  of  the  same,  that  is,  39,323  dollars 
and  54  cenls. 
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But,  lastly,  Michigan  is  a prodigious  favorite. 
Her  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment  was  95f683 
tollars  and  82  cents,  the  same  as  that  of  Delaware. 
But  the  balances  due  from  her  banks,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  were  998,050  dollars  and 
84  cents;  on  the  4ih  of  October  they  were  still 
882,994  dollars  and  45  cents 
When  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  report 
to  congress,  of  the  3d  of  January  last,  announced 
the  amount  of  the  surplus  in  the  treasury  two  days 
before,  and  the  proportional  sums  in  which  it  was 
to  be  deposited  among  the  several  states,  he  inti- 
mated no  inconsiderable  doubt  whether  Michigan 
was  entitled  to  any  proportion  of  thedeposite  at  all, 
and  he  declared  that  he  had  postponed  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment  of  her  portion  for  the  final 
decision  of  congress  upon  her  right.  Harshly,  in- 
deed, had  Michigan  been  treated  in  the  terms  pre- 
scribed for  her  admission  into  the  union.  I had 
fought  her  battles,  and  maintained  her  rights  upon 
this  fioor,  till  she  deserted  her  own  banners.  I had 
raised  my  voice  to  claim  justice  in  her  behalf  till 
she  accepted,  however  reluctantly,  an  equivalent. 
While  her  fate  was  pending,  this  rod  was  held  over 
her  head  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  if  her 
right  to  the  deposite  of  her  portion,  among  her  sis- 
ters, of  the  public  treasure,  was  to  be  purchased  by 
her  unconditional  submission  to  the  most  humiliat- 
ing terms  prescribed  by  power,  forgetful  of  right. 
Sir,  she  did  submit,  and  accepted  the  proffered 
equivalent;  that  was  her  concern,  not  mine.  But 
did  that  equivalent  still  not  heal  the  wound  that 
had  been  inflicted  upon  her;  and  is  this  gushing 
torrent  of  the  public  moneys  poured  out  at  her  feet, 
as  tile  gorgeous  east  showers  upon  her  kings  bar- 
baric pearls  and  gold;  was  this  profusion  of  the 
public  funds  substituted  for  the  stingy  doubt  whe- 
ther she  was  entitled  to  receive  of  the  public  de- 
posites  any  portion  whatever;  was  it  to  appease 
her  anger,  to  soothe  her  resentments,  to  implore 
her  forgiveness,  to  court  her  favor?  If  so,  there 
may  be  some  excuse  for  the  partiality;  a tarnished 
atonement  for  a purer  tribute  that  was  due. 

Sir,  we  have  gone  through,  with  a few’  excep- 
tions, the  detail  of  this  comparative  statement  be- 
tween the  amount  of  deposites  which  the  Law  had 
prescribed  should  be  committed  to  each  of  the  states 
of  the  union,  and  the  amount  of  deposites  which 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  actually  made 
among  the  same  states  when  the  fourth  instalment 
should  have  been  paid.  Such  is  the  detail;  and 
was  ever  such  a monstrous  scene  of  partiality  and 
inequality  beheld  among  men!  The  late  president 
of  the  United  States  had  made  it  a charge  against 
the  deposite  . law  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  which 
he  himself  had  signed,  that  the  principle  of  its  ap- 
portionment was  not  perfectly  equal.  I admit  that 
it  was  not  so:  an  apportionment  according  to  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  this  house  would 
have  been  more  equal  as  well  as  more  favorable  to 
the  commonwealth,  a part  of  whose  people  I have 
the  honor  to  represent.  But  the  apportionment  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  electoral  votes  was  more 
favorable  to  the  small  and  to  the  new  states,  and  I 
thought  there  were  considerations  of  equity,  and 
even  of  justice,  to  sanction  this,  which  I trusted  my 
constituents  would  approve,  although  it  might  di- 
minish to  some  extent  their  owm  portion.  I said 
so  at  the  I ime  on  this  floor,  and  accordingly  voted 
for  the  bill.  But  if  there  was  inequality  in  that 
apportionment,  in  the  name  of  the  Heavenly  Ba- 
lance, what  is  there  in  this?  Look  at  this  tabular 
statement;  take  the  fifteen  northern  states — that  is, 
the  old  thirteen,  w'ith  the  addition  of  Maine  and 
Vermont,  which  in  the  revolutionary  times  com- 
posed a part  of  them;  take  them  on  one  side,  and 
ten  new  southern  and  western  states  on  the  other, 
and  what  a comparison  have  we? 

By  the  deposite  act  of  26th  June,  1S36,  the  fifteen 
northern,  being  the  thirteen  original  states  were,  on 
the  first  day  of  this  month,  entitled  to  receive  in  de- 
posite $6,467,833  92 

The  ten  new  southern  and  western 
states  were  by  the  same  act  enti- 
tled to  receive 


Making  in  the  whole 
On  the  4th  day  of  September,  1837, 
the  balances  of  what  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  had  acctually  de- 
posited in  the  fifteen  northern 
states  was 

He  at  the  same  time  had  deposited 
in  the  ten  southmost  and  western 
states 


2,899,376  07 
9,367,214  99 

3,204,002  91 
9,071,299  76 


Making  in  the  whole  12,275,302  67 

And  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  day  when  the  4th 
instalment  was  by  the  law  required  to  be  paid  to  all, 
how  stood  the  account? 


In  the  fifteen  northern  states,  which 
by  the  law  should  have  received 
six  million  three  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars  ninety- 
nine  cents,  there  were  towards 
paying  it  2,394,056  18 

and  no  more. 

While  in  the  ten  southmost  and 
western  state  entitled  by  law  to 
receive  only  two  million  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  dollars  and  seven  cents,  there 
were  actually  deposited  balances  7,407,865  31 

Making  in  the  whole  9,801,921,49 

So  you  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  were,  on  the  1st 
of  October,  in  actual  deposite  with  the  states,  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars 
more  than  enough  to  have  paid  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  them  all — every  dollar— -every  cent. 

But  observe  that,  through  the  whole  of  Septem- 
ber, although  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836, 
was  in  full  force,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  con- 
tinued to  draw  from  the  banks  of  the  north  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars ofthose  balances  which  ought  to  have  been  ap- 
plied towards  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment 
to  the  states  of  the  north;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
he  left  in  the  hands  of  the  southmost  and  western 
states  nearly  seven  millions  and  a half,  nearly  five 
millions  more  than  the  fourth  instalment  which"  they 
were  entitled  to  receive. 

And,  throughout  all  these  transactions,  is  it  not 
worthy  of  the  highest  admiration  to  remark  with 
what  address  the  single  state  of  Virginia,  of  the  old 
thirteen,  is  the  only  one  shielded  from  all  inconveni- 
ence by  the  postponement  of  the  instalment.  The 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  is  not  postponed  for 
her.  She  has  it  already,  and  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars more,  in  her  banks;  and  while  the  postpone- 
ment act  now  puts  her  off,  as  it  does  her  northern 
sisters,  till  tne  1st  of  January,  1839,  to  receive  the 
instalment,  this  act  gives  her  an  average  of  precisely 
the  same  time  to  pay  the  balances  already  in  her 
banks — and  without  interest,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Johnson), to  the 
exclusion  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Loomis),  should  prevail. 

And  is  it  expected  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  p°o- 
ple  of  the  fourteen  northern  states  (the  voice  of  Vir- 
ginia being  hushed  with  a sugar  plum)  will  put  up 
with  this  prodigy  of  fiscal  invention?  Is  it  expect- 
ed that  they  will  hail  with  shouts  of  hosanna  this 
expunging  of  the  fourth  instalment,  this  evanescence 
of  their  funds  from  their  treasuries;  that  they  are  to 
be  humbugged  out  of  their  vested  rights  bv  a howl 
of  frenzy  against  Nicholas  Biddle  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  of  the  United  States?  That  they  are  to 
he  mystified  out  of  their  moneys  and  out  of  their 
senses,  by  a hark  follow!  against  all  banks,  or  a 
summons  to  doctors’  commons  for  a divorce  of 
bank  and  state?  It  may  be  so;  but  it  shall  not  be 
with  nW  consent.  Here  are  fifteen,  or  rather  four- 
teen, creditor  states  and  ten  debtor  states,  as  my 
friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Lincoln)  has  justly  de- 
nominated them — made  so  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury — made  so  by  an  unwarrantable  transfer 
of  the  funds  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment.  The  ten  debtor  states  have  received 
not  only  their  own  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
but  the  whole  portion  of  the  fourteen  creditor  states. 
And  you  are  now  passing  two  laws — one  to  with- 
hold from  ‘he  fourteen  creditor  states  the  moneys 
which  you  have  solemnly  promised  to  deposite  with 
them;  and  the  other  to  authorize  the  debtor  states, 
not  only  to  retain  the-  fourth  instalment  promised 
them,  and  which  they  have  received,  hut  to  keep 
for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty-one  months,  the  fourth 
instalment  due  to  their  creditor  sister  states.  Such 
is  unquestionably,  such  will  be  under  these  two 
acts,  their  relative  condition  towards  each  other. 
By  the  fiscal  incantations  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  consummated  by  these  two  bills,  reeking 
from  his  department,  the  slate  of  Mississippi  is  in- 
debted to  the  six  New  England  states  in  the  sum  of 
nearly  one  million  and  a half  of  dollars;  the  state  of 
Louisiana  is  indebted  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
nearly  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  state  of 
Alabama  owes  to  the  state  of  New  York  from  six  to 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  state  of  Ohio 
owes  to  the  state  of  North  Carolina  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  whole  ten  southmost  and 
western  states  are  indebted  to  the  fourteen  northern 
and  Atlantic  states  the  whole  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, which  they  were  by  law  entitled  to  receive. 
The  postponement  law  has  no  operation  in  the  ten 
debtor  states;  they  have  received  in  advance  not 
only  their  own  fourth  instalment,  but  that  of  all  the 
others;  and,  and  so  unequivocally  are  the  ten  states 


indebted  to  the  fourteen,  that,  if  the  same  transac- 
tions had  happened  between  individuals,  there  is  no 
question  that  the  fourteen  could  recover,  by  process 
of  law,  their  fourth  instalment,  by  the  common  ac- 
tion for  moneys  had  and  received" to  their  use. 

And  let  me  now  inquire  why  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  not  seen  fit  to  account  for  this  most 
extraordinary  state  of  things  in  his  annual,  or  in  any 
other  report  to  this  house?  I have  asked,  why, 
armed  as  he  was  with  the  specie  circular  of  11,’th 
July,  1836,  from  the  very  passage  of  the  deposite 
act — why,  notified  as  he  was  from  that  time  that  he 
would  be  required  to  have  in  the  fifteen  original 
states,  in  deposite  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837,  a 
sum  of  six  millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  in  readi- 
ness to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  to  those  states,  he 
had,  in  fact,  on  that  day,  within  those  states,  less 
than  two  millions  and  a half  of  dollars — four  millions 
less  than  was  required  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise  and  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  of  the 
public  faith  to  those  states  by  the  deposite  act.  I 
have  inquired  why,  on  that  same  1st  of  October,  he 
had  hoarded  up  in  the  ten  southernmostand  western 
states,  armed  as  he  had  been  with  the  specie  circu- 
lar, seven  millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  when  those 
ten  states  were  entitled  to  receive,  for  the  fourth 
instalment,  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars.  The 
excess  hoarded  up  in  the  ten  favored  states  was  four 
millions  and  a half.  The  deficit  in  the  fourteen 
despoiled  states  was  four  millions.  Had  the  whole 
sum  required  lor  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment been  deposited  in  the  banks,  where  it  ought 
to  have  been,  the  instalment  would  have  been  paid 
to  the  last  dollar,  and  half  a million  of  surplus 
would  still  have  remained  in  deposite  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the  extreme 
south  and  west. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  duty  more  sacred- 
ly incumbent  upon  the  executive  government  of 
the  United  States  than  all  the  rest,  it  is,  in  the  ex- 
ecution ol'  the  laws,  to  render  equal  and  impartial 
justice  to  the  people  of  all  the  states.  The  vitals 
of  the  union  are  there:  legislative  partialities  in 
favor  of  one  portion  of  the  union  at  tlie  expense  of 
another,  if  any  such  should  creep  in,  will  never  be 
of  long  duration.  The  -established  equality  of  re- 
presentation of  the  people  in  this  house,  and  of  the 
states  in  the  other,  will  soon  correct  any  deviation 
from  the  golden  rule  of  light,  upon  which  the  ob- 
stinacy of  party  spirit,  or  the  undue  influence  of 
individual  talent  or  popularity,  may  occasionally 
infringe.  The  pendulum  will  range  alternately  to 
the  right  hand  and  to  the  left,  but  will  return  from 
short  and  equal  distances  to  the  centre.  But  if'  a 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his  official  trust,  divides  the  people  under 
his  care  into  a best  and  worst  part  of  the  population 
— if  the  father  of  the  land  has  in  the  common  fami- 
lyone  set  of  children  favorites,  and  another  set  of 
children  castaways — if  an  avowed  principle  of  ru- 
ling by  and  for  the  demociacy  of  numbers,  apart 
for  the  whole — if  a jesuitical  and  sophistical  axiom 
that  the  end  of  good  government  is  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number,  without  regard  to  the 
equal  rights  of  the  smallest  number;  I say  if  tbe.se 
transatlantic,  spurious,  and  heretical  creeds  of  late 
years  are  to  be  substituted  for  the  primitive  faith 
and  inalienable  rights  of  the  declaration  of  i nde - 
dendence,  the  days  of  our  union  itself  are  number- 
ed. The  people  of  no  one  part  of  this  nation  will 
submit,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  be  the  thralls  or 
the  dupes  of  another  portion. 

What  could  have  been  the  motive  for  this  array 
of  the  three  geographical  divisions  of  the  union 
against  each  other  as  debtor  and  creditor  states,  with 
that  most  extraordinary  exception  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  is  yet  to  be,  and  I hope  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress  will  be  explained.  If  the  demon 
of  disunion  himself  had  invented  and  inspired  it  as 
an  experiment,  to  excite  heart-bprnings,  ill-will, 
and  hatred  between  the  members  of  the  family,  he 
could  not  have  contrived  a device  of  more  odious 
ingenuity.  I had  supposed  that  this  enormous  ac- 
cumulation of  funds  in  the  extreme  south  and  west 
had  been  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  specie  circular. 
But  then  where  was  the  specie?  It  was  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  circular  had  at  least  produced  that; 
and  what  has  become  of  it?  It  has  all  vanished;  or 
what  is  left  of  it  is  detained  in  the  vaults  of  the 
same  deposite  banks,  which  yet  refuse  to  pay  in 
specie  the  drafts  of  the  treasury  department  upon 
them. 

These  accumulations  in  the  banks  of  the  south 
and  the  west  are  the  more  unaccountable,  inasmuch 
as  on  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  an  act  of  congress  sup- 
plementary to  the  deposite  act  was  passed,  express- 
ly authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make 
transfers  from  the  banks  in  one  state  to  the  banks 
in  another,  whenever  such  transfers  might  be  re- 
quired in  order  to  prevent  large  and  inconvenient 
accumulations  in  particular  places,  or  in  order  to> 
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prodnee  a due  equality  and  just  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act.  Here  was  a 
law  expressly  made  to  prevent  accumulations,  to 
restore  proportions;  and  no  small  part  of  the  secre- 
tary’s annual  report  in  December,  1836,  consists  in 
'detailing  the  laborious  fidelity  with  which  he  had 
'carried  that  supplementary  act  into  execution. — 
\Vbat  a commentary  upon  that  law  and  its  execu- 
tion is  my  tabular  statement,  the  act  for  postponing 
the  fourth  instalment,  and  this  bill  now  before  the 
-committee. 

That  the  transfers  might  have  been  made  with 
perfect  ease,  and  the  balances  in  the  southern  and 
western  banks  reduced,  even  after  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  I will  now  undertake  to  prove. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  deposites  of  the 
public  moneys  were  removed  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1S33. 
It  will  also  be  remembered  that  this  was  precisely 
the  time  of  the  extinction  of  the  national  debt. — 
Until  that  time  there  could  be  no  considerable  ac- 
cumulation of  public  moneys  in  deposite,  because, 
whenever  any  surplus  occurred,  it  was  immediate- 
ly applied  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt.  The  ir- 
responsible agents  behind  the  scenes,  who  instigat- 
ed the  removal  #f  the  deposites,  selected  with  in- 
stinctive sagacity  their  time.  They  had  other  pas- 
sions to  gratify  besides  their  vindictive  malignity. 
They  saw  the  uses  to  be  made  of  large  and  long- 
continued  surpluses,  arid  that  the  moneys  of  the 
nation  might  be  lavished  f<5r  the  conjoint  and  united 
profligacy  of  political  plunder  and  private  specula- 
tion. That  they  might  riot  w'ant  the  countenance 
of  the  administration  in  this  laudable  pursuit,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  spurred  them  to  it  with 
the  eagerness  of  a huntsman  panting  for  his  prey. 

“The  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  said  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama  at  Mo- 
bile. in  his  letter  selecting  that  bank  as  one  of  the 
new  depositories,  “will  enable  you  to  afford  increas- 
ed ficililics  to  the  commercial  and  other  classes  of 
the  community,  and  the  department  anticipates  from 
you  the  adoption  of  such  a course  respecting  your 
accommodiilions,  as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple and  safe  to  the  government.” 

The  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama 
at  Mobile  had  been  chartered  in  December,  1832. 
Its  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars  consists  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales  of  the  bonds  of  the  state,  irre- 
deemable for  thirty  years.  Its  14  directors  are  all 
annually  chosen  by  the  legislature.  There  is  no 
penally  prescribed  for  their  suspension  cf  specie 
payments,  but  the  faith  of  the  state  is  pledged  for 
the  final  payment  of  their  liabilities.  This  bank, 
in  October,  IS33,  was  selected  as  one  of  the  depo- 
sitories of  the  public  funds,  instead  of  the  branch 
of  the  United  States  bank  at  Mobile. 

On  the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  there  were  depo- 
sited in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  $6,475,495  82, 
which  had  been  accumulating  from  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  some  small  fragments  of  the  public 
debt  still  remaining  to  be  paid,  but  not  enough  to 
arrest  the  tide  of  the  public  revenue  flowing  into 
the  treasury. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1S34,  this  sum  had  been 
reduced  to  less  than  one  million  of  dollars,  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  branch  of  the  state  bank  of  Ala- 
bama had  become  a depository  for  $231,613  35; 
which  sum  continued  increasing  from  quarter  to 
quarter,  with  one  exception,  till  'April,  1835,  when 
the  deposite  in  the  state  Branch  bank  of  Alabama, 
at  Mobile,  was  $1,309,738  65;  since  which  time, 
that  is,  for  more  than  two  years  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  there  has  been  in  that 
bank  a permanent  average  deposite  of  twelve  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars — never  reduced  so  low  as 
$900,000,  and  once  swelling  to  upwards  of  sixteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars — little  short  of  the  whole 
capital  of  the  bank. 

1 have  been  desirous  of  ascertaining,  and  shall  be 
obliged  to  any  of  the  members,  especially  from  the 
states  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  orMississippi,  if  they 
can  inform  me  what  were  the  semi-annual  dividends 
of  the  deposite  banks  in  those  states,  from  the  time 
when  they  became  deposilories  of  the  public  mo- 
neys until  their  suspension  of  specie  payments;  but 
this  is  a secret.  On  the  3d  of  January  last,  a reso- 
lution of  this  house  called  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  this  as  well  as  other  information,  if 
within  his  power;  but  on  the  12th  of  that  month  lie 
reported  that  it  was  not  within  his  power.  It  seems 
that  the  amount  ot  dividends  declared,  of  surpluses 
retained,  and  of  contingent  funds  reserved,  is  not 
understood  to  be  a part  of  their  condition , of  which 
they  are  required  to  give  account  from  time  to  time 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  says  that  by 
none  of  Ihe  agreements,  made  with  them  by  him 
either  before  or  s!  " ' " 

June.  1836,  has 


should  furnish  this  specific  information,  and  that  i state  of  Alabama  as  they  became  payable,  and  there 
they  have  not  furnished  it.  Sir,  it  was  precisely  I would  have  yet  remained  upwards  of  one  hundred 
the  most  important  of  all  possible  information  to  thousand  dollars  in  that  bank  to  he  accounted  lor? 
show  their  actual  condition;  and  the  omission  to  i That  the  secretary  himself  understood  this  lo  be 
call  for  it  would  be  inexcusable,  but  for  the  reason  j his  duty,  is  apparent  from  the  fact  which  appears 


pleaded  by  the  secretary,  that  it  was  not  required 
by  law.  The  omission  was  the  fault  of  the  law; 
and  not  of  the  secretary,  and  yet  it  would  have  been 
just  and  judicious  if  he  had  required  it.  There 
can  be  no  honest  reason  for  the  banks  to  refuse  it, 
and  it  would  now  be  the  best  of  all  evidence  to 
show  what  profit  was  derived  by  those  banks  from 
the  deposites.  We  must,  therefore,  be  content  with 
an  estimate;  and  a permanent  deposite  of  twelve 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  more  than  two  years 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  ten  percent,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a year;  and  as  it 
is  to  be  continued  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty-one 
months  longer,  the  whole  sum  is  in  such  deposite 
equivalent  to  a gratuity  to  the  state  of  Alabama  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expense  of  her 
northern  sisters. 

Mr.  Adams  was  proceeding  to  comment  on  this 
statement,  when 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  appealed  to  him  to 
permit  the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  bill  before 
the  committee.  He  thought  the  gentleman  was 
going  to  talk  all  night,  (he  said,)  and  it  was  late. 

Mr.  Adams  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  did  not  relish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  that  he  had  nol  listened  to  a single 
word  he  had  said. 

Mr.  Adams  pursued  his  remarks.  He  argued 
from  the  facts  he  had  been  commenting  on,  that 
(he  accumulation  of  the  public  moneys  in  certain 
states  had  been  permitted  for  political  effect,  and 
that  this  had  been  used  as  an  argument  with  gen- 
tlemen from  those  states,  to  induce  them  to  sustain 
other  measures  of  the  administration;  and  was  pro- 
ceeding on  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  adducing 
facts,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

The  Chairman,  who  intimated  that  he  was  wan- 
dering from  the  question  immediately  before  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Air.  Adams  observed  that  this  was  the  first  time 
any  gentleman  had  been  called  to  order  in  committee 
of  the  whole  by  the  chairman,  for  not  confining 
himself  strictly  to  the  question  immediately  before 
the  committee.  It  would  be  impossible  to  enume- 
rate the  different  subjects  which  had  been  discussed 
under  questions  to  which  they  had  no  relevancy; 
and  he  gave  as  an  instance  the  brilliant  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Legare.) 
The  amendment  of  a gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
when  that  gentleman  had  delivered  a philosophical, 
historical,  admirable  discourse  upon  finance,  to 
which  the  house  had  listened  with  great  pleasure, 
but  which  did  not,  in  the  remotest  manner,  relate  to 
the  particular  motion  before  the  committee,  and  had 
not  been  interrupted.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  himself  had  made  a speech  the 
night  beiore  upon  the  same  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  which  gave  rise  td»a  dia- 
logue between  himself  and  a colleague,  (Mr.  Hoff- 
man). and  which  induced  a dispute  which  had, 
doubtless,  been  settled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
both  those  gentlemen.  It  was  a skirmish  instigated 
by  the  private  personal  enmities  and  passions  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  him- 
self, and  he  was  not  restrained  by  the  chair  from 
wandering  from  the  subject  of  debate;  whilst  he 
(Mr.  Adams)  had  been  pronounced  out  of  order 
for  connecting  with  the  subjects  before  the  com- 
mittee such  allusions  to  another  bill  as  tended  to 
show  the  influence  that  the  manner  in  which  that 
bill  passed  would  have  upon  his  vote.  [Cries  from 
Ihe  house,  “Go  on!”  “go  on!”] 

From  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act 
of  June,  1836,  it  was  obviously  the  duty  of  the  sec- 
retary' of  the  treasury  to  withdraw  from  the  bank  at 
Mobile  all  superfluous  deposites  necessary  to  pay 
the  whole  of  the  four  instalments  to  which  other 
states  were  entitled.  The  supplementary  act  of 
July  4,  1S36,  made  it  most  emphatically  his  duty  to 
do  so.  The  specie  circular,  if  it  had  any  practical 


in  his  report  of  the  25th  of  September  last  to  this 
house,  that  he  did  actually  so  pay  off  the  first, second, 
and  third  instalments,  amounting  to  $669,086  79. 

Who,  then,  could  have  imagined  that,  after  alL 
these  payments,  when  congress  came  together,  oh 
the  4th  of  last  month,  the  debt  of  the  branch  bank 
of  the  state  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  still 
$1,020,856  26? 

That,  from  the  fourth  quarter  of  1S36,  in  eleven 
months,  and  after  a set-off  ot  nearly  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  debt  of  the  bank  had  not  been 
reduced  so  much  as  iorty  thousand  dollars?  It  can 
possibly  have  happened  only  by  the  secretary’s 
permitting  tile  funds  of  the  nation,  devoted  to  other 
objects,  to  flow  into  this  bank  as  fast  as  they  went 
out  by  the  payment  of  the  three  instalments. 

I find  in  the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry no  correspondence  with  the  Branch  hank  of  the 
state  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  concerningthe  payment 
of  the  instalments  to  the  state,  nor  respecting  the 
warrant  for  two  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents, 
entered  in  the  column  of  not  yet  paid,  though  paya- 
ble. I have  selected  this  bank  ol  the  slate  of  Ala- 
bama, at  Mobile,  as  one  of  those,  the  relations  of 
the  treasury  with  which  are  marked  with  a wilder- 
ness of  confusion.  The  case  of  the  Agricultural 
hank  at  Natchez  is  still  more  extraordinary.  That 
bank  got  the  start  of  all  the  rest  in  the  suspension 
of  payments,  not  merely  of  specie,  but  of  others.  A 
treasury  draft  upon  it,  which  the  holder  of  it  was 
willing  to  receive  in  decent  rags,  was  yet  pi otest- 
ed  for  non-payment  on  the  2d  of  May  last.  By  the 
last  return  of  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  there  was  a 
balance  still  due  from  that  bank  of  upwards  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Their  correspondence 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  communicated 
with  his  report  of  25th  September,  is  truly  edifying 
The  whole  correspondence  with  the  late  deposite 
banks,  in  that  document,  is  scarcely  less  instructive. 
The  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  since  Ihe  removal 
of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches,  year  after  year,  have  lectured  con- 
gress upon  the  transcendent  wisdom  of  that  mea- 
sure, and  the  present  secretary,  in  his  annual  pane- 
gyric upon  the  deposite  state  banks,  irrformed  us,  I 
think,  that  this  measure  was  no  longer  an  experi- 
ment. Its  success  was  unqualified.  Its  triumph 
was  complete.  In  looking  over  the  secretary’s  fis- 
cal reports  to  congress,  and  especially  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  deposite  banks,  I could  not  but 
wish  that  this  correspondence  could  he  printed  in 
parallel  columns,  with  the  correspondence  between 
the  former  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  from  18 16  to  1833, 
particularly  relating  to  the  payment  of  large  sums 
for  the  public,  in  short  time,  or  on  sudden  emergen- 
cies. With  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when 
tile  former  secretaries  of  the  treasury  had  large 
sums  to  pay,  to  transfer,  or  to  borrow,  they  used  no 
circumlocutions,  made  no  timid  inquiries  when  and 
how  it  would  suit  their  convenience,  offered  no 
apologies  for  drawing  upon  them  beyond  their 
means,  no  promises  that  he  would  not,  for  an  in- 
definite time,  draw  upon  them  again;  nor  did  the 
president  of  that  bank  ever  answer  heavy  drafts  or 
warrants  from  the  treasury  with  excuses  and  en- 
treaties, and  menaces,  and  discourses  about  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  the  multitude  of  bankruptcies, 
the  w’ant  of  long  notices  before  his  drafts;  and  still 
less  with  inquiries  whether  he  could  not  suspend 
them  from  March  till  the  next  January,  or  with 
proposals  (o  borrow  a million  of  dollars  from- an  ap- 
propriation for  an  Indian  treaty,  and  pay  off  the 
Indians  with  rags,  because  they  preferred  them. 

The  result  of  all  this,  sir,  has  been  the  twin  bills 
with  which  this  session  of  congress  began,  and  is  lo 
close:  one  to  postpone,  for  fifteen  months,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite  act  of 
23d  June,  1836,  to  sixteen  states  of  this  union,  and 
the  other  to  authorize  the  ten  other  states  to  retain 
in  their  banks,  elfectivrly,  for  the  same  term  of  time. 


cal  self-complacency,  upon  his  vigorous  assiduity  in 
performing  it.  And  what  has  he  done? 

Iri  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836,  there  was  in  depo- 
site of  public  funds  in  that  bank  $1,060,246  30. 

The  four  instalments  of  the  deposites,  payable  to 
Ihe  state  of  Alabama  in  (he  year  1837,  amounted  to 
$892,115  71. 

.,  ...  _ , What  had  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  do  but 

either  before  or  since  the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  j to  require  of  that  hank  to  credit  the  treasury  of  the 
June.  1R3«  h-j°  ■'  been  stipulated  that  they  I United  States  with  the  four  instalments  due  to  the 


effect  at  all,  by  pouring  specie  largely  into  that  I not  only  the  fourth  instalment,  which  Ihey  were 
bank,  afforded  every  facility  necessary  for  that  ope-  j themselves  entitled  lo  receive,  but  Ihe  portion  of  the 
ration.  In  his  annual  report  of  December,  1836,  he  sixteen  others,  which  (lie  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury 
recognizes  that  duty,  and  enlarges,  willi  no  equivo-  has  suffered  lo  flow  into  their  banks,  and  which 


their  banks  refuse  to  pay.  As  the  immediate  re- 
presentative of  a part  of  the  people  of  one  of  the 
plundered  states,  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  resist  this 
system  of  measures  in  both  its  parts,  and  even  in 
these  last  hours  of  the  session  to  expose  it  in  all  its 
nakedness.  If  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
waj's  and  means  will  not  hear  me,  I hope  that  his 
constituents  and  mine  will.  I have  laid  the  whole 
system  bare  to  the  bone.  The  question  of  further 
postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment  will  enm# 
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tip  again  at  the  next  or  the  succeeding  session  of 
this  congress.  I am  determined  that  whateveapre- 
tences  may  then  be  alleged  for  that  postponement, 
or  lor  the  total  repeal,  which  even  now  was  intend- 
ed and  too  thinly  disguised,  not  a shadow  of  the  pre- 
tence shall  be  left  that  the  fourth  instalment  could 
not  have  been  paid  without  a new  tax  upon  the 
people.  Every  man,  woman,  and  child,  conversant 
with  the  four  rules  of  arithmetic,  who  will  look  at 
this,  my  tabular  statement,  will  see  that  when  this 
session  of  congress  commenced,  there  were  in  the 
deposite  banks  of  the  ten  southmost  and  western 
states,  balances  due  to  the  treasury  sufficient  not 
only  to  pay  off  the  whole  fourth  instalment  to  the 
whole  twenty-six  slates,  but  to  leave  still  balances 
of  millions  for  the  lawful  expenses  of  the  nation; 
that  even  on  the  1st  of  October,  when  the  instal- 
ment should  have  been  paid,  and  when,  after  the 
session  commenced,  more  than  two  millions  and  a 
halfhad  been  extracted  from  those  balances,  there 
was  still  left  of  them  an  amount  adequate  to  pay  tile 
whole  fourth  instalment,  and  to  leave  half  a million 
of  surplus  for  other  exigencies  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I first  observed  in  the  state- 
ment annexed  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  the 
enormous  disproportion  between  the  balances  due 
from  the  northern  and  those  from  the  inostsouthern 
and  western  banks,  I attributed  this  pernicious  en- 
gorgement of  the  public  funds,  the  proximate  cause 
of  the  ostensible  necessity  for  postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment,  to  the  far-famed  spe- 
cie circular.  By  that  document,  all  the  receivers  of 
public  moneys  were  required  to  annex  to  their 
monthly  returns  to  the  treasury  department  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  each  deposite  bank  was  required  to  an- 
nex to  every  certificate  given  upon  a deposite  of 
money,  the  proportions  of  it  actually  paid  in  gold, 
in  silver,  and  in  bank  notes.  The  object  of  this 
order  could  be  no  other  than  to  keep  the  depart- 
ment at  all  times  apprized  ot  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  gold  and  silver  which  had  been  received,  and 
where  it  was  all  deposited.  There  was  no  use  in 
requiring  the  returns,  unless  the  returns  as  they 
came  in  were  continually  digested  by  some  subor- 
dinate clerk  of  the  department,  to  keep  the  secre- 
tary constantly  advised  of  the  aggregate  amounts, 
and  where  they  were  to  be  found.  This  informa- 
tion was  precisely  what  I wanted,  and  the  house, 
at  iriy  motion,  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  copies  of  these  returns  required  by  the  specie 
circular.  I hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  sec- 
retary in  answer  to  the  call.  It  is,  that  the  returns 
and  certificates  will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to 
near  one  thousand  live  hundred  documents,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  department, 
without  a great  addition  to  its  clerical  force,  lo  have 
them  all  copied  in  season  to  be  submitted  during 
the  present  session  of  congress. 

The  purpose  of  the  call  must  have  been  perfectly 
obvious  to  the  secretary.  It  was  a summary  ab- 
stract of  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by 
virtue  of  the  specie  circular;  the  names  of  the  offi- 
cers by  whom  it  had  been  received,  and  of  the 
hanks  in  which  it  had  been  deposited.  If  he  had 
not,  as  I think  he  should  have,  such  an  abstract 
constantly  before  him,  he  surely  has  not  in  the  de- 
partment a thousand  dollar  clerk,  who  could  not 
have  made  it  out  from  his  fifteen  hundred  docu- 
ments in  two  days.  But  he  seems  to  have  thought 
that  this  labor  could  be  more  easily  performed  by  a 
deliberative  assembly  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
members  in  session,  than  by  one  of  his  clerks,  for 
he  adds,  that  “if  the  irilormation  contained  in  them 
is  wanted  at  an  early  day,  the  department  ( clerks 
and  all)  would  respectfully  propose,  at  once,  to  lay 
the  original  returns  and  certificates  of  deposite  be- 
fore the  house  for  examination,  should  that  course 
meet  with  its  approbation.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  department  might  as  respect- 
fully have  proposed  to  send  up  lo  this  house  the 
whole  mass  of  its  records  and  tiles,  as  these  fifteen 
hundred  original  documents.  It  reminded  me  of  a 
caricature  which,  in  my  youthful  days,  more  than 
half  a century  ago,  amused  me  in  London.  It  was 
on  the  occasion  of  Charles  Fox’s  famous  India  bill, 
■which  proposed  to  take  from  the  East  India  Com- 
pany the  government  of  that  country,  and  transfer 
It  to  commissioners  appointed  bv  parliament.  It 
produced  a prodigious  excitement  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  ended  in  the  total  overthrow  of  the 
coalition  ministry  of  Fox  and  North.  There  was  a 
large  majority  for  it  in  the  house  of  commons,  but  it 
was  detested  by  the  king,  and  excessively  odious 
as  a violation  of  chartered  l ights  to  the  people.  I 
was  then  in  London,  and  remember  seeing,  at  the 
print  shops,  a caricature  of  Charles  Fox,  with  the 
immense  pile  of  buildings  called  the  India  House, 
in  Leadenhall  street,  upon  his  hack,  staggering  up 


with  it  to  Saint  Stephen’s  chapel.  The  respectful 
proposal  of  the  department  reminds  me  of  this  cari- 
cature. Methinks  I see  the  secretary,  with  the  de- 
partment on  his  back,  upheaving  its  vastness  to 
mount  the  capitol,  and  break  its  way  into  this  hall. 

I should  be  sorry  to  give  him  the  trouble,  and  pre- 
fer to  lack  the  desired  imformation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I cannot  vote  for  this  bill,  in  any 
shape;  not  that  I am  unwilling  to  alford  relief  to 
the  people  of  the  states  where  these  delinquent 
banks  are  situated,  or  even  to  grant  every  reasona- 
ble indulgence  of  time  to  the  banks  themselves. 
Rash  and  reckless  as  the  directors  of  these  banks 
must  have  been  to  involve  themselves  and  their  in- 
stitutions in  such  an  enormous  mass  of  debt,  upon 
the  credit  of  deposites  of  funds  belonging  to  the 
nation,  as  to  be  unable,  without  a letter  of  license, 
for  years,  to  restore  the  trust,  as  they  had  pledged 
themselves  to  do,  on  demand. , I hold  this  govern- 
ment, and  especially  the  last  administration,  nor 
can  I except  the  present,  swamped  in  a far  deep- 
er responsibility,  for  the  delinquency  of  these 
banks,  than  the  banks  themselves.  “Lead  us  not 
into  temptation,”  is  the  daily  prayer  which  the 
founder  of  our  religion  has  taught  frail  and  feeble 
man  to  address  to  his  Maker — and  it  is  founded 
upon  the  principle  that,  from  the  constitution  of 
our  nature,  the  leader  into  temptation  is  responsible 
for  the  fall  of  him  who  is  led.  Under  whatever 
form  of  government  the  human  being  is  associated, 
the  most  sacred  duty  of  the  ruler  is  not  to  lead  the 
subject  of  his  rule  into  temptation.  The  adminis- 
tration which  wilfully  and  wantonly  took  away 
the  custody  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  institu- 
tion to  which  it  had  been  committed  by  law,  shiv- 
ered the  trust  into  tatters,  and  then  intrusted  it,  in 
broken  fragments,  to  irresponsible  state  banks, 
committed  the  double  wrong  ofrobbing  the  nation- 
al institution  of  its  right,  and  of  leading  its  new 
trustees  into  temptation;  and,  as  if  that  was  not 
enough;  it  prompted,  it  philtered  them  into  seduc- 
tion. I cannot  have  the  heart  to  visit  with  severe 
punishment  the  weakness  of  the  victim,  while  the 
tempter  is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  power  and  still 
glories  in  his  shame;  while  the  successor  to  his 
authority  still  clings  to  the  leeks  and  onions  of 
Egypt,  and  is  not  ashamed  to  tell  this  suffering  na- 
tion that  the  people  of  Europe — the  people  of  Eng- 
land, are  afflicted  at  this  time  with  the  same  ca- 
lamity, and  springing  from  the  same  causes,  as 
themselves. 

I feel,  with  deep  sensibility,  the  distresses  of  the 
people  of  Alabama,  of  Louisiana,  of  Mississippi, 
and  of  the  whole  debtor  states,  and  can  have  no 
possible  animosity  against  their  banks;  but  my 
own  immediate  constituents  are  suffering  still  more 
intensely  from  the  same  heartless  experiment — 
more  intensely,  because  the  department , smooth  as 
the  down  of  thistle  to  the  southern  and  western 
hanks,  has  been  sharp  as  the  thistle  itself  to  the 
banks  of  the  North.  The  only  reason,  the  only 
necessity,  for  withholding  the  fourth  instalment 
from  the  fourteen  creditor  states  is  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  balances  due  by  the  banks  of  the 
ten  debtor  states.  To  this  I cannot  consent. 

Nor  is  my  opposition  to  these  two  bills  prompted 
by  the  mere  consideration  that  they  are  unwise  and 
un  just  in  themselves,  but  that  they  are  the  pioneers 
of  a system  of  policy  to  pervade  this  commencing 
administration  throughout  its  whole  career — a sys- 
tem of  sacrificing  the  rights  and  interests,  as  well 
as  the  feelings,  of  the  north,  to  the  overwhelming 
influence  of  southern  theories,  southern  interests, 
and  southern  dictation.  This  is  but  the  first  step 
of  a long  line  of  march;  and  the  preposterous  di- 
vorce of  bank  and  state,  so  delicious  to  the  taste, 
and  so  cheering  to  the  hopes  of  nullification,  is  un- 
doubtedly the  second.  This  measure,  too  absurd 
for  serious  reasoning,  too  alarming  for  scornful  de- 
rision, so  absurd  that  it  was  impossible  to  believe 
it  proposed  with  sincerity,  so  terrible  to  the  futu- 
rity of  this  nation,  if  really  sincere,  after  floating 
triumphantly,  in  its  passage  from  the  department, 
through  the  senate  into  this  house,  has  this  day,  by 
a t mid  and  almost  despairing  resistance,  been  de- 
ferred till  the  winter  session,  for  the  scary  and  the 
wavering  to  go  home  and  feel  the  pulse  of  the  de- 
mocracy of  numbers.  With  the  winter  session  it 
will  come  back,  and  nullification,  under  the  rank- 
est exhalation  of  whose  pestilential  breath  it  poured 
forth  its  first  fetid  infusions  into  this  hall,  will 
again  make  her  harpy  feasts  upon  its  offals.  That 
it  will  ever  receive  the  sanction  of  this  house,  may 
a merciful  heaven  forbid!  In  the  interval,  at 
least,  I will  cherish  the  hope  of  better  things,  and 
catch  every  gleam  of  brighter  prospects  to  illumi- 
nate the  auspices  of  the  coming  year. 

NOTE. 

Immediately  after  Mr.  Adams  concluded,  Mr. 
Cambreleng  moved  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 


the  state  of  the  union  to  lay  aside  this  bill,  without 
taking  the  question  upon  either  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  or  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  to  take  up  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  This  was  accordingly  done. 
That  bill  was  debated  between  two  and  three  hours, 
and  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  it  should  be  reported 
to  the  house.  It  was  so  reported,  and  the  cbairmar. 
(Mr.  Howard)  added  that  the  committee  had  had 
the  bill  for  adjusting  the  balances  remaining  due  by 
the  late  deposite  banks  under  consideration,  and 
had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon.  The  appropria- 
tion bill  was  then  debated,  amended,  and  passed  in 
the  house.  Just  before  the  house  went  into  com-  ■ 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  again, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  a member  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  moved  to  discharge  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  adjusting  the  balances  of  the  banks.  This 
movement  had  the  effect  of  stifling  all  further  de- 
bate in  committee,  not  only  on  the  bill,  but  on  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  by  Mr. 
Loomis.  It  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  doubtless  be- 
cause Mr.  Cambreleng  was  aware  that,  if  made  by 
him,  it  would  have  been  opposed;  the  committee 
having  taken  no  order  upon  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. The  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  probably  not 
understood  by  the  house,  passed  without  opposi- 
tion. The  house  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  reported,  without 
debate,  a bill  appropriating  one  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the'suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities. The  house  passed  it  with  equal  expedi- 
tion; and  then  the  bill  for  settling  the  balances  of 
the  banks  was  called  up  again.  Mr.  Johnson  forth- 
with presented  his  amendment,  which  was  to  strike 
out  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  the  time  allowed  by 
the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  senate,  and  insert  the 
1st  of  July,  1838,  the  1st  of  January  and  IstofJuly, 
1839,  for  the  times  of  payment  by  the  banks  of 
their  balances.  This  amendment  was  at  once 
adopted,  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  instantly  moved  the 
pfevious  question,  thereby  depriving  Mr.  Loomis 
of  the  opportunity  of  moving  his  amendment  in  the 
house:  which  amendment  was,  that  the  banks  should 
pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum 
upon  all  balances  remaining  in  deposite  with  them. 

By  this  series  of  manreuvres,  the  promise  made  by 
Mr.  Cambreleng  to  the  membersof  the  debtor  states, 
when  the  postponement  bill  was  laboring  on  its 
passage,  that  if  that  bill  should  pass,  a liberal  in- 
dulgence would  be  extended  to  their  banks,  was 
faithfully,  as  to  them,  performed.  The  bill  was 
thus  driven  through  the  house,  with  the  time  for 
settling  the  balances  of  the  banks  extended,  and 
without  even  requiring  interest  of  them  for  the 
time  of  defalcation.  The  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Arphaxad  Loomis’  amendment  was  extruded  from 
the  consideration  of  the  house  was  peculiarly  re- 
markable. The  bill  soon  came  back  from  the 
senate,  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  house, 
(extending  the  time  for  settlement),  with  an  amend- 
ment. as  follows: 

“And  the  default  mentioned  in  this  act,  on  which 
interest  is  to  commence  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
shall  be  understood  to  be  the  neglect  or  omission 
of  said  banks,  or  any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts 
or  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  made 
on  them  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act.” 

When  this  amendment  came  back  to  the  house, 
it  was  near  midnight,  and  there  was  no  quorum  of 
the  house  present.  Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland, 
moved  that  the  house  should  non-concur  with  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  with  a view  to  a confer- 
ence between  the  two  houses.  The  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Howard’s  motion,  when  there  appear- 
ed 61  for  non-concurring,  and  22  against  it.  No  Quo- 
rum. Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  observing  that, 
as  it  appeared  from  the  vote  just  taken,  that  there 
was  a large  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  a 
majority  of  a quorum  for  non-concurring  with  the 
amendment  of  the  senate,  a vote  should  now  be 
taken,  and  if  a majority  of  a quorum  should  vote  for 
non-concurrence,  it  should  be  considered  as  a vote 
of  the  house,  and  it  would  leave  this  question  just 
where  it  was  before  many  of  the  members  had  with- 
drawn from  the  house. 

To  this  Mr.  Adams  objected,  and  at  one  o’clock, 
Sunday  morning,  moved  (o  adjourn,  which  a ma- 
jority of  the  members  present  refused.  The  same 
motion  was  afterwards  made  by  another  member, 
and  the  question  being  taken  by  yens  and  nays, 
there  appeared  38  for,  and  50  against  adjournment. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved,  but  it  was  appa- 
rent that  in  less  than  four  hours  a quorum  could 
not  have  been  collected;  and  at  a quarter  before  two 
in  the  morning,  the  house  adjourned  to  meet  again  at 
eight  o’clock  Monday  morning. 

At  that  time  the  rules  prescribing  the  order  ot 
business  were  suspended  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cam- 
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breleng.  The  house  took  up  the  amendment  of 
the  senate;  and  instead  of  the  question  moved  by 
Mr.  Howard  on  Saturday  night,  that  tiie  house 
should  non-concur  with  that  amendment,  and  upon 
which  the  vote  had  stood  81  to  22,  and  upon  Which 
Mr.  Thomas  had  urged  that  a majority  of  a quorum 
had  voted  to  noil- concur — instead  of  this,  the  motion 
now  substituted  was  to  concur  with  the  amendment 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Adams  repeated  his  objections  to  the  bill;  to 
the  promise  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, at  the  passage  of  the  deposite  postponement 
bill,  that  further  indulgence  should  be  extended  to 
the  delinquent  banks,  if  the  postponement  bill 
should  pass;  and  to  the  indecent  manner,  as  he 
thought,  in  which  that  promise  was  performed  by 
the  proceedings  on  Saturday  night.  While  mak- 
ing these  objections,  Mr.  Adams  was  repeatedly 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  for  referring  to  what  had  passed 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  speaker  twice 
decided  that  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  not  be- 
ing now  before  the  house,  could  not  be  discussed 
at  this  time.  Two  members  from  the  debtor  states, 
Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Chapman,  of 
Alabama,  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  say  whether, 
by  charging  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  with  a bargain  of  further  indulgence  to 
the  delinquent  banks,  he  meant  to  allude  to  them. 
Mr.  Adams  disclaimed  all  intention  of  alluding  to 
any  individual.  He  considered  the  promise  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  as  a 
pledge  given  to  the  members  of  the  debtor  states  to 
purchase  their  votes  for  the  postponement  bill;  and 
the  transactions  of  Saturday  night  as  a redemption 
of  that  pledge.  Mr.  Garland  earnestly  entreated 
the  house  to  permit  him  to  answer  what  he  consi- 
dered as  a most  unjustifiable  attack  of  Mr.  Adams 
upon  the  members  from  Louisiana,  but  the  house, 
that  is,  the  majority,  would  not  listen  to  him.  No- 
thing was  more  remote  from  Mr.  Adams’  intentions 
than  an  attack  upon  the  members  from  Louisiana, 
both  of  whom  he  highly  and  sincerely  respects  and 
esteems.  He  deeply  regretted  that  the  house  refus- 
ed to  hear  Mr.  Garland,  not  only  because  it  was  Mr. 
Garland’s  desire  to  be  heard,  but  because  he  knew 
that  if  the  house  would  hear  him,  it  would  give 
Mr.  Adams  the  right  and  the  opportunity,  in  reply, 
to  unfold,  at  full  length,  the  two  transactions  of  the 
evenings  of  the  29th  of  September,  and  of  the  14th 
of  October — of  the  pledge  given,  and  the  pledge  re- 
deemed. These  were  memorable  days  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  country,  and  chiefly  memorable  as  char- 
acteristic examples  of  the  means  to  be  used  by  this 
incipient  administration  to  influence  legislative  ac- 
tion. The  states,  by  executive  agency,  had  alrea- 
dy been  divided  into  two  classes,  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  now  the  creditor  states  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  fourth  instalment  by  the  votes  of  the 
members  from  the  debtor  states. 

The  debate  of  the  29th  of  September  has  never 
been  fully  reported.  The  speeches  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
of  Georgia,  and  of  Mr.  Samson  Mason,  of  Ohio, 
signalizing  the  bargain  at  the  very  moment  when  it 
was  concluded  in  the  face  of  the  house,  have  been 
suppressed. 

The  bill  to  postpone,  till  further  order  of  congress, 
that  is,  forever,  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite, 
as  it  came  from  the  senate,  had  been  forced  to  the 
third  reading  by  a vote  of  119  to  117.  This  vote 
had  been  reconsidered  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ens, of  South  Carolina,  to  let  in  an  amendment  pro- 
posed by  him,  limiting  the  postponement  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1S39,  which  was  found  indispensable  to 
secure  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  had  then,  by  the 
application  of  the  previous  question,  been  again 
forced  to  the  third  reading  by  the  meager  majority 
of  ns  to  108  votes. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  that  the 
further  consideration  of  that  bill  should  be  post- 
poned to  the  ensuing  Tuesday,  to  take  up,  in  the 
mean  time,  and  pass  the  bill  for  adjusting  the  ba- 
lances with  the  delinquent  banks,  on  the  avowed 
plea  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  pass 
till  the  banks  of  the  debtor  states  should  have  the 
pledge  of  a longer  indulgence  of  time  than  they 
would  have  by  the  settlement  bill,  as  it  had  come 
from  the  senate. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gar- 
land to  postpone  the  postponement  bill,  but  gave 
the  pledge,  for  himself,  to  deal  as  generously  with 
those  banks  as  circumstances  would  admit;  for, 
though  no  friend  to  the  banks,  yet  he  was  willing 
to  afford  them  every  induloence  for  the  sake  of 
the  people  who  were  indebted  to  them. 

So  says  the  report  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe, 
very  prudently  condensing  in  a few  words  what  was 
much  more  largely  said  in  the  house.  The  Globe 
adds:  “Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  de- 
signated this  as  a bargain  between  the  two  gentle- 


men,” and  made  some  strictures  thereon,  and  then 
again  very  prudently  suppresses  those  strictures. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason  did  not  designate  it 
as  a bargain  between  the  two  gentlemen.  They  de- 
signated it  as  a bargain  tendered  by  the  chairman 
ot  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  the  mem- 
bers from  the  states  of  the  most  deeply  indebted 
banks,  of  longer  indulgence  of  time  to  those  banks 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  votes  of  those  members  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to 
the  creditor  states. 

That  this  was  the  phenomenon  designated  by 
Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason;  and  that  it  was  the 
bargain  actually  concluded,  any  one  may  perceive 
who  will  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gholson,  of 
Mississippi,  which  are  reported  at  full  length,  and 
very  correctly,  in  the  Globe.  No  one  can  doubt  of 
the  bargain,  after  reading  them. 

But  the  consummation  of  the  bargain  was  ac- 
complished on  Saturday  evening,  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber. The  deposite  postponement  bill  had  been 
sledge-hammered  through  the  house,  by  the  pre- 
vious question  and  the  votes  of  members  from  the 
debtor  states,  on  the  29th  of  September.  The  pro- 
mised equivalent  of  every  indulgence  to  the  debtor 
state  banks  was  to  be  granted  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber; and  it  was  done.  The  dexterous  discharge  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  from  the  consideration  of  the  bank  settle- 
ment bill,  while  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York, 
were  pending;  the  adroitness  with  which  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was 
then  squeezed  into  the  house,  and  the  instantane- 
ous start  of  the  previous  question,  to  cut  off  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York, 
were  exemplary  specimens  of  legislative  legerde- 
main. And,  although  the  final  amendment  of  the 
senate  somewhat  discomposed  the  desperate  fideli- 
ty of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  the  redemption  of  his  pledge,  yet  that  un- 
toward event  was  not  fairly  imputable  to  him.  If 
he  could  have  kept  a quorum  together  on  Saturday 
night,  he  would  have  non-concurred  the  amend- 
ment, and  then,  at  a conference,  the  senate  would 
have  receded  from  it.  But  Monday  morning  it  was 
too  late.  If  he  had  non-concurred  then,  his  quo- 
rum might  have  chanced  to  slip  from  under  him 
while  he  was  holding  his  conference  with  the  sen- 
ate, and  so  he  was  obliged  to  call  upon  his  majority 
of  a quorum  to  toe  the  mark  again.  Right  about 
face,  and  vote  to  concur  in  that  amendment,  which 
on  Saturday  night  they  had  stubbornly  voted  to 
non-concur. 

If  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  could  get  over  his  aversion  to  a discussion 
upon  nouns,  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs,  he  might 
find  an  edifying  text  for  a lecture  upon  the  literary 
composition  of  statute  law,  in  his  act  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  bank  balances,  as  it  now  stands 
among  the  rolls  of  the  department  of  state,  signed 
by  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States  and  presi- 
dent of  the  senate,  and  by  the  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  approved  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  Besides  the  absurdity  in  the 
first  section,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  provid- 
ing a relief  for  delinquent  banks,  by  an  exclusive 
application  of  it  to  banks  not  delinquent;  banks 
which  have  met  and  shall  hereafter  meet  all  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  department;  besides  this,  the  last 
amendment  of  the  senate  has. got  stowed  awaj'  in  a 
wrong  place.  It  should  have  been  added  to  the 
end  of  the  bill,  for  it  evidently  refers  to  the  last 
clause  of  the  bill;  but  as  it  was  presented  by  the 
senate  as  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  of  the 
house,  inserted  in  the  body  of  file  bill,  the  engross- 
ing clerks  seem  to  have  thought  that  an  amendment 
to  an  amendment,  must  hold  its  location  with  the 
amendment  itself,  and  could  not  be  transposed. 
This  may  be  a good  general  rule,  but  this  case 
manifestly  required  an  exception.  The  amend- 
ment, as  it  stands  in  the  act,  precedes  a clause 
which  it  was  undoubtedly  intended  to  follow;  and 
the  whole  section  looks  like  a broken  pane  of  glass, 
repaired  by  thrusting  into  it  a worsted  stocking. 
The  whole  act,  taken  together,  forms  a fine  speci- 
men of  the  figure  of  rhetoric  commonly  called  Ga- 
limatias. It  will  puzzle  the  philological  science  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  himself  to  give  it  an 
operative  rational  construction.  Whatever  con- 
struction he  may  give  to  it,  if  it  should  ever  have 
to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  a judicial  grammati- 
cal investigation,  the  strongest  argument  of  the  se- 
cretary for  construing  it  into  a relief  law  will  be  to 
address  the  judges  in  the  words  of  the  poet: 

Be  to  its  faults  a little  blind. 

Be  to  its  virtues  very  kind. 

Let  all  its  ways  be  unconfin'd. 

And  clap  the  padlock — on  the  mind. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  Oc- 


tober, in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  18th  Oc- 
tober, is  as  correct  as  could  be  expected  in  the 
hurry  and  confusion  which  always  attend  the  close 
of  a session  of  congress.  There  are  in  it,  however, 
several  mistakes,  which  it  is  necessary  should  be 
corrected.  Mr.  Adams  did  not  charge  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  with 
consummating  a bargain  with  certain  gentlemen 
from  Louisiana.  This  mistake  becomes  more  ag- 
gravated by  the  report  which  represents  Mr.  Chap- 
man, of  Alabama,  as  saying  “I  am  the  only  oilier 
member  from  Louisiana.”  Mr.  Rice  Garland  er- 
roneously supposed  that  Mr.  Adam’s  charge  ap- 
plied to  the  members  from  Louisiana,  and  especial- 
ly to  himself,  because  he  was  the  member  who,  at 
the  third  reading  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill, 
had  moved  to  lay  it  aside  until  the  bank  settlement 
bill  should  be  taken  up  and  passed  with  a lengthen- 
ed indulgence  of  time  to  the  delinquent  banks. 
This  was  the  occasion  of  the  memorable  pledge  of 
every  indulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks,  given  by 
the  chairman  of  ways  and  means — then  signalized 
by  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio— and  re- 
deemed on  the  evening  of  the  14th  ot  October. 
But  the  bargain  was  not  with  “certain  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,”  for  Mr.  H.  Johnson  voted  against 
the  deposite  postponement  bill,  and  Mr.  Garland 
did  not  vote  upon  it  at  all.  Neither  was  the  bargain 
with  Mr.  Chapman,  who,  though  he  voted  for  the 
deposite  postponement  bill,  disapproved,  and,  it  is 
believed,  voted  against  the  bank  settlement  bill. 
The  appliance  of  the  promise  of  every  indulgence 
to  the  delinquent  banks  was  to  all  the  members  ■ 
from  the  debtor  slates.  Their  banks  were  the  only 
banks  that  needed  indulgence.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment was  not  to  be  withheld  from  them.  They 
had  it  already,  and  three  times  as  much  more  of 
the  public  moneys,  which  should  have  been  paid  to 
the  creditor  states,  and  which  could  be  withheld 
from  them  only  by  postponing  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment. 

A third  mistake  in  the  report  is  that  which  rep- 
resents Mr.  Adams  as  saying  that  the  bargain  was 
pointed  out  at  the  time  when  it  took  place  by  a 
gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  by  a member 
from  Ohio,  Mr.  Samson  Mason. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  act  as  it  finally 
passed  with  the  words  in  the  first  section  upon 
which  Mr.  Adams  commented,  printed  in  italics; 
and  with  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the 
amendment  of  the  house,  in  the  second  section, 
also  printed  in  italics,  and  inclosed  within  brackets: 
An  act  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the 
late  deposite  banks. 

Be  it  enacted  fyc.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue 
to  withdraw  the  public  moneys  now'  remaining  in 
any  of  the  former  deposite  banks,  in  a manner  as 
gradual  and  convenient  to  the  institutions  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  re- 
quired by  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
under  which  those  deposites  were  made,  shall  be 
demanded  of  any  bank  which  has  met,  and  shall 
hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  department. 
This  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public  mo- 
neys as  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whe- 
ther standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasmer  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  disbursing  or  other  public 
officer  of  the  government. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  as  he  shall  make  them, in  conformity  with 
the  first  section  of  this  act, suits  shall  be  instituted, 
where  that  has  not  already  been  done,  to  recover 
the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States,  unless  the 
defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  execut- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  a 
bond  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  to  pay  to  the  United  Slates  the 
whole  moneys  due  from  it  in  three  instalments. 
The  first  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
the  second  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  remaining  inslal- 
ment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine;  [ and  the  default  mentioned,  in  this  act, 
on  which  interest  is  to  commence  at  the  rate  of  sixper 
cent,  shall  be  understood  to  be  the  neglect  or  omission 
of  said  banks,  or  any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts  or 
requisitions  of  the  secretary/  of  the  ireasury,  made  on 
them  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  o/ 
this  act;]  and  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  default,  to- 
gether with  any  damages  which  may  have  accrued 
to  the  United  States  from  protests  of  drafts  drawn 
upon  it  or  from  any  other  consequence  of  its  fail- 
ure to  fulfil  its  obligations  to  tile  public  treasury. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

English  rail  roads.  In  looking  over  the  arnnifl 
report  of  the  London  and  Birmingham  rail-way 
company,  we  were  struck  with  the  large  amount 
of  certain  expenditures.  The  whole  length  of  the 
road  will  be  1121  miles,  and  the  cost  will  be  about 
$22,000,000.  At  the  time  of  making  the  report, 
13th  of  August,  only  24-£  miles  were  completed 
from  London.  In  the  23  days  preceding  the  re- 
port, the  whole  time  of  the  sec  tion  being  open  to 
travel,  38,855  persons  had  travelled  that  route,  and 
the  daily  number  was  rapidly  increasing.  The  dai- 
ly receipts  were  about  $'900.  Among  the  costs  at- 
tending the  works,  we  notice. 

For  obtaining  the  act  of  incorporation,  $350,000 
Advertising  and  printing,  10,000 

We  were  particularly  struck  with  the  statement 
that  the  gross  weekly  receipts  for  parcels  now 
carried  on  the  Birmingham  road,  is  upwards  of 
$6,000. 

A London  paper  mentions  that  an  invention  has 
been  applied  to  the  locomotive  steam  engine  by 
which  all  that  clangor  and  noise  caused  by  the  al- 
ternating motion  of  the  piston  is  prevented. 

[United  States  Gazette. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  a board 
of  naval  surgeons  will  convene  in  Philadelphia  ear- 
ly in  December,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  can- 
didates for  promotion  to  surgeons  in  the  navy,  and 
for  admission  as  assistant  surgeons  in  that  branch 
of  the  public  service.  The  gentlemen  who  are  na- 
med as  composing  the  board  are,  doctor  Wm.  P.  C. 
Barton,  president,  doctors  Harris,  Morgan,  Boyd, 
and  Dillard,  members.  We  have  noticed  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement  in  the  medical  corps  of  our 
navy  for  some  years  past  with  great  satisfaction,  and 
are  prepared  to  believe  that  it  will  stand  a compar- 
ison with  the  surgeons  of  any  navy  in  Europe. 
The  numerous  applicants  for  admission  into  the  na- 
vy gives  the  board  an  apportunity  to  select  those  of 
the  very  first  order  of  talents.  [ U . S.  Gaz. 

M.  Cavalcanti  D’ Albuquerque , charge  d’affaires 
of  Brazil,  left  the  city  yesterday,  on  his  return  to 
his  own  country.  We  must  be  allowed  to  express 
our  regret  at  the  departure  of  this  gentleman  from 
our  city,  where  he  has  for  four  years  exercised  the 
functions  of  representative  of  his  government  near 
that  of  our  own.  We  believe  we  rnay  say  with 
confidence  that  a diplomatic  corps  in  any  country 
has  seldom  counted  among  its  members  one  more 
highly  respected  by  his  colleagues,  and  at  the  same 
time  enjoying  more  generally  the  esteem  and  con- 
sideration which  the  amiable  and  excellent  qualities 
of  his  mind,  have  gained  for  this  gentleman  from 
society  at  large.  We  can  add  without  hesitation 
that  he  leaves  behind  him  nothing  but  the  sincerest 
wishes  for  his  future  success  and  welfare  on  the 
part  of  his  many  friends,  and  of  an  extensive  circle 
of  acquaintances.  [Nat.  Int. 

Horrid  deed.  Last  week,  a man  travelling  on 
foot,  entered  the  village  of  Woodbury,  Connecticut, 
and  having  put  up  at  a tavern,  went  before  a ma- 
gistrate to  make  a complaint  of  having  been  robbed. 
The  magistrate  supposed  from  his  manner  that  the 
man  was  intoxicated,  but  it  appeared  by  his  subse- 
quentconduct  that  he  was  deranged,  for  he  soon  af- 
ter returned  to  the  tavern,  armed  with  a knife,  and, 
without  any  provocation,  stabbed  a young  man 
named  Peck.  He  then  attacked  a Mr.  Marshall, 
giving  him  some  severe  wounds  in  the  abdomen  and 
afterwards  successively  stabbed  with  severe  wounds 
a Mrs.  Swift,  and  a Mrs.  Preston.  The  assassin 
then  retreated  behind  a door  and  cut  his  own  throat. 
It  is  douotfuL  whether  three  of  the  four  persons 
stabbed  will  survive. 

The  rapid  decline  in  numbers  of  the  present 
royal  family  of  England  is  unexampled  in  history. 
George  III.  had  fifteen  children,  and  thirteen  of 
them  lived  lo  maturity.  Seven  of  them  still  sur- 
vive, at  ages  far  beyond  the  average  of  any  family 
in  the  world;  and  where  is  the  third  generation? 
One  young  lady,  the  present  queen,  representing 
the  duke  of  Kent;  one  young  gentleman,  heir  to 
the  king  of  Hanover;  and  a son  and  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Cambridge — -four  persons  in  all,  and 
three  of  these  born  in  the  same  year,  1819,  when 
their  grandfather  was  fourscore  years  old,  and  one 
born  a couple  of  years  after;  these  compose  all  the 
return.  Of  what  other  family,  the  head  of  which 
was  born  a century  ago,  could  the  same  be  said? 

The  Columbus  Journal  states  that,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  a geological  survey  of  Jackson  county, 
Ohio,  the  bones  of  an  animal  of  extraordinary  size 
were  discovered.  The  tusk  measured  ten  feet  nine 
inches  in  length,  and  twenty-three  inches  in  cir- 
cumference at  the  largest  part,  and  weighing,  when 
taken  from  the  earth,  180  lbs.  The  largest  tooth 
weighed  80  lbs.  4 ounces,  and  the  other  bones  were 
of  corresponding  proportion! 


The  vine.  A gentleman  of  Cincinnati,  Nicholas 
Longworth,  esq.,  who  has  great  experience  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  in  a letter  published  in  the 
Cincinnati  Express,  respecting  the  vintage  of  the 
present  year,  says: — 

The  day  is  not  distant,  when  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio  will  rival  the  rivers  of  France  and  Germany, 
in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  their  wines.  But 
after  an  experience  of  twenty-five  years,  and  a 
waste  of  time  and  money  in  cultivation  of  a great 
variety  of  foreign  w'ine  grapes,  I recommend  to  all 
persons  establishing  vineyards,  to  discard  foreign 
grapes,  and  confine  themselves  to  American  varie- 
ties, and  the  producing  of  new  varieties  from  their 
seed.” 

Jhvful  prediction.  A learned  astronomer  of  Bre- 
men has  made  a calculation,  w'hich  is  enough  to 
make  one  tremble  for  the  dreadful  state  of  posterity. 
According  to  the  calculations  of  this  sage,  after  a 
lapse  of  83,000  years,  a comet  will  approach  to  the 
earth  in  the  same  proximity  as  the  moon,  after 
4,000,000  years  it  will  approach  to  the  distance  of 
7,700  geographical  miles;  and  then  if  its  attraction 
equals  that  of  the  earth,  the  waters  of  the  ocean  will 
be  elevated  13,000  feet,  and  a deluge  will  necessarily 
en-sue.  After  a lapse  of  22,000,000  years  this  comet 
will  then  clash  with  the  earth. 

Crops.  The  Limestone  Register,  published  at 
Athens,  Alabama,  of  the  20th  October,  states  that 
the  crops  in  that  part  of  the  country  are  good — the 
cotton  is  much  better  than  was  anticipated,  and 
thus  far  the  season  for  gathering  has  been  all  that 
could  be  wished  for. 

The  Tuscumbia  (Alabama)  Register  of  26th  ult. 
says  of  the  cotton  crop: — “From  present  prospects, 
the  planters  in  the  Tennessee  valley  have  reason  to 
anticipate,  at  least,  an  average  crop.  The  staple  is 
generally  good,  and  hands  are  now  able  to  pick  out 
from  a hundred  to  a hundred  and  sixty  pounds  per 
day.  Should  heavy  frosts  hold  off  a week  or  two 
longer,  which  the  present  state  of  the  weather  ap- 
pears to  indicate,  the  crop  will  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  contingencies.’’’ 

Phenomenon.  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varney,  of  New- 
ington, has  a tree  in  his  orchard  which  has  bloomed 
fourtimes  this  season  (in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September,  respectively;)  the  three 
first  blooms  producing  fruit,  but  the  last  was  blight- 
ed by  the  early  frost.  The  novel  spectacle  was  ex- 
hibited of  a tree  bearing  three  different  grades  of 
apples  beautifully  intersoersed  with  blooms  of  the 
fourth  family.  We  have  specimens  of  the  fruit 
from  the  second  and  third  blooms. 

Portsmouth  N.  H.  Gazette. 

Valuable  cargo.  The  steamboat  Swiltsure,  capt. 
Murray,  arrived  here  from  Albany,  Wednesday 
evening,  having  in  tow  sundry  barges  containing 
among  other  things,  twelve  thousand  barrels  of 
Hour,  which  at  the  market  price,  is  worth  at  least 
$100,000.  We  hope  enough  will  come  in  before 
navigation  closes,  to  defeat  the  designs  of  those,  if 
any,  who  could  again  subject  us  to  famine  prices  in 
the  midst  of  abundance.  [Jour.  Com. 

“The  lady  and  the  leaf .”  The  London  penny-a- 
liners  have  found  much  materials  for  their  calling 
in  the  new  queen.  One  of  the  tribe  in  his  notice 
of  the  Italian  opera,  after  lamenting  that  her  majes- 
ty did  not  show  herself  during  the  performance, 
gives  vent  in  the  following  oriental  simile  to  his 
loyal  and  passionate  imagination:  “During  the 

whole  night  she  kept  quite  retired  behind  the  cur- 
tain, like  a fairy  hidden,  by  a rose  leaf. 

[Hudson’s  Express. 

The  Woodstock,  Virginia,  Sentinel  of  November 
2 says — “Partridges  are  so  numerous  in  our  vicini- 
ty that  they  have  actually  marched  into  the  stores 
of  this  village,  offering  themselves  up  willing  sacri- 
fices to  the  delighted  merchants.  There  is  scarcely 
a garden  in  town  where  they  are  not  to  be  found; 
and  one  morning  this  week  we  saw  several  sitting 
upon  the  market  house  of  this  place.” 

At  a sale  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  Ohio  compa- 
ny, held  at  Chillicothe,  on  the  2Sth  ult.  two  bulls 
were  sold  at  $2,500  each,  and  others  from  $700 
down  to  $ 425.  A cow  sold  for  $1,300,  another  for 
$1,220,  one  for  $1,450,  one  for  $1,200,  one  for 
$1,015,  and  others  from  $375  down  to  $610  each. 

The  number  of  school  children  in  Massachusetts 
between  the  age  of  four  and  six  years,  in  1837,  as 
reported,  was  160,676.  The  apportionment  of  the 
school  fund  for  their  education  was  .$19,002.  All 
the  towns  must  make  returns  yearly  to  the  secre- 
tary’s office,  or  lose  their  proportion  of  the  fund. 

Bread  and  meat.  On  Thursday  last  one  steam- 
boat brought  down  from  Albany,  in  tow  boats, 
12,000  barrels  of  flour.  Another  boat,  on  the  same 
day,  arrived  with  800  dressed  hogs. 


Mortality  of  Washington  City.  According  to  the 
report  of  Harvey  Lindsey,  president  of  the  board 
of  health,  twenty-eight  deaths  were  reported  to  the 
board  for  the  month  ending  the  31st  of  Oclober. 
Of  these,  there  were  of  the  age  of  two  years  and 
under,  6;  between  two  and  ten,  7;  between  tea 
and  thirty,  7;  between  thirty  and  fifty,  6;  between 
fifty  and  eighty,  1;  upwards  of  eighty,  1. 

Diseases — consumption  7;  summer  complaint  2, 
typhus  fever  2;  scarlet  fever  2;  pleurisy  2;  still-born 
1;  not  reported  2;-colic  1;  burnt  1;  dysentery  3; 
whooping  cough  1;  teething  1;  drowned  1;  bilious 
fever  1;  intemperance  1. 

The  old  pear  tree  on  the  Third  Avenue,  planted 
by  governor  Stuyvesant,  has  lately  been  surrounded 
by  a wooden  pailing  to  protect  its  trunk.  We  com- 
mend this  as  an  act  of  piety  towards  old  age,  whe- 
ther it  was  done  by  an  individual  or  by  order  of  the 
corporation.  The  venerable  treeyet  annually  drops 
its  fruit  on  the  side-walk,  and,  if  not  destroyed  by 
accident  or  wantonness,  will  probably  continue  to 
do  so  for  a century  to  come.  [N.  Y.  Ev.  Post. 

The  emperor  Nicholas.  The  present  autocratrof 
Russia,  appears  to  be  a more  incomprehensible  be- 
ing than  Napoieon.  His  own  subjects  adore  him, 
as  every  thing  noble,  brave,  generous  and  patriotic. 
Foreigners  who  have  visited  his  court,  especially 
Americans,  are  charmed  with  his  affability  and  do- 
mestic virtu  es,  while  the  Poles  and  the  friends  of 
Poland,  execrate  him  as  a cruel,  blood-thirsty  ty- 
rant, Posterity,  perhaps,  will  do  hinr  justice. 

They  have  a newspaper  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
— published  in  English — at  Owyhee,  and  edited 
hy  an  American.  It  was  here  that  capt.  Cook  lost 
his  life.  Little  did  he  think  that  those  savages, 
would  in  such  a short  space  of  time,  be  enjoying 
the  light  of  Christianity,  and  civilization,  with  its 
attendant  luxuries — dissipations  and  vices.  Such, 
however,  is  the  fact,  and  that  beautiful  group  of  is- 
lands in  the  Pacific  ocean,  now  has  schools — chur- 
ches— ships — and  printing  offices. 

The  receipts  of  the  Charleston  and  Hamburg  rail 
road,  for  the  last  month,  October,  were  upwards  of 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  an  amount  for  one  month, 
never  exceeded  but  once,  in  the  most  prosperous 
preceding  years  of  the  road.  The  company  will 
no  doubt  now  go  on  steadily  increasing  their  pro- 
fits. The  road  has  been  improved  wonderfully, 
within  the  last  18  months.  [Charleston  Mercury . 

A new  association  has  been  formed  in  London, 
called  the  electrical  society.  The  address,  read  at 
the  first  meeting,  sets  forth  that  whereas  the  culti- 
vation of  electricity  must  inevitably  confer  the  most 
important  benefits  on  mankind,  &e.  therefore  tfie 
society  is  instituted  to  ensure  the  co-operation  of 
experimentalists,  and  the  collection  of  more  numer- 
ous and  explicit  data,  &c.  &c. 

A wretch  named  Pinel  was  executed  at  Rouen 
on  the  19th  of  September,  who  was  convicted  on 
the  evidence  of  his  own  child  of  strangling  his  wile 
in  the  night.  An  immense  crowd  attended,  and  all. 
the  windows  that  commanded  a view  of  the  execu- 
tion were  filled  with  spectators.  Amongst  the 
crowd  were  seen  mothers  with  their  infants  in  their 
arms  to  witness  the  death  of  the  wretched  man. 

A healthy  town.  In  the  town  of  Deddington,  Ox- 
fordshire, comprising,  according  to  the  last  returns, 
a population  of  1,847  inhabitants,  there  is  no  resi- 
dent surgeon  or  apothecary.  If  the  inhabitants  are 
likewise  without  a lawyer,  what  a happy  and  eon 
tented  race  they  ought  to  be! 

A letter  from  the  rev.  Dr.  Kirkland  to  the  hon. 
John  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  describing  his  visit 
to  the  Holy  Land,  gives  the  populalion-of  the  princi- 
pal places  as  follows — -Jerusalem,  15,000  to  20,000; 
Nazareth  4,000,  all  but  500  Turks  of  the  Christian 
persuasion;  Bethlehem,  1,000;  Ramlah,  30,000; 
Jaffa  3,000,  Turks  and  Arabs,  including  500  Chris- 
tians. 

A startling  fact.  We  are  told  by  a friend,  says 
the  Camden  Mail,  that  six  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  wine,  and  fifteen  hundred,  dollars  worth  of  other 
kinds  of  intoxicating  drink  were  sold  at  the  race, 
course,  near  this  town,  during  the  tour  days  racing 
of  the  week  before  last!  What  a manufactory  of 
drunkards  is  here! — in  the  midst  of  a moral  and 
temperate  community! 

Ex-president  Jackson  was  at  Nashville  on  the 
2Sth  ult.  where  he  had  been  for  several  days,  at 
the  residence  of  gen.  Armstrong,  the  defeated  can- 
didate for  governor  of  Tennessee.  Gen.  J’s  health 
was  feeble. 

Judge  Lewis,  now  a distinguished  lawyer  and 
judge  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a journeyman  printer  in 
the  office  of  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser  in 
1817.  Application  and  industry  will  do  more  foi 
mechanics  in  this  country  than  trades  unions, 
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OCp-Mr.  Webster’s  speech  on  the  currency  and 
on  the  new  plan  of  collecting  and  keeping  the  public 
money,  is  published  in  subsequent  pages. 

(JCJ-The  present  sheet  contains  two  letters  from 
Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  appeared  in  the  “Madisonian” 
in  reply  to  some  strictures  of  the  “Globe”  upon  the 
character  of  Mr.  W.  and  his  duties  as  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks.  We  have  seldom  given  up  our 
columns  to  personal  matters,  and  are  induced 
in  the  present  instance  to  depart  from  the  rule  we 
have  prescribed  for  ourselves  only  from  the  convic- 
tion that  Mr.  W’s  statements  are  essential  to  a full 
understanding  of  the  connection  of  the  govern- 
ment with  the  banks  and  the  currency.  So  long  as 
they  are  strictly  confined  to  these  points,  and  do 
not  trench  upon  our  limits,  we  will  publish  them; 
and  at  the  same  time  hold  ourselves  prepared  to 
give  place  to  any  authorized  denial  or  explanation 
of  his  statements. 

Stocks  and  specie.  In  New  York,  on  the  15th, 
sales  of  United  States  bank  stock  were  made  at 
$123,  and  on  the  same  day  in  Philadelphia  at  $125. 
The  “Herald”  of  the  latter  city  says — The  high 
character  which  this  stock  bears  in  England,  added 
to  the  abundance  of  money  now'  existing  there,  ren- 
ders it  a desirable  object  for  remittance.  There  is 
evidently  a large  amount  of  money  in  hands  for  in- 
vestment, arising  partly  from  the  dividends  of  our 
city  banks,  which  are  payable  on  the  18th  inst. 

Specie.  From,  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  of  the  15 th. 
The  sales  this  morning,  were  $1,000  in  quarters  at 
51  prem.  We  note  American  gold  6^  a 6j  pre- 
mium:’half  dollars  6?f  a 7 do;  Mexican  dollars  7-f  a 
7i  do;  five  franc. pieces  $1.00  a 1.01]-;  sovereigns 
$5  131  a 5.15;  doubloons  $16.90  a $17;  do  Patriot 
$16.50  a 16.60. 

Treasury  drafts — lj  a 2 premium. 

Treasury  notes — 2 a 2j  premium. 

Express  mail  postage.  It  seems  that  many 
postmasters  do  not  consider  it  their  duty  to  obey  an 
explicit  law  of  congress, until  instructed  to  do  so  by 
the  postmaster  general.  This  is  an  error.  The 
law  is  above  the  postmaster  general’s  instructions; 
and  the  latter  should  only  be  waited  for  or  asked  in 
cases  of  doubt.  The  resolution  directing  express 
mail  postage  to  be  required  in  advance,  is  too  ex- 
plicit to  need  explanation,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  postmaster  to  obey  it  on  sight.  Such,  we 
learn,  are  the  views  of  the  department.  [Globe. 

Exploring  expedidion.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  states  that  the  following  appointments 
have  been  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Lieut.  James  Glynn,  commanding  the  brig  Con- 
sort, geographer  and  hydrographerj 

Lieut.  Matthew  F.  Maury,  of  the  ship  Relief,  as- 
tronomer. 

Chaplain  Walter , historiographer  and  librarian. 

The  duties  of  these  several  appointments  will  be 
discharged  by  the  respective  incumbents,  we  be- 
lieve, in  addition  to  their  duties  as  officers  of  the 
navy. 

Elections.  The  returns  of  the  New  York  elec- 
tion published  in  the  last  “Register,”  were  but 
indices  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  political 
revolutions  which  has  been  witnessed  in  this  coun- 
try; for  it  will  be  seen  by  the  exhibit  below  that 
the  Van  Buren  party  in  that  great  state  has  been 
overthrowm  in  all  its  strong  holds,  and  has  but  a 
meager  representation  in  the  popular  branch  of  the 
legislature;  whilst  only  two  of  the  eight  members 
of  the  senate  elected  this  year,  are  members  of  that 
party.  This  result,  so  unexpected  to  both  parties, 
has  elevated  the  one  in  the  same  ratio  that  it  has 
depressed  the  other,  and  the  joy  of  the  victors  has 
been  echoed  in  all  quarters  of  the  country.  It  is 
hailed  by  the  whigs  as  a triumph  of  their  principles 
and  a certain  indication  of  the  downfall  of  the  pre- 
sent administration.  Congratulatory  meetings  have 
been  held  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &e. 
and  delegates  appointed  to  attend  a grand  celebra- 
tion to  be  held  in  New  York  on  the  22d  inst.  We 
will  give  the  official  returns  of  the  election,  with 
such  other  particulars  as  may  be  useful  for  refer- 
Vdl.  Ill— Sig.  12. 


ence,  m our  next;  in  the  meantime  we  refer  our 
readers  to  the  brief  speech  of  Ogden  Hoffman, 
esq.  at  Fanueil  Hall,  Boston,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
feeling  the  victory  has  excited  among  the  success- 
ful party. 

Senate — members  elected. 

Whigs.  Van  Buren. 

1st  dis.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 

2d  “ Henry  A.  Livingston, 

3d  “ Edw.  P.  Livingston, 

4th  “ Martin  Lee, 

5th  “ Avery  Skinner, 

6th  “ Laurens  Hull, 

7th  “ John  Maynard, 

8th  “ Wm.  A.  Moseley. 

Assembly.  List  of  the  members  elected  to  the 
assembly  from  each  county  in  the  state. 


New  York 

King’s 

Queen’s 

Richmond 

Westchester 

Dutchess 

Orange 

Columbia 

Ulster 

Rensselaer 

Albany 

Schenectady 

Saratoga 

Oneida 

Green 

Montgomery 

Rockland 

Putnam 

Sullivan 

Onandaga 

Schoharie 

Herkimer 

Washington 

Cayuga 

Ontario 

Yates 

Monroe 

Warren 

Erie 

Seneca 

Oswego 

Tompkins 

Wayne 

Cortland 

Chenango 

Jefferson 

Livingston 

Essex 

Tioga 

Clinton 

Lewis 

Otsego 

Madison 

Genessee 

Chatauque 

Orleans 

St.  Lawrence 

Steuben 

Alleghany 

Franklin 

Delaware 

Broome 

Niagara 

Suffolk 

Cattaraugus 

Chemung 

Total, 


1837. 
W.  V.  B 
13  0 

2 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 0 
3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

2 0 
3 0 

3 0 
1 0 
2 0 

4 0 
2 0 

3 0 
0 1 
0 1 
0 1 

4 0 

2 0 
0 2 
2 0 
3 0 

3 0 

1 0 
3 0 

0 1 
3 0 

0 I 
2 0 
2 0. 
2 0 
2 0 

3 0 

1 2 
2 () 

1 0 
1 0 
0 1 

0 1 
0 3 

0 3 

4 0 

3 0 

1 0 
0 2 

0 3 
2 0 

1 0 
0 2 
1 0 
2 0 
0 2 
2 0 
0 1 

101  27 

27 


1836. 

W.  V.  B. 
7 6 

0 2 
0 1 
1 0 
0 2 
0 3 

0 3 

0 3 

0 2 
0 3 

0 3 

0 1 
0 2 
0 4 

0 2 
0 3 

0 1 
0 1 
0 1 
0 4 

0 2 
0 2 
2 0 
0 3 

3 0 

0 1 
3 0 

0 1 

3 0 

0 1 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
2 0 
0 3 

0 3 
2 0 

1 0 

0 1 
0 1 
0 1 
0 3 

0 3 

4 0 

3 0 

0 1 
0 2 

0 3 
0 2 

1 0 
0 2 
0 1 
2 0 
0 2 
0 2 
0 1 

34  94 

34 


Whig  maj.  74  V.  B.  maj.  lastyear,  60 
Whig  gain,  67 

The  state  election  took  place  in  Massachusetts  on 
Monday  last,  and  also  resulted  in  the  triumph  of 
the  whig  candidates.  The  Boston  Daily  Adverti- 
ser of'Tuesday  morning  contains  the  particulars  of 
the  election  in  that  city  and  in  thirty-four  towns. 
The  result  is  a whig  majority  in  every  ward,  [three 
gave  a majority  for  the  administration  candidates  last 
year,]  and  a total  majority  of  3,249  votes;  being  an 
increase  in  the  city  on  the  majority  of  last  year  of 


1,471.  Hardly  a town  had  we  heard  from  in  which 
there  is  not  an  increase  of  whig  votes,  and  in  nearly 
all  there  is  a decrease  of  the  Van  Buren  votes.  The 
whig  gain  in  thirty-four  towns  is  3,445:  in  which 
may  be  added  400  for  Lowell,  where  there  was  a 
majority  of  360  when  the  cars  left  for  Boston,  and 
the  polls^not  then  closed. 

The  Courier  says — The  whig  senators  are  doubt- 
lessly elected  in  Worcester.  Hampshire,  Franklin, 
Barnstable,  Nantucket  and  Dukes  counties.  Hamp- 
den and  Berkshire  last  year  elected  Van  Buren 
senators  by  small  majorities.  Unless  the  Van  Bu- 
renites  have  saved  themselves  this  year  in  the  two 
last  counties,  the  whigs  have  swept  the  state. 

The- whole  number  of  votes  given  in  the  election 
of  last  year,  legally  returned— those  of  nine  towns, 
amounting  to  nearly  two  thousand,  being  rejected 
for  informality — was  78,389,  of  which  42,160  were 
for  gov.  Everett,  35,992  forjudge  Morton,  and  237 
scattering,  making  a plurality  of  6,168.  The  Bos- 
ton Atlas  estimates  gov.  Everett’s  majority  this 
year  at  20,000. 

In  Michigan  the  election  for  governor  and  mem- 
bers of  assembly  also  took  place  on  the  6th  inst. 
The  candidates  for  governor  were  Trowbridge  ( W.) 
and  Mason  (V.  B.)  From  the  Free  Press  and  De- 
troit Daily  Advertiser  of  the  9th  inst.  we  gather  the 
following: 

In  T Vayne  county,  which  comprises  the  city  of  De- 
troit, the  entire  whig  ticket  is  elected.  In  August 
the  Van  Buren  majority  was  461  votes.  In  De- 
troit, Mason’s  (V.  B.  jmajority  is  3S — in  August 
86 . 

In  Macomb  county  the  whig  majority  is  231— in 
August  it  was  70. 

In  Monroe  county,  returns  from  11  towns  give 
Mason,  (V.  B.)  a majority  of  253  over  Trowbridge, 
(W.)  J 

St.  Clair  is  reported  to  have  given  a majority  for 
the  Van  Buren  ticket. 

Hamtramck  is  said  to  have  given  Mason  67  ma- 
jority over  Trowbridge  (W.) 

Springwells  gave  63  majority  for  Trowbridge 
(W.) 

Greenfield  is  reported  to  have  given  25  majority 
for  Trowbridge,  (W:  ) 

Monguagon  is  said  to  have  given  Trowbridge  15 
majority,  (W.) 

The  election  held  in  Frederick  county,  Virginia , 
on  Monday  the  6th  inst.,  for  a member  of  the  house 
of  delegates  in  the  place  of  E.  W.  Robinson,  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Joseph 
H.  Sherrard — for  Sherrard  473;  for  Wm.  L.  Clark 
175.  The  Winchester  Republican  says  both  of  the 
candidates  profess  to  be  members  of  “the  demo- 
cratic party.”  Mr.  Clark  was  the  regular  Van 
Buren  caucus  sub-treasury  candidate — Mr.  Sher- 
rard is  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and 
was  induced  to  take  the  field  in  opposition  to  the 
regular  nomination  at  the  suggestion  of  a number 
of  his  friends. 

An  election  was  held  in  Mississippi  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  the  6th  and  7th  inst.  for  governor, 
members  of  congress,  secretary  of  3tate,  state  trea- 
surer, auditor  of  public  accounts  and  attorney  gene- 
ral. Some  anxiety  is  manifested  to  see  the  vote  for 
members  of  congress,  which  was  held  in  disregard 
of  the  late  decision  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
by  which  Messrs.  Gholsori  and  Claiborne  were  re- 
cognized as  duly  elected  for  the  whole  term  of  the 
present  congress.  The  administration  party,  we  be- 
lieve, had  no  candidates,  but  it  is  supposed  the  vote 
for  the  whig  candidates  will  test  the  opinion  of  the 
state.  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  have,  how- 
ever, addressed  a circular  to  the  people  of  the  state 
declaring  their  intention  to  retain  their  seats. 

Department  of  state.  Washington , 11  th 
Nov.  1S37.  According  to  the  provision  of  the  2d 
section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  14th  of  April, 
1792,  entitled  “an  act  concerning  consuls  and  vice 
consuls,”  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape 
Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  notified  this  de- 
partment of  the  death,  by  drowning,  of  John  Brown, 
near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

It  is  believed  that  the  deceased  was  a native  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  that  he  had  resided 
for  a number  of  years  in  the  state  of  Marylaud  near 
Baltimore. 
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In  conformity  with  the  law  in  such  a case  made 
and  provided,  the  consul,  Isaac  Chase,  esq.  has  ta- 
ken charge  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased. 

Commodore  Ridgely.  We  publish  with  plea- 
sure the  following  merited  tribute  to  the  praise- 
worthy promptness  of  commodore  Ridgely,  in  fit- 
ting out  an  expedition  in  pursuit  of  the  supposed 
pirates  of  the  Susquehannab:  [If.  Y.  Star. 

To  commodore  Ridgely,  navy  yard,  Brooklyn: 

Sir:  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  city,  at 
their  regular  meeting  on  the  7th  inst.  passed  are- 
solution,  unanimously,  tendering  you  their  thanks, 
and  those  officers  associated  with  you,  for  the  zeal 
and  judgment  exercised  by  you  in  preparing  for 
service  the  means  within  your  power,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  late  alarm  of  piracy  on  our  coast.  It 
gives  us  much  pleasure  to  transmit  the  same  to  you 
and  through  you  to  captain  Stringham,  captain 
Perry  and  lieutenant  Sands,  who  so  promptly  co- 
operated with  you  on  that  occasion.  Respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant. 

Robert  Lenox,  president. 

Jacob  Harvey,  sec. 

New  York,  9th  Nov.  1837. 

U.  S.  navy  yard,  New  York,  Nov.  11,  1837. 

To  Robert  Lenox,  esq. 

President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

Sir:  1 have  been  honored  with  a communica- 

tion from  you  as  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  city  of  New  York,  informing  me  that 
the  chamber,  at  the  regular  meeting  on  the  7th  inst. 
passed  a resolution,  “unanimously  tendering  you 
(to  myself)  their  thanks,  and  those  officers  asso- 
ciated with  you,  (me,)  for  the  zeal  and  judgment 
exercised  in  preparing  for  service  the  means  with- 
in my  power,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  alarm  of 
piracy  on  our  coast,”  and  asking  of  me  to  transmit 
the  same  to  captain  Stringham,  captain  Perry  and 
lieutenant  Sands,  who  so  promptly  co-operated  with 
me  on  the  occasion. 

I have,  in  conformity  with  your  request,  trans- 
mitted to  those  gentlemen  this  flattering  evidence  of 
respect  on  the  part  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  am  requested  by  them,  as  I do  for  tnyself,  to 
offer  to  the  chamber,  through  you  as  its  president, 
our  sincere  regard  for  this  voluntary  tribute  of  re- 
spect on  their  part,  and  to  assure  them  that  the 
highest  reward  the  officers  of  our  navy  can  receive, 
is  the  favorable  and  respectful  opinion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  our  government. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obt.  servt. 
(Signed)  Ch.  G.  Ridgely. 

United  States  senate.  The  terms  of  service 
of  the  following  senators  will  expire  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

Ruel  Williams,  V.  B.  Maine. 

Benj.  Swift,  W.  Vermont. 

Daniel  Webster,  W.  Massachusetts. 

Asher  Robbins,  W.  Rhode  Island. 

John  N.  Niles,  V.  B.  Connecticut. 

R.  H.  Bayard,  W.  Delaware. 

Samuel  Southard,  W.  New  Jersey: 

N.  P.  Tallmadge,  V.  B.  New  York. 

Samuel  M’Kean,  W.  Pennsylvania. 

Win.  C.  Rives,  V.  B.  Virginia. 

John  Black,  W.  Mississippi. 

Felix  Grundy,  V.  B.  Tennessee,  whose  successor 
is  already  elec|pd  in  the  person  of  E.  H. 
Foster,  W. 

Joseph  Kent,  W.  Maryland. 

Thomas  Morris,  V.  B.  Ohio. 

John  Tipton,  V.  B.  Indiana. 

Thomas  H.  Benton,  V.  B.  Missouri. 

Wm.  S.  Fulton,  V.  B.  Arkansas. 

Lucius  Lyon,  V.  B.  Michigan. 

Total  18;  six  of  whom  are  Van  Buren  men  from 
Whig  states,  (including  Connecticut.)  These  be- 
i ng  replaced  with  Whigs,  the  senate  would  stand — 
Whigs  24.  V.  B.  men  27. 

From  Florida.  We  are  indebted  to  a corres- 
pondent in  Florida,  says  the  Savannah  Republican, 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  on  whom  we  can  rely,  for 
the  following  information  in  relation  to  the  further 
movement  of  the  army  in  that  quarter: 

Fort  Heileman,  Nov.  5,  1837. 

“Gen.  Jesup  is  still  here,  as  also  Gen.  Eustis 
and  col.  Twiggs.  The  whole  of  the  forces,  are  at 
this  time,  in  readiness  to  move,  and  1 suppose  will 
in  two  or  three  days,  though  to-rnorrow  was  the 
appointed  day;  however,  every  person  has  been 
using  his  utmost  to  be  ready.  I expect,  should 
colonel  Twiggs  get  near  enough  to  the  enemy,  he 
will  give  a large  account  of  them.  All  appear 
anxious  for  the  approaching  conflict.  I say  con- 
flict, for  Sam  Jones  has  with  him  six  hundred  war- 
riors, and  he  is  raging  on  account  of  his  crutches, 


Powel  and  the  two  Hicks  being  taken,  and  probably 
will  be  easily  led  into  a fight. 

“We  here  suppose  that  Micanopy  and  some  few 
of  the  peace  party  may  be  easily  taken,  can  we  find 
out  where  they  are.  Indian  trails  have  just  been  re- 
ported fourteen  miles  from  here,  and  a company  or- 
dered after  them  immediately,  though  it  is,  at  this 
moment,  a quarter  past  twelve  at  night  The  steam- 
er Santee  has  just  returned  a half  hour  ago  from 
Volusia,  whither  she  went  to  take  major  Gardiner’s 
command.  They  found  the  old  pickets  had  been  de- 
stroyed some  time  ago,  and  grass  grown  up,  which 
show  they  are  not  very  friendly.” 

Mercury  office.  Charleston,  Nov.  13. 

The  schooner  Lurana,  capt.  Swasey,  arrived  at 
this  port  this  morning,  from  St.  Augustine — by 
which  arrival  we  have  received  the  following  intel- 
ligence. 

On  Monday  night,  9th  inst.  brig.  gen.  Hernan- 
dez, with  his  forces,  returned  to  St.  Augustine  from 
another  successful  expedition  to  Spring  Garden, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  fifty  three  Indians, 
and  the  recapture  of  sixteen  negro  slaves.  Twenty 
of  these  are  warriors,  among  whom  are  the  eldest 
and  youngest  sons  of  king  Philip. 

We  learn  that  a chief  of  the  Tallahassee  Indians, 
was  captured  a few  days  previous  near  Tampa  Bay. 
He  was  run  down  by  those  who  discovered  him. 

Gen.  Jesup  has  returned  to  St.  Augustine. 

We  are  informed  that  the  post  at  Lake  Monroe 
will  be  re-established  during  the  ensuing  week, 
under  command  of  colonel  Harney. 

The  road  ordered  by  general  Jesup  to  be  cut 
from  Fort  Hanson  and  the  highest  navigable  point 
of  Deep  Creek,  has  been  completed  by  lieutenant 
Whitehurst,  and  supplies  are  now  received  from 
Garey’s  ferry  by  that  officer,  commanding  at  Fort 
Hanson. 

St.  Augustine,  Nov.  7. 

The  schrs.  Medium,  Magee,  and  Oscar,  Buck- 
ingham, and  steamboat  Florida,  Nock,  with  pro- 
visions and  sloops  sailed  this  morning  for  Mosquito. 
The  Florida  towed  the  Medium  over  the  bar,  and 
returned  for  the  Oscar,  but  in  consequence  of  a high 
sea  caused  by  the  flood  tide  north  east  wind,  it  was 
impossible  to  get  over.  The  Florida  has  returned 
to  town;  the  Oscar  lies  at  the  quarantine  ground. 
General  Hernandez  accompanies  the  expedition. 

We  have  procured  a copy  of  gen.  Hernandez's 
order  announcing  the  success  of  the  troops  of  his 
command,  which  has  been  promulgated  at  all  the 
posts  east  of  the  St.  John’s. 

Head  quarters,  forces  east  of  the  St.  Johns, 

St,  Augustine,  Nov.  2d,  1837. 
orders  no.  1. 

Part  1.  Brig.  gen.  Hernandez  announces  to  the 
troops  of  his  division  the  success  of  the  recent  ex- 
pedition to  Spring  Garden,  commanded  by  himself, 
under  the  orders  of  major  general  Jesup,  which  has 
resulted  in  the  capture  ot  fifty-three  Indians,  and 
in  the  rescue  of  sixteen  negro  slaves,  the  property 
of  our  citizens;  making  a total  of  sixty-nine  In- 
dians and  negioes,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  Indian 
warriors. 

The  general  returns  his  thanks  to  major  Ashby, 
and  captain  Hanson,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  several  companies  of  their  respective  commands, 
who  composed  the  troops  of  this  expedition,  as  well 
as  to  assistant  surgeon  Forry,  for  their  good  con- 
duct throughout  the  whole  of  it. 

The  general  feels  himself  called  on  in  an  especial 
manner  to  notice  the  bravery  of  private  Joseph  San- 
chez of  capt.  Hanson’s  company  of  East  Florida 
volunteers,  who  in  advance  of  the  troops,  accompa- 
nied only  by  the  Indian  guides,  pursued  the  two 
Indian  warriors,  the  youngest  and  eldest  sons  of 
king  Philip,  into  the  swamp  into  which  they  had 
fled;  and  there  captured  them,  though  repeatedly 
threatened  with  the  discharge  of  their  rifles.  This 
conduct  the  general  thinks  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise.  The  good  conduct  of  the  Indian  guides. 
Blue  Snake  and  Tomoka  John,  is  also  deserving  of 
high  reward;  for  to  them  is  due  the  merit  of  the 
capture  of  those  Indians  without  bloodshed. 

Part  2.  The  general  takes  this  opportunity  of 
adverting  to  the  propriety  of  officers  impressing 
on  their  men  the  necessity  of  their  being  provided 
with  the  full  quantity  of  subsistence  and  forage 
which  may  at  any  time  be  ordered  to  be  furnished 
to  them,  particularly  when  under  inarching  orders; 
and  also  of  observing  the  most  perfect  silence  when 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  To  some  failure  in  both 
these  respects  during  the  recent  expedition,  may, 
perhaps,  be  attributed  a less  complete  success  than 
would  otherwise  have  resulted  from  it.  To  the 
officers  belongs  the  duty  of  causing  the  interests 
of  the  service  to  be  attended  to  in  these  particu- 
lars. 


Part  3.  Officers  in  command  of  the  several  posts 
and  detachments,  will  cause  these  orders  to  be  pro- 
mulgated on  parade.  By  order, 

John  Drysdale, 

A.  A.  G.  4'  brig,  maj 

The  continued  success  of  general  Hernandez, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command  are  highly  cheer- 
ing, and  creditahle  to  himself.  May  like  succes- 
ses attend  him  in  all  his  future  operations.” 

Arrival  or  the  Pawnees,  &c.  The  follow- 
ing letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the 
Globe: 

Washington,  November  13,  1837. 

Sir:  I arrived  here  on  the  11th  instant  with  a 
deputation  of  Indians  of  the  Council  Blulis  agency. 
They  appear  much  pleased  with  their  visit.  I en- 
close you  a list  of  their  names,  and  the  tribes  to 
which  they  belong,  in  case  you  may  deem  proper 
to  publish  it. 

I am,  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Jno.  Dougherty,  Indian  agent. 

List  of  a deputation  of  Indians  destined  for  Washing- 
ton— chiefs  and  braves,  viz: 

Grand  Pawnee  band 

Shouk-ka-ke-he-gah — Horse  Chief. 

La-char- e-tar-rooks — Fearless  Chief. 

La-doo-ke-ah-- — Buffaloe  Bull. 

Ah-shaw-waw-rooks-te — Medicine  Horse. 

Pawnee  Tapage  band. 

La-ke-too-we-ra-sha — Little  Chief. 

La-paw-koo-ra-cha — Chief  Partisan. 

Loo-ra-we-re-coo — Bird  that  goes  to  war, 

Sa-ta-coosh-ca-roo-mab-ah — Partisan  that  sings. 

Republican  Pawnee  band. 

Ah-shaw-la-coots-ah — Mole  in  the  forehead. 

La-shavv-le-staw- hicks — Man  Chief. 

La-we-re-coo-re-shaw-we — War  Chief. 

Ye-ah-ke-ra-le-re-coo — The  Cheyenne. 

Pawnee  Loup  band. 

Le-shaw-loo-la-le-boo — Big  Chief. 

So-loc-to-hoo-la — Handsome  pipe  in  his  hand. 

La-vvah-he-coots-ta-shaw-no — Brave  Chief. 

Shar-e-tar-reesh — -Ill-natured  man. 

Olloe  tribe. 

Waw-eo-ne-sah — He  who  surrounds. 

No-way-ke-sog-e — He  who  strikes  two  at  once 

Raw-no-way-waw-hrah — Loose  pipe  stem 

We-ke-roo-taw — He  who  exchanges. 

Missouri  tribe. 

Haw-che-ke-sog-e — He  who  strikes  in  war. 

Omawhaw  tribe. 

Ki-he-gah-waw-shu-she — Brave  Chief. 

Om-pa-tong-gah — Big-  Elk. 

Sha-da-non-ne — There  he  goes. 

Nom-hah-mon-ne — He  who  walks  double  (or 
two  and  two.) 

The  emigrating  Indians.  The  annexed  ac- 
count adds  some  details  of  the  catastrophe  that  re- 
sulted in  the  destruction  of  near  300  Indians  on 
board  the  steamboat  Monmouth. 

“There  have  been  divers  contradictory  rumors  in 
regard  to  the*  circumstances  attending  the  recent 
disastrous  accident  happening  to  the  steamboat 
Monmouth.  From  Mr.  Eastman,  the  senior  part- 
ner of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Eastman  and  Brothers, 
of  this  city,  by  whom  the  Monmouth  was  owned, 
we  learned  the  following  particulars.  Mr.  East- 
man was  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
which  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  Octo- 
ber, and  was  consequently  a speefator  of  all  that 
occurred.  He  informs  us  that  the  Monmouth  was 
chartered  by  the  Alabama  Emigrating  company, 
through  the  agency  of  W.  A . Campbell,  to  transport 
the  Creek  Indians  from  New  Orleans  to  Arkansas,  i 
On  her  passage  up  the  Mississippi,  when  near  (he  j 
head  of  Prophet’s  Island,  Mr  E.  was  standing  on  ; 
(he  larboard  wheel-house  of  the  boat,  and  hearing 
the  pilot  of  the  Monmouth  ring  the  bell,  he  imme- 
diately went  forward  and  asked  why  the  bell  was 
rung?  The  pilot  had  scarcely  replied  ‘don’t  you  | 
see,’  when  at  that  moment  the  steamer  came  in  con- 
tact with  a ship,  with  such  violence  as  to  break  in 
the  bows  of  the  Monmouth,  and  causing  her  imme-  . 
diately  to  be  filled  with  water.  As  soon  as  the  ship 
passed  by,  the  steamer  was  run  ashore,  and  with 
such  lines  as  could  be  procured,  made  fast. 

Scarcely  had  she,  however,  reached  the  shore, 
when  the  hull  sunk,  and  the  cabin  floated  down  the 
stream  in  two  parts,  on  one  of  which  was  Mr.  E., 
with  several  of  the  officers  of  the  boat,  and  probably 
two  hundred  Indians.  The  steamboat  Warren, 
which  was  towing  the  ship,  immediately  on  the 
happening  of  the  accident,  rounded  to  and  made  for 
the  portion  of  the  wreck  of  which  we  have  just 
spoken,  and  rendered  every  possible  assistance  in 
saving  the  lives  and  property  of  the  Indians. 

The  Yazoo  and  John  Nelson  steamers,  which 
were  also  laden  with  Indians,  were  soon  on  the 
spot,  rendering  all  the  aid  in  their  power.  Mr.  E. 
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informs  us  that  the  night  of  the  accident  was  dark 
with  a drizzling  rain,  and  that  neither  the  ship  nor 
the  steamboat  that  had  her  in  tow,  were  discovered 
by  any  person  on  the  Monmouth,  until  the  moment 
before  the  vessels  came  in  contact.  It  having  been 
stated  in  some  of  the  published  accounts,  that  the 
accident  occurred  through  the  negligence  and  mis- 
management of  the  officers  of  the  Monmouth,  and 
further,  that  she  was  an  old  boat,  not  well  manned, 
&c.  Such  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  E.  is  not  the  (act. 

The  boat  was  but  a little  over  12  mouths  old,  was 
well  manned,  all  her  officers  were  of  experience, 
and  knowing  their  duty  did  not  neglect  it,  and  in 
fine,  she  ranked  among  the  best  boats  on  the  river. 

For  ourselves,  we  cannot  but  deem  it  careless- 
ness of  no  ordinary  degree  to  tow  a ship  on  a dark 
night  without  lights  on  the  river,  and  such  we  are 
informed  was  the  fact 

There  were  on  board  the  Monmouth  490  Indians, 
out  of  which  number  234  were  killed  or  drowned. 
Many  of  the  survivors  were  badly  injured;  several 
physicians,  actuated  by  the  bestleelings  ol  humani- 
ty, came  from  Bayou  Sara,  and  administered  to  the 
poor  unfortunate  Indians.”  [A”.  O.  Com.  Bui. 

Meteoric  display.  A correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser,  who  sat  up  on 
Sunday  night,  12th  inst.,  to  watch  for  the  annual 
display  of  shooting  stars,  has  furnished  that  paper 
with  the  result  of  his  watching: 

“He  says  that  the  night  was  one  of  extraordinary 
serenity,  and  so  brilliant  was  the  light  ot  the  lull 
moon,  that  he  was  enabled  to  read  fine  newspaper 
print  with  as  much  ease  as  in  the  day  time,  by  the 
moon  light  only!  At  about  2 o’clock  on  Monday 
morning  the  stars  commenced  theirgambols.  They 
all  seemed  to  shoot  from  a common  centre,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Great  Bear,  and  mostly  in  a north- 
erly direction,  many  leaving  luminous  trains  behind 
for  two  or  three  seconds.  The  thermometer,  (about 
the  commencement  of  the  display)  stood  at  42  Far: 
but  as  the  morning  advanced  it  fell  gradually  to  37, 
at  20  minutes  past  4,  A.  M.,  when  our  informant 
left  his  position  (on  the  top  of  a three  story  house 
up  town,)  and  retired  to  rest.  Up  to  that  time,  he 
had  counted  fifty  one  meteors,  of  various  degrees 
of  brilliancy,  some  of  them  very  beautiful;  the  usual 
auroral  accompaniment  was  not  observed,  probably 
because  of  the  unusual  brilliancy  of  the  moorr,  nor 
was  there  any  where,  during  the  entire  night,  a 
cloud  to  be  seen.” 

fit^-Quite  a brilliant  display  of  “ northern  lights” 
was  witnessed  in  Washington  city  on  Tuesday 
night  last. 

Causes  of  the  inundation  of  the  Nile, 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Buckingham.  There  are  various 
opinions  as  to  the  causes  of  the  inundation  of  the 
Nile.  The  most  popular  and  reasonable,  that  of 
Halle,  is  this:  The  Mediterranean  is  continually 
receiving  supplies  of  water,  both  from  the  Atlantic 
and  the  inland  seas.  A powerful  current  is  rushing 
in  from  east  and  west,  yet  the  aggregate  ot  water 
remains  the  same.  This  can  only  be  accounted  for 
by  supposing  that  it  is  carried  off  by  evaporation. 
This  enormous  body  of  vapor  is  wafted  south  by 
the  Etesian  wind,  blowing  steadly  from  the  north 
ten  months  during  the  year,  so  that  Egypt  is  al- 
ways overhung  by  clouds  floating  at  a great  height. 
Thus  they  continue  until  they  come  in  contact 
with  the  ridge  of  Atlas,  sometimes  called  the  “Back 
Bone  of  the  World,”  crowned  with  perpetual  snows. 
The  vapor,  condensed  by  the  cold,  falls  in  floods, 
swelling  the  streams,  and  ultimately  causing  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile.  The  regularity  ol  the  in- 
undations may  be  explained  by  the  fact,  that  theie 
are  many  large  lakes  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
which  at  particular  seasons,  are  almost  entirely 
dry;  and  it  is  not  until  after  these  are  refilled  that 
the  water  Hows  onward  to  swell  the  Nile. 

Spanish  tribute  to  the  virtues  of  the 
Quakers.  The  “Noticiosode  Ambos  Mundos”of 
Saturday,  in  an  article  entitled  “poverty  is  not  a 
natural  evil,”  has  the  following  excellent  remarks 
upon  the  characteristic  traits  of  the  Quakers,  which 
are  as  striking  for  their  originality  as  truth.  “It 
has  never  been  proved  until  of  late  that  poverty  is 
not  a natural  or  necessary  evil.  A remarkable  ex- 
ample of  its  absence  in  a numerous  class  of  society 
is  to  be  found  among  the  Quakers,  or  the  commu- 
nity of  Friends  established  in  England  and  America. 
With  some  peculiarities  of  very  little  importance 
in  dress  and  language,  this  numerous  body  of  indi- 
viduals acts  upon  the  uniform  principle  of  stifling 
the  passions.  They  subdue  the  ignoble  impulses 
of  our  nature,  and  in  this  lies  the  basis  of  moral 
truth.  The  Quaker  practice  hahituallv  what  all 
other  sects  admire  only  as  theories.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  dominion  over  their  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions, is  that,  although  there  are  many  thousands  of 


Quakers  in  England  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  neither  country  do  we  ever  see  a men- 
dicant or  intoxicated  Quaker  in  the  streets,  and 
seldom  or  never  do  we  find  any  of  them  cited  be- 
fore the  criminal  courts.  Yet,  as  all  other  classes, 
the  Quakers  are  engaged  in  the  common  affairs  of 
life,  as  merchants,  mechanics,  artists,  & c.  and  in- 
deed they  are  employed  in  every  kind  of  trade  and 
occupation.  They  are  subjected  to  the  same  temp- 
tations and  the  same  moral  perversity  as  ail  others, 
and  yet  through  the  exercise  of  a singular  kind  of 
prudence  and  discipline  they  shun  them  all.  Here, 
then,  is  a clear  demonstration  that  without  the  aid 
of  civil  power,  and  through  the  influence  of  moral 
force  alone,  there  is  a class  of  men,  in  the  midst  of 
society  itself,  who  escape  poverty,  and  are,  in  gene- 
ral, exempt  from  vices  and  crimes. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 

RIOT  AT  MONTREAL,  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  A 
PRINTING  OFFICE. 

We  find  in  the  “Royal”  Montreal  Courier  of 
Tuesday,  the  subjoined  notice  of  a Sunday  tumult 
in  that  city,  the  7th.  The  “Sons  of  Liberty”  spoken 
of  in  the  article  are  the  friends  of  reform,  and  affairs 
certainly  seem  to  be  approaching  a final  struggle. 

“ Total  route  of  the  “ Sons  of  Liberty .”  During  the 
whole  of  Saturday  last,  considerable  excitement  ex- 
isted in  town,  owing  to  a report  having  been  very 
generally  circulated  that  the  “Sons  of  Liberty”  in- 
tended to  parade  the  streets  on  Monday,  and  that 
there  would  likely  be  a collision-  between  them  and 
the  members  of  the  Doric  club.  This  excitement 
was  increased  on  Sunday  in  consequence  of  the 
magistrates  having  issued  a proclamation  request- 
ing all  persons  to  refrain  from  joining  in  any  pro- 
cession, or  assisting  in  any  way  to  break  the  peace. 
Although  it  was  not  known  at  what  hour  or  place 
the  “Sons  of  Liberty”  would  meet,  a placard  was 
posted  on  the  walls  on  Monday  morning,  calling  on 
the  different  ward  associations  to  assemble  at  half 
past  12  o’clock,  “to  crush  rebellion  in  the  bud.” 
Still  there  was  no  signs  of  the  opposite  party  ap- 
pearing, and  it  was  generally  believed  they  had 
abandoned  their  absurd  attempt. 

About  two  o'clock,  they  began  to  muster  in  the 
yard  of  Bonacina’s  tavern,  in  front  of  the  American 
Presbyterian  church,  Great  St.  James  street.  The 
muster  attracted  the  attention  of  the  constitutional- 
ists, who  remained  to  look  on,  when  all  at  once  the 
party  inside  the  yard,  about  250  in  number,  rushed 
out  and  made  an  indiscriminate  attack  with  sticks 
and  stones  on  those  outside.  Two  pistols  were  also 
fired  off,  and  a ball  from  one  of  them  lodged  in  the 
sleeve  of  Mr.  Whitelaw,  a carpenter.  A gentleman 
immediately  went  up  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Brown,  (who 
was  taking  a very  active  part  in  the  affair),  and 
said  he  would  hold  him  responsible  for  the  firing, 
on  which  Mr.  B.  raised  a stick  to  strike  him,  when 
the  threatened  blow  was  warded  off,  and  Mr.  B. 
was  knocked  down  by  a Doric.  Mr.  Hoofstetter, 
who  went  up  to  separate  the  combatants,  and  to 
protect  Mr.  Brown,  was  severely  handled  by  the 
“Sons  of  Liberty,”  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
terference of  Mr.  J.  C.  Dundlack,  Mr.  Brown  might 
have  suffered  more  severely.  As  it  is,  his  wounds 
are  reported  as  being  severe,  though  not  dangerous. 
The  rebels  then  chased  their  few  opponents  along 
St.  James  street,  breaking  the  windows  of  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson and  other  inhabitants  in  that  street,  but  the 
Doric  club  and  others  reinforcing  the  pursued,  turn- 
ed the  tables  on  the  enemy,  who  fled  pell-mell  up 
the  main  street  of  the  St.  Lawrence  suburb,  where 
they  were  pursued  and  conquered  after  a short  fight 
at  the  corner  of  Dorchester  street. 

The  loyalists  then  marched  through  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  the  town  and  suburbs  seeking  for 
the  “Sons  of  Liberty,”  but  in  vain — they  seemed  to 
have  evaporated  like  ghosts  into  thin  air.  On  pass- 
ing a house  in  Dorchester  street,  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  E.  Idler,  it  was  stated  that  the  patriots 
were  in  the  habit  of  drilling  there,  and  it  was  there- 
upon resolved  that  it  should  be  examined,  when  a 
seven-barrelled,  a double-barrelled  and  a single  bar- 
relled, in  all  three  guns,  a sword  and  the  banner  of 
the  “Sons  of  Liberty,”  were  found  and  delivered 
over  to  the  authorities.  Previous  to  this,  while  the 
crowd  was  passing  Joshua  Bell’s  house  in  Notre 
Dame  street,  some  marks  of  disapprobation  and 
some  missiles  thrown  against  it  testified  the  opinion 
entertained  of  the  turncoat,  when  he  opened  his 
window  and  presented  a gun,  which  snapped  twice. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  riot  act  was  read,  and 
the  royal  regiment  ordered  out  to  parade  the  streets, 
supported  by  the  artillery,  neither  of  whom  was 
required,  as  the  Canadians  were  entirely  routed 
before  the  military  made  their  appearance.  This 
unprovoked  riot  raised  by  the  “Sons  of  Liberty,” 
will,  we  hope,  teach  them  a lesson,  and  give  them 
a sample  of  what  kind  of  enemies  they  have  to  deal 
with. 


About  six  o’clock,  the  loyalists  marched  up  Bon- 
secours  street,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
they  were  restrained  from  attacking  Mr.  Papi- 
neau’s  house.  The  Vindicator  office,  however,  fared 
differently — the  types,  paper  and  every  thing  having 
been  thrown  into  the  street.  These  attacks  on  per- 
sonal property  are  to  be  regretted;  but  they  are,  to 
a certain  extent,  the  result  of  every  outburst  of  po- 
pular indignation. 

The  royal  regiment  was  repeatedly  cheered  by 
the  loyalists. 

We  learn  that  three  magistrates,  with  troops 
under  their  command,  were  stationed  last  night  at 
each  of  the  following  places — Main  street,  St.  Law- 
rence suburb,  Boyd’s,  Place  d’Armes,and  Russel’s 
Quebec  suburb,  besides  an  additional  force  at  the 
main  guard,  in  case  of  any  disturbance  during  the 
night. 

The  Montreal  Herald,  of  November  4,  says,  “A 
gentleman  who  came  from  St.  John’s  yesterday 
forenoon,  informs  us  that  several  persons  sat  up  all 
night  to  protect  the  custom-house  in  case  of  an  at- 
tack, as  a band  of  ruffians  had  threatened  to  de- 
molish it,  and  at  the  same  time  compel  Mr.  McCrae, 
the  collector,  to  resign  his  commission  as  a magis- 
trate. The  country,  from  St.  John’s  to  Oldestown 
and  Napierville,  &t\,  is  in  a state  of  great  excite- 
ment, and  upwards  of  forty  officers  of  militia  have 
had  their  poles  cut  down,  and  been  forced  to  resign 
their  commissions.  Captain  Doucet  had  his  pole 
cut  down,  was  dragged  out  of  his  bed,  forced  to 
walk  along  the  pole  and  cheer  for  Papineau.  Ma- 
jor M’Ginnis  and  his  family  have  been  obliged  to 
leave  their  house,  and  so  las  a Mr.  Dudley  Flower 
and  many  others.  Some  Swiss  missionaries,  a 
preacher  and  a widow  lady  who  keeps  a school  at 
Grand  line,  have  been  obliged  to  flee  for  their  lives. 
Pieces  of  firewood  are  throwm  through  the  win- 
dows of  houses,  by  one  of  wffiich  a Mr.  Feller  was 
seriously  wounded. 

Referring  to  the  late  political  developements  in  the 
neighboring  British  provirces,  the  New  York  Post 
says: 

From  these  movements  t is  evident  that  a party, 
with  Mr.  Papineau  at  its  liead,  will  endeavor  to  ef- 
fect a separation  of  the  Caiadas  from  the  dominion 
of  England.  For  a long  time  this  party  has  thrown 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  royal  governors,  and  the 
legislature  has  been  unabl;  to  transact  the  business 
coming  before  it.  We  are  inclined  to  think  the 
time  is  not  too  remote  when  the  Canadians  shall  be 
freed  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  dependence.  Many 
indications  point  to  this,  but  if  the  English  govern- 
ment do  not  voluntarily  assent  to  it,  it  will  not  be 
accomplished  without  difficulties  of  great  magni- 
tude. The  country  is  now  bristling  with  the  bayo- 
nets of  Brit  sh  soldiers,  who,  far  from  being  placed 
there  to  shield  the  people  from  external  foes,  are 
bent  on  intimidating  the  reformers  and  suppressing 
the  rising  spirit  of  rebellion  at  home.  It  is  thought 
by  some  "that  a revolution  there  is  physically  im- 
possible from  the  geographical  face  of  the  country. 
The  principal  point  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  com- 
manded by  in  impregnable  fortress,  in  the  hands  of 
the  government.  Gen.  Wolfe  having,  in  17C3,  ob- 
tained possession  of  this,  obliged  the  whole  lower 
province,  then  in  the  possession  of  France,  to  sur- 
render. Besdes  which,  since  that  period,  the  im- 
provements in  steam  navigation, ’would  enable  the 
British  to  transport  troops  to  any  part  of  the  pro- 
vince in  a few  hours,  before  a revolutionary  force 
would  be  able  to  concentrate  itself.  The  country 
is  said,  to  have  no  depth,  mountains  or  natural  fast- 
nesses by  which  insurgents  could  be  protected. 
They  would  be  exposed  to  the  attack  of  a well  dis- 
ciplined soldiery,  and  their  numbers  reduced.  But 
notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  a determined 
people  would  find  means  to  overcome  such  obsta- 
cles. If  they  could  secure  the  sympathy  of  their 
neighbors  much  would  be  gained,  and  with  pecu- 
niary resources  a great  deal  more.  Whether  Mr. 
Papineau  is  such  a military  man  as  could  take  the 
lead  in  a movement  to  achieve  the  independence 
of  the  province  by  arms,  is  more  than  we  know. 
He  appears  to  be  a politician  of  nerve,  talent,  and 
great  power  over  the  minds  of  his  countrymen,  and 
he  has  managed  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  a very 
large  and  powerful  party.  But  can  he  head  a war- 
like movement  with  any  prospect  cf  success?  Can 
he  meet  such  a military  commander  as  sir  John 
Colbourne?  It  is  said,  however,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  British  government  will  hardly  venture  to 
incur  the  expense  of  a protracted  war.  The  Cana- 
das are  at  this  moment  a burden  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, and  there  is  not  wanting  a party  in  the 
mother  country  which  is  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
colony  to  govern  itself,  Even  the  present  British 
cabinet  does  not  appear  to  be  altogether  dicided  in 
its  course  of  policy  towards  the  Canadas. 


ISO 
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MEXICAN  BOUNDARY. 

By  the  kind  attention  of  one  of  our  members  of 
congress,  we  have  received  a copy  of  the  corres- 
pondence communicated  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
at  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary  of 
the  U.  States  and  Mexico,  and  also  relating  to  a 
proposed  cession  of  territory  by  Mexico  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  correspondence  is  of  great  length, 
and  embraces  the  communications  which  passed  on 
the  subject  between  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the 
two  countries  from  the  year  1825  to  the  present 
time,  together  with  the  instructions  of  no  less  than 
four  secretaries  of  state,  viz:  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  Mr.  McLane,  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

The  subject  does  not  strike  us  as  of  any  very  im- 
portant interest  at  the  present  time,  though  as  mere 
matter  of  history  it  may  be  regarded  with  some  cu- 
riosity, the  documents  being  now  for  the  first  time 
communicated  to  the  public.  We  shall  therefore 
give  but  a brief  notice  of  the  correspondence. 

[Boston  Daily  Adv. 

In  March,  1825,  at  the  commencement  of  Mr. 
Adams’s  administration,  Mr.  Clay  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Poinsett,  then  appointed  minister  to 
Mexico,  dwells  upon  the  subject  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  limits  between  the  territories  of  the  U. 
S and  those  of  Mexico.  Besides  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  the  defining  of  the  line  as  established  by  the 
treaty  with  Spain  he  suggested  that  difficulties  may- 
possible  hereafter  rise  belween  the  two  countries, 
from  the  line  thus  agreed  upon  which  it  would  be 
desirable;  and  as  the  Mexican  government  might 
have  no  disinclination  to  the  establishment  of  a new- 
line, he  was  instructed  to  sound  them  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  line  of  the  Sabine,  he  remarked,  ap- 
proached too  near  the  Mississippi  and  New  Orleans. 
Perhaps  the  Mexican  government  might  not  be  un- 
willing to  establish  that  cf  the  Rio  Brassos  de  Dios, 
or  the  Rio  Colorado,  or  the  Snow  Mountains,  or  the 
Rio  del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  the  Sabine.  Some  reasons 
were  suggested,  which  might  induce  the  Mexican 
government  to  consent  tothe  change. 

In  a, subsequent  letter,  written  in  March,  1327, 
the  subject  is  again  referred  to  and  Mr.  Poinsett  is 
instructed  to  urge  a negotiation  upon  it.  He  is 
told  that  if  such  a boundary  could  be  obtained  as 
the  government  desire,  fee  United  States  might  be 
disposed  to  pay  a reasonable  pecuniary  considera- 
tion. If  the  boundary  cf  the  Rio  del  Norte  could 
be  obtained,  ascending  that  liver  and  the  Rio  Puer- 
to to  its  source,  and  thence  fourth  to  the  Arkansas, 
by  the  latter  river  to  its  source,  and  by  the  42d  de- 
gree of  latitude  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Poinsett  was  author- 
ized to  offer  the  payment  of  a sum  not  exceeding  a 
million  of  dollars;  and  if  that  could  not  be  obtained, 
he  might  offer  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
line  of  the  Colorado.  These  propositions  did  not 
lead  to  any  result  but  the  re-establishment  of  the 
old  line,  and  the  negotiation  of  a treaty  for  the  ac- 
tual designation  of  the  boundary,  in  conformity 
with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  with  Spain 

The  propositions  was  however  resumed  in  Au- 
gust, 1829,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  by  the  instruction 
of  gen.  Jackson,  for  the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the 
province  of  Texas,  as  the  Mexican  government 
might  be  disposed  to  cede  to  us.  Jour  distinct 
line3  were  named  as  admissible,  the  firet  being  one 
which  should  divide  the  grand  Prairie,  which  lies 
west  of  the  river  Nueces  separating  the  waters  of 
the  Rio  grand  del  Norte,  from  those  which  run 
eastward  to  the  gulf,  and  running  noifh  to  tile  pre- 
sent boundary  of  the  42d  degree  of  latitude.  The 
second  line  proposed  was  the  western  bank  of  the 
Rio  de  la  Baca  to  the  source  of  its  western  branch, 
thence  to  the  Colorado,  and  by  its  western  bank  to 
its  source,  and  in  a direct  course  thence  to  the  Ar- 
kansas. The  third  line  is  that  of  the  west  branch  of 
the  Colorado,  and  the  fourth  that  of  the  western 
bank  of  the  Rio  Brassos  del  Dios.  In  consideration 
of  a cession  of  territory,  extending  to  the  first  de- 
scribed line,  Mr.  Poinsett  was  authorized  to  offer 
the  Mexican  government  a sum  not  exceeding  four 
millions  of  dollars  and  the  president  would  not  ob- 
ject even  if  he  should  be  obliged  to  go  as  high  as 
five  millions.  For  a cession  of  either  of  the  smal- 
ler parts  of  territory  he  was  authorized  to  offer  a 
proportionate  sum.  This  proposition  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  any  result.  The  particulars  of  the  nego- 
ciation  do  not  present  matter  of  any  particular  in- 
terest. 


IMPORTANT  FROM  HAYTI. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Finance,  from  Port-au 
Prince,  Hayti,  the  editors  of  the  Philadelphia  Na- 
tional Enquirer,  have  received  sundry  letters,  and 
copious  files  of  papers  the  latest  dates  to  the  22d 
October. 

The  most  important  information  thus  obtained,  is 
the  report  of  apprehended  difficulties  between  the 


French  and  Haytian  governments.  The  subjoined 
proclamation  of  president  Boyer,  will  fully  explain 
the  cause  thereof. 

Translated  for  the  National  Enquirer. 
Liberty.  Equality. 

REPUBLIC  OF  HAYTI. PROCLAMATION. 

Jonn  Peter  Boyer,  president  of  Hayti. 

Haytians:  A French  commissioner  is  announc- 
ed. Whatever  may  be  the  object  of  his  mission,  it 
is  my  duty,  in  this  circumstance,  to  make  public  all 
that  the  government  has  done,  to  bring  to  an  honor- 
able conclusion  the  negociations  commenced  a long 
time  since  with  France.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  me  to 
feel  a consciousness  of  the  fulfilment  of  my  duties. 
Anxious  to  respond  to  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
I am  exceedingly  desirous  that  every  citizen,  on 
being  satisfied  that  I have  constantly  defended  the 
rights  and  interests  of  all,  may  know  also  wdrat 
must  be  done  to  maintain  them,  if,  contrary  to  my 
expectations,  they  should  fail. 

I will  not  here  refer  to  the  origin  of  our  negocia- 
tions. My  proclamations  of  the  11th  of  July  1825, 
and  5th  March  1826,  have  already  made  know-n  the 
motives  which  induced  the  government  to  accept 
the  ordinance  of  the  17th  April,  1825,  and  the  con- 
struction which  it  intended  to  give  to  this  accep- 
tance. 

I will  not  retrace  the  details  of  the  inconceivable 
provocation  received  from  the  French  consul,  Mol- 
lien;  my  proclamation  of  the  12th  June,  1831,  at- 
tests that  the  government  were  entitled  to  consider 
that  provocation  as  a rupture.  But  always  guided 
by  senliments  ofjustice  and  moderation,  it  has 
viewed  the  conduct  of  that  agent  as  an  act  unau- 
thorized by  his  government.  The  French,  estab- 
lished in  the  republic,  were  protected;  the  commer- 
cial relations  between  the  two  countries  continued; 
only  the  government  of  the  republic  could  no  long- 
er make  any  advances  without  being  assured  of  the 
disposition  of  the  French  government. 

Towards  the  close  of  1831,  they  addressed  us  an 
initiative  note  it  was  too  (abserbe  j to  lead  to  a satis- 
factory result;  it  was  replied  to  with  becoming 
dignity.  In  fine,  in  1833,  the  French  ministry  hav- 
ing ostensibly  manifested  a spirit  of  reconciliation,  I 
thought  I could  renew  the  interrupted  negociations. 

In  the  interval  which  elapsed  from  1S25  to  1833, 
the  financial  situation  of  Hayti  had  undergone  a no- 
table change.  Then  it  was  evident  to  every  one, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  country  to  make  full 
payment  of  the  exorbitant  sum  fixed  on  for  the  in- 
demnity— What  means  then  remained  to  reconcile 
what  the  essential  service  of  the  state  required, 
with  the  desire  of  proving  the  fidelity  of, the  repub- 
lic? That  which  good  faith  and  necessary  advice 
in  such  a case  should  propose,  and  which  no  equita- 
ble government  would  refuse  to  accept. 

I, decided,  in  consequence,  to  make  to  the  French 
government  some  propositions  more  conformable  to 
our  situation.  Persevering,  nevertheless,  to  reclaim 
what  it  is  as  urgent  as  important  to  consecrate  by 
treaty,  which  should  destroy  forever  all  the  false  in- 
ferences in  which  the  vagueness  of  the  act  of  the 
17th  April  has  given  place. 

The  propositions,  developed  in  a despatch  dated 
201  h May,  1833,  were — 

To  reduce  the  indemnity  to  seventy-five  millions 
of  francs,  including  the  thirty  millions  forming  the 
loan  of  Hayti.  , 

To  fix  upon  a million  of  francs,  annually  to  be 
paid  till  the  perfect  liquidation  of  the  balance  of  the 
account  thus  reduced. 

To  make  a treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce, 
on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

To  regulate  by  special  convention,  distinct  from 
the  political  treaty,  every  thing  which  has  reference 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  reduced  balance  of  the  in- 
demnity. 

The  French  minister,  far  from  accepting  our  pro- 
positions, appeared  to  think,  from  his  reply,  dated 
31st  of  July,  of  the  same  year,  that  the  wish  of  the 
Haytian  government  was  to  repudiate  the  old  or- 
dinance in  order  to  avoid  every  engagement;  and 
he  declared  that  he  could  recognize  no  other  basis 
to  the  question  of  which  he  was  treating,  than  the 
said  ordinance. 

It  is  incontestible,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  is 
less  reconcileable  with  a real  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Hayti  as  a free  and  a sovereign 
state,  than  the  persistence  in  the  revival  and  clauses 
evidently  contrary  to  the  existence  of  this  inde- 
pendence. 

Thus  in  claiming  that  the  ordinance  of  the  17th 
of  April,  acknowledging  to  be  impossible,  should 
be  replaced  by  a treaty  more  proper  to  reconcile 
the  rights  of  the  Haytian  people  with  the  payment 
of  a reasonable  indemnity,  the  government  of  the 
republic  has  only  shown  itself  consistent  with  its 
former  declarations,  without  departing  from  the 
principles  of  honor  which  have  always  guided  it. 
It  judged  it  then  befitting  to  exhibit  to  the  French 


government  anew  the  true  sense  of  its  propositions 
by  reproducing  them  by  its  despatch  of  the  31st 
October,  1833,  as  they  are  quoted  above. 

In  the  early  part  of  January  of  the  following 
year,  the  French  government  sent  here,  as  a com- 
missioner, the  captain  of  a ship,  Mr.  Petit-Thouars. 
He  was  instructed  to  demand  of  the  Haytian  go- 
vernment the  reimbursement  of  the  advances  which 
the  French  treasurer  had  formerly  made  for  the  use 
of  the  loan  of  Hayti — he  was  moreover  charged  to 
inform  himself  of  the  real  resources  of  the  republic. 

The  demand  for  the  reimbursement  of  these  ad- 
vances was  just.  It  was  immediately  liquidated  by 
a bill  of  credit.  The  French  treasure  is  now  re- 
turned to  their  funds. 

The  financial  situation  of  the  republic  was  no 
mystery  to  any  one.  It  was  easy  for  the  French 
envoy,  after  all  the  documents  w hich  were  furnish- 
ed him,  to  ascertain  to  a certainty  the  impossibility 
of  the  republic  paying  France  the  whole  of  the 
indemnity.  Also,  before  departing,  this  commis- 
sioner could  not  refuse  to  express,  in  his  letter  of 
the  20th  January,  1835,  his  conviction,  adding,  that 
he  hoped  his  government  would  recognize,  as  he 
had  himself  done,  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 
enormous  amount. 

Mr.  Petit-Thouars  departed,  being  the  bearer  of 
the  reply  of  the  Haytian  government  of  the  same 
date,  the  20th  of  January.  This  reply  claims  of 
the  French  government  a frank  and  definite  solu- 
tion; yet,  as  in  spite  of  our  reiterated  demands, 
(reclamations)  it  has.  always  refrained  from  ex- 
plaining itself  upon  the  question  of  the  political 
treaty,  by  referring  us  incessantly  to  the  basis  of 
the  ordinance.  The  Haytian  government  declared, 
in  the  aforesaid  despatch,  that  the  republic  having 
agreed  to  the  indemnity  only  on  condition  of  the 
formal  recognition  of  its  independence  as  a free 
and  sovereign  state,  the  French  government  should 
understand  that  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  this 
indemnity  was  subordinate  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
political  treaty  on  the  basis  proposed  the  20lhMay, 
1833. 

Moved  by  the  national  interests  alone — pursuing 
always  a constitutional  course- — I considered  it  my 
duty  previously  to  consult,  on  the  11th  January, 
1835,  the  senate,  on  the  declaration  and  proposi- 
tions aforesaid,  of  the  Haytian  government  to  the 
French  government. 

Finally — once  more  wishing  to  have,  on  an  ob- 
ject so  important,  the  opinion  of  this  body,  of 
which  a great  number  of  the  members  have  been 
newly  chosen,  I reproduced  to  it  the  same  procla- 
mation on  the  3d  July  of  this  year. 

By  its  addresses  of  the  15th  January,  1835,  and 
8th  of  last  July,  the  senate  gave  its  full  and  entire 
approbation  to  the  declaration,  and  to  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Haytian  government  contained  in  its 
despatch  of  20th  January,  1S35. 

This  declaration  as  well  as  the  propositions  which 
accompany  it,  has  remained  to  this  time  unanswered. 

Does  the  commissioner,  whose  approaching  arri- 
val is  announced,  come  in  a spirit  of  reconciliation, 
to  settle  the  propositions  which  we  have  made  to 
his  government? 

If  such  is, his  mission,  he  will  find  in  the  Haytian 
government  the  sincere  desire  of  conforming  to  any 
possible  arrangement,  which  must,  above  all,  be 
compatible  with  the  national  honor. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  as  wide  spread  rumor  ap- 
pears to  render  probable,  he  comes  surrounded  w ith 
the  accoutrements  of  war,  with  the  design  of  im- 
posing on  us  conditions  which  every  free  people 
should  blush  to  accept,  the  nation  will  recall  its 
primitive  energy.  It  will  be  faithful  to  the  oath 
which  it  has  taken,  to  defend  to  the  last  grasp,  their 
rights  and  independence. 

Haytians!  be  calm,  but  be  ready  for  every  event. 
May  your  confidence  always  respond  to  the  devo- 
tion of  the  president  of  Hayti  to  your  most  sacred, 
interests.  Show,  even  to  the  last  moment,  your  in- 
violable respect  for  the  rights  of  man — so  that  the 
whole  world,  when  admiring  your  moderation  and 
heroism,  may  acknowledge  that  you  are  worthy  of 
the  rank  to  which  your  courage  has  elevated  you 
among  civilized  nations. 

Published  at  the  national  palace  of  Port  au  Prince, 
the  22d  October,  1837— yearof  independence  34. 

BOYER. 


SPEECH  OF  HON.  OGDEN  HOFFMAN, 
Delivered  at  the  grand  whig  meeting,  Faneuil  Hall. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

The  hon.  Ogden  Hoffman,  of  New  Fork,  on  be- 
ing announced  by  the  chair,  rose  and  addressed  the 
meeting  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and-  fellow  citizens:  I do  not  rise 
with  the  intention  of  making  what  may  be  proper- 
ly called  a speech.  The  duty  which  1 have  to  dis- 
charge is  but  humble,  and  in  an  humble  way  I pro- 
posed fulfil  it.  Excited  as  I must  feel  at  hearing, 
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for  the  first  time,  my  voice  in  Faneuil  Hall,  I have 
not  physical  strength  to  respond  to  the  promptings 
of  my  heart.  I have  become  hoarse,  until  my 
voice  sounds  unfamiliar  to  my  ears,  in  urging 
others  on  to  victory,  and  in  congratulating  them 
on  the  noble  deeds  they  have  done,  and  the  imper- 
ishable renown  they  have  secured.  I am  like  a 
disabled  soldier  from  the  plain  of  victory.  For  the 
last  four  days,  my  energies  have  been  exerted,  my 
dearest  substance  wasted  “in  the  tented  field” — and 
little  therefore  do  I know,  little  can  I tell,  “save 
what  pertains  to  feats  of  broil  and  battle.” 

I come  here,  sir,  under  the  most  ilattering  cir- 
cumstances it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  experienced 
1 come  at  the  request  and  under  the  escort  of  a de- 
putation from  this  ancient  and  honored  “cradle  of 
liberty” — sent  to  invite  me,  an  humble  citizen  of 
an  enslaved  and,  till  lately,  unredeemed  state,  to 
meet  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  citizens  of  the  patriotic 
and  unconquerable  city  of  Boston.  I come  like 
him  of  old,  who,  while  the  heroes  of  ancient  Greece 
were  at  Marathon  contending  for  their  hearths  and 
their  liberties  against  an  invader,  by  whom  they 
were  almost  pressed  to  the  earth,  left  the  field  of 
battle  to  bear  to  the  Athenian  matrons,  the  tidings 
that  their  fathers,  husbands  and  sons  had  nobly  re- 
sisted the  foe,  had  fought,  and  gloriously  triumph- 
ed. Sustained,  buoyed  up  by  the  inspiring  intelli- 
gence, he  arrived  at  Athens,  nerveless,  exhausted, 
covered  with  dust  and  blood — gathered  strength  for 
a moment  to  utter  his  tidings,  and  expired  at  the 
market  place,  telling  his  tale  of  victory.  I come 
before  you  under  somewhat  similar  circumstances, 
and  should  I too  expire  after  proclaiming  what  I 
have  to  announce,  I should  feel  that  my  death  were 
happy.  I should  die  in  a glorious  cause,  and  m}' 
last  breath  would  be  expended  in  giving  publicity 
to  the  noble  deeds  of  regeneiated  freemen. 

For  the  first  time,  sir,  I stand  in  the  Cradle  cf  Li- 
berty— the  city  of  Boston.  For  the  first  time  I be- 
hold that  hill  whose  name  the  blood  of  Warren  has 
rendered  immortal.  For  the  first  time  my  numble 
voice  is  heard  in  that  hall  which  has  often  rung  with 
the  eloquence  of  Hancock,  Warren,  Otis,  and  that 
fearless  asserter  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  el- 
der Adams.  For  the  first  time  I tread  in  the  land  of 
Hancock,  whose  very  name  should  be  a rebuke  to 
the  minions  of  power  who  have  dared  to  abuse  and 
vilify  the  merchants.  In  the  presence  almost  of 
that  princely  merchant,  (Mr.  H.  here  turned  to  the 
picture  of  Hancock,  which  was  suspended  over  the 
back  of  the  chairman),  in  contemplating  whose 
character,  we  find  that  the  study  and  practice  of 
Grecian  and  Roman  virtues,  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  chivalrous  feelings  and  elevated  pursuits 
of  the  class  to  which  he  belonged!  That  Hancock, 
who,  with  Adams,  was  proscribed  and  excluded 
from  the  act  of  amnesty;  who  sustained  the  liber- 
ties and  adhered  to  the  destinies  of  the  country 
through  good  report  and  through  evil  report;  who 
was  the  soul  of  the  revolution,  and  who  became  the 
first  signer  of  the  first  instrument  the  world  has 
ever  known! 

But  I will  not  trespass  on  your  time  and  patience 
except  to  announce  to  yon  that  New  York  has  done 
her  duty!  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  There  was 
Massachusetts  always  standing  firm,  unequalled  in 
patriotism,  unsurpassed  in  wisdom.  There  she 
stood  unfurling  her  virgin  banner,  without  stain 
and  without  spot,  inciting  us  to  emulate  her  noble 
example!  She  cheered  us  on — she  told  us  the  value 
of  the  constitution — she  invited  ns  to  partake  with 
her  a common  contest  and  a common  victory — she 
engraved  on  the  heart  of  every  freeman  the  noble 
sentiment  of  one  of  her  noblest  sons,  “One  con- 
stitution— one  country — one  destiny!”  There  was 
Vermont,  by  the  side  of  Mass  ichusetts.  There, 
too,  was  Maine!  Degenerate  Maine  had  at  last 
woke  Irom  her  long  sleep  of  degradation  and  sla- 
very at  the  sound  of  the  oppressor’s  voice,  and 
with  one  hound  had  leapt  into  the  life  and  beauty 
ol  freedom!  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Tennessee,  held 
out  their  hands  to  welcome  us!  They  told  us  what 
the  freemen  of  the  west  had  done!  They  beckoned 
us  to  tread  with  the  in  the  path  of  freedom  and  glo 
ry!  How  could  we  stay?  VVe  could  not — we  did  not. 
tVe  came — and  the  empire  state  has  now  taken  her 
stand  in  the  foremost  rank  of  liberty,  ready  to  dc 
and  die  in  the  cause  of  the  country! 

We  have  beaten  them..  In  their  own  state  their 
power  has  been  crushed!  The  power  of  the  people 
has  reached  them!  The  decree  of  destruction  has 
gone  forth,  and  by  the  flashes  of  lightning  gleam- 
ing from  every  quarter  of  the  horizon,  may  thev 
read  the  hand  writing  on  the  wall!  New  York  has 
left  them  and  marched  to  her  sister  states.  Receive 
her,  fellow  citizens,  as  you  have  received  her  hum- 
ble representative.  She  has  sinned  long,  but  she 
must  be  forgiven!  She  is  a mighty  and  noble  slate, 
and  can  stand  by  the  side  of  Massachusetts.  The 
same  banner  must  stream  over  her  which  now 


spreads  its  ample  folds  over  you — the  banner  of  the 
constitution  and  the  laws!  And  whether  that  hallow- 
ed flag  shall  drop  in  defeat,  or  whether  it  shall  float 
in  triumph.  New  York  will  still  be  found  side  by 
side  with  Massachusetts!  She  will  do  her  duty — 1 
pledge  myself  for  it — she  will  do  her  duty  and  her 
whole  duty! 

One  word  more,  fellow  citizens,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  kindness  you  have  shown  to  me.  in 
the  name  of  the  city  I represent,  1 thank  you!  In 
behalf  the  whigs  of  that  city — as  glorious  and  gal- 
lant a band  as  ever  breathed  the  air  of  Heaven- — I 
return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks!  From  my  own 
heart  I most  heartily  thank  you — and  I will  evince 
the  sincerity  of  these  professions  by  proving,  in  the 
only  way  now  left  me,  my  gratitude  lor  your  kind 
attention,  by  taking  my  seat  and  trespassing  no 
longer  on  your  patience.” 

This  address  was  constantly  interrupted  by  peals 
of  applause;  and  when  Mr.  Holfman  sat  down,  the 
old  walls  rang  with  a shout  louder  and  longer  than 
has  for  years  awakened  their  echoes. 


GEORGIA. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  assembled  on  the 
6th  inst.  The  votes  for  governor  having  been 
counted,  Mr.  Gilmer  was  declared  duly  elected  by 
a majority  of  762  votes. 

On  the  8th,  the  governor  elect  took  the  oath  of 
office  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  delivered  the  following  brief  but  ex- 
cellent 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Fellow  citizens:  Before  I enter  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  to  which  I have  been  called  by 
your  favorable  opinion,  I must  avail  myself  of  the 
present  opportunity  to  express  to  you  the  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  I feel  for  this  proof  of  your  renewed 
confidence. 

While  I am  very  sensible  of  the  high  honor  done 
me,  in  the  importance  of  the  trust  you  have  confided 
to  me,  I cannot  but  feel  the  weight  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  it  brings  with  it,  and  my  inability  to 
serve  the  state  to  the  extent  of  its  wants,  and  my 
own  wishes.  It  is  some  relief,  however,  from  the 
consciousness  of  my  deficiencies,  that  the  office  has 
been  conferred,  not  assumed,  nor  sought  for:  that 
in  the  canvass,  I left  the  election  to  the  free  and 
unbiassed  suffrages  of  the  people:  that  1 excited  no 
expectations,  alarmed  no  fears,  made  no  promises, 
and  shall  enter  office  without  incurring  any  obliga- 
tions, but  in  accordance  with  the  public  will,  and 
the  requirements  of  the  solemn  oath  I am  about  to 
take. 

In  conferring  office,  I shall  select  from  those 
whose  services  I can  command  the  best  qualified  to 
do  what  the  law  requires.  Placing  the  greatest 
value  upon  the  freedom  of  political  opinions  myself, 

I shall  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  others  wdio  may 
differ  from  me.  Those  who  have  sought  the  aid  of 
party  power  to  procure  office,  hy  ejecting  faithful 
incumbents,  can  scarcely  expect  to  escape  the  ap- 
plication of  the  same  rule  of  conduct  to  themselves. 

I believe  it  to  be  important  to  perfect  our  state 
institutions  by  reforming  the  constitution,  simplify- 
ing and  rendering  certain  the  laws,  improving  the 
mode  of  their  administration,  making  their  execu- 
tion efficient,  and  correcting  the  delects  of  our  sys- 
tem of  public  education. 

The  rapid  settlement  of  the  Cherokee  country, 
the  abundance  of  its  iron,  lime,  and  marble,  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil  in  producing  grain  and  tobacco,  and 
its  distance  from  navigation,  have  created  new  and 
strong  inducements  to  the  state,  for  availing  itself 
of  the  improvements  which  are  constantly  making 
in  the  construction  of  rail  roads,  to  develope  the 
great  resources  of  that  portion  of  it  by  increasing 
the  facilities  for  carrying  its  heavy  productions  to 
market. 

The  extraordinary  assumption  of  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
taking  the  control  of  the  finances  from  congress; 
his  policy  in  I heir  management;  the  vast  increase 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  general  government;  the 
derangement  of  the  currency;  the  stoppage  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  banks,  and  the  embarrassment 
of  all  concerned  in  trade,  I consider  matters  of  great 
and  pressing  importance  to  the  people,  and  demand- 
ing their-most  decided  control  over  the  operations 
of  their  government. 

Whilst  I believe  that  the  banks  of  this  state  did 
what  was  useful  to  the  community,  in  stopping 
specie  payments,  and  that  they  should  be  exempted 
from  all  penalties  for  so  doing;  I believe,  also,  that 
the  legislature  should  secure  the  continuance  of  the 
present  confidence  in  those  institutions,  by  com- 
pelling them  to  resume  specie  payments  as  soon 
as  the  state  of  commerce  and  its  exchanges  will 
permit. 

I believe  it  to  be  our  highest  political  duty  to  re- 
tain the  organization  of  the  government  in  the  form 


which  our  forefathers  gave  it;  limiting  the  United 
States  to  legislation  upon  the  general  subjects  spe- 
cified in  the  constitution,  and  preserving,  unimpair- 
ed, the  rights  ol  the  states  and  the  people.  Our 
peculiar  domestic  relations,  slave-labor,  and  its  pro- 
ductions, render  this  duty  imperative  upon  the 
southern  people.  These  interests  are  in  constant 
danger  of  being  sacrificed  to  selfish  cupidity,  or  the 
zeal  of  fanaticism,  and  being  represented  in  the 
general  government  by  a minority,  as  they  always 
will  be,  can  only  be  protected  by  unceasing  vigi- 
lance. Ought  we  to  be  the  readiest  to  strengthen 
the  hands  ol  the  majority,  by  exciting  alarm's  lor 
the  union  whenever  the  spirit  of  resistance  is  show  n 
to  the  encroachments  ol  power?  The  majority  can 
always  take  care  ot  themselves.  They  will  do 
more;  they  will,  il  not  prevented,  render  the  pecu- 
liar interests  ol  the  minority  subservient  to  their 
advantage.  Instead  of  strengthening  the  hands  of 
the  general  government,  our  true  position  is,  to 
stand  by  the  powers  of  the  states  and  the  people,  as 
the  surest  safeguards  of  our  rights,  of  liberty,  and 
of  properly.  ^ 

Knowing  from  experience  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  by  your  chief  magistrate  in  times  of 
high  party  strife,  I am  sure  I shall  stand  in  need  of 
your  kindest  indulgence  and  most  liberal  support. 
Unconscious  of  any  selfish  object  in  accepting  office, 
I confidently  trust  my  conduct  will  be  directed  ex- 
clusively to  the  public  good.  I am  now  ready  to 
take  the  oath  of  office. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  the  Globi  of  the  2nd  inst. 

“TAUSE  AND  PROFIT  BY  IT.” 

[A.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

The  National  (Bank)  Gazette  is  from  day  to 
day  dragging  up  the  name  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  the  alitor  of  the  Globe,  evident- 
ly supposing  that  the  association  of  his  name  with 
ours  might  work  us  some  prejudice.  A few  days 
ago  Mr.  Whitney  was  paraded  in  the  bank  jour- 
nal as  the  financial  editor  of  the  Globe.  In  yester- 
day’s Gazette,  Mr.  Pcinsett  is  -alluded  to,  and 
warned  that  every  man  ivho  is  affiliated  with  Ken- 
dall, Blair,  and  Whitney,  is  liable  to  be  morally 
identified  with  that  trie.  We  doubt  exceedingly 
whether  Mr.  Poinset?  even  knows  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. W e know  nothiig  ot  his  private  character — 
have  had  no  private  iitimacy  or  connection  with 
him  whatever,  except  lecoming  his  bail  when  per- 
secuted by  the  opposition.  We  have  known  him 
only  as  the  general  and  confidential  correspondent 
ot  the  banks,  and  have  allowed  him  to  defend  their 
interest  from  the  assaults  of  Mr.  Biddle  and  his 
friends  in  the  columns  of  the  Globe.  As  we  stated, 
however,  m our  evidence  before  Mr.  Wise’s  com- 
mittee, we  were  apprised  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  that  the  interests  he  represented  were  an- 
tagonist to  that  ol  the  treasury,  and  always  scruti- 
nized his  designs,  so  that  nothing  beyond  strict  jus- 
tice should  be  accorded.  Unluckily,  the  employers 
of  Mr.  Whitney  have  recently  wanted  any  thing 
but  justice;  and  their  agent,  for  months  past,  has 
sought  other  channels  of  communication  than  the 
Globe  to  gain  the  public  ear,  and  accomplish  the 
objects  which  the  institutions  he  represents  gave  in 
view.  That  he  faithfully  and  earnestly  advocates 
their  interests,  is  matter  of  public  notoriety.  He  is 
in  close  carrespondence  with  the  conservatives  and 
doubtless  they  profit  by  his  intelligence.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  from  the  personal  pique  of  Mr.  Biddle 
(hat  his  organ  still  pursues  Mr.  Whitney.  All 
Mr.  Biddle’s  bank  friends  voted  for  the  project  at 
the  last  session  which  Mr.  Whitney’s  active  zeal 
was  busy  in  promoting;  and  why  should  Mr.  Bid- 
dle, who  was  once  his  bosom  associate  in  manag- 
ing the  greatest  and  most  delicate  trust  of  the  insti- 
tution over  which  he  presides,  still  persecute  him, 
now  that  they  have  a common  cause  to  advance? 
Mr.  Biddle  lias  entrusted  Mr.  Whitney  with  the 
disposal  of  more  than  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  banks’s  money  at  a time,  and  that  as  a per- 
sonal friend,  when  Mr.  "Whitney  held  no  official 
relation  to  the  bank.  This  appears  from  the  re- 
ported evidence  of  the  bank  committee.  We  have 
no  doubt  it  was  this  confidence  once  reposed  in 
Mr.  Whitney  by  Mr.  Biddle,  which  first  distin- 
guished him,  and  recommended  him  to  the  state 
banks  for  the  agency  in  which  they  employed  him. 

We  solicit  a perusal  of  the  annexed  letter  from 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Whitney,  to  show  the  rela- 
tions once  subsisting  between  those  two  gentlemen. 
It  will  be  seen,  that  in  an  affair  involving  millions 
of  the  bank's  money,  Mr.  Biddle  and  bis  board 
of  directors  bowed  to  Mr.  Whitney’s  better  judg- 
ment: 

Philadelphia,  December  15,  1824. 

“Dear  sir:  I have  this  morning  returned  from 
Washington,  having  taken  the  whole  five  millions 
at  par.  I wish  you  would  see  and  console  Mr.  Prime, 
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and  particularly  endeavor  to  keep  his  complaints  out  of 
the  newspapers.  Moreover,  he  may,  perhaps,  be 
serviceable  to  us,  by  turning  over  to  us  the  funds 
he  had  provided  in  Boston.  Considering  the  foot- 
ing on  which  the  bank  very  naturally  and  justly 
claimed  the  loan,  as  being  decidedly  more  advan- 
tageous to  give  it  to  us  rather  than  to  individuals, 
we  should  all  extremely  regret  being  obliged  to  part 
with  any  of  our  Florida  loan;  we  would  much 
rather,  even  at  some  little  sacrifice,  get  funds  at 
Boston,  by  purchasing  them  in  New  York,  and  ob- 
taining drafts  on  the  Boston  banks,  or,  in  the  last 
resort,  raising  some  hundred  thousand  dollars  at 
Boston,  by  pledging  on  stock  there  for  sixty  days, 
until  we  could  replace  the  amount  there.  What 
think  you  of  this  last  plan?  I agree  with  you  as  to 
the  expediency  of  retaining  the  specie  at  New 
York,  if  wre  could  raise  the  necessary  funds  with- 
out it  at  Boston;  but  we  are  not  sure  of  that,  and 
we  have  reason  not  to  be  very  confident  of  the 
Boston  banks  themselves.  We  must  leave  nothing 
to  hazard;  and,  since  we  have  taken  the  loan  at 
par,  on  the  distinct  ground  of  our  having  the  means 
of  doing  it,  it  would  be  advisable,  in  every  point 
of  view',  not  to  sell  any  of  the  Florida  loan  in  Bos- 
ton. 

“After  much  consideration,  therefore,  we  are  all 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  specie  had  better  go  on; 

I have  arranged  for  two  or  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  from  Baltimore,  to  be  sent  here. 

“The  news  of  the  loan  will  probably 

OCCASION  A RISE  IN  BANK  STOCK.  WoDLD 
IT  NOT  BE  WELL  TO  PAUSE  AND  PROFIT  BY  IT? 
We  LEAVE  THIS  TO  YOUR  GOOD  JUDGMENT. 

In  haste,  very  truly,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE. 

“R.  M.  Whitney,  esq.  Neu  York.” 

The  very  nature  of  the  transaction  marks  the 
degree  of  peculiar  intimacy  between  the  principal 
and  agent.  It  was  a stockjobbing  business.  Mr. 
Biddle  had  made  some  movement  on  the  money 
market,  calculated  to  impirt  a factitious  value  to 
bank  stock.  The  question  was  w'hether  to  strike 
at  once,  or  whether  they  njight  not  longer  ‘'pause 
and  profit  by  it.”  Upon  this  point  Mr.  Biddle  re- 
lied more  on  Mr.  Whitley's  “good  judgment” 
than  his  own.  As  far  as  this  gambling  in  stocks 
was  culpable,  it  was  dishororable  to  Mr.  Biddle, 
not  to  Mr.  Whitney.  As  the  head  of  a national 
institution,  Mr.  Biddle  hal  no  right  to  make  it  a 
machine  to  depress  or  raise  prices,  and  “pause  and 
profit ” by  the  false  hopes  he  could  inspire  in 
dealers  ignorant  of  what  passed  behind  the  scene. 
It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Biddle  confesses  he 
had  made  the  loan  “on  the  distinct  ground  of  having 
the  means,”  when  in  (act  he  had  them  not,  but  was 
obliged  to  raise  the  wind.  This  was  the  deception 
which  raised  the  stock. 

Another  part  of  Mr.  Whitney’s  commission 
shows  the  delicate  nature  of  the  trust  he  was  em- 
ployed in.  He  was  “to  console”  Mr.  Prime,  anoth- 
er great  gambler  in  stocks,  and  prevent  the  affair 
from  getting  into  the  newspapers!  Mr.  Biddle  seems 
to  have  understood  w'hat  belonged  to  the  character 
of  his  bank;  and  how  necessary  it  was  ev?n  then  to 
arrest  newspaper  Scrutiny.  He  has  another  way 
to  manage  newspapers  now. 

From  the  Madisonian. 

MR.  WHITNEY  TO  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  PRESIDENT 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  peculiar  character  of  this  communication, 
and  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which  have 
called  it  forth,  lead  me  to  address  it  to  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  nation,  not  doubting  that  he  con- 
curs in  the  apothegm  of  Solon,  that  the  most  popular 
government,  is  that  “where  an  injury  done  to  the 
meanest  subject,  is  an  insult  upon  the  whole  consti- 
tution.” 

It  is  now  almost  six  years,  since  I was  first  enroll- 
ed in  the  ranks  and  found  taking  part  in  the  politi- 
cal controversies  of  the  times.  Previous  to  that 
time,  I had  remained  a silent  spectator,  neither  feel- 
ing an  interest  or  taking  part  on  either  side  of  the 
party  divisions. 

Since  l first  entered  the  arena  of  politics,  I have 
made  one  of  the  democratic  party.  It  has  been  my 
fortune,  w'hether  for  weal  or  for  woe;  time  alone  can 
determine,  to  be  singled  out  from  among  those  with 
whom  I acted,  an  object  for  malignity  to  aim  its 
shafts  at,  and  for  persecution  to  pour  out  its  phials 
of  wrath  upon.  Notwithstanding  the  vicissitudes  to 
which  I have  been  subjected  fiom  those  causes,  too 
well  calculated  lor  the  effect  designed,  not  to  make 
my  path  onward  somewhat  thorny;  and  to  sour,  at 
times,  the  feelings  of  nature;  yet  I have  endeavor- 
ed steadfastly  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  my  way, 
giving  all  the  aid  and  support  to  the  cause  in  which 
I was  embarked,  that  the  feeble  energies  with  which 
nature  endowed  me,  permitted.  With  what  zeal 
and  fidelity  they  have  been  exercised,  and  with 


what  results,  I must  leave  to  those  w;ho  have  been 
witnesses  of  my  efforts,  to  determine;  venturing, 
however,  to  intimate,  that  I believe  “I  have  render- 
ed the  state  (the  party)  some  service;  and  they 
know  it.” 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  differ  from  a large 
number  of  the.  democratic  party,  as  well  as  the  chief 
magistrate,  on  the  exciting  topic  of  the  day;  the 
sub-treasury  system. 

Long  before  that  subject  was  laid  before  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  for  their  deliberation, 
and  before  I knew  it  was  in  serious  contemplation 
to  do  so,  merely  from  seeing  it  introduced  and  re- 
commended in  a few  of  the  newspapers,  I was  led 
to  bestow  upon  it  some  attention,  which  resulted  in 
my  expressing  a decided  objection  to  it,  as  being 
(even  if.practicable)  fraught  with  so  many  dangers, 
and  difficulties  as  to  render  the  adoption  of  it,  in  my 
opinion,  altogether  inexpedient.  These  view's  were 
publicly  expressed. 

I was  first  apprised  of  the  intention  of  the  execu- 
tive to  recommend  that  measure  to  congress,  by  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  its  reputed  official  organ.  I 
immediately  thereafter  gave  the  subject  another  and 
more  deliberate  examination;  which  served  but  to 
confirm  me  more  strongly  in  the  accuracy  of  the  opi- 
nion the  former  one  had  led  to. 

While  I thus  have  and  do  now  differ  from  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  many  others,  in  the  policy  of  that  great 
and  important  measure  recommended,  I can  truly 
say,  that  difference  has  its  foundation  in  purity  of 
purpose  and  honesty  of  principle. 

While  I disregarded  the  intimation,  so  long  as  it 
was  confined  to  mere  report  or  verbal  statement, 
that  all  who  did  not  give  an  unqualified  support  to 
the  measure,  would  be  looked  upon  as  enemies  to 
the  administration;  it  is  not  without  unmeasurable 
surprise,  that  I have  witnessed  the  spirit  of  intoler- 
ance manifested  through  the  columns  of  the  official 
organ  towards  some  of  those  who  must  have  done 
violence  to  their  consciences  and  sacrificed  their 
principles  by  giving  it  their  support. 

I cannot,  for  an  instant,  entertain  the  thought, 
that  the  present  chief  magistrate  is  influenced  by 
principles  less  distinguished  for  tolerance  and  liber- 
ality, than  those  which  so  eminently  characterized 
his  late  predecessor.  Therefore,  I cannot  hut  con- 
clude, that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Globe  news- 
paper, does  not  obtain  official  sanction. 

On  a former  memorable  occasion  in  relation  to  a 
measure  of  great  national  interest  and  impoitance, 
ex-president  Jackson  thus  expressed  himself,  “Far 
be  it  from  him  (he  said)  to  expect  or  require  that 
any  member  of  his  cabinet,  should,  at  his  request, 
order,  or  dictation,  do  any  act  he  believes  unlawful, 
or  in  his  conscience  condemns.  From  them,  and 
from  ids  fellow-citizens  in  general,  he  desires  only 
that  aid  and  support,  which  their  reason  approves  and 
their  conscience  sanctions.” 

The  preceding  is  taken  from  the  paper  read  by 
general  Jackson  to  his  cabinet,  on  the  18th  Septem- 
ber, 1833,  having  relation  to  the  measure  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites. 

While  I frankly  acknowledge  my  inability  to  sup- 
port a measure  which  neither  “reason  approves” 
nor  “conscience  sanctions,”  I am  confident  in  the 
belief,  that  the  same  lenity  will  be  extended  to  me 
and  all  who  are  similarly  situated,  on  the  present  as 
on  the  former  occasion  referred  to. 

The  Globe  of  the  2d  inst.  contains  an  editorial  ar- 
ticle, relating  principally  to  myself.  The  causes 
which  prompted  it,  as  well  as  the  object  sought  to 
be  accomplished  through  it,,  cannot  be  mistaken.- — 
From  that  article,  I extracted  the  following: 

“PAUSE  AND  PROFIT  BY  IT.” 

[IV.  Biddle  to  ]}Ir.  Whitney. 

The  National  (Bank)  Gazette  is  from  day  to  day 
dragging  up  the  name  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  connection 
with  that  of  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  evidently  sup- 
posing that  the  association  of  his  name  with  ours 
might  work  us  some  prejudice.  A few  days  ago 
Mr.  Whitney  was  paraded  in  the  bank  journal  as 
the  financial  editor  of  the  Globe.  In  yesterday’s 
Gazette,  Mr.  Poinsett  is  alluded  to,  and  warned  that 


Unluckily,  the  employers  of  Mr.  Whitney  have  re- 
cently wanted  any  thing  but  justice;  and  their  agent, 
for  months  past,  has  sought  other  channels  of  com- 
munication than  the  Globe  to  gain  the  public  ear, 
and  accomplish  the  objects  which  the  institutions 
he  represents  have  in  view.  That  he  faithfully 
and  earnestly  advocates  their  interests,  is  matter  of 
public  notoriety.  He  is  in  close  correspondence 
with  the  conservatives,  and  doubtless  they  profit  by 
his  intelligence.  It  must,  therefore,  be  from  the 
personal  pique  of  Mr.  Biddle  that  his  organ  still 
pursues  Mr.  Whitney.  All  Mr.  Biddle’s  bank 
friends  voted  for  the  project,  at  the  last  session, 
which  Mr.  Whitney’s  active  zeal  was  busy  in  pro- 
moting; and  why  should  Mr.  Biddle,  who  was  once 
his  bosom  associate  in  managing  the  greatest  and 
most  delicate  trusts  of  the  institution  over  which  he 
presides,  still  persecute  him,  now  that  they  have  a 
common  cause  to  advance?” 

Whether  the,  names  of  the  editor  of  the  Globe  and 
myself  being  associated  together  in  the  new  spapers, 
will  work  some  prejudice  to  either,  and  if  so  to 
which,  must  be  determined  by  the  verdict  of  public 
opinion. 

The  editor  of  the  official  labors  under  a slight 
mistake  in  regard  to  his  doubts  respecting  Mr.  Poin- 
sett’s knowledge  of  me.  I apprehend  that  gentle- 
man was  made  acquainted  with  me  by  letter  long 
before  he  ever  heard  of  the  editor  ol  the  Globe. 
How  favorably  I was  made  known  to  him,  that 
letter  will  show',  addressed  to  him  while,  minis- 
ter at  Mexico,  by  one  for  whom,  I am  sure,  he  at 
that  time  entertained  a favorable  regard.  I have 
since  met  Mr.  Poinsett  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  this 
city,  but  have  never  had  any  business transactions 
with  him,  since  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  war 
department. 

When  I first  read  in  the  article  quoted  “We  know 
nothing  of  his  private  character — have  had  no  pri- 
vate intimacy  or  connection  with  him  whatever,  ex- 
cept becoming  his  baihwhen  persecuted  by  the  op- 
position,” I paused  instinctively  to  inquire  who 
were  the  editors  of  the  Globe?  I turned  to  the 
head  of  the  paper,  and  was  utterly  amazed  to  find 
standing  there  in  large  capitals,  “edited  by  Francis 
P.  Blair.”  I apprehend  there  are  many  who  will 
be  equally  amazed  by  the  above  declaration  of  the 
editor. 

I now  feel,  and  ever  shall  feel,  under  grateful  ob- 
ligations to  the  editor  of  the  Globe  for  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  he  indulged  me  with  the  use  of 
its  columns,  which  I ever  found  at  my  disposal  in 
defending  myself  from  June  1832,  to  June  1837, 
against  the  assaults  of  my  enemies.  The  obliga- 
tions which  he  laid  me  under  by  kindly  becoming 
my  bail,  is  vastly  augmented,  since  I learn  by  the 
statement  quoted,  that  I was  next  to  an  entire 
stranger  to  him,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  my  pri- 
vate character.  It  is  but  seldom  favors  of  that 
character  are  asked,  much  more  so,  that  they  are 
granted  under  such  circumstances.  When  they 
are,  they  ought  asui  edly  to  be  highly  prized. 

There  was  something  so  peculiar  in  the  declara- 
tion, “we  know  nothing  of  his  private  character,” 
that  it  brought  to  my  recollection  the  lines  from 
Sbakspeare: 

Who  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash;  ’tis  something; 
nothing: 

’Twas  mine,  ’tis  his,  and  has  been  slave  to  thou- 
sands; 

But  he  that  filches  from  rne  my  good  name, 

Robs  ine  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 

But  makes  me  poor  indeed. 

It  furthermore  reminded  me  of  a statement  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams,  made  by  him 
individually,  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  investiga- 
tion in  1832,  as  being  somewhat  similar,  which  was 
in  the  following  words;  referring  to  me,  he  said, 
“of  his  present  standing  in  the  community,  no  evidence 
was  taken  by  the  committee.”  No  one  can  mistake 
the  object  which  prompted  Mr.  Adams,  or  what  he 
sought  to  accomplish  by  this  sort  of  negative  ex- 
pression. Those  who  are  much  less  skilled  in  the 


every  man  who  is  officiated  with  Kendall,  Blair  study  of  human  nature  and  of  mankind,  than  Mr. 

..  i nr • 7_-  j-  j _ l.  ii..  ...hi  Arlnmc  Im/YUt  full  yvpII  that  mnn’?  rpmitatinn 


and  Whitney,  is  liable  to  be  morally  identified  with 
that  trio.”  We  doubt  exceedingly  whether  Mr. 
Poinsett  even  knows  Mr.  Whitney.  We  know  no- 
thing of  his  private  character — have  had  no  private 
intimacy  or  connection  with  him  whatever,  except 
becoming  his  bail  when  persecuted  by  the  opposi- 
tion. We  have  known  him  only  as  the  general  and 
confidential  correspondent  of  the  banks,  and  have 
allow'ed  him  to  defend  their  interests  from  the  as- 
saults of  Mr.  Biddle  and  his  friends  in  the  columns 
of  the  Globe.  As  we  stated,  however,  in  our  evi- 
dence before  Mr.  Wise’s  committee,  we  were  appri- 
sed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  the  inter- 
ests he  represented  were  antagonist  to  that  of  the 
treasury,  and  always  scrutinized  his  designs,  so  that 
nothing  beyond  strict  justice  should  be  accorded. 


Adams,  know  full  well,  that  man’s  reputation,  like 
female  virtue,  is  a sensitive  plant— that  either  can 
be  effectually  blasted,  in  the  absence  of  all  cause  on 
which  to  found  direct  allegations,  by  secret  inuen- 
does;  by  a shake  of  the  head;  by  a turn  up  of  the 
nose,  or  by  a shrug  of  the  shoulders.  In  a memori- 
al which  f addressed  to  the  house  of  representatives  j 
and  which  was  published  in  the  Globe,  I took  the 
following  notice  of  the  passage  from  Mr.  Adam’s 
report: 

“Your  memorialists  has  lived,  as  he  has  before 
stated,  in  a respectable  and  intelligent  community 
for  the  last  sixteen  years,  and  has  made  no  secret 
of  his  occupation  and  residence  before  that  period. 
In  these  sixteen  years  he  has  experienced  the  vi- 
cissitudes ol  life,  has  borne  the  trials  of  prosperity, 
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and  adversity.  The  member  of  the  minority,  in  his 
own  report,  states,  with  great  particularity,  the  in- 
cidents he  had  learned  in  the  life  and  fortunes  of 
your  memorialist,  showing  to  how.  rigid  a scrutiny 
he  had  been  subjected,  and  that  no  charges  could 
be  brought  against  him,  but  that  he  had  once  lived 
in  Canada,  and  had  been  unfortunate  in  business, 
and  concludes  his  account  of  him  by  saying  that, 
“of  his  present  standing  in  the  community,  no  evi- 
dence was  taken  by  the  committee.”  It  may  be 
presumed  that  those  who  were  thus  curious  as  to 
his  past  life,  would  make  some  inquiries  as  to  his 
present  standing;  and  if  any  discovery  had  been 
made  to  his  prejudice,  if  any  person  could  have 
been  found  to  deny  that  he  was  an  honest  man,  en- 
titled to  credit,  can  it  be  believed  that  he  would 
not  have  been  produced? 

“He  did  not  desire  witnesses  to  be  called — none 
such  could  be  needed.  The  anxiety  manifested  to 
destroy  him,  and  the  unfair  eli'orts  made  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose,  and  his  assailants  not  venturing 
to  impeach  his  character  where  it  must  be  known 
to  them,  is  stronger  for  him  than  the  testimony  of 
thousands;  for  it  shows  his  enemies  to  be  them- 
selves conscious  that  his  present  standing  is  such  as 
cannot  be  safely  attacked.” 

As  a commentary  upon  the  present  position  as- 
sumed by  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  I give  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  an  editorial  article  in  that  paper  of 
the  3d  of  J anuary  last,  which  I know'  to  be  the  pro- 
duction of  the  editor,  Mr.  Blair.  In  referring  to 
me,  he  said: 

“Messrs.  Adams  and  McDuffie  were  first  em- 
ployed to  destroy  him  by  the  weight  of  their  bank 
reports.  He  was  charged  with  high  crimes,  to  turn 
the  eye  of  public  opinion  from  the  real  culprit. 
The  ex-president  and  his  nullifying  colleague  were 
too  well  understood,  and  the  justice  of  the  people 
too  unyielding  to  enable  them  to  turn  the  condem- 
nation deserved  by  the  accused  to  the  accuser. 
Whitney  was  supported,  and  Biddle  convicted.  In 
what  a miserable  predicament  do  our  magniloquent 
opposition  now  reduce  themselves  by  the  attempt 
to  carry  out  the  malice  of  Biddle,  and  if  they  can- 
not deprive  the  object  of  his  hatred  of  reputation,  at 
least  gratify  him  by  depriving  the  cleric  (Whitney) 
and  his  family  of  bread!  If  it  be  the  will  of  congress 
that  the  deposite  banks  shall  employ  some  other 
agent  than  Mr.  Whitney,  it  is  probable  they  will 
comply;  but  we  believe  (although  we  know  nothing 
of  Mr.  Whitney  except  what  we  have  seen  of  him 
since  he  has  been  a resident  of  this  district,)  that 
they  will  not  get  a more  capable,  intelligent,  indus- 
trious or  honest  agent  in  his  place.” 

It  would  appear  from  the  foregoing  quotation, 
that  in  January  last  the  editor  of  the  Globe  did 
know  something  of  me,  although  he  now  appears 
to  have  never  had  any  knowledge  of  me  whatever! 
At  least  none  beyond  my  being  the  “corresponding 
agent  of  the  banks.”  It  may,  I think,  be  fairly 
supposed  by  those  who  have  a knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  as  they  have  existed,  that  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  would  have  acquired  some  further 
knowledge,  during  the  time  he  has  “seen  him,  (me) 
since  he  (1)  has  ( have ) been  a resident  of  this  Dis- 
trict,” which  is  now  bordering  upon  six  years. 

I am  now  for  the  first  time  apprised  through  the 
Globe  official,  that  it  was  ever  considered  “that  the 
interests  he  (I)  represented  were  antagonist  to  i/uit 
of  the  treasury.”  Of  this  I will  speak  hereafter. 

The  editor  of  the  Globe  “always  scrutinized  his 
(my)  designs  so  that  nothing  beyond  strict  justice 
should  be  accorded!”  What  other  construction  can 
be  put  upon  this  declaration,  than,  that  after  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  made  the  above  stated 
communication  to  him,  the  editor  of  the  Globe  as- 
sumed the  superintendence  in  chief  of  the  treasury 
department,  that  he  might  scrutinize  my  designs ? I 
shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  this  hereafter. 

Whatever  “the  employers  of  Mr.  Whitney  have 
secretly  wanted”  I apprehend  it  will  be  pretty 
generally  acceded  that,  the  columns  of  the  Globe  is 
the  last  place  to  which  they  might  look  with  a 
prospect  of  having  “justice”  accorded  to  them. 
They  could  hardly  expect  to  obtain  that  divine  at- 
tribute through  a channel,  which,  by  the  violation 
of  sacred  injunctions,  fulminated  against  them  an 
allegation  contained  in  a “private”  correspondence 
which  stigmatized  them  with  acts  of  “perfidy  and 
treachery.” 

If  I have  sought  other  channels  of  communica- 
tion than  the  Globe  to  gain  the  public  ear,”  it  is 
because  I have  been  excluded  from  that  channel. 
The  third  and  fourth  number  of  “An  Observer,”  I 
was  compelled  to  publish  in  pamphlet  form  in  June 
last,  because  the  editor  of  the  Globe  refused  them 
a place  in  the  columns  of  that  paper.  One  of  those 
numbers  was  principally  occupied  in  relation  to 
the  banks  resuming  specie  payments — pointing  out 
how  that  was  done  on  a former  occasion;  and  how 
it  might  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  on  the  present, 


with  safety  and  without  extraordinary  inconve- 
nience to  themselves  or  to  the  community. 

In  laying  the  two  essays  referred  to,  before  the 
public,  in  pamphlet  form,  I introduced  them  with 
the  following  preface: 

In  the  Globe  of  the  23d  and  25th  of  May  last, 
were  published  two  articles  over  the  signature  of 
“ Jin  Observer.”  The  first  article  announced  the 
object  of  the  writer  to  be  “to  repel  some  of  the 
unjust  allegations  made  against  the  deposite  sys- 
tem, (as  originally  established),  the  authors  and 
friends  of  the  measure,  and  the  banks  employed  as 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  prior  to  the 
act  of  congress,  regulating  the  deposite  banks,  of 
June  last.” 

The  writer  found  himself  obliged  to  extend  his 
examinations  and  inquiries  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  first  contemplated  undertaking.  The  cause  of 
the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  the  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which  it  is  now 
suffering,  became  subjects  of  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion. These,  so  interesting  and  of  such  deep  import 
to  all,  he  has  not  hesitated  to  examine  and  to  discuss 
with  that  freedom  and  unreservedness  of  expres- 
sion, which  he  believes  the  public  weal  demands 
should  characterize  the  discussion  of  all  subjects 
which  are  altogether  of  a national  character.  It  is 
by  unrestrained  discussion  only,  that  error  in  judg- 
ment, if  it  occurs,  may  be  corrected;  wrong  im- 
pressions be  removed;  improper  prejudices  be  dis- 
sipated; and,  so  far  as  the  public  welfare  is  con- 
cerned, the  public  be  saved  from  the  evils  which 
the  absence  of  free  discussion  would  inevitably  en- 
tail upon  it. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  writer  has  resorted 
to  this  mode  of  laying  before  the  public  the  two 
subjoined  articles.” 

Nor  could  I expect  subsequently  to  find  a more 
favorable  reception  for  articles,  having  for  their  ob- 
ject, and  urging  a resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  when  the  whole  course  of  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  indicates  that  he  is  deadly  hostile  to 
the  consummation  of  that  important  and  salutary 
measure. 

Has  the  editor  of  the  official  organ  assumed  the 
guardianship  of  the  post  office,  and  established  a 
system  of  espionage,  that  he  is  enabled  so  confi- 
dently to  say  I am  “in  close  correspondence  with  the 
conservatives ?”  It  is  an  honor,  however,  I am  proud 
in  acknowledging.  There  are  to  be  found  among 
those  who  are  thus  classed,  and  who  have  lately 
been  anathematized  by  the  official  organ,  because 
they  could  not  give  their  support  to  a measure 
“which  neither  their  reason  approves  nor  their  con- 
science sanctions,”  men  as  distinguished  for  their 
patriotism,  their  eminent  statesmen-Jike  abilities, 
and  their  undeviating  support  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  late  and  present  administration,  as 
any  that  can  be  found  in  the  land. 

If  it  were  the  fact,  as  the  official  evidently  in- 
tends to  insinuate,  that  Mr.  Biddle  and  myself  now 
“ have  a common  cause  to  advance,”  I strongly  sus- 
pect there  would  not  be  found  many  to  pronounce 
even  that,  quite  so  novel  a spectacle  as  is  present- 
ed in  the  amalgamation,  united  in  the  support  of 
an  “antagonist”  “common  cause.”  For  the  last 
six  years  the  columns  of  the  Globe  have  teemed 
with  unmeasured  abuse  of  John  C.  Calhoun  and 
the  conductor  of  his  organ  in  this  city.  Mr.  C., 
among  many  other  charges  made  against  him  has 
been  stigmatized  by  the  Globe  as  a “disorganizer” 
and  “revolutionist,”  seeking  to  cause  a revolution, 
that  he  might  be  the  “Cataline.”  Mr.  Calhoun  in 
retaliation,  has  stigmatized  the  Globe  with  being 
“BASE  AND  PROSTITUTE.”  As  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  we  now  behold  this  trio,  like  a band 
of  brothers,  shoulder  to  shoulder  supporting  one 
and  the  same  “common  cause!” 

The  “project  which  at  the  last  session  Mr.  Whit- 
ney’s active  zeal  was  busy  in  promoting,”  is  one 
which  originated  with  general  Jackson  in  1833; 
one  which  from  that  period,  in  each  of  his  annual 
messages  up  as  late  as  December  of  last  year,  he 
bestowed  unqualified  praise  upon,  and  which  in  its 
successful  operations  had  more  than  realized  all 
that  he  had  ever  anticipated.  The  head  of  the 
treasury  department  was  equally  profuse  in  passing 
his  encomiums  on  the  services  performed  by  those 
embraced  under  that  project,  and  commending  its 
usefulness.  I trust,  therefore,  if  I have  manifest- 
ed unusual  “zeal”  in  support  of  such  a project,  I 
shall  have  at  least  accorded  to  me,  the  merit  of  its 
being  an  honest  one. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  hereafter,  whether  all  such 
as  have  ever  been  sincere  in  their  friendship,  and 
devoted  in  their  support  of  the  administration  and 
the  mo9t  of  its  leading  measures,  are  to  receive  the 
anathemas  of  the  “official,”  and  be  ostracized  from 
the  party,  because,  in  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ty, and  in  sustaining  their  principles,  they  are 
obliged  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  a propos- 


ed measure  which,  neither  their  reason  approves, 
nor  their  conscience  sanctions.” 

Another  number  will  be  devoted  to  an  exposition 
of  the  supposed  causes  which  induced  the  feeling, 
which  I am  now  for  the  first  time  iniormed  existed, 
that  the  interests  I represented  were  antagonist  to 
those  of  the  treasury — to  that  of  the  true  causes 
which  have  produced  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  monetary  atfairs  of  the  country,  with  which 
it  is  time  it  should  be  made  acquainted,  and  to  a 
defence  of  the  banks  from  some  of  the  guilty  aefs 
with  which  they  stand  charged, nothing  extenuating, 
nor  setting  down  aught  in  malice.  With  great  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

November  10  tli,  1837. 

LETTER  II. 

In  my  last  communication,  I remarked  that  it 
was  through  the  article  in  the  Globe,  which  I quot- 
ed, that  I wrns  tor  the  first  time  apprised,  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  ever  entertained  the  opi- 
nion that,  the  interests  which  I represented  were  an- 
tagonist to  those  of  the  treasury  department.  As  I 
represented  the  interests  of  the  deposite  banks,  in 
part,  therefore  it  must  have  been  their  interests, 
which  were  the  antagonist  interests  to  those  of  the 
treasury. 

As  the  Globe  male  reference  to  the  testimony  of 
its  editor,  given  before  the  “"Wise  committee” 
(the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  was  chair- 
man) I have  turned  to  that,  for  the  first  time  I ever 
saw  it,  and  find  the  following  as  part  of  the  answer 
which  he  gave  to  the  first  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Blair  stated: 

“What  the  precise  character  of  the  agent’s  (my) 
business  W'as,  the  witness  (himself)  was  never  in- 
iormed in  detail,  but  understood,  generally,  that  it 
was  to  superintend  their  interests,  as  the  deposite 
banks.  The  witness,  on  some  occasion,  in  conver- 
sation with  the  secretary,  was  desired  by  him  to 
bear  in  mind  that  those  interests  were  not  always 
urged  by  the  mantgers  of  the  banks  in  such  wise 
as  to  be  compatible  with  that  of  the  public,  and  he 
therefore  guarded  igainst  the  agent  as  one  who 
might  be  representing  an  adversary  interest  to  that 
of  the  public.” 

That  such  a feeling  should  have  been  entertained, 
is  new  to  me,  and  for  how  long  a time  it  has  exist- 
ed, I know  not,  ant  that  neither  the  banks  which  I 
represented,  nor  myself,  should  never  have  been 
apprised  of  it,  does  truly  surprise  me:  and  (hat  the 
editor  of  the  Globe  should  have  been  “guarded 
against  the  agent,”  that  he  might  be  upon  the 
watch,  and  “ scrutinize  the  designs”  of  that  “agent” 
(myself)  is  now  learnt  with  no  undiminished  sur- 
prise. 

It  would  seem  to  be  a contradiction  of  all  the 
principles  which  characterize  the  intercourse  which 
must  naturally  subsist  between  principal  and  agent, 
that  such  could  have  been  the  fact.  An  antagonist 
interest  of  the  agent  to  that  of  the  principal  must 
inevitably  lead  to  a speedy  dissolution  of  the  connex- 
ion. Such  an  interest,  as  soon  as  it  was  discover- 
ed that  it  existed,  would  forbid  a longer  continuance 
of  it  on  the  part  of  the  principal. 

Whether  or  not,  while  I have  been  acting  for 
some  of  the  deposite  banks,  I have  been  “ represent- 
ing an  adversary  interest  to  that  of  the  public,”  that 
public  has  a right  to  know.  The  banks,  too,  have 
a deep  interest  in  knowing,  whether  I have  been 
faithful  and  have  acted  with  fidelity  towards  them, 
or  have  been  guilty  of  so  representing  their  inter- 
ests as  to  make  them  appear  adversary to  that  of  the 
public.  I cannot  but  view  it  in  the  light  of  a se- 
rious allegation  against  me,  which  T am  bound  by 
every  obligation  of  duty  and  principle  to  vindicate 
myself  from,  at  the  earliest  moment  it  came  to  my 
knowledge. 

There  are  additional  considerations  which  unite 
with  the  foregoing  to  impel  me  to  the  undertaking, 
in  discharge  of  what  I consider  an  obligation  of 
duty. 

The  employment  of  state  banks  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  federal  government,  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  those  banks  while  so 
acting,  are  botli  circumstances,  destined  to  occupy 
a conspicuous  place  in  the  future  history  of  this 
country.  All  that  is  immediately  connected  with 
those  two  events,  therefore,  belongs  to  the  country; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  every  individual  having  in  his 
possession  facts  calculated  to  reflect  new  lights  or 
colors  upon  one  or  both  those  circumstances,  would 
be  doing  wrong  by  withholding  them. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  pages  of  our  national  histo- 
ry, that  general  Jackson  took  on  himself  alone  the 
“responsibility”  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic funds — that  he  declared  the  measure  to  be  his 
own;  and,  that  it  was  an  “ exj/eriment .”  General 
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Jackson’s  reputation  was  staked  on  the  success  or 
failure  of  that  measure. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  early 
selected  banks  entered  into  agreements  with  the 
government  to  become  its  fiscal  agents.  With 
them  it  was  no  less  an  experiment,  than  it  was  with 
the  government.  The  whole  interests  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  each  one  of  those  banks,  together  with 
the  reputation  of  those  to  whom  they  had  entrusted 
their  management,  were  also  staked  on  the  success 
or  failure  of  their  undertaking.  They  and  the  go- 
vernment had  one,  and  but  one,  and  that  was  a 
common  cause.  It  could  not  in  the  very  nature  be, 
that  an  antagonist  interest  could  have  existed.  If 
there  had  existed  such  an  interest  with  the  banks, 
against  that  of  the  public,  it  would  seem  hardly 
possible  that  it  should  not  have  operated  to  have 
marred  the  successful  operation  of  the  measure  to 
such  an  extent  in  the  course  of  four  years,  as  to 
have  become  visible  to  those  who  were  the  senti- 
nels on  the  tower,  watching  and  guarding  it.  No 
such  discovery  appears  ever  to  have  been  made. 
None  such  was  ever  announced  But,  year  after 
year,  testimonials  in  duplicate,  were  issued  from 
high  places,  of  the  most  complimentary  and  flatter- 
ing character,  both  as  to  the  complete  success 
which  had  attended  the  measure,  which  was  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  an  “experiment;”  and  to  the 
ability,  zeal  and  fidelity  which  the  banks  had  mani- 
fested in  all  things  connected  with  the  agency 
which  they  had  embarked  in. 

But  a few  short  months  after  the  last  of  these  tes- 
timonials was  laid  before  the  American  people,  a 
catastrophe  befel  not  only  the  banks  employed  by 
the  government,  but  all  the  banks  in  the  republic. 
All  were  involved  in  one  common  fate.  The  notes 
which  were  but  a little  time  before  sung  so  loudly 
to  the  praise  of  the  deposite  banks,  were  now  on 
the  sudden  instant,  changed  to  tones  of  loud  and 
bitter  condemnation.  They  were  stigmatized  with 
even'  base  epithet,  furnished  in  the  vocabulary,  to 
degrade  them,  and  those  connected  with  them,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world.  The  evils  which  the  catas- 
trophe caused  were  upon  the  land.  The  banks 
were  charged  with  producing  them.  Few  stopped 
to  inquire  whether  justly  or  wrongfully.  A popular 
clamor  was  raised  against  tnem.  Enough  were 
found  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  to  keep  it  burning. 
Few  to  quench  it. 

My  part  of  the  history  of  the  deposite  bank  sys- 
tem I will  now  commence. 

The  views  which  I entertained  in  relation  to  the 
principles  upon  which  that  system  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted, to  secure  its  permanence  and  usefulness  to 
the  country,  will  be  fully  made  manifest  as  I pro- 
gress. How  far  the  interests  I represented,  or  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  I represented  them, 
were  antagonist  to  those  of  the  public,  will  be  made 
equally  manifest. 

The  deep  stake  which  those  banks,  first  selected, 
had  involved,  caused  it  to  be  “antagonist”  to  their 
wishes  and  interests,  that  the  number  of  banks  em- 
ployed should  be  augmented  beyond  the  actual  ne- 
cessities for  the  fiscal  convenience  of  the  govern- 
ment. They  had  a deep  interest,  too,  that  no  bank 
should  be  newly  selected  and  added  to  their  number, 
and  thereby  add  to  the  responsibility  of  theirunder- 
taking,  the  condition  of  which  was  not  so  perfectly 
good  and  sound,  as  in  no  way  to  endanger  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  a part  of 
my  duty  to  w.ftch  and  protect  the  interests  of  my 
employers  in  these  particular  points. 

The  first  occasion,  that  presented,  wherein  I felt 
called  on  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my  consti- 
tuents to  express  any  thing  like  a remonstrance 
against  a contemplated  addition  to  the  number  of 
the  deposite  banks  then  employed,  was  soon  after 
the  close  of  congress,  in  March,  1S35.  On  the  22d 
day  of  that  mouth,  I addressed  a letter  lo  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  from  which  I make  the  fol- 
lowing extiacts.- — 

“Acting  as  I do,  in  the  capacity  of  agent  of  many 
of  the  deposite  banks,  it  may  be  proper,  previous 
to  my  entering  upon  the  subject  which  led  to  this 
communication,  for  me  to  state:  That  while  thus 
acting  as  agent,  if  I know  myself  I could  not  be  in- 
duced from  that  consideration  to  recommend,  or  ad- 
vocate the  adoption  or  rejection  of  any  measure, 
which  would  in  anyway  prove  detrimental  to  the 
public  interest;  or  which  could,  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree, retard  the  successful  and  final  completion  of 
the  measure  of  employing  state  banks  as  fiscal  agents 
ofthe  government,  in  place  ofthe  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  there  is  any  one  measure,  above  all  oth- 
ers, the  success  of  which  I deeply  cherish,  it  is 
that.  I can  most  sincerely  declare,  that  should  my 
agencies,  at  any  time,  require  any  thing  to  conflict 
with  the  public  good,  I shall  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice 
any  one,  or  all  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter. 
I believe  there  is  not  a bank  that  has  appointed  me 


its  agent,  which  does  not  perfectly  understand  that 
I am  to  exert  myself  to  promote  the  general  good, 
in  place  of  individual  interests,  excepting  in  cases 
where  the  interests  of  either  may  be  individually 
affected  injuriously  without  any  tendency  to  benefit 
the  public.” 

“The  application  of  the  Agricultural  bank  of 
Natchez,  I understand,  is  hard  pressed  to  be  ap- 
pointed a deposite  bank  in  Mississippi,  to  partici- 
pate with  the  Planters  bank  in  the  government 
agency.” 

“Under  all  the  circumstances  to  admit  that  bank 
to  a participation  with  one  whose  fidelity  to  its 
undertaking  during  the  most  trying  events,  would 
seem  to  be  but  poor  encouragement  to  the  exer- 
cise of  zeal,  fidelity  and  firmness,  on  future  occa- 
sions.” 

If  any  other  reasons  were  deemed  necessary  to 
be  urged  in  this  case,  I would  lay  before  you  the 
extended  condition  of  that  bank.  By  their  state- 
ment it  appears,  that  on  the  21st  of  January  last, 
the  demands  existing  against  them,  called  “imme- 
diate demands,”  were  $1,556,498 


Means  of  all  sorts  immediately  applicable 

to  meet  them,  144,976 

I can  safely  say,  that  there  is  not  one  of  the 
deposite  banks,  whose  immediate  means  and  im- 
mediate liabilities  are  so  very  disproportionate  as 
this.” 

“I  think  that  any  bank  which  would,  to  gratify  its 
stockholders,  extend  itself,  so  as  at  any  time  to  pre- 
sent the  condition  now  exhibited  by  the  Agricultu- 
ral bank  is  not  deserving  the  countenance  or  confi- 
dence of  the  government.” 

“Believing  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
multiply  deposite  banks  as  little  as  possible;  I res- 
pectfully suggest,  whether  it  will  not  be  better  to 
avoid  selecting  another  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  where 
there  are  already  two.  If  it  should  be  wished,  I 
know  that  one  of  the  banks  at  Cincinnati,  or  that 
at  Pittsburgh  will  make  arrangements,  whereby  the 
receivers  can  deposite  in  one  of  the  banks  at  Co- 
lumbus, at  their  credit,  for  which  they  will  become 
responsible  to  the  government.  So  also,  either  of 
them  wiil  place  funds  at  Columbus,  if  wished  i'or 
disbursement  there.  The  Clinton  bank;  I perceive 
by  its  statement,  issues  notes  of  the  denomination 
ot  I,  2 and  3 dollars;  and  I believe  the  Franklin  bank 
does  so  also  Ought  this  not  to  be  a weighty  ob- 
jection to  any  bank.''” 

The  Clinton  and  Franklin  bank  at  Columbus, 
were  both  pressing  their  applications  for  appoint- 
ment at  the  same  time. 

After  this  communication,  the  applications  of 
those  banks  were  left  at  rpst  until  the  month  of 
May  following.  In  that  month  learning  that  the 
necessary  papers  were  preparing  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Agricultural  bank  for  it  to  execute,  previous 
to  being  appointed  a deposite  bank,  I felt  it  my 
duty  to  appeal  to  the  president,  who,  upon  my  re- 
presenting the  condition  of  that  bank  to  him  and 
other  facts,  directed  that  there  should  be  no  further 
proceedings  towards  its  appointment.  In  conse- 
quence of  which  the  papers  that  had  been  prepared 
were  not  forwarded. 

The  Clinton  bank  of  Columbus,  notwithstanding 
the  whole  of  the  notes,  which  it  had  issued,  were 
below  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  was  about 
the  same  time  appointed  a deposite  bank;  though 
there  was  a standing  regulation,  that  no  deposite 
bank  should  receive  any  bank  note  in  payment  of 
public  dues  of  a denomination  less  than  five  dol- 
lars. I confess  I was  somewhat  surprised,  when 
I learnt  that  it  had  been  appointed,  from  the  small 
amount  of  the  capital  which  had  at  that  time  been 
paid  m — the  denomination  of  all  the  notes  which  it 
had  then  in  circulation,  being  under  the  smallest 
denomination  allowed  to  be  received  on  account  of 
payments  to  the  government;  and,  because  I could 
not  discover  that  the  convenience  of  the  treasury 
department  called  for  a deposite  bank  at  the  place 
where  it  was  located. 

In  December  of  that  year,  (1835,)  I felt  con- 
strained again  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  president, 
and  remonstrated  again  against  the  Agricultural 
bank’s  receiving  the  appointment  it  had  bepn  so 
long  endeavoring  to  obtain;  and  I wrote  him  a let- 
ter, from  which  I take  the  following  extracts. 

“December  31,  1835. 

“The  Agricultural  bank  at  Natchez  continues  its 
pressing  applications  to  be  appointed  a deposite 
bank.  This  bank  refused  to  take  a part  of  the  de- 
posites  during  the  panic  of  1834,  when  they  were 
offered  to  it,  and  thereby  take  a share  in  the  contest 
of  that  day.  Now,  after  the  battle  has  been  fought, 
that  bank  asks  to  participate  equally  with  those 
who  stood  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  anil  suffered  the 
sacrifices  attending  such  a conflict. 

“It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Planters’  bank  dis- 
played the  greatest  zeal  in  the  execution  of  the 


trust  reposed  in  it,  and  sustained  heavy  losses  in 
doing  so,  at  a period  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
destroy  it.” 

“I  cannot  perceive  any  necessity  for  selecting  an 
additional  bank  in  Mississippi.  The  only  excuse 
which  can  be  urged,  that  I perceive,  is  to  receive 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold  at  Pontitoc.  That  is 
obviated,  by  the  fact,  that  the  Union  bank  at  Nash- 
ville, has  agreed  to  take  from  the  receiver  at  Ponti- 
toc all  the  public  money,  and  give  the  government 
credit  at  Nashville  free  from  all  expense.” 

“If  another  bank  was  necessary  in  Mississippi, 
the  one  at  Vicksburgh,  which  is  an  applicant,  is 
much  nearer  a great  number  of  the  land  offices 
which  deposite  at  Natchez;  and  if  another  should 
be  selected,  I think  the  interests  of  the  public  call 
for  the  selection  of  that  one.” 

“The  officers  of  that  bank  have  applied  to  me  to 
become  its  agent  in  case  it  is  appointed,  with  the 
offer  of  a liberal  salary.  So  well  convinced  am  I, 
that  nothing  whatever  will  tend  so  much  to  endah- 
ger  the  success  and  permanency  of  the  deposite 
system  as  an  unnecessary  increase  of  banks,  that  I 
have  in  a number  of  instances,  (as  in  the  case  of 
the  Vicksburgh  bank),  discouraged  their  appoint- 
ments, in  opposition  to  my  own  pecuniary  inter- 
ests ” 

“I  need  not  now  repeat  to  you,  the  deep  interest 
which  I feel  in  the  permanent  success  of  the  depo- 
site system.  It  never  can  fail,  unless  hampered  by 
legislation,  if  the  following  principles  are  rigidly 
adhered  to,  viz:  Ever  keep  it  aloof  from  politics. 
Employ  no  more  banks  than  are  absolutely  requi- 
site for  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government. 
Prevent  the  selection  of  any  bank  for  the  purpose 

Of  AIDING  PERSONAL  AMBITION  OR  INCREASING 
INDIVIDUAL  POPULARITY.” 

In  the  faithful  performance  of  my  duty  to  my 
employers  I found  myself  obliged  to  remonstrate 
against  the  apportionment  of  the  Illinois  bank,  as 
a deposite  bank.  Its  first  application  was  made  in 
August,  1835.  I was  applied  to  to  act  as  its  agent, 
with  a proposed  liberal  salary.  In  this  case,  also, 
to  prevent  its  receiving  the  appointment,  I was 
compelled  again  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  presi- 
dent. By  his  direction,  the  appointment  was  sus- 
pended, until  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  the 
charter  which  it  had  obtained,  was  in  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of 
the  state  of  Illinois.  The  bank,  to  avoid  the  in- 
vestigation, soon  after  withdrew  its  application. 
That  circumstance,  and  the  bank  making  applica- 
tion to  the  legislature  at  its  next  session  to  have  its 
charter  amended,  which  it  obtained,  furnished  full 
proof  that  its  charter  at  the  time  it  was  about  to  be 
selected,  was  unconstitutional.  But  besides  that 
objection  which  I raised,  I could  not  perceive  that 
the  selection  of  this  bank  was  called  for  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  treasury  department. 

The  importunities  of  the  Agricultural  bank  did 
not  cease  with  my  letter  to  the  president,  last  quot- 
ed. Finding  that  they  were  about  to  prevail,  I 
again  appealed  to  the  president  by  letter  dated,  24th 
March,  1836.  From  that  I make  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

“I  have  already,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
taken  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  you  my  views, 
as  to  the  course  necessary  to  be  adopted  and  adher- 
ed to.  to  carry  out  successfully  the  present  deposite 
system.” 

“The  renewed  application  of  the  Agricultural 
bank  to  be  selected,  furnishes  a new  occasion;  and 
the  deep  interest  which  I feel  in  the  permanent  suc- 
cess of  that  measure,  as  much  on  account  of  others 
as  myself,  leads  me  to  avail  of  it  to  express  to  you 
again  the  same  views.” 

“First.  I have  believed  from  the  commencement 
ofthe  experiment,  that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  as 
an  undeviating  rule,  to  select  not  a single  bank  be- 
yond the  number  actually  required  for  the  convenience 
of  the  treasury  department. 

“Second.  In  case  the  above  rule  is  adhered  to,  all 
applications  of  banks  to  become  depositories  of  the 
public  money,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  being  built 
up  on  the  credit  of  the  public  money,  or  increasing 
and  establishing  a reputation  by  the  use  ofthe  same, 
will  be  met  with  a prompt  and  decisive  answer.  So, 
also,  in  cases  where  bank  applications  are  pressed  by 
political  partisans,  in  most  cases,  more  from  consid- 
erations of  private  character  than  the  interests  of  the 
public;  a ready  answer  will  be  at  hand. 

“I  am  satisfied  I do  not  err  in  making  the  asser- 
tion, that  you  are  sure  of  permanent  success,  while 
you  select  no  more  banks  than  are  absolutely  de- 
manded for  the  convenience  of  the  treasury,  in  con- 
ducting the  fiscal  operations  ol  the  govern, ont;  and 
taking  care  that  these  shall  be  of  sound  rendition 
and  well  conducted;  while,  in  case  1 1 1 3 1 rule  is  devi- 
ated from,  the  ultimate  consequence  will  te  an  en- 
tire and  total  failure.” 
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After  referring  to  various  objections  which  weigh- 
ed with  me:  and  led  to  such  strenuous  remonstran- 
ces against  its  being  selected,  I stated  that  I had 
more,  which  were  paramount  to  all  the  others. 
Those  were  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  the  bank, 
which  was  as  follows: 

Notes  in  circulation,  deposites  and  balances  due  to 

other  banks,  constituting  immediate  liabilities, 

$1,618,000 

Specie  and  notes  of  other  banks,  compris- 
ing immediate  means,  222,000 

I then  remarked,  that  “under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  to  select  a bank  in  the  condition  the  Ag- 
ricultural bank  is  in,  would,  in  my  humble  opinion, 

BE  PERFECTLY  SUICIDAL.” 

The  application  of  the  bank,  after  this  letter,  was 
again  directed  to  be  delayed. 

On  the  23d  day  of  June,  1836,  the  act  of  congress 
regulating  the  deposite  banks  was  approved,  and 
became  a law.  The  embarrassing  features  it  con- 
tained, and  the  manner  in  which  I apprehended, 
from  previous  experience,  that  it  would  be  carried 
into  execution,  led  me  to  prophecy,  at  that  time, 
the  coming  of  the  evils  which  have  since  overta- 
ken us. 

Resolved  to  omit  nothing,  which  I believed  could 
be  resorted  to,  to  arrest  the  evils  which  I feared  and 
dreaded;  on  the  26th  June,  (three  days  after  the 
passing  of  the  act)  I addressed  a letter  to  the  presi- 
dent, from  which  I make  the  following  extracts: 

“The  deposite  system  has  been  declared  by  you 
to  be  your  own  measure.  In  carrying  it  out,  others 
have  become  deeply  involved  in  its  success  or  fail- 
ure. The  public  has  identified  me  among  those  in- 
dividuals; whether  justly  or  not  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  stop  to  examine. 

“Nearly  three  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  system.  The  most  perfect  success 
has  attended  it,  notwithstanding  a fierce  war  has 
been  kept  up  against  the  administration,  the  sup- 
porters of  the  measure,  and  against  the  deposite 
banks  themselves.  Legislation  has  at  length  taken 
place;  but  not  of  that  character  calculated  to  pro- 
mote and  facilitate  the  future  operations  ol  the  sys- 
tem; hut,  on  the  contrary,  to  throw  embarrassments 
in  the  way,  impose  restrictions,  onerous  duties  and 
even  taxation  on  the  banks,  of  a new  and  unheard 
of  character  in  this  country.  The  objects  of  some 
of  the  movers  cannot  be  doubted.  To  defeat  those 
objects  and  preserve  the  system,  requires,  in  my 
opinion,  great  discrimination,  much  resolu- 
tion, and  a ready  willingness  to  assume  respon- 
sibility. Without  the  exercise  of  all  these  quali- 
fications, there  is  great  danger  of  a total  overthrow 
of  the  system,  in  which  case  the  recharter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  will  inevitably  follow. 

“There  are  two  principles  which,  in  my  opinion, 
must  be  adhered  to  as  the  Polar  Stars. 

“First.  That  not  a single  bank  shall  be  selected 
beyond  the  number  actually  called  for  to  meet  the 
requisitions  in  the  act  of  congress. 

“ Second . That  not  a single  bank  shall  be  select- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  political  friends , 
under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

“In  regard  to  the  number  of  banks  that  it  will  he 
necessary  to  select,  in  addition  to  those  now'  employ- 
ed to  comply  with  the  act,  I am  convinced,  that  be- 
yond one  in  Florida,  one  in  Kentucky,  one  in  Illi- 
nois, one  in  Delaware,  one  in  New  Jersey, one  in 
Boston  and  some  in  New  York,  there  is  not  another 
place  where  a new  selection  will  be  required. 

“Circumscribe  the  number  as  much  as  practica- 
ble, there  have  been  so  many  embarrassments 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  act  of  congress,  that 
without  a ready  willingness  to  assume  responsibility, 
and  extend  every  liberality  to  the  banks  consistent 
with,  and  permitted  by  the  act,  there  will  be  great 
danger  of  bringing  upon  the  system  serious  impedi- 
ments.” 

The  whole  number  of  banks  employed  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  was  but  thirty-six. 
The  whole  number  to  wdiich  they  were  increased, 
was  eighty-nine,  making  the  number  of  new  select- 
ed banks,  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  fifty-three. 

One  of  the  first  banks  selected,  immediately  af- 
ter the  passage  of  the  act  of  congress,  and  1 think 
the  very  first  one,  was  the  Agricultural  hank, 
which,  for  nearly  eighteen  months  previous  I had 
striven  against,  partly  on  account  of  its  extended 
condition,  and  partly  because  I did  not  conceive 
that  it  was  called  for.  The  same  objections  exist- 
ed, in  my  opinion,  at  the  time  it  was  appointed, 
that  had  previously  existed.  It  had  at  that  time, 
notes  in  circulation,  to  the  amount  of  $1,550,000, 
and  owed  to  other  banks  a balance  of  about 
$400,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  nearly  two  mil- 
lions; and  it  had  hut  $107,000  in  specie  with  which 
to  meet  that  debt.  Nor  was  the  selection  called  for 
on  account  of  the  capital  of  the  Planters’  bank, 
which  was  four  millions  of  dollars,  three-fourths  of 
which  belonged  to  the  state. 


This  I apprehend,  is  the  most  appropriate  [dace 
to  dispose  of  the  Agricultural  bank.  Its  late  was 
to  be  the  first  bank  that  failed  in  the  union,  in  May 
last.  It  stopped  on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  with 
eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  mo- 
ney in  its  hands,  on  a public  draft  of  $150,000, 
which  it  could  not  pay  either  in  specie  or  the  notes 
of  other  banks! 

In  my  next  paper  I shall  pursue  this  subj'  ct. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Washington,  November  13,  1837. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  ADAMS. 

House  of  Representatives,  Sept.  29,  1837. 
Debate  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  to  the 
states  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Pickens’s  motion 
for  reconsideration,  and  Mr.  P.  having  made  the 
remarks  heretofore  published — 

Mr.  Adams  followed. 

[The  following  speech  of  Mr.  Adams,  on  the 
question  of  reconsideration  ( moved  by  Mr,  Pick- 
ens) of  the  vote,  119  to  117,  for  passing  to  the  third 
reading  the  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite  with  the  states, 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  is  to  be 
taken  in  connexion  with  his  subsequent  speech,  on 
the  14th  of  October,  on  the  bill  to  adjust  the  balan- 
ces remaining  due  from  the  late  deposite  hanks, 
already  published  in  the  “Register”  of  the  11th  inst. 
The  postponement  bill,  as  it  had  passed  the  senate, 
postponed  the  payment  of  the  fuurth  instalment 
“ till  further  provision  by  law.'”  Mr.  Pickens,  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
had  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “further  provi- 
sion by  law,”  and  insert  “the  first  day  of  January, 
1839;”  to  which  Mr.  Adams  had  moved,  as  a fur- 
ther amendment,  to  add  the  following:  “And  all 
balances  of  public  moneys  due  from  all  the  depo- 
site banks  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  said  pay- 
ment, and  no  part  of  them  shall  be  applied  to  any 
other  payment  whatever;  and  if  the  portion  of  the 
said  balances  due  by  the  said  deposite  banks  cannot 
be  received  in  time  to  pay  the  w hole  of  the  said  de- 
posite with  the  states,  hereby  made  payable  on  the 
first  of  January,  1839,  then  the  instalment  of  debt 
from  the  late  iBank  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
stock  in  that  institution  held  by  the  United  States, 
payable  in  October,  1838,  is  hereby  appropriated, 
to  make  up  any  insufficiency  of  the  sums  recover- 
ed from  the  deposite  banks  to  complete  the  said 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite 
with  the  states.” 

Both  these  amendments  had  been,  by  small  ma- 
jorities, rejected  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  and  the  bill  had  been  reported, 
without  amendment,  to  the  house,  where  they  had 
been  excluded  from  consideration  by  a successful 
call  from  Mr.  Cushman,  of  New  Hampshire,  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  bill  having  thus  passed  to  the  third  reading 
by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Pickens,  who  immediately 
moved  the  reconsideration,  and  the  next  morning 
supported  the  motion  by  a speech,  it  was  on  this 
motion  for  reconsideration  that  the  following  re- 
marks were  addressed  to  the  housb.] 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  the  hope  that  it  was  com- 
petent for  him  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  to 
debate  the  amendment  he  had  introduced  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  but  which  had  been  cut  off  by 
the  previous  question. 

The  speaker  remarked  that  there  was  no  amend- 
ment now  before  the  house,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pickens  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to 
its  third  reading  being  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Adams  begged  to  know  if  it  were  not  com- 
petent for  him  to  urge  the  merits  of  his  amendment 
as  a reason  for  voting  for  the  reconsideration? 

The  speaker  answering  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  He  would  be  very  brief 
in  the  remarks  he  should  address  to  the  house. 
He  said  he  had  come  to  his  seat  at  this  special  ses- 
sion of  congress,  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  government  was  placed,  and  no 
less  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  which  afflicted 
the  people  of  the  country.  He  had  felt  inclined  to 
go  for  the  measure  now  before  the  house,  as  a 
means  of  relieving  the  administration  from  embar- 
rassment, being  willing  to  go  for  the  relief  of  the 
government,  and  thereby  to  relieve,  indirectly,  the 
people,  whether  the  government  should  propose 
any  measure  for  the  direct  relief  of  the  people  or 
not.  But  when  he  had  come  to  consider  the  hill, 
as  it  came  from  the  senate,  he  had  been  forced  to 
the  conviction  that  whatever  relief  it  would  afford 
the  government  would  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
the  people,  it  being,  in  substance,  a bill  to  raise 
revenue.  And  what  was  the  effect  of  the  bill?  A 


bill  bearing  on  its  face  one  thing,  and  dorng  ano- 
ther! Purporting  to  postpone  the  operation  ot  an 
act  of  congress  restoring  to  the  people  a portion  of 
their  own  money,  and,  in  reality,  going  to  repeal 
that  act!  As  the  bill  had  passed  the  senate,  there 
was  no  further  payment  or  deposite  to  he  made  of 
the  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  now  due  to 
the  states  without  further  legislation.  It  was,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a proposal  to  repeal  the 
act  of  June,  1836.  This  was  its  great  project. 
If  its  intention  was  not  expressed,  and  apparent 
upon  its  face,  the  elfect  ol'  it  would  he  a deception 
upon  the  people.  His  constituents  (Mr.  A.  be- 
lieved) might  think  the  postponement  of  its  opera- 
tion reasonable,  were  the  time  to  which  it  was 
postponed  fixed  and  certain.  But  there  is  now  no 
such  certainty  upon  the  face  of  the  bill;  its  operation 
is  to  be  put  off  to  a date  as  far  distant  as  wdiat  the 
old  Romans  call  the  Calcndus  Greecus,  or  as  the 
French  proverbs  terms  it,  “the  week  of  the  three 
Thursdays!”  Now  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  ("Mr.  Pickens ) proposes 
to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  act  until  the  1st  of 
January,  1839,  instead  of  until  the  further  action 
of  congress.  He,  for  one,  w7as  willing  to  fake  the 
bill  with  such  an  amendment;  but  there  must  be  cue 
other  provision — an  assurance  that  there  shall  be 
no  more  postponement,  and  that  the  sum  thus  ap- 
propriated he  applied  to  that  purpose,  and  to  no 
other. 

Mr.  A.  had  called  this  a hill  to  raise  revenue;  and 
so  it  was.  It  would  place  in  the  hands  ot  the  go- 
vernment nine  or  ten  millions  ol'  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  any  other  purpose.  It  would  raise 
money  for  the  people,  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts.  And  now  where  does  this  money  bill  come 
from?  And,  in  asking  this  question,  Mr.  A.  said 
he  desired  to  ask  that  the  bill  should  be  viewed  as 
a part  of  the  whole  system  now  projected  for  the 
raising  of  a revenue.  The  bill  comes,  first,  from 
the  senate.  And  is  that  the  branch  of  the  national 
legislature  in  w hich  the  constitution  requires  that 
all  such  bills  shall  originate?  Now  all.  not  only  this, 
but  all  the  bills,  which  form  a part  of  the  system 
alluded  to,  have  originated  in  the  othei  branch  of 
congress.  Mr.  A.  would  put  these  facts  to  the 
house,  as  a man  specially  entrusted  with  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  public  purse,  and  with  the  hope  that 
such  an  appeal  may  produce  its  effect  upon  the  ac- 
tion of  the  house  on  this  bill,  and  in  putting  mem- 
bers more  on  their- guard  hereafter  as  to  the  source 
whence  bills  of  this  character  emanate. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  heard  a good  deal,  at  one 
time  and  another,  said  about  the  great  and  grow  ing 
extent  of  executive  patronage,  and  influence,  and 
power.  To  most  of  such  rumors  and  expressions 
of  opinions  he  had  given  but  slight  credence  and  as 
little  of  assent;  but  he  could  not  avoid  warning  the 
house  that,  if  the  pockets  of  the  people,  their  con- 
stituents, were  to  be  ransacked  for  money,  it  be- 
hooved them  to  see  that  such  measures  originated 
with  the  representatives  of  the  people.  But,  per- 
haps, suggested  Mr.  A.,  he  had  not  been  quite  cor- 
rect in  saying  that  the  bill  in  question  had  had  its 
origin  in  the  senate.  It  w’ould  doubtless  have  been 
nearer  the  truth  to  have  said  that  it,  with  its  com- 
panions of  the  same  general  system,  had  originated 
at  the  treasury.  Every  one  of  these  bills  had  every 
mark  and  feature  of  such  an  origin;  they  were  all, 
beyond  question,  drawn  up  and  prepared  at  the 
treasury  department!  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  (Mr.  Cambreleng)  has 
told  the  house  that  the  senate  and  house  bills,  on 
the  same  subjects,  were  not  identical  in  all  respects; 
and  what  was  the  difference?  Mr.  Adams  believed 
that  the  house  bill  proposed  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  to  the  amount  of  $12,000,000,  while  the  sen- 
ate bill  proposed  only  $10,000,000.  He  would  con- 
fess that  he  had  much  rather  see  the  difference  on 
the  other  side.  He  would  rather  find  the  house  dis- 
posed to  give  less  than  more.  The  whole  thing,  as 
managed  thus  far,  looked  like  a little  “experiment.” 
The  house  were  to  be  asked  by  the  treasury  through 
the  senate  for  $10,000,000.  with  the  expectation 
that  the  house,  becoming  familiarized  to  the  idea  of 
so  large  an  issue,  would  consent  to  throw  in  the 
additional  two  millions  as  a mere  trifle  of  more  or 
lpss. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  to  explain.  When  the  hill 
w’as  reported  in  the  senate,  it  was  reported  in  blank. 
In  the  house  bill,  thpre  was  an  additional  appropria- 
tion, for  the  Florida  war,  which  was  not  included 
in  that  of  the  senate,  of  course;  and  Ihere  other  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  hills. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  thought  he  had  seen  another 
bill  separate  from  this  bill  of  twelve  millions,  and 
asking  sixteen  hundred  thousand  dollar’,  more.  He 
did  not  understand — 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  Don’t  you  understand,  sir? 
The  other  is  the  bill  appropriating  the  money'  propo- 
sed to  be  raised  by  this. 
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Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  happy  to  receive  this  ex- 
planation from  tiie  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  fur- 
ther from  him  why,  after  the  enormous  appropria- 
tions made  last  spring  for  this  very  object,  it  had 
become  already  necessary  to  appropriate  for  the 
service  of  this  same  year  nearly  two  millions  more. 
He  expresed  the  hope  that  Mr.  Pickens  would  ac- 
cept his  amendment  as  a modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  would  willingly  do  so,  but  for 
the  latter  clause,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United 
Slates  that  the  congress  will  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  in  January,  1839: 

Mr.  Adams  observed  that  the  proposition  was  di- 
visible: and  that  if,  after  the  house  had  made  the 
appropriation,  they  think  it  best  not  to  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  government  to  carry  it  into  effect,  they 
could  easily  reject  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition. 
All  he  desired  was  to  say  to  tile  people,  “we  have 
promised  to  pay  over  to  you  this  sum:  we  cannot  do 
it  now  tor  want  of  that  sum  to  pay  over:  but  we 
pledge  you  our  faith  that  we  will  do  so:”  and  cer- 
tainly (iiteen  months  will  be  found  abundantly  suf- 
ficient for  the  preformanc.e  of  such  a pledge.  Yet, 
if  there  was  all  this  reluctance  to  the  adoption  of 
this  part  of  the  proposition,  Mr.  A.  said  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  modified  by  the  adoption  of 
his  own,  (Mr.  Adams’s,)  without  the  latter  clause. 
All  he  professed  to  want  was,  an  assurance  that  the 
people  shall  not  be  paltered  with  any  longer  with 
delusive  promises  never  to  be  performed. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Towns)  had 
said  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  the  people  of  that 
state,  when  contending  for  principles,  cared  nothing 
for  dollarsand  cents.  Well,  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  was 
a good  sign:  he  liked  that:  it  was  the  sentiment  of  a 
high,  lofty,  and  admirable  spirit:  but  it  so  happened 
that,  in  the  case  under  consideration,  the  dollars  and 
cents  were  the  very  principle  itself!  And  if  the 
people  of  Georgia  cared  nothing  for  those  articles, 
indeed,  they  would  find  many  of  their  neighbors  not 
one-half  so  disinterested,  to  whom  they  might  easi- 
ly make  it  over,  and  who  would  very  cheerfully  ac- 
cept it  at  their  hands.  Or,  the  people  of  that  high- 
spirited  state  might  make  it  over,  a munificent  do- 
nation to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
lieve themselves  from  all  annoyance  of  “dollars  and 
cents.” 

Mr.  Adams  then  argued  briefly  that,  with  the 
amendments  proposed,  this  bill  ceased  to  wear  the 
aspect  of  a bill  to  raise  revenue. 

Mr.  A.  alluded  to  the  alleged  differences  of  opin- 
ion existing  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
act  of  1836,  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the  measure, 
and  whether  it  were  a mere  deposite  bill,  or  a dis- 
tribution bill.  There  certainly  w'ere,  and  now  are, 
a great  variety  of  arguments  used  on  both  sides  of 
this  question:  but  he  had  heard  nobody  on  that 
floor  arguing  in  favor  of  a recall,  an  actual  recall,  of 
the  money  already  paid  over  to  the  states.  No  vote 
could  be  gotten  in  that  body  for  a recall.  That 
would  he  going  back  to  the  principles  of  the  old  con- 
federation. Under  that  system,  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  had  no  power  to  raise  money  by  their 
own  authority.  To  defray  the  expenses  of  the  con- 
federacy, whether  of  peace  or  war,  congress  could 
only  settle  the  proportions  of  the  sums  required  for 
the  public  service,  and  issue  to  each  state  a requisi- 
tion for  its  own  quota.  This  is  precisely  what 
would  now  be  the  form  of  recalling  any  portion  of 
those  moneys  once  deposited  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  states;  and  if  any  gentleman  wished  to  see  the 
practical  working  of  that  system,  let  him  go  back 
to  the  records  of  the  time,  and  see  the  answers  that 
were  made  by  the  states  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
old  congress.  What  were  the  answers? — not  in  a 
time  of  peace — and  of  plenty — and  of  prosperity — 
like  that  in  which  the  nation  has  now  been  seized 
with  this  convulsion  fit;  but  at  a time  when  the 
very  existence  of  the  nation  was  at  stake;  in  the 
midst  of  that  glorious  but  soul-trying  war  of  inde- 
pendence, for  the  very  support  of  which  all  the  ex- 
penditures to  be  provided  for  were  indispensable — 
what  were  the  answers?  Some  never  answered  at 
all — some  replied  that  it  did  not  suit  their  conve- 
nience— some  flatly  refused — and  others  respon- 
ded very  like  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  which, 
being  lately  asked  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
when  they  intended  to  resume  specie  payments, 
replied,  “ when  the  others  do!”  They  were  “calling 
spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,” — every  body  knowing 
all  the  time,  that  the  spirits  would  not  come! 
[Continued  laughter  from  all  parts  of  the  bouse.] 
After  alleging  that  one  of  the  reasons  adduced  in 
opposition  to  the  distribution  principle  in  certain 
quarters  (namely,  that  it  viewed  the  surplus  funds 
as  actually  divided  among  the  states,)  vvas’a  strong 
argument  in  his  mind,  as  a guardian  of  the  people’s 
interests,  in  its  favor,  Mr.  Adams  came  to  the  con- 


sideration of  yet  another  reason,  which  made  him 
desire  the  proposed  amendment;  and  which,  indeed, 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  go  for  the  bill  with- 
out it. 

He  said  that  a gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Dawson,)  in  an  exceedingly  forcible  speech,  had 
pointed  out  the  monstrous  inequality  with  which 
this  sum  of  $10,000,900,  due  to  the  states  under 
the  deposite  act,  had  been  deposited  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury.  Mr.  A.  said  he  could 
account  only  for  this  most  extraordinary  state 
of  things  by  ascribing  this  inequality  to  the  ope- 
ration of  the  far-famed  “specie  circular.”  in 
the  bank  of  Alabama,  alt  Mobile,  it  appears  by  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that 
$1,009,000,  and  upwards,  were  left  deposited  when 
the  banks  suspended  specie  payments.  Two  hun- 
dred thousand  of  this  is  put  down  under  the  title, 
“warrants  heretofore  drawn,  but  not  yet  paid, 
though  payable.”  This  was  one  of  those  favorite, 
but  puzzling  unintelligibilities  which  several  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  have  complained  of,  in  the  re- 
port ol  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  been  much  perplexed  to  obtain  a glimpse 
of  its  meaning.  What,  then,  was  the  meaning  of 
this  circumlocution  about  “warrants,  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  drawn, 
but  not  yet  paid,  though  payable?”  Why,  Mr. 
Speaker,  all  that  simply  means,  that  those  warrants 
or  drafts  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  were  protest- 
ed! That’s  all!  [Laugh.]  The  drafts  were  for  spe- 
cie,— “hard  currency,”- — “mint  drops,” — and  they 
were  drawn  on  those  hoards  of  specie  accumulated 
by  the  “specie  circular.”  Tut  the  specie  had  gone 
when  the  drafts  arrived;  and  so  the  drafts  were 
“not  yet  paid,  though  payable!”  [Laugh.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.)  give  me  leave  to  say  a word 
or  two  on  the  alleged  unintelligibility  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  1 certainly  cannot  but  feel  a 
great  degree  of  compassion  for  him,  considering 
the  necessity  he  was  under  of  making  a report  to 
congress  at  any  rate.  There  are  a great  many 
things  which  sound  much  better  in  circumlocution 
than  when  plainly  expressed.  The  secretary  of 
the  treasury  I know  to  be  well  versed  in  English 
composition:  but  there  are  subjects  which  the  sub- 
limes! writers  are  obliged  to  cover  with  a veil,  and 
I “guess,”  or  1 “reckon,”  that  there  were  a good 
many  of  these  troubling  the  brain  of  the  secretary 
at  the  time  he  drew  up  this  much  discussed  report. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  attentively  read  the  report, 
and  must  acknowledge  that  he  had  occasionally 
found  in  it  a redundancy  of  words  to  disclose  ideas, 
which  might  have  been  expressed  with  more  preci- 
sion. There  were  obscurities,  like  that  of  which 
he  had  given  an  example  in  the  heading  of  the 
column  of  what  he  supposed  to  be  protested  drafts. 
But  tiie  general  purport  of  the  whole  document 
was  plain  and  clear  enough — much  more  plain  and 
clear  indeed  than  it  was  pleasing  to  comtemplate. 
He  had  listened  a day  or  two  before  to  some  very 
ingenious  remarks  of  the  eloquent  and  able  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Hamer,)  who,  while  discuss- 
ing this  subject,  had  instituted  a dialogue  between 
the  general  government  and  the  states;  and  he  re- 
presented the  general  government  as  saying,  (in  a 
very  marked  and  emphatic  manner,)  “Ho  YOU 
want  this  money?  So  do  WE!”  [A  general  laugh.] 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.)  the  whole  substance  of  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  be  sum- 
med up  in  those  few  words. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  another  observation  to  make. 
A gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson) 
had  observed  that  it  was  a sort  of  uniform  operation 
of  this  confederate  government  that  all  the  money  of 
this  nation  “flowed  to  the  north!”  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son here  said  “I  did  say  so.”]  There  is  (said  Mr. 
A.)  an  English  poet,  who  has  said, 

“Ask  where’s  the  north?— at  York,  ’tis  oo  Iho  Tweed.” 

Now,  sir,  suppose  yourself  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  you  ask,  “where’s  the  north!”'  With 
this  maxim  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  his  system  of  geography,  and  the  answer  you 
would  receive  must  be — at  Charleston.  South  Caro- 
lina, the  north is  Mobile,  Alabama;  the 

north is  Natchez,  Mississippi;  the  north — is 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  For  these  are  “north” 
at  Charleston, — if  you  assume  that  the  money  of 
the  country  is  flowing  to  the  north.  I have  named 
a single  instance — the  bank  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile 
— where  there  is  a deposite  of  public  money  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  a million  of  dollars.  It  flow- 
ed thither,  I suppose,  by  the  aid  of  “the  far-famed 
specie  circular,”  in  “mint  drops”  and  “hard  curren- 
cy.” Now,  what  is  that  million  worth?  The 
amendment  of  tiie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  my  own  added  to  it,  will  secure  to  that  bank 
the  use  of  that  money  for  fifteen  months, — that  is, 
until  January,  1839;  and  what  would  it  be  worth 
to  that  institution,  and  to  the  interests  affected  by 


the  well-being  of  that  institution?  In  ordinary 
banking  six  per  centum.  But  when  it  is  in  the 
bank,  while  issuing  notes  without  paying  specie 
when  called  for,  it  is  worth  twenty  per  centum,  at 
least.  That  million  of  dollars  is  equivalent  to  a 
gratuitous  donation  to  the  bank  of  Mobile,  and 
thereby  to  the  state  of  Alabama  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a year. 

Pursuing  the  idea  suggested  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of 
Georgia,  in  regard  to  the  palpable  and  monstrous 
inequality  with  which  the  money,  appropriated  to- 
the  liquidation  of  the  instalment  yet  due,  had  been 
deposited  among  the  states,  Mr.  Adams  demanded 
what  proportion  was  on  deposite  with  Massachu- 
setts? Unless  he  was  mistaken  greatly,  the  whole 
sum  in  all  the  banks  employed  at  the  depositories- 
of  the  public  money  in  that  state  was  $81,27S  40, 
or  about  two-fifths,  the  sum  which  falls  to  the  bank 
of  Alabama  alone,  as  the  value  of  the  use  of  the 
fund  on  deposite  there.  What  is  the  benefit  to 
Massachusetts,  he  would  ask,  of  that  deposite,  as  it 
now  stands?  At  six  per  cent,  it  is  worth  about 
$4,000,  and  that  is  the  deposite  of.  public  moneys 
which  Massachusetts  offsets  against  the  $1,000,000- 
in  Alabama. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  an  inquiry  to  make  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
(Mr.  Cambreleiig,)  with  regard  to  one  of  the  nnin- 
telligibilities  of  the  treasury  report,  which  he  was 
desirous  of  having  explained.  Until  this  was  done, 
he  could  not  gather  from  that  document  whether  or 
not  the  $31,278  40,  put  down  as  deposited  with 
Massachusetts,  was  all  the  public  money  lor  which 
that  state  was  responsible  to  the  government.  In 
reading  over  the  report,  he  found  a list  of  banks, 
beginning  with  the  state  ol'  Maine,  and  proceeding 
southward,  and  the  sums  of  public  money  on  depo- 
site in  each.  Under  date  of  August  28,  1837,  be- 
tween the  banks  of  Maine  and  those  of  Connecticut, 
lie  observed  a sum  total  against  the  simple  words, 
“Metropolis  special.”  Now,  as  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts lies  behucen  Maine  and  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Adams  would  fain  know  if  the  word  “metropolis”' 
there  may  not  mean  Boston. 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  The  Bank  of  Metropolis  in  this 
city  (Washington)  is  probably  referred  to. 

Mr.  Adams.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  deposite? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  explained  that  that  special  depo- 
site in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  was  to  meet  some 
of  the  current  expenses  of  the  government,  incurred 
in  that  part  ol  the  country. 

Mr.  Adams.  Oh!  a “special”  deposite  for  the 
use  of  some  of  the  pets,  some  of  the  favorites,  the 
preferred  public  creditors,  (of  which  class  I sup- 
pose I must  consider  myself  a member,  since  file 
secretary’s  offer  to  pay  us  our  per  diem  in  specie.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng  would  remind  the  gentleman 
that  there  were  other  pets,  and  other  favorites,  be- 
sides those  around  us.  There  was  the  navy  yard 
on  the  Potomac,  and  — — - 

Mr.  Adams.  But  that  navy  yard  is  not  “between 
Maine  and  Connecticut,”  Mr.  Speaker.  [Laugh.] 
And  I am  still  in  the  dark  as  to  the  meaning  of  that 
line  in  the  report  of  the  secretary,  which  seems  to 
make  Massachusetts  responsible  for  a yet  larger 
share  of  the  public  treasure  than,  in  herown  proper 
place  in  the  report,  she  is  set  down  as  holding  in 
deposite.  And  this  is  the  more  remarkable,  be- 
cause in  this  same  statement  appended  to  the 
secretary’s  report,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  in 
this  city  has  its  proper  place  afterwards  between 
the  banks  of  the  state  of  Maryland  and  those  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  and  therefore  cannot  naturally  be 
supposed  to  be  the  same  “Metropolis  special”  thus 
thrust  up  in  a corner  between  the  states  of  Maine 
and  of  Connecticut.  It  all  goes  to  corroborate  the 
idea  that  tliis  same  report  ol'  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  far  from  being  so  explicit  and  intelligi- 
ble to  all,  as  it  is  to  those  gentlemen  whose  sagacity 
finds  if  so  easy  to  be  understood. 

Besides,  sir,  I fin'd  in  this  treasurer’s  weekly 
statement  of  the  amount  to  his  credit,  in  the  various 
banks  c-f  public  deposite,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropo- 
lis, District  of  Columbia,  in  its  pioper  place,  located 
between  Maryland  and  Virginia,  with  a small  ba- 
lance of  2,162  dollars  S3  cents  due  to  the  treasurer, 
and  that  whole  sum,  except  9 dollars  and  4 cents 
in  the  column  of  warrants  heretofore  drawn,  but  not 
yet  paid,  though  payable.  And  in  the  statement 
marked  K,  this  same  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  is  in- 
cluded in  a list  of  deposite  banks  discontinued  under 
the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836.  And  it  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list  of  present  deposite  banks  under 
the  same  act,  marked  L.  In  the  circular  letter  of 
the  secretary  to  the  delinquent  banks.  I find  it  writ- 
ten: “The  imperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  make  it  the  duty  of  this  department  to  dis- 
continue ordering  i\ny  further  sums  of  public  mo- 
ney to  be  placed  with  the  deposite  banks  after  sus- 
pending specie  payments,  and  hence  yon  are  noti- 
fied that  no  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  you 
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institution,  provided  such  a failure  to  redeem  your 
notes  has  actually  occurred.” 

“No  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  your  institution” 
The  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, is  one  of  the  deposite  banks  discontinued 
by  the  positive  command  of  the  law;  but  “Metro- 
polis special,”  between  Maine  and  Connecticut, 
has  a deposite  dated  the  28th  of  August,  of  140,541 
dollars  62  cents.  By  what  authority  was  that  de- 
posite made?  This  is  to  me  one  of  those  unintelli- 
gible things  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which  I should  be  glad  to  see  explained. 
Is  it  a practical  illustration  of  the  divorce  between 
bank  and  state?  or  of  the  locomotive  power  of  the 
secretary  to  transport  the  Metropolis  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  Massachusetts,  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  Rhode  Island,  to  some  undefined  region 
between  Maine  and  Connecticut,  where  he  could 
make  a special  deposite  of  gold  without  infringing 
upon  “the  imperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  June, 
1836?” 

I should  like  to  know  why  this  item  is  thus 
thrust  between  Maine  and  Connecticut,  as  if  it  were 
intended  to  give  Massachusetts  the  reputation  of 
having  $140,000  of  the  money  which  is  used  to  pay 
members  of  congress  and  the  navy  yard  expenses 
at  New  York? 

But  I was  observing  upon  the  profound  philoso- 
phical and  geographical  statement  submitted  to  the 
house  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompson) , in  which  it  was  asserted  that  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States  “always  flow  s to  the  north.” 
Now7,  I have  given  the  house  one  example,  in  the 
case  of  Alabama.  Let  us  look  a little  farther:  here 
1 find  the  Union  bank  of  Louisiana  and  the  bank  of 
New  Orleans  have,  together,  an  amount  nearly 
equal  to  $1,500,000.  Here  is  a million  and  a half 
flowing  to  that  extremity  of  the  north — -New  Or- 
leans; and  here  is  upwards  of  one  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  flowing  into  the  deposite 
banks  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  at  Natchez.  Now, 
with  the  utmost  respect  for  the  states  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  they  are  not  so  near  to  the  north 
pole  that  they  should  have,  between  them,  more 
than  three  millions  of  the  United  States  money, 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  insists  is 
ahvays  flowing  to  the  north — money  w'hich  is,  in 
fact,  a gift  betowed  upon  them  without  law,  at  least 
not  by  law,  but  by  the  operation  of  a specie  circu- 
lar, which  required  all  payments  to  them  to  be  made 
in  gold  and  silver,  and  yet  they  have  not  a dollar 
forthcoming.  I will  put  the  interest  on  this  specie 
at  ten  per  cent.;  six  per  cent,  is  certainly  too  little. 
The  use  of  these  deposites  would  be  worth  six  per 
cent,  even  if  they  might  be  called  away  at  any  mo- 
ment. I will  put  the  interest  at  ten  per  cent 
Here,  then,  we  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
banks  of  Louisiana  $1,500,600,  which  I say  is  equi- 
valent to  a pure  donation  to  that  state  of  $150,000  a 
year,  so  long  as  the  deposite  shall  continue.  And 
how  goes  it  with  the  state  of  Mississippi?  I find 
here  that  the  Planters’ bank  and  branches,  Natchez, 
have  $895,000,  and  the  Agricultural  bank  and 
branches,  Natchez,  $849,000,  making  $1,744,000. 
Here  is  an  actual  boon  to  that  state  of  174,000  dol- 
lars. They  have  had  this  since  July,  already,  and 
they  will  continue  to  have  it  until  it  suits  their  con- 
venience to  pay  it  over,  which  I hope  they  will  do 
before  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 

Well,  I am,  notwithstanding,  willing  to  vote  for 
this  bill,  leaving  this  matter  as  it  is,  provided  the 
banks  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
will  pay  back  this  money  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
January',  1S39. 

We  come  next  to  the  state  of  Tennessee.  Her 
share  is  but  small,  amounting  to  not  over  $500,000. 
If  she  was  entitled  to  receive  her  share  of  the  de- 
posites on  the  first  of  October,  she  might  set  off  that 
amount,  and  suffer  no  injury.  She  would  then  have 
the  use  of  this  money,  and  would  still  get  her  por- 
tion of  the  deposites  like  the  other  states.  Then 
we  come  to  Ohio;  and,  in  respect  to  her,  it  seems 
to  be  admitted  as  a settled  affair,  that  all  her  banks 
are  good  and  sound,  only  their  notes  will  not  com- 
mand the  specie  without  a little  premium  of  ten 
per  cent.  Ohio  has  got  $900,000.  She  is  a large 
state,  and,  in  the  critical  condition  of  her  politics, 
may  have  been  thought  a cheap  purchase  at  this 
amount.  It  is  not,  at  any  rate,  a very  extravagant 
sum.  Indiana  has  a large  portion.  But  here  there 
is  another  “northward  flowing”  of  a different  kind. 
Here  we  come  to  a state  hardly  a year  old.  It  is 
hardly  a year  since  we  were  discussing  her  admis 
sion  into  the  union;  and  if  she  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  government  then,  I think  at  least 
she  must  be  now’.  Here  is  Michigan,  with  more 
than  one  million  of  dollars,  which  is  equal  to  a clear 
donation  of  $100,000.  Does  the  geography  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  consider  Michigan 
as  a place  to  which  the  money  of  the  United  States 
flows  northward?  All  this  vast  tide  of  specie,  ac- 


cording to  my  geography,  has  flowed  southward 
and  westward.  As  to  the  north,  the  flowing  in 
that  direction  has  been  in  a precious  small  rill. 

What  is  the  conclusion'  from  these  facts?  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Dawson)  complained 
that  Georgia  had  not  had  her  portion,  and  he  did  but 
justice  to  his  own  state,  if  we  consider  what  has 
been  given  to  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  Louisiana 
and  Michigan.  But  what  is  it  if  put  in  compari- 
son with  Massachusetts?  What  has  she  got  in  this 
distribution?  The  special  Metropolitan  deposite 
not  being  a part  of  it,  as  from  this  table  one  would 
suppose?  Why,  sir,  she  has  got  $81,271 84  cents — a 
sum  which  any  one  of  her  banks  will  pay  in  five 
minutes,  if  you  will  take  off  the  interdict.  Is  there 
justice  in  this?  Gentlemen  complain  of  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  the  deposite  law  operates,  and 
about  the  standard  of  distribution  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeds, as  being  unjust  and  unequal;  but,  sir,  what 
is  that  inequality,  in  comparison  to  this  deposite 
made  wilhout  law,  to  a rate  of  rleposite  which  gives 
a million  and  a half  to  one  state,  a million  seven 
hundred  thousand  to  another,  a million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  to  another,  and  to  Massachusetts 
$S1,271  84  cents,  supposing  its  banks  not  to  pay 
the  $80,000,  which  is  all  they  owe?  I will  not  ask 
how  ma'ny  good  friends  of  the  administration  have 
been  made,  or  how  many  precious  votes  in  this 
house  secured,  by  this  system  ofoperations.  When 
we  came  to  make  this  desposite,  I mean  the  depo- 
site by  law,  I remember  well  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen who  wanted  a different  standard  of  distribu- 
tion adopted.  They  complained  of  a distribution 
according  to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  because  it  gave  too  much  to 
Delaware,  to  Rhode  Island,  and  other  small  states. 
Now,  sir,  it  was  not  the  northern  states,  but  the 
small,  and  the  western  states  chiefly,  which  got  this 
extra  proportion.  I was  willing  they  should  have 
it,  because,  since  the  last  census  was  taken,  their 
population  had  increased  much  more  than  that  of 
Massachusetts.  I assented  to  this  ratio  because 
the  new  States,  who  were  most  in  want  of  money, 
would  be  most  benefitted  by  it,  and  I voted  for  the 
bill.  But  the  very  interest  which  the  members  took 
on  that  occasion  in  this  question,  and  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  they  argued  the  necessity  o(  an 
equal  principle,  proved  the  earnestness  with  which 
every  member  of  the  house  adhered  to  the  propor- 
tional right  of  his  own  state. 

But  what  was  that  ratio  of  distribution  in  compa- 
rison to  this?  When  $1,500,000  is  given  to  one  state? 
Alabama  had  five  members  in  the  house  and  tw'o 
in  the  senate;  Massachusetts  had  twelve  in  the 
house  and  two  in  the  senate.  Their  proportions 
were,  therefore,  as  7 to  14.  To  this  I assented. 
But  what  is  the  proportion  here?  Alabama  gets 
$1,500,000,  and  Massachusetts  $80,000.  I say 
nothing  about  Pennsylvania.  She  is  one  of  the 
largest  states  in  the  union,  and  she  has  249,000 
dollars  in  the  Girard  bank,  5,500  dollars  in  the 
Moyamensing  bank;  but  of  this  sum  there  has  al- 
ready been  drawn,  upon  the  Girard  bank,  in  war- 
rants not  yet  paid,  though  payable,  160,000  leaving 
only  about  95,000  dollars  as  the  share  of  actual  de- 
posite held  by  Pennsylvania.  But,  when  we  con- 
sider the  population  of  Pennsylvania,  w'hat  is  the 
proportion  of  $250,000  given  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
$1,700,000  to  Mississippi? 

I have  intruded  upon  the  patience  of  the  house 
to  a greater  extent  than  I intended.  Its  patience 
has  been  my  encouragement.  If  this  bill  passes,  I 
wish  it  to  pass  with  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina;  but  I consider  the 
whole  measure  as  a violation  of  the  public  faith, 
for  which  the  last  administration  is  responsible  to 
this  nation,  to  the  creditors  of  this  country  abroad, 
and  to  posterity — especially  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple of  those  states  so  grossly  injured  by  the  with- 
holding from  them  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
sum  promised  them  by  the  act  of  June,  1836,  by 
the  lavish  donation  of  their  money  to  the  people  of 
other  states,  which  they  now  refuse  to  refund. 
That  this  crying  injustice  may  not  be  repeated  by 
a further  postponement  or  repeal  of  the  deposite 
act,  I demand,  with  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  fixing  the  terms  of  pay- 
ment to  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  a pledge  that  the 
money  shall  then  be  faithfully  paid;  and  for  this 
purpose  that  the  balances  actually  due  from  the 
late  deposite  banks  shall  be  appropriated,  to  that 
payment.  They  are  the  identical  moneys  an- 
nounced, on  the  3d  of  January  last,  as  being  then 
in  the  treasury,  to  be  divided  among  the  states  un- 
der the  act  of  June,  1836.  They  are  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment. But  if  the  whole  sum  cannot  be  recovered 
from  the  banks,  where  it  has  been  deposited,  be- 
fore the  1st  of  January,  1839,  I ask  a further  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  the  money  to  be  paid  by 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  October, 


1838,  to  the  same  object.  If  a further  indulgence 
of  time  beyoud  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  should 
become  necessary  to  complete  the  recovery  of  the 
balances  due  by  the  deposite  banks,  that  indul- 
gence should  be  granted  by  the  whole  nation,  and 
not  at  the  expense  of  the  states  entitled  to  the 
fourth  instalment.  In  the  amendment  which  I pro- 
posed in  comiaittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  I added  further,  that  if  the  recovered  ba- 
lances, and  the  instalment  of  October,  1838,  from 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  should  still 
prove  insufficient  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment to  the  states,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
should  be  pledged  that  further  and  effective  provi- 
sion should  be  made  by  congress  therefor.  Find- 
ing some  of  my  friends  here  willing  to  vote  for  the 
rest  of  my  amendment,  but  objecting  to  that,  I 
shall  withdraw  that  clause,  with  the  hope  that  no 
further  pledge  of  faith  will  be  necessary  lor  the 
fulfilment  of  that  which  has  been  given. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 
On  the  currency , and  on  the  new  plan  jor  collecting  und  keep- 
ing the  public  moneys , delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United 

States,  September  28,  1837. 

Mr.  President:  l am  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  l he  mes- 
sage, to  the  hill,  and  to  the  amendment  of  the  member  Irom 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun. J in  all  these,  1 see  nothing 
for  the  relief  of  the  country:  but  I do  see,  as  1 think,  a ques- 
tion involved,  the  importance  ol  which,  transcends  all  the 
interest  ol  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  state  that  question;  to  present  it,  as 
well  to  the  country  as  to  the  senate;  to  show  the  length  and 
breadth  of  it,  as  a question  of  practical  politics,  and  in  its 
bearing  on  the  powers  of  the  government;  to  exhibit  its  im- 
portance, and  to  express  my  own  opinions  in  regard  to  it. 

A short  recital  of  events  and  occurrences  will  show  how 
this  question  has  arisen. 

The  government  of  the  United  Slates  completed  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  its  existence,  under  the  present  constitution, 
on  the  third  day  of  March  last.  During  this  whole  period,  it 
has  felt  itself  bound  to  take  proper  care  of  the  currency  of 
the  country;  and  no  administration  has  admitted  this  obliga- 
tion, more  clearly  or  more  frequently,  than  the  last.  For  the 
fulfilment  ol  this  acknowledged  duly,  as  well  as  to  accom- 
plish other  useful  purposes,  a national  bank  has  been  main- 
tained for  forty,  out  of  these  forty  eight  years.  Two  insti- 
tutions of  this  kind  have  been  created  bylaw:  one,  com- 
mencing in  1791,  and  limited  to  twenty  years,  and  expiring, 
therefore,  in  1811;  the  oilier,  commencing  in  18J6,  with  a 
like  term  ofdurauon,  and  ending,  therefore,  in  1836.  Both 
these  institutions,  each  in  its  time,  accomplished  ilieir  pur- 
poses, so  lar  as  currency  was  concerned,  lo  the  general  sat- 
isfaction of  the  country.  But  before  the  last  bank  expired, 
it  had  the  misfortune  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  late  ad- 
ministration. I need  not,  at  present,  speak  of  the  causes  of 
this  hostility.  My  purpose  only  requires  a stateim  m ol  that 
fact,  as  an  important  one  in  the  chain  of  occurrences.  The 
late  president’s  dissatisfaction  of  the  bank  was  intimat- 
ed in  his  first  annual  message,  that  is  to  say,  in  1&29.  But 
the iiank  stood  very  well  with  the  country,  the  president’s 
known  and  growing  hostility  notwithstanding;  and  in  1832, 
four  years  before  the  charier  was  to  expire,  both  houses  of 
congress  passed  a bill  for  its  continuance;  there  being  in  its 
favor  a large  majority  of  the  senate,  and  a larger  majority  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  The  bill,  however,  was  nega- 
tived by  the  president.  In  1833,  by  an  order  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  public  moneys  were  removed  from  the  custody  of 
the  bank,  and  were  deposited  with  certain  selected  state 
banks.  This  removal  was  accompanied  with  the  most  con- 
fident declarations  and  assurances,  put  forth  in  every  form, 
by  the  president  and  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  that  these 
state  hanks  would  not  only  prove  safe  depositories  of  the 
public  money,  but  that  they  would  also  furnish  the  country 
with  as  good  a currency  as  it  ever  had  enjoyed,  and  probably 
a belter;  and  would  also  accomplish  all  that  could  he  wish- 
ed, in  regard  to  domestic  exchanges.  The  substitution  of 
slate  banks  for  a national  institution,  for  the  discharge  of 
these  duties,  was  that  operation,  which  has  become  known, 
arid  is  likely  to  be  long  remembered,  as  the  “experiment.” 

For  some  years,  all  was  said  to  go  on  extremely  well,  al- 
though it  seemed  plain  enough  to  a great  part  *»l  the  commu- 
nity that  the  system  was  radically  vicious;  that  its  opera- 
tions were  all  inconvenient,  clumsy,  and  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  proposed  ends;  and  that,  sooner  or  later,  there  must 
be  an  explosion.  The  administration,  however,  adhered  to 
its  experiment.  The  more  it  was  complained  ol,  the  louder 
it  was  praised.  Its  commendation  was  one  of  the  standing 
topics  of  all  official  communications;  and  in  his  last  message 
in  December,  1836,  the  late  president  was  more  than  usu- 
ally emphatic  upon  the  great  success  of  his  attempts  to  im- 
prove the  currency,  and  the  happy  results  of  the  experiment 
upon  the  important  business  of  exchange.  But  a reverse 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  glories  of  the  experiment  were 
soon  to  meet  a dreadful  blighting.  In  the  early  part  ol  May 
last,  these  banks  all  stopped  payment.  This  event,  of 
course,  produced  great  distress  in  the  country,  and  it  pro- 
duced also  singular  embai rassment  to  the  administration. 

The  present  administration  was  then  only  two  months 
old;  but  it  had  already  become  foimally  pledged  to  maintain 
the  policy  of  that  which  had  gone  before  it.  The  president 
had  avowed  his  purpose  of  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
predecessor.  Here,  then,  was  difficulty.  Here  was  a poli- 
tical knot,  to  be  either  untied  or  cut.  The  experiment  had 
failed,  and  failed,  as  it  was  thought,  so  utterly  and  hopeless- 
ly, that  it  could  not  be  tried  again. 

What,  then,  was  to  he  done?  Committed  against  a bank 
of  the.  United  Slates  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  the  substi- 
tute, from  which  so  much  was  expected,  having  disappoint- 
ed all  hopes,  what  was  the  administration  to  do?  Two  dis- 
tinct classes  of  duties  had  been  performed,  in  limes  past,  by 
the  hank  of  the  United  States;  one  more  immediately  to  the 
iinvernnient,  the  other  lo  the  community.  The  first,  was 
the  safe-keeping  and  the  transfer,  when  required,  of  the 
public  moneys;  the  other,  the  supplying  of  a sound  and  con- 
venient paper  currency,  of  equal  credit  all  over  the  country, 
and  everywhere  equivalent  to  specie,  and  the  giving  of  mos 
important  facilities  to  the  operation  ol  exchange.  T hese  ob- 
jects were  highly  important,  and  their  most  perfect  accom- 
plishment by  the  experiment  had  been  promised,  from  the 
fiist.  The  stale  banks,  it  was  declared,  could  perform  all 
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these  duties,  and  should  perform  them.  But  the  “experi- 
ment” came  to  a dishonored  end  in  the  early  part  of  May 
The  deposits  banks,  with  the  others,  slopped  payment. 
They  could  not  render  back  the  deposited  and  so  far  from 
being  able  to  furnish  a general  currency,  or  to  assist  ex- 
changes (purposes,  indeed,  which  they  never  had  fulfilled, 
with  any  success)  their  paper  became  immediately  depre- 
ciated, eve'n  in  its  local  circulation.  What  course,  then, 
was  the  administration  now  to  adopt?  Why,  sir,  it  is  plain, 
that  it  had  but  one  alternative.  It  must  either  return  to  the 
former  practice  of  the  government,  take  the  currency  into 
its  own  hands,  and  maintain  it,  as  well  as  provide  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  by  some  institution  of  its 
own;  or  else,  adopting  some  new  mode  of  merely  keeping 
the  public  money,  it  must  abandon  all  furthercare  over  cur- 
rency and  exchange.  One  of  these  courses  became  inevita- 
ble. The  administration  had  no  other  choice.  The  state 
banks  could  he  tried  no  more,  with  the  opinion  which  the 
administration  now  entertained  of  them;  and  how  else  could 
any  thing  he  done,  to  maintain  the  currency?  In  no  way,  but 
by  the  establishment  of  a national  institution. 

There  was  no  escape  from  this  dilemma.  One  course  was, 
to  go  back  to  that  which  the  party  had  so  much  condemned; 
the  other,  to  give  up  the  whole  duty,  and  leave  the  curren- 
cy to  its  fate.  Between  these  two,  the  administration  found 
itself  absolutely  obliged  to  decide;  and  it  has  decided,  and 
decided  boldly.  It  was  decided  to  surrender  the  duly,  and 
abandon  the  constitution.  That  decision  is  before  us,  in  the 
message,  and  in  the  measures  now  tinder  consideration. 
The  choice  has  been  made;  and  that  choice,  in  my  opinion, 
raises  a question  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of 
thi>  country,  both  for  the  present  and  all  future  time.  That 
question  is,  whether  congress  has,  or. ought  to  have, 

ANT  DUTY  TO  PERFORM  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  CURRENCY  OF 
THE  COUNTRY,  BEYOND  THE  MERE  REGULATION  OF  THE  GOLD 
AND  SILVER  COIN. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina remarked,  the  other  day,  with  great  frankness  and  good- 
humor,  that  in  the  political  classifications  of  the  times,  he 
desired  to  he  considered  as  nothing  but  an  honest  nullifier. 
That,  he  said,  was  his  character.  1 believe,  sir,  the  country 
will  readily  concede  that  character  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. For  one,  certainly,  I ain  willing  to  say,  that  I believe 
him  a very  honest  and  a very  sincere  nullifier,  using  the 
term  in  the  same  sense  in  which  he  used  it  himself,  and  in 
which  he  meant  to  apply  it  to  himself.  Ami  I am  very  much 
afraid,  sir,  that  (whatever  he  may  think  of  it  himself)  it  has 
been  under  the  influence  of  those  sentiments,  which  belong 
to  his  character  as  a nullifier,  that  he  has  so  readily  and  so 
zealously  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  president’s  message. 

I n my  opinion,  the  message,  the  hill  before  us,  and  the 
honorable  member’s  amendment,  farm,  together,  a system, 
a code  of  practical  politics,  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is 
to  nullify  and  expunge,  or,  perhaps,  more  correctly  speak- 
ing, by  a united  and  mixed  process  of  nullification  and  ex- 
punging, to  abolish,  a highly  important  and  useful  power  of 
the  government.  It  strikes  down  the  principle  upon  which 
the  government  has  been  administered,  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  currency,  through  its  whole  history;  and  it  seeks 
to  obliterate,  or  to  draw  black  lines  around,  that  part  of  the 
constitution  on  which  this  principle  of  administration  has 
rested.  The  system  proposed,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  only 
anti-commercial,  but  anli-cortslitulional  also,  and  anti-union, 
in  a high  degree. 

Yon  will  say,  sir,  that  this  is  a strong  way  of  stating  an 
opinion.  It  is  so.  I mean  instate  the  opinion  in  thestrong- 
est  manner.  I do  not  wish,  indeed,  at  every  turn,  to  say,  of 
measures  which  I oppose, that  (hey  either  violate  or  surren- 
der the  constitution.  But  when,  in  all  soberness  and  can- 
dor, I do  so  think,  in  all  soberness  and  candor  I must  so 
speak;  and  whether  the  opinion  which  I have  now  express- 
ed he  true,  let  the  sequel  decide. 

Now,  sir,  congress  has  been  called  together  in  a moment 
of  great  difficulty.  'Pile  characteristic  of  the  crisis  is  com- 
mercial distress.  We  are  not  suffering  from  war,  or  pesti- 
lence, or  famine;  and  it  is  alleged,  by  the  president  and  se- 
cretary, that  there  is  no  want  of  revenue.  Our  means,  it  is 
averred,  are  abundant.  And  yet  the  government  is  in  dis- 
tress, and  the  country  is  in  distress;  and  congress  is  assem- 
bled, by  a call  of  the  president,  to  provide  relief.  The  imme- 
diate and  direct  cause  of  all,  is,  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  the  exchanges;  commercial  credit  is  gone,  and  properly 
no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and  purposes  of  proper- 
ty. Government  cannot  use  its  own  means,  and  individuals 
are  alike  unable  to  command  their  own  resources.  The  ope- 
rations, both  of  government  and  people,  are  obstructed;  and 
tlu-y  are  obstructed,  because  tlie  money  of  the  country,  the 
great  instrument  of  commerce  and  exchange,  has  become 
disordered  and  useless.  The  government  has  funds;  that 
is  to  say,  it  lias  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  cannot  turn  these 
credits  into  cash;  and  individual  citizens  are  as  bad  off  as 
government.  The  government  is  a great  creditor  and  a great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  disburses  large  sums.  In  the  loss, 
therefore,  of  a proper  medium  of  payment  and  receipt,  gov- 
ernment is  a sufferer.  But  the  people  are  sufferers  from  the 
same  causes;  and  inasmuch  as  the  whole  amount  of  pay 
incuts  and  receipts  by  the  people,  in  their  individual  trans- 
actions, is  many  times  renter  than  the  amount  of  payments 
and  receipts  by  government,  the  aggregate  of  evil  suffered 
by  the  people  is  also  many  times  greater  than  that  suffered 
by  government..  Individuals  have  means  as  ample,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  wants,  as  government;  but  they  share  with 
government  the  common  calamity  arising  from  the  over- 
throw of  the  currency.  The  honorable  member  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mi.  Walker]  has  staled,  or  has  quoted  the  state- 
ment from  others,  that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of 
government  are  twenty  millions  a year,  the  payments  and 
receipts  of  individuals  are  two  or  three  hundred  millions. 
He  has,  I think,  underrated  the  amount  of  individual  pay- 
ments and  receipts.  But  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
shows  how  little  a part  of  the  whole  evil  falls  on  government. 
The  great  mass  of  suffering  is  on  the  people. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  look  at  the  message,  the  bill,  and  the 
proposed  amendment,  their  simile,  exclusive,  and  undivided 
object  is  found  to  b relief  to  the  government.  Not  one  sin- 
gle provision  is  adopted  or  recommended,  with  direct  refer- 
ence to  the  relief  of  the  people.  They'  all  speak  of  revenue; 
of  finance,  of  duties  and  customs,  of  taxes  and  collections, 
and  the  evils  which  the  people  suffer,  by  the  derangement  of 
the  currency  and  the  exchanges,  and  the  breaking  up  of  com- 
mercial credit,  instead  of  being  put  forth  as  prominent  and 
leading  objects  of  regard, are  dismissed  with  a slight  intima- 
tion, here  and  there,  that,  in  providing  for  the  superior  and 
paramount  interests  of  government, some  incidental  or  collat- 
eral benefits  may,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  community.  But  is 
government,  I ask,  to  care  for  nothing  but  itself?  Is  self- 
preservation  the  great  end  of  government?  Has  it  no  trust 


powers?  Does  it  owe  no  duties,  but  to  itself?  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  fulfil  ail  the  objects  of  its  creation?  I 
think  not.  1 think  government  exists,  not  for  ils  own  ends, 
but  for  the  public  utility.  It  is  an  agency,  established  to 
promote  the  common  good,  by  common  counsels;  its  chief 
duties  are  to  the  people;  and  it  seems  to  me  strange  and  pre- 
posterous, in  a moment  of  great  and  general  distress,  that 
government  should  confine  all  its  deliberations  to  the  single 
object  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  convenience,  its  own 
undisturbed  administration. 

I cannot  say,  sir,  that  I was  surprised  to  see  this  general 
character  impressed  on  the  face  of  the  message.  1 confess 
it  appeared  to  me,  when  the  banks  slopped  payment,  that 
tne  administration  had  come  to  a pass,  in  which  it  was  un- 
avoidable that  it  should  take  some  such  course.  But  that 
necessity  was  imposed,  not  by  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  but 
by  its  own  commitment  to  the  line  of  politics  which  its  pre- 
decessor had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged  itself  to 
pursue.  • 

It  withdraws  its  care  from  the  currency,  because  it  has 
left  itself  no  means  of  performing  its  own  duties,  connected 
with  that  subject.  It  has,  voluntarily  and  on  calculation, 
discarded  and  renounced  the  policy  which  has  been  approv- 
ed for  half  a century,  because  it  could  not  return  to  that 
policy,  without  admitting  its  own  inconsistency,  and  violating 
ils  party  pledges.  This  is  the  truth  of  the.  whole  matter. 

Now,  sir,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is,  to  maintain  two 
propositions: 

I.  That  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  this  government  to 
see  that  a proper  currency,  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  and  to  the  wants  of  trade  and  business,  ns  well  as 
to  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  government,  be  maintained 
and  preserved;  a currency  of  general  credit,  and  capable  of 
aiding  the  operations  of  exchange,  so  far  as  those  operations 
may  he  conducted  by  means  of  the  circulating  medium;  and 
that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolving  on  congress,  in 
relation  to  currency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coins. 

II.  That  the  message,  the  bill,  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, all,  in  effect,  deny  any  such  duty,  disclaim  all  such 
power,  and  confine  the  constitutional  obligation  of  govern- 
ment to  the  mere  regulation  of  the  coin*,  and  the  care  of  its 
own  revenues. 

I have  well  weighed,  Mr.  President,  and  fully  considered, 
the  first  of  these  propositions;  to  wit,  that  which  respects 
the  duty  of  this- government,  in  regard  to  the  currency.  I 
mean  to  stand  by  it.  It  expresses,  in  my  judgment,  a prin- 
ciple, fully  sustained  by  the  constitution,  and  by  the  usage 
of  the  government,  and  which  is  of  the  highest  practical  im- 
portance. With  this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I am 
willing  to  stand  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  judgment 
which  the  community  shall  ultimately  pronounce  upon  it. 
If  the  country  shall  sustain  it,  and  be  ready,  in  due  time,  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  by  such  means  and  intrnmebts  as  the 
general  opinion  shall  think  best  to  adopt,  I shall  co-operate, 
cheerfully,  jn  any  such  undertaking;  and  shall  look  again, 
with  confidence,  to  prosperty  in  this  branch  of  our  national 
concerns.  On  the  oilier  hand,  if  the  country  shall  reject 
this' proposition,  and  act  on  that  rejection,  if  it  shall  decide 
that  congress  has  no  power,  nor  is  under  any  duty,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the  coins; 
then,  upon  that  construction  of  the  powers  and  duties  of 
congress,  I am  willing  to  acknowledge,  that  I do  not  feel 
myself  competent  to  render  any  substantial  service  to  the 
public  councils,  on  these  great  interests.  I admit,  at  once, 
that  if  the  currency  is  not  to  he  preserved  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  I know  not  how  it  is  to  he  guard- 
ed against  constantly  occurring  disorders  and  derangements. 

Before  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  grounds  of  this 
proposition,  however,  allow  me,  sir,  a few  words  by  way  of 
preliminary  explanation.  In  the  first  place,  I wish  it  to  be 
observed,  that  I am  now  contending  only  for  the  general 
principle,  and  not  insisting  either  on  the  constitutionality,  or 
expediency,  of  any  particular  means,  or  any  particu- 
lar agent.  I am  not  saying  by  what  instrument  or  agent 
congress  ought  to  perform  this  duty;  I only  say  it  is  a 
duty,  which,  in  some  mode,  and  by  some  means,  con- 
gress is  bound  to  perform.  In  the  next  place,  let  it  he 
remembered,  that  1 carry  the  absolute  duty  of  govern- 
ment, in  regard  to  exchange,  no  farther  than  the  opera- 
tions of  exchange  may  be  performed  by  currency.  No  doubt, 
sir,  a proper  institution,  established  by  government,  might, 
as  heretofore,  give  other  facilities  to  exchange,  of  great  im- 
portance, and  to  a very  great  extent.  But  I intend,  on  this 
occasion,  to  keep  clearly  within  the  constitution,  and  to  as- 
sign no  duty  to  congress,  not  plainly  enjoined  by  the  provi- 
sions of  that  instrument,  as  fairly  interpreted,  and  as  here- 
tofore understood. 

The  president  says,  it  is  not  the  province  of  government 
to  aid  inividuals  in  the  transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than 
by  the  use  of  the  post  office;  and  that  it  might  as  justly  be 
called  on  to  provide  for  the  transportation  ol  their  merchan- 
dise. 

Now,  I beg  leave  to  say,  sir,  with  all  respect  and  deference, 
that  funds  are  transferred  from  individual  to  individual,  usu- 
ally for  the  direct  purpose  of  the  payment  and  receipt  ol 
debts;  that  payment  and  receipt  are  duties  of  currency;  that, 
hi  my  opinion,  currency  is  a thing  vvh'cli  government  i> 
hound  to  provide  for  and  superintend;  that  the  case,  there 
lore,  has  not  the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  transportation 
of  merchandise,  because  the.  transportation  of  merchandise 
i-'  carried  on  by  ships  and  boats,  by  carts  and  wagons,  and 
not  by  the  use  of  currency,  or  of  any  tiling  else  over  which 
government  has  usually  exclusive  control.  These  things  in- 
dividuals can  provide  for  themselves.  But  the  tiansfer  ol 
funds  is  done  by  credit,  and  must  he  so  done;  and  some  pro- 
per medium  for  this  transfer  it  is  the  duty  of  government  to 
provide,  because  it.  belongs  to  currency,  to  money,  and  is 
therefore  beyond  the  power  of  individuals. 

The  nature  of  exchange,  sir,  is  well  understood  hv  per- 
sons engaged  in  commerce;  but  as  its  operations  are  a little 
out  of  the  sight  of  other  classes  of  the  community,  although 
they  have  alia  deep  and  permanent  interest  in  the  subject,  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  a word  or  two  of  general  explanation. 
I speak  of  domestic  exchanges  only.  We  mean,  then,  by 
exchange,  this  same  transfer  offund.s.  We  mean  the  making 
of  payment  in  a distant  place,  or  the  receiving  of  payment 
from  a distant  place,  by  some  mode  of  paper  credits,  ll 
done  by  draft,  order,  or  hill  of  exchange,  that  is  one  form;  il 
done  by  the  transmissions  of  bank  notes,  through  the  post 
office,  or  otherwise,  that  is  another  form.  I n each,  credit  is 
used;  in  the  first,  the  credit  of  the  parties  whose  names  are 
on  the  hill  or  draft;  in  the  last,  the  credit  of  the  bank.  Every 
man.  sir,  who  looks  over  this  vast  country,  and  contem- 
plates the  commercial  connexion  of  its  various  parts,  must 
see  the  great  importance  that  this  exchange  should  he  cheap 
and  easy.  To  the  producer  and  to  the  consumer,  to  the 


manufacturer  and  the  planter,  to  the  merchant,  to  all,  in  all 
classes,  this  becomes  matter  of  moment.  We  may  see  an 
instance  in  the  common  aiticles  of  manufacture  produced  m 
the  north,  and  sent  to  the  south  and  west  fur  sale  and  con- 
sumption. Hals,  shoes,  furniture,  carriages,  domestic  hard- 
ware, and  various  other- article*,  the  pioduce  ol  those  man- 
ufactories, and  of  tlio.-e  employments  which  are  carried  on 
without  the  aid  of  large  capital,  constitute  a large  pari  of  this 
trade,  as  well  as  the  fabrics,  of  cotton  and  wool.  Now  a 
Mate  of  exchange,  which  shall  enable  the  producers  to  re- 
ceive payment  regularly,  and  without  loss,  is  indispensable 
l»  any  useful  prosecution  of  this  intercourse.  Derangement 
<>(  currency  and  exchange  is  ruinous.  The  notes  oi  local 
hanks  will  not  answer  the  purpose  of  remittance;  and  if  bills 
of  exchange  cannot  be  had,  or  can  be  had  only  at  a high  rate, 
how  is  payment  to  be  received,  or  to  be  received  without 
great  loss?  This  evil  was  severely  felt,  even  before  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment  by  the  banks;  at  id  il  will  always 
be  fell,  more  or  less,  till  there  is  a currency  of  gcneial  credit 
and  circulation  through  the  country.  But  wht  n the  hawks  sus_- 
pended,  il  became  overwhelming.  All  gentlemen  having 
northern  acquaintance,  must  know  the  existence  of  this 
evil.  I have  heard  il  said,  that  the  hitherto  prosperous  and 
flourishing  town  of  Newaik  has  already  lost  a considerable 
purl  of  its  population  by  the  breaking  up  of  its' business,  in 
-consequence  of  these  commercial  embarrassments.  Atid  in 
cases/in  which  business  is  not  wholly  broken  up.  il  five  or 
six  per  cent.,  or  more,  is  to  be  paid  for  exchange,  it  by  so 
much  enhances  the  cost  to  the  consumer,  or  takes  avvayhis 
profit  from  the  producer.  I have  mentioned  these  articles 
of  common  product  of  northern  labor;  but  the  same  evil  ex- 
ists in  all  Hie  sales  of  imported  goods;  and  it  must  exist, 
also,  in  the  south,  in  the  operations  connected  with  its  great 
staples.  All  the  south  must  have,  and  has,  Constant  occa- 
sion for  remittance  by  exchange;  and  no  part  of  the  country 
is  likely  to  suffer  more  severely  by  its  derangement..  In 
short,  there  can  be  no  satisfactory  state  of  internal  trade, 
when  there  is  neither  cheapness,  nor  promptness,  nor  regu- 
larity, nor  security,  in  the  domestic  exchanges. 

I say  again,  sir,  that  1 do  not  hold  government  bound  to 
provide  bills  of  exchange,  for  purchase  and  sale.  Nobody 
thinks  of  such  a thing.  If  any  institution  established  by  go- 
vernment can  do  this,  as  might  be  the  case,  and  has  been 
the  case,  so  much  the  better.  But  the  positive  obligation  of 
government,  I am  content  to  limit  to  currency,  and,  so  far 
as  exchange  is  concerned,  to  the  aid  which  may  be  afforded 
to  exchange  by  currency.  I have  been  informed  that,  a few 
years  ago,  before  the  charter  of  the  late  hank  expired,  at 
tho>e  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  southern  and  western 
merchants  usually  visit  the  northern  cities  to  make  pur- 
chases, or  make  payment  for  existing  liabilities,  that  bank 
redeemed  il>  notes  to  the  amount  of  fifty  or  even  a hundred 
thousand  dollars  a day.  These  notes,  having  been  issued  in 
the  west,  were  brought  over  the  mountains,  as  funds  to  he 
used  in  the  eastern  cities.  This  was  exchange;  and  it  was 
exchange  through  the  medium  of  currency;  it  was  perfectly 
safe,  and  it  cost  nothing.  This  fact  illustrate^  the  impor- 
tance of  a currency  of  universal  credits  to  the  business  of 
exchange. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
exchange,  and  showing  its  connexion  with  currency,  I pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  general  propositions. 

Is  it  the  duty,  then,  of  this  government,  to  see  that  a cur- 
rency be  maintained,  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  uses  of  trade  and  commerce? 

I need  not,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  enter  historically  into 
the  well  known  causes  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
sent constitution.  Those  causes  are  familiar  to  all  public 
men;  and  among  them,  certainly,  was  this  very  matter  of 
giving  credit  ajid  uniformity  to  the  money  system  of  the 
country.  The  stales  possessed  no  system  of  money  and 
circulation;  and  that  was  among  the  causes  of  the  stagnation 
of  commerce.  Indeed,  all  commercial  affairs  were  in  a dis- 
jointed, deranged,  and  miserable  slate.  The  restoration  of 
commerce,  the  object  of  giving  it  uniformity,  credit,  and  na- 
tional character,  were  among  the  fiist  incentives  to  a more 
perfect  union  of  the  states.  YVe  all  know  that  the  meeting 
at  Annapolis,  in  1786,  sprang  from  a desire  to  attempt  some- 
thing which  should  give  uniformity  to  the  commercial  oper- 
ations of  the  several  slates;  and  that  in  and  with  this  meet- 
ing, arose  the  proposition  for  a general  convention,  to  con- 
sider of  a new  constitution  of  government.  Everywhere, 
suite  currencies  were  depreciated,  and  continental  money 
was  depreciated  also.  Debts  could  not  be  paid,  and  there 
was  no  value  to  property.  From  the  close  of  the  war,  to 
the  lime  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  as  1 verily  be- 
lieve, the  people  suffered  as  much,  except  in  the  loss  of  life, 
fiom  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  and  the  prostration 
of  commeice  and  business,  as  they  suffered  during  the  war. 
All  our  history  shows  the  disasters  and  afflictions  which 
sprang  from  these  sources;  and  it  would  lie, .waste  of  time  to 
go  into  a detailed  recital  of  them.  For  the  remedy  of  these 
evils,  as  one  of  ils  great  objects,  and  a>  great  as  any  one,  the 
constitution  was  formed  ami  adopted. 

Now,  sir,  by  this  constitution,  congress  is  authorised  to 
“coin  money,  to  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
co  i n s”  a ml  all  the  states  arr  prohibited  from  coining  money, 
and  from  making  anything  tint  gold  and  silver  com>  a lender 
in  payment  ol  debts.  Suppose  the  constitution  had  stripped 
here,  it  would  still  have  established  the  all-important  point 
of  a uniform  money  system.  By  this  provj-ion  congress  is 
to  furnish  coin,  or  regulate  coin  for  all  the  stales.  There  is 
to  be  tint  One  money  standard  for  the  country.  And  the 
standard  of  value  to  he  established  by  congress,  is  to  be  a 
currency,  and  not  bullion  merely;  because  we  find  it  is  to 
be  coin;  that  is,  it  i.«  to  be  one  or  Hie  oilier  of  the  precious 
metals,  bearing  an  authentic  stamp  of  value,  and  passing 
therefore  by  tale.  That  is  to  be  the  standard  of  value.  A 
standard  of  value,  therefore,  and  a money  for  eireulafion, 
were  thus  expressly  provided  for.  Ami  if  nothing  else  had 
been  done,  would  it  not  have  been  a.  reasonable  and  neces- 
sary inference  from  this  power,  that  congress  had  authority 
to  regulate,  and  must  regulate  and  control,  any  arid  all 
paper,  which  either  stales  or  individuals  might  desire  to  put 
into  circulation,  purporting  to  represent  this  coin,  and  to 
take  its  place,  in  the  uses  of  trade  and  commerce?  It  is 
very  evident  that  the  constitution  intended  something  more 
than  to  provide  a medium  for  the  payment  of  debts  to  go- 
vr- in  in*- tit.  The  object  was  a uniform  Currency  for  the  use 
of  the  whole  people,  in  all  the  transactions  of  life;  and  ir. 
was  manifi  stly  the  intent  of  the  constitution,  that  the  power 
to  maintain  such  a currency  should  he  given  to  congress. 
But  it  would  make  the  system  incongruous  and  incomplete, 
it  would  lie  deriving  to  congress  the  means  necessary  to  ac- 
complish ends  which  were  manifestly  intended,  it  would 
render  the  whole  provision  in  a great,  measure  nugatory,  if, 
when  congress  had  established  a.  coin  for  currency  and  oir- 
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dilation,  it  should  have  no  power  to  maintain  it  as  an  actual 
circulation,  nor  to  regulate  or  control  paper  emissions  <!>•- 
signed  to  occupy  its  place,  and  perform  the  same  functions 
that  it  would  on  the  coinage  power  alone;  and  on  a fair,  and 
just,  and  reasonable  inference  from  it,  therefere,  1 should  ho 
ui  opinion  that  congress  was  authorised,  and  was  hound,  to 
protect  the  community  against  all  evils  which  might  threat- 
en (roin  a deluge  of  currency  of  another  Kind,  tilling  up,  in 
point  of  fact,  all  the  channels  of  circulation.  And  this  opi- 
nion is  not  new.  It  has  often  been  expressed  before,  and 
was  cogently  urged  by  Mr.  Dallas,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  his  report  in  1816.  He  says,  “whenever  the  emer- 
gency occurs,  that  demands  a change  of  system,  it  seems 
necessarily  to  follow,  that  the  authority,  which  was  alone 
competent  to  establish  the  national  coin,  is  alone  competent 
to  create  a national  substitute.3’ 

But  the  constitution  does  not  stop  with  this  grant  of  the 
coinage  power  to  congress,  li  expressly  prohibits  the  states 
from  issuing  hills  of  credit.  What  a bill  of  credit  is,  there 
can  he  no  difficulty  in  understanding,  by  anyone  acquainted 
vvuh  tin*  history  of  the  country.  They  had  been  issued,  at 
different  limes,  and  in  various  forms,  by  the  state  govern- 
ments. The  object  of  them  was  to  create  a paper  circula- 
tion; and  any  paper,  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  and 
intended  for  circulation  from  hand  to  hand,  is  a hill  of  credit, 
whether  made  a tender  for  debts  or  not,  or  whether  carrying 
interest  or  not.  Is  it  issued  with  intent  that  it  shall  circu- 
late from  hand  to  hand,  as  money,  and  with  intent  that  it 
shall  so  circulate  on  the  credit  of  the  state?  If  it  is,  it  is  a 
bill  of  credit.  The  states,  therefore,  are  prohibited  from  is- 
suing paper  for  circulation,  on  their  own  credit;  and  this 
provision  furnishes  additional  and  strong  proof,  that  all  cir- 
culation,  whether  of  coin  or  paper,  was  intended  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  regulation  and  control  of  congress.  Indeed,  the. 
very  object  of  establishing  one  commerce  for  all  the  states, 
and  one  money  for  all  the  stales,  would  otherwise  be  liable 
to  tie  completely  defeated.  It  has  been  supposed,  neverthe- 
less, that  this  prohibition  on  the  states  has  not  restrained 
them  from  gi anting  to  individuals,  or  to  private  corporations, 
the  power  of  issuing  notes  for  circulation,  on  their  own  cre- 
dit. This  power  has  long  been  exercised,  and  is  admitted 
to  exist.  But  could  it  he  reasonably  maintained,  looking 
only  to  these  two  provisions,  (that  is  to  say,  to  the  coinage 
power,  which  is  vested  exclusively  in  congress,  and  to  the 
prohibitum  on  the  states  against  issuing  their  own  paper  for 
circulation),  that  congress  could  not  protect  its  own  power, 
and  secure  to  the  people  the  full  benefits  intended  by  and  for 
them  against  evils  and  mischief*,  if  they  should  arise,  or 
threaten  to  arise,  not  from  paper  issued  by  states,  but  from 
paper  issued  by  individuals  or  private  corporations?  If  this 
he  so,  then  the  coinage  power  evidently  fails  of  a great  part 
of  its  intended  effect;  and  the  evils,  intended  to  be  prevent- 
ed by  the  prohibitions  on  the  states,  may  all  arise  and  be- 
come irresistible  and  overwhelming  in  another  form. 

But  the  message  intimates  a doubt  whether  this  power 
over  the  coin  was  given  to  congress  to  preserve  the  people 
from  the  evils  of  paper  money,  or  only  given  to  protect  the 
government  itself.  I cannot  but  think  this  very  remarkable 
and  very  strange.  The  language  of  the  president  is,  “there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed  and  adopted  thp  con- 
stitution, having  in  immediate  view  the  depreciated  paper  of 
the  confederacy , of  which  five  hundred  dollars  in  paper  were 
at  times  equal  to  only  one  dollar  in  coin,  intended  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  evils, so  far  at  lea^t  as  related 
to  the  transactions  of  the  new  government.”  Where  is  the 
foundation  for  the  qualification  here  expressed?  On  what 
clause,  or  construction  of  any  clause,  is  it  founded?  Will 
any  gentleman  tell  me  what  there  is  in  the  constitution 
which  led  the  president,  or  which  could  lead  any  man,  to 
doubt  whether  it  was  the  purpose  of  that  instrument  to  pro- 
tect the  people,  as  well  as  the  government,  against  the  over- 
whelming evils  of  paper  money?  Is  there  a word  or  particle 
in  the  coinage  power,  or  any  other  power,  which  counte- 
nances the  notion  that  the  constitution  intended  that  there 
should  he  one  money  for  the  government,  and  another  for  the 
people;  that  government  should  have  the  means  of  protect- 
ing its  own  revenues  against  depreciated  paper,  but  should 
be  still  at  liberty  to  suffer  all  the  evils  of  such  paper  to  fall 
with  full  weight  upon  the  people?  This  is  altogether  a new 
doubt.  It  intimates  an  opinion,  which,  so  far  as  it  shall  find 
those  who  arc  ready  to  adopt  and  follow  it,  will  sap  and  un- 
dermine one  of  the  most  indispensable  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  coinage  power  is  given  to  congress  in  general 
lenns,  it  is  altogether  denied  to  the  states;  and  the  states 
are  prohibited  from  issuing  lulls  of  credit  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  or  of  any  character  whatever.  Can  any  man  hesi- 
1 ate  one  moment  to  say  that  these  provisions  are  all  intend- 
ed for  the  general  good  of  the  people?  lam  therefore  sur- 
prised at  the  language  of  the  message  in  this  particular,  and 
utterly  at  a loss  to  know  what  should  have  led  to  it,  except 
Hie  apparent  and  foregone  conclusion  ami  purpose,  of  at- 
tempting to  justify  congress  in  the  course  which  Was  about 
to  be  recommended  to  it,  of  abstaining  altogether  from  every 
endeavor  to  improve  or  maintain  the  currency,  except  so 
lar  as  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  government  itself 
were  concerned.  I repeat,  sir,  that  I should  be  obliged  to 
any  Iriend  of  the  administration,  who  would  suggest  to  me 
on  what  ground  this  doubt.,  never  expressed  before,  and  now 
so  solemnly  and  gravely  intimated,  is  supposed  to  stand.  Is 
it,  indeed,  uncertain,  is  it  mailer  of  grave  and  solemn  doubt, 
whether  the  coinage  power  itself,  so  fully  granted  to  con- 
gress, and  so  carefully  guarded  by  restraints  upon  the  states, 
had  any  further  object  than  to  enable  congress  to  furnish  a 
medium  in  which  taxes  might  he  collected? 

But  this  power  over  the  coinage  is  not  the  strongest,  nor 
The  broadest,  ground  on  whirl)  to  place  the  dul  y of  congress 
There  is  another  power  granted  to  congress,  which  seems  to 
me  to  apply  to  this  case,  directly  and  irresistibly,  and  that  is 
the  commercial  power.  The  constitution  declares  that  con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce,  not  only  with 
foreign  nations,  hut  between  the  states.  This  is  a full  and 
complete  grant,  and  mii«t  include  authority  over  every 
thing  which  is  part  of  commerce,  or  essential  to  commerce. 
And  is  not  money  essential  to  commerce?  No  man,  in  his 
senses,  can  deny  that;  and  ii  is  equally  clear,  that  whatever 
paper  is  put  forth,  with  intent  to  circulate  as  currency,  or  to 
he  used  as  money,  immediately  affects  commerce.  Bank 
notes,  in  a strict  and  technical  sense,  are  not,  indeed,  rno- 
ne\;  but,  m a general  sense,  and  often  in  a legal  sense,  they 
are  money.  They  are  substantially  money,  because  they 
perform  Hie  functions  of  money.  They  arc  not  like  bills  of 
exchange  or  common  promissory  notes,  mere  proofs  or  evi- 
dences of  debt,  but  are  treated  as  money  in  the  general 
transactions  of  society.  If  receipts  be  given  for  them,  they 
are  given  as  for  money.  They  pass  under  a legacy,  or  other 
form  o|  gift,  as  money.  And  this  character  of  hank  notps 
was  as  well  known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 


tion of  the  constitution  as  it  is  now.  The  law,  both  of  Eng- 
land and  America, .regarded  them  ns  money,  in  the  sense 
above  expressed.  II  congress,  then,  has  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  it  must  have  a control  over  that  money,  what- 
ever it  may  he,  by  which  commerce  is  actually  carried  on. 
Whether  that  money  he  coin  or  paper,  or  however  it  has 
acquired  the  character  of  money  or  currency,  if,  in  fact,  it 
Inis  become  an  actual  agent  or  instrument  in  the  perform- 
ance of  commercial  transactions,  it  necessarily  thereby  be- 
comes subject  to  the  regulation  and  control  of  congress 
I’he  regulation  of  money  is  not  so  much  an  inference  from 
the  commercial  power  conferred  on  congress,  as  it  is  a part 
of  it.  Money  is  one  of  the  things,  without  which,  in  modern 
times,  we  can  form  no  practical  idea  of  commerce.  It  is 
embraced,  therefore,  necessarily,  in  the  terms  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

But,  sir,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  proposition  which  I have 
stated,  I go  lurihei;  I insist  that  the  duty  of  congress  is  com- 
mensurate with  its  power;  that  it  has  authority  not  only  to 
regulate  and  control  that,  which  others  may  put  forth  as  mo- 
ney and  currency,  but  that  it  has  the  power,  and  is  hound  to 
perform  the  duty,  of  seeing  that  there  is  established  and 
maintained,  at  all  times,  a currency  of  general  credit,  eqni 
valent  in  value  to  specie,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  commerce 
and  the  business  of  the  people,  and  suited  to  the  existing 
circumstances  of  the  country.  Such  a currency  is  an  in- 
strument of  the  first  necessity  to  commerce,  according  to 
the  commercial  system  of  the  present  age;  and  commerce 
cannot  he  conducted,  with  full  advantage,  without  it.  It  is 
in  the  power  of  congress  to  furnish  it,  and  it  is  in  the  power 
of  nobody  else.  The  states  cannot  supply  it.  That  resource 
has  often  been  tried,  and  has  always  tailed.  1 am  no  ene- 
my to  the  state  banks;  they  may  be  very  useful  in  their 
spheres;  but  you  can  no  more  cause  them  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a national  institution,  than  you  can  turn  a satellite 
into  a primary  orb.  They  cannot  maintain  a currency  of 
equal  credit  all  over  the  country.  It  might  be  tried,  sir,  in 
your  state  of  Kentucky,  or  our  state  of  Massachusetts.  We 
may  erect  banks  on  all  the  securities  which  the  wit  of  man 
can  devise;  we  may  have  capital,  we  may  have  funds,  we 
may  have  bonds  and  mortgages,  we  may  add  the  faith  of  the 
stale,  we  may  pile  Pelion  upon  Ossa;  they  will  he  state  in- 
stitutions after  all,  and  will  not  be  able  to  support  a national 
circulation.  This  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  in 
the  sentiments  of  men.  It  is  iu  vain  to  argue  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  so,  or  to  contend  that  one  bank  may  be  as  safe  as 
another.  Experience  proves  that  it  is  so,  and  we  may  be 
assured  it  will  remain  so. 

Sir,  mine  is  not  tile  ruthless  hand  that  shall  strike  at  the 
state  banks,  nor  mine  the  tongue  that  shall  causelessly  up- 
braid them  with  treachery  or  perfidy.  I admit  their  lawful 
existence;  I admit  their  utility  in  the  circle  to  which  they 
properly  belong.  I only  say,  they  cannot  perform  a national 
part  in  the  operations  of  commerce.  A general  a,nd  univer- 
sally accredited  currency,  therefore,  is  an  instrument  of 
commerce,  which  is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  just 
advantages,  or,  in  other  words,  which  is  essential  to  its  be- 
neficial regulation.  Congress  lias  power  to  establish  it,  and 
no  other  power  can  establish  it;  and  therefore  congress  is 
bound  to  exercise  its  own  power.  It  is  an  absurdity,  on  the 
very  face  of  the  proposition,  to  allege  that  congress  shall  re- 
gulate commerce,  but  shall,  nevertheless,  abandon  to  others 
the  duty  of  maintaining  and  regulating  its  essential  means 
and  instruments.  We  have  in  ■dual  use  a mixed  currency; 
the  coin  circulating  under  the  authority  of  congress,  the 
paper  under  the  authority  of  the  states.  But  this  paper, 
though  it  fills  so  great  a portion  of  all  the  channels  of  circu- 
latiqn,  is  not  of  general  and  universal  credit;  it  is  made  up 
of  various  local  currencies,  none  of  Which  has  the  same  cre- 
dit, or  the  same  value  in  all  parts  of  the  country;  and  there- 
fore these  local  currencies  answer  but  very  loosely  and  de- 
ficiently the  purposes  of  general  currency,  and  of  remittance. 
Now,  is  it  to  he  contended  that,  there  is  no  remedy  for  this? 
Are  we  to  agree  that  the  constitution,  with  all  its  care,  cir- 
cumspection, and  wisdom,  has,  nevertheless,  left  this  great 
interest  unprovided  for?  I*  our  commercial  system  so 
lame  and  impotent?  Are  our  constitutional  provisions  and 
our  political. institutions  so  radically  defective?  I think  not, 
sir.  They  do  not  deserve  this  reproach;  and  I think  it  may 
now  he  easily  shown  that,  under  all  administrations,  from 
general  Washington’s  time  down  to  the  3d  of  March  last, 
the  government  has  fell  and  acknowledged  its  obligation,  in 
legard  to  the  currency,  to  the  full  extent  in  which  I have 
slated  it,  and  has  constantly  endeavored  to?  fulfil  that  obliga- 
tion. Allow  me  to  go  back  to  the  beginning,  and  trace  this 
matter  down  to  opr  times,  a little  in  detail. 

In  his  first  speech  to  congress,  in  1789,  having  just  then 
assumed  his  new  office,  general  Washington  recommended 
no  particular  subjects  to  the  consideration  of  congress;  but 
in  his  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  second  session,  he  sug- 
gested the  importance  of  a uniform  currency,  without  dis- 
tinguishingcoinnge  from  paper;  and  this  body,  in  its  answer, 
assured  him  that  it  was  a subject  which  should  receive  its 
attention.  Recollect,  sir,  at.  that  time,  that  there  were  state 
banks  having  notes  in  circulation,  though  they  were  very 
few.  The  first  hank  of  the  United  Siatps  was  established 
at  the  third  session  of  the  congress,  in  1791.  The  bill  tor  its 
creation  originated  in  the  senate;  tlio  debates  in  which 
were  at  that  time  not  public.  We  have,  however,  the  de- 
bates in  the  house,  we  have  the  reports  of  the  secretaries, 
and  vve  have  the  law  itself.  Lei  us  endeavor  to  learn,  from 
these  sources,  for  what  objects  this  institution  teas  created , 
and  whether  a national  currency  was  one  of  those  objects. 

Certainly,  sir,  it  must  be  admitted  that  currency  was  not 
the  only  object  in  incorporating  the  hank  of  1791.  The  go- 
government  was  new,  its  fiscal  affairs  were  nor  well  arrang- 
ed, it  was  greatly  in  debt,  and  the  political  state  of  things  at 
the  time  rendered  it  highly  probable  that  sudden  occasions 
fur  making  loans  would  arise.  That  it  might  assist  the 
operations  of  the  treasury,  therefore,  and  that  it  might  make 
those  loans  to  government,  if  pressing  occasions  should 
ari'C,  were  two  of  the  purposes,  had  iu  view  in  establishing 
the  bank.  But  it  is  equally  clear  that  there  was  a third 
purpose,  and  that  respected  commerce  and  currency.  To 
furnish  a currency  for  general  circulation,  and  to  aid  ex- 
change, was,  demonstrably,  a clear , distinct,  and  avowed  ob- 
ject in  the  creation  of  the  first,  bank. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1790,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury made  a report  to  the  house  of  representatives,  recom- 
mending a national  hank.  In  this  report  he  set  forth  the 
advantages  of  such  an  Institution;  one  of  these  advantages, 
lie  says,  consists  “in  increasing  the*  quantity  of  circulating 
medium,  and  quickening  the  circulation.”  And  he  then 
proceed-  to  observe:  “This  last  may  require  some  illustra- 
tion. When  payments  are  to  be  made  between  different 
places,  having  an  intercourse  of  business  with  each  other, 
if  there  happen  to  be  no  private  bills  at  market,  and  there 


are  no  bank  notes  which  have  a currency  in  both,  the  con- 
M-quence  is,  that  coin  must  lie  remitted.  This  is  attended 
with  trouble,  delay,  expanse,  and  risk.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
.there  are  bank  notes  current  in  both  places,  the  transmis- 
sion oi  these,  by  the  post,  or  any  other  speedy  or  convenient 
conveyance,  answers  the  purpose;  and  these  again,  in  the 
alternations  of  demand,  are  frequently  returned,  very  soon 
a It*  r,  to  the  place  whence  they  were  first  sent:  whence  the 
transportation  aud  ^transportation  of  the  metals  me  obviat- 
ed, and  a more  convenient  and  a more  expeditious  medium 
of  payment  is  substituted.” 

Is  not  this  clear  proof,  that  one  object  in  establishing  the 
bank,  in  the  opinion  o!  the  secretary,  was  the  creation  of  a 
currency  which  should  have  general  credit  throughout  the 
country,  and,  by  means  of  such  credit,  should  become,  a con- 
venient ami  expeditious  medium  of  exchange?  Currency, 
sir,  currency  and  exchange  were  then,  beyond  all  doubt, 
important  objects,  in  the  opinion  of  the  proposer  of  the  mea- 
sure, to  he  accomplished  by  the  institution.  The  debates 
which  took  place  in  the  house  of  representatives,  confirm 
the  same  idea.  Mr.  Madison,  who  objected  to  the  hill  on 
constitutional  grounds,  admitted,  nevertheless,  that  one  of 
the  advantages  of  a bank  consists  “in  facilitating  occasional 
remittances,  from  different  places  where  notes  happen  to 
circulate;”  and  Mr.  Ames,  who  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished friends  ol  the  measure,  and  who  represented  a com- 
mercial district,  enlarged  on  the  great  benefit  of  the  proposed 
institution  to  commerce.  He  insisted  that  the  intercourse 
between  the  states  could  never  be  on  a good  footing,  with- 
out an  institution  whose  paper  would  circulate  more  exten- 
sively than  that  of  any  state  bank;  and  what  lie  saw,  in  the 
future,  we  have  seen  in  the  past,  and  feel  in  the  present. 
Ollier  gentlemen,  also,  contended  that  some  such  institution 
was  necessary  in  order  to  enable  congress  to  regulate  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and,  for  that  reason,  that  it  would 
he  constitutional,  as  being  proper  means  for  a lawful  end. 

When  the  bill  had  passed  the  two  houses,  the  piesident, 
as  we  all  know, asked  the  opinion  of  his  cabinet  upon  its 
constitutionality.  The  secretary  of  state  and  the  attorney 
general  were  against  it;  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  in 
lavor  of  it;  and  among  the  grounds  on  which  he  placed  the 
right  of  congress  to  pass  the  law,  was  its  adaptation  to  the 
exercise  of  the  commercial  power,  conferred  by  the  consti- 
tution on  congress.  His  language  is:  “The  institution  ofa 
hank  has,  also,  a natural  relation  to  the  regulation  of  trade 
between  the  states,  in  so  far  as  it  is  conducive  to  the  cre- 
ation  of  a convenient  medium  of  exchange  between  them, 
and  to  the  keeping  up  a full  circulation,  by  preventing  the 
frequent  displacement  of  the  metnjs  in  reciprocal  remit- 
tances. Money  is  the  very  hinge  on  which  commerce  turns. 
And  this  does  not  mean  merely  gold  and  silver;  many  other 
things  have  served  the  purpose,  with  different  degrees  of 
utility.  Paper  has  been  extensively  employed.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be.  admitted,  with  the  attorney  general,  that  the 
regulation  of  trade  between  the  states,  as  it  concerns  the 
medium  of  circulation  and  exchange,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  confined  to  coin.”  “And  it  is,”  he  adds,  “in  reference 
to  these  general  relations  of  commerce,  that  an  establish- 
ment which  furnishes  facilities  to  circulation,  and  a conve- 
nient medium  of  exchange  and  alienation,  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a regulation  ol  trade.” 

Nothing  can  he  plainer,  sir,  than  this  language;  and  there- 
fore nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  those  who  recom- 
mended and  supported  the  first  hank,  regarded  it  as  a fit 
and  necessary  measure,  in  order  to  enable  congress  to  exer- 
cise its  important  duty  of  regulating  commerce,  arid  to  fulfil, 
especially,  that  part  of  the  duty  which  enjoined  upon  it  the 
provision  ol  a proper  and  suitable  currency  for  circulation 
and  exchange. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  rely  on  these  opinions  of  indivi- 
dual friends  .of  the  measure.  Let  the  act  speak  for  itself. 
Lei  us  look  into  it,  and  search  its  reasons  on  its  own  face. 
What  are  the  grounds  and  objects  of  the  law,  as  set  forth  in 
the  law  itself?  The  preamble  tells  us.  It  declares: 

“That  the  establishing  of  a hank  will  be  very  conducive 
to  the  successful  conducting  of  the  national  finances;  and 
will  tend  to  give  facility  to  the  obtaining  of  loans,  for  the 
use  of  government,  in  sudden  emergencies;  and  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  considerable  advantage  to  trade  and  industry  in. 
general .” 

Trade  and  industry  in  general,  therefore,  constituted  one 
distinct  and  definite object  of  the  incorporation,  if  the  law 
truly  expounds  its  own  purposes.  It  was  not  revenue  alone, 
it  was  not  the  facility  of  making  loans,  merely,  it  was  not 
mere  utility  to  government;  but,  in  addition  to  these,  it  was 
commerce,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  people,  it  was  trade 
and  business  in  general,  which,  among  other  considerations, 
formed  an  important  part  of  the  objects  of  the  incorporation. 
And  indeed,  sir,  events  proved  that  it  was  vastly  the  most 
important  part  of  alt.  What  else  did  the  first  batik  do  for 
the  government  or  the  country,  at  all  to  be  compared,  in  the 
amount  of  benefit,  to  its  influence  on  the  currency  and  the 
exchanges? 

It  is  as  clear  ns  demonstration,  therefore,  that  the  govern- 
ment, in  general  Washingion’s  time,  did  feel  itself' minimiz- 
ed by  the  constitution,  and  bound  in  duty,  to  provide  a safe 
currency,  of  general  credit,  for  circulation  and  for  exchange. 

It  did  provide  such  a currency.  It  is  remarkable  enough, 
so  comparatively  small  was  the  mere  object  of  keeping  the 
public  money,  that  no  provision  for  that  purpose  was  insert- 
ed in  the  charter;  nor  was  there  any  law  on  the  subject,  so 
far  as  I remember,  till  the  year  1800. 

The  brink  went  into  operation,  and  its  success  was  great 
and  instantaneous;  and  during  the  whole  period  of  its  exis- 
tence, there  was  no  complaint  of  the  stale  of  the  currency 
or  the  exchanges. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  what  was  it  that  gave  this  suc- 
cess to  the  new  institution?  Its  capital  was  small,  and  go- 
vernment bail  no  participation  in  its  direction;  it  was  com- 
mitted entirely  to  individual  management  and  control. 

Its  notes,  it  is  true,  were  made  receivable  in  payments  to 
government:  that  was  one  advantage.  It  had  a solid  capi- 
tal, and  its  paper  was  at  all  times  convertible  into  gold  and 
silver,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  holder:  that  was  ano- 
ther and  a most  important  ground  of  its  prosperity.  But, 
sir,  there  was  something  more  than  all  this.  There  was 
something  which  touched  men’s  sentiments, ns  well  as  their 
understandings.  There  was  a cause  which  carried  the  credit 
of  the  new-born  hank,  as  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  to  every 
quarter  and  every  extremity  of  the  country.  There  was  a 
charm,  which  created  trust,  and  faith,  and  reliance,  not  only 
in  the  great  marts  of  commerce,  hut  in  every  corner  into 
which  money,  in  any  form,  could  penetrate.  That  cause 
was  its  nationality  of  character.  It  had  the  broad  seal  of 
the  union  to  its  charter.  It  was  the  institution  of  the  nation, 
established  by  that  new  government,  which  the  people  al- 
ready loved;  and  it  was  known  to  be  designed  to  revive  and 
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foster  that  commerce,  which  had  so  long  been  prostrate  and 
lifeless. 

Mr.  President,  let  it  he  borne  in  mind  that  I am  not  now 
arguing  the  constitutionality,  or  present  expediency  of  a 
bank  ol  the  United  Slates.  My  sentiments  are  already  well 
known  on  that  subject;  and,  if  they  were  not,  the  subject  is 
not  now  before  us. 

But  I have  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  first  bank,  and 
examined  the  grounds  on  which,  and  the  purposes  for 
which,  it  was  first  established,  in  order  to  show  the  fact, 
that  this  government,  from  the  first,  has  acknowledged  the 
important  duty  and  obligation  of  providing  for  currency  and 
exchange,  as  part  of  the  necessary  regulation  of  commerce. 
1 do  not  mean,  at  present,  to  say  that  a bank  is  the  only,  or 
the  indispensable,  means  by  which  this  duty  can  and  must 
be  performed,  although  [ certainly  think  it  the  best.  Yet  l 
will  not  set  limits  to  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  gentlemen, 
in  the  invention  and  adaptation  of  means.  If  they  do  not 
like  a bank,  let  them  try  whatever  they  do  like.  If  they 
know  a better  instrument,  or  agent,  let  them  use  it.  But  l 
maintain  that  the  performance  of  the  duty,  by  some  means, 
or  some  instrument,  or  some  agent,  is  indispensable;  and 
that  so  long  as  it  shall  be  neglected,  so  long  the  commerce 
and  business  of  the  country  must  suffer. 

The  history  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  mani- 
fests, as  clearly  as  that  of  the  first,  that  the  government,  in 
creating  it,  was  acting,  avowedly,  in  executiou  of  its  duty, 
in  regard  to  the  currency.  Fiscal  aid,  except  so  far  as  the 
furnishing  of  a currency  was  concerned,  was  hardly  thought 
of.  Its  bills  were  made  receivable  for  revenue,  indeed;  hut 
that  provision,  as  far  as  it  wPnf,  was  obviously  a provision 
for  currency.  Currency  for  the  revenue,  however,  was  not 
the  leading  object.  The  leading  object  was  currency  for  the 
country. 

The  condition  of  things,  at  that  time,  was  very  much  like 
that  which  now  exists.  The  revenue  of  the  government 
was  entirely  adequate  to  all  its  wants;  but  its  operations 
were  all  obstructed  by  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and 
the  people  were  as  bad  off  as  the  government.  The  banks, 
or  most  of  them,  had  suspended  payments.  Their  paper 
was  depreciated,  in  various  degrees:  the  exchanges  were  nil 
disordered,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country  thrown  into 
confusion.  Government  and  people  were  all  rich;  but,  with 
all  their  riches,  they  had  no  money.  Both  might  apply  to 
themselves  what  Mr.  Addison,  being  a much  readier  writer 
than  speaker,  said  of  himself,  when  he  observed,  that  al- 
though lie  could  draw  for  a thousand  pounds,  he  had  not  a 
guinea  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  Madison,  at  that  time,  was  president  of  the  United 
States.  lie  had  been  one  of  the  opposers  of  the  first  bank, 
on  constitutional  grounds,  but  he  had  yielded  his  own  opi- 
nions to  the  general  sentiment  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
consideration  that  the  power  had  been  established  and  exer- 
cised. He  was  not  a man  who  carried  his  respect  for  him- 
self, and  his  own  opinions, so  far  as  to  overcome  his  respect 
for  all  other  men’s  judgments.  Wise  men,  sir,  are  some- 
times wise  enough  to  surrender  their  own  opinions,  or  at 
least  to  see  that  there  is  a time  when  questions  must  be  con- 
sidered as  settled.  Mr.  Madison  was  one  of  these.  In  his 
annual  message,  in  December,  1815,  be  says: 

“The  arrangements  of  the  finances,  with  a view  to  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  a permanent  peace  establish- 
ment, will  necessarily  enter  into  the  deliberations  of  con- 
gress during  the  present  session.  1 1 is  irue,  that  the  improv- 
ed condition  of 'the  public  revenue  will  not  only  afford  the 
means  of  maintaining  the  faith  of  the  government  with  its 
creditors  inviolate,  and  of  prosecuting  successfully  the  mea- 
sures of  the  most  liberal  nolicy,  but  will  also  justify  an  im- 
mediate alleviation  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  war.  It  is,  however,  essentia!  to  every  modifica- 
tion of  the  finances,  that  the  benefits  of  a uniform  national 
currency  should  be  restored  to  the  community.  The  absence 
of  the  precious  metals  will,  it  is  believed,  be  a temporary 
evil;  but,  until  they  can  again  be  rendered  the  general  me- 
dium of  exchange,  it  devolves  on  the  wisdom  ol  congress  to 
provide  a substitute,  which  shall  equally  engage  the  confi- 
dence, and  accommodate  the  wants  of  the  citizens  through- 
out the  union.  It  the  operation  of  the  stale  banks  cannot 
produce  this  result,  the  probable  operation  of  a national 
bank  will  merit  consideration;  and  if  neither  of  these  expe- 
dients be  deemed  effectual,  it  may  become  necessary  to  as- 
certain the  terms  upon  which  the  notes  of  the  government 
(no  longer  required  ns  ah  instrument  of  credit)' shall  be  is- 
sued, upon  motives  of  general  policy,  as  a common  medi- 
um of  circulation.” 

Here,  sir,  is  the  express  recommendation  to  congress  to 
provide  a “national  currency,”  a paper  currency,  a uni- 
form currency,  for  the  uses  of  the  community,  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  precious  metals,  and  as  a medium  of  exchange. 
Jl  devolves  on  congress,  says  Mr.  Madison,  to  provide. such 
a substitute  as  shall  engage  the  confidence  and  accommodate 
the  wants  of  the  citizens  throughout  the  union;  and  if  the 
suite  banks  cannot  produce  this  result,  a national  bank  will 
merit  consideration.  Can  language  be  more  explicit?  Cur- 
rency, national  currency,  currency  for  exchange,  currency 
which  shall  accommodate  all  the  pimple,  is  the  great  and 
leading,  and,  1 may  add,  the  sole  and  single  object  of  the 
recommendation. 

Contrast  now,  sir.  this  language,  and  these  sentiments, 
with  those  of  the  message  before  us.  Did  Mr.  Madison  con- 
fine his  recommendation  to  such  measures  of  relief  as  might 
be  useful  to  government  merely?  Did  lie  look  exclusively  to 
the  treasury?  Did  he  content  himself  with  suggesting  a pro- 
per medium  for  the  receipt  of  revenue,  or  a proper  deposit!* 
lor  its  safe-keeping?  Far  otherwise.  His  view  was  general, 
statesmanlike, and  fitted  to  the.  exigency  of  the  times.  The 
existing  evil  was  one  which  afflicted  the  whole  country:  and 
the  remedy  proposed  by  him  was,  as  it  should  have  been, 
commensurate  with  the  whole  evil.  And, sir,  what  a shock 
it  would  have  produced  at  that  time,  if  Mr.  Madison,  seeing 
i he  prostrate  state  of  commerce  and  business  all  around 
him,  had  recommended  to  congress  to  do  nothing  in  the 
world  but  to  lake  care  that  the  taxes  were  colltcled,  and 
those  in  the  employment  of  the  government  well  paid. 

Well,  sir,  what  was  done  with  this  message?  Why,  sir,  the 
house  of  representative?  resolved  “that  so  much  of  the  pre- 
sident’s message  as  related  to  a uniform  national  currency, 
should  bereferied  to  a se.lect  committee.”  Such  a commit- 
tee was  raised,  and  the  honorable  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  placed  at  its  head,  as  lie  well  deserved  to  be,  from 
his  standing  in  the  house,  and  his  well  known  opinions,  on 
this  subject.  The  honorable  member  was  thus  at  the  head 
of  a committee,  appointed,  not  on  the  subject  of  a revenue 
currency,  or  a currency  for  government,  bin  a uniform  na- 
tional currency;  and,  to  effect  the  great  object  of  this  ap- 
pointment, he  brought  in  a bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  Slates. 


As  had  been  the  case  formerly,  so  on  this  occasion,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  made  a repot  t on  the  subject.  And 
now  hear,  sir,  what  he  says  of  the  duly  of  congress  to  pro- 
vide a national  currency,  and  of  the  objects  which  he  pro- 
poses by  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

“The  constitutional  and  legal  foundation  of  the  monetary 
system  of  the  United  States  is  thus  distinctly  seen;  and  the 
power  ol  Hie  federal  government  to  institute  and  regulate 
it,  whether  the  circulating  medium  consist  of  coin,  or  of 
bills  of  credit,. must,  in  its  general  policy,  as  well  as  in  the 
terms  of  its  investment,  be  deemed  an  exclusive  power.  It 
is  true,  that  a system  depending  upon  the  agency  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  will  be  affected  by  the  various  circumstances 
which  diminish  their  quantity,  or  deteriorate  their  quality. 
The  coin  of  a state  sometimes  vanishes  under  the  influence 
of  political  alarms;  sometimes  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
plosion of  mercantile  speculations;  and  sometimes  by  the 
drain  of  an  unfavorable  course  of  trade.  But,  whenever 
the  emergency  occurs  that  demands  a change  of  system,  it 
seems  necessarily  to  follow  that  the  authority  which  was 
alone  competent  to  establish  the  national  coin,  is  alone 
competent  to  create  a national  substitute.  It  has  happened, 
however,  that  the  coin  of  the  United  States  has  ceased  to 
be  the  circulating  medium  of  exchange,  and  that  no  substi- 
tute has  hitherto  been  provided  by  the  national  authority.— 
During  the  last  year  the  principal  banks  established  south 
and  west  of  New  England,  resolved  that  they  would  no  lon- 
ger issue  coin  in  payment  of  their  notes,  or  of  the  drafts  of 
their  customers  for  money  received  upon  deposits.  In  this 
act  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  participa- 
tion; and  ypt  the  immediate  effect  of  the  act  was  to  super- 
sede the  only  legal  currency  of  the  nation.  By  this  act,  al- 
though no  stale  can  constitutionally  emit  bills  of  credit,  cor- 
porations, erweted  by  the  several  slates,  have  been  enabled 
to  circulate  a paper  medium,  subject  to  many  of  the  practi- 
cal inconveniences  of  the  prohibited  bills  of  credit. 

“Of  the  services  rendered  to  the  government  by  some  of 
the  stale  banks,  during  the  late  war,  and  of  the  liberality 
by  which  some  of  them  are  actuated  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  treasury,  justice  requires  ari  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment. It  is  a fact,  however,  incontestably  proved,  that  those 
institutions  cannot,  at  this  time,  be  successfully  employed 
to  furnish  a uniform  national  currency.  The  failure  of  one 
attempt  to  associate  them,  with  that  view,  has  already  been 
slated.  Another  attempt,  by  their  agency  in  circulating  trea- 
sury notes,  to  overcome  tlte  inequalities  of  the  exchanges, 
has  only  been  partially  successful.  And  a plan  recently  pro- 
posed, with  the  design  to  curtail  the  issues  of  bank  notes, 
to  fix  the  public  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  banks,  and  to  give  to  each  bank  a legitimate 
share  in  the  circulation,  is  not  likely  to  receive  the  general 
sanction  of  the  banks.  The  truth  is,  that  the  charter  re- 
strictions of  some  of  the  banks,  the  mutual  relation  and  de- 
pendatice  of  the  banks  of  the  same  stale,  and  even  of  the 
banks  of  the  different  states,  and  the  duty  which  the  direc- 
tors of  each  bank  conceive  they  owe  to  their  immediate 
constituents,  upon  points  of  security  or  emolument,  inter- 
pose an  insuperable  obstacle  to  any  voluntary  arrangement, 
upon  national  considerations  alone,  for  the  establishment  of 
a national  medium  through  the  agency  of  the  slate  banks.” 

“The  establishment  of  a national  bank  is  regarded  .is  the 
best,  and  perhaps  the  only  adequate  resource,  to  relieve  the 
country  and  the  government  from  the  present  embarrass- 
ment. Authorized  to  issue  notes,  which  will  be  received 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  the  circulation  of  its 
issues  will  be  .co-extensive  with  the  union;  and  there  will 
exist  a constant  demand,  bearing  a just  proportion  to  the  an- 
nual amount  of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  be  collected,  inde- 
pendent of  the  general  circulation  for  commercial  and  so- 
cial purposes.  A national  bank  will,  therefore,  possess  the 
means  and  the  opportunity  of  supplying  a circulating  medi- 
um, of  equal  use  and  value  iu  every  state,  and  in  every  dis- 
trict of  every  state.” 

“The  power  of  the  government  to  supply  and  maintain  a 
paper  medium  of  exchange,  will  not  be.  questioned;  but,  for 
the  introduction  of  that  medium,  there  must  be  an  adequate 
motive.  ” 

“Upon  the  whole,  the  state  of  the  national  currency,  and 
other  important  considerations  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury,  render  it  a duly  respectfully  to  pro- 
pose— that  a national  bank  be  established.” 

This  language,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  explicit  enough, 
both  in  regard  to#he  power  and  the  duty;  and  the  whole  re- 
port bears  very  little  resemblance,  most  certainly,  to  the  of- 
ficial paper  from  the  treasury  department  now  before  us. 

When  the  bill  was  called  up,  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina  explained  its  objects  in  an  able  speech.  He. 
showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  a national  currency;  the 
power  of  congress  over  such  currency,  whether  metallic  or 
paper;  and  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  establishing  a 
bank,  as  the  best  means  of  exercising  these  powers  and  ful- 
filling these  duties.  1 agreed  then,  and  I agree  now,  to  the 
general  sentiments  expressed  in  tint  speech,  heartily  and 
entirely.  I would  refer  to  it,  on  this  occasion,  both  as  an 
able  argument  and  a high  authority;  and  beg  to  adopt  it  as 
setting  forth,  in  a strong  light,  the  sentiments  which  I am 
now  endeavoring  to  enforce. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  rose  to  make  an  explanation.  He  said 
that  he  never  saw  the  reporter’s  notes  of  his  speech  on  that 
occasion’,  and,  therefore,  what  he  did  say,  may  not  have 
been  what  he  would  have  said.  There  were  points  of  omis- 
sion in  that  speech,  which  occupied  a column  and  a half  of 
the.  National  Intelligencer.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  took  care 
then,  as  now,  to  fortify  himself,  and  leave  a road  open  to 
oppose,  at  any  coming  time,  a national  bank.  He  then  said 
that  lie  was  opposed  to  a hank,  but  that  he  submitted  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  There  was  then  a connexion  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  banks;  and  if  the  govern- 
ment had  a right  to  regulate  the  currency,  there  was  no 
means  of  doing  it  but  by  a national  bank.  He  had,  both 
then  and  since  then,  contended  that  government  had  no 
right  to  have  any  connexion  with  any  banks.  In  his  opinion, 
the  United  States  bank  (which  he  then  advocated  and  as- 
sisted to  establish)  was  not  established  according  to  the 
constitution.  Congress  had  no  right  to  establish  such  a 
bank.  He  acted  contrary  to  his  own  impressions  of  right. 
Many  people  may  do  things  which  they  do  not  believe  to  be 
lawful,  from  necessity.  He  acted  from  necessity.] 

Mr.  Webster,  resuming  his  remarks,  said,  he  thought  the 
gentleman  had  said,  formerly,  that  iu  consequence  of  the 
decision  of  the  question,  he  felt  thenceforward  precluded 
from  opposing  the  bank  as  being  unconstitutional. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  again  explained:  He  (Mr.  C.)  thought  the 
connexion  between  government  and  banks  was  now  broken, 
and  that  set  him  at  liberty;  so  that  now  he  could  oppose 
what  he  had  then,  and  since,  earnestly  advocated.] 


It  is  not  my  desire,  sir,  to  hold  the  gentleman  to  a report 
of  his  speech,  which  lie  may  choose,  even  now,  to  disclaim. 

I have  never  heard  of  his  disclaiming  it  before;,  and  even 
now,  sir,  I do  not  understand  him  as  being  desirous  of  re- 
tracting or  denying  any  thing  contained  in  the  printed  report 
of  Ins  speech,  respecting  the  importance  of  a uniform  na- 
tional currency.  That  topic  makes  up  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  his  whole  speech.  It  was  the  topic  of  the  occa- 
sion; it  was  the  express  purpose  for  which  his  committee 
had  been  raised,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the 
whole  proceedings  was  gone  into.  It  was  all  currency, cur- 
rency, currency;  and  whether  the  gentleman  now  thinks 
the  law  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  he  cannot  deny 
that  his  own  object,  and  the  object  of  congress,  was  to  fur- 
nish a circulating  medium  for  the  country.  And  here  again, 
so  unimportant,  relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or  depo- 
sile  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bank,  that  the  bill,  as  ori- 
ginally introduced,  contained  no  provision  for  that  object. — 

A section  was  afterwards  introduced,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  with  the  bank,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury should,  at  any  time,  otherwise  order  and  direct;  a re- 
servation of  power  to  the  secretary,  which,  as  I think,  and 
always  have  thought,  was  greatly  abused,  by  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  in  1833. 

By  reference  to  the  debates,  sir,  it  will  be  found  that  other 
friends  of  the  measure  followed  up  the  general  ideas  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  supported 
the  bank,  as  a necessary  agent  or  instrument  for  establish- 
ing, anew,  a national  currency,  for  the  uses  of  commerce 
and  exchange. 

The  operation  of  the  joint  resolution  of  April,  1816,  aided, 
no  doubt  in  a proper  degree,  by  the  institution  of  the  bank, 
and  the  currency  which  it  furnished,  accomplished  the  great 
end  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  and,  for  a long 
period,  we  had  no  further  trouble  with  the  currency. 

And  I now  proceed  to  say,  sir,  that  the  late  president  of 
the  United  States  has  acknowledged  this  duty,  as  often,  and 
as  fully  and  clearly,  as  any  of  his  predecessors.  His  various 
admissions,  or  recognitions,  of  this  obligation,  are  too  recent 
and  loo  fresh  in  every  one’s  recollection,  to  require,  or  to  jus- 
tify particular  citation.  All  the  evils  we  now  feel,  indeed, 
xv e have  encountered  in  the  search  after  a belter  currency.  It 
has  been  in  the  avowed  attempt  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
government,  connected  with  the  circulation,  that  the  late 
administration  has  led  us  to  where  we  now  are.  The  very 
first  charge  that  the  late  president  ever  brought  against  the 
bank,  was,  that  it  had  not  maintained  a sound  and  uniform, 
currency.  Most  persons,  probably,  will  think  the  charge 
quite  unfounded;  yet  this  was  the  charge.  Its  dereliction 
of  duty,  or  its  want  of  ability  to  perform  what  had  been  ex- 
pected from  it — its  failure,  in  some  way,  to  maintain  a good 
currency,  was  the  original  professed  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion. And  when  the  bill  for  rechartering  the  bank  was  ne- 
gatived, it  was  not  on  the  ground  that  government  had  no-  1 
thing  to  do  with  the  national  currency,  but  that  a better 
provision  for  it  might  be  made,  than  we  had  in  the  bank. — 

The  duty  was  not  to  be  disclaimed,  or  thrown  off,  or  ne- 
glected; new  agents,  only,  were  to  be  employed,  that  it 
might  he  better  performed.  The  stale  banks  would  do  bet- 
ter than  the  national  bank  had  done;  the  president  was  con- 
fident of  this,  and  therefore  he  rejected  the  national  bank  '■ 
as  an  agent,  and  adopted  the  state  banks.  And  what  he  so 
constantly  promised  us  would  happen,  he  as  resolutely 
maintained,  afterwards,  had  happened.  Down  to  his  last  :i 
message,  down  to  the  last  hour  of  his  administration,  he  in- 
sisted upon  it  that  the  state  bank?  had  fulfilled  all  his  ex- 
pectations, and  all  their  own  duties;  and  had  enabled  the 
government  to  accomplish,  in  the  very  best  manner,  the  j 
great  and  important  objects  of  currency  and  exchange.  We 
have  the  same  head  of  the  treasury,  sir,  who  has  repeated 
and  echoed  all  these  statements,  whether  of  prophecy  or 
fulfilment,  in  successive  reports,  some  of  them  not  less 
tersely  and  intelligibly  written  than  that  now  before  us;  and 
we  have  heads  of  other  departments,  who  concurred,  I pre- 
sume, from  time  to  time,  in  the  original  statements,  and  in 
the  faithful  echoes  of  them,  from  the  treasury.  All  these 
functionaries  have  been  laboring  with  the  utmost  zeal,  as 
they  professed,  to  perform  their  constitutional  obligation  of 
furnishing  the  country  with  a good  currency,  with  a better 
currency,  with  the  best  currency;  and  they  have  dragged 
congress,  dragged  the  country,  and  dragged  themselves,  into 
difficulty,  perplexity,  and  distress,  in  this  long  and  hot  pur- 
suit. And  now,  behold,  they  draw  up  all  at  once,  and  de- 
clare Hint  the  object  of  all  this  toil  ami  struggle,  is  one  with 
which  they  have  nothing  at  all  to  do! 

But,  as  the  last  message  of  the  late  president  was  loud 
and  warm  in  its  praises  of  the  state  banks,  for  the  good 
services  which  they  rendered  to  currency  and  exchange,  so, 
no  doubt,  would  the  first  message  of  the  present  president 
have  commended,  with  equal  earnestness,  the  success  with 
which  government  had  been  able,  by  means  of  the  state 
banks,  to  disehaige  this  important  part  of  its  duties,  if  the 
events  of  May  list  had  not  left  that  subject  no  longer  a topic  | 
of  felicitation.  By  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  all  | 
was  changed.  The  duty  of  government  was  changed,  and  l 
tile  constitution  was  changed  also.  Government  was  now 
to  give  up  and  abandon  forever,  that  very  thing  which  had 
been  the  professed  object  of  its  most  assiduous  care,  and  [ 
most  earnest  pursuit,  for  eight  long  and  arduous  years! 

Mr.  President,  when  I heard  of  the  suspension  of  the  [ 
banks,  I was  by  the  side  of  the  Ohio,  on  a journey,  in  the 
course  of  which  I had  occasion,  frequently  to  express  my 
opinion  on  this  new  state  of  thing*;  and  those  who  may  I 
have  heard  me,  or  noticed  my  remarks,  will  bear  witness  l 
that  I constantly  expressed  the  opinion  that  a new  era  had  j 
commenced;  that  a question  of  principle,  and  a question  of 
the  highest  importance,  had  arisen,  or  would  immediately  f 
arise;  that,  hereafter,  the  dispute  would  not  be  so  much  i 
about  means  as  ends;  that  the  extent  of  the  constitutional  j 
obligation  of  the  government,  would  be  controverted;  in  i 
short,  that  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  duly  of  congress 
to  concern  itself  with  the  national  currency,  must,  inevita-  | 
bly,  become  the  leading  topic  of  the  times.  So  1 thought, 
whenever  I had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  my  fellow  eiti 
zens,  and  so  I feel  and  think  now.  I said  often  on  these 
occasions,  and  Isay  now,  that  it  is  a question  which  the 
people,  by  the.  regular  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  I 
must  decide.  The  subject  is  one  of  so  much  permanent  im- 
portance, and  public  men  have  become  so  committed,  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other,  that  the  decision  must,  as  I think, 
be  made  hv  the  country.  We  see  an  entirely  new  state  of 
things.  We  behold  new  and  untried  principles  of  adminis- 
tration advanced  and  adopted.  We  witness  an  avowed  and  i 
bold  rejection  of  the  policy  hitherto  always  prevailing.  The  I 
government  has  come,  not  to  a pause,  but  to  a revulsion. — 

It  not  only  stops,  bu  it  starts  back;  it  abandons  the  course 
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which  it  Ims  been  pursuing  for  near  fifty  years,  and  it  re- 
proaches itself  with  having  been  acting  all  that  time,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  its  constitutional  power. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  sir,  that  the  message,  the 
bill,  and  the  amendment,  taken  together,  deny,  in  substance, 
that  this  government  has  any  power  or  duty  connected  with 
the  currency,  or  the  exchanges,  beyond  the  mere  regulation 
of  the  coins. 

Ami,  sir,  is  ibis  not  true?  We  are  to  judge  of  the  message 
by  wliat  it  omits,  as  well  as  by  what  it  proposes.  Congress 
is  called  together  in  a great  commercial  crisis.  The  whole 
business  of  the  country  is  arrested  by  a sudden  disorder  of 
the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed?  Any  tiling  to  restore 
this  currency?  Any  thing,  with  a direct  view  of  producing 
me  resumption  of  payment  by  the  banks?  Is  a single  mea- 
sure offered,  or  suggested,  the  main  purpose  of  which  is  ge- 
neral relief  to  the  country?  Notone.  No,  sir,  not  one.  The 
administration  confines  its  measures  to  the  government  it- 
self. It  proposes  a loan,  hy  the  means  of  treasury  notes,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue;  and  it  proposes 
secure  vaults,  and  strong  boxes,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  moneys;  and  here  its  paternal  care  ends.  Does  the 
message  propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  main  evil 
of  the  times?  Seeing  that  that  evil  is  one  affecting  the  cur- 
rency, does  the  message,  like  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  1815, 
address  itself  directly  to  that  point,  and  recommend  mea- 
sures of  adequate  relief?  No  such  thing.  It  abstains  from 
all  general  relief.  It  looks  out  for  the  interest  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  a government;  and  it  looks  no  further.  Sir, 
let  me  turn  to  the  message  itself,  to  show  that  all  its  recom- 
mendations, and,  indeed,  all  the  objects  in  calling  congress 
together,  are  confined  to  the  narrow  and  exclusive  purpose 
of  relieving  the  wants  of  government. 

The  president  says,  that  the  regulations  established  by 
congress,  for  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys,  having  become  inoperative  by  the  suspension  ol 
payment  by  the  hanks;  and  apprehending  that  the  same 
cause  would  so  diminish  the  revenue,  that  the  receipts  into 
the  treasury  would  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  government;  and  as  questions  were  also  expected  to 
arise,  respecting  the  October  instalment  of  the  deposite  to 
the  states,  and  doubting  whether  government  would  be  able 
to  pay  its  creditors  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  according  to 
law,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  congress  together. — 
These  are  the  reasons  for  calling  congress.  They  are  all 
the  reasons;  and  they  all  have  exclusive  regard  to  the  go- 
vernment itself. 

In  the  next  place,  let  us  see  what  measures  the  message 
recommends  to  congress.  In  its  own  language,  the  objects 
demanding  its  attention  are — 

“To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  moneys;  to  designate  the  funds  to 
be  received  and  paid  hy  the  government;  to  enable  thu  trea- 
sury to  meet  promptly  every  demand  upon  it;  lo  prescribe 
the  t>-rms  of  indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be 
adopted,  as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  iu  withdrawing  it  from  former  deposi- 
tories.,J 

These  are  all  the  objects  recommended  particularly  to 
the  care  of  congress;  and  the  enumeration  of  them  is  fol- 
lowed by  a general  suggestion  thtt  congress  will  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. This  whole  enumeration,  it  is  obvious,  is  confined  to 
Hie  wants  and  convenience  of  the  government  itself. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  on  what  grounds  it  is,  that  the 
message  refrains  from  recommending  measures  of  general 
relief.  The  president  says — 

“It  was  not  designed  hy  the  constitution  that  the  govern- 
ment should  assume  the  management  of  domestic  or  foreign 
exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  authorized  to  regulate,  by  law, 
the  commerce  between  the  states,  and  to  provide  a general 
standard  of  value  or  medium  of  exchange  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver; but  it  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the  trans- 
fer of  their  funds,  otherwise  Ilian  through  the  facilities  af- 
forded by  the  post  olfice  department.  As  justly  might  it  be 
called  on  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  their  merchan- 
dise.” 

And  again: 

“If,  therefore,  I refrain  from  suggesting  to  congress  any 
specific  plan  lor  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  country,  re- 
lieving mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfering  with  the 
ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domestic  commerce,  it  is 
from  a conviction  that  such  measures  are  not  within  the 
constitutional  province  of  the  general  government,  and  that 
their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  permanent 
welfare  of  those  they  might  he  designed  to  aid.” 

The  president,  then,  sir,  declines  to  recommend  any  mea- 
sure for  i lie  relief  of  commerce,  for  the  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency, or  for  the  benefit  of  exchanges. on  the  avowed  ground, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  such  measures  are  not  within  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress.  He  is  distinct  and  explicit, 
and  no  far  enlilled  to  credit,  lie  denies,  broadly  and  flatly, 
that  there  is  any  authority  in  this  government  to  regulate  the 
currency,  and  the  exchanges,  beyond  its  care  of  the  coin. 
The  question,  then,  is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  be  misun- 
derstood; and  we  are  now  to  see  how  congress,  and,  what  is 
much  more  important,  how  the  country  will  settle  it. 

Mr.  President,  if,  in  May  last,  when  specie  payments 
were  suspended,  the  president  of  one  of  the  banks  had  called 
his  council  of  directors  together,  informed  them  that  their 
affairs  were  threatened  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  their  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  be  able  to  pay 
their  creditors  in  specie,  and  recommended  such  measures  as 
he  thought  their  interest  required;  his  policy,  in  all  this, 
would  have  been  no  more  exclusively  confined  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  corporation,  than  the  policy  of  the  message  is 
confined  to  the  interests  of  this  great  corporation  of  govern- 
ment. Roth  in  practice,  therefore,  and  on  principle,  in  re- 
ality, and  avowedly,  the  administration  abandons  the  cur- 
rency to  its  fate.  It  surrenders  all  care  over  it.,  declines  all 
concern  about  it,  and  denies  that  it  has  any  duly  connected 
wiili  it. 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  thi=:  Shall  one  of  the 
great  powers  of  the  constitution,  a power  essential  to  it,  on 
any  just  plan  or  theory  of  government,  a power  which  has 
been  exercised  from  the  beginning,  a power  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ail'd  indispensable  to  the  proper  regulation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  be  now  surrendered  and  aban- 
doned forever?  To  ibis  point  we  have  come,  sir,  after  pur- 
suing the  “experiment”  of  the  late  administration  for  five 
years.  And  from  this  point,  I am  persuaded,  the  country 
will  movp,  and  move  strongly,  in  one  direction  or  another. 
We  shall  either  go  over  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  and 
■sutler  him  to  embrace  us  iu  his  gold  and  silver  arms,  and  hug 
us  to  his  hard  money  breast;  or  we  shall  return  to  the  long 
fried,  well  approved,  and  constitutional  practice  of  the  go- 
vernment. 


As  to  the  employment  of  the  slate  banks,  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  currency,  and  carrying  on  the  operations 
of  exchange,  I certainly  never  had  any  confidence  in  that 
system,  and  have  none  now. 

1 think  the  slate  banks  can  never  furnish  a medium  for 
circulation,  which  shall  have  universal  credit,  and  be  of 
equal  value  everywhere. 

1 think  they  have  no  powers,  or  faculties  which  can  ena- 
ble them  to  restrain  excessive  issues  ol  paper. 

1 think  their  respective  spheres  of  action  are  so  limited, 
and  their  currencies  so  local,  that  they  can  never  accomplish 
what  is  desired  in  relation  lo  exchanges. 

Still,  I prefer  the  employment  of  state  banks  to  the  pro- 
ject before  us;  because  it  is  less  of  a ■project. ; because  it  is 
less  dangerous;  and,  chiefly,  because  it  does  not  surrender, 
effectually  and  in  terms,  a great  power  of  the  constitution. 

In  every  respect,  this  project  is  objectionable.  It  is  but 
another  “experiment;”  and  those  who  recommend  it  so 
zealously,  were  the  authors  of  the  last,  and  were  equally 
full  of  confidence  and  assurance  in  regard  to  that. 

Who  invite  us  to  try  this  experiment?  What  voices  do 
we  hear  raised  in  its  recommendation?  Are  they  not  the 
well  known  voices  which  we  hear  raised  in  its  recommen- 
dation? Are  they  not  the  well  known  voices  which  we 
heard  so  often  when  the  late  “experiment”  was  begun?  We 
know  of  but  one  accession.  The  voice  of  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  is  heard,  it  is  true,  now  ming- 
ling with  the  general  strain;  and  that  is  all.  Where,  then, 
is  the  ground  for  confidence  in  this  experiment,  more  than 
there  was  for  it  in  the  Iasi? 

This  scheme,  too,  is  against  all  our  usages,  and  all  our 
habits.  Ii  locks  up  the  revenue,  under  bolts  and  bars,  from 
the  lime  of  collection  to  the  time  of  disbursement.  Our 
practice  has  been  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  a useful  prac- 
tice. In  1833,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  admonished  the 
deposite  banks,  since  they  had  obtained  the  custody  of  the 
public  funds,  to  accommodate  the  public,  to  loan  freely,  es- 
pecially to  importing  merchants.  And  now,  a system  is  pro- 
posed lo  us,  according  to  which,  any  useof  the  public  funds, 
iiy  way  of  loan  or  accommodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a 
criminal  offence,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  indictment!  Ad- 
mirable, admirable  consistency! 

But  the  great  objection  to  the  measure,  that  which  so 
much  diminishes  the  importance  of  all  other  objections,  is 
its  abandonment  of  the  duty  of  government.  The  character 
of  this  project  is  the  severance  of  the  government  from  the 
people.  This,  like  the  mark  of  Cain,  is  branded  on  its  fore- 
head. Government  separated  itself,  not  from  the  banks 
merely,  but  from  the  community.  It  withdraws  its  care,  it 
denies  its  protection,  it  renounces  its  own  high  duties.  I 
am  against  the  project,  therefore,  iu  principle  and  iu  detail; 

I am  for  new  experiments;  but  I am  for  a sound  currency 
for  the  country.  And  I mean  by  this,  a convertible  curren- 
cy, so  far  as  it  consists  of  paper.  I differ,  altogether,  in  this 
respect,  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Mere 
government  paper,  not  payable  otherwise  than  hy  being  re- 
ceived for  taxes,  has  no  pretence  to  be  called  a currency. 
Alter  all  that  can  be  said  about  it,  such  paper  is  mere  paper 
money.  1 1 is  nothing  but  bills  of  credit.  1 1 always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be,  depreciated.  Sir,  we  want  specie,  and 
we  want  paper,  of  uni versal  credit,  and  which  is  convertible 
into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  holder.  That  system  of  cur- 
rency, the  experience  of  the  world,  and  our  own  experience 
have  both  fully  approved. 

I maintain,  sir,  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  entitled, 
at  the  hand  of  Hus  government,  to  a sound,  safe,  and  uni- 
form cm  reney.  I f they  agree  with  me,  they  will  themselves 
say  so.  They  will  say,  “it  is  our  right;  we  have  enjoyed  it 
for ty  years;  it  is  practicable,  it  is  necessary  to  our  prosperity, 
it  is  the  duty  of  government  to  furnish  ii;  we  ought  to  have 
it,  we  can  have  it,  and  we  will  have  it.” 

The  language  of  the  administration,  on  the  other  hand,  is, 
“good  masters,  you  arc  mistaken.  You  have  no  such  light. 
You  are  entitled  to  no  such  thing  from  us.  The  constitution 
has  been  misunderstood.  We  have  suddenly  found  out  its 
true  meaning.  A new  light  has  flashed  upon  us.  It  is  no 
business  of  ours  to  furnish  a national  currency.  You  can- 
not have  it,  and  you  will  not  get  it.” 

Air.  President,  I have  thus  slated  what  l think  to  be  the 
real  question  now  before  the  country.  I trust  myself,  cheer- 
fully, to  the  result.  I am  willing  to  abide  the  test  of  time, 
and  the  ultimate  judgment  of  the  people;  lor  it  is  a senti- 
ment deeply  infused  into  rue,  it  is  a conviction  which  per- 
vades every  faculty  I possess,  that  there  cm  be  no  settled 
and  permanent  prosperity  to  the  commerce  and  business  of 
the  country,  until  the  constitutional  duty  of  government,  in 
regard  to  the  currency,  be  honestly  and  faithfully  fulfilled. 

I shall  detain  the  senate,  sir,  with  a few  remarks  only  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchanan.'] 

The  gentleman  has  met  the  question  fairly.  He  denies 
that  there  is  any  power  or  duty  belonging  to  this  government, 
such  as  I have  attempted  to  maintain.  He  denies  that  it  is 
incumbent  on  congress  to  maintain  a sound  and  uniform 
currency,  or  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  currency  or  ex- 
change, beyond  the  regulation  of  coin . lam  glad  to  see  the 
honorable  member  take  this  distinct  ground.  All  see  now 
what  the  question  is. 

'Pbe  gentleman  remarked,  that  I had  abandoned  that  part 
of  the  constitution  which  is  usually  relied  on  as  giving  con- 
cress  power  to  establish  a bank;  that  is  to  say,  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes.  But  you  will  reen-mber,  sir,  that  I 
was  not  di-cussing  the  power  to  create  a bank,  although, 
certainly,  I have  no  doubt  of  I lie  power.  T was  not  edn- 
U-iiding  ifyerely  for  something  that  should  aid  in  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes;  I was  speaking  of  the  power  and  duty  of  pro- 
viding a sound  currency  for  the  whole  country;  a power  and 
a duty  which  would  both  belong  to  this  government,  if 
another  dollar  of  taxes  was  never  to  lie  collected.  Yes,  sir, 
if  we  knew,  this  day,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  would  yield  revenues  equal  to  all  the  wants  of 
ihe  government  for  a hundred  years  to  comp,  our  want  of  a 
currency  would  be  the  same,  and  the  duty  of  government  to 
provide  ii  the  same,  as  it  now  is. 

''Phe  gentleman  argues,  too,  that  a power  to  provide  a cur- 
rency cannot  be.  drawn  from  the  commercial  power  granted 
to  congress;  because,  he  says,  that  power  iJ  only  lo  regulate 
commerce,  and  to  regulate  is  not  to  create.  This  is  not 
quite  correct;  there  are  many  forms  of  expression,  in  our 
language,  especially  those  in  which  complex  operations  are 
described,  in  which  to  regulate,  means  to  cause,  or  to  pro- 
duce. But,  suppose  I concede  to  the  gentleman  that  to  re- 
gulate, never  means  to  create.  What  then?  Would  that 
prove  that  congress  could  not  create  a currency  in  order 
thereby  to  regulate  commerce!  May  it  not  be  necessary  to 
niake  one  thing,  in  order  lo  regulate  another?  Let  us  take 
the  gentleman’s  own  illustration.  He  says  congress  has 


power  to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign  coin;  but  that  this  can- 
not mean  that  it  has  the  power  to  create  such  com.  Very 
true;  but  then,  it  may  make  the  steelyards,  or  the  scales, 
(may  it  not?)  as  necessary  instruments,  to  ascertain  that 
value  which  is  to  be  regulated.  It  may  establish  an  assay, 
on  any  scale  it  chooses. 

We  have  just  passed  a bill  authorizing  the  treasury  de- 
partment to  make  and  issue  treasury  notes;  and  we  have 
done  this,  under  the  power  to  borrow  money;  and  certainly 
the  honorable  member  himself  did  not  doubt,  in  that  case, 
that,  iu  exercising  a clear  constitutional  power,  we  had  a 
right  to  make  any  thing,  which  became  necessary,  as  an  in- 
strument, to  its  convenient  execution. 

The  power  of  congress,  therefore,  over  the  currency;  il3 
power  to  regulate  all  currency,  metallic  or  paper;  and  ns 
[tower,  and  its  duly,  to  provide  and  maintain  a sound  and 
universal  currency,  belongs  to  it  as  an  indispensable  and  in- 
separable part  of  its  general  authority  to  regulate  commerce. 

But,  sir,  I might  safely  go  much  further  than  this.  It 
could  be  shown,  from  a hundred  instances,  that  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  has  been  held  to  be  broad 
enough  to  include  an  authority  lo  do  things,  to  make  things, 
to  create  things,  which  are  useful  and  beneficial  to  com- 
merce; things  which  are  not  so  much  regulations  of  com- 
merce, in  a stiict  sense,  as  they  are  aids  and  assistances  to 
commerce.  The  gentleman  himself,  l will  undertake  to 
say,  has  voted  for  laws,  for  such  purposes  very  often. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  appropriated,  I know  not  how 
much  more,  or  how  much  less,  than  a million  of  dollars,  for 
a breakwater  in  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  The  gentle- 
man has  concurred  in  these  appropriations.  Now,  sir,  we 
did  not  propose  to  regulate  a breakwater;  we  proposed  to 
make  it,  to  create  it.  In  order  lo  regulate  commerce,  and 
to  regulate  it  beneficially,  congress  resolved  to  create  a 
breakwater;  qnd  the  honorable  member  never  found  any  con- 
stitutional difficulty  in  the  way,  so  far  as  I remember.  Ami 
yet,  sir,  a breakwater  is  not  essential  and  indispensable  to 
commerce;  it  is  only  useful  and  beneficial.  But  a sound 
currency,  of  universal  and  equal  credit,  is  essential  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  just  advantages  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  states. 

The  light  houses  on  the  sea  coast  and  on  the  lakes,  and 
all  the  piers,  buoys,  and  harbors,  have  been  created,  in  like 
manner,  simply  by  llie  power  of  congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
growing  warm  in  the  progress  of  his  speech,  at  length  burst 
out  into  an  exclamation:  “Whau”  said  he,  “would  llie  fra- 
mers of  the  constitution  say,  could  they  be  now  present, 
and  hear  the  doctrines  for  which  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts contends!” 

Sir,  I have  slready  quoted  the  language  of  several  of  these 
good  and  great  men.  I rely  on  (heir  opinions,  fully  and  clear- 
ly expressed.  I have  quoted  Mr.  Madison  among  others;  bur, 
sir,  to  use  the  language  of  the  forum,  lam  willing  lo  call 
the  witness  again  into  court,  and  to  examine  further.  Mr. 
Madison,  all  will  admit,  is  a competent  witness.  He  had 
as  much  to  do  as  any  man  in  framing  the  constitution,  and 
as  much  to  do  as  any  man  in  administering  it.  Nobody, 
among  the  living  or  the  dead,  is  more  fit  to  be  consulted,  on 
a question  growing  out  of  it;  and  he  is  far  from  being  consi- 
dered as  a latitudinarian,  in  his  mode  of  construction.  I 
will  then,  sir,  question  him  further. 

Be  it  remembered,  sir,  that  my  proposition  simply  is,  that 
it  is  a part  of  the  power  and  duly  of  congress  to  maintain  :i 
general  currency,  suitable  to  the  state  of  things  exisiing 
among  us,  for  the  useof  commerce  and  the  people. 

Now,  sir,  what  says  Mr.  Madison?  I read  from  his  mes- 
sage, of  December,  1816: 

“Upon  this  general  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  obvious  that 
there  is  only  wanting,  to  the  fiscal  prosperity  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  restoration  of  a uniform  medium  of  exchange. — 
The  resources  and  the  faith  of  the  nation,  displayed  iu  the 
system  which  congress  has  established,  ensure  respect  and 
confidence  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  local  accumula- 
tions of  the  revenue  have  already  enabled  the  treasury  to 
meet  the  public  engagements  in  ihe  local  currency  of  most 
of  the  states;  and  it  is  expected  that  the  same  cause  will 
produce  the  same  effect  throughout  the  union.  But,  for  the 
interests  of  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  treasury,  it  is  essential  that  the  nation  should 
possess  a currency  of  equal  value,  credit,  ami  use,  wherever 
it  may  circulate.  The  constitution  has  entrusted  congress, 
exclusively,  with  the  power  of  creating  and  regulating  a 
currency  of  that  description;  and  the  measures  which  were 
taken  du  mg  the  last  session,  in  execution  of  the  power, 
give,  every  promise  of  success.  The  hank  of  tlx*  United 
States  has  been  organized  under  auspices  the  most  favora- 
ble, and  cannot  fail  lo  be  an  important  auxiliary  to  those 
measures.” 

And  now,  sir,  I hand  the  witness  over  to  the  gentleman 
for  cross-examination. 

But,  sir,  if  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania 
could  overthrow  my  proposition,  he  would  equally  over- 
throw his  friend  from  South  Carolina;  because  that  gentle- 
man admits,  that  there  must  be  a paper  currency  of  some 
kind,  and  that,  a paper  currency  issued  by  the  authority  o 
government.  And  if  we  both  fall,  we  shall  pulldown  along 
with  us  (which  mercy  forefend!)  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, report  and  all;  for  it  is  one  of  the  leading  objects  of  that 
luminous  paper  to  show  how  far  government  issues  might 
usefully  become  the.  medium  of  payment  and  the  means  of 
circulation.  And,  indeed,  every  vote  given  in  congress  for 
the  treasury  note  hill — the  gentleman’s  own  vote,  if  given, 
or  so  far  as  given,  on  the  ground  that  treasury  notes  shall 
pass  from  hand  to  hand  as  currency — is  a refutation  of  his 
argument. 

Air.  President,  III  s power  ov^r  the  currency,  for  which  [ 
am  contending,  is  in  the  constitution;  the  authority  of  con- 
gress over  commerce  would  be  radically  deficient  without 
it;  the  power  has  been  admitted,  acknowledged,  and  exer- 
cised. To  deny  that  this  power  is  in  the  constitution,  is  to 
rewrite  the  constitution,  to  reconstruct  it,  to  take  it  away, 
and  givens  a substitute.  To  deny  that  the  power  lias  been 
acknowledged,  and  exercised,  is  to  contradict  history,  and 
to  reverse  facts. 

Note.  It  is  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  neither  of 
these  printed  speeches  contain  all  that  Mr.  Webster  said, 
on  the  several  occasions.  In  the  first,  he  spoke  at  large  on 
the  specie  circular,  on  the  necessity  of  convertible  paper  for 
currency,  and  other  topics.  In  the  last,  he  replied,  at  some 
length,  to  Air.  Calhoun,  on  the  general  history,  tendency, 
and  effect  of  the  banking  system.  But,  in  this  publication, 
those  parts  of  his  speeches  only  are  printed,  which  bear  di- 
rectly on  the  two  propositions,  which  it  was  his  principal 
object  lo  establish. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Mail  robber  caught.  By  a letter  received  from 
Detroit,  Michigan,  we  learn  such  facts  as  leave  no 
doubt  of  tlie  apprehension  of  one  of  the  robbers  of* 
the  mail  between  Columbus  and  Springfield,  Ohio. 
The  circumstances  are  about  as  follows: 

A man  calling  himself  John  J.  Ingalls,  attempted 
on  7th  ult.  to  pass  to  Mr.  Norton,  cashier  state  bank 
of  Michigan,  a post  note  for  $1000,  drawn  by  the 
Morris  canal  company  of  New  Jersey.  In  conver- 
sation as  to  the  manner,  place  and  time  of  obtaining 
it,  he  excited  the  suspicions  of  Mr.  N.,  who  caused 
him  to  be  taken  before  one  of  the  city  justices,  who 
committed  him  for  further  examination.  The  note 
as  described  was  made  payable  to  J.  F.  D.  Denie, 
by  him  endorsed  to  the  order  of  E.  D.  Johns,  cash- 
ier, and  by  him  to  H.  Shurlds,  cashier,  and  by  him 
to  Wood,  Kimball  & Co. 

To  these  are  aikled  a forged  endorsement  of 
Wood,  Kimball  & Co.  to  John  J.  Ingalls.  This 
note  was  mailed  by  Mr.  Budd,  of  this  city,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  September,  directed  to  Messrs.  Wood, 
Kimball  & Co.  of  Grafton,  Mass,  as  also  another 
draft  to  Messrs.  Benson  & Co.  Philadelphia,  for 
about  $500.  From  both  of  these  firms,  Mr.  Budd  1 
has  received  advices  that  they  had  not  received  the  I 
remittances.  Mr.  B.  will  be  able  to  identify  the  1 
note,  and  also  the  drafts,  should  it  be  discovered.  I 

We  also  learn  by  the  same  letter,  which  is  writ- 
ten by  the  magistrate  before  whom  Ingalls  was  ta- 
ken, that  this  fellow  had  passed  another  draft  to  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  for  81,3-0  the  endorsements  on 
which  were  supposed  to  be  forged:  a description  of 
the  draft  however  is  not  given. 

[SI.  Louis  Republican. 

Sickness  at  West  Point.  From  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a letter,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  typhus  fe- 
ver has  been  raging  ;*  West  Point,  and  proved  fa- 
tal in  two  instances  among  the  corps  of  cadets. 

United  States  military  academy, 

West  Point,  New  York,  Oct.  28. 

Friend  Burke:  We  have  to  deplore  the  death  of 
two  of  our  fellow  cadets.  Benjamin  F.  Baden,  a 
member  of  the  4th  class,  and  an  only  son  of  a wi- 
dowed mother,  (his  father,  an  officer  in  the  army, 
died  in  Florida  some  nine  months  since),  died  on 
Wednesday,' the  18th  inst.,  after  an  illness  of  only 
six  days,  with  the  typhus  fever.  Also,  on  the  25th 
inst.,  Augustus  M.  Davidson  of  North  Carolina,  a 
member  of  the  3d  class,  died  with  the  same  disease. 

Their  funerals  were  both  attended  on  the  days 
following  their  deaths,  respectively,  by  the  coips 
of  cadets,  officers,  and  professors.  They  were 
buried  with  military  honors. 

The  typhus  fever  has  prevailed  here  to  some  ex- 
tent. There  have  been  several  others  sick  with  it, 
besides  those  mentioned,  but  I believe  there  are 
none  considered  dangerous  now.  It  was  thought 
by  some  a few  days  ago,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  break  up  the  organization  of  the  institution,  for 
a short  time  at  least;  but  I am  in  hopes  now  that  it 
will  not  be  the  case.”  [ N.  Port  Argus,  1 1 th  inst. 

The  Wurtemburg  family.  Since  the  union  of  this 
house  with  that  of  Louis  Philippe  is  fixed  on,  the 
Paris  Journalists  have  had  to  dig  hard  and  deep  into 
the  musty  unfathomable  tomes  on  the  pedigree  of 
that  exhaustless  brood,  the  royal  blood  of  Germany. 
Tlie  young  prince  Alexander  aboutto  marry  Marie, 
of  France,  is  first  cousin  of  the  king  of  Wurtemburg, 
and  son  of  Alexander,  who  was  a general-chief  in 
the  Russian  service.  Adam,  the  brother  of  this  last 
named,  and  who  is  now  an  aid  to  the  autocrat,  is  the 
person  who,  during  the  Polish  war,  brutally  fired  on 
the  chateau  of  prince  Cz.irtowrisky,  so  lauded  for 
its  beauty  in  the  poetry  of  Deliile.  The  young 
prince  Alexander  is  highly  spoken  of.  He  has  a 
chateau  at  Baireuth.  The  bold  ravines  and  val- 
ley where  it  is,  form  the  scene  of  one  of  Jean  Paul’s 
best  romances.  The  king  of  Wurtemburg  had  al- 
ready refused  one  of  his  daughters  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  mother  of  prince  Alexander  was  an 
Archduchess  of  Russia.  This,  with  Metternich’s 
malignity  against  the  king  as  the  most  liberal  in 
Germany,  will  incline  Louis  Philippe’s  feelings 
towards  the  autocrat. 

M.  Serrurier,  French  minister  at  Brussels,  (for- 
merly in  that  capacity  in  this  country)  has  been 
successfully  operated  upon  for  stone  by  M.  Le- 
roy d’Etiolles  at  Paris. 

Thanksgiving  in  Ohio.  Gov.  Vance,  of  Ohio, 
has,  “in  conformity  to  the  good  old  custom  of  our 
fathers,”  appointed  Thursday,  the  14th  day  of  De- 
cember next,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  that 
state,  as  a day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 
The  great  abundance  of  the  “fruits  of  the  earth,” 
during  the  past  season,  with  which  Providence  had 
blessed  that  region,  is  assigned  as  one  of  the  rea- 
sons which  render  appropriate  the  setting  apart  of 
such  a day. 


German  convention.  We  learn  that  a convention 
of  German  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  was  held  at  Pittsburgh  on  the  8th  instant;  the 
object  of  which  was  to  take  into  consideration  some 
means  to  improve  the  present  system  of  education. 
They  resolved  on  the  establishment  of  a seminary 
for  teachers  in  which  the  German  and  English  lan- 
guages are  to  be  taught.  The  convention  has  re- 
solved upon  measures,  to  take  emigrants  who  arrive 
at  our  sea  ports  without  sufficient  means  to  proceed 
farther  to  such  places  as  they  may  wish.  Should 
the  seminary  be  established,  and  the  other  objects 
of  the  convention  carried  into  effect,  our  German 
citizens  will  have  done  honor  to  themselves  and 
credit  to  the  country.  The  number  of  delegates 
present  was  about  forty.  Messrs.  N.  Stemmeir, 
and  T.  Umbstacther,  were  there  as  delegates  to  re- 
present our  German  citizens  of  Cleaveland  and  Cuya- 
hoga county.  Mr.  Francis  Grund  of  Philadel- 
phia, known  as  the  author  of  a work  on  America, 
published  in  London,  presided. 

Berkshire  cattle  show  and  fair.  The  twenty-se- 
venth anniversary  of  the  Berkshire  cattle  show  and 
fair,  had  recently  been  celebrated  with  the  accus- 
tomed spirit  at  Pittsfield.  The  anniversary  address 
was.  pronounced  by  the  hon.  Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany. 
The  Pittsfield  paper  remarks  of  this  address,  that  it 
deserved  the  profound  and  unwearied  attention  with 
which  it  was  heard  by  the  audience.  It  was  full  of 
the  practical  fruits  of  his  large  experience,  and  will 
soon  be  published.  What  contributed  most  to  the 
interest  of  the  occasion,  however,  was  the  presence 
of  the  venerable  Elkanah  Watson,  the  founder  of 
the  society.  Mr.  Watson  resides  at  Port  Kent,  on 
the  western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain.  His  head 
has  been  tinged  with  the  frosts  of  eighty  winters; 
but  he  nevertheless  performed  the  journey  to  Pitts- 
field expressly  to  attend  this  anniversary,  and  the 
part  he  took  gave  great  satisfaction. 

Escape  of  col.  W/n.  H.  Wharton  of  Texas.  The 
Houston  Telegraph  Sept.  2d.  contains  the  particu- 
lars, which  we  have  not  before  seen  of  the  escape 
of  this  gentleman  from  the  Mexican  prison  at  Mata- 
moras.  He  was  eighteen  days  on  the  route,  eleven 
of  which  he  lay  concealed  in  a thicket  of  prickly 
pears  before  reaching  his  plantation  on  the  Brasos. 
A melancholy  interest  rs  connected  with  this  inci- 
dent. His  brother  John  A.  Wharton,  who  left  Ve- 
lasco a few  weeks  before  with  25  Mexican  prison- 
ers to  exchange  for  the  colonel,  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  the  moment  of  his  landing  at  Matamo- 
ras,  and  has,  it  is  feared,  fallen  a victim  to  this  act  of 
fraternal  devotion  having  a few  days  after  his  incar- 
ceration attempted  to  escape  in  a small  boat  which 
probably  foundered  in  the  breakers  off  the  port. 

All  the  Texian  prisoners  which  were  confined  at 
Matamoras  have  been  released. 

An  important  invention,  by  the  application  of 
steam  power  to  the  Jacquard  loom  in  the  weaving 
of  figured  silk  goods,  is  now  carrying  into  opera- 
tion by  a few  of  our  silk  manufacturers.  This  ap- 
plication of  steam  power  is  confidently  expected  to 
place  this  important  manufacture  in  England  on 
such  a foolmg  as  even  to  rival  France  in  this  arti- 
cle. Untilfliis  recent  discovery,  it  was  impossible 
to  work  these  looms  by  machinery;  children,  how- 
ever, can  now  do  this  by  the  aid  of  the  steam  en- 
gine. The  loom,  it  is  said,  will  not  cost  anything 
more  than  the  usual  Jacquard  loom.  The  work, 
too,  done  in  the  new  way,  is  much  more  even  in 
its  texture  than  that  executed  by  hand.  The  loom 
does  not,  we  are  informed,  require  any  weights  to 
regulate  the  yarn  beam;  a spring  regulates  it  so  cor- 
rectly, that  its  diameter  is  a matter  of  no  conse- 
quence. Should  the  weft  break,  too,  the  loom  in- 
stantly stops.  This  may  seem  doubtful  to  some, 
but  such  is,  nevertheless,  the  fact. 

Died  in  this  city,  on  Saturday  evening,  of  appo- 
lexy,  Thomas  Green  Fessenden,  esq.,  the  editor  of 
the  New  England  Fanner.  He  was  in  a tolerable 
state  of  health  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  at- 
tended the  caucus  at  Faneuil  Hall,  but  was  attack- 
ed by  his  fatal  disease  soon  after  his  return.  He 
was  a man  of  most  amiable  character,  of  excellent 
principles,  and  of  extensive  information.  His  lite- 
rary attainments  were  highly  respectable,  and  he  is 
the  author  of  several  useful  publications,  well 
known  to  the  public,  and  had  been  for  many  years 
the  editor  of  that  valuable  publication,  the  New 
England  Farmer.  He  was  a candidate  for  election 
as  a representative  for  this  city  in  the  general  court. 

[Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

An  elegant  new  corvette  ship,  the  Maryland,  built 
by  Messrs.  Win.  & Geo.  Gardner,  on  south  Ameri- 
can account,  is  now  ready  for  sea,  and  will  sail 
with  the  first  wind.  We  notice  other  first  rate  ves- 
sels now  fitting  out  for  foreign  account. 

[Balti  Amer. 


Mr.  Tyson’s  flour  has  a reputation  which  is  now 
perfectly  established.  The  following  is  the  most 
recent  certification  of  its  excellence  in  keeping 
sweet  in  the  longest  voyage  and  in  the  hottest  cli- 
mates. 

U.  S.  ship  Peacock, 

Upper  California,  Nov.  1,  1837. 

Sir:  I purchased  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  this 
vessel  a lot  of  flour  marked  “Kiln  dried  patent,  N. 
Tyson,”  from  a whale  ship,  and  was  informed  by 
the  captain  of  the  whaler  that  it  had  been  on  board 
his  ship  two  or  three  years,  and  on  serving  it  out  to 
the  crew,  it  proved  to  be  fresh,  sweet  and  of  a supe- 
rior quality.  I consider  it  far  preferable  for  the  use 
of  the  navy  to  any  other  flour. 

I am,  sir,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

R.  R.  Waldron, 

Purser  of  U.  S.  ship  Peacock. 

N.  Tyson,  esq.  Baltimore. 

A valuable  discovery.  In  a late  number  of  the 
Cheltenham  (Eng.)  Chronicle,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing important  information  to  consumers  of  gas;  “If 
a piece  of  linen  thoroughly  saturated  with  rum,  in 
which  a quantity  of  bay  salt  has  been  previously 
dissolved,  and  then,  when  dried,  be  pressed  upon 
the  orifice  of  any  gas  pipe,  burner  or  lamp,  it  will, 
on  being  suddenly  removed,  cause  the  gas  instanta- 
neously to  ignite.  The  contrivance  may  be  effec- 
tually employed  for  years.” 

This  is  a good  hint  for  those  whose  business  is 
transacted  in  large  warehouses,  filled  with  combus- 
tible materials,  since  their  burners  may  be  lighted 
without  the  danger  which  arises,  when  a candle  or 
flaming  paper  is  introduced  for  that  purpose. 

The  convention  of  North  Carolina  editors  took 
place  at  Raleigh  on  the  1st  inst.  The  committee 
reported  strong  resolutions  against  the  infamous 
practice  of  pampering  the  vilest  of  appetites  by 
violating  the  sanctity  of  private  life,  and  indulging 
in  gross  personalities  and  indecorous  language.  No 
personal  controversies  to  be  admitted  but  as  adver- 
tisements. No  journeyman  is  to  b'e  employed  who 
has  not  faithfully  adhered  to  his  apprenticeship  en- 
gagements, or  who  leaves  his  employer  in  debt. 
Regulations  were  made  as  to  charges  for  advertise- 
ments. [Alex.  Gaz. 

By  a slip  from  the  Missouri  Argus,  of  November 
9,  W'e  learn  that  another  riot  has  taken  place  at  Al- 
ton, Illinois,  in  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  re- 
vive the  Alton  Observer.  It  resulted  in  the  death 
of  two  individuals — rev.  E.  P.  Lovejoy,  late  editor 
of  the  Observer,  and  a Mr.  Bishop.  Seven  others 
were  wounded;  two  severely  and  the  others  slight- 
ly. The  mob  succeeded  in  destroying  the  Obser-  i 
ver  press. 

Frightful  mortality.  The  New  York  Journal  of  j 
Commerce  says — “a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the  I 
ship  Nestor,  hence  at  New  Orleans,  states  that  of  I 
212  passengers  who  went  out  in  that  ship,  162  died 
previous  to  October  4th,  chiefly  of  yellow  lever; 
and  that  on  the  19th,  only  ten  out  of  the  whole  I 
number  survived.  The  Nestor  left  New  York  on  i 
the  22d  of  August.”  - 

In  the  first  branch  of  the  city  council  of  Baltimore,  j 
which  is  equally  divided  in  regard  to  politics,  forty  ; 
ballottings  have  been  held  for  a president  without 
effecting  a choice.  The  whigs  proposed  to  their  | 
opponents  to  electa  president  by  lot,  the  proposi- 
tion was  first  declined,  but  subsequently  acceded 
to,  and  Mr.  Sidenstricker,  a Van  Burenite,  was  i 
elected. 

Amherst  college.  It  appears  from  a catalogue  of  S 
this  institution,  just  published,  that  the  present  num- 
ber of  students  is  206,  viz.  seniors  40,  juniors  59, 
sophomores  57,  freshmen  50.  Besides  the  president, 
there  are  five  professors,  four  tutors,  two  lecturers,  j 
and  a teacher  of  French. 

Dartmouth  college.  The  whole  unmber  of  stu-  | 
dents  is  322,  viz.  seniors,.  42;  juniors,  57;  sopho-  1 
mores,  58;  freshmen,  74;  medical  students;  seniors,  >' 
55;  juniors,  36. 

The  Cumberland  valley  rail  road  w’as  opened 
for  travel  on  the  16th  inst.,  when  the  cars  ran 
through  from  Harrisburgh  to  Charnbersburgh. 

The  amount  of  coal  despatched  from  Poltsville 
up  to  Saturday  last  was  494,298.  From  Parrvville, 
27,585  tons  From  Mauch  Chunk,  185,034  tons.  1 
Total,  707,917  tons. 

From  the  1st  to  the  10th  instant,  $3,728  38  W'ere 
received  at  the  canal  collector’s  office  in  Alleghe- 
nytown,  Pa.  This  looks  well  at  this  season  of  the  : 
year. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Loomis  has  resigned  his  seat  as  the  ■ 
representative  of  the  17th  congressional  district  of 
Ohio. 
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SC/*Tbe  absence  of  the  editor,  during  the  past 
week,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed  a sufficient 

apology  ^Pthe  deficiency  of  original  matter  in  the 
present  sheet. 

Distressing  accident.  With  a saddened  spi- 
rit we  have  sat  down  to  announce  to  our  readers 
the  news,  which  reached  us  when  this  paper  was 
nearly  ready  for  the  press,  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Kent,  the  beloved  and  respected  senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  who  was 
killed  yesterday  morning  by  a fall  from  his  horse, 
as  he  was  riding  over  his  farm,  or  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  it. 

Of  the  particulars  of  this  fatal  accident,  the  cause 
of  so  lamentable  a bereavement,  we  know  no  more 
than  we  have  stated,  as  derived  from  a person  who 
came  to  this  city  express  from  Rosemount,  the  re- 
sidence of  the  deceased,  (about  12  miles  distant), 
yesterday  afternoon. 

We  have  not  the  heart,  if  time  allowed  us,  now 
to  portray  to  our  readers,  in  fitting  terms,  the  pub- 
lic and  private  virtues  which  endeared  governor 
Kent  (so  usually  called  from  his  having  formerly 
filled  the  office  of  governor  of  his  state)  to  all  who 
knew  him.  Of  all  the  world,  none  of  his  friends — 
scarcely  excepting  his  wife  and  his  children — can 
have  more  just  reason  to  mourn  over  his  death  than 
the  people  of  this  city,  and  we  among  them,  who 
had  ever  found  in  him  a disinterested,  fast,  and 
faithful  friend.  [Nat.  Intel,  of  the  2Alhinst. 

The  New  Yoric  election.  The  result  of  the 
New  York  election  can  now  be  stated  with  all  es 
sential  accuracy,  every  county  of  the  state  having 
been  heard  from.  In  the  fiftv-six  counties,  there 
was  a whig  gain  (from  last  election)  in  all  except 
two,  which  are  heavy  whig  counties,  and  therefore 
probably  made  no  exertion  to  bring  out  their  whole 
strength.  The  legislature  is  divided  as  follows: 

Whigs.  Van.  Buren. 

Senate  10  22 

Assembly  101  27 

111  49 

Last  year,  the  entire  legislature  consisted  of3  9 
whigs  and  121  Van  Buren  men. 

The  whig  relative  gain,  therefore,  in  the  legisla- 
ture, is  144.  The  whig  absolute  gain,  72. 

The  whig  numerical  gain,  at  this  election,  over 
the  electoral  vote  of  last  fall,  is  47,792  votes. 

Returns  from  all  the  towns  in  Massachusetts  hut 
six  (299)  give  lor  Everett  52,058  votes,  and  for 
Morton  33,824.  Whig  majority,  18,234:  Whig  gain, 
12,300.  S 

The  returns  from  Michigan  are  still  incomplete — 
our  last  accounts  give  Stevens  T.  Mason,  the  Van 
Buren  candidate  lor  governor,  a majority  of  S37 
over  his  opponent  Charles  C.  Trowbridge— one  or 
two  small  counties  to  he  heard  from. 

According  to  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  the  Van 
Buren  party  has  carried  the  'legislature. 

[Nat.  Lit. 

A good  movement.  F,  71  the  Baltimore  Pa- 
triot. We  are  pleased  to  Darn  by  the  subjoined 
paragraph  from  the  ...  'ohia  Gazette,  that  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  01  , ...it  city,  is  about  to  take 
steps  for  bringing  before  the  nn*;ce  of  the  general 
government,  the  subject  of  n.  fenceless  com- 
merce, along  an  extended  sea  coa.  t,  and  the  im- 
portance ot  establishing  a line  of  cruisers  for  its 
protection.  Let  ns  hope  that  this  “^ood  movement” 
will  be  well  seconded  throughout  the  country — for 
every  portion  ol  our  land  is  interested  in  the  secu- 
rity of  our  commerce  and  in  the  freedom  of  the  seas 
Irom  piratical  outrage.  The  Philadelphia  Gazette 
says: 

We  understand  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  this  city,  at  its  meeting  last  evening,  resolved 
that  a communication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
president  ot  the  United  States,  respectfully  re- 
questing that  he  would  introduce  to  the  notice  of 
congress,  the  subject  of  establishing  a line  of  crui- 
sers all  along  the  coast  during  the  winter  season, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  commerce  against 
the  possible  depredations  of  p’irates,  as  well  as  for  the 
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purpose  of  aiding  vessels  in  distress.  The  loss  of 
life  and  property,  and  the  sufferings  which  are  ex- 
perienced every  winter  on  our  inhospitable  coast, 
call  loddly  for  some  measures  of  this  kind.  In 
some  cases  the  crews  of  vessels  are  nearly  all  frost- 
bitten by  exposure  to  the  cold,  so  that  they  are  un- 
able to  work;  and  many  a disastrous  wreck  could 
be  prevented  by  the  timely  aid  of  a few'  fresh  hands. 
We  learn  that  a cotemporaneous  movement  on  this 
subject  has  taken  place  in  New'  York,  and  we  trust 
that  it  will  be  follow'ed  by  the  commercial  bqdies  of 
Boston,  Baltimore,  and  the  other  Atlantic  cities. 

Pennsylvania  coal  trade.  The  shipments 
of  coal  from  the  different  coal  regions  in  this  state 
may  now  be  considered  as  over  for  the  season,  with 
the  exception  of  some  scattering  boats.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  coal  mined  last  winter,  and 
brought  to  market  early  this  season,  cost  the  dealers 
unusually  high  prices — caused  by  the  rates  paid  for 
mining  and  transportation.  In  the  general  derange- 
ment and  embarrassment  in  our  commercial  affairs, 
the  laboring  classes  suffered  in  common  with  the 
mercantile  portion  of  the  community,  and  the  wages 
of  miners  and  boatmen  declined  materially.  The 
dealers  were  thus  enabled  to  continue  their  opera- 
tions, and  prices  have  remained  nearly  stationary 
throughout  the  season.  The  supplies  have  been 
larger  than  during  any  preceding  year;  still  the 
stock  on  hand  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  the  steadily  increasing  demand,  until  fresh 
supplies  can  again  be  brought  to  market  next  April. 

If  the  country  had  remained  in  the  same  prosper- 
ous condition  it  was  in  last  year,  the  amount  of  an- 
thracite coal  required  for  the  supply  of  the  New 
England  factories  would  have  materially  increased 
the  demand,  and  higher  prices  would  have  been  the 
result.  Our  facilities  have  been  so  much  increased 
this  year  by  the  extension  of  rail  roads  and  canals, 
and  opening  new  mines,  as  to  be  able  to  meet  any 
increased  demand  in  future,  without  materially 
affecting  the  price  of  this  now  indispensable  article. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  increase 
this  season  over  the  total  supplies  brought  to  market 
in  1836: 

Tons  1836. 

Schuylkill  canal,  432,045 


Union  canal, 
Lehigh  canal, 
Del.  & Hudson, 


11,709 

146,502 

106,270 


Tons  1837. 
494,298  to  Nov.  9th 
16,1 15  to  Nov.  1st 
213,619  to  Nov.  9th 
101,946  to  Nov.  4th 


Total, 


696,526  825,978 


[ Com.  List  fy  Philad.  Price  Current. 


Steam  navigation  between  England  and 
New  York.  From  the  Journal  of  Commerce.  An 
intelligent  friend,  who  has  just  returned  from  a visit 
to  England,  has  furnished  us  with  some  memoran- 
da respecting  the  immense  preparations  now  making 
there  to  establish  steam  navigation  between  the  two 
countries.  He  says  that  the  objections  and  doubts 
thrown  out  by  Dr.  Lardner,  have,  by  subsequent 
discussions,  been  dissipated  from  the  minds  of  sci- 
entific men,  and  the  practicability  of  the  plan  is 
considered  as  established  beyond  question.  The 
enormous  strength  of  the  ships,  and  the  power  of  the 
machinery,  show  that  jf  the  thing  can  be  done,  it 
will  be.  In  March  or  April,  we  are  told,  one  of 
those  ships  may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  our  harbor. 
The  following  are  our  friend’s  memoranda: 

“It  is  not  perhaps  generally  known  that  there  are 
three  gigantic  steam  ships  now  building  in  England, 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  between  that  coun- 
try and  this  city. 

“One  is  building  at  Liverpool,  and  is  of  900  tons 
burthen;  one  at  London,  of  1700  tons;  one  at  Bris- 
tol, of  1320  tons.  The  two  former  are  not  yet 
launched.  The  latter  was  launched  in  July  last, 
and  is  now  in  the  London  docks  receiving  her  en- 
gines. She  will  be  entirely  completed  by  the  1st 
day  f January,  and  will  make,  her  first  voyage  to 
this  port  in  March  next:  she  is  owned  by  a compa- 
ny  of  g mtlemen  in  Bristol,  called  the  Great  Wes- 
tern Steam  Ship  company,  and  is  intended  to  run 
regularly  berween  Bristol  and  New  York.  She  is 
said  to  be  built  with  great  strength.  Her  dimen- 
sions are  as  follows:  Length  between  the  perpen- 

diculars, from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem  to  the  after 
part  of  the  stern  at  the  keel,  212  feet;  length  of  the 
keel  on  the  blocks,  205  feet;  length  of  the  cabin 


deck  (saloon,)  75  feet;  length  over  all,  from  figure 
head  to  taffrail,  235  feet;  breadth  between  paddle 
wheels,  35  feet  4 inches;  depth  under  deck  to  the 
top  of  floors,  23  feet  3 inches;  scantling  floors  on  the 
side  of  keel,  15  inches  sided — 16  do.  moulded;  length 
of  floors,  24  feet;  thickness  of  bends,  7 inches;  bot- 
tom plank,  5 inches;  top  sides,  4 inches;  sheer 
streaks,  5 inches;  upper  deck  clamps,  8 inches;  dia- 
gonal riders,  5 inches — 3 feet  apart;  iron  diagonals, 
4 inches  by  3-4;  bilge  planks,  6 inches;  keelson,  20 
by  21  inches;  berths  lor  passengers,  150;  berths  for 
officers,  engineers,  crew,  &c.  65. 

“The  engines  are  made  by  Maudsley  and  Field,  of 
London.  There  are  two,  of  two  hundred  horse 
power  each.  The  diameter  of  the  cylinder  is  73J 
inches;  length  of  stroke,  7 feet.  There  is  storage 
for  600  tons  of  coal.  She  will  consume,  under  full 
steam,  30  tons  of  coal  per  day.  This  will  last  her 
20  days  of  full  steaming.  It  is  not  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  she  will  require  to  be  under  full  steam 
more  than  half  of  any  one  passage,  for  she  will  be 
ship  rigged,  and  will  of  course  avail  herself  of  alt1 
favorable  winds.  Her  name  is  the  “ Great  West- 
ern.” She  is  to  be  commanded  by  lieutenant  Hos- 
kins, of  the  royal  navy,  and  will  cost,  in  all,  forty- 
five  thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  London  ship 
will  cost  about  60,000k,  and  that  at  Liverpool  about 
40,000.” 

Law  case.  An  interesting  case  was  tried  on 
Monday  last  in  the  district  court  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  the  plaintiff,  a passenger  in  one  of  the 
cars  of  the  West  Chester  railroad  company,  brought 
suit  against  that  corporation  for  damages  for  an  in- 
jury received  while  travelling  on  the  road.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  the  driver,  after  changing 
horses,  urged  them  to  great  speed,  and,  when  re- 
monstrated with  by  the  passengers,  applied  the 
brake  with  so  much  power  as  to  check  the  car  sud- 
denly, and  throw  the  plaintiff  from  the  top  of  the 
car  to  the  earth,  tearing  off  one  of  his  fingers  while 
endeavoring  to  hold  on.  He  was  for  six  months 
unable  to  attend  to  business.  The  defendants  call- 
ed two  witnesses,  whose  testimony  did  not  vary 
from  the  above  statement.  The  jury,  after  an 
hour’s  absence,  returned  a verdict  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff'  for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  dam- 
ages— being  the  amount  claimed. 

Breach  of  promise  of  marriage — heavy 
damages.  A case  of  the  deepest  interest,  in  which 
Louisa  Wallace  was  plaintiff',  and  'doctor  John  Sap- 
pington  defendant,  engaged  the  Baltimore  county 
court,  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week.  The 
charge  was  for  a breach  of  promise  of  'marriage. 
The  matter  was  submitted  to  the  jury  on  Saturday 
last,  with  instructions  from  the  court  to  bring  in  a 
sealed  verdict  on  Monday  morning.  At  the  opening 
of  the  court  on  Monday,  a verdict  was  rendered  by 
the  jury  of  $'5,090  for  the. plaintiff.  Messrs.  Jen- 
kins and  Lee  were  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
Johnson  and  McMahon,  for  the  defendant. 

Capt.  Gedney,  U.  S.  navy.  It  will  be  observ- 
ed that  the  common  council  have  voted  $1,000  to 
be  appropriated  to  some  suitable  tribute  for  this  gal- 
lant officer,  for  the  important  discovery  made  by 
him  of  a new  and  deep  channel  leading  from  our 
harbor  to  the  sea.  [-Y.  Y.  Star. 

Joseph  Balestier,  esq.  has  been  lecognized  by 
the  British  and  Indian  government  as  consul  of  the 
U.  States  at  Singapore.  This  is  the  first  instance 
of  the  recognition  of  a consul  in  the  East  India 
company’s  territories.  [N.  1 .Mercantile. 

Flour  is  arriving  at  New  York  by  the  canals  at 
the  rate  often  thousand  barrels  per  day.  The  near 
approach  of  the  season  when  the  navigation  is 
closed  by  ice,  causes  extraordinary  efforts  to  be 
made,  during  the  prevailing  mild  weather,  to  push  it 
to  market  while  it  may  be  sent. 

Valuable  cargo.  The  steamboat  Washington, 
from  Newburgh,  arrived  at  New  York  a few'days 
since  with  nineteen  hundred  firkins,  tubs  and  pails 
of  butter,  valued  at  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars; 
also  live  stock,  dressed  pork,  poultry,  buckwheat 
flour.  See.  which  would  increase  the  value  to, 
$50,000. 
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Items  about  the  banks,  currency,  &c.  The 
legislature  of  Vermont,  by  a vote  of  174  to  36,  late- 
ly passed  resolutions  against  chartering  any  more 
banks.  An  amendment,  making  the  private  pro- 
perty of  stockholders  responsible  i'or  bank  debts, 
was  also  carried,  114  to  68.  Both  the  resolutions 
and  amendment  were  supported  by  a majority  of 
each  political  party. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  has  the  following:  The  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  ship  Peac  ock  were  paid  otf  last  week, 
and  if  the  eyes  of  certain  persons  in  a certain  quar- 
ter did  not  cease  to  distinguish  day  light  from  dark- 
ness, it  was  not  for  want  of  Jack’s  blessings. 
These  poor  fellows,  who  have  been  buffetting  the 
billows,  on  a three  years’  cruise,  (and  we  have  the 
authority  of  their  officers  for  saying  that  no  crew 
ever  performed  their  duty  more  faithfully),  find  on 
their  return  home,  the  recompense  of  their  long 
toil  and  suffering  in  the  service  of  the  country  ten- 
dered to  them  in  a currency  which,  however  good 
it  may  be  at  the  place  where  it  is  issued,  cannot  be  r 
made  available  for  the  supply  of  their  wants  beyond 
it,  without  a discount.  It  was  in  vain  that  these 
creditors  of  the  government  asked  for  a portion  of 
specie  to  pay  their  expenses  on  their  journey  to 
their  homes — they  were  told  that  the  government 
had  provided  no  such  commodity  to  pay  with, 
though  it  enforces  specie  from  its  debtors.  So  the 
honest  tar,  after  turning  his  quid,  scratching  his 
head,  hitching  up  his  unmentionables,  and  acting 
over  all  the  characteristic  motions  expressive  of 
vexation — with  a sprinkling  of  oaths  and  execra- 
tions in  the  intervals,  like  the  music  in  a meio  dra- 
ma— stuffed  his  shin  plasters  into  his  fob,  and  sallied 
forth  to  find  some  accommodating  Shylock  to  con- 
vert them  into  specie  upon  his  own  terms. 

Copper  coin.  There  are  great  quantities  of  cop- 
per pieces  in  the  market  which  circulate  as  cents, 
but  which  are  not  so.  They  are  generally  too 
light;  hut  the  worst  part  of  their  construction  is  the 
bad  metal  they  are  made  of,  and  their  consequent 
tendency  to  become  foul.  Worst  of  all,  they  are 
a vile  debasement  of  the  current  coin,  by  which  in- 
dividuals very  improperly  make  a large  profit  at 
the  public  expense,  their  spurious  coins  being  ge- 
nerally sold  by  the  bushel,  at  50  to  62^  cents  the 
hundred.  They  are  all  stamped  with  some  device 
other  than  that  of  the  national  cent;  for,  to  put  on 
that  would  subject  the  operator  to  consequences 
not  profitable.  It  is  quite  time  for  the  public  to 
refuse  this  trash  altogether.  A very  discriminating 
spirit  has  been  manifested  in  regard  to  paper  change 
by  the  butchers  and  all  those-dealers  who  control 
such  matters.  The  consequence  is,  that  we  have 
a comparatively  sound  currency,  by  which  very 
little  will  be  lost  when  the  banks  resume  specie 
payments,  and  the  paper  change  is  expelled  from 
the  market.  The  notes  of  the  city  of  Newark  are 
now  the  only  notes  which  circulate  freely  in  our 
market.  All  the  notes  of  self-created  loan  compa- 
nies, or  by  whatever  other  name  they  may  go,  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  rejected.  We  hope  the  same 
course  will  be  pursued  with  the  dirty  “no  cents” 
which  are  attempted  to  be  put  forth  so  plentifully. 

[A.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

The  Washington  “Globe”  says  “most  of  the  coins 
referred  to  are  stamped  with  political  caricatures, 
and  other  federal  devices.  An  emission  of  them 
hails  the  inauguration  of  Daniel  Webster  as  president 
in  1841,  while  others  contain  inscriptions  insulting 
to  the  late  and  present  president  of  the  United 
States;  There  really  seems  to  be  no  bounds  to  the 
limits  of  federal  enterprise  in  the  manufacture  of 
spurious  substitutes  for  money.” 

From  the  same  paper  of  the  23d  inst.  we  extract 
the  following  letter  upon  the  subject,  from  the  soli- 
citor of  the  treasury  to  N.  Williams,  esq.,  district 
attorney  of  Mary  land: 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury , 

November  17,  1837. 

Sir:  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  referred 
to  this  office  a communication  received  from  Balti- 
more, transmitting  the  enclosed  copper  coin.  It  is 
stated  to  be  a specimen  of  such  as  are  extensively 
put  in  circulation  there,  and  advertised  in  the 
newspapers  by  a commission  house,  which  is  retail- 
ing them  to  any  one  who  applies  for  them.  I have 
to  request  that  you  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  truth  ol  these  statements,  arid  if  such  he 
the  tact,  institute  the  proper  legal  proceedings 
without  delay.  The  second  section  of  the  act  of 
81  h May,  1792,  provides  that  “no  copper  coins  or 
pieces  whatsoever,  except  the  said  cents  and  half 
cents,  being  those  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United 
States,  shall  pass  current  as  money,  or  shall  he 
paid,  or  offered  to  he  paid,  or  received  in  payment, 
for  any  debt,  demand,  claim,  matter,  or'  thing 
whatsoever;  and  all  copper  coins  or  pieces,  excep't 
the  said  cents  and  half  cents,  which  shall  be  paid, 


or  offered  to  he  paid,  or  received  in  payment, 
contrary  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  shall  be  for- 
feited; and  every  person  by  whom  any  of  them 
shall  have  been  so  paid,  or  offered  to  be  paid,  or 
received  in  payment,  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars;  and  the  said  forfeiture  and  penalty  shall 
and  may  be  received,  with  costs  of  suit,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  person  or  persons  by  whom  informa- 
tion of  the  incurring  thereof  shall  have  been  given.” 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  Gilpin , solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

N.  Williams,  esq.  U.  S.  attorney,  Baltimore. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  says— A Treasury  draft 
for  $'13,000  in  favor  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Ohio, 
on  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Cincinnati, 
was  paid  over  in  the  constitutional  currency.  From 
the  sub-treasury  office  the  specie  was  conveyed 
“to  an  office  where  about  $1,000,000  of  specie  had 
been  purchased  since  May  last,  and  exported  to  Phi- 
ladelphia,” and  where  the  surveyor  received  the 
handsome  premium  of  $780! 

Rumors  have  been  circulated  in  the  interior  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  other  quarters  of  the  country, 
that  tlie  notes  issued  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  company  will  not  be  redeemed.  In  refer- 
ence to  this  rumor  the  National  Intelligencer  states 
that  the  notes  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
company  payable  on  demand  are  promptly  redeem- 
ed, whenever  presented  at  its  office;  and  that  all 
the  banks  of  the  District  receive  and  pay  them  out. 
The  noles  of  larger  denomination,  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest,  and  payable  at  six  months  afterdate, 
are  but  just  issued,  and  of  course  nol  yet  redeema- 
ble; hut  the  ample  means  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
pany form  a sufficient  guaranty  that  they  will  be 
punctually  paid  at  maturity,  as  were  the  notes  of  a 
similar  character  issued  by  that  company  on  a for- 
mer occasion. 

We  understand  that  some  of  the  hanks  of  this 
District  do  now  receive  these  six  months’  notes  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  them. 

Bank  resumption.  From  the  “ Richmond  Enqui- 
rer” of  the  V)th  inst.  We  understand,  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia,  at  their 
meeting  of  yesterday,  (9th  inst.)  with  great  unan- 
imity determined  to  send  a delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion of  banks,  to  he  held  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  Monday,  the  27th  inst.  and  that  the  president 
was  requester!  to  represent  the  hank  in  the  said 
convention. 

The  institutions  of  Ohio  are  moving  onwards. 
We  hail  with  pleasure  the  following  reply  of  the 
Franklin  bank  of  Columbus,  to  the  invitation  of  the 
New  York  committee: 

“ Office  of  the  Franklin  bank, 
Columbus,  Nov.  2,  1837. 

“Sirs:  The  circular  of  the  city  banks  of  N.  York, 
under  date  of  the  20th  ult.,  was  duly  received  and 
laid  before  our  board  of  directors.  The  proposal 
meets  our  entire  approbation.  I was  instructed  to 
forward  a copy  to  each  of  the  banks  of  this  state, 
and  to  inform  you  that  this  bank  is  now,  and  will  con- 
tinue in  a capacity  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie; 
and  will  do  so  whenever  the  general  interest  of  the 
community  shall  demand  it.  It  has  been,  and  is, 
our  intention  to  resume  with  the  principal  banks  on 
the  sea  board.  With  a view,  however,  ol'  again 
commencing  business  in  the  regular  way,  simulta- 
neously with  other  institutions  in  this  state,  we 
might  defer  the  time  a few  weeks  after  certain  ad- 
vice reached  us  of  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, in  the  order  in  which  the  banks  suspended. 
Whether  a delegate  may  be  appointed  by  the  banks 
of  this  state,  (o  meet  in  your  convention,  or  not,  I 
a m inclined  to  the 'opinion  that  a great  majority,  if 
not  all  of  them,  entertain  sentiments  similar  to 
those  above  expressed.  Most  respectful!  v yours,  &c. 

Gustavus  Swan,  president. 

To  A.  Gallatin,  G.  Newbold,  C.  W.  Lawrence, 
committee.” 

The  Columbus  “Journal”  states,  that  the  circu- 
lation of  all  the  banks  in  Ohio  is  now  less  than  six 
millions;  and  that  every  thing  promises  fair  fora 
general  resumplion. 

From  the  New  York  American,  Oct.  14.  The  se- 
cond grand  result  then  of  the  Whig  triumph  in  this 
state  will  be  the  early  and  sure  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

We  do  not  hazard  this  assertion  lightly.  Our  ci- 
ty hanks  have,  by  a steady  and  constant  system  ot 
curtailments,  brought  down  their  loans  very  much. 
Their  circulation  lias  at  the  same  time  been  dimin- 
ishing, while  the  domestic  exchanges  are  all  in  fa- 
vor of  the  city.  As  it  was  here  upon  the  seabord 
that  the  disastrous  suspension  first  took  place,  and 
spread  lienee  throughout  tile  country,  it  is  here  it 
should  first  be  terminated.  Character  and  interest 
are  alike  concerned  in  bringing  about  this  result, 
and  bringing  it  about  speedily.  The  tendency  of 


all  things  is  encouraging.  With  confidence  revived 
and  experimental  quackeiy  at  an  end,  commerce 
will  revive  too:  the  crops  going  forward,  without 
any  thing  like  the  ordinary  orders  for  imports  from 
abroad,  will  tend  to  reduce  the  premium  upon 
foreign  exchanges,  and  rather  turn  to  than  from  our 
shores  the  current  of  specie.  All  these  elements 
examined  and  deliberately  weiged  by  the  practical 
men  who  will  assemble  here  on  the  27th,  will  ena- 
ble them,  we  connot  doubt,  to  designate  the  period 
when — without  some  unlooked  for  interruption  or 
catastrophe — the  banks  of  New  York  may  and  will 
resume  specie  payments;  and  when  the  banks  of 
New  York  do  so,  others  must  follow.  Some  incon- 
venience and  some  loss  will — while  thimj-s  are  in  a 
state  of  transition — be  doubtless  expe^pced;  but 
no  loss  or  inconvenience  that  can,  or  should,  be 
weighed  an  instant  against  the  high  obligation, 
moral  and  political,  of  ali  parties,  to  co-operate  in 
restoring,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  the 
only  true  standard  of  value,  hard  money. 

It  would  of  course  be  idle  in  us,  with  our  limited 
knowledge  and  means  of  judging,  to  pretend  to  say 
when  precisely  this  period  will  be;  but  we  hazard 
little,  we  apprehend,  in  stating,  that  before  the  1st 
of  May,  1838 — and  within  less  than  a year,  there- 
fore, from  the  period  of  suepension — the  banks  of 
this  city  will  resume  specie  payments. 


Tlie  Cincinnati  Whig  says  that  one  house  in  that 
city  had  purchased  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
specie  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
tlie  banks.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  banks, 
which  are  dividing  profits  of  10  and  12  per  cent, 
per  annum,  during  tile  present  and  past  crying  times 
of  distress,  to  appropriate  those  profits  for  the  pur- 
chase of  specie  for  the  redemption  of  their  promises? 


Aggregate  statement  of  til?  condition  of  the 
banks  of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  1837,  taken  from  their  reports  to 
the  bank  commissioners  pursuant  to  law. 

Total  resources  of  the  ninety-five  banks. 
Discounted  bills  and  notes,  - - $56,691,276 

Oilier  loans,  .....  4.896,363 

Real  estate, 1,885, S77 

Overdrafts,  .....  217,898' 

Expenses  and  personal  estate,  - - 299,832 

Bapk  fund,  - - - - - 624,980 

Specie,  3,128,518 

Notes  of  other  banks,  ....  5,665,814 

Cash  iiems, 1,040.960 

Due  from  city  banks,  ...  - 8,781,745 

Due  from  other  banks  and  corporations,  8,893,178 
Other  investments,  ....  4,462,759 


Total  resources,  - 

Total  liabilities. 
Capital  stock,  - 
Circulation,  - 
Loans,  - 
Due  canal  fund,  -■ 

“ state  treasurer,  - 
“ United  States  treasurer,  - 
“ individual  depositors, , - 
Dividends  unpaid,  - 
Due  city  banks,  - - - - 

“ other  banks  and  corporations, 

Profils, 

Other  liabilities,  ... 


$95,589,200' 

$34,351,460 

15,184,702 

- 3,201,759 
2,426,745 

. 299,177 

- 306,164 

- 16,272,079 

74,637 

- 5,032,514- 
8.355,468 

- 6,957,279 
3,127,216 


Total  liabilities, 


$35,589,200 


The  late  Charles  C.  Harper.  From  the  Balt . 
American.  We  learn  that  our  much  lamented  towns- 
man, the  late  Charles  C.  Harper  esq.  has  bequeath- 
ed his  valuable  cabinet  ol'  minerals,  together  with 
liia  books,  instruments,  &c.  relating  to  the  science, 
to  the  Maryland  academy  of  science  and  literature, 
where  they  have  been  deposited  at  the  request  of 
the  testator  by  Robert  Gitmor,  esq.  and  professor 
Dvcatel.  In  noticing  this  act  of  liberality,  we  must 
be  permitted  to  advert  for  a moment  to  tlie  charac- 
ter of  the  individual  who  has  thus  in  his  last  mo- 
ments and  in  a foreign  land,  afforded  evidence  of 
his  deep  attachment  to  the  literary  and  scientific 
institutions  of  his  native  state.  Amiable  and  po- 
lished in  his  intercourse  wiih  I. is  fellow  men,  refin- 
ed in  his  moral  feelings  and  of  ripened  scholarship, 
Mr.  Haipcr  had  secured  to  himself  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  our  community,  and  although  young 
had  placed  himself  among  the  foremost  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  Had  it  pleased  an  all-rviso 
Providence  to  have  spared  him  , there  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  his  career  would  have  been  one 
of  dignified  usefulness  and  lolly  ambition.  Such, 
however,  has  not  been  the  will  of  his  Creator,  and 
it  remains  for  us  to  mourn  the  early  loss  of  one 
whose  dawning  promise  was  as  bright  as'  could  be 
presented  by  exalted  intelligence  and  spotless  moral 
character. 
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Indian  troubles  on  the  Missouri  fron- 
tier. We  are  gratified  to  learn,  by  the  annexed 
paragraph  from  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  14th 
instant,  that  the  apprehensons  entertained  on  ac- 
count of  threatened  Indian  troubles  on  the.  Missouri 
i'rontier,  have  been  happily  dispelled. 

By  late  information  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  we 
learn  the  frontier  people  below  the  Osage  river, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  raise  an  excitement  in 
that  section  of  the  state  by  expressing  alarms  against 
the  Osage  Indians,  many  of  whom  have  come  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  the  state  with  their  wives  and 
children,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  upon  the 
strength  of  written  permission  given  them  by  some 
of  the  white  inhabitants  residing  in  thestate.  Gen. 
Lucas  left  Independence  immediately  on  receiving 
the  rumor,  with  about  500  militia  to  oppose  the  ag- 
gressors. Col.  Kerny,  the  commandant  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  fearing  unnecessary  difficulty,  and 
believing  the  motives  of  the  Indians  to  be  entirely 
pacific,  immediately  despatched  capt.  Sumner  with 
one  hundred  dragoons,  and  a few  days  after  fifty 
more,  to  drive  the  Indians  without  the  boundary  of 
the  state  for  their  hunting  purposes,  and  to  interpose 
his  command,  and  keep  separate  the  whites  and  In- 
dians. The  circumstance  of  the  Indians  bringing 
their  wives  and  children  with  them  is  conclusive 
evidence  that  they  did  not  anticipate  danger  or 
bloodshed,  and  though  the  whites  had  no  authority 
to  grant  permission  to.  the  Indians  to  hunt  within 
the  limits  of  the  state,  vet  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  poor  ignorant  Indians  knew  that  they  were 
encroaching  when  they  had  received  permission 
from  the  whites.  It  is  believed,  however  now,  that 
all  difficulties  have  been  settled;  the  Indians  retreat- 
ed to  their  own  hunting  lands,  and  the  militia  to 
their  homes.  The  detachment  of  dragoons  sent  out 
under  capt.  Sumner  was  expected  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth on  the  10th  or  1 2th  inst. 

Bread  stuffs.  From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
It  has  become  a matter  of  great  importance  that  the 
next  European  packet  should  carry  out  strong  as- 
surances respecting  the  prices  of  bread  stufFs  in  the 
United  States.  Of  the  continuance  of  high  prices 
there  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt.  At  New  Or- 
leans flour  has  suddenly  advanced  to  $12  a bbl.  In 
Baltimore  the  price  is  $9  50,  and  here  it  is  $9  a 
9 50,  to  say  the  least.  In  Baltimore  wheat  sold 
last  week  at  fully  two  dollars  a bushel,  here  it  con- 
not  be  bought  under  that  price.  Rye  has  sold  very 
extensively  here  at  1,25  cents  for  56  lbs.,  and  corn 
would  readily  command  1,121-  cents.  We  believe 
the  opinion  of  the  dealers  is  that  lower  prices  are 
not  to  be  expected  before  spring,  and  that  high 
prices  will  be  established  unless  kept  down  by 
large  importations  from  abroad.  There  is  no 
chance  that  foreign  importations  will  be  large 
enough  to  depress  the  market  materially.  All  that 
is  expected  from  them  is  to  prevent  a much  further 
advance.  Foreign  merchants  may  therefore  cal- 
culate with  confidence  on  present  prices,  at  least, 
and  if  only  care  be  taken  in  putting  wheat  or  other 
grain  on  ship-board,  in  good  order,  it  will  arrive 
here  so  without  injury.  German  wheat  has  estab- 
lished a high  reputation  with  our  millers,  and  would 
at  any  time  command  the  highest  marketrates.  As 
to  rye,  it  is  wanted  chiefly  for  the  distillers,  and 
so  turns  to  little  real  good.  But  the  worms  of  the 
stills  must  be  kept  running,  for  man  will  have 
whiskey  whethertheir  families,  or  even  themselves, 
have  bread  or  not.  Sorry  as  we  are  for  the  neces- 
sity which  exists,  that  necessity  will  make  us  glad 
to  see  foreign  bread  stuffs  coming  again  freely  into 
our  ports.  The  Baltic  sea  will  be  closed  too  soon 
for  many  shipments  on  advices  now  sent  out,  but  in 
the  ports  of  England  there  are  great  quantities 
stored  in  bond,  and  from  other  countries  accessable 
through  the  Mediterranean,  the  winter  will  not  pre- 
vent the  movements  of  commerce. 

Speculation  extraordinap.y.  [Translated 
from  the  Gazeete  de  France.]  M.  Roblin,  an  old 
French  captain,  has  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation 
in  France,  and  proposes  to  form  an  association, 
with  a capital  stock  of  540,000  francs,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  markets  of  Paris,  Marseilles, 
and  of  Belgium,  with  oysters,  which  is  to  be  carried 
into  effect  by  means  o {floating  oyster  beds. 

The  projector  of  this  novel  scheme  has  purchased 
the  Isle  of  Plaissance,  on  whose  shores  are  seven- 
teen vast  native  beds,  alleged  to  furnish  the  finest 
oysters  in  all  France. 

It  is  calculated  that  by  the  employment  of  eight 
flat  boats  of  70  to  80  tons  burthen,  and  two  steam- 
boats of  40  horse  power  each,  the  transportation 
could  be  very  much  expedited,  and  the  article  itself 
preserved  from  damage,  to  which  it  is  so  frequently 
liable  when  transported  in  the  present  ordinary  way 
by  wagons  over  land;  arid  as  the  proposed  compa- 
ny’s means  would  allow  them  to  furnish  a much 


better  article,  at  reduced  prices,  the  consumption 
would  naturally  increase,  and  it  is  anticipated  the 
business  would  afford  handsome  returns  for  the  use 
of  the  capital  employed. 

According  to  one  of  the  calculations  subjoined  to 
the  advertisement,  the  annual  consumption  of  the 
capital  is  supposed  to  exceed  4,500,000  dozens  of 
oysters,  all  of  which  are  now  brought  there  in  car- 
riages, and  are  three  days  and  a half  on  the  road. 
More  than  half  the  amount  required  was  subscribed, 
at  the  time  the  first  notice  appeared. 

Charleston  and  Cincinnati  rail  road.  The 
Columbia,  S.  C.  Times  gives  us  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Charleston 
and  Cincinnati  Rail  Road  company,  at  the  late 
meeting  at  Flat  Rock. 

“The  president  is  to  receive  a salary  of  $6,000 
per  annum,  but  general  Hayne  has  generously  de- 
clined to  receive  more  than  $4,000  and  his  travel- 
ling expenses  during  the  ensuing  year,  in  consid- 
eration of  tile  moneyed  embarrassment  of  the  times. 
He  of  course  refuses  any  compensation  for  the  past 
year.  The  treasurer’s  salary  is  fixed  at  $2,000 
per  annum.  The  engineer  department  is  reorgan- 
ized. Maj.  McNeill  is  at  its  head,  with  a salary  of 
$8,000  per  annum,  and  $'2,000  for  his  travelling 
expenses.  There  are  to  be  under  him  four  brigades 
of  engineers,  each  composed  of  a chief,  a surveyor, 
a draughtsman,  and  a leveller,  with  the  necessary 
operatives.  Mr.  Cheeseborough  is  head  of  the 
western  brigades,  with  a salary  of  $3,000,  and  Mr. 
Drayton  of  one  of  the  South  Carolina  brigades, 
with  a salary  of  $2,500  per  annum.  Mr.  Colcock 
is  selected  by  the  chief  engineer  as  his  assistant, 
with  a salary  of  $ 2,500  per  annum.  Capt.  Wil- 
liams is  to  continue  on  duty  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  to  receive  $6,000*  for  his  past  and  future 
services,  and  then  to  terminate  his  connection  with 
the  company,  its  finances  not  admitting  of  the  con- 
tinued and  simultaneous  employment  of  two  such 
eminent  engineers  as  maj.  McNeill  and  himself” 

Progress  of  education.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren attending  primary  schools  in  France  is  estimat- 
ed at  4,000,000 — whole  population  32,560,934. 
The  number  of  children  attending  Sunday  and  day 
schools  in  Great  Britain  is  estimated  at  3,000,000; 
population,  14,000,000.  The  number  of  children 
attending  school  in  Massachusetts  is  300,000;  popu- 
lation, 701,331.  The  number  of  children  at  school 
in  New  York,  in  the  Districts  which  made  returns 
last  year,  was  532,167;  probable  whole  number 
650,000;  population  in  1830,  1,918, 60S  now  about 
2,500,000.  The  total  amount  of  the  School  fund  in 
New  Jersey  in  1836,  was  $254,575  66.  The  num- 
ber of  children  in  Pennsylvania  between  the  ages  of 
5 and  15  is  320,000 — whole  number  at  school 
150,838;  population  in  1830, 1,348,233.  The  school 
fund  in  Delaware  in  1836,  was  about  $180,000. 
The  number  of  school  districts  230;  population  in 
1830,76,748.  The  estimated  school  fupdinMichi- 
gan  is  about  $3,850,000.  School  fund  in  North 
Carolina  is  about  $1,500,000.  In  the  southern 
states  except  North  Carolina,  little  or  no  attention 
is  paid  to  education,  and  it  is  in  consequence  but 
little  diffused  among  the  people.  Efforts  are  now, 
however,  making  in  Kentucky,  to  secure  a general 
system  of  common  schools;  among  the  most  promi- 
nent ofthose  who  are  most  zealous  in  this  philan- 
thropic undertaking  in  that  state,  is  Robert  Wick- 
liffe,  jr.,  a recent  graduate  of  Harvard  university, 
and  a young  man  of  high  talents. 

Wisconsin  going  ahead — a.  new  state  al- 
most. The  temporary  capitol  for  the  territorial 
legislature  of  Wisconsin  is  just  completed  at  Bur- 
lington, according  to  the  Advertiser  of  that  place. 
It  is  said  to  be  a commodious  building.  There  are 
also  several  new  hotels;  and  as  a specimen  of  the 
larders  of  the  west,  the  editor  cites  as  every  day 
dishes,  a saddle  of  venison,  a prairie  chicken,  a wild 
goose,  duck,  fish,  &e.&c.  Among  other  evidences 
of  the  rapid  advances  ot  civilization  in  the  extreme 
northwest,  it  is  mentioned  that  there  is  a fine  steam 
ferry  boat  already  plying  across  the  river  Missis- 
sippi. Emigrants  are  pouring  in  by  the  thousands. 
The  editor  adds  the  following,  which,  in  truth  al- 
most appears  marvellous: 

Daily,  and  almost  hourly,  our  ferry  boats,  at  dif- 
ferent points  on  the  river,  bring  us  whole  families 
of  enterprising  citizens,  anxious  to  take  up  their 
abode  on  the  west  side  of  the  “Big  Pond;”  and  im- 
mediately opposite  our  town,  at  the  ferry  landings, 
we  have  nightly  encampments  of  emigrants,  ready 
to  cross.  We  think  we  speak  within  limits  when 
we  say  that  the  Black  Hawk  purchase,  at  this  day, 
contains  a population  of  25,000! — more  than  that 
of  the  whole  territory  a year  since.  We  are  neither 
prophets,  nor  sons  of  prophets;  but  from  the  extra- 
ordinary influx  of  population  within  the  last  year, 


we  hazard  the  prediction  that,  were  it  possible  lor 
Wisconsin  to  be  admitted  into  the  union  as  now 
organized,  she  would  be  found  to  contain  a suffi- 
cient number  of  inhabitants.  The  legislature  we 
take  it  for  granted,  will,  at  their  coming  session, 
make  provision  for  the  taking  of  the  census  next 
spring;  and  we  are  willing  to  let  these  predictions 
be  tested  by  the  result.  [New  York  Star. 

The  pork  trade.  The  Chilicothe  Gazette,  pre- 
mising that  for  several  years  past  that  town  has  been 
a 'mart  for  buyers  and  sellers  of  pork,  to  a great  ex- 
tent, remarks  that  owing  to  certain  influences  over 
which  neither  party  has  any  control,  there  have 
been  no  transactions  in  the  article  worth  mention- 
ing, this  season.  Purchasers  had  thus  far  made  no 
offer  exceeding  $3  50  per  hundred,  and  this  price 
had  not  been  acceded  to  by  sellers.  In  some  parts 
of  Ohio,  as  stated  by  that  paper,  occasional  sales 
had  been  made  at  $4  00.  The  Gazette  adds  that 
hundreds  of  hogs  have  been  driven  from  that  great 
pork  country,  within  a few  weeks  past,  seeking  an 
eastern  market,  where  better  prices  seem  to  prevail, 
and  that  “thousands  more  will  probably  follow.” 

Mortality  at  Natchez.  The  Mississippi 
Free  Trader  contains  an  account  of  the  ravages  of 
yellow  fever  in  Natchez,  with  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October.  Those 
in  the  former  month  amounted  to  76,  in  the  latterto 
168 — total  for  the  two  months,  244.  The  editor 
adds,  “this  is  quite  a tithe  abstracted  from  the  num- 
ber of  our  citizens  who  have  remained  in  the  city.” 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Virginia  has  begun  duly  to  appreciate  the  value 
and  importance  of  works  of  internal  improvement, 
and  is  now  pushing  her  enterprises  with  a perse- 
verance and  success  which  will  place  our  own  state 
in  the  back  ground,  unless  our  people  arouse  from 
the  apathetic  slumber  into  which  they  appear  to 
have  fallen.  The  following  article  from  the  Fre- 
dericksburg Arena  furnishes  a brief  but  spirited 
sketch  of  what  is  doing  in  rail  road  undertakings 
by  our  southern  neighbors.  Thus  do  we  see  our 
sister  state,  at  one  time  so  averse  to  internal  im- 
provements, particularly  of  this  description,  at  pre- 
sent pressing  them  to  completion,  and  deriving 
from  them  benefits  that  had  never  been  anticipated. 
Every  inch  of  rail  road  that  can  be  formed  is  an 
iron  bond  to  the  confederacy,  and  we  rejoice  almost 
as  much  at  seeing  such  addition  take  place  in  other 
stales  as  in  our  own,  so  far  at  least  as  political  effect 
is  concerned.  Friendly  as  we  certainly  are  to  all 
kinds  of  communication  between  distant  points  of 
our  country,  we  must  nevertheless  be  permitted  to 
prefer  our  own,  which,  passing  through  its  centre, 
will  diffuse  as  they  go  wealth,  kind  feeling  and 
mutual  confidence.  [Balt.  American. 

“There  is  no  part  of  our  duty  more  agreeable 
than  to  note  the  progress  of  the  great  works  of  our 
country;  and  we  may  say  none  that  requires  more 
watchfulness  and  care.  So  astonishing  has  been 
the  progress  of  the  spirit  of  improvement,  that  a 
journal,  devoted  to  the  subject  exclusively,  could 
hardly  keep  up  with  its  march.  Between  the  first 
broaching  of  the  idea  of  a given  work,  and  its  com- 
pletion, so  short  a time  is  permitted  to  elapse,  that 
all  the  country  is  not  informed  of  the  projerted  im- 
provement, before  it  is  announced  that  it  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  We  could  specify  many  instances 
of  this  kind — we  content  ourselves,  however,  by 
referring  to  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  rail 
road.  Within  little  more  than  a year  from  the 
period  at  which  the  scheme  was  first  presented  to 
the  public,  a reeonnoisance  of  the  route  was  made, 
a charter  obtained,  the  stock  taken,  the  company 
organized,  and  a portion  of  the  work  placed  under 
contract.  The  work  was  completed  within  two 
years  from  the  day  the  first  ground  was  broken,  not- 
withstanding the  unusual  severity  of  the  three  last 
winters.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the 
length  of  the  road— 61  miles— and  the  heavy  works 
required  on  a large  portion  of  the  route,  we  may 
safely  say  no  public  improvement  in  the  United 
States  has  been  carried  on  with  more  vigorand  suc- 
cess. It  has  already,  in  the  first  year  of  its  opera- 
tions, and  notwithstanding  some  adverse  circum- 
stances, yielded  a handsome  dividend,  and  we  be- 
lieve there  are  but  few  now  who  are  persuaded,  that 
the  maximum  of  dividend — 15  per  cent — will  be 
attained  within  a very  short  period.  The  road,  in 
its  conception,  progress,  completion,  and  manage- 
ment, reflects  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Passing  from  the  work  at  ourown  door,  and  cast- 
ing our  eyes  to  the  south,  we  see  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  just  on  the  point  of  being  united,  and 
thus  affording  a continuous  road  from  Fredericksburg 
to  the  Roanoke.  From  Norfolk  we  see  a road  of 
80  miles- — running  to  the  Roanoke,  in  successful 
operation.  The  Louisa  road  is,  in  part,  to  be  put 
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in  operation  forthwith.  The  North  Carolina,  the 
Gaston  and  Raleigh  road — a prolongation  of  the 
Petersburg  and  Roanoke  road — is  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, whilst  another  road,  almost  as  long,  is  nearly 
completed,  by  which  Wilmington  will  be  connect- 
ed with  the  Norfolk  and  Roanoke  improvement. 
In  South  Carolina,  we  behold  a company,  fully  or- 
ganized, just  undertaking  the  most  magnificent 
work  of  the  age — a road  of  nearly  600  miles  in 
length,  reaching  from  a point  on  the  Charleston  and 
Augusta  road  to  the  Ohio  river.  How  visionary 
was  this  project  deemed,  only  18  months  since, 
and  yet  it  will  be  fully  realized  in  less  than  seven 
years.  The  steps  taken  by  the  company  indicate 
an  intention  of  prosecuting  the  work  with  the  great- 
est energy.  Wherever  rail  roads  have  been  com- 
menced in  the  south,  there  have  been  displayed  a 
zeal  and  activity  truly  surprising — a combination  of 
southern  pluck  and  northern  bottom. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  north,  we  see  almost 
an  unbroken  rail  road  from  Washington  to  Boston, 
whilst  the  great  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  N.  York 
are  traversed  in  every  direction  by  rail  roads  and 
canals,  forming,  in  the  aggregate,  several  thousand 
miles  of  improvement.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
Ohio  arid  Indiana. 

We  are  highly  gratified  at  these  evidences  of  the 
enterprise  and  activity  of  our  countrymen.  They 
have  done  more,  in  ten  years,  than  all  the  hard 
money  governments  of  Europe  in  the  last  ten  cen- 
turies. We  rejoice  at  every  mile  of  road  or  canal 
that  is  completed,  as  adding  to  the  ties  of  union,  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  the  country,  and  increas- 
ing its  military  defences.” 


SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

There  is  now,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  a news- 
paper established  and  regularly  published  in  these 
far  distant  regions — a very  decided  evidence,  we 
hold,  of  the  progress  of  these  islanders  in  know- 
ledge and  the  arts  of  civilisation.  It  is  in  reference 
to  some  extracts,  recently  given  in  a Baltimore  pa- 
per, from  the  “Sandwich  Island  Gazette  and  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,”  that  the  Cincinnati  Evening 
Post  presents  the  subjoined  interesting  reminis- 
cences concerning  the  first  visit  of  an  American 
ship  to  these  islands: 

Sadwich  Islands — reminiscences.  It  is  now 
fifty  years  since  the  ship  Columbia,  captain  Ken- 
drick, and  the  sloop  Washington,  of  only  sixty  tons 
burden,  as  tender  to  the  ship,  were  fitted  out  at  and 
sailed  from  Boston,  on  a voyage  of  trade  and  dis- 
covery round  the  world.  This  was  the  first  enter- 
prise of  the  kind,  and  was  crowned  with  success. 
There  are  circumstances  attending  it,  that  are  fresh 
in  our  memory,  and  worthy  of  record.  When  the 
expedition  arrived  on  the  northwest  coast,  captain 
Kendrick  turned  his  back  on  his  country — prevail- 
ed on  a number  of  the  seamen  to  join  him,  took 
possession  of  the  sloop  Washington,  and  refused  to 
return.  Capt.  Robert  Gray  then  took  command  of 
the  Columbia,  and  continued  the  vovage.  On  his 
return  he  called  at  the  different  clusters  of  islands  in 
the  South  seas,  and  among  the  rest  at  the  Sand- 
wich, where,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  he  met 
with  the  most  friendly  attentions  from  the  natives, 
particularly  at  Owyhee,  where  their  king  resided. 
Such  was  the  confidence  placed  in  captain  Gray, 
both  by  king  and  people,  that  they  permitted  him 
to  bring  away  with  him  to  Boston  their  crown  prince, 
fully  relying  on  his  promise  to  return  him  to  them. 
The  ship  was  absent  upwards  of  three  years,- and 
had  not  been  heard  from  for  a large  portion  of  the 
time,  when,  in  the  summer  of  17.90,  in  a tine  after- 
noon, we  had  just  arrived  in  Boston,  from  Worces- 
ter, when  a strange  ship,  bearing  the  stars  and 
stripes  of  our  country,  arrived  abreast  of  the  castle, 
and  fired  a national  salute,  which  was  promptly  re- 
turned by  that  fortress: 

The  firing  was  distinctly  heard  and  seen  from 
Boston,  but  no  one  could  imagine  what  ship  it  was, 
bearing  our  country’s  flag,  and  doing  and  receiving 
such  high  honor.  The  inhabitants  were  all  in  mo- 
tion, and  coming  to  the  long  wharf  by  thousands;  in 
the  interim,  the  ship  was  recognized,  the  artillery 
were  ordered  out.  As  she  came  lo  anchor  off  the  end 
of  the  wharf,  the  delighted  multitudes  rent  the  air 
with  joyful  acclamations,  while  salvos  of  artillery 
shook  the  neighboring  hills,  and  the  astonished  peo- 
ple hurried  into,  the  city  to  join  in  the  general  joy. 
The  ship  having  returned  the  salute  of  the  city,  the 
custom  house  barge  was  manned,  when  the  vener- 
able general  Lincoln,  collector  of  the  port,  with  the 
owners  of  the  Columbia,  repaired  on  board,  and 
after  bidding  a hearty  welcome  fo  captain  Gray  and 
bis  princely  passenger,  they  all  returned  to  the 
wharf  together,  when  the  air  again  rang  with  loud 
acclaim,  and  the  artillery  again  poured  forth  its 
thunder.  The  prince,  who  was  an  Apollo  in  per- 
sonal symmetry  and  beauty,  was  dressed  in  a hel- 
met of  the  ancient  roman  form,  covered  with  small 


feathers  of  the  most  beautiful  plumage,  which  glit- 
tered in  the  sun,  while  on  his  body  he  wore  a close 
dress,  not  visible  except  the  sleeve,  and  over  it  a 
large  and  flowing  robe,  in  the  form  of  the  toga, 
made  of  cloth,  covered  with  feathers  precisely  like 
the  helmet.  In  this  splendid  costume,  he  took  the 
arm  of  captain  Gray,  and  a procession  being  formed, 
they  marched  to  governor  Hancock’s,  who  sent  his 
adjutant  general  to  bid  them  welcome.  Altera  re- 
sidence of  some  months,  the  ship  was  refitted,  and, 
with  the  same  commander,  returned  the  prince  in 
safety  to  his  country  amyriends;  from  thence  sprung 
all  that  friendly  intercourse  between  those  happy 
islanders  and  the  United  States,  to  whom  they  are 
indebted  for  civilization  and  the  useful  arts  which 
are  making  such  progress  among  them. 

REMINISCENCES  OF  SAMUEL  ADAMS. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Post. 

There  are  but  few  subjects  that  afford  us  more 
satisfaction  than  looking  back  upon  our  youth,  and 
searching  the  storehouse  of  memory  for  those  facts 
then  laid  up  in  it  for  future  use.  In  the  pursuit  of 
this  object,  we,  some  two  years  since,  wrote  remi- 
niscences of  John  Hancock,  which,  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  were  prized  by  his  descend- 
ants, and  read  with  avidity  by  many  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Very  recently,  the  news  from  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  recalled  to  memory  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  first  intercourse  had  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  with  those  then  interest- 
ing savages — now,  a civilized  and  prosperous  peo- 
ple: 

We  have  taken  for  our  subject,  on  this  occasion, 
our  recollections  of  Samuel  Adams,  who,  though 
not  “a  hero  without  example,”  was  “a patriot  without 
reproach.”  In  speaking  of  circumstances  so  long 
passed,  we  shall  speak  only  of  what  we  know; 
never  having  read  “the  biography  of  the  signers  of 
the  declaration  of  independence,”  vve  know  not 
what  accounts  may  be  given  of  any  of  them.  We 
never  saw  Mr.  Adams  until  the  year  1792;  he  was 
then  far  in  the  vale  of  years,  with  a constitution 
which  was,  judging  from  his  appearance,  naturally 
stong,  but  nearly  worn  out,  not  with  toil,  but  care. 
He  still  continued  to  use  all  the  exercise  his  strength 
would  admit,  by  visiting,  almost  daily,  a Mr. 
Hughes,  a constable,  a respectable  calling  in  Boston, 
in  those  days,  whatever  it  may  be  now.  They 
had  been  friends  from  early  life,  and  the  same  in- 
timacy was  common  between  their  respective  la- 
dies. 

Mr.  Adams  was  then  lieutenant  governor,  a 
place  of  honor,  with  but  little  profit,  and  no  duty 
at  ail,  except  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  governor, 
when  ex-ojjicio,  the  duties  of  the  executive  devolved 
upon  the  lieutenant.  Mr.  Adams  lived  in  a large 
old-fashioned  frame  house,  on  Winter  street,  which 
had  once  been  painted  yellow,  but,  like  its  vene- 
rable owner,  was  a good  deal  the  worse  for  wear. 
He  entertained  little  or  no  company,  having  nei- 
ther means  nor  inclination  to  do  it.  He  was  poor. 
On  the  death  of  governor  Hancock,  he  walked  as 
chief  mourner,  proceeded  only  by  the  Hancock 
piece  of  artillery.  (It  is  proper  here  to  remark, 
that  the  first  cannon  taken  from  the  British,  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  were  two  brass  four-pound- 
ers, on  one  of  which  was  engraven,  by  order  of  the 
state,  the  name  of  John  Hancock,  and  on  the 
other,  Samuel  Adams,  with  appropriate  devices.) 
Before  the  almost  interminable  procession  had 
reached  state  street,  Mr.  Adams’s  strength  failed 
him,  and  he  retired.  He  had  then  become  ex  officio 
governor  of  the  state,  and,  at  the  next  election, 
was  confirmed  in  his  high  office  by  the  votes  of  the 
people. 

The  then  salary  of  the  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, if  our  memory  serves,  was  a thousand  pounds 
currency,  or  $3,033 — but  a very  small  sum  towards 
enabling  the  incumbent  of  the  gubernatorial  chair 
to  follow  the  example,  in  style  and  hospitality,  set 
by  Hancock,  who  lived  and  entertained  like  a 
prince.  Mr.  Adams  possessed  neither  carriage 
nor  horses,  but  he  had  been  elected  governor  but 
a few  weeks,  when  some  gentlemen  of  Boston  pre- 
sented the  venerable  patriot  with  a new  and  hand- 
some chariot,  and  a pair  of  as  handsome  horses  as 
there  were  in  the  city.  The  first  use  he.  made  of 
his  new  equipage,  show's  the  man  in  a point  of 
view  too  rare  not  to  be  admired:  seating  himself 
beside  his  venerable  lady,  they  drove  to  constable 
Hughes’s  where  Ihe  governor  alighted,  and  hand- 
ing" Mrs.  Hughes  into  the  seat,  the  two  old  ladies 
drove  off  together,  whilst  he  stayed  and  talked  with 
his  old  friend,  and  we  stood  by  devourin':  their  dis- 
course. In  1793,  theatrical  entertainments  were 
first  introduced  into  Boston,  after  the  revolution; 
they  thought  to  avoid  the  penalty  of  the  statute  by 
advertising  their  plays  as  “ moral  lectures:”  for  in- 
stance, there  was  “the  moral  lecture  of  George  Barn- 
well,” Richard  the  Third,  Etc.  &c.  this  passed  for 


a very  few  nights,  before  governor  Hancock  sent 
the  high  sheriff,  who  made  prisoner  of  the  hump- 
backed tyrant  while  in  his  robes  upon  the  stage; 
the  audience  became  greatly  incensed,  and  taking 
the  portrait  of  the  governor  from  the  stage  box, 
they  trod  it  underfoot.  The  next  night  they  went 
armed  with  clubs  to  the  theatre,  but  there  was  no 
more  interference.  A splendid  theatre  was  built. 
A vote  of  the  town  was  taken  on  the  question,  and 
it  was  carried  in  its  favor.  Application  was  made 
to  the  legislature  to  repeal  the  law  against  theatri- 
cal performances,  and  it  passed  both  houses;  but 
Mr.  Adams  was  then  governor,  and  refused  to 
sign  it,  and  we  doubt  whether  it  has  ever  been  re- 
pealed to  this  day. 

It  is  recorded  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  a large  sum 
was  offered  him, by  agents  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  take  sides  with  it  against  his  native  land, 
but  it  was  indignantly  spurned;  and,  on  a subse- 
quent occasion,  when  a similar  circumstance  was 
alluded  to,  he  exclaimed,  “they  well  know  that  a 
guinea  never  glistened  in  my  eyes.”  It  was  well  lor 
our  country,  and  for  mankind,  that  there  were  such 
men,  in  whose  eyes  guineas  did  not  glisten:  they 
appear  to  have  been  raised  up  for  the  occasion; 
and  having  accomplished  the  great  work  given  them 
to  do,  have  disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  there  have  arisen  in  their  stead  a race  of  men  so 
unlike  them,  that  it  seems  scarcely  possible  they 
can  be  the  descendants  of  such  sires;  the  contrast 
is  striking,  and  well  calculated  to  make  us  tremble 
for  the  future. 


RIOT  AT  ALTON,  ILLINOIS. 

From  the  Alton  Spectator  of  the  9lh  mst. 

We  have  delayed  our  paper  lor  the  purpose  of 
inserting  the  following  .statement  of  the  tragical 
occurrence  that  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  7th 
inst.  The  mayor  presents  a plain  statement  of  facts 
without  comment.  This  statement  precludes  all 
remark  from  us,  except  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
statement,  which  we  have  been  assured  from  va- 
rious sources  to  be  entirely  correct. 

Mayor’s  office,  city  of  Alton,  Nov.  8 ih,  1837. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

In  order  that  the  public  mind  may  be  correctly 
informed  of  the  lamentable  and  fatal  tragedy  that 
was  enacted  in  our  city  on  the  night  of  the  7th  inst. 
and  with  a view  of  preventing  and  correcting  dis- 
torted statements  of  the  proceedings  of  the  mob  and 
those  persons  against  whom  the  attack  was  direct- 
ed, 1 deem  it  incumbent  on  me  and  proper,  that  I 
should  present  in  my  official  capacity,  a plain  state- 
ment of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  unhappy 
excitement  that  has  so  long  agitated  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  citizens  of  Alton.  Without  re- 
curring to  the  causes  of  results  of  previous  excite- 
ments in  reference  to  the  “Alton  Observer”  press 
and  its  final  destruction,  I shall  confine  my  state- 
ment to  the  last  and  most  melancholy  occurrence 
which  has  befallen  our  city. 

For  several  days  past  it  had  been  announced,  and 
generally  believed,  that  a printing  press  was  hourly 
expected  to  he  landed  at  our  wharf.  It  had  also 
been  the  current  rumor,  that  this  press  was  intend- 
ed forthe  re-establishment  of  the  “Alton  Observer.” 
The  circulation  of  these  rumors  produced  no  small 
degree  of  excitement  among  those  who  had  taken 
a decided  stand  against  the  abolition  sentiments 
that  were  understood  to  have  been  disseminated 
through  the  columns  of  the  “Observer.”  Various 
reports  of  a threatening  character  against  the  land- 
ing of  the  press  were  in  circulation,  which  led  the 
friends  of  the  Observer  arid  its  editor  to  make  pre- 
parations to  defend  the  press,  in  case  any  violence 
should  be  offered  by  those  opposed  to  the  publica- 
tion of  that  paper.  On  Tuesday,  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  I was  called  from  my  lodgings  "and 
informed  that  the  press  had  arrived  at  the  wharf, 
and  that  my  official  interference  was  desired.  I 
immediately  repaired  to  the  wharf,  and  remained 
there  until  the  press  was  landed,  and  stored  in  the 
warehouse  *ot  Messrs.  Godlrey,  Gilman  and  Co. 
There  were  no  indications  of  violence  or  resistance 
on  the  part  of  any  one  at  that  time. 

The  arrival  of  the  “abolition  press”  (as  it  was. 
called)  was  generally  known  in  the  early  part  of 
that  day.  which  served  to  re-kindle  the  excitement. 
Representation  was  made  to  the  common  council 
of  the  threatening  reports  which  were  in  circulation. 
The  common  council  did  not,  however,  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  any  action  on  the  subject.  Gentle- 
men directly  interested  in  protecting  the  press  from 
mob  violence,  deemed  it  expedient  to  guaid  the 
warehouse  with  men  and  arms,  in  readiness  to  resist 
violence,  should  any  be  offered.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  night  of  Tuesday,  it  was  reported  through 
the  city  thatlhere  were  from  30  to  40  armed  men 
on  guard  within  the  warehouse. 

About  10  o’clock  at  night  20  or  30  persons  ap- 
peared at  the  south  end  of  the  warehouse  and  gave 
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some  indications  of  an  attack.  Mr.  W.  S.  Gilman, 
from  the  third  story  of  the  warehouse,  addressed 
those  without,  and  urged  them  to  desist,  and  at  the 
same  time  informed  them  that  the  persons  within 
the  warehouse  were  prepared,  and  should  endeavor 
to  defend  their  property,  and  that  serious  conse- 
quences might  ensue.  Those  without  demanded 
the  press,  and  said  they  would  not  be  satisfied  until 
it  was  destroyed;  and  they  did  not  wish  to  injure 
any  person,  or  other  property,  but  insisted  on  hav- 
ing the  press.  To  which  Mr.  G.  replied  that  the 
press  could  not  be  given  up.  The  persons  outside 
then  repaired  to  the  north  end  of  the  building,  and 
attacked  the  building  by  throwing  stones,  &c  ; and 
continued  their  violence  for  15  or  20  minutes,  when 
a gun  was  fired  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the 
warehouse,  and  a man  named  Lyman  Bishop  was 
mortally  wounded.  He  was  carried  to  a surgeon’s 
office,  and  the  mob  withdrew  and  dispersed  with 
the  exception  of  a small  number. 

Upon  the  first  indication  of  a disturbance,  I called 
upon  the  civil  authorities  most  convenient,  and  re- 
paired with  all  despatch  to  the  scene  of  action. 
By  this  time  the  firing  from  the  warehouse  and  the 
consequent  death  of  one  of  their  number,  (Bishop 
died  soon  after  he  received  the  shot),  had  greatly 
increased  the  excitement,  and  added  to  the  numbers 
of  the  mob.  Owing  to  the  late  hour  of  the  night, 
hut  few  citizens  were  present  at  the  onset,  except 
those  engaged  in  the  contest.  Consequently  the  civil 
aulhorities  could  do  but  little  towards  dispersing 
the  mob,  except  by  persuasion.  A large  number  of 
people  soon  collected  around  me.  I was  requested 
to  go  to  the  warehouse  and  state  to  those  within 
that  those  outside  had  resolved  to  destroy  the  press, 
and  that  they  would  not  desist  until  they  had  ac- 
complished their  object;  that  all  would  retire  until 
I should  return,  which  request  was  made  by  accla- 
mation, and  all  soon  retired  to  await  my  return. 

I was  replied  to  by  those  within  the  warehouse  that 
they  had  assembled  there  to  protect  their  properiv 
against  lawless  violence,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  do  so.  The  mob  began  again  to  assemble 
with  increased  numbers,  and  with  guns  and  wea- 
pons of  different  kinds.  I addressed  the  multitude 
and  commanded  them  to  desist  and  disperse,  to 
which  they  listened  attentively  and  respectfully, 
but  to  no  purpose — a rush  was  now  made  to  the 
warehouse,  with  the  cry  of  “fire  the  house,”  “burn 
them  out,”  &•:.  The  firing  soon  became  fearful 
and  dangerous  between  the  contending  parties— so 
much  so  that  the  further  interposition  on  the  part 
of  the  civil  aulhorities  and  citizens  was  believed  al- 
together inadequate  and  hazardous  in  the  extreme; 
no  means  were  at  my  control,  or  that  of  any  other 
oificer  present,  by  which  the  mob  could  be  dispersed 
and  the  loss  of  life  ami  shedding  of  blood  prevented. 
Scenes  of  the  most  daring  recklessness  and  infuri- 
ated madness  followed  in  quick  succession.  The 
building  was  surrounded  and  the  inmates  were 
threatened  with  extermination  and  death  in  the 
most  fiightful  tbrm  imaginable.  Every  means  of 
escape  by  flight  were  cut  off.  The  scene  now  be- 
came one  of  most  appalling  and  heart-rending  in- 
terest! Fifteen  or  twenty  citizens,  among  whom 
were  some  of  our  most  worthy  and  enterprising, 
were  apparently  doomed  to  an  unenviable  and  in- 
evitable death  if  the  flames  continued. 

About  tlie  time  the  fire  was  communicated  to  the 
building,  rev.  E.  P.  Lovejov,  (late  editor  of  the 
Observer),  received  four  balls  in  his  breast,  near 
the  door  of  the  warehouse,  and  fell  a corpse  in  a 
few  seconds,  two  others  from  the  warehouse  were 
wounded.  Several  persons  engaged  in  the  attack 
were  severely  wounded,  the  wounded  however  are 
not  considered  dangerous.  The  contest  had  been 
raging  for  an  hour  or  more,  when  the  persons  in 
the  warhouse,  by  some  means  (the  exact  manner  it 
was  done  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain)  inti- 
mated that  they  would  abandon  the  house  and  I he 
press,  provided  that  they  were  permitted  to  depart 
unmolested. 

The  doors  were  soon  thrown  open  and  those 
within  retreated  down  Front  street.  Several  guns 
were  fired  upon  them  while  retreading,  and  one  In- 
dividual had  a narrow  escape — a ball  passed  through 
his  coat  near  his  shoulder.  A large  number  of  per- 
sons now  rushed  into  the  warehouse,  threw  the  press 
upon  the  wharf,  where  it  was  broken  in  pieces  and 
thrown  into  the  river.  The  fire  in  (he  roof  of  the 
warehouse  was  extinguished  by  a spectator,  who  de- 
serves great  praise  for  his  courageous  interference, 
and  but  little  damage  was  done  by  it  lo  the  building. 
No  disposition  seemed  to  he  manifested  to  destroy 
any  other  property  in  the  warehouse.  Without 
further  attempts  at  violence  the  mob  now  dispersed 
ami  no  further  open  indications  of  disorder  or  vio- 
lence has  been  manifested. 

The  foregoing  is  stated  on  what  I consider  un- 
doubted authority,  and  mostl y from  my  own  personal 
knowledge.  JOHN  M.  KRUM,  mayor. 
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September  11,  1S37. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  Geographical  society: 

Sin:  As  the  expedition,  from  which  I have  just 
returned,  originated  with  the  Geographical  society, 
and  itsTecoinmendation,  was  most  liberally  carried 
into  elfect  by  his  majesty’s  government,  I feel  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  oiler  to  the  society  an  outline 
of  the  principal  events  which  occurred,  from  the 
time  of  my  quitting  Englaifd,  in  June,  1S36,  till  my 
return  lo  Lough  Swilly,  on  the  night  of  Sunday  the 
2d  inst. 

In  a statement  of  this  description,  it  would  he 
impossible  to  enter  into  the  details  of  all  the  extra- 
ordinary, I may  say  unparalleled  circumstances, 
which  have  marked  the  course  of  (he  whole  of  our 
proceedings;  such  details  I trust  I may  shortly  he 
enabled  (o  alford  to  the  society  and  to  the  public  in 
a more  complete  form,  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  is 
due  to  those  who  took  so  warm  an  interest  in  the 
expedition.,  to  furnish  them  with  an  authentic  narra- 
tive of  the  voyage,  which  must,  however,  necessa- 
rily be  very  brief,  and  will  consist  of  extracts  se- 
lected from  my  daily  journal,  as  better  calculated 
to  convey  a correct  impression  of  the  singular  oc- 
currences to  which  we  were  witnesses. 

June  23 — We  took  our  departure  from  Papa 
Westra,  and  steered  across  the  Atlantic:  the  weth- 
er stormy.  July  30 — We  fell  in  with  the  ice,  and, 
on  the  following  day,  we  first  saw  the  coast  of  Labra- 
dor, near  Cape  Chudleigh.  Aug.  1 — Passed  through 
Hudson’s  straits,  and,  on  the  6'tli,  saw  some  of  the 
company’s  .ships,  apparently  beset  with  ice,  o.T the 
North  Bluff.  By  keeping  close  with  the  land,  we 
got  a-head,  and  lost  sight  of  them:  and,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  we  were  ourselves  hampered.  Tile 
j ice  was  compact,  and  covered  the  horizon  towards 
the  Hudson  bay,  as  far  as  could  be  seen  from  the 
mast-head,  while  to  the  north-west  it  presented  a 
contrary  appearance.  I had,  therefore,  no  hesita- 
tion in  proceeding  in  that  direction. 

Aug.  16 — We  got  a run  of  forty  miles  from 
Trinity  isles;  yet  did  not  get  sight  of  Raffin  island 
till  the  23d.  when  we  also  saw  Southampton  island 
to  the  S.  W.  Two  days  of  westerly  wind  at  this 
crisis  would  have  enabled  us  to  reach  Repulse 
bay;  but  easterly  winds  prevailed,  and  packed  the 
whole  body  of  ice  in  such  a manner,  that  all  hope 
of  retracing  our  steps  to  pass  to  the  southward  of 
Southampton  island,  and  up  sir  Thomas  Roe’s 
.Welcome,  was  out  of  tlie  question.  On  the  29th 
we  were  drifted  by  the  ice  to  hit.  65°  50  N..  long. 
82°  7 W.:  this  was  our  extreme  north  point,  and 
here  we  were  within  about  forty  miles  of  Winter 
island,  where  the  Hecla  and  Fury  passed  the 
winter  of  1821.  By  dint  of  wearing,  the  ship  was 
worked  to  the  southward  towards  Southampton  Is- 
land, whither  we  were  attracted  by  the  flattering 
appearance  of  lanes  of  open  water.  Sept.  4 — We 
were  only  136  miles  from  Repulse  hay,  and  two 
days  of  strong  breeze  would  have  led  us  through 
Frozen  strait  to  our  destination.  During  the  next 
fortnight  we  continued  drilling  slowly  to  the  west- 
ward, passing  within  three  miles  of  Cape  Comfort, 
a bluff' head  land,  rising  about  1 ,000  feet  above  the 
sea.  Sept.  20 — We  were  seriously  nipped  by  the 
ice;  so  much  so  as  to  start  some  of  the  ship’s  fasten- 
ings. On  the  23d,  being  within  twenty  five  miles 
of  the  Duke  of  York’s  bay,  we  tried  to  cut  through 
the  ice,  hut  found  it  impracticable,  as  it  closed  im- 
mediately. From  this  date  the  ship  was  no  longer 
under  our  guidance;  but  being  closely  beset,  was 
carried  to  and  fro,  according  to  the  wind  and  tide. 
Sent.  26 — We  were  drifted  into  lat.  65°  48',  long 
83°  40'  our  extreme  western  point,  and  ninety  miles 
from  Repulse  bay.  Sept.  27 — A rush  of  ice  from 
the  eastward  lifted  the  ship’s  stern  7-h  feet  out  of 
the  water.  Constantly  easterly  winds.  Oct.  9 — 
A clear  channel  in  shore  as  far  as  Cape  Bylot.  for 
the  spaee  of  twelve  hours,  and  again  on' the  27th; 
but  we  were  so  completely  frozen  up,  we  could  not 
take  advantage  of  it;  although,  to  elfect  so  import- 
ant an  object,  the  ice  saws,  axes,  and  every  other 
implement,  so  liberally  supplied  by  government, 
were  put  in  requisition  and  all  the  energy  of  both 
officers  and  crew  was  strained  to  the  utmost.  Oct. 
17— The  thermometer  fell  to  9°  below  zero  of  Fah- 
renheit. In  the  beginning  of  November,  the  ship 
was  housed  in,  and  every  arragement  made  for  meet- 
ing the  rigor  of  winter.  Snow  walls  were  raised 
round  the  ship;  and  in  this  manner  we  drifted,  to 
and  fro  off  the  highland  of  Cape  Comfort,  at  times 
carried  so  close  to  the  rocks  as  to  excite  alarm  for 
the  safety  of  the  ship.  Dec,  21 — A furious  gale 
from  the  westward  drove  us  offshore,  fourteen  miles 
to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Comfort,  from  which  point 
the  coast,  not  before  laid  down  on  our  chart,  was 
surveyed  as  we  drifted  to  the  south  eastward,  for  the 
distance  of  about  120  miles,  as  far  as  Seahorse  point, 
the  eastern  extreme  of  Southampton  island.  The 


general  character  of  the  coast,  barren  hills  and  cliffs, 
varying  from  750  to  1,000  feet  above  the  sea.  On 
Christinas  day,  the  first  symptoms  of  scurvy  showed 
themselves,  which  gradually  extended  itself  lo  all 
hands. 

At  one  time  twenty-five  men  were  suffering  se- 
verely from  it;  eventually,  only  three  persons  fell 
victims  to  this  dreadful  disease,  viz;  the  gunner  and 
two  seamen.  In  the  beginning  of  January,  during 
a calm,  our  floe  of  ice  split  with  a fearful  crash;  and 
this  was  the  commencement  of  a series  of  shocks, 
that  nothing  but  the  strength  of  the  mass  of  timber 
and  iron  employed  in  fortifying  the  ship  could  have 
withstood:  as  it  was  tlie  vessel  strained  in  every 
direction.  Feb.  18 — Eariy  in  the  morning,  ther- 
mometer at  33  below  zero,  a disruption  of  the  ice 
look  place;  and  waves  of  ice  thirty  feet  were  rolled 
towards  the  ship,  which  complained  much.  The 
decks  were  separated,  the  beams  raised  off'  the 
shelf  pieces.  Lashings  and  shores,  used  for  sup- 
porters, gave  way;  iron  bolts  partially  drawn;  and 
the  whole  iraine  ol  the  ship  trembled  so  violently, 
as  to  throw  some  of  the  men  down. 

Yet  this  was  not  our  worst  disaster.  On  the  15th 
March,  while  drilling  to  the  south  eastward,  off' a 
low  point  since  then  appropriately  named,  “Terror- 
point,”  a tremendous  rush  of  ice  from  the  north 
west  took  the  ship  astern;  and  although  buried  to 
the  flukes  of  the  anchor  in  a dock  of  ice,  such  was 
the  pressure,  that  she  was  forced  upon  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  thrown  over  to  starboard.  The 
sternpost  was  carried  away,  and  the  stern  lifted  se- 
ven feet  out  of  the  water.  The  same  night  a se- 
cond rush  of  ice  tore  up  the  remnants  of  our  floe, 
forced  the  ship  on  tlie  ice,  so  that  her  forefoot  was 
quite  out  of  water.  Her  sunken  stern  was  threat- 
ened by  an  overhanging  wave  of  ice  full  thirty  feet 
high;  but  which  providentially  stopped  as  it  touch- 
ed the  quarter  of  the  ship.  The  water  poured  in 
through  the  stern  frame,  and  the  ship  creaked 
and  strained  in  every  direction.  Provisions  were 
got  on  deck;  llie  boats  lowered,  and  every  prepara- 
tion made  for  the  worst  extremity;  and  in  the 
darkness  and  silence  of  night,  we  candy  awaited 
the  anticipated  coming  of  another  shock,  which,  to 
ail  human  appearances,  must  have  been  the  last. 
Heaven  ordained  it  otherwise,  and  in  this  novel 
cradle  of  ice,  we  were  drifted  without  further  inju- 
ry to  Seahorse  point.  The  ice  that  bore  us  was  as- 
certained to  be  seventy-five  feet  thick;  and  it  was 
not  until  we  had  sawed  through  long  lines  of  twen- 
ty-five feet  thick,  at  a future  day,  that  the  ship  was 
freed  from  this  situation.  The  position  of  Seahorse 
point  was  determined  io  be  6S°  43  long.  80°  10^W. 
variation  49°  westerly.  The  lowest  temperature 
was  53°  below  zero,  when  both  mercury  and  bran- 
dy were  frozen. 

On  the  first  of  May  the  ship,  still  on  the  ice,  was 
drifted  near  Mill  island,  thence  io  the  southward  of 
Nottingham  island,  between  it  and  Cape  Wolster- 
helrne,  a perpendicular  cliff  of  1,000  feet  high; 
thence  to  the  northward  of  Charles’  island,  which 
we  reached  on  the  21st  of  June.  The  ice  now 
showed  symptoms  of  disruption,  and  we  set  all 
hands  to  work,  with  a 35  feet  saw  worked  by 
shears:  and  on  the  11th  of  July,  having  sawed  to 
within  three  feet,  the  ice  split  in  a fore  and  aft  di- 
rection, and  liberated  the  larboard  side.  We  im- 
mediately made  sail  on  the  ship,  but  found  we  could 
not  extricate  her  from  an  iceberg  between  the  fore 
and  main  chains.  We  again  had  recourse  to  saws 
and  purchases,  when  the  lump  of  ice,  still  fast  to 
the  ship,  rose  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  threw 
the  vessel  on  her  beam  ends,  the  water  rushing 
with  frightful  rapidity. 

All  hands  were  instantly  set  to  work  again,  and 
labored  day  and  night,  unremittingly,  at  the  fa- 
tiguing hut  indispensable  operation  of  sawing;  till, 
exhausted  bv  their  exertions,  I was  obliged  to  call 
them  in  from  the  ice  for  rest  and  refreshment.  Not 
a quarter  of  an  hour  had  elapsed  from  quitting  the 
work,  when  a sudden  disruption  of  the  ice  took 
place,  and  the  mass  crashed  with  terrific  violence 
against  the  ship’s  side,  snapping,  apparently  with- 
out effort,  the  lashings  and  spars  that  had  been 
placed,  fearing  this  occurrence;  and,  hut  for  the 
merciful  interposition  of  Providence,  all  would  in- 
evitably have  been  crushed  by  the  mass  of  ice  on 
which  they  had  just  been  laboring.  As  the  ice 
separated,  the  ship  righted  and  drifted  along.  Find- 
ing it  impossible  to  hang  the  old  rudder,  a spare  one 
was  filter!,  and  sail  made  on  the  ship.  It  was  an 
anxious  moment,  as  vve  waited  to  see  if  she  would 
answer  her  helm;  and  as  she  bore  up  before  the 
wind,  with  her  head  towards  England,  a cheer  of 
gratitude  burst  from  all  on  board. 

I had  cherished,  to  the  last  moment,  the  hope  that 
the  damages  sustained  might  not  be  so  great  as  to 
prevent  my  pushing  for  Wager  Inlet  by  sir  Thomas 
Roe’s  VYelcome,  and  there  to  beach  the  ship  and 
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repair  damages,  while  some  in  boats  carried  into 
effect  the  object  of  our  expedition:  but  when  I 
found  that  she  required  two  pumps  constantly  going 
to  keep  her  free,  that  both  outer  and  inner  stern- 
posts  were  gone,  the  keel  seriously  damaged,  be- 
sides various  other  casualties,  I felt  it  became  my 
duty,  however  reluctantly,  to  make  the  best  of  our 
way  homewards.  Fortunately,  the  early  part  of 
our  passage  across  the  Atlantic  was  favorable;  but, 
subsequently,  the  weather  became  boisterous,  and 
the  leaks  increased  very  much,  so  that  we  could 
barely  keep  her  free  with  incessant  pumping:  to 
secure  the  ship  also,  we  were  obliged  to  frap  her 
together  with  the  stream  chain  cable. 

On  the  6th  of  August  we  again  passed  through 
Hudson’s  straits;  and  on  the  3d  of  September  ar- 
rived in  Lough  Swilly,  not  having  let  go  our  an- 
chor since  June,  1836.  The  north  eastern  stem  of 
Southampton  Island,  has  been  now  surveyed  for 
the  first  time  by  lieut.  Owen  Stanley,  who  has  also 
made  various  views  of  the  coast,  and  a chart  show- 
ing the  track  of  the  ship.  The  remarkable  posi- 
tions in  which  the  ship  was  placed  among'  the  ice, 
are  admirably  illustrated  by  lieut.  Smyth,  in  a se- 
ries of  spirited  and  characteristic  drawings.  I can- 
not conclude  this  brief  accouut  without  bearing  tes- 
timony to  the  great  assistance  I have  invariably 
received  from  lieut.  Smyth  and  all  the  officers  and 
crew  employed  under  my  command  in  this  expedi- 
tion; to  the  cheerful  obedience  with  which  all  or- 
ders were  obeyed;  and  to  the  steadiness  of  beha- 
viour evinced  in  circumstances  of  no  common  trial. 
To  speculate  on  what  might  have  been  the  result  of 
this  expedition,  had  ever  I reached  either  Repulse 
bay  or  Wager  river,  would  now  be  idle;  but  I can- 
not resist  the  opportunity  of  recording  my  unalter- 
ed opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  service 
when  once  a party  should  have  reached  either  of 
the  before  mentioned  starting  places. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

GEORGE  BACK. 

To  capt.  Washington,  R.  N.,  secretary  R.  G.  S. 


INDIAN  MEDIATION. 

The  deputation  of  Cherokee  chiefs,  proceeding 
to  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  mediating  between 
the  Seminoles  and  the  United  States,  left  here  on 
Wednesday  morning  last,  in  the  steamer  Poinsett, 
capt.  Trathen. 

We  have  obtained  a copy  of  the  talk  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  Seminoles,  and  insert  it  below.  It  con- 
tains sentiments  highly  honorable  to  the  influential 
Cherokee  who  penned  it,  shewing  that  he  under- 
stands the  peculiar  situation  in  which  the  aborigi- 
nals of  the  country  are  placed,  and  properly  esti- 
mates the  good  feelings  entertained  by  our  govern- 
ment towards  them.  We  reiterate  the  hope  that 
the  mediation  may  be  successful;  for,  while  we  feel 
the  strongest  indignation  at  the  outrages  that  have 
been  committed  by  these  savages,  we  have  no  de- 
sire that  their  blood  should  be  shed,  if  it  is  possible 
to  avoid  proceeding  to  such  an  extremity. 

[ Charleston  Courier. 

To  the  chiefs,  headmen  and  warriors  of  the  Seminoles 
of  Florida. 

I address  you  in  the  name  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
as  its  principal  chief,  and  with  the  feelings  of  a bro- 
ther, hold  out  to  you  the  hand  of  friendship.  I am 
of  the  aboriginal  race  of  the  red  man,  of  this  great 
island,  and  so  are  you. 

The  path  which  leads  from  my  council  fire  to  that 
of  yours  is  a long  one,  and  there  has  been  no  inter- 
course between  us.  My  native  language  is  differ- 
ent from  that  of  yours,  and  we  are  strangers  to  each 
other.  Yet  the  time  was,  when  our  ancestors  once 
smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  together,  therefore  I ask 
you  to  listen  to  my  talk.  Do  not  let  my  w'ords  en- 
ter in  one  ear  and  pass  through  the  other  like  the 
listless  winds,  but  receive  them  firmly  into  your 
hearts,  because  they  emanate  from  the  purest  feel- 
ings of  my  own  heart  for  your  welfare. 

Brothers,  listen!  I have  heard  of  the  gloom  which 
overspreads  your  land,  of  the  loud  mutterings  of  the 
big  gun,  and  the  shrill  echo  of  the  war  whoop,  of 
the  hostile  blow  which  has  been  struck  between 
you  and  your  white  brethren!  This  is  bad  news, 
and  it  makes  me  feel  sorry.  Perhaps  you  may  have 
heard  that  the  Cherokees  are  also  in  trouble  about 
their  own  lands;  this  is  true,  but  I have  spoken  to 
my  people  and  they  have  listened.  I told  them  to 
remember  the  language  of  president  Washington 
and  his  illustrioussuccessors,  and  to  hold  fast  to  the 
faith  of  treaties,  which,  by  mutual  consent,  have 
been  solemnly  pledged  between  our  nation  and  the 
United  States,  that  the  laws  and  treaties  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  our  rights  were  the  only 
weapons  with  which  we  must  defend  them,  that  if 
it  has  been  our  misfortune  to  suffer  wrongs  from 
the  hands  of  our  white  brethren,  we  should  not  de- 
spair of  having  justice  still  extended  to  us  by  the 
United  States.  Brothers,  I am  now  in  the  beloved 


city  where  our  father,  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  seated,  and  his  great  councils  are  held. 

I have  with  me  a delegation  of  chosen  men,  sent 
by  the  council  of  my  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavoring to  settle  all  our  differences  with  our  white 
brethren  upon  peaceable  and  friendly  terms. 

Since  our  arrival  here  we  have  met  with  delega- 
tions of  red  men  from  several  of  the  northern  tribes. 
Among  them  we  have  seen  Black  Hawk,  of  w'hom 
you  may  have  heard  something;  they  have  all  come 
on  a peaceable  mission  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  their  re- 
spective nations.  Brothers,  I have  shaken  the 
hands  of  our  elder  brother,  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
of  our  father,  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  talked  with  them.  I told  our  elder  brother, 
that  it  grieved  my  heart  to  hear  of  the  shedding  of 
blood  between  our  white  and  red  brethren,  the  Se- 
minoles, and  asked  him  if  it  could  r.ot  be  stopped 
and  healed  by  the  balm  of  peace;  he  promptly  re- 
plied yes,  and  said  that  he  had  no  desire  to  shed  the 
blood  of  the  red  men,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  his  heart 
to  treat  them  all  with  kindness  and  liberal  justice, 
and  assured  me  that  such  were  the  feelings  of  the 
president  towards  them,  but  that  the  government 
could  not  take  any  steps  in  your  affairs  which  may 
be  interpreted  into  an  act  of  weakness.  Yet  if  your 
people  desired  peace,  and  would  lay  aside  your 
warlike  attitude,  and  come  in,  that  a treaty  of  peace 
would  be  negotiated  with  you,  under  the  authority 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  "a 
veil  shall  be  thrown  over  every  thing  that  has  taken 
place  during  the  war,  so  that  they  may  be  covered 
and  never  remembered  or  revenged.  That  you, 
Oceola  Powell,  and  all  others,  who  may  have  been 
considered  as  principal  actors  in  the  conflict,  shall 
be  received  into  equal  favor  and  protection,  with  all 
the  Seminoles  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Brothers,  I have  truly  related  to  you,  what  has 
been  said  to  me  by  our  elder  brother,  who  repre- 
sents our  father,  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  relation  to  your  nation.  I believe  his  words  to 
have  been  uttered  with  a sincere  heart.  I have 
therefore  proffered  to  become  mediator  for  the  re- 
storation of  peace  and  friendship  between  you  and 
our  white  brethren,  and  I rejoice  in  telling  you  that 
it  has  been  accepted.  Brothers,  I have  sent  a letter 
to  my  associate  chiefs  at  home,  to  inform  them  of 
all  this.  I have  directed  them  to  send  four  of  my 
trustworthy  and  confidential  men,  with  an  interpre- 
ter, to  go  as  messengers  of  peace,  and  forthwith 
bear  you  this  talk.  I trust  you  will  take  them  by 
the  hand  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  brotherly  Iriendship 
with  them-  I will  tell  you  their  names:  Tekahskeh, 
alias  Hair  Conrad,  Taskekelehee,  alias  Jesse  Bu- 
sheyhead,  Oosahetah,  alias  Richard  Fields,  Ahnah- 
staquah,  alias  Thomas  Redwood,  and  their  interpre- 
ter, Telahkahquahlal,  alias  the  Pole  Cat. 

They  go  under  the.  sanction  and  protection  of 
your  father,  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  are  accompanied  by  a special  agent,  col. 
John  Sheborne,  who  is  sent  by  our  elder  bro- 
ther, the  secretary  of  war,  from  this  city  for  that 
purpose. 

Brothers,  mv  hands  are  clean,  and  they  have 
never  been  stained  with  your  blood — they  are  offer- 
ed to  arrest  the  up-lifted  weapons  of  death,  and  to 
stop  the  effusion  of  blood  between  a red  and  white 
brother.  For  the  sake  of  your  women  and  children 
I beseech  you  not  to  push  away  my  hands  from 
yon,  nor  to  turn  your  back  upon  me. 

I tell  you  in  the  language  of  truth,  that  I have  no 
other  interest  in  this  mediation  than  the  common 
good  which  the  blessings  of  peace  bestow  on  all 
mankind. 

I do  not  stop  to  inquire  who  has  been  in  fault, 
nor  to  throw  blame  upon  you  or  our  white  brethren 
for  what  has  taken  place.  It  is  enough  for  me  to 
hear  that  our  wdrite  brethren  say  that  thev  do  not 
desire  your  destruction,  and  that  they  are  willing 
to  negotiate  peace  and  friendship  with  you,  and  to 
forget  all  the  evils  which  have  transpired  betw'een 
you  and  them,  that  you  may  hereafter  hold  each 
other  more  firmly  by  the  hand  of  brotherly  love. 

Brothers,  I will  not  speak  of  the  great  power  of 
the  United  States  government,  because  you  know 
all  about  it  as  well  as  I do,  nor  will  I say  any  thing 
to  operate  upon  your  fears,  for  I know  that  a brave 
people,  w'hen  driven  to  a state  of  desperation,  would 
sooner  die  under  the  strong  arm  of  power,  than  to 
shrink  and  die  the  death  of  a coward. 

But  I will  speak  to  you  with  the  voice  of  a friend, 
and  with  the  voice  of  reason  advise  you  as  a small 
but  a brave  people,  to  act  the  part  of  a noble  race,  and 
at  once  to  throw  yourselves  upon  the  magnanimity 
and  justice  of  the  American  people,  for  I will  again 
repeat  that  our  elder  brother,  the  secretary  of  war, 
says  that  the  general  government  ardently  desires 
to  terminate  this  contest  without  the  further  effu- 
sion of  blood,  and  that  it  would  be  gratifying  lo  all 
who  are  animated  with  kind  feelings  towards  their 


red  brethren,  to  see  you  return  to  the  paths  of  peace. 
That  if  you  desire  peace,  it  will  be  granted  you,  and 
that  every  kindness  and  indulgence  in  the  power  of 
the  government  will  be  exercised  towards  you. 
Brothers!  listen.  Can  you  turn  a deaf  ear  to  such 
kind  feelings  and  generous  sentiments,  ami  will  you 
prefer  war  to  peace,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  your  peo- 
ple to  their  welfare  and  happiness?  I cannot  and 
will  not  believe  it.  As  to  the  terms  upon  which 
your  treaty  of  peace  shall  be  negotiated,  I have  no- 
thing to  say — that  is  a matter  to  be  agreed  upon 
between  you  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  I have  been  assured,  however,  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  that  you  shall  be  liberally  compen- 
sated for  any  losses  or  injuries  you  may  have  sus- 
tained by  the  injustice  of  your  white  brethren,  and 
further,  that  after  peace  and  friendship  shall  have 
been  restored,  should  you  desire  to  send  a delegation 
to  pay  a visit  to  your  father,  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  any  busi- 
ness confirmed,  which  maybe  agreed  upon  between 
you  and  his  commissioners,  that  yon  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so  in  company  with  his  agent,  and  those 
of  your  Cherokee  brethren,  who  will  deliver  you 
this  talk. 

Brothers!  my  talk  is  over.  I now  commend  to 
your  friendly  reception,  the , messengers  of  peace, 
who  in  my  name,  will  oiler  you  the  right  hand  of 
friendship  and  the  pipe  of  peace,  which  I trust,  will 
be  accepted  and  smoked  with  them  and  our  white 
brethren.  May  the  great  author  of  human  existence 
be  with  you  in  your  deliberations,  and  give  you 
wisdom  and  a pure  heart  to  decide  righteously  for 
the  future  prosperity  and  happiness  of  your  nation, 
is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  friend  and  elder  bro- 
ther. (Signed) 

KOOYVESKOOWE,  alias  JNO.  ROSS. 

Washington  city,  October  18,  1837. 

Brothers!  We  have  heard  the  talk  of  our  chief 
to  you;  it  is  a good  talk.  We  hope  yon  will  receive 
it  in  the  same  spirit  of  kindness  in  which  it  is  offer- 
ed— and  that  the  cloud  which  hangs  over  you  may 
be  dispersed,  that  you  will  have  a clear  sky  and  a 
bright  sun  to  beam  upon  your  women  and  children, 
to  invigorate  the  growth  of  the  future  welfare  and 
happiness  of  your  nation,  is  the  wish  of  your  sin- 
cere brothers  of  the  Cherokee  delegation,  who  join 
their  chief  in  offering  to  you  the  hand  of  friendship. 

Signed,  R.  TAYLOR. 

EDWARD  GUNTER. 

JAS.  BROWN. 

SAML.  OUH  GUNTER. 

ELIJAH  HICKS. 

SILEWAKEE.  X his  mark. 

WHITE  PATH,  X do. 

To  Micanopy,  Philip,  Coache  or  Wild  Cat. 
Oceola  Powell,  and  others  of  the  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  Seminoles  of  Florida. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  legislature  of  this  state  adjourned  on  the  15th 
inst.  to  meet  again  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in  January 
next.  The  bill  which  accompanied  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  embarrassments  of  the  country, 
authorizing  an  investigation  into  the  solvency  of 
the  several  banks  of  the  state,  has  become  a law. 
It  passed  the  house  of  assembly  on  Thursday  last, 
by  a vote  ol  32  to  17' — every  Van  Buren  man  voting 
against  it — and  on  Saturday  it  passed  council,  9 to 
5 — also  a party  vote.  The  operation  of  this  bill  is 
limited  to  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  in 
January.  We  shall  publish  the  bill  in  our  next,  as 
it  passed  both  houses.  Nothing  has  been  done  in 
relation  to  small  bills  at  this  session,  but  it  is  highly 
probable  that,  should  the  necessities  of  the  people 
require  it  when  the  legislature  meets  again  in  Jan- 
uary, all  the  solvent  banks  in  the  state  will  be  per- 
mitted to  issue  them.  A joint  meeting  was  held 
yesterday  lor  the  appointment  of  a few  necessary 
state  and  county  officers.  [ Patterson  Int. 

The  following  resolutions  also  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  by  a large  majority. 
“Whereas  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  people 
to  express  their  opinions,  in  relation  to  public 
measures,  and  whereas  the  peculiar  and  em- 
barrassed condition  of  our  public  affairs,  loudly 
demands  an  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey,  therefore, 

“I.  Resolved,  council  concurring,  that  it  is  the 
constitutional  right  and  duty  of  congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe  keeping  and  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure;  and  any  act  of  the  executive,  whereby 
it  is  removed  from  the  custody  of  those  to  whom 
congress  have  confided  it,  is  a violation  of  law  and 
a dangerous  abuse  of  power. 

“2.  Resolved.,  That  the  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  of  the  28th  March,  A.  D.  1834, 
which  declares  “that  the  president,  in  the  late  exe- 
cutive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
assumed  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the 
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•constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,” 
meets  the  decided  approbation  of  this  legislature, 
and  vve  regard  the  expunging  of  that  resolution 
from  the  journals  of  the  senate,  as  an  open  infrac- 
tion of  the  plainest  provisions  of  the  constitution 
and  of  most  dang  -rous  tendency. 

“3.  Resolved,  That  the  claim  and  practice  of  the 
national  executive,  which  regard  all  executive  offi- 
cers, and  especially  those  to  whom  the  public 
moneys  are  entrusted  by  law,  as  the  mere  agents  of 
the  president,  whom  he  may  on  all  occasions  con- 
trol and  dismiss  at  his  pleasure,  arc  inconsistent 
with  the  republican  principles  of  our  institutions, 
an  assumption  of  regal  prerogative,  and  tend  to  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  government. 

“4.  Resolved,  That  the  circular  letter  from  the 
treasury  department,  known  as  the  “specie  circu- 
lar,” and  issued  by  direction  of  the  executive  was 
not  justified  by  law,  inexpedient  in  relation  to  the 
currency  of  the  countr3r,  unjust  in  its  operation  on 
different  sections  of  the  union,  and  in  violation  of 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  states  and  the  people. 

“5.  Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  public 
moneys  from  the  deposite  in  which  the  law  of  the 
land  required  them  to  be  kept,  and  where  they  were 
safe  and  available  at  all  times,  their  deposite  in 
banks  not  selected  or  authorized  by  congress,  or  ca- 
pable of  performing  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  of  the 
government,  the  encouragement  to  them  by  the 
administration  to  enlarge  their  discounts  and  circu- 
lation and  increase  the  paper  money  of  the  country, 
the  countenance  given  to  the  creation  of  an  im- 
mense amount  of  new  banking  capital  by  the  states, 
the  unnecessary,  unwise,  and  forced  importation  of 
specie  from  countries  to  which  our  own  was  indebt- 
ed, and  to  which  by  the  operations  of  commerce  it 
must  be  restored,  and  the  refusal  to  receive  the  or- 
dinary circulating  medium  for  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, constitute  a succession  of  acts  founded  in  ig- 
norance of  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, whose  inevitable  tendency  was  to  derange  the 
business  and  exchanges  of  the  different  portions  of 
the  union,  create  distrust,  embarrass  every  branch 
«f  industry,  destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  oppress  the  laboring  classes  of  the  community: 
and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  this  state, 
these  acts  of  the  government  have  destroyed  the 
business  of  the  nation,  and  are  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  depreciated  state  of  our  circulating 
medium  and  of  the  universal  distress  of  the  com- 
munity. 

“6.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  act  of  congress 
founded  on  the  recommendation  of  the  president, 
which  withholds  from  the  state  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  had  been  pledged  to  them,  disappointed 
the  just  expectation  of  the  states,  and  was  an  unjust 
and  unnecessary  violation  of  faith,  leading  1o  con- 
sequences injurious  to  the  states  and  the  people. 

“7.  Resolved,  That  the  issue  of  ten  millions  of 
treasury  drafts  to  enable  the  government  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  its  administration,  is  evidence  of  a 
wanton  waste  of  the  abundant  revenues  and  resour- 
ces of  the  nation.  and  unnecessary  addition  to  the 
paper  money  of  the  country,  and  a violation  of  the 
professions  and  promises  which  have  been  made  to 
the  people. 

“8.  Resolved,  That  this  legislature  look  with 
alarm  to  the  measures  proposed  and  urged  by  the 
present  national  executive,  and  in  the  name,  and 
on  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  state,  do  most 
earnestly  and  solemnly  protest  against 

1st.  The  adoption  of  what  is  usually  called  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  whereby  all  the  public  trea- 
sure will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  be  kept  and  disbursed  by  them;  will 
be  unsafe;  may  be  used  for  party  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses; and  will  augment  the  executive  power  to  a 
dangerous  extent;  inasmuch  as  the  control  of  the 
whole  treasure  of  the  nation  will,  by  the  power  of 
appointment  and  removal,  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
president  alone. 

2.  The  establishment  of  the  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  compelling  all  dues  to  the  government  and 
all  debts  from  the  government,  to  be  paid  in  specie 
alone,  because  it  will  enable  the  government  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  a large  proportion  of  the  specie 
of  the  country,  and  thereby  control  at  pleasure  and 
destroy  the  circulating  medium  created  by  the  states; 
and  it  also  establishes  a most  odious  distinction  be- 
tween the  people  and  those  who  hold  public  office, 
inasmuch  as  the  latter  will  receive  lor  their  salaries, 
and  in  payment  for  their  services,  gold  and  silver, 
while  the  labor  of  the  people  must  be  paid  for  in 
less  valuable  paper,  which  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment will  more  and  more  depreciate  and  ren- 
der worthless. 

3.  The  passage  of  a special  bankrupt  law,  appli- 
cable to  state  banks,  because  it  violates  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  partial  in 
its  application  and  interferes  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  ol  the  states;  inasmuch  as  it  assumes  to  the 


general  government  the  power  to  dictate  the  terms 
on  which  corporations  created  by  the  states,  shall 
be  regulated  and  destroyed. 

Resolved,  That  vve  regard  these  measures  as 
ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and 
dangerous  to  the  existence  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions; and  vve  declare  our  solemn  conviction,  that 
they  are  decidedly  disapproved  by  the  people  of  this 
state,  and  that  our  representatives  in  both  houses  of 
congress  will  best  conform  their  acts  and  votes  to 
the  "wishes  of  their  constituents  by  a faithful  resist- 
ance to  their  adoption. 

“10.  Resolved,  That  i n his  unwavering  opposition 
to  all  the  foregoing  measures,  his  patriotic  and  elo- 
quent support  of  the  above  recited  resolution,  and 
his  untiring  and  able  defence  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  states  and  the  people,  the  honorable 
Samuel  L.  Southard  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  statesman  and  the  patriot,  and  entitled  himself 
to  our  highest  respect  and  warmest  gratitude. 

“11.  Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  this  state  in  the  present  house  of  repre- 
sentatives merits  and  receives  our  decided  and 
hearty  approval. 

“12.  Resolved,  Thatthe  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  with  a re- 
quest to  present  the  same  to  both  houses.” 


BUSINESS  OF  CONGRESS. 

At  a late  meeting  of  the  Whigs  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
Boston,  Mr.  Fletcher,  the  memberof  congress  from 
that  city,  addressed  the  meeting.  The  following  is 
extracted  from  his  speech  on  the  occasion.  It  is 
proper  to  state  that  Mr.  Fletcher  was  a member  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  whose  abject 
servility  he  discourses: 

“During  the  session,  the  business  projects,  upon 
which  the  house  was  called  to  act,  came  almost  en- 
tirely from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  There 
are  nine  members  of  that  committee,  only  two  of 
whom  are  understood  to  be  opposed  to  the  general 
policy  of  the  administration.  I suppose  you  would 
like  to  know  the  manner  in  which  thebusiness  was 
arranged  for  the  house.  I will  tell  you  the  ways, 
the  means  you  will  all  see  in  due  time.  You  doubt- 
less suppose  that  this  committee  of  ways  and  means 
has  some  duty  to  do; — some  ways  to  devise,  some 
means  to  find  out;  some  plans  to  originate  and  ma- 
ture for  the  action  of  the  house.  The  committee, 
you  imagine,  look  over  the  message;  pee  what  is 
recommended  to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country;  consult  together  as  to  the  best  measures  and 
lay  the  result  of  their  deliberations  before  the  house. 
Is  this  your  idea,  Mr.  President?  Is  this  what  you 
think,  fellow  citizens?  If  it  is,  I am  sorry  to  inform 
you,  that  you  labor  under  a very  great  mistake.  I 
once  entertained  the  same  ideas;  but  I soon  found 
my  error.  No  such  thing,  sir — no  such  thing. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  steps  up  to  the 
White  House,  and  there  receives  from  tire  president, 
or  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  such  bills  as  they 
wish  to  have  passed  by  the  house.  The  chairman 
puts  the  bills  into  his  pocket,  takes  them  to  the 
committee;  without  any  examination,  the  majority 
of  the  committee  approve  them;  the  minority  can  do 
nothing;  the  bills  are  presented  to  the  house,  and 
received  as  the  doings  of  the  committee. 

“I  aver  to  you  that  every  important  bill  passed  by 
the  house,  came  to  the  house  ready  drawn,  from  the 
executive.  The  representatives  are  mere  machines. 
Every  measure  is  an  executive  measure.  I mean 
by  the  executive,  the  president  and  the  beads  of  de- 
partments; the  cabinet.  They  originate  every  thing, 
put  every  thing  in  the  precise  shape  they  wish, 
word  for  word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for  comma; 
and  the  executive  majority  in  the  house  pass  each 
bill  forthwith  without  alteration— and  so  far  as  de- 
pends upon  them,  without  debate — just  as  it  comes 
from  their  masters  at  the  White  House! 

“I  had  heard  of  executive  dictation — of  executive 
usurpation — of  executive  patronage.  I thought 
that  I had  seen  something  of  it;  but  til!  I visited  the 
seat  of  government,  I had  no  conception  of  its  true 
nature,  of  its  vast  extent.  I solemnly  warn  you 
against  this  terrible  concentration  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive!  I see  in  it  a most  alarming 
danger — threatening,  fearfully  threateningthe  liber- 
ties of  the  country!  Executive  power  has  become 
a very  Colossus  which  bestrides  the  land,  from  one 
end  to  the  other;  and  fellow  citizens,  if  we  do  not 
overthrow  it,  most  assuredly  it  will  crush  vs;  and 
in  crushing  us,  in  crushing  the  people.it  will  crush 
the  constitution.” 


THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 

House  of  representatives,  Oct.  12. — Evening  session. 

The  house  being  in  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  bill  “imposing  additional  duties  on  public  ofli- 
cers  as  depositories  in  certain  cases;”  before  Mr. 
Pope  resumed,  he  gave  way,  at  that  gentleman’s 


request,  to  Mr.  Cushman,  who  addressed  the  com- 
mittee as  follows: 

Mr.  Cushman  observed,  that  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  made  a personal  allusion  to  him, 
he  would,  with  that  gentleman’s  leave,  say  a w'ord 
or  two  by  way  of  explanation.  It  is  true,  as  that 
gentleman  says,  that  while  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  was  under  discussion, 
and  after  it  had  beer,  debated  during  the  morning 
hour  for  several  days  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. It  is  true,  also,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
that  he  might  make  a few  remaks  upon  that  sub- 
ject, and  be  now  complains  that  he  was  then  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  by  the  above  mentioned  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  were  two  reasons  why  he  did 
not  comply  with  that  request.-  The  first  was,  that 
there  was  around  him  a general  desire  that  it  should 
not  be  granted:  and  if  lie  had  withdrawn  it,  the 
same  motion  would  have  been  renewed  by  some 
other  gentleman.  Secondly,  that  the  subject  of  a 
United  States  bank  had,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years, 
been  the  common  theme  of  discussion  in  every  city, 
town,  village,  and  hamlet  in  the  country.  It  is  true, 
he  said,  that  several  gentlemen,  during  this  debate, 
had  declared  that  the  subject  of  a bank  has  not  been 
before  the  people  for  their  discussion,  but  it  was 
the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  gentlemen  would  only  go  back  to 
the  re-election  of  the  late  venerable  president  of  the 
United  States,  they  would  find  that  that  presidential 
canvass  was.  put  upon  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank.  A ban!;,  the  ban;,  or  any  bank,  were  all  de- 
nounced by  the  people  al  that  time,  as  appears  by  the 
result  of  that  election.  !t  was  the  pivot  upon  which 
that  election  turned.  Bit  if  the  subject  of  establish- 
ing a bank  was  not  beforethe  people  lor  consideration 
at  that  time  the  whole  subject  was  before  them  du- 
ring the  election  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  the  late  presidential  elec- 
tion, in  pursuance  of  acali  which  was  made  upon 
him  for  that  purpose,  declared,  in  the  most  unequiv- 
ocal manner,  that  he  could  not  sanction  an  institu- 
tion of  that  character;  aid  this  was  the  pivot,  also, 
upon  which  that  distinguished  individual  was  ele- 
vated to  the  presidency.  Twice,  therefore,  have 
the  people  declared  that  a United  States  bank  ought 
not  to  be  established. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  from  the  course  which  he 
had  thought  proper  to  pursue,  some  gentleman  may 
have  supposed  that  he  was  disposed  to  check,  un- 
necessarily, the  freedom  of  debate.  But  he  would 
assure  gentlemen  that  they  mistook  his  character 
altogether.  He  would  go  with  him  who  would  go 
farthest  to  protect  the  great  vital  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition.  These 
sacred  rights  he  never  would  yield  but  with  the  last 
breath  of  life. 

But  there  is  a very  wide  difference  between  the 
rightful  exercise  of  these  invaluable  privileges,  and 
a wilful  abuse  of  them.  To  correct  this  evil,  this 
abuse,  the  rule  regulating  a call  for  the  previous 
question  was  adopted  as  a part  of  the  by-laws  of 
this  house;  a rule  which  has  existed  ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  general  government.  A similar 
rule  has  been  adopted  by  several  state  legislatures 
to  correct  the  abuses  which  are  the  subject  of  so 
much  complaint  in  this  house.  In  fact,  nothing  of 
any  importance  could  be  accomplished  in  this  house 
without  such  a law. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Spanish 
cortes,  the  question  asked  is:  “Has  not  this  sub- 

ject been  sufficiently  debated?”  If  this  question  is 
responded  to  by  a majority  of  that  body,  an  end  is 
put  to  the  discussion,  and  a vote  taken  upon  the 
main  question.  This  is  the  operation  of  the  rule 
for  the  previous  question  in  this  house;  the  design 
of  the  motion  is  to  ask  the  house  if  the  subject  un- 
der consideration  has  not  been  sufficiently  debated, 
and  cannot  be  enforced  without  a majority  of  the 
members  present.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky states  that  he  merely  alluded  to  him  as  stat- 
ing a fact,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  impugning 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  Mr.  C.  observed  that  he 
would  close  his  remarks  by  stating,  that,  so  long 
as  his  fellow  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  should 
provide  him  a seat  upon  this  floor,  he  would  faith- 
fully and  independently  execute  his  political  trust; 
and  should  any  gentleman,  here  or  elsewhere,  dare 
to  question  the  purity  of  his  motives,  he  would  pro- 
nounce him  a base  calumniator.  Mr.  C.  was  here 
interrupted  by- 

Mr.  JVm.  Cost  Johnson,  who  said  that  he  rose  to 
a point  of  order.  He  said  that  he  rose  to  arrest  the 
current  of  the  honorable  gentleman’s  remarks  with 
great  reluctance;  but  he  considered  them  so  out  of 
place  at  this  moment,  that  he  was  constrained  to 
protest  against  their  further  continuance. 
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We  are  now,  Mr,  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J.)  within 
a few  days  of  an  adjournment,  and  have  to  decide 
upon  an  important  bill;  and,  in  the  midst  of  this 
discussion,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Cushman)  thinks  fit  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  house  by  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  previous  question,  which  he  called  some  lour  or 
five  days  ago.  Then  was  the  time  for  explanations, 
if  the  gentleman  thought  any  "necessary.  But  his 
object  was  then  to  arrest  explanations  and  discussion 
upon  the  merits  of  a resolution  which  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  thought  fit  to 
introduce,  but  was  afraid  to  have  discussed.  And 
now  the  honorable  member  from  the  granite  state 
feels  a strong  propensity  to  enlarge  upon  it.  Yes, 
sir,  with  great  and  peculiar  emphasis,  he  now  dis- 
cusses a bank,  and  the  bank,  and  called  the  previous 
question  upon  it,  after  but  one  member  had  spoken 
upon  the  subject.  Why  did  not  that  gentleman  use 
that  occasion  (said  Mr.  J.)  to  discuss  a bank  and 
the  bank?  He  has  edified  the  committee  with  his 
learning  and  research  upon  the  history  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  after  making  a great  display  of 
his  exalted  patriotism  in  defending  the  freedom  of 
debate — and  we  must,  in  giving  him  the  credit 
which  he  claims  for  the  patriotism  of  his  notion, 
listen  to  his  pretensions,  and  not  judge  him  by  his 
acts.  He  refers  us  to  the  high  authority  which  he 
has  culled  from  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He 
has  talked  about  Turkey,  and  has  shown  that  he 
has  precedent  for  the  gag-law  in  the  example  of  the 
Spanish  cortes.  The  gentleman  is  as  unfortunate 
in  his  authority,  as  he  is  in  ;he  time  of  his  using  it. 

The  gentleman  can  find  ruthority,  in  the  Span- 
ish history,  for  the  inquisition;  and  from  his  read- 
ings of  Spanish  history,  and  adopting  their  princi- 
ples for  his  standard  of  action  in  this  hall,  W'e  may 
account  very  rationally  why  he  has  so  often  called 
the  inquisitorial  and  detested  previous  question — 
the  instrument  of  petty  tynnny  all  over  the  world. 
And,  to  use  the  gentlemans  own  figure,  he  is  the 
“pivot1’  around  which  thal  question  has  so  often 
wheeled  in  this  hall.  But  1 urge  the  distinguished 
gentleman  to  forbear  in  this  discussion,  for  he  has 
already  reaped  honors  enoigh  in  that  barren  field, 
for  his  head  now'  blooms  ani  blossoms  with  the  glo- 
ries of  the  previous  question. 

[Here  Mr.  Cushman  rose,  and  said  tfiat  his  ob- 
ject was  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  house,  but 
he  had  risen  to  explain,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor.] 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that  he  utterly  denied  the  right 
of  the  member  from  Kentucky,  or  of  any  other  mem- 
ber to  allow  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  house,  at  this  stage  of  our 
proceedings,  in  discussing  the  merits  of  the  previous 
question,  which  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire called  some  weeks  ago.  I have  tried  (said 
Mr.  J.)  several  times  to  gain  the  floor,  in  order  to 
speak  upon  the  bill  now  under  debate,  and  have 
failed.  I wish  to  give  my  views  upon  it,  but  know- 
ing the  propensity  of  the  honorable  member,  whom 
I have  interrupted,  to  call  the  previous  question.  I 
have  no  guaranty  that  I might  r,ot  be  precluded 
from  speaking  at  all:  and  if  the  gentleman  whom  I 
regard  as  a living  personification  of  the  previous 
question  will  not  desist  from  this  discussion,  I will 
be  constrained  to  use  his  own  remedy  upon  himself, 
and  will  call  his  own  previous  question  upon  him. 
I hope,  in  concluding,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  will  be  permitted  to  resume  the  floor. 

[Mr.  Pope  then  w'ent  on  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks.] 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GARLaND,  OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  opposition  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  delivered,  in 

the  house  of  representatives,  September  25,  1S37. 

Mp..  Chairman:  I am  indebted  to  the  kindness 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Williams), 
who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  for  the  privilege  of 
addressing  the  committee  at  this  hour.  This°pri- 
vilege  accorded  by  that  gentleman  and  the  house 
under  existing  circumstances  will  command  my 
lasting  gratitude. 

After  three  years  or  more  of  seeming  unparallel- 
ed prosperity,  the  nation  has  been  overtaken  by  an 
adversity  which  has  paralyzed  its  energy  and  pros- 
trated all  its  branches  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
So  vivid,  and  so  real,  were  the  appearances  that  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States  in  his  farewell 
■address  Jo  the  American  people,  felicitated  the  coun- 
try, and  .himself,  upon  its  unparalleled  prosperity 
and  happiness;  yet  its  most  important  interests,  as 
if  this  apparent  prosperity  were  but  a delusion,  now 
lie  prostrate,  and  bleed  at  every  pore.  It  has  wither- 
ed like  the  beautiful  and  verdant  flowere  of  spring, 
by  the  untimely  nip  of  a premature  frost.  The 
blighting  effects  of  this  unlooked  for  adversity  lfpon 
fhe  agriculture,  commerce  and  navigation 'of  the 
country,  and  the  obstacles  which  it  obtrudes  to  the 


pecuniary  operations  of  the  government,  has  induc- 
ed the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  discharge 
of  his  high  constitutional  duties,  to  call  together  at 
this  unpropitious  season,  the  representatives  of  the 
states  and  the  people,  with  a view  of  applying  as 
far  as  legislation  can  do  it,  a remedy  for  the  exist- 
ing diseases  of  the  country.  In  limine,  I will  re- 
mark, that  legislation  cannot  afford  that  substantial, 
permanent  relief  which  the  distresses  and  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country  require;  that  can  only  be  found 
in  the  industry,  economy  and  elastic  energy  of  the 
people,  which  heretofore  upon  like  trying  occasions 
has  so  effectually  availed.  Wise  and  judicious  le- 
gislation may  do  much  to  mitigate  the  severity  of 
the  present  calamity  and  hasten  the  period  of  relief, 
but  it  cannot  of  itself  be  eifective;  it  must  be  aux- 
iliary— it  cannot  be  primary. 

Before  I proceed  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
principal  remedy  proposed  by  the  president,  for  the 
relief  of  the  government  and  the  country,  I a3k  the 
indulgence  of  the  house,  in  making  reference  to 
the  circumstances  which  place  me  in  reference  to 
that  remedy,  in  a peculiar  attitude — for  no  other 
consideration  could  induce  me  to  obtrude  upon  the 
house  any  remark  affecting  me  individually.  The 
journal  of  the  house  for  the  2Sd  congress,  exhibits 
the  fact  that  my  immediate  predecessor,gen.  Gordon, 
of  Va.,  (a  gentleman  of  whom  I take  pleasure  in 
saying  that  he  is  honest,  talented,  honorable,  mag- 
nanimous and  liberal  in  an  eminent  degree,  who 
stood  so  strong  in  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
the  people  of  his  district  that  nothing  but  substan- 
tial differences  of  political  opinion,  could  have 
brought  me  hither  in  his  place ),  offered  a scheme 
embracing  the  very  principles  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  message.  The  principles  of  the  bill, 
proposed  by  my  predecessor  in  February, 1835,  was 
opposed  and  denounced  by  the  late  administration^ 
and  all  its  prominent  friends  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress in  no  unmeasured  terms.  In  this  denuncia- 
tion and  opposition,  I united,  and  defended  general 
Jackson’s  administration  for  its  opposition  to  this 
scheme  before  the  people  of  the  congressional  dis- 
trict, which  I now  feel  honored  in  representing. — 
Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  less  than  three  years,  I find 
myself  compelled  to  defend  the  opinions  I then  en- 
tertained and  defended,  not  against  my  political 
opponents,  but  against  the  attacks  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration and  its  friends,  so  completely  have 
they  changed  their  position.  Finding,  for  a few 
months  past,  that  my  opinions  upon  this  subject  were 
in  collision  with  those  of  the  administration  and 
most  of  its  prominent  friends,  I carefully  and  deli- 
berately reviewed  my  former  opinions,  with  a view 
to  detect  any  fallacy,  error,  or  delusion,  under  which 
I labored,  if  there  was  any  which  had  contributed 
to  form  those  opinions.  The  result  of  this  review 
has  been  to  rivet  my  conviction  of  the  truth  of  those 
opinions,  and  an  increased  and  more  inflexible  de- 
termination to  adhere  to  them.  Being  satisfied 
that  my  opinions  are  correct,  I dare  not—  Icannot — 
I will  not  vote  for  this  recommendation  of  the  mes- 
sage. 

This  determination  to  resist  the  recommendation 
of  the  president’s  message  upon  this  subject,  and, 
as  it  may  be  called,  my  obstinate  perseverance  in 
maintaining  my  own  honest  and  sincere  opinions  in 
the  late  election  of  printer  to  this  house,  has  brought 
upon  me  individually,  and  in  connection  with  many 
of  my  political  friends,  whose  opinions  and  course 
have  been  in  accordance  with  iny  own,  severe  and 
bitter  denunciations  from  some  presses  professing 
democratic  republicanism,  in  which  we  have  been 
charged  with  traitorism  to  our  party,  and  humble  I, 
have  been  dignified  as  the  head  of  “a  party.”  God 
knows,  Mr.  Chairman,  I never  desired  or  dreamed 
of  being  a party  leader;  I have  not  upon  this,  or 
upon  any  other  occasion,  since  I have  had  the  hon- 
or of  a seat  on  this  floor,  attempted  to  lead  or.con- 
trol  the  opinions  of  others,  nor  have  I had  any  con- 
cern with  any  party  arrangements,  as  every  member 
with  whom  I heretofore  acted,  or  with  whom  I now 
act,  well  knows.  Why  then  have  I been  so  digni- 
fied? As  to  the  charge  of  traitorism,  I shall  only 
say.  that  I have  not  deserted  rny  political  party; 
but,  upon  this  question,  it  has  deserted  itself  as  well 
as  me.  I have  no  more  to  say  now;  or  shall  I,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  refer  to  these  editorial  attacks — 
I leave  them  to  revel  in  the  glory  of  their  achieve- 
ments over  the  feelings  of  honorable  men,  as  the 
Turks  revelled  amidst  the  ruins  of  bleeding  and 
burning  Messalonghi.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
selections  of  our  law  givers  are  not  confined  to  the 
editorial  corps,  who,  from  their  course  of  remark, 
leave  it  to  be  interred  that  they  regard  themselves 
as  having  more  wisdom,  more  information,  and  more 
patriotism.,  than  every  other  class  of  citizens;  and, 
above  all,  that  they  possess  the  power  of  infallible 
scrutiny  into  the  hearlsand  motives  of  others,  which 
enables  them,  unerringly,  to  expose  the  secret 
springs  of  every  man's  action. 


In  discussing  the  recommendation  of  the  mes- 
sage, presented  in  the  form  of  law  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  embracing  the  whole  principle 
of  the  message,  I shall  not  detain  the  committee  by 
entering  into  a discussion  of  the  comparative  merits 
of  a national  bank  and  state  banks,  or  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a national  bank.  There  is 
now  no  proposition  for  the  incorporation  of  a na- 
tional bank  betore  the  house,  nor  is  it  designed,  so 
far  as  I am  informed,  to  present  one  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  If  such  a proposition  were  presented, 
and  a national  bank  were  incorporated,  it  could  not 
be  organized  and  put  into  operation  in  time  to  af- 
ford any  relief  to  the  present  embarrassments  of  the 
country,  even  if  it  would  have  that  elfect,  which  I 
by  no  means  admit.  The  incorporation  of  such  an 
institution,  with  such  a redundancy  of  bank  capital 
and  bank  circulation,  would,  in  increasing  the  de- 
mand upon  the  existing  banks  for  specie,  and  di- 
verting it  from  the  course  of  trade,  do  more  to  con- 
tinue the  present  embarrassments  of  the  country 
than  all  other  causes  combined.  In  this  state  of 
things  the  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  state  bank  system  of  fiscal 
agency,  with  the  improvements  and  restrictions 
which  experience  has  pointed  out  as  necessary  and 
proper,  or  the  “ untried  experiment”  of  excluding  the 
state  banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  and 
restricting  the  reeefpls  of  the  public  revenue  to 
gold  and  silver  only,  shall  be  adopted.  This  is  the 
true  issue,  to  the  decision  of  which,  as  affects  the 
future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  the 
most  serious  and  deliberate  attention  of  the  house 
should  be  directed.  I need  not  here  repeat  what  I 
have  before  stated,  that  whenever  the  question  of  a 
national  bank  is  presented,  if  I shall  have  the  honor 
of  a seat  upon  this  floor,  that  I shall  oppose  it.  both 
upon  the  grounds  of  the  want  of  constitutional* 
power,  and  its  inexpediency.  The  opinions  I im- 
bibed in.  my  earliest  youth,  I learned  from  the  state 
papers  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  their  republican 
eotemporaries,  and  shall  never  surrender  them  until 
I become  a tenant  of  the  tomb. 

Although  the  recommendation  of  the  presklent’s- 
message,  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill  from  the  com- 
mittee ofwaysand  means  embraces  in  its  immediate 
scope,  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  for  the  ope- 
rations of  the  federal  government  alone,  yet  it  is-- 
manifest  that  in  its  operation  it  must  come  in  col- 
lision with  the  “credit  system,”  and  wage  a war  of 
extermination  against  it,  in  every  form  and  shape, 
as  a medium  of  circulation;-  with  what  prospeot  of 
success,  is  not  for  me  to  undertake  to  determine. — 
This  presents  to  the  American  people  a question  of 
momentous  importance.  In  modern  times-,,  banking; 
institutions  have  beer)  adopted  as  the  most  safe  and- 
efficient  agencies  of  credit,  by  all  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  most  commercial  nations  of  the  world. 
They  had  their  origin  in  Venice,  in  the-  days  of 
her  commercial  prosperity,  and  have  been.-  suc- 
cessively adopted  by  all  commercial  nations,  par- 
ticularly in  England  and  Franee.  Early  in  the- 
history  of  our  own  government  they  were  adopted,, 
and  have  grown  with  our  growth,  strengthened  with 
our  strength,  and  have  been  enlarged  from  time  to- 
time  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  owr  increased  and 
widely  extended  commerce,  until  they  have  become 
so  intimately  interwoven  with  our  commerce  and; 
connected  with  our  local  institutions,  a3  to  make 
the  separation  difficult  and  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
treme. This  scheme,  however,  presents  the  ques- 
tion, and  it  must  be  ultimately  met  and  decided- 
In  the  conflict,  this  exclusive  metallic  system  pro- 
posed for  the  government  must  be  abandoned,  or 
all  our  banking  institutions  perish;  there  is  no  mid- 
dle ground. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  under  the  vivifying; 
influence  and  salutary  operations  of  our  banking 
institutions,  our  country  has  flourished  and  prosper- 
ed beyond  parallel  in  the  history  of  nations.  Wherr 
we  compare  our  condition,  at  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lution, with  what  it  is  at  the  present  day,  we  per- 
ceive that  in  population,  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  our  improvement  has*  been  rapid  be- 
yond precedent.  Our  villages,  our  towns,  and  onr 
systems  of  internal  improvement,  flourishing  and 
improving  beyond  example,  bespeak  an  increase  of 
wealth,  power,  and  commercial  facilities,  which 
would  not  exist  without  the  healthful  action  of  a 
sound  system  of  credit.  The  secret  of  the  system 
is,  that  by  its  operation,  it  throws  into  active  circu- 
lation more  than  three  limes  the  amount  of  actual 
capital,  and  thereby  supplies  trade  and  commerce 
with  the  means  of  successful  operation  in  the  ab- 
sence of  an  adequate  supply  of  the  metallic  medium. 
It  is  true,  that  .these  institutions,  like  others,  con- 
structed and  managed  by  frail  human  agency,  have 
been  mismanaged  and  abused.  There  is  no  perfection 
in  human  nature,  and  nothing  perfqc.t  can  be  pro- 
duced at  its  bands.  What  estimate  would  be  placed 
upon  the  intelligence  of  the  man  who,  because 
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the  boiler  o';'  the  capacious  am!  majestic  steamboat 
sometimes  bursts,  would  recommend  the  destruc- 
tion ol  the  steamboat  and  the  re-adoption  of  the 
canoe  navigation?  Your  government,  which  my 
much  esteemed  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jones), 
says  is  an  experiment,  has  sometimes  been  abused. 
What  estimate  would  you  place  upon  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  man  who,  for  this  cause,  would  re- 
commend the  entire  destruction  of  our  system,  as 
the  proper  remedy?  So  in  reference  to  the  banking 
system,  would  it  not  be  wiser  to  correct  and  cut  oil' 
the  abuses,  and  preserve  the  system,  than  rashly 
and  inconsiderately  destroy  it?  If  the  question  were 
now  presented  as  an  original  one,  whether  we  should 
adopt  the  banking  system,  perhaps  my  own  mind 
would  be  led  to  the  adoption  of  a system  organized 
upon  a quite  different  plan;  but  we  have  the  sys- 
tem, and  the  question  is,  how  shall  we  act  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  Tliere  is  no  man  who  really  thinks  that 
there  is  the  slightest  prospect  that  this  system  will 
or  can  be  eradicated  for  a length  of  time,  if  ever; 
hence  we  must  accommodate  our  action  as  far  as 
we  can,  to  the  state  of  things  as  they  are,  and  seek 
rather  to  aid  and  assist  the  state  governments  in  cor- 
recting the  abuses  of  the  banks,  and  restore  them  to 
health  and  soundness.  Whether  we  shall  ultimate- 
ly recur  to  an  exclusive  metallic  system,  and  in  an- 
ticipation prepare  for  that  event,  deserves  conside- 
ration of  more  than  ordinary  gravity,  and  the  exercise 
of  extraordinary  sagacity. 

The  system  of  deposites  adopted  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  government,  and  which  has  prevailed 
to  the  present  hour,  wherever  it  was  practicable,  is 
the  bank  system.  This  fact,  accompanied  with  the 
expressed  opinions  of  every  incumbent  of  the  trea- 
sury department  until  the  present  time,  proves  con- 
clusively to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  it  was  re- 
garded as  the  safest,  most  economical,  and  most 
convenient  system;  without  this  means  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  it  must  have  been  kept  and  dis- 
tributed by  individuals,  and  subject  to  all  the  extra- 
vagance, insecurity  and  liability  to  defalcation 
which  has  ever  attended  individual  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements. All  preceding  secretaries,  and  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  men  of  the  old  republican 
school,  declared  their  opinions  in  favor  of  the  plan 
now  proposed.  It  is  remarkable,  that  a system  so 
republican,  so  safe,  and  so  innocent  as  that  now 
proposed,  should  never  have  been  proposed  for  the 
adoption  of  congress  by  any  preceding  administra- 
tion, or  any  preceding  treasury  department,  if  it  had 
been  viewed  in  its  present  favorable  and  superior 
light,  it  certainly  would  have  been  recommended; 
but  as  it  was  not,  I regard  the  omission  to  do  it,  as 
conclusive  evidence  that  it  was  not  approved.  The 
only  difficulty  which  has  ever  prevailed,  has  been 
between  the  selection  of  a national  and  state  banks, 
some  preferring  the  former,  some  the  latter.  There 
being  now  no  national  bank,  the  question  of  prefer- 
ence is  directly  presented  between  the  state  bank 
system  and  the  sub-treasury  system,  recommended 
by  the  executive.  The  state  bank  system  stands 
preferred,  not  only  by  the  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  the  expressed  opinions  of  many  of  our 
most  able  and  distinguished  patriots  and  sages.  In 
the  year  1791,  after  the  passage  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  his  official  opinion  to  general  Washington, 
as  a member  of  his  cabinet,  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  that  act,  resisted  the  argument  of  the  neces- 
sity of  that  bank  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment, on  the  ground  that  these  facilities  would 
be  afforded  by  the  state  institutions,  in  that  opinion 
lie  expressed  himself  thus: 

“Perhaps,  indeed,  bank  bills  may  be  a more  conve- 
nient vehicle  than  treasury  orders;  but  a little  dif- 
ference in  the  degree  of  convenience  cannot  consti- 
tute the  necessity  which  the  constitution  makes 
the  ground  for  assuming  any  non-euumerated  power. 

“Besides,  the  existing  banks  will,  without  a doubt, 
enter  into  arrangements  for  lending  their  agency; 
and  the  more  favorably,  as  there  will  be  a competi- 
tion among  them  for  it;  whereas  the  bill  delivers 
us  up  bound  to  the  national  bank,  who  are  free  to 
refuse  all  arrangement,  baton  their  own  terms,  and 
the  public  not  free,  on  such  refusal,  to  employ  any 
other  bank.” 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  able  and  unanswerable 
speech  in  opposition'to  the  charter  of  that  bank,  said: 

“But  the  proposed  bank  could  not  even  be  called 
necessary  to  the  government;  at  most,  it  could  be 
but  convenient.  Its  uses  to  the  government  could 
be  supplied  by  keeping  the  taxes  a little  in  advance; 
by  loans  lrom  individuals;  by  other  banks  over 
which  the  government  would  have  equal  command, 
nay,  greater,  as  it  miy  grant  or  refuse  to  these  the 
privilege,  made  a free  and  irrevocable  gift  to  the 
proposed  bank,  of  using  t h "i r notes  in  the  federal 
revenue.” 

The  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  charter  of 
tuis  bank  were  principally  those  of  its  safety,  eco- 


nomy and  convenience  as  a depository  and  disburser 
of  the  public  money.  This  was  a most  propitious 
period  in  our  history  to  have  adopted  a system  of 
individual  agency,  and  withheld  all  connection  with 
banks  if  it  had  been  deemed  safe,  economical  and 
convenient.  When  the  question  of  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  that  bank  was  under  consideration,  a 
memorial  was  referred  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, praying  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  that 
bank.  In  his  report  upon  that  memorial,  in  enu- 
merating the  advantages  of  the  bank  to  the  govern- 
ment, he  speaks  of  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  thus: — “This  applies  not  only  to  moneys 
already  in  the  treasury,  but  also  to  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  principal  collectors,  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  loans,  and  of  several  other  officers, 
anil  affords  one  of  the  best  securities  against  delinquen- 
cies ” 

“1.  Safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys. — This  ap- 
plies not  only  to  moneys  already  in  the  treasury, 
but  also  to  those  in  the  hands  of  the  principal  col- 
lectors, of  the  commissioners  of  the  loans,  and  of 
several  other  officers,  and  affords  one  of  the  best  se- 
curities against  delinquencies.” 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  speaking  of  a na- 
tional bank,  yet  the  principle  is  the  same  in  refer- 
ence to  the  plan  proposed,  for  that  strikes  at  all 
banks,  national  or  state.  But  to  prove  that  while 
this  distinguished  financier  preferred  a national  to 
state  banks,  he  preferred  a state  bank  to  an  indi- 
vidual agency,  I here  quote  from  his  report  to  a 
committee  of  the  senate  of  the  30th  of  Jan.  1830, 
upon  the  same  subject— ho  says: 

“The  banking  system  is  now  firmly  established; 
and,  in  its  ramifications,  extends  to  every  part  of 
the  United  States.  Under  that  system,  the  assis- 
tance of  banks  appears  to  me  necessary  for  the 
punctual  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  transmission  of  public  moneys.  That 
punctuality  of  payments  is  principally  due  to  banks, 
is  a fact  generally  acknowledged.  It  is,  to  a cer- 
tain degree,  enforced  by  the  refusal  of  credit  at  the 
custom  house,  so  long  as  a former  revenue  bond, 
actually  due,  remains  unpaid.  But  I think,  never- 
theless. that,  in  order  to  ensure  that  precision  in 
the  collection,  on  which  depends  a corresponding 
discharge  of  the  public  engagements,  it  would,  if 
no  use  was  made  of  banks,  be  found  necessary  to 
abolish,  altogether,  the  credit  now  given  on  the 
payment  of  duties — a measure  which  would  affect 
the  commercial  capital,  and  fall  heavily  on  the  con- 
sumers. That  the  public  moneys  are  safer,  by  be- 
ingweekly deposited  in  banks,  instead  of  accumu- 
lating in  the  hands  of  collectors,  is  self-evident. 
And  their  transmission,  whenever  this  may  be 
wanted,  for  the  purpose  of  making  payments  in 
other  places  than  those  of  collection,  cannot,  with 
any  convenience,  be  effected,  on  a large  scale,  in 
an  extensive  country,  except  through  the  medium 
of  banks,  or  of  persons  acting  as  bankers. 

“The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  a bank,  in- 
corporated by  the  United  States,  or  a number  of 
banks,  incorporated  by  the  several  states,  be  most 
convenient  for  those  purposes. 

“States  banks  may  be  used,  and  must,  in  case  of 
a non-renewal  of  the  charter,  be  used  by  the  trea- 
sury.” 

In  this  paragraph  is  found  the  expressed  and  de- 
cided opinions  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  not  only  that  the 
banking  system  is  firmly  established,  but  that  if  there 
be  no  national  bank,  the  government  must  resort  to 
state  banks,  and  that  the  public  moneys  are  safer  in 
banks,  than  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  individu- 
als; the  opinion  is  entitled  to  great  weight,  as 
coming  from  a most  able  and  experienced  financier. 

In  addition  to  these,  I refer  to  the  opinions  of  se- 
veral distinquished  republican  members  of  this 
house,  in  the  session  of  1810,  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Burwell  said: 

“I  said,  sir,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  bank  is 
necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  government; 
without  its  aid,  our  fiscal  concerns  cannot  be  man- 
aged. So  far  from  subscribing  to  the  necessity  of 
the  bank,  I believe  the  revenue  would  be  equally 
safe  in  the  state  banks  and  could  be  distributed 
with  inconsiderable  difficulty;  the  revenue  receiv- 
ed in  most  of  the  states  is  nearly  equal  to  the  ex- 
penditure within  them,  and  when  a deficiency  oc- 
curred in  any  one,  it  could  be  supplied  by  arrange- 
ments with  the  different  banks,  by  transportation 
or  inland  bills  of  exchange,  in  the  same  manner 
that  the  public  engagements  are  fulfilled  abroad.” 

Mr.  Eppes  said: 

“The  creation  of  a bank  with  a capital  of 
$10,009,000,  almost  five  times  the  capital  of  all  the 
existing  banks  of  the  union,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  general  government,  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, an  1 did  produce,  a subserviency  on  the  part  of 
the  stockholders,  to  the  views,' of  their  party.  The 
influence  of  this  powerful  money  capital  was  long 


felt.  Nothing  but  the  multiplication  of  state  banks, 
and  the  increase  of  capital  from  the  peculiar  ami 
fortunate  circumstances  under  which  the  United 
States  were  placed,  could  have  emancipated  us  from 
the  shackles  imposed  on  us  by  a moneyed  interest 
wielded  by  foreigners.” 

Mr.  Giles  said: 

“I  cannot  see  how  putting  down  this  institution 
can  materially  affect  the  pecuniary  abilities  of  the 
nation;  its  actual  funds  for  discounting  will  be 
nearly  the  same;  position  of  them  only  will  be 
changed;  they  will  find  their  way  into  the  state 
banks,  and  their  ability  to  discount  will  be  increas- 
ed proportionably  to  the  increase  of  their  depo- 
sites. Nor  am  I at  all  alarmed  at  the  suggestion 
that  seven  millions  of  dollars  will  be  drawn  out  of 
the  country  by  the  British  capitalists,  because  it 
will  not  be  their  interest  to  do  so;  their  dollars  are 
worth  more  here  than  in  Great  Britain;  if  drawn 
there,  they  would  soon  be  melted  down  into  their 
depreciated  paper  circulation.  They  might  also 
draw  bills  to  advantage,  so  that  I doubt  whether  an 
additional  dollar  will  be  shipped  from  the  coun- 
try in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  this  bill. 
Certainly  they  will  not  to  any  great  exlent.” 

Mr.  Clay  said: 

“Upon  the  point  of  responsibility,  I cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, if  it  is  meant  that  the  ability  to  pay  the  amount 
of  any  deposites  which  the  government  may  make, 
under  any  exigency,  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
state  banks.  That  the  accountability  of  a ramified 
institution,  whose  affairs  are  managed  by  a single 
head,  responsible  for  all  its  members,  is  more  sim- 
ple than  that  of  a number  of  independent  and  un- 
connected establishments,  I sliail  not  deny;  but, 
with  regard  to  safety,  I am  strongly  inclined  to 
think  it  is  on  the  side  of  the  local  banks.  The 
corruption  or  misconduct  of  the 'parent,  or  any  of 
its  branches,  may  bankrupt  or  destroy  the  whole 
system,  and  the  loss  of  the  government,  in  that 
event,  will  be  of  the  deposites  made  with  each; 
whereas,  in  the  failure  of  one  state  bank,  the  loss 
will  be  confined  to  the  deposite  in  the  vaults  of 
that  bank.” 

All  these  gentlemen  resisted  the  argument  of  ne- 
cessity for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  ol  the  old 
bank,  on  the  ground  that  the  state  banks  were 
equally  safe,  and  equally  convenient,  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government;  so  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  argument,  as  applied  in  favor  of  a national 
bank  over  the  system  of  individual  agency,  applies 
with  full  force  in  favor  of  the  state  banks.  In  the 
debate  upon  the  charter  of  the  late  bank,  the  same 
opinions  were  expressed  in  favor  of  state  banks,  by 
many  able  and  distinguished  gentlemen.  It  is  re- 
markable that  in  the  whole  range  of  debate,  at  the 
two  periods  referred  to,  no  gentlemen,  so  far  as  I 
recollect,  expressed  the  slightest  inclination  to  re- 
sort to  the  sub-treasury  system. 

The  administration  of  general  Jackson  exhibits 
still  stronger  and  more  conclusive  proof  of  the  su- 
periority of  the  state  bank  deposite  system  over 
any  other  which  the  “wit  of  man  could  devise .”  In- 
deed, so  little  was  the  sub-treasury  system  in  fa- 
vor, that  when  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
determined  upon,  it  did  not  enter  into  considera- 
tion, as  far  as  we  are  informed;  but  the  state  banks 
were  recommended  and  selected,  as  being  in  every 
point  of  view  equal  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  fiscal  agencies,  and,  in  a political  point 
of  view,  infinitely  safer — the  comparison  being  in- 
stituted between  a national  and  state  bank  alone. 
In  general  Jackson’s  expose  to  his  cabinet  on  the 
day  of  September,  after  reviewing  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  the  United  States  and 
state  banks  in  contrast,  says: 

“ The  president  thinks,  these  fads  and  circumstan- 
ces afford  as  strong  a guarantee  as  can  be  had.  in  hu- 
man affairs,  for  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and 
the  practicability  of  anew  system  of  collection  and  dis- 
bursement through  the  agency  of  state  banks.” 

Language  could  not  be  more  unequivocal  of  the 
preference  ol  the  state  bank  system  over  every 
other;  vet  the  president  seems  to  be  aware  that 
danger  lurks  in  all  human  systems,  and  that  this 
system  might  be  disordered  from  those  causes 
which  are  incident  to  human  frailty.  If  there 
could  be  a lingering  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  any 
man  that  the  late  president  designed  the  state  bpnks 
as  the  permanent  system  of  the  government,  it  will 
be  removed  by  the  following  exlracls  from  his  an- 
nual message,  of  December,  183-!: 

“ The  attention  of  congress  is  earnestly  invited  to 
the  regulation  of  the  deposites  in  the  state  banks.” 

In  the  same  message  he  expresses  himself  thus: 

“Happily  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  agency  of 
such  an  institution  (the  U.  S.  bank)  is  not  necessary 
to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government.  The  slate 
banks  are  found  fully  adequate  to  the  performance  of 
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all  services  lohich  were  required  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  quite  as  promptly  and  with  the  same 
cheapness.  They  have  maintained  themselves  and  dis- 
charged all  their  duties,  while  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an  open 
enemy;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  they  will 
find,  greater  difficulties  when  that  enemy  shall  cease  to 
exist.” 

la  his  annual  message  to  congress,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  general  Jackson  expresses  himself  thus: 

“ By  the  use  of  the  state  banks,  which  do  not  claim 
their  charter  from  the  general  government,  and  are 
not  CONTROLLED  By  ITS  AUTHOR/ TY,  it  IS  ASCER- 
TAINED that  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  can  be 
COLLECTED  and  DISBURSED  without  LOSS  Or  INCON- 
venience  and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  community 
in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied  as 
well  as  they  ever  have  been  before.” 

In  the  annual  message  of  December,  1837,  which 
was  the  last  gen.  Jackson  delivered  after  the  ema- 
nation of  the  treasury  circular,  requiring  gold  and 
silver  for  the  purchases  of  the  public  lands,  and  a full 
knowledge  of  the  facts  upon  which  that  order  was 
deemed  necessary  in  the  following  strong  and  em- 
phatic terms,  he  expressed  his  unabated  confidence 
in  the  state  bank  system: 

“Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expecta- 
tions entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  state 
banks  to  perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the 
government,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  It  was  alleged,  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  the  state  banks, 
whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of  the  treasury 
department,  could  not  make  the  transfers  required 
by  the  government,  or  negotiate  the  domestic  ex- 
changes of  the  country.  It  is  now  well  ascertain- 
ed that  the  real  domestic  exchanges  performed, 
through  discounts,  by  the  United  States  bank  and 
its  twenty-five  branches,  were  at  least  one-third 
iess  than  those  of  the  deposite  banks  for  an  equal 
period  of  time;  and  if  a comparison  he  instituted 
between  the  amounts  of  service  rendered  by  these 
institutions,  on  the  broader  basis  which  has  been 
used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United  States  bank  in 
estimating  what  1 hey  consider  the  domestic  exchan- 
ges transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  deposite  banks.” 

Thus  we  have  the  unequivocal  evidence  that  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States  preferred  the 
state  bank  to  any  other  system;  as  to  the  sub-trea- 
sury scheme,  he  did  not  in  a single  expression  in 
any  of  the  messages  referred  to,  or  in  any  other 
state  paper  emanating  from  him,  intimate  a desire 
to  resort  to  it. 

The  evidences,  from  which  the  preference  for  the 
state  bank  system  by  the  late  administration  is  to 
be  derived,  is  not  confined  to  the  quotations  which 
I have  made  from  gen.  Jackson’s  messages.  Mr. 
Taney,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  directed 
the  discontinuance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  adopted  the  state  banks  as  the  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  in  his  annual  report  of  the  3d  De- 
cember, J833,  after  contrasting  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  both  agencies,  decidedly  recom- 
mends the  state  banks,  he  said: 

“For  no  one  of  these  corporations  will  possess 
that  absolute  and  almost  unlimited  dominion  over 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
which  the  present  bank  holds,  and  which  enables  it 
at  any  moment,  at  its  own  pleasure,  to  bring  distress 
upon  any  portion  of  the  community,  whenever  it 
may  deem  it  useful  to  its  interest  to  make  its  power 
felt.  The  influence  of  each  of  the  state  banks  is 
necessarily  limited  to  its  own  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, and  they  will  be  kept  in  check  by  the  oth- 
er local  banks.  They  will  not,  therefore,  he  tempt- 
ed by  the  consciousness  of  power  to  inspire  to  po- 
litical influence,  nor  likely  to  interfere  in  the  elec- 
tions of  the  public  servants.  They  will,  moreover, 
be  managed  by  persons  who  reside  in  the  midst  of 
the  people  who  are  to  be  immediately  affected  by 
their  measures;  and  they  cannot  he  insensible  or 
indifferent  to  the  opinions  and  peculiar  interests  of 
those  by  whom  they  are  daily  surrounded,  and  with 
whom  they  are  constantly  associated.  These  cir- 
cumstances always  furnish  strong  safeguards  against 
an  oppressive  exercise  of  power,  and  forcibly  re- 
commend the  employment  of  state  hanks  in  prefer- 
ence to  a Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  nu- 
merous and  distant  branches.” 

Mr.  Taney  did  not  in  this,  or  any  of  his  reports, 
hint  at  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  sub-treasury 
scheme. 

The  present  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  sup- 
plementary report  of  December,  1834,  discussed  at 
length  and  with  more  than  ordinary  ability,  the  two 
systems  of  individual  and  hank  agency.  In  rela- 
tion to  individual  agency,  he  came  to  the  following 
conclusion:  “Individual  agents  will  probably  be 
found  less  responsible,  safe,  convenient,  and 
economical.”  In  the  same  report,  the  secretary 


of  the  treasury,  referring  to  the  possible  contingen-  : 
cy  of  the  government  being  compelled  to  resort  to 
individual  agencies,  and  that  the  government  could 
get  on  with  these  agencies,  expressed  his  decided 
opinion  that  these  agencies  should  he  avoided,  if 
possible,  and  the  bank  system  adopted.  His  opin- 
ion is  thus  expressed: 

“After  the  charter  shall  expire,  no  difficulty  is 
anticipated  in  having  any  of  these  duties,  which 
may  then  remain,  discharged  by  state  banks.  But,  if 
any  should  occur,  it  will  become  necessary  to  de- 
volve these  duties  on  some  responsible  receiver  or 
collector  already  in  office,  or  on  some  safe  agent,  not 
now  in  office,  as  has  been  the  practice  for  years  in 
this  country  in  paying  pensions  at  convenient 
places,  near  which  there  was  no  state  bank,  or 
branch  of  the  United  States  bank;  and,  as  has  long 
been  the  usage  in  some  countries  in  Europe,  by 
having  the  public  revenue  in  certain  districts  chiefly 
received,  kept,  and  transmitted  through  private 
agents  and  brokers.  This  kind  of  personal  agency , 
however,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  to  be 
avoided,  in  all  practicable  and  safe  cases,  under  our 
present  system  of  selected  banks.  Because  it  would 
render  the  system  less  convenient,  less  secure  and 
more  complex,  if  not  more  expensive.  Hence,  it  has 
not  yet  been  resorted  to. 

“But,  it  was  considered  proper  to  mention  this 
contingency,  in  order  that  its  effect,  if  ever  antici- 
pated, may,  beforehand,  be  duly  weighed  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  subject;  and  to  add,  that,  if 
this  contingency  he  extended  to  the  whole  establish- 
ment of  state  banks,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States 
bank,  on  the  possibility  they  may  all  cease  to  exist, 
or  may  refuse  to  receive  and  manage  the  public  de- 
posites,  [however  improbable  the  occurrence  of 
such  an  event  may  be]  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  government  could,  undoubtedly,  still  proceed, 
through  the  personal  agencies  before  mentioned. 
It  is  admitted,  however,  that  it  would  be  at  same 
inconvenience  and  some  increase  of  expense,  unless 
remedied  in  a manner  that  may  hereafter  be  devel- 
oped, and  would  not  in  the  opinion  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  be  so 
eligible  a system  as  the  present  one.  Because 
banks,  though  exposed  to  some  dangers  and  evils, 
and  though  not  believed  to  he  necessary  for  the 
fiscal  purposes  of  any  government,  and  much  less 
one  in  the  present  happy  financial  situation  of  ours, 
are  frankly  acknowledged  to  be  in  many  respects  a 
class  of  agents,  economical,  convenient  and  useful.” 

In  the  same  document  he  points  out.  in  foicible 
terms,  the  advantages  of  the  state  bank  syslem. 
He  says: 

1.  “In  regaid  to  the  convenient  situation  of  the 
selected  banks,  whether  looking  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  public  officers,  or  of  the  public  credi- 
tors, it  is  believed  to  be  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
United  States  bank,  and  its  branches.  Some  hanks 
have  been  chosen  in  places  in  which  none  were  be- 
fore employed;  and  in  this  respect,  facilities  for  de- 
posites  and  payments  have  been  furnished  nearerto 
some  points,  where  our  collections  and  disburse- 
ments are  very  considerable.  In  this  way,  as  it  is 
now  an  established  rule,  long  practised  in  most 
cases  by  this  department,  and  revised  and  repub- 
lished in  1827,  to  make  payments  generally  at  the 
banks  nearest  to  the  residence  of  the  public  officer 
or  creditor  to  be  paid,  or  to  the  place  where  his 
services  were  performed;  the  payments  under  the 
present  system  have  been  made  equally  near  and 
sometimes  nearer  than  formerly.  The  departures 
from  this  usual  course  never  occur  without  tile  con- 
sent, and  indeed  the  request  of  the  persons  interest- 
ed. So  far  as  these  departures  may,  in  any  cases, 
he  deemed  favors  to  those  persons,  they  were  for- 
merly granted  on  application  to  the  department, 
under  such  circumstances  as  the  public  interests, 
on  the  assignment  of  satisfactory  reasons,  appeared 
to  permit.  The  same  course  of  indulgence  is  now 
pursued — it  is  that,  must  convenient  to  the  public 
in  general  as  well  as  to  the  treasury,  and  the  only 
one,  feasible  under  any  system,  without  incurring 
the  unnecessary  and  inconvenient  expenses  of  fur- 
nishing funds  enough,  at  every  different  point  of 
collection  and  disbursement,  io  meet,  not  merely 
the  ordinary  and  usual  expenditures  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  each  point,  hut  all  the  drafts  which  ca- 
price, speculation  or  a high  rate  of  exchange  might 
induce  officers  or  creditors  to  draw'  on  places  greatly 
remote  from  their  residence,  or  from  the  theatre  of 
their  public  services. 

2-  “The  safety  of  the  newly  selected  banks,  is 
the  next  subject  of  inquiry.  The  chief  change  in 
this  respect,  under  the  present  system,  has  been  in 
procuring  the  separate  responsibility  of  several  in- 
stitutions for  separate  and  smaller  sums  of  money, 
instead  of  the  single  responsibility  of  one  institution 
for  a very  large  sum;  and  in  having  the  guarantee 
of  state  laws  and  state  supervision  over  the  conduct 
and  solvency  of  these  separate  institutions,  com- 


bined with  the  information  and  cognizance  of  the 
department  and  congress  as  to  their  condition  and 
prospects,  by  means  of  their  weekly  returns  and. 
other  general  sources  of  intelligence,  instead  of  the 
guarantee  of  the  acts  of  congress  and  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  United  States  government  over  the  single 
institution,  formerly  and  chiefly  employed. 

“Considering  these  differences,  coupled  with  the- 
fact,  that  the  selected  banks  without  disparagement 
to  others,  are  or  ought  to  be,  chosen  from  the  most 
flourishing,  and  secure;  that  they  may  be  changed, 
whenever  any  circumstance  may  indicate  a change 
to  be  prudent,  and  that,  collateral  security  can  be 
required  whenever  the  deposite  is  so  large  as  seem, 
to  render  it  judicious;  that  the  government  possesses 
advantages  superior  in  case  of  their  embarrassment 
and  that  the  whole  capital  stock  must  be  lost  be- 
fore the  deposite  debt  will  become  desperate;  there- 
certainly  can  be  no  very  disadvantageous  compari- 
son, in  theory,  between  the  safety  to  the  govern- 
ment under  the  present  rather  than  the  former 
system. 

“In  practice,  thus  far,  no  loss  whatever  has  been- 
sustained  by  any  of  the  newly  selected  banks  nor 
does  any  particular  reason  exist  for  anticipating,  a 
loss.  It  is  due  to  them  to  remark,  without  deroga- 
ting from  the  reputation  of  other  banking  institu- 
tions, whose  condition  is  less  accurately  known  to 
the  department,  that  the  weekly  returns  of  the  se- 
lected banks  show  all  of  them  to  he  in  a secure,  and 
most  of  them  to  be  in  a very  flourishing  condition, 
and  that  the  whole  of  them  united,  on  the  1st  of 
July  last  possessed  specie  in  proportion  to  their 
notes  in  circulation,  greater  ttian  did  the  hank  of 
the  United  Slates  or  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  1st 
of  July  last;  and  that  their  immediate  available- 
means  to  meet  all  the  immediate  demands  upon 
them,  including  the  whole  of  their  large  public  ami- 
private  deposifes,  have  since  been  constantly  im- 
proving, and  are  quite  equal  to  those  of  most  bank- 
ing' institutions  in  existence,  and  to  what  is  requir- 
ed by  the  most  approved  bajiking  principles.” 

In  his  annual  report  of  the  8th  of  December,  1835, 
he  expresses  himself  in  the  following  terms:  “The 
department  takes  pleasure  in  statingthat  the  public 
money  continues  to  be  collected  and  deposited  un- 
der the  present  system  of  selected  banks,  with 
great  ease  and  economy  in  all  cases,  and  with 
greater  in  some  than  at  any  former  period.  The 
transfers  of  it  to  every  quarter  of  the  country,  where 
it  is  needed  for  disbursement,  have  never  been  ef- 
fected with  more  promptitude,  and  have  been  made 
entirely  free  of  expense  to  the  treasury.”  In  his 
annual  report  of  December  last,  speaking  on  the 
same  subject  lie  says:  “The  money  in  the  treasury 
has  been  safely  kept  during  the  year  1836.  Until 
July  last,  as  during  the  two  previous  years,  it  was 
placed  in  the  state  banks,  selected  according  to  the 
discretion  of  this  department,  on  account  of  their 
high  standing  and  favorable  position  for  fiscal  pur- 
poses, and  regulated  in  a manner  considered  most  se- 
cure to  the  treasury,  and  convenient  to  the  commu- 
nity as  well  as  useful  to  all  concerned.  It  is  a 
source  of  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  add,  that 
while  so  selected  and  employed,  not  a single  dollar  was 
lost  to  the  government  by  any  of  them,  nor  a single 
failure  occurred  to  transmit  promptly,  and  pay  out 
satisfactorily,  the  public  money  entrusted  to  their 
care.”  * * “Nor  is  it  believed,  that  the  domestic 
exchanges  of  the  country  were  ever  lower  or  more  re- 
gular than  during  that  period.” 

These  assurances  in  favor  of  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem were  made  to  the  country  near  the  close  of  the 
late  administration,  and  in  the  last  annual  commu- 
nications of  its  high  functionaries  after  tile  practical 
effects  of  more  than  three  years  experience  had 
tested  their  truth,  which  gives  as  much  .force  to  the 
opinions  expressed  as  can  be  imparted. 

This  is  not  ail.  The  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  during  the  session  of  1334-5,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Polk  (now  speaker)  Wilde,  Cambreleng, 
Gorham,  McKim,  Binney,  Loyall,  McKinley  and 
Hubbard,  six  of  them  decided  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration, in  their  report  upon  this  very  subject, 
evidenced  their  decided  preference  for  the  state 
bank  system  in  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions  which, 
they  reported. 

2d.  “Resolved,  That  the  public  doposites  ought 
not  to  he  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.” 

3d.  “ Resolved , That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  public 
moneys;  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  congress  to 
make  further  provisions  by  law,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  he  taken,  and 
the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  he  em- 
ployed.” 

These  resolutions  were  sustained  by  a very  able, 
and,  to  my  mind,  unanswerable  argument.  It  is 
true  the  committee  did  not  enter  into  a comparison 
between  this  and  the  sub-treasury  system,  which 
has  suddenly  grown  into  such  high  favor,  because 
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then  it  had  not  merit  enough  to  command  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration as  was  proved  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, by  a unanimous  vote  (save  one)  when  the 
scheme  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Benton,  a Senator  from  Missouri,  and  distin- 
guished friend  of  the  late  and  present  administra- 
tion, in  a speech  delivered  by  him  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  2d  of  June,  1834,  on  the 
subject  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ably  vindicated  the  state 
bank  system,  and  defended  the  state  banks  against 
various  attacks  of  the  opposition.  I here  quote  his 
remarks  upon  that  occasion: 

“Mr.  Benton  proceeded  to  state  several  reasons, 
and  to  urge  many  considerations  in  favor  of  adopt- 
ing it.  He  deprecated  the  spirit  which  seemed  to 
have  broken  out  against  state  banks,  and  said  that 
it  augured  badly  for  the  rights  of  the  states.  The 
strongest  current  of  consolidation  which  was  now 
observable  in  the  union,  was  that  which  sat  in  favor 
of  the  federal  bank  and  against  the  state  banks,  and 
threatened  to  consolidate  all  moneyed  power,  and 
with  it  all  political  power,  in  favor  of  a great  central 
institution,  independent  of  the  states,  and  able,  by 
its  own  avowal,  to  crush  the  state  institutions  at  its 
pleasure.  He  said  this  spirit  against  the  slate  banks 
was  an  impulsion  of  modern  origin— unknown  to 
the  fathers  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  early  history 
of  the  country- — and  strongest  now  where  the  spirit 
of  consolidation  was  strongest,  and  where  the  de- 
fence of  state  rights  was  weakest.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  this  federal  government,  said  Mr.  B , 
there  was  no  federal  bank,  and  all  the  public  mo- 
neys were  kept  in  state  banks,  or  drawn  direct,  and 
as  fast  as  they  were  received,  out  of  the  hands  of 
receivers  and  collectors.  General  Hamilton,  when 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  kept  the  public  moneys, 
for  the  lirst  year  of  his  administration,  in  these 
banks,  and  kept  them  safely  there.  When  the  fede- 
ral bank  was  proposed  in  1791,  and  the  keeping  of 
the  public  moneys  was  one  of  the  services  attribut- 
ed to  it,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  a member  of  president 
Washington’s  cabinet,  denied  the  necessity  of  a 
federal  bank  for  any  such  purpose,  and  openly  de- 
clared himself  in  favor  of  the  state  banks.  He  said 
that  these  banks  had  already  dona  this  business  for 
the  government,  and  done  it  well,  arid  would  no 
doubt  enter  into  arrangements  with  the  treasury  for 
doing  it  permanently,  and  on  better  terms  than  it 
could  be  done  by  the  federal  bank.  Mr.  B.  read 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson’s  cabinet  opinion,  de- 
livered to  general  Washington  at  the  creation  of  the 
first  federal  bank,  to  sustain  what  he  said  of  his 
opinions.  The  extract  was  in  these  words: 

“The  existing  banks  will,  without  a doubt,  enter 
into  arrangements  for  lending  their  agency,  and  the 
more  favorably,  as  there  will  be  a competition 
among  them  for  it;  whereas,  the  bill  delivers  us  up 
bound  to  the  national  bank,  who  are  free  to  refuse  all 
arrangement,  but  on  their  own  terms,  and  the  public 
not  free,  on  such  refusal,  to  employ  any  other  bank. 
That  of  Philadelphia,  I believe,  now  does  this  busi- 
ness by  their  post  notes,  which  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  treasury,  are  paid  by  any  other  state  col- 
lector to  whom  they  are  presented.  This  expedi- 
ent alone  suffices  to  prevent  the  existence  of  that 
necessity  which  may  justify  the  assumption  of  a 
non-enumerated  power  as  a means  for  carrying  into 
effect  an  enumerated  one.  The  thing  may  be  done, 
and  has  been  done,  and  well  done,  without  this  as- 
sumption; therefore,  it  does  not  stand  in  that  degree 
of  necessity,  which  can  honestly  justify  it.” 

“Mr.  B.  said,  that  what  Mr.  Jefferson  affirmed  in 
1791,  was  afterwards  proved  under  his  own  admin- 
istration, and  that  of  Mr.  Madison.  During  the 
whole  of  their  administrations,  a large  portion  of 
the  public  moneys  was  kept  in  the  state  banks,  and 
safely  kept  there.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  answer  to  a call 
made  by  the  house  of  representatives,  sometime  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  bank, 
showed  that  the  public  moneys  were  then  kept  in 
twenty  dilferent  banks  of  which  nine  were  the 
United  States  bank  and  its  branches,  and  eleven 
were  state  banks!  Mr.  B.  thought  this  point  so 
material,  that  he  would  read  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Gallatin’s  report,  to  show  that  he  neither  overstated 
nor  mistook  the  facts.  He  then  read  the  names  of 
the  state  banks  employed  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  each.  They  were:  the 
Bank  of  Columbia.  $115,192;  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, $61,917;  the  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
$35,788;  the  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  $137,462;  Roger 
Williams’s  hank,  $53,882;  the  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, $92,628;  the  Bank  of  Saco,  $28;528;  the  Man- 
hattan bank,  $188,670;  the  Bank  of  Maine,  50,747, 
dollars;  the  Marietta  bank,  $19,601;  and  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  $91,061. 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  the  distribution  of  the  de- 
pontes  ot  the  public  moneys  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Gallatin;  more  state  banks  employed  than  the  whole 


number  of  branches  and  the  mother  Bank  of  the 
United  States  put  together!  In  several  instances, 
a state  bank  was  employed  in  the  same  place  in 
which  a branch  of  the  federal  bank  was  situated, 
and  some  of  those  employed  then  are  employed 
now.  Of  this  class,  Mr.  B.  instanced  the  Manhat- 
tan bank  of  New  York,  and  stated  that  the  stock  of 
this  bank  was,  at  this  day,  about  twenty  dollars  in 
the  hundred  higher  than  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  bank!  And  this  after  all  the  efforts  which 
had  been  made  to  shake  public  confidence  in  the 
state  banks,  and  especially  those  of  New  York. 
The  Bank  of  Alexandria,  which  he  said  had  lately 
stopped  w ith  a small  amount  of  public  money  in  it, 
and  the  payment  of  which  is  secured,  was  also  in 
the  list  of  Mr.  Gallatin’s  deposite  banks,  and  had 
double  as  much  money  in  it  in  his  time,  as  when  it 
lately  stopped.  That  bank  bad  been  a deposite 
bank  forty-five  years,  and  the  government  had  lost 
nothing  by  it,  notwithstanding  the  attempt  lately 
made  to  delude  the  public  with  a belief  that  it  had 
just  been  selected  by  Mr.  Taney,  and  had  immedi- 
ately failed,  with  an  immense  loss  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  thus  proved,  by  an  experi- 
ence of  twenty  years— an  experience  running 
through  the  whole  of  the  administrations  of  Jeffer- 
son and  Madison,  and  a part  of  their  predecessors — 
that  the  public  moneys  may  be  safely  kept  in  the 
state  banks;  and  that  Mr.  Jetferson  was  right  in  his 
cabinet  opinion  of  1791,  when  he  gave  it  as  his  so- 
lemn opinion  to  president  Washington,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  chartering  a federal  bank  to 
act  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  federal  treasury,  and 
that  the  state  banks  would  enter  into  arrangements 
for  that  purpose,  and  do  the  business  w'ell! 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  true  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment had  since  lost  about  a million  and  a half  of 
dollars  by  state  banks;  but  that  loss  took  place  in  a 
season  of  universal  embarrassment,  growing  out  of 
a state  of  war  and  general  stagnation  of  trade  and 
commerce;  a season  which  cannot  be  made  the  rule 
forjudging  state  banks,  without  extending  it  to  the 
federal  bank  also;  and  then  it  would  be  fatal  to  that 
bank,  for  the  United  States  lost  about  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  sustaining  the  present  federal 
bank  in  the  same  season  of  embarrassment,  and  sav- 
ing that  bank  from  sharing  the  general  fate  of  the 
state  institutions.  'This  statement,  Mr.  B.  said, 
was  one  of  those  facts  which  it  was  good  to  prove, 
and  as  the  proof  was  in  the  documents  of  the  senate, 
he  would  use  it,  and  extinguish  at  once  this  delu- 
sive and  deceptive  comparison  between  state  banks 
and  the  federal  banks. 

Mr.  Benton  was  sustained  in  his  preference  for 
the  state  banks  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York.  The 
present  speaker  of  the  house,  in  a speech  delivered 
by  him  on  this  subject,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1834, 
ably  vindicated  the  state  bank  system,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  made  the  following  remarks: 

‘The  state  banks,  then,  are  to  be  employed, 
either  under  our  law  as  it  exists,  or  underthe  law  as 
congress  may  modify  it.  The  bill  before  us  proposes 
modifications,  limiting  and  defining,  with  more  pre- 
cision than  has  heretofore  been  done,  the  executive 
discretion  and  power.  It  is  tendered  to  the  bouse, 
and  especially  to  those  who  have  raised  the  cry 
of  a union  in  the  president  of  the  sword  and  the 
purse,  when  in  fact  he  possesses  neither.  The  pre- 
sent executive  does  not  desire,  and  never  has  desir- 
ed, to  retain  any  discretionary  power  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  which,  from  its  nature,  is  suscepti- 
ble of  being  defined  by  law.  The  executive,  and 
his  friends  upon  this  floor  who  sustain  him  in  the 
recent  executive  measure  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, desire  to  see  him,  and  not  only  him,  but  his 
successors  in  the  executive  office,  relieved  from  the 
responsibility  of  exercising  discretionary  power  in 
relation  to  the  safe-keeping,  management,  and  dis- 
bursement of  public  money,  as  lar  as,  by  legislative 
provisions,  it  can  be  done.  The  bill  which  has 
been  presented  contains  provisions  suited,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  who  prepared  and  brought 
it  forward,  to  attain  this  end.  I have  invited  gen- 
tlemen who  may  think  its  provisions  inadequate,  or 
who  may  suppose  that  too  much  power  is  still  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  to  come  forward  with 
their  modifications,  still  further  limiting  and  confin- 
ing his  power.  If  they  will  neither  accept  this  bill, 
nor  propose  to  amend  and  make  it  more  perfect, 
the  conclusion  must  be,  that  they  prefer  the  law  as 
it  is  to  any  new  legislative  provision  If  they  do 
not  co-operate  with  us  in  perfecting  and  passing 
this  bill,  the  conclusion  will  be  irresistible  that  the 
charge  which  has  been  made  against  the  president, 
of  a desire  to  seize  upon  powers  which  do  not  be- 
long to  him,  was  designed  to  produce  an  erroneous 
impression  upon  the  public  mind,  and  is.  wholly 
unfounded  in  fact:  that  they  prefer  the  existing 
laws  to  any  amendments  which  can  be  made;  and, 
in  a word,  that  the  real  purpose  to  be  effected  by 


all  the  violent  and  impassioned  appeals  which  have 
been  made,  charging  him  with  usurpation,  was  to 
operate  upon  the  public,  with  a view  to  procure  a 
continuance  of  the  present  odious  bank  monopoly.” 
lelivered  by  him  on  the  10th  oi  Teb- 


In  a speech  delivered  by 
ruary,  1835,  he  said: 

The  state  banks  are  not  only  competent  to  fur- 
nish all  the  domestic  exchange  required  for  the  con- 
venience of  trade,  but  they  furnish  it  at  cheaper 
rates  in  many  parts  of  the  union,  than  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  heretolore  done  the  same  bu- 
siness.” 

In  relation  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  offered 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  which  seems  to  be  the  pioneer  of 
the  present,  in  the  same  speech  Mr.  Polk  said: 
“Unless  the  states,  and  the  United  Slates,  should 
both  deem  it  proper,  gradually,  and  in  the  end  en- 
tirely, to  dispense  with  the  paper  system,  and  which 
result  is  not  anticipated,  the  government,  cannot  es- 
cape occasional  losses  from  that  quarter,  and  can 
never  hope  to  escape  all  losses  from  banks  as  fiscal 
agents,  except  by  the  employment,  in  their  place, 
of  other  and  individual  agents,  who  will  probably 
be  found  less  responsible,  safe,  convenient,  or  eco- 
nomical. 

He  concedes  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  em- 
ploy such  agents,  but  does  not  recommend  it,  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  the  paragraphs  of  the  report  which 
I have  read,  and  because  it  would  not,  'in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things,  be  so  eligible  a system  as 
the  present  one.” 

A corporation  may  be  safer  than  any  individual 
agent,  however,  responsible  be  may  be,  because  it 
consists  of  an  association  of  individuals  who  have 
thrown  together  their  aggregate  wealth,  and  who 
are  bound  in  their  corporate  character,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  whole  capital  stock,  for  the  deposite. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
may  require  as  heavy  collateral  security,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  capital  paid  in,  from  such  a corporation, 
as  he  could  from  an  individual  collector  or  receiver, 
which  makes  the  government  deposites  safer  in  the 
hands  of  a bank  than  it  could  be  with  an  individual. 

It  may  be  well  questioned  whether  the  heaviest 
security  which  the  most  wealthy  individual  could 
give,  could  make  the  public  deposite  safe  at  the 
point  of  large  collection.  In  the  city  of  New  York 
half  the  revenue  is  collected.  Several  millions  of 
the  public  money  may  be  in  the  hands  of  a receiver 
at  one  time;  and  if  he  be  corrupt,  and  shall  engage 
in  speculation  or  trade,  and  meet  with  a reverse  of 
fortune,  the  loss  sustained  by  government  would  be 
inevitable.  With  ample  security,  as  it  was  suppos- 
ed, the  government  lost  a million  or  more  in  the  tea 
case  a few  years  ago.  The  losses  in  three  cases 
alone,  as  already  stated,  in  1827  and  1S28,  when  it 
was  supposed  ample  care  had  been  taken  to  secure 
the  debt,  amounted  to  near  two  millions.  As,  then, 
between  the  responsibility  of  a public  receiver  and 
bank  corporations,  as  banks  do  exist,  and  are  like- 
ly to  exist,  under  state  authority,  the  latter  upon 
the  ground  of  safety  to  the  public,  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

Banks,  when  they  are  safe,  recommend  them- 
selves to  the  service  of  the  treasury  for  other  rea- 
sons. 

1.  The  increased  facility  they  possess  over  indi- 
vidual collectors  or  receivers,  in  making  transfers 
of  public  money  to  distant  points  for  disburse- 
ment, without  charge  to  the  public.  Indeed,  this 
is  a service  which  individuals,  to  the  extent  ol  our 
large  revenues,  could  not  perform. 

2.  It  may  happen  in  the  fluctuation  of  the  amount 
of  revenue  and  expenditures,  that  there  will  be  at 
some  times  a considerable  surplus  in  the  treasury; 
which  though  it  may  be  temporary,  if  it  be  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  and  placed  in  the  strong 
box  of  a receiver,  the  amount  of  circulation  will  be 
injuriously  disturbed,  by  hoarding  the  deposite,  by 
which  the  value  of  every  article  of  merchandise 
and  property  would  be  effected.  So  that,  inasmuch 
as  we  cannot  anticipate  or  estimate  what  the  exact 
amount  of  revenue  or  expenditure  may  be  from 
year  to  year,  there  may  occur  an  excess  of  revenue 
in  the  treasury,  nor  immediately  called  for  to  be 
disbursed,  which  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to 
abstract  from  trade  and  circulation.  Whilst  the  de- 
posite is  in  a bank,  the  bank  may  use  it,  keeping 
itself  at  the  same  time  ready  to  pay  when  demand- 
ed, and  it  is  not  withdrawn  from  the  general  circu- 
lation, as  so  much  money  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  the  use  of  the  community. 

If  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  they  must  either 
hoard  it,  by  keeping  it  locked  up  in  a strong  oox, 
or  use  it  at  their  own  risk  in  private  speculation  or 
trade,  or  they  must  for  their  own  security,  or  on 
their  own  responsibility,  place  it  at.  last  on  deposite 
in  banks  for  safe  keeping,  until  Ibcy  are  called  on 
by  the  government  for  it. 

This  temporary  use  of  the  money  on  deposite  in 
a bank,  constitutes  the  only  compensation  which 
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the  bank  receives  for  the  risk  of  keeping  it,  and  for 
the  service  it  performs.  If  receivers  be  employed, 
they  cannot  perform  any  other  service  than  to  keep 
the  money,  and  must  be  paid  a compensation  from 
the  treasury.” 

These  evidences,  added  to  the  fact,  that  upon  the 
question  of  adopting  the  sub-treasury  plan  proposed 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  every  friend  of  the  administration, 
save  one  (Mr.  Beale,  of  Virginia)  voted  against  it, 
as  did  a majority  of  the  opposition,  I regard  as  con- 
clusive of  the  preference  of  the  late  administration 
for  the  state  bank  over  any  other  system.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  friends  of  the  administration  voted 
against  this  scheme  with  a view  of  trying  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  state  bank  system,  that  is  to  make  an 
experiment;  but  general  Jackson’s,  Mr.  Woodbu- 
ry’s, Mr.  Benton’s,  and  Mr.  Polk’s  assertions  are  at 
war  with  this  imputation.  Each  of  them  attested 
that  the  state  bank  system  had  been  well  tried,  and 
found  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  fiscal 
agency,  domestic  exchanges,  and  sound  currency. 
I cannot  believe  that  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion would  thus  have  experimented  upon  such  an 
important  and  delicate  subject  as  the  currency, 
when  there  was  presented  for  their  adoption  a 
scheme  so  constitutional , so  republican , so  wise,  and 
so  efficient,  as  the  treasury  scheme  is  now  thought 
to  be. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I am  not  without  further  evi- 
dence from  very  high  authority,  although  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  to  this 
congress,  represents  that  this  is  the  third  fiscal  con- 
nection between  the  state  banks  and  the  govern- 
ment which  has  failed,  yet  he  certainly  did  not  re- 
gard the  two  previous  failures  as  constituting  any 
serious  objection  to  the  system,  for  in  August, 
1S36,  preceding  the  last  presidential  election,  in  a 
letter  to  the  honorable  Sherrod  Williams,  of  Ken- 
tucky, he  ably  sustained  the  state  bank  system. 
In  that  letter  lie  used  the  following  language: 

“Although  I have  always  been  opposed  to  the  in- 
crease of  banks,  I would  nevertheless  pursue  towards 
the  existing  institutions  a just  and  liberal  course — 
protecting  them  in  the  rightful  enjoyment  of  the 
principles  which  have  been  granted  to  them,  and 
extending  to  them  the  good  will  of  the  community, 
so  long  as  they  discharge  with  fidelity  the  delicate 
and  important  public  trusts  with  which  they  have 
been  invested.” 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  evidences  which 
have  been  afforded  from  the  foundation  of  tile  gov- 
ernment to  the  present  hour  of  the  value  of  the  state 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  mainly  offered  by  those  who 
now  seek  to  destroy  that  fiscal  agency,  and  refuse 
the  notes  in  the  receipts  of  the  public  dues.  This 
system  which  was  sound  democracy  in  183.5,  is  bank 
rag  aristocracy  in  1337.  While  defending  this  sys- 
tem in  1835  I was  a, good  democrat ; but  in  1S37,  for 
still  defending  the  same  system,  I have  become  a 
bank  aristocrat;  from  this  it  would  seem  that  demo- 
cratic principles,  like  deranged  currency^,  are  some- 
ivhat  fluctuating . 

Mr.  Chairman,  experience,  which  is  the  most  un- 
erring of  all  human  guides,  one  truth  tested  by 
which  is  worth  a thousand  theories,  has  taught  us 
that  credit  is  a plant  of  delicate  character,  and  can- 
not, with  safety,  be  rudely  handled;  it  must  be 
touched  as  cautiously  as  you  would  touch  the  sen- 
sitive plant.  Often  has  the  soundest  credit,  with 
the  most  ample,  although  not  immediately  available 
means,  withered  and  sunk  beneath  the  breath  of  un- 
just and  unwarranted  suspicion.  No  credit,  and  no 
credit  system  can  be  sustained,  without  confidence 
— confidence  is  its  very  essence,  and  whenever 
withdrawn,  whether  justly  or  not,  seriously  affects 
it.  The  banking  institutions  of  the  country  are 
sustained  entirely  by  confidence,  without  it  their 
notes  would  have  no  circulation,  and  they  would 
not  be  able  to  conduct  their  business  profitably. 
Want  of  confidence,  then,  or  withdrawal  of  existing 
confidence,  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  greatly 
prejudice  these  institutions,  and  derange  and  em- 
barrass their  operations. 

The  recommendation  of  the  president  arid  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  discontinue  the  present 
deposite  system,  and  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the 
banking  institutions,  is  based  upon  the  allegation  that 
these  institutions  have  been  unfaithful  to  their  high 
obligations,  and  therefore  not  worthy  of  continued 
confidence.  The  present  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments and  its  consequences,  is  the  ground  upon 
which  this  recommendation  is  founded.  I propose, 
Mr.  Chairman,  briefly  to  examine  whether  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  banks,  both  as  relates  to  their 
ability  to  meet  all  their  liabilities,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  jus- 
tify this  charge,  and  the  entire  withdrawal  of  pub- 
lic confidence.  That  the  deposits  banks  will  be 
able  to  redeem  all  their  liabilities-,  and  that  at  no 
verv  distant  period,  is  very  manifest,  not  only 
from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  but 


from  their  actual  condition  as  ascertained  and  re- 
ported to  this  house.  After  the  cautious  and  rigid 
scrutiny  instituted  into  the  condition  of  the  state 
banks  when  they  were  about  to  be  selected,  I sup- 
pose it  will  not  be  doubted,  that  the  selected  banks 
were  entirely  responsible,  and  in  high  credit.  I 
have  selected  eighteen  of  the  principal  hanks  in 
which  the  public  money  was  deposited,  and  three 
others  selected  in  1835.  The  following  compari- 
son of  their  aggregate  condition  in  relation  to  cir- 
culation and  specie,  when  they  were  at  first  selected, 
and  now  according  to  the  last  returns,  proves  most 
conclusively,  that  in  relation  to  specie  and  circula- 
tion, their  condition  is  materially  improved. 

Cmiitilmn  uf  18  ni  Uni  principal  hanks  wiien  first  selected, 
and  up  in  August  15.  1837,  including  three  of  the  principal 
selected  banks  in  1835. 

Capital . Circulation.  Specie. 
When  first  selected,  §39,725,670  $14,550,075  §3,825,298 
About  Aug.  15th  last,  44,970,950  18,505,739  5,457,556 

§14,215,290  §3,955,664  §1,632,258 
The  circulation  not  quite  3 to  1 of  specie. 

The  annexed  table  shows  their  individual  condi- 
tion: 


s?i  to 
S*a  ? I 


ooocctn  — 22  © o c 


*•  OI  ■ _ 

j o a 

3 N 


CD  CD  O 

ww 
to  o to 

O O 
OOP 


JOI-'- 
- — ^ c 

1 C Oi  c 


CD  *D 

o o 
o o 


c cm  c - a : 


a o CD 

2 O © 

3 © O 


3 CO  03  CO  — SL  £. 
i * o »i  q o c ^ 
3 Oi  W Oi  J.  ui  ^ » 
'cs  © Lj Lj  o’  2. 
C O O'  O C 2 ™ 
22  © D c C : 2. 


-J  — CO  03  OWO  03  CD  Oi  : 
JkCOl-CJilOOWC 
OWOIOOCOOO'J'C 


O CD  C 
ooo: 

7 C t 


3 O O C 

: o © : 
>.Q  O g 


« go  or  : 

: 3.  O C 
3 © © C 
3 ’©  "o  " 

3 © 23 

: © © 


oooco* 
o o o o o 

OOO  o o 


^ — t— 1 CO  ■— * tO  to  to  C7  — -E0  rs 

OTCOO  — OD  CD  2:  CJ  O -tk  'l  CO  C Ji  I—  03  — 2 

03  (O  CO  O CD  c:  UCOdkCi  OCOCjCJWO^ 

It.  ~>  03  co  In  — to  bs'oi'jx  Vj  Vi  co  "to  ioV-  * 

CO  'I  vi  O ID  S t O 04  to  — O ^1  O CO  00  -I 

© 22  ©'_’!©©  O ".;'  © O © © © O © O O 


o ^ 
3"  So 


00  — CO  CO  CO 
slOCOOOO 


o o o o o c 


3 ►£.  03  to  sfcw  to  cc  i 

. ^)  C3  23  (O  '1  D r 
:©©©©©© 


02 
03  — 
CO 


31  O O © © © © © 


OCOCU.O 


3 0 0 0 0 2 


cn  to  to  co  1 a 

© © — Oi  cn  i 
CII  C O O 23 

© © © © c a 

l o'o  ’©  O © O ^ 

3 0 0 0 0 0 0 


All  other  liabilities  and  responsibilities  are  im- 
proved in  nearly  the  same  ratio.  I refer  to  the  last 
returns  from  the  treasury  department,  and  those  of- 
ficially published  by  the  different  and  most  import- 
ant banks,  to  prove  that  there  has  been  a general 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  nearly  all  the 
banking  institutions.  I have  before  ine  an  official 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  Virginia, 
exhibiting  an  improved,  and  improving  condition, 
and  entire  solvency.  I might  refer  to  others,  but 
time  will  not  admit.  The  treasury  reports  prove 
that  notwithstanding  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, thedeposite  banks  have  rapidly  reduced,  and 
have  nearly  extinguished  their  debt  to  the  govern- 
ment. On  the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was 
in  the  deposite  banks  to  the  credit  of  the.  treasury, 
$42,468,8591)7,  of  this  sum  there  has  been  transfer- 
red and  paid  to  the  states,  under  the  deposite  act, 
$27,063,430  80,  leaving  a balance  of  $15,405,429  17; 
of  that  balance  and  of  all  the  deposites  made  since,' 
there  now  remains  only  the  sum  of  $12,418,041 
due  to  the  government,  of  this  there  only  remains 
$3,166,492  85  subject  to  draft,  drafts  having  been 
issued  for  the  remainder;  and  I do  not  doubt  the 
amount  is  now  much  less.  Of  this  amount,  there  is 
due  less  than  $ 1,000,000  from  the  banks  in  the  At- 
lantic states.  Since  the  1st  of  May,  about  the  time 
specie  payments  were  suspended,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  deposite 
banks  have  reduced  their  discounts  $20,388,776, 
their  circulation  $4,991,791,  their  public  deposites 


$15,607,316,  while  their  specie  has  diminished  less 
than  $3,000,000.  The  secretary  further  informs  us 
that,  “of  the  number  of  eighty-six  banks  employed 
at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  ten  or  eleven  are  sup- 
posed to  have  paid  overall  the  public  money,  which 
was  then  in  their  possession,  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer.  In  the  custody  of  more  than  half  of  the 
others,  an  aggregate  of  less  than  $700,000  remains 
unadjusted.  Several  of  the  rest,  still  possess  large 
sums;  but  many  of  them  have  continued  promptly 
to  furnish  such  payments  from  time  to  time,  for 
meeting  the  public  necessities.”  Mr.  Chairman, 
these  payments  and  these  exertions  afford  most  con- 
clusively, evidences  of  the  frauds  and  insolvency  of 
the  local  banks;  would  to  God,  all  fraudulent  and 
insolvent  men  would  furnish  a little  more  evidence 
of  dishonesty  and  insolvency  such  as  this,  sir.  The 
secretary  of  the  treasury  from  his  report,  does  not 
expect  to  lose  a single  dollar  of  the  public  money, 
so  that  the  disconnection  recommended,  cannot  have 
any  foundation  on  this  ground.  But,  sir,  the  trea- 
sury department  aflords  us  another  important  fact, 
in  its  circular  to  the  banks  of  the  3d  of  July  last, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  additional  security  for  the  public  dues, 
he  says: 

“It  aifords  me  much  gratification  to  find,  so  far 
as  regards  the  inquiry  concerning  the  payment  and 
security,  a great  willingness  expressed  to  make  the 
United  States  amply  safe  for  the  eventual  payment 
of  ail  lhat  is  due,  and  a strong  conviction  enter- 
tained by  the  banks  that  no  loss  will  be  ultimately 
sustained  by  the  government.” 

Again  be  says: 

“Another  portion  of  lhat  circular  communicated 
information  concerning  the  lenient  mode  which, 
under  the  severe  losses  experienced  by  many  of  the 
banks  from  mercantile  failures,  and  under  the  em- 
barrassments to  others,  caused  by  panic  and  want 
of  confidence,  was  contemplated  lo  be  adopted  in 
recalling  the  public  funds.  The  mode  was  by  such 
moderate  drafts  and  transfers  as  the  public  necessi- 
ties should  from  time  to  time  demand;  and  an  ear- 
nest request  having  been  made  l’or  a satisfactory 
compliance  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  assu- 
rances have  generally  been  given  of  a readiness  lo 
answer  those  calls  with  promptitude,  and  in  an  ac- 
ceptable manner.” 

Again  he  says: 

“The  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  selected 
banks,  which  were  requested  to  be  continued,  have 
generally  been  made  with  promptitude  and  regu- 
larity. But  while  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  see,  in 
most  cases,  a reduction  in  discounts  and  circulation, 
and  which  course  is  the  most  efficient  to  cure  one 
of  the  existing  evils  in  banking,  and  to  enable  the 
institutions  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments to  resume  them  a:  an  'early  day,  and  with 
much  greater  safety,  it  is  regretted  that,  in  a few 
instances,  this  course  has  not  been  adopted.  But 
whenever  departed  from  in  such  a crisis,  the  error 
has  tended,  and  must  tend  hereafter,  to. impair  the 
confidence  of  the  department  in  the  sound  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  and  to  justify  such  steps 
as  may  lead  to  a more  speedy  withdrawal  of  the 
public  money,  or  to  the  procurement  of  increased 
security.” 

From  these  evidences,  I take  it  for  granted,  that 
th’e  deposite  banks  are  solvent,  arid  that  the  go- 
vernment will  not  lose  a single  dollar  by  them. 

This  is  not  the  only  evidence  afforded  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  solvency  of  many 
of  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  reliance  placed  upon 
them  lo  aid  in  redeeming  the  country  from  ils  pre- 
sent embarrassed  condition — mu  the  13th  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  while  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  was  depending,  Ihe  secretary  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  several  of  these  institu- 
tions, proposing  to  them  to  purchase  the  treasury 
notes  which  shall  be  authorized,  and  to  pass  the 
proceeds  to  Hie  credit  of  the  treasury  as  specie  to 
be  paid  as  the  wants  of  the  government  may  re- 
quire. This  is  the  letter: 

“Treasury  department,  September  19,,  1837. 

“Sir:  A bill  is  now  before,  congress  to  authorize 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may 
think  expedient;  but  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
amount  of  notes  issued,  the  sum  of  twelve  millions 
of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  reim- 
bursed at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  alter 
the  expiration  of  one  year  irom  the  dates  of  the 
said  notes  respectively. 

“I  will  thank  you  to  state  whether,  in  the  event 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  you  will  agree  to  take 
the  said  notes  from  the  government,  and  give  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  a credit  for  the 
amount;  to  be  drawn  for  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
payable  in  specie  if  required,  and,  if  so,  to  state 
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what  amount  you  will  receive,  and  the  lowest  rate 
of  interest  to  be  borne  by  said  notes. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

LEVI  WOODBURY.” 

Yes,  sir,  some  of  these  faithless  and  unworthy 
institutions  are  appealed  to,  to  purchase  treasury 
notes,  and  pass  tile  proceeds  to  the  credit  of  the 
government,  and  hold  it  until  it  was  wanting  by  the 
government. 

Judging  from  the  generally  admitted  principle, 
that  the  soundness  of  a bank  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  proportion  of  its  actual  specie  capital  to  its 
circulation,  the  deposite  banks  are  sounder  than 
the  bank  of  England,  or  the  English  joint  stock 
banks.  Up  to  the  25th  July  last,  the  relative  pro- 
portion between  the  specie  capital  and  its  circula- 
tion was  as  follows: 

Specie. 

Bank  of  England,  $20,150,000 

Private  and  joint  stock  banks,  00,000,000 


$26,150,000 

Circulation. 

Bank  of  England,  $91,305,000 

Private  and  joint  stock  banks,  5,362,165 


$96,667,165 

Specie. 

United  States  deposite  banks,  $11,429,012 

Circulation. 

United  States  deposite  banks,  $3.1,779,804 

From  this  comparison  it  is  manifest  that  the  de- 
posite banks  in  the  United  States,  were  in  a con- 
dition better  to  sustain  a sound  currency  and  specie 
payments  than  the  English  banks,  unless  some  oth- 
er cause  should  operate  a different  effect.  Yet,  al- 
though the  same  causes  which  embarrassed  the 
commerce  and  credit  of  the  United  States  existed 
in  England,  the  bank  of  England  continued  specie 
payments,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States  sus- 
pended— why?  four  causes  are  manifest:  1.  The 
government  of  England  continued  their  confidence 
in  their  institutions,  ours  withdrew  its;  2.  A large 
debt  was  due  from  the  American  to  the  foreign 
merchants,  and  a necessity  for  large  specie  expor- 
tations produced;  3.  The  continuance  of  the  specie 
circular;  and  4.  The  execution  of  the  deposite  act 
of  the  23d  June,  133G. 

From  the  connection  which  existed  between  the 
government  and  the  state  banks,  growing  out  of 
their  adoption  as  fiscal  agents,  and  the  general  im- 
pression which  it  produced,  that  the  government 
was  disposed  to  cherish  and  sustain  them,  the 
slightest  manifestation  of  the  want  of  confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  government  was  calculated  to  produce 
the  most  disastrous  effects  upon  their  credit,  and 
cripple  their  operations.  It  was  calculated  to  im- 
pair general  confidence,  and  produce  a rush  for 
specie,  so  sudden  and  violent,  that  but  few  banking 
institutions  could  be  prepared  to  withstand  it. 
This  want  of  confidence  was  clearly  manifested  in  Vie 
treasury  circular  of  July,  1836,  in  which  danger  was 
distinctly  announced  to  the  country.  This  measure 
of  itself,  however,  could  not  have  exerted  any  very 
deleterious  influence,  upon  the  credit  of  the  banks; 
but,  operating  in  conjunction  with  other  causes, 
was  calculated  seriously  to  impair  public  confidence, 
and  to  produce  serious  embarrassments  in  the  mone- 
tary system  of  the  country. 

Tire  treasury  circular,  which  required  specie  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  lands,  produced  an  un- 
usual and  unnecessary  drain  of  specie  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  western  banks, -and  of  course,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  eastern  banks,  to  use  the  usual 
precaution  of  contraction  to  meet  the  demand,  what- 
ever it  might  be.  Independent  of  this  direct  opera- 
tion, emigrants,  who  were  numerous  from  the  east- 
ern to  the  western  states,  sought  that  kind  of  cur- 
rency which  was  receivable  at  the  land  offices. 
Hence,  specie  being  only  receivable  tTiere,  they  de- 
manded specie  for  their  notes,  which  being  princi- 
pally eastern,  the  eastern  banks  were  bound  lo  pay. 
These  drafts  for. specie  were  calculated  to  produce 


a corresponding  curtailment  of  the  circulation  and 
loans  of  the  banks,  which  were  among  the  professed 
objects  of  the  order.  The  gold  and  silver  thus 
drawn  from  the  eastern,  was  deposited  in  the  west- 
ern budes.  and  there  kept  entirely  unemployed,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  trade,  awaiting  the  drafts  of 
the  government.  In  addition  to  the  operation  of 
the  specie  circular,  and  about  the  time  of  its  utmost 
severity,  the  pressure  of  a heavy  foreign  debt  cre- 
ated an  additional  heavy  demand  for  specie,  which 
was  principally  to  be  drawn  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks.  The  efFect  of  this  demand  for  specie  to  pay 
tile  loreign  debt,  necessarily  produced  a contraction 
oi  loans  and  circulation,  corresponding  with  the 
extent  of  the  demand.  We  all  remember  the  gloomy 
period  oi  1819,  when  distress  and  ruin  pervaded  the 
whole  community,  and  filled  it  with  dismay,  and  as 


it  is  fair  to  judge  of  the  present  by  the  past,  I have 
selected  the  four  years  preceding  1819  and  the  pre- 
sent preceding  four  years,  with  a view  to  contrast 
tile  state  of  trade  then,  with  its  present  state:  in 
order,  in  part,  to  account  for  the  present  revulsion 
and  derangement  of  commerce,  and  the  effects  now, 
as  then,  produced.  In  the  years  1815,  1816,  1817 
and  1S18,  life  state  of  foreign  trade  was  as  follows: 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1815 

$52,557,753 

$113,041,274 

1816 

81,920,452 

147,103,000 

1817 

82,671,569 

99,250,000 

ISIS 

93,281,133 

121,750,000 

$310,430,91)7 

$481,144,274 

310,430,907 

Excess  of  importations  over  exports  $170,713‘367 
Which,  after  proper  allowance  for  tonnage  and 
other  expenses,  left  a heavy  balance.  The  effect 
was  that  a bank  circulation  in  1816,  of  $110,000,000, 
was  reduced  in  1S19,  to  $45,01)0,000;  we  all  recol- 
lect during  this  year,  the  immense  deduction  which 
property,  produce  and  labor  underwent.  The  for- 
eign trade  for  1833,  1334,  1335  and  1S36,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1833 

A,  140,438 

$103,118,311 

1834 

104,336,973 

126,521,332 

1835 

118,955,239 

151,030,368 

1836 

128,663,040 

189,980,035 

$442,095,690 

$575,650,046 

442,095,690 

The  excess  of  importations, 

$133,554,356 

Leaves  a large  foreign  debt;  and  although  the  ba- 
lance now  is  $ 37,000,000  less  than  in  1819,  yet  it  is 
sufficiently  large  to  render  a heavy  reduction  in 
bank  loans  and  circulation,  necessary  to  meet  it — 
because  exchanges,  being  materially  reduced,  it 
could  be  met  in  nothing  but  specie.  The  heavy 
importations  of  specie  from  England,  through  Ihe 
instrumentality  of  acceptances  of  American  drafts, 
alarmed  tile  Bank  of  England  for  its  safety;  and  to 
counteract  this  drain,  it  refused  to  discount  for  any 
merchant  who  accepted  American  bills,  thus  making 
it  necessary  to  demand  more  specie  for  the  payment 
of  the  foreign  debt,  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
required.  This  policy  was  more  rigidly  pursued 
than  perhaps  it  otherwise  would  have  been,  had  it 
not  been  supposed  from  the  declarations  of  a great 
portion  of  the  American  press,  that  it  was  a part  of 
the  policy  of  our  government  to  prevent  the  expor- 
tation of  specie  entirely,  and  continue,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  drain  from  Europe.  Combined  with  these 
causes,  was  the  execution  of  the  deposite  act  of 
June,  1836. 

It  having  been  ascertained  from  the  rapid  increase 
of  the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  duties  on  foreign  importations,  that  there 
would  he  a large  surplus  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1837,  it  was  determined  to  withdraw  it 
from  tile  control  of  the  federal  government,  (to 
which  its  possession  offered  so  many  strong  and 
dangerous  temptations),  and  from  the  custody  of 
the  deposite  banks,  to  prevent  its  being  made  the 
foundation  of  dangerous  and  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper;  and  to  place  it  in  the  custody  of  tile 
state  governments,  thus  to  remain  to  be  employed 
for  tile  local  benefit  of  the  people,  (from  where  it 
had  been  unconstitutionally  and  improperly  drawn), 
until  needed  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  go- 
vernment, a disposition,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
both  wise  and  salutary,  both  as  regards  the  curren- 
cy and  the  purity  of  the  government.  For  the  pur- 
poses of  giving  the  banks  timely  notice,  and  to  en- 
able them  to  meet  the  demands  of  this  law  without 
detriment  to  themselves  or  the  public,  the  operation 
oftheactwas  not  to  commence  until  the  1st  day 
of  January  after  its  passage,  a period  of  six  months, 
and  then  to  be  met  in  four  equal  quarterly  instal- 
ments. This  was  ample  time  lo  prevent  any  serious 
derangement  of  the  affairs  of  the  banks,  or  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  In  a short  time  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  long  before  it  was  ascer- 
tained what  would  be  the  amount  to  be  distributed, 
and  of  course  the  first  instalment,  Ihe  secretary  of 
the  treasury  issued  his  orders  (o  the  deposite  banks, 
directing  them,  by  a fixed  period,  to  transfer  to 
specified  points,  about  $13,000,000,  (ns  well  as  I 
recollect),  instead  of  giving  drafts  to  the  states  for 
their  several  quotas  on  the  most  convenient  hanks, 
to  pay  the  amount  on  the  day  if  was  due;  which 
might  have  been  met,  according  to  tile  usual  mode 
of  commercial  exchange,  between  creditorand  debt- 
or banks,  and  merchants;  and  by  which  they  would 
have  been  performing  but  the  usual  commercial 
functions;  whereas,  by  the  operation  of  the  orders 
of  the  treasury  department,  the  amount  to  be  trans- 
ferred, was  abstracted  from  commercial  employ- 


ment, from  the  time  of  the  transfer  till  the  payment; 
and  created  a demand,  in  some  instances,  for  specie, 
which  might  have  been  avoided.  Thus  was  in- 
flicted upon  commerce  an  injury  from  the  injudi- 
cious execution  of  ihe  law,  which  is  dexterously 
ascribed  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  itself!  This 
operation  was  particularly  severe  upon  the  New 
York  banks,  which  held  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$20,000,000  of  the  public  deposites.  The  deposite 
act  in  itself  did  not  necessarily  decrease,  or  tend  lo 
decrease,  tile  active  capital  of  the  country;  it  was 
taken  from  banks  to  be  again  put  into  banks. 
While  it  reduced  the  active  means  of  some,  it  in- 
creased that  of  others.  In  many  instances  thc- 
credit  was  only  passed  from  the  federal  to  the  state 
governments.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  embarrass 
the  trade  arid  commerce  of  the  country.  The  effect 
was  produced  by  its  unwise  execution,  coining  in 
aid  of  other  causes  of  an  embarrassing  character. 
In  this  opinion  I am  sustained  by  the  most  able  and 
skilful  financiers  of  the  country. 

At  about  the  time  of  the  suspension  oi'  specie 
payments,  there  were  in  the  banks,  (it  my  estimate 
be  correct,)  about  $155,000,000  of  private  depo- 
sites. These  private  deposites  were  generally  made 
in  bank  notes;  yet  the  depositors  had  the  right  to 
demand  specie  for  them.  When  the  operation  of 
these  causes  were  perceived,  and  the  diminution 
of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  government  mani- 
fest, the  private  depositors,  in  place  oi'  their  depos- 
ted  notes,  began  to  demand  specie.  Brokers  also 
began  to  demand  specie  for  all  the  notes  which 
they  held,  or  could  purchase,  and  this  was  no  small 
amount. 

The  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the 
storm  first  began  to  rage  and  to  produce  most  serious 
effects,  although  ultimately  responsible  for  all  their 
obligations,  could  not  meet  this  sudden  rush  upon 
their  vaults  without  ruin  to  themselves  and  the  peo- 
ple; they  therefore  suspended  specie  payments. 
This  suspension,  the  causes  oi  which  were  not  un- 
derstood by  the  country,  produced  alarm  through- 
out the  whole  community;  and  a general  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  was  the  result.  By  this 
suspension  I do  not  doubt  that  the  banks  have  not 
only  saved  themselves,  but  the  country  from  utter 
ruin  and  destruction.  1 confidently  believe  that 
tile  withdrawal  of  the  confidence  of  the  government, 
so  strenthened  the  operation  of  all  the  causes  to 
which  I have  adverted,  that  it  compelled  the  banks 
to  a course,  which  with  the  fostering  care  and  con- 
tinued confidence  of  (lie  geveniment,  could  and 
would  have  been  avoided:  for  the  banks  have  no 
interest,  whatever,  to  embarrass  their  own  opera- 
tions by  an  act  so  destructive  of  that  credit  which 
is  so  necessary  to  the  successful  extension  of  their 
business — for  sound  unsuspected  credit, is  Ihe  very 
soul  of  their  operations,  and  the  foundation  of  their 
profits. 

The  truth  of  this  argument  is  fully  sustained  by- 
recurrence  to  the  history  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
as  well  as  our  own  banking  institutions.  On  many 
occasions  tire  Bank  of  England  has  been  sorely 
presssd,  yet  it  retained  the  confidence  and  was  aided 
by  the  government,  and  was  enabled  thereby  to  sur- 
mount its  embarrassment,  and  recover  from  its  diffi- 
culties. In  1793,  particularly,  its  operations  weie 
so  embarrassed,  and  the  rush  for  specie  so  great, 
that  it  was  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments; 
and  continued  tire  suspension,  without  intermission, 
from  that  time  till  1822,  many  of  the  causes  which 
produced  the  suspension,  continuing  to  exist  during 
the  whole  time.  In  this  state  of  embarrassment, 
its  course  was  justified  by  the  British  government, 
whose  confidence,  and  that  of  the  mercantile  com- 
munity continued,  and  its  suspension  was  legalized, 
until  finally,  by  a prudential  course  of  measures, 
adopted  to  its  true  condition,  it  triumphed  over  all 
difficulties;  and,  in  1822,  resumed  specie  payments, 
which  it  still  continues.  The  confidence  of  the  go- 
vernment and  merchants  enabled  the  bank  thus  to 
sustain  itself;  to  maintain  its  solvency  and  its  credit; 
and  to  perform,  with  success,  its  commercial  and 
fiscal  duties. 

In  1815,  tlie  state  banks,  from  the  operation  of 
many  causes,  suspended  specie  payments,  vet  the 
confidence  of  the  government  was  not  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Dallas  and  Mr.  Crawford,  both  able  and  patri- 
otic men,  as  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  having  sus- 
tained ttieir  credit  by  all  tile  means  in  their  pow  er. 
Mr.  Crawford,  particularly,  made  large  deposites 
of  public  money  in  many  of  them;  and  thereby  en- 
abled them  to  indulge  the  people,  maintain  their 
own  credit,  redeem  ttieir  debt  to  the  public,  and 
finally,  iu  1817,  to  resume  specie  payment.  I be- 
lieve if  the  same  benevolent  and  patriotic  policy  had 
been  pursued  towards  the  state  banks,  at  the  present 
period , Ihe  existing  suspension  would  not  have  contin- 
ued to  this  time,  if  it  had  taken  place  at  all.  Mr. 
Dallas  nor  Mr.  Crawford,  however,  had  not  conceiv- 
ed the  idea  of  total  separation  between  the  govern- 
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meat  and  the  hanking  institutions  of  the  country  as 
fiscal  agents;  and,  therefore,  felt  some  inducement 
to  sustain  and  preserve  them;  but  a different  feeling 
seems  to  prevail  with  the  present  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  who  can  only  expect  to  succeed  in  his 
views  by  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  of  the 
banks.  While  1 do  not  ascribe  to  him  any  design 
to  produce  the  embarrassment  which  has  over  taken 
the  banks,  and  with  them  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  yet  I am  well  satisfied,  that  he  has  with- 
held from  them  thatconfider.ee,  which  might  justly 
have  been  extended;  and  which  would,  before  this, 
have  redeemed  them  from  their  embarrassing  diffi- 
culties, and  have  afforded  salutary  relief  to  the 
people,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  charge  made  by  the  president,  and  those  W'bo 
nowr  favor  a total  separation  between  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  government'  and  the  banks,  “that 
they  have  been  guilty  of  an  excessive  issue  and 
circulation  of  their  paper,”  is  true — lamentably 
true.  Yet  I cannot  perceive  in  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances,  connected  with  the  charge,  that 
they  have  been  actuated  by  any  improper  or  impure 
motives.  These  institutions  are  connected  by  men 
who  are  liable  to  be  misled  by  the  same  impulses 
which  betray  the  most  prudent  and  the  most  cau- 
tious of  mankind  into  occasional  error.  A spirit  of 
speculation  had  extensively  spread  itself  throughout 
the  country;  acted  and  re-acted  from  the  people  to 
the  banks,  and  from  th-  banks  to  the  people,  until 
all,  absorbed  by  brilliant  prospects  of  immeasurable 
wealth,  were  led  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  discretion;  and  ruin,  to  many,  has  been  the 
penalty.  These  impulses  have  occasionally  pro- 
duced like  effects  through  all  periods,  and  resulted 
in  like  catastrophes,  w'hether  their  currency  wras 
exclusively  metallic  or  not. 

All  these  evils  carry  with  them,  however,  sure 
antidotes.  The  current  of  money  always  has  its 
level;  and  whenever  it  exceeds  that  level,  the  re- 
dundancy rails  off' and  leaves  the  current  at  its  pro- 
per level.  In  its  reduction,  serious  and  distressing 
injury  is  often  inflicted;  yet  the  return  is  gradual 
and  sure.  But  a question  arises,  whether  the  banks 
are  entirely  in  fault  in  this  matter?  Is  not  the 
government  itself  much  in  fault?  And  shall  the 
banks  be  compelled  to  take  the  whole  responsibili- 
ty for  an  error  in  which  the  government  has  large- 
ly participated?  At  the  time  the  public  deposites 
were  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting  under  the 
impression,  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  not  to  be  renewed,  and  that  its  ex- 
tensive circulation  and  discounts  were  to  be  called 
in,  in  order  that  no  shock  to  the  business  of  the 
country  might  be  sustained,  urged  upon  the  state 
banks,  in  the  following  note,  the  duty  which  would 
devolve  upon  them  to  supply  the  vacuum  which 
would  be  created  by  this  withdrawal,  growing  out 
of  their  fiscal  connection  with  the  government. 
This  the  banks  attempted  to  do,  and  gradually  in- 
creased their  accommodations  and  enlarged  their 
circulation.  He  says. 

Treasury  department,  September  26,  1836. 

Sin:  The  Girard  bank  has  been  selected  by  this 
department  as  the  depository  of  the  public  money 
collected  in  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity,  and  the 
collector  at  Philadelphia,  will  hand  to  you  the  form 
of  a contract  proposed  to  be  executed,  with  a copy 
of  his  instructions  from  this  department. 

In  selecting  your  institution  as  one  of  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government,  I not  only  rely  on  its  so- 
lidity and  established  character,  as  affording  a suf- 
ficient guarantee  for  the  safety  of.  the  public  mo- 
ney intrusted  to  its  keeping,  but  I confide,  also,  in 
its  disposition  to  adopt  the  most  liberal  course 
which  circumstances  will  admit  towards  our  mo- 
neyed institutions  generally,  and  particularly  to 
those  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  deposites  of  the  public  money  will  enable 
you  to  afford  increased  facilities  to  commerce,  and 
to  extend  your  accommodation  to  individuals.  And 
as  the  duties  which  are  payable  to  the  government 
arises  from  the  business  and  enterprise  of  the  mer- 
chants engaged  in  loreign  trade,  it  is  but  reasona- 
ble that  they  should  be  preferred,  in  the  additional 
accommodation  which  the  public  deposites  will 
enable  your  institution  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be 
done  without  injustice  to  the  claims  of  other  clas- 
ses of  the  community. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  T ANEY , secretary  of  the  treasury . 
To  the  president  of  the  Girard  bank,  Philadelphia. 

This  recommendation  was  repeated  bv  the  late 
president  in  his  succeeding  annual  message.  By 
the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  for  proportions  of 
the  public  money  beyond  a specific  amount,  the 
deposite  banks  were  required  to  pay  interest,  which 
made  it  a principle  of  self-defence,  that  thpy  should 
extend  their  loans  and  increase  their  circulation; 
because  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would 


lock  up,  and  keep  unemployed,  the  public  money, 
on  which  they  were  bound  to  pay  interest!  These 
two  causes  combined,  certainly  produced  an  excess 
in  the  bank  discounts  and  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try. This  excess  has  been  increased  by  another 
cause,  which  Mr.  Taney  nor  congress  did  not,  or 
could  not,  have  anticipated.  The  vacuum  which 
was  anticipated  by  the  refusal  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  never 
produced;  for,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  the  ca- 
pital and  stockholders  of  that  bank  were  subse- 
quently incorporated  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  continued  in  circulation  its  notes,  and  pre- 
vented any  material  diminution  in  its  discounts. 

I appeal,  then,  to  the  good  sense  of  this  house  to 
say,  whether  the  excessive  issues  complained  of, 
have  not  been  produced  by  causes,  calculated  in 
their  very  nature  to  mislead,  and  produce  the  ex- 
cess complained  of,  without  the  slightest  imputa- 
tion of  fraud  or  corruption  against  the  banks? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  connection  which  now  exists 
between  the  finances  of  the  government  and  the 
deposite  banks,  was  produced  by  the  solicitations 
of  the  government  itself.  The  government  found 
itself  engaged  in  a severe  and  dubious  conflict  with 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  it  had  deter- 
mined to  overthrow.  To  do  this,  it  was  necessary 
so  to  conduct  its  operations,  that  the  commerce  and 
business  of  the  country  might  not  be  materially 
shocked,  and  the  sensibilities  of  the  people  excited. 
To  effect  this,  it  sought  the  aid,  arid  procured  the 
operation,  of  the  late  deposite  banks,  without  whose 
aid  and  co-operation.  I have  no  hesitation  in  believ- 
ing, the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  have  tri- 
umphed. Yes,  sir,  I believe  that  it  would  have 
successfully  resisted  even  Andrew  Jackson,  with 
all  his  popularity,  his  acknowledged  firmness  and 
courage.  The  state  banks  came  to  the  aid  of  the 
government,  and  the  government  triumphed.  For 
this  they  incurred  the  undying  hostility  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  still  pursues  them. — 
They  incurred  the  denunciations  and  prophecies  of 
evil  of  the  opposition,  who  opened  upon  them  all 
their  batteries.  This  they  withstood;  but  in  the 
hour  of  victory,  which  they  so  signally  contributed 
to  achieve,  in  the  very  first  hour  of  their  difficul- 
ties and  perils,  the  very  friends  whom  they  rescued 
from  defeat,  have  taken  possession  of  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  and  now  pour  thick  vollies  upon  their 
devoted  heads!  Is  this  generous?  Is  it  magnani- 
mous? Is  it  liberal?  I leave  you,  sir,  to  give  the  an- 
swer; I leave  you  to  determine  whether,  for  causes 
which  makes  the  act  not  only  excusable,  but  justi- 
fiable. These  institutions  are  to  be  utterly  annihi- 
lated for  their  late  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
when  they  have,  upon  trying  occasions,  afforded 
seasonable  relief  to  the  country,  and  are  entirely 
solvent. 

That  the  state  banks  are  susceptible  of  such  reg- 
ulations as  will  secure  to  the  country  a sound  cur- 
rency, I do  not  doubt;  for  this  is  clearly  proved  by 
experience;  and  that  the  revenue  of  this  govern- 
ment may  be  so  employed  as  to  be  a most  potent 
engine  in  the  accomplishment  of  such  a desirable 
object,  by  the  force  with  which  either  their  hopes  or 
their  fears  may  be  addressed,  cannot  be  reasonably 
doubted.  In  1816,  when  specie  payments  were 
suspended,  and  the  evils  of  a redundant  and  de- 
ranged currency  afflicted  the  country  much  more 
severely  than  now,  Mr.  Webster,  in  a speech  deli- 
vered in  this  house  on  30th  April,  1816,  expressed 
himself  thus:  “That  if  these  banks,  (meaning  the 

state  banks),  what  engine,  he  asked,  was  congress 
to  use  for  remedying  the  existing  evil?  Their  only 
legitimate  power,  he  said,  was  to  interdict  the  pa- 
per of  such  banks  as  do  not  pay  specie  from  being 
received  at  the  custom  house.  With  a receipt  of 
forty  millions  a year,  he  said,  if  the  government 
were  faithful  to  itself  an;!  the  interests  of  the  people, 
they  could  control  the  evil,  and  it  was  their  duty  to 
make  the  effort.  They  should  have  made  it  long  ago, 
and  they  ought  now  to  make  it;  the  evil  grows  worse 
by  indulgence.  If  congress  did  not  now  make  a 
stand,  and  stop  the  current  whilst  they  might,  would 
they  when  the  current  grew  stronger  and  stronger, 
hereafter  do  it?  If  this  congress  should  adjourn 
without  attempting  a remedy,  he  said,  it  would  de- 
sert its  duty.” 

It' then,  how  much  more  potently  could  congress 
now  operate  with  the  enlarged  revenues  of  the  gov- 
ernment? Yet  Mr.  Webster  did  not  hold  over  the 
heads  of  the  banks  the  terrors  of  a final  and  eternal 
separation.  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president  of  the  bank 
of  the  U.  States,  in  his  triennial  reportto  the  stock- 
holders, in  1831,  says:  “And  they  (the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States  and  branches,)  received  freelv  the  notes  of 
solvent  state  banks,  with  whom  periodical  and  con- 
venient, but  certain,  settlements  of  accounts  were 
made.” 

“By  receiving  freely  the  notes  of  the  state  banks, 
within  convenient  reach  of  the  banks  and  its 


branches,  and  by  frequent  settlements  with  them, 
these  institutions  are  kept  in  the  habitual  presence 
of  an  accountability,  which  naturally  induces  them 
so  to  apportion  their  issues  to  their  means  as  to  se- 
cure the  soundness  of  the  currency 

I do  not  doubt  the  soundness  of  an  opinion,  so> 
thoroughly  demonstrated  by  the  practice  which  fell 
under  the  observation  of  him  who  expresssed  it; 
and  I do  not  doubt  that  the  government  in  the  em- 
ployment of  its  revenues,  and  the  observance  of 
the  same  rules,  may,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  state  institutions,  preseive  a sound  currency, 
with  much  more  success  than  the  United  States 
bank  did.  Frequent,  periodical,  and  certain  settle- 
ments are  the  efficient  instruments  by  which  ex- 
cessive issues  may  be  avoided,  and  sound  curren- 
cy preserved. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  existing  laws,  which  prohibit 
the  continuance  of  any  deposite  bank  as  a fiscal 
agent  of  the  government,  and  the  refusal  of  their 
notes  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue,  had  not 
sufficient  terror  to  prevent  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment,  how  much  more  efficacious  do  you  sup- 
pose the  adoption  of  this  measure  as  the  permanent 
law  of  the  land,  will  be  in  restoring  specie  payments 
— so  much  to  be  desired,  and  so  necessary  to  the 
prosperity  and  tranquillity  of  the  country?  Sir,  it 
will  not  only  not  hasten,  but  greatly  prolong  that 
important  event.  During  the  suspension  of  18X6, 
Mr.  Dallas,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his 
annual  report  to  congress  of  the  3d  of  December, 
1SI6,  expressing  his  opinion  upon  this  identical 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  power 
of  such  restriction,  said:  “The  successive  attempts 
made  by  this  department  to  relieve  the  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  from  its  embarrassments,  have 
been  ineffectual.  There  was  no  magic  in  a mere 
treasury  instruction  to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue, 
which  could  by  its  virtue,  charm  gold  and  silver  in- 
to circulation.  The  people,  individually,  did 
NOT  POSSESS  A METALLIC  MEDIUM,  and  Could  IlOt 
be  expected  to  procure  it  throughout  the  country, 
as  well  as  in  cities,  by  any  exertion  unaided  by  the 
banks.  And  the  banks,  too  timid  or  too  interested, 
declined  every  overture  to  a co-operation  for  rein- 
stating the  lawful  currency.  In  tiffs  state  of  things, 
the  treasury,  nay  the  legislature,  remained  passive. 
The  power  of  coercing  tile  banks  was  limited  to  the 
rejection  of  their  notes  in  the  payments  of. dues  and 
taxes,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  their  agency  in  the 
custody  and  distribution  of  the  revenue;  but  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  could  not  generate  a coin 
currency,  although  it  would  certainly  act  op- 
pressively upon  the  peotle,  and  put  at  hazard 
every  sum  of  money  which  was  due  to  the  govern- 
ment. Until,  therefore,  a substitute  was  proposed 
for  the  paper  of  the  bank,  it  would  have  been  a 
measure  of  impolitic  and  useless  severity  to- 
wards the  community  to  insist,  that  all  contributions, 
to  the  expenses  of  the  government,  should  be  paid 
in  a medium  which,  it  is  repeated,  the  community 
did  not  possess  and  could  not  procure.” 

In  addition  to  these  strong  views  of  Mr.  Dallas, 
which  apply  with  irresistible  force  to  the  present 
state  of  things,  I add  those  of  the  able,  the  patriotic 
and  practiced  statesman,  William  H.  Crawford,  who 
succeeded  him  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury.  In  a letter  dated  Nov.  29,  1816,  addressed  to 
Win.  Jones,  then  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  he  says: 

Extract  of  a letter  of  William  H.  Crawford,  to  Wil- 
liam Jones,  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  dated  Nov.  29,  1816. 

“From  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  from 
a general  knowledge  of  the  means  with  which  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  have  to  commence 
its  operations,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  it  will 
have  to  surmount  if  the  state  banks  do  not  make  a 
simultanenous  effort,  it  is  manifest  that,  without 
their  co-operation  a national  currency,  equal  to  the 
indispensable  demands  of  the  community  cannot 
be  obtained  bv  the  20th  of  February  next,  from  the 
efforts  of  the  bank  and  treasury,  under  the  existing 
legal  provisions.” 

Again — In  the  same  letter  he  says: 

“It  is,  however,  most  ardently  desired  by  the  go- 
vernment that  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  issue 
of  government  paper  maybe  avoided,  by  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  state  banks  on 
or  before  the  20th  of  February  next.  As  an  in- 
ducement to  this  measure,  the  government  can  only 
aid  their  operations  by  withholding  from  circula- 
tion as  much  of  their  paper  now  in  the  treasury,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  received,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  treasury  during:  the  ensuing  year  will 
permit;  as  the  sum  which  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  government  to  retain  in  the  treasury,  will  be 
considerable,  it  may  present  a sufficient  induce- 
ment to  change  their  determination  not  to  resume 
specie  payments  before  the  1st  day  of  July  next.” 
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Again,  he  says: 

“Row  far  the  discrediting  of  their  paper,  by  re- 
fusing to  receive  it  in  discharge  of  dues  and  taxes, 
will  influence  their  conduct,  can  only  be  ascertain- 
ed by  the  experiment.” 

These  views  of  these  two  able  and  distinguished 
men,  expressed  in  the  midst  of  a pressure  more 
severe  and  infinitely  more  alarming  than  (he 
present,  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight.  It 
was  then,  so  it  may  now  be  truly  said,  that  this  bill 
will  not  legislate  a coin  currency  into  existence,  nor 
put  gold  and  silver  into  Ike  pockets  of  the  people!- — 
Its  only  effect  will  be  to  prolong  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments;  reduce  and  depreciate  the  already 
reduced  currency  of  the  country,  and  ruin  and  op- 
press the  people.  Sir,  if  you  would  secure  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  within  a short  time, 
instead  of  crippling  you  must  encourage  and  sup- 
port the  banks  in  their  exertions  to  resume,  which 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe  they  are  honestly 
exerting  themselves  to  do.  They  now  only  need  a 
little  further  reduction  of  the  foreign  debt,  {which 
presses  on  them  so  severely,  but  which  is  rapidly 
being  reduced),  and  the  restoration  of  the  confidence 
of  tiie  government,  to  resume  specie  payments. — 
This  I do  not  doubt  they  will  be  able  to  do  by  the 
1st  of  April.  Let  us  only  imitate  the  examples,  and 
practise  the  lessons  of  Crawford  and  Dallas,  and  all 
will  be  well;  confidence  will  be  restored  and  com- 
merce resume  its  usual  activity.  Even  if  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  were  wise  and  practicable,  it  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  execution  at  this  time,  without  ruin  to  the 
whole  mercantile  community.  Until  the  vaults  of 
tue  banks  are  unlocked  by  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  specie  in  sufficient  quantities  cannot  be 
procured.  The  attempt  to  enforce  this  law,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  metallic  currency,  would  produce 
unparalleled  distress.  The  maximum  exchanges 
of  the  United  States  bank  in  1832,  amounted  to 
^254,000,000;  that  of  the  state  banks  in  183G,  to 
^,'324,600,000,  which  proves  the  capacity  of  the  state 
banks  to  conduct  the  exchanges  of  the  country,  be- 
yond doubt.  From  the  foregoing  considerations  I 
conclude  that  there  is  no  reason  for  discontinuing 
the  state  banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government, 
that  did  not  equally  exist  against  their  employment. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  the  states  from  the 
foundation  of  the  government,  have  chartered,  and 
continue  to  charter  banking  institutions,  and  this 
government  has  been  in  the  uniform  practice  of 
employing  them  as  fiscal  agents,  it  is  now  gravely 
contended  by  some  that  these  institutions  are  un- 
constitutional. This  argument  is  derived  from  the 
constitutional  prohibition  upon  the  states  to  emit 
“bills  of  credit.”  If  the  states  had  made  the  notes 
of  the  banks  which  they  have  incorporated,  a legal 
tender,  then  the  argument  would  have  been  good; 
but  so  long  as  they  are  not  made  a legal  tender,  and 
every  man  is  at  liberty  to  receive  them  or  not,  at 
his  pleasure,  then  the  prohibition  of  the  constitution 
does  not  apply.  I need  not  detain  the  committee 
by  any  argument  of  mine.  This  question  was  de- 
termined directly  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  its  last  session — a.  democratic  supreme 
court,  of  which  Roger  B.  Taney  is  chief  justice.  I 
will  simply  refer  to  the  able,  lucid,  and  unanswera- 
ble arguments  of  the  judge,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  in  the  case  of  Briscoe  vs.  the  commonicealth 
of  Kentucky.  But  it  is  contended,  by  some,  that  it  is 
equally  unconstitutional  to  employ  state  banks  as 
fiscal  agents,  as  to  charter  a national  bank.  I can- 
not see  the  force  of  this  very  recent  objection;  there 
is  a material  difference  between  creating  an. insti- 
tution which  is  not  authorised  by  the  constitution, 
and  entering  into  compacts  with  corporations  which 
are  created  by  governments,  having  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  create  them,  and  imparting  to  them 
the  express  power  of  contracting.  I do  not  per- 
ceive that,  because  the  government  of  the  United 
States  cannot,  by  authority  of  the  constitution,  in- 
corporate a national  bank,  that  it  therefore  cannot 
enter  into  a contract  with  individuals,  which  it  is 
daily  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  state  banks,  being 
constitutionally  incorporated  and  having  the  power 
to  contract,  stand  to  the  government  precisely  in 
the  same  relation  as  individuals,  who  have  the 
power,  and  may  contract  with  the  government.— 
Sir,  [ have  been  much  surprised  to  hear  an  argu- 
ment so  fallacious,  so  gravely,  and  so  earnestly 
urged. 

I will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  call  the  attention  of 
t'ne  committee  to  the  scheme  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  congress  bv  the  executive,  and  offer 
to  its  consideration,  as  briefly  as  I can,  my  objec- 
tions to  it. 

Th e first  objection  is,  that  it  will  be  tryingan  ex- 
periment, to  sav  the  least  of  it,  of  very  doubtful  re- 
sults. My  friend,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jones),  in 
a very  able  speech,  a few  days  past,  seems  to  justify 
embarking  on  this  experiment,  as  he  admits  it  to  be, 


on  the- ground  that  the  government  itself  is  but  an 
experiment.  It  is  true  that  our  system  ot'  govern- 
ment, when  it  was  entered  upon,  was  but  an  ex- 
periment, yet  it  was  a necessary  one,  and  in  its 
progress,  has  developed  the  wisdom  of  its  adop- 
tion. But  surely  my  friend  would  not  argue 
that  because  the  system  was  originally  an  experi- 
ment, that  it  would  be  prudent  to  abandon  that 
part  of  the  system  which  has  worked  well,  and 
adopt  one  which  has  no  practical  result  to  re- 
commend it.  I regard  it  as  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  adhere  to  every  system  which  experience  has 
taught  to  be  wise  and  salutary.  I am  sure  my  hon- 
orable friend  would  not  be  willing  to  surrender  our 
admirable  system  of  government  and  adopt  another 
which  had  nothing  more  to  recommend  it  than  that 
it  was  an  experiment.  The  system  of  bank  depo- 
sited has  been  tried,  and  although  there  have  occa- 
sionally been  some  disorder  and  derangement,  as 
there  has  been  in  all  human  affairs,  has  generally 
worked  well — so  far  as  the  experiment  now  proposed 
has  had  any  practice,  it  has  been  unsuccessful,  and 
proved  its  utter  insufficiency. 

The  second  objection  which  I present  is,  that  the 
public  money  will  be  unsafe  and  its  effects  demora- 
lizing. The  safety  of  the  public  funds  is  an  impor- 
tant matter,  and  should  enter  deeply  into  the  con- 
sideration of  congress  in  the  adoption  of  any  system 
which  may  be  proposed.  We  all  know  that  there 
is  no  system  which  may  be  proposed.  We  all  know 
that  there  is  no  system  which  human  ingenuity  and 
sagacity  can  devise,  that  would  be  entirely  safe. 
Yet  reason  and  experience  teach  us  that  there  are 
some  more  safe  than  others,  and  that  which  reason 
and  experience  teaches  to  be  the  most  safe,  should 
be  adopted.  In  view  of  this  question  of  greater 
safety,  let  the  present  and  the  system  proposed  be 
contrasted.  Place,  if  you  please,  the  estate  of  any 
individual  who  might  be  selected  as  the  depositor 
and  keeper  of  the  public  money,  by  the  side  of  the 
capital  of  any  bank  which  would  in  the  exercise  of 
a sound  discretion,  be  selected,  and  how  vast  the 
difference  in  lavor  of  the  bank — compare  the  in- 
ducement which  the  bank  has  to  preserve  its  good 
faith  and  credit,  in  a mere  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
with  that  of  an  individual,  and  how  great  the  dispa- 
rity in  favor  of  the  bank — compare  the  force  of  the 
moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  with  that 
of  the  individual,  all  the  officers  of  the  bonk,  the 
directors  and  the  stockholders  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  preserving  its  faith  with  the  government 
and  all  other  depositors.  Under  the  proposed 
system  a single  individual  is  interested — contrast, 
if  you  please,  the  means  of  detecting  fraud,  pecula- 
tion, and  defalcation.  In  the  banks,  the  officers  are 
in  daily  watch  and  check  upon  each  other.  The 
directory  hold  weekly  sessions  and  superintend  the 
officers,  and  the  stockholders  hold  annual  meetings 
and  examine  and  scrutinize  into  the  conduct  and 
management  of  the  whole — as  to  the  individual  de- 
positor, there  would  be  only  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  who,  residing  at  the  seat  of  government, 
would  have  but  little  opportunity  te  detect  defalca- 
tion and  other  malversations.  But  it  is  urged  by  the 
president  that  ample  security  may  be  taken  which 
will  remove  all  these  objections.  Sir,  whatever  col- 
lateral security  you  can  take  of  individuals,  yon  can 
also  take  of  the  banks,  which  leaves  the  question  of 
safety  still  decidedly  in  lavor  of  the  banks,  the  best 
security  which  can  be  had  is  in  the  adequate  re- 
sponsibility of  the  depositor,  and  that  in  every 
sense  of  the  word  is  with  the  banks.  The  presi- 
dent seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  high 
obligations  of  official  duty  which  the  public  officers 
will  fee),  will  afford  strong  security  against  abuses. 
Sir,  however  honestly  the  president  may  entertain 
this  opinion,  I regard  it  entirely  illusory.  Official 
parchment  never  yet  made  a man  honest  who  was 
naturally  dishonest;  nor  did  it  ever  yet  protect 
against  the  seductive  influences  of  temptation, 
where  without  it  tlmy  would  have  been  yielded  to. 
Nothing,  no,  nothing,  sir,  will  resist  temptation  but 
the  stern  and  inflexible  principles  of  integrity  which 
are  implanted  in  the  heart  o!  man  by  the  God  of 
nature.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  not  without  that  most 
unerring  of  all  guides,  experience,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  result  of  that  experience  is  decidedly 
favorable  to  the  banks.  There  has  been,  since  the 
formation  of  the  government,  deposited  with  and 
disbursed  by  the  banks  about  $;650,000;000,  with 
but  little  or  no  loss,  according  lo  Mr.  Crawford’s 
estimate  about  the  45th  pait  of  one  per  cent.,  while 
of  the  money  which  has  been  kept  by  individuals, 
which  is  infinitely  less,  much  greater  loss  has  been 
sustained.  Let  the  treasury  department  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  American  people,  all  its  out- 
standing balances  against  collectors  and  receivers, 
and  I do  not  doubt  that  it  will  exhibit  such  decided 
evidences  in  favor  of  the  bank  deposite  system  as 
to  decide  this  question  now  and  forever.  Here,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I cannot  but  recur  to  the  experience  of 


my  own  state  upon  this  subject,  although  I do  it 
with  much  regret.  Sir,  there,  was  a man  many 
years  ago  at  the  head  of  the  treasury  department  of 
Virginia,  who  was  connected  with  a family  of  the 
highest  standing  and  respectability  of  the  state,  in 
whose  integrity  every  man  who  knew  him  had  the 
most  entire  confidence — he  was  proverbial  for  his 
honest}'.  This  man,  under  the  influence  of  those 
kind  and  benevolent  feelings  which  sometimes  dig- 
nify and  ennoble  frail  human  nature,  but  yet  mislead 
it,  was  tempted  to  divert  to  his  individual  use  larger 
sums  of  the  public  money  than  he  was  afterwards 
able  to  restore,  and  thus  became  recorded  a public 
defaulter.  Although  he  was  a defaulter,  he  honest- 
ly surrendered  to  the  government  and  his  securities 
his  whole  estate,  but  it  was  not  sufficient  to  meet 
the  whole  defalcation.  This  man  was  John  Pres- 
ton, whose  fate  affords  a melancholy  proof  of  the 
power  of  temptation  over  the  human  heart,  for  I 
i'eel  confident  in  the  assertion,  that  in  life  as  in 
death,  he  was  an  honest  man.  When  this  man’s 
defalcation  was  discovered,  the  man  who  became 
his  successor  was  a member  of  the  state  legislature, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  denouncers  of  the 
defalcation,  and  untiring  investigators  of  its  extent 
— his  constant  cry  was  crucify  him,  crucify  him! 
This  man,  too,  who  stood  high  in  public  confidence, 
was  also  overtaken  by  the  same  irresistible  tempta- 
tion, and  fell  a victim  to  the  same  fate.  lie  also 
was  at  heart  an  honest  man  I do  not  doubt, — I do 
not  doubt  that  the  fiscal  history  of  many  of  the 
slates  affords  some  melancholy  examples  of  this 
kind.  If  we  descend  from  high  state  officers  to  tbe 
collectors  in  the  counties,  we  find  many  memorable 
and  melancholy  instances  of  defalcations  in  collec- 
tors and  keepers  of  the  revenue.  With  so  many 
examples,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  our  eyes,  will  con- 
gress plunge  into  a system  where  the  inducements 
will  be  greater,  and  the  temptations  necessarily 
stronger  on  account  of  the  immense  sums  of  money 
which  will  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  individual 
depositors?  I trust  not;  1 hope  we  shall  be  warned  by 
the  dangers  of  the  past,  and  avoid  them  for  the  future. 
The  collateral  security  which  may  be  taken  by  the 
government  will  afford  little  or  no  relief  from  the 
effects  of  defalcation,  because  if  the  collecting  of- 
ficer fails,  the  government  cannot  reach  the  securi- 
ties except  by  a tedious  course  of  litigation,  and 
then  it  very  often  fails  to  recover  the  money,  for  it 
is  now -generally  regarded  as  a sort  of  moral  prin- 
ciple, fora  man  to  secure  his  estate  against  liability 
for  security  debts,  particularly  to  government;  and 
it  very  often  happens  that  before  judgment  is  re- 
covered, the  securities  have,  b}'  conveyances  and 
settlements  of  one  description  or  other,  placed  their 
property  beyond  the  reach  of  execution.  Another 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  state  bank  system 
is,  that  if  the  public  money  be  plundered  from  Ihe 
vaults  of  the  banks,  the  loss  falls  upon  Ihe  banks; 
if  from  individual  depositors,  the  loss  falls  upon  the 
government.  This  fact  increases  the  vigilance  and 
watchfulness  of  the  banks,  and  relaxes  that  of  the 
individual  agent.  Although  I feel  verv  great  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  the  president,  yet  I cannot 
agree  with  him,  that  this  is  a question  between  the 
strength  of  a treasury  and  a bank,  vault;  neither  of 
these  vaults  of  themselves  would  ever,  however 
weak  or  however  strong,  plunder  the  public  money. 
They  are  incapable  of  that;  but  the  question  is  be- 
tween those  who  hold  the  keys  of  the  vaults,  be- 
tween the  inducements  and  opportunities  of  the 
one  or  the  other  to  plunder  Ihe  public  treasure;  be- 
tween their  liability  to  be  plundered  by  one  or  a 
hundred  hands. 

This  system,  if  adopted,  will  also  exercise  a 
very  demoralizing  influence  upon  society.  Nothing 
is  so  well  calculated  to  engender  corruption  in  in- 
dividuals or  government,  as  to  place  within  their 
reach  the  means  of  coiruption.  J^et  every  mart  in- 
quire of  himself,  how  strong  the  temptation  to  plun- 
der, cr  to  speculate  upon  the  immense  masses  of 
public  money  which  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
system  will  necessarily  throw  into  the  immediate 
possession  arid  control  of  individuals.  If  lesser 
sums  have  produced  the  melancholy  catastrophes 
to  which  I have  referred,  how  many  more  may  he 
expected  when  the  inducements,  shall  he  so  largely 
increased.  Sir,  I do  not  know,  you  do  not  know, 
this  house  does  not  know,  who  it  is  that  has  so 
much  inflexible  integrity  and  firmness  of  character 
ns  to  be  salely  trusted  with  this  immense  amount. 
David  is  said  to  have  been  a man  after  God’s  own 
heart,  yet  even  he  was  overcome  by  the  power  of 
temptation,  and  was  plunged  into  crimes  of  the 
deepest  die.  I might  here  inquire,  who  is  it  that 
lias  a proper  regard  for  his  own  character  and  that 
of  his  posterity,  that  will  trust  himself  in  a situa- 
tion so  seductive,  when  he  has  before  his  eves  so 
many  melancholy  instances  of  human  infirmity — 
few,  very  few,  who  are  trustworthy. 

( To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Dreadful  mutiny  at  sea.  A dreadful  mutiny  and 
massacre  lias  taken  place  on  board  the  British  ship 
Fanny,  captain  Mackay,  master,  formerly  sailing 
from  London.  This  line  ship,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  Sardine,  Matthison  & Co.,  merchants,  of 
Canton,  left  Chunuroo  bay  for  Linue  on  the  17th 
of  August,  1836,  with  a mixed  crew  of  Europeans, 
Maniliacunnees  and  Lascars.  On  the  same  night 
the  Manilla  men,  who  had  entered  into  a conspiracy 
to  take  the  vessel  and  murder  the  captain,  officers, 
and  Europeans,  rose  upon  them,  and  first  des- 
patched the  unfortunate  commander  with  their 
knife,  and  threw  his  body  overboard.  The  savage 
and  treacherous  villains  then  murdered  the  Euro- 
peans, who  were  surprised  and  overpowered. 

The  mutineers  took  possession  of  the  Fanny,  and 
took  her  to  the  north  coast  of  Luconia,  and  then, 
after  plundering  the  vessel,  sunk  her.  Captain 
Mackay  was  a fine  gentlemanly  man,  who  had 
spent  many  years  at  sea,  and  was  about  to  return  to 
his  country  with  upwards  of  £50,000,  which  he 
had  amassed  by  his  own  exertions.  At  the  time 
the  Fanny  w'as  cut  off,  there  was  specie  on  board 
to  the  amount  of  100,000  dollars.  [Phil.  Sen. 

Great  steam  ship.  We  learn  that  the  steam  ship 
Natchez,  of  900  tons -burthen,  which  is  construct- 
ing under  the  direction  of  captain  W.  W.  Story  at 
the  ship  yard  of  Messrs.  Rogers,  Brown,  and  R. 
Cuiley,  south  side  of  the  basin,  is  rapidly  advan- 
cing to  completion.  This  noble  vessel  is  intend- 
ed to  ply  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Natchez.  We  are  authorised  to  say  that  it  w'ould 
gratify  those  who  are  superintending  he;  construc- 
tion as  well  as  the  builders,  if  nautical  gentlemen 
and  others  would  examine  her,  as  neither  pains  nor 
expense  has  been  spared  to  make  her  a first  rate 
vessel.  [American. 

The  late  assassination.  The  examination  of  the 
persons  accused  was  concluded  on  Saturday,  after 
having  occupied  eight  days.  Bennett  was. commit- 
ted as  an  accomplice  before  and  after  the  fact. 
Baron,  the  principal  figure  who  appears  in  the 
transaction,  (a  youth  only  seventeen!)  was  com- 
mitted last  week.  The  trials  will  not  occur  till 
next  spring.  Baron’s  “confessions”  are  frequent 
and  of  various  kinds;  implicating  one  other  of  the 
accused  as  the  chief  actor  in  the  tragedy.  But  lit- 
tle confidence  should  be  reposed  in  such  tales. 

[Rochester  paper. 

We  understand  there  was  quite  an  incident  cn 
Chestnut  street  wharf  on  Thursday  afternoon,  upon 
the  arrival  ofthe  Robert  Morris  steamboat  from  Bal- 
timore. Lieutenant  R.  and  a part  of  the  crew  of 
the  United  States  sloop  Peacock  were  passengers 
in  the  boat,  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty;  a 
part  of  whom,  on  the  boat  touching  land,  commenc- 
ed a most  violent  attack  upon  the  lieutenant.  A 
friend  of  the  lieutenant’s,  (after  the  latter  had 
been  chased  around  the  wharves  by  the  infuriated 
mob,)  brought  him  a pistol,  which  upon  being- 
cocked,  and  presented,  caused  the  assailants  to 
to  slink,  one  by  one,  frightened  from  the  melee. 

[Daily  Focus. 

Battle  of  Tippecanoe.  More  than  a quarter  of.a 
century  has  passed  since  the  memorable  victory 
obtained  by  general  Harrison,  overthe  savage  army 
ofTeeumseh.  “This  event  was  celebrated  this  day 
(says  the  Cincinnati  Whig  of  the  7th  inst.)  by  the 
artillery  company  of  Invincibles,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Pierce,  recently  organized  in  this 
city.  At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  a salute  was 
fired  from  a brass  sic  pounder,  purchased  bv  the 
company  at  Columbus  on  the  fourth  of  July  last. 
At  twelve  o’clock  another  salute  was  fired  from 
Covington,  Kentucky;  and  we  understand  that  at 
three,  and  at  sunset  likewise,  salutes  are  to  be  fired. 

[Philadelphia  Gazette. 

We  extract  the  following  from  a volume  in  the 
statistical  archives  of  France,  lately  published  by 
the  minister  of  commerce,  as  showing  the  great 
sub-division  of  property  that  has  taken  place  in  this 
country  since  the  revolution  of  1789.  There  are 
throughout  France  5,205,411  properties,  paying  a 
land  tax  of  less  than  of.  a year;  and  10,893,527  pro- 
perties paying  from  5f.  (o  l.OOOf.  If  each  of  these 
latter  properties  had  a distinct  owner,  there  would 
be  at  least  ten  millions  of  landed  proprietors,  each 
owing  on  an  average  two  acres.  The  houses  and 
habitable  buildings  ol  France  are  6,349,551  in  num- 
ber; wind  and  water  mills,  S2,94fi;  iron  works  and 
furnaces  of  different  kinds,  4,423;  manufactories, 
38,314;  public  "buildings,  hospitals,  barracks,  &c. 
98,000. 

Illinois  rail  road.  The  rail  road  from  the  Illinois 
coal  mines  to  St.  Louis  is  nearly  completed.  Two 
cars  have  already  arrived,  and  the  rest  will  be  fur- 
nished as  soon  as  needed.  Fifty  or  sixty  men  are 
wanted  to  work  in  the  mines  now  opening. 


St,  Louis , Nov.  7.  The  water  in  the  river  con- 
tinues up,  and  all  the  contiguous  streams  are  in 
good  boatable  condition.  Business  here,  is  reviv- 
ing, and  getting  quite  active.  Between  Friday  and 
Monday  morning  last,  eighteen  steamboats  arrived 
at  our  wharves,  with  freight  and  passengers.  This 
looks  encouraging  in  these  dull  times,  and  begins 
to  remind  us  of  past  seasons  of  active  trade,  and 
commercial  prosperity.  Boats  are  daily  departing 
to  the  south,  and  since  news  has  reached  us  of  the 
abatement  of  the  fever  in  New  Orleans,  we  may 
now  calculate  upon  a reasonable  share  of  trade 
until  the  navigation  closes.  [Bulletin. 

The  Delaware  was  the  -second  river  in  the  union 
upon  which  steamboats  were  used,  and  not  a single 
accident  from  the  explosion  of  a boiler  ever  occur- 
red upon  it,  during  a period  of  perhaps  more  than 
30  years,  except  that  of  the  ferry  boat  the  other 
day,  when  one  life  was  lost.  Look  at  the  human 
slaughter  annually  occurring  upon  the  western  wa- 
ters, and  say  if  this  fact  does  hot  speak  volumes  in 
favor  of  (he  competency  and  the  care  of  those  hav- 
ing charge  of  such  boats  on  our  waters. 

[Camden  Mail. 

A curiosity  has  been  sent  to  our  office  by  colonel 
George  Ferree,  of  Marietta,  which  we  deem  highly 
deserving  of  notice.  It  is  an  ear  of  corn  complete 
and  entire,  and  solid  at  the  stem  or  root,  but  at 
about  an  inch  above  the  root,  branching  out  into  se- 
ven distinct  separate,  and  perfectly  formed  ears  of 
various  sizes — a large,  full  and  very  handsome  one 
in  the  centre,  and  surrounded  by  six  smaller  ones 
of  different  lengths  and  bulk,  and  equally  well 
formed  as  the  large  one.  It  seems  like  a stout  and 
hardy  parent,  with  her  six  little  ones  clustering 
around  her  and  craving  nourishment  and  protection. 
Persons  wishing  to  see  this  odd  and  pleasing  affair, 
may  have  their  desire  gratified  by  calling  at  our  of- 
fice. [Columbia  Spy. 

Birth  extraordinary.  On  Friday  morning  last,  in 
the  St.  Helen’s  railway  carriage  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  station,  a lady  was  delivered  of  a very 
fine  girl.  It  appears  the  lady  had  come  over  from 
Ireland  in  one  of  the  packets  t hat  morning  on  a vi- 
sit to  a friend  at  St.  Helen’s  which  perhaps  may 
account  for  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  little 
stranger.  Two  gentlemen  were  in  the  carriage  at 
the  same  time,  but  were  very  glad  to  make  their 
escape.  A postchaise  and  surgeon  were  immedi- 
ately sent  for,  and  the  mother  and  babe  both  arriv- 
ed at  her  friends  house  in  perfect  safety,  and  are 
doing  well.  [Liverpool  Mercury. 

Merited  honor.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  our 
fellow  citizens  Peter  S.  Duponceau,  Job  R.  Tyson, 
and  Daniel  M.  Keim,  (late  of  Reading),  have 
been  elected  honorary  members  of  the  royal 
society  of  northern  antiquaries,  at  Copenhagen;  and 
that  they  have  each  received  a work  lately  publish- 
ed by  the  said  society  giving  an  account  of  the  dis- 
covery of  this  continent,  by  some  Norwegian  navi- 
gators, as  early  as  the  twelfth  century.  The  work, 
we  are  informed,  is  very  interesting;  we  hope  it 
will  be  translated  and  published  in  this  country. 

[Philadelphia  paper. 

Long  cruise  for  a merchantman.  The  ship  Vir- 
ginia, captain  McMichael,  of  this  port,  sailed  hence 
June,  20,  1835,  for  India,  and  has  been  absent  ever 
since,  until  Sunday  last,  when  her  arrival  was  an- 
nounced (below)  from  Batavia,  with  a full  cargo  of 
sugar,  say  a million  of  pounds.  She  is  last  from 
Batavia  via  St.  Helena,  a rather  long  passage,  but 
all  well.  She  has  been  trading  for  the  last  fifty 
months  principally  between  China  and  Java.  We 
can  welcome  captain  McMichael,  her  successful 
commander,  home,  alter  so  long  an  absence,  and 
are  pleased  to  report  him  in  good  health,  and  his 
ship  in  good  condition. 

[Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette. 

Pork.  In  this  state  [says  the  Peoria,  111.  Regis- 
ter] Beardstown  is  the  market.  The  Rushville 
Advocate  says: 

“There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  doing  in  this 
article  at  present.  At  Beardstown,  the  great  pork 
market  to  Illinois,  there  are  but  few,  if  any,  willing 
to  make  any  positive  engagements  as  to  the  price, 
all  holding  oif  to  see  if  there  will  not  be  a change 
in  the  times.  Last  year  by  (his  lime,  every  hog  was 
engaged  within  20  miles  of  this  place.  This  shows 
that  there  is  a distressing  scarcity  of  money.  The 
farmer  will  not  be  able  to  realize  five  or  six  dollars 
per  hundred  this  year.” 

Herrins: fishery.  It  is  calculated  that  from  the 
port  of  Thurso  to  Frasersbnrg  there  are  not  fewer 
than  3,000  large  boats,  employed  in  the  herring  fish- 
ery alone.  As  each  boat  carries  an  average  of  five 
men,  employment  is  thus  given  to  15,000  seamen. 
This  season  the  herring  fishery  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tended. 


A singular  and  painfully  distressing  accident  re- 
cently occurred  in  Wilmington,.  Delaware.  Mr. 
Joel  Hall,  with  a load  of  wood,  had  placed  his  little 
child  in  the  back  part  of  the  wagon,  and  a short 
time  after,  forgetting  he  had  done  so,  dumped  the 
wood  down  w'here  it  was  to  be  delivered,  the  sticks 
ol  w’hieh  falling  upon  the  child,  caused  such  inju- 
ries as  to  result  in  death. 

f)uel.  We  have  heard  that  an  affair  of  (his  char- 
acter, which  has  been  for  some  time  in  agitation 
between  Mr.  Dromgoole  of  congress,  and  Mr.  Dug- 
ger of  Brunswick  county,  Ya.  was  decided  a few 
days  since  about  six  miles  from  Gaston,  N.  C. 
Mr.  Dugger  received  the  ball  of  his  antagonist  in 
his  side,  about  three  inches  beneath  the  arm  pit. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  alive  the  next  morning  af- 
ter the  meeting,  which,  it  seems,  took  place  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  Milledgeville  Recorder  states,  that  Mr. 
Cuthbert  has  long  been  anxious  to  retire  from  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  and  will  certainly  do  so 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Georgia  legisla- 
ture. And  as  Mr.  King  will  also  resign,  the  legis- 
lature will  have  two  senators  to  elect.  It  adds  a ru- 
mor, that  Mr.  Forsyth  may  be  a candidate  for  the 
senate,  and  says  that,  “should  he  desire  the  office, 
he  will  obtain  it  without  difficulty.” 

Crops  in  New  Hampshire.  In  New  Hampshire 
it  is  said  that  the  ordinary  crops  have  been  more 
than  double,  and  of  wheat,  probably  four  times  a9 
much  has  been  Lai  vested  as  ever  a single  season 
produced  before.  Forty  bushels  to  the  acre  has 
been  a common  crop  among  farmers  and  in  many 
instances  this  has  been  much  exceeded. 

A small  steam-engine  lias  been  erected  at  the 
base  of -the  obelisk,  on  the  Place  de  la  Concorde, 
which  sets  in  motion  an  apparatus  working  horizon- 
tally for  the  polishing  of  the  pedestal.  The  other 
works  for  the  embellishment  of  this  magnificent 
place  are  proceeding  rapidly ; and  the  new  system  of 
bituminous  flagging  has  been  here  applied  with  the 
greatest  success  and  good  taste. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Bavarian  troops  and  native 
soldiers  in  (he  service  ofkingOlho  of  Greece  do  not 
suit  well  together,  and  that  his  majesty  proposes  to 
import  “a  batch  of  Hessians  from  Hungary.”  We 

cannot  tell  how  HessiaAs  from  Hungary  may  suit 
the  views  of  the  Grecian  king,  but  would  not  sup- 
pose tba thungny  Hessians  would  be  peculiarly  agree- 
ble  to  his  subjects  with  (heir  stinted  means. 

Property  in  Pennsylvania.  According  to  a tabular 
statement  published  by  authority  of  the  auditor 
general,  the  total  adjusted  valuation  ofthe  real  pro- 
perty, See.  in  the  several  counties  of  the  common- 
wealth is  $245,673,402 

Valuation  of  personal  property,  &c.  48,835,784 

Grand  total,  $294,509,186 

A rival  in  the  chicken  business.  The  new  York 
Transcript  says — “We  understand  that  one  ofthe 
greatest  monopolies  of  the  day — the  business  of 
hatching  chickens,  heretofore  confined  to  the  hens, 
is  now  disputed  with  them  by  Mr.  William  Fukes, 
No.  5 avenue  A.  He  hatches  them  in  his  oven  as 
the  Chinese  do.” 

Escape  of  a drunkard.  A drunken  man  was 
found  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  lying  across  the 
Morris  rail  road,  a few  miles  beyond  Orange,  with 
his  head  on  the  rail,  in  a sound  sleep.  Tile  engi- 
neer fortunately  saw  him  just  in  time  to  stop  the 
locomotive.  He  was  roused,  and  laid  beside  the 
fence. 

The  general  minutes  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  for  the  past  year,  contain  the  following 
statement  of  the  numbers,  according  to  the  reports 
ofthe  several  conferences,  viz: 

Whites.  Colored.  Indian.  Total. 

This  year,  570,123  76,240  2,695  658,157 

Last  yeaf,  564,974  83,296  2,933  653,032 

An  Englishman,  with  a diving  bell  has  been  ex- 
citing a great  sensation  in  Constantinople.  He  is 
said  to  have  laid  before  the  Sulton  a plan  lor  fishing 
i up  whole  mountains  of  treasures  from  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  and  getting  up  two  or  three  old  guns  that 
are  supposed  to  be  lying  there. 

Morris  county  jail  is  tenantless;  having  been 
without  a prisoner,  debtor  or  criminal,  some  weeks. 
A creditable  circumstance  for  a population  of 
24,000.  [Newark  Advertser. 

We  learn  from  the  Peoria  (Illinois)  Register, 
that  mills  are  so  scarce  in  that  quarter  that  while 
wheat  is  selling  for  70  cenls  a bushel,  flour  com- 
mands $S  a barrel. 

Specie.  The  brig  Philip  Hone,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Monday,  from  the  west  coast  of  Mexico, 
i with  $100,000  in  specie. 
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{)C?=Persons  desirous  of  subscribing  for  the  “Re- 
gister” are  informed  that  all  orders  must  be 
accompanied  with  the  amount  of  one  year’s  sub- 
scription, or  a draft  upon  some  responsible  person 
in  this  city,  or  the  paper  will  not  be  forwarded.  We 
have  suffered  so  much  from  the  carelessness,  and 
in  some  instances  the  dishonesty,  of  “ palrons ,” 
that  we  have  resolved  that  all  who  do  not  punctu- 
ally pay  for  our  paper  shall  not  receive  it.  The 
number  of  delinquents  has,  we  know,  been  increas- 
ed by  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  the  times,  and 
we  are  willing  to  make  every  allowance;  but  they 
should  remember  that  the  heavy  expenses  of  our 
establishment  are  defrayed  from  the  small  sums  due 
by  individuals,  and  that  the  punctual  payment  of 
such  sums  can  alone  prevent  embarrassment.  Our 
list  never  presented  a more  flattering'  appearance 
since  the  establishment  of  the  “Register;”  but 
our  receipts  are  “miserably  meager,”  and  mig'ht 
well  discourage  us  if  we  had  not  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  our  subscribers,  and  in  an  advantageous 
change  in  the  times. 

Congress  will  commence  its  sessiooon  Monday 
next,  and  the  opinion  is  general  that  its  sittings  will 
be  protracted  to  a late  period  in  the  spring.0  For, 
in  addition  to  the  currency  question,  which  must  be 
permanently  settled,  it  is  believed  the  policy,  econo- 
my, &c.  of  the  government  will  undergo  a thorough 
revision  and  silting.  All  this,  from  the  manner  in 
which  business  “drags”  in  the  commencement 
ot  a session,  will  consume  several  months,  and 
must  severely  tax  the  patience  of  opr  readers  and 
the  coffers  of  the  country.  We  will,  however,  do 
all  we  can  to  render  our  pages  instructing  and  in- 
teresting, and  to  keep  our  readers  advised  of  all 
matters  which  may  transpire. 

Already  a number  of  members  have  arrived,  and, 
with  our  citizens,  seem  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
weather,  which  is  as  mild  and  genial  as  in  tlie  month 
of  May. 

In  reference  to  the  president's  message,  the 
“Globe”  says — We  are  requested  to  state  that  the 
express  mail  will  be  so  expedited  on  Tuesday  next 
as  to  deliver  the  president’s  message  in  New  York 
in  time  for  the  morning  papers  of  V/ednesday. 

Messrs.  Cheves  and  Calhoun.  Among  a 
large  number  of  interesting  articles  inserted  in  the 
present  sheet,  the  reader  will  find  a letter  from  the 
hon.  Langdon  Cheves  giving  his  views  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  a letter  from 
the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun  avowing  his  reasons  for 
supporting  it.  The  distinguished  character  of  the 
writers,  independent  of  the  subject  discussed,  will 
command  a careful  perusal  of  the  letters.  They  are, 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  “ antagonislical ,”  and 
offer  some  striking  contrasts.  The  first  contends 
that  the  new  scheme  must  strengthen  the  power  of 
the  executive:  the  latter  that  it  would  aid  in  weak- 
ening it.  Thus,  the  parties  are  opposed,  and  as  far 
asunder  as  the  antipodes. 

The  late  gov.  Kent.  The  editor  of  the  “Re- 
gister” was  absent  from  Washington  when  the 
death  of  gov.  Kent  occurred,  or  he  would  have 
promptly  paid  a tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  most 
estimable  gentleman;  for  none  had  a higher  esti- 
mate ol  the  soundness  of  his  mind  and  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  and  but  few  better  opportunities  of  ap- 
preciating his  private  and  public  worth.  For  near- 
ly thirty  years  he  was  the  intimate  friend  and  cor- 
respondent ot  the  late  editor  of  the  “Register  ” 
and  during  that  long  period  not  an  incident  occurred 
to  interrupt  their  friendly  relations,  which  seerntd 
to  strengthen  with  increasing  years.  Towards  tie 
present  editor  he  had  also  manifested  the  mist 
friendly  disposition,  and  had  rendered  him  irnportrnt 
services  during  the  brief  period  the  “Register” 
has  been  located  in  this  city.  Gov.  Kent’s  charac- 
ter is  happily  sketched  in  the  brief  biography  pib- 
lished  in  another  page.  He  was,  indeed,  an  honest 
man  and  a virtuous  statesman,  who  pursued  his 
duties  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  good.  Ma- 
ryland may  supply  his  place  with  one  possess  ng 
more  talents  and  attainments,  but  her  borders  do 
not  contain  a better  citizen  or  a more  disinterested 
patriot. 

The  Pennsylvania  reform  convention,  pur- 
suant to  a resolution  to  that  effect,  adjourned  at 
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Harrisburg  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  and  resumed 
their  deliberations  in  the  Musical  Fund  Hall  in  the 
latter  city  on  Tuesday  last.  On  Wednesday,  as  we 
learn  from  the  National  Gazette,  much  interest  was 
created  by  the  discussion  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  of  a question  in  which  the  banks  were  seve- 
rally condemned  or  defended  for  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  Mr.  Biddle  appeared  as  their 
able  champion.  Mr.  Read,  of  Susquehanna,  in  the 
course  of  some  remarks  accused  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  the  other  banks  of  the  country  of 
having  joined  in  a conspiracy  to  stop  payment.  He 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Sergeant  with  great  effect, 
who  pursued  his  earnest  remarks,  until  Mr.  Read 
explained  that  he  meant  to  say  that  the  bank  cor- 
porations and  not  the  directors  were  conspirators. 
On  this  explanation  Mr.  Sergeant  animadverted 
with  striking  effect.  The  attention  of  the  conven- 
tion and  the  auditors  was  uninterrupted  during  the 
president’s  observations  on  this  interesting  topic. 

In  the  convention  on  Monday  the  20th  ult.  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  discussed  and  postponed  in- 
definitely, by  a vote  of  68  to  49: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of per- 

sons be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  con- 
vention, whether  the  people  of  this  commonwealth, 
by  a legislative  enactment,  orby  a provision  in  their 
new  constitution,  can  repeal,  aiter  or  modify  an  act 
of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  “an  act 
to  repeal  the  tax  on  real  and  personal  property,  and 
to  continue  and  extend  the  improvement  of  the  state 
rail  j'oads  and  canals,  and  to  charter  a state  bank  to 
be  called  the  United  States  bank,”  passed  the  18th 
day  of  February,  A.D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six;  and,  if  the  people  have  such  power,  whether  it 
would  be  proper  and  expedient  to  repeal,  alter  or 
modify  that  act,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  in  what 
way,  or  on  whatterms,  the  same  should  be  done. 

The  convention  then  took  up  for  consideration 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention 
that  contracts  made  on  the  faith  of  the  common- 
wealth are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  inviolable. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  convention, 
that  a charter  duly  granted  by  act  of  assembly  is, 
when  accepted,  a contract  with  the  parties  to  whom 
the  grant  is  made. 

After  some  discussion,  the  first  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  bv  yeas,  66,  nays  7. 

No  decision  was  had  on  the  second  resolution 
until  the  following  day,  when  it  was  amended  as 
follows  by  the  mover: 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  convention, 
that  a charterduly  granted  under  an  act  of  assembly 
to  a bank,  or  other  private  corporation,  is,  when 
accepted,  a contract  with  the  parties  to  whom  the 
grant  is  made;  and  if  such  charter  be  unduly  grant- 
ed, or  subsequently  misused,  it  may  be  avoided  by 
the  judgment  of  a court  of  justice  in  due  course  of 
law,  and  not  otherwise,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a 
power  expressly  reserved  in  the  charter  itself.” 

In  this  shape  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  yeas 
59,  nays  41. 

Treasur.y  department  December  1,  1837.  In 
conformity  to  the  12th  section  of  the  “Act  to  au- 
thorize the  issuing'of  treasury  notes,”  approved  Oc- 
tober 12th,  1837,  it  is  hereby  published  that  “the 
amount  of  all  treasury  notes  issued”  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  the  30th  ult.  inclu- 
sive, is  .'|,1,495,464  07.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Department  of  state,  Washington , December 
1,  1837.  Information  has  been  received  at  this  de- 
partment from  the  late  United  States  consul  at  Ota- 
lieita  (Society  Island),  of  the  total  loss,  in  a hurri- 
cane, near  the  Feejee  islands,  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember last,  of  the  American  whale  ships  “Meri- 
dian” of  Edgartown,  “Reaper”  of  Nantucket,  and 
“Anastasia”  of  Sidney,  with  their  crews,  save  a 
part  only  of  that  of  the  Anastasia. 

Information  has  also  been  received  from  the  said 
consul,  that  the  American  whale  ship  “Indepen- 
dence” was  wrecked,  in  a hurricane,  on  the  7th  of 
March  last,  while  at  anchor  in  a bay  at  the  Island 
of  Vavau. 

Georgia.  The  hon.  John  P.  King  having  re- 
signed his  seat  as  a senator  in  congress  from  the  state 
of  Georgia,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  esq.  a friend  of  the 


administration,  was  on  the  22d  ult.  chosen  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy.  We  have  not  seen  a statement  of 
the  vote,  but  Mr.  Lumpkin  is  said  to  have  been 
elected  by  a large  majority^.  Judge  Berrien  was 
the  opposing  candidate.  we  see  it  stated  that  Mr. 
Cuthbret  has  also  resigned  his  seat. 

Arkansas.  AmbroseH.  Sevierhasbeen  re-elect- 
ed a senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of 
Arkansas,  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last. 

The  hon.  A.  W.  Loomis,  a representatives  in 
congress  from  the  I7th  congressional  district  of 
Ohio,  has  resigned  bis  seat  in  consequence  of  do- 
mestic affliction.  A new  election  has  been  order- 
ed, but  the  whigs,  it  is  said,  will  not  have  a candi- 
date as  the  district  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

Bank  convention.  A convention  of  several 
of  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic  cities  assembled  in 
New  York  on  Monday  last  to  deliberate  on  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  About  one  hundred 
delegates  were  present,  and  it  is  said,  for  the  meet- 
ings are  held  with  closed  doors,  that  Mr.  Meredith, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  chairman,  pro  lem., 
and  a committee  appointed  to  examine  the  creden- 
tials of  members.  &c. 

Conjecture  is  busy  as  to  the  result  of  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  convention,  and  the  impression  pre- 
vails that  it  will  not  fix  upon  any  period  for  resump- 
tion. It  will  serve  no  practical  purpose  to  insert 
the  rumors  afloat,  but  as  soon  as  an  official  copy  of 
the  proceeding's  is  published,  it  shall  be  laid  before 
our  readers. 

Mississippi.  From  the  Nashville  Runner.  A 
correspondent  at  Manchester,  Mississippi,  writes 
under  date  of  the  10th  inst.,  that  Prentiss  and  Word1! 
the  whig  candidates  for  congress,  are,  doubtless, 
elected  by  a very  large  majority  over  the  vote  ob- 
tained by  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  at  the  special 
election  in  July.  Tt  is  evident,  too,  (says  our  cor- 
respondent,) that  either  of  the  two  whig  candidates 
for  governor  would  have  beaten  their  Van  Buren 
opponent,  very  far,  if  but  one  of  them  had  taken 
the  field. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Prentiss,  when  elected 
will  go  to  Washington,  and  if  refused  his  seat  will 
make  an  appeal  to  the  house,  the  equal  to  which  has 
never  been  known  in  the  histoiy  of  contested  elec- 
tions. He  is  said  to  be  a gentleman  of  splendid  abili- 
ties as  an  orator,  and  with  the  facts  which  he  will 
carry  with  him  concerning  the  contest  in  Missis- 
sippi, his  cause  will  certainly  present  the  most  im- 
posing claims. 

Affairs  of  Canada.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  that  the  loyalists  and  “rebels”  have  at 
length  taken  the  field  against  each  other,  and  that 
blood  has  been  shed.  We  have  a variety  of  accounts 
besides  that  published  below,  but  they  are  so  vague 
and  contradictory  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ar- 
rive at  the  actual  condition  of  affairs.  We  infer, 
however,  that  the  movement  of  the  “rebels”  or 
constitutionalists,  lias  been  made  without  concert, 
and  that  they  will  soon  be  compelled  to  succumb  to 
the  superior  prowess  of  the  loyalists. 

A nuinberofpersons  arrested  at  Quebechad  been 
admitted  to  bail.  Their  liberation  subsequently 
gave  occasion  to  a serious  of  disturbances,  on  Sun- 
day, ] 9th  inst.  It  appears  that  after  vespers,  a 
nuinberofpersons  assembled  before  the  houses  of 
the  released  prisoners,  to  congratulate  them  on  Ibeir 
deliverance.  They  were  addressed  by  Messrs,  Chas- 
seur and  Morin,  and  soon  after  a scuffle  began  be- 
tween parties  of  the  loyalists  and  the  disaffected,  in 
which  sundry  heads  were  broken,  and  various  other 
breaches  of  the  peace  were  committed.  The  win- 
dows of  Mr.  Morin’s  bouse  were  broken,  and  also 
those  of  Messrs.  Chasseur  and  Legare. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

The  ball  of  the  revolution  in  Canada  is  in  motion. 
The  following  letter  from  our  attentive  correspon- 
dent at  Burlington,  Vt.,  with  the  accompanying  ex- 
tra, from  the  Free  Press  office,  shows  not  only  that 
a battle  lias  been  fought  and  lives  lost,  but  that  it 
was  probably  followed  by  another  and  more  severe 
engagement.  We  have  had  little  doubt  that  such 
would  be  the  state  of  tilings  sooner  or  later:  but  it 
has  been  precipitated,  and  we  may  look  with  great 
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interest,  not  only  for  events  in  that  quarter,  but  for 
sanguinary  results. 

Correspondence  of  the  Albany  Argus. 

Burlington , Nov.  26,  1837. 
Dear  sir: — I enclose  you  in  haste  an  extra,  from 
one  of  our  offices,  on  which  you  may  rely  as 
correct;  and  furthermore,  it  is  expected  that  but 
few  hours  after,  there  must  have  been  an  engage- 
ment at  St.  Charles,  six  miles  from  St.  Dennis, 
between  the  Canadians  under  Papineau,  amounting 
to  near  3,000,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
detachment  of  the  1st  Royals,  amounting  to  near 
800,  with  14  pieces  of  artillery.  Papineau  is  in  the 
old  Fort,  and  has  with  him  two  of  Napolean’s  offi- 
cers in  command.  He  has  also  a foundry  for  cast- 
ing cannons.  We  are  wailing  the  result  anxiously. 
The  father  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Brown,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  French  party,  arrived  here  this  morning  and 
brings  this  intelligence.” 

Free  Press  office,  Burlington,  Nov.  26. 

By  the  steamboat  Franklin,  which  arrived  at  9 
o’clock  this  morning,  we  learn  that  an  engagement 
has  taken  place  between  200  of  the  British  regulars 
and  the  Canadians  at  St.  Dennis,  in  which  the  latter 
were  successful.  The  loyalists  lost  16  killed  and 
wounded,  and  two  brass  pieces.  Captain  Malcolm 
is  reported  as  mortally  wounded.  The  patriot  loss 
was  not  known. 

It  appears  that  the  patriots  have  made  a stand  at 
St.  Charles,  about  thirty  miles  below  Montreal,  and 
are  repairing  an  old  French  fort.  Their  number  is 
stated  at  two  thousand  or  more,  well  armed  and  fur- 
nished, and  that  they  have  eight  brass  pieces.  On 
Wednesday  a detachment  of  eight  hundred  regulars 
and  three  hundred  volunteers  left  Montreal  with  the 
intention  of  breaking  up  this  post.  They  landed  on 
Thursday,  and  had  taken  up  their  line  of  march  for 
St.  Charles.  The  advance  guard,  consisting  of  200 
regulars,  had  proceeded  as  far  as  St.  Dennis,  when 
they  were  attacked  by  the  Canadian  populace,  and 
after  a severe  engagement,  driven  back  with  the 
loss  above  stated. 

On  Thursday  night  a steamboat  arrived  at  Mon- 
treal, bringing  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  when  a new 
detachment  consisting  of  the  entire  regular  force  in 
the^ity  was  immediately  despatched  down  the  river. 
The  next  boat  will  undoubtedly  bring  us  further  and 
more  decisive  particulars,  which  we  shall  publish  in 
another  bulletin.  All  seems  to  depend  on  the  result 
of  this  expedition,  as  the  entire  regular  force  of  the 
government  is  engaged  in  it.  The  patriots  have  a 
foundry  at  St.  Charles,  and  are  casting  their  own 
cannon. 

Report  says  that  the  patriot  force  at  St.  Charles  is 
under  the  command  of  two  French  officers  of  dis- 
tinction, trained  under  Bonaparte.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, we  have  no  authentic  information. 

The  following  is  a translation,  says  the  New 
York  Commercial  Advertiser,  of  the  address  issued 
by  a number  of  the  most  influential  French  Cana 
dians  in  Montreal,  to  their  misled  countrymen. 

To  the  habiians  of  the  district  of  Montreal. 

As  magistrates  and  conservators  of  the  peace  of 
her  majesty,  our  gracious  sovereign,  within  this 
district,  we  believe  that  it  is  our  duty  to  anticipate 
the  serious  events  which  now  threaten  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  paternally  to  warn  you  of  the  dan- 
gers to  which  you  are  exposed,  in  allowing  your- 
selves to  be  deceived  and  led  away,  as  well  as  of 
the  punishment  which  may  fail  upon  you,  if  you 
persist  in  maintaining  a contest,  at  once  so  unequal 
and  parricidal. 

Guns  have  been  discharged  at  officers  of  justice, 
while  in  the  performance  of  their  painful  duty — 
prisoners  have  been  rescued,  who  had  been  legally 
arrested,  and  who  should  have  submitted  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  laws.  These  are  heavy  offences,  and 
will  bring  down  heavy  punishment  upon  those  who 
have  committed  them. 

It  is  not  you,  inhabitants  of  the  rural  districts, 
naturally  of  pacific  dispositions,  who  have  volun 
tarily  thrown  these  obstacles  in  the  way  of  justice, 
but  traitors  have  spurred  on  a lew  individuals  to 
the  commission  of  acts  unworthy  of  men  who 
know  how  to  respect  the  public  welfare  and  the 
laws. 

We  exhort  you,  not  only  to  refrain  from  all  acts 
of  violence,  but  to  retire  peaceably  to  your  homes, 
and  to  your  families,  in  the  midst  of  which  your 
tranquillity  will  never  be  disturbed.  It  is  in  com- 
mitting yourselves  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  British  government,  that  you  will  restore 
peace  and  prosperity  to  your  country.  Already  we 
are  informed  that  the  inhabitants  of  several  parishes, 
who  ha  l suffered  themselves  to  be  led  away,  have 
seen  and  repented  of  their  error. 

If  our  admonitions  are  not  listened  to— if  the 
voice  of  reason  fails  to  reach  your  hearts— it  is  our 
duty  to  warn  you  that  the  military  power  and  the 
civil  government  will  not  be  outraged  with  impu- 
nity, and  that  the  vengeance  of  the  insulted  laws 


will  be  not  less  terrible  than  speedy.  The  aggres- 
sors will  become  the  victims  of  their  rashness,  and 
the  ruin  that  will  fall  upon  their  heads  will  be  the 
fruit  of  their  own  wilful  folly.  They  who  would 
urge  you  on  to  these  fatal  excesses,  are  not  your 
real  friends.  Already  they  have  abandoned  you, 
and  again  they  will  desert  you  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, while  we,  who  novs'  seek  to  call  you  back  into 
the  path  of  duty,  intend  and  hope  to  prove  our- 
selves the  most  zealous  and  faithful  servants  of  our 
country. 

D.  B.  Viger,  P.  J.  Lacroix, 

Pierre  De  Rocheblave,  Wm.  B.  Donegani, 

Louis  Guy,  Charles  L.  Rodier, 

Edward  M.  Leprophon,  H.  E.  Barron, 

Etienne  Guy,  Jules  Quesnel, 

P.  E.  Leclere,  Felix  Soligny. 


From  Texas.  The  news  from  Texas  is  not  of 
much  interest.  The  Indians  had  made  some  hos- 
tile incursions  on  the  western  and  northern  frontier, 
but  had  been  repelled.  Mr.  Labranche,  the  charge 
from  the  United  States,  had  been  received  by  the 
government  of  Texas  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 
The  addresses  delivered  on  his  presentation  are 
inserted  in  page  213. 

From  Mexico.  By  an  arrival  from  Vera  Cruz, 
the  New  Orleans  Bee  had  received  complete  files 
of  Mexican  journals  to  the  16th  October  inclusive. 
They  contain  but  little  of  interest  respecting  the 
politics  of  the  country.  We  have  reason  to  believe, 
however,  that  the  new  administration  is  far  from 
being  stable,  and  that  there  are  in  Mexico  many 
powerful  men  who  disapprove  the  policy  of  presi- 
dent Bustamente.  He  had  hardly  assumed  the 
reins  of  government,  when  the  ministry  which  he 
formed,  abandoned  him,  and  left  their  bureaus  at 
the  mercy  of  the  first  intrigue  that  should  choose 
to  seize  them.  This  desertion  appears  more  singu- 
lar on  account  of  the  friendship  which  those  men 
had  expressed  for  Bustamente,  and  the  apparent 
devotion  with  which  they  had  served  his  cause. 
The  cabinet  entire  sent  in  their  resignation  with  an 
address. 

The  Diario  makes  no  remark  on  this  act  of  resig- 
nation and  gives  no  intimation  respecting  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  ministers.  That  paper  merely  ob- 
serves that  the  resignation  having  been  offered  to 
the  president  only  on  the  day  before  (the  13th)  he 
had  as  yet  decided  nothing  on  the  subject,  and  of 
course  that  all  rumors  respecting  the  composition 
of  the  new  cabinet  were  unfounded. 

An  idea  is  still  held  out  of  an  invasion  of  Texas. 
President  Bustamente,  in  a harangue  to  the  soldiers 
on  the  occasion  of  a national  fete,  thus  addressed 
them,  after  complimenting  them  on  their  success  in 
the  war  of  Barradas: — 

“New  laurels  await  us  in  the  fertile  plains  of 
Texas;  prepare  to  gather  them  in  company  with 
your  brave  comrades  of  the  army  of  the  north.” 

Official.  Department  of  Slate,  Washington, 
Nov.  27,  1837.  Information  has  been  received  at 
this  department,  from  the  consul  of  the  U.  States 
at  Gibraltar,  that  by  a quarantine  regulation  now 
in  force  at  that  port,  cargoes  loaded  at  ports  of  the 
continent  of  America  situated  between  the  equator 
and  the  34th  degree  of  north  latitude,  must  be  landed 
at  some  ioul  lazaretto,  and  the  vessel  must  undergo 
expurgation,  in  order  to  her  free  admission  at  Gi- 
braltar, from  the  first  of  July  to  the  first  oflMovem- 
ber;  and  that  the  clearances  and  bills  of  health  must 
certify  the  fact  with  British  consuls’  certificates. 

Dinner  to  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenn.,  8ic.  From 
the  N.  Y.  American  of  the  29//;  vlt.  The  festival  of 
yesterday  to  Messrs.  Bell,  Graves,  and  Underwood, 
at  the  Astor  House,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  brilliant 
ever  given  in  this  city. 

In  addition  to  the  two  first  named  gentlemen — 
Mr.  Underwood  was  absent  by  reason  of  indisposi- 
tion— there  were  present  many  guests,  among  wdiom 
were  Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts. Mr.  Southard, 
of  New  Jersey,  gov.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey, 
Messrs.  Halsted  and  Aycrigg,  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  from  the  same  state;  Messrs.  J. 
P.  Kennedy  and  Meredith,  from  Maryland;  Messrs. 
Nathan  Appleton  and  Sturgis,  from  Boston;  Messrs. 
George  Curtis  and  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island;  Mr. 
Granger,  Mr.  M.  Sibley,  and  Mr.  P.  R.  Livingston, 
of  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Orville  Dewey.  Nu- 
merous letters,  from  gov.  Everett,  from  Mr.  Philips, 
of  Salem,  Mr.  Elliott,  mayor  of  Boston,  and  other 
eminent  individuals  in  different  parts  of  the  union, 
apologizing  for  their  absence,  were  received,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  evening  read,  with  the  toasts, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  they  enclosed. 

It  was  not  till  half  past  seven  o’clock  that  the  din- 
ner was  served — that  late  hourbeing  rendered  neces- 
1 sary  by  the  previous  occupation  of  the  great  din- 


ing-hall of  the  Astor  House  for  its  daily  ordinary, 
and  we  may  add,  by  the  sumptuousness  of  the  least 
itself,  which  required  much  time  and  care  for  its 
due  preparation  and  arrangement. 

The  following  gentlemen  presided  at  the  dinner 
table: 

President — Ogden  Hoffman. 

Vice  presidents — Philip  Hone,  Charles  A.  Davis, 
M.  H.  Grinnell,  J.  W.  Webb,  Charles  King,  M.  C. 
Patterson,  Edward  Curtis,  and  R.  M.  Blatchford. 

There  were  no  regular  toasts — but  the  presiding 
officer  first,  and  then  the  vice  presidents  in  suc- 
cession, gave  toasts  calculated  to  call  out  the  dis- 
tinguished guests  present. 

Mr.  Bell,  in  reply  to  a toast  from  Mr.  Hoffman, 
spoke  with  great  animation  and  ability,  as  did  Mr. 
Granger,  governor  Pennington,  Mr.  Southard,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Sturgis. 

To  Mr.  Webster,  as  one  at  home  among  us, 
bound  to  us  by  ties  of  kindred,  and  even  more  by 
gratitude  for  eminent  services,  and  by  warm  affec- 
tion, no  toast  was  given  tilljate  in  the  evening. 

But  when  the  toast  was  given  by  the  Chairman 
in  bis  happiest  manner,  and  when  the  compliments 
he  so  justly  and  so  eloquently  poured  forth  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  her  dislinguished  son,  the  champion 
of  the  constitution,  fell  upon  the  delighted  ears  of 
that  assembly,  of  whom,  late  as  it  was,  no  one 
scarcely  bad  moved — lor  they  knew  Daniel  Web- 
ster was  to  speak — there  burst  forth  such  applause, 
as  belongs  to  few  men  to  merit — to  fewer  still  to 
receive  when  merited. 

At  the  close  of  the  cheering,  Mr.  Webster  rose, 
and  lor  nearly  two  hours  held  the  audience  in  un- 
broken admiration,  by  a discourse  which  touching 
almost  all  the  prominent  topics  before  the  nation  as 
with  a ray  of  light,  and  yetdwelling  upon  none  so  as 
to  fatigue — constituted  at  once  a review  of  the  past, 
and  an  exhortation  for  the  future — so  clear,  so  elo- 
quent and  so  patriolic,  as  to  command  the  assent  of 
all  judgment  and  all  hearts. 

The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  was 
eloquent,  even  beyond  bis  previous  efforts — and  the 
throbbing  bosom  of  every  American  present,  told 
bow  deeply,  how  purely,  they  felt  his  noble,  his 
inspiring  tribute  of  affection  and  attachment  to 
this  his  own,  his  native  land. 

We  know  not  whether  there  is  any  chance  of 
having  his  speech,  and  olhers  delivered  at  this  me- 
morable meeting,  published — but  if  they  be  pub- 
lished as  delivered,  and  without  losing  their  fire 
and  spirit,  it  will  constitute  such  reading  as  is  not 
often  met  with. 

We  shall  not  even  essay  to  name  the  various  to- 
pics be  treated — save  only  his  solemn  declaration 
on  one  point  now  under  discussion  by  a large  and 
respectable  convention  here — that  of  the  currency. 
He  said  most  emphatically,  that  duty  and  honor, 
and  whig  principles  and  whig  faith,  required  the 
earliest  possible  resumption  of  specie  payments — 
and  that  in  judging  of  the  period  for  that  resump- 
tion expediency  was  not  the  main  consideration,  but 
moral  obligation. 

Corporations.  There  have  been  chartered 
since  1776,  in  Pennsylvania,  1,142  incorporations 
for  every  variety  of  purpose — the  principal  of  which 
are,  turnpike  companies,  24S;  banks,  78;  bridgfs, 
102;  literary  institutions,  116;  religious  societies, 
118;  towns,  152;  canal  and  navigation  companies, 
52;  insurance  companies,  41;  rail  roads,  78;  chari- 
table societies,  IS;  coal  companies,  12;  manufac- 
turing companies,  22,  & c. 

Pennsylvania  dividends.  The  auditor  gene- 
ral of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  made  a state- 
ment, from  which  it  appears  the  state  has  received 
dividends  from  incorporations  not  possessing  bank- 
ingprivileges,  as  follows: 

Frcm  turnpike  companies,  $13,164  70 

Bridge  companies,  18,996  50 

Navigation  company,  Schuylkill,  12,250  00 

Loan  company,  Mechanics  and 

Tradesmen's  411  09 

Coal  company,  Delaware,  1,474  SO 

$47,297  09 

Tie  Pennsylvania  canals. will  be  closed  on  and 
aftei  the  4th  December  next,  by  order  of  the  canal 
commissioners. 

The  British  provinces.  From  the  Boston  Dai- 
ly Advertiser.  A detatchment  of  the  43d  regiment 
set  oi t from  St.  John,  N.  B.  tor  Quebec  by  way  of 
Fredricton,  and  the  Madawaska  territory,  a few 
daysago.  The  New  Brunswick  papers  mention 
some  other  movements  of  the  troops.  The  Bangor 
Whig  mentions  a rumor,  that  an  express  had  been 
sent  lo  Washington  from  the  provincial  government, 
to  obtain  permission  for  the  transport  of  10,000 
British  troops  from  Halifax  and  New  Brunswick, 
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through  the  state  of  Maine,  destined  to  Quebec  and 
Montreal.  This  is  a much  greater  number  of 
troops  than  the  British  government  has  in  those 
provinces;  but  such  a number  as  they  may  have 
occasion  to  send  to  Canada  at  this  season  might 
undoubtedly  accomplish  the  march  with  much 
greater  ease  by  the  route  of  the  Kennebec  river, 
through  Maine,  than  by  way  of  the  Madawaska. 
We  have  not  yet  heard  of  the’  closing  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  by  the  ice,  but  it 
is  probably  frozen  over  by  this  time. 

Late  from  Florida.  St.  Augustine,  Nov.  14. 
Sam  Jones  is  now  considered  the  whole  head  and 
front  of  the  Seminole  war.  Those  who  know  him 
represent  him  as  a “great  rascal.”  Our  readers  will 
recollect  that  some  time  last  spring,  after  the  capit- 
ulation of  Micanopy,  some  negroes  came  in  who  re- 
ported that  the  Seminoles  had  deposed  Micanopy, 
and  had  elected  Sam  Jones  in  his  stead.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  Micasukies  are  determined  to  remain 
in  the  country  at  all  hazards.  [Herald. 

The  Florida  returned  from  Musqnito  on  Sunday 
last.  Brig.  gen.  Hernandez  and  suite  came  passen- 
gers. Twenty-one  negroes,  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Cruger  and  Depeyster,  inaj.  Heriot,  and  the  estate 
of  maj.  Woodruff,  were  brought  up  in  the  Florida. 
The  negroes  state  that  a large  number  of  I ndians  are 
assembled  near  Indian  river,  ready  to  fight. 

Two  Indians  were  brought  into  town  yesterday 
who  were  captured  on  the  west  side  of  the  St.  John’s. 
They  confirm  the  report  of  the  negroes  who  were 
brought  from  Musquito,  that  the  Indians  are  con- 
centrated and  waiting  for  a fight.  They  say  they 
are  in  number  about  two  thousand.  f lb. 

The  last  advices  state  that  the  troops  collected  at 
Tampa  Bay,  amounting  to  about  2000  men,  had 
marched  into  the  Indian  country.  We  have  little 
doubt  that  the  war  will  be  finished  this  campaign, 
without  much  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 

[IV.  O.  Bee. 

Private  library.  There  is  one  private  library 
in  this  country,  exclusively  American,  which  we 
would  give  a splendid  Illinois  farm  to  possess.  It 
consists,  as  we  are  told,  of  upwards  of  seventy 
large  quarto  volumes,  and  all  by  the  same  author. 
That  author  came  into  public  life  before  he  was  of 
lawful  age,  and  has  been  in  public  life  with  few  in- 
termissions, ever  since.  He  has  travelled  in  many 
countries,  and  speaks  many  languages.  He  has 
held  high  stations  abroad,  and  the  most  exalted  at 
home.  He  has  formed  acquaintances  with  the 
most  illustrious  scholars  and  statesmen  of  Europe, 
for  the  last  half  century — and  with  all  the  affairs 
and  men  of  his  own  country  in  his  knowledge  he  is 
most  familiar.  From  the  moment  of  his  first  en- 
trance into  public  life,  until  the  present  time,  he 
kept  a written  record  of  the  events  of  each  day  of 
his  life;  and  the  whole  of  his  “life  and  times,”  now 
extends,  as  above  mentioned,  to  more  than  seven  y 
huge  quarto  volumes.  Need' we  name  the  author? 
None  can  mistake  the  man.  The  able,  the  fearless, 
the  learned,  the  dauntless  John  Quincy  Adams. 
No  other  American  would  have  performed  such  a 
labor.  No  one  else  could  have  done  it  as  he  has 
done.  What  an  inheritance  will  that  work  be  to 
the  future  historian,  the  politician,  the  antiquarj! 
We  should  like  much  to  look  into  it,  even  nov. 
What  a mass  of  manuscript  for  a single  hand  and 
what  a variety  of  matter!  political  and  philosophic;! 
— historical  and  biographical — literature  and  diplo- 
macy— travelling  diaries  and  cabinet  coloquies — 
lectures  upon  rhetoric,  and  treatises  upon  weights 
and  measures — ballads,  lyrics  and  anti-masonr;! 
What  a compound!  And  alas!  how  many  pror 
fellows,  would  find  themselves  metaphoricallyjlayrf, 
could  they  but  run  over  some  of  the  pages  of  tie 
seventy  volumes?  [New  York  Com. 

United  States  ship  Independence.  Ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Independence,  dated 

Madeira,  October  13,  1837. 

“I  expect  before  you  receive  this,  you  will  hear 
of  the  English  frigate  Pique  beating  us;  whichis 
true,  so  far.  She  got  under  weigh  with  us  in 
smooth  water,  and  we  sailed  in  company  about  bn 
hours,  and  she  beat  us  about  two  lengths.  She  lad 
all  her  ballast  and  water  out,  on  purpose,  and  dnw 
only  filteen  feet  of  water,  while  our  ship  drw 
twenty-three  feet.  She  declined  trying  us  in  a sea 
way.  We  can  out  sail  any  ship  in  their  navy,  jy 
giving  us  fair  play.”  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gazette 

Indian  emigration.  The  entire  tribe  of  Chiela- 
saw  Indians  has  emigrated  from  Alabama.  The  Noth 
Alabamian,printedatTuscumbia,states  that  the  trbe 
left  that  place  previous  to  the  10th  instant,  unier 
the  charge  of  col.  Upshaw,  the  emigrating  ageit, 
and  that  they  had  arrived  at  Memphis,  where  tiny 


would  embark  in  steamboats  for  their  new  homes. 
The  place  of  their  destination  is  bounded  by  the 
Red  river  on  the  south,  and  the  state  of  Missouri  on 
the  east.  It  was  selected  about  12  months  ago  by 
a delegation  of  the  Chickasaw  chiefs,  and  purchased 
by  the  government,  of  the  Choctaws,  for  the  sum  of 
$ 550,000 . The  country  is  said  to  be  a desirable 

one.  The  Alabamian  adds: 

“In  taking  leave  of  our  red  brethren  and  neigh- 
bors, we  render  them  no  more  than  a just  tribute  to 
their  merit,  when  we  say  they  have  always  stood 
deservedly  high  as  a nation  oflndians.  They  have 
been  both  in  profession  and  practice  the  friends  of 
white  men.  In  war,  they  have  always  been  found 
enlisted  in  the  cause  of  the  government,  and  not 
unfrequently,  their  blood  has  been  spilt  in  support 
of  the  cause  of  civilized  man? 

Increase  of  crime.  From  a report  made  to 
the  board  of  aldermen  on  Monday  evening,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  number  of  complaints  made  at  the 
police  offices  in  this  city,  during  the  year  com- 
mencing September  1st,  1834,  and  ending  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1835,  were  14,548,  and  that  during  the 
twelve  months  following,  the  number  of  complaints 
amounted  to  15,888,  showing  an  increase  of  1040. 
And  in  the  following  twelve  months,  ending  the 
1st  of  last  September,  the  complaints  amounted  to 
the  frightful  number  of  18,956,  being  an  increase 
of  3,068  in  one  year.  Of  those  18,956,  cases  1,089 
were  sent  to  the  special  sessions,  where  crimes  of 
a minor  description  are  tried,  and  4402  were  sent 
to  the  general  sessions.  The  1,0S9  cases  sent  to 
the  special  sessions  have  all  been  disposed  of  by 
being  tried  or  sent  for  decision  to  the  general 
sessions,  but  of  the  4,402  cases  sent  from  the  police 
offices  to  the  general  sessions,  upwards  of  3, 000  yet 
remain  unacted  on.  [Jour.  Com. 

Chaplain  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. The  following  letter  from  the  rev.  Mr. 
Tuslon.to  the  hon.  James  Garland,  has  been  com- 
municated to  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  for  publi- 
cation: 

Warrent on,  Fauquier  Co.,  Va.,  Nov.  23d,  1837. 
Hon.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia: 

My  dear  sir-  The  readiness  with  which  you  con- 
sented to  act  as  my  friend  on  a recent  occasion, 
never  to  be  obliterated  from  my  kindest  remem- 
brance, has  induced  me  to  venture  in  this  public 
manner  to  invite  your  attention  to  a matter  highly 
important  to  me,  and  not  destitute,  I believe,  of  in- 
terest to  yourself. 

You  are,  perhaps,  aware,  that  at  the  close  of  the 
extra  congress  the  subject  of  the  chaplaincy  lor  the 
approaching  session  was  frequently  mentioned  to 
me,  and  a wish  expressed  by  some  of  the  members, 
that  I would  suffer  my  name  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  that  office  in  December  next. 

I am  truly  grateful  for  the  compliment  conveyed 
in  this  initmation,  and  sincerely  regret  that  I am 
compelled  to  deny  myself  the  privilege  of  serving 
again  at  the  altar  of  this  great  and  growing  nation. 

My  engagements  with  my  present  charge  are 
such  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  for  me  to  absent 
myself  for  so  long  a time  as  will  probably  be  occu- 
pied by  the  important  business  of  the  next  session. 

My  prayers,  however,  shall  continue  to  ascend 
to  “the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,”  that  the  ephe- 
meral Vapors  which  have  for  a season  obscured  our 
prospects  may  be  dissipated  by  (he  rising  sun  of  re- 
turning prosperity,  and  that  we  may  once  more  be- 
come as  happy  and  united  as  we  have  hitherto  been 
free  and  independent. 

Be  pleased  to  convey  to  the  members,  as  oppor- 
tunity may  offer,  my  unfeigned  acknowledgments 
for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  du- 
ring my  short  but  delightful  sojourn  at  the  capitol, 
and  believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  sincere  regard, 
and  cordial  good  wishes,  your  friend  and  ob’t  serv’t 
Septimus  Tuston, 

I.ate  chaplain  to  the  house  of  representatives. 


WHIG  JUBILEE  IN  NEW  YORK, 

ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  22d  ULT. 

The  following  account  of  the  great  whig  festival 
in  New  York,  is  compiled  from  the  Express  and 
the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

At  this  late  hour  of  the  night, — this  early  hour  in 
the  morning  rather,  in  which  this  article  is  written, — 
overcome  with  the  fatigue  of  this  great  celebration, 
we  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  spirit  to  dilate 
upon  its  magnificence,  or  the  glorious  triumphs  of 
eloquence  to  which  it  has  given  birth.  Masonic 
Hall,  from  12  o’clock  to  4 o’clock,  P.  M.,rang  with 
peals  of  eloquence  as  loud  and  as  inspiring  as  were 
ever  heard  in  any  Hall,  at  any  time,  from  so  many 
different  men.  From  Maine  to  Maryland,  delega- 
tions powerful  in  numbers,  and  powerful  in  intel- 
lect, honored  us  with  their  presence; — and  among 
these  names  will  be  found  many  of  the  most  able, 


and  eloquent,  and  practical  men  in  the  United  States. 
They  stamped  the  day  with  a dignity  and  lustre  that 
makes  it,  hereafter,  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  New 
York. 

The  dinner  at  Niblo’s,  given  to  the  delegates  by 
the  whigs  of  the  city,  was  indeed  a feast  of  reason 
and  flow  of  soul.  The  delegates  all  expressed 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  with  their  hospitable  enter- 
tainment. Every  thing  passed  off'  in  harmony, — 
with  nothing  to  mar  the  concord  of  the  associated 
whigs.  Ogden  Hoffman  answered  for  the  whigs 
and  the  young  men  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  weather  was  not  auspicious.  The  day  was 
wet  and  drizzly,  which  much  interfered  with  the 
intended  brilliancy  of  the  preparations.  However, 
the  whigs  made  themselves  happy  in-doors,— at 
various  hotels,  and  dinner  parties  in  the  city. 
Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  one  of  the  greatest 
days  New  York  has  ever  seen.  It  will  ever  be 
remembered  with  pride  and  joy.  It  was  a fit  cele- 
bration of  the  unexampled  revolution  we  have  won. 

Of  the  many  gentlemen,  whose  names,  opinions, 
and  speeches  appear  in  our  journal  to-day,  we  must 
beg  pardon  for  many  errors.  We  trust  (3  o’clock, 
A.M.)  a confused  mass  of  copy  to  our  compositors, 
and  it  must  abide  its  destiny. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  notwithstanding  the  inclemen- 
cy of  the  weather,  therlelegations  from  the  different 
states  began  to  be  announced  at  Masonic  Hall.  The 
first  that  entered  the  saloon,  were  the  committees 
appointed  by  the  to'vn  meeting  of  Philadelphia, 
headed  by  the  mayor  of  that  city,  and  a delegation 
from  the  whig  young  lien,  headed  by  their  chairman, 
R.  F.  Conrad,  esq.  The  delegations  from  other 
parts  of  the  union  soon  after  appeared  at  the  Hall, 
and  were  each  welcomed  with  the  cheers  and  huz- 
zas of  citizens,  as  they  were  severally  announced. 

The  delegates  who  presented  themselves  were  as 
follows: — 

Pennsylvania.  From  Philadelphia,  104  members- 
Delaware.  From  Jew  Castle  1;  Wilmington  6. 
Connecticut.  From  Norwich  14;  New  Haven  26; 
Waterbury  1;  Danbmy  1;  Norwalk  1;  Groton  1; 
Hartford  15;  Lyme  2; Litchfield  1. 

New  Jersey.  From  Trenton  7;  Jersey  city  and 
Bergen  county  15;  New  Brunswick  21;  Newark  20; 
Bellville  and  Essex  ccnnty  5;  Morris  county  6;  Pa- 
terson 21;  Rahway  9;  Orange  5;  Hoboken  13. 
Massachusetts.  Frcm  Boston  13;  Medford  2. 
Rhode  Island.  Froti  Providence  22. 

Maryland.  From  laltimore  57. 

Maine.  From  Portland  7. 

Vermont.  From  Burlington  5 
New  York.  From  Brooklyn  24;  Richmond  coun- 
ty 13;  Albany  and  Troy  20;  Green  county  6,  Utica 
7. 

The  delegations  were  distinguished  by  badges  of 
various  colors,  furnished  them  by  the  committee  of 
76  of  this  city. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  his  honor  the  mayor, 
with  the  following  address: 

Whigs  of  our  sister  states,  we  extend  to  you  the 
hand  of  fellowship,  we  greet  you  as  brethren;  we 
are  united  with  you  in  the  bonds  of  political  broth- 
erhood and  by  the  ties  of  political  amity.  Citizens 
of  a common  country,  inheritors  of  a common  patri- 
mony, our  cause  is  your  cause,  our  fortune  is  your 
fortune,  our  destiny  is  jour  destiny. 

Honor  to  all  who  unite  their  hearts  or  their  hands 
in  this  joyful  jubilee.  We  bid  you  all  welcome — 
thrice  welcome  to  the  halls — welcome  to  the  hos- 
pitalities of  our  homes,  and  to  our  festive  boards — 
welcome  to  the  honors  and  enjoyments  of  this  glo- 
rious day.  The  blood  which  courses  through  your 
veins  is  American  blood — and  the  spirit  which  ani- 
mates you,  is  the  spirit  which  immortalized  our  re- 
volutionary sires  on  the  heights  of  Bunker  Hill,  on 
the  plains  of  Saratoga,  and  of  Yorktown,  and  finally 
gave  liberty  to  a new  world.  Welcome  to  our  city, 
to  our  state,  to  a land  whose  rivers  and  whose  lakes, 
whose  plains  and  whose  valleys  are  consecrated  by 
deeds  of  valor  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  Yes,  fel- 
low-laborers in  our  country’s  welfare,  we  welcome 
you  to  a people  whose  fathers  fought  side  by  side 
with  yours,  and  as  upon  the  battle  field  our  fathers 
were  united  in  the  toils  and  sacrifices  and  the  tri- 
umphs of  war,  so  their  souls  this  day  unite  in  com- 
memorating bloodless  victories  of  peace,  victories 
and  triumphs  achieved  by  the  irresistible  patriotism 
and  power  of  an  unconquerable  people — a people 
who  are  unalterably  determined  that  for  ages  to 
come  “New  York”  shall  be 

“A  lofty  name, 

A light — a landmark  on  the  cliffs  of  Fame.” 

The  mayor  proceeded  to  call  the  chairman  of  the 
various  committees. 

Mr.  Neal,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  meeting,  in  an 
animated  and  eloquent  speech.  He  said  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  express  the  feeling  that  pervaded 
the  state  of  Maine  at  the  reception  of  the  news  of 
the  New  York  victory.  The  moment  the  joyful 
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announcement  was  made,  the  streets  were  illumi- 
nated, and  shouts  of  joy  resounded  in  every  quarter. 
He  alluded  to  that  interesting  period  of  the  r evolu- 
tionary war,  when  our  forces  were  compelled  to 
evacuate  the  city  of  New  York;  of  the  retreat  of  the 
forces  in  the  neighborhood  in  consequence,  and  oi 
the  important  events  which  resulted  from  the  perse- 
verance and  energy  of  the  great  men  who  directed 
the  movements  of  our  little  force,  by  the  cheek 
given  to  the  enemy  at  the  Delaware,  and  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  that  operation.  It  was  a parallel 
case  of  the  victories  gained  by  the  whig  cause  in 
Maine,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
check  given  to  the  enemy  in  New  York  at  the  late 
election.  Mr.  Neal  concluded  his  remarks  by  ex- 
horting the  whigs  to  maintain  the  ground  they  had 
acquired  by  their  victory,  and  not  to  be  too  confi- 
dent of  success  at  the  next  conflict,  and  be  unpre- 
pared to  meet  it,  lest  the  tide  might  roll  back  and 
overwhelm  them  in  their  imagined  security. 

The  address  was  responded  to  by  the  most  enthu- 
siastic applause,  and  three  cheers  for  the  state  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  Charles  Adams,  of  Vermont,  being  called 
upon  in  order,  expressed  his  inadequacy  to  repre- 
sent the  enthusiasm  which  every  where  prevailed 
in  his  little  state — not  only  whigs  had  rejoiced  at  the 
glorious  results  of  the  New  York  election,  but  even 
Jacksonmen  had  said  amen  to  the  victory. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  Rhode  Island,  stated  to  the  meet- 
ing that  the  hon.  Tristram  Burges  had  been  appoint- 
ed chairman  of  R.  I.  delegation,  but  was  unavoida- 
bly detained.  He  presented  file  gratulations  of  the 
whigs  of  his  state  to  New  "fork — they  had  both 
fought  and  bad  both  conquered  in  the  same  glorious 
cause.  It  was  a time  to  fight,  he  said,  when  the 
problem  began  to  be  doubtedthat  men  were  com- 
petent to  govern  themselves.  1'he  election  of  Rhode 
Island  took  place  previous  tothe  going  forth  of  the 
president's  message;  had  the  election  taken  place 
after  the  promulgation  of  that  monstrous  document, 
the  majority  would  have  been  as  great  in  Rhode 
Island  as  it  is  in  New  York. 

Col.  Wintjirop,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  next 
upon  the  platform,  as  one  o’  the  delegates  from 
Boston,  authorised  by  his  whig  brethren  of  that 
place  to  present  the  felicitations  of  the  whigs  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  result  of  our  election.  Lan- 
guage, said  Mr.  W.  cannot  e>press  the  triumphant 
thrill  of  joy  that  the  announcenent  of  the  success  of 
the  whigs  of  New  York  produced  upon  the  people 
of  old  Slassachusetts.  It  was  not  to  exult  over  a 
vanquished  enemy  that  they  hid  come  from  Faneuil 
Hall  to  the  commercial  emporium  of  the  union;  it 
was  to  rejoice  for  the  re-establishment  of  sound 
principles.  Severe  as  had  been  their  trial  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, they  would  hav;  borne  still  more;  had 
they  been  steeped  in  pove'fy  and  affliction  to  the 
very  lips  by  any  dispensation  of  heaven,  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  would  have  suffered  it  withput  a 
murmur.  It  was  to  resist  the  tyrannical  will  of 
one  man  that  they  had  taken  the  field.  Like  their 
fathers  in  the  great  struggle  for  freedom,  they  were 
prepared  to  exhaust  not  oily  their  treasures  and 
their  whole  substance,  but  they  would  yield  up  even 
the  coinings  of  their  hearts  aid  the  currency  of  their 
blood  in  such  a struggle.  iV,r.  W.,  after  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  and  soul-stirr  ng  addresses  that  ever 
resounded  in  that  hall,  concluded  by  offering  the 
congratulations-of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and 
extending  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  pa- 
triotic and  regenerated  state  of  New  York. 

This  address  was  responded  to  by  the  most  deaf- 
ening and  tumultuous  cheering. 

Mr.  Swift,  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  next  addressed 
the  meeting.  I came  not,  said  Mr.  Swift,  to  share 
your  victory,  but  to  rejoice  with  you.  If  I had  a 
tongue  that  Cicero  is  said  to  have  had,  the  present 
is  a subject  that  my  speech  cannot  master;  it  was  a 
subject  that  interested  not  only  the  citizens  of  our 
own  country,  but  of  the  world  at  large.  The  people 
have  risen  in  their  might — will  stand,  and  raise 
such  a revolution  as  will  render  the  name  of  Van 
Buren  forever  insignificant.  The  consequences  of 
this  victory  to  our  common  country,  are  inconceiv- 
ably great.  This  was  a theme  that,  if  the  occasion 
permitted,  he  could  speak  forever. 

Mr.  Conrad,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
whig  young  men  of  Philadelphia;  Mr.  Jackson,  from 
Newark;  Mr.  Meredith,  of  Maryland;  hon.  Mr. 
Naudain,  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Flagg,  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  Haven,  severally  tendered  the  congrat- 
ulations of  their  respective  constituents, ®and  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  in  speeches  of  considerable 
length,  which  were  received  with  shouts  of  applause. 
"We  shall  endeavor  to  give  a report  of  theirspeeches 
hereafter. 

The  hon.  Francis  Granger,  of  Cayuga,  next  ap- 
peared upon  the  platform,  and  was  hailed  with  nine 
cheers.  Mr.  Granger,  after  expressing  his  acknow- 
ledgments in  behalf  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to 


the  various  delegations,  remarked  that  there  was  a 
time  in  New  York  when,  in  order  to  stop  the  ene- 
my, it  was  necessary  to  raise  the  drop  of  the  Cayu- 
ga bridge;  a few  smugglers,  indeed,  had  swam  the 
lake  and  gained  footing  on  the  other  side.  The 
west  has  been  heard  but  in  breezes;  when  next  you 
hear  from  her,  it  will  be  like  the  roar  of  her  cataracts. 
Mr.  Granger,  after  a most  enthusiastic  and  brief 
address,  sat  down  amidst  the  plaudits  and  reiterated 
cheers  of  the  assemblage. 

The  meeting  then,  at  the  instance  of  the  mayor, 
adjourned,  and  the  different  delegations  invited  to 
proceed  to  the  saloon  at  Niblo’s  garden,  and  partake 
of  the  hospitalities  of  the  city. 

BANQUETING  SCENE. 

As  soon  as  the  meeting  at  Masonic  Hall  had  ad- 
journed, which  was  about  4,  P.  M.  a procession  was 
for  med  of  the  various  delegations,  to  Nibio’s  saloon, 
where  the  tables  were  prepared  for  nearly  a thou- 
sand persons.  Never  in  the  history  of  New  York, 
has  so  great  a feast  ever  been  provided.  The  ma- 
nagers had  .selected  the  largest  room  that  could  he 
found  in  our  city,  and  large  as  it  is,  it  did  not  ac- 
commodate one  fourth  of  those  that  were  desirous 
to  be  present,  but  as  there  were  about  eight  hun- 
dred delegates  from  different  towns  and  cities,  only 
a few  of  our  citizens  could  be  present  at  the  least. 
The  room  was  decorated  in  the  most  splendid  man- 
ner with  flags,  and  the  tables  covered  not  only  the 
whole  floor,  but  the  galleries.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe  the  animated  scene  that  was  presented. 
To  the  committee,  great  credit  is  due  for  their  ju- 
dicious arrangements.  Notwithstanding  the  confu- 
sion that  necessarily  attends  a crowd  were  thou- 
sounds  are  collected,  we  believe  every  delegate  was 
provided  with  his  seat  in  a proper  place.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  the  mayor,  assisted  by  Philip 
Hone,  P.  W.  Engs,  E.  Benson,  S.  Draper,  Joseph 
Blunt,  D.  Graham,  Jr.  Wm.  S.  Johnson,  M.  M. 
Noah,  R.  M.  Whitmore,  D.  Ullmari,  Prescott  Hall, 
James  Watson  Webb,  and  M.  C.  Patterson. 

The  mayor,  on  taking  the  chair,  addressed  the 
assemblage  in  a thrilling  speech,  after  which  he 
gave  the  following 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  Our  country — One  in  interest,  one  in  renown, 
one  in  constitution,  and  one  in  destiny — “Hail  Co- 
lumbia.” 

2.  The  dale  of  New  York — Her  sun  is  risen,  and 
the  universal  land  is  gladdened  by  its  brightness. 
“Washington’s  March.” 

3.  The  stule  of  Maine — That  gloriously  broke  the 
chains  of  party  despotism,  and  led  the  van  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution  and  laws. — “Sublime  was 
the  morn  when  Liberty  spoke.” 

-1.  Vermont — The  Tliermopylre  of  the  union;  her 
rocks  and  defiles  have  proved  impregnable;  her 
Green  Mountain  boys  have  never  “bent  the  knee  to 
Baal.” — “My  heart’s  in  the  mountain,” 

5.  Rhode  Island — Her  freemen  have  staid  the  ef- 
forts of  corrupt  government  agents,  and  have  given 
an  impetus  to  the  cause  of  our  country  in  this  state. 
“Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

6.  Connecticut — Her  common  schools  and  colleges 
have  scattered  their  bright  jewels  throughout  the 
land;  she  is  coming  to  the  rescue. — “Yankee  Doo- 
dle.” 

7.  Old  Massachusetts — American  liberty!  she 
loves  to  linger  beside  the  cradle  where  her  infancy 
was  nursed. — “Adams  and  Liberty.” 

8.  New  Jersey,  and  Iter  well-tried  and  worylhy  sons 
who  honor  l^s  this  day  as  guests — The  spirit  that 
chased  the  Hessian  spoilers  at  Trenton,  is  still  true 
to  its  ancient  fires. — “Bonnets  of  Blue.” 

8.  Pennsylvania — A state  distinguished  for  its 
practical  illustrations  of  the  happiest  social  systems; 
for  its  enterprising  spirit  of  internal  improvement, 
and  for  its  devotion  to  republican  principles. — 
“Honest  men  and  bonnie  lasses.” 

10.  Delaware — One  of  the  old  continental  states; 
distinguished  for  patriotic  services  during  our  revo- 
lutionary war;  always  consistent,  and  always  tri- 
umphant in  her  political  career. — “We’ll  fight  and 
we’ll  conquer  again  and  again.” 

11.  Maryland — We  sympathised  in  her  struggle 
against  the  united  efforts  of  Jacobinism  and  loco 
focoism;  we  rejoiced  in  her  triumphs  over  them, 
and  we  bid  a cordial  welcome  to  her  distinguished 
sons,  now  here,  to  share  in  our  victory  and  our  joys. 
“Atild  Lang  Syne.” 

12.  Kentucky , Ohio,  Indiana  and.  Tennessee — 
They  set  the  ball  in  motion  which,  rolling  from 
west  to  east,  seems  destined  to  make  the  cir- 
cuit of  our  land,  till  it  shall  have  obliterated  the 
“footsteps  of  my  illustrious  predecessor,”  and  crush- 
ed all  who  walk  therein.— “The  Campbells  are 
coming.” 

13.  The  conservatives  of  New  York — Who  prac- 
tised what  they  professed,  and  proved  their  devo- 
tion to  country  by  forgetting  party;  we  applaud 
their  conduct  and  honor  their  courage. 


When  the  seventh  toast  was  announced,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Sturgis  ol  the  Boston  delegation  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:— I wish  to  hea- 
ven I had  one  half  the  power  that  I have  inclina- 
tion to  make  a suitable  response  to  the  toast  which 
has  been  given,  but  though  conscious  of  my  own 
deficiency  to  execute  the  task,  I will  trust  to  your 
indulgence  in  the  few  remai  ns  which  I am  about 
to  oiler.  A gentleman  from  Connecticut,  in  the 
remarks  he  made,  spoke  of  the  debt  due  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  New  York;  but  there  is  a debt  due  to 
her,  not  only  from  that  state,  but  from  every  state 
in  the  union,  which  sets  any  value  on  sound  prin- 
ciples. There  was  a debt  due  to  her  from  Massa- 
chusetts, but  she  has  paid  it!  Yes,  and  paid  it 
in  something  better  than  the  better  currency. 
(Cheers.)  She  has  paid  it  in  her  own  coin.  (Loud 
cheers.)  She  has  responded  to  you  by  announcing 
the  result  of  her  own  election.  She  has  trebled  the 
whig  majority  in  her  house  of  representatives,  and 
reduced  the  lory  minority  to  too  insignificant  a 
number  to  be  worth  noticing.  And  she  has  closed 
the  doors  of  her  senate  against  the  entrance  of  a 
single  loco  loco.  (Loud  cheers.)  The  praises  of 
old  Massachusetts  were  always  music  to  my  ears 
and  never  so  much  as  now,  for  I feel  that  she  de- 
serves them. 

I wish  that  all  who  are  present  here  could  have 
been  there  when  we  received  the  intelligence  of 
your  success,  for  only  by  your  own  eyes  and  ears 
could  you  at  all  realize  an  idea  of  the  excitement 
which  it  produced.  It  burst  forth  in  one  loud  de- 
lirium of  delight  which  made  the  welkin  ring.  It 
was  felt  like  one  spark  of  pleasure  which  pervaded 
i he  whole  community.  There  was  not  a true 
hearted  whig  in  Massachusetts,  or  town,  or  village, 
or  hamlet  in  all  New  England,  whose  bosom  did 
not  throb  with  a thrill  of  joy  when  he  heard  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  glorious  victory  which  you  hud 
achieved;  when  New  York  awoke  from  that  death- 
like slumber  which  bound  her  in  the  chain  of  office- 
holders, shook  off  the  incubus,  and  asserted  those 
principles  which  are  to  lead  her  on  to  that  high  de- 
gree of  gloiy  which  now  awaits  her. 

I have  to-night  learned  that  long  stories  are  not 
in  fashion,  and  I will  make  mine  a short  one. 
(Cries  of  go  on,  go  on.)  I intend  only  to  make  a 
few  references  to  what  you  cal!  your  city  of  New 
York,  but  what  I call  our  city  of  New  York. 
(Cheers.)  I say  our  city,  for  1 can  speak  from  ex- 
perience, and  say  that  if  there  is  one  spot  in  the 
United  States  in  which  every  American,  however 
humble,  has  a common  interest,  it  is  the  great  em- 
porium of  our  country.  She  has  drawn  her  popu- 
lation from  every  state  in  the  United  States.  I 
see  around  me  many  men  of  worth  and  intelligence, 
wlio  came  here  in  older  to  have  a more  expanded 
field  for  the  experience  and  energies  which  God  had 
given  them.  But  while  they  are  here,  they  never 
forget  the  ties  which  linked  them  to  their  native 
hones,  and  thus  you  will  always  find  the  strongest 
bonds  to  bind  our  sacred  union.  Should  a pesti- 
lence visit  your  city,  there  is  not  a town  in  ail  New 
England  in  which  some  family  would  not  tremble 
for  one  of  its  members  in  New  York.  Is  she  not 
then  our  city,  and  ought  we  not  to  rejoice  that 
she  has  taken  the  place  which  belongs  to  her  in 
maintaining  the  principles  of  our  country  in  oppo- 
siton  to  usurping  power  and  the  oppressors  of  our 
laiid? 

. have  seen  her  rise  from  very  small  beginnings. 
I lave  known  her  when  she  was  little,  and  have 
sear  her  ascend  to  what  she  is  at  present.  And 
when  I would  contemplate  what  is  to  be,  I cannot 
picture  to  myself  what  she  may  yet  arrive  at.  But 
I will  endeavor  to  picture  the  future  destiny  of  our 
city  of  New  York,  and  say  that  a new  combina- 
tioi  of  the  elements  of  power  lias  given  her  an  im- 
pure which  must  guide  her  upwards,  until  she  ar- 
rive at  that  high  slp.tion  from  which  if  she  turns 
dovtinwards,  her  fall  will  be  far  greater  than  any 
human  history  has  ever  recorded. 

The  party  broke  up  after  spending  an  evening, 
whifh  for  hilarity,  good  humor  and  the  develope- 
meit  of  sound  constitutional  principles,  must  long 
be  nmembered  in  this  city. 

S veral  hotels  and  private  houses  were  illumi- 
natel  during  the  evening,  and  the  whole  affair 
pasid  off,  without  the  slightest  accident  or  un- 
pleasant occurrence. 

Tefire  works.  The  committee  who  made  the 
arraignments  for  celebrating  the  whig  triumph,  and 
wbohave  closed  their  labors  with  the  greatest  cre- 
dit t themselves,  finished  their  preparations  on 
Thursday  evening.  The  works  were  the  most  bril- 
lianjand  effective  ever  exhibited  in  New  York,  and 
Wert  probably  never  surpassed  in  any  city  in  the 
w'or(l.  The  city  was  divided  off  into  three  of  its 
mosl prominent  places — the  Park,  and  the  Wash- 
ington and  Tompkins  squares.  Three  among  the 
mosl  distinguished  pyrotechnists  of  the  country 
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were  placed  in  authority,  with  orders  to  burn  as 
much  powder — let  oti'as  many  rockets — fire  as  many 
guns — and  exhibit  as  much  of  the  pyrotechnic  art, 
as  might  sufficiently  signalize  our  glorious  whig 
triumph.  Messrs.  Hall,  Edge  and  Turrell,  weie 
the  artists  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Hall  was  stationed 
at  Washington  square,  Mr.  Edge  at  the  Park,  and 
Mr.  Turrell  at  Tompkins  square.  Each  was  mas- 
ter of  his  art — was  “jealous  in  honor,”  and  strove  to 
outdo  the  other.  The  rivalship  continued  through- 
out the  evening,  with  unabated  exertions  on  the 
part  of  all.  The  signal  rockets,  meteoric  stars, 
green  and  crimson  drops,  set  off  at  the  Washington 
parade  ground,  were  answered  at  the  Park  by  splen- 
did Bengola  lights,  green  andyellovv  stars  and  gold- 
en rain. 

Tompkins  square  responded  with  a Saxon  cate- 
narium,  so  called,  beginning  with  a hexagon  verti- 
cal wheel,  sending  forth  its  Spartan,  Ionian,  Japa- 
nese, Saxon,  and  jet  marooned  Chinese  fires. 
"Washington  square  seemed  to  laugh  to  scorn  its 
rivals  which  however,  so  far  had  eclipsed  its  effort. 
The  Bower  of  Anaida , preceded  by  rockets  and 
streamers,  followed,  displaying  the  Chinese  gerbs; 
a beautiful  figure  of  a bowel-  of  silver  fire,  through 
the  interstices  of  which  were  seen  lights  of  orange, 
purple,  cerulean  and  green;  each  color  representing 
some  kind  of  fruit  in  every  grade  of  perfection, 
from  the  blossom  to  the'  crimson  ripened  fruit. 
Mosaic,  Jesamine  and  Palestine  fires  appeared  in 
the  midst  of  the  bower  coming  from  a revolving- 
figure  of  bright  fire,  and  terminating  at  a point  with 
colored  stars  and  golden  rain. 

The  Park  answered  with  two  magnificent  pieces 
— one  called  the  Star  of  Columbia,  the  other  the 
Cross  of  Malta.  The  star  was,  in  fact,  twenty  feet 
in  diameter,  and  seemed  to  be  nearly  a hundred.  It 
opened  with  a beautiful  rose  of  crimson,  and  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye  changed  to  a bright  star,  of 
great  size  and  splendor,  and  finally  ended  in  a feu 
dejole.  The  cross  of  Malta,  opening  with  a splen- 
did sun  flower,  changed  to  a dazzling  Maltesian 
cross  of  brilliant  fire,  and  surrounded  by  four  circles 
colored  with  crimson,  orange,  emerald  and  purple, 
and  ending  with  an  explosion  of  marooned  cases, 
terminated  the  second  effort  at  the  Park — -Washing- 
ton square,  nothing  daunted,  followed  in  the  wake 
with  two  pieces  called  the  Ethiopean  fountain  and 
the  passion  flower.  The  fountain  had  all  the 
changes  of  Proteus,  and  as  quick  as  thought  went 
through  its  variety  of  mutations.  From  a dark  and 
opaque  centre  light  breaks  forth  of  a variety  of 
forms,  and  ends  in  a communication  to  alarge  foun- 
tain in  Mosaic  candles.  The  passion  flower,  be- 
ginning in  a hexagonal  wheel,  changes  into  brilliant 
white,  green  and  Columbian  fires,  and  terminates 
in  five  pointed  fixed  stars.  Thus  ending  the  second 
round.  The  third  began,  when  commenced  the 
first  attempt  at  Washington  square. 

The  past  efforts  and  past  brilliancy  and  display, 
were  but  stars  to  the  sun,  when  compared  will  the 
display  that  followed.  A piece  called  the  Cythe-ean 
glory,  and  a national  piece,  honored  with  the  names 
of  the  temple  of  liberty  and  177(5,  finished  the  dis- 
play in  this  part  of  the  city.  The  Mosaic  coin  nns, 
cascades  of  silver,  fine  Grecian  crosses  with  rosdtes 
of  emerald,  were  magnificent  beyond  all  descrijtion 
but  no  more  than  a match  for  the  stars  and  diaramds 
— the  flight  of  1 50  rockets,  and  the  diamond  piece 
which  finished  the  fire  works,  at  the  Park.  Tnnp- 
kins  square  brought  up  the  rear  with  a magnifeent 
piece  called  the  Chinese  Pagoda,  representing  Chi- 
nese architecture  in  all  its  forms,  from  the  10m- 
pleted  temple  to  the  smallest  lattice  work. 

Thus  ended  the  fire  works,  which  were  sern  by 
thousands  at  each  of  the  public  places  we  lave 
named.  Bands  of  music  were  stationed  at  eadi  of 
the  public  places,  which  added  materially  h the 
pleasure  of  the  scene.  The  evening  was  clea;  and 
the  stars  bright. 

Thus  ends  the  second  day  of  our  celebntion. 
Now  for  the  climax.  Let  it  be  a subscription  f ten 
thousand  dollars,  raised  by  the  whigs  of  New  fork, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  city.  Phiadel- 
phia,  it  will  he  seen,  has  given  us  a bright  exanple. 

[Expr.ss. 


WAR  WITH  THE  OSAGES. 

From  the  Missouri  Republican  of  the  20  th  ft. 

Some  time  during  the  past  fall,  some  persin  or 
persons  near  West  Port,  a village  near  thestate 
line,  and  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Indepemence, 
in  Jackson  county,  wrote  to  governor  Boggs  hat  a 
portion  of  the  Osage  Indians  were  over  the  line, 
and  had  killed  some  of  the  hogs  of  the  settler.  It 
is  said  that  no  fears  were  expressed  or  enterained 
by  the  settlers  for  their  personal  safety.  Th  go- 
vernor forthwith  issued  orders  to  major  gneral 
Lucas,  with  5(50  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  division, 
to  take  the  field  in  person,  and  to  expel  fron  our 


borders  these  murderers  of  hogs!  A requisition! 
was  made  on  five  counties  for  troops,  viz.  Lafay- 1 
ette,  Jackson,  Van  Buren,  Rives,  and  Pettis.  They 
each  furnished  the  number  required,  and  when  they 
assembled,  in  Independence,  they  were  officered  as 
follows:  one  major  general,  two  brigadiers,  four 
full  colonels,  besides  lots  of  lieutenant-colonels, 
majors,  captains,  lieutenants,  chaplains,  surgeons, 
&c.  &c.  There  were  9S  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers  to  command  4G2  privates, 
being  one  officer  to  every  four  and  a fraction  men. 
Thus  officered,  they  were  marched  from  Indepen- 
dence, and  in  a few  days  fell  in  with  the  foe;  but 
we  must  sharpen  our  pen  before  we  can  relate  the 
bravery  and  courage  of  this  Spartan  band  in  con- 
flict with  the  savage  foe. 

On  arriving  at  the  tented  field,  scouts  were  sent 
out  to  reconnoitre  the  Indian  encampment.  The 
troops  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  deadly  conflict; 
and  it  should  be  told  to  the  credit  of  the  command- 
ing officer  and  all  under  his  command,  that,  during 
this  interval  of  suspense  and  anxiety,  they  bore 
themselves  with  the  most  undiminished  courage 
and  bravery.  The  camp  of  the  Indians  was  snr- 
j rounded,  by  a most  masterly  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  troops,  and  every  hope  of  escape  to  the 
Indians  cut  off.  About  the  time  the  general’s 
orders  were  fully  obeyed,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  Indians  were  disposed  to  surrender;  and,  be  it 
told,  the  whole  were  captured  without  the  loss  of 
a single  life,  or  anysevere  wounds.  Nota  papoose 
escaped.  Jesupmay  boast  of  the  capture  of  Oceola. 
for  the  crafty  Seminole  would  have  run  away,  if 
he  had  had  a chance;  but  it  falls  vastly  short  of 
this  achievement.  On  this  ever-memorable  day 
all  (he  Indians  were  taken,  amounting,  nil  told,  to 
about  one  hundred,  being  chiefly  women,  chil- 
dren, and.  old  men;  not  six  young  men,  or  a single 
warrior  in  the  company;  all  being,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  such  as  were  incapable  to  go  out 
hunting. 

The  captured  Indians  were,  with  due-solemnity, 
brought  before  the  commanding  general,  who  ad- 
dressed them  in  a most  interesting  manner.  When 
he  had  finished,  the  Indians  seemed  to  be  much 
affected;  and  one  ofthem  remarked,  that  he  under- 
stood they  were  to  be  whipped;  and,  if  so,  he 
wished  the  sentence  to  be  inflicted  in  the  presence 
of  the  general.  General  L.  assured  them  that  they 
should  not.  be  whipped,  but  that  they  would  be 
sent  across  the  line,  and  they  must  be  careful  how 
they  again  ventured  on  the  M issouri  side.  Gen. 
L.  then  took  charge  of  the  women'  and  children, 
ami  assigned  to  general  Wilson  the  charge  of  re- 
moving the  men.  General  Wilson  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  before  he,  in  direct  violation  of  gene- 
ral Lucas’s  pledge,  caused,  or  suffered,  we  know 
not  which,  the  men  to  be  stripped  and  severely 
scourged!  Oh  shame!  where  is  thy  blush? 

One  poor  Indian,  it  seems,  was  unmercifully 
whipped,  on  a charge  of  having,  at  some  former 
time,  stolen  one  of  the  soldier’s  horses.  After  the 
whipping,  the  facts  were  inquired  into,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  horse  had  strayed  away; 
and  the  owner,  meeting  with  the  Indian,  offered 
him  a blanket  if  he  would  find  him.  The  Indian, 
after  much  search,  found  the  horse,  and  returned 
him,  when  the  owner  refused  to  comply  with  his 
promise.  The  Indian  afterwards  watched  his  op- 
portunity, and  compelled  the  white  man  to  pay 
him  something.  The  men  having  been  whipped, 
and  put  over  the  line,  and  the  women  and  chil- 
dren having  been  disposed  of,  there  was  an  end  of 
this  glorious  campaign,  and  the  men  took  up  the 
line  of  inarch  i'or  their  homes. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that,  about  the  close  of 
the  war,  two  companies  of  U.  S.  troops,  from  fort 
Leavenworth,  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action;  and, 
to  their  honor  be  it  said,  acted  as  mediators  on  be- 
half of  the  Indians.  The  troops  were  out  about 
two  weeks  altogether,  and  have  left  upon  the  face 
of  1 he  country  a mark  that  will  make  them  be  long 
remembered.  They  were  all  mounted  men,  and, 
when  opportunity  afforded,  they  made  furious  at- 
tacks on  the  corn  fields  and  crops,  beeves  and  hogs 
of  the  settlers,  who,  generally,  being  young  begin- 
ners, had  but  little  or  nothing  to  spare.  These 
they  literally  used  up;  and  many  families,  we  are 
informed,  were  left  without  the  wherewith  to  live 
upon  during  the  coming  winter.  The  things  were 
seized  upon  for  the  public  service,  and  the  owner 
turned  over  to  the  empty  coffers  of  the  state  for  his 
pay.  The  Indians  in  ten  seasons  would  not  have 
created  as  much  distress  as  this  two  weeks’  cam- 
paign has. 

Above,  we  have  given  a history  of  the  war;  and, 
from  the  concurrence  of  the  testimony,  and  the  re- 
spectable standing  of  the  individuals  who  have 
communicated  information  to  us  on  the  subject, 
vve  are  well  satisfied  that  the  statements  are  sub- 
stantially true. 


GALE  AT  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

At  Buffalo,  on  the  night  of  the  22d  ult.  a de- 
structive gale  was  experienced,  by  which  many 
human  lives  were  lost.  During  the  evening  the 
town  had  been  illuminated,  and  rejoicings  taken 
place  in  honor  of  the  victory  in  tile  state.  The 
Buffalo  Journal  says: 

All  this  time  the  wind  was  increasing  in  fury, 
till  people  could  hardly  keep  their  footing  in  the 
streets — and  the  water  rising  to  an  unprecedented 
height  about  the  docks,  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
city.  Amid  the  roar  of  the  winds  and  waves,  were 
heard  the  shrieks  of  drowning  wretches,  men  strug- 
gling with  the  rising  waters,  and  little  children 
waked  from  their  warm  pillows  by  the  flood,  from 
which,  amid  the  storm  and  darkness,  there  was  no 
escape.  These  persons  resided  in  some  miserable 
shells  of  buildings  on  the  exposed  neck  ofland  be- 
tween the  creek  and  the  lake.  The  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  directed  two  years  ago,  that  no 
houses  should  be  built  there  unless  they  were,  bas- 
ed on  good  brick  or  stone  foundations  at  least  eight 
feet  high.  The  title  to  the  land  is  disputed  in 
many  instances,  and  temporary  buildings  have 
been  put  up  on  blocks  at  the  four  corners,  and  se- 
veral families  had  gone  into  them  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  possession.  It  has  been  a wonder  that 
they  would  risk  their  lives  in  such  frail  tene- 
ments, for  from  their  appearance  one  would  ima- 
gine that  a common  wind  would  prostrate  them. 
Some  of  these  this  morning  were  floating  about  the 
harbor,  while  here  and  there  lie  the  broken  frag- 
ments of  those  that  were  not  strong  enough  to  re- 
sist the  force  of  Bit  inundation.  Some  ten  or 
twelve  houses — part  of  them  uninhabited — were 
washed  completelyMrom  their  foundations  across 
the  creek,  and  are  now  strewed  about  in  every  di- 
rection. Several  vessels,  were  stranded  high  and 
dry,  on  the  beach.  The  schooner  Edward  Ban- 
croft lays  up  in  the  centre  of  Ohio  street.  She 
even  dragged  her  anchor  some  distance  up  into  the 
city.  The  steam  lorry  boat  lays  high  aground, 
and  considerably  danaged.  The  O.  P.  Starkie, 
the  Brandywine,  ani  the  Texas,  schooners,  were 
driven  on  shore,  but  lot  materially  damaged. 

The  loss  of  life — tie  most  dreadful  portion  of  the 
catastrophe — cannot,  at  present,  be  ascertained. 
Five  bodies  have  been  brought  to  the  watch  house, 
but  many  probably  an*  not  discovered.  Those  are 
two  children  of  JolmGermain,  a young  man,  name 
unknown,  the  wife  o'  Wm.  Judson,  and  a colored 
woman.  Wm.  Judson  lived  in  a house  near  the 
sione  building,  foot  of  Mechanic  street.  When  his 
house  was  destroyed,  his  two  children  were  in  bed, 
and  have  not  yet'been  fWnd.  He  and  his  wife  got 
on  the  canal  bridge,  where  she  perished  of  the  cold 
and  he  escaped  by  swimming  to  a pile  of  boards, 
from  which  Ire  was ’rescued.  We  saw  him  this 
morning,  wrapped  in  c quilt,  looking  among  the 
wreck  of  his  dwelling  which  had  floated  into  the 
canal,  lor  the  bodies  ofhis  children. 

Many  other  vessels,  steamboats,  &c.  are  more  or 
less  damaged,  as  well  ai  most  of  the  warehouses  on 
the  docksj  The  loss  of  property  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate. It  is  strewed  ii  every  direction.  About 
twenty-five  buildings, such  as  we  have  described, 
were  'either  totally  destroyed,  or  torn  from  their 
foundations  by  the  float. 

Several  vessels  and  Steamboats  must  have  been 
on  the  lake,  where  it  was  hardly  possible  l'or  any 
thing  to  live.  It  is  rumored  that  the  Cleveland 
went  down  the  river,  ind  is  safe. 

We  wait  anxiously  for  further  particulars. 

P.  S.  The  New  England  steamboat  came  in 
this  morning.  Reports — left  Cleveland  at  2 P.  M. 
yesterday,  in  company  with  the  Constitution;  the 
latter  is  not  yet  heard  from.  The  New  England 
rode  out  the  whole  gale  without  damage.  The 
schooner  Jas.  G.  King  came  in  last  night.  She 
reports  schooners,  Panama,  Virginia,  Favorite,  and 
Brandywine  outside.  The  latter  beached— the  rest 
have  not  yet  been  heard  irom. 

A woman  in  one  of  the  houses  clung  to  the  win- 
dow-sill, with  the  water  up  to  her  chin,  and  sup- 
ported her  three  children,  who  clung  to  her  hack- 
but these  one  after  another  dropped  off  the  last  but 
a short  time  before  aid  reached  her,  at  4 o’clock  this 
mornino-.  Another  woman  came  safely  acioss  the 
creek  on  a stick  of  timber,  with  her  infant  in  her 
arms.  A man  left  his  family  on  the  roof  of  his 
house,  and  swam  for  a boat  to  take  them  off.  It 
was  the  last  he  ever  saw  ofthem. 


TEXAS. 

RECEPTION  OF  HON.  ALCEE  LA  BRANCHE. 

From  the  Houston  Telegraph  of  October . 

In  senate,  October  24,  1837.  The  senate  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Wharton  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  honorable 
Alcee  La  Branche,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
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upon  that  gentleman,  and  that  he  would  visit  both 
houses  of  congress  in  the  representative  hall  at  12 
o’clock,  this  day.  The  bill  regulating  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  passed  a final  reading;  when  on 
motion  a committee  of  the  house  having  invited 
the  senate  to  their  chamber,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  representative  hall,  where  they  remained  a 
few  moments  when  the  charge  d’  affaires,  Mr.  Alcee 
La  Branche  was  announced;  alter  he  had  taken  his 
seat  within  the  bar  of  the  house,  Mr.  Wharton  who 
had  been  appointed  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
his  reception,  rose  and  said: 

Sir:  In  the  name,  and  at  the  request  of  the  con- 
gress of  this  republic,  I rise  to  greet  and  welcome 
(as  I do  with  all  my  heart,)  your  arrival  among  us. 
That  arrival  is  a confirmation,  in  all  its  parts,  of 
our  recognition  as  an  independent  government  and 
people.  This,  sir,  is  the  proudest  and  happiest 
moment  of  my  life;  it  transports  me  back  to  the  fond 
recollections  of  country  and  of  youth,  and  awakens 
feelings  too  deep  for  utterance. 

We  rejoice  to  know  and  to  acknowledge  that  our 
parent  country  has  been  the  first  to  take  us  by  the 
hand,  and  admit  us  into  the  great  family  of  nations. 
We  will  endeavor  to  prove  ourselves  not  unworthy 
of  the  kind  notice  which  has  been  extended  to  us. 

I would  offer  equal  injustice  to  the  government 
you  represent,  to  your  own  honor  and  understand- 
ing, and  at  the  same  time  violate  all  the  laws  of 
diplomacy,  and  derogate  from  our  own  national 
dignity,  by  pretending  to  assert  that  the  United 
States  of  the  north  have,  by  recognising  our  inde- 
pendence, permitted  feeling  to  usurp  the  empire  of 
reason,  of  precedent,  or  of  principle,  or  have,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  deviated  from  that  line  of  recti- 
tude and  law  which  has  alwaysregulated  their  con- 
duct towards  other  nations,  struggling  like  our- 
selves, for  freedom  and  independence.  Thanklul 
and  grateful  as  we  are,  sir,  for  that  intensity  of 
sympathy  and  interest  which,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  righteous  contest  has  been  felt  and 
manifested  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
people,  wffienever  there  was  i votary  of  liberty 
with  a heart  to  feel,  an  arm  to  strike,  or  a head  to 
comprehend!  Yet,  sir,  we  are  also  thankful  that 
the  unconquerable  energies  anl  heroism  of  those 
who  battled  in  our  cause,  placel  our  infant  repub- 
lic in  such  a situation  as  to  justify  our  parent 
country  in  recognising  our  inebpendence,  not  as  a 
matter  of  feeling,  but  as  a matter  of  right  and  abso- 
lute justice,  and  in  entire  accordance  with  previ- 
ously established  principles. 

My  happiness  on  this  proud  occasion,  sir,  infi- 
nitely auguinented  by  a holy  confidence  that  the 
two  republics,  from  a sameness  of  language,  blood, 
origin,  laws  and  form  of  government,  will  continue 
for  ages,  forever,  I will  say  in  the  utmost  amity, 
and  in  the  national  interchange  of  social  and  com- 
mercial relations,  mutually  beneficial,  if  indeed  the 
star-spangled  banner  does  net  again  extend  over  us 
its  sacred  protection,  reuniting  us  to  that  land  to 
which  we  are  already  bound  by  the  indissoluble  ties 
of  nature,  of  national  pride,  and  the  most  sacred  pa- 
rental reminiscenses.  But  whither  are  my  feelings, 
my  hopes,  and  my  anticipatims  leading  me?  I am 
unconsciously  approaching  ; subject  as  boundless 
as  it  is  dear  to  the  soul.  1 must  pause,  and  con- 
clude the  pleasing  task  assigned  me,  by  again  and 
again,  alike  in  my  represertative  and  individual 
capacity,  hailing  and  welcomng  your  presence  in 
the  capital  of  our  infant  repullic. 

Mr.  Labranche  replied: 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  highest  gratification  that  I 
receive  the  hearty  welcome  of  the  congress  of 
Texas,  as  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  Sates  near 
this  young  and  growing  republic.  1 feel  proud  at 
having  been  chosen  to  confirm  to  you,  in  my  offi- 
cial capacity,  the  acknowledgment  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas  by  the  United  States. 

You  have,  sir,  interpreted  in  its  true  light  the  po- 
licy of  my  government  in  recognising  your  inde- 
pendence; a policy  that  has  been,  on  similar  occa- 
sions, the  invariable  line  of  her  conduct  towards 
other  nations. 

The  revolution  of  Texas  is  another  striking  proof 
of  what  a people  can  achieve  when  they  fight  for 
their  sacred  rights  and  privileges.  The  glorious 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  has  terminated  your  struggle 
with  Mexico,  and  a new  and  brilliant  star  now  il- 
lumes the  horizon  ofliberty. 

May  the  gallant  people  of  Texas,  under  the  shade 
of  their  laurels,  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a long  and 
durable  peace. 

You  may  depend,  sir,  on  my  full  co-operation  in 
riveting  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  two  coun- 
tries, to  which  proximity  of  territory,  conformity  of 
interests,  and  the  ties  of  nativity,  recommend  a mu- 
tual confidence  and  esteem. 

In  concluding  my  reply  to  your  eloquent  address, 
allow  me,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
express  iny  great  admiration  for  theV  hero  now  at 
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the  head  of  your  government:  a station  which  he 
has  so  well  deserved  by  hik  valor,  courage*  and 
patriotism. 

When  he  retired,  admidst  the  cheers  and  plaudits 
of  a crowded  audience.  The  senate  then  with- 
drew; when,  on  motion,  the  senate  adjourned  until 
to-morrow,  10  o’clock. 


THE  LATE  SENATOR  KENT. 

The  following  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Dr. 
Joseph  Kent,  whose  melancholy  and  sudden  death 
w’e  announced  in  a postscript  to  our  last  number, 
will,  it  is  believed,  be  interesting  to  many  of  our 
readers  who  bad  not  the  happiness  of  personally 
knowing  him: 

The  career  of  the  deceased  offers  an  encouraging 
lesson  to  his  young  countrymen,  teachingthem  how 
men  of  strong  minds  and  virtuous  resolutions  may 
be  elevated  to  trusts  of  high  honor  and  usefulness, 
w'ithout  those  dazzling  qualities  which  are  by  too 
many  regarded  as  indispensable  to  success  in  public 
life. 

Dr.  Kent  was  born  on  the  14th  of  Jan.  1779,  in 
Calvert  county,  in  the  state  which  he  so  faithfully 
represented  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  parents  were  of  the  first  respectability,  pos- 
sessing an  estate  which  afforded  the  means  of  in- 
dulging a disposition  for  hospitality  and  kindness, 
in  a degree  which  was  remarkable  even  where 
these  virtues  could  at  that  time  be  said  to  charac- 
terize a sincere  and  unsophiscated people.  His  ed- 
ucation is  understood  to  have  been  limited,  like 
that  which  is  usually  acquired  at  country  grammar 
schools.  From  one  of  these,  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  his  excellent  parents,  he  passed, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
qualified  himself  to  commence  the  practice  of  that 
arduous  and  responsible  profession  at  the  aue  of 
twenty. 

In  May,  1799,  he  became  professionally  associat- 
ed with  Doctor  Parren,  of  Lower  Marlborough, 
and  so  continued  until  1801,  when  a misunderstand- 
ing taking  place  between  them,  in  consequence  of 
the  zealous  and  very  efficient  part  taken  by  Dr. 
Kent  in  favor  of  the  republican  party,  in  the  warm 
political  contest  w'hich  agitated  the  whole  country 
at  that  period,  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  So 
determined  was  the  younger  partner  in  his  political 
principles,  that,  young  as  he  was,  he  took  a verv 
decided  stand  against  his  associate,  and  another 
highly  respected  friend,  who  had  offered  as  candi- 
dates forelectors  of  the  senate,  in  September,  ISO]; 
and  during  bis  remaining  residence  in  Calvert 
county,  he  continued  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
political  conflicts  of  the  day,  characterized,  as  they 
then  were,  by  more  of  manly  earnestness  and  can- 
dor, and  perhaps  more  of  conscious  rectitude  and 
patriotism  of  purpose,  on  all  sides,  than  at  some 
subsequent  periods.  Yet  he  did  not  cease  to  pur- 
sue, with  faithful  industry  and  with  high  reputa- 
tion, his  proper  profession,  resisting  the  frequent 
and  urgent  solicitations  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  the  state  legislature. 

In  1802,  death  deprived  him  and  a numerous 
family  of  a lather  respected  through  life  for  his 
integrity  and  manly  virtues;  and  on  the  subject  of 
this  imperfect  notice,  he  being  the  eldest  child,  de- 
volved the  duty  of  aiding  his  exemplary  mother  in 
the  management  of  the  estate,  at  that  time  a very 
good  one.  He  became  the  sole  executor,  and,  to 
his  honor  be  it  mentioned,  refused  not  only  all  fees 
and  commissions,  but  declined  receiving  any  part 
of  the  real  or  personal  property  left  by  his  father. 

In  1S06,  he  removed  to  his  late  residence,  Rose- 
mount,  in  Prince  George’s  county. 

There  he  continued,  as  before,  to  combine  a suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  his  profession  with  his  agri- 
cultural operations,  from  which  he  accumulated  the 
rich  avails  of  sagacious  management  and  indefati- 
gable industry.  It  was  not  long  after  his  removal 
to  Prince  George’s  before  he  was  prompted,  by  the 
demands  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  a sense  of  duty, 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  political  discussions 
w'hich  had  now  become  more  general  and  excited; 
and  in  1810  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  twelfth 
congress,  which  assembled  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1811.  During  that  eventful  session,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  illustrious  Madison, 
war  was  declared  against  Great  Britian,  Mr.  Kent 
voting  in  favor  of  the  measure,  as  well  as  for  all  the 
subsequent  acts  of  legislation,  deemed  necessary  to 
its  Sucessful  prosecution. 

In  congress,  he  spoke  but  seldom,  but  always  with 
discretion  and  effect;  always  commanding  respect- 
ful attention  for  the  soundness  of  his  views,  and 
the  obvious  candor  with  which  they  were  delivered. 
These  were  given  with  a freedom  void  of  asperity 
towards  his  opponents,  in  respect  of  the  war,  and 
the  causes  which  led  us  to  proclaim  it,  as  well  as 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  w’hich  it  should  be  pro- 
secuted, especially  in  a speech  which  he  delivered 


in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1813.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  thirteenth 
congress,  and  served  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

To  the  fourteenth  congress  he  was  not  elected, 
though  a candidate,  owing,  as  itmay  be  said,  partly 
to  a change  of  opinion  at  that  time  among  the  peo- 
ple on  some  great  questions  of  public  policy,  and, 
in  a degree,  as  it  was  maintained  by  his  political 
associates  and  supporters,  to  the  number  of  friendly 
voters,  absent  at  the  time  (1S14)  on  militia  duty  at 
Baltimore. 


In  1S15-16  he  served  a session  in  the  senate  of 
Maryland,  and  in  November  of  the  latter  year  was 
elected  elector  of  president  and  vice  president.  In 
1818  he  was  again  elected  w'ithout  opposttion  to 
congress,  where  he  continued,  always  an  attentive 
and  useful  member,  until  December,  1825,  when  he 
was  chosen  governor  of  his  native  state.  On  reach- 
ing Annapolis  he  undertook  to  relbrrn  the  too  care- 
less manner  in  which  the  executive  duties  had  been 
sometimes  discharged;  and  his  measures  resulted  in 
that  order  and  regularity  so  essential  to  the  despatch 
of  business.  His  arrangement  to  meet  for  business 
on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month,  in  the  recess 
of  the  legislature,  has  been  found  highly  useful  and 
acceptable,  and  convenient  to  the  people. 


In  what  estimation  bis  services  were  held  in  this, 
to  him  new,  and,  in  itself,  important  station,  may 
be  judged  by  the  very  favorable  manner  in  which 
his  administration  at  its  close  was  noticed  by  the 
public  journals,  as  well  as  by  the  fact  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  gave  him,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term,  a public  entertainment  in  token  of 
their  confidence  and  esteem.  The  proceedings  on 
that  occasion,  and  the  sentiments  elicited  by  it,  may 
be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  day,  and  bear  con- 
clusive testimony  to  the  virtues  and  the  services  of 
the  man  and  the  magistrate. 

In  1830,  to  prevent  his  nomination,  our  much 
lamented  friend  declared  by  letter  to  the  convention, 
that  under  no  circumstances  could  lie  consent  to  be 
a candidate  for  congress. 

In  1832  he  was  again  elected  elector  of  president 
and  vice  president,  but  severe  illness  prevented  his 
meeting  the  electoral  college  at  Annapolis. 

At  the  session  of  1832  he  was  elected  a senator 
to  represent  Maryland  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  lor  six  years  from  the  3d  of  March,  1833. 

During  the  session  before  the  last  his  health  was 
precarious,  being  in  fact  ill  a part  of  the  time.  He 
delivered  his  sentiments  on  the  question  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  concisely,  but  with  force,  in 
a speech  which  was  w’ell  received,  though  made 
under  disadvantageous  circumstances.  He  was  the 
author  of  a resolution  of  importance,  and  one  which 
is  probably  destined  to  be  revived,  to  amend  the 
constitution  in  a mariner  to  curtail  the  executive 
power  in  respect  to  th eveto  privilege;  but  such  was 
the  peculiar  character  of  that  session  as  to  prevent 
its  be  ng  finally  acted  upon.  His  speech,  delivered 
on  flat  question,  and  now  on  record,  is  full  of 
sound  constitutional  doctrine. 

Frcm  ISOS  to  1825  he  filled  the  various  appoint- 
ment under  the  state  authorities  of  surgeon’s  mate 
and  sirgeon,  of  major,  lieut.  colonel,  and  colonel  of 
cavaliy,  and  presided  at  the  first  public  meeting 
concerning  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  as- 
sembed  at  Washington,  serving  as  a director  of 
that  great  enterprise  until  he  declined  a re-election. 

Thise  who  have  most  intimately  known  the  la- 
mentid  deceased,  have  observed  that,  in  the  midst 
of  hij  various  engagements,  his  favorite  pursuit 
was  a-er  that  of  an  agriculturist;  in  which  he  was 
emiruntly  successful,  increasing  his  estates  in  fer- 
tility ;nd  dimensions,  notwithstanding  the  time  and 
devotbn  given  to  public  concerns,  and  affairs  of 
publieduty,  which  no  temptation  of  private  interest 
could  !ver  lead  him  to  neglect. 

Onqfact  may  be  mentioned  as  a remarkable  in- 
stanceof  abstinence  in  one  having  no  small  share 
of  paronage  and  influence.  Neither  for  the 
achieviment  of  selfish  or  family  purposes  did  he 
everaoil  himselfofit;  for,  whilst  with  every  admin- 
istratiqi  since  1811,  except  the  last  one,  his  inter- 
coursewas  on  the  most  confidential  and  friendly 
footing  yet,  with  a numerous  connection,  his  blood 
flows  nt  in  the  veins  of  one  holder  of  office.  His 
sons  wire  nowhere  placed  at  the  public  expense. 

valuable,  it  may  be  repeated,  even  than 


Mor 

their  o?n  personal  services,  is  the  example  of  such 
men  a$ 
well-b 
and  the 
ness,  o 


governor  Kent,  who  rise,  by  industry  and 
anced  and  virtuous  ambition,  to  opulence 
highest  grades  of  public  honor  and  useful- 
ring  no  part  of  their  wealth  or  distinction 
to  the  (leanness  of  an  avaricious  spirit,  or  to  advan- 
tages aquired  by  indirectness  or  stratagem. 

The  emains  of  Dr.  Kent  wrere  yesterday  (26th 
ult.)  fclowed  to  the  grave  from  the  family  resi- 
dence lyhis  mourning  kindred,  and,  besides  a large 
se  of  his  neighbors  and  friends,  by  the  offi- 
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cers  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
mayor,  the  ex-mayors,  and  the  presidents  and  seve- 
ral members  of  both  branches  of  the  city  council  ol 
Washington.  A body  of  sincerer  mourners  never 
assembled  to  celebrate  the  funeral  obsequies  of  a 
beloved  friend,  snatched  from  life  in  the  midst  of  a 
career  of  unsullied  honor,  unimpeachable  probity, 
and  widely  extended  usefulness  [Nat.  Lit. 

LETTER  FROM  LANGDON  CHEVES 

ON  TIIE  STATE  OF  THE  CURRENCY,  &C. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury. 

Messrs.  Editors:  [ beg  leave  to  transmit  you  a 
letter  from  our  fellow  citizen  Langdon  Cheves,esq. 
written  to  a gentleman  of  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
on  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  sub- 
treasury scheme. 

Mr.  Cheves  has  been  so  kind  as  to  place  at  my 
disposal  this  interesting  communication.  I deem 
it  no  unacceptable  service  to  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  to  request  you  to  give  it  a place  in  your 
columns,  that  the  opinions  of  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  her  sons  may  be  known  in  relation  to 
a project,  the  absurdity  and  mischief  of  which, 
seem,  by  a peculiar  fatality,  to  be  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  its  apparent  popularity. 

A Subscriber. 

Pendleton,  Oct.  30,  1S37. 
Dear  sir:  I did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  in  consequence  of  my  absence  from 
home,  until  a clay  or  two  since,  and  I leave  this 
place,  which  is  iny  summer  residence,  to-morrow. 
These  facts  will  account  for  this  late  reply,  and  the 
imperfect  character  of  this  communication.  I am 
sorry  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  furnish  the  newspa- 
per containing  my  effort  to  justify  my  administra- 
tion of  the  bank.  The  only  copy  I had  is  either 
destroyed  or  mislaid. 

You  request  iny  views  on  the  subject  of  a nation- 
al bank,  and  the  proper  course  of  policy  in  our  nation- 
al councils,  on  the  present  emergency.  It  is  out 
of  my  power,  under  the  circumstances  before 
mentioned,  to  do  much  more  than  give  you  my 
opinions  and  these,  coming  from  one  so  long  and 
so  entirely  unconnected  with  the  political  concerns 
of  the  country  as  I am,  can  be  of  little  value,  and  if 
of  more  value,  would  have  little  weight  with  the 
community.  But  the  earnestness  with  which  you 
have  requested  them,  must  be  my  apology  for  giv- 
ing them,  and  will,  I hope,  exempt  me  from  the 
imputation  of  presumption,  in  giving  opinions  un- 
supported by  a full  exposition  of  the  reasons  on 
which  they  are  sustained. 

I am  of  opinion,  that  a national  bank  will  not 
aid  but  embarrass  the  restoration  of  the  currency 
of  the  country;  and,  that,  afterwards,  it  would  be 
an  institution  infinitely  dangerous  under  many. cir- 
cumstances and  in  many  views.  I admit,  that,  un- 
der a very  wise  and  circumspect  management,  it 
might  be  useful;  but  it  is  as  certain  as  any  thing  de- 
pending on  human  action  and  human  will,  tlat  it 
will  not  be  so  managed.  Besides,  I have  no  doubt 
congress  have  no  constitutional  power  to  establish 
such  an  institution;  and  this,  I think,  has  been  the 
clearly  expressed  judgment  of  that  school  of  public 
men  who  claim  Mr.  Jefferson  as  their  hear,  and 
who  have  administered  the  government  for  amost 
forty  years.  The  institution  of  the  late  bank,  was 
a departue  from  the  principles  of  that  school,  bad- 
ly justified,  or  rather  lamely  excused  at  thetime, 
since  generally  regretted  by  them,  and  finally,  by 
themselves,  atoned  for  in  the  best  manner  in  their 
power,  by  putting  it  down. 

In  reference  to  the  course  of  public  policy  requir- 
ed at  this  time,  there  is  part  of  the  suffering  d'  the 
country  for  which  there  is  no  legislative  renedy. 
The  legislature  of  the  nation  cannot  pay  the  lebts 
of  insolvent  persons,  or  aid  those  who  are  enbar- 
rassed.  This  evil  can  only  be  remedied  or  miti- 
gated, by  the  exertion  of  the  debtors.  But  that  ex- 
ertion is  embarrassed  and  even  paralyzed,  by  the 
state  of  the  currency,  and  it  is  in  the  power  ol  con- 
gress to  aid  greatly  in  this  object  and  by  very  sim- 
ple means 

Unfortunately,  the  chief  magistrate  has  not  only 
abandoned  the  people  to  their  fate,  by  not  only  pro- 
posing no  relief,  but  urging  a measure  calcilated 
to  destroy  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  bants  and 
the  people  to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  I have 
no  particular  intimacy  with  the  chief  magistrate; 
but  I know  him  sufficiently  to  be  satisfied  that  he 
is  a man  of  high  talents,  well  qualified  to  fill  his 
eminent  station,  and  of  as  pure  motives  and  prin- 
ciples as  those  of  his  accusers:  and  my  wonder  and 
astonishment  have  therefore  been  excited,  as  well 
by  what  he  has  advised,  as  by  his  silence  on  what 
it  was  his  imperative  duty  to  have  spoken  ct  this 
eventful  and  critical  moment. 

The  sub-treasury  scheme,  as  it  has  been  called, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  most  unwise  and  pre- 


posterous measures  that  could  be  suggested.  It  ex- 
hibits an  ignorance  or  disregard  of  the  character 
and  circumstances  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and 
an  equal  ignorance  or  disregard  of  the  great  lights 
and  improvements  of  modern  times  in  finance,  cre- 
dit, cuirency,  and  the  principles  of  political  econo- 
my. We  must  go  back  centuries  for  its  prototypes, 
when  we  will  find  them  in  the  strong  boxes  of  ty- 
rants and  autocrats,  who  required  no  divorce  from 
the  people  or  their  institutions,  for  whom  they  did 
not  govern  and  to  whom  they  were  not  responsible. 
A people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  it  would  seem, 
could  not  fail  to  discover,  at  a glance,  the  unpopu- 
lar character  of  such  a measure,  and  its  anti-derno- 
cratic  tendency.  A school  boy,  just  entered  upon 
his  classics,  will  find  the  proof  in  a few  pages  of 
Roman  history,  where  he  will  see  Cassar,  in  the 
capital,  pillaging  the  public  treasure  and  threaten- 
ing with  death  the  guardian  of  it,  who  urged  the 
laws  in  its  defence.  Inter  arma  silent  leges,  was 
the  reply  of  that  usurper,  and  it  is  a ready  and  ef- 
fectual one  for  any  future  Csesar;  and  will  it  be 
said  by  a people  who  love  and  value  their  free  in- 
stitutions, that  there  is  no  danger  from  an  instru- 
ment under  which  we  have  seen  those  of  a race  the 
most  renowned  for  their  love  and  jealousy  of  their 
liberties,  utterly  perish.  If  we  look  to  the  dawn 
of  modern  liberty,  in  English  history; — if  we  pur- 
sue it  in  that  history  till  it  was  formed  into  the 
freest  government  known  to  the  world  until  we 
ourselves  furnished  a more  perfect  example;  if  we 
regard  our  own  constitutional  instruments; — in  all 
of  them  we  shall  see  that  the  effort  is  to  put  the 
public  treasure  as  much  as  possible  under  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  people  and  not  under  that  of  the 
chief  magistrate;  to  effect  a divorce  between  him 
and  the  money  of  the  nation  and  not  between  it  and 
the  people.  The  last  thought  has  been  to  put,  as, 
I believe,  the  fable  has  it,  the  lamb  under  the  pro- 
tection of  lire  wolf.  Happily  our  modern  lights  and 
habits  in  finance  and  currencr'  had  dispensed  with 
strong  boxes  to  be  placed  under  the  peculiar  con- 
trol of  the  chief  magistrates  of  nations.  Happily 
for  us  there  was  an  absolute,  and,  we  thought,  an 
irrevocable  divorce  between  our  chief  magistrate 
and  the  public  treasure,  but,  as  if  governed  by  in- 
fatuation, at  the  very  moment  we  are,  some  of  us, 
loudly  declaiming  against  this  danger,  we  are  about, 
I fear,  to  commit  it  to  bands  created  by  his  word, 
who  live  or  die,  as  functionaries,  at  his  pleasure, 
arid  who  can  be  annihilated  by  his  nod.  Might  it 
not  as  safely  be  put,  in  times  when  our  institutions 
shall  be  in  danger,  at  once,  absolutely  in  the  presi- 
dents own  bands?  Who  can,  in  candor,  deny  it? 
That  jealousy  which  should  guard  free  institutions 
generally  should  be  more  excitable  and  stronger 
with  us  from  the  peculiar  character  of  our  govern- 
ments and  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  some  of 
them. 

We  ought  not  only  to  guard  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  ambitious  men  but  against  the  ambition  of 
the  government  of  the  confederacy,  under  which 
we  have  suffered  and  of  which  we  are  in  danger. 
Tlie  powers  granted  to  that  government  were 
meant  only  to  embrace  those  that  were  indispensa- 
ble. They  have  already  been  much  increased  by 
construction,  are  increasing  and  ought,  ifposssible, 
lo  be  diminished.  It  is  wise  on  the  part  of  all  the 
states  to  limit  these  powers  by  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  as  it  came  from  the  people’s 
hands.  But  the  vital  security  of  the  weak  states, 
and  particularly  of  the  southern  states,  requires 
that  these  powers  should  receive  no  increase;  that 
any  dependence  of  the  general  government  upon 
the  states  which  exists  should  be  preserved,  and, 
one  would  think,  none  could  be  so  blind  as  not  to 
see,  that  dependence  on  the  state  institutions  is  de- 
pendence on  the  states;  but  the  treasury  scheme  is 
to  make  the  general  government,  in  the  matter  of 
the  public  purse  (where  the  safety  and  the  danger 
of  free  institutions  so  peculiarly  are  reposed)  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  states!  This,  too,  is  but 
the  premier  pas.  Already  by  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished advocates  of  this  scheme,  a paper  sys- 
tem, (is  it  possible  that  we  are  speaking  of  realities 
and  not  indulging  some  dreaming  phantasy!)  is  pro- 
posed to  be  appended  to  it,  without  which  it  is  al- 
leged to  be  incomplete.  Unite  them,  arid,  if  it  be 
an  incontrovertible  truth  that  the  money  power, 
possessed  without  control  or  limitation,  is  more 
than  equal  to  the  constitution  and  the  sword  (and 
who  will  doubt  it?)  where  will  be  found  the  secu- 
rity of  the  liberties  and  independence  of  the  states 
— of  the  weak  states — of  the  southern  states  and  of 
their  peculiar  interests  which  are  daily  threatened? 
Is  it,  indeed,  a time;  and  are  the  circumstances  ol 
the  time  such  as  to  make  it  wise  and  prudent  for  the 
southern  states  to  put  additional  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  confederacy?  This,  however  strong, 
is  but  a very  imperfect  view  of  the  political  dan- 
gers of  the  government  scheme,  which  is  pressed, 


we  may  observe,  with  a zeal  which  shuts  the  eyes 
of  its  advocates  to  the  claims  of  a suffering  com- 
munity so  completely,  that  they  seem  willing,  in 
order  to  accomplish  it,  to  trample  upon  their  inter- 
ests, instead  of  reviving,  cherishing  and  raising 
(hem  up  from  the  prostration  in  which  they  lie. — 
The  great  evil  under  which  the  country  suffers — 
under  which  property,  commerce,  enterprize,  in- 
dustry, possession,  and  even  hope,  suffer,  languish, 
droop,  and  we  might  almost  say,  perish  and  die,  is 
the  unsoundness  of  the  currency.  But  to  this  great 
evil  the  advocates  of  the  government  scheme  are 
totally  insensible.  One  of  the  fanatics  of  the  ear- 
ly periods  of  the  French  revolution  utteied  a senti- 
ment like  the  following:  The  sacrifice  of  a million 
of  human  lives  is  nothing  in  the  establishment  of  a 
principle — perhaps  the  establishment  of  the  Goddess 
ol  reason  in  the  place  of  the  only  true  God  and  our 
Saviour.  Our  wise  men  with  a zeal  little  short,  and 
an  obtuseness  of  feeling  little  lacking  of  those  of 
the  revolutionary  zealot,  cry  aloud  for  a divorce  of 
the  government  from  the  banks,  without  designing 
to  consider  that  it  is,  in  substance,  alike  a divorce 
of  the  government  of  the  union  from  those  of  the 
states  and  of  the  interests  of  the  people, — that  its 
tendency  is  to  prostrate  those  institutions  which  are 
established  by  the  states,  which  amount  in  value  to 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  which  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  states,  and  which  must  furnish  the 
currency  of  the  people;  that  its  tendency  is  to  con- 
tinue the  unsounduess  of  that  currency,  perhaps  to 
destroy  it,  and  leave  us  in  its  place  a miserable  pit- 
tance of  gold  and  silver  for  the  uses  of  the  govern- 
ment strong  box,  while  it  will  furnish  a happy  op- 
portunity to  complete  our  dependence  on  federal 
power,  by  appending  th e paper  system  which  is  said 
to  be  necessary  to  give  completeness  to  the  scheme. 
These,  one  would  think,  are  awful  evils,  which 
ought  not  to  be  hazarded.  But  its  advocates,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  revolutionary  zealot  to  whom  we 
have  referred,  disregard  consequences,  and  think 
that  all  ought  to  be  hazarded  or  sacrificed  to  estab- 
lish their  principle,  to  accomplish  their  divorce-,  we 
might  almost  say,  to  put  asunder  those  whom  God 
had  united;  for  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  we  owe 
those  homogeneous  relations  which  lie  the  states 
and  the  union  so  happily  together,  and  which  the 
zeal  of  these  gentlemen  would  sever,  to  the  special 
blessing  of  God. 

We  will  now  enquire,  with  some  precision,  what 
this  scheme  proposes,  on  what  grounds  it  is  sus- 
tained, and  whether  its  tendency  is  not  to  produce 
the  evils  which  we  have  depiecated? 

The  substance  of  the  scheme  (independent  of 
the  paper  system  which  it  is  proposed  hereafter  to 
appeud)  is  that  the  public  revenue  shall  be  paid  in 
gold  and  silver  only,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the 
bank  circulation  shall  be  discredited,  although  at 
the  moment,  thatpaper  shall  be  faithfully  redeemed 
in  these  metals,  and  be  equally  good;  and  that  the 
public  treasure  shall  be  rendered  safe  by  being  de- 
posited in  vaults  under  the  care  of  public  function- 
aries. The  president  appears  to  estimate  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  the  public  deposites  at  ten  millions 
of  dollars. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  measure  is  sustained 
are,  that  the  public  receipts  and  expenditures 
should  be  collected  and  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  and 
that  such  is  the  money  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion; and  that  the  public  treasure  will  be  more  safe  in 
vaults  of  the  government  than  in  deposite  banks; 
that  it  will  diminish  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  that  it  will  be  a check  on  excessive  bank- 
ing, because,  it  is  said,  if  the  deposites  be  made  in 
banks,  these  institutions  would  bank  upon  them, 
and  thus  increase  their  business  beyond  proper  li- 
mits. 

Now  it  seems  idle  to  enquire,  but  the  conduct  of 
some  of  our  public  men  make  it  necessary,  whether 
the  government  of  the  confederacy  was  instituted 
to  sustain  a formal,  literal  performance  of  contracts 
between  the  executive  government  and  a few  in- 
dividuals (who  are  fattening  on  the  public  purse) 
with  whom  the  government  has  contracted  for  its 
supplies,  and  the  employe  of  that  government,  or 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  people  of  the  union? 
The  scheme  of  the  government,  however,  is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  first  object,  and  if  we  are  right 
in  our  view,  sacrifices  the  latter  to  it.  But  if  it 
were  the  duty  of  the  government  to  prefer  the  in- 
terests of  its  particular  creditors,  so  far  as  to  insure 
them  payment  in  gold  and  silver,  is  there  any  rea- 
son why  they  should  discredit  a currency  which 
those  very  creditors  would  prefer  to  specie  pay- 
ments—-namely,  a currency  which  they  could,  at 
pleasure,  convert  into  specie?  Such  will  be  the 
currency  of  the  country,  when  the  banks  resume 
specie  payments.  As  to  a constitutional  currency, 
it  is  palpable  nonsense,  if  it  mean  that  nothing  else 
but  gold  or  silver  shall  be  paid  or  received  under 
the  constitution.  Wiser  men  than  these  who  now 
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administer  the  government,  or  represent  the  peo- 
ple, have  always  held  a different  doctrine.  The 
constitution  oniy  forbids  the  states  to  make  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  a tender  in  law;  which  is 
to  say,  that  nothing  else  shall  be  a compulsory  pay- 
ment; and  the  federal  government  which  is  affect- 
ing this  peculiar  delicacy  on  the  point  of  constitu- 
tionality, is  entirely  unbound  by  the  constitution. 
We  admit,  however,  that  it  is  morally  and  in  honor 
bound  to  go  as  far  as  the  states  are  constitutionally 
bound  to  go,  but  the  constitution  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question. 

But  we  return  to  our  general  position — if  the  go- 
vernment was  instituted  for  the  people,  and  not  for 
government  contractors,  and  government  employes, 
then  on  what  principle  sacrifice  the  former  to  the 
latter?  If  for  both,  which  should  preponderate? 
The  people  of  the  United  Slates  now  probably 
amount  to  sixteen  millions,  and  in  four  or  five 
years,  before  the  treasury  scheme  wiil  be  fairly  in 
operation,  will  amount  to  twenty  millions.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statistics  of  population,  twenty  millions 
will  probably  give  four  millions  of  productive  ope- 
ratives, and  these,  at  the  low  average,  (in  this  coun- 
try), of  one  hundred  dollars,  will  give  four  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollar's  of  annual  productive  value. 
The  value  of  the  property  of  the  states,  if  put 
down  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  each,  which 
must  be  below  the  reality,  with  the  estimate  of  an- 
nual production  added,  will  give  a sum  little  less 
than  five  billions  of  dollars,  to  be  affected  in  value  by 
the  state  of  the  currency.  If  the  continuance  of 
an  unsound  currency  affect  these  objects  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ten  per  cent,  it  will  amount  to  five  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  Now  let  the  preservation,  and 
advancement,  and  prosperity  of  these  objects  be 
compared  with  the  objects  of  the  government  sc  he  me. 
The  government  wishes  to  put  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  safe  custody.  It  can  get  it  satisfactorily  in- 
sured for  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  will 
then  pay  a high  premium.  I doubt  whether  it  has 
lost,  by  banks,  since  the  institution  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  last  mentioned  sum, in  the  principal  com- 
mercial cities,  and  to  these  the  whole  question  re- 
fers. 

If  any  one  be  dissatisfied  with  my  estimates,  let 
him  reduce  them  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  there 
will  still  be  left  mighty  interests,  to  be  set  against 
paltry  objects. 

But  it  is  said,  the  deposite  banks  have  failed  in 
furnishing  a safe  depository  of  the  public  money. 
How  have  they  failed?  They  have  failed  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  banks  with  no  exception  what- 
ever. The  whole  country  has  failed  in  the  same 
sense.  They  have  fallen,  like  a strong  man  under 
too  heavy  a burden,  but  under  which  he  can  rise 
again  if  not  held  down.  In  like  manner  they  will 
rise,  if  not  pressed  down.  I am  no  defender  of  the 
banks.  They  have  all  done  wrong;  they  have  all 
been  guilty.  They  have  all  over-traded.  But  the 
country  has  enjoyed  great  benefits  even  from  that 
over-trading.  It  has  filled  the  sails  of  commerce, 
it  has  sped  the  plough,  ner/ecl  the  arm  of  industry, 
covered  the  country  with  great  and  lasting  improve- 
ments: canals  rail  roads,  ar.d  other  magnificent  and 
profitable  structures.  It  will  leave  some  individual 
victims,  but  the  country  has  nevertheless  been 
greatly  the  gainer  by  the  over-trading.  Time  will 
pass  away,  and  when  not  even  a remembrance  of 
our  present  sufferings  shall  remain,  these  benefits 
will  be  fresh  and  green,  and  bless  generations  yet 
unborn.  But  the  deposite  banks  have  not  paid  their 
bond.  They  have  nevertheless  done  wonders,  and 
under  less  harsh  (shall  I not  say  better  informed) 
masters,  would  probably  never  have  incurred  the 
penalty  of  that  bond.  If  the  authors  of  the  distri- 
bution law,  had  possessed  a sound  knowledge  of 
the  subject  on  which  they  were  acting,  they  never 
would  have  required  these  banks  to  have  made  the 
distribution  in  the  short  time  (short  with  reference 
to  the  object  and  circumstances)  required.  The 
banks  did  more  than  could  have,  been  expected 
from  them,  under  the  difficulties  presented.  They 
are  accused  of  discounting  on  the  deposites.  For 
what  did  they  receive  them?  Did  not  the  national 
bank  do  the  same?  Did  not  the  opposition  com- 
plain that  they  did  not  do  enough?  Did  not  the 
government  urge  them  to  extend  their  loans,  to  re- 
pel the  cry  of  the  opposition?  Could  they  have 
expected  so  sudden  a distribution  to  be  enacted  by 
law,  under  such  circumstances?  Ought  they  not  to 
have  expected  the  national  legislature  to  have  un- 
derstood the  first  principles  of  circulation,  exchange, 
and  political  economy;  and  that  for  the  sake  of  tile 
public  good,  if  not  in  tenderness  to  the  banks,  they 
would  have  given  the  time  necessary  to  make 
the  distribution,  without  producing  a convulsion  in 
the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country — for  nothing 
less  could  have  been  expected  from  the  provisions 
of  the  distribution  law.  I must  not  be  misconceiv- 
ed. The  distribution  law  was  right  and  proper. 


but  the  error  was  in  the  details.  The  money  was 
iniquitously  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
and  it  would  have  been  iniquitous  not  to  have  re- 
turned it  to  them:  but  those  who  directed  it  ought 
to  have  understood  the  effects  of  such  a measure, 
and  to  have  made  it  so  gradual  that  it  might  have 
been  accomplished  without  producing  a great  pub- 
lic calamity.  The  sudden  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  crisis 
under  which  the  country  is  suffering,  and  it  is  not 
at  all  extravagant  to  say,  that  we  might  have  wea- 
thered the  storm  without  shipwreck,  but  for  this 
single  measure,  enforced  as  it.  vvas,  and  the  deposite 
banks  have  fully  and  faithfully  performed  their 
office.  They  have  not  failed  then,  but  in  common 
with  all  the  country,  and  there  is  not  the  least  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  they  will  not,  in  future,  be 
adequate,  efficient,  and  faithful  agents  of  tile  go- 
vernment, in  performing  the  duties  required  by  it. 
All  the  circumstances  were  extraordinary,  and  form 
no  example  for  ordinary  times.  They  had  in  depo- 
site, at  one  time,  forty  millions  of  revenue.  To 
compare  the  merits  of  the  government  scheme  with 
the  last  practice,  we  must  suppose  the  government 
vaults  to  contain  forty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  at 
one  time!  Now  will  any  one  be  found  to  advocate 
such  a result — yet  ten  years  ago  it  was  as  little  ex- 
pected, as  it  is  now  that  a like  result  will  follow  ten 
years  hence.  We  ought  not  to  legislate  only  for 
the  hour  in  which  we  live.  All  sound  legislation 
should  be  governed  by  the  past,  and  look  to  the 
future.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  government 
has  lost  a cent  by  the  deposite  banks  in  the  com- 
mercial cities;  and  to  those  the  question  must  al- 
ways be  referred,  to  be  fairly  treated,  and  there  is 
little  doubt,  on  the  other  hand,  that  under  the  go- 
vernment scheme  heavy  losses  must  be  sustained, 
unless  it  shall  be  more  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  its 
trustees,  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 

Another  plea  for  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  is, 
that  it  will  diminish  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment. There  is  not  an  institution  of  government 
that  we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  abolish,  if  this 
were  a sound  argument.  The  post  office  should 
be  abolished,  so  the  custom  house  and  land  offices, 
and  we  admit,  if  they  could  be  dispensed  with,  it 
might  be  a wholesome  restraint  upon  executive  au- 
thority, to  abolish  them  all.  The  evils,  however, 
must  be  suffered  for  the  corresponding  benefits. 
This  evil,  too,  of  executive  patronage  from  the  use 
of  banks,  we  ought  to  suffer,  and  to  take  as  a com- 
pensation, the  benefits  they  will  afford,  and,  as  an 
immense  compensation,  the  fact,  that  they  will 
avert  this  treasury  scheme.  But  is  it  true,  that  this 
scheme  will  diminish  executive  patronage?  Is  it 
not  probable,  that  it  will,  on  the  contrary,  increase 
it?  The  latter  is  my  opinion.  I have  been  inti- 
mately conversant  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  even 
from  boyhond  with  banks,  and  it  is  contrary  to  my 
observation,  that,  except  sometimes  in  the  national 
banks  that  have  existed,  politics  have  influenced  the 
selection  of  directors;  and  I have  never  known, 
with  slight  exceptions  in  the  cases  before  mention- 
ed, any  active  interference  in  public  elections,  by 
bank  directors  under  bank  influence.  On  the  other 
hand,  I have  never  known  an  election  in  which 
the  direct  officers  of  the  general  government,  were 
not  active  in  supporting  the  friends  of  the  actual 
administration.  The  officers  under  the  govern- 
ment scheme,  who  will  finally  be  numerous  what- 
ever may  be  now  said  to  the  contrary,  will  be  true 
Swiss,  and  make  up  for  any  deficiency  of  numbers, 
by  abundant  zeal  and  activity.  The  fair  Conclusion 
is,  I think,  that  it  will  increase,  not  diminish,  ex- 
ecutive patronage.  But,  if  tire  argument  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  full  extent  in  which  it  is  urged,  the 
consolidating  tendency  of  the  government  scheme, 
is  a danger  fifty  fold  greater  than  any  that  can  fol- 
low from  any  increase  of  patronage  through  the 
employment  of  state  banks,  as  the  depositories  of 
the  revenue. 

Another  argument  in  favor  of  the  scheme  of 
government,  is,  that  as  the  public  treasure  will  be 
locked  up  in  the  public  vaults,  it  cannot  be  em- 
ployed in  banking,  as  it  would  be  if  it  were  deposit- 
ed in  banks.  Until  our  day,  this  would  have  been 
conceived  a great  public  evil.  The  president  seems 
to  have  estimated  the  average  of  the  public  de- 
posites at  ten  millions  of  dollars.  We  have  seen, 
that  they  have,  at  times,  been  forty  millions.  As 
the  country  increases  in  population,  commerce,  ma- 
nufactures and  wealth,  the  average  must  increase 
correspondingly,  and  it  is  probable  it  will,  in  twen- 
ty years,  amount  to  twenty  millions.  Now  to  em- 
bosom twenty  millions  of  money  permanently  in 
the  public  vaults  (and  to  the  extent  of  the  average 
amount  it  will  be  permanently  withdrawn  from  the 
active  capital  of  the  country)  is  just  as  complete  an 
entinguishment  of  the  public  wealth,  as  if  the 
amount  were  again  buried  in  the  mines  from  which 
it  was  dug.  It  can  have  no  influence  in  prevent- . 


ing  excessive  banking  as  is  alleged.  As  to  that  ef- 
fect, it  is  altogether  immaterial  from  whence  the 
fund  is  supplied,  whether  from  the  government 
deposites  or  from  capital  subscribed  by  stockhold- 
ers. The  government  deposites  will  at  no  time 
form  a considerable  portion  of  that  fund  which  is 
the  basis  of  bank  loans,  and  if  no  other  restraint 
be  interposed,  and  the  temptation  of  profit  present 
itself,  it  will  be  furnished  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
It  is  a fallacy  then  to  assert,  that  locking  up  in  an 
unproductive  state,  the  public  money,  can  have  the 
least  effect  in  preventing  banks  from  affording  ex- 
cessive loans.  It  will  diminish  the  means  of  the 
country  to  employ  and  encourage  industry  and 
commerce,  but  it  will  put  no  restraint  upon  the  ex- 
cesses of  banking. 

Thus  have  I examined  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
this  scheme,  which,  I think,  are  entirely  fallacious, 
and  it  appears  to  me,  that,  as  far  as  we  have  view- 
ed it,  the  whole  potency  of  the  measure  is  to  do 
evil,  both  politically  and  financially.  But  itsacut- 
est  evil  is  temporary  and  immediate.  The  great 
suffering  of  the  country,  as  before  said,  is  from  the 
unsoundness  of  the  currency.  The  artisan  stands 
idle,  the  agriculturist  cannot  realize  the  profits  of 
his  labor,  the  merchant  dare  not  adventure,  the 
capitalist  has  locked  up  his  funds.  There  is  a ge- 
neral paralysis.  Restore  the  soundness  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  in  the  place  of  this  inaction,  will  suc- 
ceed universal  activity,  and  our  prosperity  will  be 
the  brighter  and  more  cheering,  because  it  will 
have  succeeded  this  general  gloom.  The  very  mo- 
ment is  propitious  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
happy  change.  The  exchanges  are  nearly,  if  not 
quite  at  par.  In  a few  weeks  they  will  be  in  our 
favor.  There  will  be  no  demand  tor  specie  for  ex- 
portation, and  if  the  government  will  only  pro- 
mise its  confidence  and  countenance  to  the  banks, 
on  condition  that  they  shall  resume  their  payments, 
bona  fide,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  from 
doing  so  before  the  first  of  January.  But  the  go- 
vernment denounces  and  veviies  them,  and  with- 
draws from  them  the  public  confidence.  How  can 
they,  under  these  circumstances,  resume  specie 
payments?  These  must  depend  on  public  confi- 
dence. Without  that  confidence  the  Bank  of  En- 
gland, usually  referred  to  as  the  standard  of  stabili- 
ty, could  not  continue  its  payments  in  the  precious 
metals  a week.  But  the  government  has  its  little 
by-play,  which  It. seelijs  determined  to  accomplish, 
regardless  how  tragically  the  great  popular  drama 
may  terminate,  which  requires  it  to  destroy,  instead 
of  restoring  that  confidence  which  is  indispensable 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

We  are  threatened,  under  these  circumstances, 
with  a new  danger.  Our  beneficent  product,  cot- 
ton, with  a magnificent  diffusiveness,  has  become 
as  necessary  to  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  mil- 
lions of  people  in  Europe,  as  it  is  instrumental  in 
our  prosperity.  But  they  can  only  pay  us  for  it  in 
their  products  and  manufactures,  which,  under  the 
paralysis  we  suffer,  from  the  unsoundness  of  the 
currency,  we  have  almost  ceased  to  demand.  If 
our  imports  be  not  revived,  and  the  way  to  revive 
them  is  to  revive  the  soundness  of  our  currency, 
whict  will  revive  our  entprprize,  this  great  article 
must  lie  on  our  hands  to  a great  extent,  and  fall  to 
a price  that  will  be  calamitous  to  the  grower  and 
increjse  the  present  general  public  Suffering. 

The  time  at  which  this  measure  is  pressed  by  the 
government,  is  altogether  indefensible.  It  is  en- 
tirejyinevv,  and  is  presented  to  the  country  at  a 
momint  when  the  public  mind  is  in  a state  of  un- 
easintss  and  distraction,  which  totally  unfits  it  to 
deliba-ate  dispassionately,  or  with  soundness  on  the 
subject.  The  object  of  the  measure  is  to  effect  a 
radicll  change  in'  our  financial  and  monetary  con- 
cerns, such  "as  ought  not  to  be  adopted  until  the 
best  ninds  in  the  nation,  whether  in  or  out  of  con- 
gress! shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
inc  jnd  discussing  it.  It  is  an  experiment,  and 
we  liave  already  been  afflicted  with  too  much  of 
this  sbecies  of  legislation.  It  requires  no  precipi- 
tancy. It  is  not  even  projected  to  afford  any  re- 
medyfor  the  prevailing  public  distress.  It  may  as 
well,  if  it  be  found  on  due  examination  to  be  wise 
and  expedient,  be  adopted  hereafter  as  at  this  time. 
If  (he  government  would  therefore  consult  the  in- 
terest: of  the  country,  it  would  withdraw  the  mea- 
sure for  the  present' and  give  its  aid  and  counte- 
nanced/the  banks  to  restore  the  soundness  of  the 
actual  currency,  and  having  thus  relieved  the  coun- 
try, biing  it  forward  on  its  merits  when  its  discus- 
sion and  its  examination  would  work  no  public 
evil.  To  say,  that  if  the  occasion  escape,  it  may 
fail  when  the  present  public  stupor  has  passed 
away,  and  when  the  people  may  have  become  satis- 
fied with  existing  institutions,  is  to  admit  that  it  is 
without  merits  and  that  the  people  are  to  be  tricked 
into  the  adoption  of  a measure  which  their  sober 
and  unbiased  judgments  would  reject. 
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It  is  obvious  that  if  it  can  be  forced  through  con- 
gress at  this  time,  besides  all  the  evils  it  is  produc- 
ing, it  will  be  by  a bare  majority,  which  a wise  go- 
vernment would  not  deem  satisfactory, — by  a ma- 
jority which  would  not  sustain  a British  ministry 
before  the  people,  and  which  should  less  sustain  our 
administration  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

The  measures  adopted  by  congress  at  the  extra 
session  are,  in  my  opinion,  not  calculated  to  do  that 
body  much  credit,  they  are  not  founded  on  prin- 
ciple, and  will  work  badly  in  effecting  the  ends 
proposed.  It  is  not  easy,  if  it  be  at  all  possible,  to 
conceive  what  end  was  proposed  by  the  act  sus- 
pending the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
With  the  executive  views  in  reference  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors,  it  can  furnish  the  go- 
vernment with  no  means  for  that  purpose.  It  con- 
templates no  ultimate  repeal  of  the  law  of  distribu- 
tion. The  states  were  willing  to  receive  treasury 
orders  on  the  deposite  banks,  and  could  probably 
have  made  them  as  useful  as  gold  and  silver.  The 
argument  that  it  would  have  thrown  more  incon- 
vertible bank  paper  into  circulation,  is  a fallacy. 
There  is  no  substantial  difference  between  the  ope- 
rative liability  of  a bank  to  its  depositors  and  the 
holders  of  its  notes.  They  are  both  payable  on 
demand  and  both  habitually  used  for  the  same  pur- 
poses of  business.  In  commercial  cities  and  other 
places  of  extensive  business,  checks  supersede  in 
all  considerable  transactions  the  use  of  bank  notes, 
and  take  their  place.  A true  estimate  of  the  cir- 
culation therefore,  embraces  bank  deposites.  It 
is  true,  while  the  government  makes  no  pse  of 
these  deposites,  they  create  no  immediate  pressure 
on  the  banks.  Bui:  neither  do  the  notes  of  these 
banks  while  they  are  not  redeemed.  When  these 
banks  shall  redeem  their  paper  on  demand  they 
will  both  press  alike,  but  with  this  difference.  If 
the  deposites  continue  till  that  event  to  the  credit 
of  the  government,  they  will  come  upon  the  banks 
in  heavy  masses,  in  the  shape  of  large  drafts.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  distribution  had  not  been 
suspended,  they  would  in  the  meantime,  have  been 
diffused  in  the  general  circulation  and  would  have 
come  upon  the  banks  gradually  and  have  caused 
them  less  embarrassment.  They  would  have, 
doubtless,  in  a great  many  instances,  gone  into  the 
hands  of  the  debtors  of  the  banks,  and  have  ena- 
bled these  debtors  to  pay,  and  the  banks  to  curtail 
their  business,  which  would  have  enabled  them  the 
better  to  prepare  for  specie  payments.  At  pre- 
sent they  bang  over  the  banks  like  a dense  cloud, 
threatening  to  burst  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
upon  them.  The  measure  has  been  justly  illustra- 
ted by  the  fable  of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  who 
could  not  eat  the  hay  himself  and  would  not  let  the 
ox  eat  it.  The  application  of  the  fable  fails  in  one 
particular.  The  dog  could  not  eat  the  hay,  hut 
the  government  could  have  used  the  money  had  it 
not  been  for  their  over  fastidiousness  as  to  the  cur- 
rency in  which  they  insist  on  paying  the  public  cre- 
ditors. But  this  has  been  prevented  by  the  bard 
money  fantasy  which  has  seized  the  brain  of  the 
administration.  It  would  really  seem  it  had  well 
nigh  become  mono  mania  with  them;  and  that  if 
their  purses  were  demanded  on  the  highway,  they 
would  struggle  to  make  a hard  money  payment. 

If  the  government  hadobeyed  its  highest  duty, 
that  of  considering  first  the  interests  of  the  mass  of 
the  community,  it  would  have  paid  the  public  cre- 
ditor in  the  best  currency  it  was  enabled  to  secure 
to  the  people,  and  the  treasury  deposites  would 
have  been  acceptable  payments  to  the  public  cre- 
ditors, as  like  money  was  under  an  administration 
and  legislature  quite  as  wise  as  those  who  govern 
the  con ntry.  This  fastidiousness  rendered  neces- 
sary the  only  other  important  measure  of  the  ses- 
sion— the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  government. 

The  ruling  principle  of  the  government  has 
given  a deleterious  character  to  I he  details  of  the 
measure.  These  notes  are  made  to  bear  inte'est. 
Their  value  would  have  been  abundantly  sustained 
bv  being  receivable,  as  they  are,  in  all  public  dues. 
Until  so  absorbed,  they  would  have  circulated  as 
money  in  the  community,  and  as  such,  been  useful 
in  all  the  transactions  of  sociei  v.  Bearing  interest, 
they  will  not  circulate,  and  will  probably  be  hoard- 
ed by  capitalists.  If  the  banks  shall  be  tempted, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  furnish  specie  for 
their  purchase,  it  will  weaken  their  recuperative 
power,  which  they  ought  studiously  to  strengthen 
— while  then  the  addition  of  interest  will  destroy 
their  usefulness,  the  country  will  have  to  pay  the  : 
amount  of  the  interest,  not  for  any  public  benefit, 
but  for  the  creation  of  new  evils,  a material  of 
which  we  do  not  need  a fresh  supply.  You  inform 
me  that  your  communication  has  been  made  to  me 
“at  the  instance  of  other?  as  well  as  yon.jj.seIf,” 
which  induces  me  to  say  that  you  are  at  liberty  to 


make  any  use  you  see  fit  of  this  letter,  that  you 
think  may  be  of  any  public  benefit 

I am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant.  LANGDON  CHEVES. 

To , esq.  Colihiibus,  Mississippi. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  1-ION.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

From  ike  Edgefield  Advertiser. 

The  following  is  the  leply  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  a 
letter  of  invitation  from  a com  mil  tee  of  our  citizens, 
who  tendered  him  the  compliment  of  a public  din- 
ner, for  his  able  and  patriotic  services  at  tile  recent 
eventful  session  of  congress. 

Fort  IIUI,  Nov.  3d,  3S37. 

Gentlemen”.  It  is  with  very  great  reluctance  I de- 
cline your  kind  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  din- 
ner. From  no  quarter,  and  on  no  occasion,  could  an 
expression  of  approbation  be  more  acceptable,  but 
so  short  is  the  interval  between  this  and  the  next  re- 
gular session  of  congress,  and  so  indispensible  is  it, 
that  I should  devote  it  exclusively  to  my  domestic 
concerns,  preparatory  to  my  long  absence  from 
home,  that  I am  compelled  to  decline  the  honor  in- 
tended. 

In  saying  that  on  no  occasion  could  the  expres- 
sion of  your  confidence  be  more  welcome,  I intend 
no  unmeaning  commonplace.  During  tile  Jong  pe- 
riod of  my  public sei  vice,  never  have  I seen  a more 
important  crisis,  than  the  present,  and  in  none  have 
I ever  been  compelled,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty, 
lo  assume  a greater  responsibility.  I saw  clearly 
on  my  arrival  at  Washington,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  extra  session,  that  our  affairs  bail  reach- 
ed t lie  point,  when,  according  to  the  course  we 
might  lake,  we  should  reap  the  full  harvest  of  our 
long  and  arduous  struggle  againsttlie  encroachments 
and  abuses  of  the  general  government,  or  lose  the 
fruits  of  all  our  labour.  1 clearly  saw,  that  our 
bold  and  vigorous  attacks  bad  made  a deep  and  suc- 
cessful impression.  Slate  interposition  had  over- 
thrown the  protective  tar.iff'and  with  it  the  American 
system,  and  put  a stop  to  congressional  usurpation; 
and  the  joint  attacks  of  our  party  and  that  of  our 
old  opponents,  the  national  republicans,  had  effec- 
tually brought  down  the  power  of  the  executive, 
and  arrested  its  encroachments  for  the  present.  It 
was  for  that  purpose,  we  had  united.  True  to  our 
principles  of  opposition  to  the  encroachment  of  pow- 
er, from  whatever  quarter  it  might  come,  we  did 
not  hesitate,  after  overthrowing  the  protective  sys- 
tem and  arresting  legislative  usurpation,  to  join  the 
authors  of  that  system,  in  order  (o  arrest  the  en- 
croachments of  the  executive,  although  we  differed 
as  widely  as  the  poles  on  almost  evei  y other  ques- 
( ion , and  regarded  the  usurpation  of  the  executive, 
but  as  a necessary  consequence  of  the  principles 
and  policy  of  our  new  allies.  In  joining  them,  we 
were  not  insensible  to  the  embarrassment  of  our  po- 
sition. With  such  allies,  success  was  difficult,  and 
victory  itself,  without  a change  of  principles  and 
policy  on  their  part,  dangerous;  and,  accordingly, 
while  we  united  with  them  against  the  executive, 
we  refused  all  participation  in  the  presidential  con- 
test. But,  with  all  rls  embarrassments,  it  was  the 
only  practicable  course  left  us,  short  of  abandoning 
our  principles,  or  the  country,  by  retiring  altogeth- 
er from  the  field  of  contest.  In  this  embarrassing 
position,  we  waited  the  developement  of  events, 
with  the  fixed  determination,  that  let  what  might 
come,  we  would  inflexibly  pursue  the  course,  which 
a regard  to  onr  principles;  and  the  success  of  our 
cause  demanded. 

Such  was  the  position  we  occupied,  from  1833, 
when  our  contest  with  the  general  government  ter- 
minated, to  the  commencement  of  the  late  extra  ses- 
sion, when  it  became  manifest  a great  change  had 
been  effected,  which  could  not  but  have  a powerful 
influence  over  our  future  course.  It  soon  became 
apparent  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  that  the 
joint  resistance  of  ourselves  and  our  late  allies  in 
conjunction  with  the  course  of  events  in  reference 
to  the  currency,  had  brought  down  the  lofty  preten- 
sions  of  the  executive  department.  The  union  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  money  power,  which  i 
had  so  greatly  strengthened  those  in  authority  at  ; 
first  had  not  only  ceased,  but  they  were  forced  to 
take  ground  against  the  reunion  ofthe  two,  and  to  1 
make  war  against  those  very  banks,  which  had  been  1 
the  instruments  of  their  power  and  aggrandizement.  : 
Forced  to  take  this  position,  and  divested  in  a great  i 
measure  of  patronage  and  influence  from  the  ex-  i 
hausted  state  of  the  treasury,  they  were  compelled  ; 
lo  fall  back,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  them-  i 
selves,  on  the  principles  of  1827,  by  which  we  had  i 
ejected  from  office  the  national  republican  party,  i 
and  to  which  our  portion  of  the  old  party  of  ’27  I 
have  inflexibly  adhered,  but  from  which,  the  other,  ; 
adhering  to  the  administration,  had  so  greatly  de-  I 
parted  in  practice.  As  soon  as  I saw  this  state  of  i 
things,  I clearly  perceived,  that  a very  important  < 
question  was  presented  for  our  determination,  which  ] 


we  were  compelled  to  decide  forthwith;  shall  we 
continue  our  joint  attack,  with  the  nationals,  on 
those  in  power,  in  the  new  position,  which  they 
have  been  compelled  to  occupy?  It  was  clear, 
with  our  joint  lorces,  we  could  utterly  overthrow 
and  demolish  (hem,  but  it  was  not  less  clear,  that 
the  victory  would  inure,  not  to  us,  but  exclusively 
to  the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  their  cause.  They 
were  the  most  numerous  and  powerful,  and  the 
point  of  assault  on  the  position,  which  the  party 
to  be  assaulted  had  taken  in  relation  lo  the  banks, 
would  have  gieatly  strengthened  the  settled  princi- 
ples and  policy  ol  the  national  parly,  and  weaken- 
ed, in  the  same  degree,  ours.  They  are,  and  ever 
have  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a national 
bank,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one,  with  a capital 
so  ample,  as  to  be  sufficient  lo  control  lire  stale  in- 
stitutions, and  lo  regulate  the  cunency  and  ex- 
changes ol  the  country.  To  join  them,  with  their 
avowed  object  in  the  attack,  to  overthrow  (hose  in 
power,  on  the  ground  they  occupied  against  a bank, 
would,  ol  course,  not  only  have  placed  the  govern- 
ment and  country  in  their  hands  without  opposi- 
tion, but  would  have  committed  us,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  extrication,  lor  a hank,  and  absorbed 
our  party  in  the  ranks  of  the  national  republicans. 
The  first  fruits  of  the  victory,  would  have  been  an 
over-shadowing  national  bank,  with  an  immense 
capital,  not  less  than  fiorn  filly  to  an  hundred  mil- 
lions, which  would  have  centralized  the  currency 
and  exchanges,  and  with  them,  the  commerce  and 
capital  of  the  country,  in  whatever  section  the 
head  of  the  institution  might  be  placed.  The  next 
would  be  the  indissoluble  union  of  the  political  and 
money  power  in  the  hands  of  our  old  political  op- 
ponents, whose  principles  and  policy  are  so  oppo- 
site to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  institutions  as 
well  as  oppressive  to  us. 

Such  clearly  would  have  been  tire  inevitable  re- 
sult if  we  bad  joined  in  the  assault  on  those  in  pow- 
er, in  the  position  they  had  been  constrained  to  oc- 
cupy; and  he  must  indeed  be  blind — all  past  expe- 
rience must  be  lost  to  him,  who  does  not  see,  that 
so  infatuated  a course  would  have  been  fatal  to  us 
and  ours.  The  connection  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  bank  would,  by  necessary  conse- 
quence in  the  hands  of  that  parly,  have  led  to  a 
renewal  of  that  system  of  unequal  and  oppressive 
legislation,  which  have  impoverished  the  staple 
slates,  and  from  which  vve  have  escaped  with  such 
peril  and  difficulty.  The  bank,  when  united  with 
the  government,  is  the  natural  aliy  of  high  duties 
and  extravagant  expenditure.  The  greater  the  re- 
venue and  the  more  profuse  the  disbursements,  the 
greater  its  circulation  and  the  more  ample  its  de- 
posites. This  tendency  on  the  part  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  the  known  principles  and  views  of  poli- 
cy of  the  party,  would  have  co-operated,  with  irre- 
sistible force,  to  renew  the  system  we  have  pulled 
down  with  so  much  labour,  with  an  aggravation  of 
its  oppression  far  beyond  any  thing  we  have  ever 
yet  experienced,  and  thus  the  fruits  of  all  our  ex- 
ertions and  struggles  against  the  system,  would 
have  been  lost- — forever  lost. 

By  taking  the  opposite  course,  the  reverse  of  all 
this  will  follow,  if  our  states  rights  party  be  but 
firmly  united  and  true  to  their  principles.  Never 
was  there  before,  and  never,  probably,  will  there  be 
again,  so  fair  an  opportunity  to  carry  out  fully  our 
principles  and  policy,  and  lo  reap  the  fruits  of  our 
long  and  arduous  struggle.  By  keeping  the  banks 
and  the  government  separated,  we  effectually  pre- 
vent the  centralization  of  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes of  the  country  at  any  one  point,  and,  of 
course,  the  commerce  and  the  capital,  leaving  each 
to  enjoy  that  portion  which  its  natural  advantages, 
with  its  industry  and  enterprise  may  command.  By 
refusing  to  join  our  late  allies  in  their  attack  on 
those  in  power,  where  they  have  sheltered  them- 
selves, we  prevent  the  complete  ascendency  of  the 
party  and  their  principles,  which  must  have  follow- 
ed, and  gain  the  only  opportunity  vve  could  have  of 
rallying  anew  the  old  states  rights  party  of  1827, 
on  the  ground  they  then  occupied,  as  an  opposing 
power,  to  hold  in  check  their  old  opponents,  the 
nalional  republican  party.  It  would  also  give  us 
the  chance  of  effecting,  what  is  still  more  impor- 
tant to  us,  the  union  of  the  entire  south.  The 
southern  division  of  the  administration  party  must 
reoccupy  the  old  state  rights  ground.  They  have 
no  alternative;  and  unless  we,  who  have  so  long 
and  under  so  many  difficulties  adhered  to  it,  shall 
now  desert  our  stand,  the  south  must  be  united. 
If  once  united,  we  will  rally  round  the  old  state 
rights  party  all  in  every  section,  who  are  opposed 
to  consolidation,  or  the  overaction  of  the  central 
government;  and  the  political  parties  will  again  be 
formed  on  the  old  and  natural  division  of  state 
rights  and  national,  which  divided  them  at  the 
commencement  of  the  government,  and  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  is  that  division  of  party  most 
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congenial  to  our  system,  and  most  favorable  to  its 
successful  operation. 

As  obvious  as  all  this  must  appear,  I felt,  that  I 
assumed  a heavy  responsibility  in  taking  the  course 
I did.  ft  was  impossible,  that  all  the  circumstan- 
stances  and  motives,  under  which  I acted,  could  at 
once  be  generally  understood,  ami,  of  course,  the 
part  I was  compelled  to  take  was  liable  to  be  mis- 
conceived and  grossly  misrepresented.  We  had 
been  so  long  contending  against  the  abuses  and  en- 
croachments of  the  executive  power,  as  to  forget 
that  they  originated  in  the  prior  abuses  and  en- 
croachments of  congress,  and  were  accordingly 
exclusively  intent  on  expelling  from  office,  those 
who  had  acquired  and  exercised  their  authority  in 
a manner  so  dangerous,  without  reflecting  into 
whose  hands  the  power  would  go,  and  what  princi- 
ples and  policy  would  gain  the  ascendency.  With 
this  state  of  feelings  on  the  part  of  our  friends,  I 
saw  it  was  impossible  to  take  a position,  which, 
by  consequence,  was  calculated  to  cover  those 
in  power,  however  urgent  the  cause,  without  oc- 
casioning a shock,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the 
imputation  of  unworthy  motives,  to  meet  which, 
howevei  transient  the  misapprehension  might  be, 
required  some  resolution  and  firmness.  But  there 
were  other,  and  far  greater  causes  of  responsibility, 
to  which  this  was  as  nothing.  Of  all  the  interests 
in  the  community,  the  banking  is  by  far  the  most 
influential  and  formidable — the  most  active;  and 
the  most  concentrating  and  pervading;  and  of  all 
the  points,  within  the  immense  circle  of  this  in- 
terest, there  is  none,  in  relation  to  which  the  banks 
are  more  sensitive  and  tenacious,  than  their  union 
with  the  political  power  of  the  country.  This  is 
the  source  of  a vast  amount  of  their  profits,  and  of 
a still  larger  portion  of  their  respectability  and  in- 
fluence. To  touch  their  interest  on  this  tender 
point  is  to  combine  all  in  one  united  and  zealous 
opposition,  with  some  exceptions  in  our  portion  of 
the  community,  where  the  union  of  the  two  powers 
acts  injuriously  to  the  banking,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mercial and  other  great  interests  of  the  section.  To 
encounter  so  formidable  an  opposition,  supported 
by  a powerful  political  party  with  whom  I had 
been  acting  for  some  years  against  entire  power, 
and  who  regarded  the  union  of  the  government  and 
the  banks  as  essential  to  the  union  of  the  states 
themselves,  was  to  assume  a heavy  responsibility, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances;  but  to  back 
and  sustain  those  in  such  opposition,  in  whose  wis- 
dom, firmness  and  patriotism,  I have  no  reason  to 
confide,  and  over  whom  I have  no  control,  is  to  doubt 
that  responsibility.  This  responsibility,  I have  vo- 
luntarily assumed.  Desiring  neither  office,  nor 
power,  and  having  nothing  to  hope  personally  from 
the  movement,  no  motive,  but  the  disastrous  politi- 
cal consequences,  which  I clearly  saw  must  follow 
from  any  other  course,  to  the  country,  and  its  insti- 
tutions generally,  and  oursection  in  particular,  and 
a deep  sense  of  duty,  could  have  induced  me  to 
take  the  step  I did.  That  it  has  met  the  approba- 
tion of  so  respectable  a portion  of  my  old  consti- 
tuents and  friends,  to  whose  early  and  steadfast 
support,  under  every  trial  and  difficulty  I am  so 
much  indebted,  is  a source  of  deep  gratification 
which  I shall  long  remember  and  acknowledge. 
With  great  respect,  I am,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  Messrs.  J.  Bauskett,  A.  Wigfall , J.  P.  Carroll , 

M.  Laborde , J.  Jones,  F.  H.  Wardlaw,  J.  IV. 

Wimbish,  commiltee. 

LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  WM.  SMITH. 

From  the  Madison  (Ala.)  Democrat. 

To  my  fellow -citizens  of  Madison  county: 

Since  the  15th  of  July  last,  certain  editorial  re- 
marks have  appeared  in  several  of  the  different  num- 
bers of  the  newspaper,  called  the  Southern  Avocate, 
published  in  Huntsville,  concerning  myself  with 
the  evident  intention  to  derogate  from  my  respecta- 
bility in  your  estimations;  all  of  -which  I should  have 
permitted  to  pass  unnoticed,  had  not  a recent  pub- 
lication appeared  in  that  paper,  on  the  26th  of  Sept, 
last,  in  the  shape  of  a correspondence  between  doctor 
Miles  Selden  Watkins,  of  Huntsville,  and  his  broth- 
er in  law,  the  hon.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  of 
Richmond,  Virginia;  and  also  of  LeRoy  Pope,  jr. 
esq.  the  editor  of  the  Southern  Advocate,  and  gen. 
Samuel  Smith,  of  Baltimore.  In  that,  correspond- 
ence doctor  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  the  hon.  Benja- 
min Watkins  Leigh,  and  LeRoy  Pope,  jr.  esq.  have 
made  a very  free  use  of  my  name,  and  seem  to  have 
been  specially  careful  to  give  it  a wide  circulation 
in  the  newspapers,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

They  have  not  been  content  with  giving  it  an 
early  and  extraordinary  circulation  through  that 
channel,  but  doctor  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  and 
LeRoy  Pope,  jr,  esq.  and  a few  of  their  political  as- 
sociates, in  Huntsville,  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
giving  it  currency  in  MadR'  county.  This  they 


do  by  asking  gentlemen  from  the  country,  when 
they"  come  to  Huntsville,  “if  they  have  read  the 
coirespondence?”  And  when  inquired  at,  what  cor- 
respondence? They  reply  in  a half  w hisper,  '‘judge 
Smith  has  got  himself  into  a difficulty  that  he  can 
not  get  out  of.”  And  then  proceed  to  unfold  the 
the  high  offence  1 had  committed  against  the  me- 
mory of  chief  justice  Marshall,  by  saying  he  owned 
shares  in  the  United  State  bank  in  July,  immediate- 
ly previous  to  the  time  when  he  presided  in  the  case 
of  McCulloch  vs.  the  state  of  Maryland. 

I have  been  a good  deal  teased  with  such  stories 
as  this,  within  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  by 
this  very  sort  of  men;  and  I believe  I have  hereto- 
fore fallen  into  no  difficulty  from  which  I have  not 
extricated  myself.  But  should  I be  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  be  able  to  extricate  myself  from  this  diffi- 
culty by  my  own  means,  I can  assure  doctor  Miles 
Selden  Watkins,  his  brother  in  law,  the  hon.  Benja- 
min Watkins  Leigh,  and  LeRoy  Pope,  jr.  esq.  I 
shall  by  no  means  invoke  their  aid. 

But  I beg  my  fellow-citizens  to  forbear  making 
up  an  opinion  on  that  correspondence,  until  they 
hear  my  side  of  the  story.  And  when  the  whole 
subject  shall  be  fairiy  placed  before  them,  then  I 
shall,  with  great  cheerfulness,  yield  to  any  opinion 
they  may  arrive  at  from  the  facts.  One  thing  I will 
now  assert,  that  what  I said  respecting  chief  justice 
Marshall,  was  true;  and  I pledge  myself  to  establish 
it,  notwithstanding  doctor  Miles  Selden  Watkins, 
and  his  political  associates  “ here , are  not  willing  to 
admit  the  truth  of  such  allegations.” 

I have  various  reasons  for  asking  your  indulgence 
for  time  to  reply.  In  the  first  place,  I have  been 
exlremely  busy  since  sometime  before  the  publica- 
tion of  that  important  correspondence,  attending  to 
business  important  to  my  private  interest.  1 shall 
also  in  a short  time  leave  home  for  the  legislature, 
where  I shall  be  otherwise  engaged.  Moreover,  1 
am  desirous  to  procure  some  documents,  which  I 
know  to  exist,  not  yet  within  my  reach:  admirable 
ingredients  to  dissipate  slanders  and  falsehoods. — 
Lastly,  this  correspondence  has  been  published  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  city  of  New'  York,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in 
the  city  of  Mobile;  and  published  in  all  those  distant 
cities  before  it  made  its  appearance  here,  in  the 
Southern  Advocate,  where  doctor  Milos  Selden  Wat- 
kins and  LeRoy  Pope,  jr.  esq.  reside,  two  of  the 
principal  actors  in  this  deeply  interesting  scene.  I 


want  time  to  inquire  for  the  reason  of  this  new  mode 
of  attack.  And  perhaps,  by  some  delay,  1 may  be 
enabled  to  trace  their  motives.  For  I will  be  able  to 
show  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that  every 
word  I said  which  prompted  this  correspondence, 
were  necessarily  drawn  from  me,  in  self-defence, 
by  previous  publications  in  the  very  selfsame  South- 
ern Advocate,  from  the  pen  of  the  identical  LeRoy 
Pope,  jr.  esq.  editor  of  that  paper.  The  cause  is 
unknown  to  my  friends  at  a distance,  who  are  send- 
ing me  slips  from  newspapers  published  abroad, 
containing  the  most  envenomed  portion  of  the  ebul- 
litions of  the  hon.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  over 
his  own  name,  and  headed  in  large  capital  letters, 

SLANDER  DETECTED. 

To  enable  me  to  meet  these  enormities,  and  ar- 
rest theirprogress  until  I can  respond  to  them  fully, 
I respectfully  request,  the  Mobile  Commercial  Re- 
gister and  Patriot — the  Flag  of  the  Union — the  Ca- 
hawba  Democrat — the  Montgomery  Advertiser — 
the  Florence  Gazette — the  Richmond  Enquirer— 
and  the  Globe  to  republish  this  address.  In  addi- 
tion to  subscribing  my  name,  I am  a subscriber  to 
each  of  those  papers. 

And  as  the  Richmond  Whig — the  Sentinel  and 
Herald,  of  Philadelphia — and  some  other  papers, 
the  names  unknown,  in  Boston,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Mobile,  and  various  other  places,  have  pub- 
lished that  corrrespondence,  or  extracts  from  it,  I 
respectfully  call  on  them  to  republish  this  address 
also,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice  which  I claim 
at  their  hands.  I am,  with  great  respect, 

WM.  SMITH. 

Hunlsvillc,  Ala.,  Oct.  25,  1837. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  WEBSTER. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

The  duty  of  the  whirs.  It  having  been 
proposed  to  get  up  a grand  celebration  in  this  city, 
commemorative  of  the  great  whig  triumph  in  this 
state,  a letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Webster,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  whig  convention,  enquiring  wheth- 
er he  would  attend.  The  correspondence  will  be 
found  below.  It  has  since  been  judged  advisable, 
considering  the  great  number  of  public  meetings 
that  have  lately  taken  place,  to  defer  the  proposed 
celebration  for  the  present.  But  the  wise,  just  and 
statesmanlike  views  contained  in  Mr  Webster’s  let- 
ter, are  too  valuable  to  be  lost,  and  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  be  the  instrument  of  laying  them  before 
the  public.  We  shall  take  some  early  occasion  to 


comment  upon  bis  recommendations 
some  additional  reasons  by  which  they  may  be  sup- 
ported. — - 

Boston,  Nov.  15 1h,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  It  has  been  proposed  to  bold  a meet- 
ing in  this  city,  to  celebrate  recent  political  events. 
The  matter  is  not  yet  decided  on;  but  the  object  of 
this  note  is,  to  inquire  whether  it  will  be  conveni- 
ent for  you  to  attend  such  a meeting,  if  it  should  be 
bolden.  Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  EDWARDS,  ch’n.  of  co.  convention. 

To  Daniel  Webster,  Summer  street. 

Boston , Nov.  16 th,  1837. 

Sir:  If  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  hold  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens,  to  celebrate,  in  a proper 
manner,  the  recent  political  success,  I shall  cheer- 
fully attend  it  if  I should  be  in  the  city  at  the  time. 
Several  assemblages  have  been  already  convened, 
which  have  furnished  occasions  for  mutual  congra- 
tulations. 

Whether  any  thing  more  formal  or  more  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  object,  ought  further  to  be 
done,  I refer  to  the  feelings  and  direction  of  others. 

Let  us  remember,  that  this  great  and  unprece- 
dented success  has  been  obtained  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly on  whig  grounds.  It  has  been  the  result  of 
no  yielding,  no  compromise,  no  abandonment  of  our 
principles. 

These  principles  have  now  received  decisive 
proofs  of  the  approbation  of  the  people;  and  to  our 
own  consciousness  that  they  are  just,  and  calculat- 
ed to  promote  the  public  good,  we  may  now  add 
our  belief,  that  they  will  be  more  and  more  gene- 
rally adopted. 

It  is,  therefore,  our  duty  to  adhere  to  these  prin- 
ciples with  unwavering  steadiness  and  constancy. 
Thus  far.  they  have  sustained  us,  and  for  one,  I 
shall  not  consent  to  depart  from  them. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  equally  our  duty  and  our 
interest,  to  conduct  towards  those  who  have  differed 
from  us,  with  so  much  moderation  and  kindness, 
that  they  may  not  be  constrained  1o  keep  aloof. 
May  we  not  hope,  that  many,  in  all  quarters,  who 
see  what  the  actual  condition  of  things  is,  and  how 
wide  and  deep  is  the  general  dissatisfaction  of  the 
people  with  recent  measures  of  government,  will 
now  join  us,  in  carrying  on  the  great  work  of  restor- 
ing the  government  to  its  well  tried  and  approved 
policy,  and  the  country  to  its  former  prosperity. 

To  consistency  of  principle,  then  let  us  add  all 
reasonable  and  practicable  conciliation.  Let  us  re- 
ceive cordially  and  without  reproach,  all  who  will 
unite  with  us  in  upholding  and  bearing  onward,  the 
whig  standard. 

Will  you  allow  me,  sir,  (o  say  a word  of  two,  on 
another,  but  a connected  subject? 

We  are  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  correct,  what 
we  honestly  believe  to  be  important  errors,  in  the 
administration  of  the  government. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  we  can  rely  on  no- 
thing nor  do  we  wish  to  rely  on  any  thing,  but 
the  power  of  the  people. 

The  changes  which  we  have  witnessed  have 
been  produced  by  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of 
the  people,  breaking  through  artificial  barriers  of 
patronage  and  party,  and  sweeping  away  long  es- 
tablished political  combinations.  Our  further  suc- 
cess must  depend  on  the  continued  operation  of  the 
same  causes. 

We  have  nothing,  either  to  carry  us  forward,  or 
to  sustain  ns  where  we  are,  but  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  the  wisdom  of  our  measures,  and  the  popu- 
lar approbation. 

However,  it  may  be  with  that  of  others,  our  cause 
is,  emphatically,  in  the  bands  of  the  people;  and  let 
it  be  one  of  our  fixed  principles,  that  the  people 
shall  be  heard;  and  they  shall,  in  all  things,  speak 
for  Ihemselves,  and  that  opinions,  in  regard  either 
to  men  or  measures,  shall  not  be  manufactured  for 
the  many,  by  the  few.  Let  the  popular  voice  pre- 
vail, and  have  its  free  course,  fairly  and  honestly, 
without  control  and  without  elevation. 

We  have  accused  others  of  such  arrangements 
and  such  combinations  fry  political  affairs,  as  have 
produced  the  effect  of  giving,  on  important  occa- 
sions, the  people’s  sanction  to  that  which  the  peo- 
ple, nevertheless  did  not  really  approve.  Let  us 
take  care  that  the  cause  of  the  whigs,  which  I be- 
lieve to  be  at  present  the  true  cause  of  the  country, 
be  never  exposed  to  this  reproach.  Yours,  with 
verv  true  regard,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Henry  Edwards , esq.  chairman,  Sfc. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GARLAND,  OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  opposition  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  delivered  in 
ihe  house  of  representatives,  September  25,  1S37. 

[ Concluded.'] 

The  third  objection  which  I urge  is,  that  it  will 
increase  the  difficulty,  risk,  and  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  public  money,  and  subject  the  public 
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debtors  to  great  inconvenience.  I regard  it  entire- 
ly unnecessary  to  detain  the  committee  to  prove 
that  which  experience  has  so  well  ascertained.  If 
the  public  money  is  to  be  transported  from  point  to 
point,  throughout  our  immense  territory  in  gold  and 
silver,  its  bulk  creates  inconvenience — its  exposure 
to  public  gaze  begets  risk,  and  the  necessary  em- 
ployment of  a sufficient  guard  to  protect  it  against 
robbery,  will  incur  heavy  expenses;  all  this  is 
avoided  by  the  aid  of  the  banks,  for  they  now  trans- 
fer public  money,  to  any  point  directed  by  the  trea- 
sury department,  at  their  own  risk  and  charge. 
The  treasury  department,  which  has  had  the  super- 
intendence of  this  operation  from  the  foundation  of 
the  government,  and  which  can  therefore,  afford 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence  upon  this  point  is 
uniform  and  undeviating  in  its  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  bank  system,  which  I should  regard  as  con- 
clusive. Hut  what  substitute  are  we  to  have  for 
this  convenience,  safety,  and  destitution  of  expense 
under  the  proposed  system?  Nothing,  sir,  but 
treasury  drafts,  that  1 can  perceive.  These  will 
not  answer  the  purpose  unless  a sufficient  amount 
of  money  can  always  be  found  at  every  point  where 
it  is  wanted.  This,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot 
be  so,  and  to  supply  the  amount  necessary,  specie 
must  be  transported,  or  treasury  drafts  employed 
as  a medium  of  circulation,  which  would  introduce 
a system  of  government  paper  circulation  incapable 
of  adequate  restriction,  liable  to  abuse,  and  at  war 
with  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  This  system 
in  the  course  of  timp,  might  be  perverted  to  the 
most  dangerous  purposes,  and  become  an  engine  of 
most  potent  influence.  Sound  policy  is  opposed  to 
the  creation  of  government  paper  of  any  kind  as  a 
permanent  circulating  medium,  liable  to  the  catas- 
trophe of  the  old  continental  paper  system.  It 
would,  in  effect,  become  a government  bank,  which 
legislation  might  be  found  totally  incapable  of  regu- 
lating or  controlling.  If  the  government  receives 
and  pays  out  nothing  but  specie,  the  inevitable  re- 
sult will  be,  that  its  drafts  must  become  not  only 
a medium  of  transfer,  but  of  circulation  also. 

The  fourth  objection  which  I urge  is,  that  it  will 
indefinitely  postpone  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  I do  not  profess,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  be  skilled  in  matters  of  finance,  or  versed 
in  banking  operations,  but  I am  clearly  convinced 
that  this  increased  and  continual  demand  for  specie, 
must  operate  a heavy  drain  upon  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  the  very  moment  they  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. The  merchants  who  have  duties  to  pay, 
can  only  rely  upon  the  banks  to  supply  them,  for 
they  have  it  not  themselves.  The  banks  already 
suffering  under  a pressure  which  was  well  nigh  ex- 
hausting them,  forseeing  the  effect  of  this  new  de- 
mand, would  forbear  to  resume,  and  this  would  not 
only  seriously  embarrass  the  merchants  and  the 
people,  but  the  government  itself;  for,  as  I before 
remarked,  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  neither  coin 
money,  or  put  it  into  the  pockets  of  the  merchants 
or  the  people.  I then  emphatically  ask  how  is  this 
demand  to  be  met?  Sir,  jmu  may  call  spirits  from 
the  vasty  deep,  but  calling  will"  not  bring  them. 
You  may  pass  this  bill,  but  it  will  not  coin  gold  and 
silver.  Connected  with  this  objection  is  that  of  the 
derangement  of  the  exchanges,  and  the  general  con- 
fusion of  business' which  this  system  will  produce. 
There  is  no  United  States  bank  in  existence  which 
can  regulate  and  supply  the  exchange  demand. 
Individual  sources  have  been  almost  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  the  banking  system.  The  state  banks 
then  afford  the  only  certain  reliance  to  the  commu- 
nity for  the  supply  and  regulation  of  commercial 
exchanges.  I need  not  urge  upon  the  committee, 
that  which  every  man’s  observation  and  experience 
must,  have  taught  him,  that  next  to  the  meam  of 
commerce,  the  facility  of  a sound,  well  regulated, 
uniform  system  of  exchanges  is  essential  to  its  suc- 
cessful operation.  The  demand  for  such  a system 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  widely  extended,  and 
constantly  increasing  commerce,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  must  be  manifest  to  every  one.  If,  then, 
the  policy  of  the  government  shall  compel  'lie 
banks,  and  this  system  must  necessarily  do  so,  still 
further  to  curtail  their  circulation  and  loans,  and 
restrict  their  exchange  accommodations,  is  it  not 
most  manifest  that  the  effect  will  be  still  more  to 
embarrass  commercial  intercourse,  and  paralyze  the 
industry  and  business  of  the  whole  country?  By 
curtailing  the  already  too  limited  exchange  accom- 
modations with  a deranged,  unsteady,  fluctuating 
system  of  exchanges,  commerce  becomes  embar- 
rassed, and  with  it,  the  whole  business  of  the  corn- 
try. 

The  limitation  of  exchanges  below  the  demands 
of  commerce,  the  still  further  reduction  of  bank 
circulation,  connected  with  the  continued  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  will  force  upon  the  import- 
ing merchants  the  necessity  of  purchasing  specie  at 
heavy  and  exhorbitant  premiums,  to  meet  the  claims 


of  the  government  and  their  foreign  creditors,  ifeven 
they  can  procure  it  in  sufficient  amounts  at  any 
premium.  These  profits,  although  they  are  at  first 
paid  by  the  merchants,  are  generally  exacted  from 
the  agricultural  and  mechanical  portions  of  the 
community,  who  principally  consume  foreign  goods, 
in  the  shape  of  profits;  and  in  this  way  a heavy  tax 
is  imposed  upon  them.  Thus  while  the  apparent 
operation  is  upon  the  merchant,  under  the  guise  of 
an  indirect  system  of  taxation,  yet  the  real  operation 
is  upon  the  laboring  class,  and  thus  a system  pro- 
posed for  the  good  of  Ike  people,  will  operate  to  their 
serious  injury.  For,  sir,  be  assured  that  the  people 
who  purchase,  are  always  taxed  with  these  exac- 
tions upon  the  merchants.  This  system  will  also 
exert  a very  deleterious  influence  upon  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  by  diverting  from  the  ordina- 
ry channels  of  trade,  the  amount  of  specie  which 
will  be  in  active  requisition  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  government,  which,  I think,  is  estimated  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  greatly  below  the  real 
amount,  for  I am  confident  five  millions  will  be 
greatly  inadequate.  The  almost  daily  arrival  of  fo- 
reign goods,  and  purchases  of  public  lands,  will  re- 
strict the  circulation  of  the  government  funds  to 
very  narrow  bounds,  so  narrow'  that  they  will  be  of 
no  value  to  the  general  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  fifth  objection  which  presents  itself  to  my 
mind,  is,  that  this  system  will  create  a substantial 
distinction  between  the  currency  of  ike  government 
and  the  currency  of  the  people.  I have  w'eighed, 
with  great  deliberation,  and  I trust  impartially,  the 
argument  ol  the  president  against  the  truth  of  this 
proposition,  as  well  on  account  of  the  source  from 
which  it  emanates,  as  the  intrinsic  importance  of 
the  subject  itself,  and  I am  decidedly  convinced 
that  the  proposition  is  literally  and  substantially  true. 
The  very  fact  that  the  executive  desires  to  separate 
itself  entirely  from  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country,  and  to  restrict  their  notes  from  being  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  notwithstand- 
ing they  constitute  the  general  circulating  medium 
of  the  country,  proves  that  the  executive  regards 
the  metallic  as  a much  sounder  and  safer  currency 
than  bank  paper,  although  it  may  possess  the  essen- 
tial quality  of  convertibility  into  specie.  In  the 
proposed  scheme,  the  bank  note  circulation  will  be 
left  exclusively  to  the  people;  and  if  it  be  not  so 
safe  or  sound  as  the  metallic,  then  it  follows  that 
the  currency  less  sound  and  less  safe,  is  confined  to 
the  people.  Take  this  fact  in  connection  with  the 
fact,  that  the  major  part  of  the  circulations  is  now, 
and  likely  will  be,  bank  paper,  and  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  distinction  drawn  in  the  message,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible  that  there  will  be  an  "exclu- 
sive metallic  medium  for  the  government  and  its 
officers,  and  a medium  mainly  paper  for  the  people. 
The  bill  novv  under  consideration,  as  does  the  mes- 
sage, draws  the  distinction,  and  its  consequences 
must  follow.  Can  this  be  sound  policy?  Is  not  the 
distinction  invidious?  Does  it  not  make  the  govern- 
ment supreme?  whereas  the  people  should  be,  and 
are  supreme?  Sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  strikes 
at  the  very  foundation  of  our  system;  it  makes  the 
people  subordinate  to  the  government,  whereas  the 
government  is  subordinate  to  the  people.  I know, 
sir,  this  is  not  designed  by  the  president,  but  it  is 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  distinction.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  is  no  sound  reason  for  this  distinction, 
none  whatever;  the  business  transactions  of  the  peo- 
ple are  infinitely  greater  and  more  extended,  and 
therefore  of  greater  interest,  than  that  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  demands  the  soundest  medium  for  their 
j operation.  If  then,  the  metallic  be  the  only  safe 
, and  sound  medium  for  the  government,  it  is  neces- 
| sarily  more  important  for  the  people;  if  the  paper 
I medium  be  safe  and  sound  lor  the  people,  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  is  not  equally  so  For  the  govern- 
ment; and  instead  of  the  government  disparaging 
and  discrediting  the  medium  necessarily  belonging 
to  the  people,  it  should,  by  the  judicious  employ- 
ment of  its  immense  revenues,  aid  in  preserving  its 
safety  and  soundness,  and  extending  its  credit. 
This  government  is  charged  by  the " constitution 
with  the  regulation,  the  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion ol  commerce;  it  could  not  more  successfully 
perform  that  duty  than  by  giving  full  credit  to  the 
general  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  so  long 
as  it  is  worthy.  Sir.  the  conviction  that  the  pro- 
posed system  contains  this  unjust,  and  anomalous, 
and  invidious  distinction  between  the  government 
and  the  people,  is  fast  rivetted  in  my  mind,  and  if 
true,  ought  on  that  account,  if  no  other,  to  be  repu- 
diated. 

The  sixth  objection  which  I urge  to  the  present 
system,  is,  that  it  will  greatly  aid,  if  not  render  in- 
dispensably nc.cessim/  a national  bank.  I assume 
it  as  a fact,  which  the  experience  of  the  past  well 
justifies,  that  unless  this  nation  and  the  states  of 
this  union,  shall  abandon  its  commerce,  their  sys- 
i terns  of  internal  improvement,  so  flourishing  and  so 


rapidly  increasing,  and  their  literary  institutions, 
that  the  banking  system  in  some  form  will  be  main- 
tained; they  have  increased,  and  will  continue  to 
increase,  as  the  wealth,  population,  manufactures, 
agriculture  and  commerce  ol  the  country  increases. 
The  president  himself  expresses  the  opinion,  in  his 
message,  that  the  states  will  not  abandon  their  sys- 
tems of  banking.  The  power  of  the  states  to  in- 
corporate these  institutions,  ami  the  want  ol  harmo- 
ny in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  has  rendered  it 
difficult  even  with  the  aid  of  the  national  revenues, 
and  the  advantages  of  national  credit  to  preserve  a 
sound  medium  of  circulation,  and  perform  the  fiscal 
and  commercial  duties  which  have  devolved  upon 
them.  If  then,  they  are  farther  discredited  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  their  operations  reduced  to 
narrower  bounds,  it  is  manifest  that  they  will  not 
be  able,  and  will  not  have  sufficient  credits  to  sup- 
ply the  country  with  a safe,  sound  and  ample  com- 
mercial medium;  for  without  credit,  they  are  totally 
inefficient.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  while 
gold  and  silver  are  safe  and  sound,  they  are  not  am- 
ple and  convenient:  hence  the  country  will  demand 
some  other  medium  to  keep  pace  with  its  rapid  im- 
provement, and  that  will  be  a national  bank  me- 
dium. In  the  necessity  of  the  demand  all  constitu- 
tional scruples  will  be  overlooked,  and  a national 
institution  incorporated.  Sir,  1 shall  not,  if  here, 
vote  for  it,  but  be  assured  that  the  overwhelming 
influence  of  public  discontent  will,  as  in  1816,  drive 
to  this  resource,  and  when  again  established,  it  will 
obtain  a hold  which  nothing  can  break,  and  will, 
with  all  its  obnoxious  and  fatal  tendencies,  be  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  country.  This  brings  me 
to  consider  whether  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  not 
discredit  the  bank  paper,  and  impair  its  value  as  a 
circulating  medium.  If  the  course  already  taken 
by  the  treasury  department  toward  these  institu- 
tions, the  calling  of  congress  together  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  message  to  discontinue  them  as  depo- 
sitories, and  the  receipt  ol'  I heir  notes  in  payment 
of  the  public  revenue,  if  the  charge  of  the  executive 
that  they  have  been  faithless  fiscal  agents,  more  so 
than  the  Bank  of  England  under  like  circumstances, 
and  the  sanction  of  these  charges  by  passing  the 
present  bill,  be  not  sufficient  to  discredit  and  crip- 
ple these  institutions,  then  there  is  no  cause  what- 
ever but  absolute  unqualified  bankruptcy  that  would 
discredit  them.  We  already  see  the  blighting  in- 
fluence which  the  withdrawal  of  the  confidence  of 
the  government  has  exerted  upon  the  banks,  and 
we  may  well  anticipate  the  fatal  effects  which  a 
blow  from  the  representatives  of  the  people  will 
produce,  all  of  which  will  ultimately  act  upon  the 
people,  in  the  great  scarcity  of  money  and  reduction 
in  I he  value  of  their  proporty. 

This  is  not  all,  Mr.  Chairman;  this  measure,  I fear, 
if  adopted,  will  exert  a still  more  fatal  influence 
upon  the  banks  than  any  which  I have  attempted  to 
predict;  I fear  it  will  ultimately,  if  not  immediately, 
utterly  destroy  them,  and  produce  a state  of  ruin 
and  desolation,  which  it  is  appalling  to  contemplate. 
The  connection  and  union  between  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce  is  so  intimate,  that 
one  cannot  be  affected  without,  at  the  same  time, 
affecting  the  other;  whatever  cause,  therefore,  that 
impairs  the  credit  of  the  commercial  medium  of  the 
country,  necessarily  inflicts  a serious  injury  upon 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  par  ticularly  agricul- 
ture, for  that  is  the  foundation  of  commerce  and 
manufactures.  These  banks  are  an  essential  and 
necessary  part  of  the  commercial  community,  and 
whatever  embarrasses  them,  embarrasses  the  whole 
commercial  community.  This  idea  is  very  forci- 
bly expressed  by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  a speech  delivered 
in  1S16  in  this  house  on  the  bank  charter;  speaking 
of  the  commercial  qualities  ofthe  then  proposed  bank 
of  the  United  States,  he  says:  “This  bank  is  no  more 
than  a part  ofthe  commercial  community  in  which  it 
is  established,  and  any  embarrassment  of  the  bank 
must  press,  also,  on  the  whole  commercial  commu- 
nity, that  community  would  be  the  first  to  give  way  in. 
such  a case,  and  this  would  produce  a run  on  the 
bank,  and  compel  the  stoppage  of  payment.”  I 
cannot  imagine  to  myself  a more  decisive  step,  in 
the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  country 
and  the  banks,  than  the  passage  of  this  bill,  to  force 
the  banks  to  continue  the  stoppage  of  payments, 
and  finally  to  wind  up  their  business.  If  such 
would  be  the  effect,  what  would  be  the  consequences 
to  the  people?  I let  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  when  he  was  governor  of  New  York,  an- 
swer. In  his  annual  message  to  the  legislature  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  speaking  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  renewing  the  charters  of  many  of  the 
New'  York  banks,  which  were  about  to  expire,  por- 
trayed the  ruinous  effects  which  their  discontinu- 
ance would  produce  upon  the  state  and  the  people, 
expressed  himself  in  these  forcible  and  conclusive 
terms: 
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“But  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  difficulties 
and  pecuniary  embarrassments  that  must  result 
from  suddenly  stopping  the  operations  of  so  many 
and  such  long  established  institutions.  Of  the  thiiiy 
millions  that  are  owing  to  them,  the  principal  part 
is  probably  due  from  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
other  large  dealers  in  their  vicinity;  but  they, in  turn, 
have  their  demands  against  persons  pursuing  similar 
business  in  the  country,  and  those  again  must  look  to 
their  customers,  thus  embracing  alt  classes  of  society, 
in  the  liability  to  contribute  towards  a general  settle- 
ment. The  amount  due  from  the.  banks,  especially 
all  that  portion  which  consists  in  bills  issued  by 
them,  would  be  found  scattered  through  the  whole 
community.  From  even  this  superficial  view  of  the 
subject,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  reflecting  minds, 
that  the  pecuniary  convulsion  that  must  result  from 
a compulsory  close  of  these  extensive  concerns, 
would  be  neither  slight  in  its  degree,  nor  tran- 
sient™ its  duration.  You  will,  I am  convinced, 
concur  with  me  in  the  senliment,  that  a responsi- 
bility of  so  serious  a character,  and  so  fearful  in  its 
possible  consequences,  should  not  be  incurred  on 
slight  grounds,  or  from  motives  of  expediency  in 
the  least  degree  questionable.” 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  a speech  in  the  senate,  in  IS34, 
speaking  upon  the  subject  of  the  banks  and  the 
effects  of  their  sudden  suppression,  thus  expresses 
himself:  “To  suppress  them  (the  banks)  at  once, 
would,  if  it  were  possible,  work  a greater  revolution, 
a greater  change  in  (he  relative  condition  of  the  va- 
rious classes  of  the  community,  than  would  the 
conquest  of  the  country  by  a savage  enemy.”  This 
sentiment  is  true,  inevitably  true,  and  by  it  I pro- 
pose to  test  the  effects  which  the  destruction  of  the 
banks  would  at  this  time  produce  upon  the  people. 
In  1334,  the  people  were  indebted  to  the  banks 
$324,000,000;  in  1S37,  $591,000,000;  if  then  the 
suppression  of  the  banks  in  1S34  would  have  pro- 
duced such  distressing  elfects,  what  would  it  do 
now?  Ruin  the  whole  community.  When  the  banks 
are  pressed,  they  press  in  turn  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, and  that  presses  the  people  who  are  the 
victims,  for  they  have  no  debtor  to  resort  to,  they 
must  resort  to  their  property.  Again:  If  the  go- 
vernment demands  specie  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue,  the  merchants  must  in  turn  demand  specie 
of  their  debtors,  the  people,  which,  if  they  cannot 
procure,  will  lead  to  the  most  destructive  sacrifices 
in  the  sales  ofiheir  property.  No  creditor  is  bound 
to  receive  any  tiling  but  specie,  and  this  system 
will  afford  a pretext  lor  such  a demand;  for  the  cre- 
ditor may  well  refuse  to  receive  discredited,  depre- 
ciated bank  paper,  and  therefore  cause  immense 
sacrifices  of  property. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  bank  circulation  is  already 
reduced  from  about  169  to  100  millions  dollars,  as 
is  also  the  active  specie  circulation  greatly  reduced: 
the  present  circulation  is  founded  upon  an  ade- 
quate specie  basis,  and  cannot,  with  due  regard  to 
the  interest  of  the  people,  be  further  reduced.  This 
system  will  render  a further  reduction  inevitable, 
and  produce  a corresponding  inability  on  the  part 
of  the  people  to  pay  debts,  and  a fearful  deprecia- 
tion in  the  value  of  property,  and  in  this  point  of 
view  will  operate  most  injuriously  upon  the  debtor 
class  ofthe  community. 

The  eighth  objection  which  I have  to  the  pro- 
posed system  is,  that  it  will  greatly  enlarge  tile  exe- 
cutive patronage,  arid  fearfully  increase  its  power. 
Upon  this  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  I am  brought  into 
direct  collision  with  the  opinion  of  the  president, 
who  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  this  measure 
will  not  only  not  increase  but  actually  diminish  exe- 
cutive patronage.'  I am  not  satisfied  with  the  rea- 
soning of  the  message  and  find  nothing  in  it,  although 
ably  urged,  to  change  the  opinion  which  I took  up 
in  1834,  as  to  the  effect  of  such  a measure.  Tire 
secretary  of  the  treasury  seems  tothinkthat  by  the 
appointment  of  ten  additional  officers  and  an  in- 
creased expenditure  of  about  60,000  dollars,  will 
enable  that  department  to  conduct  this  system  with 
success.  In  this  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I differ 
widely  with  the  secretary,  although  I do  not  doubt 
his  sincerity.  All  propositions  for  the  creation  of 
new  systems  are  accompanied  with  the  most  rigid  re- 
regard to  economy,  but  after  their  organization,  their 
wants  gradually  develope  themselves,  till  finally, 
by  legislation  after  legislation,  the  officers  and  the 
expenses  are  fearfully  increased.  All  the  depart- 
ments ofthe  government  had  small  and  economical 
beginnings,  yet  in  the  progress  of  time  the  number 
of  their  officers  and  the  amount  of  their  salaries, 
and  other  expenses,  have  greatly  increased,  such 
will  be  the  course  of  this  system.  This  will  be 
but  the  germ,  and  your  ten  additional  officers  and 
$60,000  additional  expense,  will  swell  into  hun- 
dreds of  officers,  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  increased-  expenditure.  To  tell  me  that  all 
the  increase  of  clerks,  house  rent,  stationary  and 
other  incidental  expenses  ’ h this  system  will 


require  can  be  met  with  $60,000,  is  to  lax  my  cre- 
dulity with  the  belief  of  an  utter  impossibility.  Sir, 
tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  find  himself  ut- 
terly mistaken  in  his  estimate,  if,  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  put  this  system 
iutopractice.  In  considering  this  question  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  our  country  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  population,  wealth,  power,  and  commerce, 
and  that  necessaiilv  as  these  progress,  increased 
duties  on  the  part  of  tile  government  in  all  its  de- 
partments will  be  unquestionable,  and  on  no  de- 
partment of  the  government  will  these  increased 
duties  devolve  so  materially  as  on  the  treasury  de- 
partment. Hence,  sir,  I look  to  the  adoption  of 
this  system  as  laying  the  foundation  of  an  immense 
increase  of  the  patronage  of  the  executive  in  the 
appointing  and  disbursing  power.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  patronage  of  the  executive  is  the  most  danger- 
ous of  all  its  powers,  and  the  most  likely  lo  end  in 
the  overthrow  ofthe  liberties  ofthe  country;  by  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  the  executive  ramifies,  in 
every'  section  of  this  widely  extended  empire,  iis 
officers  indebted  to  the  executive  for  their  appoint- 
ment and  holding  iliem  at  its  will.  When  we  con- 
sider their  number,  the  influence  which  they  exer- 
cise, and  the  positions  which  they  occupy,  we  can- 
not but  feel  sensibly  alive  to  the  mischiefs  which 
they  may  produce.  Their  number  already  exceeds 
one  hundred  thousand,  and  is  constantly  increasing 
— add  to  this  immense  array  ofpublic  officers  rami- 
fied into  every  section  of  the  country,  the  amount  of 
money  which  is  annually  disbursed  by  I he  execu- 
tive, and  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  already 
fearful  power  of  the  executive  patronage.  But, 
sir,  pass  this  bill,  and  this  power  becomes  (en  fold 
stronger  and  more  dangerous.  Now  1 he  execniive 
has  not  the  actual  but  the  legal  custody  only  of  the 
public  purse;  barriers,  hitherto  safe  have  been  inter- 
posed. This  bill  not  only  places  the  public  reve- 
nues in  the  legal  but  fine  actual  custody  of  the  exe- 
cutive: it  removes  all  barriers,  all  restrictions;  it 
places  the  custody  ofthe  public  purse  in  the  lands 
of  those  who  will  hold  their  place  at  the  will  ofthe 
president,  who  has  the  power  to  remove  at  plea- 
sure. Sir,  will  an  American  congress  place  this 
fearful  power  in  the  hands  of  the  executive?  Will 
they  place  in  the  hands  of  the  president,  already 
having  the  power  of  the  “sword” — Ihe  power  of 
the  “purse”  also?  For  this  bill  completely  invests 
him  with  the  power  of  the  “purse.”  He  will  hold 
it  in  actual  keeping.  Will  they  commit  their  li- 
berties to  the  keeping  of  any  man?  Will  they  trust 
such  immense  and  such  fearful  means  of  mischief 
in  the  hands  of  any  executive  magistrate? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I shall  make  no  professions  of 
unbounded  confidence  in  any  man.  [ will  not  say 
lliat  I have  more,  or  that  I have  less  confidence  in 
Mr.  Van  Buven  than  in  oilier  men;  but,  sir,  this  is 
a power  which  I would  not  have  committed  to  Geo. 
Washington  himself,  or  any  man  t hat  ever  lived,  or 
now  lives.  Sir,  I will  not  commit  my  liberty  to  the 
keeping  of  any  man.  I fear  all.  li  the  ppople  in- 
tend to  preserve  their  liberties,  they  should  not 
commit  them  to  the  keeping  of  any  man;  but  keep 
them  under  their  own  immediate  care  and  protec- 
tion. A wise  man  said,  “ eternal  watchfulness  is 
the  price  which  the  people  pay  for  liberty.”  Sir,  I 
warn  them  to  watch,  and  tiiat  incessantly;  if  they 
do  not,  fearful  will  be  the  consequences.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  patronage  ofthe  executive  is  already  suf- 
ficiently large  for  the  safety  of  our  free  institutions, 
and  I am  not  willing  to  enlarge  it.  While  on  this 
part  ofthe  subject,  I cannot  refrain  from  recurring 
to  thp  fact,  that  when  general  Jackson’s  protest  lo 
the  resolution  of  the  senate,  charging  him  with  a 
violation  ofthe  constitution  and  the  law,  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  hank  of  the 
United  States,  was  construed  into  a claim  for  the 
executive  of  the  actual  custody  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, he  itn mediately  and  indignantly  repelled  it  in 
a short  explanatory  message.  This  bill  gives  that 
very  custody  which  general  Jackson  indignantly 
repelled,  as  desired  by  him.  Mr.  Chairman,  I trust 
I shall  be  excused  for  recurring  to  my  own  state,  for 
I assure  the  house  I do  not  mean  it  as  in  the  slight- 
est degree  invidious.  But,  sir,  Virginia  has  always 
been  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
this  government,  and  of  the  increase  of  executive 
power.  From  time  to  time,  she  has  raised  her 
voice  against  it.  Even  while  this  constitution  was 
under  diccussion  in  her  convention,  many  of  her 
patriotic  and  distinguished  sons  resisted  its  adop- 
tion from  jealousy  ofthe  overwhelming  power  and 
influence  which  it  would  impart  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  executive  branch  of  it.  Henry, 
with  the  thunders  of  his  eloquence,  denounced  the 
constitution  as  tending  to  absorb  all  power  into  this 
central  government.  Pass  this  bill,  and  you  take 
the  most  important  step  towards  the  fulfilment  of  his 
predictions.  You  at  once,  to  use  his  language,  arm 
the  government  with  the  power  of  the  “sword  and 


the  purse;”  which,  I fear,  will  ultimately  prove  too 
strong  for  the  liberties  of  the  people.  What  might 
not  an  ambitious  aspirant  for  despotic,  uncontrolled 
and  unlimited  power,  not  do  with  such  means  in 
his  hands?  Sir,  if  he  wants  money,  lie  has  only 
to  demand  it  at  the  hands  of  ils  keepers.  If 
they  refuse,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  exercise 
his  constitutional  pofver  of  removal,  and  then 
every  obstacle  is  withdrawn.  And  what  secu- 
rity have  vve,  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  some 
such  man  may  not,  in  the  hour  of  popular  infatua- 
tion and  delusion,  be  elevated  to  the  executive  chair? 
None,  sir,  lor  history  affords  the  important  lesson, 
that  every  tyrant,  who  has  ever  overthrown  the  li- 
berties of  his  country,  has  done  it  under  the  hollow 
professions  of  the  good,  of  the  people,  and  have  often 
made  the  people  the  deluded  victims  of  tueir  own 
destruction.  Itis  enough  forenetosee  that  this  bill 
places  in  the  hands  ofthe  executive, powers  which 
may  be  easily  perverted  to  the  most  dangerous  pur- 
poses to  oppose  it.  Although  those  who  propose 
and  those  who  advocate  it,  may  not  have,  and  I am 
sure  entertain  no  such  design.  But.  sir,  one  of  the 
panaceas  held  out  for  (he  dangers  which  I have  ad- 
verted to,  is  the  reduction  oi  the  expenditures  of 
the  government  to  its  actual  economical  wants. 
Sir,  this  lesson  has  been  often  read  to  this  body; 
yet,  as  often  as  it  has  been  read,  the  expenditures, 
of  the  government  have  as  often  departed  from  the 
true  principle  of  economy.  From  some  cause  or 
other,  our  expenditures  constantly  increase.  For 
these  exlravagancies  in  expenditures,  I do  not  hold 
the  executive  responsible.  I bold  congress  respon- 
sible. It  has  almost  uniformly  appropriated  largely 
beyond  the  executive  recommendations.  Upon  the 
subject  of  appropriations,  a large  number  of  the 
friends  of  Ihe  late  administration  voted  for  appro- 
priations at  war  with  its  opinions;  but  whether 
sanctioned  by  the  executive  or  not,  these  appro- 
priations have  been,  and  will.  I fear,  continue  to  be 
made;  and  the  expenditure,  of  couise,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive,  so  that  the  effect  is  the 
same,  as  far  as  the  question  of  patronage  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I conclude  this  part  of  my  argu- 
ment, by  referring  to  the  following  extract  from 
general  Jackson’s  message  of  December,  1834,  in 
which  he  says: 

“In  the  regulations  which  congress  may 

PRESCRIBE,  RESPECTING  THE  CUSTODY  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  MONEY,  IT  IS  DESIRABLE  THAT  AS  LITTLE 
DISCRETION  AS  MAY  BE  DEEMED  CONSISTENT 
WITH  THEIR  SAFE  KEEPING,  SHOULD  BF.  GIVEN  TO 
executine  agents.  No  one  can  be  more  deeply 
impressed  than  I am  with  the  soundness  of  the  doc- 
trine, which  restrains  and  limits,  "by  specific  pro- 
visions, executive  discretion,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  preservation  of  its  constitu- 
tional character.  In  respect  lo  the  control  over  the 
public  money,  this  doctrine  is  peculiarly  applicable.” 
Gen.  Jackson’s  message,  Dec.  1S35. 

In  every  word  and  every  sentiment  of  which  I 
most  heartily  concur,  and  shall  give  earnest  of  rny 
concurrence  by  voting  against  this  scheme,  which 
is  directly  at  war  with  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  message  ofthe  presi- 
dent, and  the  report  of  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury, 
the  dangerous  political  influence  which  a connec- 
tion between  the  government  and  the  banks  may 
exert  upon  the  integrity  and  liberties  oftlie  country, 
is  urged  as  a reason  for  discontinuing  ihe  connec- 
tion which  has  existed  from  the  foundation  of  the 
government  to  the  present  hour.  Sir,  I am  notonly 
surprised  at  this  reason,  but  the  source  from  which 
it  comes;  for,  sir,  practice  disproves  the  danger,  and 
it  is  directly  at  war  with  the  opinions  of  the  late 
administration,  and  those  previously  expressed  by 
these  high  public  officers.  This  argument  is  di- 
reclly  at  war  with  the  argument  of  Gen.  Jackson’s 
message  of  December,  1334,  upon  this  subject,  in 
which  he  says: 

‘ The  attention  of  congress  is  earnestly  invited 
to  (he  regulation  of  the  deposites  in  the  state  banks, 
bylaw.  Although  the  power  now  exercised  by 
the  executive  department  in  this  behalf,  is  only 
such  as  was  uniformly  exerted  through  every  ad- 
ministration from  the  origin  of  the  government  up 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present  bank,  yet,  it  is 
one  which  is  susceptible  of  regulation  by  law,  and, 
therefore,  ought  so  to  be  regulated.  The  power 
of  congress  to  direct  in  what  places  the  treasurer 
shall  keep  the  moneys  in  the  treasury,  and  to  im- 
pose restrictions  upon  the  executive  authority,  in 
relation  to  their  custody  and  removal,  is  unlimited, 
and  its  exercise  will  rather  be  courted  than  dis- 
couraged by  those  public  officers  and  agents  on 
whom  resls  the  responsibility  for  their  safety.  It 
is  qesirable  that  as  little  power  as  possible  should 
be  left  to  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  treasury 
over  those  institutions — which,  being  thus  freed  from 
executive  influence,  and  without  a common  head  lo 
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direct  their  operations,  would  have  neither  the  lempia- 
lion  nor  the  ability  to  interfere  in  the  political  coa- 
Jlicts  of  the  country.  Not  deriving  their  charters 
from  the  national  authorities,  they  would  never  have 
those  inducements  to  meddle  in  general  elections , 
which  have  led  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
agitate  and  convulse  the  country  for  upwards  of  two 
years." 

Also,  his  message  oh  December,  1835,  in  which 
he  says: 

“By  the  use  of  the  state  banks,  which  do  not 
derive  their  charters  from  the  general  government, 
and  are  not  controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  moneys  of  the  United  Stales  can  be 
collected  and  disbursed  without  loss  or  inconvenience, 
and  that  all  t lie  wants  of  the  community,  in  relation 
to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied  as  well  as 
they  ever  have  been  before.” 

These  sentiments  were  concurred  in  by  the  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  (Mr.  Taney,)  by  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  of  1S34,  in  their  able 
reports,  and  by  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry. I would  now  inquire  what  new  developments 
have  transpired,  to  change  these  decided  and  une- 
quivocal opinions?  What  political  intrigue  has  the 
banks  been  engaged  in?  What  elections  have  they 
interferred  with?  What  political  influence  have  they 
attempted  to  exercise?  and  when?  and  has  it  been 
since  the  last  session  of  congress?  I know  of  none, 
and  I have  heard  of  none.  If  the  opinion  is  merely 
speculative,  then  experience  leads  to  an  opposite 
conclusion.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  simply  refer  to 
facts,  and  draw  from  them  the  most  rational  and  di- 
rect conclusions;  and  every  man  must  be  convinced 
that  this  reason  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  a resort 
to  the  system  now  under  consideration — the  officers 
of  the  banks  hold  their  place  at  the  hands  of  the 
directory;  the  directory,  of  the  stockholders,  and 
thestockholders  atthe  hands ofthe jstate government. 
The  bank  officers,  directors,  and  stockholders, 
none  of  them,  hold  their  place  at  the  discretion  of 
the  federal  executive.  The  only  influence,  then, 
which  the  executive  can  exercise  over  these  insti- 
tutions, will  arise  out  of  the  profit  which  may  be 
derived  fiom  the  use  of  the  public  money,  which 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  deposited  in  their  vaults; 
this  profit,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  benefit  the  banks  to  hazard  the 
displeasure  of  the  state  governments — always  over- 
looking their  operations — and  to  draw  them  into 
any  of  the  corrupt  purposes  of  this  government. 
Under  the  system  proposed,  the  tenure  of  all  the 
officers  holding  the  public  money,  will  be  at  the 
discretion  of  the  president,  without  any  counteract- 
ing influence  whatever.  Let  any  man,  then,  judge 
where  ttiere  is  most  danger  of  executive  influence, 
with  the  banks  or  the  executive  officers.  The  re- 
sponse is  not  doubtful. 

The  next  objection  which  occurs,  to  my  mind, 
is,  that  the  system  proposed  will  exert  a hostile  in- 
fluence upon  state  institutions,  and  be  subversive 
of  state  rights.  Mr.  Chairman,  no  member  has  in- 
timated the  idea,  that  for  a long  period  of  time,  the 
country  can  divest  itself  of  a paper  circulation,  if 
the  soundness  of  the  circulation  is  preserved,  there 
must  be  some  harmony  of  action.  The  natural  war 
which  paper  wages  against  specie,  and  specie 
against  paper,  must  be'avoided.  This  bill,  which 
strikes  at  the  credit  ot  the  banks,  by  excluding 
their  notes  from  payment  of  public  dues,  and  there- 
by necessarily  narrowing  the  boundary  of  their 
circulation  and  lessens  their  profits,  will  necessari- 
ly produce  a counteracting  policy  on  tiie  part  of 
the  banks;  that  policy  will  be  t lie  resort  to  small 
note  issues,  for  in  this  way  alone  can  they  drive 
specie  out  of  circulation  to  enlarge  their  own,  and 
thus  add  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  country. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  the  most  serious  ob- 
jection to  this  bill:  it  will  engender  jealousy  and 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  states  towards  tile  fede- 
ral government;  a state  of  things  greatly  to  be  de- 
precated, and  pregnant  with  great  evils  to  our  in- 
stitutions. Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  think  that  the 
states  will  be  passive  under  the  operation  of  a sys- 
tem which  is  so  blighting  to  institutions  created, 
nourished,  and  matured  "by  them;  and  to  which 
they  are  so  much  indebted  for  their  present  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  their  rapid  march  in  science, 
wealth,  internal  improvements  and  general  prosper- 
ity? Will  they  see  these-  means  of  their  future 
prosperity  sapped  and  destroyed?  I think  not. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  then  arm  this  government  with 
the  power  ot  a bankrupt  law,  in  relation  to  these 
banks,  by  which  aboard  of  commissioners,  appoint- 
ed by  federal  authority,  rnay  discontinue  any  of 
these  institutions,  and  you  at  once  place  them  at 
the  mercy  of  this  government.  This,  sir,  I cannot 
consent  to  do. 

Mr.  Chairman,  every  state  of  the  union,  I do  not 
doubt,  has  some  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the 


credit  of  its  banks.  The  state  of  Virginia  has  in- 
vested in  stock,  in  her  various  banks,  one  million 
six  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  dollars.  They 
are  the  depositories  of  her  internal  improvement 
fund,  and  her  fund  for  the  education  of  the  poor. 
Think  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  she  will  stand  quietly 
by  and  see  these  banks  discredited  and  impaired  to 
the  hazard  of  these  immense  funds  and  their  suc- 
cessful employment,  and  surrender  her  systems  of 
improvement  and  education?  I think  not.  How 
gentlemen  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
people  generally  are  opposed  to  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  I am  at  a loss  to  discern. 
These  institutions  were  all  chartered  by  the  repre- 
sentatives ot  the  people  in  their  respective  state 
legislatures — representatives  who  are  annually 
elected,  and  whose  conduct  is  strictly  scrutinized. 
How  many  have  been  repudiated  by  the  people 
for  incorporating  banks?  Few,  very  few.  How 
many  would  obtain  re-election  after  voting  for 
their  destruction?  Not  one,  I dare  believe.  This 
fact  alone,  sir,  conclusively  proves,  that  the  people 
sustain  these  institutions,  however  much  they  may 
be  disposed  to  correct,  and  no  doubt  will  correct, 
abuses.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  aspect  in 
which  I view  this  subject  as  highly  important,  and 
which  I ain  bound  to  consider.  Sir,  none  of  us 
can  so  far  look  into  the  vista  of  time  as  to  see  what 
even  to-morrow  may  bring  forth,  although  every 
feeling  of  our  hearts  may  linger  around  this  union 
with  the  deepest  filial  regard  and  solicitude,  yet  ori 
the  tide  of  time,  and  amidst  the  storm  of  events  it 
may  be  shivered  into  atoms.  It  is  prurient  at  all 
times  to  be  prepared  for  events  which  we  most  ar- 
dently deprecate,  but  which  rnay  by  possibility  oc- 
cur. To  meet  any  contingency,  then,  which  com- 
ing events  may  produce,  should  not  the  states 
strengthen  their  internal  resources,  improve  their 
strength,  and  cherish  those  institutions  which  might, 
in  coming  events,  be  indispensable  to  their  safety? 
The  states,  entertaining  these  views,  will  not  be 
disposed  to  submit  to  any  system  which  may  im- 
pair their  strength  and  dry  up  their  resources.  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  in  the  progress  ot  our  history  I 
saw  this  government  claiming  the  constitutional 
power  to  charter  a national  bank,  to  construct  a 
system  of  internal  improvements  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  states,  and  the  power  of  taxing  the 
country  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, iny  fears  that  all  the  powers  of  government 
.would  be  concentrated  into  this  great  central  power, 
were  greatly  aroused.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
thisgovernment  not  only  seeks  to  disconnect  itself 
from  the  state  banks,  and  then  in  the  form  of  a 
bankrupt  law  hold  over  them  a power  which  in  its 
exercise  may  destroy  every  one  of  them,  my  jeal- 
ousy is  increased.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I deny  to 
this  government  the  power  in  this  way  to  interfere 
with  institutions  chartered  by  the  states,  having  the 
clear  and  decided  constitutional  authority  to  do  so. 
Sir,  can  it  be  that  this  government  is  invested  with 
power  to  impair,  or  in  any  way  embarrass,  the  ope- 
ration of  the  clear  constitutional  powers  reserved 
to  the  states?  If  it  has,  where  is  the  limitation? 
What  institution  may  it  not  reach?  what  power 
may  not  be  impaired?  These  views,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, have  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion, 
which  many  of  the  distinguished  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration formerly  entertained,  that  this  war 
upon  the  state  banks  is  a war  upon  stale  rights.  1 
speak  of  it  as  the  tendency,  not  as  the  design  of 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
have  referred  us  to  the  examples  of  France  and  En- 
gland as  worthy  of  imitation  in  the  receipt,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  ol  their  revenues,  and 
to  enlighten  us  upon  this  subject,  have  had  a view 
of  their  systems  printed  and  laid  upon  our  desks. 
Sir,  their  systems  are  essentially  ours,  for  in  their 
whole  fiscal  operations  the  banks  are  the  principal 
agents.  But,  sir,  I shall  not  look  to  the  monarchies 
and  despotisms  of  Europe  for  examples  in  so  regu- 
lating the  fiscal  agency  of  this  government  as  to  se- 
cure the  liberties  ofthe  people  and  our  free  institu- 
tions. Sir,  the  actual  custody  of  the  public  money 
in  Europe  by  the  governments,  is  accompanied 
with  the  employment  of  immense  standing  armies, 
who  suppress  and  keep  down  liberal  sentiments, 
and  preserve  unbroken  the  fetters  with  which  the 
oppressed  people  are  manacled  and  bound  down. 
Sir,  it  was  left  for  republican  America,  for  a free 
people,  to  devise  a plan  by  which  the  public  purse 
can  be  so  kept  as  to  be  accessable  to  the  executive 
for  all  legal  disbursements,  and  yet  so  withheld 
from  its  actual  custody  as  to  place  it  beyond  the 
power  of  abuse.  Such  has  been  the  e.ffect  of  the 
bank  system  heretofore — such,  I fear,  will  not  be 
the  effect  ofthe  proposed  system  if  adopted. 

I have  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  presented  my  objec- 
tions openly  and  fearlessly,  and  upon  my  responsibi- 
lity to  my  constituents.  I may  be  mistaken,  and 


time  may  expose  the  error;  yet,  sir,  until  the  falla- 
cy of  these  objections  are  made  manifest,  I must 
respectfully,  to  all  with  whom  I differ,  but  firmly 
and  decidedly,  oppose  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
executive. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  attempted  to  prove 
the  safety  and  capacity  of  the  state  hanks  as  fiscal 
and  commercial  agents,  shown  their  present  solven- 
cy, vindicated  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  then- 
course  in  suspending  specie  payments,  and  urged 
my  objections  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  I will  now- 
otter  to  the  committee  a few  briel  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  which,  bv  the  kind  indul- 
gence ol  the  house,  I have  had  the  honor  of  laying- 
before  it. 

The  scheme  which  I have  presented  is  substan- 
tially the  “currency  bill”  which  passed  both  houses 
of  congress  at  the  late  session  of  congress,  and 
which  was  retained  by  the  late  president  under  the 
apprehension  that  its  construction  might  require 
the  intervention  of  the  judiciary,  on  "account  of 
some  supposed  ambiguity  in  its  language.  The 
substantial  features  of  this  bill,  require  the  notes  of 
all  specie  paying  banks  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  public  revenues,  whether  derived  from  fo- 
reign importations,  public  lands,  or  any  other  source, 
and  restrict  any  distinction  between  ditierent 
branches  ofthe  revenue,  and  for  the  purpose  ol  en- 
larging the  specie  circulation  of  the  country,  by 
such  a gradual  process  as  lo  prevent  any  shock  in 
the  business  and  comm  ice  of  the  country.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  notes  of  no  specie  paying  banks  shall 
be  received  which  shall  not  immediately  discontinue 
the  issue  and  circulation  otall  notes  under  five  dol- 
lars, and  at  given  periods  thereafter,  all  notes  under 
ten  and  twenty  dollars.  It  also  provides  for  the 
continuance  of  such  of  the  present  deposite  banks 
as  are  sound  and  in  good  credit,  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  upon  the  condition  of  a fiord  inn- 
such  collateral  security  as  the  secretary  of  t lie  trea” 
sury,  in  tne  exercise  of  a sound  discretion,  may 
prescribe.  This  bill  only  presents  the  general  fea- 
tures of  a scheme  which  may  be  matured  by  amend- 
ments adapted  to  the  present  embariassed  and 
emergent  condition  ofthe  country. 

This  bill  also  proposes  a restriction  of  the  number 
of  state  batiks  to  be  continued  as  depositories  ofthe 
public  money  within  such  bounds  as  to  make  it 
their  interest  to  adopt  the  measures  of  reform  in  the 
currency  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary lor  its  extension,  its  credit,  arid  its  soundness. 
This  number  will  he  in  the  discretion  of  congress. 
This  plan  had  the  countenance,  and  was  recom- 
mended by  the  late  administration,  as  well  as  by  the 
present  secretary  ofthe  treasury.  It  was  earnest- 
ly and  repeatedly  urged,  and  many  ofthe  states  have 
adapted  their  legislation  to  its  principles,  and  there 
is  now  no  just  cause  for  its  abandonment — nor  lias 
the  present  state  of  things  stripped  it  of  any  of  its 
advantages  or  benefits.  I think  I have  satisfactorily 
proved,  unless  it  be  necessary  to  the  correctness  of 
the  system  that  banking  institutions  should  be  in- 
fallible and  conducted  by  infallible  men,  which  is 
unattainable. 

In  presenting  this  scheme,  I have  done  it  under 
the  impression  which  seems  generally  to  prevail,  that 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  would  not  be 
abandoned,  and  that  their  notes  under  those  modifi- 
cations and  restrictions  which  experience  might, 
from  time  to  time,  prove  to  be  necessary,  would  con- 
stitute a material  part  of  the  currency  of  the  country. 
If  this  impression  be  true,  and  notes  of  hanks  shall 
continue  to  constitute  a material  part  of  the  cur- 
rency ofthe  country,  I regard  it  as  strictly  proper, 
and,  indeed,  necessary,  that  the  federal  government 
should  so  regulate  its  action  in  reference  to  the 
currency,  which  the  states,  in  the  exeicise  of  their 
sovereign  lights,  have  thrown  into  circulation,  as  to 
give  to  it  as  much  credit  and  soundness  as  possible, 
because  by  such  a course,  the  intercourse  between 
the  states  will  be  more  regular,  more  uniform,  more 
harmonious,  more  convenient,  and  more  cordial. 
But  it  is  said  by  some  that  congress  has  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  legitamize  bank  notes  so  far  as  to 
compel  the  government  to  receive  them.  Sir,  this 
notion  is  of  modern  origin,  and  is  opposed  to  the 
principles  upon  which  this  government  has  acted 
from  almost  its  foundation.  It  is  true  this  govern- 
ment has  no  power  to  emit  paper  money,  it  can  make 
nothing  but  metal  "money,"  for  that  is  the  standard 
of  value  of  the  world.  But  there  is  a material  dis- 
tinction between  coining  money  and  receiving  pub- 
lic dues.  I do  not  see  any  constitutional  restriction 
upon  the  government  in  receiving  a promise  to  pay 
in  a bank  note,  or  in  a merchant’s  bond,  for  either 
is  a mere  credit.  I do  not  doubt  the  power  of  the 
government  to  receive  its  dues  in  any  thing  it  mav 
deem  most  expedient,  and  such  has  been  its  con- 
stant and  undeviating  practice. 

The  bill  which  I have  submitted,  proposes  also 
to  enlarge  the  specie  circulation  of  the  country,  by 
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gradually  retiring-  the  notes  of  smaller  denomination, 
and  introducing  in  their  stead,  a metallic  circula- 
tion. This,  sir,  I propose,  step  by  step,  to  do,  until 
the  metallic  circulation  shall  be  so  enlarged,  as  to 
confine  the  material  paper  circulation  to  their  legi- 
timate sphere,  commercial  transactions.  And  until 
the  metallic  basis  shall  assume  such  a relation  lo 
the  paper  circulation  as  to  secure,  without  difficul- 
ty, the  convertibility  of  the  paper  into  specie.  It 
is  an  admitted  principle,  that  notes  and  coin  of  the 
same  denomination  will  not  circulate  together. 
The  superior  value  of  the  coin  makes  it  a subject 
of  commerce,  and  it  always  seeks  distant  employ- 
ment, when  there  is  a local  and  less  valuable  cur- 
rency to  supply  its  local  circulation.  The  plan 
which  1 propose,  seeks  to  prevent  this  effect  by  re- 
stricting the  circulation  of  notes  to  an  amount  above 
the  denomination  of  any  coin  in  circulation,  so  as 
to  that  amount,  to  render  coin  indispensable;  and 
il  by  the  operation  of  this  plan  it  shall  be  found  ex- 
pedient still  farther  to  restrict  the  denomination  of 
bank  notes,  it  can  be  done  by  the  aid  of  that  expe 
rience,  which  the  progress  of  the  plan  will  unfold; 
which  will  be  a sure  guide  to  truth.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  I shall  not  find  it  necessary  to 
do  much  more  than  refer  to  the  experience  of  two 
of  the  most  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  the  opinions  of  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  financiers  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of 
England  in  1793  became  seriously  and  alarmingly 
embarrassed,  on  account  of  the  immense  reduction 
of  her  bullion,  and  the  heavy  demands  of  depositors, 
the  result  of  which  was  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments; up  to  this  time,  the  bank  was  not  authorized 
to  issue  notes  of  less  denomination  than  5 pounds, 
to  prevent  driving  from  circulation  coin  of  small 
denominations.  The  suspension  was  legalized  by 
act  of  parliament,  and  the  bank  to  supply  the  va- 
cuum created  by  the  withdrawal  from  circulation 
of  small  coin,  which  had  been  exported  to  the  emi- 
nent, was  authorized  to  issue  notes  of  £1  and  £2 
denominations.  These  notes  were  issued  to  a large 
amount,  and  circulated  to  a great  extent,  the1  result 
was,  what  always  will  be,  the  expulsion  from  circu- 
lation of  nearly  all  coins  of  the  same  denominations. 
Such  were  the  effects  of  this  act  in  enlarging  the 
issues  of  the  paper  medium  of  England,  and  expel- 
ling its  bullion,  that  after  many  efforts,  in  1826,  this 
law  was  repealed,  and  the  bank  required  in  1829  to 
restrict  its  paper  to  the  issue  of  £5  notes  and  over. 
The  effect  of  this  repeal,  has  been  so  to  enlarge  the 
specie,  as  to  secure  the  convertibility  of  the  paper 
circulation.  The  Bank  of  France  is  prohibited 
from  issuing  notes  below  five  hundred  francs, about 
93  dollars  of  our  money.  This  bank  was  charter- 
ed in  1SOO,  and  the  restriction  imposed  in  1S04. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  notwithstanding  the 
calamities  of  war,  two  invasions,  and  several  com- 
mercial revulsions,  the  currency  of  France  has  re- 
mained sound  and  uniform,  and  the  paper  of  the 
bank  in  good  credit.  Austria  and  Russia,  who  are 
making  vigorous  exertions  to  enlarge  their  com- 
merce, have  adopted  the  Bank  of  France  as  a model 
for  their  imitation,  and  have  incorporated  banks 
upon  the  same  principle.  It  would  seem  to  me, 
that  with  such  examples  before  us,  there  could  be 
little  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill  which  I propose.  But,  sir,  I will  add  to 
this  evidence,  by  citing  the  opinions  of  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  statesmen  and  financiers  of 
Great  Britain,  who  were  witnesses  of  the  operation 
of  the  bank  restriction  in  England,  and  its  in  jurious 
effects  upon  the  currency  of  the  country.  The  ce- 
lebrated Edmund  Burk,  among  the  last  letters 
which  he  ever  wrote,  in  one  addressed  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning, upon  the  subject  of  the  issuing  ofsmall  notes, 
said:  “ Tell  Mr.  Pitt,  that  if  he  consents  to  the  issue 
of  one  pound  notes,  he  will  never  see  a guinea 
again.”  This  prophecy  was  well  nigh  being  fulfil- 
led, and  was  probably  only  prevented  from  fulfill- 
ment by  the  repeal  of  the  restriction.  Mr.  Huskis- 
son,  one  of  the  purest  and  one  of  the  ablest  of 
statesmen,  and  one  of  the  most  skilful  financiers  of 
this  or  any  other  age,  in  a speech  delivered  in  par- 
liament, on  the  I5tli  day  of  February,  1S22,  upon 
the  agricultural  distresses  of  Great  Britain,  said: 

“In  England  it  stili  formed  a considerable  part  of 
our  circulation,  there  being  then  no  circulating  pa- 
per under  five,  and  oniy  to  a small  extent,  under 
ten  pounds.  The  first  effect  of  this  restriction  was, 
to  add  to  the  paper  circulation  by  enlarged  issues, 
not  only  from  the  national  banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  but  also  from  all  the  country  banks.  This 
addition  continued  gradually  to  increase,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  notes  under  five  pounds.  Every  in- 
crease for  the  first  two  or  three  years  was  a diminu- 
tion in  the  value  of  money,  but  not  a depreciation. 
Why?  Because  the  gold  left  the  country,  as  the 
paper  became  ids  substitute,  and  by  this  process, 
the  exchanges  were  kept  at  or  near  par.  The  ef- 


fect of  this  exportation  of  our  coin  was  every  where 
to  lower  the  value  of  money,  and  by  so  doing,  to 
keep  it  upon  a level  with  its  diminished  value  in 
this  country. 

“In  the  progress  of  this  operation,  the  United 
Kingdom  was  drained  of  all  its  gold.  There  vvould, 
however,  have  been  no  real  depreciation  of  the  pa- 
per substituted  in  its  stead,  if,  by  imposing  proper 
limits  upon  the  issues  of  that  paper,  the  par  of  ex- 
change with  foreign  countries  (which  is  necessa- 
rily equivalent  with  the  standard  of  the  gold  coin 
in  this  country)  had  been  made  the  criterion  of  its 
value.  But  the  issues  of  paper  not  being  confined 
within  those  limits,  depreciation  took  place. 

“The  consequence,  therefore,  of  the  bank  restric- 
tion was  two-lold; — first,  a diminution  in  the  value 
of  money  generally,  but  without  depreciation;  and 
secondly,  a depreciation  specially  super-added  in 
this  country,  the  degree  of  which,  at  any  particular 
period,  was  the  difference  between  the  standard  and 
the  market  price  of  gold.  By  the  first  result,  the 
price  of  commodities,  including  of  course  all  the 
raw  productions  of  the  soil,  was  raised  generally. 
By  the  second,  this  general  rise  of  prices  was  car- 
ried still  further  in  this  country,  in  proportion  to 
the  depreciation.  The  actual  depreciation,  there- 
fore,  as  it  was  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  rise  of  pri- 
ces (speaking  now  of  that  rise  only  in  as  far  as  it 
was  influenced  by  changes  in  the  value  of  money) 
during  (he  war,  so  it  cannot  be  taken  as  the  mea- 
sure of  the  fall  of  prices  since  1819,  unless  we 
could  have  got  rid  of  the  depreciation  without  re- 
calling into  our  own  use  a part  of  the  gold  which 
had  been  exported,  or  in  any  degree  diminishing 
the  extent  in  which  credit  had  become  a substitute 
for  actual  payments.  That  fall  must  be  still  great- 
er, if,  instead  of  importing  gold  for  circulation  here, 
the  greatest  part  of  it  has  been  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation in  other  countries,  to  be  buried  in  the 
vaults  and  cellars  of  the  bank.  The  proportion  of 
the  rise  of  prices  generally  during  the  war,  and  of 
fall  since  the  peace,  not  in  England  only,  but  in 
all  other  countries,  from  these  alternate  operations, 
may  be  difficult  to  estimate;  but  it  must  be  consi- 
derable; and  the  more  so,  as  other  countries,  as 
well  as  England,  had  also  a depreciated  paper,  and 
have  since  endeavored  to  replace  it  by  a metallic 
currency.” 

In  a speech,  delivered  by  him  on  the  10th  day  of 
February,  on  the  bank  charter  bill,  he  said: 

“If  they  wished  for  a proof  of  the  value  of  a stea- 
dy, unchangeable  currency,  they  had  it  in  the  ex- 
ample of  France.  That  country  had  been  twice  in- 
vaded; twice  had  her  capital  been  taken  possession 
of;  and  she  had  been  compelled,  in  1S16  and  1S17, 
to  pay  large  sums  to  foreign  countries  for  corn. 
But  she  had  a steady  metallic  currency;  and  how- 
ever such  visitations  might  have  affected  the  great 
— however  the  extensive  contractor  might  have 
been  in  jured  or  ruined — the  great  body  of  the  po- 
pulation remained  unmolested.  The  storm  which 
uprooted  the  forest  tree,  had  passed  over  without 
injuring  the  humble  reed;  and  this  was  mainly  to 
be  attributed  to  the  permanent  footing  upon  which 
the  currency  of  the  country  had  been  placed. 

“If  the  plan  of  his  right  honorable  friend  was 
carried  into  execution,  he  was  satisfied  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  making  the  country  banker  as 
sensitive  on  the  subject  of  the  exchanges,  and  as 
watchful  of  any  unfavorable  turn  which  might  take 
place  in  them,  as  the  Bank  of  England  now  was. 
He  would  carefully  watch  the  circumstances  which 
were  calculated  to  bring  gold  into,  or  send  it  out 
of,  the  country;  and  this  caution  being  timely  im- 
pressed upon  him,  the  danger  would,  in  a measure, 
be  passed.  There  would  then  be  no  fear  of  any  agi- 
tation or  convulsion  in  the  country,  as  (he  interest 
of  every  banker  would  compel  him  to  provide  him- 
self for  any  coming  emergency;  in  other  words, 
every  country  banker  would  feel  an  equal  interest 
with  the  Bank  of  England,  in  watching  the  state  of 
the  currency,  and  guarding  against  its  fluctuations. 

“If,  then,  it  was  necessary,  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  that  the  currency  should  be  estab- 
lished on  a sound  and  solid  foundation,  and  that 
the  country  banks  should  be  prevented  from  draw- 
ing the  metallic  currency  out  of  the  kingdom,  by 
the  issue  of  these  small  notes,  the  next  question 
was— whether  this  was  a proper  time  for  carrying 
the  measure  into  execution?  But  before  he  touch- 
ed upon  this,  perhaps  it  would  be  proper  that  he 
should  make  one  preliminary  observation  respect- 
ing the  country  banks.  He  was  far  from  being 
hostile  to  these  banks.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  they  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  coun- 
try, provided  they  were  placed  under  proper  regu- 
lations. He  wished  to  save  these  banks  themselves 
from  the  consequences  of  their  own  proceedings — 
from  the  liability  of  each  to  be  ruined  by  the  failure 
of  the  others.  But,  to  effect  this,  they  must  be 
prevented  from  issuing  paper,  as  low  as  the  highest 


denomination  of  the  metallic  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. They  must  not  be  permitted  to  issue  their 
one-pound  notes — corresponding  with  the  sovereign 
— the  highest  denomination  of  metallic  currency. 
To  give  them  the  privilege  of  making  such  issues 
wasj  in  fact,  to  permit  them  to  assume  the  powers 
of  the  prerogative.  Let  them  continue  to  issue  pa- 
per, and  to  extend  an  act  upon  their  credit;  but  let 
them  not  issue  their  small  notes,  and  thereby  trench 
upon  the  prerogative.” 

In  the  same  debates  these  opinions  were  concur- 
red in  by  many  other  distinguished  men,  and  final- 
ly prevailed.  This  bill,  as  I before  remarked,  is  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
late  president,  Mr.  Taney,  Mr.  Woodbury,  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  of  1834,  before  refer- 
red to,  and  in  fact  was  the  leading  policy  of  the 
late  administration.  To  prove  this  and  to  supply 
arguments  of  more  force  and  weight  than  I am  ca- 
pable of  urging,  I quote  from  gen.  Jackson's  mes- 
sage of  December,  1834.  Speaking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  says:  “Those  institutions,  (the  state 
banks,)  have  already  shown  themselves  competent 
to  purchase,  and  furnish  domestic  exchange  for  the 
convenience  of  trade,  at  reasonable  rates,  and  not  a 
doubt  is  entertained  that  in  a short  period,  all  the 
WANTS  OF  THE  COUNTRY  IN  BANK  ACCOMMO- 
DATIONS and  exchange,  will  be  supplied  as 
promptly  and  cheaply  as  they  have  heretofore  been 
by  the  "bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the  several 
states  shall  be  induced  gradually  to  reform  their 
banking  systems,  and  prohibit  the  issue  of  all 
small  notes,  we  shall,  in  a few  years,  have  a 
currency  as  sound,  and  as  little  liable  to  fluctuations, 
as  any  other  commercial  country.” 

In  his  annual  message  of  December,  1835,  gen. 
Jackson  said: 

“It  is  also  ascertained,  that  instead  of  being  ne- 
cessarily made  to  promote  the  evils  of  an  uncheck- 
ed paper  system,  the  management  of  the  revenue 
can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  the  le- 
gislatures of  several  of  the  states  have  already  com- 
menced in  regai  d to  the  suppression  oi  small 
bills;  and  which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper 
regulations  on  the  part  of  congress,  to  secure  a 
practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  currency,  to  the  constitutional  medium. 
Severed  from  the  government  as  political  engines, 
and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extension  and 
combination,  the  state  banks  will  not  be  tempted, 
nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen 
exercised,  to  divert  the  public  funds  from  the  legiti- 
mate purposes  of  the  government.  The  collection 
and  custody  of  the  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary, 
a source  of  credit  to  them,  will  increase  the  securi- 
ty which  the  states  provide  for  a faithful  execution 
of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying  the  scrutinies  to 
which  their  operations  and  accounts  will  be  sub- 
jected. Thus  disposed,  as  well  Irom  interest  as 
the  obligations  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  such  conditions  as  congress  may  see  fit  to 
adopt,  respecting  the  deposites  in  these  institutions, 
with  a view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills, 
will  be  cheerfully  complied  will);  and  that  we  shall 
soon  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  ol  the  United 
States,  a practical  reform  in  the  whole  paper  system 
of  the  country.  If,  by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimate- 
ly witness  the  suppression  of  all  bank  bills  below 
twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent  that  gold  and  silver 
will  take  their  place,  and  become  the  principal  cir- 
culating medium  in  the  common  business  ol  the 
farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country.  The  at- 
tainment of  such  a result  will  form  an  era  in 
the  history  of  our  country  which  will  be  dwelt 
upon  with  delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its 
liberty  and  independence.  It  will,  lighten  the 
great  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  col- 
lected from  the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to 
revive  and  perpetuate  those  habits  of  economy  and 
simplicity  which  are  so  congenial  to  the  character 
of  republicans,  than  all  the  legislation  which  has 
yet  been  attempted. 

This  plan  will  so  imperceptibly  retrieve  the  paper 
and  introduce  the  metallic  circulation  as  to  produce 
not  the  slightest  shock  or  embarrassment  in  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  country,  or  reduc- 
tion in  the  value  of  property.  Property,  the  value  ol 
which  has  been  regulated  by  the  present  currency, 
will  retain  its  existing  standard,  and  the  country 
gradually  recover  from  its  depressed  and  ruinous 
condition. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  full  excess  of  paper 
circulation  will  be  kept  up. by  the  enlarged  issues 
of  notes  of  the  larger  denomination — this  cannot  be 
so.  The  commerce  and  business  of  the  country 
can  only  bear  a fixed  amount  of  circulation — all  ex- 
cesses must  and  will  be  reduced — a fixed  amount  of 
money  can  only  be  necessary  to  the  commerce  and 
business  of  the  country.  Of  that  fixed  amount,  as 
specie  is  enlarged  so  must  paper  be  reduced,  and  as 
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specie  is  reduced  so  must  paper  be  enlarged,  as 
the  plan  which  I propose  requiresa  mixed  circula- 
tion of  metal  and  paper;  i propose  to  reach  such  a 
proportion  of  the  metallic,  as  will  make  certain  the 
convertibiliiy  of  paper  into  specie,  which  will  al- 
ways secure  a sound  currency.  These  are  the  ob- 
jects which  I have  *in  view’,  and  I confidently  be- 
lieve the  scheme  which  I have  otfered,  will  effect  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  bill  I firmly  believe,  with  the 
aid  some  provisions  which  may  be  attached  to  it, 
adapted  to  the  present  emergency,  is  well  calculat- 
ed speedily  to  remove  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country.  Sir,  as  l have  argued,  confidence  is  all 
that  is  necessary  to  enable  the  banks,  in  a short 
time,  to  resume  specie  payments,  this  bill  extends 
that  confidence,  holds  out  to  them  a strong  induce- 
ment to  resume,  and  promises  a restoration  of  their 
fiscal  agency  on  that  resumption.  This,  sir,  is  bet- 
ter than  all  your  penalties  and  all  your  divorces. 

Mr.  Chairman,  f well  know  that  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  reform  which  all  desire,  the  aid  of  the  state 
governments  must  be  invoked.  This  aid  I do  not 
doubt  w'ili  be  afforded,  not  only  from  considerations 
of  patriotism,  but  of  interest;  for  every  state  is 
deeply  and  importantly  interested  in  securing  a 
sound  currency,  both  as  relates  to  their  own  domes- 
tic concerns  and  their  commercial  connection  with 
the  other  states.  They  cannot  flourish — they  can- 
not prosper  without  it,  and  this  is  a guarantee  that 
as  the  errors  in  their  systems  develope  themselves 
they  will  correct  them.  Sir,  1 do  not  doubt  that 
they  will  perlorm  their  duty  to  themselves  and  to 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  heard  much  play,  and 
much  emphasis  upon  the  term  divorce  of  bank  and 
state.  It  is  calculated  to  call  up  those  feelings  of 
abhorrence  against  the  union  of  church  and  state, 
out  of  which  so  much  mischief  to  the  lives  and  li- 
berties of  mankind  has  grown,  which  the  people 
of  the  United  so  justly  entertain.  Sir,  are  not  these 
institutions  the  very  creation  of  government?  Did 
not  government  impart  to  them  form,  substance 
and  action;  and  now’  we  are  to  divorce  the  gov- 
ernment from  them!  I know,  sir,  that  these  in- 
stitutions were  created  by  the  state  governments; 
yet,  sir,  unless  all  their  powers  are  buried  in  the 
powers  of  this  government  they  wrere  created  by 
governments  having  the  power  to  do  so.  This  po- 
litical connection,  so  much  desecrated  and  abhorred 
in  these  latter  days,  is  as  dangerous  to  the  state  go- 
vernments as  to  this,  yet  the  states  do  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  destroy  their  banking  institutions;  and  I 
am  sure,  will  defend  them  against  the  reckless  war 
now  waged  against  them.  Sir,  this  term  divorce 
will  not  take — you  had  as  well  talk  of  a divorce  be- 
tween man  and  wife,  while  they  are  indisposed  to 
it  from  considerations  not  of  affection  only,  but  of 
interest  also. 

One  word  more  in  relation  to  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  to  show  the  proprie- 
ty and  wisdom  of  the  measure.  When  the  suspen- 
sion took  place,  it  was  supposed  by  many,  perhaps 
by  most  persons,  that  upon  its  being  known  in 
England,  there  would  be  an  immediate  prostration 
of  the  commercial  credit  of  the  United  States,  and, 
as  a consequence,  the  destruction  of  the  houses  in 
England,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
American  houses.  But  no  such  thing  happened. 
Confidence  was  not  diminished,  but  improved. 
They  saw  the  thing  at  once  in  its  true  light — they 
saw  it  was  a measure  of  relief  to  the  merchants  of 
the  United  States,  which  would  give  them  time  to 
gather  in  their  resources,  and  finally  make  good 
their  payments  in  England:  Whereas,  if  the  se- 

vere pressure,  necessary  to  continue  the  payment 
of  specie  by  the  banks,  had  been  kept  on,  they 
must  have  been  ruined,  arid  through  them  the 
people  who  were  in  debt.  This  was  a sound  view 
of  the  subject.  In  addition  to  this,  the  states  con- 
tinue to  use  them  as  depositories,  and  to  receive 
their  notes  in  payment  of  theirtaxes.  Why,  then, 
should  there  be  so  much  alarm  here ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I admit  that  there  are  serious 
evils  connected  with  our  banking  system.  I ad- 
mit that  there  are  crying  and  grievous  abuses, 
which  require  to  be  corrected;  and  I will  go  as  far 
as  any  man  in  applying  the  knife  and  cutting  off 
these  abuses.  Nor,  sir,  am  I disposed,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  to  countenance  the  refusal  of  the  banks 
to  resume  specie  payments  in  a reasonable  length 
ot  time.  While  the  country  may  be  disposed  to 
endure  this  state  of  things  as  long  as  it  is  necessary 
and  proper,  it  will  not — it  ought  not  to  endure  a 
t canton  and  unnecessary  delav.  The  foreign  debt  is 
rapidly  extinguishing;  the  elastic  energy  of  the 
country  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  overcoming  all 
embarrassments;  soon,  very  soon,  all  pretext  will  be 
removed  for  continuing  the  suspension,  and  the 
banks  will  merit  the  stern  and  withering  rebuke  of 
every  patriot,  if  they  persist  in  their  refusal  to  re- 
sume payments  in  specie.  Sir,  my  course  upon 


the  present  occasion  is  not  dictated  by  an}'  interest 
which  I take  for  the  banks,  separate  and  apart  from 
the  people:  I only  look  to  their  interest  and  their  se- 
curity, as  connected  with  that  of  the  people,  so 
deeply  involved  w ith  them,  t consider  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  people  as  deeply  and  materially 
concerned,  and  their  prosperity  endangered. 

I have  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee my  views  of  this  deep,  this  vital,  this  enter- 
esting  question  to  this  nation.  I have  exhibited 
the  opinions  entertained  by  the  late  administration 
and  the  prominent  friends  of  the  present;  and  hav- 
ing done  so,  confidently  and  feailessly  appeal  to  the 
American  people,  to  determine  whether  I deserve 
to  be  stigmatized  as  a traitor,  or  shot  as  a deserter. 
Sir.  if  an  adherence  to  the  opinions  heretofore  en- 
tertained by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  not- 
withstanding they  have  abandoned  them,  is  deser- 
tion, I am  guilty,  and  will  meet  the  fate  which 
awaits  me  without  murmur.  My  opinions  are  un- 
changed, and  r.o  fear  ot  personal  consequences  shall 
change  them.  My  constituents  are  unchanged,  so 
far  as  I have  learned;  at  any  event,  they  have  not 
instructed  me  to  vote  contrary  to  my  former  opin- 
ions, and  until  they  do,  I will  vole  against  your 
sub-treasury  scheme,  in  spite  of  denunciation,  or 
any  other  consequence  which  may  follow.  I re- 
gard that  scheme  as  containing  the  elements  of  de- 
struction to  the  purity  of  the  government,  Ike  rights  of 
the  slates  and.  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Sir,  so  ob- 
noxious is  it  to  me,  that  although  there  is  no  con- 
stitutional objection  in  the  way,  I would  infinitely 
prefer  resigning  my  seat  here,  to  voting  lor  it.  I 
do  not  call  into  question  the  sincerity  of  gentlemen 
who  have  changed,  but  I protest  that  because  I can- 
not change  also,  I should  be  denounced. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I am  to  be  tried  on  a charge  of 
desertion,  the  administration  shall  not  judge  me;  its 
friends  on  this  floor  shall  not  judge  me — I will  be 
tried  by  my  constituents  alone — they  know  what  opin- 
ions they  sent  me  here  to  sustain — they  know  which 
I have  deserted,  and  which  I have  maintained.  I 
will  meet  them  and  let  them  pronounce  the  judg- 
ment; and  if  that  judgment  shall  be— guilty,  they 
alone  shall  be  my  executioners — by  their  confidence, 
I came  here — by  their  command  I am  ready  to  re- 
tire. To  them  and  their  justice  I commit  myself. 
I will  say  to  them,  that, 

Bound  by  no  party’s  arbitrary  sway, 

I’ll  follow  truth,  uiker’er  it  leads  the  way. 

APPENDIX. 

Comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Far- 
mer's bank  of  Virginia  and  branches,  on  the  1st 


and  Sth  days  of  June, 

1S37,  and  on  the 

lsf  day  of 

September,  1S37. 

1st  June. 

1st  Sept. 

Bills  dis.  at  Richmond, 

$2,540,S04  $2,260,796 

Norfolk, 

848,705 

767,091 

Petersburg, 

602,299 

526,576 

Fredericksburg,  497,865 

536,318 

Lynchburg, 

526,877 

588,122 

Winchester, 

419,999 

408,502 

Danville, 

402,214 

290,029 

5,849,763 

5,477,283 

Showing  an  aggregate  decrease  of  $'372,380,  in 
the  outstanding  bills  discounted  between  the  1st 
day  of  June  and  the  1st  day  of  September,  1837. 
The  specie  on  band  on  the  1st  Septem- 


ber, 1837,  was  $425,234 

On  the  Sth  day  of  June,  it  was  412,672 


Showing  an  increase  of  specie  12,562 


The  notes  of  other  banks  on  band  on  1st 

September,  1837,  was  $218,841 

On  the  Sth  of  June,  1837,  they  amounted  to  127,842 


Showing  an  increase  of  90,999 

The  aggregate  balances  due  by  the  other  banks, 
was,  on  1st  September,  $45,074 

On  the  8th  June,  they  amounted  to  20,267 


Showing  an  increase  of  24,807 

The  notes  in  circulation  on  1st  Sept.  1S37, 

were,  2,196,604 

The  deposite  money  at  same  time  was, 

Individuals,  900,833 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  118,173 


$3,215,610 

The  liabilities  on  Sth  June,  1837,  were, 

Notes  in  circulation,  $1,963,942 
Individual  deposites,  1,500,076 
Treasurer  of  U.  States,  297,047 

3,761,065 

Showing  a diminished  liability  equal  to  545,455 


The  contingent  fund  to  cover  losses  was 


on  1st  September  $369,771 

It  was  on  the  Sth  June,  277,412 


Increase,  92.369 

The  whole  bad  and  doubtful  debts  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember, 1837,  were  estimated  as  follows: 

At  Richmond,  $59,398 

Norfolk,  226,036 

Petersburg,  6,100 

Lynchburg,  0,000 

Fredericksburg,  3,950 

Winchester,  17,52G 

Danville,  1,000 


In  all,  324,003 

While  the  contingent  fund  is  as  above 
stated,  369,771 


From  the  foregoing,  the  following  statement  may 
be  made,  showing  the  increased  active  means, 
and  the  diminished  liabilities  of  the  bank,  viz: 


Increase  of  specie,  $12,562 

Do.  of  notes  of  other  banks,  90,999 

Do.  of  debts  due  by  other  banks,  24,S07 

Do.  of  contingent  fund,  92,366 

Decrease  of  notes  in  circulation,  &c.  545,455 


Making  in  all,  776,192 


Against  which,  the  loan  from  the  commonwealth, 
under  (he  act  of  24th  June,  1837,  may  be  made  an 
otfsett. 


Condition  of  the  Boston  banks,  omitting  Massachu- 
setts, Franklin,  and  Lafayette  banks,  at  the  close 
of  business,  Sept.  16,  1837,  agreeably  to  returns 
made  to  the  standing  committees: 

Capital,  $24,400,000  00 

Circulation,  1,938,326  00 

Individual  deposites,  6,327,561  17 

Specie,  1,048,348  00 

Real  estate,  653,523  15 

Amount  of  loan,  33,359,510  93 


gty-Since  the  statement  of  the  1st  June,  so  far  as 
the  president  and  cashier  are  informed,  nothing  has 
been  added  to  the  bad  and  doubtful  debt.  The 
greater  part  of  the  increased  suspended  debt  has 
been  satisfactorily  secured,  and  the  residue  is  in  a 
train  of  adjustment. 

A.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  cashier. 
City  of  Richmond,  to  wit: 

On  this  second  day  of  September,  1S37,  Anthony 
Robinson,  jr.,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me,  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  city,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing 
statement  is  truly  compiled  from  the  several  state- 
ments returned  from  the  different  departments  of 
the  said  bank,  according  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  the  day  and  year  afore- 
said. EDWD.  BAILEY,  J.  P. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Loss  of  the  steamboat  Ceylon.  The  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  loss  of  this  fine  boat  are  from  the  St. 
Louis  Republican. 

Qn  Wednesday  night  last,  the  steamboat  Ceylon 
left  Louisville  for  New  Orleans  about  dark,  having- 
on  board  about  300  passengers,  a valuable  cargo, 
and  a number  of  horses.  About  10  o’clock  atnig'nt 
the  boat  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  shortly 
afterwards  the  flatnes  burst  out  of  the  hold  where  it 
originated.  Whether  communicated  from  the  fire 
under  the  boilers,  or  in  some  other  manner,  we 
have  not  learned.  It  was  found  impossible  to  run 
her  ashore  when  first  discovered,  and  she  was  run 
the  whole  length  of  the  Salt  river  reach,  a distance 
of  about  22  miles,  ilia  complete  sheet  of  flames, 
when  she  was  run  ashore  with  admirable  skill  by 
the  pilot.  A gravel  bar  on  each  side  of  the  river 
prevented  her  being  run  on  shore  sooner.  As  soon 
as  she  was  made  fast,  the  passengers  all  got  ashore 
safe,  not  a single  life  having  been  lost.  The  boat, 
cargo  and  baggage  of  (he  passengers  were  totally 
lost.  We,  however,  understand  that  the  horses  on 
board  were  saved.  The  passengers  give  great  cre- 
dit to  capt.  Hale  and  his  crew  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  themselves  during  the  trying 
period. 

The  Ceylon  was  one  of  the  most  splendid  passen- 
ger boats  on  the  western  waters,  about  300  tons 
burthen,  and  only  six  months  old.  She  was  partly 
owned  in  Pittsburgh,  and  the  remainder  in  this 
city;  she  was  estimated  at  $30,000,  $20,000  of 
which  was  insured.  $10,000  by  the  Fireman’s  and 
$10,000  by  the  Beaver  Insurance  office  of  Pitts- 
burgh,  Pa. 

Among  the  evils  incident  to  a want  of.specific  law 
on  certain  matters  in  Pennsylvania, are  the. imposi- 
tions practised  upon  that  hardy  and  generous  class, 
the  sailors,  by  unscrupulous  landlords,  in  those  quar- 
ters of  the  city,  where  these  sons  of  the  ocean  most 
do  congregate  when  on  shore.  We  need  in  this 
commonwealth  a statute  similar  to  that  which  exists 
in  South  Carolina.  In  thatstate — selecting  Charles- 
ton as  a chief  instance  of  the  law’s  effect  and  opera- 
tion— a tavern  keeper  who  harbors  a sailor  without 
the  consent  of  his  captain,  or  the  consul  of  his  coun- 
try, it  he  be  a foreigner,  is  liable  to  a fine  of  fiftv 
dollars,  twenty-five  of  which  become  the  perqui- 
site of  the  informer. 

Without  the  permission  alluded  to,  the  sailor  is 
not  amenable  to  his  landlord  in  a higher  sum  than 
one  dollar,  however  long  he  may  tarry  with  him, 
and  however  great  the  sum  to  which  his  bill  for  en- 
tertainment may  amount,  nor  can  the  effects  or  lug- 
gage of  the  mariner  be  held  by  his  host  after  the 
disbursement  of  that  sum.  This  precaution  of  cap- 
tain or  consul  is  not  more  protective  of  the  sailor 
than  the  landlord.  The  law  seems  a wise  one,  and 
we  should  be  glad  to  see  a statute  like  it  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania."  [Philad.  Gaz. 

Georgia.  The  following  elections  have  just  been 
made  in  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  viz:  Ebenezer 
Starnes,  attorney  general;  John  E.  Ward,  solicitor , 
for  the  eastern  circuit;  Upson  L.  Heath,  for  the 
northern;  Howell  Cobb,  for  the  western;  William 
G.  Smith,  for  the  Ocmulgee;  William  W.  Wiggins, 
for  the  southern,  and  James  H.  Starke,  for  the 
Flint  circuit.  John  C.  Nicol,  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  and  over  and  terminer,  for  (he  city 
of  Savannah.  Also  the  following  judges  of  the  su- 
perior court,  viz:  Charles  S.  Henry,  of  the  eastern 
circuit;  John  Schley,  of  the  middle  circuit;  Garrett 
Andrews,  of  the  northern  circuit;  T.  V.  Harris,  of 
western  circuit,  John  G.  Pothill,  of  the  Ocmulgee 
circuit;  C.  B.  CoIp,  of  the  southern  circuit;  and 
A.  M.  D.  King,  of  the  Flint  circuit. 

Boston.  The  neighborhood  of  this  city  abounds 
in  ponds  and  streams  of  wholesome  water,  with 
which  it  has  been  resolved  to  supply  the  city  on  an 
extended  scale;  and  such  is  the  abundance  of 
sources,  that  the  only  difficulty  seems  to  be  in  the 
selection.  The  commissioners  appointed  on  the 
subject,  prefer  Spot  pond  and  Mystic  pond;  the 
water  of  the  latter  to  be  forced  up  liy  pumps.  Ac- 
cording to  the  proposed  plan  of  distribution,  the  en- 
tire length  of  pipes  will  be  sixty-two  miles,  and  the 
number  of  fire  plugs  447.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  of  the  introduction,  including  every  thing,  will 
be  $1,507,500.  Independently  of  other  advantages, 
the  saving  of  insurance  to  the  inhabitants,  annually, 
will,  it  is  supposed,  amount  to  $100,000.  The  cal- 
culation is  that  the  city  will  receive  a good  interest 
on  the  sum  invested. 

Bricklayers  are  receiving  $3  50  per  day  in  Grand 
Gulf,  (Miss.)  The  editor  of  the  Advertiser  says,  he 
is  authorized  to  say  that  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
bricklayers  couid  obtain  immediate  and  constant 
employment. 


Mobile,  Alabama.  The  Mobile  papers  of  the  18th 
ult.  say,  that  the  business  season,  though  late,  has 
at  length  fairly  commenced,  and  that  it  will,  unless 
the  rivers  should  again  become  unnavigable,  be 
prosecuted  with  assiduity.  The  stocks  of  goods 
are  large,  and  swelled  daily  by  fresh  arrivals.  The 
number  of  passengers  which  have  arrived  within 
the  last  six  weeks,  exclusive  of  steamboats  from  the 
interior,  ferry  boats,  &c.  is  upwards  of  1,500,  and 
the  arrivals  in  other  directions  will  probably  not  fall 
short  of  an  equal  number,  making  an  addition  to 
our  resident  population  of  about  3,000  since  the  1st 
of  last  month.  The  entire  absence  of  sickness,  in 
a malignant  shape,  is  now  confirmed,  and  all  appre- 
hension? have  been  quieted  by  the  occurrence  of 
two  or  three  stiff  white  frosts,  since  our  last  notice. 

We  have  examined,  with  great  satisfaction,  a chart 
of  the  survey  of  George’s  Shoal,  executed  by  lieut. 
com’dt  C.  Wilkes,  in  the  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise.  The 
number  of  soundings  marked  on  the  chart,  although 
not  two-thirds  of  those  made  are  set  down,  attests 
the  fidelity  with  which  the  duty  has  been  perform- 
ed. The  surface  of  the  water,  traversed  by  the 
Porpoise  and  her  tenders,  exceeded  500  square  miles, 
and  the  lowest  depth  found  on  any  part  was  fifteen 
feel,  and  that  only  on  a very  small  and  detached 
portion  of  the  shoal,  on  which  buoys  have  been 
placed.  This  chart  will  form  a valuable  addition 
to  our  stock  of  hydrographic  knowledge. 

The  opinion  of  lieutenant  Wilkes  is  adverse  to 
the  feasibility  of  erecting  a light  house. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

Editorial  convention.  It  has  been  proposed  by 
the  editor  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  to  hold  a 
convention  of  the  editors  of  the  state  of  Virginia  at 
Richmond,  on  the  17th  of  January  next.  We  hope 
it  may  be  well  attended,  and  such  reforms  effected 
as  will  not  only  insure  greater  comity  among  the 
conductors  of  the  press,  but  compel  those  who  sub- 
scribe for  newspapers  to  pay  for  them.  There  is 
no  class  oflaborers  who  are  worse  treated  than  edi- 
tors, and  in  addition  to  the  evils  they  suffer  from 
careless  “patrons!”  there  are  not  a few  who  resort 
to  the  most  base  and  dishonorable  means  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  the  sums  due. 

Appalling  scene.  Shrimp,  the  German,  who  com- 
mitted the  shocking  murder  on  one  of  his  country- 
women in  Louisville,  Ky.  because  she  would  not 
favor  his  addresses,  was  executed  in  that  city  on  the 
17th,  but  not  until  after  several  bungling  attempts, 
from  the  negligent  arrangements  of  the  hangman. 
He  had  been  but  a few  moments  on  the  scaffold  with 
the  sheriff'  and  other  attendents,  when  it  gave  way 
and  they  all  fell  together.  It  was  patched  up  and 
he  re-ascended,  and  the  rope  broke  and  he  again 
fell.  It  was  at  last  adjusted,  and  he  was  launchad 
into  eternity.  The  scene  must  have  been  shocking 
and  disgraceful.  We  understand  there  were  com- 
paratively lew  persons  at  the  execution. 

[N.  Y.  Star. 

Destruction  of  the  Rossie  iron  ivories.  We  learn 
that  the  Rossie  iron  works,  owned  by  Geo.  Parish, 
esq.,  at  Rossie,  St.  Lawrence  county — the  building, 
&c. — erected  last  year,  and  in  successful  operation 
for  the  last  six  months — were  totally  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  19th  inst.  The  establishment  was  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  state,  and  the  loss  of  property 
has  been  great.  Of  course,  manufacturers  depend- 
ing on  these  works  for  supplies,  can  expect  none 
until  next  spring,  by  which  time,  we  understand, 
they  will  be  rebuilt.  [Albany  Argus. 

Produce.  This  business  appears  to  be  as  good 
this  year  as  ever.  Wheat  keeps  up  to  a dollar — 
flour  at  $8,  and  other  produce  in  proportion — and 
we  have  now  no  doubt  but  these  prices  will  be  fully 
sustained;  buyers  are  ready  to  conlract  for  wheat  at 
a dollar,  to  be  delivered  at  any  time  between  this 
and  spring.  Prices  keep  up  at  the  east,  and  as  the 
wheat  crop  is  said  to  he  slim  in  the  greatest  wheat 
sections,  may  reasonably  expect  it  will  continue  up, 
and  when  the  canals  are  closed,  the  price  there  will 
advance.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this,  is  that  the 
country  was  cleared  of  old  wheat  before  this  crop 
came  on.  [Wheeling  Times 

New  England  coal.  The  coal  mines  discovered  in 
Mansfield,  Mass,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  are  about  being 
worked  to  great  advantage.  A writer  acquainted 
with  their  extent  and  the  quality  of  the  coal,  says 
that  within  seven  years  not  less  than  150,000  tons 
will  be  mined  every  year,  and  that  Mansfield  will 
soon  rival  Lowell  in  population  and  business. 

New  Orleans.  The  warm  and  sultry  days  of  the 
last  week,  says  the  Picayune  of  the  15th  ult.  have 
been  succeeded  by  weather  far  more  cold  and  sea- 
sonable. Apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the 
fever  would  break  out  afresh,  but  we  hear  nothing 
of  it,  and  can  safely  pronounce  the  city  as  healthy 
as  any  in  the  union. 


Remarkable.  A lady  was  helped  into  one  of  our 
hotels  on  Friday  last,  who  had  reached  her  94th 
year,  and,  before  the  trip  she  had  been  taking,  had 
never  before  entered  a stage-coach  of  any  kind, 
class,  or  description.  Taking  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  she  had  resided  in  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ulous cities  in  the  union,  where  stage  coach  and 
omnibus  travelling  are  among  the  most  ordinary 
things  of  the  day,  this  fact  is  truly  remarkable. 

[ Wheeling  Gazette. 

The  citizens  of  New  Haven  have  completed  a 
subscription  for  the  purchase  of  Augur’s  group  of 
“Jeptha  and  his  daughter.”  The  sum  agreed  to  be 
paid  for  the  statues  was  $4,000.  They  are  design- 
ed 1o  form  the  nucleus  of  a gallery  of  sculpture  at 
that  place.  This  is  an  example  of  public  spirit  and 
taste  worthy  of  all  emulation,  and  a tribute  to  na- 
tive genius  and  worth,  honorable  alike  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Troops  for  Florida.  Col.  Nelson,  a few  days  since, 
arrived  in  this  vicinity  with  about  1,200  men  under 
his  command  destined  for  the  Florida  service.  A 
resolution  was  introduced  in  the  house  on  Satur- 
day, authorizing  the  governor  to  advance  $1,500 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  their  expenses  to  the 
place  where  they  can  be  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

[Milledgcville  (Geo.)  Jour,  of  the  14  th.  vlt. 

The  rioters.  The  Boston  Mercantile  Journal 
says:  “Joseph  Pierce  and  Thomas  Tucker,  convict- 
ed at  the  municipal  court  of  a riot  and  assault  on 
the  Montgomery  guards,  on  the  12th  of  September 
last,  were  this  day  sentenced  by  judge  Thatcher  to 
three  years  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  the  house 
of  correction;  and  Thomas  J.  Young,  convicted  of 
the  same  offence,  was  sentenced  to  two  years  in  the 
house  of  correction.” 

Dat  ing  mail  robbery.  The  Mobile  and  Columbus 
mail  was  slolen  from  the  stage  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st  ult.  between  7 and  S o’clock,  while  on  its  way 
to  the  post  office  in  Mobile.  The  driver,  Mr.  Poole, 
states  that  it  was  taken  from  the  box  at  the  upper 
end  of  Dauphin  street,  where  he  stopped  to  water 
his  horses.  A large  reward  is  offered  for  its  recov- 
ery. 

Mortality  in  New  York.  The  number  of  deaths 
in  New  York  last  week  was  123 — 33  men,  25  wo- 
men, 3S  boys,  and  27  girls:  of  whom  27  were  of  the 
age  of  one  year  and  under;  10  between  1 and  2;  14 
between  2 and  5;  10  between  5 and  10;  7 between 
10  and  20;  10  between  20  and  30;  17  between  30 
and  40;  11  between  40  and  50;  4 between  50  and 
60;  10  between  60  and  70;  3 between  and  80. 

Steam  navigation  is  advancing  wonderfully  in 
the  Bosphorus.  Besides  the  seven  French  steam- 
boats about  to  commence  running  between  Mar- 
seilles and  Constantinople,  there  are  nine  new  Ger- 
man steam  vessels,  as  many  English,  now  in  pre- 
paration, and  the  Turks  have  likewise  some  of 
their  own  in  motion  in  the  neighboring  seas. 

[British  Navy  Chronicle. 

Choctaw  volunteers  for  Florida.  We  understand 
(says  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  11th  ult) 
that  the  secretary  of  war  has  authorized  the  raising 
of  400  volunteers  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Florida  war,  against  the  Seminoles, 
to  be  commanded  by  their  agent,  capt.  Win.  Arm- 
strong. 

The  deputations  of  Sacs  and  Foxes  arrived  in 
our  city  on  Friday  last;  from  their  eastern  travels. 
The  celebrated  chiefs.  Black  Hawk  and  Keokuck 
were  among  the  number.  They  left  for  theirhomes 
in  the  wilderness  of  the  North  West,  yesterday  in 
the  steamer  Pavillion. 

[Sri  Louis  Bulletin,  Nov.  20. 

Canal  tolls.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  for  tile  first  week  in  November, 
amount  to  $66,554  44 

For  the  corresponding  week  in  1S36,  60,294  61 

Increase,  $6,259  83 

Distressing  death.  Mr.  William  Waterman,  who 
was  engaged  at  Mr.  Many’s  furnace,  Albany,  in 
casting  a crank  for  the  steamboat  De  Witt  Clinton, 
was  caught  in  the  machinery  and  instantly  crushed 
to  death. 

The  mammoth  ship  Pennsylvania  has  left  Phila- 
delphia for  Norfolk,  where  her  equipment  will  be 
completed.  She.  was  towed  down  the  Delaware  by 
two  steamboats. 

Health  of  Natchez.  The  yellow  fever  has  entire- 
ly subsided  at  Natchez.  The  last  report  of  the 
sexton  we  have  seen,  says  that  “there  were  no 
deaths  the  day  before.” 

Mr.  Dugger,  of  Virginia,  recently  wounded  in  a 
duel  near  Easton,  N.  C.  is  since  dead. 
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(Jr3»  As  the  proceedings  of  congress  will  not  for 
some  weeks,  occupy  much  space,  we  will  continue 
the  publication  of  the  leading  speeches  delivered 
during  the  extra  session,  of  which  we  have  a num- 
ber on  file.  In  our  next  we  will  insert  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  William  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
in  support  of  his  amendment  to  limit  the  time  for 
issuing  treasury  notes. 

(|C5=The  president’s  message,  which  left  this  city 
at  12  o’clock  on  Tuesday,  was  received  in  New 
York,  by  the  government  express,  on  the  next 
morning  at  10  minutes  before  2 o’clock. 

The  message  of  the  president,  transmit- 
ted to  both  houses  of  congress  on  Tuesday  last,  is 
inserted  in  the  present  sheet — (page  131).  Before 
offering  any  comments  upon  the  important  subjects 
on  which  it  treats,  we  submit  it  to  the  calm  and  dis- 
passionate consideration  of  our  readers,  who  will 
then  be  better  able  to  appreciate  their  justice  and 
force.  We  cannot,  however,  avoid  saying  now, 
that  on  the  great  question  which  agitates  the 
country,  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  taken  the  only  ground 
he  could  have  taken  as  the  head  of  his  party,  and 
the  precise  ground  we  would  have  wished  him  to 
take,  if  a partisan  opponent,  and  fairly  made  up  an 
issue.  Which  of  the  two  will  be  successful,  time 
will  decide.  But  there  is  some  comfort  in  the 
reflection  that  the  decision  must  be  speedily  made, 
and  that  it  will  be  final;  for  no  nation  under  Hea- 
ven can  withstand,  for  any  lengthened  period,  such 
a succession  of  disasters  as  the  vascillating  policy 
of  the  government,  in  regard  to  its  monetary  con- 
cerns, has  brought  on  this.  Eastern  despotism 
loses  its  horror  in  the  minds  of  the  oppressed  by 
the  force  of  custom;  but  they  regard  a new  despot 
as  the  signal  for  cutting  off  heads  and  confusion  in 
the  state.  Thus  it  is  with  the  pecuniary  relations 
of  a nation;  when  its  policy  is  fixed,  be  it  ever  so 
oppressive  in  the  beginning,  experience  will  alle- 
viate its  evils;  but  experience  has  no'  chance  in 
ever-varying  schemes,  and  capital  is  always  dread- 
ing decapitation.  Hence  the  confusion  and  dis- 
tress, the  misery  and  ruin  which  pervade  the  land 
and  embarrass  the  government — But  we  promised 
to  abstain  from  all  comments. 

Yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Underwood,  of  Ky.  has 
introduced  a resolution,  which  has  been  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  directing  the  clerk  of  the  house  to 
compile  separate  journals  of  the  yeas  and  nayrso  as 
to  exhibit  the  questions  decided  and  the  \ote  of 
each  member;  and  at  the  end  of  every  ression, 
cause  one  copy  thereof  to  be  printed  lor  eveiy  thou- 
sand free  male  inhabitants — such  copies  to  be  sent 
to  the  executives  of  the  respective  states  Dr  distri- 
bution. It  is  not  for  us  to  determine  whether  the 
benefits  resulting  from  such  a publication  would 
equal  the  large  sum  which  would  be  required  to 
prepare,  print  and  circulate  it;  but  we  ham  been  long 
since  convinced  that  the  members  of  coigress  ought 
to  adopt  more  efficient  measures  for  spreading  their 
proceedings  before  the  people.  Foi;  however  full 
they  may  be  presented  in  the  city  newspapers, 
their  length  necessarily  prevents  thecountry  news- 
papers, which  comprise  four-fifths  ff  the  newspa- 
per circulation  of  the  union,  from  gi'ing  more  than 
a meager  account  of  results,  and  seldom  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  important  questionsl  decided.  No 
persons,  who  have  not  had  that  kill  of  experience 
which  we  have  had,  can  form  an  opifion  of  the  great 
importance  the  people  attach  to  tie  latter,  and  the 
frequent  appeals  to  them  in  a rolitical  canvass. 
During  ardent  political  contests  ii  Baltimore  we 
have  been  appealed  to  daily,  andsome  times  four 
or  five  times  a day,  to  decide  dsputes  about  the 
votes  of  different  members  by  teference  to  the 
“Register”— and  not  unfrequetdy  we  have  had 
as  many  enquiries,  in  the  same  spue,  from  persons 
in  extreme  points  of  the  union,  itch  requests  are 
always  cheerfully  and  promptly  cinplied  with;  for, 
so  comprehensive  are  the  indices tp  this  work,  that 
we  can,  generally,  in  less  time  thajit  takes  to  make 
the  request  give  the  information  Required.  These 
facts  strengthen  Mr.  Underwoodi  arguments;  but, 
as  we  before  remarked,  it  is  not  fo  (is  to  say  whether 
the  benefits  would  be  adequate  tofhe  expense,  or  to 
intimate  that  it  might  be  saved  3 the  nation  by  a 
more  extended  circulation  of  th  “Register”  in 
every  congressional  district. 
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Pennsylvania.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
commenced  its  annual  session  at  Harrisburg  on  the 
5th  inst.  On  the  following  day  the  officers  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  repiesentatives  were  chosen. 
Jesse  R.  Burden,  (whig)  of  Philadelphia  co.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  senate,  having  received  18 
votes  to  11,  given  to  Isaac  Leet,  of  Washington  Co. 
— two  scattering  and  two  members  (Ad.)  absent. 
The  party  vote  in  the  full  senate  will  be  19  whig 
and  14  Ad. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  Levris  Dewart 
(Ad.)  of  Northumberland  Co.,  was  elected  speaker 
by  53  votes  to  42,  given  for  John  Walker,  ( W.)  of 
Allegany  Co.,  and  two  scattering.  There  were 
three  members  absent— one  whig  and  two  Admin- 
istration. The  party  vote  of  the  house  will  be  -14 
whigs'  to  56  administration,  which  will  give  the 
latter  a majority  on  joint  ballot  of  seven. 

Ohio.  The  legislature  of  this  state  commen- 
ced its  annual  session  on  Monday  last  at  Colum- 
bus. All  the  presiding  officers  are  whigs,  and 
were_  elected  on  the  first  ballot.  G.  J.  Smith, 
of  Warren  county,  (W.)  was  elected  president  of 
the  senate  over  his  competitor  Elijah  Vance  (Ad.) 
by  a majarity  of  5 votes: — For  Smith  20,  for  Vance 
15 — one  friend  of  the  administration  absent.  In 
the  house  71  votes  were  given  for  speaker,  one 
whig  being  absent,  the  vote  stood — For  Charles 
Anthony,  of  Clark,  (W.)  39,  E.  W.  Hubbard,  of 
Lorain,  (Ad.)  SI,  blank  1.  The  whigs  also  elected 
the  clerks,  &c . 

It  appears  the  whigs  have  elected  Charles  D. 
Coffin  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  17th  district  in  Ohio,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Loomis,  whose  resignation  we  noticed  in  the 
last  “Register.”  Mr.  Coffin’s  majority  is  said  to 
be  95  votes:  and  it  is  also  stated  that  at  the  last  pre- 
sidential election  this  district  gave  Mr.  Buren 
a;.majo.rity  of  500  votes. 

Affairs  in  Canada.  In  another  page  we 
have  published  some  accounts  from  the  scene  of 
hostilities,  which  our  readers  must  receive  for  what 
they  are  worth,  for  we  confess  our  inability  to  de- 
cide upon  the  true  condition  of  things,  and  the  re- 
sults of  the  contests.  The  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer  of  Thursday  says,  we  have  received  pa- 
pers of  Saturday  from  Montreal,  and  have  convers- 
ed with  an  intelligent  gentleman  who  left  that  city 
on  Saturday.  From  the  former  we  learn  that  the 
insurgents  had  mustered  in  considerable  numbers 
north  of  the  city,  building  fortifications,  and  making 
other  demonstrations  of  an  intended  engagement 
with  the  queen’s  troops.  The  postmaster  at  Vau- 
rieiul  is  stated  to  have  joined  the  insurgent  camp, 
and  the  mail  bag  for  By-town  had  been  sent  back 
to  Montreal,  as  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to  carry  it 
farther  than  St.  Eustache.  Some  fifty  families  of 
royalists  fled  for  safety  to  Montreal— where  they 
arrived  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  The  number  of 
insurgents  in  arms  at  Grand  Brule  is  said  to  be 
greater  than  that  originally  at  St.  Charles. 

A letter  from  Sandy  Hill  to  the  editors  of  the 
same  paper,  says  that  some  gentlemen  who  had  just 
come  in  from  Montreal,  state  that  Wetberall’s  vic- 
tory was  much  more  complete  than  has  been  re- 
ported; the  carnage  was  so  great  that  it  has  not 
been  published.  The  malcontents  lost  at  least  500 
men  by  shot,  fire  and  water.  They  fought  very 
well  until  they  were  charged  by  the  bayonet,  and 
then  the  butchery  was  dreadful.  Upwards  of  100 
were  in  a barn  full  of  hay  and  straw,  which  was  set 
fire  to,  and  they  were  burned  alive  and  smothered. 
Many  attempted  to  cross  the  river  and  were  drown- 
ed. Brown’s  carpet  bag,  with  one  clean  shirt  and 
one  pair  of  stockings,  his  new  regimentals,  &c.  were 
found;  and  in  the  bag  many  letters  which  impli- 
cate parties  not  hitherto  suspected. 

Colonel  Gore  has  marched  with  five  or  six  hun- 
dred men  against  St.  Dennis.  The  fate  of  that 
town  was  decided  on  Saturday  last,  but  is  not  yet 
known.  The  orders  are  to  destroy  every  thing — 
to  raze  the  houses  to  the  ground  or  burn  them;  and 
it  is  expected  that,  as  in  the  affair  of  St.  Charles  no 
quarters  will  be  given. 

Colonel  Wetherall  also  leaves  Montreal  this  day 
for  Grand  Brule — where  the  enemy  are  in  force,  but 
without  provisions.  They  have  been  pillaging  the 
I whole  country  without  mercy. 


One  thousand  pounds  have  been  offered  by  the 
governor  for  the  head  of  Papineau,  and  also  for  that 
of  Brown.  These  are  hard  times,  and  a thousand 
pounds  are  not  to  be  despised. 

Every  thing  reported  from  Burlington  may  be 
considered  false. 

One  thousand  of  the  Gengary  volunteers  are  ex- 
pected to  arrive  daily  at  Montreal. 

From  Florida.  At  the  last  accounts  general 
Jesup  was  at  Volusia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
place  there  were  S00  mounted  men  and  nearly  1,000 
horses — 1,300  hundred  mounted  Georgians  were  on 
their  way  and  daily  expected.  About  2,000  men  had 
passed  through  Volusia,  under  the  command  of 
general  Eustis,  for  Fort  Miller. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can, dated  at  Tampa  Bay,  Nov.  6,  says,  of  the  fine 
corps  of  marines  which  entered  Florida  last  season, 
only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  rank  and  file,  and 
four  officers  remain. 

Affairs  of  Mexico.  By  papers  received  in 
Washington  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  2d  of 
November,  we  learn  that  president  Bustamente  has 
recomposed  his  ministry,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
following  persons:  Jose  Maria  Bocanegra  minister 
of  foreign  relations.  Manuel  Maria  Perez,  minister 
of  finance.  Jose  Antonio  Romero,  minister  of  the 
interior  and  justice.  Ignacio  Mora  y Villamil , min- 
ister of  war  and  marine. 

Symptoms  of  dismemberment  are  manifesting 
themselves  in  various  parts  of  the  republic.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  Arispe,  the  capital  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Gonora,  an  address  to  the  natives  was  pre- 
pared and  signed  by  many  persons,  proposing  that 
Gonora  might  be  allowed  peaceably  to  secede  from 
the  republic,  and  to  form  its  own  government  inde- 
pendently, upon  certain  conditions  on  its  part,  such 
as  bearing  a part  of  the  national  debt,  furnishing 
contingents  to  the  army  for  a certain  number  of 
years  after  the  separation,  etc.  [Globe. 

.The  exploring  expedition.  We  learn  with 
regret  that  the  broad  pennant  of  commodore  Jones, 
of  the  exploring  squadron,  now  lying  in  the  harbor, 
was  struck  yesterday,  and  that  the  commodore  has 
left  for  the  south.  The  state  of  his  health  is  such, 
that  he  will  be  probably  unable  to  rejoin  the  expe- 
dition. This  will  lead  to  some  further  delay  in  this 
important  enterprise — at  a time  when  it  was  on  the 
point  of  being  fairly  under  way.  Its  enemies  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  interpose  ad- 
ditional obstacles — but  it  may  be  hoped  that  the 
great  interests  at  stake,  will  not  be  permitted  to 
suffer. 

The  appointment  of  commodore  Jones’ succes- 
sor will  be  the  turning  point  of  the  whole  affair,  and 
we  trust  that  an  officer  of  experience,  decision  and 
despatch  will  be  immediately  selected,  and  that  the. 
squadron  will  set  sail  forthwith. 

[New  York  Courier. 

From  Europe.  Malaga  papers  received  at  New 
York  by  the  ship  Mexican  to  Nov.  3,  and  Madrid 
to  Oct. ’25,  announce  the  capture  of  Constantine. 
The  particulars  are  no  further  stated  tha.n  the  fact 
of  an  official  despatch  having  been  received  that  the 
French  had  taken  possession  of  the  place,  the  47th 
of  the  line  bearing  a conspicuous  part  in  the  as- 
sault. 

Spain.  The  Carlist  Guerillas  are  making  fre- 
quent predatory  incursions  from  the  mountains  of 
Guipuzcoa.  The  Navarese  and  Bacayans  have  re- 
treated entirely  beyond  the  Ebro,  followed  by  gen. 
Lorenzo.  Upon  the  whole,  Spain,  excepting  some 
portions  of  Basque  provinces,  appears  to  be  free  of 
the  sanguinary  hordes  of  the  pretender. 

Portugal.  Advices  to  Oct.  8th  state  that  all  the 
compromised  Chartrists  in  prison  had  been  liberated. 
The  queen  has  created  viscount  Das  Antas  and 
baron  de  Bomfin,  field  marshals.  On  the  9th  they 
made  their  public  entry  into  Oporto. 

Price  of  specie,  &c.  in  New  York.  In  New 
York  on  the  8th  inst.  American  gold  was  held  at 
5 per  cent,  premium,  half  dollars  at  4},  treasury 
drafts  at  j-  per  cent:  200  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  had  been  sold  at  $121. 

At  Philadelphia  $123  had  been  paid  for  14  shares. 
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Mississippi.  We  have  not  seen  an  official  ac- 
count ofthe  result  of  the  elections  in  Mississippi,  but 
we  find  the  following  in  one  of  the  papers  of  that 
state,  which  is  important  in  connection  with  the 
recent  election  for  members  of  congress. 

BY  CHARLES  LYNCH. 

Governor  of  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

To  the  sheriff  of  Hinds  county — greeting: 

Whereas,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has 
convoked  congress  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of 
September  next:  And  whereas  a vacancy  has  oc- 
curred in  the  representation  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service  for  which  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gbolson 
were  elected. 

I do  therefore  issue  this  writ,  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring you  to  hold  an  election  in  your  county  on 
the  third  Monday,  and  the  day  following,  in  July 
next,  for  two  representatives  to  congress,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected, 
at  the  next  regular  election  on  the  first  Monday,  and 
the  day  following,  in  November  next.  And  I do, 
moreover,  enjoin  you  to  conduct  the  same  in  all  re- 
spects conformably  to  law,  and  make  due  return 
thereof  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  great  seal 
[l.  s.]  of  state  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  this  13th  day 
of  June,  1837. 

Charles  Lynch,  governor. 

Barry  W.  Benson,  sec'ry.  of  stale. 

Department  of  state,  Jackson,  Jlug.  9,  1837. 

BY  BARRY  W.  BENSON, 

Secretary  of  state,  ofthe  state  of  Mississippi. 

Know  ye,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
legislature  to  regulate  elections  in  this  state,  approv- 
ed March  2d,  1833,  I have  summed  up  the  whole 
number  of  votes  returned  into  my  office  for  repre- 
sentatives to  the  called  session  of  congress,  from  this 
state.  I have  found  the  same  1o  be  as  follows: 


For  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  11,203 

S.  J.  Gholson,  9,021 

S.  S.  Prentiss,  7,143 

E.  L.  Acee,  9,631 


I do,  therefore,  declare  that  John  F.  H.  Claiborne 
and  S.  J.  Gholson  having  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  are  duly  elected  representatives  to  the 
called  session  of  congress  from  the  stale  of  Mississippi. 

Witness  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  ofthe  state, 
at  Jakson,  the  9th  day  of  August,  1837. 

Bap.ry  W.  Benson. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  monthly 
statement  of  this  institution,  for  November,  has 
been  transmitted  to  Harrisburg: 

The  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  after  pa}r- 
ing  out  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
$522,459  71  still  amounted  on  the  1st  December  to 
$3,349,850  89. 

The  notes  in  circulation  at  the  same  time,  (ex- 
clusive of  the  long  post  notes  issued  during  the 
late  troubles,  are  as  follows: 

Ofthe  present  bank  U.  S.  $522,452  20 

Of  the  late  bank,  $6,225,640  80 

The  bank  convention.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank  convention, 
which  we  find  in  the  Albany  Argus,  is  more  in  de- 
tail than  any  we  have  yet  seen. 

The  convention  was  in  session  from  Monday  un- 
til Saturday  last,  inclusive,  six  days.  Before  the 
adjournment,  the  banks  of  nineteen  states  were  re- 
presented by  141  delegates.  From  this  state  44 
delegates  were  in  attendance. 

At  the  organization  ofthe  convention,  and  at  the 
adoption  of  rules  for  its  government,  the  delegates 
from  New  York  resisted,  unsuccessfully,  an  order 
that  the  meetings  be  held  with  closed  doors. 

The  subject  of  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  period  ‘when,  was  referred  to  a com- 
mittee consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  state 
represented  in  the  convention.  The  committee 
consisted  of  eighteen  members.  In  it,  New  York 
proposed  without  success,  severally,  the  first  of 
March,  April  and  May.  A majority  of  the  com- 
mittee (nine,  one  delegate  from  Indiana  declining 
to  vote)  agreed  to  report  in  favor  of  tile  1st  of  July 
as  the  period  of  resumption.  The  minority  (repre- 
senting eight  states)  submitted  a counter  report, 
urging  an  adjournment  of  the  convention,  without 
naming  any  definite  day.  The  latter  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Manuel  Eyre,  the  delegate  from  the 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Saturday,  a motion  to  strike  out  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  eighteen, 
'viz-  that  the  banks  resume  payments  in  specie  on 
the  1st  of  July  next,  was  carried,  11  to  7,  (the  vo  y 
beisg  by  sta(es)as  follows: 


Affirmative.  Pennsylvania,  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  Indiana, 
and  Delaware. 

Negative.  New  York,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Georgia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  District  of  Columbia. 

Maine  divided. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Johnson,  of  New  York, 
that  payment  in  specie  be  resumed  on  the  1st  of 
March  next,  was  rejected — New  York,  Ohio,  and 
North  Carolina  only  voting  for  it. 

On  the  motion  made  by  Mr.!  Maret,  of  Boston, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  now  to  name  any  day  for  the 
general  resumption  of  payments  in  specie,  the  vote 
stood  12  affirmative  to  7 negative.  The  latter  were, 
New  York,  Ohio,  District  of  Columbia,  Kentucky, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  They,  of 
course,  deemed  it  expedient  to  name  such  a day. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  for  an  adjournment  of  the  convention  to 
the  second  Wednesday  in  April,  by  striking  out  that 
day,  and  inserting  the  first  Wednesday  tn  March. 
The  motion  was  lost,  10  to  8;  New  York,  Virginia, 
&c.  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  the 
resolution  recommending  the  banks  to  prepare  to 
return  to  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  practicable 
day,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  “and  that  day  not  to 
extend  beyond  sixty  days  after  the  meeting  of  the 
next  convention.”  Lost,  10  to  9;  New  Hampshire; 
Maine,  Connecticut,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Ohio,  District  of  Columbia,  and  Virginia, 
voting  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

We  learn  from  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette, 
that  the  resolution  to  adjourn  to  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  April,  and  then  to  assemble  and  consult  upon 
a proper  time  to  resume  specie  payments,  was 
unanimously  carried. 

We  subjoin  a copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  entertains  a deep 
anxiety  and  a firm  determination  to  accomplish  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  pe- 
riod when  it  may  be  permanently  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  convention 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  are  not 
such  as  to  make  it  expedient  or  prudent  now  to  fix 
a day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  and 
when  the  convention  terminates  its  present  session, 
itshall  be  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of'N.  York  on 
the  SECOND  WEDNESDAY  OF  APRIL  NEXT, 
for  their  considering  and  practicably  determining 
the  day  for  resuming  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  strongly  recom- 
mend to  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  to  con- 
tinue by  proper  means  to  prepare  themselves  ior  a 
return  to  specie  payments  within  the  shortest  prac- 
ticable period  after  the  meeting  ofthe  next  con- 
vention. 

Resolved , That  the  banks  in  those  states  which 
are  not  now  represented,  be  earnestly  requested  to 
send  delegates  to  the  adjourned  meeting  ofthe  con- 
vention, and  that  the  several  delegates  from  all  the 
states  be  desired  to  procure  all  such  information  in 
regard  to  the  condition  ofthe  banks  of  their  respec- 
tive states  as  may  be  attainable. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  papers  that  the  de- 
cision ofthe  convention  has  had  little  or  no  effect 
upon  the  money  market. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  remarks  upon  the  president’s  mes- 
sage by  the  three  party  prints  in  this  city  may 
interest  our  readers,  and  enable  them  to  form  a pret- 
ty correct  idea  of  the  course  which  will  be  pursued 
by  the  respective  parties  in  congress  in  relation  to 
the  sub-treasury  scheme. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Dec.  6. 

This  annual  expose  from  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  nation— always  looked  for  with  interest,  but,  at 
the  present  crisis  of  public  affairs,  of  peculiar  im- 
portance to  every  portion  of  our  country,  and  to 
every  department  of  human  industry — is  now  spread 
before  our  readers,  as  it  was  yesterday  communi- 
cated to  the  two  houses  of  congress.  A cursory 
perusal  is  all  that  our  limited  time  has  allowed  us 
of  a document  of  so  great  length.  We  propose  at 
the  present  moment  a brief  notice  only  of  a few  of 
its  principal  features. 

The  president  opens  his  message  with  an  appro- 
priate and  beautiful  reference  to  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude due  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  for  the  mani- 
fold favors  bestowed  upon  our  country;  and  closes 
with  a passage  no  less  creditable  to  the  president’s 
sagacity  and  sense  of  justice  than  to  the  humanity 
and  liberality  of  his  feelings.  The  beginning  and 
the  end  of  the  message  are  excellent.  We  wish 
we  could  say  the  same  of  all  the  intervening  parts. 
But,  of  those,  though  some  of  them  are  well,  and 
! some  of  them  better  than  well,  there  are  others 


which  we  read  with  sincere  regret,  and  others- 
which  the  president  would  have  done  no  disservice- 
to  his  fame  had  he  suppressed  altogether.  Of  the 
latter  class,  certainly,  is  the  reference  to  the  late 
elections  in  New  York,  which  is  entirely  in  the 
style  of  the  late  dynasty,  and  out  of  place  in  a state 
paper  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

It  is  impossible,  in  running  the  eye  over  this  mes- 
sage, to  exclude  the  thought  of  how  literal  ail  exe- 
cution it  is,  throughout,  of  that  pledge  on  the  part 
of  the  president,  to  which  the  country  is  already 
indebted  for  its  late  disasters  and  its  present  embar- 
rassments; that  pledge  to  “follow  in  the  footsteps” 
of  his  predecessor,  to  whom,  indeed,  the  president 
refers  in  express  feims,  almost  in  the  same  breath 
in  which  he  returns  thanks  to  the  Creator  of  all 
things.  Our  foreign  relations,  he  begins  the  second 
paragraph  of  his  message  by  saying,  are  not  chang- 
ed since  the  last  message  of  his  predecessor:  besides 
several  other  such  allusions,  the  most  imposing  of 
our  claims  upon  foreign  powers,  the  president  says,. 
Were  "flisposed  of”  by  Ids  predecessor;:  adding  that 
no  ordinary  credit  is  thereby  reflected  on  his  success- 
ful administration,  by  the  consideration  ‘that  this 
great  object  was  accomplished  without  compromis- 
ing on  any  occasion  either  the  honor  or  the  peace- 
of  the  country.”  In  all’ possible  cases,  the  glory  is 
to  him,  almost  as  though  he,  instead  ofthe  Almighty, 
had  been  “the  giver  of  all  good.”  When  we  be- 
hold these  marks  of  a reverential  awe  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a human  idol,  we  are  reminded  of  the 
superstitious  Persian  w hom  the  traveller  Francklin 
tells  of,  who,  when  his  companion  in  a fit  of  devo- 
tion exclaimed,  “Oh,  God!  oh,  Ali!”  interrupted 
him  by  crying  out,  “No,  no!  Ali  first,  God  second!” 
The  president  does  not,  it  is  ti;-ue,  go  the  whole 
length  of  this  adulation,  but  he  hardly  stops  short 
of  it.  Much  of  this,  w'e  admit,  may  "be  pardoned, 
in  consideration  of  the  president’s  real  causes  of 
gratitude  to  his  predecessor.  But  we  cannot  con- 
sent, without  entering  onr  solemn  protest  against 
it,  that  from  so  high  a station  it  shall  be  announced 
to  the  world  that  no  ordinary  credit  is  due  to  the 
administration  of  general  Jackson — the  rest  of  the 
government  being  cast  into  the  shadow  of  utter 
darkness  and  insignificance  by  the  refulgence  ofthe 
halo  which  is  made  to  beam  around  his  head — that 
he  did  not  compromise  on  any  occasion,  in  our  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  powers,  the  honor  or  the 
peace  ofthe  nation.  We  say  nothing  of  the  honor 
of  the  nation: — we.  should  be  sorry  to  he  able  to- 
satisfy  our  readers  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  had 
been  compromised  during  any  part  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration: but,  when  the  late  president  is  lauded 
for  not  having  compromitted  the  peace  ofthe  nation, 
ibis  in  the  face  of  the  notorious  fact  that  if  he  had 
nd;  been  restrained,  if  he  had  not  almost  literally 
hag  his  hands  tied  by  the  co-ordinate  branches  of 
the  government,  the  United  States  would  have 
beeqat  this  moment  not  only  engaged  in  a foreign 
war,  but  in  two  of  them;  the  one  of  which  would 
have^een,  in  our  opinion,  cruel  and  unnecessary, 
and  tlii;  other  wilful,  wanton,  and  reckless. 

It  isinot  without  emotions  which  we  will  not 
suppress,  that  we  find  that  the  project  of  this  last 
war  is  rlvived  in  the  message  before  us;  and  that, 
not  content  with  the  fame  which  our  arms  have 
won  in  tip  war  raging  within  our  borders,  the  ad- 
ministration proposes  a resort  to  the  powers  of  con- 
gress to  emet,  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  the  settlement 
of  a few  Claims  of  our  citizens,  some  of  them  of 
very  dopbtful  right,  and  the  whole  of  no, great  sig- 
nificance, against  the  government  and  people  of 
Mexico! 

If  the  recommendation  contained  in  this  part  of 
the  message  b|  not  a mere  fetch — a tub  to  the 
whale- — to  drvcjt  an  exasperated  people  from  the 
real  grievances Vnder  which  they  ore  suffering  from 
mal-administration  at  home;  if,  in  short,  it  means 
-what  the  language  of  the  message  expresses,  then 
have  the  peoph  ofthe  United  States,  with  a bank- 
rupt treasury  atti  a depreciating  currency,  a fearful 
prospect  beforethern.  A bare  majority  in  congress 
can  make  war,  hough  one  vote  short  of  two-thirds- 
of  both  houses  iculd  not  make  peace  without  the 
approbation  of  life  executive;  and,  if  we  shall  be 
saved  from  the  sjlme  of  a foolish  war,  and  the  crime 
of,  a needless  oil  we  shall  again  be  indebted  to 
congress  for  proleding  us  from  this  Mexican  war, 
which,  for  our  ni  fortune,  it  appears,  the  late  pre- 
sident of  the  Unibd  States  has  left  as  a legacy  to 
his  successor. 

We  have  not  ;«n  the  papers  upon  which  this 
renewed  recomacmdation  of  ulterior  measures 
against  Mexico  is  professedly  founded.  We  shall 
read  them,  howe-er,  as  soon  as  they  are  printed, 
and  shall  not  fail  hmake  our  readers  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  their  chlrcter  and  consequence. 

We  have  not  tiie  to-day  to  extend  our  remarks 
to  other  topics  ol  tie  message,  which,  however,  are 
not  unworthy  of  frtber  notice. 
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On  the  whole,  the  message  appears  to  us  to  pre- 
sent the  varying  hues  which  it  might  be  supposed 
to  have  received  from  the  lew  confidential  triends 
of  the  executive  who  were  earliest  in  their  arri- 
val at  the  seat  of  government,  and  spreads  nets  for 
opularity  in  almost  every  direction.  It  offers  a 
oon  to  every  section  ol  the  union  where  it  pro- 
mises to  be  available.  To  the  south,  Texas;  to  the 
west,  the  public  lands;  to  the  north — the  recusant 
north— nothing.  With  the  seekers  after  the  public 
domain  the  message  will  find  especial  favor.  Twen- 
ty-five cents  an  acre,  and  then  nothing! — Free  gra- 
tis!— Help  yourselves!  It  will  be  (lie  jubilee  ol  the 
6quatters.  13 ut  will  the  people  at  large — the  great 
public  of  this  great  country — be  deceived  by  the 
■sugared  plausibilities  of  this  message? 

We  shall  see. 

From  the  Globe  of  December  6. 

The  annual  message  of  the  president  which  will 
he  found  in  our  columns,  was  transmitted  to  both 
houses  of  congress  this  morning.  In  the  manly 
and  unequivocal  expression  of  the  views  ol  the 
executive,  in  force  of  reasoning  and  clearness  ot 
style,  it  resembles  the  message  at  the  late  extra 
session,  which  was  so  warmly  responded  to  by  the 
democracy  of  the  union.  In  again  recommending 
the  withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  uses 
of  private  trade,  and  the  separation  of  the  treasury 
from  what  he  justly  calls  the  overgrown  influence 
of  corporations,  the  president-  throws  himself  on 
his  constituents — on  the  democracy  of  the  union — 
■on  those  who  hold  in  reverence  the  principles  ol 
Jefferson — on  the  intelligent  yeomanry,  and  on  the 
great  masses  of  our  citizens  who  have  earned  pro- 
erty  and  independence  by  honest  industry  and  la- 
or,  and  not  by  wild,  extravagant  and  unsubstantial 
•-speculation. 

Upon  this  issue  the  people  are  now  to  decide. 
“The  national  will  is  indeed  the  supreme  law”  on 
every  public  question,  but  on  none  more  than  this 
— not  the  national  will  gathered  from  the  uproar 
of  partisans  at  midnight  festivals — not  the  national 
will  deduced  from  the  elections  for  members  of 
•state  legislatures,  on  whom  the  continuance  or 
forfeiture  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
bank  capital  depends — not  the  national  will  manu- 
factured in  the  federal  newspapers  of  the  large 
commercial  cities — but  the  deliberate  verdict  ot  a 
majority  cf  the  people,  on  the  question  whether 
or  not  the  financial  operations  of  the  public  treasury 
are  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  concerns  ol  local  banks. 
Upon  this  great  point,  now  again  so  ably  maintained 
by  the  president,  it  is  already  evident  that  the  de- 
mocracy are  resolved  to  sustain  him.  There  tray 
be  shades  of  difference  as  to  the  mode — there  nay 
be  a variety  of  suggestions  as  to  minor  points— but, 
.although  the  federalists  are  now  madly  exultiig  in 
their  fancied  triumph,  it  will  be  found  that  upci  this 
great  principle  the  republican  party  is  unite'  from 
one  extremity  of  the  union  to  the  other.  The 
false  and  idle  accusations  that  those  who  would 
keep  distinct  the  business  ol  the  treasuryand  the 
banks  are  desirous  to  injure  those  instiutions — - 
that  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  is  a:ned  at — 
and  that  the  rights  of  property  will  be  invded — are 
already  taking  their  place  among  thf  exploded 
fabrications  of  federalism;  and  if  any  king. more 
were  wanting  to  expose  them,  it  is  fund  in  the 
candid  and  explicit  language  of  the  'resent  mes- 
sage. 

The  exposition  made  by  the  prsident  of  the 
continued  violation  of  its  obligatior  by  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  gives  a nevpjol  of  the  faith- 
less conduct  of  that  institution.  It  will  leave 
nothing  undone  which  can  show  s utter  disregard 
of  duty  and  law.  Instead  of  wil  ing  up  its  con- 
cerns, calling  in  its  notes,  andcanceliing  those 
which  were  issued  under  the  chaer  which  has  ex- 
pired, it  goes  on  reissuing  then  With  a circula- 
tion of  about  half  a million  ol  s own  notes,  ten 
millions  of  those  made  under  s old  charter  are 
reissued  or  kept  out.  Neitheiihe  executive  nor 
congress  will  fulfil  their  duty,f  such  a baretaced 
proceeding  is  suffered  to  contire  unchecked. 

One  of  the  prominent  topicaf  the  president’s 
message  is,  as  will  be  seen,  th  propriety  of  some 
modification  in  the  existing  pvisions  which  re- 
late to  the  public  lands.  Whi  the  present  wise 
policy  of  selling  the  lands  for.ash,  applying  the 
proceeds  for  the  general  be  fit,  and  lessening 
thereby  the  burden  of  taxations  sustained  in  op- 
position to  schemes  of  partiaappropriation,  two 
measures  of  improvement  areuggested.  One  ol 
these  is  to  extend  to  the  prent  settlers  a pre- 
emption right  of  retaining,  at  e lowest  price,  the 
lands  which  they  have  reclaiitl  from  the  wilder- 
ness and  improved.  The  plads,  to  graduate  the 
lands  which  have  remained  ste  time  unsold,  ac- 
cording to  their  real  value,  schat  the  population 
of  the  new  states  may  be  renred  more  compact, 


and  every  industrious  poor  man  in  the  U.  States 
may  have  it  in.  his  power  to  procure  for  himself  and 
his  children  a home  of  their  own;  thus  cairying  out 
that  benevolent  policy  which  would  people  the  pub- 
lic domain  with  owners  of  the  soil,  not  place  large 
tracts  of  it  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  by  whom 
they  would  be  huckstered  to  the  actual  settler. 

The  sketch  which  the  president  has  given  of  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  presents  the  usual  pic- 
ture of  peaceable  and  profitable  intercourse,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  Mexico.  The  aggressions  of 
that  country  on  American  commerce,  tile  delay  and 
refusal  of  redress,  and  the  insulting  conduct  of  the 
special  minister,  Mr.  Gorostiza,  were  known  be- 
fore, and  led  to  the  recommendation  of  general 
Jackson  that  an  authority  to  make  reprisals  should 
be  given  to  the  executive.  All  which  that  branch 
of  the  government  could  do,  had  been  already 
done.  Congress,  in  a spirit  of  forbearance  and 
magnanimity,  determined  that  another  application 
to  the  justice  of  Mexico  should  be  made.  This,  it 
appears,  has  been  done,  but  with  no  better  success 
than  heretofore;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  national 
legislature  will  take  those  steps  which  are  due  to 
the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  violated  rights  of 
the  citizen. 

There  are  other  parts  of  this  able  state  paper 
which  will  claim  the  particular  notice  of  our  read- 
ers, but  upon  which  at  present  we  have  not  space 
to  dwell.  It  evinces  throughout  that  devotion  to 
the  settled  principles  of  the  democratic  policy  which 
has  elevated  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  high  place  he 
holds,  and  which  secures  for  him  the  confidence  of 
his  constituents.  As  his  first  annual  message,  it 
may  he  regarded  as  an  exposition  of  his  general 
sentiments  on  political  topics;  and  every  line  of  it 
breathes  that  spirit,  every  position  sustains  those 
general  doctrines,  of  which  the  correctness  has  been 
established  by  the  support  given  to  them  during  the 
administrations  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson. 

From  the  Madisonian  of  Dec.  7. 

The  annual  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  delivered  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress on  Tuesday.  Ttiis  document,  always  looked 
for  with  interest,  will  be  sought  after  with  more 
than  usual  avidity,  considering  its  importance  at 
this  peculiar  and  difficult  crisis  of  public  affairs. 

It  opens  beautifully,  and  closes  with  a recom- 
mendation highly  creditable  to  the  president’s  liber- 
ality and  sense  of  justice. 

From  a slight  examination  of  the  subject,  and  no 
knowledge  of  the  accompanying  documents,  we 
are  scarcely  competent  to  express  an  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  foreign  relations,  which  are  set  forth,  it 
seems  to  us,  in  a very  clear  light,  with  a disposition 
inclined  to  that  peace  which  is  most  “consonant 
with  our  institutions,”  and  in  a view  highly  flatter- 
ing to  our  government.  It  seems,  we  are  on  the 
most  amicable  and  favorable  relations  with  all  fo- 
reign powers,  excepting  Portugal  and  Mexico.  Of 
the  president’s  views  on  the  various  questions  con- 
nected with  the  difficulties  with  those  nations,  we 
are  prepared,  as  yet,  to  express  no  opinion. 

In  regard  to  the  all-absorbing  subject  of  finances, 
we  are  informed  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue 
only  about  four  and  a half  millions  of  treasury  notes, 
and  that  the  current  expenses  of  the  coming  year 
will  be  met  by  the  government  without  difficulty. 
The  attention  of  congress  is  again  “invited  to  the 
necessity  of  additional  legislative  provisions  in  re- 
spect to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transfer  of 
the  public  money.”  Not  understanding  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  session  as  final  on  the  subject, 
and  being  yet  unconvinced  of  the  error  of  his  opi- 
nion, the  president  again  recommends  the  sub-trea- 
sury scheme. 

We  regret  to  observe  a statement  repeated  in  the 
message  which  was  first  promulgated  by  the  Globe 
— that  congress  negatived  the  state  bank  deposite 
system,  and  only  “ postponed ” the  consideration  of 
the  sub-treasury  plan.  This  has  frequently  been 
contradicted,  not  only  by  various  presses,  "but  by 
many  members  of  the  house.  The  members  of  con- 
gress did  not  so  understand  the  action  of  that  body, 
and  we  doubt  if  such  a statement  can  be  reconciled 
with  the  fact.  We  were  present  in  the  house  at 
the  time  the  vote  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Garland’s 
amendment;  and  such  was  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  taken  that  we  never,  from  the  moment,  have 
considered  that  vote  a fair  indication  of  the  opinion 
of  the  house.  The  sub-treasury  scheme  certainly 
shared  a similar  fate  to  both  the  national  bank,  and 
state  bank  questions — it  received  the  “negative”  of 
congress.  The  members  certainly  regarded  their 
own  action  upon  the  subject,  as  virtually  a re-en- 
actment of  the  existing  law — and  as  such  it  was, 
in  truth,  to  be  considered — and  not  as  a rejection  of 
the  state  banks,  and  a “postponement”  merely  of 
the  sub-treasury  scheme. 


The  message  would  yield  the  utmost  deference 
to  the  “opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people;”  but  of 
ail  the  elections  that  have  taken  place,  one  only  is 
to  be  regarded  as  indicative  of  those  “opinions  and 
wishes,”  as  only  one  has  been  “held  for  the  federal 
government.”  The  election  referred  to,  is,  doubt- 
less, that  of  Arkansas,  which  returned  Mr.  Yell  to 
congress.  “Local  elections  for  state  officers  have, 
however,  been  held  in  several  of  the  states,  at  which 
the  expediency  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  execu- 
tive has  been  more  or  less  discussed.”  “But,” 
says  the  message,  “questions  of  far  deeper  and 
more  immediate  local  interest,  than  the  fiscal  plans 
ot  the  national  treasury  were  involved  in  those 
elections.”  And  what  was  the  question? — the 
banking  question— ay,  the  banking  question.  It 
was  this  interest,  the  message  charges  by  implica- 
tion, that  “exercised  a far  greater  influence  over 
the  result,  than  any  which  could  possibly  have  been 
produced  by  a conflict  of  opinion  in  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  administration  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
bearings  upon  that  interest.” 

We  have  certainly  seen  no  authority  for  so  se- 
vere a reflection  upon  the  free  franchise  and  inde- 
pendent action  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  except  in  the  columns  of  the  Globe  and  N. 
Y.  Evening  Post,  and  one  or  two  other  loco-foco 
papers.  The  republican  papers  of  that  state  have 
generally  repelled  the  same  imputation  when  it 
proceeded  from  the  foco-focos.  We  scarcely  be- 
lieve the  people  of  New  York  are  prepared  to  bear 
an  imputation  of  that  sort,  although  it  should  come 
from  the  lather  of  the  safety  fund  system  himself, 
who,  on  that  account,  may  be  supposed  to  under- 
stand its  operations. 

Unless  we  have  been  greatly  deceived  by  false 
reports,  the  very  reverse  is  true  in  regard  to  the 
state  of  New  York.  The  republican  newspapers 
from  that  state,  with  some  one  or  two  exceptions, 
have  repeatedly  informed  us  that  the  banking  inter- 
est stood  aloof  in  those  elections;  that  it  was  not 
arrayed  against  the  friends  of  the  administration  at 
the  polls,  but  that  the  election  went  by  default 
against  the  administration,  in  consequence  of  the 
apathy  and  indifference  which  had  been  forced 
upon  its  Inends,  hj  the  dangeious  conduct  of  the 
loco-focos,  (supporters  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme), 
and  the  alarming  apprehensions  entertained  in  rela- 
tion to  the  effect  of  measures  proposed  by  the  ex- 
ecutive, at  the  special  session.  We  believe  the 
truth  to  be,  and  we  think  we  shall  be  sustained  by 
the  people  of  that  state  in  making  the  assertion, 
that,  those  who  staid  away  from  the  polls,  did  so,  that 
the  administration  might  be  rebuked  for  the  course  it 
had  taken,  and  instructed  to  retrace  its  steps.  We 
are  willing  to  stake  all  the  reputation  we  may  ever 
possess  for  political  sagacity,  upon  the  prediction, 
that  time  will  prove  the  statement  we  have  made 
to  be  strictly  true.  We  regret  that  the  president 
should  have  hazarded  an  imputation  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  the  slate  of  New  York,  which  has  never  been 
justified  by  any  journal  in  that  state,  except  the 
Evening  Post  and  one  or  two  insignificant  loco-foco 
papers,  not  to  be  relied  on,  except  in  their  own  un- 
hallowed cause. 

The  message  continues  to  urge  the  scheme  for 
divorcing  the  government  from  the  hanks,  and  cor- 
porations of  all  kinds.  There  seems  to  be  a discre- 
pancy of  opinion  among  the  friends  of  that  measure, 
in  the  respect  alluded  to.  It  has  been  abundantly 
proven  by  the  opponents  of  the  scheme,  that  it  is 
virtually  an  entire  nullification  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem; and  in  this  view,  we  gave  in  our  last  paper 
the  testimony  of  the  “new  ally”  of  that  party, 
whose  name  is  associated  with  other  kinds  of  nulli- 
fication than  this.  We  may  presume,  therefore, 
that  the  executive  wished  it  not  to  be  regarded  as  a 
measure  of  hostility  to  the  state  institutions;  but  it 
has  been  and  will  he  so  regarded  by  friend  and  foe, 
and  is,  in  fact,  a measure  at  once  fatal  to  the  exis- 
tence of  the  banks. 

The  president  alludes  to  the  special  deposite 
scheme,  but  not  with  indications  of  much  favor. 
We  shall  have  occasion  to  allude  to  this  plan  here- 
after. 

There  are  many  other  topics  of  much  interest  in 
the  message,  and  none  more  so  than  that  of  the 
publie  lands.  We  have  not  time  to-day  to  express 
our  opinion  upon  the  various  questions  which  still 
arise  upon  the  other  matters  of  which  the  message 
treats. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 

From  the  Albany  Argils  of  Saturday  last. 

The  attack  on  St.  Charles — the  burning  of  the  town 
by  the  royalists,  and  their  retreat — confirmation  of 
the  defeat  of  the  royal  forces  at  St.  Dennis. 

The  northern  mail  of  last  evening,  brings  confir- 
mation strong,  from  a royalist  source,  of  former  ac- 
counts of  the  repulse  of  the  regular  forces  under 
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col.  Gore  by  the  Canadians,  at  St.  Dennis,  on  Thurs- 
day a week,  with  the  loss  of  six  killed  and  ten 
wounded — among  whom  was  capt.  Markham — and 
of  their  retreat  to  Sorel,  on  that  and  the  following 
day,  together  with  other  particulars  touching  the 
movement  of  the  government  troops  and  the  state 
of  the  provinces,  of  much  interest. 

We  have  also  accounts  from  St.  Albans  and  Bur- 
lington, Vt.  of  the  result  of  the  contemplated  attack 
of  the  royalists  upon  St.  Charles,  where,  it  would 
seem,  nearly  all  the  disposable  forces  of  the  govern- 
ment had  been  concentrated;  of  their  repulse  a se- 
cond time,  by  the  insurgents  at  that  post — and  of 
their  retreat  to  the  woods;  though  not  without  hav- 
ing achieved  the  burning  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles. 
We  give  the  accounts  as  they  come  to  us;  and  first 
those  which  related  that  of  this  last  affair: 

ATTACK  ON  ST.  CHARLES. 

Franklin  Journal — Extra. 

St.  Abans,  Vt.,  Tuesday  Evening , Nov.  28,  1837. 

Passengers  in  the  stage  who  left  Montreal  last 
evening,  and  arrived  at  Highgate  this  evening  re- 
port that  the  patriots  are  gaining  at  St.  Charles. 

Frequent  skirmishes  have  taken  place,  the  result 
generally  favorable  to  the  patriots. 

Yesterday  and  to-day  firing  vvas  heard  in  the  di- 
rection of  St.  Charles. 

They  contradict  the  rumor  so  current  for  the  last 
24  hours,  that  the  royalists  had  taken  St.  Charles, 
routed  the  patriots,  killed  300  and  taken  gen.  Brown 
prisoner. 

The  greatest  excitement  prevails  in  the  commu- 
nity. Amidst  the  multitude  of  rumors  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  truth.  A day  or 
two  will  probably  furnish  something  decisive. 

Later  still,  10  o’clock,  P.  111.  We  learn  from  a 
source  we  credit,  that  on  Saturday  at  11  P.  M.  the 
Britisji  attacked  the  patriots — there  was  hard  fight- 
ing until  5 A.  M.  For  a while  the  patriots  were 
put  to  confusion. 

A reinforcement  of  1,800  patriots  came  up,  attack- 
ed the  British  in  the  rear  aiid  routed  them.  The 
royalists  had  retreated  to  a wood,  and  constant  ac- 
cessions of  the  Canadians  troops  were  pouring  in 
when  the  messenger  left. 

The  royalists  had  burned  the  village  of  Saint 
Charles. 

We  look  hourly  for  further  intelligence.  The  re- 
sult is  doubtful. 

Great  fears  are  entertained  at  Montreal  of  an  in- 
vasion from  Terrebonne  where  a large  patriot  force 
was  collected. 

Almost  all  the  regulars  were  at  St.  Charles. — 
The  volunteers  were  barricading  the  streets  of  the 
city. 

' Free  Press  office,  Burlington,  Nov.  28. 

DIRECT  FROM  ST.  CHARLES. 

A very  intelligent  gentleman  who  left  Swanton 
this  morning,  bring  us  news  direct  from  St.  Charles 
to’  10  o'clock,,  A.  M.,  and  from  St.  Mary’s,  14  miles 
from  iSt. 'CMrles,'  to  5 o’clock,  P.  M.,  on  Saturday. 
Up  to  the  hour,  he  left  St.  Charles  no  attack  had 
been  made1  oil  that  post,  nor  was  any  cannonading 
heard  at  St.  Mary’s  at  5 o'clock.  The  patriot  force 
on  Saturday.was  known  to  be  4,000  at  St.  Charles, 
and  1,500  at  St.  Dennis,  with  hourly  acquisitions  of 
men  and  munitions.  The  government  force,  sup- 
posed to  be  700  strong,  then. lay  between  St.  Charles 
and  St.  Dennis.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  first  de- 
tachment1 that  left  Montreal,  In  regard  to  the  se- 
cond detachment,  our  informant.  ,says  a report  vvas 
current  that  they  lauded  at  Longueyil  with  the  in- 
tention of  reaching  St.  Charles  by  land;  but  that 
they  \jvefy  assailed  by  the  .inhabitants  from  the  bush 
and  road  sidy,, , pud.  finally  driven  back  to  Longuevil. 
Ttiis?  hovveyer,  he  gives  as.  report  only.  But,  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  tjijs  detachment  had  not  been  heard 
of  in  the,  yiciiiity  of  Sti.  Charle.s.  T.  S.Brown  com- 
mands,, the  ' patriot,,  forces,  in  pej-son,  and  is  said  to 
"be  in  nigh  Spirits.  :,  . . 

Our  informant  also  gives  us  the  official  , patriot  re- 
port of,  thq  of.  Iannis  idugagetnejii,  which  varies 
from  our'  Iqnney  report  only  i,u  thi?;  that  the;  loyalists 
lost  abont fifty  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  theCana- 
dignsbut  seveji.  The  loyalists  left  behind  them, 
thirteen  wounded,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  100  cannon 
balls,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  other. munitions. 
It  seyms  the  attack  was  unexpectedly  made  upon 
the  troops  from  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  houses; 
With  most  deadly  effect;  and  hardly  had  they  brought 
their  guns  to  bear  upon  trie  enemy  in  front,  before 
they  were  gttacke'd  in'the’rear,"  and  finally  compel- 
led to  retry  at.  in!  great  confusiqn.  Several  of  the 
soldiers  slain  it  is  said  .were  thrown  into  the  river, 
- and,  were  aflenvards  found,  by  tjje  patriots  with  their 
accoutrements  upon  thein.  . This  jy  the  patriot  ver- 
sion  at  Si.  Charles.  '!>.  lir.o.  i : r . 

,-,j  p.up  ^ifpriffiijipt. is,  Al i’.9ry,in,teiljgent.  gentleman, 
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believe,  has  stated  to  us  truly  what  he  believes  to 
be  the  facts: — from  all  which  it  would  appear  that 
the  loyalists  have  placed  themselves  in  a false  posi- 
tion, and  if  they  ever  return  to  Montreal  again,  they 
will,  to  say  the  least,  be  very  fortunate. 

We  understand  that  most  or  all  the  roads  on  the 
line  are  guarded  by  loyal  militia,  and  that  every 
person  who  passes  is  closely  scrutinized.  Several 
persons  have  been  refused  permission  to  cross  the 
line  with  their  property;  and  some  have  come  with- 
out it. 

Missiskoui  bay,  Slab  city  and  St.  Johns  were  in 
hourly  expectation  of  an  attack  irom  the  patriots. 

A meeting  was  held  at  Churchville,  Toronto  dis- 
trict, Upper  Canada,  which  virtually  declared  in- 
dependence, and,  reported  a constitution  for  what 
they  call  “the  state  of  Upper  Canada.”  Report 
says  that  Bidewell  is  in  motion  again. 

The  Montreal  Herald  of  Saturday  contains  a call 
for  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  American  origin,  at 
the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  on  the  26th,  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  what  they  deem  to  be  an  er- 
roneous impression,  that  the  patriot  cause  is  likely 
to  meet  with  countenance  and  support  from  (he  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  pledge 
their  own  individual  influence  in  support  of  her 
majesty’s  government.  The  call  is  signed  by  John 
E.  Mills  and  sixty  others. 

A correspondent  of  the  Herald  lashes  lord  Gos- 
ford  with  unmerciful  severity  for  his  remissness, 
and  intimates  that  “another  God  than  that  of  war 
has  occupied  his  thoughts.”  He  however  calls 
upon  his  excellency  now  to  bestir  himself,  and  “if 
he  wishes  to  crush  rebellion  in  the  bud,  let  him 
send  for  ten  thousand  militia  from  Upper  Canada. 
Without  them  Montreal  cannot  be  defended.”  So 
says  this  correspondent  without  comment  from  Ihe 
editor. 

Sentinel  office,  Burlington,  Nov.  2i)th,  1837. 

Our  Canadian  correspondent  in  a letter  dated  at 
Montreal,  Nov.  27,  says: 

“The  Canadians  are  rallying.  There  is  very  lit- 
tle faith  to  be  put  in  the  government  papers — lying 
is  now  their  peculiar  prerogative — since  the  opposi- 
tion papers  are  stopped.  The  Canadians  are  said 
to  be  rising  in  various  parts. 

“The  city  is  under  anus — soldiers  patrolling  the 
streets,  and  business  at  a stand.  No  one  talks  of 
any  thing  save  ‘the  news  from  the  seat  of  war.’  ” 

Still  later  from  the  scene  of  war  in  Ca- 
nada. 

As  far  as  we  can  hear  from  all  quarters  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  question,  there  has  not  as  yet  any 
decided  advantage  been  gained  by  the  royalists, 
but  on  the  contrary  a letter  has  been  received  at 
Swanton,  dated  Monday  morning  27th  inst.  irom 
gen.  Brown,  in  which  he  says  that  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  troops  on  Saturday,  and  were  mo- 
mentarily repulsed,  but  the  patriots  rallied  and 
concentrated  upon  the  point,  attacked,  and  com- 
pelled the  royal  troops  to  retreat;  the  patriots  fol- 
lowed their  advantage,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
troops  were  driven  in  great  confusion  to  the  woods 
with  the  loss  of  many  killed  and  wounded.  It  ap- 
pears from  all  we  can  learn  that  the  news  in  the 
Montreal  Morning  Courier,  is  much  exaggerated, 
if  not  wholly  untrue  as  it  regards  the  affair  of 
Saturday,  indeed  such  is  their  insulated  condition 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

In  the  letter  from  general  Brown  to  Dr.  Cote  at 
Swanton,  the  plan  for  future  operations  of  the 
patriots  was,  for  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  Dr.  Cote,  to  march  immediately  for  Mon- 
treal in  case  the  patriots  were  victorious  at  St 
Charles,  and  the  probability  is  that  Montreal  if 
not  already,  will  within  48  hours  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  patriots. 

The  mail  from  Stanstead  to  Sherbroke  was  in- 
tercepted, and  taken  on  Monday  by  the  patriot 
picket  guard. 

i ’ From  the  Albany  Advertiser  Extra. 

The  following  from  the  Burlington  Free  Press, 
may  be  taken  as  decisive  of  the  engagement  at  St. 
Charles. 

Burlington,  Friday,  Dec.  1. 

: LATEST  FROM  CANADA. 

St.  Charles  taken — the  patriots  dispersed!  Such 
is  the  intelligence  by  the  boat  from  St.  Johns  last 
flight.  Col.  .Wetherall  passed  through  St.  Johns 
yesterday  with  his  troops  on  their  return  to  Mon- 
treal. • According  to  present  information  the  at- 
tack'commenced  at  12  o’clock  on  Saturday,  and  the 
fortiwas'entered  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  at  half 
-past  John,  with:  the- loss  of  only  four  men  on  the 
•part :of;  the  loyalists;  The  patriot  loss  about  200 
•Jqflsifeand  30  taken  prisoners.  , ‘Brown  and  his  men 
had  fled  in  the  direction  ofiStfiEteqnis. 


The  affair  at  St.  Dennis. 

From  the  Montreal  Gazette  of  Saturday. 

We  mentioned  in  our  last,  that  in  consequence 
of  authentic  information  having  reached  town  of 
the  rebels  having  concentrated  as  St.  Charles,  on 
the  Richelieu  river,  three  companies  of  the  24th 
and  32d  regiments,  one  field  piece,  and  a small  de- 
tachment of  the  Montreal  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  col.  Gore,  had  been  embarked  on  Wed- 
nesday, on  board  the  steamboat  St.  George  for 
Sorel,  as  the  most  expeditious  route  to  St.  Charles; 
and  that  lieut-col.  Wetherall,  stationed  at  Cham- 
bly,  had  been'  furnished  with  instructions  to  inarch 
with  the  royals,  upon  the  same  point,  so  as  to  form 
a junction  with  the  force  under  col.  (iore.  We  re- 
gret to  state,  that  the  expedition  has  hitherto  fail- 
ed to  accomplish  the  object  in  view,  of  dislodging 
the  rebels  from  their  strongholds,  and  of  dispers- 
ing them,  as  it  had  been  anticipated  by  every  loyal 
subject  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  troops 
under  col.  Gore  were  landed  at  Sorel  on  Wednes- 
day night,  and  about  10  o'clock,  notwithstanding 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  extreme  incle- 
mency of  the  weather — -the  wind  being  squally 
and  tempestuous,  with  frequent  showers  of  sleet 
and  rain,  they  with  the  addition  of  the  two  com- 
panies of  the  66th,  under  capt.  Crompton,  station- 
ed at  Sorel,  were  marched  towards  the  supposed 
seat  of  the  enemy.  The  roads,  as  they  always  are 
at  this  period  of  the  year,  were  in  a horrible  con- 
dition, and  the  mud  and  water  during  almost  the 
whole  of  the  march,  was  knee  deep.  After  an 
unexampled  and  truly  harrassing  march  of  about 
12  hours,  the  troops  arrived  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  village  of  St.  Dennis  at  about  10  o’clock  on 
Thursday  morning. 

A picket  of  the  cavalry  being  at  this  time  in  ad- 
vance, and,  making  two  prisoners  of  the  rebel  party, 
brought  them  in  to  colonel  Gore,  who  learned 
from  them  that  the  insurgents  were  posted  in  great 
force  in  the  village  of  St.  Dennis.  The  necessary 
orders  were  then  given  for  the  troops  to  advance, 
an  order  which  was  promptly  obeyed,  notwith- 
standing the  harrassing  and  fatiguing  march  of  the 
night.  Towards  the  northeastern  entrance  of  the 
village  of  St.  Dennis,  there  is  a large  stone  house 
of  three  or  four  stories,  which  was  discovered  to 
be  full  of  armed  men,  who  opened  a sharp  and 
galling  fire  upon  the  troops.  The  skirmishing 
party  here  consisted  of  the  light  company  off  the 
32d,  under  the  command  of  captain  Markham. 
Within  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  firing  com- 
menced, captain  Markham  was  severely  wounded 
\n  the  leg;  and,  almost  at  the  same  moment,  re- 
ceived two  dangerous  wounds  in  Ihe  neck,  which 
bought  him  to  the  ground.  In  conveying  him 
to\he  rear,  we  understand  that  he  received  another 
wo\nd,  which  is  a proof  of  the  dexterity  and  pre- 
cisiln  of  the  fire  kept  up  by  the  rebel's.  It  was 
fount  by  col.  Gore,  that  the  infantry,  deprived  of 
the  resistance  of  col.  Wetherall’s  force,  was  inade- 
quateto  cope  with  the  terrible  fire  of  musketry 
that  vv\s  kept  up,  and  directed  against  them,  from 
the  st&e  house.  The  field  piece,  accordingly, 
was  braght  to  bear  upon  this  fort  of  the  rebellious 
army,  iiffich  injured  it  considerably,  and,  no 
doubt,  se\t  many  of  the  inmates  to  their  final  ac- 
count. Notwithstanding,  it  was  deemed  prudent 
to  retire,  i\  order  to  maintain  the  communication 
with  Soreljns  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  seen 
gathering  fW  all  directions  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion. At  abut  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  order  to  ill  back  was  given,  and  with  the  loss 
of  six  men  ki'bd  and  ten  wounded,  a careful  re- 
treat was  cormenced.  The  roads  were  so  bad 
that  it  was  hnbssibie  to  get  further  than  three 
miles  that  nighiand  col.  Gore  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  bivdacldng  till  daylight  of  Friday 
morning,  whence  again  commenced  his  march 
upon  Sorel,  whel  he  was  to  await  provisions  and 
a reinforcementpoth  of  which,  we  understand, 
were  fowarded  pm  this  city  early  yesterday 
morning  by  the  sbmboat  St.  George.  The  rein- 
forcement sent  existed  of  a detachment  of  the 
32d  regiment,  undimaj.  Reid,  and  two  field  pieces. 

With  respect  tithe  march  and  operations  of 
lieutenant  coloneJWetberall  irom  Chambly,  we 
understand,  immSately  upon  receiving  his  or- 
ders, which  were  nveyed  to  him  by  lieutenant 
Weir,  of  the  32d  igiment,  he  marched  towards 
St.  Charles;  but  ii  ing  that  many  of  the  bridges 
had  been  cut  dowind  carried  away  by  the  rebels, 
bis  march  was  so  ich  impeded,  that,  as  the  last 
accounts  state,  (fiyarded  by  Dr.  Jones  and  Mr. 
Molson,  jr.  of  the  vnlry)  he  had  only  got  down- 
wards as  far  as  Rville.  a distance  about  seven 
miles  below  Chamy.  Colonel  Wetherall,  how- 
ever, was  determirt  to  persevere  in  his  march, 
and  we  have  no  dot,  will  reach  in  time  for  the 
proposed  renewed  aclc  on  the  rebels. 

After  the  deliverof  his  despatches  to  colonel 
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Wetherall,  lieut.  Weir,  proceeded  in  a caleche  to 
join  his  own  corps,  under  the  command  of  col. 
i Gore;  but  his  driver  brought  him  to  the  village  of 
St.  Dennis,  where  he  was  made  a prisoner  by  the 
I rebels,  in  whose  custody  he  still  unfortunately  re- 
mains. 

The  steamboat  St.  George  arrived  in  port  yester- 
i day  evening,  bringing  captain  Markham,  and  some 
of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  as  passengers,  from  So- 
rel.  The  friends  of  captain  Markham,  and  the  loy- 
al part  of  the  community,  in  general,  will  be  happy 
to  learn,  that  the  wounds  of  this  brave  and  excel- 
lent officer,  arc  not  considered  of  a dangerous  na- 
ture. One  is  through  the  right  leg,  and  two  on  the 
left  side  of  the  neck.  One  of  the  balls  making  the 
wounds  on  the  neck,  has  been  cut  out  behind  the 
right  shoulder;  but  the  other  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
tracted, in  consequence  of'  its  course  or  seat  not 
having  been  discovered.  He  has,  besides,  received 
a wound,  probably  from  a splinter,  on  the  inside  of 
the  right  knee.  Capt.  Markham,  we  understand, 
is  in  extremely  good  spirits,  and  hopes  to  return  to 
his  duty  in  a few  weeks. 

.All  was  quiet  at  Montreal  on  Saturday.  Anests 
however  were  going  on.  Two  persons  (Lamotte 
of  Laprairie  and  Dr.  Nelson  of  Montreal)  were  ta- 
ken on  Friday  on  charges  of  sedition  or  treason. 
From  the  interior,  the  accounts  were  that  Mr. 
Chaffers  of  St.  Cesaire,  had  been  obliged  to  fly  for 
hi3  life  in  consequence  of  his  refusal  to  give  up  his 
commission — and  that  Demaray  and  Davignon,  the 
rescued  prisoners,  had  been  retaken^ 

Under  a requisition  from  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  the 
43rd  regiment,  stationed  at  New  Brunswick,  had 
been  ordered  by  land  to  Canada,  and  the  S5th  to 
replace  the  4.')rd.  The  34th,  if  necessary,  it  was 
supposed  would  also  follow  to  Canada. 

Quebec  dates  are  no  later  than  the  22d  ult.  They 
indicate  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
but  little  had  been  done  beyond  the  issuing  of  pro- 
clamations for  the  preservation  of  the  peace — prepa- 
rations for  a new  guard  house  at  one  of  the  city 
gates,  and  the  adoption  of  strict  regulations  relative 
to  the  admission  of  persons  within  the  city  at  night. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  JOHN  P.  KING. 

From  the  Jluzusta  ( Geo.)  Constitutionalist. 

Messrs.  Editors:  The  following  letter  from  the 
bon.  J.  P.  King,  dated  Oct.  17,  1S37,  to  a friend  in 
this  city,  may  be  of  advantage  to  some  of  your 
■readers.  In  that  hope  I communicate  it,  though 
the  familiar  style  of  its  composition  evidently 
shews,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the  public  eye, 
nor  indeed  for  any  other  scrutiny  than  that  of  pri- 
vate friendship.  Its  predictions  are  remarkable 
and  views  so  sound,  as  well  as  sagacious,  thaU 
have  felt  myself  rather  entitled  to  the  writer’s  h- 
dulgence  for  (his  breach  of  friendly  confidence, -nd 
certainly  to  the  thanxs  of  the  public,  for  venturing 
to  enlighten  it  at  such  risk.  The  strictures  o the 
course  of  political  opponents,  I think,  are  notnore 
■severe  than  usual  in  public  controversies,  am  I am 
sure  were  not  intended  to  transcend  the  lints  of 
an  honest  exposure  of  the  fallacies  to  whin  they 
•allude.  So  much  for  my  own  justification 

THAT  FREND. 

Col.  Brent’s,  on  the  Potomac , Oct.  17n  1S37. 

My  dear r:  By  the  kind  invitatio’°f  colonel 

Brent,  I have  stopped  a few  days  to  snri  the  coun- 
try air  and  shoot  wild  fowl.  T have^M  at , and 
dreadfully  frightened,  a great  numb<  to-day,  but 
the  quantity  bagged  is  not  satisfactory.  The  truth  is, , 
I fear  I am  too  quick  on  the  trigger~a  fault  some- 
times attributed  to  me  in  politics  a' well  as  in  par- 
tridge shooting. 

And  so  some  of  my  old  politicl  friends  are  up 
against  my  speech,  hah?  Don’t  yu  think  it  would 
flave  been  better  for  them  to  h'e  answered  my 
arguments  before  they  flew  into  passion  with  the 
author?  As  Jack  Downing  say:  “that  is  my  no- 
tion.” I care  nothing  for  the  offe  for  its  sahe,  and 
that  they  may  have  willingly,  ithey  wish  it:  but 
really  instead  of  quarrelling  wi  me,  I regret  ex- 
tremely they  have  not  seen  the  icessity  of  uniting 
in  the  only  course  that  can  savche  party  from  de- 
struction. It  was  a saying  of.rrington  that  you 
might  put  a dozen  puppies  into  sack  and  shake  it, 
and  when  thc-y  began  to  suffer  in,  they  would  in- 
stantly commence  tearing  eac  other,  but  would 
never  think  of  biting  the  handiat  shook  the  sack. 
Our  party  is  the  party  of  the  pple,  and  with  even 
a tolerable  regard  to  democratirrinciples,  we  must 
always  be  in  the  majority.  B we  have  for  years 
been  forced  into  a wrong  positn;  congress  has  had 
little  more  to  do  with  the  tinae3  of  the  country, 
for  several  years  past,  than  th  hoors  of  Russia  or 
the  slaves  of  Turkey.  This  Iiink  has,  or  at  least 
will  cease,  as  soon  as  Mr.  YaBuren  gets  through 
the  “unfinished  business”  of  s predecessor,  and 
fairly  sits  upon  his  own  seat;  t we  have  taken  no 
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steps  to  convince  the  people  of  this;  and  from  the 
ex-president’s  letters  and  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  pro- 
mises and  recent  recommendations,  they  have  no 
reason  to  believe,  that  they  will  not  be  tormented 
and  tortured  bjr  experiments  just  as  much  as  be- 
fore. If  we  do  not  wish  to  be  annihilated  as  a 
party,  let  us  take  hold  of  the  hand  that  has  tortured, 
and,  I fear,  ruined  us,  and  not  further  weaken  our 
forces  by  exhausting  our  strength  on  each  other. 

The  great  mass  have  found  out  that  their  distres- 
ses have  been  caused  by  executive  misrule  in 
the  finances,  and  they  cannot  be  convinced  to  the 
contrary.  For  many  years  they  quit  thinking  for 
themselves  on  the  subject;  but  when  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  quit  eating  also,  their  attention  was  roused 
to  the  necessity  of  reasoning  on  their  own  inter- 
ests; and  when  they  do  this,  free  from  party  influ- 
ence, it  is  a very  plain  case.  If  we  do  not  ease  the 
people,  then,  on  this  subject,  what  is  to  become  of 
us?  Ohio  is  gone.  New  Jersey  is  gone.  Rhode 
Island  is  gone.  Maine  is  gone.’  Indiana  is  gone. 
Pennsylvania  is  almost  gone,  and  Georgia,  North 
Carolina  and  Aarkansas  thought  to  be  in  danger,  and 
to  cap  the  climax.  I shall  not  be  surprised,  if  we 
lose  Newr  York.  The  city  I know  is  gone.  And 
what  have  we  gained?  Mr.  Calhoun  has  taken  a 
fancy  to  us,  to  be  sure;  but  if  we  give  him  control, 
he  will  ruin  us;  and  if  we  do  not,  he’ll  leave  us  in 
less  than  12  months.  We  know  his  own  opinion, 
given  last  year,  of  the  “cohesive  power”  that  binds 
us  together.  Mr.  C.  is  a great  man,  and  in  private 
life  a most  exemplary  one;  but  he  is  so  eccentric 
and  changeable  that  as  a guide,  there  is  no  confi- 
dence to  be  placed  in  him.  Look  back  at  his  opi- 
nions on  a national  bank,  and  hear  him  at  the  last 
session — his  former  opinions  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem, mated,  with  a complete  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, as  necessary  to  secure  the  permanent  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  hear  him  lately  talk  about 
state  rights  1 ! 

Then  there  is  Pickens;  it  is  said  he  has  come 
over  to  us.  And  what  sort  of  a come  over  is  it?  He 
votes  for  the  divorce,  and  makes  a speech  for  it,  in 
which  there  is  denunciation  and  bitterness  enough 
to  kill  ten  administrations.  He  abuses  us  as  pick- 
pockets— we  have  to  take  it  as  spaniels  and  recom- 
mend “Mr.  Pickens’s  able  speech  to  the  perusal  of 
the  public!”,  I don’t  want  such  allies  as  these.  I 
had  rather  be  in  the  minority,  and  “fight  under.”  I 
would  say  to  master  Pickens,  that  if  he  wishes  to 
join  the  democracy  in  its  present  weakness,  iet 
him  do  it,  like  a generous  man,  on  equal  terms,  and 
not  come  to  our  relief,  like  an  Ocracoke  wrecker, 
to  abuse  and  insult  a shipw'recked  crew,  and  claim 
all  their  goods  for  salvage.  Mr.  P.  has  taken  it 
into  his  head,  that  he  is  and  must  be  very  consist- 
ent, because,  with  a little  squad  of  ultra  opposition, 
he  voted  for  the  separation  in  1834.  But,  was  it 
not  notorious,  that  the  only  object  then  was,  to  em- 
barrass the  administration  in  the  “experiment,” 
which  was  then  a great  favorite?  Now,  he  seems  to 
glory  in  his  position,  because  it  enables  him  to 
abuse  the  administration  with  impunity.  Why,  I’d 
as  soon  depend  on  Beelzebub  to  defend  me  against 
Satan,  as  on  Pickens  to  defend  me  against  the  whigs. 
Plowever,  Pickens  is  a gentleman  and  rnan  of 
talents.  And  he  appeals  adroitly,  does  he  not? — as 
does  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  the  sectional  feelings  of  the 
south,  to  sustain  that,  which  he  fears  their  reason 
would  not  approve.  But  I have  no  time  now  to 
criticise  this  speech.  You  will  see  it,  I presume; 
for  I should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if,  with  all  its 
bitterness,  some  of  our  democratic  papers  were  to 
publish  it,  and  ask  attention  to  it.  1 will  only  add, 
that  if  I had  a leisure  hour,  in  reach  of  a few  sta- 
tistics, T think  I could  make  sad  work  with  some 
parts  of  it.  1 will  only  say  here,  that  the  idea  held 
out  to  the  south,  that  the  specie  restriction  will 
benefit  our  commerce,  is  a sheer  delusion.  So  long 
as  we  are  united,  and  free  trade  exists — so  long  as 
we  are  agricultural  and  the  north  commercial — in 
short,  so  long  as  the  present  elemenis  of  production 
exist  in  each  section,  and  each  section  (on  free 
trade  principles)  is  allowed  the  advantages  of  the 
other  at  the  cheapest  rate,  just  so  long  will  the  specie 
restriction  operate  against  us.  “Say”  is  right 
when  he  says,  “the  divorce”  will  tend  to  make  New 
York  the  London  of  America.  I do  not  think  the 
inequality  of  the  system  would  be  as  great  as  some 
others  think;  but  whatever  operation  it  would  have 
in  that  way,  would  be  against  us. 

The  fallacy  held  out  lately  to  feed  the  sectional 
feeling  of  the  south,  on  this  subject,  consists  in 
mistaking  the  effect  for  the  cause.  It  is  not  the 
deposite  system,  or  the  U.  S.  bank,  that  “central- 
izes” commerce  at  the  north;  but  it  is  the  commerce 
of  the  north  that  centralizes  the  deposites  there. 
Why  did  not  the  trade  centralize  in  Philadelphia 
instead  of  New  York?  Just  because,  in  trade,  ca- 
pital follows  business,  and  business  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  capital.  But  we  are  degraded  by 


“touching  at  the  north  to  pay  tribute.”  Well:  Sup- 
pose we  imported  directly  the  whole  value  of  our 
exports,  say  eighty  millions,  to  Charleston  or  Sa- 
vannah. What  would  we  do  with  this  heavy  im- 
portation? We  should  consume  a few  millions  as 
we  do  now  and  carry  the  balance  to  the  north,  and 
“touch”  there  to  exchange  it  for  northern  produc- 
tions, and  such  other  foreign  merchandise  as  is  to 
be  found  there,  and  imported  from  those  countries  not 
consuming  southern  productions. 

But,  it  is  considered  wonderfully  strange  and 
very  unnatural,  that  we  should  not  import  directly 
for  our  whole  consumption  at  least.  Why,  it  is  the 
plainest  thing  in  the  world — unless  the  cherished 
advantage  ol  free  trade  is  all  a delusion.  These 
things  are  regulated  by  the  interest  of  consumers, 
and  that  interest  ascertained  by  calculation.  Why 
do  we  obtain  from  London  the  products  of  every 
quarter  of  the  globe?  Simply,  because  London 
trades  with  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  a full 
assortment  can  be  lound  there,  cheaper  than  by 
looking  for  it  in  a thousand  different  markets.  That’s 
all;  and  the  answer  as  to  London,  answers  the  great 
mystery  as  to  the  trade  of  New  York.  Why  does 
New  York  import  for9-10ths  of  the  consumption  of 
the  United  States?  Simply,  because  it  is  the  na- 
tural, and,  with  all  its  advantages,  the  cheapest  de- 
pot for  the  consumption  of  9-10ths  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States;  and  from  its  local  position,  can 
furnish  an  outward  cargo  to  nearly  every  port  in 
the  commercial  world,  whose  products  the  people 
of  any  portion  of  the  United  States  consume.  These 
advantages  will  always  give  it  the  advantage  of  an 
extensive  assortment,  ind  so  far  an  advantage  over 
any  southern  port. 

I have  been  led  to  taese  remarks  upon  the  latest 
fashions  in  finance  from  seeing  a notice  of  a con- 
vention to  meet  at  Augusta  about  this  time,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  seems  closely  allied  with  these  south- 
ern notions.  I am  in  favor  of  the  object  of  this 
convention,  but  I hopeit  may  not  be  turned  into  a 
political  machine,  whici  may  defeat  all  the  good  that 
would  otherwise  grow  rut  of  it.  Above  all,  I hope 
its  action  may  be  base!  on  solid  and  philosophical 
commercial  principles,  which  alone  can  promise 
any  permanent  good  t>  the  country.  By  sectional 
appeals  you  may  ‘-restive”  the  people  into  an  ex- 
citement, which  may  temporarily  aid  the  cities,  at 
the  expense  of  the  plaiters  and  country  consumers; 
but  the  advantage  to  he  cities  even,  would  not  be 
permanent.  First  ant  last,  the  planters  have  been 
fleeced  by  humbugs  aid  experiments  enough,  God 
knows,  and,  (though  iny  interests  are  in  the  city), 

I hope  they  may  be  scared  on  this  occasion. 

We  must,  then,  do  something ; if  we  wish  to  in- 
crease our  import  trade  and  aid  our  southern  ports 
by  any  pennament  advantages,  more  then  they  now 
possess.  As  the  philosophical  major  Jack  says: 
“When  a chimley  smo.res  at  the  wrong  eend,  we 
should  ascertain  the  cause  on’t  and  go  to  work  the 
right  way  to  mend  it.”  What  then  is  to  be  done? 
If  I were  not  nearly  at  the  end  of  my  last  scrap  of 
paper,  I would  try  and  tell  you.  Several  things 
may  be  done  to  divide  the  advantages  of  New  York 
with  our  southern  ports,  but  I have  only  room  to 
mention  one.  and  that  briefly:  Finish  your  state 
rail  road.  You  will  then  furnish  the  natural  de- 
pots and  cheapest  transportation  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  most  fertile  parts  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  You  will  also  penetrate  and  drain  the 
same  country  of  its  exports,  by  means  of  a shorter 
and  cheaper  transportation,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  an  advantage  to  that  extent  over  the  New 
York  canal,  where  all  other  advantages  are  equal. 

I must  finish  this  subject  at  some  other  time,  unless 
I see  you  shortly,  which  is  doubtful.  I have  not 
determined  whether  I will  return  directly  home 
after  returning  to  Washington,  or  remain  a few 
weeks  at  Philadelphia.  Your  friend, 

J.  P.  KING. 


FROM  MR.  LEGARE— LETTER  TO  A CON- 
STITUENT. 

From  the  Charleston  Courier. 

Dear  sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
shall  now  briefly  state  upon  paper,  the  considera- 
tions which  seemed  to  strike  you  in  conversation, 
and  which,  however  trite  elsewhere,  I found,  to  my 
very  great  surprise,  on  arriving  in  Charleston,  have 
not  been  presented  to  the  public  here.  As  all  our 
newspapers,  without  a single  exception,  seem  to 
have  given  in  their  adhesion  to  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  their  impenetrable  silence  as  to  most  of  the 
arguments  urged  against  it  is  not  much  to  be  won- 
dered at.  As  to  my  part  in  the  argument,  you  will 
perceive  why,  speaking  at  the  close  of  a very  pro- 
tracted discussion  in  both  houses,  I was  compelled 
to  take  much  tor  granted  as  already  established  by 
previous  speakers.  The  view  I took  oi  the  whole 
subject,  seemed  to  be  all  that  was  left  an  orator 
who  aimed  at  once  at  throwing  new  light  upon  the 
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eli'ect  whatever  (any  favorable  effect,  I mean,)  in  i 
checking  their  issues,  and  either  restoring  specie 
payments,  or  maintaining  them  after  they  shall 
have  been  restored?  The  government,  by  the  sup- 
position, abandons  those  institutions  to  themselves; 
puts  them  all  indiscriminately  to  the  ban  of  the 
empire — gives  itself  no  concern  about  their  con- 
duct— abjures  all  connection  with  the  monetary 
interests  of  society,  except  by  now  and  then  coin- 
ing a few  dollars  and  eagles,  and  requiring  the 
merchant  to  pay  his  duties  in  them:  how,  I ask, 
are  these  pieces  of  gold  and  silver,  comparatively 
few  as  they  will  be,  at  all  events — but  few,  or 
many — how  are  th  ’y  to  be  made  to  circulate  as 
money,  if  either  from  a foreign  demand,  (as  at 
present,)  or  a distrust  of  paper,  (which  this  sys- 
tem will  beget,)  or  excessive  issues  of  the  banks 
themselves,  (which  it  does  nothing  to  prevent,) 
they  continue  at  a premium?  How  is  the  metal- 
lic basis  of  the  circulation,  to  be  widened  by  them? 
Will  they  ever  go  into  circulation  at  all,  while  ex- 
changes are  against- us,  or  while  bank  paper  is  de- 
preciated, from  whatever  cause?  Why  do  they  not 
now?  But  suppose  exchanges  to  become  favorable, 
and  the  country  to  be  llooded  with  gold  and  silver, 
would  the  proposed  system  have  the  least  tenden- 
cy to  keep  them  in  circulation,  should  the  banks, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  issue  so  much  paper  as  to 
raise  our  prices  again  beyond  those  of  other  coun- 
tries, or  a commercial,  and  still  more  a political 
panic  oceur?  in  a word,  would  it  not  depend  ab- 
solutely upon  the  banks,  so  left  to  themselves — 
upon  their  issues  being  moderate  or  the  reverse — 
whether  the  gold  and  silver  thus  brought  into  the 
country  should  circulate  there  at  all  as  money,  or 
be  sold  at  home  or  abroad  as  bullion  or  merchan- 
dise? To  talk  of  its  creating  a new  demand  for  the 
precious  metals,  and  so  attracting  them  to  our 
(otherwise)  inhospitable  shores,  is  in  the  last  de- 
gree absurd.  There  is  always  demand  enough  for 
them,  if  their  place  be  not  supplied  by  something 
cheaper,  or  less  valuable ; but  if  their  place  be  so 
pre-occupied  or  invaded,  you  may  pour  all  Pacto- 
lus  into  the  country,  and  it  will  flow  out  of  it  with- 
out leaving  here  a grain  of  gold,  except  some  rare 
specimens,  perhaps,  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 
Experience  speaks  but  one  language  upon  this 
subject,  and  were  it  not  for  the  paro  loxes  put 
forth,  and  so  gravely  put  forth  by  able  men,  I 
should  reckon  it  superfluous  to  appeal  to  it.  I 
will  content  myself  with  citing  two  instances. 
The  first  I take  from  the  history  of  English 
currency.  During  its  well  known  derangement 
in  the  reign  of  William  III.  Ld.  Liverpool  stated 
th  at  no  less  a sum  than  £6,812,903  worth  of 
silver  was  coined  at  a loss  of  £2,700,000,  to 
correct  the  evil — without,  however,  any  abrte- 
meut  of  the  real  cause  of  it,  i.  e.,  an  excessivecir- 
culation — and  consequently  without  any  elect 
whatever,  in  improving  that  circulation.  The 
whole  of  it  immediately  returned  to  the  meltiig  pot 
of  the  trafficker  in  bullion,  to  be  sold  again  as  mer- 
chandise, so  that  in  a year  or  two  not  a shilling  re- 
mained to  attest  the  fact  of  the  coinash  The 
other  example  is  a domestic  one.  Dicing  the 
pressure  of  1313-T9,  according  to  a Statement 
made  by  my  ever  to  be  lamented  frieri/,  the  late 
Mr.  Stephen  Elliott,  in  a masterly  papa  addressed 
to  the  legislature,  the  bank  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  procured  and  paid  out  in  the(ourse  of  six 
months  eight  hundred  thousand  dofars,  without 
contracting  its  issues — and  what  lyis  the  result? 
An  enlargement  uf  the  specie  basis?  A great  abun- 
dance of  coin  in  circulation?  Not  al t By  the  1st  of 
November  it  was  all  gone — it  had  disappeared  entire- 
ly. “We  are  confident, ” says  (he  report,  “that 
not  ten  thousand  dollars  could  be  found  in  the  city 
of  Charleston.”  Why,  Mr.  Wodbury  may  just  as 
well  throw  a bag  of  his  gold  int>  Cooper  river,  and 
command  it  “by  the  authority  aforesaid.”  not  to 
sink,  as  pretgnj  to  maki'.Bc’.isinlat"  in  a communi- 
ty where  his  own  legislation  will  contribute,  with 
■some  other  causes,  to  make  it  always  command  a 
premium — so  long  as  the  currency,  that  great  social 
■concern,  shall  be  abandoned  by  government  and 
the  U.  S.,  and  after  their  example,  the  states  shall 
content  themselves  with  hoarding  taxes,  gathered 
in  gold  and  silver,  till  they  be  disbursed  to  their 
■officers  and  contractors— to  le— what?  What  dis- 
posal will  be  made  of  them?_ 

Pray,  let  us  enter  into  a little  detail  in  this  mat- 
ter. You  will  find  it  instructive — you  will  see 
that  what  I say,  on  this  subject;  in  more  general 
terms,  in  mv  speech  on  the  sm-treasury  bill,  is  fully 
supported  by  jneontestible  fats.  Speaking  of  ex- 
acting paymeijt  of  taxes  in  .old  and  silver,  when 
they  were  at  a premium  of  9 or  10  per  cent.,  I 
affirm,  “that  inch  a measur  would  have  been  a 
mere  wanton  let  of  oppressin  upon  the  people  of 
the  states,  foi  rio  earthly  god  purpose  whatever. 
It  would  havt  been  simply  athorising  usurers  and 


money  brokers  to  lay  upon  the  importers,  and 
through  them  upon  the  consumers  of  foreign  goods, 
that  is  to  say,  upon  the  public,  and  especially  upon 
the  planters  of  the  south,  a tariff  of  duties  in  a goud 
degree  arbitrary,  for  their  own  benefit  and  that  of 
the  functionaries  of  the  government.  Believing,  as 
I did  and  do,  that  the  paper  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  great  and  sudden  contraction,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  panic,  was  rather  too  much  reduc- 
ed than  redundant;  I confess,  as  I said  on  a former 
occasion,  I could  not  see  that  justice,  at  least  that 
equity  and  good  conscience,  made  it  imperative 
upon  us  to  resort  to  so  harsh  a measure,  especially 
as  the  idea  of  furnishing  by  that  means,  a broader 
metallic  basis  to  our  circulation,  had  proved  itself 
to  our  senses  to  be  completely  fallacious.  We  all 
now  see  that  riot  a dollar  collected  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  disbursed  to  its  creditors,  circulates  for 
one  moment  as  money,  but  is  carefully  hoarded  as 
merchandise;  and  that  this  will  continue  to  be  the 
case  so  long  as,  from  any  cause,  exchanges  shall  be 
unfavorable  to  the  country,  is  equally  evident.” 
Now,  sir,  this  is  literally  true — not  a syllable  of 
it  shall  be  unsaid  for  me,  or  can  be  gainsaid  by  any 
body  else,  that  has  any  respect  for  the  demonstrated 
and  acknowledged  truths  of  science.  I will  illus- 
trate my  meaning,  by  putting  the  case  as  it  happens 
every  day — I will  describe  the  circle — no,  not  the 
circle,  for  it  doss  not  circulate  at  all — but  the  nar- 
row and  eccentric  ellipsis  in  which  the  gold  arid  sil- 
ver, forced  into  the  country  by  the  contemplated 
law,  would  be  perpetually  revolving,  so  long  as,  for 
any  reason  whatever,  the  precious  metals  were  at 
a premium.  The  importing  merchant,  in  order  to 
pay  the  custom  duties,  would  buy  what  he  wanted 
of  a money-changer,  or  broker,  paying  him,  of 
course,  with  the  fair  price  of  the  metal,  something 
for  interest  on  capital  invested,  and  for  commission, 
lie  would  then  pay  what  he  owed  the  treasury  into 
the  hands  of  the  collector.  This  officer,  a sub-trea- 
surer, would  disburse  it  to  government  officers  and 
contractors,  who  would  sell  it,  or  pay  it  away  to 
those  who  woul/1  sell  it  immediately  back  to  the 
very  same  broker,  at  a selling,  that  is,  a somewhat 
reduced,  price;  (nus  enabling  the  money-changer  to 
lay  his  tax  on  at  both  ends  of  the  series.  Then,  the 
broker  would,  sell  it  again  to  another  importing 
merchant,  vvhi  w’ould  pay  it  to  the  collecfor,  who 
would  pay  it  to  the  officer,  who  would  sell  it  to  the 
broker  again,  and  so  on  in  infinitum.  Within  these 
limits,  I say,  and  these  limits  only,  would  all  the 
gold  created  for  us  by  the  great  alchemist  of  the 
treasury,  be  seen,  or  rather  heard  to  move,  or  heard 
of  as  moving.  For  all  the  rest  of  society,  for  all  the 
multifarious  business  of  mankind,  it  might  just  as 
well  be  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea — nobody 
would  have  gained  by  it  but  that  interesting  class 
whose  tables  once  polluted  the  temple  of  Jerusalem 
and  turned  it  into  you  know  what — and  the  officers 
and  contractors  of  government,  who  so  long  as  the 
paper  of  the  country  was  not  really  depreciated 
in  respect  of  other  commodities  than  gold  and  sil- 
ver, would  pocket  just  so  much  clear  gain,  as  the 
dilierence  between  coin  and  paper  would  amount 
to.  Meanwhile,  who  pays  the  piper,  for  somebody, 
of  course,  must — our  alchemists  do  not  yet  pretend 
to  make  gold  out  of  nothing.  The  consumer  of  the 
goods  imported,  of  a surety,  indemnifies  the  import- 
ing merchant  with  interest,  in  an  advanced  price  of 
every  article  he  needs — a tax,  a tariff,  is  levied 
upon  the  body  of  the  people  by  the  money-changer, 
and  for  what  reason,  and  to  what  purpose?  Be- 
cause government  does  not  choose  to  be  troubled 
with  devising  plans  to  make  the  currency  that  is 
good  enough  for  the  people,  good  enough  for  itself— 
and  because,  I suppose,  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  business  of  money-changers.  Whether  this 
latter  object  be  one  of  the  motives,  or  only  an  inci- 
dental advantage  of  the  plan,  I know  not;  but,  be_- 
yond  all  doubt,  it  is  a necessary  consequence  of  it. 
Coupled  with  the  difficulties  of  domestic  exchanges, 
this  traffic  in  the  precious  metals  is  making  us  a 
nation  of  “shavers,”  as  it  is  technically  and  ex- 
pressively called.  It  is  absolutely  disgusting  to  see 
how  the  brood  swarms  in  the  most  frequented  streets 
of  our  great  cities— Broadway,  Chesnut  street,  &c. 
Innumerable.  As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Atnram’s  son,  in  Egypt’s  evil  day, 

Waved  round  the  coast,  up  call’d  a pitchy  cloud 
Ot  locusts,  wafting  on  the  eastern  wind. 

That  o’er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharoah  hung 
Tike  night,  and  darkened  all  the  land  of  Nile: 

So  numberless  were  those  bad  angels  seen. 

The  title  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  changed  accord- 
ingly— the  more  especially,  as  it  happens  to  be  non- 
sense and  bad  grammar  as  it  stands* — into  a “bill 
to  encourage  shavers  and  shaving.” 


*“A  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  deposito- 
ries, in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers, ”&c. mean- 
ing, I suppose,  “on  public  officers,  as  depositaries.” 


You  perceive  that  it  would  not  require  much 
specie,  as  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  told  me, 
to  perform  the  limited  function  above  described. 
True,  and  it  is  thus  that  it  will  “ividen  the  metallic 
basis,,’  forsooth!  But  you  will,  also,  perceive  that, 
as  I replied  to  the  same  ingenious  person,  it  makes 
no  sort  of  difference  to  the  consumer  or  the  coun- 
try, when  10  or  15  per  cent,  advance  is  to  be  paid 
upon  20  or  30  millions  of  duties,  &c.,  whether  it 
be  once  paid  on  that  whole  sum,  or  20  or  30  times 
over  paid  on  one  million.  Paid  it  must  be  at  all 
events. 

( To  be  continued.) 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  4.  This  being  the  day  designated  by 
the  constitution  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  the  senators  assembled  at  the 
capitol  at  twelve  o’clock. 

The  vice  president  of  the  United  States  took  the 
chair  of  the  president  of  the  senate.  The  roll  be- 
ing called  over,  the  following  senators  appeared 
and  took  their  seals: 

From  Maine — Mr.  Williams. 

From  New  Hampshire — Mr.  Pierce. 

From  Vermont— Mr.  Prentiss  and  Mr.  Swift. 

From  Massachusetts — Mr.  Davis. 

From  Rhode  Island — Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Robbins. 

From  Connecticut — Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Smith. 

From  New  York — Mr.  Wright. 

From  New  Jersey — Mr.  Wall. 

From  Pennsylvania— Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr. 
McKean. 

From  Delaware — Mr.  Clayton. 

From  Maryland — None. 

From  Virginia — Mi-.  Rives  and  Mr.  Roane. 

From  North  Carolina — Mr.  Brown  and  Mr. 
Strange. 

From  South  Carolina — None. 

From  Georgia — Note. 

From  Kentucky — Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Crittenden. 

From  Tennessee — Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  White. 

From  Ohio — Mr.  Alen  and  Mr.  Morris. 

From  Louisiana — Nine. 

From  Indiana — Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Tipton. 

From  Mississippi — Mr.  Walker. 

From  Illinois — Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Young. 

From  Alabama — Mi.  Clay  and  Mr.  King. 

From  Missouri — Mi.  Benton  and  Mr.  Linn. 

From  Arkansas — Mr.  Fulton. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Norvell  and  Mr.  Lyon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  was  directed  to  inform  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives that  a quorum  of  the  senate  was  assembled 
and  ready  to  proceed  k>  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  the  senate  be  ap- 
pointed to  join  a committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a quorum  of  the  two 
houses  was  assemble!,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  which  he  might  think  proper  to 
submit. 

Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Wright  were  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  compose  the  committee. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, through  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  in- 
forming the  senate  that  a quorum  of  the  house  had 
assembled,  that  it  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business, 
and  had  appointed  on  their  part  a committee  to 
wait  on  the  president. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  usual  resolution 
was  adopted  to  supply  the  members  of  the  senate 
with  newspapers  to  the  amount  ol  three  daily  pa- 
pers. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  5.  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  acquaint  him  that  con- 
gress was  now  assembled,  &.c.  reported  to  the  se- 
nate that  the  said  committee,  having  discharged  its 
duty  by  waiting  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
States,'  bad  been  informed  by  him  that  he  would 
send  a message  in  writing  this  day  at  12  o clock. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Buren,  private, 
secretary  of  the  president,  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  senate,  with  the  following  message  from  the 
president  which  was  read  by  the  secretary: 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representat  ives: 

We  have  reason  to  renew  the  expression  of  our 
devout  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  his 
benign  protection.  Our  country  presents,  on  every 
sidefthe  evidence  of  that  continued  favor,  under 
whose  auspices  it  has  gradually  risen  from  a few 
feeble  and  dependent  colonies  to  a prosperous  and 
powerful  confederacy.  We  are  blessed  with  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  and  all  the  elements  of  national 
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prosperity.  The  pestilence  which,  invading,  for  a 
time,  some  flourishing  portions  of  the  union,  inter- 
rupted the  general  prevalence  of  unusual  health, 
has  happily  been  limited  in  extent,  and  arrested  in 
its  fatal  career.  The  industry  and  prudence  of  our 
citizens  are  gradually  relieving  them  from  the  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  under  which  portions  of 
them  have  labored;  judicious  legislation,  and  the 
natural  and  boundless  resources  of  the  country, 
have  afforded  wise  and  timely  aid  to  private  enter- 
prise; and  the  activity  always  characteristic  of  our 
people  has  already,  in  a great  degree,  resumed  its 
usual  and  profitable  channels. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  has  not 
materially  changed  since  the  last  annual  message 
of  my  predecessor.  We  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations;  and  no  efforts  on  my  part,  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  our  rights  and  the  honor  of  our 
country,  shall  be  spared  to  maintain  a position  so 
consonant  to  our  institutions.  We  have  faithfully 
sustained  the  foreign  policy  with  which  the  United 
States,  under  the  guidance  of  their  first  president, 
took  their  stand  in  the  family  of  nations — that  of  re- 
gulating their  intercourse  with  other  powers  by  the 
approved  principles  of  private  life;  asking  and  ac- 
cording equal  rights  and  equal  privileges;  rendering 
and  demanding  justice  in  all  cases;  advancing  their 
own,  and  discussing  the  pretensions  of  others,  with 
candor,  directness  and  sincerity;  appealing  at  all 
times  to  reason,  but  never  yielding  to  force,  nor 
seeking  to  acquire  any  thing  for  themselves  by  its 
exercise. 

A rigid  adherence  to  this  policy  has  left  this  go- 
vernment with  scarcely  a claim  upon  its  justice,  for 
injuries  arising  from  acts  committed  by  its  anthori- 
ty.  The  most  imposing  and  perplexing  of  those 
of  the  United  States  upon  foreign  governments,  for 
aggressions  upon  our  citizens,  were  disposed  of  by 
my  predecessor.  Independently  of  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  our  citizens,  byrestoring  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  so  many  millions  of  which  they 
had  been  wrongfully  divested,  a great  service  was 
also  rendered  to  his  country  by  the  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  so  many  ancient  and  irritating  subjects 
of  contention;  and  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit  on 
his  successful  administration  of  public  affairs,  that 
this  great  object  was  accomplished,  without  com- 
promising, on  any  occasion,  either  the  honor,  or  the 
peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powers  no  new  subjects  of  diffi- 
culty have  arisen;  and  those  which  were  under  dis- 
cussion, although  not  terminated,  do  not  present  a 
more  unfavorable  aspect  for  the  future  preservation 
of  that  good  understanding,  which  it  has  ever  been 
our  desire  to  cultivate. 

Of  pending  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
which  exists  w'ith  the  government  of  Great  Britian, 
in  respectto  our  North  Eastern  boundary.  It  is  with 
unfeigned  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  must  look  back  upon  the  abortive  efforts 
made  by  the  executive,  foraperiod  of  more  than 
half  a century,  to  determine,  what  no  nation  should 
suffer  long  to  remain  in  dispute,  the  true  line  which 
divides  its  possessions  from  Ihose  of  other  powers. 
The  nature  of  the  settlements  on  the  borders  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  neighboring  territory,  was 
for  a season  such,  that  this  perhaps  was  not  indis- 
pensable to  a faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
ihe  federal  government.  Time  has,  however, 
•changed  this  state  of  things;  and  has  brought  about 
a condition  of  affairs,  in  which  the  true  interests  of 
both  countries  imperatively  require  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  put  at  rest.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised, 
that  with  full  confidence,  often  expressed,  in  the 
•desire  of  the  British  government  to  terminate  it,  we 
are  apparently  as  far  from  its  adjustment  as  we  were 
at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1733. 
The  sole  result  of  long  pending  negotiations,  and  a 
perplexing  arbitration,  appears  to  be  a conviction, 
on  its  part,  that  a conventional  line  must  be  adopt- 
ed, from  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  the  true 
one  according  to  the  description  contained  in  that 
treaty.  Without  coinciding  in  this  opinion,  which 
is  not  thought  to  be  well  founded,  my  predecessor 
gave  the  strongest  proof  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  this  dis- 
pute, by  proposing  the  substitution  of  a convention- 
al line,  if  the  consent  of  the  states  interested  in  the 
question  could  be  obtained.  To  this  proposition, 
no  answer  has  as  yet  been  received.  The  attention 
of  the  British  government  has,  however,  been  ur- 
gently invited  to  the  subject,  and  its  reply  cannot,  I 
am  confident,  be  much  longer  delayed.  The  gene- 
ral relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  are  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and  I am 
well  satisfied  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  that  go- 
vernment to  maintain  them  upon  their  present  foot- 
ing. This  disposition  has  also,  1 am  persuaded,  be- 
come more  general  w'ith  the  people  of  England 
than  at  any  previous  period.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  say  to  you,  how  cordially  it  is  reciprocated 


by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  conviction  which  must  be  common 
to  all,  of  the  injurious  consequences  that  result  from 
keeping  open  this  irritating  question,  and  the  cer- 
tainty that  its  final  settlement  cannot  be  much 
longer  deferred,  will,  I trust,  lead  to  an  early  and 
satisfactory  adjustment.  At  your  last  session,  I 
laid  before  you  the  recent  communications  between 
the  two  governments,  and  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  state  of  Maine,  in  whose  soli- 
citude, concerning  a subject  in  which  she  has  so 
deep  an  interest,  every  portion  of  the  union  partici- 
pates. 

The  feelings  produced  by  a temporary  interrup- 
tion of  those  harmonious  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  well  to  the 
recollection  of  former  times  as  to  a correct  appre- 
ciation of  existing  interests,  have  been  happily  suc- 
ceeded by  a cordial  disposition  on  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate an  active  friendship  in  their  future  inter- 
course. The  opinion,  undoubtedly  correct,  and 
steadily  entertained  by  us,  that  the  commercial 
relations  at  present  existing  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, are  susceptible  of  great  and  reciprocally  bene- 
ficial improvements,  is  obviously  gaining  ground 
in  France;  and  I am  assured  of  the  disposition  of 
that  government  to  favor  the  accomplishment  of 
such  an  object.  This  disposition  shall  be  met  in 
a proper  spirit  on  our  part.  The  few  and  com- 
paratively unimportant  questions  that  remain  to 
be  adjusted  between  us,  can,  I have  no  noubt,  be 
settled  with  entire  satisfaction,  and  without  diffi- 
culty. 

Between  Russia  and  the  United  States,  sentiments 
of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherished.— 
Our  minister  recently  accredited  to  that  court,  has 
been  received  with  a frankness  and  cordiality,  and 
with  evidences  of  respect  for  his  country,  which 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  the  preservation  in  future 
of  those  amicable  and  liberal  relations  which  have 
so  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  between  the 
two  countries.  On  the  few  subjects  under  discus- 
sion between  us,  an  early  and  just  decision  is  confi- 
dently anticipated. 

A correspondence  has  been  opened  with  the  go- 
vernment of  Austria,  for  the  establishment  of  di- 
plomatic relations,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
congress,  as  indicated  by  an  appropriation  act  of 
the  session  of  1S37,  and  arrangements  made  for  the 
purpose,  which  will  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

With  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  with  the  states  of 
the  German  empire,  now  composing  with  the  latter 
the  commercial  league,  our  political  relations  are  of 
the  most  friendly  character,  whilst  our  commercial 
intercourse  is  gradually  extending,  with  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  it. 

Civil  war  yet  rages  in  Spain,  producing  intense 
suffering  to  its  own  people;  and  to  other  nations  in- 
convenience and  regret.  Our  citizens  who  have 
claims  upon  that  country  will  be  prejudiced  for  a 
time  by  the  condition  of  its  treasury,  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  of  long-continued  and  exhausting 
internal  wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest 
of  the  debt  due  under  the  convention  with  the  queen 
of  Spain  lias  not  been  paid;  and  similar  failures 
may  be  expected  to  happen,  until  a portion  of  the 
resources  of  her  kingdom  can  be  devoted  to  the 
extinguishment  of  its  foreign  debt. 

Having  received  satisfactory  evidence  that  dis- 
criminating tonnage  duties  were  charged  upon  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Portu- 
gal, a proclamation  was  issued  on  the  lltli  day  of 
October  last,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  May 
25,  1832,  declaring  that  fact;  and  the  duties  on  fo- 
reign tonnage  which  were  levied  upon  Portuguese 
vessels  in  the  United  States,  previously  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  are  accordingly  revived. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1836,  suspending  the  discri- 
minating duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  im- 
ported into  this  country  in  Portuguese  vessels,  was 
passed  upon  the  application  of  that  government, 
through  its  representative  here,  under  the  belief 
that  no  similar  discrimination  existed  in  Portugal 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  States.  I regret  to 
state  that  such  duties  are  now  exacted  in  that  coun- 
try, upon  the  cargoes  of  American  vessels;  and  as 
the  act  referred  to,  vests  no  discretion  in  the  execu- 
tive, it  is  for  congress  to  determine  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  further  legislation  on  the  subject. 
Against  these  discrimations,  affecting  the  vessels  of 
this  country  and  their  cargoes,  seasonable  remon- 
strance was  made,  and  notice  was  given  to  the 
Portuguese  government,  that  unless  they  should  be 
discontinued,  the  adoption  of  countervailing  mea- 
sures on  the  part  of  the  United  States  would  be- 
come necessary;  but  the  reply  of  that  government, 
received  at  the  department  of  state  through  our 
charge  d’  affaires  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember last,  afforded  no  ground  to  hope  for  the 
abandonment  of  a system,  so  little  in  harmony  with 
the  treatment  shown  to  the  vessels  of  Portugal  and 


their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  expectations  we  had  a right  to  en- 
tertain. 

With  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Naples,  and 
Belgium,  a friendly  intercourse  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly maintained. 

With  the  government  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  and 
its  dependencies  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
peace  and  good  will  are  carefully  cultivated,  and 
have  been  fostered  by  such  good  offices  as  the  rela- 
tive distance  and  the  condition  of  those  countries 
would  permit. 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  is  carried  on  under 
the  laws  of  the  two  governments,  reciprocally  bene- 
ficial to  the  navigating  interests  of  both;  and  I have 
reason  to  look  forward  to  the  adoption  of  other  mea- 
sures which  will  be  more  extensively  and  perma- 
nently advantageous. 

Copies  ot  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  govern- 
ments of  Siam  and  Muscat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  congress,  the  ratifications  havingbeen 
received,  and  the  treaties  made  public,  since  the 
close  of  the  last  annual  session.  Already  have  we 
reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  prospect  of 
considerable  commercial  benefit;  and  we  have,  be- 
sides, received  from  the  sultan  of  Muscat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
feelings,  by  liberal  acts  toward  one  of  our  vessels, 
bestowed  in  a manner  so  striking  as  to  require  on 
our  part  a grateful  acknowledgment. 

Our  commerce  with  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico  still  labors  under  heavy  restrictions,  the 
continuance  of  which  is  a subject  of  regret.  The 
only  effect  of  an  adherence  to  them  will  be  to  bene- 
fit the  navigation  of  other  countries,  at  the  expense 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

The  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
ever  since  they  emerged  from  the  colonial  state,  ex- 
perienced severe  trials  in  their  progress  to  the  per- 
manentestablishment  of  liberal  political  institutions. 
Their  unsettled  condition  not  only  interrupts  their 
own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  has  often  seriously 
injured  the  other  powers  of  the  world.  The  claims 
of  our  citizens  upon  Peru,  Chili,  Brazil,  the  Ar- 
gentine republic,  the  governments  formed  out  of  the 
republics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  still  pend- 
ing, although  many  of  them  have  been  presented 
for  examination  more  than  twenty  years.  New 
Granada,  Venezuela  and  Ecuador,  have  recently 
formed  a convention  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  claims  upon  the  republic  of  Colom- 
bia, from  which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  our  citizens 
will,  ere  long,  receive  full  compensation  for  the  in- 
juries originally  inflicted  upon  them,  and  for  the 
delay  in  affording  it. 

An  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  has  been 
corultided  by  the  United  States  with  the  Peru  Bo- 
livia! confederation,  which  wants  only  the  ratifica- 
tion cf  that  government.  The  progress  of  a subse- 
quentuegotiation  for  the  settlement  of  claims  upon 
Peru,  las  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  war  be- 
tween 'hat  power  and  Chili,  and  the  Argentine  re- 
public; and  the  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce 
delays  i;  the  settlement  of  our  demands  on  those 
powers. 

The  aggravating  circumstances  connected  with 
our  claims  upon  Mexico,  and  a variety  of  events 
touching  tie  honor  and  integrity  of  our  government, 
led  my  prececessor  to  make,  at  the  second  session 
of  the  last  <ongress,  a special  recommendation  of 
the  course  U be  pursued  to  obtain  a speedy  and 
final  satisfaction  of  the  injuries  complained  of  by 
this  government  and  by  our  citizens.  He  recom- 
mended a final  demand  of  redress,  with  a contin- 
gent authority  toihe  executive  to  make  reprisals,  if 
that  demand  should  be  made  in  vain.  From  the 
proceedings  of  confess  on  that  recommendation, 
it  appeared,  that  thebpinion  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  coincided  with  that  of  the  executive, 
that  any  mode  of  recjess  known  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions might  justifiaby  be  used.  It  was  obvious, 
too,  that  congress  believed,  wun  the  president 
that  another  demand  should  be  made,  in  order  to 
give  undeniable  and  satisfactory  proof  of  our  desire 
to  avoid  extremities  with  a neighboring  power-  but 
that  there  w7as  an  indisposition  to  vest  a discretion- 
ary authority  in  the  executive  to  take  redress 
should  it  unfortunately  be  either  denied  or  unrea- 
sonably delayed  by  the  Mexican  government.  So 
soon  as  the  necessary  documents  were  prepared 
after  entering  upon  tie)  duties  of  my  office,  a spe- 
cial messenger  was  sen  to  Mexico,  fo  make  a final 
demand  of  redress,  wiffl  the  documents  required  bv 
the  provisions  of  ouij  treaty.  The  demand  was 
made  on  the  20th  ofjbly  last.  Tht  reply,  which 
bears  date  the  29th  ofne  same  montl,  contains  as- 
surances of  a desire,  orithe  part  of  tint  government 
to  give  a prompt  andexplicit  answer  respecting 
each  of  the  complaintsbut  that  the  eramination  of 
them  W'ould  necessaril  be  deliberate;  that  in  this 
examination,  it  would  e guided  by  he  principles 
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of  public  law  and  the  obligation  of  treaties;  that 
nothing  should  be  left  undone  that  might  lead  to 
the  most  speedy  and  equitable  adjustment  of  our 
demands;  and  that  its  determination,  in  respect  to 
each  case,  should  be  communicated  through  the 
Mexican  minister  here. 

Since  that  time,  an  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  has  been  accredited  to  this 
government  by  that  of  the  Mexican  republic.  He 
brought  with  him  assurances  of  a sincere  desire  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  govern- 
ments should  be  terminated  in  a manner  satisfacto- 
ry to  both.  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  as- 
surances; and  a hope  was  entertained  that  bis  mis- 
sion would  lead  to  a speedy,  satisfactory,  and  final 
adjustment  of  all  existing  subjects  of  complaint.  A 
sincere  believer  in  the  wisdom  of  the  pacific  policy 
by  which  the  United  States  have  always  been  go- 
verned in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  it 
was  my  particular  desire,  from  the  proximity  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  well  known  occurrences  on 
our  frontier,  to  be  instrumental  in  obviating  all  ex- 
isting difficulties  with  that  government,  and  in  re- 
storing the  intercourse  between  the  two  repub- 
lics, to  that  liberal  and  friendly  character  by  which 
they  should  always  be  distinguished.  I regret, 
therefore,  the  more  deeply  to  have  found  in  the  re- 
cent communications  of  that  government  so  little 
reason  to  hope  that  any  future  efforts  of  mine  for 
the  accomplishment  of  those  desirable  objects  would 
be  successful. 

Although  the  larger  number,  and  many  of  them 
aggravated  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  have  been  now 
for  years  before  the  Mexican  government,  and 
some  of  the  causes  of  national  complaint,  and  those 
of  the  most  offensive  character,  admitted  of  imme- 
diate, simple  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is  only 
within  a few  days  past  that  any  specific  communi- 
cation in  answer  to  our  last  demand,  made  five 
months  ago,  has  been  received  from  the  Mexican 
minister.  By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
herewith  presented,  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, it  will  be  seen,  that  for  not  one  of  our  pub- 
lic complaints  has  satisfaction  been  given  or  otter- 
ed; that  for  but  one  of  the  cases  of  personal  wrong 
has  been  favorably  considered;  and  that  but  four 
cases  of  both  descriptions,  out  of  all  those  formally 
presented,  and  earnestly  pressed,  have  as  yet  been 
decided  upon  by  the  Mexican  government. 

Not  perceiving  in  what  manner  any  of  the  powers 
given  to  the  executive  alone  could  be  farther  use- 
fully employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  legislature,  another 
and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been  Tiade 
upon  the  Mexican  government,  with  what  success 
the  documents  now  communicated  will  show  On 
a careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  con- 
tents, and  considering  the  spirit  manifested  by  the 
Mexican  government,  it  has  become  my  painful 
duty  to  return  the  subject,  as  it  now  standi,  to  con- 
gress, to  whom  it  belongs,  to  decide  upon  the  time, 
the  mode,  and  the  measure  of  redress.  Whatever 
may  be  your  decision,  it  shall  be  faithfuly  execut- 
ed, confident  that  it  yill  be  characterised  by  that 
moderation  and  justice  which  will,  I trust  under  all 
circumstances,  govern  the  councils  o/our  couutry. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  tfe  first  day  of 
January,  1837,  was  forty-five  millio/s  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  five  bundled  and  twenty- 
three  dollars.  The  receipts  dunng  the  present 
year  from  all  sources,  including  th?  amount  of  trea- 
sury notes  issued,  are  estimate!  at  twenty-three 
millions  four  hundred  and  niiety-nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars,  constituting 
an  aggregate  of  sixty-nine  millions  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  fivehundred  and  four  dol- 
lars. Of  this  amount,  about  hirty-five  millions  two 
hundred  and  eighty-one  tbusand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-one  dollars  will  lave  been  expended  at 
■ ' i r year  on  approbations  made  by  con- 

,en  arvV-  th®  residue,  amounting  to  thirty-four 
,s  one  hundred  and  eigity-seven  thousand  one 
j "fdred  and  forty-three  dolus,  will  be  the  nominal 
, oalance  in  the  treasury  on  he  first  of  January  next. 
But  of  that  sum,  only  one  iiillion  eightv-five  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  ninty-eight  dollars  is  con- 
sidered as  immediately  avaiable  for,  and  applicable 
to,  public,  purposes.  Thos  portions  of  it  which 
will  be  i'or  some  time  unavrlable,  consist  chiefly  of 
sums  deposited  with  the  sites;  and  due  from  the 
former  deposite  banks.  Tie  details  upon  this  sub- 
ject will  be  found  in  the  aniual  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  The  anount  of  treasury  notes, 
which  it  will  be  necessary  o issue  during  the  year 
on  account  of  those  funds  bing  unavailable,  will,  it 
is  supposed,  not  exceed  fpr  and  a half  millions. 
It  seemed  proper,  in  the  endition  of  the  country, 
to  have  the  estimates  on  a subjects  made  as  low  ! 


as  practicable,  without  prejudice  to  any  great  pub- 
lic measures.  The  departments  were,  therefore, 
desired  to  prepare  their  estimates  accordingly,  and 
I am  happy  to  find  that  they  have  been  able  to  gra- 
duate them  on  so  economical  a scale.  In  the  great 
and  often  unexpected  fluctuations  to  which  the  re- 
venue is  subjected,  it  is  not  possible  to  compute 
the  receipts  beforehand  with  great  certainty;  but 
should  they  not  differ  essentially  from  pr  esent  anti- 
cipations, arid  should  the  appropriations  not  much 
exceed  the  estimates,  no  difficulty  seems  likely  to 
happen  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  with 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  embarrassments  which 
have  recently  occurred  in  commercial  affairs,  and 
the  liberal  indulgence  which,  in  consequence  of 
these  embarrassments,  has  been  extended  to  both 
the  merchants  and  the  banks,  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  airticipate  that  the  treasury  notes,  which 
have  been  issued  during  the  present  year,  will 
be  redeemed,  and  that  the  resources  of  the  treasu- 
ry, without  any  resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes, 
will  prove  ample  for  defraying  all  charges  imposed 
on  it  during  1S38. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
afford  you  a more  minute  exposition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
during  the  current  year;  a period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  public  moneys  disbursed  and  deposited 
with  the  states,  as  w7ell  a3  the  financial  difficulties 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  few  parallels  in  our 
history. 

Your  attention  was,  at  the  last  session,  invited  to 
the  necessity  of  additional  legislative  provisions  in 
respect  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transfer 
of  the  public  money.  No  law  having  been  then 
matured,  and  not  understanding  the  pioceedings  of 
congress  as  intended  to  be  final,  it  becomes  my 
duty  again  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

On  that  occasion,  three  modes  of  performing  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  w7ere  presented  for 
consideration.  These  were:  the  creation  of  a na- 
tional bank;  the  revival,  with  modifications,  of  the 
deposite  system  established  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of 
June,  1836,  permitting  the  use  of  the  public  mo- 
neys by  the  banks;  and  the  discontinuance  of  the 
use  of  such  institutions  for  the  purposes  referr  ed  to, 
with  suitable  provisions  for  their  accomplishment 
thr  ough  the  agency  of  public  officers.  Considering 
the  opinions  of  both  houses  of  congress  on  the  two 
first  propositions  as  expressed  in  the  negative,  in 
which  1 entirely  concur,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
again  to  recur  to  them.  In  respect  to  the  last,  you 
have  had  an  opportunity,  since  your  adjournment, 
not  only  to  test  still  further  theexpediency  of  the 
measure,  by  the  continued  practical  operation  of 
such  parts  of  it  as  are  now  in  force,  but  also  to  dis- 
cover (what  should  ever  be  sought  for  and  regarded 
with  the  utmost  deference)  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  the  people.  The  national  will  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  republic;  and,  on  all  subjects  within  the 
limits  of  his  constitutional  powers,  should  be  faith- 
fully obeyed  by  the  public  servant.  Since  the  mea- 
sure in  question  was  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion, most  of  you  have  enjoyed  the  advantage  of 
personal  communication  with  your  constituents. 
For  one  state  only  has  an  election  been  held  for  the 
federal  government;  but  the  early  day  at  which  it 
took  place  deprives  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion of  much  of  the  support  it  might  otherw  ise  have 
derived  from  the  result.  Local  elections  for  state 
officers  have,  however,  been  held  in  several  of  the 
states,  at  which  the  expediency  of  the  plan  propos- 
ed by  the  executive  has  been  more  or  less  discuss- 
ed. You  will,  I am  confident,  yield  to  their  results 
the  respect  due  to  every  expression  of  the  public 
voice.  Desiring,  however,  to  arrive  at  truth  and  a 
just  view  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  you  will 
at  the  same  time  remember  that  questions  of  far 
deeper  and  more  immediate  local  interest  than  the 
fiscal  plans  of  the  national  treasury  w'ere  involved 
in  those  elections.  Above  all,  we  cannot  overlook 
the  striking  fact,  that  there  were  at  the  time  in  those 
states  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
bank  capital,  of  which  large  portions  were  subject 
to  actual  forfeiture,  other  large  portions  upheld 
only  by  special  and  limited  legislative  indulgences, 
and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to  a greater  or  less  extent, 
dependent  for  a continuance  of  its  corporate  exis- 
tence upon  the  will  of  the  state  legislatures  to  be 
then  chosen.  Apprized  of  this  circumstance,  you 
will  judge  whether  it  is  not  most  probable  that  the 
peculiar  condition  of  that  vast  interest  in  these  re- 
spects, the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  spread 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society,  its  direct 
connection  with  the  then  pending  elections,  and  the 
feelings  it  was  calculated  lo  infuse  into  the  canvass 
have  exercised  a far  greater  influence  over  the  re- 
sult, than  any  which  could  possibly  have  been  pro- 
ducer! bv  a conflict  of  opinion  in  respect  to  a ques- 
tion in  the  administration  of  the  general  govern- 


ment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
bearings  upon  that  interest. 

I have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  opi- 
nion as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system 
proposed,  being  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  will 
be  neither  stability  nor  safety,  either  in  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  government,  or  in  the  pecuniary 
transaction  of  individuals  and  corporations,  so  long 
as  a connection  exists  between  I hem,  w hich,  like 
the  past,  offers  such  strong  inducements  to  make 
them  the  subjects  of  political  agitation.  Indeed,  I 
am  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  dangers  to 
which  the  free  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  political 
opinion — the  only  sure  foundation  and  safeguard  of 
republican  government — would  be  exposed  by  any 
further  increase  of  the  already  overgrown  influence 
of  corporate  authorities.  I cannot,  therefore,  con- 
sistently with  my  views  of  duty,  advise  a renewal 
of  a connection  which  circumstances  have  dissolved. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  state  banks  for 
fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a mea- 
sure of  hostility  toward  those  institutions.  Banks, 
properly  established  and  conducted,  are  highly 
useful  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  will 
doubtless  continue  to  exist  in  the  states,  so  long  as 
they  conform  to  their  laws,  and  are  found  to  be 
safe  and  beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created, 
what  privileges  they  should  enjoy,  under  what  re- 
sponsibilities they  should  act,  and  to  what  restric- 
tions they  should  be  subject,  are  questions  which, 
as  I observed  on  a previous  occasion,  belong  to  the 
states  to  decide.  Upon  their  rights,  or  the  exercise 
of  them,  the  general  government  can  have  no  mo- 
tive to  encroach.  Its  duty  towards  them  is  well 
performed,  when  it  refrains  from  legislating  for 
their  special  benefit, because  such  legislation  would 
violate  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  be  unjust 
to  other  interests;  when  it  takes  no  steps  to  impair 
their  usefulness,  but  so  manages  its  own  affairs  as 
to  make  it  the  interest  of  those  institutions  to 
strengthen  and  improve  their  condition  for  the  se- 
curity and  welfare  of  the  community  at  large. 
They  have  no  right  to  insist  on  a connection  with 
the  federal  government,  nor  on  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lic money  for  their  own  benefit.  The  object  of 
the  measure  under  consideration  is,  to  avoid,  for 
the  future,  a compulsory  connection  of  this  kind. 
It  proposes  to  place  the  general  government,  in  re- 
gard to  the  essential  points  of  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  a 
situation  which  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependence 
on  the  will  of  irresponsible  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions; to  withdraw  those  moneys  from  the  uses  of 
private  trade,  and  confide  them  to  agents  constitu- 
tionally selected  and  controlled  by  law;  to  abstain 
from  improper  interference  with  the  industry  of 
the  people,  and  withhold  inducements  to  improvi- 
dent dealings  on  the  part  of  individuals;  to  give 
stability  to  the  concerns  of  the  treasury;  to  pre- 
serve the  measures  of  the  government  from  the 
unavoidable  reproaches  that  flow'  from  such  a con- 
nection, and  the  banks  themselves  from  the  inju- 
rious effects  of  a supposed  participation  in  the  po- 
litical conflicts  of  the  day,  from  which  they  will 
otherwise  find  it  difficult  to  escape. 

These  are  my  view's  upon  this  important  subject: 
formed  aftercareful  reflection,  and  with  no  desire 
but  to  arrive  at  what  is  mostly  likely  to  promote 
the  public  interest.  They  are  now,  as  they  were 
before,  submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the 
opinions  of  others.  It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  that 
changes  so  important,  on  a subject  so  interesting, 
could  be  made  without  producing  a serious  diversi- 
ty of  opinion;  but  so  long  as  those  conflicting  views 
are  kept  above  the  influence  of  individual  or  local 
interests;  so  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general 
good,  and  are  discussed  with  moderation  and  can- 
dor, such  diversity  is  a benefit,  not  an  injury.  If  a 
majority  of  congress  see  the  public  welfare  in  a 
different  light;  and  more  especially  if  they  should 
be  satisfied  that  the  measure  proposed  would  not  be 
acceptable  to  the  people;  I shall  look  to  their  w is- 
dom to  substitute  such  as  may  be  more  conducive 
to  the  one,  and  more  satisfactory  to  the  other.  In 
any  event,  they  may  confidently  rely  on  my  hearty 
co-operalion  to  the  fullest  extent,  which  my  views 
of  the  constitution  and  my  sense  of  duty  will  per- 
mit. 

It  is  obviously  important  to  this  branch  of  the- 
public  service,  and  to  the  business  and  quiet  of  the 
country,  that  the  whole  subject  should  in  some  way 
be  settled  and  regulated  by  law7;  and,  if  possible,  at 
your  present  session.  Besides  the  plans  above  re- 
ferred to,  I am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  been 
suggested,  except  that  of  keeping  the  public  money 
in  the  state  banke  in  special  deposite.  This  plan  is, 
to  some  extent,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of 
the  government,  and  with  the  present  arrangement 
of  the  treasury  department;  which,  except,  perhaps, 
during  the  operalion  of  the  late  deposite  act,  has  al- 
ways been  allowed,  even  during  the  existence  of  a 
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national  bank,  to  make  a temporary  use  of  the  state 
banks,  in  particular  places,  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
portions  of  the  revenue.  This  discretionary  power 
might  be  continued,  if  congress  deem  it  desirable, 
whatever  general  system  may  be  adopted.  So  long 
as  the  connection  is  voluntary,  we  need  perhaps  an- 
ticipate few  of  those  difficulties,  and  little  of  that 
dependence,  on  the  banks,  which  must  attend  every 
such  connection  when  compulsory  in  its  nature,  and 
when  so  arranged  as  to  make  the  banks  a fixed  part 
of  the  machinery  of  government.  It  is  undoubted- 
ly in  the  power  of  congress  so  to  regulate  and  guard 
it  as  to  prevent  the  public  money  from  being  appli- 
ed to  the  use,  or  intermingled  with  the  affairs,  of 
individuals.  Thus  arranged,  although  it  would  not 
give  to  the  government  that  entire  control  over  its 
own  funds  which  I desire  to  secure  to  it  bv  the  plan 
I have  proposed,  it  would,  it  must  be  admitted,  in  a 
great  degree,  accomplish  one  of  the  objects  which 
has  recommended  that  plan  to  my  judgment— the 
separation  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  government 
from  those  of  individuals  or  corporations.  With 
these  observations,  I recommend  the  whole  matter 
to  your  dispassionate  reflection;  confidently  hoping 
that  some  conclusion  may  be  reached  by  your  delib- 
erations, which,  on  the  one  hand,  shall  give  safety 
and  stability  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  be  consistent,  on  the  other,  with  the  ge- 
nius of  our  institutions,  and  with  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  the  great  mass  of  our  constituents. 

It  was  my  hope  that  nothing  would  occurto  make 
necessary,  on  this  occasion,  any  allusion  to  the  late 
national  bank.  There  are  circumstances,  however, 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  its  affairs  that 
bear  so  directly  on  the  character  of  the  government 
and  the  welfare  of  the  citizen,  that  I should  not  feel 
myself  excused  in  neglecting  to  notice  them.  The 
charter  which  terminated  its  banking  privileges 
on  the  fourth  of  March,  1S36,  continued  its  corpo- 
rate powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
closing  its  affairs,  with  authority  “to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of 
suits  for  a final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  af- 
fairs and  acts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and 
disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal  and  mixed, 
but  for  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatsoever.”  Just  before  the  banking  privileges 
ceased,  its  effects  were  transferred  by  the  bank  to  a 
new  state  institution  then  recently  incorporated,  in 
trust,  for  the  discharge  of  its  debts  and  the  settle- 
ment of  its  affairs.  With  this  trustee,  by  authority 
of  congress,  an  adjustment  was  subsequently  made 
of  the  large  interest  which  the  government  had  in 
the  stock  of  the  institution.  The  manner  in  which 
a trust  unexpectedly  created  upon  the  act  granting 
the  charter,  and  involving  such  great  public  inter- 
ests, has  been  executed,  would,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  a fit  subject  of  inquiry;  but  much  more 
does  it  deserve  your  attention,  when  it  embraces  the 
redemption  of  obligations  to  which  the  authority  and 
credit  of  the  United  States  have  given  value.  The 
two  years  allowed  are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is 
well  understood  that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed 
and  cancelled  the  outstanding  notes  of  the  bank, 
but  has  reissued,  and  is  actuallyreissuing,  since  the 
3d  of  March,  1836,  the  notes  which  have  been  re- 
ceived by  it  to  a vast  amount.  According  to  its 
own  official  statement,  so  late  as  the  first  of  October 
last,  nineteen  months  after  the  banking  privileges 
given  by  the  charter  had  expired,  it  had  under  its 
control  uncancelled  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  amount  of  twenty-seven  mil- 
lions five  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  of  which  six  millions 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  were  in  actual  circula- 
tion, one  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  at  state 
bank  agencies,  and  three  millions  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  in  transitu;  thus  show- 
ing that  upwards  of  ten  millions  and  a half  of  the 
notes  of  the  old  bank  were  then  still  kept  outstand- 
ing. The  impropriety  of  this  procedure  is  obvi- 
ous: it  being  the  duty  of  the  trustee  to  cancel  and 
not  to  put  forth  the  notes  of  an  institution,  whose 
concerns  it  had  undertaken  to  wind  up.  If  the 
trustee  has  a right  to  reissue  these  notes  now,  I can 
see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  continue  to  do  so  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  two  years.  As  no  one 
could  have  anticipated  a course  so  extraordinary, 
the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  charter  above  quoted 
was  not  accompanied  by  any  penalty  or  other  spe- 
special  provision  for  enforcing  it;  nor  have  we  any 
general  law  for  the  prevention  of  similar  acts  in  fu- 
ture. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  view  of  the  subject  alone 
that  your  interposition  is  required.  The  United 
States,  in  settling  with  the  trustee  for  their  stock, 
have  withdrawn  their  funds  from  their  former  di- 
rect ability  to  the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet 
notes  of  the  institution  continue  to  be  sent  forth  in 


its  name,  and  apparently  upon  the  authority  of  the 
United  States.  The  transactions  connected  with 
the  employment  of  the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  of 
vast  extent;  and  should  they  result  unfortunately, 
the  interests  of  individuals  may  be  deeply  compro- 
mised. Without  undertaking  to  decide  how  far,  or 
in  what  form,  if  any,  the  trustee  could  be  made 
liable  for  notes  which  contain  no  obligation  on  its 
part;  or  the  old  bank,  for  such  as  are  put  in  circu- 
lation after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  with- 
out its  authority;  or  the  government  for  indemnity, 
in  case  of  loss,  the  question  still  presses  itselfupon 
your  consideration,  whether  it  is  consistent  with 
duty  and  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
to  witness  this  proceeding  without  a single  effort  to 
arrest  it. 

The  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  will  show  how  the  affairs 
of  that  office  have  been  conducted  for  the  past 
year.  The  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  one 
of  the  most  important  trusts  confided  to  congress. 
Tne  practicability  of  retaining  the  title  and  control 
of  such  extensive  domains  in  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  admitting  the  territo- 
ries embracing  them  into  the  federal  union  as  co- 
equals  with  the  original  states,  was  seriously  doubt- 
ed by  many  of  our  wisest  statesmen.  All  feared 
that  they  would  become  a source  of  discard,  and 
many  carried  their  apprehensions  so  far  as  to  see 
in  them  the  seeds  of  a future  dissolution  of  the 
confederacy.  But  happily  our  experience  has  al- 
ready bpen  sufficient  to  quiet,  in  a great  degree,  all 
such  apprehensions.  The  position,  at  one  time 
assumed — that  the  admission  of  new  states  into  the 
union  on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  states, 
was  incompatible  with  a right  of  soil  in  the  United 
Stales,  and  operated  as  a surrender  thereof,  not- 
withstanding the  terms  of  the  compacts  by  which 
their  admission  was  designed  to  be  regulated — has 
been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  the  new  or 
tile  old  states,  all  now  agree  that  the  right  of  soil 
to  the  public  lands  remains  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  that  these  lands  constitute  a cominon 
property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  states,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence  in 
this  just  principle  by  the  people  of  the  new  states 
has  naturally  promoted  a disposition  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  policy  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
A policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  ob- 
ject of  selling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  possible 
sum  of  money,  without  regard  to  higher  considera- 
tions. finds  but  few  advocates.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  generally  conceded,  that  whilst  the  mode  of  dis- 
position adopted  by  the  government,  should  always 
be  a prudent  one,  yet  its  leading  object  ought  to 
be  the  early  settlement  ar.d  cultivation  of  the  lands 
sold;  and  that  it  should  discountenance,  if  it  can- 
not prevent,  the  accumulation  of  large  tracts  in 
the  same  hands,  which  must  necessarily  retard  the 
growth  of  the  new  states,  or  entail  upon  them  a 
dependent  tenantry,  and  its  attendant  evils. 

A question  embracing  such  important  interests 
and' so  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  the  union,  has  very  natu- 
rally given  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment oft  he  existing  system.  The  distinctive  features 
of  the  policy  that  lias  hitherto  prevailed,  are  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  lands  at  moderate  prices,  thus 
enabling  a greater  number  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion for  their  purchase,  and  accomplishing  a double 
object  of  promoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the 
purchasers,  and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury;  to  sell  lor  cash,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  disturbing  influence  of  a large  mass  of 
private  citizens  indebted  to  the  government,  which 
they  have  a voice  in  controlling;  to  bring  them  into 
market  no  faster  than  good  lands  are  supposed  to 
be  wanted  for  improvements,  thereby  preventing 
the  accumulation  of  large  tracts  in  lew  hands;  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  government;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  raised  from  the  people  of  the  states 
by  taxation,  and  givingeach  state  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  irom  the  common  fund  in  a 
manner  the  most  quiet,  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps, the  most  equitable,  that  can  be  devised. 
These  provisions,  with  occasional  enactments  in 
behalf  of  special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the 
favor  of  the  government,  have,  in  their  execution, 
produced  results  as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected  in  a matter  so  vast, 
so  complicated,  ansi  so  exciting.  Upwards  of  se- 
venty millions  of  acres  have  been  sold,  the  greater 
part  of  which  i3  believed  to  have  been  purchased 
for  actual  settlement.  The  population  of  the  new 
states  and  territories  created  out  of  the  public  do- 
main, increased  between  1800  and  1830  from  less 
than  sixty  thousand  to  upwards  of  two  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  souls,  constituting,  at  the 
latter  period,  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  people 


of  the  United  States.  The  increase  since  cannot 
be  accurately  known,  but  the  whole  may  now  be 
safely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a half  millions 
of  souls;  comprising  nine  states, the  representatives 
of  which  constitute  above  one-third  of  tile  senate 
and  over  one-sixth  of  the  house  of  representative:, 
of  the  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  formed  a body  of  free  and  inde- 
pendent landholders,  with  a rapidity  unequalled  in 
the  history  of  mankind;  and  this  great  result  has 
been  produced  without  leaving  any  thing  for  future 
adjustment  between  the  government  and  its  citi- 
zens. The  system  under  which  so  much  has  been 
accomplished  cannot  be  intrinsically  bad,  and  with 
occasional  modifications,  to  correct  abuses  and 
adapt  it  to  changes-  of  circumstances,  may,  I think, - 
be  safely  trusted  for  the  future-.  There  is,  in  the 
management  of  such  extensive  interests,  much  vir- 
tue in  stability;  and  although  great  and  obvious 
improvements  should  not  be  declined,  changes- 
should  never  be  made  without  the  fullest  examina- 
tion, and  the  clearest  demonstration  of  their  practi- 
cal utility.  In  the  history  of  the  past,  we  have  am 
assurance  that  this  safe  rule  of  action  will  not  be- 
departed  from  in  relation  to  the  public  lands;  noi- 
ls it  believed  that  any  necessity  exists  for  interfer- 
ing with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  system, 
or  that  the  public  mind,  even  in  the  new  states,  is 
desirous  of  any  radical  alterations.  On  the  contra- 
ry, the  general  disposition  appears  to  be,  to  make 
such  modifications  and  additions  only  as  will  the1 
more  effectually  carry  out  the  original  policy  of 
filling  our  new  states  and  territories  with  an- indus- 
trious and  independent  population. 

The  modification  most  perseveringly  pressed 
upon  congress,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of  its- 
time  for  years  past,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  if  not  sooner  satisfactorily  adjust- 
ed, is  a reduction  in>  the  cost  of  such  portions  of 
the  public  lands  as  are  ascertained  to  be  unsaleable 
at  the  rate  now  established  by  law,  and  a gradua- 
tion, according  to  their  relative  value,  ot  the  prices 
at  which  they  may  hereafter  be  sold.  It  is  worth}’’ 
of  consideration  whether  justice  may  not  be  done 
to  every  interest  in  this  matter,  and  a vexed  ques- 
tion set  at  rest,  perhaps  for  ever,  by  a reasonable 
compromise  of  conflicting  opinions.  Hitherto,  af- 
ter being  offered  at  public  sale,  lands  have  been 
disposed  of  at  one  uniform  price,  whatever  differ- 
ence there  might  be  in  their  intrinsic  value..  The 
leading  considerations  urged  in  favor  of  the  measure 
referred  to,  are,  that  in  almost  all  the  land  districts, 
and  particularly  in  those  in  which  (he  lands  have 
been  lorigsu rveyed&nd  exposed  tosale,  (here  are  still 
remaining  numerous  and  large  tracts  of  every  gra- 
dalionof  value,  from  the  government  price  down- 
vvardspthat  these  lands  will  not  be  purchased  at. 
the  government  price,  so  long  as  better  can  be  con- 
veniently obtained  for  the  same  amount;  that  there- 
are  large  tracts  which  even  the  improvements  of 
the  adjacint  lands  will  never  raise  to  that  price; 
and  that  tie  present  uniform  price,  combined  with 
their  irreguar  value,  operates  to  prevent  a desira- 
ble compactness  of  settlement  in  the  new  states, 
and  to  retail  the  full  development  of  that  wise  poli- 
cy on  wliichW  land  system  is  founded,  to  the  in  ju- 
ry not  only  of  the  several  states  where  tile  lands  iie, 
but  of  the  Unied  States  as  a whole. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a reduction  of 
prices  according  to  the  length  of  time  the  land's 
have  been  in  narket,  without  reference  to  any 
other  circumstances.  The  certainty  that  the  efflux 
of  time  would  not  always  in  such  cases,  and  per- 
haps not  even  gene-ally,  furnish  a true  criterion  of 
value;  and  the  probability  that  persons  residing  in 
the  vicinity,  as  the  period  for  the  reduction  of 
prices  approached,  woilcl  postpone  purchases  they 
would  otherwise  make,  for  the  purpose  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  lowerbrice,  with  other  consider- 
ations of  a similar  chaiicter,  have  hitherto  been 
successfully  urged  to  deeat  the  graduation  upon 
time.  - , 

Mav  not  all  reasonabledesires  upon  t..  in  order  to 
be  satisfied  without  encointeririg  any  of  f.aur  desire 
jections?  All  will  concde  the  abstract  princip  but 
that  the  price  of  the  pubic  lands  should  be  propor--  . 
tioned  to  their  relative  vllue,  so  far  as  that  can  be 
accomplished  without  cfparting  from  the  rule, 
heretofore  observed  requfing  fixed  prices  in  cases 
of  private  entries.  Thedillicnlty  of  tile  subject 
seems  to  lie  in  the  mode  jf  ascertaining  what  that 
value  is.  Would  not  the^afest  plan  he  that  which 
has  been  adopted  by  man’  of  the  states  as  the  basis 
of  taxation;  an  actual  volution  of  lands,  and  classifi- 
tion  of  them  into  di Here n rates?  Would  it  not  be 
practicable  and  expedien  to  cause  the  relative  va- 
lue of  the  public  lands  i the  old  districts,  which 
have  been  for  a certain  legtli  of  time  in  market,  to 
be  appraised,  and  classe  into  two  or  more  rates 
below  the  present  mininirn  price,  by  the  officers 
now  employed  in  this  brach  of  the  public  service. 
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•or  in  any  other  mode  deemed  preferable,  and  to 
make  those  prices  permanent,  if  upon  the  coming  in 
of  the  report  they  shall  prove  satisfactory  to  con- 
.gress?  Cannot  all  the  objects  of  graduation  be  ac- 
complished in  this  way,  and  the  objections  which 
have  hitherto  been  urged  against  it  avoided?  It 
would  seem  to  me  that  such  a step,  with  a restric- 
tion of  the  sales  to  limited  quantities,  and  for  actual 
improvement,  would  be  free  from  all  just  excep- 
tion. 

By  the  full  exposition  of  the  value  of  the  lands 
thus  furnished  and  extensively  promulgated,  per- 
sons living  at  a distance  would  be  informed  of  their 
true  condition,  and  enabled  to  ente-r  into  competi- 
tion with  those  residing  in  the  vicinity;  the  means 
tof  acquiring  an  independent  home  would  be  brought 
within  the  reach  of  many  who  are  unable  to  pur- 
chase at  present  prices;  the  population  of  the  new 
states  would  be  made  more  compact,  and  large 
tracts  would  be  sold  which  would  otherwise  remain 
on  hand;  not  only  would  the  land  be  brought  with- 
in the  means  of  a larger  number  of  purchasers,  but 
many  persons  possessed  of  greater  means  would  be 
content  to  settle  on  a larger  quantity  of  the  poorer 
■lauds,  rather  than  emigrate  further  west  in  pursuit 
of  a smaller  quantity  of  better  lands.  -Such  a mea- 
sure would  also  seem  to  be  more  consistent  with 
the  policy  of  the  existing  laws — that  of  converting 
the  public  domain  into  cultivated  farms  owned  by 
'their  occupants.  That  policy  is  not  best  promoted 
■by  sending  emigrants  up  the  almost  interminable 
■streams  of  the  west,  to  occupy  in  groups  the  best 
spots  of  lands,  leaving  immense  wastes  behind  them 
and  enlarging  the  frontier  beyond  the  means  of  the 
government  to  afford  it  adequate  protection;  but  in 
encouraging  it  to  occupy,  with  reasonable  dense- 
ness, the  territory  over  which  it  advances,  and  find 
its  best  defence  in  the  compact  front  which  it  pre- 
sents to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many  of  you  will  bring 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  the  advantages 
of  local  knowledge  and  greater  experience,  and  all 
will  be  desirous  of  makingan  early  and  final  disposi- 
tion of  every  disturbing  question  in  regard  to  this 
important  interest.  If  these  suggestions  shall  in 
any  degree  contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of 
so  important  a result,  it  will  afford  me  sincere  sa- 
tisfaction. 

In  some  sections  of  the  country,  most  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers have  very  little  to  do.  It  is  a subject  wor- 
thy ©t  inquiry  whether,  in  many  cases,  two  or  more 
districts  may  not  be  consolidated,  and  the  number 
•of  persons  employed  in  this  business  considerably 
reduced.  Indeed,  the  time  will  come  when  it  will 
be  .the  true  policy  of  the  general  government,  as  to 
some  of  the  states,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  a reason- 
able equivalent,  all  the  refuse  and  unsold  lands,  and 
to  withdraw  the  machinery  of  the  federal  land  offices 
altogether.  All  who  take  a comprehensive  new  of 
our  federal  system,  and  believe  that  one  of  its  great- 
est •excellencies  consists  in  interfering  as  little  as 
possible  with  the  internal  concerns  of  the  states, 
look  forw  ard  with  great  interest  to  this  result. 

A modification  of  the  existing  laws  in  respect  to 
the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  might  also  have  a fa- 
vorable influence  on  the  legislation  of  congress,  in 
relation  to  another  branch  of  the  subject.  Many 
who  have  not  the  ability  to  buy  at  present  prices, 
settel  on  those  lands,  with  the  hope  of  acquiring 
from  their  cultivation  the  means  of  purchasing  un- 
der pre-emption  laws,  from  time  to  time  passed  by 
congress.  For  this  eneroacbmeit  on  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  they  excuse  themselves  under 
the  plea  of  their  own  necessities;  the  fact  that  they 
disposess  nobody,  and  only  enter  upon  the  waste 
domain;  that  they  give  additional  value  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  their  vicinity,  and  their  intention  ulti- 
mately to  pay  the  governnent  price.  So  much 
weight  has,  from  time  to  timibeen  attached  to  these 
considerations,  that  congres;  have  passed  laws  giv- 
ing actual  settlers  on  the  p\ blit  lands  a right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  tracts  occuped  by  them  at  the  mini- 
the  end  of  Vn  These  laws  hive  in  all  instances  been 
gress;  anflive  in  their  opention;  but  in  a few  years 
milliorneir  passage,  crowds  of  new  settlers  have 
hur-h  found  on  the  public  finds,  for  similar  reasons, 
■and  under  like  expectation:,  who  have  been  indulg- 
ed with  the  same  privileges.  This  course  of  legisla- 
tion tends  to  impair  public  respect  for  the  laws  of 
the  country.  Either  the  liws  to  prevent  intrusion 
upon  the  public  lands  shoudbe  executed,  or,  if  that 
should  be  impracticable  orinexpedient,  they  should 
be  modified  or  repealed,  f the  public  lands  are  to 
be  considered  as  open  to  te  occupied  by  any,  they 
should,  by  law,  be  thrown  ipen  to  all.  That  which 
is  intended,  in  all  instances,  to  be  legalized,  should 
at  once  be  made  legal,  tba  those  who  are  disposed 
to  conform  to  the  laws  mayenjoy  at  least  equal  pri- 
vileges with  those  who  are  not.  But  it  is  not  be- 
lieved lo  be  the  dispositionof  congress  to  open  Ihe 
public  lands  to  occupancy  without  regular  entries 


and  payment  of  the  government  price,  as  such  a 
course  must  tend  to  worse  evils  than  the  credit  sys- 
tem, which  it  was  found  necessary  to  abolish.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
sound  policy  to  remove,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
causes  which  produce  intrusions  upon  the  public 
lands,  and  then  take  efficient  steps  to  prevent  them 
in  future-  Would  any  single  measure  be  so  effec- 
tive in  removing  all  plausible  grounds  for  those  in- 
trusions as  the  graduation  of  price  already  suggest- 
ed? A short  period  of  industry  and  economy  in  any 
part  of  our  country  would  enable  the  poorest  citizen 
to  accumulate  the  means  to  buy  him  a home  at  the 
lower  prices,  and  leave  him  without  apology  for 
settling  on  lands  not  his  own  If  he  did  not,  under 
such  circumstances,  he  would  enlist  no  sympathy 
in  his  favor;  and  the  laws  would  be  readily  executed, 
without  doing  violence  to  public  opinion. 

A large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated  them- 
selves on  the  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
the  passage  of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and  now 
ask  the  enactment  of  another,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
tain the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the  mini- 
mum government  price.  They  ask  that  which  has 
been  repeatedly  granted  before.  If  the  future  may 
be  judged  of  by  the  past,  little  harm  can  be  done  to 
the  interests  of  the  treasury  by  yielding  to  their  re- 
quest. Upon  a critical  examination,  it  is  found  that 
the  lands  sold  at  the  public  sales  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  cash  payments  in  1820,  have  produced,  on 
an  average,  the  nett  revenue  of  only  six  cents  an 
acre  more  than  the  minimum  government  price. — 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  future  sales  will 
be  more  productive.  The  government,  therefore, 
has  no  adequate  pecuniary  interest  to  induce  it  to 
drive  these  people  from  the  lands  they  occupy,  tor 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  toothers. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a pre-emption  law  for  their  benefit,  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparatory  steps  toward  the  gra- 
duation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  further 
and  more  effectual  provisions  lo  prevent  intrusions 
hereafter.  Indulgence  to  those  who  have  settled  on 
these  lands  with  expectations  that  past  legislation 
would  be  made  a rule  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  most  plausible  ground  on  which 
intrusions  are  excused,  and  adopting  more  efficient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appears  to  me  the 
most  judicious  disposition  which  can  be  made  of 
this  difficult  subject.  The  limitations  and  restric- 
tions to  guard  against  abuses  in  the  execution  of  a 
pre-emption  law,  will  necessarily  attract  the  careful 
attention  of  congress;  but  under  no  circumstances 
is  it  considered  expedient  to  authorize  floating 
claims  in  any  shape.  They  have  been  heretofore, 
and  doubtless  would  be  hereafter,  most  prolific 
sources  of  fraud  and  oppression,  and  instead  of  ope- 
rating to  confer  the  favor  of  the  government  on  in- 
dustrious settlers,  are  often  used  only  lo  minister  to 
a spirit  of  cupidity  at  the  expense  of  the  most  meri- 
torious of  that  class. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
will  bring  to  your  view  the  stale  of  the  army,  and 
all  the  various  subjects  confided  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  that  officer. 

The  principal  part  of  the  army  has  been  concen- 
trated in  Florida,  with  a view,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion, of  bringing  the  war  in  that  territory  to  a speedy 
close.  The  necessity  of  stripping  the  posts  on  the 
maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire  garri- 
sons, forthe  purpose  of  assembling  in  the  field  an 
army  of  less  than  four  thousand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  regular 
forces;  and  the  superior  efficiency  as  well  as  greatly 
diminished  expense  of  that  description  of  troops, 
recommend  this  measure  as  one  of  economy  as 
well  as  of  expediency.  I refer  to  the  report  for  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  the  secretary  of  war  to 
urge  the  reorganization  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  (he  army,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  which  I 
fully  concur. 

It  is  not,  however,  compatible  with  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  a regular 
force  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  extensive  fron- 
tiers. In  periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  rely 
principally  upon  a well-organized  militia;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  this  descrip- 
tion of  force  more  efficient,  has  long  been  a subject 
of  anxious  solicitude.  It  was  recommended  to  the 
first  congress  by  general  Washington,  and  has  been 
since  frequently  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recent- 
ly its  importance  strongly  urged  by  my  immediate 
predecessor.  The  provision  in  the  constitution  that 
renders  it  necessary  to  adopt  an  uniform  system  of 
organization  for  the  militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  presents  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  an 
efficient  arrangement  by  the  classification  heretofore 
proposed,  and  I invite  your  attention  to  the  plan 
which  will  be  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
for  the  organization  of  volunteer  corps,  and  the  in- 
struction of  militia  officers,  as  more  simple  and  prac- 


ticable, if  not  equally  advantageous,  as  a geneial 
arrangement  of  the  whole  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

A moderate  increase  of  the  corps,  both  of  military 
and  topographical  engineers,  has  been  more  than 
once  recommended  by  my  predecessor;  and  my  con- 
viction of  the  propriety,  not  to  say  necessity  of  the 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  va- 
rious and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duces me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

The  military  academy  continues  to  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  its  establishment,  and  not  only  fur- 
nishes well-educated  officers  to  the  army,  but  serves 
to  diffuse  throughout  the  mass  of  our  citizens,  indi- 
viduals possessed  of  military  knowledge,  and  the 
scientific  attainments  of  civil  and  military  engineer- 
ing. At  present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent 
of  his  parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  five 
years  iroin  the  period  of  his  enlistment,  unless  sooner 
discharged;  thus  exacting  only  one  year’s  service  in 
the  army  after  his  education  is  completed.  This 
does  not  appear  to  me  sufficient.  Government  ought 
to  command  for  a longer  period  the  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  the  public  expense;  and  1 re- 
commend that  the  time  of  enlistment  be  extended 
to  seven  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  engagement 
strictly  enforced. 

The  creation  of  a national  foundry  for  cannon, 
to  be  common  to  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  recom- 
mended, and  appears  to  be  required  in  order  to  place 
our  ordnance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  service 
to  control  the  prices  of  those  articles,  and  graduate 
the  supplies  to  the  wants  of  the  government,  as  well 
as  to  regulate  their  quality  and  ensure  their  uni- 
formity. The  same  reasons  induce  me  to  recom- 
mend "the  erection  of  a manufactory  of  gunpowder, 
to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  ordnance  office. — 
The  establishment  of  a manufactory  of  small  arms 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  upon  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  secretary  of  war,  will  contribute  to 
extend  throughout  that  country  the  improvements 
which  exist  in  establishments  of  a similar  descrip- 
tion in  the  Atlantic  states,  and  tend  to  a much  more 
economical  distribution  of  the  armament  required 
in  the  western  portion  of  onr  union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  commenced  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1804, 
has  been  steadily  persevered  in  by  every  succeeding 
president,  and  may  be  considered  the  settled  policy 
of  the  country.  Unconnected  at  first  with  any  v,eli 
defined  system  for  their  improvement,  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  the 
greater  abundance  of  game  to  be  found  in  the  west; 
but  when  the  beneficial  effects  of  their  removal 
were  made  apparent,  a more  philanthropic  and  en- 
lightened policy  was  adopted,  in  purchasing  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Liberal  prices  were 
given,  and  provisions  inserted  in  all  the  treaties  with 
them  for  the  application  of  the  funds  they  received 
in  exchange,  to  such  purposes  as  were  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  their  present  welfare,  and  advance 
their  future  civilization.  These  measures  have  been 
attended  thus  far  with  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  lo  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  friends  and  promoters  of 
this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Choctaws, 
Cherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivators  of 
the  soil.  The  improvement  in  their  condition  has 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  now  fit- 
ted to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a simple  form  of  go- 
vernment, which  has  been  submitted  (o  them  and 
received  their  sanction;  and  I cannot  too  strongly 
urge  this  subject  upon  the  attention  of  congress. 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cept with  the  band  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Six  Na- 
tions in  New  York,  the  Menomonees.  Mandans  and 
Stockbridges  in  Wisconsin,  and  Miamies  in  Indiana. 
With  all  but  the  Menomonees  it  is  expected  that 
arrangements  for  their  emigration  will  be  completed 
the  present  year.  The  resistance  which  has  been 
opposed  to  their  removal  by  some  of  the  tribes,  even 
after  treaties  had  been  made  with  them  to  that  ef- 
fect, has  arisen  from  various  causes,  operating  dif- 
ferently on  each  of  them.  In  most  instances  they 
have  been  instigated  to  resistance  by  ; ersons  to 
whom  Ihe  trade  with  them  and  the  acquisition  of 
their  annuities  wmre  important;  and  in  some  by  the 
personal  influence  of  interested  chiefs.  These  ob- 
stacles must  be  overcome;  for  the  government  can- 
riot  relinquish  the  execution  of  this  policy  without 
sacrificing  important  interests,  and  abandoning  the 
tribes  remaining  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  certain 
destruction. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  of  the  tribes  within 
the  limits  of  the  states  and  territories  has  been 
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most  rapid.  If  they  be  removed,  they  can  be  pro- 
tected from  those  associations  and  evil  practices 
which  exert  so  pernicious  and  destructive  an  influ- 
ence over  their  destinies.  They  can  be  induced  to 
labor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  acquisition 
will  inspire  them  with  a feeling  of  independence. 
Their  minds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
taught  the  value  of  salutary  and  uniform  iaws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advantages.  In 
the  possession  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a good 
government,  free  to  give  whatdirection  they  please 
to  their  labor,  and  sharers  in  the  legislation  by  which 
(heir  persons  and  the  profits  of  their  industry  are  to 
be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have  an  ever 
present  conviction  of  the  importance  of  union,  of 
peace  among  themselves,  ami  of  the  preservation 
of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The  interests  of 
the  United  States  would  also  be  greatly  promoted 
by  freeing  the  relations  between  the  general  and 
state  governments  from  what  has  proved  a most 
embarrassing  incumbrance,  by  a satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  conflicting  titles  to  lands,  caused  by 
the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  and  by  causing  the 
resources  of  the  whole  country  to  be  developed  by 
the  power  of  the  state  and  general  governments, 
and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a white  popula- 
tion. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject  is  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  government  to  fulfil  its  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  to  protect  the  Indian  * thus  assembled 
“at  their  new  residences  from  all  interruptions 
and  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes  or  nations 
of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,”  and  the  equally  solemn  obligation  to 
guard  from  Indian  hostility  its  own  border  settle- 
ments, stretching  along  a line  of  more  than  one 
thousand  miles.  To  enable  the  government  to  re- 
deem this  pledge  to  the  Indians,  and  to  afford  ade- 
quate protection  to  its  own  citizens,  will  require 
the  continual  presence  of  a considerable  regular 
force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
chain  of  permanent  posts.  Examinations  of  the 
country  are  now  making,  with  a view  to  decide  on 
the  most  suitable  points  for  the  erection  of  fortresses 
and  other  works  of  defence,  the  results  of  which 
will  he  presented  to  you  by  the  secretary  of  war  at 
an  early  day,  together  with  a plan  for  the  effectual 
protection  of  the  friendly  Indians,  and  the  perma- 
nent defence  of  the  frontier  3tates. 

By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  here- 
with communicated,  it  appears  that  unremitted  ex- 
ertions have  been  made  at  the  different  navy  yards 
to  carry  into  elfect  all  authorized  measures  for  the 
extension  and  employment  of  our  naval  force. 
The  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ship  of  the 
line  Pennsylvania,  and  the  complete  repairs  of  the 
ship3  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Columbus, 
may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a respectable  addition 
to  this  important  arm  of  our  national  defence.  Our 
commerce  and  navigation  have  received  increased 
aid  and  protection  during  the  present  year.  Our 
squadrons  in  the  Pacific  and  on  the  Brazilian  sta- 
tion have  been  much  increased,  and  that  in  the 
Mediterranean,  although  small,  is  adequate  to  the 
present  wants  of  our  commerce  in  that  sea.  Ad- 
ditions have  been  made  to  our  squadron  on  the 
West  India  station,  where  the  large  force  under 
commodore  Dallas  has  been  most  actively  and  ef- 
ficiently employed  in  protecting  our  commerce,  in 
preventing  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  in  co- 
operating with  officers  of  the  army  in  carrying  on 
the  war  in  Florida. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad,  leaves  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  conve- 
niently providing  for  a home  squadron,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  our  extensive  coast. 
The  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  in  the  general  estimates  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  1S3S. 

The  naval  officers  engaged  upon  our  coast  sur- 
vey have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navi- 
gation. The  discovery  of  a new  channel  into  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  through  which  our  largest 
ships  may  pass  without  danger,  must  afford  impor- 
tant commercial  advantages  to  that  harbor,  and  add 
greatly  to  its  value  as  a naval  station.  The  accu- 
rate survey  of  George’s  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, lately  completed,  will  render  compara- 
tively safe  a navigation  hitherto  considered  danger- 
ous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sur- 
geons, and  assistant  surgeons,  in  the  navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commission,  to  answer 
the  exigencies  of  our  growing  commerce. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  va- 
rious suggestions  of  the  secretary,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  postmaster  general  exhibits  the 


progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service.  The 
operations  of  the  post  office  department  constitute 
one  of  the  most  active  elements  of  our  national 
prosperity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  with 
what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mail  routes 
of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  about  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  miles,  having  been  increased  about 
thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  miles 
within  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  mail  trans- 
portation on  these  routes  is  about  thirty-six  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  increas- 
ed about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifly-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles  within 
the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices  has 
also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  and  ninety- 
nine,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  mails  less  than 
once  a week,  and  a large  portion  of  them  daily. 
Contractors  and  postmasters  in  general  are  repre- 
sented as  attending  to  their  duties  with  most  com- 
mendable zeal  and  fidelity. 

The  revenue  of  the  department,  within  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirtieth  June  last,  was  four  millions 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  and  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents;  and  its  liabilities 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  millions 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 
The  increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  was  seven  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  fo.rty-one  cenls. 

For  many  interesting  details  I refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  postmaster  general,  with  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Your  particular  attention  is  in- 
vited to  the  necessity  of  providing  a more  safe  and 
convenient  building  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
department. 

1 lay  before  congress  copies  of  reports  submitted 
in  pursuance  of  a call  made  by  me  upon  the  heads 
of  departments,  for  such  suggestions  as  their  expe- 
rience might  enable  them  to  make,  as  to  what  fur- 
ther legislative  provisions  maybe  advantageously 
adopted  to  secure  the  faithful  application  of  public 
moneys  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  appro- 
priated; to  prevent  their  misapplication  or  embez- 
zlement by  those  entrusted  with  (he  expenditure  of 
them;  and  generally  to  increase  the  security  of  the 
government  against  losses  in  their  disbursement. 
It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding such  new  safeguards  as  are  within  the  power 
of  legislation  to  promote  these  ends;  and  I have  lit- 
tle to  add  to  i he  recommendations  submitted  in  the 
accompanying  papers. 

By  law  the  terms  of  service  of  our  most  impor- 
tant collecting  and  disbursing  officers  in  the  civil 
departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and  when  re- 
appointed, their  bonds  are  required  to  be  renewed. 
The  safety  of  the  public  is  much  increased  by  this 
feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
its  application  to  ail  officers  entrusted  with  the 
collection  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
whatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would 
be  equally  beneficial.  I therefore  recommend,  in 
addition  to  such  of  the  suggestions  presented  by  the 
heads  of  departments  as  you  may  think  useful,  a 
general  provision,  that  all  officers  of  the  army  or 
navy,  or  in  the  civil  department,  entrusted  with  the 
receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  either  unlimited  or  for  a longer 
time  than  four  years,  be  required  to  give  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufficient  securities,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  every  such  period. 

A change  in  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
year,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
has  been  frequently  recommended,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distressing  casualties  in  steamboats,  which 
have  so  frequently  happened  during  the  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  by  means  of  severe  provisions  connected 
with  their  custom-house  papers.  This  subject 
was  submitted  to  the  attention  of  congress  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  last  annual  report, 
and  will  be  again  noticed  at  the  present  session, 
with  additional  details.  It  will  doubtless  receive 
that  early  and  careful  consideration  which  its  press- 
ing importance  appears  to  require. 

Your  attention  has  heretofore  been  frequently 
called  to  the  affairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
I should  not  again  ask  it,  did  not  their  entire  de- 
pendence on  congress  give  them  a constant  claim 
upon  its  notice.  Separated  by  the  constitution 
from  tlie  rest  of  the  union,  limited  in  extent,  and 
aided  by  no  legislature  of  its  own,  it  would  seem  to 
be  a spot  where  a wise  and  uniform  system  of  lo- 
cal government  might  have  been  easily  adopted. 
This  District,  however, 'unfortunately,  has  been  left 
to  linger  behind  the  rest  of  the  union;  its  codes, 
civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  defective,  but 


full  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  provisions;  being 
formed  of  portions  of  two  states,  discrepancies  in 
the  laws  prevail  in  different  parts  of  the  territory, 
small  as  it  is;  and  although  it  was  selected  as  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  the  site  of  its  pub- 
lic edifices,  the  depository  of  its  archives,  and  the 
residence  of  officers  entrusted  with  large  amounts 
of  public  property,  and  the  management  of  public 
business,  yet  it  has  never  been  subjected  to,  or  re- 
ceived, t hat  special  and  comprehensive  legislation 
which  these  circumstances  peculiarly  demand.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  various  subjects  of  greater 
magnitude  and  immediate  interest  that  press  them- 
selves on  the  consideration  of  congress;  but  I be- 
lieve there  is  not  one  that  appeals  more  directly  to 
its  justice,  than  a liberal,  and  even  generous,  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  a thorough  and  careful  revision  of  its  local  go- 
vernment. M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  1,500  copies  of  the 
message  and  accompanying  documents,  and  5,000 
additional  copies  of  the  messag'e,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Grundy  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  security  of  persons  on  board  vessels  impel- 
led wholly  or  in  part  by  steam. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said— 

The  unavoidable  absence  of  the  surviving  senator 
of  the  state  of  Maryland  has  devolved  on  me  the 
melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to  the  senate,  what 
it  already  too  well  knows,  the  lamented  death  of 
his  worthy  colleague.  He  suddenly  expired  on  the 
2-lth  of  last  month,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age,  and 
a few  minutes  before  apparently  in  excellent  health. 
His  public  career  has  been  eminently  useful,  and 
his  private  pursuits  have  been  crowned  with  merit- 
ed success.  Dr.  Joseph  Kent  has  served  his  native 
state  of  Maryland  in  the  legislature,  in  the  college 
of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  in  the 
office  of  chief  magistrate,  and  in  both  branches  of 
congress.  He  has  discharged  the  duties  of  all 
these  stations  with  the  greatest  diligence,  with  dis- 
tinguished ability,  and  with  general  satisfaction. 
He  brought  into  the  public  councils  a large  stock 
of  common  sense,  sterling  integrity,  and  a judg- 
ment sound,  practical  and  discriminating.  Fie  was 
one  of  those  true  men,  of  whose  decision,  if  he 
understood  the  question  which  he  was  called  upon 
to  consider,  we  might  be  perfectly  sure  in  advance. 
He  spoke  in  debate  rarely;  but  when  he  rose  he 
spoke  directly  to  the  point,  without  any  aim  at 
ambitious  ornament,  and  full  of  interest  and  in- 
struction, drawn  by  induclion  and  from  experience. 

Twenty-six  years  ago,  he  and  I entered  the 
house  of  representatives  together.  During  the 
long  period  which  has  since  intervened,  what  agi- 
tating questions  have  arisen  to  shake  this  vast  con- 
federacy; each  in  its  turn  seeming  to  threaten  it 
with  overthrow!  But  the  republic  stands  up,  proud 
and  erect,  bearing  aloft  its  glorious  banner  of  origi- 
nal and  added  stars  and  stripes,  and  marching  stea- 
dily on  to  i\s  high  destiny.  The  fearful  questions 
of  controversy  have  been  happily  put  to  rest,  and 
many  of  tho^>  who  were  most  apprehensive  of  the 
fate  of  our  country  silently  sleep  in  the  grave. 
Should  not  these  groundless  fears  inspire  us  with 
more  confident  in  the  durability  of  our  admirable 
institutions?  Should  not  our  transitory  turmoils, 
and  our  fleeting  existence,  inspire  us  with  a spirit 
of  mutual  forbearince  and  brotherly  love? 

In  private  life  the  estimable  man  whose  untimely 
death  we  deplore,  enjoyed  the  unbounded  confidence 
and  attachment  of  hjs  neighbors  and  friends,  and 
he  was  almost  idolized  by  his  family  and  slaves. 
Plain  and  unostentatious  in  his  manners  and  deport- 
ment, he  was  always  chterful,  cordial,  conciliatory 
and  encouraging.  For  riore  than  a quarter  of  this 
century,  I have  had  the  fappiness  of  his  friendship. 
And  I have  ever  found  bjm,  in  prosperous  and  ad- 
verse fortunes,  in  the  spring  and  in  the  autumn  of 
my  life,  a firm,  faithful,  aid  never-failing  friend. 

Such  a good  man  is  a {feat  loss  to  Maryland,  to 
the  senate,  and  to  the  wbo'e  country.  But  nowhere, 
out  of  the  circle  of  his  owj  family,  will  that  loss  be 
felt  with  more  severity  than  by  the  people  of  this 
District.  Untiring  in  hi.  exertions,  he  was  ever 
their  warm,  zealous,  and 
than  one  occasion  have  n 
against  measures  brough 


voted  friend.  On  more 
y own  first  impressions 
forward  for  their  relief 
been  effaced  by  the  earnetness  arid  intensity  of  his 


persuasion.  And  we  all 


-ecollect  how,  not  more 


than  sixty  days  ago,  we  vjere  thrilled  by  a burst  of 
indignant  eloquence  from  him  in  that  now  vacant 


hardship  and  injustice  tovards  this  District.  That 
place  will  again  be  soon  filled,  and  doubtless  wilt 
be  ably  filled  by  the  enliglrened  state  which  mourns 
bis  death;  but  no  man  canbring  to  it  a better  heart, 
and  a sounder  head,  than  je  possessed. 
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It  remains  to  us  to  perform  the  sad  duty  of  award- 
ing our  share  of  the  honors  due  to  his  memory.  I 
propose  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  the 
senate,  from  a sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Joseph 
Kent,  deceased,  late  a member  thereof,  will  go  into 
mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thir- 
ty days. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Joseph  Kent, 
the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  so  adopted,  and  the  senate 
accordingly  adjourned. 

December  6.  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Tattmadge 
appeared  in  their  seats  yesterday,  in  addition  to  the 
senators  heretofore  announced. 

Mr.  Grundy,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  pro- 
vide lor  the  greater  security  of  the  lives  of  persons 
on  board  vessels  impelled  wholly  or  in  part  by 
steam.  Read  twice,  and  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Walker  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  several  bills  relating  to 
the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Buchanan  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  explain  and 
amend  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  June,  1S24,  lor 
the  better  organization  of  the  marine  corps. 

Mr.  Knight  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  allowing  drawbacks 
on  cordage  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp. 

Several  other  similar  motions  were  given,  mostly 
inaudible  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  the  senate  proceed,  to- 
morrow, to  the  election  of  their  standing  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  chair  be  authorised 
to  make  the  appointment. 

After  a brief  conversation  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  Buchanan  and  King,  of  Alabama,  all 
expressing  a willingness  that  the  chair  should  now 
make  the  appointments,  but  a repugnance  to  taking 
the  power  from  the  senate  itself  by  the  force  of 
precedents,  the  chair  was,  by  unanimous  co'nsent, 
authorised  to  appoint  the  standing  committees  for 
this  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  1,500  exfra  copies  of 
the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury; 
on  the  finances,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  a report  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  of  the  number  and  names  of  the 
banks  employed  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, the  amount  of  money,  &c. 

Also,  an  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in 
the  post  office  department. 

Also,  copies  of  accounts  rendered  and  settled  in 
the  treasury  department,  for  the  two  last  quarters  of 
1836,  and  two  first  quarters  of  1837. 

All  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  otter  house, 
through  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  proposing  the 
appointment  of  chaplains  to  the  two  horses;  laid  on 
the  table.  The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  7.  The  following  committees  were  an- 
nounced by  the  vice  president  as  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  him  in  pursuance  of  the  vote  of  yester- 
day: 

On  foreign  relations.  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Tall- 
madge.  Clay,  Rives,  and  King,  of  Alabama. 

On  finance.  Messrs.  Wright,  Webster,  Nicholas, 
Renton,  and  Hubbard. 

On  commerce.  Messrs.  King,  of  Alabama,  Davis, 
Brown.  Ruggles,  and  Norvell. 

On  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  White,  Sevier,  Tip- 
ton,  Linn,  and  Swift. 

On  manufactures.  Messrs.  Niles,  Buchanan, 
Preston,  Strange,  and  Pierce. 

On  public  lands.  Messrs.  Walker,  Fulton,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Allen,  and  Prmtiss. 

On  private  land  claims.  Messrs.  Linn,  Sevier, 
Bayard,  Mouton,  and  Lyoi. 

On  the  post  office  and  pos  roads.  Messrs.,  Robin- 
son, Grundy,  Knight,  Brovn,  and  Niles. 

Of  claims.  Messrs.  Hibbard,  Tipton,  Critten- 
den, Spence,  and  Young. 

On  revolutionari/  claims.  Messrs.  Brown,  White, 
Crittenden,  Norvell,  and  Snith,  of  Connecticut. 

On  the  judiciary . Messis.  Grundy,  Morris,  Wall, 
Clayton,  and  Strange. 

Onnaval  affairs.  Mess's.  Rives,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Culhbert,  and  Wiliams. 

On  agriculture.  Messrs  Smith,  ofConn.  Spence, 
Linn,  McKean,  and  Black 

On  military  affairs.  Messrs.  Benton,  Preston, 
Tipton,  Wall,  and  Allen. 

On  the  militia.  Messr;.  Wall.  Swift,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Mouton,  and  Snith,  of  Indiana. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office.  Messrs.  Rug- 
glrs,  Strange,  Davis,  Prentiss,  and  Robinson. 


On  roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Tipton,  McKean, 
Nicholas,  Young,  and  Lyon. 

On  pensions.  .Messrs.  Morris,  Prentiss,  Pierce, 
Roane,  and  Williams. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Roane, 
Williams,  Nicholas,  Spence,  and  Bayard. 

On  engrossed  bills.  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Norvell. 

To  audit  and  control  contingent  expenses  of  the  se- 
nate. Messrs.  McKean,  Fulton,  and  Black. 

Select  committee  on  steamboats.  Messrs.  Grundy, 
Wall,  Clayton,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Webster,  and 
Walker. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  secretaries  of 
the  treasury  and  war  departments.  Laid  upon  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  petitions  were  referred  and  among 
them  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Wright : A petition  from  sundry  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  praying  for  the  remission  of  duties  upon  goods 
destroyed. 

By  Mr.  Tipton:  A petition  of  citizens  of  Indiana, 
residing  on  the  public  lands,  praying  congress  to 
pass  a law  granting  pre-emption. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  Sundry  memorials  from  citizens 
of  Michigan,  praying  for  appropriations  for  several 
public  works,  and  other  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  that  state. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan : A petition  from  Robert  Bever- 
ly, president  of  the  Union  bank  of  Georgetown,  D 
C.,  asking  congress  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
said  bank,  when  it  shall  expire,  for  the  purpose  of 
winding  up  its  affairs,  and  lor  no  other  object.  Also, 
from  Richard  Harrison,  late  auditor  setting  forth 
claims  for  services  in  Spain. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden:  A petition  from  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky  and  others,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  all  laws  authorizing  the  establishment  of  an  ex- 
press mail. 

By  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.:  A memorial  from  a rail- 
road company,  in  Alabama  praying  for  a grant  of 
land  on  condition  of  transporting  the  United  States 
mail  free  of  charge;  referred. 

Mr.  Walker,  on  leave,  introduced  three  several 
bills  relating  to  the  public  lands;  which  were  read 
twice  by  their  title,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  gave  notice  of  bis  intention  to 
ask  leave  to-morrow  to  introduce  a bill  granting  pre- 
emption rights;  which,  on  an  observation  of  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  that  a similar  bill  had  been  in- 
troduced this  morning,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  ex- 
plain the  act  of  June,  1834,  relating  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  marine  corps;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Knight,  on  leave  introduced  a bill  authoriz- 
ing a drawback  on  cordage  manufactured  from  for- 
eign hemp;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Norvell,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  ascer- 
taining and  designating  the  boundary  line  between 
the  state  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances  was  referred  to  the  finance 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  so  much  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  as  relates  to  the  public  lands  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  that  name. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson,  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  post  office  and  post  roads  was 
referred  to  that  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  steamboats  was  referred  to  the 
judiciary  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  so  much  of  the 
message  as  relates  to  foreign  relations  was  referred 
to  that  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  so  much  of  the  message 
as  relates  to  naval  affairs  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  that  name. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  so  much  of  the  message 
as  relates'  to  the  militia  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  so  much  of 
the  message  as  relates  to  commerce  was  referred  to 
that  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  military  affairs  was  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  a resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  pensions  to  widows 
and  others,  in  certain  cases.  Adopted. 

The  secretary  of  the  senate  presented  his  report 
on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  so  much  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  same. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the  joint  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  two  chaplains  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to;  and  the  senate  then  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a chaplain. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Slicer,  having  received  a 
majority  of  votes,  was  pronounced  duly  elected. 

Soon  after  which,  the  senate  adjourned 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  A.  The  speaker  (hon.  James  K. 
Polk,  of  Tennessee)  took  the  chair  at  12  o’clock: 
and  the  clerk  having  called  the  members  by  states, 
it  appeared  that  the  following  members  were  pre- 
sent, viz. 

From  Mgine.  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Thomas  Da- 
vee,  Timothy  J.  Carter,  John  Fairfield,  Jonathan 
Cilley,  F.  O.  J.  Smith. 

From  New  Hampshire.  Charles  G.  Atherton, 
Samuel  Cushman,  James  Farrington,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams. 

From  Massachusetts.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Geo. 
N.  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Caleb  Cushing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  George  Grennell,  jr.  Levi  Lin- 
coln, William  Parmenter. 

From  Rhode  Island.  Robert  B.  Cranston,  Jo- 
seph L.  Tillinghast. 

From  Connecticut.  Elisha  Haley,  Orrin  Holt, 
Lancelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toucey,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey. 

From  Vermont.  Heman  Allen,  Horace  Everett, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Hiland  Hall,  William  Slade. 

From  New  York.  John  T.  Andrews,  Richard  P. 
Marvin,  Bennet  Bicknell,  Robert  McClellan,  Sam’l 
Birdsall,  Ely  Moore,  John  C.  Brodhead,  William 
H.  Noble,  Isaac  H.  Bronson,  John  Palmer,  Churchill 
C.  Cambreleng,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  Edward  Curtis, 
Luther  C.  Peck,  John  Edwards,  Zadock  Pratt,  Mil- 
lard Fillmore,  John  PI.  Prentiss,  Henry  A.  Foster, 
David  Russell,  Albert  Gallup,  Mark  IP.  Sibley,  Abra- 
ham P.  Grant,  James  B.  Spencer,  Thomas  B.  Jack- 
son,  William  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Obadiah  Ti- 
tus, Gouverneur  Kemble,  Abraham  Yanderveer, 
Arpbaxed  Loomis,  Plenry  Vail. 

From  New  Jersey.  John  B.  Ayrrigg,  Joseph  F. 
Randolph,  William  Halstead,  Charles  C.  Stratton, 
John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Jones  Yorke. 

From  Pennsylvania.  William  Beatty,  Mathias 
Morris,  Richard  Biddle,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Andrew 
Buchanan,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  Edward  Darling- 
ton, Lemuel  Paynter,  Edward  Davies,  David  Petri- 
ken,  Jacob  Fry,  David  Potts,  jr.  Edward  B.  Hub- 
ley,  Daniel  Shelter,  John  Klingensmith,  George  W . 
Toland,  Thos.  M.  T.  McKennan,  David  D.  Wage- 
ner. 

From  Maryland  John  Dennis,  Isaac  McKim, 
Benjamin  C.  Howard,  James  A.  Pearce,  Daniel 
Jenifer,  John  T.  H.  Worthington,  William  C.  John- 
son. 

From  Virginia.  Andrew  Beirne,  James  M.  Ma- 
son, James  W.  Bouldin,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Walter 
Coles,  William  S.  Morgan,  Robert  Craig,  John  M. 
Patton,  George  C.  Droingoole,  Isaac  S.  Penny- 
backer,  James  Garland,  Francis  C.  Rives,  George 
W.  Hopkins,  John  Robertson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Archibald  Stuart,  John  W.  Jones,  John  Taliaferro, 
Francis  Mallory. 

From  North  Carolina.  Edmund  Berberry, 
Charles  Shepard,  James  Graham,  Edward  Stanly, 
William  Montgomerys  Lewis  Williams,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd. 

From  South  Carolina.  John  Campbell,  John  K. 
Griffin. 

From  Georgia.  William  C.  Dawson,  Seaton 
Grantland,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Jabez  Jackson, 
George  W.  B.  Towns. 

From  Kentucky.  John  Calhoon,  John  Chambers, 
William  J.  Graves,  James  Harlan,  Richard  Hawes, 
Richard  H.  Menefee,  John  L.  Murray,  Edward 
Rumsey,  William  W.  Southgate,  Joseph  R.  Under- 
wood, John  White,  Sherrod  Williams. 

From  Tennessee.  John  Bell.  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Carter,  Richard  Cheatham.  John 
W.  Crockett,  Abraham  P.  Maury,  Abraham  Me 
Clellan,  James  K.  Polk,  Ebenezer  J.  Shields,  Wil- 
liam Stone,  Hopkins  L.  Turney,  Christopher  H. 
Williams. 

From,  Ohio.  James  Alexander,  jr.  Alexander 
Duncan,  Alexander  Harper,  Daniel  Kilgore,  Sam- 
son Mason,  William  Key  Bond,  Calvary  Morris, 
Joseph  Ridgway,  Mathias  Sheplor,  Elisha  AVhittle- 
sey. 

From.  Indiana.  Ratliff'  Boon,  George  IP.  Dunn, 
John  Ewing,  William  Graham,  William  Herod, 
James  Rariden,  Albert  S.  White. 

From  Mississippi.  Samuel  J.  Gholson,  J.  E. 
Claiborne. 

From  Illinois.  Zadok  Casey,  William  L.  May, 
Adam  Snyder. 

From  Alabama.  Reuben  Chapman,  Joab  Law- 
ler. 
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From  Missouri.  John  Miller. 

From  Arkansas.  Archibald  Yell. 

From  Michigan.  Isaac  E.  Crary. 

From  Wisconsin  territory.  George  W.  Jones. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  offered  a resolution  that  a com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  apprize  the  senate  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  house,  which  was  adopted. 

The  same  member  also  ottered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted,  nem.  con. 

Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  senate 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  quorums  of  the  two  houses  have 
assembled,  and  that  congress  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he,  may  be  pleased  to  make.” 

Mr  Muhlenbery.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Grantland,  were  appointed  a committee  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  moved  that  the  several  stand- 
ing committees  be  now  appointed  according  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  house;  which  mo- 
tion was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky,  the  usual 
order  was  made  for  supplying  the  members  with 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  ask  if  the 
rules  adopted  at  the  iirst  session  of  the  present  con- 
gress were  understood  to  be  adopted  for  the  whole 
congress  or  the  session  merely. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  they  were  adopted  l'or 
the  whole  congress,  or  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Underwood,  then  moved  to  amend  the  83d 
rule  of  proceeding,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 

“It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  compile 
separate  journals  of  the  yeas  and  nays  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  exhibit  the  question  decided,  and  the 
vote  of  each  member;  and  at  the  end  of  every  ses- 
sion he  shall  cause  to  be  printed  as  many  copies 
thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  to  furnish  one  copy  lor 
every  thousand  free  male  inhabitants  above  the  age 
of  21  years,  in  the  United  States,  the  number  of 
such  free  males  to  be  determined  by  the  clerk  from 
the  latest  statistical  information;  and  he  shall  distri- 
bute such  copies  among  the  exeutives  of  the  several 
states,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  states,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  relative  number  of  such  free  males  in 
each  state.” 

This  motion  lies  over,  under  the  rule,  for  one 
day;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  March,  180.9,  transmitting  a statement  of 
the  accounts  which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  on 
which  balances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1837,  on 
the  books  of  the  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan, 

Resolved,  That  the  hour  to  which  this  house  shall 
stand  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  be  12  o’clock  me- 
ridian, until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Underwood  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rules,  lies  one  day  upon  the  ta- 
ble: 


“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  congress  copies  of  all  orders  and  in- 
structions given  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
forces  in  Florida,  authorizing  him  to  raise  troops 
or  to  call  into  service  any  portion  of  the  militia,  or 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  Indian  hostilities;  and  that  said  sec- 
retary report  what  measures,  if  any,  have  been 
adopted  to  enlist  or  procure  the  services  of  other 
Indian  warriors  to  tight  against  the  Seininoles;  the 
number  of  Indians  so  enlisted  or  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  the  tribes  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  the  length  of  time  they 
have  been  engaged  to  serve,  and  the  amount  of  pay 
promised  them;  and  that  the  said  secretary  also  re- 
port the  number  of  troops,  of  all  classes,  engaged 
and  called  into  service  for  the  purpose  of  prosecut- 
ing the  war  in  Florida  at  the  present  time.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boon,  the  house  then  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  5.  The  following  members  at- 
tended to-day,  in  addition  to  those  who  appeared 
yesterday,  viz: 

From  Maine , Mr.  Noyes.  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Reed.  Connecticut , Mr.  Ingham:  New  York,  Mr. 

Clark.  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  arid  Mr.  Naylor.  Maryland,  Mr. 
Thomas.  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Hawkins.  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  Legare.  Ohio,  Mr.  Chaney  and 
Mr.  H.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  that  the  president  had  said,  in  reply,  that 
he  would  send  to  both  houses  of  congress  a com- 
munication in  writing,  at  12  o'clock  this  day. 


The  message  was  immediately  afterwards  brought  ’ 
in  by  major  Van  Buren,  the  president’s  private  se- 
cretary, and  forthwith  read  at  the  Clerk’s  table, 
[see  page  131.] 

After  the  reading  of  the  message 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  printing  of 
15,000  copies  of  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents,  and  5,000  of  the  message  alone,  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  house,  the  latter  to  be 
laid  on  the  tables  of  the  house  within  two  days. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
substituting  10,000  copiesof  the  message  and  docu- 
ments; but  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the 
original  resolution  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  6.  The  following  members 
attended  the  house  yesterday  in  addition  to  those 
hereafter  announced,  viz. 

From  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hastings.  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr.  Plumer.  Tennessee,  Mr.  Joseph  L. 
Williams.  Ohio,  Mr.  Goode. 

The  following  members,  in  addition,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  this  day,  viz. 

From  Virginia,  Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter.  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  McKay.  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Clowriey.  Ohio,  Mr.  Corwin,  Mr.  Hamer,  and 
Mr.  Leadbetter. 

Mr.  Morgan,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  two  chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  lor  the  present  session: 
the  one  by  the  senate,  and  the  other  by  this  house, 
to  interchange  weekly. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  re 
port  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  state  of 
the  finances,  and  a statement  showing  the  number 
and  names  of  the  banks  employed  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  as  also  their  condition,  and  the 
amount  deposited  in  each,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836;  also, 
a statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  for  1838,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  1791; 
and 

A communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  house, 
as  to  the  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund,  &c.; 
which  were  all  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Craig,  of  Virginia,  offered  a resolution  that 
the  house  proceed  to  the  election  of  a chaplain  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Grennell,  of  Massachusetts,  suggested  that 
it  would  be  more  regular  to  await  the  action  of  the 
seriate  upon  the  joint  resolution  which  had  just 
passed  this  house  in  relation  to  the  choice  of  chap- 
lains. 

And  the  resolution,  by  common  consent,  was 
suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Biddle,  it  was 

Resolved.  That  there  be  reprinted  for  the  use  of 
this  house  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  January  IS,  1S25,  on  the  subject  of  a 
national  armory  on  the  western  waters,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents. 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution, which  lies  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  providing  for  the 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with 
the  states,”  or  postponing  the  payment  of  the  same 
until  the  first  day  of  January,  1839,  and  that  they 
report  a bill  to  provide  for  the  immediate  payment 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  such  docu- 
ments on  file  in  his  office  as  may  have  relation  to 
the  claims  for  compensation  of  the  company  or 
companies  of  volunteer  mounted  men,  who,  in  con- 
formity with  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of 
Tennessee,  issued  under  the  authority  ol  a requisi- 
tion from  general  Gaines,  organized  and  equipped 
themselves  for  the  Florida  campaign,  but  who 
were  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  communicate  to  this  house  the  causes  which 
have  delayed  the  sailing  of  the  South  Sea  survey- 
ing and  exploring  expedition;  and  also  cause  to 
be  laid  before  congress  ail  the  documents  and  cor- 
respondence within  the  control  of  the  navy  de- 
partment, calculated  to  inform  this  house  of  the 
true  causes  of  that  delay. 

The  order  introduced  on  Monday,  by  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, of  Ohio,  that  the  speaker  do  now  proceed  to 
appoint  the  standing  committees  of  the  house,  ac- 


cording to  the  rules  relating  thereto,  came  up  in 
order  from  the  speaker’s- table. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  esteemed  other  than  a working  man  in  that  body. 
He  would  be  ever  ready  to  work,  when  practicable; 
yet  he  would  confess  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  further  postponed.  It  had  been 
stated,  when  this  order  was  introduced,  that  mem- 
bers who  have  not  taken  their  seats  at  the  time  off 
appointing  the  committees  were  ineligible  as  mem- 
bers of  those  committees.  This  he  viewed  as  an- 
error.  It  had,  however, -now  been  printed,  in  a no- 
tice of  the  proceedings,  as  true,  and  might  fail  under 
the  observation  of  members  already  on  their  way  to- 
the  capital,  and  cause  delay  of  their  an  ival,  in  some- 
instances.  Mr.  E.  would  guard  against  this.  Se- 
veral members  who  had  heretofore  been  very  valua- 
ble members  of  committees  had  not  yet  arrived. — 
He  presumed  that  on  to-morrow  the  house  would, 
adjourn  over,  until  Monday.  He  hoped  that,  at  all- 
events,  the  further  consideration  of  this  order  might 
be  postponed  another  day. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  said  that  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
house  to  postpone  a decision  on  his  motion,  he 
should  bow  to  it  cheerfully.  But  he  would  ask  the 
speaker,  if,  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
manual  of  the  rules  of  the  house,  as  usually  inter- 
preted, it  were  true  that  members  must  have  taken 
their  seats  at  the  time  of  appointing  the  standing, 
committees  in  order  to  be  eligible  to  those  commit- 
tees? 

The  speaker  responded  in  the  affirmative^  and  that 
he  should- not  feel  justified,  without  the  special  or- 
der of  the  house,  in  placing  any  member  on  a com- 
mittee who  was  not  present.. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  remarked  that  he  would  not  farther 
occupy  the  time  of  the  house  than  to  suggest  that, 
when  the  order  is  again  taken  up  for  consideration, 
the  rules  of  the  house  might  be  so  construed,  or  so- 
altered,  as  to  admit  of  absent  members  being  ap- 
pointed upon  the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  Everett,  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further- 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  to-morrow7. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood on  Monday  last,  came  up  in  order,  viz.  to. 
amend  the  83d  rule  of  proceeding,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following: 

“It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  compile- 
separate  journals  of  the  yeas  and  nays  in  such  as. 
manner  as  to  exhibit  the  questions  decided,  and  the 
vote  of  each  member;  and  at  the  end  of  every  ses- 
sion he  shall  cause  to  be  printed  as  many  copies 
thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  to  furnish  one  copy  for 
every  thousand  free  male  inhabilants  above  (he  age 
of  21  years,  in  the  United.  States,  the  nuinb-r  of 
such  free  males  to  be  determined  by  the  clerk  from 
the  latest  statistical  information-;  and  he  shall  dis- 
tribute such  copies  among  the  executives  of  the 
several  states  for  the  use  of  their  respective  states, 
in  proportion  to  the  relative  number  of  such  free 
males  in  each  state.” 

Mr.  Unierwood  rose  merely  to-  state  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  present  reading  of  the  83d  rule  of  the 
house,  it.  Was  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  transmit  a> 
printed  copy  of  the  entire  journal  of  each  session  to* 
the  executive  of  each  state  in  the  union,  for  gene- 
ral information.  The  resolution  now  offered  pro- 
poses to  amend  that  rule,  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  same  officer  to  transmit  to  the  executives  of 
the  several  states  separate  copies  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  every  question  upon  which  they  were- 
ordered,  for  distribution  among  the  people  of  those- 
states.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  on 
every  question  upon  which  they  are  requested  by 
one-fifth  of  the  members  present:  the  object  of 
which  provision  was  that  the  votes  should  lie  pub- 
lished for  the  information  of  the  people.  Mr.  UK 
was  desirous  of  having  this  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution carried  properly  aid  perfectly  into  operation. 
Mr.  U.  then  went  into  i brief  estimate  of  the  pro- 
bable expense  of  carrying  out  such  a plan  as  he  had 
proposed,  and  showed  fiat,  taking  the  number  of 
voters  in  the  country  asbeing  about  2,000,01)0,  the 
expense  of  such  distribution,  at  50  cents  per  copy, 
would  be  small.  He  loped  there  would  arise  no- 
objection  to  a plan  so  feasible,  and  which  w7a-s 
merely  carrying  out  a ptovision  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georga,  admitted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  had  rightly  estimated  the 
expense  of  the  proposec  compilation  and  distribu- 
tion as  trifling;  and  be  yas  of  opinion  that  the  ad- 
vantages arising  from  tlje  scheme  would  be  no  less 
trifling.  He  suggested  that  many  cases  would  oc- 
cur, where  a district  would  contain  less  than  one 
thousand  voters,  in  whim  case  he  would  ask,  if  it 
were  designed  llrat  such  a district  should  be  fur- 
nished with  only  a fractional  part  of  a copy?  He 
could  see  no  practical  use  in  adopting  the  proposed 
amendment.  When  interested  to  know  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  their  representatives  voted  on  any 
given  question,  the  people  could  always  easily  as- 
certain the  votes  oi' their  representatives, 

Mr.  Underwood  remarked  that  it  was  contemplat- 
ed by  his  resolution  to  give  such  a direction  to  the 
proposed  compilation  as  would  place  it  in  the  libra- 
ries and  other  local  public  institutions,  to  which 
there  w'as  common  and  tree  access. 

Mr.  Boon  opposed  the  amendment.  He  thought 
the  plan  it  suggested  an  inoperative  one;  and  he 
reiterated  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  as  to  the  impracticability  of  carrying  it 
into  successful  operation.  He  argued,  that  the 
states  now,  by  a law  of  congress,  were  regularly 
put  in  possession  of  the  whole  journal  of  every  ses- 
sion oi  congress,  and  contended  that  it  was  for  the 
people  themselves,  in  their  several  states,  to  pro- 
cure the  diffusion  among  them  of  such  information, 
if  they  wished  it.  It  was  an  expense  to  be  paid  by 
the  people,  at  any  rate,  and  had  better  be  incurred 
by  them  .voluntarily,  not  forced  upon  them  by  this 
house. 

Mr.  Craig,  of  Virginia,  concurred  generally  in 
these  arguments,  and  suggested  that  such  publica- 
tion, if  necessary,  might  better  be  made  (through 
the  medium  of  the  paper  printing  the  law's  by  au- 
thority, in  the  different  states,  "than  in  the  mode 
proposed.  He  thought  that  the  proposition,  as  now 
urged,  savored  somewhat  of  arrogance,  on  the  part 
of  the  house,  as  dictating  to  the  executives  of  the 
several  states  the  distribution  of  such  portions  of 
the  journals  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  was 
proper  to  distribute.  If  at  all,  this  distribution 
should  be  made  by  people  themselves.  He  thought 
the  whole  subject  had  better  be  left  to  them. 

Mr.  Underwood  explained  that  by  an  existing  law 
the  statutes,  the  acts  of  congress,  were  published 
annually,  and  sent  to  the  executives  of  the  several 
states.  In  his  state  (Kentucky)  they  were  distri- 
buted by  the  legislature,  and  found  their  way  to 
the  different  counties;  and  the  amendment  under 
consideration  proposed  to  give  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  each  session  the  same  direction,  though  to  a more 
diffusive  extent.  He  argued  that  newspapers  were 
evanescent  and  ephemeral  in  their  form,  and  rarely 
kept,  except  by  a few  politicians  for  future  refer- 
ences, and  therefore  not  the  proper  medium  for  the 
publication  of  the  proposed  information.  He  fur- 
ther explained  that  the  idea  of  the  proposed  publi- 
cation was  not  original  with  him,  but  came  recom- 
mended to  him  by  a portion  of  his  constituents.  It 
W'as  not  to  show  the  constituency  ol  the  county 
merely  how  their  own  representatives  severally 
voted  on  any  given  question,  but  how  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body  voted;  they  of  Virginia  and  Geor- 
gia, and  all  the  rest,  as  well  as  of  Kentucky,  and 
especially  such  of  them  as  were  aspiring  to  high 
offices.  He  believed  the  question  had  intrinsic 
merits,  which  deepened  the  impressions  of  their 
importance,  in  his  mind,  the  more  he  thought  of  it. 

Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio,  objected  that  the  resolution 
proposed  to  give  the  clerk  a difficult,  if  not  an  im- 
possible task.  To  be  so  compiled  as  to  present  the 
true  state  of  every  question  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  taken,  the  original  proposition,  with 
dll  the  amendments,  must  be  printed,  as  they  might 
be  stated,  at  the  discretion  of  the  clerk.  No  one 
could  see  what  the  true  character  of  the  vote  of  his 
representative  vote  was,  on  any  given  question,  by 
merely  reading  the  yeas  and  nays,  unless  the  whole 
subject  were  laid  before  them. 

Mr.  Underwood  apologized  lor  troubling  the  house 
a fourth  time.  He  defended  his  amendment,  and 
answered  the  objection  of  the  last  gentleman  up, 
by  stating  that  the  journal  was  always  kept  with 
sufficient  perspicuity  to  make  such  a selection 
from  it  as  he  had  proposed  quite  easy  and  practica- 
ble. 

Mr.  Hamer  insisted  on  his  objections,  and  urged 
others,  based  on  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  cor- 
rect statistical  information,  in  order  to  make  the 
distribution  on  the  proposed  ratio.  He  closed  by 
moving  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the  table,  to  give 
time  lor  further  consideration  of  it. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Underwood’s  resolution,  offered  on  Monday, 
caine  up  for  consideration. 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  fcongress  copies  of  all  orders  and  in- 
structions given  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
forces  in  Florida,  authorizing  him  to  raise  troops  or 
to  call  into  service  any  portion  of  the  militia,  or  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities;  and  that  said  secre- 
tary report  what  measures,  if  any,  have  been  adapt- 
ed to  enlist  or  procure  Ihe  services  of  other  Indian 
warriors  to  fight  against  the  Serninolcs;  the  number 
of  Indians  so  enlisted  or  taken  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  the  tribes  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belong,  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  en- 


gaged to  serve,  and  the  amount  of  pay  promised 
them,  and  that  the  said  secretary  also  report  the 
number  of  troops,  ol  all  classes,  engaged  and  called 
into  service  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war 
in  Florida  at  the  present  lime.” 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  add  to  it  the  following: 

“The  amount  of  the  money  expended,  and  the 
whole  number  of  troops  that  have  been  employed 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.” 

Mr.  Underwood  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  molion;  and,  as  thus  modified, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  a resolution 
that  the  portion  of  the  president’s  message  which 
relates  to  the  establishment  of  an  armory  on  the 
western  waters  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  the  message  of  the- 
president  having  been  referred  to  a committee  of 
the  whole,  the  motion  was  not  now  in  order,  but 
would  be  in  order  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  one  or 
two  other  communications  irom  the  departments, 
and  then 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday.,  Dec.  7.  The  following  members  at- 
tended yesterday,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  an- 
nounced, viz. 

From  New  York,  Mr.  Bruyn. 

Mr.  Leadbetter  attended  on  Monday,  and  not  on 
Wednesday,  as  heretofore  stated. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  to-day,  viz. 

From  Maine,  Mr.  Evans. 

From  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Weeks. 

From  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Borden  and  Mr.  Phillips. 

From  New  York,  Mr.  De  Graff  and  Mr.  Hoffman. 

From  Virginia,  Mr.  Wise. 

From  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Rencher, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  estimates  ac- 
companying the  report  submitted  on  Tuesday  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McKenndn  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  a plan  for  the  erection  ol 
fences  or  guard  posts,  where  they  may  be  necessa- 
ry, for  the  safety  of  the  travel  on  the  national  road 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  accompanied  with 
an  estimate  of  the  expense  in  making  the  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Briggs  submitted  a resolution  ordering  the 
printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  late  de- 
posite  banks,  showing  their  names,  condition,  and 
the  amount  of  public  moneys  deposited  in  each. — 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKirn  offered  a resolution  that  when  the 
house  adjourn  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howard  offered  a resolution  that  the  cleric  of 
the  house  he  directed  to  procure  a new  clock  for 
this  hall. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  inquired  what  would  be  the  ex- 
pense? He  thought  the  resolution  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  expenditures,  and  let 
them  report  upon  it#  He  was  in  favor  of  obtaining 
a better  time-piece,  but  thought  the  price  should 
be  limited. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  (o. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report 
of  a committee  of  the  Franklin  institute,  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  strength  of  the  ma- 
terials employed  in  the  construction  of  steam- 
boilers. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A similar  order  was  passed  in  relation  to  a com- 
munication received  from  the  secretary  of  war. 
containing  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  fund  in  that  department;  and  a similar 
report  from  the  department  of  state. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  pro- 
posing the  appointment,  at  this  time,  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  (he  house,  was  agreed  to.  [They 
will  be  announced  to  the  house  on  Monday.] 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  moved  (hat  the  house- 
resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
president’s  message. 

Mr.  Bell  objected  to  this  course  as  being  unusual. 
He  recollected  of  no  case  in  which  this  measure 
had  preceded  the  announcement  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  that  the  reference  of  the  seve- 
ral parts  ol  the  message  would,  if  now  ordered,  take 
place  immediately  after  the  announcement  of  the 
committees,  and  all  the  effect  of  acting  upon  the 
subject  now  would  be  to  expedite  business. 


Mr.  Bell  said  he  would  not  be  strenuous  on  the 
subject,  but  still  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia would  not  press  his  motion  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  inquired  ol'  the  chair  whether  the 
instance  had  ever  occurred  in  which  the  distribution 
of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  president’s  mes- 
sage to  committees  had  taken  place  before  the 
standing  committees  of  the  house  had  been  appoint- 
ed? He  recollected. none. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  suggested  to  Mr.  Haynes  that 
he  had  better  change  his  motion  into  a request  that 
the  resolutions  he  meant  to  offer  for  the  distribution 
of  the  subjects  of  the  message  be  now  printed,  and 
postpone  the  offering  of  them  till  after  the  commit- 
tees should  have  been  announced. 

Mr.  Haynes  assented  to  this  suggestion,  and  the 
printing  was  ordered  accordingly.  The  resolutions 
which  he  proposes  to  offer  are  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  refers  to  the  political  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations  be  committed  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  commerce  ol  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances,  and  every  tiling  connected 
therewith;  to  Ihe  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  every  thing  connected  therewith;  and  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands,  and  every  thing  connected 
therewith,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  except  what  relates  to  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities 
and  the  protection  of  the  Indians  against  the  intru- 
sions of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  (o 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian 
hostilities,  and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes 
against  Ihe  intrusions  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  that  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a “national  foundry  for  cannon,  to  be 
common  to  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States;”  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  “a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,” 
and  a “manufactory  of  small -arms,  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains;”  (ogetherwith  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  public 
interests  entrusted  to  the  war  department,  except 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  immediately  preceding 
resolution,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  militia. 

S.  Resolved.,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
the  interests  entrusted  to  the  navy  department,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

9.  Resolved.,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  and 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment, and  every  tiling  connected  therewith,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  os 
relates  to  a “uniform  system  of  local  government,” 
and  to  “special  and  comprehensive  legislation.,”  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Maury, 
in  reference  to  the  claims  of  Tennessee  volunteers 
who  organized  and  equipped  themselves  for  the 
Florida  war,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  modified  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him,  on  the  delay  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
communicate  to  this  house  the  causes  which  have 
delayed  the  outfit  and  preparation  of  (he  South  Sea 
surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  required  by 
the  act  of  congress  of  May,  1S3C,  making  appropri- 
ation for  the  naval  service;  and  also  that  the  presi- 
dent cause  to  be  furnished  copies  of  all  letters, 
documents  and  communications  which  have  passed 
between  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  the  commission- 
ers of  the  navy  board,  the  officers  appointed  to  the 
chief  command,  and  of  all  other  officers  or  persons 
relative  to  all  matters  connected  with  the  prepara- 
tion, outfit,  and  sailing  of  the  said  expedition.  And 
that  the  president  also  communicate  to  this  house 
the  causes  which  now  delay  the  sailing  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

A long  march.  The  Jacksonville  Courier  gives 
the  following  notice  of  the  arrival  of  a detachment 
of  United  States  dragoons,  on  the  31st  of  October, 
at  the  camp  near  Jacksonville,  in  Florida: 

Names  of  officers.  Colonel  D.  E.  Twiggs,  com- 
manding. Captains  W.  W.  Tompkins, E.  S.  Win- 
der, W.  M.  Hulton,  L.  J.  Beal;  lieutenants,  E.  D. 
Bullock,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  R.  B.  Lawton;  N.  Darling, 
acting  adjutant. 

We  were  surprised  to  witness  the  fresh  and  heal- 
thy appearance  of  this  body  of  officers  and  men, 
after  so  long,  and  at  times  difficult,  a march.  The 
condition  of  the  horses,  at  the  same  time,  struck  us 
forcibly  as  evidencing  a high  state  of  order  and  at- 
tention in  lieut.  E.  D.  Bullock,  who  acted  as  quar- 
termaster. 

The  detachment  left  Jefferson  barracks,  Missouri, 
Sept.  5,  and  marched  through  Illinois  to  Shawnee- 
town,  crossing  the  Ohio;  thence,  through  a portion 
of  Kentucky,  to  Nashville,  Tenn.;  thence  over  the 
Cumberland  mountains,  crossing  the  Tennessee  river 
to  the  Lookout  mountain,  to  Ross’s  landing;  thence, 
through  the  Cherokee  country,  to  Milledgeville, 
Georgia;  thence  to  this  place;  marching,  from  an 
accurate  account,  1,200  miles  in  1 month  and  25 
days. 

Our  staple.  The  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  ar- 
rived at  the  Hudson  river,  via.  the  Erie  canal, 
during  the  fourth  week  in  November,  was  as  fol- 
lows: Brls.  flour.  Bush,  wheat. 

76,694  3S,706 

For  corresp’g  period  in  1336  43,951  26,881 


Increase  32,743  11,825 

Or  equal  to  35,103  barrels  of  flour. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  9,072  barrels  of  flour, 
and  2,964  bushels  of  wheat  arrived  at  Schenectady, 
most  of  which  came  over  the  rail  road  to  the  Hud- 
son, making  the  total  quantity  which  arrived  at  tide 
water  in  8 days,  equal  to  94,100  barrels  of  flour. 
The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  which  has  arrived 
at  tide  water,  via.  the  canal  and  rail  road,  within 
the  fifteen  days  ending  1st.  inst.,  has  been  nearly 
equal  to  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  barrels! 

[ Albany  Argus. 

Flour.  According  to  a table  published  in  the  N. 
York  Express,  there  were  received  in  that  city  via 
the  canal  and  the  North  river,  during  the  month  of 
November,  244,064  bbls.,  and  4,255  half  bbls.  of 
flour.  The  open  weather  of  this  first  week  of  De- 
cember enabled  several  thousand  barrels  more  to 
reach  the  city. 

The  importation  of  wheat  from  Europe  has  com- 
menced again.  One  or  two  packets  last  week 
brought  grain,  and  it  is  said  that  large  orders  have 
recently  gone  out,  founded  on  a scarcity  in  the 
United  States,  or  at  least  high  prices  for  a long  pe- 
riod. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  flour  should  main- 
tain its  present  high  price,  when  it  is  understood 
that  most  of  it  from  the  interior  has  to  be  paid  for 
by  the  dealers  here  with  cash,  or  what  is  nearly 
equivalent,  at  30  days  sight.  The  country  banks 
will  not  advance  funds  to  the  speculators  with  the 
same  freedom  as  formerly,  and  consequently  the 
holders  forward  it  to  New  York,  and  draw  for  the 
proceeds  at  30  days  sight.  Much  of  it  must  be 
thrown  into  the  market  !'or  sale,  and  we  would  sup- 
pose that  such  a course  would  bring  down  the 
price.  But  that  i3  not  the  case.  It  still  remains 
firm,  and  foreign  wheat  may  now  be  imported  at  a 
profit.  [iY  Y.  Eve.  Post. 

America  furnishing  Austria  with  locomotives.  The 
new  locomotive  built  by  Mr.  Wm.  Norris,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  Austrain  government,  has 
been  found  to  answer  admirably,  and  has  performed 
wonders.  The  engine  came  into  town  with  41 
loaded  burthen  cars  attached.  The  party  then 
proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane,  when  the 
engine  with  two  of  the  cars  and  63  passengers  as- 
cended to  the  top  in  3 minutes  15  seconds,  amid 
long  continued  shouts  of  triumph.  The  gross 
weight  in  motion  (including  engine  and  tender) 
was  48,500  lbs.  The  plane  is  2,S00  feet  long,  and 
the  grade  369  feet  to  tiie  mile.  On  descending  the 
load  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  more  than  80 
persons,  and  this  remarkable  performance  faithfully 
proved  the  immense  power  of  the  engine,  for  at 
three  different  times  this  great  weight  was  brought 
to  a dead  stand,  by  the  action  of  the  steam  alone. 

Commerce  with  China.  The  extent  and  activity 
of  our  commerce  with  the  east,  are  strikingly  illus- 
trated by  the  Canton  shipping  list  of  April  25th. 
Under  the  three  heads  of  “arrived,”  “sailed,”  and 
“under  despatch,”  the  names  of  20  ships  are  given, 
of  which  9 are  Britisn,  1 Native,  1 Spanish,  1 
Dutch,  and  8 American. 


An  interesting  case  has  recently  been  decided  in 
Kentucky.  It  was  the  petition  for  freedom  on  the 
part  of  a woman  who  alleged  that  she  was  “white.” 
It  was  established  that  she  had  been  held  in  bon- 
dage from  infancy  until  about  two  years  ago,  and 
had  then  been  liberated  on  a writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
The  report  of  the  trial,  does  not  state  what  was  the 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  color  of  the  mother  of  the 
woman;  and  it  seems  that  such  evidence  was  decid- 
ed by  the  judge  who  presided  as  inadmissible — lor 
it  is  said  that  the  court  excluded  all  evidence  found- 
ed on  veputaliou,  and  placed  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
on  the  presence  or  absence  of  any  of  the  character- 
istics of  the  African.  None  of  these  appearing  to 
the  jury,  their  verdict  was  in  favor  of  the  woman, 
and  she  was  set  free. 

Dr.  Mayo's  pamphlet.  We  have  received  a copy 
of  a second  edition  of  Dr.  Mayo’s  pamphlet,  so  much 
spoken  of  in  the  newspapers  of  late.  It  is  accom- 
panied with  a prospectus  of  his  “Sketches  of  eight 
years  in  Washington,”  to  be.  published  by  Messrs. 
Fielding  Lucas,  of  Baltimore,  and  Garret  Anderson, 
ofthis  city.  We  perceive  in  the  prospectus  a request 
that  editors  of  papers  and  periodicals  will  place  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  their  agents  to  procure  sub- 
scribers, which  we  presume  to  be  hardly  necessary, 
in  this  city,  at  least,  as  we  see  by  the  subscription 
book,  which  has  been  shown  to  us,  that  a great 
many  citizens  of  Washington,  including  many  dis- 
tinguished officers  of  government,  have  already  en- 
tered their  names  as  subscribers  to  it.  [Nat.  Ini. 

Interesting  incident.  The  following  anecdote  js 
repeated  by  the  Boston  Transcript: 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Peirce,  in  his  thanksgiving  sermon 
before  his  people  at  Brookline,  mentioned  an  inter- 
esting incident  in  the  fact  that,  in  the  winter  of 
1631,  the  year  subsequent  to  the  settlement  of  Bos- 
ton, much  distress  existed  for  the  want  of  provisions, 
andcapt.  William  Pearce  was  sent  abroad  for  a car- 
go of  supplies.  His  long  absence  led  the  colonists 
almost  to  dispair,  and  gov.  Winthrop  appointed  the 
5th  of  February  to  be  observed  as  a day  of  fasting 
and  prayer;  but  a few  days  previous  to  that  day,  the 
long  looked  for  vessel  arrived  at  Nanlasket,  when 
the  fast  day  was  changed  to  a thanksgiving  day  to 
be  observed  on  the  twenty-second  of  the  same  month, 
the  very  day  which  one  hu ndred  years  afterwards, 
gave  birth  to  him  who  has  been  so  truly  pronounc- 
ed the  father  of  his  country. 

The  Delaware  State  Journal  pays  the  following 
tribute  to  departed  worth: 

“We  have  mingled  enough  with  our  naturalized 
fellow  citizens,  to  know  that  they  count  among 
their  number  some  of  the  best  and  most  useful  men 
in  our  country.  We  knew  one,  a native  of  France, 
the  most  useful  and  valuable  citizen  our  state  ever 
had — the  late  venerable  E.  I.  Dupont,  and  if  even 
we  would  obliterate  the  revolutionary  services  of 
Layfayette  and  Montgomery;  if  we  could  forget 
how  much  our  country  has  been  indebted  to  for- 
eigners, in  every  stage  of  its  history,  the  memory 
of  Irene  Dupont,  his  bright  example,  his  ardent 
benevolence,  his  noble  integrity,  his  wide  spread 
usefulness,  would  redeem,  with  us,  the  policy 
which  had  given  to  our  country  such  a citizen.” 

The  New  York  American , sneaking  of  t he  blood- 
shed and  cruel  war  ii^  Canada  says;  “The  theatre 
of  these  hostilities  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  embraces  the  territory  between 
that  river  and  the  river  Sore],  or  Richelieu,  or 
Chambly — for  by  all  these  names  it  is  known — 
which  forms  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
after  running  nearly  parraliel  with  the  St.  Law- 
rence at  a distance  of  some  thirty-six  miles,  and 
gradually  converging  towards  it,  finally  discharges 
itself  into  that  river. 

“We  cannot  think  there  is  any  deep  root  to  this 
revolt,  for  there  has  been  no  such  intolerable  op- 
pressions of  the  Canadians  as  either  to  justify  civil 
war,  or  render  it  enduring  under  disaster.” 

The  army.  The  last  number  of  the  Army  Chro- 
nicle contains  the  following  notices: 

Promotion.  V/illiara  Turnbull,  captain  topogra- 
phical engineers,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  November 
23,  1837,  vice  McNeill,  resigned. 

Appointment.  Campbell  Graham,  first  lieutenant 
and  brevet  captain  3d  artillery,  to  be  captain  by 
brevet  in  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  No- 
vember 23,  1837,  vice  Turnbull,  promoted. 

Resignations.  Wm.  Gibbs  McNeill,  major  topo- 
graphical engineers,  November  23. 

Jacob  Arnmen,  first  lieutenant,  first  artillery,  No- 
vember 30. 

A company  has  been  incorporated  in  Illinois,  for 
the  purpose  of  manufactoring  beet  sugar,  oil  from 
the  poppy,  and  the  culture  of  silk.  The  capital  of 
the  company  is  $200,000,  with  the  privilege  of 
holding  real  estate  to  a certain  extent. 


A beaver  trapped.  It  has  been  asserted  by  old 
hunters  that  the  beaver  was  extinct  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. A gentleman,  in  a hunting  excursion  to  the 
Alleghany  mountain  the  past  month,  with  the  assis- 
tance of  an  old  trapper,  succeeded  in  capturing  one 
on  the  Mushanon  creek,  Centre  county.  A num- 
ber of  recent  cuttings  and  chips,  found  in  the  vi- 
cinity where  the  beaver  was  taken,  made  by  the 
animal  in  felling  trees,  are  in  the  possession  of  a 
gpntleman  ofthis  borough,  and  show  its  sagacity  in 
a very  satisfactory  manner.  [Lewistown  Journal. 

Travel  on  the  Rhine.  The  cholera  in  Italy  has  this 
season  caused  the  travelling  English  to  accumulate 
north  of  the  Alps.  The  Rhine  has  swarmed  with 
the  concouise.  Steamboats  have  been  greatly  mul- 
tiplied in  number,  yet  they  are  now  scarcely  spa- 
cious and  numerous  enough  to  convey  the  tourists 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  who  after  having  visited 
Belgium,  go  upthe  Rhineand back  again.  The  year 
1S31  has  hitherto  been  considered  as  remarkable  be- 
cause 30,000  travellers  were  conveyed  by  the  steam- 
boats in  that  yeai,  but  those  who  have  travelled 
upon  the  same|route  this  year  have  been  estimated 
at  150,000. 

The  case  of  Hart  vs.  Wood,  (he  vocalist,  for  a 
brutal  assault,  has  just  been  decided  in  New  York, 
by  a verdict  of  three  thousand  dollars  damages  for 
the  plaintiff.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Hart 
was  the  theatrical  reporter  for  the  New  York  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer,  at  the  time  of  the  great  Wood 
rumpus,  and  that  Wood  spat  in  his  face  in  the  lob- 
by of  the  Park  theatre.  It  was  stated  on  the  trial 
that  the  loss  to  the  Woods  arising  out  of  that  affair 
could  not  be  less  than  $50,000. 

B , W.  Leigh.  It  affords  us  heartfelt  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  state  that  this  great  and  good  man,  who 
has  suffered  under  extreme  illness  for  several 
months,  and  whose  death  has  been  more  than  once 
reported,  is  now  convalescent,  and  likely  to  be  re- 
stored to  health,  and  usefulness.  We  are  sure  this 
information  will  be  gratifying  not  only  to  Virginians, 
but  to  the  whole  community. 

[Richmond  Whig,  Dec.  5. 

Naval..  The  new  and  beautiful  sloop  of  war 
Cyane  was  launched  at.  Charleston,  Mass,  on  Satur- 
day. She  is  700  tons  burthen.  The  Bunker  Hill 
Aurora  speaks  of  her  as  a model  of  perfect  grace 
and  symmetry.  She  is  to  be  taken  into  the  dry  dock 
to  be  coppered. 

The  repairs  and  coppering  of  the  Ohio  are  com- 
pleted, and  she  has  been  taken  out  of  the  dock  to 
return  to  New  York. 

Wisconsin  eapilol.  The  peopleof  Wisconsinpro- 
pose  erecting  a very  large  and  spacious  capitol  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  legislature  and  officers. 
The  edifice  is  to  be  built  of  stone  of  the  following- 
dimensions:  one  hundred  and  lour  feet  long,  and 
fifty  four  leet  wide;  the  walls  to  be  30  feet  high, 
above  water  table;  first  story  13  feet  between  joints; 
second  story  16  feet  between  joints. 

Colton  monopoly.  The  Mississippians  are  making 
great  efforts  to  command  the  cotton  market.  The 
Brandon  banks  of  that  state  are  making  large  ad- 
vances, some  of  their  purchases  being  as  high  as 
cts.  The  ultimate  object  is  to  give  the  state 
a commercial  position,  less  subordinate  than  that 
which  she  at  present  occupies  in  relation  to  New 
Orleans. 

Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Emory,  two  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  state  of  Maryland  to 
proceed  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  a 
loan  for  the  aid  of  internal  improvements  in  that 
state,  have  returned  without  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject of  their  mission. 

The  Cleaveland  and  Pittsbugh  rail  road  is  now 
nearly  located  to  Warren,  and  ready  to  put  under 
contract.  From  Warren  to  Pittsburgh,  the  line,  it 
is  thought,  will  be  surveyed  early  in  the  spring,  and 
also  be  ready  to  put  under  contract. 

The  Charleston  Courier  of  the  27th  ult.  says  that 
gen.  Jesup  was  at  Volusia;  that  the  main  body  of 
the  army  was  concentrated  at  fort  Melon;  and  that 
the  captive  chief  Coahajo  was  to  act  as  guide  to  the 
army  during  the  campaign. 

The  affairs  of  the  old  state  bank  of  Carolina,  were 
closed  at  Raleigh  the  27th  ult.  A division  of  6 per 
cent,  was  awarded,  and  a fractional  amount  reserved 
to  meet  such  notes  as  might  be  presented. 

A compliment.  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell,  professor 
in  the  Transylvanian  University,  has  had  sent  to 
him  the  diplomaof  membership  of  the  phrenological 
society  of  Paris. 

The  Columbus,  (Mississippi),  mail,  lately  rob- 
bed, has  been  found.  The  packages  were  broken 
open  and  rifled.  The  robber  has  as  yet  escaped. 
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Washington  city,  Dec.  16,  1837. 

OcrTlie  present  sheet  contains  the  annual  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  finances,  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  state  on  our  relations 
with  Mexico,  the  speech  of  the  lion.  Win.  Cost 
Johnson,  of  Md.  on  the  amendment  to  limit  the 
time  for  issuing  treasury  notes — in  addition  to  the 
abstracts  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  to  the  15th 
inst.  To  find  room  for  the  above  mentioned  articles, 
we  have  been  compelled  to  omit  our  usual  quantity 
of  miscellaneous  matter,  but  will  try  and  find  room 
for  a large  portion  in  our  next. 

0CJ-We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  omit,  until 
our  next,  the  remainder  of  the  letter  of  the  hon.  H. 
S.  Legare,  to  a constituent. 

{tCr*The  hon.  Mr.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
made  a narrow  escape  from  death,  by  the  accident 
which  occurred  on  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  rail 
road,  noticed  in  the  last  page,  appeared  in  his  seat 
on  Thursday  last,  and  was  warmly  greeted  by  his 
friends. 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  has  resumed  his  seat  in 
the  senate,  and  thus  contradicted  the  rumor  of  his 
resignation.  The  “Globe”  says  he  was  prevented 
from  attending  during  the  extra  session  by  protract- 
ed indisposition;  and  that  the  rumor  of  his  resigna- 
tion grew  out  of  the  apprehension  that  his  health 
would  not  be  firm  enough  to  enter  on  the  duties  of 
his  station. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Bouldin,  of  Virginia,  has  announc- 
ed his  intention  not  to  be  a candidate  for  congress 
at  the  next  election. 

It  has  been  stated  that  gen.  Ripley,  of  Louisiana, 
intended  to  resign  his  seat  in  congress  on  account 
ot  his  health.  The  Madisonian  states  that  he  has 
not  resigned,  afid  although  in  feeble  health  on  his 
plantation  in  the  middle  of  November,  he  still  in- 
tends to  occupy  his  seat  during  the  present  session. 

$3~The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Coloni- 
zation society  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  highly  interesting,  anil  will  be  noticed 
at  iength  hereafter. 

j)Cf=We  have  on  file,  and  will  endeavor  to  make 
room  for,  messages  from  the  executives  of  the  states 
now’  in  session. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  Benjamin 
E.  Vi  all  to  be  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Cape  Hay  tien  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Appointment  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Jonathan  P.  Gilliam  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  the  port  of  Monterey,  in  Mexico. 

Distressed  mariners.  Both  houses  of  con- 
gress have  promptly  passed  a bill,  which  has  been 
signed  by  the  president,  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  the  naval  force  to  cruise  otf  the  coast  for 
the  relief  of  vessels  in  distress.  The  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  as  we  learn  from  the  “Globe,”  with 
commendable  promptitude,  has  also  given  the  usual 
instructions  to  the  collectors  having  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  revenue  cutters  between  Norfolk 
and  Eastport,  to  fit  and  spnd  out  those  vessels  for 
the  same  purpose.  In  addition  to  those,  says  the 
“Globe,”  we  understand  that  the  large  revenue 
cutter  Washington,  lately  built  at  Baltimore,  H.  D. 
Hunter,  commander,  has,  in  addition  to  her  other  ap- 
propriate duties,  been  ordered  to  cruise  on  the  coast 
between  Long  Island  and  the  capes  of  Virginia, 
during  the  entire  winter,  to  render  assistance  to 
vessels  in  distress.  She  will  carry  a large  supply 
of  provisions,  and  a number  of  extra  hands,  to  be 
put  on  board  of  vessels  requiring  aid. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  to  the 
collectors  of  customs: 

Treasury  department , December  14,  1837.  Sir:  I 
have  to  request  that  the  revenue  cutter  under  your 
superintendence  may  be  provided  with  such  sup- 
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plies  and  such  additional  force,  as,  in  youropirion, 
may  be  necessary  for  the  relief  of  vessels  in  distress 
on  the  coast  in  the  approaching  inclement  season, 
and  that  she  be  kept  cruising  outside  the  harbor  un- 
til the  middle  of  Februrary  next,  when  the  Weather 
will  permit. 

All  supplies  furnished  will  be  charged  at  cost 
price,  and  bills  for  the  amount  taken  on  the  owners 
or  consignees,  and  placed  in  your  hands  for  col- 
lection. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  collector  of  the  customs  at . 

Treasury  notes  and  specie.  By  the  last 
Charleston  (S.  C.)  Patriot,  United  States  treasury 
notes  are  quoted  at  3 per  cent,  premium,  and  by  the 
last  Nashville  (Tenn.)  Union  at  12^  per  cent. pre- 
mium. In  New  York  on  Thursday  last  treasury 
drafts  and  notes  are  quoted  at  ^ discount  a par.  On 
the  same  day  in  that  city,  American  gold  was  quot- 
ed at  4j  a 5 premium;  half  dollars  and  Mexican  at 
4}  a 4|.  For  Patriot  doubloons,  $16  62  asked. 

The  last  sales  of  U.  States’  bank  stock,  which 
we  see  quoted,  were  150  shares  at  1 1 9 jr  a 119^. 

Exchange  papers — express  mail.  Messrs. 
Editors:  As  many  of  the  publishers  and  editors  of 
newspapers  seem  not  to  be  aware  that  they  cannot 
receive,  free  of  postage,  newspapers  by  the  ordinary 
mail,  and  slips  from  the  same  papers,  by  the  express 
mail,  I beg  leave  to  refer  them  to  the  39th  section 
of  the  act  of  congress,  approved  on  the  2d  July, 
1836,  by  which  they  will  perceive  that  “slips  from 
newspapers”  may  be  received  by  the  express  mail, 
“in  lieu  of  exchange  papers.”  In  accordance  with 
this  act,  newspapers  from  which  slips  are  received, 
will  be  charged  with  postage,  when  taken  out  of 
the  post  office.  I am  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
“G.  Plitt,  Ag’t  P.  O.  dep’t. 

“Cincinnati,  Dec.  1,  1837.” 

Canada.  We  have  accounts  from  Canada,  stat- 
ing that  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  upper  province, 
had  been  captured  by  a body  of  patriot  troops  under 
Win.  L.  McKenzie,  the  well  known  patriot  editor, 
and  sir  Francis  Head  the  governor,  with  several  of 
his  staff  taken  prisoners,  also  anotheraccount,  saying 
that  the  patriots  had  been  expelled  from  the  city  and 
neighborhood  with  great  loss,  and  w'ere  at  the  last 
advices  beating  up  recruits  preparatory  to  renewed 
hostilities.  It  appears  that  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  explosion  in  Upper  Canada  was  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  government  toarrest  Mr.  McKenzie, 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  liberal  or  radical  party,  on 
a charge  of  treason  and  sedition.  We  confess  our 
inability  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  movement, 
which  are  contained  in  a vast  number  of  letters, 
mostly  of  the  most  vague  and  contradictory  cha- 
racter. 

The  following  are  among  the  most  coherent: 
Lewiston,  N.  Y.  Dec.  6. 

Sir:  The  steamboat  Traveller,  capt.  Whitney,  ar- 
rived at  Niagara  this  morning,  at  seven  o’clock, 
from  Toronto,  which  place  he  left  four  hours  be- 
fore. The  boat,  with  a deputation,  was  despatched 
by  the  governor  for  volunteers  from  this  district, 
to  the  immediate  aid  of  the  government,  and  to  re- 
turn forthwith.  The  reformers  of  the  home  district, 
it  is  said,  reached  Toronto  the  night  before  last,  in 
great  numbers,  (3,000,)  when  volunteers  in  behalf 
of  ihe  government  were  called  to  oppose  their  com- 
ing into  the  city,  when  a running  fire  took  place. 
Col.  Moodie,  late  of  the  104th,  was  shot  dead,  and 
others,  besides  a number  of  prisoners  were  taken, 
among  whom  are  Archibald  McDonald  (Sheriff 
Gore  district)  and  col.  Wells.  Sheriff  Jarvis’s  house 
and  others  were  fired  and  burnt.  The  governor  and 
his  council  are  in  the  Market  Square.  James 
Brown  and  300  volunteers  are  in  the  fort.  Mr. 
Speaker  MacNab,  with  80  volunteers,  reached  the 
city’’  yesterday.  Col.  W.  Chisholm  is  expected  to- 
day from  Oakville  with  the  volunteers  he  can  get 
in  aid  of  the  government,  and  from  Whitby  a few 
yeomanry  cavalry  are  looked  for. 

The  reformers  have  at  their  council  Dr.  John 
Rolph,  and  others  of  high  standing.  Three  flags 
of  truce  were  sent  yesterday,  to  the  government, 
with  the  following  terms: 

1st.  To  dissolve  the  present  parliament. 

2d.  Grant  an  elective  legislative  council. 


3d.  That  the  governor  leave  the  province  in  two 
weeks.  ~ — 

From  the  Daily  Buffalo  Journal — extra. 

7,  P.  M-,  Friday. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a copy  of  a letter,  of 
the  date  of  December  7,  from  Toronto,  which  states 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  the  letter,  (about  noon,) 
the  government  forces  were  engaged  with  the  pa- 
triots, about  two  miles  from  the  city  of  Toronto, 
from  which  place  they  had  been  driven. 

The  express  who  brought  the  letter  farther  states, 
that  he  came  out  of  the  city  with  the  troops,  and 
that  before  he  passed  them,  three  rounds  had  been 
fired  upon  the  rebels. 

Another  letter  from  Toronto  states  that  there 
were  then  in  Toronto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
at  least  twenty  royalists  to  one  patriot. 

From  all  information  that  we  have  gleaned,  we 
consider  this  movement  of  the  reformers,  not  only 
ill-timed,  but  also  extremely  ill-managed.  Had 
they  pushed  ahead,  immediately  after  taken  posses- 
sions of  Toronto,  there  would  have  been  little  oppo- 
sition, of  moment,  to  them  in  the  upper  province. 
Some  of  the  royal  militia  would  not  obey  the  govern- 
ment orders  to  turn  out,  and  few  volunteered,  such 
was  the  general  panic.  When  it  was  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  patriots  were,  from  some  cause,  re- 
maining inactive,  their  fears  were  dispelled,  and 
numerous  reinforcements  were  obtained. 

Mr.  McKenzie,  we  now  learn,  commands  the  re- 
formers in  person. 

We  have  also  before  us  a proclamation  by  sir  F. 
B.  Head,  which  is  full  of  royal  expressions  and 
praise  of  the  bravery,  &c.,  of  the  royalists  volun- 
teers. 

He  also  offers  a reward  of  “£  1,000  to  any  one 
who  will  apprehend,  and  deliver  up  to  justice,  Wil- 
liam Lyon  Mackenzie;  and  £500  to  any  who  will 
apprehend,  and  deliver  up  to  justice,  David  Gibson 
— or  Samuel  Lount — or  Jesse  Loyd — or  Silas  Fletch- 
er— and  the  same  reward  and  a free  pardon  will  be 
given  to  any  of  their  accomplices,  who  will  render 
this  public  service,  except  he  or  they  shall  have 
committed  in  his  own  person,  the  crime  of  murder 
or  arson.” 

“And  all  but  the  leaders  above  named,”  conti- 
tinues  the  proclamation,  “who  have  been  seduced 
to  join  this  unnatural  rebellion,  are  hereby  called 
to  their  duty  to  their  sovereign — to  obey  the  laws 
—and  to  live  henceforward  as  good  and  faithful 
subjects — and  they  will  find  the  government  of 
their  queen  as  indulgent  as  it  is  just.” 

What  the  effect  of  this  repulse  will  be,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conjectiH'e.  Our  opinion  is,  however,  that 
it  will  retard,  but  not  entirely  prevent,  the  revolu- 
tionary movements  of  the  disaffected. 

From ■ the  Albany  Argus. 

We  understand  that  a communication  has  been 
addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  by  direction  of  the  president,  to  the  gover- 
nor of  this  state,  requesting  his  attention  to  any 
movements,  growing  out  of  the  present  contest  in 
the  Canadas,  that  may  violate  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  passed  to  preserve  the  relations  of 
amity  with  foreign  powers  and  fulfil  the  obligations 
of  the  treaties  with  them,  and  requesting  also  his 
prompt  interference  to  arrest  the  parties  concerned 
if  any  preparations  are  made  of  a hostile  nature 
against  any  foreign  power  in  amity  with  the  United 
States.  Similar  communications  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  executives  of  Vermont  and  Michi- 
gan, arid  to  the  district  attorneys  and  marshals  of 
those  states  and  of  this. 

The  Burlington  Sentinel  extraofthe  9th Decem- 
ber contains  the  proclamation  of  loid  Gosford,  au- 
thorising the  execution,  of  martial  law  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Montreal.  The  proclamation  is  dated  on 
the  5th  instant. 

On  the  envelope  of  the  slip  is  written: — “Papi- 
neau’s  wife  died  on  Thursday.” 

Iri  the  skirmish  near  Missiskuoy  Bay  on  the  6th 
inst.  M.  Buchet,  the  editor  of  the  Quebec  Liberal, 
a talented  and  spirited  patriot  leader,  was  severely 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  In  this  skirmish  the 
insurgents  lost  their  two  field  pieces,  and  several 
men  killed  or  missing. 

From  the  Montreal  Courier,  Dec.  7. 

On  Sunday,  the  cavalry  attached  to  the  brigade 
W'ere  despatched  via  St,  Charles  to  St.  Pie,  to  a 
house  in  which,  according  to  information  given. 
Messrs.  Papineau  andT.  S,  Brown  were  tobefound. 
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Arrived  at  the  latter  place,  they  found  that  their 
birds  had  flown,  and  St.  Hyacinthe  was  stated  to  be 
their  place  of  refuge.  On  the  next  day,  the  whole 
brigade  was  to  proceed  thither  in  pursuit.  It  was 
supposed  that  considerable  numbers  of  the  rebels 
had  taken  that  direction. 

The  village  of  St.  Charles  was  almost  deserted; 
not  more  than  about  fifty  male  inhabitants  being 
visible  thereon  Sunday. 

The  accounts  relative  to  T.  S.  Brown  are  still 
unsatisfactory,  though  probabilities  seem  to  incline, 
we  think,  strongly  in  favor  of  the  report  of  his  mis- 
conduct and  disgrace. 

In  the  direction  of  Grand  Brule  things  remain 
much  as  they  were.  Most  of  the  party  who  came 
down  to  St.  Eustache,  as  mentioned  in  our  last, 
have  since  returned  to  St.  Benoit.  We  are  told 
that  they  have  four  different  attempts  at  fortification 
in  different  directions  from  that  village.  On  Mon- 
day last,  two  companies  of  the  32d,  under  captain 
Birtwhistle,  and  a detachment  of  the  cavalry,  under 
capt.  Ermatinger,  with  some  volunteers,  inarched 
from  town  to  Isle  Jesus,  with  a view,  we  believe, 
of  preventing  the  rebels  from  breaking  down  Lach- 
apell’s  bridge,  and  thus  cutting  off  the  communica- 
tion by  which  troops  can  best  be  marched  into  their 
territory  when  ordered.  In  the  meantime,  the 
offers  of  reward  for  their  leaders’ apprehension,  may 
possibly  do  something  towards  breaking  up  their 
forces. 

From  the  Montreal  Herald,  Dec.  7. 

Reports  were  current  in  town  yesterday  that 
about  three  hundred  Americans  have  joined  Papi- 
neau,  and  that  more  were  hourly  expected.  Dr.  Ro- 
bert Nelson,  of  this  city,  is  said  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Covington,  raising  men.  We  have 
received  a letter  from  Vaudreuil,  dated  the  22d  ul- 
timo, with  a postscript  the  first  instant,  owing  to 
the  writer’s  inability  to  send  it  by  post.  It  mentions 
that  about  a hundred  men  are  riding  about  the  coun- 
try, spreading  terror  and  threatening  vengeance, 
and  brutally  ill-using  all  those  who  hesitate  to  join 
them  in  their  rebellious  enterprise. 

The  British,  who  are  all  loyal,  knowing  what  they 
have  to  expect  from  such  characters,  have  united  to 
a man  for  mutual  defence,  and  have  removed  their 
families.  “Conceive,”  says  the  writer,  “if  you  can, 
the  scene  of  eighty  families  of  Britons  in  this  climate 
and  this  weather,  taking  refuge  in  the  woods  of 
Canada  against  their  merciless  enemies,  and  when 
the  men  united  at  night  when  they  expected  to  be 
attacked,  the  wretches,  whose  cowardice  prevented 
them  from  appearing  in  open  day,  assembled  in 
small  parties  to  plunder  our  houses;  our  little  chil- 
dren asking  us  the  reason  for  putting  them  out  of 
our  houses  at  night  and  in  the  cold  rain,  was  truly 
a heartrending  spectacle. 

The  names  and  persons  of  the  leading  men,  and 
most  of  the  others,  are  well  known  to  us,  and  also 
their  preparations  of  cutting  slugs,  casting  balls,  and 
“collecting  fire-arms.”  The  postscript  dated  the 
1st  inst.  says,  “Yesterday  morning,  at  seven  o’clock, 
the  Grand  Brule  rebels  possessed  themselves  of  the 
port  of  the  lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  and  took 
all  the  gun-powder,  arms,  and  provisions  they  could 
find,  breaking  open  the  stores,  ill-treating  and  threa- 
tening all  they  met  with,  whether  they  opposed 
them  or  not;  their  force  consisted  of  about  two  hun- 
dred men,  mounted  and  on  foot,  and  the  Indians 
were  addressed  by  them  in  inflamatory  language.” 

The  queen’s  light  dragoons,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Jones,  leave  town  this  forenoon,  to  rein- 
force the  two  companies  of  the  32d  regiment,  now 
at  Lachapelle’s  bridge. 

As  every  thing  connected  with  this  question  is 
now  of  deep  interest,  we  copy  the  following  from 
a postscript  in  theN.  Y.  American. 

P.  S.  We  have  just  conversed  with  a gentleman 
lately  from  Toronto,  who  doubts  the  accuracy  of 
the  foregoing  intelligence  from  Canada  via  Lewis- 
ton; the  statements  being  predicated  on  the  authori- 
ty of  a captain  Whitney , of  the  steamboat  Traveller, 
at  Niagara.  Capt.  W.  is  the  captain  of  a steamboat 
Great  Britain,  which  boat  had  been  laid  up  when 
our  informant  left  Toronto.  Capt.  Sutherland  is 
the  captain  of  the  Traveller,  a boat  usually  trading 
between  Toronto  and  Rochester,  not  Niagara,  and 
which  boat  had  also  discontinued  lake  navigation 
many  days  since. 

A letter  from  New  York,  says: — I see  that  the 
American  and  the  Commercial  are  disposed  to  doubt 
the  news  from  Toronto.  It  does  seem  almost  in- 
credible, but  I believe  it,  because  sir  Francis  Head 
has  sent  all  his  troops  to  the  lower  province,  be- 
cause it  is  stated,  as  one  among  other  par  ticulars 
of  the  affair,  that  col.  Moodie,of  the  10th  regi  ment, 
in  the  running  fire,  was  shot  dead,  and  because  the 
greatest  dissatisfaction,  though  apparently  repres- 
sed, has  all  along  existed  in  Toronto.  We  wan* 
confirmation  of  the  announcement,  however,  that 
the  Patriots  have  achieved  so  complete  a victory. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  department,  December  5,  1S37. 

In  obedience  to  the  “act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,”  the  un- 
dersigned respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 
1.  Of  the  revenue  and  expenditures. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1836,  including  some  trust  funds  hereafter  ex- 
plained, was  $26,749,803  96 

The  receipts  during  the  year  1836, 
from  all  sources,  except  the  post 
office  and  trust  funds,  were  48,873,964  36 

Viz:  from 

Customs  $23,409,940  53 

Lands  24,877,179  86 

Miscellaneous  586,843  97 

These,  and  the  balances  before  men- 
tioned, constituted  an  aggregate  of  75,623,768  32 
The  expenditures  during  the  same 
year,  exclusive  of  the  post  office 
and  trust  funds,  were  29,655,244  46 

Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneous  5,388,370  58 

Military  service,  including  fortifica- 
tions, Indian  affairs,  pensions, 
arming  the  militia,  Florida  war, 
improvement  of  harbors  and  ri- 
vers, roads,  arsenals,  and  armo- 
ries 18,466,110  63 

Naval  service,  including  gradual  im- 
provement and  exploring  expedi- 
tion 5,800,763  25 

Hence  there  was  left  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  a ba- 
lance of  45,968,523  86 

The  receipts  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with 
similar  exceptions  to  those  before 
mentioned,  are  ascertained  and 
estimated  to  be  15,144,916  00 

Viz:  from 

Customs  $8,908,878 

Lands  5,650,221 

Interest  from  deposite  banks,  and 
other  miscellaneous  and  incidental 
receipts  585,817 

The  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter, 
including  those  from  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of 
four  millions  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  are  estimated  at  8,355,065  00 

Viz:  from 

Customs  1,750,100 

Lands  • 900,000 

Miscellaneous  and  inciden- 
tal receipts  40,000 

Issue  of  treasury  notes  4,300,000 
First  bond  due  from  the 
United  States  bank,  ex- 
cluding what  belonged 
in  trust  to  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund  1,364,965 

These  combined  make  the  total  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  as  ascertained 
and  estimated  23,499,981  00 

With  the  balance  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary last,  they  constitute  an  aggre- 
gate of  69,468,504  86 

The  expenditures  for  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with 
the  like  exceptions,  are  ascertain- 
ed to  have  been  25,418,916  57 

Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse  and 
miscellaneous  4,024,823  10 

Military  service,  including  Florida 
war,  other  Indian  affairs,  fortifi- 
cations, roads,  harbors,  pensions, 

&c.  16,310,208  35 

Naval  service,  including  exploring 
expedition,  gradual  improvement, 

&c.  5,061,865  87 

Public  debt  22,019  25 

See  particulars  in  the  document  an- 

nexed. 

The  expenditures  forthe  fourth  quar- 
ter, including  those  under  the 
recent  as  well  as  former  appropri- 
ations, are,  on  facts  presented  by 
the  various  department,  estimated 
at  9,862,445  00 

Making  an  aggregate  forthe  year  ot  35,281,361  57 
This  computation  would  leave  in  the 
treasury,  ou  the  first  of  January, 

1838.  a balance  of  34,187,143  29 

Before  adverting  toother  topics,  it  will  be  proper 
to  explain  what  portion  of  this  balance  will  not  im- 
mediately be  either  available  or  applicable  to  pub- 
ire  purposes. 


The  first  three  instalments  of  deposites  with  the 
several  states,  which  have  recently  been  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  for  safe-keeping,  in  con- 
formity to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  23d  June, 
1836,  are  included  in  it. 

As  the  subsequent  law  of  October  14th,  1837, 
prohibits  the  recall  of  those  deposites  till  otherwise 
directed  by  congress,  their  large  amount  will  till 
then  be  unavailable  lor  any  purposes  of  the  general 
government.  It  is  $28,101,644  97. 

All  the  funds  in  the  treasury,  which  in  any  for- 
mer years,  from  the  foundation  of  the  government, 
have  become  unavailable,  being  chiefly  such  as  are 
still  due  from  insolvent  banks,  are  likewise  embrac- 
ed in  the  balance  above  mentioned.  Their  amount 
is  not  far  from  $1,100,000. 

Another  portion  consists  of  what  is  yet  unpaid  by 
the  banking  institutions,  which,  during  the  last 
spring  and  summer  suspended  specie  payments, and 
thereby,  under  the  imperative  provisions  of  the  de- 
posite act,  were  discontinued  as  public  depositories. 
The  amounts  in  their  possession  that  have  been  or 
probably  will,  under  the  act  of  16th  of  October 
last,  be  postponed,  and  will  remain  unavailable, 
one-third  till  July  next,  one-third  till  January, 
1839,  and  the  residue  till  July,  1839,  are  estimated 
at  $3,500,000. 

Another  sum,  not  immediately  applicable  to  ge- 
neral purposes  is  that  part  of  the  amount:!  trans- 
ferred to  the  mint,  which  being  now  in  active  em- 
ployment for  the  objects  specified  in  the  acts  of 
June  23,  1836,  and  of  January  18,  1S37,  cannot, 
without  serious  inconvenience  and  some  delay,  be 
otherwise  used.  This  sum  is  about  $400,000. 

If  the  aggregate  of  all  these,  amounting  to 
$33,101,644  97,  be  deducted  from  the  balance  of 
$34,187,143  29  above  mentioned,  the  residue  of 
the  public  money  that  on  the  1st  of  January  next 
will  probably  be  then  both  available  and  applicable 
to  general  purposes  will  be  $1,085,498  32. 

Perhaps,  in  strictness,  the  sum  of  about  $370,797, 
which  was  in  the  treasury  on  account  of  several 
small  trust  funds,  and  was  included  in  the  balance 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  ought  al30  to  be  de- 
ducted from  what  is  now  considered  applicable  to> 
public  purposes. 

Most  of  it  has  been,  or  probably  will  be,  required 
for  the  special  objects  to  which  it  belongs. 

Previous  to  the  consideration  of  other  matters 
connected  with  the  finances,  the  undersigned  would 
add,  that  the  appropriations  which  will  remain 
unsatisfied  at  the  end  of  the  year,  are  estimated  at 
$14,503,4S3.  These,  with  the  exception  hereafter 
mentioned,  will  be  chargeable  on  that  balance,  and 
on  the  revenue  subsequently  received. 

To  prevent  misapprehension  on  this  point,  it 
may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  this  is  the  amount 
of  those  appropriations  considered  as  unsatisfied, 
after  deducting  all  the  money  which  has  been  ac- 
tually paid  to  the  public  claimants,  and  all  the  ad- 
vances which,  having  been  made  to  the  various  dis- 
bursing officers,  are  still  in  their  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  paid  over  to  such  claimants.  It  is 
supposed  that  $10,351,091  of  the  outstanding  ap- 
propriations will  be  required  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
jects contemplated  by  them. 

Of  the  residue,  about  $361,839  will  go  to  the 
surplus  fund,  or  in  other  words,  will  not  be  used  at 
all;  and  it  is  proposed  to  apply  $3,782,551  in  aid  of 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  year  without  reapproprL- 
ation,  as  explained  in  the  estimates. 

It  is  proper  also  to  explain,  that  by  the  act  of 
May  20,  1836,  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the 
principal  of  the  debt  due  in  Holland,  on  account 
of  the  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  equal  to 
$1,500,000,  was  appropriated,  and  is  still  outstand- 
ing. But  this  sum  has  not  been  included  in  the 
foregoing  statement  of  outstanding  appropriations, 
as  the  reimbursement  of  the  loan  cannot  commence, 
under  the  stipulations  upon  which  it  was  contract- 
ed, until  1841;  and  the  amount  required  may  be 
partly  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  the  canal  stocks 
pledged  for  that  purpose. 

2.  Of  the  public  debt. 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  funded  and  un- 
funded debt  since  the  first  December,  1836,  have 
been  as  follows: 

1st.  On  account  of  the  principal  of  the  funded 

debt  $14,197  26> 


This  leaves  unclaimed  and  undis- 
charged $327,737  91 

Viz:  principal  $76,169  74 

Interest,  with  dividends  $251,568  17 
The  latter  consisting  of  the  amount 
due  1st  Pec.  1836,  $250,416  00 

Add  excess  of  repayments 
since  1,152  17 

2d.  On  the  unfunded  debt  there  has 
been  paid,  including  $199  51  for 
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interest  on  treasury  notes  of  1815, 
the  sum  of  $ 706  66 

This  leaves  the  amount  of  certificates 

ami  notes  payable  on  presentation  $36,933  40 
Viz:  certificates  issued  for  claims 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
registered  prior  to  1798  $27,293  31 
Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  late 
war,  5,320  00 

Certificates  of  Mississippi 

stock  4,320  09 

3.  Estimates  of  the  revenue  anti  expenditures  for  the 
year  1838. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  the  ordinary 
sources  during  1838,  may,  under  the  explanations 
and  conditions  hereafter  mentioned,  be  estimated 
at  $31,959, 7S7 

Viz:  customs,  including  about  four 
millions,  w'hich  is  expected  to 
be  collected  on  postponed  du- 
ties 17,500,000 

ILands,  including  one  and  a half  mil- 
lion for  estimated  sales  under 
another  pre-emption  law,  if  one 
passes,  and  of  new  tracts  brought 
into  market  5,000,000 

Second  bond  of  United  States  bank 
with  interest  due  in  September, 

1838  2,293,121 

First  instalment  of  the  principal  due 
from  the  lormer  deposite  banks  in 
July,  1838,  estimated  at  1,666,666 
•Interest  on  the  same,  with  incidental 
and  miscellaneous  receipts 300,000 
New  issues  of  treasury  note3  in 
1838  5,700,000 

These,  and  the  estimated  balance  of 
$1,085,498,  which  will  be  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  January, 

1838,  available  and  applicable  to 
public  purposes,  constitute  an  ag- 
gregate of  33,045,285 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  183S,  including  the 
redemption  of  the  treasury  notes,  which  may  be 
paid  in  for  public,  dues,  or  become  reimbursable 
within  that  year,  are  estimated  at  $31,926,892 
Thus  the  new  appropriations  called 
for  are  20,523,249 

Viz:  civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneous  3,172,885 

Military  service,  etc.  11,664,612 
Naval  service,  etc.  5,685,752 

The  permanent  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  1838,  made  by  former 
acts  are  2,262,000 

For  the  details  of  new  and  permanent  appropria- 
tions, reference  may  be  had  to  the  estimates. 
Appropriations  expected  to  be  made  by  congress 
beyond  the  estimates 
submitted  1,800,000 

These  new  and  permanent  appropria- 
tions amount  to  23,785,249 

The  outstanding  appro- 
priations at  the  end  of 
this  year,  after  de- 
ducting what  will  go 
to  the  surplus  fund, 
are  computed  at  14,141,643 


26,926,891 


5,000,001 

31,926,891 


All  the  appropriations,  then,  which 
are  chargeable  to  1839,  constitute 
an  aggregate  of  37,926,892 

Of  these,  it  is  supposed  that  not  over 
eleven  millions  will  remain  out- 
standing at  the  end  of-  the  year, 
and  consequently  that  the  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  whole  will, 
in  1838,  be  about 

Add  to  this  for  redemption  of  trea- 
sury notes  by  purchase,  and  by  re- 
ceipt of  them  for  public  dues — 
they  not  being  reissuable 
Making  an  aggregate  of  the  whole 
equal  to 

The  balance  that  will  thus  be  left  available,  an< 
applicable  to  public  purposes  on  the  31st  of  Decern 
ber,  1838,  is  estimated  at  $1, ] 18,393. 

In  the  fluctuating  condition  of  our  receipts  an< 
expenditures,  it  may  appear,  before  the  close  of  th< 
present  session,  that  results  are  likely  to  happet 
essentially  different  from  some  of  these  calcula 
tions. 

But  it  must  at  present  be  very  questionabh 
whether  the  receipts  in  1838  will  exceed  the  ex 
penditures,  so  as  to  produce  any  surplus,  which  cat 
be  deposited  with  the  states  for  safe  keeping  on  th< 
1st  of  January,  1339,  as  required  by  the  existin' 
laws.  On  the  contrary,  any  considerable  departurt 
from  the  estimates,  either  by  increasing  the  appro 
priations,  or  reducing  the  receipts,  or  by  paying  it 
for  public  dues  a larger  amount  of  treasury  notes 


will  necessarily  create  a deficiency.  Little  cer- 
tainty, therefore,  can  be  attained  in  any  calcula- 
tions on  these  points,  till  further  facts  are  developed 
concerning  the  revival  of  commerce,  the  proba- 
bility of  a speedy  improvement  in  the  currency,  and 
the  success  in  effecting,  as  fast  as  is  compatible 
with  the  public  interests,  that  reduction  in  the  ap- 
propriations which,  in  the  present,  as  well  as  pros- 
pective state  of  the  treasury,  is,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed, anxiously  desired  by  all. 

4.  Exports  and  imports  in  1837. 

The  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  during  the 
year  which  ended  on  the  30th  of  September  last, 
may  be  seen,  accompanied  by  some  interesting  de- 
tails, in  the  annexed  table.  The  exports  are  ascer- 
tained and  estimated  to  have  been  $116,906,060. 

Of  these,  about  $95,183,199  were  of  domestic, 
and  $21,722,861  of  foreign  origin. 

They  show,  since  the  previous  year,  a diminution 
in  the  former  of  $11,733,481,  and  in  the  latter  of 
only  $23,499. 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  domestic  exports 
has  been  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  great  fall  in  the 
price  of  cotton  during  the  last  spring.  They  would 
otherwise  have  been  very  large.  The  exports  of 
foreign  merchandise  have  been  prevented  from 
falling  much  below  their  former  amount  by  the 
commercial  embarrassments  of  the  times.  These, 
particularly  in  the  last  quarter,  led  to  an  export  of 
foreign  articles,  unusual  in  proportion  to  the  im- 

orts,  for  the  double  purpose  of  obtaining  the  draw- 

ack  on  many  of  them  in  specie,  and  of  discharg- 
ing the  large  debt  due  abroad. 

The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  same  year  was 
$140,852,980. 

This  is  $49,127,055  less  than  the  value  of  those 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  imports  during  the  last  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th,  were  only  $22,829,611,  or  at  the  rate 
of  but  $91,318,444  a year. 

Perhaps  a stronger  illustration  could  not  exist  of 
the  extravagant  over  trading  during  1836,  than  the 
fact,  now  officially  ascertained,  that  the  imports, 
which,  in  a natural  condition  of  business,  should  be 
less  than  those  of  1837,  were  nearly  fifty  millions 
larger,  and  were  about  one  hundred  millions  be- 
yond the  rate  of  imports  during  the  last  quarter. 

The  exports  during  that  quarter  were  $19,159,034, 
being  $13,105,510  of  domestic  origin  and  $6,052,524 
of  foreign  growth.  By  this  result,  it  will  be  grati- 
fying to  see  that  the  imports,  though  diminished, 
were  not  all  needed  for  home  consumption,  and 
that  a greater  proportion  of  them  than  in  the  for- 
mer quarters  has  been  sent  abroad  to  reduce  the 
foreign  debt.  Yet  the  whole  exports  were  smaller 
than  many  anticipated.  They  have  also  very  un- 
pectedly  been  $3,533,313  less  in  amount  than  the 
imports  during  the  same  quarter.  But  if  freights, 
commissions  and  profits,  as  well  as  remittances  in 
stocks  of  various  kinds,  are  taken  into  computation, 
the  probabilities  are,  that  the  foreign  debt,  so  far 
from  having  been  increased  within  that  period,  has 
been  lessened  some  millions,  but  not  to  so  great  an 
extent  as  most  persons  have  supposed.  In  the  last 
report  on  the  finances,  some  suggestions  were  made, 
which  further  experience  has  served  to  verify,  re- 
specting the  influence  which  the  sudden  fall  in  the 
price  of  cotton  had  exerted  during  the  year  in  pro- 
ducing commercial  embarrassments,  as  well  as  a 
diminution  in  the  value  of  our  exports. 

It  may  be  useful  to  advert  a moment  to  the  un- 
usual effect  upon  both  of  those  subjects,  caused  by 
the  fluctuations  in  another  article. 

In  seasons  of  common  crops,  and  in  times  when, 
under  the  guidance  of  ordinary  prudence,  industry 
was  directed  more  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the 
United  States  were  accustomed,  under  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  to  receive,  rather  than  pay,  large 
sums  for  the  great  necessary  of  life.  For  a series 
of  many  years,  the  value  of  the  grain  and  flour  im- 
ported did  not  exceed  a few  thousand  dollars,  while 
that  exported  was,  on  an  average,  quite  $6,000,000. 
Sometimes  it  exceeded  even  $14,000,000,  and  so  late 
as  1833,  ’34  and ’35,  amounted  to  nearly  $5,000,000 
annually.  But  in  the  year  ending  September  30th, 
1837,  the  exports  of  them  fell  off  nearly  a million, 
while  the  imports  were  augmented  in  value  to  the 
unprecedented  amount  of  more  than  four  and  half 
millions. 

This  revulsion  so  great  and  so  sudden,  from 
bringing  home  a small  amount  to  importing  so 
many  millions’  worth  of  products,  mostly  for  a 
single  purpose,  and  that  one  so  important  in  do- 
mestic economy  as  bread  stuffs,  was  of  itself  suffi- 
cient to  create  a severe  shock.  From  whatever 
cause  the  necessity  of  it  may  have  happened,  the 
result  conveys  warnings,  which  it  is  believed  have 
recently  exerted  a salutary  influence  in  aiding  to 
restore  a judicious  system  of  agriculture,  and  to 
promote  an  increased  attention  to  habits  of  produc- 
tive industry. 


A moment’s  reflection  on  the  detailed  effects  of 
the  high  prices,  which  attended  the  revulsion,  will 
show,  that  they  and  the  burdensome  change  of  five 
or  six  millions  in  our  exports  and  imports,  must, 
when  united,  have  affected  the  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties of  the  country,  and,  indirectly,  its  trade  and 
currency,  much  more  sensibly  than  most  people 
have  imagined.  Besides  the  grain  which  is  distill- 
ed, or  employed  in  the  arts,  or  consumed  by  domes- 
tic animals,  it  is  believed  that,  on  an  average,  one 
pound  of  flour  or  meal  per  day  to  each  person  is 
used  for  bread  stuffs  alone. 

The  whole  quantity  for  a population  of 
$15,000,000,  would  at  that  rate  be  nearly 
5,500,000,000  pounds  a year.  At  the  price  of 
three  cents  per  pound  for  wheat  flour,  and  only 
one  and  a half  cents  per  pound  for  meal  from  the 
cheaper  varieties  of  grain,  which  is  not  far  from 
the  average  of  1834  and  1835,  the  costs  for  bread 
alone,  (if  only  one-half  the  population  used  wheat 
flour,  and  the  rest  materials  less  costly,)  would  be 
about  $124,000,000. 

But  the  average  price  to  consumers  during  the 
past  year  was  increased  in  most  places  quite  eighty 
per  cent.  Whether  this  great  rise  should  be  attri- 
buted to  short  crops,  to  an  undue  portion  of  labor 
bestowed  upon  the  production  of  other  articles,  to 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  circulating  medium, 
in  consequence  of  excessive  issues  of  paper,  or  to 
all  these  causes  combined,  it  seems  to  be  clear,  that 
the  increase  in  the  cost  of  bread  alone  exceeded 
$100,000,000. 

If  only  half  of  the  whole  population  not  raising 
their  own  grain,  were  obliged  to  purchase  it  at  such 
an  enhanced  price,  the  new  tax  imposed  on  that 
class  alone,  on  account  of  their  bread,  exceeded 
$50,000,000. 

This  addition  to  their  burdens  w'as  nearly  seven 
dollars  per  head;  and  when  for  this  no  remunera- 
tion was  made  to  many  persons,  as  there  was  only 
to  some,  by  higher  prices  obtained  for  their  labors 
and  merchandise  exchanged,  the  increase  alone  was 
four  times  as  much  as  the  average  tax  imposed  by 
means  of  all  the  great  duties  on  foreign  merchan- 
dise. On  the  present  occasion,  the  undersigned 
would  forbear  from  entering  further  into  the  consid- 
eration of  various  other  matters  connected  with  this 
interesting  subject.  But  when  the  influence  of  it 
upon  different  portions  of  the  country  is  traced  into 
some  of  its  numerous  bearings  and  carefully  weigh- 
ed, new  topics  of  inquiry  are  presented,  which  will 
be  found  to  have  an  intimate  connection  not  only 
with  the  value  of  some  of  our  staple  exports,  but  in 
other  respects  with  the  vital  prosperity  of  large 
portions  of  the  union. 

5.  Further  explanations  as  to  the  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures for  1837,  and  the  effect  upon  them  by  laws 

passed  at  the  late  special  session. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  congress  to  have  a few 
more  details  concerning  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  current  year. 

The  receipts  within  it  have  been  diminished  by 
recent  leigslation  over  four  millions.  Had  the 
duties  not  been  postponed,  the  revenue  from  all 
sources,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection 
and  other  charges,  usually  imposed  on  it,  would 
not,  in  the  aggregate,  have  differed  materially  from 
the  estimates  formed  by  the  department  in  Decem- 
ber last. 

The  receipts,  during  the  current  half  of  the  year, 
have  also  thus  far  corresponded  with  the  views 
presented  by  it  at  the  late  session,  except  that  the 
postponement  of  duties,  subsequently  authorized 
by  congress,  has  not  been  so  uniformly  accepted 
as  w’as  anticipated,  and  a portion  of  the  current  ex- 
penses of  collection,  including  debentures  and  boun- 
ties, has  under  a new  law7,  been  paid  from  the  trea- 
sury, instead  of  being  deducted  as  formerly  from 
the  accruing  revenue,  before  it  goes  into  the  trea- 
sury. 

It  should  also  be  explained,  that  the  estimates  of 
receipts  for  any  particular  quarter  or  year,  though 
made  accurately,  will  often  vary  from  the  subse- 
quent official  statements;  because  the  money  is  not 
carried  by  warrant  upon  the  books  of  the  register, 
till  after  it  is  placed  in  some  public  depository,  or 
actually  paid  out  by  the  collecting  officer  on  special 
drafts. 

In  ordinary  times  the  results  would  not  be  much 
changed  by  this  circumstance.  But  during  fluctu- 
ations, such  as  have  characterized  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  the  difference  caused  by  it  may  occa- 
sionally extend  to  some  millions.  Thus  large  sums 
w'ill  be  technically  carried  into  the  treasury  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1837,  and  stand  on  the  books  credit- 
ed to  that  quarter,  when,  in  fact,  the  money  was, 
collected,  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  treasurer* 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

The  expenditures  have  not  yet  essentially  varied 
from  the  amount  anticipated  in  September.  In  or- 
der to  defray  them  it  was  then  supposed  to  be  no- 
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cessary,  under  the  existing  laws  and  liabilities,  to 
postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposites  with  the 
states,  or  adopt  some  other  auxiliary  measure.  Ex- 
perience since  has  confirmed  the  opinion  that,  un- 
der those  laws,  it  could  not  have  been  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  states,  except  in  funds  and  in  a 
manner  very  inconvenient,  as  well  as  with  conse- 
quences requiring  an  immediate  recall  of  other  de- 
posites with  the  states,  which  w’ould  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly embarrassing  to  the  finances  of  both  them 
and  the  general  government. 

The  postponement  of  that  instalment,  therefore, 
afforded  great  relief  to  all  concerned,  and  left  the 
resources  of  the  treasury  entirely  at  liberty  to  be 
applied  in  the  necessary  discharge  of  the  appropri- 
ations made  by  congress. 

Those  resources  would  have  been  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  had  no  further  legislation  taken  place. 
But  the  delay  which  was  afterwards  granted  be- 
yond the  year  for  the  payment  of  almost  all  the 
duties,  and  the  still  longer  delay  which  was  proffer- 
ed to  the  former  deposite  banks,  and  accepted  by 
several  of  them,  for  the  adjustment  of  what  they 
owed  to  the  United  States,  gave  rise  to  the  necessity 
for  a temporary  issue  of  treasury  notes.  The 
department,  with  the  aid  of  them  and  its  remaining 
resources,  has,  notwithstanding  those  indulgences 
to  the  public  debtors,  been  enabled  to  meet  the 
great  demands  upon  it  with  punctuality,  and  in  a 
manner  which,  considering  the  severe  embarrass- 
ments of  the  times,  i3  believed  to  have  generally 
proved  satisfactory. 

It  now  appears  probable  that,  during  the  next 
year,  means  will  be  possessed,  wdthout  any  perma- 
nent loans,  recall  of  former  deposites,  or  increase  of 
taxes,  sufficient  to  redeem  seasonably  the  treasury 
notes  that  become  payable,  as  well  as  to  meet  all 
the  ordinary  appropriations. 

Some  difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  construction 
of  the  laws  granting  further  delay  to  the  merchants 
and  the  former  deposite  banks;  but  they  have  thus 
far  been  enforced  under  a liberal  view  of  their  ob- 
ject, and  in  this  manner  are  supposed  to  have 
afforded  sensible  relief,  not  only  to  those  immedi- 
ately interested,  but,  through  them,  to  the  people  at 
large. 

In  respect  to  the  act  for  settling  with  the  banks, 
some  of  them  since  September  have  paid  over  all 
the  public  money  which  then  stood  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer.  Others  are  supposed  to  have  exe- 
cuted bonds  according  to  one  of  its  provisions,  and 
several  are  preparing  to  do  so  with  a view  to  re- 
ceive further  indulgence.  The  remainder  are 
expected  to  discharge,  without  suit  or  bond,  the 
amounts  they  respectively  owe,  as  may,  from  time 
to  time,  be  needed  to  meet  the  public  exigencies. 

The  payments  which  will  probably  be  longest 
postponed,  will  chiefly  be  from  some  institutions 
situated  in  the  west  and  south  west.  The  accu- 
mulation happening  to  be  there,  not  by  transfer 
from  other  quarters,  but  by  receipts  on  the  spot 
from  the  sales  of  public  land,  it  was  unavoidable 
under  the  existing  laws.  Nor  could  it,  during  the 
excessive  over-actions  of  the  times  in  banking  and 
speculations  of  all  kinds,  have  been  lessened  any 
further  than  was  attempted  by  issuing  the  specie 
circular — and  by  refraining  to  offer  any  new  tracts 
at  public  sale,  unless  laws  had  been  passed,  as  was 
recommended,  to  restrict  the  sales  to  actual  settlers, 
or,  as  since  proposed,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of 
payments  elsewhere. 

But  a suitable  portion  of  the  money,  after  being 
received  in  the  west  and  south  west,  was  in  due 
season  put  under  transfer  to  the  Atlantic  states. 
In  May  last,  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments,  and 
the  consequent  discontinuance  of  most  of  the  pub- 
lic depositories,  prevented  many  of  the  drafts  for 
remittance  which  were  then  outstanding,  from 
being  executed.  In  order,  therefore,  to  discharge 
satisfactorily  the  current  payments  of  appropria- 
tions, and  the  July  transfers  to  the  states  on  the 
Atlantic,  it  became  indispensable  to  draw  larger 
amounts  from  the  banks  situated  in  the  latter  quar- 
ter of  the  country.  While  thi3  afforded  a longer 
indulgence  to  the  west  and  south  west  in  the  use  of 
the  surplus  which  had  accumulated  there,  it  is  gra- 
tifying to  reflect,  that  all  just  cause  of  jealousy  has 
been  removed,  and  any  sectional  benefits  from  de- 
lay in  paying  over  the  public  money  equalized  in  a 
great  degree,  as  the  eastern,  northern,  and  middle 
states  were  at  the  same  time  allowed  to  en  joy  a like 
indulgence,  through  their  merchants  rather  than 
banks,  in  the  use  of  the  money  due  to  the  govern- 
ment for  duties  instead  of  lands. 

In  the  execution  of  the  other  prominent  measure 
adopted  at  the  last  session,  which  permitted  an 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  the  department  has  not  yet 
been  required  by  the  public  exigencies  to  make  a 
large  one. 

Nor  is  any  occasion  to  keep  out  a great  amount 
of  these  notes  anticipated.  Entertaining  such  opi- 


nions concerning  the  currency  as  have  been  for- 
merly expressed  by  the  undersigned,  any  event 
would  be  greatly  deprecated  which  should  lead  to 
a permanent  emission  of  such  notes,  or  any  kind  of 
government  paper,  except  for  temporary  purposes, 
and  in  small  amounts,  unless  it  be  founded  entirely 
on  specie,  and  redeemable  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  explained  at  the  last  session. 

The  range  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  pre- 
sent year  has  been  very  extensive.  If  the  receipts 
from  postages,  from  the  sales  of  the  Chickasaw 
lands,  from  foreign  indemnities,  and  all  other  trusts, 
were  included  in  the  condensed  statement  of  the 
finances,  the  entire  amount  carried  into  the  trea- 
sury during  the  year,  with  the  balance  on  the  1st 
of  January  last,  would  exceed  $79,000,000.  But 
without  entering  here  into  explanations  in  detail 
under  those  heads,  it  will  appear,  in  the  appro- 
priate reports,  that  so  tar  as  connected  with  this 
department,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  conduct 
the  whole  in  as  close  conformity  as  possible  to  the 
acts  of  congress.  Notwithstanding  the  unusual 
magnitude  and  difficulties  of  the  duties  devolved 
upon  the  treasury  department  during  the  year, 
it  has  scrupulously  endeavored  not  to  assume  any 
doubtful  powers.  Nor,  as  a mere  executive  branch 
ot  the  government,  has  it  felt  justified,  under  cir- 
cumstances or  reasons  however  plausible,  to  per- 
mit the  public  funds  lo  be  employed  otherwise  than 
on  objects  and  in  a manner  that  appeared  to  be 
clearly  warranted  by  the  limitations  of  the  laws, 
and  those  principles  strictly  applicable  to  mere 
financial  operations. 

6.  j Explanatory  remarks  on  the  estimates  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  1838. 

The  receipts  from  duties  during  the  next  year 
have  been  estimated  quite  tour  millions  higher,  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  act  of  congress,  bringing 
within  it  the  payment  of  a still  larger  amount, 
which  originally  fell  due  in  the  present  year. 

Independent  of  that  circumstance,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered probable,  that  they  would  much  exceed 
$13,500,000.  The  reasons  for  this  opinion,  are, 
that  a further  reduction  of  two-tenths  of  the  pre- 
sent duties  which  remain  at  a rate  of  more  than 
twenty  per  cent,  takes  effect  after  the  31st  instant, 
and  that  the  depression  of  trade  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year  has  been  severe,  and  is  likely  to 
continue  so  for  some  time.  The  actual  imports 
during  the  quarter  ending  in  September  having 
been  only  at  the  rate  of  about  ninety  millions  an- 
nually; and  the  average  imports  from  1824  to 
1830,  before  the  commencement  of  the  late  exces- 
ses, having  been  about  eighty-two  millions,  it  is 
deemed  safe  to  compute  that  they  will  not  in  1838 
exceed  forty  per  cent,  on  that  average,  or  about 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  millions.  On  the  suppo- 
sition that  one-half  of  them  will  be  free,  and  the 
nett  duties  received  on  the  other  half  will  not  ex- 
ceed twenty-five  per  cent,  the  amount  paid  into  the 
treasury  for  them  within  tile  year,  independent  of 
the  postponement  above  named,  would  not  vary 
much  from  thirteen  and  a half  millions. 

The  receipts  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  have 
likewise  been  estimated  one  million  and  a half 
more  than  they  would  have  been,  if  considerable 
sums  were  not  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  in- 
creased sales  of  tracts  newly  brought  into  market, 
and  from  the  anticipated  passage  of  another  pre- 
emption law.  It  is  supposed  that  this  last  measure, 
deemed  so  important  by  many  of  the  pioneers  on 
our  frontiers,  whose  hardy  pursuits,  exposures,  and 
various  privations,  are  often  so  useful  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  will  meet  with  fewer  objections,  if  it 
be  more  strictly  guarded  and  limited  than  others  of 
the  kind  have  heretofore  been.  Those  objections 
will  perhaps  be  lessened  still  further,  if  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  revenue  to  be  at  once  derived  from 
the  measure,  would  conduce  much  to  the  efficiency 
of  our  fiscal  operations,  and  that  from  the  experi- 
ence of  many  years,  the  nett  receipts  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands  are  not  likely  ever  to  surpass, 
in  any  great  degree,  the  minimum  price  per  acre, 
which  is  paid  by  those  having  pre-emptions. 

Without  the  passage  of  some  such  law,  or  the 
offer  of  large  quantities  of  new  lands,  the  under- 
signed is  unable  to  perceive  any  sound  reason  for 
estimating  the  sales  very  differently  from  what  has 
been  done  by  him  for  some  years  past.  Public 
sales  cannot  be  needed  for  cultivation  much  beyond 
three  millions  of  acres  a year,  while  so  many  pri- 
vate lands  are  in  the  market  as  have  been  bought 
for  re-sale  within  the  last  three  years.  If  a demand 
should  exist  for  more  than  that  quantity,  except  the 
gradual  increase  with  the  increase  of  our  popula- 
tion, it  would  probably  be  the  result  of  causes  ac- 
cidental, or  transient,  or  of  new  legislation. 

It  may  be  useful  to  add  a few  general  illustra- 
tions of  the  reasons  for  some  of  the  small  esti- 
mates now  submitted,  and  of  the  intrinsic  difficul- 
ties ip  attaining  much  certainty  concerning  them 


during  crises  of  over-action  and  revulsion  like  the 
past  and  the  present.  Whether  they  occur  from 
ovei -trading,  over-banking,  or  other  excesses,  q/d 
the  depressions  consequent  from  them,  the  financial 
history  of  this  country  shows  strikingly  how  much 
our  system  of  business  is  exposed  to  them,  and  the 
astonishing  fluctuations  they  produce. 

During  the  two  years  before  the  revulsions  in 
commerce  in  IS  19,  and  including  that  year,  the 
sales  of  public  lands  exceeded  the  unusual  amount 
of  nearly  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  while  in  the 
three  following  years  they  fell  to  only  about  four 
millions,  or  less  than  one-seventh.  The  system 
being  changed  from  credit  to  cash,  may  have  co- 
operated in  producing  this  result;  though,  at  the 
same  time,  the  minimum  price  per  acre  was  reduced, 
in  order,  in  some  degree,  to  counteract  the  effect  of 
that  change.  In  the  second  and  third  quarters  of 
1836,  also,  the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  land  in- 
creased to  nearly  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  while 
in  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1S37,  they  dimin- 
ished to  only  two  and  one-fourth  millions. 

In  truth,  the  number  of  acres  sold  since  the  first 
of  January,  1835,  has  reached  the  extraordinary 
quantity  of  thirty-seven  and  a half  millions,  and 
thus  have  the  sales  so  widely  departed  from  all  pre- 
cedents, and  every  ordinary  principle  of  calcula- 
tion, as  to  equal  in  less  than  three  years,  however 
incredible  the  fact  may  appear,  the  whole  made 
during  the  forty-five  years  which  had  before  elaps- 
ed from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Similar  fluctuations  have  happened  in  the  amount 
of  our  imports,  and  consequently  in  the  amount  of 
duties. 

Thus,  in  1808,  the  imports,  affected  by  restrictive 
legislation,  and  other  causes,  fell  off'  at  the  unpre- 
cedented rate  of  over  eighty  millions  of  dollars; 
while  in  1815,  influenced  by  the  transition  from 
war  to  peace,  an  increase  of  imports  equal  to  one 
hundred  millions,  and  an  increase  of  duties  from 
customs  alone  equal  to  nearly  thirty  millions,  oc- 
curred in  a single  year.  It  may  be  remembered, 
also,  that  from  1818  to  1822,  the  vibrations  from 
mere  commercial  causes  were  almost  as  sudden  as 
those  incident  to  war  or  any  great  changes  in  le- 
gislation. 

Thus  the  imports  diminished  from  over  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  millions  in  1818,  to  only  about 
eighty-seven  millions  in  1819,  and  to  only  about 
one-half,  or  sixty-two  and  a half  millions,  in  1S21. 
They  fell  nearly  sixty  millions  in  value  in  only 
three  years,  and,  in  tire  last  two  of  them,  the  re- 
venue from  duties  dimished  also  more  than  one- 
third.  It  deserves  special  notice  that  these  were 
years  embracing  a period  of  peace,  of  free  com- 
merce, and  the  full  operation  of  the  United  States 
bank.  The  price  of  cotton  also  fell,  during  the 
same  period,  over  one-half,  and  the  price  of  flour 
from  ten  to  only  four  and  five  dollars  a barrel. — 
The  extent  of  Ihese  vacillations  has  been  so  unex- 
pected at  some  periods,  that,  in  1816,  the  receipts 
from  customs  exceeded  the  estimates  by  nearly  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  though  the  latter  were 
made  by  Mr.  Dallas  several  months  after  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  had  been  restored,  and  its  influence 
experienced. 

The  imports  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  com- 
mercial year  just  ended  have  furnished  another  sig- 
nal illustration  on  this  branch  of  the  subject.  As 
before  mentioned,  they  so  fluctuated  that,  if  con- 
tinued for  twelve  months  at  their  reduced  rate,  the 
falling  off  would  nearly  equal  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

Some  further  explanations  concerning  the  esti- 
mates for  the  expenditures  may  be  useful. 

The  addition  of  between  two  and  three  millions 
which  has  been  made  on  account  of  (he  large 
amount  of  appropriations,  exceeding  fourteen  mil- 
lions, left  outstanding  and  chargeable  to  the  next 
year,  will  be  found  reasonable,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  average  amount  annually  left  has  not, 
in  general,  exceeded  six  millions.  The  propriety 
of  adding,  also,  (be  contingent  sum  of  at  least  one 
million  to  cover  appropriations  made  by  congress 
beyond  the  estimates,  has  been  so  fully  tested  by 
the  experience  of  several  years  past,  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  measure  may  be  considered  no  lon- 
ger doubtful.  But  the  usual  excess  of  appropria- 
tions thus  made  by  congress  is  not  imputed  by  the 
undersigned  to  any  special  inattention  or  extrava- 
gance. This  item  has  of  late  years  been  introdu- 
ced into  the  estimates,  because  it  was  found  that 
new  treaties,  hostilities,  or  oilier  events,  often  re- 
quire the  departments,  before  the  session  is  closed, 
to  offer  estimates  for  further  appropriations.  Some- 
times commendable  measures,  ot  a public  as  well 
as  private  character,  originate  in  congress,  and, 
consequently,  are  not  included  in  the  estimates  of 
the  departments,  but  which  justify  additional  appro- 
priations. Sometimes,  likewise,  acts  are  passed  for. 
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an  indefinite  amount  which  involve  in  the  end  an 
expenditure  far  beyond  what  was,  or  could  by  any 
ordinary  foresight,  be  anticipated  during  the  pas- 
sage of  them. 

The  estimate  as  to  the  receipt  of  treasury  notes 
has  been  placed  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  only 
a little  beyond  the  amount  which  falls  due  and  is 
obliged  to  be  redeemed  within  the  year. 

But  as  all  of  those  issued,  whether  due  or  not, 
have  been  made  by  law  receivable  at  any  time  for 
public  debts,  and  the  right  to  reissue  them  even 
during  the  year  is  prohibited,  it  must  be  manifest, 
that  the  receipts  or  redemption  of  them  will  be  like- 
ly much  to  exceed  that  amount,  and  to  produce  to 
that  extent  a deficiency,  if  the  banks  do  not  resume 
specie  payments,  so  as  to  aid  in  supplying  a sound 
currency  to  pay  into  the  treasury,  instead  of  them; 
or  unless  the  prohibition  to  reissue  them  during  the 
year  be  removed. 

The  whole  expenditures  during  1S38,  for  new 
appropriations,  have  been  estimated  lower  than 
those  of  last  year,  on  account  of  the  reduced  wants 
of  the  government,  and  a wish  to  economise  wher- 
ever the  public  interests  will  permit. 

It  is  believed,  that  if  wars,  or  other  expensive 
contingencies,  do  not  intervene,  the  expenditures 
can  gradually  be  diminished  till  their  average  in 
ordinary  times  shall  not  exceed  seventeen  or  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars  annually. 

The  expectations  of  such  a reduction,  which 
were  formerly  cherished  and  explained  by  the  un- 
dersigned, were  likely  to  be  realized,  when  an  ex- 
traordinary increase  in  the  revenue  induced  con- 
gress to  adopt  the  system  of  completing  sooner 
many  public  works  of  great  usefulness,  and  of  ef- 
fecting an  earlier  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles, 
with  a speedier  removal  of  the  aboriginals  beymnd 
the  Mississippi. 

The  charges  on  the  treasury,  during  each  of  the 
last  two  years,  for  these  objects,  as  well  as  for 
grants  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  expen- 
ses of  the  Florida  war,  have  nearly  equalled  the 
whole  excess  of  expenditures  in  each  year  above 
that  average.  As  the  surplus  has  ceased  to  exist 
which  was  one  chief  inducement  to  any  increases 
of  expenditure  except  on  account  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  was,  at  the  same  time,  one  ground  for 
their  justification,  it  seems  probable  that  all  the 
suitable  reductions  can  soon  be  accomplished.  A 
rigid  regard  to  economy,  and  sound  principles  of 
public  policy,  if  persisted  in,  will  easily  save  the 
country  from  the  burthen  of  a national  debt;  and 
without  any  wastefulness  in  expenditure,  will  ena- 
ble it  to  sustain  every  valuable  institution  in  a vi- 
gorous condition. 

Should  some  questions  unfortunately  occur  which 
involve  national  honor,  or  are  intimately  connected 
with  public  liberty,  any  sacrifice  of  money  within 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  government,  that 
may  be  necessary  to  the  security  of  those  great  ob- 
jects, can  then  be  made  from  our  ample  financial 
resources,  without  producing  any  general  distress, 
or  departing  from  those  habits  of  frugality  in  public, 
as  well  as  private,  life,  which  are  so  indispensable 
to  sustain  republican  institutions. 

7.  On  the  bunks,  and  oilier  matters  connected  with 
the  collection,  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money. 

The  views  of  this  department  upon  several  topics 
connected  with  the  collection,  keeping  and  disburse- 
mentof  the  public  money  have  been  so  recently  pre- 
sented, that  only  a few  additional  remarks  concern- 
ing them  will  be  offered.  The  condition  of  the 
banks  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  those  topics. 
To  prevent  any  misapprehension,  it  may  be  proper 
to  repeat  the  assurance,  that  no  wish  has  ever  been 
felt  to  interfere  improperly  with  those  institutions. 
While  chartered  and  used  solely  for  local  purposes, 
the  regulation  and  control  of  them  are  supposed  to 
belong  exclusively  to  the  States.  But  their  organi- 
zation, as  well  as  responsibilities,  and  an  early  re- 
form in  both,  became  questions  of  great  importance 
to  the  treasury,  when  connected  with  them,  as  here- 
tofore, in  the  canacity  of  either  public  depositories 
or  the  sources  of  a portion  of  the  currency  received 
for  public  dues.  Experience  for  several  months 
past  is  lull  of  instructive  lessons  on  these  points. 
Indeed  every  crisis  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  has  tend- 
ed greatly  to  strengthen  the  conviction  that  evils 
exist  in  banking  in  this  country,  which  are  inherent 
in  the  system,  as  well  as  in  the  administration  of  it. 
A wide  departure  has  been  made  from  the  original 
principles  of  having  its  issues  of  paper  rest  on  a 
foundation  consisting  of  specie  alone,  and  that  used 
in  deposite  chiefly  for  commercial  objects.  While 
regulated  substantially  in  this  manner,  banking  was 
mot  only  an  instrument  of  convenience  to  trade,  and 
sometimes  to  fiscal  operations,  but  safe  in  practice, 
and  not  inconsistent  with  any  sound  theory  as  to 
currency.  But  when  the  system  is  changed,  so 
that  the  paper  issued  rests  like  mere  bills  of  ex- 


change, almost  exclusively  on  credit,  and  that  credit 
not  always  guarded  in  the  best  practicable  methods, 
such  a currency,  however  profitable  or  convenient 
to  those  interested,  must  become  exposed  to  many 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  commerce,  forfeit  most  of  its 
original  character  as  the  actual  representative  of 
money,  and  lose  its  security  in  a considerable  de- 
gree as  a circulating  medium  for  the  use  of  either 
the  community  or  the  government.  Under  such 
circumstances,  that  calamity,  to  a greater  or  less 
extent,  will  often  ensue,  which  happened  during  the 
last  spring. 

As  the  failure  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie,  then 
extended  to  most  of  the  banks  that  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  capacity  of  public  depositories,  it  be- 
came proper  to  explain  to  congress,  at  its  late  ses- 
sion, the  injurious  influence  of  the  measure  on  the 
financial  operations  of  the  government,  and  the  losses 
thus  caused  to  its  numerous  creditors  among  the 
various  classes  of  society,  with  those  preventives, 
as  well  as  guarantees  against  them  hereafter,  which 
seemed  appropriate  and  feasible.  Perhaps  it  is  not 
now  necessary  to  enter  further  into  that  subject  in 
order  to  discharge  the  painful  duties  which  such  a 
state  of  things  imposed  upon  the  head  of  this  de- 
partment. In  consequence  of  what  occurred,  con- 
gress passed  an  act  to  facilitate  a settlement  with 
the  deposite  banks,  which,  as  before  observed,  is 
in  the  course  of  execution,  and  which  is  the  only 
new  measure  of  legislation  adopted  by  both  houses 
that  indicates  the  future  relations  intended  to  be 
preserved  with  these  institutions.  But  as  the  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  banks  throughout  the  United 
States,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
might  have  an  important  bearing  on  this  and  other 
subjects  connected  with  fiscal  concerns,  an  exten- 
sive correspondence  has  been  opened  in  relation  to 
it. 

The  result,  so  far  as  their  affairs  can  be  ascer- 
tained, with  much  accuracy,  will  now  be  presented. 
Their  condition,  as  a whole,  does  not  appear  to  have 
altered  very  materially  during  the  year,  in  respect 
to  the  relative  proportion  of  all  their  immediate 
means  and  liabilities,  but  in  several  other  respects 
the  changes  have  been  essential.  One  portion  of 
the  new  returns  which  have  been  procured,  is  dat- 
ed near  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  a few  months  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  another 
portion,  classed  separately,  is  dated  a few  months 
subsequent  to  the  suspension.  Within  that  time 
the  whole  discounts  appear  to  have  been  reduced 
only  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  still  being 
over  five  hundred  millions.  The  nett  or  active  cir- 
culation of  bank  paper  is  supposed  to  have  been 
curtailed  but  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions,  leaving 
over  ninety-nine  millions.  The  deposites  have 
been  lessened  thirty-six,  but  they  are  still  in  the 
large  amount  of  ninety-three  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  specie  on  hand  has  decreased  more  than  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  How  much  of  these  data  de- 
pends on  estimates,  and  how  much  on  actual  returns, 
can  be  seen  in  the  tables  annexed.  The  second  one, 
though  less  full,  contains  some  strikingevidence  on 
the  comparative  and  very  different  ability  to  sustain 
specie  payments  in  different  quarters  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  on  the  different  exertions  which  have  been 
made  to  resume  them.  From  its  contents,  the  un- 
reasonableness mentioned  in  September  last  seems 
still  more  apparent  of  expecting  the  exertions  of 
many,  and  tbe  duties  of  the  whole,  to  wait  in  these 
respects  on  the  means  or  convenience  of  a few. 

These  returns  exhibit  some  improvement,  in  the 
affairs  of  the  banks  in  the  aggregate,  as  the  sources 
of  much  of  the  currency.  But  the}'  furnish  at  the 
same  time  new  confirmation  of  the  great  excesses 
in  issues,  which  in  some  places,  notwithstanding 
numerous  cautions,  had  before  been  indulged  in.— 
They  show,  too,  that  the  whole  reduction  in  the  ac- 
tive circulation,  had  not  at  their  dates,  equalled  by 
nearly  twenty  millions  the  amount  which, as  long  ago 
as  last  December,  it  was  computed  by  this  depart- 
ment would  be  required  to  restore  the  paper  cur- 
rency generally  to  a safe  basis,  and  make  it,  with 
the  specie  in  actual  use,  bear  a just  proportion  to 
the  real  wants  of  the  community.  But  the  contin- 
ued reduction  in  circulation  and  deposites  which, 
since  August,  has  probably  been  persisted  in  by 
several  of  the  banks,  must,  if  effected  in  the  most 
judicious  course,  by  a curtailment  of  their  discounts, 
have  served,  by  this  time,  to  place  those  institutions 
in  a more  eligible  condition  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. Where  this  reduction  has  been  accompani- 
ed by  any  considerable  increase  rather  than  diminu- 
tion of  specie,  the  ability  to  resume,  and  with  pro- 
per restrictions  and  care  hereafter  to  sustain,  spe- 
cie payments  must  approach  very  near  the  point 
requisite  to  insure  public  confidence.  Because  the 
rate  of  foreign  exchange  has  been  so  far  reduced,  as 
to  be  near  the  real  par  in  spec^,  and  seldom  to  per- 
mit the  export  of  it  to  advantage,  and  the  liabilities 
of  the  banks  to  the  government,  which  otherwise 


might  press  upon  them  in  case  of  a resumption,  are 
in  most  cases  either  discharged,  or  in  a train  of 
postponement,  or  inconsiderable  in  amount. 

The  recent  imports  and  exports  of  specie  have 
an  important  bearing  in  forming  a correct  opinion 
on  these  questions.  The  imports  appearing  on  the 
custom  house  books  have,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30, 1837,  been  ascertained  by  the  week- 
ly returns  to  be  $'10,954,332;  while  the  exports 
during  the  same  period  have  been  only  $6,714,990. 
Other  returns,  when  all  received,  may  slightly  dif- 
fer. Undoubtedly  the  whole  actual  imports  and 
exports,  whether  on  the  books  or  not,  have  exceed- 
ed these  amounts;  and  though  the  excess  has  proba- 
bly been  greater  on  the  part  of  the  exports,  yet 
these  last  cannot  safely  be  computed  to  have  gone 
beyond  the  imports. 

The  invariable  laws  that  govern  trade  and  the 
currency  have  thus  indicated  a healthier  condition 
of  our  system  than  would  otherwise  be  inferred  from 
the  general  and  protracted  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  most  of  the  banking  institutions. 

The  addition  of  about  forty-live  millions  of  specie, 
which,  within  four  years  past,  has  been  made  to  the 
quantity  that  was  before  in  the  United  States,  may 
have  enabled  persons  to  increase  bank  capital  and 
bank  issues  in  places  where  the  restrictions  on  the 
latter  were  loose.  But  that  natural  tendency  of  it, 
as  supposed  by  some,  has  been  to  derange  the  cur- 
rency, as  weli  as  the  commerce,  not  only  of  these 
states,  but  of  Europe,  is  an  opinion  that  cannot 
have  much  foundation  in  any  safe  principle  of  po- 
litical economy,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  cur- 
rency of  Europe,  in  specie  alone,  is  computed  to 
exceed  eleven  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  of 
the  world,  to  be  nearly  two  thousand  millions,  and 
its  gold  and  silver,  in  various  uses,  to  equal  from 
five  to  seven  thousand  millions.  It  is  worthy  of 
notice,  also,  that  the  addition  of  specie  above  men* 
tioned,  though  large  compared  with  the  amount 
previously  possessed,  has  hardly  equalled  the  nett 
profits  on  the  single  article  of  cotton  shipped  from 
this  country  in  the  years  ]S35  and  1836. 

But  whatever  obstacles  may  still  exist  to  a gene- 
ral resumption  of  specie  payments,  few  can  doubt 
that  as  early  a one  as  can  be  sustained  is  urgently 
demanded  by  the  strongest  obligations  of  morals 
and  law;  by  justice  to  the  public  creditors,  consist- 
ing of  numerous  contractors,  mechanics,  laborers 
and  pensioners,  as  well  as  officers;  and  by  all  the 
true  interests  of  the  people,  whether  in  private  af- 
fairs or  in  the  concerns  of  their  government.  In 
both  are  their  interests  in  this  respect  inseparably 
connected;  and  in  both,  do  they  severely  suffer  by- 
depreciated  paper — as  the  tax  thus  imposed  finally 
reaches  the  community  in  either  case,  and  usually 
in  a ratio  quite  equal  to  the  rate  of  discount  on  the 
paper  below  specie.  The  powers  of  the  general 
government  to  hasten  such  a resumption  are  cir- 
cumscribed to  the  use  of  some  constitutional  author- 
ity of  a restrictive  or  penal  character,  such  as  taxa- 
tion, or  a bankrupt  law  when  the  suspension  ap- 
pears in  its  origin  or  long  continuance  to  be  clearly' 
unjustifiable;  or,  when  otherwise,  to  the  furnishing 
of  some  incidental  aid  in  the  exercise  of  other 
rights.  The  latter  course  is  tbe  only  one,  which, 
during  the  present  suspension,  it  has  yet  appeared 
proper  to  adopt.  In  pursurnce  of  it,  the  mode  of 
making  most  of  the  public  payments  since  May 
last;  the  manner  in  which  the  July  instalment  was 
placed  with  the  states;  the  delay  granted  tor  more 
than  a year  in  paying  the  fourth  one,  giving  there- 
by a temporary  aid,  as  substantial  to  several  of  the 
banks  as  to  the  treasury,  and  the  liberal  indulgence 
offered  to  them.forthe  balances  still  due  to  the 
United  States,  were  all  measures  of  relief,  and  have 
contributed  to  strengthen  their  immediate  means 
for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Beyond 
such  incidental  aid  to  some  of  the  banks,  with 
which  may  have  existed  fiscal  connections,  not 
generally  equaling  one-twentieth  of  the  whole 
number,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  general  govern- 
ment, however  solicitous  to  see  that  object  accom- 
plished, would  be  able,  constitutionally,  to  provide 
any  special  assistance  in  effecting  it.  It  must  be 
manifest  to  all  who  examine  the  subject  dispassion- 
ately, that  either  the  possession  by  a few  banks  of 
the  usual  small  amount  of  public  deposites,  liable 
at  any  time  to  be  recalled,  or  the  receipt  of  their 
bills  for  public  dues  when  redeemed  in  specie  on 
demand,  and  frequently  presented  for  that  purpose, 
must  often  be  a check. rather  than  an  aid — and 
prove  of  doubtful  advantage  in  promoting  a resump- 
tion among  the  whole  number.  It  must  be  equally 
manifest,  that  the  chief  reliance  of  banks  to  perform 
their  legal  obligations,  must,  like  that  of  indivi- 
duals, always  be  placed  on  their  own  resources. 

The  highest  considerations  require  that  these 
should  be  regulated  by  all  suitable  legislative  re- 
straints, and  employed  with  foresight,  moderation, 
and  the  strongest  sense  of  -justiee  to  the  public,  to 
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sustain  nn  a par'  with  specie  the  currency  they 
issue,  and  which,  except  on  the  condition  it  should 
be  thus  sustained,  the  public  would  never  have 
confided  to  them  a power  almost  sovereign  to  cre- 
ate. 

It  has  been  a source  of  some  inconvenience, 
under  the  existing  laws,  that  none  of  the  banks 
have  resumed  specie  payments  since  the  late  ses- 
sion, which  are  known  to  be  willing  and  compe- 
tent, under  all  the  provisions  of  the  deposite  act,  to 
be  selected  as  fiscal  agents.  Several,  which  are 
paying  specie,  have  expressly  declined  taking  the 
public  money,  under  those  provisions.  The  mode 
of  keeping  it  is,  therefore,  imperfect  without  fur- 
ther legislation.  Every  exertion  within  the  powers 
now  existing  has  been  made  to  increase  the  security 
of  it;  and  the  department  has  for  several  months 
been  enabled,  by  unremitted  attention,  to  conduct 
successfully  the  temporary  arrangements  which 
are  in  force  for  that  purpose.  But  till  congress 
shall  sanction  some  new  system,  or  revive  the 
whole  of  the  old  one  in  force  before  1836,  or  till 
specie  payments  are  resumed,  and  the  deposite  act 
materially  amended,  these  arrangements  must  be 
greatly  enlarged  by  doubtful  constructions,  or  re- 
main exposed  to  several  of  the  inconveniences  in- 
cident to  all  these  plans,  without  some  of  the  reme- 
dial powers  and  advantages  of  either. 

On  the  practicability  of  keeping  the  public  mo- 
ney under  new  legislative  provisions,  without  using 
banks  at  all  as  fiscal  agents,  the  views  of  this  de- 
partment have  been  so  recently  explained,  as  to 
render  a repetition  of  them  unnecessary.  It  was 
the  endeavor  of  the  undersigned  to  present  with 
impartiality  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
both  systems;  to  show  the  expediency,  if  not  the 
necessity  of  the  new  one,  in  the  existing  unfortu- 
nate attitude  of  most  of  the  banks;  and  to  leave  the 
result,  where  it  is  now  left,  to  the  superior  wisdom 
of  congress. 

A similar  course  was  pursued  in  respect  to  the 
kind  of  money  to  be  received  for  public  dues,  which 
he  regarded,  and  still  considers,  a question  entirely 
distinct,  though  often  viewed  by  others  as  insepa- 
rable. 

While  offering  reasons  why  bank  paper  was  oc- 
casionally more  convenient  than  coin  as  a currency 
for  the  large  and  distant  purposes  of  commerce, 
and  why  the  exclusive  use  of  coin,  for  all  kinds  of 
payments  could  not  at  present  be  introduced,  and 
might  never  be  desirable — it  was  insisted,  that  so 
far  as  it  should  be  employed  in  public  affairs,  and 
with  whatever  limitations  as  to  time  or  amount, 
care  must  be  exercised  to  adhere  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  the  first  principles  of  political  eco- 
nomy, by  always  requiring  it,  when  and  where 
taken,  to  be  equivalent  in  value  to  specie. 

This  opinion  was  not  conceived  in  any  hostility 
to  the  true  principles  of  credit,  or  to  banking  insti- 
tutions duly  regulated,  or  to  a sound  currency  for 
the  people.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  supposed  to  fa- 
vor them  all,  and  to  be  indispensable  to  uphold  the 
true  standard  of  value  for  property  and  labor 
throughout  the  country,  to  sustain  the  just  obliga- 
tion of  contracts;  and,  in  a pecuniary  view,  pre- 
serve the  real  worth  of  all  private  as  well  as  public 
rights. 

Ths  ensuing  session  will,  by  its  length,  probably 
afford  ample  time  to  place  our  whole  financial 
system  on  a proper  basis.  Nothing  new  will  be 
required,  except  such  measures  as  are  rendered  ne- 
cessary to  its  efficiency,  by  the  changes  which  have 
arisen  from  the  final  discharge  of  the  national  debt, 
and  by  the  more  fluctuating  character  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures,  as  well  as  by  the  recent  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of  most  of  the 
deposite  banks. 

The  undersigned,  feeling  a deep  conviction  that 
the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  government  cannot  here- 
after, under  any  system,  be  managed  with  such 
facility  and  vigor  as  the  public  service  requires, 
without  adopting  several  legal  provisions  heretofore 
recommended,  hopes  to  be  excused  for  briefly  in- 
viting the  attention  of  congress  once  more  to  a few 
of  them. 

First.  That  a contingent  authority  be  given  to 
some  appropriate  officer,  to  invest  safely  any  con- 
siderable surpluses  which  shall  casually  occur  in  the 
receipts  beyond  the  expenditures,  and  to  dispose  of 
such  investments  when  deficiencies  may  happen 
which  require  it. 

Second.  That  a limited  power  be  granted  to  issue 
treasury  notes  for  mere  temporary  purposes,  in 
case  of  deficiencies,  when  no  such  surpluses  exist, 
and  to  redeem  them  as  excesses  may  happen.  Be- 
side other  obvious  reasons  in  favor  of  such  a pro- 
vision, it  would  enable  the  department  to  adminis- 
ter the  finances  with  at  least  two  or  three  millions 
less  in  the  treasury  at  any  one  time  than  would 
otherwise  be  necessary.  In  fixing  the  system  on  a 
durable  basis,  the  grant  ef  both  these  powers  seems 


expedient,  as  a provident  arrangement,  whatever 
course  may  at  any  future  time  be  pursued  in  regard 
to  the  recall  of  the  present  large  deposites  placed 
by  the  general  government  with  the  states. 

Third.  That  the  additional  duties  of  general  de- 
positories be  imposed  on  all  receivers  and  collec- 
tors of  public  money,  and  on  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  as  well  as  the  treasurer  at  the  seat  of 
government,  under  such  regulations,  in  respect  to 
disbursements  and  transfers,  as  have  before  been 
indicated.  This  change  might  judiciously  include 
an  authority  to  employ  separate  depositories,  special 
or  general,  individual  or  corporate,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances and  responsibilities  suggested  at  the 
late  session,  if  the  amount  in  possession  of  any  col- 
lecting officer  should  generally  exceed  what  is  well 
secured  by  official  bonds. 

Whether  these  provisions  be,  in  the  discretion  of 
congress,  left  to  constitute  the  whole  system  of 
keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  money,  or  only  a 
part  of  it,  they  form  a change  which  would  un- 
doubtedly be  very  salutary. 

Fourth.  That  permission  be  given  to  receive  pay- 
ment in  advance  for  the  public  lands,  at  such  places 
as  this  department  may  appoint,  for  the  convenience 
of  both  the  treasury  and  the  community. 

Fifth.  The  extension  of  the  warehouse  system,  in 
connection  with  requiring  all  duties  on  imports  to 
be  paid  when  the  goods  are  taken  out  for  consump- 
tion, is  another  change  which,  though  less  urgent  in 
some  points  of  view,  is  very  desirable  in  respect  to 
the  collection  and  security  of  the  most  important 
portion  of  the  public  revenue.  In  the  consideration 
of  these  propositions,  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  and  of  the  country  is  a circumstance  of 
the  first  and  most  decisive  importance.  We  are 
without  any  national  debt  to  absorb  and  regulate 
surpluses,  or  any  adequate  supply  of  banking  in- 
stitutions which  provide  a sound  currency  for  ge- 
neral purposes  by  paying  specie  on  demand,  or 
which  are  in  a situation  fully  to  command  confi- 
dence, for  keeping,  disbursing,  and  transferring  the 
public  funds  in  a satisfactory  manner.  It  will  not, 
then,  be  a matter  of  surprise,  that  the  undersigned, 
feeling  daily  and  most  sensibly  the  difficulties,  as 
well  as  great  responsibility,  of  conducting  the  con- 
cerns of  the  treasury  without  the  adoption  of  these 
measures,  should  press  them  upon  the  earliest  con- 
sideration of  congress,  with  an  earnestness  and  per- 
severance that  might  otherwise  not  appear  justifia- 
ble. 

8.  Several  miscellaneous  matters. 

Occasion  will  be  taken  during  the  session  to  pre- 
sent separate  reports  concerning  the  mint,  the  land 
office,  and  some  other  subjects  under  the  general 
superintendence  of  this  department. 

A revision  of  the  number  and  compensation  of 
custom-house  officers  has  for  some  years  received 
the  attention  of  congress. 

The  public  welfare,  as  well  as  equal  justice  to 
various  incumbents,  appears  urgently  to  require 
further  legislation  upon  this  subject  at  the  first 
practicable  opportunity. 

The  recent  law,  postponing  the  payment  of  duties, 
has  for  some  time  deprived  several  of  those  officers 
of  a great  part  of  their  compensation,  and  new  le- 
gislation is  required,  not  only  for  temporary  relief, 
but  to  remunerate  the  losses  which  must  happen  in 
many  instances  in  case  of  death,  resignation  or  ex- 
piration of  office. 

The  reorganization  of  the  treasury  department, 
so  as  to  empower  one  of  the  present  comptrollers 
to  act  solely  in  the  capacity  of  commissioner  of  the 
customs,  devolving  on  him,  also,  all  the  other  ap- 
propriate business  of  the  marine  hospitals,  revenue 
cutters,  and  light  house  establishments,  was  on  a 
former  occasion  recommended,  and  is  still  consider- 
ed by  the  undersigned  a measure  very  deserving  of 
attention. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  in- 
teresting subjects  of  the  survey  of  the  coast,  and 
the  preparation  of  standard  weights  and  measures 
for  the  several  states,  as  well  as  for  the  Unit- 
ed States.  It  will  be  fully  explained  in  special 
communications. 

Some  further  authority  to  sell  or  apportion  the 
Spanish  inscriptions,  which  belong  to  the  claimants 
under  the  treaty  of  indemnity,  is  desirable,  as  the 
payments  on  them  seem  exposed  to  considerable 
delay.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  communicate 
the  fact,  that,  under  the  French  treaty,  in  addition 
to  what  has  heretofore  been  paid  to  the  claimants 
on  the  first  four  instalments,  another  sum  for  inter- 
est, amounting  to  one  million  and  twenty-two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-five  francs!  has  proba- 
bly been  paid,  which  will  be  apportioned  among 
them  as  soon  as  it  can  be  remitted  to  this  country. 

Several  resolutions  of  one  or  the  other  house  of 
congress,  calling  on  the  department  tor  special  infor- 
mation to  be  submftted  at  the  present  session,  have 
received  careful  attention. 


The  most  important  of  them  are  such  as  rebate 
to  a system  of  telegraphs — to  the  proper  sites  tor 
more  light-houses  on  a part  of  the  Atlantic  coast — 
the  plans  most  suitable  for  several  marine  hospitals 
— the  defaults  unadjusted  of  all  collecting  and  de- 
posite agents  since  the  foundation  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  copies  of  the  returns  of  specie  and  bank 
paper  from  the  land  offices  and  public  depositories 
since  the  adoption  of  the  specie  circular.  These 
are  all  ready  to  be  reported  on  at  an  early  day. 

This  department,  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  has  also,  for  some  years,  been  en- 
gaged in  procuring,  through  the  Franklin  institute, 
a series  of  experiments  to  be  made  on  the  strength 
of  the  materials  employed  in  steam-boilers,  and  the 
best  methods  of  preventing  explosions.  Several 
able  communications  concerning  these  matters  have 
been  made  by  the  institute,  and  were  heretofore 
submitted  to  congress. 

A final  report  on  the  whole  subject  has  been 
completed  since  the  last  annual  session,  and  a 
printed  copy  of  it  for  each  member  will  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  in  a few  days.  An  anxious  hope  is 
felt  that  the  great  care  evinced  by  the  institute  in 
an  inquiry  so  momentous  to  the  security  of  proper- 
ty and  life,  and  guided  by  all  the  lights  of  science, 
will  not  have  been  so  long  devoted  in  vain,  but 
will  lead  to  useful  legislation  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  the  state  legislatures.  The 
increased  and  increasing  importance  of  the  subject 
must  be  offered  as  an  apology  for  the  earnestness 
with  which  its  early  consideration  is  again  pressed. 

The  disasters  of  the  past  year  have  been  so  fre- 
quent and  appalling,  that  they  seem  to  call  with 
more  urgency  than  usual  for  the  passage  of  laws 
the  most  rigid,  and,  in  some  respects,  penal.  Their 
provisions  might  well  be  directed  to  ensure  proper 
strength  in  the  original  materials  for  the  boilers;  to 
provide  the  best  securities  for  the  safe  construction 
of  both  them  and  the  vessels;  and  to  exact,  by  ex- 
emplary pnnishments,  vigilance  and  promptitude 
in  the  adoption  of  all  approved  safeguards  against 
the  calamities  of  explosions,  conflagrations,  and 
wrecks.  When  we  advert  to  the  extensive  sea 
coast,  the  large  lakes,  and  numerous  rivers  within 
our  jurisdiction,  which  are  covered  w ith  machinery 
propelled  by  a power  so  vast,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  consideration  and 
due  disposal  of  these  questions  at  an  early  day  are 
important,  not  only  to  the  preservation  of  much 
property,  but  to  public  tranquil  1 i ty  and  the  cause  of 
humanity.  Respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the  United 

States  and  president  of  the  senate. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 
On  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  2, 1837. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  secretary  of  state  has  the  honor  to  present 
a report  on  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Mexican  republic,  since  the  last  communi- 
cations from  the  executive  to  congress  on  that  sub- 
ject. It  was  apparent,  from  the  proceedings  of 
congress,  at  the  last  annual  session,  on  the  special 
message  of  the  president  calling  their  attention  to 
our  claims  against  Mexico,  and  recommending  a 
contingent  authority  to  make  reprisals,  if  another 
and  last  demand  for  redress  should  be  made  in  vain, 
that  both  branches  of  the  legislature  coincided  in 
the  opinion  expressed  in  that  message,  that  the 
United  States  might  justly  resort  to  any  mode  of 
redress  known  to  the  la.w  of  nations;  but  differed 
with  the  president  so  far  as  to  think  that  this  last 
demand  ought  to  be  made  before  congress  should 
decide  on  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  case  it  should 
prove  unsuccessful. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  a care- 
ful examination  was  made  of  the  various  existing 
causes  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  as  well  those 
of  an  individual  as  of  a public  character.  The  ar- 
chives of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  Mexi- 
co having  been  broguht  to  Washington  by  Mr. 
Ellis,  the  late  charge  d'affaires  to  that  government, 
the  department  was  enabled  to  exclude  from  the 
list  of  claims  various  cases;  some  of  them  of  a 
doubtful  character,  and  others  which,  after  having 
been  presented  to  the  government  for  its  aid  in 
procuring  a settlement,  had  been  adjusted  through 
the  efforts  of  the  persons  interested  in  them.  A 
fair  and  full  statement  of  the  remaining  causes  of 
complaint,  chronologically  arranged,  was  then  care- 
fully prepared,  and  forwarded,  with  all  the  evi- 
dence within  reach  of  the  department,  in  support 
of  each  claim  that  had  arisen  since  the  treaty,  to 
the  government  of  Mexico,  by  a special  messenger, 
who  was  the  bearer  of  a solemn  demand  from  this 
government  for  redress.  This  demand,  with  the 
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accompanying  evidence  of  its  justice,  was  deliver- 
ed to  the  Mexican  government  on  the  20th  of  July 
last.  The  list  presented  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment contained  fifty-seven  subjects  of  complaint; 
the  last  two  embracing,  in  general  terms,  the  loans 
forced  in  Mexico  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  flagrant  outrages  committed  on  the 
commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  by  the  Mexican  squadron,  shortly 
after  the  adjournment  of  congress;  detailed  evi- 
dence of  which  had  net  then  been  sent  to  the  de- 
partment In  contravention  of  the  treaty  between 
the  two  countries,  an  embargo  was  laid  by  Mexico 
upon  all  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
seizure  of  the  general  Uirea  by  the  United  States 
ship  of  war  Natchez  in  retaliation  for  the  capture 
of  the  several  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  a delivery  of  which  had  been  demanded  by 
the  captain  of  the  Natchez,  and  refused  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Mexico.  This  embargo,  laid  by  the 
local  officers,  was  however  disapproved  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Mexico,  and  was  in  a short  time  re- 
moved; while  the  citizens  of  the  Unitr-d  States,  of- 
ficers, crews,  and  passengers,  taken  in  the  mer- 
chant vessels  carried  in  for  an  alleged  violation  of 
a blockade  of  Texas,  were,  after  suffering  various 
privations,  injurious,  and  insults,  and  being  held  as 
subject  to  criminal  prosecution  and  punishment, 
released.  An  answer  to  the  demand  made  by  the 
United  States  was  given  to  the  special  messenger 
•on  the  29th  of  July,  who  returned  with  it  forth- 
with to  Washington,  which  contained  assurances 
that  the  government  of  Mexico  earnestly  desired 
to  give  a prompt  and  explicit  answer  to  each  of 
the  claims  to  which  the  demand  related;  that  al- 
though there  were  several  claims  which  admitted 
of  immediate  reply,  there  was  not  time,  before 
the  necessary  return  of  the  messenger  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  make  a mature  and  impartial  exami- 
nation, which  others  required;  that  the  preside  . t of 
Mexico  desired  that  the  reply  to  each  should  be 
given,  in  order  that  a complete  judgment  might  be 
formed  of  the  whole;  that,  not  to  delay  a moment 
the  final  and  equitable  adjustment  of  the  difficul- 
ties between  the  two  governments,  the  president 
had  ordered  the  voluminous  series  of  documents 
presented  in  support  of  the  claims  to  be  translated 
and  minutely  examined  in  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs;  that  evidence  should  besought  for  from  other 
sources;  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  which 
might  lead  to  a speedy  and  equitable  adjustment  of 
the  points  so  seriously  occupying  the  attention  of 
the  government  of  the  United'  States;  and  that  the 
Mexican  minister  at  Washington  would  communi- 
cate, successively,  the  opinions  of  the  president  on 
the  several  cases,  and  his  determination  thereon. 
Belying  upon  these  assurances,  the  more  implicitly 
from  the  voluntary  action  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment in  raising  the  unwarrantable  embargo  upon 
our  vessel?  and  the  release  of  the  Americans  taken 
in  merchant  vessels  unlawfully  captured  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  was  expected  that  immediately 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Mexican  minister  in  Wash- 
ington, they  would  be  in  every  respect  fulfilled. 
The  Mexican  minister  reached  Washington,  from 
New  Orleans,  where  he  had  been  for  some  years 
residing  as  consul  of  the  Mexican  republic,  on  the 
14th  of  October.  He  brought  with  him,  however, 
nothing  but  the  usual  letters  of  credence,  and  one 
repeating,  in  general  terms,  the  expression,  usual 
between  governments,  of  a desire  to  preserve  and 
promote  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States.  It 
was  not  until  the  18th  instant,  that  answers  to  any  of 
our  complaints  were  given.  The  Mexican  minister 
then  presented  to  the  department  of  slate  ten  notes, 
all  dated  on  that  day,  in  the  first  of  which  he  ex- 
plains the  causes  which  have  prevented  a reply 
from  his  government  to  the  claims  numbered  3,  6, 
8,  11,  13,  14,  15,  and  17.  In  the  chronological  or- 
der in  which  the  claims  wpre  presented  to  Mexico, 
No.  3 is  the  case  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  “Louisa,” 
which  forms  the  subject  of  one  of  the  notes  ac- 
companying his  explanation;  from  which  fart,  and 
the  direct  references  in  some  of  the  other  notes,  it 
is  apparent  that  the  Mexican  government  had  not 
examined  file  documents  sent  from  this  department 
with  the  demand  made  in  July,  or  else  has  substi- 
tuted for  one  of  them  a list  of  claims  sent  to  con- 
gress with  the  president’s  message  of  the  6th  of 
February  last,  and  forming  part  of  the  documents 
printed  by  their  order,  which  are  alleged  by  Mr. 
Martinez  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  with  a note  of  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  14th  of  May  last.  But 
no  note  was  addressed  by  this  department  to  the 
Mexican  minister  on  the  14th  of  May,  nor  has  any 
allusion  whatever  been  made  to  the  printed  list  of 
claims  referred  to,  in  any  communication  from  this 
government  to  that  of  Mexico.  In  fulfilment  of 
the  assurances  solemnly  given  in  Mexico,  after  a 
lapse  of  five  months,  answers  are  made  to  but  four 


of  the  fifty-seven  subjects'of  complaint,  presented 
obviously  lor  the  last  time,  and  under  the  article  of 
our  treaty  with  Mexico  which  looks  to  the  unfortu- 
nate contingency  of  a necessity  on  one  part  or  the 
other  to  take,  forcibly,  satisfaction  for  injuries  com- 
plained of,  and  not,  on  due  demand,  accompanied 
by  competent  proof,  redressed.  The  answers  re- 
ceived are  to  the  individual  complaints  in  the  case 
of  the  ship  “Louisa;”  in  the  case  of  the  brig  “Cos- 
sack,” and  in  the  case  of  Chouteau  and  De  Munn, 
arrested  in  1817  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
United  States,  carried  into  Mexican  territory,  and 
imprisoned,  and  their  property  confiscated  at  Santa 
Fe;  and  to  the  demand  made  upon  Mexico  to  disa- 
vow any  approbation  of  the  reprehensible  conduct 
of  its  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, in  printing  and  distributing  a pamphlet  defa- 
matory of  this  government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  while  in  the  United  States,  under 
the  protection  of  his  diplomatic  privilege.  The 
justice  of  the  claim  for  the  cargo  of  the  “Louisa,” 
seized  in  1821  by  virtue  of  the  edicts  of  Iturbide, 
of  20th  of  February  and  4th  of  March  of  that  year, 
is  acknowledged,  and  a promise  is  made  to  incite 
the  congress,  upon  and  before  whom  the  claim  has 
been  pressed  for  ten  years,  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  balance  due  according  to  a decree  of 
the  Mexican  government  of  the  1st  of  February, 
1822,  heretofore  partially  executed;  but  the  justice 
of  the  case  of  the  “Cossack,”  and  of  the  claims  of 
Chouteau  and  De  Munn  is  denied,  on  the  ground 
that  they  occurred  before  Mexican  independence 
was  achieved.  A decree  of  restitution  in  the  case 
of  the  “Cossack”  was  issued  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1821.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  decrees  of  the 
20th  February  and  4th  of  March,  1821,  impose  ob- 
ligations on  the  present  government  of  Mexico; 
but  those  of  the  27th  of  July,  1821,  do  not.  A de- 
cree of  the  1st  of  February,  1822,  awarding  indem- 
nity, is  good;  a similar  decree  of  the  27th  of  July, 
1821,  is  not  good.  The  secretary  of  state  does  not 
perceive  upon  what  principles  these  distinctions 
are  made,  nor  on  what  just  ground  payment  can  be 
refused  by  Mexico  for  any  acts  committed  within 
its  territorial  jurisdiction  after  the  virtual  separa- 
tion of  Spain  and  Mexico,  i.  e.  after  the  occupa- 
tion of  Spain  by  France  in  1808.  The  case  of 
Chouteau  and  De  Munn  rests  upon  the  grounds 
that  the  injury  occurred  while  Spain  had  no  power 
where  it  was  received;  that  Mexico  had  then,  and 
has  had  ever  since,  an  effective  control  in  Santa 
Fe,  and  that  the  present  government  is  answerable 
for  the  acts  of  all  its  de  facto  precursors,  who  al- 
leged and  exercised  sovereignty  over  the  country. 
With  relation  to  the  biig  “Cossack,”  the  decree  of 
restitution  is  dated  after  the  plan  of  Igtiala  was  de- 
clared, less  than  a month  before  the  treaty  of  Cor- 
dova was  signed,  by  which  O’Donoghue  acknow- 
ledged the  independence  of  Mexico,  and  a short 
time  previous  to  the  election  of  a regency,  and  the 
choice  of  Ituibide  as  president  of  the  new  repub- 
lic. What  particular  meaning  is  affixed  in  Mexico 
to  the  terms  “independence  achieved,”  is  not  un- 
derstood, nor  is  it  important  to  discuss,  as  the  obli- 
gation of  Mexico  dates  from  the  time  of  declared 
or  actual  independence  of  foreign  control,  and  since 
it  maintained  a dominion  exclusive  of  that  of  Spain. 

The  answer  of  the  Mexican  minister  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  United  States,  founded  upon  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  is  so  singular  as  to  require 
a particular  statement  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  subject  of  it.  Soon  after  the  late  Mexican 
minister  asked  for  his  passports  to  return  home, 
after  terminating  his  extraordinary  mission,  his  last 
note  to  the  department,  in  which  his  reasons  for 
taking  that  step  were  expressed,  was  published  in 
New  York,  in  the  journal  called  the  “Courier  des 
Etats  Unis.”  This  document  had  never  been 
made  public  by  the  authority  of  the  department. 
The  existence  of  a pamphlet  by  Mr.  Gorostiza, 
printed  in  Philadelphia  in  Spanish,  had  been  pre- 
viously made  known  to  the  secretary  of  state,  by 
a member  of  the  diplomatic  corps  accredited  at 
Washington,  who  stated  that  he  had  received  two 
copies,  and  he  believed  that  the  same  number  of 
copies  had  been  transmitted  by  the  author  to  each 
member  of  the  foreign  diplomatic  corps  in  Wash- 
ington, expressing,  at  the  same  time,  his  surprise 
and  disgust  at  the  grossness  of  such  an  act  by  a 
retiring  minister.  One  of  those  copies  was  given, 
on  the  request  of  the  secretary,  for  the  use  of  the 
department  of  state.  That  the  belief  thus  ex- 
pressed was  well  founded,  no  doubt  was  entertained, 
as  a copy  was  also  procured  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  department  of  stale  from  another  member  of 
the  diplomatic  corps;  and  one  was  lent,  as  it  was 
afterwards  dicovered,  to  the  editor  of  the  “Courier 
des  Etats  Unis,”  by  a third,  with  permission  to  use 
it  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Extracts  were  pub- 
lished from  the  pamphlet  in  that  paper,  and  in  seve- 
ral other  newspapers;  and  the  copy  in  the  hands  of 


the  editor  of  the  French  journal  was  lent  without 
scrupfo,  on  no  condition,  but  that  after  being  co- 
pied, orotherwise  used,  it  should  be  returned.  The 
duplicate  copies  sent  to  the  diplomatic  corps  were 
obviously  intended  to  give  the  most  extensive  cir- 
culation to  the  matters  contained  in  the  pamphlet; 
and  no  doubt  one  was  expected  to  be  transmitted  to 
each  foreign  government  represented  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  other  to  adorn  the  archives  of 
its  legation  in  Washington.  From  the  equivocal 
circumstances  under  which  the  pamphlet  was  pre- 
pared, and  the  assertions  contained  in  the  preface, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  writer  sought  to  evade  of- 
ficial responsibility,  by  representing  the  publica- 
tion as  his  personal  act;  thus  giving  to  himself  and 
his  government  the  benefit  he  hoped  to  derive 
from  his  defamation  of  the  United  States,  with  all 
the  governments  of  Europe,  and  with  his  own 
countrymen,  among  whom  it  was  widely  distri- 
buted as  soon  as  he  reached  the  Mexican  territory, 
as  a prelude  to  his  last  report  to  his  own  govern- 
ment, without  exposing  that  government  to  a de- 
mand for  redress  for  the  injury  sought  to  be  in- 
flicted by  its  representative.  The  slanders  of  a 
private  individual  could  not  be  of  importance  to 
the  United  States;  but  as  the  position  of  Mr.  Go- 
rostiza was  equivocal,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
that  this  subject  should  be  so  presented  to  his  go- 
vernment, that  the  distinction  made  between  his 
acts,  as  a mere  citizen,  as  the  representative  agent 
of  Mexico,  should  be  marked  and  recognized.  Oc- 
casion was  taken,  therefore,  in  giving  instructions, 
on  the  10th  of  December  last,  to  Mr.  Ellis,  to  make 
the  explanations  previously  promised  in  regard  to 
the  movement  of  the  troops  under  general  Gaines, 
to  direct  him  to  bring  the  act  of  their  minister  to 
the  notice  of  the  Mexican  government,  in  these 
words: 

“It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  president  if  this 
communication,  which  you  will  have  to  make  to 
the  Mexican  government,  was  limited  to  these  ex- 
planations. Unfortunately,  the  conduct  of  its  late 
minister  extraordinary  has  made  it  necessary  to 
touch  upon  even  a more  unpleasant  topic.  You 
will  learn  with  astonishment  that  Mr.  Gorostiza, 
while  enjoying  his  diplomatic  privilege,  although 
after  he  had  declared  his  mission  at  an  end,  pub- 
lished, on  his  own  authority,  a pamphlet,  (a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  sent  to  you),  containing  parts 
of  his  unpublished  correspondence  with  this  de- 
partment, and  extracts  from  his  letters  to  the  Mex- 
ican secretary  of  foreign  relations,  with  a long 
introductory  preface.  The  publication  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  department,  without  the  au- 
thority of  his  government,  is  believed  to  be  un- 
exampled in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  and  was  not 
decorous  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
The  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with  his  own 
government,  and  his  introduction  to  the  whole, 
contain  statements  and  comments  defamatory  of 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  obviously  intended  to  injure  the  character  of 
both,  for  honor  and  good  faith,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  This  pamphlet,  although  not  circulated 
generally  among  our  citizens,  was  in  the  hands  of 
editors  of  newspapers,  who  have  published  extracts 
from  it;  and  the  president  has  been  informed  that 
two  copies  of  it  were  sent  by  its  author,  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure  from  the  United  States, 
to  some,  if  not  to  all,  the  members  of  the  foreign 
diplomatic  body  accredited  here.  This  act,  still 
more  extraordinary  because  it  almost  immediately 
followed  the  communication  of  the  president’s  in- 
tention to  direct  that  explanations,  which  he  be- 
lieved would  be  satisfactory,  should  be  made  to  the 
Mexican  government,  has  exrited  but  one  senti- 
ment among  those  to  whom  it  is  known.  In  di- 
recting you  to  make  known  the  publication  of  this 
pamphlet  to  the  Mexican  government,  the  presi- 
dent does  not  doubt  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
made  by  its  author,  that  this  publication  was  his 
own  personal  act,  lor  which  he  had  no  authority 
from  his  government,  nor  will  he  permit  himself  to 
suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  it  will  adopt  or  sanc- 
tion conduct  so  glaringly  violating  all  the  decorum 
of  diplomatic  usage;  so  disrespectful  to  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States;  so  unworthy 
the  representative  of  a respectable  government,  and 
so  well  calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony  and 
good  will  which  ought  to  subsist  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico. 

“How  far  the  character  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment for  decorum  and  justice,  and  an  honorable  de- 
sire to  maintain  a respectable  rank  among  the  civi- 
lized nations  of  the  world,  \ requires  a distinct 
manifestation  of  its  just  displeasure  at  such  an  ex- 
traordinary step,  are  questions  that  belong  to  itself 
alone  to  consider  and  decide. 

“In  giving  you  this  instruction  to  make  known 
to  the  Mexican  government  the  conduct  of  its 
envoy,  without  a demand  of  reparation  at  its  bands. 
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the  president  is  iniiuenced,  as  well  by  the  explicit 
disavowal  of  the  envoy  of  all  participation  on  the 
part  of  his  government,  in  the  act  complained  of, 
as  by  the  sincere  conviction,  already  expressed, 
that  a step  so  reprehensible  will  not  be  countenanced 
by  it.  But  if,  contrary  to  all  just  expectation,  the 
Mexican  government  shall  adopt  that  act,  or  give 
sanction  to  it  by  approving  of  their  minister’s  con- 
duct, the  continuance  of  diplomatic  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  can  no  longer  be  either 
useful  or  reputable  to  the  United  States.  How- 
ever painful  may  be  the  consequences,  the  honor 
of  the  American  people  requires  of  the  president  to 
instruct  you,  as  I now  do,  in  that  event,  to  demand 
your  passports,  and  to  return  forthwith,  bringing 
with  you  all  the  archives  of  the  legation  to  the 
United  States.” 

These  instructions  were  not  received  by  Mr. 
Ellis  before  his  departure  from  Mexico;  but  a copy 
of  them  was  subsequently  transmitted  to  the  Mexi- 
can government  through  its  charge  d’affaires,  Mr. 
Castillo.  Prior  to  Mr.  Ellis’s  departure,  and 
within  a fortnight  after  Mr.  Gorosliza’a  arrival  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  the  Mexican  government,  af- 
ter an  alleged  delay  of  what  is  called  an  act  of 
justice  to  their  minister,  waiting  for  explanations 
promised  by  the  United  States,  sent  a formal  ap- 
proval of  his  conduct  as  their  minister  at  Wash- 
ington. When  it  was  recollected  that,  in  the 
extracts  of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Gorostiza, 
with  his  own  government,  which  he  had  himself 
published,  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States  was 
directly  impeached,  and  it  was  presumed,  that  the 
publication  of  his  pamphlet,  and  its  distribution, 
at  least  in  Mexico,  was  known  to  his  government, 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  require  from  the  Mexi- 
can authority  a distinct  disavowal  of  the  part  of  his 
conduct  which  had  been  considered  offensive  by 
the  United  States.  No  doubt  was  entertained  that 
the  Mexican  government  would,  without  hesitation, 
declare  that  its  approbation  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  con- 
duct did  not  relate  to  the  preparation,  or  publica- 
tion, or  use,  of  the  defamatory  pamphlet. 

The  answer  of  the  Mexican  government,  now 
received,  defends  the  conduct  of  its  minister.  Mr. 
Martinez  asserts,  in  conformity  with  his  instruc- 
tions, that  the  minister  did  nothing  which  was  not 
required  by  the  dignity  and  interests  of  Mexico. 
By  the  note  of  Mr.  Martinez,  these  facts  are  admit- 
ted on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government;  that 
the  pamphlet  was  prepared  by  its  minister,  and 
printed  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  Spanish  language; 
that  some  copies  were  left  lo  be  used  in  the  United 
States,  with  a recommendation  as  to  the  time  only 
when  they  were  to  be  used,  and  the  time  recom- 
mended was,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  a publica- 
tion of  it  in  Mexico;  that  the  pamphlet  was  exten- 
sively circulated  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  as  soon  as 
he  arrived;  and,  on  his  journey  to  the  capitol,  by 
the  returning  envoy  extraordinary.  On  these  ad- 
mitted facts,  the  government  declares  that  Mr.  Go- 
rostiza acted  conformably  to  what  was  required  by 
the  dignity  and  interests  of  Mexico.  Keeping  out 
of  view,  as  entirely  unimportant,  the  offensive  cha- 
racter of  the  pamphlet,  and  the  use  made  of  it  in 
the  United  States,  the  Mexican  government  has  at- 
tempted, argumentatively,  to  prove  that  it  did  not 
appear  that  their  minister  plenipotentiary  and  en- 
voy extraordinary  intended  to  offend  the  United 
States,  or  to  jeopard  his  diplomatic  character,  by  vio- 
lating established  usage.  To  sustain  the  first  alle- 
gation, it  is  said  the  pamphlet  was  necessary  for 
his  vindication,  in  relation  to  a past  transaction — a 
negociation  not  pending,  inasmuch  as  his  mission 
was  terminated;  that  it  was  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage— if  it  had  been  intended  offensively,  it  would 
have  been  printed  in  English,  for  circulation  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  did  not 
circulate  it  among  his  colleagues  of  the  diplomatic 
body,  because  he  did  not  send  it  to  them  officially, 
or  confidentially,  with  an  explanation  of  his  object. 
The  character  of  the  production,  and  the  use  made 
of  the  copies  left,  with  the  recommendation  as  to 
time,  are,  unfortunately,  the  best  evidences  of  the 
intention  of  the  author.  The  pamphlet  is  a labored 
effort  to  prove  that  the  United  States,  for  a series 
of  years,  sought  unjustly  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  a friendly  power,  till  the 
year  1818,  when  the  executive  of  the  United 
States,  pretending  to  nothing  but  what  was  reason- 
able, the  Florida  treaty  was  negotiated,  the  negotia- 
tors being  both  men  of  talents  and  good  failh:  that, 
subsequently  to  that  treaty,  the  want  of  good  faith 
and  integrity  produced  new  pretext  to  acquire 
possession  of  the  territory,  the  pretended  claim  to 
which  they  had  been  thereby  abandoned;  that  while 
the  government  was  fostering  the  sinister  design 
of  violating  all  the  articles  of  their  treaty  with 
Mexico,  the  president  and  all  his  ministers  were 
pouring  into  the  ears  of  the  Mexican  envoy  extra- 
ordinary protestations  of  affection  for  his  ‘govern- 


ment, and  of  strict  neutrality  in  the  Texian  con- 
test; that  this  government  was  destitute  of  good 
faith,  and  that  the  people  in  mass,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a minute  fraction,  described  as  belonging 
to  the  school  of  Washington  and  Madison,  were 
necessarily  ignorant;  and,  having  every  thing  in 
their  power,  could  be  blindly  led  by  dishonest, 
greedy,  unprincipled,  and,  consequently,  unbridled 
flatterers,  wherever  they  pleased.  The  assertion 
that  such  a pamphlet  was  not  intended  to  offend  the 
United  States,  is  so  extraordinary  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Mexican  government  has  omitted  to 
examine  it.  Such  a declaration,  in  regard  to  its 
intention,  cannot  otherwise  be  rationally  accounted 
for,  unless  it  be  supposed  that  that  government 
means  to  make  this  singular  distinction,  that  a pro- 
duction intended  to  impeach  the  character  of  a 
government  and  people,  for  honor  and  good  failh, 
and  to  degrade  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  was 
not  intended  to  offend.  The  argumentative  denial 
of  the  act  of  sending  this  defamatory  pamphlet  to 
foreign  ministers,  that  the  calumny  against  this 
government  and  people  might  be  made  known  to 
all  the  governments  with  whom  they  hold  diplo- 
matic intercourse,  which  has  been  made  for  Mr. 
Gorostizo,  amounts  to  this:  that  he  did  not  send 
copies  to  them  at  all,  because  he  did  not  send  them 
with  an  official  explanation.  He  left  them  here 
to  be  used:  they  were  used — sent  to  foreign  minis- 
ters. It  is  for  the  envoy  extraordinary  to  explain 
how  they  came  there.  His  government,  which  has 
approved  his  conduct  as  conformable  to  its  dignity 
and  interests,  is  responsible  to  those  whose  honor  is 
involved  in  the  inquiry.  The  contents  of  the  pam- 
phlet show,  also,  that  the  intention  of  it  was  not 
self-vindication.  The  responsibility  of  the  author 
for  the  act 'on  which  it  is  alleged  he  designed  to  en- 
lighten his  country,  was  to  his  government,  and 
through  it  to  the  people  of  Mexico.  His  pamphlet 
is  written  for  all  places,  and  for  all  times;  a part  is 
specially  for  the  meridian  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  satisfactorily  appear  by  a reference  to  its  con- 
tents. But  it  is  also  said  that  it  related  to  past 
transactions— not  secret,  as  some  of  the  correspon- 
dence had  been  made  public.  A part  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  governments  had  been 
published  by  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the 
residue  of  that  correspondence,  the  pamphlet  con- 
tains the  envoy’s  extracts  from  the  secret  and  con- 
fidential letters  to  his  own  government,  in  which 
he  calls  in  question  the  good  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  His  extraordinary  mis- 
sion was  terminated  by  the  act  of  the  envoy,  but 
he  was  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  diplomatic  pri- 
vileges, and  the  subject  of  which  he  wrote  was  then 
pending  with  his  government.  After  his  return, 
that  government  looked  for  explanations  which 
had  been  promised  by  the  United  States,  and  com- 
plained they  were  not  received;  which  explanations, 
having;  been  delayed  by  accident,  were  subsequent- 
ly given  to  it. 

The  conduct  of  this  extraordinary  envoy  is  also 
alleged  to  have  been  conformable  to  diplomatic 
usage;  and  two  instances  are  brought  forward  to 
sanction  this  allegation,  assumed  to  exist  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  diplomacy  of  tne  United  States.  It  is 
asserted  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Martinez  that  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  published  their  cor- 
respondence pendingthe  negotiation  at  Ghent.  Dur- 
ing a war  with  Great  Britain,  the  correspondence 
of  the  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  and  the  U. 
States,  who  were  negotiating  terms  of  peace,  was 
published  in  Washington  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States;  there  were  no  libels  in  it  upon  Great 
Britain.  The  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
never  published  any  thing  during  the  negotiation  at 
Ghent. 

The  charge  d'affaires  of  France  published  a letter 
of  instructions  from  the  Duke  de  Broglie  in  some  of 
the  journals  of  the  United  States,  in  English.  The 
letter  of  the  Duke  de  Broglie  was  not  a libel  upon 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;  but  its  publi- 
cation was  considered  improper  by  all  parties  in 
this  country.  By  what  means  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  been  imposed  upon,  and  induced  to  assert 
that  “Mr.  Secretary  Forsyth  wrote  to  Paris  repre- 
senting that  this  government  would  not  object  to 
receive  again,  as  a diplomatic  agent,  the  charge 
d’affaires  who  had  caused  that  publication  -a  few 
months  before,”  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture.  It 
is  a sheer  fabrication,  which  will  be  seen  with  as- 
tonishment by  the  governments  of  England  and  of 
France,  to  whom  all  the  circumstances  of  the  trans- 
action to  which  it  relates  are  as  perfectly  well 
known  as  they  are  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
therefore,  as  they  now  stand,  are  these:  The  de- 
mand of  the  United  States  for  justice  for  past  inju- 
ries has  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  treaty 
between  the  two  nations;  but  apparently  no  public 


complaint  has  since  been  examined  by  the  Mexican 
government,  except  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
f ile  printing  and  distribution  of  his  offensive  pam- 
phlet is  approved  by  his  government,  and  justified 
as  conformable  to  what  was  required  by  its  dignity 
and  interests. 

To  the  other  demands  of  a public  nature,  existing 
at  the  adjournment  of  the  last  annual  session  of 
congress,  after  five  months’  delay,  no  answer  has 
been  given.  On  three  cases  of  private  claims  pre- 
sented for  final  answer,  answers  have  been  given. 
The  justice  of  two  of  them  is  denied,  although  one 
of  them  rests  on  a decree  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. Satisfaction  for  the  one  admitted  to  be  just 
is  not  made.  The  congress  of  Mexico,  who  have 
been  considering  the  subject  for  eight  or  ten  years, 
will  be  “incited”  to  pass  upon  it,  when  they  meet. 

Since  the  last  session  of  congress  an  embargo  has 
been  laid  on  Amei  lean  vessels  in  the  porls  of  Mexi- 
co. Although  raised,  no  satisfaction  has  been  made, 
or  offered,  lor  the  resulting  injuries. 

Our  merchant  vessels  have  been  captured  for  dis- 
regarding a pretended  blockade  of  Texas;  vessels 
and  cargoes  secretly  proceeded  against  in  the  Mexi- 
can tribunals,  condemned  and  sold;  the  captains, 
crews,  and  passengers  ot  the  captured  vessels  have 
been  imprisoned  and  ^plundered  of  their  property; 
and,  after  enduring  insults  and  injuries,  have  been 
released  without  remuneration  or  apology.  For 
these  acts  no  reparation  has  been  promised’,  nor  ex- 
planations given, although  satisfaction  was,  ingene- 
al  terms,  demanded  in  July  last. 

From  these  facts  a judgment  maybe  formed  of 
the  value  of  the  assurances  that  have  been  received 
from  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  probability 
of  their  ever  being  fulfilled. 

Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  with  the  Mexi- 
can government,  not  heretofore  made  public,  and 
serving  to  elucidate  the  subject  of  this  report,  are 
herewith  presented  for  consideration. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  REMARKS  OF  MR. 

JOHNSON,  OF  MD., 

On  the  amendment  to  the  bill  to  limit  the  time  for  is- 
suing treasury  notes. 

[Ttie  bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  issue  treasury  notes  was  under  consideration, 
and  Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment  to  authorize  the 
executive  to  sell  the  government  bonds  against  the 
present  state  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  called  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Johnson  had,  a short  time 
before,  offered  an  amendment  (which  he  said  he  de- 
signed as  a “ test  question,”)  limiting  the  time  for 
issuing  treasury  notes.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  J. 
was  rejected  in  committee  of  the  wdiole,  but  w'as 
subsequently  renewed  by  a gentleman  from  New 
York  when  in  the  house,  and  was  carried  without  a 
division.  Mr.  Johnson  addressed  the  house  at 
length  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  and  Mr.  Under- 
wood’s amendment;  but  we  have  only  space  for  the 
following  brief  sketch  of  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had  expressed  to  the  com- 
mittee his  reasons  for  offering  the  amendment  which 
had  been  rejected,  and  would  not  repeat  them.  But 
he  desired  to  say  a few  words  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Un- 
derwood. ) 

He  had  strong  misgivings  that  this  bill  was  the 
basis  of  a settled  plan  to  make  the  issue  of  such 
notes  the  permanent  policy  of  the  government — to 
allow  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue,  at  dis- 
cretion, notes  to  be  received  as  currency,  £tnd  that 
the  nation  was  to  be  forced  into  a situation  to  sub- 
mit to  it:  and  that  many  who  might  now  be  opposed 
to  such  as  the  fixed  policy  of  the  government,  will 
be  forced  into  a situation,  that,  rather  than  throw' 
off  party  allegiance,  will  submit  with  reluctance, 
but  in  silence.  He  drew  this  inference  from  the 
fact  that  the  committee  rejected  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered,  limiting  the  time  for  issuing 
the  treasury  notes  to  two  years.  That  decision 
convinced  him  that  it  is  not  intended  as  a measure 
oi  temporary  relief , as  he  before  remarked,  but  as 
the  fixed  policy  of  the  government. 

Such  were  his  views,  sustained  by  the  vote  just 
given,  and  by  the  arguments  offered  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill.  One  gentleman,  the  chairman  of- the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  (Mr.  Cambreleng) 
maintained  that  the  bonds  will  sell  above  par,  and 
the  government  be  dependent  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Anothergentleman  from  New  York, 
who  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the  amendment, 
said  that  they  will  be  sold  below  par.  Such  are 
the  conflicting  views  which  the  opponents  of  the 
amendment  entertain.  How  can  they  be  reconciled? 
One  says  they  will  sell  above,  the  other,  below 
par!  And  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  tells  us  the  government  will  be  in  the 
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power  ot  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  discon- 
nected from  the  bank.  I should  like  him,  or  some 
other  gentleman,  entertaining  similar  views,  to  ex- 
plain this  operation.  [Mr.  Cambreleng  here  rose 
and  said:  If  the  amendment  should  pass,  the  only 
bidder  would  be  the  bank,  and  it  would  purchase 
the  bonds  and  would  keep  the  treasury  just  as  it 
was.  Judging  from  what  he  had  seen,  it  would 
art'ord  no  relief  to  the  treasury,  and  the  bank  would 
be  the  only  purchaser  in  market.] 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  in  reply  to  this  statement,  he 
was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  he  was  before.  He 
could  not  comprehend  the  force  of  this  reasoning. 
All  that  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  say  is, 
that  if  you  throw  the  stock  into  the  market,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  will  buy  it.  This  argument  has 
been  fully  answered  by  a gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Putlon.)  If  the  bank  will  give  more  for  the 
stock  than  any  other  bidder,  why  not  let  the  bank 
have  it?  It  would  so  far  benefit  the  government: 
the  government  wants  money  and  has  more  use  for 
the  money  than  for  the  bonds.  Have  those  gentle- 
men the  ghost  of  the  dead  bank  still  before  their 
affrighted  imaginations?  And  will  it  not,  like 
Banquo’s  ghost,  down  at  their  bidding?  He  might 
be  cursed  with  mental  obliquity,  but  he  would  ask, 
if  there  was  a single  enlightened  mind  in  this  hall, 
or  out  of  it,  that  could  be  influenced  by  the  argu- 
ments which  have  been  urged  against  the  amend- 
ment? How  the  bank  can  injure  the  government, 
if  it  should  purchase  these  bonds,  I am  at  a loss  to 
comprehend. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  both  on  the  grounds 
of  its  constitutionality  and  expediency.  But  had, 
on  another  occasion,  thrown  out  his  views  and 
would  not  repeat  them. 

The  very  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lcgare)  has  tola  us,  said  Mr.  J.,  that 
the  government  has  power  to  issue  notes  for  a 
bona  fide  purpose — and  with  a bona  fide  intention 
to  redeem  them.  I must  confess  there  is  much  ob- 
scurity in  this  argument,  and  still  greater  to  my 
mind  in  its  application.  This  may  not  be  the  fault 
of  the  argument,  but  in  my  faculty  of  comprehen- 
sion. What  can  be  meant  by  a bona  fide  purpose? 
The  gentleman  admits  that  government  has  no 
power  to  issue  paper  unless  prepared  to  redeem  it 
with  specie.  In  that  sentiment  I fully  concur. 
But  the  omission  in  the  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
men who  urge  this  bill,  is  to  show — to  prove  how  the 
government  will  be  able  to  redeem  their  notes  with 
specie.  The  truth  is  these  gentlemen  know  that  the 
government  cannot  redeem  their  notes  in  specie 
now,  nor  in  six  months,  nor  in  twelve.  Hence  it  is 
you  will  not  make  them  payable  at  sight.  Hence 
it  is  that  you  will  not  allow  them  to  be  presented 
for  payment  in  twelve  months  after  date.  Hence  it  is 
that  you  will  not  say  they  shall  not  bear  interest. 
Hence  it  is  that  yon  will  not  say  that  they  shall 
bear  six  per  cent! — You  leave  it  all  to  speculation — 
all  to  chance — you  know  it  .will  be  a spurious,  not 
a bona  fide,  currency — nor  with  a bona  fide  purpose. 

How  can  state-rights  men  reconcile  their  support 
of  this  measure  with  their  notions  of  strict  con- 
struction? How  can  they  reconcile  it  to  them- 
selves and  to  consistency,  to  support  a measure 
which  violates  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  by  authorizing  an  officer  of  govern- 
ment to  issue  paper  for  money,  which  paper  is  not 
to  be  redeemed?  And  the  holder  of  this  paper  has 
no  power  to  coerce,  by  lavv,  specie  at  pleasure  from 
the  government— when  the  same  government  co- 
erces the  very  holder  of  this  money,  to  pay  it  only 
in  gold  or  silver.  A system  of  greater  oppression 
and  tyranny  could  not  be  easily  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man.  You  tell  the  creditors  of  the  govern- 
ment, you  must  take  treasury  notes— or  take  noth- 
ing! You  then  tell  them,  you  will  not  pay  them 
what  is  due  them  for  twelve  months  thereafter! — nor 
do  you  give  them  an  earnest  that  you  will  pay  them 
then.  You  tell  them  in  the  meantime,  that  you 
will  exact  at  the  moment  that  any  individual  should 
owe  the  government,  gold  orsilver — if  it  is  not  forth- 
coming, you  will  order  your  attorney  and  your 
marshal  to  sacrifice  their  property,  and,  peradven- 
ture,  consign  them  to  prison. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for 
every  possible  emergency.  You  can  raise  revenues 
.upon  importations;  it  takes  the  power  from  the 
states;  you  can  raise  revenue  by  direct  taxation. 
II  you  do  not  choose  to  use  these  powers,  you  have 
the  express,  not  implied  power  given  you  to  borrow 
-money  to  pay  your  dets,  or  for  any  other  purpose. 
Here  you  have  a legitimate,  constitutional  source 
■from  which  you  can  raise  revenue  or  money. 

One  gentleman  who  advocated  this  bill,  said, 
that  the  power  to  authorize  treasury  cotes,  was  not 
inhibited  by  the  constitution — that  gentleman  has 
given  a new  reading  to  that  instrument.  The  consti- 
tution informs  us  that  powers  not  given  to  con- 
gress by  that  instrument,  are.denyed  to  it--are  ve- 


served  to  the  states  and  the  people  of  the  states; 
power  that  is  not  expressly  given  or  clearly  im- 
plied, is  prohibited.  This  is  a government  of  limi- 
tations, of  checks  and  balances,  and  nowhere  can 
be  found  the  authority,  under  the  constitution  which 
you  propose  to  invest  to  the  discretion  of  the  secre- 
tary ot  the  treasury. 

You  are  about  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a cur- 
rency, which  you  are  convinced  will  fluctuate  in 
the  market.  How  then  can  it  be  a true  standard, 
and  test  of  value?  One  gentleman  says,  that  trea- 
sury certificates  are  below  par,  another  at  a pre- 
mium. It  is  certain  they  cannot  be  converted  into 
specie  at  par;  and  I call  nothing  at  par  that  cannot, 
at  the  will  of  the  holder,  be  converted  into  specie. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  has  informed  the  committee  that  treasury 
certificates  fell  as  much  as  4 per  cent,  in  one  day  in 
New  York.  Is  not  this  a delightful  currency  that 
is  subject  to  such  rapid  depreciation  or  apprecia- 
tion in  a single  day?  This  is  the  currency  which 
your  government  sends  forth  among  the  people. 
The  holder  of  it  may  lose  four  per  cent,  upon  it  in 
six  hours  after  he  receives  it  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury!!! 

This  plan  of  government  paper  was  tried  by  the 
French  government  under  the  auspicss  of  the  fa- 
mous Mr.  Law,  and  nearly  ruined  that  nation. 
You  are  trying  it  now  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Gouge,  and  will  not  be  willing  to  abandon  it  until 
you  "bankrupt  half  of  the  people.  You  lay  your 
foundation  upon  issues  of  ten  millions,  and  by  and 
by  you  will  desire  to  enlarge  it  to  an  hundred  mil- 
lions. You  refrain  from  restricting  the  secretary, 
and  may  have  reasons  in  your  bosoms  which  you 
are  unwilling  to  articulate.  Yes,  sir,  to  redeem 
these  notes,  may  create  a pressure,  and  then  you 
may  think  it  advisable  to  enlarge  the  issue.  Such 
contingencies  may  arise. 

Only  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Thomas)  who  has  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  has  taken  the  open  and  distinct 
ground,  frankly  and  fairly  to  call  this  measure,  in 
direct  terms,  a loan.  He  say3  that  the  government 
must  resort  to  either  an  indirect  or  direct  loan.  I 
differ  with  him  in  this — I am  in  favor  of  a direct 
loan — he  is  for  what  he  regards  an  indirect  loan. 
This  currency  which  you  propose  to  issue  will 
never  enter  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try. If  you  borrow  money,  (at  the  same  time 
create  a sinking  fund),  and  pay  your  debts  with  it, 
it  will  diffuse  itself  through  the  interior,  and  will 
enter  into  the  general  circulation  of  each  state  and 
neighborhood. 

I cannot  disabuse  my  mind  from  the  belief  that 
this  is  designed  as  the  mere  incipient  step  of  a vast 
executive  bank.  Why  will  not  gentlemen  vote  for 
the  amendment — those  who  are  in  favor  of  divorcing 
the  government  from  the  people  and  the  govern- 
ment from  all  banks?  Why  not  vote  for  selling 
these  bonds? — why  keep  up  this  quasi  connection 
between  the  government  and  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States?  Are  these  bonds  to  be  kept  as  kites  ho- 
vering over  the  bank?  are  they  to  be  held  in  terro- 
rem  over  the  bank  to  prevent  it  from  enlarging  its 
business,  and  relieving  the  people?  Are  they  to  be 
kept  until  some  hoped-for  emergency,  when  you 
can  make  a sudden  call  on  the  bank,  in  hopes  of 
dishonoring  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad? 

England  restrains,  yet  fosters  her  bank  credit. 
In  this  country  the  executive  wages  a war  of  exter- 
mination against  all  banks  and  the  credit  system. 
One  ignorant  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
would  think,  to  hear  some  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  speak,  that  they  are  the  most  corrupt 
people  in  the  world — that  they  could  be  brought 
up  by  banks  like  live  stock  in  the  market. 

All  this  is  done  for  effect — those  w ho  use  the  as- 
sertion do  not  bdieve  it.  Representatives  here 
may  judge  of  the  people  by  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. I am  willing  that  each  representative  may 
make  his  constituents  as  corrupt  and  corruptible  as 
may  suit  his  fancy.  But  I beg  the  representatives 
on  this  flooi  not  to  lay  their  venue  in  the  district 
which  I have  the  honor  to  represent.  I deny  that 
they  can  be  bought  by  either  the  bank  or  the  go- 
vernment. But  all  such  arguments  are  but  the 
stale  cant  of  designing  men,  who  like  to  pander  to 
vile  prejudices. 

The  greatest  temptation  under  our  government, 
is  office.  It  is  an  inherent  principle  in  human  na- 
ture to  desire  to  be  entrusted  with  office — to  have  a 
little  brief  authority.  Hence  the  great  desire  of  the 
executive  to  have  its  powers  enlarged.  I war 
openly  against  inordinate  executive  power.  I am 
opposed  lo  improper  executive  power  in  the  federal 
government.  I have  been  and  am  opposed  to  it  in 
my  own  state.  I have  been  consistent  if  I have 
not  been  successful.  Because  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
my  own  party  in  Maryland,  I khave  not  been  con- 
vinced that  it  was  right  for  that  reason.  I have  op- 
posed a miserable  edict  issued  by  the  executive  of 


Maryland,  which  he  called  a proclamation,  and 
which  did  not  contain  scarcely  one  sound  principle 
of  republicanism — which  went  the  whole’iength  of 
denying  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  their  consti- 
tution. And  for  this  opposition  I was  called  a dema- 
gogue. Yes,  sir,  the  greatest  m the  state,  excepting 
a colleague  on  this  floor. 

[Here  Mr.  Johnson  was  interrupted  by  Mr. 
Jenifer,  who  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Johnson, 
was  discussing  subjects  which  were  irrelevant  to 
that  under  debate.] 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed.  He  said  that  he  was  the 
last  man  to  wound  the  tender  ears  of  his  colleague. 
He  knew  that  he  was  a gentleman  of  delicate 
nerves,  and  tender  conscience  on  this  subject.  That 
gentleman  may  reason  by  induction;  I perhaps  ar- 
gue by  analogy — at  any  rate,  I will  not  desire  to  be 
a copyist  of  my  able  colleague.  But  he  could  not 
but  express  his  surprise  that  that  gentlemen  should 
call  him  to  order  for  alluding  to  a subject  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  discussed  at  great  length  in 
this  hall  at  the  last  session.  Yes,  sir,  the  only  speech 
which  I have  ever  seen  piinted  of  my  honorable 
colleague,  was  a speech  he  made  against  reform  in 
Maryland;  which  may  account,  very  rationally,  w by 
that  question  is  so  much  stronger  in  Maryland  since. 
And  if  he  will  favor  this  house  with  another,  I will 
promise  to  listen  with  much  less  disquietude  than 
that  gentleman  has  evinced.  I may  imitate  him  in 
one  respect,  and,  perhaps,  I may  be  speaking  now 
as  the  gentleman  was  speaking  then,  for  home  con- 
sumption. [Confusion  and  great  laughter.  The 
chair  called  the  house  to  order,  and  begged  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  to  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  subject  under  discussion.]  Mr.  Johnson  re- 
sumed. You  are  correct,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  calling 
the  house  and  myself  to  order — and  in  calling  the 
house  to  order  first — for  there  is  more  disorder  with 
the  house  than  with  myself — [lenevved  laughter 
and  excitement.]  But  I will  relieve  Ihe  house  and 
you,  Mr.  Chairman.  This  is  mere  episode.  I 
wish  to  see  reform  triumph  in  Maryland,  and  I wish 
to  see  it  triumph  in  Washington,  and  there  is  great 
necessity  for  it  in  both  cases.  And  hence  it  is  that 
I oppose  the  bill  on  the  table;  for  lhat  reason  I shall 
vote  for  the  amendment.  If  the  bank  is  the  horrid 
monster  you  say  it  is,  why  not  divorce  yourself 
from  it?  If  it  is  as  vile  and  corrupt  as  you  say  it  is, 
why  do  you  insist  upon  the  connection?  I wish  the 
bonds  to  be  sold  to  benefit  the  emergencies  of  the 
government;  also  that  gentlemen  may  rest  upon 
their  pillows,  so  that  this  spectre  bank  may  no 
longer  haunt  their  imaginations. 

I have  another  objection  to  the  bill.  No  time  is 
specified  for  issuing  these  treasury  notes;  he  may 
issue  part  this  year,  part  the  next;  his  discretion  is 
to  be  the  only  law.  You  give  him  the  power  also 
to  effect  loans  if  he  connot  redeem  the  treasury 
notes.  In  other  words,  you  give  the  secretary  all 
the  legislative  power  which  you  possess  under  the 
constitution,  and  you  give  him  jiower  to  do  that 
which,  under  the  constitution,  congress  has  no 
power  to  do. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  11.  Mr.  Bayard,  senator  from  Dela- 
ware, Mr.  Rvggles,  from  Maine,  and  Mr.  Spence, 
from  Maryland,  appeared  to-day  and  took  then- 
seats. 

Mr.  MeKean  presented  a memorial  from  sundry- 
eminent  jurists  and  other  distinguished  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  congress  to  pass  a law  (simi- 
lar to  that  now  in  force  in  Pennsylvania)  dispensing 
with  public  executions,  and  requiring  the  marshals 
of  the  United  Slates  to  have  the  sentence  put  in 
force  in  the  prison  yards  upon  all  those  hereafter 
condemned  to  death  under  Ihe  United  States  laws; 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  memorial  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  names  attached  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  from  indi- 
viduals were  presented — among  them  the  following 
presented  by  Mr.  TaUmadge. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialist,  a citizen  of  New  Yrork,  re- 
spectfully represents:  That  by  a law  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  passed  on  the  2(5th  day  of  April,  1831, 
it  is  enacted  “that  no  person  shall  be  arrested  or 
imprisoned  on  any  civil  process  issuing  out  of  any 
court  of  law,  or  on  any  execution  issuing  out  of  any 
court  of  equity,  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  instituted 
for  the  recovery  of  any  money  due  upon  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  founded  upon  contract,  or  due  upon 
any  contract  express  or  implied,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  any  damages  for  the  non-performance  of  any 
contract.” 

. By  this  law  the  state  of  New  York  has  asserted 
the  rights  of  her  citizens,  and  deprived  the  Elite 
courts  of  the  power  to  order  an  arrest  for  debt. 
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Notwithstanding  this  unequivocal  expression  of 
opinion,  the  United  States  courts  still  continue  to 
infringe  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  the  free  people 
•of  this  state,  by  causing  them  to  be  arrested  upon 
allegations  of  debt. 

An  anomaly  is  thus  presented,  of  a court  exer- 
cising powers  of  the  most  oppressive  character, 
within  the  limits  of  a sovereign  state,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  its  expressed  will,  and  for  the  exclusive 
■benefit  of  the  residents  of  other  stales. 

It  is  unnecessary  and  would  beimproperto address 
an  argument  to  so  enlightened  a body,  to  prove  the 
impolicy  and  injustice  of  laws  which  subject  the 
liberty  of  one  citizen  to  the  malice  and  caprice  of 
another,  without  requiring  an  allegation  that  an 
offence  against  the  majesty  of  the  Taws  has  been 
or  will  be  committed.  And  it  is  equally  unneces- 
sary to  assert  that  every  sovereign  state  should 
be  permitted  to  possess  laws,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  which  shall  bear  equally  upon  all 
its  citizens. 

Believing  that  congress  will  not  intentionally  in- 
flict an  injury  upon  any  member  of  the  union,  and 
being  convinced  that  the  grievance  hepe  presented 
is  of  great  magnitude,  and  can  be  easily  removed, 
your  memorialist  would  respectfully  request  that 
the  laws  be  so  amended  as  to  require  the  United 
States  courts  to  conform,  in  all  civil  suits,  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  which  they  are  located,  or  that 
the  said  courts,  in  all  the  states,  be  prohibited  from 
issuing  process  to  arrest  or  imprison  for  debt. 
Your  petitioner  will  ever,  &c. 

SILAS  M.  STILWELL. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  in  presenting  this  petition,  he 
felt  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  that  the  petitioner 
was  a gentleman  of  high  standing  and  character  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  No  one  in  the  union  had, 
probably,  given  more  consideration  to  the  subject 
of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  than  he.  He 
was  for  several  years  a distinguished  member  of  the 
New  York  legislature,  and  in  1831  succeeded  by 
his  untiring  exertions,  in  carrying  through  that  body 
the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  that 
state.  Since  the  passage  of  that  act  no  person  can 
be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  any  debt  founded  upon 
contract,  by  any  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts 
of  the  state  of  New  York.  Still  her  citiz-ns  are 
liable  to  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  on  civil  pro- 
cess issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  that  the  people  of  the  state  have, 
in  their  sovereign  capacity,  declared  it  the  relic  of 
a barbarous  age.  Many  of  her  citizens  are  now 
suffering  imprisonment  under  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  they  could  not  be  subjected  to  by 
the  laws  of  the  state.  The  laws  of  the  state,  too, 
are,  in  some  cases,  virtually  abrogated.  A credi- 
tor, in  order  to  subject  his  debtor  to  imprisonment, 
has  merely  to  take  up  his  temporary  residence  in 
an  adjoining  State,  and  thus  avail  himself  of  the 
process  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  accom- 
plish a purpose  which  he  could  not  do  as  a resident 
of  the  state.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  informed  that 
there  were  many  cases  of  this  description,  where 
the  law  of  the  state  is  thus  evaded,  and  cases,  too, 
of  extreme  hardship.  Aside  from  this,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  thought  imprisonment  for  debt  wrong  in  princi- 
ple, and  that  it  ought  to  be  abolished  by  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  related  to  civil  process  of  their  own 
courts.  At  all  events,  that  their  process  should  be 
made  to  conform,  in  this  respect,  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  where  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished. 
Thus  much  the  petitioner  asks,  if  congress  is  un- 
willing to  go  farther. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden,  (amended  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Grundy  :) 

Resolved  by  the  senate,  That  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  this 
house  the  amount  of  postage  which  has  accrued 
from  the  express  mail  since  its  first  establishment, 
under  the  act  of  1836,  [discriminating  between] 
that  portion  of  it  paid  by  the  government  or  any 
department  or  office  thereof,  and  that  paid  by  pri- 
vate individuals;  and  to  report  also  the  total  amount 
of  cost  or  expense  incurred  by  the  government  in 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  said  express 
mail  from  its  origin  ; 

And  also  to  report  w'hat  will  be  the  annual  cost 
of  said  establishment  as  it  now  exists,  and  accord- 
ing to  existing  contracts  and  arrangements  ; 

[And  also  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of  pro- 
posed extensions  not  yet  contracted  for ; and  upon 
what  routes  the  said  mail  is  now  carried.] 

Adopted  by  consent. 

By  Mr.  Benton: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  report  such 
bills  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  improve  the 
condition  thereof  in  said  District. 

Adopted  by  consent. 


By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a new  land  district  in  the  state  of  Alaba- 
ma, to  embrace  the  territory  ceded  under  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Adopted  by 
consent. 

By  Mr.  Rives: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia.  Adopted  by  consent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled,  “an 
act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States”  as  to  provide  that  the  circuit  court  for  the 
seventh  circuit  be  held  hereafter  at  Indianapolis,  in 
the  state  of  Indiana,  on  the  first  Monday  in  June 
and  December  in  each  year. 

Mr.  Davis,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  author- 
ize the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  pub- 
lic vessels  to  cruise  on  the  coast  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, and  to  relieve  distressed  navigators. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  this  was  the  same  bill  which 
passed  the  senate  at  the  last  regular  session,  and  was 
prevented  from  passing  the  other  house  by  the  great 
mass  of  other  business  pressing  upon  it.  He  urged 
the  expediency  of  early  action  upon  it,  as  the  winter 
was  now  at  hand,  arid  all  were  acquainted  with  the 
great  loss  of  lives  and  property  caused  by  vessels 
being  detained  long  at  sea  by  the  weather — getting 
out  of  provisions,  and  having  their  crews  exhausted, 
so  as  not  to  be  able  to  navigate  their  vessels.  To 
remedy  which  two  evils  was  chiefly  the  object  of 
the  bill.  It  was  regarded  by  many  as  an  important 
act  of  humanity  as  well  as  of  policy,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  receive  the  prompt  action  of  both  houses. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  by  consent,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  act  of  July,  1836,  and  all  other 
laws,  as  authorize  the  postmaster  general  to  establish 
and  maintain  an  express  mail.  Read  twice,  by  con- 
sent, and  referred. 

Mr.  Lyon,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  granting  to 
the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  a quarter  section  of  land,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Also,  a bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in 
Michigan. 

Also,  a bill  providing  for  the  issuing  of  patents  to 
certain  lands  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  Severally 
read  twice,  by  consent,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  bill  referred  to 
them  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Towne;  for  the  relief 
of  Erastus  and  Thaddeus  Fairbanks;  and  for  allow- 
ing drawbacks  on  cordage  made  from  foreign  hemp. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire  in  New  York.  Read  and  ordered 
to  a second  reading. 

The  chair  presented  a report  from  the  post  office 
depaitment,  of  the  expenditures  on  the  contingent 
fund  for  1837.  Referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins, 

Ordered,  That  the  chair  appoint,  on  the  part  of 
the  senate,  a joint  library  committee. 

Messrs.  Robbins,  Allen  and  Wall,  were  appointed 
on  said  committee. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a new  land  office  in  the 
Cherokee  district  in  Alabama,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  then 

Adjourned. 

December  12.  Mr.  Cuthbert,  of  Geo.  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

A number  of  private  petitions  and  memorials 
were  presented  and  referred,  which  will  be  noticed 
when  they  come  before  the  senate  for  its  decision. 

Mr.  King  asked  and  obtaineil  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  district  courts  of  Alabama,” 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  asked  ami  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
therein  named.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Grundy,  in  pursuance  of  notice  yesterday, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  alter 
and  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  ceitain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  approved  30th 
April,  1790.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  re- 
ported with  amendments,  a bill  to  ascertain  and  de- 
termine the  boundary  line  between  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritory and  the  state  of  Michigan.  Read  tw  ice,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 


ported a bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  public  vessels  to  cruise  upon 
the  coasts  in  the  w inter  season  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tressed mariners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  bill  was  taken  up 
immediately,  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  re- 
ported a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
John  J.  Bulow,  a sufferer  by  the  Seminote  Indians 
in  Florida. 

Mr.  King  inquired  whether  a commission  now 
sitting  to  ascertain  the  claims  in  Florida  cases  had 
made  any  report;  as  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr-  K.) 
improper  to  legislate  on  special  cases  pending  the 
sitting  of  such  a general  commission. 

Mr.  Hubburd  believed  that  no  report  had  yet  been 
made  by  that  commission;  the  present  case,  how- 
ever, he  thought  to  be  one  loudly  calling  for  com- 
pensation. The  bill  and  report  accompanying  it 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clayton  offered  a resolution  inquiring  into* 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a port  of  entry  at 
Newcastle,  Delaware. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  a resolution  instructing 
the  committee  on  pensions  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  pension  law  relating  to 
widows. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to-morrow  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for 
the  security  of  the  copy-right  of  foreign,  authors. 

Mr.  Nowell  offered  a resolution  forincreasing  the- 
salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

A report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  cov- 
ering a report  from  professor  Hassler,  relating  to 
weights  and  measures,  was  presented  from  the  chair. 

Also,  a report  from  the  same  department,  relating 
to  the  erection  ol  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi;  which 
reports  w'ere  respectively  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  13.  Mr.  Southard,  senator  from  New 
Jersey,  and  Mr.  Black,  from  Mississippi,  appeared 
to-day  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  and  Mr.  Lumpkin,  of 
Georgia,  also  appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Several  messages,  in  writing,  were  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  through  Mr.  A: 
Van  Buren,  his  private  secretary.  Two  of  these 
related  to  claims  on  Mexico,  and  to  the  ship  Mary, 
of  Baltimore,  the  rest  were  executive. 

Among  a number  of  memorials,  &c.  presented, 
was  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Lyon:  The  memorial  of  a public  meeting 
in  the  west,  (place  not  heard),  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a new  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
the  granting  of  certain  pre-emption  rights;  and  the 
settlement  of  certain  boundaries. 

By  Mr.  Tipton: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  senate  copies  of  instruc- 
tions transmitted  from  that  department  to  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  public  lands,  in  relation  to 
pre-emption  rights,  and  to  the  species  of  land  titles 
called  floats. 

Mr.  'King, on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  encourage 
the  employ  merit  of  boys  in  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  au- 
thorize the  relief  of  invalid  pensioners  in  certain 
cases.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Young,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  autho- 
rize soldiers  in  the  late  war  to  surrender  their  boun- 
ty lands,  and  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  Richard  W. 
Meade.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

Also,  a bill  extending  copy-rights  to  foreign  au- 
thors. Read  twice  and  referred, 

Mr.  Lyon,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin. 

Also,  a bill  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  Wisconsin.  Severally  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  an  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  currency  of  this  District,  reported  a bill 
for  the  suppression  of  small  notes  in  the  District, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  (when  the  bill  was  about 
to  be  read  bv  its  title),  said  he  hoped  the  bill  itself 
would  be  read.  It  related  to  the  currency,  and 
every  question  on  that  subject  was  of  deep  interest. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time,  and  the  question 
stated  whether  it  should  be  ordered  to  a second 
reading. 
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Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  be  triad  to  know  a little 
about  the  history  of  this  bill  ot  pains  and  penalties 
in  relation  to  the  District.  He  would  be  glad  to  be 
informed  if  the  committee  was  full  when  it  was 
framed,  or  what  was  the  number  present. 

Mr.  Wright.  said  he  did  not  expect  the  bill  to  be 
read  a second  time  this  morning.  There  were  three 
members  present,  all  of  whom  concurred  in  the  bill. 
It  was  a precise  copy  of  the  one  passed  by  the  senate 
at  the  last  session,  and  laid  on  the  table  of  the  other 
house. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  chair  presented,  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, a report  from  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  500  extra  copies  were 
ordered  for  the  use  of  the  land  office. 

Also  a report  from  the  navy  department;  with  an 
abstract  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  depart- 
ment for  1836-7. 

A heavy  mass  of  documents  in  relation  to  the  sei- 
zure and  sequestration,  by  the  Dutch,  of  the  ship 
Mary  and  cargo,  of  Baltimore,  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the 
message  and  documents  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
our  citizens  on  Mexico. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  president  to  cause  pub 
lie  vessels  to  cruise  on  the  coast  in  winter,  and  re- 
lieve distressed  navigators,  was  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  New  York; 

And  the  bill  allowing  drawbacks  on  cordage  made 
from  foreign  hemp,  were  severally  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  14.  Mr.  Preston  took  his  seat  in  the 
senate  this  morning. 

The  president  communicated  reports  from  the 
treasury  department  and  from  the  secretary  of  state; 
the  former  relating  to  the  erection  of  light  houses, 
the  latter  to  the  registry  of  seamen;  which  were  re- 
ferred, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A large  number  of  private  petitions  were  present- 
ed and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Davis  inquired  if  there  was  any  committee 
on  enrolled  bills,  as  there  were  bills  from  the  house 
to  he  referred  to  such  committee. 

There  being  no  such  committee,  by  consent,  the 
chair  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  same. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Meade,  or  East;  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  Grundy,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  in  amend- 
ment of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States. 

Also  a bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  offices 
in  that  part  of  Wisconsin  territory  lying  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Ruggles  offered  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  war  for  the  communication  of  certain 
surveys  on  the  Atlantic  coast;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Allen,  on  leave,  offered  a joint  resolution  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  the  election  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States.  Read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee of  nine,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  a resolution  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Arkansas,  asking  appropriations  for  a line 
of  fortifications  to  be  established  on  the  western 
frontier  of  that  state. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire  in  New  York,  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  (Mr. 
Wright  assenting),  was  laid  for  the  present  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill  allowing  draw- 
backs on  cordage  made  from  imported  hemp,  hav- 
ing been  read  a third  time,  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, with  a view  to  extend  the  benefit  of  its 
provisions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Towne  was 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  and  Thad- 
deus  Fairbanks. 

[They  were  both  subsequently  read  a third  time, 
and  passed.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  bill  to  suppress  small 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, having  been  taken  up,  was  made  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  J.  Bu- 
low  was  considered,  explained  and  advocated  by  Mr. 


Hubbard,  opposed  by  Messrs.  King,  Davis,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  and  Niles;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table  lor  further  information. 

The  bill  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  was  consi- 
dered, amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard  rose,  and  said  that  at  the  last  regular 
session  of  congress  he  had  presented  the  resolution 
of  the  state  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  re- 
present, against  the  defacement  of  the  journal  by 
wha-  has  been  commonly  called  the  expunging  re- 
solution, and  at  the  time  gave  notice  that  he  should 
at  the  ensuing  session,  and  so  long  as  he  had  the 
honor  ol  a seat  here,  contend  against  that  measure. 
When  he  gave  that  notice,  appearances  were  much 
against  the  probability  of  success,  hut  the  dawn  of 
a brighter  and  better  day  had  broken  upon  us,  which 
led  him  to  hope  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose 
was  near  at  hand.  The  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  had,  in  the  benevolence  of  his 
feelings,  wdien  he  (Mr.  Bayard)  announced  his  in- 
tention of  introducing  a rescinding  resolution  at  the 
last  session,  expressed  the  hope  that  he  might  live 
to  see  its  adoption,  meaning,  no  doubt,  to  bestow 
upon  him  a lengthened  term  of  existence,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  complaisance  in  which  a 
Spaniard  wishes  you  may  live  a thousand  years. 
But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  have 
his  life  cut  short  as  speedily  as  it  was  now  probable 
that  event  would  occur. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  merely  to  re- 
scind the  expunging  resolution,  without  professing 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  original 
resolution  of  1834.  He  contended  against  the  right 
of  expunction,  and  his  purpose  was  solemnly  to 
disavow  that  principle.  He  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution which  he  now  presented  might  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  B.  then  ottered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution: 

Whereas  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  functions  as  a deliberative  assembly, 
did,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both.” 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  I6th  day 
of  January,  1837,  the  senate,  in  reference  to  the 
above  resolution,  adopted  another  as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
secretary  of  the  senate,  at  such  time  as  the  senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  session  of  1833-’4  into  the  senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  the  words  following:  expunged  by 
order  of  the  senate  this  16th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1837.” 

And  whereas  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  requires  that  each  house  of  con- 
gress shall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceedings,  mean- 
ing thereby  to  preserve  a faithful  and  permanent 
record  of  those  proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
cial functions,  has  the  inherent  right,  as  a delibera- 
tive assembly,  to  express  its  opinions,  which  can 
be  done  only  by  resolutions: 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  which  thus  expressed, 
become  part  of  its  proceedings,  of  which  the  con- 
stitution provides  that  a permanent  record  shall  be 
kept: 

And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1837,  and  the  act  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate 
in  compliance  with  it,  was  a violation  of  the  con- 
stitution, inasmuch  as,  in  legal  contemplation,  it 
destroyed,  and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record  of  the 
proceeding  to  which  it  referred;  wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  commonly  called  the  expunging  reso- 
lution, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded,  and 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  held  as  naught;  and  that, 
in  all  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  jour- 
nal which  contains  the  resolution  of  1833-’4,  and 
in  all  copies  which  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the 
same,  for  any  official  or  legal  purpose,  the  said  re- 
solution of  1833- ’4  shall  be  published  and  copied 
as  it  was  originally  entered  upon  the  said  journal, 
without  any  notice  whatever  of  the  superscription, 
which  was  erroneously,  irregularly,  and  unconsti- 
tutionally made,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  16th  of  January,  1837. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bayard,  said  he 
thought  the  gentleman  desired  a very  long  existence 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  if  he  wished  to  live  till  the  re- 
solution presented  by  him  should  be  adopted  by  this 


body.  He  had  said  that  he  would  not  be  content  to 
die  so  soon  as  this  object  should  be  accomplished: 
but  though  Mr.  B.  wished  him  long  life  and  pros- 
perity, he  could  not  desire  him  to  live  so  long,  un- 
less endured  with  perpetual  youth.  The  gentle- 
man says  the  dawn  is  breaking  upon  him.  There 
are  indeed  some  flitting  clouds  resting  upon  our 
prospects  in  the  north;  but  hope  is  beaming  on  us 
from  the  sunny  climes  of  the  south.  He  and  his 
friends  are  encouraged,  and  I would  let  them  hope 
on:  but,  unless  I am  much  mistaken,  there  will 
soon  come  a killing  frost  from  the  north  that  will 
extinguish  all  their  hopes.  Mr.  B.  said  he  should 
not  have  made  even  these  few  remaiks  on  the  sub- 
ject, had  it  not  been  for  the  gentleman’s  alluding  to 
a playful  remark  of  his  own. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  11.  The  following  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

From  New  York,  Hiram  Gray. 

From  Pennsylvania,  Charles  McClure  ana  Charles 
Ogle. 

From  Georgia,  Jesse  F.  Cleveland. 

From  Kentuclcy,  John  Pope. 

From  Alabama,  Joshua  L.  Martin. 

The  following  standing  committees  for  the  ses- 
sion w’ere  announced,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  ol 
the  house  on  the  7th  inst. 

Elections.  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Griffin,  Hawkins, 
Kilgore,  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  Towns,  Bronson, 
Pennybacker,  and  Hastings. 

Ways  and  means.  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Me- 
Kim,  Hamer,  Sergeant,  Jones,  of  Virginia,  Fletch- 
er, of  Massachusetts,  Atherton,  Haynes,  and 
Rencher. 

Claims.  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  Cham- 
bers, Darlington,  Russell,  Campbell,  of  Tennes- 
see, Clark,  Carter,  of  Maine,  Stuart,  and  Williams, 
of  New  Hampshire. 

Commerce.  Messrs.  Smith,  Phillips,  Cushman, 
DeGraff,  Toland,  Curtis,  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
Worthington,  and  Hunter,  of  Ohio. 

Public  lands.  Messrs.  Boon,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  Lincoln,  Casey,  Chapman,  Harrison,  Yell, 
Shields,  and  Gholson. 

Post  office  and  post  roads.  Messrs.  Montgome- 
ry, Briggs,  Hall,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  Calhoon,  of 
Kentucky,  Towns,  Duncan,  and  Palmer. 

District  of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Bouldin,  Jenifer, 
Daw'son,  Prentiss,  Hawkins,  Beirne,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, of  Tennessee,  Davee,  and  Petrikin. 

Judiciary.  Messrs.  Thomas,  Robertson,  Tou- 
cey,  Corwin,  Garland,  of  Virginia,  Bruyn,  S.  W. 
Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Turney,  and  Cilley. 

Revolutionary  claims.  Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Craig,  Underwood,  Taliaferro,  Pannenter,  Har- 
per, Birdsall,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  J.  L.  Williams,  of  Tennessee. 

Public  expenditures.  Messrs.  Haley,  Alexander, 
Titus,  Stratton,  Rumsey,  Fletcher,  of  Vermont, 
Crockett,  Patterson,  and  Sheffer. 

Private  land  claims.  Messrs.  May,  Calhoun,  of 
Massachusetts,  Lawler,  Harlan,  Beatty,  Rariden, 
Leadbetter,  Loomis,  and  Cheatham. 

Manufactures.  Messrs.  Adams,  Webster,  Slade, 
Biddle,  Tillinghast,  Vail,  Naylor,  Foster,  and  Hun- 
ter, of  Virginia. 

Agriculture.  Messrs.  Deberry,  Logan,  Phelps, 
Weeks,  Spencer,  Noyes,  Davies,  Randolph,  and 
Stone. 

Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Bell,  Everett,  Chaney, 
Parker,  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  Murray  of 
Kentucky,  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  Crary  and 
Pennybacker. 

Military  affairs.  Messrs.  McKay,  Coles,  Gren- 
nell.  Miller,  Rives,  Kemble,  Mason,  of  Ohio,  Mc- 
Clellan, of  Tennessee,  and  Halstead. 

Militia.  Messrs.  Wagener,  Carter,  of  Tennes- 
see, Holt,  Allen,  of  Ohio,  Griffin,  Gallup,  Dunn, 
Southgate,  and  Dennis. 

Naval  affairs.  Messrs.  Ingham,  Milligan,  Reed, 
Wise,  Grantland,  Moore,  Kilgore,  Paynter,  and 
Anderson. 

Foreign  affairs.  Messrs.  Howard,  Cushing, 
Jackson,  of  Georgia,  Droingoole,  Claiborne,  Fair- 
field,  Patton,  Legare,  and  Hoffman. 

Territories  Messrs.  Bronson,  Potts,  Pearce, 
Borden,  Jones,  of  New  York,  Farrington,  White, 
of  Kentucky,  Hammond,  and  C.  Shepard,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Revolutionary  pensions.  Messrs.  Morgan,  Klin- 
gei’sinith.  Bond,  Fry,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Sibley. 
Ewing.  Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut,  and  Childs. 

Invalid  pensions.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Williams,  of 
Kentucky,  Allen,  of  Vermont,  McClellan,  of  New 
York,  Herod,  Stanly,  Mallory,  Aycrigg,  and  Plumer 

Roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Mercer,  Evans,  Me- 
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Kerman,  Snyder,  Fillmore,  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
White,  of  Indiana,  Graves  and  Grant. 

Patents.  Messrs.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  Phelps, 
Menefee,  Bicknell,  M.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Public  buildings  and  grounds.  Messrs.  Lincoln, 
Legare,  Pratt,  Mercer,  and  Jackson,  of  Georgia. 

Revisaland  unfinished  business.  Messrs.  Sheplor, 
of  Ohio,  Noble,  Southgate,  Henry,  and  Peck. 

Accounts.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  John- 
son, of  Maryland,  S.  W.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Bicknell,  and  Hawes. 

Mileage.  Messrs.  Dawson,  Howard,  Briggs, 
Miller,  and  Claiborne. 

The  following  committees  appointed  last  session, 
stand  through  the  congress: 

On  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  state. 
Messrs.  M.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  of 
New  York,  Sheplor,  of  Ohio,  Yorke,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Andrews,  of  New  York. 

On  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  the  trea- 
sury. Messrs.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Shetfer,  ol 
Pennsylvania,  Aycrigg,  of  New  Jersey,  Gray,  ol 
New  York,  Holsey,  of  Georgia. 

On  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  war. 
Messrs.  Clowney,  of  South  Carolina,  Vanderveer, 
of  New  York,  Holt,  of  Connecticut,  Morris,  of 
Ohio,  Marvin,  of  New  York. 

On  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  the  navy. 
Messrs.  Brodhead,  of  New  York,  Maxwell,  of  New 
Jersey,  Goode,  of  Ohio,  Edwards,  of  New  York, 
Graham,  of  Indiana. 

On  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of  the  post 
office.  Messrs.  Childs,  of  New  York,  Dennis,  of 
Maryland,  Hawes,  of  Kentucky,  Gallup,  of  New 
York,  Plumer,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  expenditures  on  the  public  buildings.  Messrs. 
Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina,  Cranston,  of  Rhode 
Island,  Menefee,  of  Kentucky,  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
Ridgway,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  com- 
pose the  joint  library  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
house:  Messrs.  Patton,  Pope,  and  McClure. 

[The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate  con- 
sists of  Messrs.  Robbins,  Allen,  and  Wall.] 

The  chair  announced  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 
would  cal!  the  states  in  order  for  the  presentation 
of  petitions. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  accompanied 
by'  a report  from  the  superintendent  of  coast  sur- 
veys; which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce. 

The  chair  also  presented  a communication  lrom 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  responding  to  a call 
of  this  house  in  February  last,  on  the  subject  of 
establishing  a system  of  telegraphs. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  observed  that  the  speak- 
er having  announced  his  intention  of  delerring  the 
call  of  the  states  for  petitions  until  to-morrow,  he 
would  avail  himself  of  the  moment  to  present  a list 
of  claims  heretofore  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims,  reported  upon  favorably,  but 
not  finally  acted  on,  which  he  should  move  to  take 
from  the  files,  and  refer  appropriately,  in  order  that 
something  might  be  done  by  that  committee,  to  be 
in  readiness  to  be  acted  on  by  the  house  on  Friday 
next,  (the  day  in  each  week  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  claims.)  Mr.  W.  then  mov- 
ed to  refer  to  the  committee  of  claims  the  memo- 
rials of  the  following  persons,  presented  hereto- 
fore, viz. 

Gen.  A.  Macomb;  Samuel  Sanderson;  Ebenezer 

A.  Lester;  Jesse  E.  Dow;  Edward  Burges;  Daniel 
T.  Patterson;  Win.  Bailey,  surviving  partner  of 
Bailey  & Delord;  John  McCarty;  William  H.  Bell; 
representatives  of  David  Caldwell;  Benjamin  H. 
Mackall;  James  J.  Patterson;  Daniel  Davis;  James 
Baker;  representatives  of  Roswell  Lee;  Thomas  F. 
McCanless;  Joseph  Hall;  Jonathan  Davis;  Albion 
T.  Crow;  Wm.  R.  Taylor,  administrator  of  Jona- 
than Taylor;  representatives  of  John  Adjoins;  re- 
presentatives of  Thos.  W.  Bacot;  Allen  R.  Moore; 
Elias  Johns;  Jap.  McMahon;  Sarah  Murphy;  Abra- 
ham Lansing;  Thomas  J.  Lawler  and  Smith  M. 
Miles;  Nicholas  Hedges;  Presley  N.  O’Bannon; 
William  Tharp;  William  and  James  Crook;  James 
Callan;  Farrow  & Harris;  Converse  & Rees;  Jo- 
seph Radcliff;  Francis  Gardiner;  Benjamin  Mooers; 
Eli  Horton;  M.  Gelston,  executor  of  David  Gels- 
ton;  John  M.  Oliver;  John  Kreps;  Christopher 
Clark;  Philip  Marshal,  et  al;  Curtis  Grubb;  John 

B.  Perkins;  William  Eadus;  Hannah  Mudlong; 
Robert  Peebles  and  John  Graham;  administrators 
of  Edward  Duvai;  Richard  Frisby;  John  P.  Aus- 
tin and  Edward  N.  Tailer;  Alexander  G.  Morgan; 
Jonathan  Elliot;  John  Wilson;  John  Downes;  Chris- 
topher Werner;  David  H.  Maxwell;  Teakle  Savage, 
administrator  of  Bolitha  Laws;  Thomas  Tyner,  et 
al;  Melancthon  T.  Woolsey;  Joseph  Nourse;  James 
L.  Kenner;  James  Herron;  H.  V/.  Russel;  Freeman 
Brady;  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton;  Thomas  Fillebro  wn, 


jr.;  Levy  court,  Calvert  county,  Maryland;  Hugh 
McDonald;  Charles  Benns. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  motion 
be  modified,  so  as  to  embrace  all  petitions  for  claims 
on  which  favorable  reports  have  been  heretofore 
made,  and  to  refer  all  such  to  the  appropriate 
standing  committees;  and  the  amendment  being 
accepted  by  the  mover,  the  motion,  as  modified, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howard  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a naval  academy.” 

The  following  resolution, offered  on  a former  day 
by  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  taken  up 
ill  order,  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  a plan  for  the  erection  of 
fences  or  guard  posts,  where  they  may  be  necessa- 
ry, for  the  safety  of  travel  outlie  national  road  from 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  accompanied  with  an  es- 
timate of  the  expense  in  making  the  improvement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations asked  for,  lor  183S,  were  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Craig’s  resolution,  appointing  ‘'Monday 
next”  for  the  election  of  a Chaplain  to  the  house, 
moved  some  days  ago,  came  up  in  order.  The 
mover  proposed  to  strike  out  “Monday,”  and  to 
insert  “now;”  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
house  proceeded  to  the  election. 

On  the  fourth  balloting,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reese,  of 
Maryland,  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  was 
declared  to  have  received  a majority  of  votes,  and 
to  be  duly  elected. 

[For  Mr.  Reese  103,  Mr.  Fowler  33,  Mr.  John- 
son 30,  scattering  9.] 

On  motion  of  Air.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  use  of  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  representatives  be  granted  to  the  Colonization 
society  for  their  meeting  to-morrow  evening. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a copy 
of  the  report  made  to  the  treasury  department  by 
professor  Hassler,  superintendent  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey and  of  the  fabrication  of  standard  weights  and 
measures. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
made  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  t he  house  of 
the  3d  of  February,  1837,  on  the  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing a system  of  telegraphs  for  tile'  United 
States. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, made  in  obedience  to  the  3d  section  of  the  act 
of  the  20th  April,  1836,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaties  concluded  with  the  Chichasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians; and. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  further  information,  called  for  by  the 
house  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  in  relation  to 
the  monthly  returns  from  receivers  of  public  mo- 
neys to  the  treasury  department,  required  by  the 
circular  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  1S36,  specifying 
the  amount  received  in  gold  and  silver,  and  of  the 
bills  authorized  by  said  circular,  with  copies  of  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  received  atthe  treasury  from  the 
late  deposite  banks,  with  the  proportion  of  gold  and 
silver  and  banks  notes. 

A joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  for  appoint- 
ing a committee  on  the  library,  was  adopted  on  the 
part  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding 
to  the  state  of  Tennessee  all  the  right,  title,  claim 
and  interest  which  the  United  States  have  in  and 
to  the  vacant  unappropriated  and  refuse  lands  with- 
in the  chartered  limits  of  the  said  state  of  Tennes- 
see, south  and  west  of  a line  commonly  called  the 
congressional  reservation  line,  on  such  conditions 
as  will  secure  the  occupants  thereon  in  their  occu- 
pant claims  according  to  the  existing  laws  of  said 
state,  at  a price  not  exceeding  12i  cents  per  acre, 
and  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  compact  between 
the  states  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  the 
United  States,  relating  to  said  lands,  and  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  making  provi- 
sion for  school  lands  in  the  new  states. 

Mr.  Lawler,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following, 
the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next  on  motion  of  the  mover. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce,  accord- 
ing to  some  equitable  scale  of  graduation,  the  price 
of  such  portions  of  the  public  lands  as  will  not  sell 
within  a reasonable  length  of  time  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  that  the  lands  which 
cannot  be  sold  at  such  reduced  prices,  after  being 
so  offered  for  the  term  of — - years,  should  be  relin- 


quished to  the  states  severally  in  which  they  are 
situated. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which,  after  some  explanations  on  his 
part,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  ten  per  cent,  allowed  to  the 
clerks  in  the  several  offices  of  government  by  the 
general  appropriation  law  of  1837,  be  allowed  to 
the  postmaster  of  the  house,  and  be  paid  by  the 
clerk. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  lor  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a bill  to  prohibit 
the  making  or  declaring  a dividend  to  the  stock- 
holders of  any  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at 
any  time  when  the  specie  payments  of  such  bank 
shall  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  discussion  on  this  proposi- 
tion. He  offered  it  thus  early,  because  the  commit- 
tees were  just  appointed,  and  the  time  lor  making 
dividends  is  near.  His  opinion  was,  that,  whatever 
other  indulgences  were  proper  to  be  granted  to  the 
banks,  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  divi- 
dends while  suspending  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  thought  this  too  much  a 
matter  of  importance  to  hasten  through  without  the 
usual  inquiry.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
“report  a bill”  and  to  insert  “inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reporting  a bill.” 

Mr.  Adams  accepted  the  modification,  and  the 
resolution  as  modified  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress for  the  benefit  of  the  surviving  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  passed  7th  June, 
1832,  so  as  to  embrace  those  who  were  engaged  in 
the  wars  of  the  United  States  which  occurred  be- 
tween the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in 
1783,  and  the  treaty  of  Greenville  with  the  Indians 
in  1795,  and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  consist  ot  five  members. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
storing to  the  United  States  court  for  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  its  former  jurisdiction. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following,  which 
lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
house: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  house  a statement  of  the 
several  amounts  paid  in  specie  by  the  deposite 
banks  on  the  checks  or  orders  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment since  the  13th  of  May  last,  and  the  amount 
and  date  of  any  such  checks  on  which  said  banks 
refused  payment  in  specie,  in  part  or  in  whole. 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  the  land  remaining  unsold  in  the  Hunts- 
ville land  district,  in  Alabama,  and  the  proceeds  of 
such  as  may  have  been  sold  since  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1S36,  to  the  state  of  Alabama,  to  be  applied  to 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  public  improvement 
at  Muscle  and  Colvert’s  shoals,  on  the  Tennessee 
river. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  said  im- 
provement up  the  Tennessee  and  Iiolston  rivers,  by 
removing  the  obstructions  in  them  up  as  far  as 
Kingsport,  in  east  Tennessee,  commencing  at  Col- 
vert’s shoals.” 

Mr.  Carler  sustained  this  motion  in  a few  words, 
showing  that  the  public  exigencies  demanded  such 
an  extension  of  the  improvements. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  contended  for  the 
right  and  propriety  of  congress  appropriating  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  domain  to  purposes  of  the 
kind  described  by  Mr.  Carter,  and  said  lie  should  in 
this,  as  in  all  instances,  vote  for  liberal  internal  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Chapman  said  be  did  not  wish,  in  introduc- 
ing this  resolution,  to  raise  any  new  questions. 
The  sense  of  congress,  as  to  the  claim  of  this  im- 
provement upon  tlie  attention  of  government,  had 
been  already  ascertained.  Funds  had  been  already 
raised,  by  the  sale  of  400,000  acres  of  the  lands  in 
the  Huntsville  district,  for  this  object,  which  was 
suspended  now  on  account  of  the  inadequacy  of 
that  appropriation  to  complete  it.  The  object  of 
the  resolution  now  moved  was  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a yet  farther  appropriation. 
It  was  a great  national  work,  and  will  benefit,  when 
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finished,  all  the  contiguous  states,  as  well  as  Ala- 
bama. It  had  not  been  his  design  to  debate  the 
question  at  this  time,  lor  lie  saw  no  new  matter  of 
debate  in  it;  and  nothing- involving,  now,  any  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  diificulty  which  had  not  al- 
ready been  acted  on  and  decided.  It  was  only  a 
proposition  to  finish  an  important  national  work  al- 
ready commenced  by  act  of  congress. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  “committee  on  public  lands,”  and  to  in- 
sert tn«  words  “com  nittee  on  roads  and  canals.” 
It  was  a question  of  internal  improvements,  and  re- 
ferable, properly,  to  the  latter  committee. 

The  speaker  remarked  that  pending  the  motion  to 
amend  Mr.  Johnson’s  proposed  amendment  was  not 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  said  a few  words  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  of  the  proposed  appropriation, 
which,  he  contended  would  not  be  available  lor  the 
oujects  contemplated  in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Car- 
ter. There  would  be  no  surplus  (alter  the  necessa- 
ry appropriation  was  made  out  of  these  unsold  lands 
in  Alabama)  which  could  be  appropriated  accord- 
ing to  the  amendment.  Mr.  Mercer  also  expressed 
himself  favorable  to  the  reference  proposed  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  in  preference  to  that  named  in  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Martin , of  Alabama,  expressed  himself  as 
being  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  moved  an 
amendment  as  to  the  point  of  commencing  the  pro- 
posed improvements. 

Mr.  Carter  was  sorry  to  find  more  and  more  ob- 
stacles interventing  to  prevent  the  attainment  of  the 
object  he  had  in  view  in  offering  his  amendment. 
He  showed  that  the  state  of  Alabama  had  already 
enjoyed  the  proceeds  of  400,000  acres  of  the  public 
domain,  for  that  could  not  be  considered  otherwise 
than  a meie  local  improvement.  This  very  objec- 
tion as  to  the  character  of  the  improvement  was 
made  at  the  time  of  the  first  appropriation,  and  was 
met  by  an  assurance  that  the  proposed  work  should 
be  made  a national  one,  by  its  necessary  connection 
with  other  improvements  contemplated  in  Tennes- 
see, That  promise,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Carter’s)  pre- 
sent object  to  carry  out.  It  was  a very  important 
question  among  his  constituents;  in  fact,  a test  ques- 
tion, and  much  discussed  “upon  the  stump”  in  Ten- 
nessee. Members  from  that  state  were  required  to 
advocate  it  on  that  floor;  and  the  operation  of  the 
present  resolution,  as  ottered,  will  be  to  cut  off  the 
claims  to  consideration  set  up  by  his  constituents, 
and  to  obtain  a still  further  appropriation  for  this 
merely  local  improvement.  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  would  as  much  subserve  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  Alabama  as  the  resolution  could  do, 
if  not  thus  amended.  And  Mr.  C.  pointed  out  the 
advantages  to  the  general  government  of  such  im- 
provements as  his  amendment  contemplated:  the  la- 
cilities  they  would  afford  for  the  transportation  of 
troops,  &c.  in  the  midst  of  a portion  of  the  country 
more  vulnerable  than  any  other;  and  the  great  im- 
provement they  would  yield  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  that  part  of  the  country.  He  commended 
this  view  of  the  question  to  those  who  contend  for 
the  “strict  construction”  of  the  powers  of  this  gov- 
ernment, in  regard  to  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  could  not  agree  that  the 
improvements  named  in  the  resolution  were  merely 
local,  but  he  was  willing  to  go  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Martin’s  amendment  to  Mr.  Carter’s  amend- 
ment prevailed. 

Mr.  Carter  having  slightly  modified  his  amend- 
ment, in  accordance  with  a suggestion  of  Mr. 
Mercer,  of  Va.,  his  amendment  prevailed. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  referrence, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  again  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out,  and  inserting  as  before.  He  con- 
tended that  there  could  be  no  utility  in  a committee 
upon  roads  and  canals,  if  such  an  inquiry  as  this 
were  to  be  confided  to  any  other  committee.  There 
was  a great  necessity  for  inquiry  into  this  subject, 
as  a question  of  internal  improvements,  (he  said,) 
and  that  inquiry  belongs  to  the  committee  to  which 
his  amendment  proposed  its  reference.  He  thought 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Chapman,  that  a limited  sanc- 
tion having  once  been  giving  to  this  improvement 
at  Muscle  Shoals,  therefore  the  most  unlimited  ex- 
penditure thereupon  should  be  lavished  without 
another  investigation,  was  very  indefensible.  He 
was  a representative  of  one  of  “the  old  thirteen” 
states,  and  he  wished  to  know  the  worth  of  these 
lands  he  was  called  on  to  vote  away,  and  what  was 
to  be  done  with  the  proceeds.  He  wanted  to  know 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  Chap-nun  said  that  the  400,000  acres  origi- 
nally granted  were  selected  from  the  best  of  the 
lands,  valued  at  $1  23  an  acre,  and  there  were  now 
about  92,000  acres  remaining,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  refuse  lands,  the  former  selection  having 
been  made. 

Mr.  Johnson  insisted  on  the  appropriate  reference 


of  the  subject,  and  made  some  allusions  to  the  pub- 
lic domain,  as  a common  stock,  upon  which  mem- 
bers were  sent  here,  by  some  portions  of  the  con- 
stituency of  the  country,  to  speculate  upon  for 
their  benefit,  under  the  pretext  of  the  national  in- 
terest being  subserved  thereby.  They  come  here, 
said  he,  with  wild  and  splendid  schemes,  which,  if 
one  of  the  representatives  of  the  old  states  were  to 
demand,  though  such  demand  involved  the  expen- 
diture of  only  a quarter-section  of  the  public  do- 
main, would  rouse  the  whole  west  against  them  for 
their  extravagance. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  amendment  prevailed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“And  that  the  said  committee  be  further  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  former  ap- 
propriations of  land  and  money  for  that  object  have 
been  expended.” 

This  amendment  was  accepted  as  a modification 
of  the  original  resolution,  which,  thus  amended  and 
modified,  was  adopted,  without  a division. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  ottered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
altering  the  law's  relating  to  bounty  lands  as  to  al- 
low those  entitled  to  them  to  locate  on  any  public 
lands  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  or  to  receive 
land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Potts,  of  Pennsylvania, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  12.  The  following  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

From  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Rhett. 

From  Alabama,  Mr.  Lyon. 

A very  large  number  of  petitions  and  memorials 
were  presented  to-day  and  appropriately  referred. 
Amongst  others,  Mr.  Adams  presented  certain  me- 
morials remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  union,  and  moved  that  these,  together 
with  all  others  on  the  same  subject  which  had  been 
presented  by  himself  and  his  colleagues  at  the  ex- 
tra session,  be  referred  to  a select  committee.  He 
said  that  he  had  made  this  motion  in  consequence 
of  an  understanding  with  all  his  colleagues  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  who  were  unanimous 
in  their  assent  to,  and  approbation  of,  the  motion. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  by  substituting  for  a select  committee  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Adams  having  again  risen  apparently  with 
the  purpose  of  supporting  his  motion,  the  speaker 
said  that  if  any  debate  was  likely  to  arise,  the  mo- 
tion must  lie  one  day. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  at  the  disposal  of  the 
house;  but  if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  per- 
sisted in  his  motion  for  amendment,  he  should 
deem  it  his  duty  to  state  the  reasons  why  it  ought 
not  to  prevail. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  if  there  was  any  persisting 
it  must  he  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  himself;  if 
he  did  not  persist  in  the  motion,  Mr.  H.  should  not 
insist  on  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  gentleman  must  be  con- 
scious that  the  subject  to  which  the  memorials  re- 
ferred was  one  which  did  not  concern  our  foreign 
relations  only,  bul  was  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
all  the  interior  of  the  country. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  motion  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  that  the  whole  subject  lie  on  the  table? 

The  speaker  said  it  would  be  when  the  subject  | 
came  up  to-morrow.  , 

Mr.  Adams  presented  another  memorial  of  simi- 1 
lar  tenor,  and  made  the  same  motion  as  before. 

Mr.  Howard  repeated  the  motion  to  amend. 

The  speaker  decided  that  this,  too,  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  Aila ms  then  presented  a large  number  more 
of  memorials  to  the  same  effect,  and  included  them 
all  in  a general  motion  of  reference  to  a select 
committee. 

Mr.  Howard  renewing  his  motion  to  amend,  they 
were  all  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  a memorial,  praying 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and  moved  that  this,  together 
with  a multitude  of  similar  memorials,  presented 
by  himself  and  his  colleagues  from  Massachusetts 
at  the  late  special  session,  from  about  50,000  peti- 
tioners, be  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Potts,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Beirne,  Bell,  Birdsal!,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
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Win.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  DeGralt,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland, 
Gholsoi.,  J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkims,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  W.  H.  blunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J. 
Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKim,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Rives,  Ro- 
bertson, Ruinsey,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  L.  Wiiliaina,  Shm-rod  Willi.''m“, 
J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Worthing- 
ton, Yell — 135. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington, Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ever- 
ett, R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Gra- 
ham, Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Has- 
tings, Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Milli- 
gan, M.  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patter- 
son, Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden.  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheifer,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Yorke — 70. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  another  memorial,  signed 
by  505  petitioners,  to  the  same  effect  as  the  last, 
and  made  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  renew'ed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  prevailed. 

Mr.  Adams  having  presented  another,  which  sha- 
red the  same  fate,  and  having  presented  a third,  Mr. 
Lawler,  of  Alabama,  raised'  the  question  of  recep- 
tion; and  the  question  being,  “Will  the  house  re- 
ceive this  memorial?”  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  taken,  and  stood  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee,  Da- 
vies, DeGraff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harri- 
son, Harper,  Hastings,  Haynes.  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kay', Robert  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Mathias  Morris,  S. 
W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Nay- 
lor, Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter, Patterson,  Peck,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumer, 
Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  Shetter,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Titus.  To- 
land, Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yorke — 145. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Beirne,  Bouldin,  John  Calhoon, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  Chapman,  Clai- 
borne, Clowney,  Coles,  Crockett,  Dawson,  Deber- 
ry, Dromgoole,  .T.  Garland,  Gholson,  J.  Graham, 
Griffin,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Win.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin, 
Maury,  May,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKim,  Mer- 
cer, Miller^  Montgomery,  Pearce,  Pennybacker, 
Petriken.  Pratt,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Robertson,  Ruin- 
sey, C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone, 
Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Turney,  Underwood,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 59. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  memorial  should 
be  received. 
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[When  Mr.  Rives’  name  was  called,  he  inquired 
of  the  chair  whether,  if  he  voted  for  the  reception 
of  this  petition,  there  was  any  rule  which  would 
preclude  him  from  a motion  like  that  made  by  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Wise)  to  lay  it  on  the  table?  On 
being  answered  no,  Mr.  R.  said  he  would  vote  for 
its  reception,  to  give  it  the  destination  of  the 
others.] 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  not  made  a motion  like 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  because  the 
question  of  reception  had  been  decided  so  often  in 
the  affirmative,  and  that  by  the  votes  of  southern 
men,  that  it  was  needless  to  renew  it.  But,  the 
memorial  having  now  been  received,  he  would  re- 
new his  motion,  that  its  reference  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to 
without  a count. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  another  memorial,  and 
made  the  same  motion  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Wise  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  requested  Mr.  Adams,  with  a view  to  save  Mr. 
W.  trouble  and  the  time  of  the  house,  to  include 
all  his  memorials  of  the  same  tenor  in  one  general 
motion. 

Mr.  Adams  begged  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  understand  that  it  had  not  been  from  any  disposi- 
tion to  give  trouble  to  the  gentleman  or  the  house 
that  he  had  made  these  motions,  but  out  of  justice 
to  the  petitioners.  All  he  asked  was  the  reference 
of  the  petitions  to  the  committee  for  the  District. 
Every  body  knew  what  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee would  be:  but  his  duty  to  the  memorialists, 
from  which  he  could  not  swerve,  had  compelled, 
and  would  compel  him  to  make  the  same  motion  in 
every  case. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  a memorial  from  Illi- 
nois, praying  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  where  it  existed;  and  moved  its  reference  to 
the  committee  on  the  territories. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams,  considering  the  subject  of  this  me- 
morial as  very  dirf'ererit  from  those  preceding  it,  de- 
manded that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  house  and  stood  thus: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cambre- 
leng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Win.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Earring- 
ton,  Fairfield,  Fry,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  James 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jen- 
ifer, J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lo- 
gan, Loomis,  Lynn,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Mar- 
tin, Maury,  May  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Patton,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  Ro- 
bertson, Rumsey,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas, Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vander- 
veer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  John  White, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  Yell — 127. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Cor- 
win, Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee, 
Davies,  De  Graff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson, 
Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  S'.  Mason,  Maxwell,  R. 
McClellan,  McKennan,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toiand,  Webster,  E.  Whittle- 
sey, T.  T.  Whittlesey — 73. 

So  the  motion  of  reference  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Memorials  and  petitions  having  been  presented 
and  disposed  of,  the  speaker  laid  before  the  house 
the  following  communications,  viz: 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, transmitting  a report  from  the  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  showing,  among  other 
interesting  details,  the  rapid  progress  made  in  dis- 
posing of  the  arrearages  of  business  in  the  general 
land  office  during  the  past  year,  and  the  prospect 
of  an  early  ability  to  despatch  all  the  publiccalls 


upon  it,  extraordinary  as  they  have  been  in  amount, 
with  the  promptitude  desirable  and  useful. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, transmitting  a report,  in  obedience  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  the  23d  of  February  last, 
requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  the 
necessary  examinations  to  be  made  of  the  seacoast 
south  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  regard  to  the  lo- 
cation of  additional  light  houses,  beacons  and  buoys. 

Abstract.  The  officer  appointed  by  the  secretary 
to  discharge  that  duty,  recommends — 

1st.  A new  light  house  at  the  mouth  of  Tampa 
Bay. 

2d.  A light  boat  in  the  N.  W.  passage  of  Key 
West. 

3d.  On  the  coast  of  Florida  several  new  light 
houses,  and  various  other  important  improvements. 

4th.  A new  light  house  on  St.  Simons  island. 

5th.  At  Charleston,  five  beacons  and  three  addi- 
tional buoys. 

A small  beacon  light  on  Wilkinson’s  point,  on 
the  Neuse  river,  and  also  a light  house  on  Body 
island. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  the  second  section  of  the  “act 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  government  for  1836,”  showing  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  appropriations  for  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  several  offices  of  this  department  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September  last. 

The  house  referred  the  urgent  request  of  Mr. 
Whittlesey,  for  liberty  to  report  from  the  committee 
of  claims  sundry  papers  which  needed  speedy  re- 
ference to  the  executive,  and  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  13.  Immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  permission 
of  the  chair  to  make  some  statements  in  reference 
to  a publication  which  had  appeared  in  the  Globe  of 
that  morning,  signed  by  certain  members  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.* 

The  question  having  been  put,  and  the  leave  ac- 
corded, Mr.  Fletcher  observed  that  the  article  in  re- 
lation to  which  he  wished  to  make  an  explanatory 
statement,  referred  to  a publication  which  had  ap- 
peared in  some  of  the  papers  of  Boston,  and  purport- 
ing to  be  a speech  delivered  by  him  on  a late  occa- 
sion in  that  city.  In  reference  to  that  publication, 
he  bad  to  say  that  it  had  not  been  made  by  him,  or 
revised  by  him;  nor  had  he  seen  it  until  it  appear- 
ed in  the  public  prints.  The  publication  was  in  no 
sense  his;  nor  was  he  in  any  sense  responsible  forit; 
nor  had  his  attention  been  called  to  it  until  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  Globe  of  this  morning  had  been  shown 
to  him.  One  member  ol  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  resided  in  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton,) 
near  him;  the  chairman  ofthe  committee  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng)  had  his  house  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
within  twenty-four  hours’  communication  of  him, 
at  any  time;  yet  lie  had  never  heard  from  any  one 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  any  thing  on  the 
subject  ofthe  publication  in  question.  He  had  re- 
ceived no  communication  from  any  member  of  the 
committee  until  he  had  seen  that  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  Globe  of  this  morning.  The  remarks 
alluded  to  had  been  published  by  the  Boston  papers 
early  in  November,  some  weeks  before  the  present 
meeting  of  congress;  it  was  now  the  second  week 
ofthe  session,  and  he  now,  for  the  first  time,  heard 
any  thing  from  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee touching  that  publication. 

He  saw  in  the  statement  in  the  Globe  that  the 
gentlemen  who  had  affixed  their  signatures  to  the 
article,  expressed  regret  at  the  absence  of  Mr.  Owens, 
another  member  of  tile  committee,  and  who,  as  they 
said,  would  concur  with  them  in  all  they  had  stated. 
They  said  nothing,  however,  of  another  member  of 
that  committee,  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia,  now 
absent,  but  who  had  been  in  this  city,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session.  Had  Mr. 
F.  received  any  intimation  of  an  intention  to  sub- 
mit such  a statement  to  the  public,  he  should  have 
deemed  the  presence  of  that  gentleman  desirable. 
Mr.  F.  might  then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ap- 
plying to  him  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  the 
other  members  ofthe  committee  might  have  obtain- 
ed his  statement  of  the  facts.  Those  facts  Mr.  F. 
now  wished  distinctly  to  state. 

At  the  late  session  of  congress  he  had  been  put, 
a stranger  and  an  inexperienced  member  of  the 
house,  on  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  At 
an  early  meeting  of  the  committee,  he  could  not  say 
whether  at  the  first  meeting,  though  he  thought  it 
was,  certain  bills  were  submitted  to  the  committee 
by  its  chairman,  which,  as  he  understood,  had  been 
drawn  up  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  In  fact, 
the  statement  of  these  gentlemen  itself  admitted 
th3t  most,  at  least,  of  those  bills  had  been  drawn  by 
that  officer.  The  statement  said  that  the  chairman 


*The  publication  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 


ofthe  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  consulted 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to 
those  bills,  and  that  this  had  been  done  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  F.  could  speak  only  for  himself;  he  at  least 
had  had  no  knowledge  of  such  consultation  until 
the  bills  had  been  introduced  into  the  committee, 
nor  did  the  statement  assert  that  such  consultation 
with  the  secretary  was  known  to  the  committee 
before  the  bills  in  question  were  laid  before  it.  Mr, 
F.  did  understand,  distinctly,  that  the  bills  originat- 
ed with  the  secretary;  had  received  their  form  from 
him;  and  in  that  form  had  been  submitted  to  the 
committee  by  its  chairman.  Now,  whether  igno- 
rantly or  otherwise,  Mr.  F.  had  supposed  that  such 
a course  of  things  was  improper;  that  it  was  a wide 
and  dangerous  departure  from  the  theory  and  prin- 
ciples of  our  government,  which  required  that  the 
legislative  and  executive  departments  should  be 
kept  entirely  distinct  from  each  other.  This  wa3 
not,  and  could  not  be,  any  matter  of  secrecy;  and 
he  had  considered  it  no  violation  of  courtesy  to 
speak  of  it;  he  accordingly  had  stated  the  case  to 
several  gentlemen  of  the  house  during  the  late  ses- 
sion, and  asked  their  opinion  in  regard  to  it;  he 
found  but  one  opinion  on  the  subject — that  the 
course  was  very  improper.  In  the  debate  which 
took  place  in  the  house  on  these  bills,  it  had  been 
distinctly  averred  by  one  of  the  speakers  that  those 
bills  did  not  originate  with  the  committee,  and  this 
assertion  had  not  been,  at  that  time,  denied  or  an- 
swered by  any  one.  When  he  went  home,  he  went 
under  the  impression  that  there  was  an  improper 
interference  of  the  executive  with  the  legislative 
department  of  the  government. 

He  had  afterwards  been  called  on  by  his  consti- 
tuents, at  a meeting  held  in  Boston,  to  express  his 
views  in  relation  to  our  national  affairs.  That 
meeting,  however,  was  not,  as  described  in  the 
Globe,  a meeting  called  for  the  celebration  of  vic- 
tories. It  was  the  regular,  customary  meeting  an- 
nually held  previous  to  the  annual  election  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  had  been,  as  he  had  said,  called 
upon  by  his  constituents  to  speak  to  them  on  our 
national  affairs;  and,  in  so  doing,  he  had  stated,  in 
reference  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
ofthe  committee  of  ways  snd  means,  that  the  bills 
reported  from  that  committee  originated  with  the 
executive — came  to  the  committee  from  the  execu- 
tive drawn  up  in  form,  and  were  executive  mea- 
sures. He  had  stated,  in  terms,  however,  that,  in 
calling  them  executive  measures,  he  had  not  refer- 
ence to  the  president  simply,  but  also  to  the  heads 
of  departments.  This  had  been  his  statement,  and 
his  comments  upon  the  facts  had  been  that  this  was, 
in  his  view,  an  improper  and  dangerous  interference 
by  the  executive  with  the  legislative  action  of  this 
government.  The  subject  of  his  remarks  had  been 
simply  the  danger  of  such  an  interference-  The 
gentlemen,  in  their  article,  spoke  of  an  attack  on 
the  majority  of  the  committee.  He  had  not  so  un- 
derstood himself;  his  comment  related  to  the  im- 
propriety of  executive  interference. 

Now,  as  to  the  details  contained  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Globe,  he  only  had  to  say  that  they  were 
almost  all  founded  on  particular  expressions  con- 
tained in  the  report  ofthe  Boston  papers  of  Mr.F.’s 
speech — expressions  which  were' not  his,  and  for 
which  he  was  not  responsible.  The  gentlemen 
who  prepared  that  article  must  surely  have  made 
an  exceedingly  low  estimate  of  his  understanding  if 
they  supposed  he  could  have  said  such  things  as 
had  been  there  imputed  to  him.  The  article  attri- 
buted to  him  the  assertion  that  the  executive  ma- 
jority of  the  house  passed  each  bill  forthw  ith,  with- 
out alteration;  and  this,  when  all  the  journals  ofthe 
country  contained  the  debates  of  the  house  on  these 
very  bills,  and  where  the  alterations  which  they  had 
undergone  in  the  house  were  so  notorious  that  none 
could  remain  ignorant  of  them.  To  suppose  that 
he  should  have  had  the  folly  to  make  such  a state- 
ment at  a public  meeting,  was,  as  he  had  said,  put- 
ting rather  a lower  estimate  upon  his  common  sense 
than  he  had  supposed  some  of  those  gentlemen 
would  have  done.  Yet,  a large  portion  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  article  in  the  Globe  were  founded  on 
that  supposed  statement,  and  another  equally  un- 
founded as  attributed  to  him.  It  was  said  that  this 
course  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  was  the  usual,  the  customary 
course  of  business.  As  to  that  he  said  nothing, 
and  had  nothing  to  say:  he  had  only  stated  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  fact  in  the  matter,  and  which 
was  substantially  admitted  by  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves. If  that  was,  indeed,  the  usual  course  of  bu- 
siness in  that  committee,  then  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
F.  on  that  subject  might  have  no  validity.  As  to 
that  point  he  said  nothing. 

As  to  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a national 
bank,  what  occurred  had  been  simply  this.  At  an 
early  stage  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  men- 
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tion  had  been  made  of  the  petitions  in  relation  to  a 
bank,  and  Mr.  F.  had  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  refrain  from  considering  that  ques- 
tion until  all  the  petitions  should  be  before  the 
committee.  It  was  said  in  the  article  of  the  Globe 
that  the  subject  had  been  up  in  the  committee  three 
different  times.  Mr.  F.  could  not  deny  this,  but 
he  did  not  so  recollect;  he  had  no  recollection  of 
any  thing  being  said  about  it  until  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. It  was  said  that  the  resolution  finally  report- 
ed in  reference  to  a bank  had  been  drawn  up  in  his 
presence.  He  had  come  to  the  committee  room  on 
that  morning  late,  and  his  first  recollection  of  the 
resolution  was  its  being  read  by  the  chairman,  and 
the  question  being  put  whether  it  should  be  reported 
to  the  house.  Mr.  F.  never  had  stated  what  was 
the  origin  of  that  resolution;  what  he  had  said  was 
a mere  suggestion  as  to  its  origin;  no  fact  had  been 
stated  by  him;  and  he  had,  and  claimed  to  have,  no 
knowledge  of  its  origin.  What  he  did  say  at  the 
meeting  had  been  that  the  petitions  on  the  subject 
of  a bank  had  not  been  read  in  the  committee,  and  he 
made  a suggestion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  resolution 
reported.  This  was  all  he  had  said  or  done  in  re- 
lation to  that  matter.  He  had  said  nothing  upon 
any  ot  these  subjects  which  was  not  true,  and 
which,  as  appeared  to  him,  had  not  been  substan- 
tially admitted  to  be  true  in  the  article  in  the 
Globe.  He  had  done  nothing  which  he  had  not 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  do.  Whether  he  was  to  be 
sustained  in  the  discharge  of  duty  was  a question 
to  be  submitted  to  the  justice  of  that  house.  If  he 
might  not  rightly  say  all  he  had  said,  then  had  we 
no  rights  lei t which  were  worth  possessing;  and  it 
was  well  that  we  should  know,  and  the  people 
should  know,  the  ground  on  which  we  stand.  He 
had,  he  repeated,  endeavored  to  discharge  his  duty 
at  all  times  decorously  toward  the  house  and  every 
member  of  it.  But,  from  the  course  which  gentle- 
men had  deemed  it  proper  to  take  toward  him  per- 
sonally, he  judged  it  suitable  that  he  should  be  dis- 
charged from  remaining  longer  a member  of  the 
committee  ot  ways  and  means,  and  he  now  made 
that  request. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  had  a very  brief  reply  to 
make,  for  he  could  not,  after  what  had  been  pass- 
ing for  the  last  four  weeks;  after  all  the  denuncia- 
tions which  had  been  heaped  upon  himself  in  all 
the  opposition  prints;  after  the  manner  in  which 
the  member’s  speech  had  been  printed  and  circulat- 
ed; he  could  not,  now  or  hereafter,  make  an  issue 
with  the  gentleman — with  the  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  could  appeal  to  his  colleagues  to 
disprove  the  truth  of  what  the  member  had  now 
said.  Whether  he  had  seen  tne  speech  published 
in  his  name,  he  did  not  know;  this  he  knew,  that 
the  speech  had  been  printed  in  extra  quantity,  and 
circulated  in  New  Hampshire.  He  would  leave  it 
to  the  gentleman’s— to  the  member’s  own  notions 
of  what  was  right,  whether  he  should  let  a publica- 
tion be  circulated  through  his  own  state,  and 
through  the  nation,  for  four  weeks,  and  then  come 
here  and  tell  this  house  that  he  had  never  seen  it, 
till  he  had  seen  it  this  morning  in  the  Globe.  Mr. 
€.  should  leave  the  member’s  speech  in  explana- 
tion, and  the  article  in  the  Globe,  to  go  together 
before  the  world. 

Mr.  Fletcher  rose  to  explain.  He  had  not  said 
that  he  had  not  seen  the  published  report  of  his 
speech  till  he  had  seen  it  referred  to  and  quoted  in 
the  Globe.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  he  had  not 
seen  it  prior  to  its  publication  in  the  Boston  papers, 
and  that  no  particular  attention  to  it  had  been  given 
by  him. 

Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire,  (a  member  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means)  observed  that 
the  member  from  Massachusetts  had  said  that  he 
had  endeavored  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a member 
of  the  house  and  a*  a member  of  the  committee  with 
all  due  fidelity.  Mr.  A.  claimed  to  have  discharged 
his  own  with  equal  fidelity.  The  member  from 
Boston  had  made  no  complaint  to  the  committee  as 
to  the  manner  ol  conducting  the  business  which 
came  before  it.  He  had  always  been  treated  by  its 
members  with  the  most  perfect  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness. What,  then,  was  his  surprise  on  seeing  the 
report  of  a speech  delivered  by  him,  and  with 
which  Mr.  A.  understood  him  to  acknowledge  him- 
self satisfied,  denouncing  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  severest  manner?  The  speech  had 
not  been  confined  to  the  nevvspapeas,  but  had  been 
benevolently  circulated  by  him  and  his  constituents 
amongst  the  people  in  Mr.  A.’s  district.  It  was  a 
speech  in  which  there  was  more  misrepresentation 
■than  he  believed  had  ever  been  conveyed  in  so 
■many  words  before;  and  it  had  been  industriously 
icirculated  with  a view  to  alfect  Mr.  A.’s  character. 
iHe  would  ask  whether  it  had  not  been  incumbent 
tupoc  the  member  from  Boston  to  suggest  any  fault 
he  'bad  fo  find  with  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  at  the  time  the  impropriety 


occurred?  and  not  sit  silent  and  see  the  wrongs  pro- 
ceed and  make  no  complaint,  and  afterwards  attack 
the  character  of  the  members  of  the  committee  in 
an  abusive  public  speech,  and  by  a tissue  of  the 
grossest  misrepresentations?  The  member  has  in- 
timated that  he  said  in  that  speech  nothing  but 
what  was  true.  Had  he  not  said  that  the  bills  re- 
ported by  the  committee  were  reported  word  for 
word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for  comma,  just  as 
they  came  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury? 

[Mr.  Fletcher.  I never  said  so.] 

He  intimated  as  much.  And  he  says  that  all  the 
important  bills  of  the  last  session  were  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  passed  by 
the  house,  word  for  word  and  letter  for  letter,  as 
they  came  down  from  the  executive.  Is  it  true, 
that  these  bills  were  passed  by  the  house,  word  for 
word  and  letter  for  letter,  as  they  were  reported  by 
the  committee  or  came  from  the  executive?  It  is 
enough  to  refer  to  the  form  of  the  bills  as  they  were 
laid  before  the  committee,  and  then  as  they  were 
afterwards  reported  to  the  house.  His  statements 
are  proved  to  be  not  correct  by  written  records  on 
the  files  of  the  house.  The  gentleman — the  mem- 
ber from  Boston,  says  that  he  made  no  assertion  that 
the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a national  bank 
came  from  the  executive.  What/id  he  say?  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  it  came  from  the  executive 
in  the  very  form  in  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee.  Now,  the  truth  is,  that  the  first  time 
the  subject  came  lip  in  committee,  there  was  a dis- 
cussion as  to  the  form  in  which  the  resolution  should 
be  expressed;  he  knew  this,  for  he  was  himself  pre- 
sent, and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  knew 
it. 

He  says  it  was  introduced  with  a preface  by  the 
chairman  ol  the  committee.  It  was  not  introduced 
by  the  chairman  at  all,  until  he  had  been  directed 
by  the  committee  to  draw  it  up.  And  that  he  should 
make  such  an  assertion,  when  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  was  postponed  once,  if  not  twice,  I am 
certain  it  was  once,  at  his  own  request;  and  the  last 
postponement  was  for  a number  of  days,  almost  a 
week,  I think,  with  the  understanding  that  the  next 
time  that  it  was  brought  up,  the  committee  would 
take  some  definite  action  in  regard  to  it.  I think 
the  member’s  explanation  only  places  him  in  a 
worse  situation  than  before.  I can  only  say  that, 
until  he  disavows  every  word  and  every  letter  of 
the  speech  published  as  his,  I can  receive  no  expla- 
nation from  him;  and  I here  say  that  I shall  take 
the  liberty  of  enlightening  the  minds  of  my  consti- 
tuents, by  replying  to  it  in  such  a manner  as  I think 
it  deserves. 

Mr./.  W.Jones,  ofVirginia,(anothermemberofthe 
committee  of  ways  and  means,)  said  that  he  did  not 
know  that  he  yet  correctly  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  He  rose  to  ascertain 
whether  he  did  or  not;  for  on  that  would  greatly 
depend  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  house.  Did  the 
gentleman  disavow  the  extracts  from  his  speech 
contained  in  the  article  in  the  Globe? 

Mr.  Fletcher.  Yes;  the  report  of  my  speech  was 
made  without  authority  from  me. 

Mr.  Jones  resumed.  These  extracts  being  disa- 
vowed, l am  now  ready  to  say  a few  words.  I was, 
at  the  last  session,  without  any  solicitation  on  my 
part,  honored  by  the  speaker  of  this  house,  with  a 
seat  upon  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  De- 
siring no  place,  and  having  resolved  to  decline  no 
duty  which  should  be  imposed  upon  me,  I proceed- 
ed to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  devolved 
upon  me,  honestly  and  conscientiously;  and  I have 
discharged  them  in  a manner  which  meets  at  least 
my  own  approbation.  I was  not  aware  that  so 
much  as  even  an  unkind  thought  was  harbored  by  any 
member  of  the  committee  toward  the  gentlemen  as- 
sociated with  him,  until  I reached  this  city,  and 
saw  the  speech  attributed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  Understanding  that  it  had  been 
published  at  Boston,  and  that  currency  had  been 
given  to  it  through  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  had  passed  under  the  gentleman's  own  imme- 
diate observation,  I could  not  doubt  that  its  publi- 
cation had  been  authorized  by  himself.  If  not,  was 
it  not  due  to  those  u’ho  were  thus  openly  slandered 
and  traduced,  nay,  whether  the  gentleman  did  not 
deem  it  due  to  himself,  to  correct  so  base  a calum- 
ny on  the  reputation  of  those  with  whom  he  had 
acted?  If  I could  believe  he  had  not  seen  it,  and 
had,  therefore,  used  no  means  to  correct  the  mis- 
chief, I could,  in  the  charitable  feelings  of  my  heart, 
forbear  making  a single  remark  on  the  matter.  But 
for  myself,  I know  no  difference  between  an  act 
done  by  a man’s  own  volition,  where  he  himself 
gives  currency  to  a false  report  so  injurious  to  the 
reputation  of  others,  and  his  permission  of  it  by 
another,  uncontradicted  by  himself.  This  speech 
has  been  heralded  to  the  nation  under  the  sanction 
of  his  name,  and  till  now  has  remained  uncontra- 
dicted. 


I will  take  this  occasion,  to  say,  that,  as  to  the 
alteration  of  the  bills  before  they  were  reported  to 
the  house,  the  same  degree  of  investigation  took 
place  with  respect  to  them  whicli  I had  always  been 
accustomed  to  see  before  that  session!  As  to  the 
gentleman  himself,  he  never  asked  an  indulgence 
as  to  time  which  was  withheld  by  the  vote  of  any 
one  member.  Yet  it  now  appears,  that  while  he 
was  holding  out  to  his  colleagues  the  appearan.ee  of 
those  feelings  which  a gentleman  should  cherish 
toward  his  companions  on  a committee,  he  was 
even  then  hunting  up  materials  for  that  personal 
charge  on  their  reputation  which  he  admits  that  he 
made.  He  says  that  he  made  the  inquiry  of  several 
gentlemen  whether  the  course  pursued  by  the  com- 
mittee was  not  unprecedented,  and  thatall  he  spoke 
to  said  it  was  without  a parallel.  Thus,  while  he 
made  no  disclosure  of  unkind  feeling,  he  was  laying 
up  the  materials  in  preparation  for  a deadly  blow. 
I here  say  that  I envy  not  the  feelings  of  that  man 
who  can  on  the  lip  hold  out  that  which  shall  lead 
you  to  suppose  him  your  friend,  while  at  the  \ery 
moment  he  hides  in  his  bosom  the  purpose  to  stab. 
It  is  my  duty  to  repel  the  cnargeo  he  lias  macie 
against  us.  it  is  a most  unpleasant  duty,  but  it  is 
a duty,  rendered  necessary  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  case:  and  when  I have  to  choose  between  duty 
and  inclination,  I trust  I shall  never  hesitate.  His 
charges  have  gone  far  and  wide,  on  the  wings  of 
the  w'ind.  Many,  very  many,  as  in  all  such  cases, 
will  hear  the  charge,  who  will  never  hear  the  con- 
tradiction. The  slander  itself  will  reach  many  who 
never  will  hear  or  see  the  refutation.  I deem  it 
proper  to  say,  while  respect  to  the  house  will  re- 
strain me  from  the  use  of  terms  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  a violation  of  the  rules  of  order,  as  these 
charges  have  been  circulated  in  all  directions,  it  is 
a duty  we  owe  ourselves  to  say  that  they  aie  whol- 
ly unfounded  and  basely  false. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  complying  with 
Mr.  Fletcher’s  request  to  be  excused  from  service  on 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  chair  appoint  another  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  his  place. 

The  question  of  the  reference  of  sundry  memori- 
als from  certain  citizens  of  Massachusetts  coming 
up  in  order,  the  following  questions  were  presented: 

1.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs; 

2.  That  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts  to  refer 
them  to  a select  committee,  with  orders  to  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Adams  being  entitled  to  (lie  floor  sustained 
his  motion  in  a speech  of  considerable  length,  du- 
ring which  he  was  frequently  called  to  order  by  the 
chair  and  members  of  the  house.  The  whole  sub- 
ject was  finally  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise — yeas  127,  nays  68.  [We  will  in  our  next 
publish  Mr.  Adams’  remarks  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  questions  decided  during  their  delivery.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  rose  and  remarked  that  a 
bill  of  great  importance,  to  the  immediate  passage 
of  which  he  could  conceive  of  no  objection,  had 
just  come  from  the  senate,  and  was  now  waiting 
for  the  action  of  the  house.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
be  allowed  to  be  taken  up  at  this  time,  by  the  unani- 
mous assent  of  the  house.  The  bill  provides  for 
the  cruising  of  United  States  vessels  upon  the  coast 
in  winter,  lor  the  relief  of  seamen  and  others  in 
distress. 

The  chair  asked  if  the  assent  of  the  house  were 
accorded  to  this  proposition? 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  objected. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule 
prescribing  the  order  of  business,  in  order  to  take 
up  this  bill;  and  this  motion  prevailed  without  a 
division,  and  the  bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  postponement  of  the  motion 
that  it  be  read  a third  time  now,  until  to-morrow. 
He  said  he  wished  to  propose  an  amendment,  ma- 
terially extending  the  beneficial  operation  of  the 
measure. 

The  motion  to  postpone  prevailed. 

The  call  of  the  states  for  petitions  was  resumed, 
where  it  terminated  at  the  adjournment  yesterday. 
Maryland  being  next  in  order,  petitions  were  olfer- 
ed  by  Messrs.  McKim,  Pearce,  Thomas,  Howard, 
Worthington,  Johnson  and  Jenifer. 

Virginia  was  next  in  order,  and  Messrs.  Patton, 
Mercer,  Bouldin,  Hinder,  Wise,  Bobertson,  Talia- 
ferro, Droomgoole  and  Garland  offered  memorials, 
which  were  all  appropriately  referred.  Among  the 
rest,  were  the  following  memorials,  offered  by  mem- 
bers from  Virginia: 

Mr.  Bouldin  offered  the  petition  of  general  Wal- 
ter Jones,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  to  be  allowed 
a certain  claim,  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial,  upon 
the  Government.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  the  memorial  of  [name  un- 
heard] complaining  of  cruelty  in  the  management 
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of  the  concerns  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  city  of 
AVashington;  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  op  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  presented  the  memorial  of  Duff 
Green,  proposing  to  publish  a stereotyped  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  states,  acts  of  congress, 
&c.  for  general  circulation,  at  a certain  specified 
rate. 

Mr.  T.  moved  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  a 
select  committee  of  five;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Some  other  petitions  were  presented,  an  account 
of  which  will  be  hereafter  given;  and  then 
The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  14.  Mr.  Dawson,  yesterday, 
from  the  committee  on  mileage,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  mileage  be  in- 
structed to  report  a bill  to  make  more  uniform  the 
pay  allowed  to  members  of  congress  lor  mileage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  yesterday,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
-the  time,  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  now  holden  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. 

Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  was  announced, 
to-day,  as  having  been  appointed  on  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of 
Mass,  excused. 

This  day  opened,  as  yesterday  closed,  with  peti- 
tions, the  presentation  and  reference  of  which  oc- 
cupied several  hours. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  national  vessels  for  the  relief  of  distressed 
vessels  coming  on  the  coast,  which  had  yesterday 
been  read  twice,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

[It  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president  to 
become  a law’.] 

Memorials  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Graham,  De- 
berry, Shepard,  Shepperd,  and  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina;  Messrs.  Legare,  and  Griffin,  of  South. 
Carolina;  Messrs.  Haynes,  Dawson,  Cleveland,  and 
Grantland,  of  Georgia;  Messrs.  Underwood,  Cal- 
houn, S.  Williams,  Harlan,  and  others,  of  Kentucky; 
Messrs.  Carter,  Shields,McClellan,  Bell,  and  others, 
of  Tennessee;  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Harper,  Bond, 
Allen,  Mason,  Ridgway,  Hamer,  Duncan,  Webster, 
Kilgore,  Goode,  Sheplor,  Corwin,  Hunter,  and 
Morris,  of  Ohio;  Messrs.  Herod,  Rariden,  Dunn, 
Graham,  Boon,  and  Ewing,  of  Indiana;  Messrs. 
Casey,  Snyder,  and  May,  of  Illinois;  Messrs.  Mar- 
tin, Chapman.  Lawler,  anil  Lyon,  Alabama;  Messrs. 
Miller  and  Harrison,  of  Missouri;  Mr.  Yell,  of  Ar- 
kansas; Mr.  Crary,  of  Michigan;  and  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Wisconsin. 

[Some  of  the  memorials  from  Ohio,  Illinois,  and 
one  or  two  other  states,  were  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  union,  and  others  in  favor  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
all  of  which,  either  on  motion  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
senting them,  or  that  of  other  members,  were  laid 
on  the  table.] 

Among  the  petitions  presented  was  the  following: 
Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  presented  a memorial  of 
the  citizens  of  Indianopolis  and  vicinity,  in  relation 
to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  a resolution  referring 
the  same  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  if  it  would  no! best 
comport  with  the  public  interest  and  be  expedient 
to  abridge  the  duties  of  the  chief  superintendent, 
by  confining  his  attention  to  the  work  required  in 
one  state,  and  to  release  him  of  the  incumbrance  of 
keeping  and  paying  out  the  money  appropriated, 
by  providing  for  an  arrangement  of  the  treasury 
department  with  the  state  bamc  of  Indiana;  and, 
also,  to  make  an  ample  appropriation  for  the  vigor- 
ous prosecution  and  completion  of  the  grading, 
metaling  and  bridging  of  the  road  through  Indiana. 

Among  a large  number  of  resolutions  presented, 
which  w'ill  be  noticed  in  their  progress,  was  the 
following: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  for  investigating  and  deciding  all  such 
“militia”  and  “heads  of  family,”  and  other  claims  to 
tracts  of  land  in  the  Vincennes  land  district,  as 
were  not  fully  inquired  into  nor  decided  upon  their 
merits  by  former  commissioners,  but  are  noted  in 
their  report.  Also,  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  ail  such  confirmed  rights,  (as  mentioned  in  a 
letter  herewith  from  the  commissioner  of  the  gene- 
ral land  office),  not  yet  surveyed,  or  located  or  satis- 
fied, by  allowing  unsold  lands  to  be  entered  in  lieu 
thereof.  Also,  into  the  expediency  of  making  some 
farther  special  provision  to  indemnify  individuals 
for  serviceable  improvements  made  on  public  lands, 
where  the  pre-emption  was  not  obtained  under  for- 
mer laws.  Also,  into  the  expediency  of  authorising 
the  state  of  Indiana  to  rescind  a clause  of  the  com- 


pact entered  into  when  she  formed  her  constitution, 
so  that  she  may  be  at  liberty  to  equalize  her  tax 
upon  lands,  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale.  Also, 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  officers  and 
privates  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as 
rangers  and  militia,  for  six  months  altogether,  dur- 
in  the  late  war,  a tract  of  land  each,  apportioned 
according  to  rank  and  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  amending  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,”  approved  January  IS, 
1835,  so  as  to  embrace  and  provide  for  horses  lost, 
and  private  property  consumed  or  wasted  by  mount- 
ed rangers  and  militia,  and  volunteers  in  the  autho- 
rized. Wabash  campaigns  of  1811,  and  prior  to  the 
formal  declaration  of  war  in  June,  1812. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  autho- 
rizing the  appointment  ol  suitable  and  competent 
military  inspectors,  to  muster  and  train,  and  discip- 
line the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  militia 
officers  of  the  several  states,  in  field  encampment 
sixty  days  of  each  year;  and  paying  said  officers  as 
cadets  are  now  paid,  during  the  periods  of  their  in- 
struction in  camp. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  ofMissouri, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restoring 
to  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
state  of  Missouri,  its  original  jurisdiction,  and  of 
allowing  two  terms  in  the  year  to  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  said  district. 

The  list  of  states  having  been  called  through,  Mr. 
Haynes  moved  that  the  house,  by  consent,  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  referring 
the  several  portions  of  the  president’s  message;  but 
the  motion  being  objected  to,  he  moved  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  which  was  refused. 

Reports  of  committees  being  next  called  for,  a 
number  of  private  bills  were  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  and  the  committee  of 
claims,  of  which  an  account  shall  be  given  in  our 
next;  all  of  which  bills  were  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  speaker  presented  the  following  communica- 
tions, viz: 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
transmitting  an  abstract  showing  the  number  of 
American  seamen  registered  in  each  port  of  entry 
in  the  United  States  in  each  quarter  from  January 
to  October,  1837,  so  far  as  the  same  appears  by  the 
returns  made  to  this  department  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1796,  entitled  “an  act  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen.” 

A communication  from  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  submitting  a report  in  compli- 
ance with  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress 
for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Green  and  others. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, transiniting  his  report  of  the  execution  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  building  light 
houses,  light  boats,  &c.  for  1837. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1S09,  an  abstract  of  expenditures 
under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  naval 
establishment,  as  settled  and  allownd  at  the  office 
of  the  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1836,  to  the  30th  day  of  September  1837. 

The  resolution  heretofore  offered,  calling  for  a re- 
port from  the  treasury  department  of  the  amount  of 
checks  on  the  deposits  bonks  presented  and  not 
paid,  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


RAIL  ROAD  ACCIDENT. 

A slip  from  the  office  of  the  Portsmouth,  Va. 
Times  contains  the  following  details  of  an  unfortu- 
nate accident  on  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
rail  road,  by  which  fifteen  or  eighteen  passengers 
were  more  or  less  injured,  two  of  which  have  since 
died.  Among  the  passengers  was  senator  Preston, 
who  fortunately  escaped  without  injury. 

While  the  train  was  about  forty-four  miles  from 
Portsmouth,  a part  of  the  road  was  discovered,  when 
too  late  to  avoid  danger,  to  have  one  of  its  bars  loose 
and  elevated  above  the  track.  One  of  the  passen- 
gers was  standing  on  the  engine  with  the  engineer 
at  the  moment  the  rail  was  discovered — and  re 
marked  simultaneously  with  him  that  the  track  w’as 
not  at  its  level.  They  were  then  at  a distance  of 
one  hundred  yards.  On  approaching  they  perceived 
an  alarming  elevation,  and  with  the  cry  the  rail  has 
risen,  leaped  from  the  engine.  The  crash  was  in- 
stantaneous. The  engine  was  thrown  from  the 
track,  its  wheels  and  lower  frame  work  broken. 
The  foremost  car  was  crushed,  the  second  car  lifted 


and  hurled  from  the  track  15  feet  by  the  third  car 
running  under  it,  which  in  its  turn  was  broken  by 
the  collision . 

There  were  in  these  cars  from  25  to  30  passen- 
gers. Among  them  six  or  eight  ladies  living  on  the 
line  of  the  road,  who  were  induced  to  take  an  ex- 
cursion with  the  view  of  entering  the  returning 
train.  Of  all  these  ladies  not  one  we  hear  escaped 
without  injury. 

The  second  car  being  lifted  by  the  third  over  the 
rearward  cars,  was  hurled  away,  as  stated,  a consi- 
derable distance,  but  no  injury  was  received  by 
any  of  its  inmates,  among  whom  were  col.  Preston 
of  the  U.  S.  senate,  and  his  lady,  who  escaped  un- 
hurt. 

Their  companions  in  the  first  and  third  cars  were 
not  so  fortunate. 

We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a list  of  the 
persons  injured.  But  we  have  heard  that  Mrs.  Ro- 
chelle and  Miss  Blow’,  Miss  King,  Miss  Simmons, 
of  Southampton,  Mr.  Crocker  of  Jackson,  N.  C., 
Mr.  Noe  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Mills  Lawrence,  colonel 
Rochelle,  Nelson  Hodges,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Owens, 
Mr.  Blocker  and  Mr.  Blow,  the  train  agent,  were 
among  them.  Two  servants  of  col.  Preston,  and 
the  servant  of  col.  Downingof  Florida  were  wound- 
ed. Four  or  five  limbs  were  broken,  and  several 
lacerations  sustained. 

The  scene  as  described  by  a gentleman  in  one  of 
the  cars  was  distressing.  Great  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  extricating  the  sufferers  from  the  ruins, 
compressed  as  they  were  within  fragments  of  the 
vehicles  and  agonizing  under  their  miseries.  So 
soon  as  they  could  be  drawn  out  they  were  convey- 
ed to  Rochelle’s,  where  every  sttention  was  render- 
ed them  that  was  within  the  power  of  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  mansion. 

No  human  skill  or  foresight  could  have  averted  the 
calamity.  This,  we  hear,  is  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  passengers,  one  of  whom,  a relation  we  believe 
of  colonel  Preston,  was  on  the  engine  at  the  mo- 
ment the  protruding  rail  was  discovered,  and  testi- 
fies to  the  exertions  of  the  engineer,  made  with  all 
possible  skill,  but  alas!  directed  to  no  purpose. 
They  say  the  accident  was  one  which  might  occur 
equally  on  other  roads,  and  we  believe  the  assertion 
just,  lor  it  appears  but  yesterday  we  read  of  the  up- 
setting of  cars  on  some  of  the  prominent  northern 
roads  from  the  same  cause.  The  mishaps  indeed 
were  not  so  disastrous  as  this — but  the  immunity  of 
the  passengers  was  apparent  of  their  good  fortune. 

Those  who  escaped  unhurt  besides  col.  Preston 
and  lady,  W’ere  col.  Downing,  Mr.  Dunham  of  Flori- 
da, Mrs.  and  Miss  Peal,  Mrs.  Stewart,  4 children 
and  servant,  and  Mr.  Banks  of  Augusta,  Geo.,  who 
was  riding  on  the  engine,  and  jumped  off  at  the 
moment  of  the  concussion. 

P.  S.  The  cars  have  come  in  and  announce  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Rochelle  and  Miss  Blow.  Miss  Sim- 
mons and  Mr.  Crocker  alone  of  the  survivors  are  in 
danger. 


From  the  army.  A communication  has  been 
received  from  general  Jesup,  dated  Fort  Mellon, 
November  30,  stating  that  thirteen  Indians  and 
thirty-six  negroes  (among  the  former  Powell’s  fami- 
ly) have  that  moment  come  into  camp,  and  surren- 
dered, which,  with  five  who  came  in  a few  days  be- 
fore, make  fifty-four  who  have  come  in  since  the 
troops  have  been  at  Fort  Mellon. 

By  letters,  dated  27th  November,  we  learn  that 
lieut.  col.  Bankhead,  despatched  by  gen.  Eustis  to 
establish  a millitary  poston  the  border  of  Lake  Har- 
ney, not  finding  a suitable  site  there,  ascended  the 
river  to  its  source,  about  15  miles  above  the  lake, 
and  ascertained  that  the  river  takes  its  rise  in  the 
everglades,  which  presented  to  the  eye  an  intermi- 
nable extent  of  marsh  interspersed  with  small  lakes 
or  ponds.  From  the  appearance  of  the  gras3  on  the 
margins,  it  is  supposed  that  the  whole  surface  of 
this  part  of  the  everglades,  is  at  times  under  water. 
An  eligible  position,  on  this  part  of  the  river,  has 
been  selected  for  a military  post  by  col.  Bankhead. 

[Globe. 

Latest  from  Florida.  AVe  learn  from  a passenger 
in  the  schr.  Empire,  from  St.  Augustine,  that  a 
letter  received  in  that  city  from  general  Jesup,  at 
Fort  Mellon,  states  that  Micanopy,  Cloud,  Ocinthi- 
ola,  Jumper,  and  several  other  chiefs,  and  about 
thirty  or  forty  warriors,  had  come  in  at  Fort  Mellon; 
also  a nephew  of  Sam  Jones,  bringing  a message 
from  him,  stating  that  he  would  come  in  and  sur- 
render if  general  Jesup  would  promise  to  treat  him 
well,  and  apologize  for  having  used  the  Indians  as 
cowards.  Gen.  Hernandez  had  just  returned  to  St. 
Augustine  from  an  expedition  to  the  south;  he  dis- 
covered no  Indians.  Gen.  Jesup  was  momently 
expected  at  St.  Augustine. 

[Charleston  Courier,  Dec.  11, 
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0C5»Mr.  Legare’s  letter  to  a constituent  is  conclud- 
ed in  the  present  number. 

OC^-The  bill  before  the  senate  for  the  suppression 
of  the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  (amended  so  as  to  make  it  penal  to  issue 
or  pass  any  note  of  a less  denomination  than  $5.00 
after  the  10th  of  April  next),  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  yesterday — ayes  31. 

QcS=The  resolution  inserted  among  the  proceed- 
ings of  Thursday  last,  page  262,  instructing  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  currency  in  the  said  District, 
was  ottered  by  Mr.  Petrikin , and  not  by  Mr.  Garland. 

It  was  Mr.  Mallory,  and  not  Mr.  Sawyer,  who  on 
the  same  day,  commented  upon  the  administration 
of  the  navy  department. 

3C5»AVe  have  in  type  a letter  from  commodore 
Jones  on  taking  leave  of  the  exploring  squadron, 
and  will  endeavor  to  find  a place  for  it  in  our  next. 
It  is  stated  that  the  squadron  will  be  employed  on 
our  coast  during  the  winter,  under  the  command  of 
capt.  Shubrich,  and  in  the  spring  proceed  on  its  ori- 
ginal destination  under  the  command  of  capt.  Law- 
rence Kearney. 

ftcHt  will  be  seen  by  our  congressional  abstracts 
that  both  houses  have  been  thrown  into  great  ex- 
citement by  the  presentation  of  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  See. 
In  the  senate  the  excitement  commenced  on  Mon- 
day last  in  consequence  of  the  presentation,  by  Mr. 
Wall,  ot  a petition  of  certain  ladies  of  New  Jersey 
in  favor  of  abolition  in  this  District,  which  he  mov- 
ed to  refer  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Mr.  King  called  for  the  question  of  its 
reception,  and  Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table.  He  however  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  then  ensued  an  animated  debate,  which  was 
only  terminated  by  Mr.  G.  renewing  his  motion, 
which  was  carried — ayes  25,  nays  20.  On  the 
next  day  Mr.  Swift  presented  a memorial  and  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont  in 
relation  to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  District,  and 
hence  ensued  another  exciting  discussion  which 
was  arrested  as  stated  in  a subsequent  page. 

The  proceedings  in  the  house  are  stated  in  detail, 
and  to  them  we  refer  our  readers.  The  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  that  body,  directing  that  all  pe- 
titions, memorials,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
shall  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  debated, 
read,  presented,  or  referred,  &c.  is  similar  to  that 
adopted  by  the  house  on  the  25th  of  May,  1836,  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Pinckney* 
was  chairman;  and,  it  is  said,  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Patton,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  a 
meeting  of  the  southern  members  of  congress,  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  held  in  the  room  of  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  on  Wednes- 
day evening  last.  The  particulars  of  that  meeting, 
and  the  previous  meeting  held  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  have  not  yet  been  published;  but  we  un- 
derstand the  meetings  were  attended  by  all  the 
members  of  the  slaveholding  states,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, and  that  the  addresses  delivered  were 
very  animated  and  characterized  by  great  unanimi- 
ty of  sentiment.  We  will  promptly  place  the  pro- 
ceedings before  our  readers  as  soon  as  published, 
that  they  may  understand  this  momentous  question 
in  all  its  bearings. 

Canada.  Order  has  been  restored  in  Upper 
Canada,  and  from  the  large  body  of  loyal  troops  in 
the  vicinity  of  Toronto,  it  is  believed  that  all  at- 
j tempts  of  the  patriots  in  that  quarter  must  fail. 
McKenzie,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  in  Buffalo, 
procuring  arms  and  ammunition,  where,  as  along 
the  whole  line,  great  excitement  prevails. 

The  patriots  in  Lower  Canada  had  entrenched 
themselves  in  the  village  of  St.  Eustache,  from 
whish  they  were  driven,  a few  days  since,  with 
great  toss  by  the  queen’s  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  sir  John  Colborne.  Particulars  hereafter. 


*For  the  three  resolutions  which  accompanied 
Mr.  Pinckney’s  report,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
their  passage,  see  Niles’  Register,  vol.  L.  page 
256. 

Vol.  III.— Sig.  17. 


South  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
has  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

“1st.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legisla- 
ture, it  is  expedient  that  the  revenues  of  the  federal 
government  be  so  collected  as  ultimately  to  sever 
the  government  from  all  connection  with  the  banks.” 
Ayes  103,  nays  11. 

“2d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legisla- 
ture, the  revenues  of  the  federal  government  should 
be  so  deposited,  kept,  and  disbursed,  as  not  to  be 
connected  with  or  used  in  banking  operations.” 
Ayes  112,  nays  2. 

“3d.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  unconstitutional, 
inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  incorporate  a national 
bank.  (The  words  ‘for  managing  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  federal  government,’  having  been  first 
stricken  out.)”  Ayes  97,  noes  16. 

Col.  Gholson,  of  the  Mississippi  delegation  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  is  confined  to  bis  room 
by  a severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
which  will  account  for  his  non-attendance  in  his 
seat  during  the  past  week.  [ Globe. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

James  Liddell,  of  Georgia,  to  be  a commissioner 
under  the  17th  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835,  vice  Wilson  Lumpkin,  resigned. 

Roger  Barton,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  a commis- 
sioner under  the  law  of  2d  March,  1837,  relative  to 
claims  to  reservations  under  the  14th  article  of  the 
Choctaw  treaty  of  1830,  vice  P.  R.  R.  Pray,  re- 
signed. 

From  Florida.  In  another  page  we  have  pub- 
lished a letter  from  general  Jesup  to  a friend  in 
this  city  stating  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
seize  Osceola,  &c. 

A rumor  was  current  yesterday  that  the  war  had 
been  terminated  through  the  mediation  of  the 
Cherokees.  The  deputation  from  that  nation  had 
held  a council  of  three  days  with  the  Seminoles,  at 
which  Sam  Jones  was  present,  with  three  hundred 
of  the  Mickasukies  under  his  command.  Micano- 
py  received  them  very  kindly,  and  with  his  band 
came  with  them  into  the  camp,  at  Fort  Mellon, 
where  he  had  a conference  with  the  commanding 
general.  The  result  was,  the  appointment  of  a 
deputation  to  invite  Sam  Jones  to  come  in,  as  he 
had  expressed  himself  willing-  to  do  so  if  assured 
that  he  would  receive  friendly  treatment.  The 
deputation  had  not  returned  at  the  last  accounts; 
but  it  was  confidently  believed  that  the  mission 
would  be  successful,  and  thus  the  war  be  terminated. 

General  Jesup  had  left  Fort  Mellon  for  Garey’s 
Ferry  on  business  relating  to  the  discharge  of  the 
Tennessee  volunteers.  It  is  stated  that  he  had  re- 
ceived instructions  from  the  department  of  war  to 
send  Micanopy,  King  Philip,  Osceola,  and  about  a 
dozen  other  chiefs,  to  this  city  to  see  their  Great 
Father.  Wild  Cat  has  made  his  escape  from  Fort 
Augustine,  but  Osceola  refused  to  escape  with  him. 

Emigrating  Indians.  The  tribes  of  Indians 
yet  remaining  within  the  territories  of  the  states, 
are  one  by  one  yielding  up  their  ancient  homes, 
and  establishing  themselves  in  their  new  ones  in 
the  “far  west.”  We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis  Bul- 
letin of.the  12th  instant  that  the  steamboat  Itasca 
had  gone  up  to  Fort  Gibson  with  800  Creeks  on 
hoard,  all  in  o;ood  health  and  spirits,  who  bad  been 
collected  in  the  old  Chickasaw  country,  and  were 
under  charge  of  captain  Morris,  U.  S.  A.  On  the 
22d  ult.,  the  De  Kalb  passed  up,  with  500  Chicka- 
saws  on  board;  on  the  27th,  the  Kentuckian  with 
800  more  of  the  same  tribe,  under  charge  of  Mr. 
Vanderslice,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  the  28th,  the 
John  Nelson,  with  another  large  party,  also  went 
up.  This  unhappy  race  appear,  at  length,  to  be 
making  up  their  minds  that  their  fate  is  enevitable. 

The  Bulletin  adds — “The  state  of  Arkansas  is  at 
present  a perfect  thoroughfare;  many  of  the  sa- 
vages are  on  the  march,  and  soon  the  fierce  Semi- 
nole and  the  powerful  Cherokee  will  be  added  to 
the  stormy  elements,  concentrated  on  our  western 
frontier.  The  recommendation  of  the  president  is 
not  a useless  one,  to  erect  fortresses,  and  station  an 
' increased  military  force  in  that  quarter.” 


To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen:  The  Hon.  Hugh  S.  Legare,*  in  his 
communication  in  your  paper  of  this  morning,  says, 
that  “neither  in  the  New  Testament,  nor  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Church  and  of  the  Christian  world,  for 
at  least  1.200  years  after  Christ,  was  one  word  to  be 
found  which  could  be  fairly  construed  into  prohi- 
tion,  nay,  even  disapprobation,  of  the  relation  be- 
tween master  and  slave.” 

Observing,  in  the  part  of  the  communication  fol- 
lowing: the  above,  a distinct  intimation  of  a willing- 
ness to  discuss  the  subject,  when  “leisure”  and  a 
“proper  place”  could  be  found,  I take  the  occasion 
to  express  my  willingness  to  meet  the  honorable 
gentleman,  whenever  and  wherever  he  may  think 
proper  to  enter  upon  such  discussion.  If  he  will 
procure  a repeal  of  the  gac-law  of  yesterday,  so 
as  to  allow  the  discussion  to  proceed  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  1 would  greatly  prefer  it  there; 
where,  upon  the  question  whether  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the 
capital  of  this  republic,  it  is  certainly  appropriate 
to  show,  if  it  can  be  shown,  that  they  are  not  in- 
consistent with  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Christ.  I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

William  Slade. 

Washington,  December  22,  1837. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION— SENATE. 

December  18.  Mr.  Calhoun,  a senator  from  South 
Carolina,  took  his  seat  to-day. 

The  vice  president  presented  a report  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  reply  to  a senate  resolution 
of  the  3d  of  February  last,  in  relation  to  certain 
abuses  charged  by  a letter  of  Mr.  Dodge,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  custom  house. 

Also,  a report  from  the  navy  department,  in  reply 
to  a resolution  of  the  13th  of  October  last,  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  and  amount  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund,  and  the  number  of  persons  on  the  pension 
list. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  commissioner  of 
the  public  buildinge,  in  rplntinn  to  pvpooHilnrps_  Sj-<* 
Which  documents  were  severally  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  several  petitions  and 
memorials;  among  the  latter  was  one  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  city  and  county  ot  Philadelphia,  com- 
menting on  the' ruinous  consequences  of  an  unsound 
currency,  and  praying  congress  to  disconnect  die 
government  from  all  banks,  and  to  establish  the 
proposed  sub-treasury  system.  Referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a memorial  from  twelve  men 
and  thirteen  women  of  Burlington  coupty,  New  Jer- 
sey, against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union. 

Mr.  Preston  said  memorials  of  this  kind  were 
very  numerous,  and  of  much  variety,  with  a view 
to  force  this  matter  on  the  attention  of  congress. 
It  was  well  known  that  they  came  from  a particular 
quarter,  and  from  a particular  class  of  politico-phi- 
lanthropists. Mr.  P.  would  therefore  now  give  no- 
tice that  he  should  feel  himself  compelled  to  intro- 
duce a proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  union, and  that  he  should  do  so  at  a very  early  day. 

Mr.  Wall  said  his  only  object  in  presenting  this 
petition  was  to  fulfil  a duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
constituents.  He  wished  to  avoid  action  now  on 
the  subject,  and  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  petition 
on  the  table.  It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  the  petition  of  115  ladies  of 
Gloucester,  N.  J.  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in'  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Mr.  King  called  for  the  question 
on  its  reception.  Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  lay  that 
question  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  urged  the  seriate  to 
consider  well  whether  the  course  heretofore  pur- 
sued in  not  receiving  the  petiticns  was  the  best 
one,  and  whether,  on  the  contrary,  the  course  for- 
merly proposed  by  an  ex-senator  of  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Tyler),  would  not  be  best  to  satisfy  and  calm  the 
public  mind;  which  was,  to  refer  the  petitions  to 
the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  to 
some  other  committee,  and  obtain  from  them  a re- 
port deliberately  and  fully  discussing  the  whole 


*See  page  261. 
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subject,  which  might  be  sent  forth  to  satisfy  the 
public  mind,  and  prevent  any  further  interference 
on  the  subject. 

After  this  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  a very  animat- 
ed and  interesting  discussion  occurred,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wall,  Calhoun,  Swift,  Cuthbert,  Roane, 
Prentiss,  Niles,  Strange,  Davis,  King,  Hubbard, 
Rives,  Preston,  Pierce,  Clay,  Grundy,  and  Buchanan 
participated — finally,  Mr.  Grundy  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  the  petition  on 
the  table,  which  was  carried.  Ayes  25,  nays  20. 

[The  debate,  with  the  yeas  and  nays,  shall  have 
a place  in  our  next.] 

After  the  presentation  of  some  other  petitions 
and  memorials,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

December  19.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  12th  of 
October  last  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  and  the  expenses  incurred  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

A large  number  of  private  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a memorial  and  certain  re- 
solutions* from  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  in  rela- 
tion to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Mr.  S.  said  he  would  move  that  this  paper  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Norvell  called  for  the  reading  ofthe  document. 
The  secretary  having  read  the  document, 

Mr.  King  rose  and  said  he  considered  it  an  infa- 
mous libel  and  insult  on  the  south,  let  it  come  from 
what  quarter  it  would;  it  was  a false  statement  in 
relation  to  the  people  ofthe  south,  when  it  charged 
them  with  disregard  for  the  laws,  and  he  expressed 
his  surprise  that  gentlemen  should  present  such 
papers  which  they  could  not  but  feel  were  untrue. 
If  it  be  so  deep  a disgrace  to  receive  into  this  union 
a state  tolerating  slavery,  how  was  it  we  have  been 
and  still  continue,  together?  Coming  from  a state, 
if  it  had  been  couched  in  proper  terms,  he  would 
not  have  objected  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  but  the 
language  and  import  were  of  such  a nature  that  he 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  its  reception. 
He  would  not  have  voted  against  the  reception,  but 
this  was  altogether  of  such  a character  as  to  induce 
him  not  to  vote  even  for  the  motion  to  lay  the  ques- 
tion of  reception  on  the  table. 

Ml  Swift  honed  he  should  never  prove  so  re- 
creant to  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as  to  re- 
fuse the  performance  of  his  duty,  especially  to  pre- 
sent resolutions  coming  from  the  legislature  of  his 
state.  The  document  was  the  result  of  no  party- 
effort,  it  was  the  united  voice  of  the  whole  state  of 
Vermont,  and  he  hoped  to  receive  no  censure  for 
rendering  due  obedience  to  instructions  emanating 
from  so  high  authority. 

Mr.  Calhoun  deemed  the  present  moment  one 
of  the  deepest  importance.  A great  step  had  been 
taken  in  the  progress  of  events.  The  circum- 
stance ofthe  morning  had  come  upon  him  wholly 
unexpected.  He  had  never  heard  that  the  reso- 
lutions in  question  had  been  passed  by  the  Ver- 
mont legislature;  yet  he  might  have  anticipated 
as  much.  He  had  long  foreseen  the  present  state 
of  things;  and  now  the  time  had  actually  come, 
when  it  was  to  be  determined  whether  we  are 
longer  to  remain  as  one  united  and  happy  people, 
or  whether  this  blessed  union  was  to  be'dissolved 
by  the  hand  of  violence.  Vermont  has  struck  a 
deep  and  dangerous  blow  into  the  vitals  of  our 
confederacy.  It  was  a time  for  action,  and  he 
could  not,  would  not,  entertain  the  idea  of  rejecting 
or  losing  sight  ofthe  document  befor.  the  senate"; 
but  as  he  was  unprepared  at  present  to  act  on  the 
subject,  he  would  move  that  the  memorial  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  pledging  himself  not  to  op- 
pose the  senator  from  Vermont,  should  he  see  fit 
to  call  it  up  hereafter;  and  more,  would  call  it  up 
himself  when  he  had  time  to  prepare  his  mind 
for  action  on  the  subject:  determined  the  subject 
should  not  rest  until  it  had  received  the  final  action 
of  the  senate.  It  was  his  belief  that  the  great  body 
ofthe  north  were  sound  in  the  matter  at  issue,  but 
some  seemed  even  to  prefer  the  prevalence  of  this 
dangerous  doctrine  to  the  preservation  and  con- 
tinuance o(  the  union.  His  mind  was  unalterably 
fixed,  and  nothing  should  prevent  him  from  putting 
his  views  into  execution. 

Mr.  Morris  thought  some  respect  was  due  to  the 
source  whence  these  resolutions  had  emanated— the 
legislature  of  Vermont — and  hoped  they  would  at 
least  be  laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed.  Mr.  Cal- 

*The  resolutions  shall  be  inserted  ia  our  neat. 


houn  had  no  objection  to  the  printing,  nor  would  he, 
if  laid  on  the  table,  suffer  it  to  remain  there  a long 
time.  Mr.  Cuthbert  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
fifth  resolution:  granted. 

Mr.  Allen  arose  and  offered  some  remarks  to  prove 
that  the  effect  of  the  pending  motion  was  to  deny 
the  right  of  petition,  and  for  that  reason  declared 
his  intention  to  vote  against  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  of  reception  on  the  table — at  the  same  time 
he  declared,  that  as  he  did  not  acquiesce  in  the 
prayer,  or  admit  the  right  ofthe  petitioner  to  control 
the  action  of  the  senate,  he  would,  after  the  peti- 
tion had  been  received,  vote  for  a motion  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  that  the  memori- 
al would  be  withdrawn  by  the  senator  from  Ver- 
mont, and  give  notice  that  he  would  introduce  it 
at  a future  day,  when  the  senate  was  more  prepared 
to  act.  Mr.  Preston  had  no  objection  to  the  with- 
drawal, but  wished  that  the  document  might  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate.  Mr.  Swift  in- 
quired if  in  case  of  withdrawal  the  printing  would 
be  done?  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  contended  that 
the  senator  had  no  right  to  withdraw;  the  memori- 
als were  now  in  the  possession  of  the  senate.  Mr. 
Swift  expressed  his  willingness  to  withdraw,  but 
should  certainly  present  the  memorial  again.  No 
threats  from  any  quarter  would  prevent  him  from 
doing  his  duty  to  his  constituents.  Mr.  King  ask- 
ed the  senator  from  Vermont  to  repeat  his  last  re- 
marks. Mr.  Swift  complied.  Mr.  King  demanded 
if  the  language  had  personal  allusion  to  himself. 
Mr.  Swift  had  no  allusion  to  any  senator  in  particu- 
lar, but  there  had  been  threats  relative  to  a dissolu- 
tion of  the  union.  Mr.  Calhoun.  The  honorable 
senator  must  then,  allude  to  me.  I have  made  fre- 
quent allusions  to  the  dissolution  of  the  union. — 
Whatever  I said,  I meant.  I am  able  to  defend  my 
ground,  but  I make  no  threats  toward  any  senator. 
My  feelings  on  this  momentous  subject,  and  my  re- 
marks are  public,  not  private,  in  their  bearing. 

Mr.  Swift  withdrew  his  memorial,  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  introduce  it  again  on  Tuesday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
additional  compensation  in  land  to  the  officers  and  men 
who  composed  the  battalion  of  twelve  months’  Alabama 
volunteers,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  in  Florida, 
under  the  command  of  lieut.  col.  Caulfield,  and  in  like 
proportions  to  the  families  of  those  who  fell  in  battle  or 
died  of  wounds  received,  or  diseases  contracted,  during 
said  term  of  service. 

Mr.  Rives  introduced  a bill  to  establish  and  regu- 
late navy  rations  and  for  other  purposes:  referred  to 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  re- 
ported a bill  to  amend  the  5th  section  ofthe  act  of 
3d  June,  1834,  for  the  better  organization  of  the  ma- 
rine corps,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry, reported  a bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  passed  1790,  with  amendments. 

Also  a bill  amending  the  acts  respecting  the  judi- 
cial system  ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a bill  authorizing  the  erection 
of  a hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington;  which  was 
passed  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finances,  re- 
ported a bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  as  ahall  not  resume  specie 
payments  by  the  1st  of  May,  1838. 

Mr.  Prentiss  introduced  a bill  to  establish  a board 
ofcommissioners  to  examine  and  hear  claims  against 
the  United  States;  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  authorizing  the  Wash- 
ington turnpike  company  of  Missouri  to  construct  a 
a road  through  the  public  lands:  referred  to  the  com  • 
mittee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Also  a bill  to  settle  contested  claims  that  have 
arisen  under  the  pre-emption  laws:  referred  to 
committee  on  private  land  claims. 

Mr.  Young  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a half  section  of  land  to  all  settlers  who 
shall  continue  to  occupy  and  cultivate,  for  a limit- 
ed time,  any  of  the  public  lands  bordering  on  the 
country  to  which  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  re- 
moved, as  a means  of  adding  to  the  defence  and  se- 
curity of  states  so  situated. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Roane,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the  sec- 


retary of  war  to  make  certain  experiments  in  pro- 
jectiles, at  the  public  expense. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  and  adopted  inquir- 
ing into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salaries 
of  the  United  States  judge  ofthe  western  district  of 
Virginia;  also  that  of  the  judge  and  district  attor- 
ney for  the  district  oflndiana;  also  the  judge  ofthe 
district  of  Mississippi;  and  increasing  the  pay  of  ju- 
rors attending  the  United  States  courts. 

The  bills  to  allow  drawback  on  imported  hemp, 
when  manufactured  in  this  country;  to  remit  the 
duties  on  goods  destroyed  at  the  fire  in  New  York; 
and  to  designate  the  boundary  line  between  the 
state  of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  business,  and 
shortly  after. 

Adjourned, 

December  20.  But  little  business  of  importance 
was  transacted  in  the  senate  to-day;  the  particulars 
will,  however,  be  given  in  our  next.  Mr.  Grundy, 
from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a 
bill  to  abolish  public  executions  in  capital  cases. 
By  this  bill,  the  execution  is  to  take  place  in  pre- 
sence of  the  district  attorney,  marshal,  and  twelve 
citizens  selected  by  him,  and  a certificate  ot  the 
act  having  taken  place  is  to  be  given.  A resolution 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  adopted,  calling 
on  the  secretary  of  war  to  transmit  certain  reports 
in  relation  to  the  Atlantic  and  western  rail  road. 
Among  the  bills  introduced,  was  one  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  western  emigrant  Indians.  A reso- 
lution, offered  by  Mr.  Wall,  was  adopted,  that  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  revising  the  criminal  code.  The  bill  to 
restrain  the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  was  the  special  order, 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

December  22.  This  day  the  senate  was  chiefly 
occupied  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  restrain 
the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  discussion  was  protracted,  but  did 
not  result  in  a decision  upon  the  bill.  A motion 
made  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ration ofthe  bill  until  the  second  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary next,  was  lost  by  a vote  of  14  to  27. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  Thursday  the  14th,  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Bond  on  the  11th,  relative  to  specie  paid  by 
deposite  banks,  since  the  suspension,  was  consider- 
ed and  agreed  to. 

The  following  select  committees  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Taliaferro,  Poller,  Pope,  Rhctt  and  Cleve- 
land, were  appointed  a select  committee  upon  the 
petition  of  general  Duff  Green  for  stereotyping  the 
laws  ofthe  United  States. 

Messrs.  Underwood,  Lyon,  Gray,  Holsey  and 
Reilly  were  appointed  a select  committee  upon  the 
memorial  of  James  Ramsey’s  heirs  and  representa- 
tives, praying  remuneration  for  the  invention  of  the 
steamboat. 

Messrs.  Harrison,  Hopkins,  Southgate,  Sawyer 
and  Dunn  were  appointed  a select  committee  upon 
the  petition  ofthe  heirs  of  Daniel  Boone. 

The  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Peter 
Yarnell  and  Samuel  Mitchell,  viz:  Messrs.  Morgan, 
McKennan,  Holt,  Chambers,  Hamer,  Lyon  and  Reilly. 

The  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
W.  Murphy,  asking  the  erection  of  a monument  to 
the  memory  of  David  Williams,  one  of  the  captors 
of  major  Andre,  in  the  time  ofthe  revolutionary 
war,  presented  bv  Mr.  McClellan, of  New  York,  viz: 
Messrs.  McClellan,  of  New  York,  Craig,  Deberry, 
Hubley  and  Maxwell. 

Friday,  Dec.  15.  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  gave  no- 
tice that  to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a bill  authorizing  the  demarcation  of  the  northeast- 
ern bonndaiy  line  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  (Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair)  upon  the 
resolutions  offered  by  himself  on  a former  day,  re- 
ferring the  president’s  message  to  the  appropriate 
committees. 

Mr.  Haynes  so  modified  the  resolutions  as  to  in- 
clude the  appropriate  reference  of  so  much  of  the 
said  message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  regu- 
lations necessary  to  prevent  steamboat  accidents. 

The  resolutions  being  taken  up  seriatim,  the  first 
and  second  were  adopted  without  debate. 

The  question  arising  as  to  the  third,  whic’i  pro- 
poses a reference  of  the  subject  ol  the  finances  and 
ofthe  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means — 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  an  additional  resolution, 
by  way  of  amendment,  that  so  much  of  the  said 
message  as  relates  to  the  issue,  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  old  notes  of 
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the  bank,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary; winch  Mr.  Haynes  accepted  as  an  additional 
mollification  of  the  resolutions  ode  red  by  him. 

Mr.  IVise  opposed  the  resolution  in  a speech  ol 
considerable  length  on  the  subject  of  the  message 
in  general;  in  the  course  of  which  he  showed  va- 
rious reasons  why  he  deemed  the  proposed  refer- 
ence (in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  organi- 
zation of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means)  as  in- 
expedient and  improper.  He  was  replied  to  by 

Mr.  Haynes,  who  urged  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution as  a matter  of  usage  and  form. 

Messrs.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  and  Reed,  of  Mass,  fol- 
lowed, in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  Mr.  Boon, 
of  Indiana,  made  some  incidental  remarks  in  reply, 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Ewing,  responded;  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cuinbreleng,  the  committee  rose. 

The  two  first  resolutions  (for  reference  of  the 
subjects  of  foreign  relations  and  commerce)  were 
reported  to  the  house,  and 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  when  this  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  until  Monday  next. 

This  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  been  re-  ' 
quested  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Wolff,  now  in  this  city,  to  I 
ask  for  the  use  of  the  hall,  at  11  o’clock,  to-morrow,  1 
for  the  purposeof  delivering  a public  lecture  there-  I 
in.  Doubtless,  remarked  Mr.  Adams,  the  name  of' 
this  gentleman  is  familiar  already  to  every  gen- 
tleman upon  that  floor.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  men  living  on  the  earth  at  this  time. 
He  was  originally  a Jew,  and,  after  the  most  pro- 
found investigation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  a patient 
and  assiduous  comparison  of  the  old  and  new  Tes- 
taments, he  had  been  brought,  by  the  aid  of  a most 
powerful  intellect,  to  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  revelation.  To  the  propagation  of 
that  gospel  throughout  the  world  he  had  ever  since 
been  devoting  all  his  powers.  In  the  beautiful  lan- 
guage of  bishop  Heber — 

“From  Greenland’s  icy  mountains. 

From  India’s  coral  strand. 

Where  Afric’s  sunny  fountains 
Roll  down  o’er  golden  sand, 

From  many  an  ancient  river. 

From  many  a palmy  plain, 

They  call  us  to  deliver 

Their  land  from  error’s  chain!” 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  this  call  this  applicant  has 
responded.  He  has  visited  every  part  of  the  world, 
in  which  his  eloquence,  his  zeal,  his  untiring  zeal 
and  influence  could  make  themselves  felt  in  the 
propagation  of  Christian  knowledge;  and  now,  in 
pursuance  of  his  great  design,  he  has  come  to  our 
own  shores,  and  in  lectures,  in  sermons,  and  in  so- 
ciety, has  already  made  much  progress  in  its  ac- 
complishment. Mr.  A.  said  that  he  had  heard  one 
of  these  lectures,  in  one  of  the  churches  of  this 
city,  in  which  the  reverend  gentleman  had  detailed 
the  course  of  his  adventures,  which  had  been  of 
the  most  deeply  interesting  and  romantic  character; 
and  a more  profound,  closely-reasoned,  and  con- 
vincing argument  upon  the  proofs  of  Christianity, 
than  that  contained  in  the  lecture  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  it  had  never  been  his  lotto  listen  to. 

Mr.  A.  thought  that  the  object  was  one  deserving 
of  that  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  house  which 
he  had  requested;  and  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
there  would  be  any  well-founded  objection  offered 
to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  asked  if  it  was  not  un- 
usual for  the  house  to  adjourn  over  a working  day, 
for  any  other  purpose  than  for  the  business  of  the 
nation? 

Mr.  Adams  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the 
house  had  already  resolved  to  adjourn  over  until 
Monday,  and  that  to-morrow  would  not,  therefore, 
be  a working  day.  The  two  motions  will  be  found, 
distinct  from  each  other,  upon  the  journal. 

The  chair  observed  that  such  would  be  the  form 
of  entering  the  two  motions  upon  the  journal. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Va. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  postmaster  general  to 
pay  to  Elisha  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the  amount  of 
three  drafts  drawn  on  the  2.9th  day  of  December, 
1834,  by  William  Smith,  late  mail  contractor,  in 
livor  of  said  Jackson,  one  for  $237,  payable  the  1st 
daj  of  August,  1835;  another  for  $237,  payable  the 
1st  day  of  November,  1835;  and  another  for  $239, 
payable  the  1st  day  of  February,  1836;  which  were 
duly  accepted  by  the  treasurer  of  the  department, 
and  have  keen  protested  for  non-payment. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the 
expenditures  on  the  public  buildings  for  1837,  from 
the  commissioner  thereof,  in  obedience  to  the  act 
of  1829. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  ol  the  navy  up- 


on the  petition  of  Cornelius  Tiers,  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  17th  of  May,  1S3G. 

And  a joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  appointing 
a committee  on  enrolled  bills.  Concurred  in. 

The  private  bills  from  the  senate,  the  first  for  (he 
relief  of  Elisha  Towns,  and  the  other  for  that  of 
Erastus  and  Thaddeus  Fairbanks,  were  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  commmittee  on  patents. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  IS.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read.  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  arose  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  A few  days  since  my  colleague 
(Mr.  Fletcher)  was  excused  from  serving  on  the 
committee  of  ways  and  mparis  of  this  house.  The 
speaker  did  me  the  honor  of  appointing  me  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  withdrawal.  The 
circumstances  under  which  that  vacancy  occurred, 
which  I deeply  regret,  seem  to  render  it  improper 
that  I should  occupy  the  place  on  that  important 
committee.  This,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, is  the  opinion  of  all  my  colleagues  from 
Massachusetts. 

I therefore,  sir,  respectfully  decline  the  appoint- 
ment, and  ask  the  house  to  excuse  me  from  serving. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  excused  accordingly,  and  the 
speaker  directed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

A large  number  of  petitions  and  memorials,  many 
of  which  prayed  lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  were  presented. 

Among  the  memorials  presented  was  one  by  Mr. 
Adams,  from  a peace  society,  praying  that  congress 
will  accede  to  a proposition  of  the  legislature  of 
Mexico,  that  all  matters  in  issue  between  the  two 
countries  should  be  amicably  arranged,  or  submit- 
ted to  arbitration. 

Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, “with  instructions  to  read,  consider,  and  re- 
port thereon.” 

Mr.  Howard  remarked  that  the  subject  had  alrea- 
dy been  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
under  (he  order  of  the  house  of  Friday  last.  He 
inquired  if  the  motion  was  in  order,  without  first 
repealing  that  order? 

The  chair  ruled  the  motion  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs.  With  reference  to  the  instruc- 
tions “to  read,”  Mr.  H.  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
if  he  ever  knew  an  instance  of  that  committee  re- 
porting on  any  subject  without  reading  it? 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  never  knew  that  com- 
mittee to  do  so,  but  an  instance  did  exist  of  another 
standing  committee  not  only  doing  so,  but  a majo- 
rity of  that  floramittee  had  admitted  it  in  a publica- 
tion over  their  own  signatures. 

The  chair  said  the  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate, 
must  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  an  anti  abolition  petition 
from  citizens  of  his  district,  and  moved  its  printing 
and  reference  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cushman  of  N.  H.  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  pa- 
pers, remonstrating  against  the  admission  of  Texas  into 
the  union,  be  laid  on  the  table  until  an  application 
be  made  therefor  on  the  part  of  that  government. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  presented  sundry  petitions,  and  also 
offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  any 
application  has  been  made  by  the  British  government 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  leave  to 
march  troops  over  the  territory  now  in  dispute  between 
the  governments  aforesaid;  and,  if  so,  the  action  of  this 
government  thereon. 

A message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  his 
private  secretary,  Abraham  Van  Buren,  esq.  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  war,  covering  a report 
from  the  chief  engineer,  in  reference  to  the  im- 
provement of  Little  Egg  harbor,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smith,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

Mr.  Dawson  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  house  what  number  of  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians  is  yet  remaining  within  the  limits 
of  the  state  of  Georgia;  how  many  have  gone  west  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  in  conformity  with  the  late  treaty 
between  that  tribe  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  whether  he  apprehends  any  difficulty  in  remov- 


ing those  who  yet  remain,  when  the  time  stipulated  for 
(heir  removal  shall  arrive;  what  portion,  if  any,  of  said 
tribe  have  signified  their  intention  to  conform  to  said 
treaty;  whether  he  has  any  information  in  his  depart- 
ment indicating  a hostile  intent  among  said  Indians  to- 
ward the  citizens  of  Georgia;  and  whether  he  has  any 
reason  which  may  incline  him  to  apprehend  that  said 
Indians  or  any  part  of  them  may  commit  acts  of  vio- 
lence upon  the  citizens  or  depredations  upon  the  pro- 
perty, about  the  time  they  shall  by  the  treaty  be  required 
to  remove;  what  military  force  he  has  established  irpthat 
section  of  the  union  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaty,  if  necessary,  and  to  prevent  acts  of  violence  or 
depredations  by  the  Indians;  whether  he  contemplates 
an  increase  of  military  strength  in  that  section;  to  what 
extent  and  at  what  time.  And  that  the  secretary  be 
requested  to  say  whether  any  precautionary  measures 
should  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  congress  to  aid  his  de- 
partment in  causing  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  and  preventing  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  depredations  from  said  Indians  or  any  part 
of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins, 

Resolved,  That  the  conimittee  on  revolutionary  claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  a 
duplicate  military  land  warrant  heretofore  issued  to 
Crawford  Johnson,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  which 
has  been  lost. 

Mr.  Montgomery  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  house-y 

1st.  The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  Stales  sold  since  they  were  ceded  to  the 
United  States;  exhibiting  the  nett  proceeds,  and  distin- 
guishing between  those  which  have  been  sold  within 
(he  limits  of  the  different  states  and  territories.  ; 

2d.  The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  which  have 
been  surveyed  and  exposed  to  sale  in  the  several  states 
and  territories,  and  showing  the  amount  sold  and  the 
amount  remaining  to  be  sold,  according  to  the  last  re- 
turns. 

3d.  The  amount  which  has  been  actually  patented 
in  bounties  to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

4th.  The  amount  granted  to  each  of  the  states  and 
territories,  and  for  what  purpose. 

5th.  The  amount  set  apart  or  reserved  for  schools  and 
other  purposes  in  the  several  states  and  territories. 

6th.  The  amount  granted  in  donations  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine  and  olive,  and  for  other  purposes,  to 
general  Lafayette. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rariden, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and 
continuing  in  force  the  act  authorizing  certain  goldiera 
of  the  last  war  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands  drawn  by 
them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson  of  New  Fork,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a ship  and  steamboat  canal  around  the  falls 
of  Niagara,  and  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  bearing  date  the  14th  of 
April,  1836,  together  with  the  maps  and  accompanying 
documents,  (which  document  is  numbered  214  of  the 
first  session  of  the  24th  congress)  together  with  all  other 
papers  on  file  with  the  clerk  of  this  house  relating  to 
that  subject,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  follow- 
ing, which  lie  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state,  treasury,  war, 
and  navy  he  directed,  severally,  to  report  to  the  house 
the  amount  of  postage  paid  on  letters  and  papers  trans- 
mitted from  their  respective  departments  by  the  express 
mail  since  its  institution. 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
inform  the  house,  whether  in  estimating  the  amount  of 
money  received  for  postage  on  letters  and  papers  trans- 
mitted by  the  express  mail,  he  includes  any  estimate  of 
postages  on  letters  or  papers  transmitted  by  that  mail 
from  himself  or  any  officer  or  officers  of  his  depart- 
ment, having  the  privilege  of  franking,  through  the  or- 
dinary mail;  and  if  so,  what  amount  of  postages  in  let- 
ters and  papers  from  his  department  are  so  included, 
or  is  subject  to  be  included,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  express  mail. 

Mr.  Mallory  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
cause  a continuation  of  the  survey  for  an  inland  route 
between  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia, (authorized  by  an  act  of  the  last  congress,)  be- 
ginning at  the  northeastern  termination  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal,  and  extending  to  Hampton  Roads,  and 
also  the  country  between  the  canal  and  Gosport,  with 
a view  to  ascertain  the  expediency  of  continuing  the 
canal  to  that  place,  or  improving  the  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Johnson, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  ap- 
propriations  of  lands  to  satisfy  the  warrants  on  scrip 
which  have  been  issued,  or  which  may  hereafter  issue, 
according  to  the  resolutions  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  revolutionary 
services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  appropriation 

heretofore  made  for  the  erection  of  a marine  hospital  ui 
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the  city  of  Mobile  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  purchase 
a suitable  site  for  the  same,  and  to  complete  the  requi- 
site buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pennybacker, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
allowing  to  the  clerks  in  the  post  office  in  this  city,  the 
ten  per  cent,  allowed  to  the  cierks  in  the  several  offices 
of  government  by  the  general  appropriation  law  of 
1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  to  encourage  the  employment  of  boys  in  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States,  when  bound  to  for- 
eign ports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 'on  process  issuing 
out  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
in  each  of  the  states  wherein  imprisonment  and  arrest 
for  debt  have  been  abolished  by  the  laws  thereof. 

Mr.  Slade,  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  showing  the 
number  of  acres  of  public  lands  which  have  been  pur- 
chased under  the  laws  granting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion, distinguishing  the  several  laws  under  which,  and 
the  several  states  and  territories  in  which  such  pur- 
chases have  been  made:  and  that  he  also  be  directed 
to  communicate  any  information  which  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  his  department,  touching  any  associations 
which  may  have  been  formed  by  intruders  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their  relative  rights 
of  ocdupancy,  and  of  putting  down  competition  at  the 
public  sales  of  such  lands. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act 
granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  when  their 
husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  July  4,  1836, 
so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  section  to  all  wi- 
dows of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, whose  husbands  were  entitled  to  a pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  an 
act  of  congress,  passed  the  10th  of  March,  1828,  for  the 
collection  of  tonnages  on  vessels  at  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, to  be  applied  towards  the  preservation  of  the  har- 
bor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  buildings 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  buildings 
occupied  as  offices  of  the  navy  department,  and  the  oc- 
casion for  additional  convenient  accommodations  to  the 
officers  and  clerks  employed  therein;  and  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  enlarging  the  building  and  providing  the 
means  of  greater  security  from  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
valuable  papers  and  records  which  it  contains. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  rate  of  postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions 
consider  the  expediency  of  making  further  provision  for 
the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  “Old  Fourth  Regiment  of 
the  United  States  infantry.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  per- 
manent provision  for  releasing  seamen  from  the  pay- 
ment of  hospital  money. 

Mr.  Grant  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  the  whole  amount  of  postage  col- 
lected by  his  department,  on  newspapers,  for  six  months, 
ending  June  30, 1837. 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  house  a statement,  exhibiting  a list  of  all  per- 
sons with  whom  he  has  contracted  to  carry  express  mails, 
the  length  of  each  contract  by  measurement  or  estimate, 
the  offices  at  which  the  express  mail  is  opened  on  each 
route,  the  average  weight  of  each  mail,  and  the  annual 
compensation  stipulated  to  be  paid  .to  each  and  every 
contractor  on  express  mail  routes,  and  the  duration  of 
each  contract. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slade, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  the  Vermont-volunteers,  who  went  to 
Plattsburg  upon  the  invasion  by  the  enemy,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1814. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  transla- 
tion of  all  the  pamphlets  in  the  Spanish  language,  stat- 
ed in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  this  house  to 
have  been  printed  and  circulated  by  the  late  minister 
from  the  republic  of  Mexico,  Gorostiza,  before  his  de- 
parture front  this  country,  and  the  name  of  the  diplo- 


matic functionary  from  a foreign  government  who  com- 
municated a copy  of  said  pamphlet  to  the  secretary  of 
state. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  the  pension  act  of  4th  July, 
1836,  to  widows  who  were  married  prior  to  the  1st 
January,  1785,  and  tq  widows  whose  husbands  may 
have  died,  or  shall  die,  after  the  4th  March,  1831,  or 
whose  husbands  were  killed  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Fillmore  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
sea  wall,  or  embankment,  extending  from  the  pier  at 
Buffalo  harbor,  along  the  shore  at  the  foot  of  Lake 
Erie,  sufficiently  far  to  protect  the  public  works,  har- 
bor, and  city  of  Buffalo  from  injury  by  inundation  from 
the  lake  in  cases  of  high  water.  And,  also,  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  any  other  improvements  in  the 
public  works  at  Buffalo  harbor,  or  additions  thereto, 
necessary  to  secure  said  works,  and  protect  said  har- 
bor and  the  adjacent  lands  from  injury  by  the  sudden 
rise  of  the  waters  of  said  lake,  and  report  to  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  graduating  the  price  of 
the  refuse  public  lands,  having  reference  to  the  length 
of  time  that  such  lands  shall  have  been  subject  to  sale 
at  private  entry,  and  of  graduating  to  the  settlers  upon 
the  public  lands  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a quantity 
not  to  exceed  a quarter-section,  to  each  head  of  a fami- 
ly, including  his  or  her  improvement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a surveyor  ge- 
neral’s office  for  the  state  of  Illinois. 

Other  resolutions  having  been  received,  on  mo- 
tion the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  i9,  1837.  Mr.  Everett,  of  Yt.,  was 
announced  as  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the 
commitee  of  ways  and  means,  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  Briggs. 

Mr.  Haynes  rose  and  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  house  to  submit  a motion  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  on  the  reference  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message;  but  withdrew  it  temporarily  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  Everett,  who  remarked  that  he  was  not  pre- 
sent when  the  journal  was  read,  but  was  informed 
that  he  had  been  announced  as  appointed  on  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr,  Fletch- 
er) vacated  some  days  ago.  Considering  what 
took  place,  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not,  consistently 
with  the  friendship  and  the  high  respect  he  bore 
that  gentleman,  accept  the  appointment.  He  add- 
ed that  he  had  come  to  this  conclusion  from  his 
own  sense  of  propriety,  without  consulting  any 
one.  He  therefore  asked  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  that  committee;  which  was  accorded  by 
the  house,  and  the  vacancy  directed  to  be  filled  by 
the  chair. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
chair,  on  tire  reference  of  various  portions  of  the 
president’s  message  to  the  appropriate  standing 
committees. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Haynes,  to  refer  every 
thing  embraced  in  the  message  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances  of  the  country,  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

The  resolution  was  sustained,  at  length,  by 
Messrs.  Duncan  and  Holsey, 

And  opposed  by  Messrs.  Williams  of  Tennessee 
and  Cushing 

Mr.  Cushing  concluded  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution: 

Whereas  the  influence  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  federal  government  has,  for  some  time 
past,  in  derogation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  continued  to  increase,  and  ought  to  be 
diminished. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  in  order  to  correct  the 
said  abuse,  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as 
relates  to  the  collection,  safe  keeping,  and  transfer 

of  the  public  moneys  be  referred  to  : , with 

instructions  to  report — 

First,  Such  method  of  keeping  the  public  trea- 
sure, effects,  and  other  property,  as  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  committee  shall  most  conduce  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare,  and  to  rescue  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and 

Secondly,  Such  other  reform  in  the  practice  of 
the  government,  as  in  their  opinion  shall  tend  to 
bring  back  the  administration  thereof  to  the  stan- 
dard of  the  original  purity  of  the  constitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  committee 
rose  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng. 


Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  his  resolution  be  print- 
ed, which  was  agreed  to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  examination  of  the  waters  of  New 
York  l)ay  and  vicinity,  in  reference  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  construction  of  dry  docks;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  re- 
ports of  the  paymaster  general,  accompanied  with 
copies  of  documents  relative  to  certain  claims  of 
Indian  volunteers:  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  20.  Charles  D.  Coffin,  from 
Ohio,  in  the  place  of  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  resigned, 
appeared,  and  took  his  seat  to-day. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that  the 
house  again  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
president’s  message. 

But  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  Slade  having  on  a former  day  presented  two 
memorials  from  Vermont  praying  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  having 
moved  that  they  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
and  debate  threatening  to  arise  thereon,  the  motion 
was  laid  over  until  this  day;  and  the  question  on 
such  reference  coming  up  in  order  as  the  first  busi- 
ness before  the  house, 

Mr.  Slade  read  one  of  the  memorials,  and  then 
proceeded  to  address  the  house  at  large  in  support 
of  his  motion.  Mr.  S.  having  animadverted  with 
some  severity  on  the  course  pursued  in  the  house 
in  regard  to  memorials  on  this  subject,  and  spoken 
of  it  as  reduced  to  a matter  of  system,  by  an  under- 
standing which  resulted  in  southern  gentlemen  in- 
variably rising  and  moving  to  lay  all  motions  for  the 
reference  of  these  memorials  on  the  table — 

Mr.  Wise  interposed,  and  with  some  warmth  re- 
pelled the  idea  of  any  preconcert  or  understanding 
on  his  own  part  (and  he  had  most  frequently  made 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table)  with  a single  indi- 
vidual; and,  so  far  from  there  being  a systematic 
arrangement  among  southern  gentlemen  on  the 
matter,  there  was,  on  the  contrary,  a total  want  of 
conceit;  and  as  to  the  promptitude  of  the  chair  in 
anticipating  such  motions  before  they  were  com- 
pletely uttered,  he  would  do  the  speaker  the  justice 
to  testify  that  never  had  a word,  or  even  intimation 
passed  between  the  chair  and  any  southern  gentle- 
man in  relation  to  these  motions. 

Mr  Slade  disclaimed  any  personal  charge  either 
on  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  or  the  speaker. 
The  promptitude  of  the  chair  was  proper,  and 
arose  from  a desire  to  save  time. 

Mr.  S.  then  resumed  his  speech,  but  had  proceed- 
ed but  a little  further,  when 

Mr.  Dawson  called  upon  him  for  an  explanation 
of  a remark  he  had  made,  that  the  course  pursued 
in  relation  to  these  abolition  memorials  would  have 
mantled  the  cheek  of  a British  parliament  with  hon- 
est shame  and  indignation.  Did  the  gentleman 
mean  to  charge  that  Mr.  D.  bad  ever  so  acted  in 
this  matter  as  would  mantle  the  cheek  of  an  honest 
man  with  indignation  either  in  parliament  or  any- 
where else? 

Mr.  Slade  said  that  he  meant  to  give  application 
to  the  remark  no  further  than  the  language  itself 
implied.  He  then  resumed;  and  having,  after  some 
time,  concluded  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  manner 
of  treating  these  memorials,  and  what  he  considered 
as  a more  manly  and  dignified  course  to  be  pursued 
in  relation  to  the  whole  subject,  by.  referring  them 
to  a select  committee,  he  proceeded  to  the  subject 
of  the  memorial  itself,  which  prayed  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  And 
what,  asked  Mr.  S.  is  slavery? 

[The  chair  here  interposed,  and  observed  that 
Mr.  S.  could  not  discuss  the  merits  of  the  memorial 
on  a mere  motion  for  its  commitment.  The  question 
before  the  house  was  the  question  of  commitment 
alone,  and  to  that  Mr.  S.  must  confine  his  remarks. 
The  motion  for  commitment  had  been  accompanied 
with  rio  instructions:  had  it  been,  the  whole  field 
would  have  been  opened.] 

Mr.  Slade  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
and  forthwith  modified  his  motion  for  the  commit- 
ment of  these  memorials  to  a select  committee, 
by  adding  “with  instructions  to  report  a bill  aboksh- 
ing  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  the  motion,  thus  mod- 
ified, must  not  lie  over  one  day? 

The  chair  replied  that  the  memorial  having 
been  received,  and  the  motion  entertained  for  its 
reference  to  a committee,  such  would  cot  be  the  case. 

Mr.  Slade  was  about  to  resume;  when 

Mr.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave  to 
say  a word. 
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Mr.  Slade  pausing — 

Mr.  Legare  said  he  wished  to  implore*  the  gen- 
tleman l'rom  Vermont  solemnly  to  consider  what  he 
was  doing.  He  supplicated  him  for  the  sake  of  his 
own  constituents,  for  the  sake  of  those  ol  Mr.  L. 
for  the  sake  of  us  all,  to  pause  and  seriously  to  re- 
flect before  he  took  another  step  on  the  ground  be- 
fore him.  Mr.  L.’s  constituents  had  not  directed 
him  thus  to  interfere,  but,  as  a man,  as  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  he  would  supplicate  the  gentleman  to 
take  further  time  to  consider.  If  it  was  true,  as 
the  gentleman  bad  said,  that  a spirit  had  been' 
awakened  on  this  subject  which  could  never  be 
suppressed  or  chiden  into  submission,  when  the 
most  solemn  and  explicit  contracts  loibade  its  in- 
dulgence, when  the  agitation  of  the  question  might 
involve  the  fate  of  a nation,  of  a continent,  nay,  of 
the  entire  world,  let  that  gentleman  be  assured, 
(and  he  warned  him  not  in  the  language  of  defi- 
ance, for  that  he  well  knew  brave  men  every  where 
despised),  but  let  the  gentleman  be  well  assured 
that  that  spirit  would  be  encountered  by  another  as 
incapable  to  the  full  of  being  repressed  by  any  hu- 
man power.  If  the  question  must  be  forced  upon 
them,  they  were  perfectly  and  promptly  ready  to 
take  up  the  gauntlet.  Let  him  tell  the  gentleman 
most  solemnly  and  seriously  that  he  had  had  occasion 
to  look  at  the  question  in  as  deliberate  and  philoso- 
phical a manner  as  the  gentleman  had  proposed  it 
should  be  examined  in  a committee;  and  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  more  to  be 
found  in  the  systems  of  philosophy,  and  in  the  body 
of  Christian  doctrine  against  both  property  and  war, 
than  against  slavery.  The  gentleman  might  as 
well  look  there  for  grounds  to  advocate  a communi- 
ty of  goods,  as  to  abolish  slavery.  There  had  not 
been,  for  more  than  1200  years  after  the  intro- 
duction of  Christianity,  the  least  possible  pretext 
brought  from  its  precepts  in  favor  of  war,  even 
where  no  previous  stipulation,  as  in  this  case,  ex- 
isted for  the  preservation  of  peace.  (Mr.  L.  spoke 
with  great  vehemence,  and  we  could,  at  times, 
with  difficulty  catch  his  language;  but  the  above 
conveys,  we  believe,  the  substance  of  his  mean- 
ing.) Could  gentlemen  wonder  that  southern  men 
were  excited  on  this  occasion?  His  constitu- 
ents had  not  sent  him  there  to  listen  to  these  things 
— to  hear,  from  day  to  day,  the  most  worn  out  com- 
monplaces brought  up  and  reiterated  in  his  ears — to 
hear  all  that  was  vital  to  the  safety  of  their  firesides, 
anil  the  very  structure  of  southern  society,  vilified 
as  an  offence  against  God  and  man.  Not  only  was 
it  wearisome  and  disgusting  beyond  endurance,  but 
he  trembled  at  its  obvious  practical  results. 

Mr.  Slade  resumed,  when 


*To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer: 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1837. 

Gentlemen:  I am  not  surprised  that,  owing  to  the 
excitement  under  which  I spoke  yesterday,  your  re- 
porter should,  as  he  expresses  it,  “catch  my  language 
with  difficulty,”  and,  on  almost  any  other  subject,  I 
should  have  suffered,  what  I was  reported  as  having 
uttered  in  debate,  to  pass  without  rectifying  it.  But  the 
matter  of  slavery  is  a tiling  by  itself,  and  I do  not  choose 
to  be  misunderstood  in  regard  to  it.  I beg,  therefore, 
(without  acknowledging  any  tiling  not  herein  denied) 
to  remark  that, 

I “implored”  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  and  did 
not  “ supplicate ,”  for  the  sake  of  his  own  constituents, 
more  than  of  mine — for  the  sake  of  the  whole  country — 
to  pause  before  he  took  such  a step  as  moving  the  in- 
structions; adding,  that  my  constituents  authorized  me 
to  hold  no  such  language,  but  that  I spoke  as  an  Ame- 
rican citizen.  I then  proceeded  to  say,  that  the  spirit 
he  spoke  of  would  most  assuredly  encounter  another 
elsewhere,  to  the  full  as  stubborn  and  invincible,  &c. 

I said,  and  say  again,  that  the  discussion  is  fraught 
with  the  most  tremendous  consequences  to  the  whole 
country;  that  it  involves  the  hopes  and  destinies  of  a 
continent— a world  (not  “ the  entire  world.”) 

I said  that  neither  in  the  New  Testament  nor  in  the 
history  of  the  church  and  of  the  Ciir.stian  world,  for  at 
least.  1,200  years  after  Christ,  was  one  word  to  be  found 
which  could  be  fairly  construed  into  prohibition,  nay, 
nor  even  a disapprobation  of  the  relation  between  mas- 
ter and  slave;  (though  all,  or  very  nearly  all,  the  servants 
then  in  the  world  were  slaves;)  still  less,  which  justified 
a Christian  man  in  disturbing  the  peace  and  endanger- 
ing the  order  of  society  with  a view  to  abolish  it:  that 
the  allegation  of  any  such  authority  revealed  an  igno- 
rance of  the  teachings  of  the  gospel,  equalled  only  by 
the  absence  of  its  spirit  winch  accompanied  it:  and  that 
I would  undertake,  it  I had  leisure  for  such  discussion, 
to  show,  in  a proper  place,  that  both  in  the  writings  of 
heathen  antiquity  and  in  the  monuments  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  beginning  with  the  gospels,  while  nothing 
can  be  found  against  slavery,  much  may  bo  found  to 
justify  or  require  a community  of  goods;  much  against 
properly;  still  more  against  war;  which,  nevertheless, "no 
Christian  man  regarded  as  a crime,  &c.  But  that  I was 
not  sent  here  to  discuss  such  things,  and  would  not  dis- 
cuss them,  &.c.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant.  H.  S.  LEGARE. 


Mr.  Dawson  asked  him  for  the  floor,  that  he 
might  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Slade  refused  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  Legare  apologized  for  having  said  more  than 
he  had  at  first  intended,  when  he  asked  his  indul- 
gence to  yield  the  floor  for  a moment. 

Mr.  Slade  resumed,  and  expressed  his  approval 
of  the  gentleman’s  ardor,  though  he  could  not  agree 
with  him  in  sentiment.  He  had  proceeded  for  a 
few  minutes,  again  inquiring  what  slavery  was? 
and  was  proceeding  to  define  it,  when — 

Mr.  Dawson  again  asked  him  for  the  floor;  and 
some  agitation  began  to  be  manifest  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Slade  again  insisted  on  his  right  to  the  floor, 
and,  continuing  to  occupy  it,  proceeded  to  quote 
from  the  authority  of  a southern  judge  as  to  the  na- 
ture and  effect  of  slavery  in  reducing  the  slave  to  a 
chattel,  &c.  when — 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  to  the  chair.  The  gentleman 
from  Vermont  was  discussing  the  question  of  sla- 
very within 'the  states,  when  his  motion  was  to  re- 
fer a memorial  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  plainly  trenching 
on  ground  held  by  all  to  be  inviolable. 

The  speaker  said  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  slavery  within  any  of  the  states. 

Mr.  Slade  denied  that  he  was  doing  so.  He  had 
quoted  the  authority,  as  he  might  a legal  opinion 
delivered  in  Great  Britain.  As  he  was  explain- 
ing — 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn. 

The  chair  pronounced  the  motion  out  of  order, 
while  a member  was  in  possession  of  the  floor  and 
addressing  the  house.  He  would,  however,  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  who  could  not  but 
observe  the  state  of  the  house,  to  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  subject  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Slade  resumed.  After  he  had  proceeded 
some  time, 

Mr.  Dawson  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the 
morning  hour  had  not  expired? 

The  chair  replied  that  the  restriction  of  one  hour 
every  morning  was  confined  to  reports  and  resolu- 
tions: but  did  not  extend  to  memorials. 

Mr.  Slade  w'ent  on  for  a considerable  time  longer, 
when  Mr.  Petriliin  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  Slade  called  Mr.  Petrikin  to  order  for  the  in- 
tern; ption. 

The  chair  declared  Mr.  Slade  in  order. 

He  proceeded  at  length,  quoting  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  the  constitutions  of  several 
of  the  states,  and  had  got  to  that  of  Virginia,  when 

Mr.  Wise  called  him  to  order. 

The  chair  decided,  from  the  rule,  that  Mr.  S. 
could  not  read  any  paper,  if  it  was  objected  to  by 
any  member,  without  the  leave  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  gentleman  had  wontonly 
discussed  the  abstract  question  of  slavery,  going 
back  to  the  very  first  day  of  the  creation,  instead 
of  slavery  as  it  existed  in  the  District,  and  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  congress  in  relation  to  it.  He  was 
now  examining  the  state  constitutions  to  show  that 
as  it  existed  in  the  states  it  was  against  them,  and 
against  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  This  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Slade  explained  and  argued  in  vindication  of 
his  course,  and  was  about  to  read  a memorial  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Madison  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  when 

The  reading  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Griffin,  of 
South  Carolina. 

The  chair  said  the  papers  could  not  be  read  with- 
out permission. 

Mr.  Slade.  Then  I send  them  to  the  clerk — let 
him  read  them. 

The  chair  said  this  w’as  equally  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Griffin  withdrew  his  objection,  and 

Mr.  Slade  proceeded  to  read  the  papers  and  com- 
ment on  them  as  he  went  on.  He  was  then  about 
to  go  back  and  show  what  hac  been  the  feeling  in 
Virginia  previously  to  the  date  of  the  memorial  of 
Franklin. 

Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  of  the 
chair  what  the  proceedings  in  Virginia  had  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  house? 

The  chair  was  about  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  Wise  rose  with  warmth,  and  said,  he  has 
discussed  the  whole  abstract  question  of  slavery; 
of  slavery  in  Virginia;  of  slavery  in  mv  own  dis- 
trict; I now  ask  all  my  colleagues  to  retire  with 
me  from  this  hall. 

Mr.  Slade.  Mr.  Speaker,  I do  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  Holsey.  I ask  the  Georgia  delegation  to  do 
the  same. 

Mr.  Rhett.  The  South  Carolina  delegation  have 
already  consulted  together,  and  agreed  to  have  a 
meeting  at  3 o’clock,  in  the  committee  room  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  speaker  here  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  been  reminded  by  the  chair  that  the 


discussion  of  slavery,  as  existing  within  the  states, 
was  not  in  order;  when  he  was  desirous  to  read  a 
paper  and  it  was  objected  to,  the  chair  had  stopped 
him;  but  the  objection  had  been  withdrawn,  and  * 
Mr.  Slade  had  been  suffered  to  proceed;  he  was 
now  about  to  read  another  paper,  and  objection 
was  made;  the  chair  would,  therefore,  take  the 
question  on  permitting  it  to  be  read. 

[Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Rhett  and  others,  rose  and 
addressed  the  chair;  a good  deal  of  confusion  pre- 
vailed; portions  of  the  southern  members  were 
leaving  the  hall.] 

Mr.  Rhett  rose  to  order.  He  asked  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  had  a right  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  Virginia?  He  thought  not;  and 
he  invited  the  whole  southern  delegation,  from  all 
the  slaveholding  states,  to  meet  forthwith  in  the 
committee  room  of  the  District. 

The  speaker  again  recapitulated  and  vindicated 
the  correctness  of  his  own  course,  as  being  dictated 
by  the  rules  of  the  house,  what  his  personal  feelings 
had  been  might  easily  be  conjectured;  had  it  been 
in  his  power  to  restrain  the  discusion,  he  should 
promptly  have  exercised  the  pow’er,  but  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Slade  said  the  paper  he  wished  to  read  was 
an  act  of  the  continental  congress  of  1774. 

The  chair  was  about  to  put  the  question  on  leave, 
when 

Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson  inquired  of  the  chair 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  house  to  vote 
that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  be  not  permitted 
to  proceed? 

The  chair  replied  it  would  not. 

Mr.  McKay,  of  N.  C.,  said  that  the  gentleman 
bad  been  pronounced  out  of  order  in  discussing  sla- 
very in  the  states;  and  the  rule  declared  that  when 
a member  was  so  pronounced  by  the  chair,  he 
should  take  his  seat,  and  if  any  one  objected  to  his 
proceeding  again,  he  should  not  do  so,  unless  by 
leave  of  the  house.  Mr.  McKay  did  now  object  to 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  proceeding  any  far- 
ther 

[Much  confusion  arose;  many  members  rising  at 
once.] 

The  chair  read  the  rule  referred  to;  and  said 
that,  as  an  objection  had  now,  for  the  first  time, 
been  made  under  that  rule  to  the  gentleman’s  re- 
suming his  speech,  the  chair  decided  that  he  could 
not  do  so  without  the  leave  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Slade  said  he  had  been  permitted  to  read  the 
papers  he  had  read,  and  to  proceed  and  comment 
on  them.  He  had  been  doing  nothing  for  these 
twenty  minutes  past,  but  by  leave  of  the  house. 

The  chair  directed  Mr.  Slade  to  take  his  seat  un- 
til the  question  on  leave  should  be  put. 

Mr.  Slade  said  he  should  not  discuss  slavery  in 
Virginia,  and  he  asked  leave  to  proceed  as  in  order. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Rencher  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Adams  and  many  others  rose  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  adjournment.  They  were 
ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted,  yeas  106,  nays  63. 

[Most  of  the  seats  of  southern  members  vacant.] 

So  the  house  adjourned. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  appointed,  as  one  of  the  southern  delegation, 
to  announce  that  all  those  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sented slaveholding  states  were  invited  to  attend 
the  meeting  now  being  held  in  the  District  commit- 
tee room. 

Thursday,  Dec.  21.  Upon  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal, Mr.  Slade*  moved  that  the  same  be  amended 
by  adding  after  the  name  of  Mr.  McKay,  in  the  last 
clause,  the  words,  ‘-renewed  the  question  of  order 
previously  made  by  Mr.  Rhett,  and  withdrawn.” 

Mr.  Slade  said  that  his  purpose  in  moving  this 
amendment  was,  that  the  journal  might  show — 
what  was  a material  fact — that  when  he  was  finally 
called  to  order  and  directed  to  take  his  seat,  he  was 
proceeding  (as  he  had  for  some  time  been  doing) 
under  the  permission  implied  in  the  previous  with- 
drawal of  the  objection,  and  the  acquiescence  of  the 
house,  audibly  expressed  in  various  quarters.  He 
deemed  this  material,  because  the  decision  of  the 
question  whether  he  should  be  allowed  to  proceed 
in  order,  (as  he  had  moved  for  leave  to  do),  might 
be  affected  by  the  question  whether,  when  finally 
called  to  order,  he  was  proceeding  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  house. 

The  chair  then  stated  the  facts  historically,  as 
contained  in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday.  The 


*Mr.  Slade  requests  us  to  say  that,  in  the  motion 
to  amend  the  journal,  made  by  him  yesterday  morn- 
ing, he  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  ques- 
tion of  order  finally  made  was  a renewal  of  one 
previously  made,  and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Rhett;  but 
that  it  was  Mr.  Griffin  who  originally  raised  the 
question  of  order,  and  withdrew  the  objection. 

[ Nat.  Intel,  of  the  22 d inst. 
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motion  of  Mr.  Slade  to  amend  the  journal  was  then 
refused  without  a division. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  consent  of  the 
house  to  offer  a resolution.  Mr.  Mams  objected. 
Mr.  Patton  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  the  resolution.  Mr.  Cushman  call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Biddle  asked  if  the  resolution  was  debateable?  The 
chair  replied  that,  when  introduced,  it  would  be- 
come so,  but  was  not  so  now.  The  vote  for  the 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  Mr.  Patton  to 
make  his  motion,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Brodfiead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  J. 
Colhoon,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crockett, 
Cushman,  Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  J.  Garland,  James 
Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Hammond,  Ha- 
mer, Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Jabez  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mene- 
fee,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker, Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rencher,  Robertson, 
Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanley,  Stuart, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, Vail,  Wage ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White, 
John  Whhe,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sher- 
rod Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 135. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  Coffin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Davee,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Ingham,  Lin- 
coln, Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  .Sheffer,  Sibley,  Slade,  Strat- 
ton, Tillinghast,  Toland,  E.  Whittlesey,  Yorke — 60. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Patton  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  all  petitions,  memorials  and  pa- 
pers touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buy- 
ing, selling  or  transferring  of  slaves  in  any  state, 
district  or  territory  of  the  United  States,  be  laid 
upon  the  table  without  being  debated,  printed,  read 
or  referred,  and  that  no  further  action  whatever 
shall  be  had  thereon.” 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  and  the  question 
upon  it  propounded  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Patton  said  that  this  resolution  was  offered 
m the  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony.  It  involved, 
so  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  and  so  far  as 
concerned  some  portion  of  the  representatives  of 
slaveholding  states,  a concession  which  they  held 
to  be  very  considerable.  He  considered  it,  however, 
as  a timely  sacrifice  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  country.  He  hoped  that  the  effect  would  be  to 
allay,  not  to  exasperate  and  excite  agitation  and 
angry  feeling.  The  desire  of  those  with  whose 
concurrence  this  resolution  was  offered,  was,  to  ex- 
tinguish, and  not  to  kindle  the  flame  of  discord  and 
excitement  in  the  country.  In  such  a spirit,  with- 
out a word  of  comment,  or  giving  utterance  to  one 
of  those  emotions  which  were  swelling  in  his  bo- 
som, at  the  recollection  of  the  scenes  of  yesterday, 
he  should  do  on  this  that  which  he  had  never  done 
before,  since  he  had  been  a member  of  that  house, 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  remarked  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  been  permitted  to  make 
remarks,  in  introducing  his  resolution,  and — 

[Here  Mr.  Ada-ms  was  interrupted  by  loud  cries 
of  order,  and  the  speaher  pronouncing  him  out  of 
order,  whilst  a motion  for  the  previous  question  was 
pending,] 

Resumed  his  seat. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
by  a vote,  by  tellers — 124  ayes,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  then  recurring,  “shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  question 
was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty.  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bruyn,  Buckhnnan,  John  Calhoun.  Cambreleng 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Timothy  .T.  Carter,  W.  B.  Carter! 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cil- 
ley, Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Craig,  Crock- 
ett, Cushman,  Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole. 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Foster.  Fry.  J.  Gar- 
land, J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Hammond,  Hamer, 


Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  J.  Jackson,  J.  John- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Robert- 
son, Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thos.  T. 
Whittlesey,  I.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  .T.  W.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wiliams,  Wise,  Yell— 129. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Rariden,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White, 
E.  Whittlesey — 63. 

[When  Mr.  Wise’s  name  was  called,  he  rose,  and 
said  he  preferred  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  this 
question  at  all.  He  was  in  the  hall,  and  if  not  ex- 
cused should  vote  yea.  And  the  chair  decided  that 
he  could  not  now  be  excused,  as  the  request  should 
have  been  made  before  the  division  was  ordered. — 
Mr.  W.  then  answered  yea.] 

The  main  question,  being  thus  ordered,  was  put 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breieng,  Wm.  \>.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Timothy 
.1.  Carter,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Deberry,  DeGrafl;  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole, Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  J.  Garland, 
J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Plunter,  .1. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lornm 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin’ 
Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter  Pen- 
nybacker, Petriken,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rei- 
ly, Rencher,  Robertson,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stewart, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Wagener,  Weeks,  John  White,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  .1. 
W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  PI.  Williams 
Yell— 122. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Chaney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fos- 
ter, Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Greennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Ha- 
mer, Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  Kil- 
gore, Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Mathias  Morris,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Patter- 
son, Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgwajg Russell,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Toucey,  Web- 
ster, Albert  S.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Yorke— 74. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

When  the  roll  was  about  being  called,  Mr.  Bun- 
can,  of  Ohio,  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  state 
the  reasons  at  that  time,  for  the  vote  he  should 
give? 

The  chair  responded  in  the  negative. 

When  Mr.  Adams’s  name  was  called,  he  arose, 
and,  amidst  cries  of  order,  made  the  following 
statement: 

“I  hold  the  resolution  to  be  a violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  of  the  right  of 
my  constituents,  and  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  petition,  and  of  my  right  to  freedom  of 
speech,  as  a member  of  this  house.” 

Mr.  Sawyer,  ot  North  Carolina,  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  when  his  name  was  called. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  request  was  not  made 
in  (he  proper  time. 

Mr.  Wise  did  not  vote  on  the  question  at  all,  but 
rose  and  remarked  that  he  was  here.  He  did  not 
hold  it  as  a proper  question  for  him,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  constituents,  to  vote  upon. 

Mi-.  Adams  (alter  the  clerk  had  read  over  the 
list)  remarked  that  he  did  not  hear  his  name  re- 
corded. He  asked  to  have  his  answer  recorded. 

The  speaker  said  the  only  answer  that  could  be 
given  to  the  call  was  Aye  or  No. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  his  answer  be  entered 
upon  the  journal  as  he  gave  it. 


The  chair  decided  that  such  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Adams  requested  that  his  request  and  the 
speaker’s  decision  be  recorded  as  a part  of  the 
journal. 

The  debate  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Haynes,  of 
Georgia,  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  Cush- 
ing, of  Massachusetts,  was  resumed  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,)  and  con- 
tinued briefly  by  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  and  at 
greater  length  by  Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Underwood  having  concluded  his  remarks — 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
committee  especially  on  the  delays  which  had  pre- 
vented the  sailing  of  the  exploring  expedition,  and 
generally  on  existing  abuses  in  the  . navy  depart- 
ment, which  he  represented  as  going  headlong  to 
ruin,  owing  to  the  utter  incompetency  and  misman- 
agement of  the  present  secretary,  whom  he  accus- 
ed of  hostility  to  the  increase  and  prosperity  ot  that 
branch  of  the  national  defence,  and  of  a system  of 
favoriteism  which  had  disgusted  our  navai  officers, 
and  threatened  to  drive  them  from  the  service. 
Mr.  S.  indicated  his  intention  of  following  up  this 
attack,  by  hereafter  introducing  a resolution  propos- 
ing a through  inquiry  into  the  condition  and  man- 
agement of  the  navy. 

The  committee  then  rose,  ori  motion  of  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, ol  Pennsylvania,  who,  of  course,  has  the  floor 
for  to-morrow. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  architect  of  the  public  buildings,  in 
relation  to  the  plan  of  an  edifice  for  the  depart- 
ment ol  state  and  the  general  post  office;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  buildings. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  on  the  subject  of  insolvent  debtors;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  reading,  and  were  appropriately  refer- 
red. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  amending  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1832, 
“providing  for  liquidating  and  paying  certain 
claims  of  the  state  of  Virginia,”  as  to  embrace  offi- 
cers entitled  to  five  years’  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life;  and  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  such  judgments  as  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  recovered  against  the 
state  of  Virginia,  for  half  pay  or  commutation  pay 
under  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia  of  May, 
1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  present 
state  of  the  currency  within  the  said  District,  and 
report  to  this  house  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary in  their  opinion  to  improve  its  condition. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a resolution  that  the  clerk  cause  5,000  co- 
pies of  the  designs  for  marine  hospitals  on  the 
western  waters  to  be  lithographed:  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  resolution  heretofore  offered,  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  returns  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
press mail,  newspapers,  &c.  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  pension  laws,  was  also 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Cushman  offered  an  amendment  thereto; 
pending  the  consideration  of  which 

The  house  adjourned. 

SEIZURE  OF  POWELL,  OR  OSCEOLA. 
From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  of  the  14 th  inst. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  major  general 
Jesup,  to  a friend  in  1 his  city,  explaining  his  mo- 
tives lor  the  seizure  of  Powell  and  other  chiefs  and 
warriors,  and  the  measures  which  were  adopted  on 
the  occasion,  has  been  furnished  for  publication.  It 
gives  the  details  of  a very  interesting  event  in  this 
protracted  war,  and  we  have  thought  it  not  only  well 
worthy  the  space  devoted  to  it,  but  as  due  to  gen. 
Jesup  that  his  motives  should  be  known. 

However  revolting  the  violation  ol  a ffag  of  truce 
may  at  first  appear,  yet  when  we  reflect  that  the 
general  was  dealing  with  savages,  who  had  once 
forfeited  their  plighted  faith,  anil  deceived  him— 
that  the  interview  was  sought  by  them,  and  proba- 
bly with  the  worst  of  motives— it  is  believed  that 
he  will  not  only  be  justified  by  public  opinion,  on 
the  expediency  of  the  measure,  hut  will  be  com- 
mended for  it. 

Picolata.  November  17,  1837. 

Dear  sip.:  As  I shall  depart  to-day  lor  the  inte- 
rior, and,  in  the  casualties  ot  an  active  campaign,  i 
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is  possible  I may  not  return,  I desire  that  the  sei- 
zure of  Powell  and  other  chiefs  and  warriors  may 
be  understood  by  my  friends. 

Powell,  Coacoochee,  the  two  Hickses,  and  seve- 
ral other  sub-chiefs,  organized  the  abduction  of  Mi- 
canopy  and  other  hostages  in  June  last.  Coacoo- 
chee, John  Cavatlo,  (the  latter oneof  the  hostages,) 
with  several  others,  carried  the  hostages  off,  and 
with  them  their  people.  I then  resolved  to  take  all 
who  were  concerned  in  the  measure,  whenever  the 
opportunity  might  present.  The  capture  of  Philip, 
by  gen.  Hernandez  opened  the  way  to  effect  my  ob- 
ject sooner  than  I had  hoped.  Coacoochee  carried 
off  Micanopv  by  force,  and  if  he  had  been  a white 
man  I would  have  executed  him  the  moment  he 
came  into  my  hands.  His  father,  (Philip),  how- 
ever, asked  permission  to  send  him  out  with  mes- 
sages to  the  chiefs  and  warriors.  He  returned  with 
one  of  my  hostages,  John  Cavallo,  and  with  most  of 
the  sub-chiefs  and  warriors  who  were  concerned  in 
the  abduction.  I determined,  at  once,  that  they 
should  be  seized  and  held  as  hostages  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  out. 

I gave  lieut.  Peyton,  commanding  at  Fort  Peyton, 
a confidential  order  to  seize  them  if  they  should 
come  into  the  fort.  Late  at  night,  however,  I 
learned  from  gen.  Hernandez  that  they  could  not  be 
induced  to  come  into  the  fort,  and  the  messenger 
whom  they  sent  in,  John  Cavallo,  my  hostage,  de- 
sired the  general  to  meet  them  at  their  camp,  with- 
out an  escort,  saying  he  would  be  perfectly  safe 
among  them,  without  troops.  I observed  to  the 
general,  that  wherever  John  Cavallo  was,  foul  play 
might  be  expected,  and  I had  no  doubt  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Indians  was  to  seize  a sufficient  number 
of  officers  to  exchange  for  Philip  and  the  Euchee 
chief,  and  I directed  that  he  should  increase  his 
escort.  I requested  him  to  call  in  the  morning  for 
final  instructions,  and  I sent  an  express  to  lieut. 
Peyton,  with  a note,  informing  him  that  he  would 
have  no  opportunity  to  execute  my  confidential  or- 
der, and  he  must  not  attempt  it  unless  the  whole 
force  should  place  themselves  within  his  power; 
but  that  we  must  trust  to  events. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  gen.  Hernandez  call- 
ed for  final  instructions.  ] then  informed  him  that 
I was  inclined  not  to  permit  the  Indians  to  escape, 
and  I gave  him  a memorandum  of  the  heads  of 
the  conversation  I desired  him  to  hold  with  them, 
of  which  paper  No.  2 is  a copy.  The  general 
departed  to  Fort  Peyton,  accompanied  by  a num- 
ber of  officers  and  citizens;  among  the  former  were 
the  gentlemen  of  my  staff.  Without  communicat- 
ing iny  inleiitiuu  to  any  one,  1 followed  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Peyton,  sent  in  for  lieut.  Peyton, 
and  ascertained  from  him  the  number  and  position 
of  the  Indians;  I directed  him  to  go  forward  and 
ascertain  whether  the  answers  of  the  Indians,  to 
the  inquiries  made  by  gen.  Hernandez,  seemed  satis- 
factory. In  the  mean  time  I detached  an  aid,  who 
had  joined  me,  with  orders  to  gen.  Hernandez  to 
seize  all  the  party  if  the  talk  was  not  satisfactory. 

Lieut.  Peyton  returned  to  Fort  Peyton,  whither  I 
had  gone,  and  related  to  me  the  substance  of  the 
answers  given  by  the  Indians.  Theiranswers  were 
evasive  and  unsatisfactory,  and  I sent  by  Dr.  Fin- 
lay, an  order  of  which  No.  3 is  a copy,  to  seize 
them.  The  measure  was  so  promptly  and  judiciously 
executed  by  major  Ashby,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  that 
the  Indians,  though  their  rifles  were  loaded  and 
primed,  ready  for  action,  had  not  an  opportunity  to 
fire  a single  gun. 

I consider  the  force  of  the  nation  broken  by  this 
capture;  and  though  we  may  have  a month  or  two  of 
hard  service,  I think  the  war  must  terminate  early 
this  winter.  Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
TH.S.  JESUP. 

No.  I. 

[CONFIDENTIAL.] 

St.  Augustine , October  20. 

Should  Powell  and  his  warriors  come  within  the 
fort,  seize  him  and  his  whole  party.  It  is  important 
that  he,  Wild  Cat,  John  Cowagee,  and  Tustenug- 
gee,  be  secured.  Hold  them  until  you  have  my 
orders  in  relation  (o  them.  TH.  S.  JESUP, 

Mnj.  gen.  commanding. 

Lieut.  R.  H.  Peyton,  Fort  Peyton. 

Memorandum  for  gen.  Hernandez. 

“Ascertain  the  object  of  the  Indians  incoming  in 
at  this  time;  also  their  expectations.  Are  they  pre- 
pared to  deliver  all  the  negroes  taken  from  the  citi- 
zens, at  once?  Why  have  they  not  surrendered 
them  already,  as  promised  by  Coa-Hajo,  at  Fort 
King?  Have  the  chiefs  of  the  nation  heid  a council 
in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  the  talk  at  Fort  King? 

hat  chiefs  attended  that  council,  and  what  was 
their  determination?  Have  the  chiefs  sent  a mes- 
senger with  the  decision  of  the  council?  Have  the 
principal  chiefs,  Micanopy,  Jumper,  Cloud  and 


Alligator,  sent  a messenger?  and  if  so,  what  is  their 
message?  Why  have  not  these  chiefs  come  in 
themselves?  THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

St.  Augustine,  Oct.  21st,  1837. 

No.  3. 

Fort  Peyton,  Oct.  2 1st,  1837. 

General:  Let  the  chiefs  and  warriors  know 
that  we  have  been  deceived  by  them  long  enough, 
and  that  we  do  not  intend  to  be  deceived  again. 
Order  the  whole  party  directly  to  town — you  nave 
lorce  sufficient  to  compel  obedience,  and  they  must 
move  instantly.  I have  information  of  a recent 
murder  by  the  Indians — they  must  be  disarmed — 
they  can  talk  in  town,  and  send  any  messages  out 
they  please,  THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Gen.  J.  M.  Hernandez. 


MR.  FLETCHER  AND  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

From  the  Globe. 

The  undersigned  have  seen,  with  surprise,  an  at- 
tack made  upon  the  majority  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  by  the  honorable  Richard  Fletch- 
er, of  Massachusetts,  a member  of  that  committee 
at  the  late  extra  session.  In  a speech  purporting 
to  have  been  delivered  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Atlas  and  other  papers  at  Boston,  the 
place  of  that  member’s  residence,  the  following 
statement  and  charges  are  made,  and  have  not,  to 
their  knowledge,  been  disavowed  by  him.  He 
says,  that — 

“During  the  session,  the  business  projects  upon 
which  the  house  were  called  to  act,  came  almost 
entirely  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
There  are  nine  members  of  that  committee,  only 
two  of  whom  are  understood  to  be  opposed  to  the 
general  policy  of  the  administration.  1 suppose 
you  would  like  to  know  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  was  arranged  for  the  house.  I will  tell 
you  the  ways — the  means  you  will  all  see  in  due 
time.  You,  doubtless,  suppose  that  this  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  has  some  duty  to  do — some 
ways  to  devise,  some  means  to  find  out,  some  plans 
to  originate  and  mature  for  the  action  of  the  house. 
The  committee,  you  imagine,  look  over  the  mes- 
sage, see  what  is  recommended  to  be  done  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country,  consult  together  as  to  the 
best  measures,  and  lay  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions before  the  house.  Is  this  your  idea,  Mr. 
President?  Is  this  what  you  think,  fellow  citizens? 
If  it  is,  I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  you  labor 
under  a very  great  mistake.  I once  entertained 

Hie  same  ideas;  but  I SOOIl  found  cituj  . IVo 

such  thing,  sir — no  such  thing.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  steps  up  to  the  White  House,  and  there 
receives  from  the  president , or  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  such,  bills  as  they  wish  to  have  passed  by  the 
house.  The  chairman  puts  the  bills  into  his  pocket, 
takes  them  to  the  committee,  without  any  examination, 
the  majority  of  the  committee  approve  them;  the  mi- 
nority can  do  nothing.  The  bills  are  presented  to 
the  house,  and  received  as  the  doings  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

I aver  to  you  that  every  important  bill  passed  by  the 
house  came  to  the  house  ready  drawn,  from  the  execu- 
tive. The  representatives  are  mere  machines. — 
Every  measure  is  an  executive  measure.  I mean 
by  the  executive,  the  president  and  heads  of  de- 
partments— the  cabinet.  They  originate  every  thing, 
pul  every  thing  into  the  precise  shape  they  wish,  word 
for  word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for  comma,  and  the 
executive  majority  in  the  house  pass  each  bill  forth- 
with, without  alteration — and,  so  jar  as  depends  upon 
them,  without  debate — -just  as  it  comes  from  their 
masters  at  the  White  House!” 

[See  Niles’  Register,  vol.  LIU.  page  199.] 

The  member  from  Massachusettsalleges  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  “steps  ip  to  the  White 
House,  and  there  receives  from  the  president,  or  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  such  billsas  they  wish  to 
have  passed  by  the  house.  The  churman  puts  the 
bills  into  his  pocket,  takes  them  to  the  committee; 
without  any  examination,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee approve  them.” 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  states  in  reply, 
that  he  had  no  consultation  whatever  with  the  pre- 
sident concerning  any  one  of  the  bills  reported  by 
the  committee,  nor  did  he  receive  eitherof  the  bills, 
or  any  part  of  either,  from  him.  The  usage,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  government  has  been  for 
the  committee,  through  its  chairman,  to  consult  the 
head  of  the  department  in  regard  to  such  measures 
as  he  may  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress; for  the  secretary  to  attend  on  and  confer 
with  the  committee,  if  invited;  and  to  furnish 
draughts  of  bills  embracing  his  own  propositions, 
when  requested  to  do  so.  This  is  but  an  act  of 
courtesy  to  the  officer  who  recommends  a measure 
connected  with  tbe  business  of  his  department,  and 
whose  duty  it  is,  when  the  law  is  enacted,  to  con- 


strue and  execute  it.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee did  consult  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  about 
the  bills  referred  to,  and  he  did  so  with  the  know- 
ledge and  assent  of  the  committee.  At  his  request 
the  secretary  ot  the  treasury  transmitted  to  him 
draughts  of  most  of  the  bills;  but  the  undersigned 
declare  it  to  be  utterly  untrue  that  any  one  of  them 
was  adopted  by  the  committee.  The  measures  re- 
commended in  Ihe  treasury  report  were  duly  consi- 
dered by  the  committee,  but  not  one  of  the  bills  re- 
ported corresponded  in  form  with  any  prepared  by 
the  secretary,  and  most  of  them  essentially  differ- 
ent in  principle  from  the  suggestions  of  that  officer. 

The  member  from  Massachuseets  not  only  al- 
leges that  the  majority  of  the  committee  approved 
the  bills  “without  any  examination,”  but  he  “avers 
that  every  important  bill  passed  by  the  bouse  came 
to  the  house  ready  drawn,  from  tbe  executive,”  and 
that  “the  executive  majority  in  the  house  pass  each 
bill  forthwith,  without  alteration,  and,  so  far  as  de- 
pends upon  them,  without  debate.” 

The  bills  reported  by  both  committees,  differing 
as  they  do,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  two  houses 
upon  them,  prove  these  statements  to  be  untrue. — 
The  two  houses  had  assembled  at  an  extra  session, 
and  there  was  a general  desire,  without  regard  to 
party,  to  make  it  a short  one.  From  its  different 
organization,  the  senate  was  enabled  to  appoint  its 
committees  on  tbe  8th  of  September;  those  of  the 
house  were  not  announced  till  the  lltli  of  that 
month.  Before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
met  on  the  12th,  the  committee  on  finance  of  the 
senate  had  been  tor  some  days  employed  in  pre- 
paring the  bills.  Consequently,  the  former  had  no 
opportunity  to  act  upon  them  until  after  they  had 
been  matured  by  the  latter  committee.  Both  houses 
were  anxious  that  all  the  bills  should  be  report- 
ed without  delay,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  were  in  session  daily  till  the  most  important 
were  submitted  to  the  house.  On  examining  those 
kills,  it  will  be  found  that  the  majority  of  the  com- 
nittee  of  ways  and  means  not  only  differed  with 
ihe  senate’s  committee,  but  with  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  both  in  principle  and  in 
detail. 

The  bill  of  the  senate  authorized  treasury  notes 
to  be  issued,  bearing  interest.  The  bill  reported 
lo  the  house  directed  them  to  be  issued  without 
interest.  The  former  proposed  interest  from  the 
date,  and  for  twelve  months  only;  the  latter  pro- 
vided that  if  they  were  not  redeemed  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time,  the  interest  should  then  com- 
mence. The  details  of  the  two  bills  were  conse- 
quently essentially  different.  At  the  suggestion  of 
a member  of  the  committee,  an  additional  penal 
section  was  introduced  into  the  bill,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
The  secretary  of  tbe  treasury,  in  bis  report,  propos- 
ed an  issue  of  treasury  notes  of  small  denominations; 
the  bill  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  au- 
thorized none  to  be  issued  under  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  former  recommended  that  they 
should  be  reissued;  he  latter  contained  no  such 
provision. 

The  next  and  Ihe  most  important  hill,  common- 
ly called  the  “divorce  bill,”  was  essentially  amend- 
ed. The  bill  reported  to  the  senate  related  wholly 
to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  aud  con- 
tained no  provision  as  to  the  medium  in  which  it 
was  to  be  collected.  The  committee  of  ways  and 
means  added  another  section,  providing  for  this 
material  point,  and  altered  the  title  of  the  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  bill  further  postponing  the  payment  of  the 
merchants’  bonds,  as  reported  to  the  house,  contain- 
ed an  additional  section,  giving  a credit  on  the  du- 
ties on  merchandise  remaining  in  the  public  stores, 
upon  which  the  duties  were  payable  in  cash;  a pro- 
vision not  suggested  in  the  treasury  report,  nor  em- 
braced in  the  senate’sbill.  The  committee  of  ways 
and  means  subsequently  and  unanimously  instruct- 
ed its  chairman  to  move  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  senate’s  bill,  which  proposed  to  make 
the  additional  credit  upon  bonds  applicable  to  im- 
portations for  one  yearfrom  and  after  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, and  to  insert  the  section  referred  to,  extend- 
ing the  credit  to  three  and  six  months  on  all  mer- 
chandise which  was  then  in  the  public  warehouse 
or  might  arrive  before  the  1st  of  November. 
Amendments  were  also  made  to  other  bills,  but 
those  mentioned  were  the  most  material. 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  is  still  more 
particular  in  his  statements  about  the  origin  and 
history  of  these  bills.  He  says  that  the  president 
and  the  heads  of  departments  “originate  every  thing, 
put  every  thing  in  the  precise  shape  they  wish, 
word  for  word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for  comma; 
and  the  executive  majority  in  the  house  pass  each 
bill  forthwith,  without  alteration — and,  so  far  as 
depends  upon  them,  without  debate — just  as  it 
comes  from  their  masters  at  tbe  White  House:” 
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The  undersigned,  to  ascertain  whether  these 
grave  and  extraordinary  charges  were  founded  in 
truth,  have  compared  the  draught  of  the  bills  for- 
warded to  the  chairman  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  with  the  bills  reported  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means.  No  draughts  were  received 
of  the  bills  relating  to  the  fourth  instalment  under 
the  deposite  act,  the  banks  in  the  District,  or  the 
warehousing  of  merchandise.  It  is  proper  here  to 
state  that  a warehousing  bill  was  reported  at  a for- 
mer session  by  the  present  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  prior  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The 
bills  received  from  the  secretary  were  those  for  ad- 
justing claims  on  the  deposite  banks,  extending  the 
merchants’  bonds,  making  public  officers  the  keep- 
ers of  the  public  money,  and  authorizing  treasury 
notes  to  be  issued.  The  bills  relating  to  the  mer- 
chants’ bonds,  and  the  claims  upon  the  banks,  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  differ 
both  in  language  and  principle  from  those  prepared 
by  the  secretary.  Of  the  ten  sections  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money, 
but  three  correspond  with  those  framed  by  that  of- 
ficer. Some  of  the  provisions  in  the  treasury  note 
bills  correspond;  they  are,  however,  generally  such 
as  are  transcribed  from  the  treasury  note  act  of 
1815.  But  to  prove  how  utterly  unfounded  are  the 
statements  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  that 
the  secretary’s  draughts  were  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  “word  for  word,  letter 
for  letter,  comma  for  camma,”  and  as  a specimen 
of  the  general  resemblance  of  those  bills,  the  under- 
signed present  the  first  three  sections  of  the  secre- 
tary’s draught,  and  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee relating  to  treasury  notes. 

Draught  of  the  secretary  of  As  reported  by  the  committee 
the  treasury.  of  ways  and  means. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  when-  Be  it  enacted  ly  the  senate 

ever  the  available  money  in  and  house  of  representatives 
the  treasury,  applicable  to  of  the  United  States  of  A- 
public  purposes,  and  not  on  merica  in  congress  assem- 
deposite  with  the  states,  bled,  That  the  president  of 
shall  be,  at  any  time  here-  the  United  States  be,  and 
after,  less  than  five  millions  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
of  dollars,  the  president  of  cause  treasury  notes,  not 
the  United  States  is  hereby  bearing  interest,  for  such 
authorized  to  direct  the  is-  sum  or  sums  as  lie  may 
sue  of  acknowledgments  of  think  expedient,  but  not 
indebtedness,  in  the  form  exceeding  in  the  whole  a- 
of  treasury  notes,  whenever  mount  of  notes  issued  the 
the  public  officers  and  ere-  sum  of  twelve  millions  of 
ditors  are  willing  to  receive  dollars,  and  of  denomina- 
tive same  at  par  in  payment  tions  not  less  than  one  hun- 
of  their  claims,  or  others  are  dred  dollar  for  any  ono 
willing  to  advance  money  note,  to  be  prepared,  sign- 
on  theni  at  par,  to  aid  in  ac-  ed,  and  issued  in  the  man- 
complishing  the  same  pay-  ner  hereinafter  provided, 
ment.  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further 

Sec.  2.  That  the  amounts  enacted,  Thai  the  said  trea- 
of  said  notes,  which  may  sury  notes  authorized  to  be 
from  time  to  time  be  issu-  issued  by  the  first  section  of 
ed,  shall  not  exceed  the  this  act  shall  be  reimbursed 
sum  necessary  to  defray  and  redeemed  by  the  Uni- 
the  estimated  current  de-  ted  States  at  the  treasury 
mands  in  the  treasury,  du-  thereof,  after  the  expiration 
ring  the  current  year,  be-  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of 
yond  the  amounts  of  the  the  said  notes  respectively, 
current  receipts,  and  the  The  reimbursement  herein 
five  millions  aforesaid  to  be  provided  for  shall  be  made 
kept  in  the  treasury  to  meet  at  the  treasury  of  the  Uni- 
sudden contingencies,  and  ted  States  to  the  holders  of 
undents operationsprompt,  the  said  notes, respectively, 
easy  and  useful.  upon  presentment;  and  m 

Sec.  3.  That  said  notes  case  of  presentment  and 
may  be  in  their  denomi-  non-payment  of  said  note 
nations  not  less  than  twen-  or  notes  after  they  become 
ty  dollars,  and  in  form  run-  due,  the  holder  or  holders 
ning  to  the  creditor,  pub-  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
he  officer  or  purchaser  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  five 
order,  or  to  bearer,  redeem-  per  cent,  pier  annum  from 
able  at  the  pleasure  of  the  the  date  of  demand  of  pay- 
government,  and  transfer-  ment;  and  for  this  reim- 
able  by  delivery  and  en-  bursement,  according  to  the 
dorsement  of  the  original  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
payee  thereon  when  to  or-  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
der.  They  shall,  as  checks  hereby  solemnly  pledged, 
upon  each  other,  and  for  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further 
public  safety,  be  signed  by  enacted,  That  the  said  trea- 
the  treasurer  and  register  sury  notes  shall  be  prepared 
of  the  treasury,  and  an  ac-  under  the  direction  of  the 
count  current  be  kept  by  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
each  of  them  of  the  amount  and  shall  be  respectively 
issued  and  redeemed;  the  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
treasurer  being  charged  and  United  States  by  the  trea- 
required  to  account  quar-  surer  thereof,  and  counter- 
terly  for  all  delivered  to  him  signed  by  the  register  of 
by  the  register  for  signature,  the  treasury;  and  that  those 
They  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  officers,  respectively,  shall, 
receivable  for  dues  of  all  as  checks  upon  each  other, 
kinds  to  the  United  States,  and  to  secure  the  public 
and  bear  no  interest,  un-  safety,  keep  separate,  full, 
less  it  be  found,  on  trial,  and  accurate  accounts  of 
that  a sufficiency  of  them  the  number,  date,  denomi- 
to  meet  the  public  engage-  nation,  and  amount  of  all 
ments  will  not  be  volunta-  the  notes  signed  and  coun- 
rily  received  by  the  public  tersigned  by  Ihem  respec- 


creditors  and  officers  in  tively,  which  said  accounts 
payment,  or  by  others  for  shall  be  carefully  preserved 
specie,  without  interest;  in  and  placed  on  file  in  the 
which  case  interest  may  be  treasury  department;  and 
stipulated  to  be  paid  on  the  also  similar  accounts,  kept 
face  of  them,  not  to  exceed  and  preserved  in  the  same 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  manner,  of  all  the  said  notes 
the  rate  to  be  fixed  by  the  redeemed,  as  the  same  shall 
president,  and  money  may  be  returned  and  cancelled: 
be  raised  thereon  by  sale  or  and  the  treasurer  shall  fur- 
delivery,  at  not  less  than  ther  account  quarterly  for 
par,  sufficient  to  meet  the  all  such  notes  delivered  to 
current  expenses  as  afore-  him  for  signature  or  issue 
said.  If  any  of  said  notes  by  the  register.  The  trea- 
on  interest  be  issued,  they  surer  and  register  of  the 
shall  not  be  receivable  for  treasury  are  hereby  author- 
public  dues  of  any  kind,  ized,  by  and  with  the  con- 
unless otherwise  directed  sent  and  approbation  of  the 
by  the  president,  until  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
department  is  ready  to  re-  to  employ  such  additional 
deem  them,  and  may  then  temporary  clerks  as  the  du- 
adopt  that  mode  or  any  ties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
other,  for  such  purpose,  un-  this  section  may  render  ne- 
der  such  regulations  as  to  cessary;  the  compensation 
their  redemption,  return,  of  each  clerk  so  employed 
and  cancelling,  as  may  be  to  be  fixed  by  the  secretary, 
deemed  most  safe  and  con- 
venient. 

In  the  same  speech  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts says,  “a  resolution  was  introduced  into  the 
house  from  the  committee  ol  ways  and  means,  de- 
claring that  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a national 
bank.  You  may  feel  some  interest  to  know  how 
that  resolution  was  got  up.  I will  tell  you.  You 
will  recollect  that  there  were  only  two  opposition 
members  on  the  committee.  The  majority  would 
do  nothing  for  the  people  and  the  minority  could  do 
nothing,  except  to  report  the  doings  of  their  mas- 
ters in  the  committee  and  the  house  to  Iheir  mas- 
ters, the  people;  and  this,  at  least,  I,  for  one,  am  re- 
solved to  do.  Very  many  petitions,  from  almost  all 
the  states,  were  sent  into  congress  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank;  these  petitions,  as  they 
were  presented,  by  a mutual  understanding,  were 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the  whole  should  come 
in,  when,  as  we  supposed,  they  were  to  be  taken  up 
and  considered.  So  the  matter  stood;  when,  on  the 
last  day  but  one,  on  which  that  committee  sat,  the 
chairman,  without  preface  or  explanation,  introduced 
the  above  resolution.  It  was  opposed  by  one  opposi- 
tion member,  the  other  being  absent;  and.  the  chairman 
was  asked,  what  had  become  of  the  petitions ? They 
yet  lay  upon  the  table,  but  the  majority  passed  the 
resolution  without  opening  or  reading  one  of  them. 
The  resolution  was  sent  in,  and,  by  the  help  of  the 
previous  question,  was  forced  through  the  house. 
No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this  resolution  came 
down  from  the  executive  in  the  precise  form  in  which 
it  passed.  Here  was  a great  and  most  manifest  out- 
rage on  the  liberties  of  the  citizens.  At  least  they 
have  the  right  to  petition,  if  they  have  no  other;  and 
yet,  in  a time  ot  the  greatest  anxiety,  when  it  was 
of  the  most  vital  importance  that  the  views  of  the 
people  should  be  communicated  to  their  represen- 
tatives, here  was  a successful  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  the  executive,  to  cut  off  this  intercourse;  to  pre- 
vent the  voice  of  the  people  from  being  heard;  to 
erect  a barrier  between  the  people  and  their  con- 
stituents.” 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  states  that  “on 
the  last  day  but  one  on  which  that  committee  sat, 
the  chairman,  without  preface  or  explanation,  intro- 
duced the  above  resolution.”  The  question  \sas 
three  times  before  the  committee,  and  twice  post- 
poned at  the  requrst  of  the  minority — once  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self— and  was  ultimately  postponed  to  a particular 
day,  with  a distinct  understanding  by  every  mem- 
ber that  the  question  was  then  to  be  finally  dispos- 
ed of  in  the  committee. 

He  further  says  that  the  chairman  was  asked 
“what  had  becone  of  the  petitions?”  The  memo- 
rials, petitioning  for  the  incorporation  of  a national 
bank,  were  genjrally  printed  copies  of  a memorial 
which  had  beensome  months  previous  prepared  by 
the  board  of  trade  of  New  York,  and  circulated  and 
published  throughout  the  union.  Numerous  copies 
of  the  samemernorial  had  been  printed  by  order  of 
the  house,  hid  upon  the  tables  of  the  members, 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  many  copies  of  the  same  were  on  the 
table  of  the  committee,  in  view  of  the  member 
from  Massaclusetts,  at  the  same  time  he  says  the 
inquiry  was  made,  “what  had  become  of  the  peti- 
tions?” The  contents  of  the  memorials  being  fa- 
miliar to  all,  the  reading  was  not' asked  for  by  any 
member  of  the  committee,  and  wa3  not  required 
even  by  the  member  himself,  who  subsequently 
appears  as  the  advocate  of  the  petitioners.  The 
member  from  Massachusetts  adds,  “no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  that  this  resolution  came  down  from 
the  executive  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  pass- 


ed.” The  resolution  was  drawn  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  after  a discussion  as  to  its  form, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  and  of  the 
member  himself. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Owens,  of  Georgia,  prevents  him  from  uniting 
with  them  in  repelling  the  unwarrantable  and  un- 
founded charges  of  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

C.  C.  CAMBRELENG,  of  New  York. 

ISAAC  McKIM,  of  Maryland. 

TH.  L.  HAMER,  of  Ohio. 

J.  W.  JONES,  of  Virginia. 

CHAS.  G.  ATHERTON,  of  New  Hamp. 

R.  BARNWELL  RHETT,  of  S.  Carolina. 

Washington,  Dec.  11,  1837. 


COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 
Twenty-first  annual  meting  of  the  American  coloni- 
zation society. 

The  American  Colonization  society  held  its  twen- 
ty-first annual  meeting  at  the  capitol,  in  the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives  on  Tuesday,  December 
12,  1837,  at  7 o’clock  P.  M., 

Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  president  of  the 
society,  took  the  chair,  and  the  meeting  was  open- 
ed by  prayer  from  the  Rev.  James  Laurie,  D.  D.  of 
the  District  Columbia. 

The  president  (Mr.  Clay)  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address;  for  a copy  of  which  the  editors  of 
the  “Intelligencer”  are  indebted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  society. 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Colonization  society: 

On  this  first  occasion  of  meeting  you  since  I re- 
ceived the  appointment  which  I now  hold,  I am 
prompted  by  my  grateful  feelings  to  present  iny 
cordial  thanks  and  my  respectful  acknowledgments. 
To  be  called  to  that  high  station  which  has  been 
successsively  occupied  by  a Washington,  by  a 
Carroll,  the  most  distinguished  and  beloved  of  all 
who  bore  his  honored  name,  and  by  a Madison, 
whose  long  life  was  one  continued  exhibition  of 
public  and  private  virtue,  of  patriotism,  of  intelli- 
gence, and  of  benevolence,  was  among  the  most 
gratifying  public  honor?  which  I have  ever  receiv- 
ed, and  it  will  always  remain  one  of  the  most  cher- 
ished recollections  of  my  life.  But,"  gentlemen, 
considering  the  noble  aims  and  humane  purposes  of 
this  society,  there  is  an  honor  resulting  from  the 
office  of  presiding  at  its  deliberations  greater  than 
any  which  can  be  communicated  even  by  their  il- 
lustrious names.  It  was  established  twenty  years 
ago;  and  the  peaceful  acquisition  of  a large  territo- 
ry iri  Africa,  eight  flourishing  pettlemonto  and 
towns,  containing  a population  already  civilized,  or 
in  the  process  of  civilization,  writh  schools  of  in- 
structions as  to  our  duties  here  below,  and  temples 
erected  to  the  ever-living  God,  pointing  to  the  hopes 
and  blessings  of  Christianity  above,  attend  the  suc- 
cess of  the  labors  of  the  society  and  encourage  to 
furthor  and  invigorated  exertions 

The  society  was  formed  to  demonstrate  the  prac- 
ticability of  colonization  in  Africa;  and,  if  it  were 
unhappily  dissolved  to-morrow,  that  purpose  of  its 
founders  will  have  been  completely  accomplished. 
No  one  can  now  doubt  that,  with  the  application  of 
adequate  means,  such  as  the  governnent  of  the  se- 
veral states  and  of  the  union  could  supply,  almost 
without  an  effort,  the  colonization  ol  the  decendants 
of  the  African  race  may  be  effected  to  any  desira- 
ble extent.  The  founders  of  the  society  never  im- 
agined that,  depending  as  it  does  upon  spontaneous 
contributions  from  the  good  and  the  benevolent,  ir- 
regularly made,  without  an  established  revenue, 
and  without  power,  the  society  alone  was  compe- 
tent to  colonize  all  the  free  persons  of  color  in  the 
United  States.  They  hoped,  and  the  society  still 
hopes,  that,  seeing  what  has  been  done,  and  can  be 
done,  governments  may  think  fit  to  take  hold  of  the 
principle,  and  carry  it  out  as  far  as  they  may  deem 
right,  with  their  ample  powers  and  abundant  re- 
sources. 

The  object  of  the  society  was  to  colonize,  with 
their  own  voluntary  consent,  the  free  persons  of 
color  in  the  United  States.  It  had  nothing  coer- 
cive or  compulsory  about  it.  It  neither  had  the 
disposition  nor  the  power  to  apply  force.  Through- 
out its  whole  existence  it  has  invariably  adhered  to 
that  principle.  It  never  sought  to  shake  or  affect  in 
the  slightest  degree  the  tenure  by  which  any  pro- 
perty is  held.  It  believed  that  the  slates  alone, 
in  which  the  institution  of  slavery  exists,  had 
the  exclusive  right  to  decide  upon  its  continu- 
ance or  termination.  It  hoped  to  be  able  to  do 
what  it  has  done — to  point  out  a mode  by  which 
any  of  them  or  any  of  their  citizens  might  find  a 
home  and  a refuge  for  liberated  slaves.  And,  ac- 
cordingly many  humane  proprietors  of  slaves  have 
embraced  the  opportunity  thus  offered. 

It  has  been  objected  against  the  society  that  its 
aim  and  tendency  have  been  to  perpetuate  slavery. 
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and  to  draw  still  tighter  the  bonds  of  the  slave.  It 
has,  on  the  other  haul,  been  proclaimed  that  its 
purpose  is  to  abolish  siavery  forthwith,  and  to  let 
loose  the  untutored  and  unprepared  slaves  upon  so- 
ciety. Both  objections  cannot  be  founded  in  truth. 
Neither  is.  The  society  does  not  meddle  with 
slavery,  either  to  prolong  or  to  discontinue  its  ex- 
istence. Its  abstract  opinion,  or  rather  the  abstract 
opinions  of  its  members,  is  well  known.  They  be- 
lieve it  a deplorable  evil;  but  here  it  is  to  be  touch- 
ed, if  touched  at  all,  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
delicacy,  and  only  with  authorized  hands.  Both 
principle  and  policy  restrain  the  society  from  dis- 
turbing it — principle,  because  the  society  believes 
that  it  is  a matter  exclusively  appertaining  to  the 
states  and  citizens  immediately  concerned;  and  po- 
licy, because  to  agitate  the  subject  at  all,  would 
depiive  the  society  of  the  co-operation  of  a large 
portion  of  the  union,  and  prevent  it  from  accom- 
plishing an  attainable  good,  by  the  pursuit  of  what 
it  is  constrained  to. think  an  impracticable  and  dan- 
gerous object. 

But  the  society  attacks  no  person  and  no  associa- 
tion. It  neither  assails  those  who  believe  slavery  a 
blessing,  nor  those  who,  believing  it  a great  curse, 
seek  its  immediate  extirpation.  It  pursues  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  appealing  to  the  understand- 
ing, to  the  humanity,  and  to  the  religion  of  an  en- 
lightened community.  It  had  hoped  to  escape  un- 
merited reproaches  and  unjustifiable  attacks,  but  it 
has  not,  and  it  has  only  defended  itself.  Because 
it  cannot  agree  or  co-operate  with  the  abolitionists, 
they  assail  it.  Because  it  believes  that  the  agita- 
tion of  the  question  of  abolition  is  unwise  and  un- 
happy, alike  destructive  to  the  harmony  of  the 
whites,  and  injurious  to  the  cause  of  the  blacks, 
which  is  espoused,  the  motives  and  purposes  and 
tendency  of  colonization  are  all  misrepresented  and 
condemned.  Why  should  this  be?  The  loads  of 
colonization  and  abolition  lead  in  different  direc- 
tions; but  they  do  not  cross  each  other.  We  d^al 
only  with  free  persons  of  color;  their  efforts  are  di- 
rected towards  the  slave.  We  seek  to  better  the 
condition  of  the  free  persons  of  color;  they  the  slave. 
Why  should  our  humane  design  be  impeded  or  de- 
rided or  thwarted  by  those  who  profess  to  be  in  the 
prosecution  of  another  but  distinct  design  which 
they  profess  to  consider  also  humane?  No;  gentle- 
men, we  are  no  ultraists.  We  neither  seek  to  per- 
petuate nor  to  abolish  slavery.  Our  object  is  totally 
different  from  either,  and  has  been  proclaimed  and 
clung  to  from  the  beginning  of  the  society  to  this 
hour. 

It  has  been  contended  that  colonization  is  alto- 
gether incompetent  to  effect  a separation  of  the  two 
races  of  our  population;  that  the  evil  of  discordant 
and  incongruous  elements  must  continue,  unless 
some  more  powerful  agency  is  discovered;  and  that 
the  American  Colonization  society  has  been  able  to 
accomplish  nothing  deserving  of  any  serious  consi- 
deration. 

Those  who  thus  assail  us  seek  to  try  us  by  an 
imaginary  standard  of  their  own  creation.  They 
argue,  that  the  whole  of  the  African  portion  of  our 
population  amounts  to  some  two  or  three  millions; 
that  in  a period  of  twenty  years  we  have  been  able 
to  colonize  only  a few  thousand,  and  hence  they 
infer  that  colonization  cannot  exercise  any  sensible 
influence  upon  the  mass  of  the  African  element  of 
the  American  population.  Now,  all  that  we  ask  is 
to  be  tried  by  the  standard  of  our  own  promises  and 
pledges.  Have  we  ever  held  out  to  the  community 
that  this  society , without  power,  without  even  an 
act  of  incorporation  from  the  general  government, 
without  any  regular  revenue,  could  separate  the 
two  classes  of  the  American  population,  and  colo- 
nize the  African  portion  of  it?  Have  we  not  inva- 
riably disclaimed  any  purpose,  on  our  part,  to  inter- 
fere, in  any  manner  whatever,  with  the  larger  part 
of  it — the  slaves?  Have  we  not,  on  the  contrary, 
constantly  avowed  our  intention  to  be  to  colonize 
only  free  persons  of  color,  with  their  voluntary  con- 
sent? We  have  thought,  and  we  have  said,  that  we 
believed  that  the  principle  of  colonization  was  sus- 
ceptible of  being  applied  to  the  extent  of  a total 
separation  of  the  two  races.  But  we  have  not  at- 
tempted it.  We  have  left  that  to  the  care  and  the 
judgments  of  those  who  alone  can  rightfully  and 
constitutionally  decide  the  matter.  We  promised 
only  to  be  the  pioneer,  and  to  show  the  practica- 
bility of  the  principle.  And  have  we  not,  with 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  already  successfully 
fulfilled  every  just  expectation  that  we  ever  autho- 
rized? 

Those  who  complain  of  the  tardy  operations  of 
the  society  should  recollect  that  great  national  enter- 
prises are  not  to  be  speedily  executed,  like  those  of 
individuals,  in  the  short  span  of  the  life  of  one  per- 
son. Many  years,  sometimes  more  than  a century, 
may  be  necessary  to  their  completion;  and  this  is 
emphat'cally  the  case  when  we  reflect  upon  the 


magnitude  and  the  duration  of  the  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  Africa.  Near  two  centuries  elapsed,  during 
which  her  sons  were  constantly  transported  to  the 
shores  of  the  new  world,  doomed  to  a state  of  bon- 
dage. A period  of  similar  extent  may  possibly  be 
necessary  to  restore  their  descendants  to  the  parent 
country,  with  all  the  blessings  of  law  and  liberty, 
religion  and  civilization.  A sudden  and  instanta- 
neous separation  of  the  two  races,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, would  be  good  for  neither,  nor  for  either  coun- 
try. We  should  be  greatly  affected  by  an  immedi- 
ate abstraction  to  such  a vast  extent,  from  the  labor 
and  industry  of  our  country;  and  Africa  could  not 
be  prepared,  morally  or  physically,  to  receive  and 
sustain  such  avast  multitude  of  emigrants.  For 
both  parties,  and  for  all  interests,  the  process  of 
separation,  like  the  original  unnatural  union,  had 
perhaps  better  be  slow  and  gradual.  And  the 
consoling  reflection  may  be  entertained  that,  during 
every  step  in  its  progress,  good  will  have  been  done. 

The  surprise  should  not  be  that  so  little  has  been 
effected,  but  that  ao  much  has  been  achieved  by  the 
society,  with  such  scanty  and  precarious  means  at 
its  command.  There  stand  the  colonies,  on  the 
shores  of  Africa,  planted  under  its  auspices.  With 
but  little  or  no  further  aid  from  this  country,  they 
now  possess  inherently  the  power  of  sustaining 
themselves  and  protecting  their  existence.  The 
practicability  of  colonization  is  forever  demonstrat- 
ed. Let  us,  then,  persevere  in  the  great  and  good 
cause;  and  let  us  hope  that  the  same  Providence 
which  has  hitherto  smiled  upon  us,  will  continue 
to  extend  to  our  labors  His  countenance  and  bless- 
ings. I promise  a zealous  and  hearty  co-operation. 

The  Lev.  R.  R.  Gurley , secretary  of  the  society, 
read  the  following  list  of  delegates  in  attendance 
from  auxiliary  societies: 

From  the  Connecticut  Colonization  society,  Hen- 
ry L.  Ellsworth. 

From  the  New  York  City  Colonization  society, 
Rev.  Alexander  Proudfit,  D.  D.,  David  M.  Reese, 
M.  D.,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Moses  Allen. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  society, 
Charles  Naylor,  M.  C.,  Thomas  Buchanan. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Colonization  society  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  M.  T. 
McKennan,  M.  C. 

From  the  Wheeling,  Virginia,  Colonization  so- 
ciety, Joseph  L.  Fry,  M.  C. 

From  the  Trumbull  County  Ohio,  colonization 
society,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  M.  C. 

From  the  Female  and  Male  Colonization  socie- 
ties of  Greene  county,  Ohio,  Thomas  Corwin,  M.  C., 
Patrick  G.  Goode,  M.  C.,and  Samson  Mason,  M.  C. 

From  the  Clinton  County  Colonization  society, 
Ohio,  Thomas  Corwin,  M.  C. 

From  the  Zanesville  and  Putnam  Colonization 
societies,  Ohio,  William  Iv.  Bond,  M.  C.,  Alexan- 
der Harper,  M.  C. 

From  the  Indiana  State  Colonization  society,  Oli- 
ver H.  Smith,  M.  C.,  George  H.  Dunn,  M.  C. 

From  the  Female  Colonization  society,  George- 
town, D.  C.,  rev.  Henry  Slicer,  rev.  John  C.  Smith, 
rev.  Augustus  Webster,  Samuel  M.  McKenney, 
and  Thomas  Turner. 

The  secretary  read  the  annual  report  of  the  board 
of  managers. 

On  motion  of  general  Macomb,  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Proudfit  then  addressed  the  society, 
and  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  se- 
conded by  Henry  Jl.  Foster,  M.  C.  from  New  York, 
who  also  addressed  the  society  in  support  of  the 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  from  the  improvement  already 
obvious  among  the  colonists  in  Africa,  we  are  en- 
couraged to  persevere  in  the  scheme  of  coloniza- 
tion, and  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  former  degra- 
dation of  the  colored  race  will  shortly  issue  in  a 
corresponding  elevation,  intellectual,  moral  and  po- 
litical. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Reese  offered  the  following  resolution;  which, 
after  an  address  by  the  mover  in  its  support,  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  attempt  so  frequently  repeat- 
ed by  the  enemies  of  this  society  to  fasten  upon  it 
the  reproach  of  exciting  the  popular  passions  and 
disturbing  the  public  peace,  must  originate  either 
in  gross  and  criminal  ignorance  of  the  facts  in  the 
case,  or  in  a malicious  prejudice,  which  the  society 
has  neither  provoked  nor  merited. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Slicer  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  addressed  the  society  in  support  of  it.  It 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  the  churches  of  different  denominations 
which  have  contributed  to  aid  this  society,  and  that 
the  clargy  throughout  the  union  be  respectfully  re- 
quested annually  to  present  the  claims  of  the  so- 
ciety to  the  congregations  under  their  care. 


General  Charles  F.  Mercer,  M.  C.,  offered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution,  and  addressed 
the  society  in  their  support: 

Whereas  experience  has  demonstrated  that  the 
colonizing  of  our  free  people  of  color  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Africa  has  been  the  means  of  founding 
an  orderly,  industrious,  and  happy  society,  possess- 
ing all  the  necessaries  and  many  of  the  comforts  of 
life;  of  greatly  lessening  the  slave  trade,  so  long  the 
scourge  of  that  and  the  curse  of  this  continent,  and 
of  diffusing  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity through  savage  and  benighted  nations. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  promote  objects  so 
important,  more  effective  aid  should  be  provided 
than  private  benevolence  can  be  expected  to  sup- 
ply; and  that  to  enable  the  American  Colonization 
society  to  purchase  additional  territory  in  Africa, 
to  introduce  and  diffuse  an  effective  system  of  agri- 
culture; to  improve  the  common  schools  of  Libe- 
ria and  establish  a seminary  of  higher  order;  to 
furnish  facilities  for  further  and  larger  emigrations 
from  the  United  States;  the  managers  of  the  socie- 
ty be  requested  to  make  an  urgent  appeal  to  the 
citizens  of  such  states  as  are  favorably  disposed 
towards  the  objects  of  the  system  of  colonization, 
to  induce  them  to  petition  their  respective  legis- 
latures to  grant  to  the  society  an  annual  donation, 
adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  benevolent, 
patriotic,  and  pious  purposes. 

Gen.  Mercer’s  preamble  and  resolution  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

A late  hour  having  arrived,  the  society,  on  mo- 
tion, adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  six  o’clock  to- 
morrow evening,  at  the  First  Presbyterian  church. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  13,  1837.  The  society  met,  in 
pursuance  of  adjournment,  at  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian church,  at  half  past  six  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Charles  F.  Mercer,  M.  C.  a vice  president,  took 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Gurley  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions: 

Inasmuch  as  this  society  has,  for  years  past,  been 
suffering  under  pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  as, 
from  various  causes,  (among  w’hich  the  partially 
separate  operations  of  some  auxiliary  societies, 
and  the  entirely  independent  action  of  the  Mary- 
land State  society,  and  the  recently  disturbed  and 
distressed  state  of  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the 
country,  must  be  deemed  prominent),  these  em- 
barrassments are  very  slowly,  if  at  all  diminishing, 
the  society  are  convinced  that  measures  must  be 
devised  and  executed  to  augment,  very  materially, 
the  resources  of  the  society,  or  that  its  operations 
must  be  exceedingly  irregular  and  inefficient,  if 
not,  in  a short  time,  altogether  suspended.  Dona- 
tions to  this  institution  can  be  expected  only  from 
those  who  are  informed  of  its  principles  and  pro- 
ceedings, and  who  feel  an  interest  in  its  success. 
The  first  thing  to  be  done,  then,  in  order  to  secure 
relief  from  pecuniary  embarrassment,  must  ob- 
viously be  to  diffuse  extensively  a knowledge  of 
the  views  and  prospects  and  condition  of  the  socie- 
ty, and  by  arguments  and  appeals  awaken  public 
interest  in  its  behalf.  This  can  be  effected  only 
by  the  press,  by  agents,  or  by  both.  And  if  the 
society  possesses  no  adequate  means  of  increasing 
its  publications  and  agencies,  it  must  proceed  upon 
the  presumption  that  such  publications  and  agen- 
cies will  sustain  themselves  or  entirely  abandon 
the  cause. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  most  distinguished 
friends  of  this  society  have,  from  its  origin,  regard- 
ed its  exertions  as  rather  experimental  and  preli- 
minary than  as  sufficient  and  final;  and  have  expect- 
ed that  the  great  scheme  of  the  society,  shown  to 
be  practicable  by  private  charity,  would  be  con- 
ducted forward  to  those  vast  and  beneficent  results 
which  it  was  designed  to  embrace,  by  the  united 
treasure  and  power  of  the  states  and  the  general 
government.  It  is  clear  that  neither  the  states  nor 
general  government  will  apply  their  means  to  aid 
this  scheme,  until  public  opinion  shall  sanction  such 
application,  and  that  efforts  are  indispensable  to 
commend  the  cause  of  African  colonization  to  the 
regards  of  the  American  people;  before  their  opi- 
nion will  ever  be  expressed  in  favor  of  such  appli- 
cation. Should  this  society  neglect  to  put  forth 
these  efforts,  to  what  other  means  can  we  look  to 
enlighten  and  form  public  opinion  on  this  subject? 

1.  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  society  will  en- 
courage the  establishment  in  this  District  of  a 
weekly  newspaper,  to  be  devoted  in  part  to  the 
cause  of  African  colonization,  and  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  friends  of  thesociety  throughout 
the  union  to  extend  their  patronage  to  such  paper, 
as  well  as  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  the  African  Repository. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  employ  at 
the  earliest  possible  period  at  least  twenty  able  and. 
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discreet  agents,  to  explain  publicly  the  views,  and 
enforce  the  claims  of  this  society,  as  also  to  receive 
donations  lor  its  object;  and  that  the  friends  of  the 
society,  throughout  the  country,  be  invited  to  give 
information  to  this  board  of  gentlemen  known  to 
them  as  prepared  and  inclined  to  engage  in  agencies 
for  this  society. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a memorial  be  prepared,  ad- 
dressed to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing that  an  expedition  may  be  fitted  out,  in  which 
commissioners  of  this  society  may  be  permitted  to 
embark,  to  explore  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  to 
ascertain  the  situations  most  desirable  for  colonies; 
to  aid  said  commissioners  in  negoliations  for  such 
regions  of  the  coast  as  may  be  most  advantageous 
for  purposes  of  colonization;  and,  also,  praying  said 
body  to  grant  such  other  aid  to  this  society  as  in 
their  wisdom  they  may  deem  expedient;  that  said 
memorial  be  printed  in  the  Repository,  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  society,  throughout  the  union,  be  re- 
quested to  obtain  signatures  to  this  memorial,  and 
lorward  the  same  to  the  congress  of  the  U.  States. 

4.  Resoloed,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  board, 
the  best  reasons  exist  why  all  the  friends  of  the  so- 
ciety should  press  forward  in  their  great  work  with 
vigor  and  hope,  not  permitting  occasional  calamities 
or  pecuniary  embarrassments  to  weaken  their  reso- 
lution or  activity. 

5.  Resolved,  That  should  other  countries  than 
Africa,  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  in- 
vite the  colonization  of  our  free  colored  population, 
the  subject  of  extending  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  society  to  plant  colonies  in  those  countries 
merits  the  consideration  ofthe  society. 

These  resolutions  were  supported  in  an  address 
by  the  mover,  who  was  followed  by  Mr.  Maxwell, 
of  New  Jersey,  in  some  remarks  on  the  general  ob- 
jects ofthe  society,  in  which  he  expressed  his  ap- 
probation ofthe  resolutions. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  then  addressed  the  so- 
ciety at  length,  and  stated  his  concurrence  in  the 
resolutions. 

Addresses  were  then  made  by  Mr.  Cresson,  from 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Reese,  from  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Levy,  from  Florida,  on  the  general  objects  of  the 
society.  Mr.  Cresson  opposed  the  first  resolution, 
and  Dr.  Reese  supported  it.  The  third  resolution 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Teuton,  and  the  fifth  by  Mr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Maxwell. 

It  was,  on  motion,  agreed  to  take  the  question  on 
the  preamble  and  the  several  resolutions  separately. 
The  question  was  accordingly  so  put,  except  on  the 
fifth  resolution,  which  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  preamble,  the  first  and  the  second  resolutions 
were  carried. 

The  third  resolution  was  lost. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  carried. 

Mr.  Clarke  offered  a resolution  concerning  some 
unsettled  questions  between  the  Parent  society  and 
the  affiliated  auxiliary  societies  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  which,  after  some  discussion  be- 
tween Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Fendall,  and  Mr.  Buchanan, 
was  modified  by  the  mover  so  as  to  read  as  follows; 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  and  report  on  certain  unsettled  and  dis- 
puted African  accounts  existing  between  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  society  and  the  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  Colonization  societies,  in  order  that 
a fair  adjustment  thereof  may  be  made,  and  that 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  or  of  any  two  of 
them,  be  considered  as  binding  on  all  the  parties 
concerned. 

Messrs.  Phelps  and  Allen,  the  delegates  from  the 
New  York  society,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  delegate 
from  the  Pennsylvania  society,  expressed  their  as- 
sent to  the  resolution  thus  modified,  and  it  was 
unanimously  carried. 

Messrs.  Mercer.  Whittlesey,  and  Underwood  were 
chosen  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  indications  afforded  during 
the  past  year  of  an  increasing  attachment,  amon» 
the  citizens  of  Liberia,  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
especially  the  recent  establishment  of  an  agricultu- 
ral association  at  Monrovia,  are  an  encouraging 
augury  ofthe  future  prosperity  ofthe  colony. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  subscription  by  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  Liberia,  on  the  part  of  this  society, 
to  several  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  said  association, 
the  ratification  by  the  board  of  managers  of  that 
subscription,  and  their  active  policy  for  several 
3'ears  past  in  fostering  an  agricultural  spirit  at  the 
colony,  are  approved  by  this  society:  and  that  it  re- 
commends to  said  managers  to  extend  such  further 
aid  to  the  agricultural  association  of  Liberia  as  they 
may  deem  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seaton,  the  twenty-first  annual 
report  was  recommitted  to  the  board  of  managers, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  prepared  for  the  press  and 
printed. 


The  society  then  went  into  an  election  of  officers 
and  managers,  and  re-elected  the  present  incum- 
bents. 

The  society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  on  some  day 
to  be  fixed  by  the  managers  hereafter  and  announced. 


ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

House  of  representatives,  Wednesday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Adams  having  moved  the  reference  of  the 
memorials,  presented  by  hiinselfand  his  colleagues 
from  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  union,  to  a select  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon;  and  Mr.  How- 
ard, of  Maryland,  having  moved  their  reference  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 

Mr.  Adams  said,  that  when  he  presented  the  mo- 
tion now  under  consideration,  he  had  stated  that  it 
was  with  the  assent  and  approbation  of  all  his  col- 
leagues of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  that 
house.  They  had  all  presented  similar  memorials, 
numerously  signed,  containing  the  same  remon- 
strance against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this 
union,  to  those  which  he  also  had  presented.  Like 
himself,  they  too  had  viewed  this  question  as  one 
of  the  deepest  consequence  to  their  constituents, 
and  to  the  whole  country;  and  as  a question  which 
involves  even  the  integrity  of  the  union  by  which 
this  confederacy  is  bound  together;  a question,  in 
short,  of  the  most  deep,  abiding,  and  vital  interest 
to  the  whole  American  nation.  For,  said  Mr.  A., 
in  the  face  of  this  house  and  in  the  face  of  Heaven, 

I avow  it  as  my  solemn  belief  that  the  annexation 
of  an  independent  foreign  power  to  this  government 
would,  ipso  facto,  be  a dissolution  of  this  union. 
And  is  this  a subject  for  the  peculiar  investigation 
ofyour  committee  on  foreign  affairs?  Mr.  A.  thought 
it  to  be  no  part  of  the  duty  of  that  committee  to 
consider  the  subject-matter  of  these  memorials;  to 
investigate  that  which  struck  a blow  at  the  very 
vitals  of  the  government.  The  question  involved 
was,  whether  a foreign  nation,  (acknowledged  as 
such,  in  a most  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
mariner,  by  this  government),  a nation  “damned  to 
everlasting  fame”  by  the  reinstitution  of  that  detest- 
ed system,  slavery,  after  it  had  once  been  abolished 
within  its  borders,  should  be  admitted  into  union 
with  a nation  of  freemen?  For,  sir,  said  Mr.  A., 
that  name,  thank  God,  is  still  ours!  And  is  such  a 
question  as  this,  he  further  asked,  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs? 

Mr.  A.  went  on  to  remark,  that  the  exact  grounds 
upon  which  the  memorialists  base  their  prayer  are 
not  yet  officially  known  to  the  house.  He  had  said 
that  he  had  presented  one  hundred  and  ninety  peti- 
tions upon  this  subject,  signed  by  some  twenty 
thousand  persons,  and  that  his  colleagues  had  pre- 
sented, collectively,  a still  larger  number;  and  he 
might  have  referred  to  the  fact  that  many  other 
members,  from  other  states,  had  also  presented 
similar  memorials,  on  the  same  subject.  His  col- 
leagues, he  said,  did  not  think  it  fitting  to  move  the 
reference  to  a select  committee  of  any  others  than 
those  petitions  which  they  and  he  had  presented, 
therefore  he  had  not  done  so.  Rut  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  prayer  of  all  of  them  was  based, 
were  the  same.  Different  reasons  and  arguments 
may  be  adduced  in  support  of  them,  severally,  by 
the  different  members  offering  them;  but  they  all 
had  one  object,  and  not  one  of  them  contained  aught 
which  had  the  least  possible  connection  with  the 
foreign  affairs  of  the  country. 

The  people  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  have  addressed  these  memorials  to  this 
house,  (continued  Mr.  A.)  have  been  deeply  alarm- 
ed, by  the  prospect  before  them,  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  . They  have  observed,  with  alarm  not  un- 
mingled with  terror,  the  recent  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment towards  Mexico.  They  have  been  deep- 
ly affected  with  what  they  have  conceived  to  be  the 
exceedingly  equivocal  course  of  the  government, 
during  the  last,  and,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  ofthe  pre- 
sent administration,  upon  the  affairs  of  Texas.  One 
strong  reason  ot  this  remonstrance,  on  the  part  of 
his  constituents,  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  nation 
now  sought  to  he  annexed  to  our  own  had  its  origin 
in  violence  and  fraud;  an  impression  by  no  means 
weakened  by  the  impulses  given  by  the  late  and 
present  administrations  to  push  on  this  senseless 
and  wicked  war  with  Mexico.  They  have  seen 
the  territory  of  that  republic  invaded  by  the  act  of 
the  executive  of  this  government,  without  any  ac- 
tion of  congress;  arid  they  have  seen  conspirators 
against  that  republic  coming  here,  and  contriving 
and  concerting  their  plans  of  operations  with  mem- 
bers of  our  own  government!  And,  amidst  all  these 
demonstrations  of  the  true  state  of  the  case,  they 
have  heard  the  bold  and  unblushing  pretence,  that 
the  people  of  Texas  were  struggling  for  freedom, 
and  that  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  Mexico 
had  driven  them  into  insurrection,  and  forced  them 
to  fight  for  liberty! 


The  chair  remarked  that,  pending  the  question  of 
mere  reference,  it  was  not  ii;  order  to  discuss  the 
subject  ofthe  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed;  and  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  grounds  of  objection  set  lorth  in  many  of  the 
memorials  submitted  to  this  house  is  the  statement 
that  this  nation  of  Texas  originated  in  fraud  and 
violence;  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  de- 
mands that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs!  Why,  sir,  (demanded  Mr. 
Adams),  what  would  be  the  reply  of  that  committee 
to  such  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  memorialists, 
if  such  a reference  were  made?  Would  it  not  be, 
that  with  such  an  objection  they  had  nothing  what- 
ever  to  do?  That,  whether  knaves,  or  robbers,  or 
thieves — with  the  character  of  that  people  they  had 
no  concern  whatever  in  the  inquiries  it  wxis  their 
peculiar  province  to  make?  But  it  did  appear,  he 
must  say,  to  him,  that  when,  if  admitted,  the  new 
state  would  infuse  its  venom  into  the  pure  streams 
of  our  own  country,  the  expediency  of  such  admis- 
sion should  be  caielully  and  anxiously  inquired 
into,  and  an  opportunity  be  afforded  those  who 
make  such  allegations  to  prove  them  true. 

There  had  been  recent  evidence  (continued  Mr. 
A.)  afforded  the  country,  as  to  the  real  origin  of 
the  insurrections  in  Texas.  A citizen  of  Virginia, 
(Dr.  Mayo,)  who  for  years  has  been  appointed  to 
offices  of  trust  and  profit  under  the  last  administra- 
tion, has  just  issued  a pamphlet  in  this  city,  which 
can  be  found  on  sale  at  any  bookstore,  in  which  the 
author  gives  a copy  of  a letter  written  by  himself 
in  'ecember,  1830,  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  he  declared  that,  in  February,  1S30, 
the  person  now  called  president  Houston  did,  in  this 
city,  disclose  to  himself,  the  author  ofthe  letter,  all 
his  designs  as  to  this  then  state  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico — Texas.  And  whoever  will  read  that  pam- 
phlet will  find  that  what  that  letter  then  contained 
as  the  disclosure  of  a scheme  to  be  executed  is  now 
a matter  of  history.  It  was  written,  be  it  remark- 
ed, in  December,  1830,  and  discloses  the  particulars 
of  a conversation  held  in  the  February  previous;  a 
conversation  which  detailed  the  plan  of  the  con- 
spiracy, since  consummated,  against  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  to  rob  that  government  ot  the  province 
of  Texas! 

After  this  disclosure,  (said  Mr.  Adams),  let  gen- 
tlemen arise  here,  and  talk  to  us,  sir,  about  Texians 
lighting  for  liberty! — about  Texians  driven  to  insur- 
rection by  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  them  by  the  re- 
public of  Mexico! 

Mr.  A.  then  inquired  what  were,  in  reality,  the 
pretences  upon  which  the  disseverment  of  Texas 
from  the  Mexican  government  was  justified.  He 
said,  that  as  early  as  1824,  the  legislature  of  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  to  its  eternal  honor,  passed  an 
act  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  and  the  abolition 
of  slavery:  and  the  only  real  ground  of  rebellion 
against  the  government  of  that  republic  on  the  part 
of  Texas  was  that  very  decree:  the  only  object  of 
the  insurrection,  the  revival  of  the  detested  system 
of  slavery,  and  she  had  adopted  a constitution  de- 
nying ever  to  her  legislature  even  the  power  of  ever 
emancipating  her  slaves. 

As  a further  reason  for  not  wishing  to  refer  these 
memorials  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  Mr. 
Adams  said  that  he  wished  to  speak  respectfully  of 
the  gentlemen  composing  that  committee,  but  yet 
he  must  say  that  it  was  not  constituted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  this  report  would 
be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  memorial- 
ists, with  the  presentation  of  whose  petitions  his 
colleagues  and  himself  had  been  entrusted.  At  the 
head  of  that  committee  is  a gentleman  (Mr.  How- 
ard) who  is,  himself,  a slaveholder,  and  it  was  to  be 
feared,  who  entertained  a widely  different  opinion, 
as  to  the  morality  ofthe  institution  of  slavery,  from 
that  held  by  the  great  mass  of  the  memorialists. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  had  reason,  even,  to  fear  that  that 
gentleman  favors  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this 
u-overnment,  and  he  feared  and  believed  that  such 
were  the  sentiments  of  a majority  of  the  committee 
of  which  that  gentleman  was  chairman,  and  to 
which  he  now  proposes  to  refer  these  petitions. 
Independently  of  all  he  had  said,  Mr.  A.  moreover 
contended  that  it  was  strictly  conformable  with  the 
parliamentary  rule,  when  committees  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  prayer  of  memorialists,  to 
appoint  a majority  of  such  committee  in  favor  of 
that  prayer.  This  seemed  to  him  as  one  of  the  in- 
cidents of  freedom  of  petition  itself;  necessary  to 
carry  out  and  perfect  that  freedom:  and  he  con- 
trasted the  character  of  a committee  thus  appointed, 
with  that  of  a packed  committee;  instancing  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the  house,  which, 
he  remarked,  could  pass  upon  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple without  so  much  as  reading  them  in  committee, 
as  had  been  acknowledged  bv  the  majority  of  that 
committee  in  a publication,  to  which  their  signa- 
tures were  affixed  in  the  papers  of  that  day.  And 
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yet,  sir,  added  Mr.  A.,  it  werJ  better  that  such 
should  be  the  late  of  such  meinoiialsas  those  under 
consideration,  than  that  they  should  be  referred  to 
a committee  constituted  liks  that  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  them,  by  die  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr.  Adams  again  alhded  to  the  fact  that  six  out 
of  nine  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  were 
slaveholders;  and  hr  took  it  for  granted  that  every 
member  of  the  h^use  who  was  a slaveholder  was 
ready  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union. 
This  measure  involved  a principle  with  these  gen- 
tlemen: ior  its  accomplishment  was  sought,  not  for 
the  acquisition  of  so  much  new  territory  to  the 
country,  but  as  a new  buttress  to  the  tottering  in- 
c.atution  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina,  here  interrupted 
Mr.  Adams,  and  remonstrated  against  the  reitera- 
tion of  remarks  which,  if  the  latter  would  but  re- 
flect, he  averred,  W'ould  be  acknowledged  to  be  un- 
founded. 

Mr.  Adams  claimed  the  right  to  go  on  without 
interruption,  and  called  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  to  order. 

Mr.  Legare  was  understood  to  say,  as  he  sat 
down,  that  the  time  for  this  discussion  had  not  yet 
come,  though  it  soon  might,  and  advised  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  “sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.” 

Mr.  Rhctt,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the  members 
of  the  house  would  suffer  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  proceed  without  interruption,  and  hear 
him  through  this  most  extraordinary  speech. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded,  and  repeated  that  one 
great  objection  to  the  proposed  reference  was,  that 
six  out  of  nine  upon  the  committee  were  slave- 
holders, and  were,  therefore,  not  a proper  commit- 
tee for  such  a reference.  They  were  in  feeling  and 
in  interest  committed  in  favor  of  that  against  which 
these  memorialists  remonstrated.  He  would  say, 
with  all  respect  to  the  two  gentlemen  from  S.  C. 
(the  most  deeply  slaveholding  state  in  the  union), 
who  had  just  taken  their  seats,  that  whether  the 
discussion  arise  now  or  hereafter,  was  as  immate- 
rial to  him  as  it  could  be  to  them;  it  must  come! 
And  though  it  might  for  the  present  be  delayed,  he 
did  not  believe  it  w’ould  forever  be  smothered  by 
previous  questions,  motions  tolay  it  upon  the  table, 
and  all  the  other  means  and  arguments  by  which 
the  institution  of  slavery  is  wont  to  be  sustained  on 
that  floor — the  same  means  and  arguments,  in 
spirit,  which  in  another  place  have  produced  mur- 
der and  arson.  Yes, sir,  continued  Mr.  Adams,  the 
same  spirit  which  led  to  the  inhuman  murder  of 
Lovejoy  at  Alton 

The  chair  here  interposed,  and  remarked  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  straying  widely 
from  the  question  of  reference,  which  was  imme- 
diately under  consideration. 

Mr.  Pelrikin,  of  Pennsylvania,  sent  a written 
motion  to  the  chair,  which  was  not  read,  the  speak- 
er declaring  it  to  be,  at  that  time,  out  of  order.  At 
the  request  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  asked  the  chair  if  he 
should  be  permitted  to  reply  to  so  much  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  re- 
lated to  the  recent  Alton  affair? 

The  speaker  decided  that  to  what  was  said  out  of 
order  it  was  not  competent  for  any  member  to  re 
ply  in  order. 

Mr.  Snyder  must,  then,  he  said,  call  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  order,  and  move  that 
he  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Adams  should  do  this  when  the  sense  of  the 
house  indicated  it  to  be  their  will. 

The  chair  decided  that  having  been  pronounced 
out  of  order  by  the  chair,  and  a motion  made  by  a 
member  that  tie  take  his  seat,  aceordingto  lire  rules 
of  the  house,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  do  so. 

Mr.  Rhell  went  on  to  make  some  remarks,  ex- 
pressive of  the  hope  that  gentlemen  whom  Mr. 
Adams,  as  he  alleged,  had  so  gratuitously  assaulted, 
might  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  make  a reply, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  in  reply  to  the  last  observation 
that  had  fallen  from  the  chair,  that  he  would  pro- 
ceed without  even  so  much  as  a whisper  more  in 
relation  to  the  recent  affair  at  Alton.  He  was  pro- 
ceeding, when 

The  speaker  said:  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed  his  seat  for  a moment 

Mr.  Bnuldin,  rising  to  address  the  chair, 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  asked  by  what  decision  he 
had  been  bidden  to  take  his  seat? 

The  chair  repeated  what  he  had  before  said,  and 
read  the  rule  again. 

Mr.  Adams  then  said:  but  I had  said  I would  not 
utter  a whisper  even  to  the  winds  of  what  it  had 


given  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  so  much  uneasi- 
ness to  hear. 

The  chair  insisted  on  the  rule. 

Mr.  Adams.  And  does  the  speaker,  when  a 
member  is  out  of  order,  peremptorily  bid  him  to 
take  his  seat? 

The  chair  again  explained  the  requisition  of  the 
rule,  and  the  duty  of  the  speaker  to  enforce  it. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  there  is  certainly  an  appeal  to 
the  house;  and  to  the  house  1 appeal,  and  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bouldin  claimed  the  floor.  He  had  risen  to 
address  the  chair,  after  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  resumed  his  seat.  If  there  was  to  be  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  it  should  have 
been  made  before  another  member  obtained  the  floor. 

The  speaker  said  that,  strictly  speaking,  that  was 
true;  but  the  nature  of  the  case  seemed  to  require  a 
more  liberal  construction  of  the  usual  rule,  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Grennell  put  this  question  to  the  chair: 
when  a gentleman  makes  a motion,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  permit  him  to  proceed,  is  it  not  under- 
stood that  his  motion  involves  the  condition  that  he 
proceed  “in  order?” 

The  chair  said  certainly. 

Mr.  Adams  declared  that  to  have  been  his  decla- 
ration, in  what  he  had  already  said,  when  called  to 
order  by  the  chair. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  about  to  be  called, 

Mr.  Snyder  withdrew  his  objection,  and 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  He  said  that,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  a 
portion  of  the  house  to  hear  him  farther  upon  this 
topic,  at  this  time,  he  would  abridge  his  remarks, 
and  hasten  to  a close.  What  he  had  said  was  in- 
tended to  enlbrce  the  objections  which  he  had 
stated  against  the  proposed  reference  of  the  memo- 
rials from  Massachusetts  to  the  committee  on  for- 
eign affairs:  first,  that  the  subject  matter  of  those 
memorials  was  not  appropriately  referrable  to  that 
committee;  and  secondly,  that  that  committee  was 
not,  in  itself,  a properly  constituted  committee  for 
such  a reference,  inasmuch  as  six  out  of  nine 
of  the  members  composing  it  were  already  commit- 
ted, by  feeling  and  position,  adversely  to  the  ob- 
ject and  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  He  had  allowed 
himself,  while  urging  these  objections,  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  the  spirit  manifested  in  this 
matter  by  gentlemen  similarly  committed,  and  by 
those  sections  of  country  to  which  they  belong;  and 
thence  to  argue  against  the  propriety’ of  the  refer- 
ence proposed  by  the  member  from  Maryland. 
Nor  was  this  objection,  he  contended,  at  all  incon- 
sistent with  that  respect  which  he  entertained  to- 
wards the  gentlemen  composing  that  committee,  in 
every  other  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Adams  urged  a still  further  objection  to  the 
proposed  reference,  derived  from  the  change  which 
since  the  special  session  of  congress,  it  had  been 
thought  proper  to  make  in  the  committee  on  for- 
eign affairs — a change,  the  contemplation  of  which 
impressed  him  still  more  deeply  with  the  belief  that 
that  committee  was  decidedly  adverse  to  the  prayer 
of  these  memorialists.  Three  new  members  had  been 
placed  upon  that  committee;  and,  as  if  to  make  it 
still  more  emphatically  a slaveholding  committee,  a 
genflernan  from  Virginia  had  been  taken  from  the 
chair  of  another  important  committee,  and  placed 
upon  this.  For  what,  he  would  ask,  was  this  alter- 
ation made?  Whatever  the  motive,  he  must  say  it 
was,  to  his  mind,  an  additional  reason  why,  as  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts, he  should  not  consent  that  their  interests,  as 
freemen,  should  be  confided  to  it.  Upon  that  com- 
mittee, besides  the  fact  that  six  out  of  nine  were 
slaveholding  members,  he  observed  the  same  propor- 
tion of  friends  to  the  administration  had  been  placed. 
Perhaps  not  the  identical  six  before  alluded  to,  but 
yet  members  ever  ready  to  support  the  administra- 
tion in  every  and  any  measure,  be  it  what  it  may — 
consistent  with  their  sense  of  duty.  Now,  said  Mr. 
A.,  it  may  be  urged,  as,  indeed,  in  his  section,  it 
had  been  repeatedly,  that  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted states  was  against  the  annexation  of  Texas;  and 
that  it  is  a base  calumny  to  say  that  any  prejudice 
in  favor  of  this  measure  had  existence  at  the  White 
House!  He  had  seen  such  things  in  the  public 
prints,  and  lately  in  the  official  paper  in  this  city. 

The  chair  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts that  he  was  straying  from  the  subject 
immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Adams  would  come  back,  and  keep  as  near- 
ly to  the  mark  as  he  could.  This  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  seen, 
in  reading  the  late  message  of  the  executive,  how 
much  was  not  in  that  document,  as  well  as  how- 
much  was  in  it.  History,  sir,  tells us(said  Mr.  A.) 
of  the  funeral  of  a sister  of  one  of  the  Roman  em- 
perors, which  took  place  at  atime  when  Rome  was 
steeped  in  slavery,  at  which  the  statues  of  Brutus 


and  Cassius  were  not  seen  among  the  splendid  array 
of  statues  of  friends  and  relatives,  which  it  was  the 
custom  to  bear  in  the  funeral  processions  of  the 
great.  And  the  historian  remarks  that  the  absence 
of  those  two  friends  of  liberty  was  more  noticed  by 
the  people  who  witnessed  the  display,  than  the 
whole  train  which  w'as  present;  and  that  the  specta- 
tors ofth-  scene,  instead  of  admiring  the  pomp  and 
magnificence  of  their  tyrants,  were  thinking  only  of 
the  absent  statues  of  Brutus  and  Cassius,  the  friends 
and  advocates  of  freedom.  Sir,  I could  not  but  re- 
call this  historic  incident  as  inversely  applicable, 
when  I saw,  in  the  late  message  of  the  executive, 
so  much  allusion  to  the  grievances  of  this  govern- 
ment at  the  hands  of  Mexico,  and  literally  not  a 
single  allusion  to  our  relation  with  Texas. 

The  chair  observed  that  the  message  was  not  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams.  The  committee  on  foreign  relations 
will,  of  course,  have  the  subject  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico  before  it;  and  my  objections  to  the  refer- 
1 ence  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  are 
slrengthened  by  this  consideration.  The  annexation 
of  Texas  and  the  proposed  war  with  Mexico  are 
one  and  the  same  thing,  though  expressed  in  differ- 
ent forms.  Now,  the  message  is  diametrically  ad- 
verse, or,  as  the  recently  fashionable  phrase  is,  it  is 
decidedly  “antagonistical”  to  the  prayer  of  these 
memorialists. 

The  chair  again  reminded  Mr.  A.  that  the  mes- 
sage not  having  been  referred,  the  connexion  at- 
tempted to  be  shown  between  any  portion  of  its  con- 
tents and  the  present  motion  of  reference  W'as  too 
far-fetched  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  suppose  these  memorials  were 
against  a war  with  Mexico;  would  it  not  be  in  or- 
der to  discuss  that  part  of  the  message  relating  to 
that  subject,  upon  the  question  of  reference? 

The  chair — That  is  not  the  point  under  discus- 
sion, and  it  will  be  time  enough  for  the  chair  to  de- 
cide it  when  it  arises. 

Mr.  Adams  remarked  that,  did  he  not  know  what 
the  composition  of  that  house  was,  he  would  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  He  considered 
it  perfectly  competent  to  argue,  as  he  had  done, 
upon  the  unfitness  of  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs to  act  upon  these  memorials,  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the 
affairs  of  Mexico  would  of  course,  be  referred  to 
that  committee.  But,  under  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  he  should  reserve  what  he  had  to  say  further 
on  that  point  until  the  mouths  of  members  inclined 
to  advocate  the  cause  of  freedom  upon  that  floor 
should  be  permitted  to  be  opened  more  widely;  if 
indeed,  there  urns  any  hope  that  that  time  would 
ever  arrive.  • 

Mr.  A.  remarked,  in  closing,  that  he  did  not 
wish  the  parliamentary  usage  in  such  cases  to  be 
strictly  observed  in  this  instance,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a mover  of  a select  committee  to  be  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  should  the  motion  he  had 
made  prevail.  But  he  did  claim  that  the  chairman 
and  the  majority  should  be  favorable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  This  he  considered  it  was  his 
right  to  claim,  as  parliamentary  practice  of  long 
standing.  He  did  not  ask  for  a great  majority,  but 
simply  a bare  majority. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  not  risen  to 
discuss  the  motion  immediately  before  the  house. 
He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  gone  so  much  at  length,  and  in  such  a 
manner,  into  the  merits  of  a question  not  yet  belore 
that  body.  He  felt  no  excitement  at  what  he  had 
just  been  listening  to,  though  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  were  calculated  to 
produce  such  feelings.  He  had  lisen  merely  to 
make  the  motion  he  had  indicated  his  intention  of 
offered  yesterday,  and  he  should  give  his  reasons, 
very  briefly,  for  that  motion. 

All  these  memorials  are  merely  negative.  They 
do  not  ask  for  any  action  of  this  house  upon  any 
matter  yet  before  it,  but,  simply,  that  the  propriety 
of  an  act,  not  now  proposed  to  be  done,  be  refered 
to  a committee  of  this  house.  There  was,  clearly, 
no  need,  at  present,  of  any  such  reference  as  was 
proposed.  The  republic  of  Texas  had  attempted 
to  open  a negotiation  for  admission  to  the  union, 
with  this  government,  which  overture  was  declined 
on  the  ground  of  our  relations  with  Mexico.  Tnis 
government  had  peremptorily  refused  to  do  any 
thing  whatever  upon  the  matter.  Nothing  had 
been  done,  or  had  been  proposed  to  be  done,  in 
congress  upon  the  subject.  No  memorial  in  favor 
of  such  a measure  had  ever  been  belore  this  house. 
No  reference  of  any  such  subject  had  been  made  to 
a committee,  nor  had  any  committee  to  consider  it 
been  appointed.  It  was  time  enough,  Mr.  Wise 
conceived,  to  discuss  the  subject  which  had  been 
dwelt  upon  wdth  so  much  feeling  and  earnestness 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  wdien  it 
should  come  up  regularly  for  discussion.  As  to  the 
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question  of  slavery  in  Texas,  and  the  infusion  of 
its  “venom”  into  the  pure  morality  of  this  repub- 
lic, for  the  present  (said  Mr.  Wise)  we  certainly 
may  not  say  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  the  words 
of  St.  Paul,  “Would  to  God  that  thou  wert  both 
almost  and  altogether  such  as  we  are,  except  these 
bonds!” 

He  moved  to  lay  the  pending  motions  of  reference 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rhett  and  Mr.  Dawson  appealed  to  Mr. 
Wise  to  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  them  to 
make  some  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Adams, 

Mr.  Wise  insisted  upon  his  motion,  as  the  only 
proper  course  to  be  taken  in  the  present  position  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Grennell,  of  Massachusetts,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  being  ta- 
ken stood  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Beirne,  Beil,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  John  Calhoon,  Camhreleng,  Wm.  B.  Camp- 
bell, T.  J.  Carter,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clark,’  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cush- 
man. Deberry,  DeGralF,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Gallup,  J. 
Garland,  J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  It. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
J.  Johnson,  William  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Loo- 
mis, Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Mau- 
ry, May,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McKim,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Patton,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Bandolph,  Rench- 
er.  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Underw-ood,  Vail,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, John  W Lite,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Wise,  Worthington,  Yell — 127. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clowney,  Cor- 
win, Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da- 
vies, Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Gholson,  Goode,  W.  Graham,  Grennell, 
Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Wm.  H.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
S.  Mason,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan,  Milligan,  M. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Rhett,  Ridg- 
way,  Russell,  Sheffer,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Turney,  A.  S.  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yorke — 68. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  whole  subject  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Among  other  memorials  presented  and  referred  to- 
day were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Jenifer:  memorials  from  citizens  of  Prince 
George’s  county,  Md.,  and  the  DistrictofColumbia, 
praying  congress  to  make  free  of  toll  the  bridge  over 
the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac  river. 

Also,  that  the  turnpike  road,  leading  to  Bladens- 
burg,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  free 
of  toll. 

Also,  from  John  Broome,  of  Calvert  county,  Md., 
for  compensation  for  property  destroyed  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Also,  from  Richard  Mackall,  of  similar  import. 

Also,  from  Robert  and  Caroline  Brookes. 

Also,  from  Eliza  Davidson,  in  behalf  of  herself 
and  heirs  at  law  of  the  late  Lewis  Grant  Davidson, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Which,  with  those  of  the  former  members  from 
the  same  state,  were  referred  appropriately. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
NAVY. 

Navy  department.  Dec.  2,  1837. 

Sir:  In  the  performance  of  my  duty  to  lay  be- 
fore you  at  this  time  the  condition  of  our  navy,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Within  the  year  past,  the  repairs  of  the  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  and  Delaware  ships  of  the  line,  have 
been  completed.  The  ship  of  the  line  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  launched,  and  her  equipments  so 
far  advanced  as  to  be  nearly  ready  to  proceed  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  will  be  completed.  The  Erie, 
John  Adams  and  Ontario  sloops  of  war  have  been 
repaired.  The  steamer  Fulton  with  her  engines 
and  machinery  is  nearly  fit  for  service.  Two  sloops 
of  war,  to  be  called  the  Cyane  and  Levant,  have 
been  commenced  under  the  appropriations  of  last 
year,  and  are  nearly  ready  for  launching,  the  one 
at  Boston  and  the  other  at  New  York. 


For  a particular  statement  of  the  condition  of 
our  vessels  on  the  stocks,  as  well  as  those  afloat  at 
our  navy  yards,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board  herewith 
submitted,  (marked  I);  and  for  the  amount  of  tim- 
ber, iron,  and  other  materials,  procured  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  to  their  report, 
(marked  L.) 

The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  consists  of 
the  frigates  Constitution  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  schooner  Shark.  This  is  less  than  the  usual 
force  upon  that  station,  but  is  deemed  adequate  to 
the  present  exigencies  of  our  commerce  in  that  sea; 
and  as  vessels  were  much  wanted  for  other  stations, 
none  have  been  sent  to  that  since  the  return  of  the 
Potomac  and  John  Adams. 

The  frigate  Constitution  must  be  recalled  in  the 
early  part  of  the  coming  year,  when  an  addition  can 
be  conveniently  made  to  this  squadron,  and  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania  sent  to  that  station,  should 
it  be  deemed  expedient. 

Our  force  in  the  Pacific  at  the  time  of  my  last 
annual  report,  was  composed  of  the  frigate  Brandy- 
wine and  the  schooners  Dolphin  and  Boxer;  since 
which,  the  Brandywine,  commodore  Wadsworth, 
has  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  the  Dolphin 
has  been  condemned  and  sold.  The  squadron  now 
consists  of  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  com- 
modore Ballard,  and  the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth 
and  Lexington  and  the  schooners  Enterprise  and 
Boxer. 

This  is  a considerable  addition  to  our  force  on 
that  station,  but  not  greater  than  a due  regard  for 
our  commerce  in  the  Pacific  at  this  time  seemed  to 
require. 

The  sloop  of  war  Erie,  commodore  Renshaw, 
returned  from  the  coast  of  Brazil  on  the  15th  of 
September  last;  and  our  squadron  on  that  station 
now  consists  of  the  razee  Independence,  commo- 
dore John  B.  Nicholson,  the  sloop  of  war  Fairfield 
and  the  brig  Dolphin.  The  Independence  sailed 
from  Boston  on  the  20th  of  May  last,  having  on 
board  our  minister  to  Russia,  Mr.  Dallas,  whom 
commodore  Nicholson  landed  at  Cronstadt  on  the 
29th  of  July,  and  then  proceeded  to  his  station  on 
the  coast  of  Brazil. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  the 
sloops  of  war  Boston,  Concord,  Natchez,  St.  Louis, 
and  Vandalia,  and  the  schooner  Grampus,  com- 
posed the  squadron  under  commodore  Dallas.  To 
this  large  force  has  been  added  the  sloop  of  war 
Ontario,  which  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  19th 
of  August  last,  carrying  out,  in  addition  to  her 
own  crew,  an  extra  number  of  seamen  and  ma- 
rines. 

The  revenue  cutters  Dexter  and  Jefferson,  which, 
by  consent  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  were 
transferred  to  commodore  Dallas,  after  having  per- 
formed the  duties  required  of  them,  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  revenue  service;  and  the  steamers 
American  and  Major  Dade,  also  under  his  command, 
have  been  transferred  to  the  army,  at  the  request  of 
the  secretary  of  war. 

The  employment  of  these  revenue  cutters  and 
steamboats,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Dal- 
las, has  subjected  the  navy  department  to  heavy 
charges  not  provided  for  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  1837. 

The  West  India  squadron  has  been  most  actively 
and  efficiently  employed  in  the  complicated  duties 
of  protecting  the  persons  and  property  of  our  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens,  in  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico:  of  co-operating  with  our  land 
lorces  in  the  Florida  war,  and  of  preventing  the 
importation  of  slaves. 

The  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  commodore  Kennedy, 
which,  with  the  schooner  Enterprise,  sailed  from 
New  York  in  April,  1835,  on  a cruise  in  the  East 
Indies,  and  along  the  coast  of  Asia,  with  a view  to 
the  protection  and  extension  of  our  commerce  in 
that  quarter,  returned  to  the  United  States  on  the 
26th  of  October  last,  having  successfully  accom- 
plished the  objects  for  which  the  cruise  was  under- 
taken. The  Enterprise  was  detained  by  commo- 
dore Ballard  on  the  Pacific  station,  where  her  ser- 
vices were  required. 

Commodore  Read,  with  the  frigate  Columbia 
and  the  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  is  ordered  to 
perform  a cruise  in  the  East  Indies,  and  is  expected 
to  sail  in  a few  days.  A part  of  his  crews  are  de- 
tained a short  time,  to  assist  in  taking  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania  from  Philadelphia  to  Nor- 
folk. 

For  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  commerce  and 
suppressing  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
our  ships  of  war  have  been  occasionally  ordered  to 
touch  at  the  settlements  on  that  coast.  The  most 
recent  visits  to  these  have  been  made  by  the  brig 
Dolphin,  on  her  passage  out  to  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
and  by  the  frigate  Potomac,  on  her  return  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  United  States.  These  visits 


have  given  the  highest  satisfaction  to  the  colonists 
on  the  coast,  and  will  no  doubt  be  attended  with 
beneficial  results. 

Lieutenant  commantant  Gedney,  in  the  schooner 
Jersey,  and  lieutenant  commandant  Blake,  in  the 
schooner  Experiment,  with  their  officers  and  crews, 
as  sounding  parties,  attached  to  the  coast  survey, 
have  been  actively  and  very  advantageously  em- 
ployed in  the  harbor  of  New  %rk  and  waters  ad- 
jacent. The  discovery,  by  lieutenant  commandant 
Gedney,  of  a new  channel  into  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  through  which  the  heaviest  ships  may  pass 
without  danger,  must  add  greatly  to  the  commercial 
advantages  of  that  harbor,  and  to  its  value  ass.  na- 
val station. 

The  survey  of  the  harbors  south  of  the  Chesa- 
peake made  by  commodore  M.  T.  Woolsey,  cap- 
tain Alexander  Claxton,  and  commander  E.  R. 
Shubrick,  who  w'ere  sent  out  for  that  purpose  in  the 
brig  Porpoise,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
commandant  Vfilliam  Ramsay,  being  finished,  that 
brig  has  since  been  employed,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  commandant  Wilkes,  in  the  survey 
and  examination  of  George’s  shoals  off  the  coast  of 
Massachusetts. 

This  survey  has,  after  much  labor,  been  finished 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  will  add  much 
to  the  safety  of  a navigation  hitherto  considered 
dangerous.  Lieutenant  commandant  Wilkes  is  now 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  brig  Porpoise,  and 
make  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbors  of 
Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  and  a 
survey  of  May  river,  from  Tybee  bar  to  the  Hunt- 
ing island,  which  surveys  are  required  by  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March  last,  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  navy  com- 
missioners, seventeen  officers  of  the  navy  were 
placed  under  their  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
examinations  required  by  the  second  section  of  an 
act  of  congress  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  in  relation 
to  a selection  of  sites  for  light-houses.  These  offi- 
cers have  completed  the  duties  assigned  to  them 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  as  the  commissioners 
have  reported  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
The  travelling  expenses  and  increased  pay  conse- 
quent upon  the  employment  of  these  officers  on  this 
duty,  have  been  borne  by  the  navy  department,  and 
have  to  that  extent  increased  the  naval  expendi- 
tures beyond  what  was  contemplated  in  the  esti- 
mates for  the  year. 

The  vessels  enumerated  in  commission  on  fo- 
reign stations,  or  about  to  sail,  including  the  five 
vessels  of  the  Soulh  Sea  exploring  expedition  com- 
pose a larger  naval  force  than  we  have  had  in  com- 
mission at  any  time  since  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  our  force  abroad 
affords  us  the  opportunity  of  providing  for  a home 
squadron  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  our 
extensive  coast.  Estimates  for  such  a squadron  are 
submitted  with  those  for  the  general  naval  service 
for  the  year  1838. 

Within  the  past  year  the  number  of  captains  of 
the  navy  has  been  increased  from  forty  to  fifty;  of 
commanders,  from  forty-one  to  fifty;  of  lieutenants, 
from  two  hundred  and  sixty  to  two  hundred  arid 
eighty;  of  surgeons,  from  forty-four  to  fifty;  and  of 
assistant  surgeons,  from  fifty  to  sixty. 

This  increase  of  officers  was  deemed  necessary, 
from  the  increased  number  of  ships  to  be  put  in 
commission,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  our  growing 
commerce. 

The  numbers  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons 
have  not  been  increased  in  a just  proportion  with 
those  of  the  captains,  commanders,  and  lieutenants; 
and  the  wants  of  the  service  require  a further  addi- 
tion to  their  numbers. 

As  the  appropriations  for  the  South  Sea  explor- 
ing expedition,  in  the  law  authorizing  the  same, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  w'ere 
inadequate  to  the  expense  of  its  outfit,  it  became 
necessary  to  submit  estimates  for  further  appropria- 
tions for  this  object,  which  was  done  at  the  last 
stated  session  of  congress. 

With  my  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  6th  of  February  last,  and  by  him  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  of  representatives,  were  state- 
ments of  the  board  of  navy  commissioners,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  there  had  been  expended 
upon  the  Macedonian  from  those  appropriations 
about  $62,000;  upon  the  ship  Relief,  barks  Pio- 
neer and  Consort,  and  schooner  Pilot,  to  be  taken 
from  the  same  appropriations,  the  sum  of  $16S,000; 
and  that  to  complete  the  equipments  of  these  ves- 
sels, exclusively  of  provisions,  instruments,  and 
contingencies,  with  the  preparation  of  which  the 
board  was  not  charged,  it  was  estimated  that 
$70,000  more  would  be  required;  making  in  all 
$300,500,  exceeding  by  $500  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriations. 
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The  estimates  submitted  Dr  the  annual  expenses 
of  4hese  vessels  was  $346  431  00,  amounting,  lor 
the  three  years,  during  which  time  it  was  intend- 
ed the  exploring  squadron  should  be  absent,  to 
$1,039,293  00.  In  this  estimate  is  included  the 
sum  of  $43,842  50  .‘or  the  annual  expense  of  the 
scientific  corps  of  the  expedition,  amounting,  with 
their  assistants,  to  the  number  of  eighteen. 

As  this  statement  of  facts  could  leave  no  doubt 
that  the  exploring  expedition  would  cost  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  a million  and  a half  of  dollars,  and  as  it 
grea-'iy  exceeded  in  number  of  vessels  and  men  the 
ipnst  successful  expeditions  of  a like  character  here- 
tofore sent  out  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
it  was  believed  that  its  amount  would  have  been 
reduced  by  withholding  apart  of  the  appropriations 
asked  for  by  the  estimates.  This,  however,  was 
not  deemed  expedient,  and  the  full  appropriations 
were  made  by  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last. 

Before  this  time,  lieutenant  commandant  Tat- 
nall,  who  had  performed  a cruise  to  the  coast  of 
Mexico  in  the  Pioneer,  reported  so  unfavorably  of 
her  sailing,  that  it  was  deemed  proper  to  examine 
into  her  condition,  as  well  as  that  of  the  bark  Con- 
sort and  schooner  Pilot,  which,  with  the  Pioneer, 
had  been  built  expressly  for  this  expedition,  and 
which,  in  point  of  sailing,  were  not  considered  equal 
to  the  Pioneer. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  commodore  Jones  was  in- 
formed that  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  had 
made  arrangements  to  have  a thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort  and  the 
schooner  Pilot,  with  a view  to  ascertain  their  suf- 
ficiency for  the  service  contemplated:  that  the  chief 
constructor,  colonel  Humphries,  and  Mr.  Grice,  na- 
val architect,  were  ordered  on  this  duty,  and  com- 
mordore  Jones  was  requested  to  join  them,  which 
he  did. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  at  his  own  suggestion,  he 
was  instructed,  with  the  vessels  of  his  squadron, 
except  the  Macedonian,  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  make 
a full  trial  of  their  sailing,  and  was  directed  to  return 
to  Norfolk  within  twenty  days  after  sailing. 

Commordore  Jones,  on  his  return  from  his  expe- 
rimental cruise,  reported  favorably  of  the  sailing 
qualities  of  the  vessels;  but  recommended  that  they 
should  be  put  into  dry  dock,  lor  the  purpose  of  the 
examination  which  had  been  proposed,  and  for 
such  repairs  and  alterations  as  might  be  deemed 
necessary.  Measures  were  taken  for  doing  this  as 
soon  as  the  ship  of  the  line  Delaware,  then  under 
a course  of  repairs,  could  be  taken  out  of  the  dock. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  commodore  Warrington 
was  directed  to  prepare  the  Pioneer,  Consort  and 
Pilot,  for  going  into  dock.  As  commodore  Jones 
had  required  that  another  schooner  should  be  added 
to  his  squadron,  without  which  he  should  not  con- 
sider the  expedition  complete  or  efficient,  it  seemed 
the  more  proper  that  the  condition  of  these  vessels 
should  be  thoroughly  examined. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  a board  of  five  officers,  com- 
modores Chauncey,  Morris,  Warrington,  Patterson, 
and  Wadsworth,  was  ordered  to  make  such  exami- 
nation, and  to  enquire  whether  the  expedition 
might  not  be  reduced  in  number  of  vessels  and  men, 
with  advantage  to  the  country,  and  without  preju- 
dice to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  This  inqui- 
ry I wished  made,  from  the  consideration  that  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  necessary  funds  for  fit- 
ting out  this  squadron  was  greatly  increased  by  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  which 
had  then  taken  place,  which  difficulty  had  not  been 
foreseen  by  congress  when  the  large  appropriations 
for  the  expedition  were  granted,  and  which  made  it 
tile  duty  of  the  different  departments  of  govern- 
ment to  limit  the  usual  and  authorized  expendi- 
tures, as  far  as  the  same  could  be  done  without  in- 
jury to  the  public  service;  and  from  the  considera- 
tion that,  should  a part  of  the  vessels  of  the  squad- 
ron be  found  unfit  for  the  service  required,  it  would 
be  better  that  the  squadron  should  sail  with  a re- 
duced force,  than  wait  until  other  vessels  could  be 
substituted. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  the  board  reported  that  the 
occupation  of  the  dock  at  Gosport,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  some  of  the  members  of  the  board,  pre- 
vented a meeting  until  the  30th  of  June.  That 
the  barks  and  schooner  were  put  into  dock  and  ex- 
amined; certain  alterations  recommended,  which 
could  soon  be  completed,  by  which  the  vessels 
“might  be  made  to  answer  the  purposes  proposed 
sufficiently  well  to  justify  their  employment.” 

The  board  state,  that  had  they  “been  called  upon 
before  any  preparations  had  been  made,  to  state 
the  number  and  character  of  the  vessels,  which  in 
their  opinion,  would  be  best  calculated  to  secure 
the  attainment  of  these  proposed  objects,  they 
certainly  would  not  have  recommended  those  which 
have  been  prepared.”  They  were  of  opinion 
that  a smaller  number  would  have  answered  the 
purposes;  yet,  from  a consideration  of  the  expense 


incurred,  the  time  spent  in.  preparing  the  force, 
and  other  circumstances  which  they  "enumerate, 
and  as  the  officer  selected  to  command  the  expe- 
dition was  satisfied  with  the  vessels,  they  came  to 
the  conclusion,  that  no  reduction  could  be  made 
in  their  amount  at  this  late  period,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  They,  how- 
ever, recommended  a reduction  of  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  to  about  five  hundred,  exclusive 
of  the  scientific  corps.  Tothis  reduction,  although 
in  my  opinion  a very  proper  one,  commodore  Jones 
made  such  decided  objections,  that  I thought  pro- 
per to  yield  to  his  wishes,  and  so  informed  him;  and 
his  force  was  continued  at  six  hundred  and  three 
officers  and  men,  exclusive  of  the  scientific  corps. 

Before  the  proposed  alterations  could  be  com- 
pleted, commodore  Jones  discovered  that  the  cook- 
ing galleys,  originally  ordered  at  his  request,  made 
upon  a new  plan  for  burning  anthracite  coal,  would 
not  answer  the  purpose  proposed;  and  on  the  1st 
of  August  he  requested  they  might  be  replaced  by 
others.  The  galleys  wanted  have  been  made  with 
all  possible  despatch,  at  the  navy  yard  at  this  place, 
and  the  last  of  them  was  sent  to  Norfolk  on  the  6th 
of  October. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  I issued  orders  to 
commodore  Jones  to  proceed  with  the  vessels  of 
his  squadron  from  Norfolk  to  New  York,  as  soon 
as  they  could  be  prepared  for  removal.  He  was 
not  able  to  sail  from  Norfolk  before  the  12th  of 
October,  and  arrived  at  the  harbor  of  New  York  on 
the  16th  of  that  month. 

As  I believed  the  schooner  Pilot,  notwithstanding 
the  alterations  made  in  her,  was  not  well  fitted  for 
service  in  the  expedition,  I gave  to  commodore 
Jones  the  privilege  of  purchasing  such  a fast  sail- 
ing schooner  as  he  might  select,  to  be  substituted 
for  the  Pilot.  In  consequence  of  which,  on  the 
8th  of  September,  he  purchased  the  schooner  Clara, 
now  called  the  Active,  for  eight  thousand  dollars; 
upon  which  he  was  authorized  to  put  such  repairs 
and  improvements  as  he  might  think  necessary,  at 
the  navy  yard,  New  York. 

Although  the  vessels  had  not  heretofore  been  in 
a situation  to  receive  the  scientific  corps,  and  I 
could  not,  with  propriety,  order  them  to  report  to 
the  commodore  for  duty,  yet,  I thought  it  proper 
to  put  them  upon  pay;  which  was  done  on  the  4th 
day  of  July  last.  And  I requested  commodore 
Jones,  if  his  convenience  would  permit,  to  meet  a 
large  portion  of  them  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a perfect  understanding  with  them, 
as  to  their  accommodations  with  their  books,  instru- 
ments, &c.  on  board  the  vessels  of  his  squadron. 
This  meeting  took  place  in  July,  and  such  arrange- 
ments, I understand,  were  made,  as  were  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  the  commodore  and  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  scientific  corps. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  procure  a great  variety  of 
articles  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  scientific  corps,  for 
which  requisitions  could  not  conveniently  be  made 
without  a consumption  of  much  time,  I found  it 
necessary  to  place  funds  in  the  hands  of  one  gen- 
tleman of  the  corps  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in  New 
York.  I also  placed  five  thousand  dollars  in  the 
hands  of  commodore  Jones  on  the  29th  of  August 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  such  articles 
for  the  expedition  as  it  was  inconvenient  to  make 
requisitions  for;  and  on  the  12th  of  October  placed 
twelve  thousand  dollars,  subject  to  his  drafts,  for 
like  purposes,  in  the  hands  of  his  purser.  This 
unusual  course  was  adopted  that  there  might  be  no 
delay  in  the  sailing  of  the  expedition. 

The  objects  of  removing  the  squadron  from  Nor- 
folk to  New  York,  as  stated  by  commodore  Jones, 
were  to  complete  the  stores,  and  to  introduce  some 
proper  apparatus  for  heating  the  vessels  in  cold 
latitudes.  These,  I took  it  for  granted,  would  not 
require  more  than  two  or  three  weeks  for  their 
completion;  and  from  the  general  order  of  commo- 
dore Jones  at  Norfolk,  I felt  a confidence  the  ex- 
pedition would  leave  the  United  States  in  the 
month  of  November.  I,  thereiore,  as  soon  as  I 
knew  of  the  arrival  of  the  squadron  in  New  York, 
directed  the  gentlemen  of  the  scientific  corps  to 
report  to  commodore  Jones  for  duty. 

On  the  3d  of  November  I wrote  to  commodore 
Jones  that  the  chronometers  for  his  squadron  were 
ready  at  the  depot,  in  this  place,  and  requested 
him  to  send  two  competent  officers  to  take  charge 
of  them.  On  the  10th  of  the  month  1 sent  him 
sailing  instructions  to  be  carried  into  effect  as  soon 
as  his  vessels  were,  in  all  respects,  ready  for  sea, 
and  on  the  16th  of  the  month  twenty-five  chronom- 
eters, in  good  order,  were  delivered  to  the  officers 
sent  for  them. 

Had  I known  the  extent  of  work  required  for 
the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  after  their  arrival  at 
New  York,  I should  not  so  soon  have  directed  the 
scientific  corps  to  report,  or  have  issued  my  sail- 
ing instructions. 


By  a letter  from  commodore  Ridgely  of  the  21st 
of  November,  I find  that  the  work  upon  the  ves- 
sels of  this  squadron,  after  their  arrival  at  New 
York,  up  to  the  15th  of  the  month,  amounted  to 
four  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars; 
and  that  there  remained  to  be  done,  after  that  day, 
to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  all  of  which  requires  much 
more  time  than  I had  anticipated. 

All  this  work  I believe,  however,  is  necessary, 
and  would  not  have  been  ordered  by  commodore 
Jones,  if  the  health  and  comfort  of  his  crews,  and 
the  safety  of  the  expedition,  had  not  depended 
upon  it;  and  impatient  as  the  public  is,  that  the 
expedition  should  sail  immediately,  it  is  better  that 
there  should  still  be  some  days’  or  weeks’  delay, 
than  that  it  should  sail  before  the  vessels  are  fully 
prepared. 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy  hold  no  corres- 
pondence with  the  commanders  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission, except  in  relation  to  their  supplies  of  pro- 
visions and  stores.  The  steps,  therefore,  taken  by 
commodore  Jones,  under  his  discretionary  powers, 
to  have  the  vessels  of  his  squadron  fitted  out  as  he 
should  deem  most  expedient,  were  not  under  the 
control  of  the  commissioners,  nor  subjected  to  file 
strict  regulations  generally  observed  in  fitting  out 
vessels  for  foreign  stations. 

It  was  believed,  however,  that  but  little  work 
remained  to  be  done  on  the  vessels  after  their  sail- 
ing from  Norfolk,  and  that  but  a small  advance 
would  be  required  for  completing  the  stores.  Yet 
it  appears  from  the  letter  of  commodore  Ridgely, 
before  cited,  that  the  expenditures  required  at  New 
York  for  these  vessels  amount  to  the  sum  of  $6,932 
89,  and  for  the  schooner  Active,  including  sea 
stores,  the  sum  of  $14,700  96;  in  all,  $21,633  85. 
To  these  must  be  added,  purchases,  made  by  au- 
thority of  commodore  Jones,  of  articles,  for  which 
requisitions  have  not  been  required,  the  amount  of 
which  is  not  known. 

In  my  last  report  to  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  13th  of  October  last,  I expressed  an  opinion 
that  no  further  appropriation  would  be  wanted  for 
the  expedition  for  the  present  year;  but  in  ascer- 
taining all  the  expenditures  for  the  vessels  since 
they  left  Norfolk,  and  wl-.at  is  still  required  for  their 
equipment,  it  may  be  found  that  a further  appro- 
priation will  be  W'anted  for  the  present  year,  the 
amount  of  which  cannot  now  be  stated. 

In  obedience  to  a law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S35, 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a dry  dock  for  the 
naval  service  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  or  in  its 
adjacent  waters,  I caused  soundings  and  other  ex- 
aminations to  be  made  by  an  able  engineer.  Loam- 
mi  Baldwin,  esq.  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a 
proper  site  for  such  a dry  dock.  The  report  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  present 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn  as  this  site;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly recommended  in  my  report  to  the  house 
of  rt  presentatives.  This  it  appears,  however,  was 
not  satisfactory;  and  on  the  3d  of  June,  1836,  the 
house  of  representatives,  by  their  resolution,  di- 
rected this  department  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  practicability  of  establishing  a navy 
yard  at  or  near  Barn  Island,  in  the  straits  called  the 
East  river,  which  connects  Long  Island  sound  with 
New  York  bay — also  at  Perth  Amboy  and  Jersey 
city,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey — the  comparative 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  those  sites,  and 
the  site  of  the  navy  yard  at  the  Wallabout,  on  Long 
Island,  for  the  purposes  of  a navy  yard;  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  the  works  recommended  by  col. 
Baldwin  at  the  Wallabout,  according  to  the  plan 
prescribed  by  that  engineer;  the  expense  of  a dry- 
dock  at  each  of  the  above  positions;  the  expense 
of  purchasing  the  necessary  quantity  of  land,  and 
erecting  buildings  of  equal  convenience  with  those 
now  owmed  by  the  LTnited  Statps  at  the  Wallabout, 
and  the  probable  amount  forwhich  the  lands, build- 
ings, and  other  property  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Wallabout,  might  be  disposed  of,  if  offered  for  sale. 

Under  this  resolution,  I employed  Mr.  Baldwin 
to  make  the  necessary  examinations  and  inquiries, 
and  on  the  10th  of  December  last  submitted  to  the 
house  Mr.  Baldwin’s  very  elaborate  report,  by 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  navy  yard  at  Brook- 
lyn, according  to  his  former  report,  should  be  se- 
lected as  the  site  of  the  proposed  dry  dock. 

On  the  22d  of  February  last,  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives resolved  that  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  be  directed  to  cause  an  examination  to  be 
made  of  the  various  positions  not  heretofore  ex- 
amined within  the  waters  of  the  New  York  bay 
and  its  vicinity,  which  are  adapted  to  the  establish- 
ment and  construction  of  dry  docks,  and  to  report 
their  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  to 
the  house  of  representatives  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  session  of  congress. 

Under  this  resolution,  T employed  professor 
James  Renwick,  of  New  York,  to  make  the  ne- 
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cessary  examinations.  He  surveyed,  with  great 
labor  and  care,  a bay  at  Constable’s  point,  in  New 
Jersey,  called  Kill  Van  Kull,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
presents  many  advantages  as  a station  for  a dry 
dock  and  navy  yard;  which  will  be  communicated 
to  the  house  of  representatives  in  a separate  report. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  time 
has  been  lost  in  making  the  proper  selection  for  the 
site  of  this  dry  dock,  the  completion  of  which 
would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  naval 
service. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I stated  that  previously 
to  the  passing  of  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1334, 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  United  States 
Marine  corps,  double  rations  had  been  allowed  to 
the  commandant  of  the  corps,  and  to  the  officers  of 
the  same,  commanding  at  the  navy  yards  at  Ports- 
mouth, Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washing- 
ton, Norfolk,  and  at  Pensacola;  to  the  senior  ma- 
rine officers  in  the  squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  West  Indies,  on  the  Brazilian  coast,  and  in  the 
Pacific  ocean:  all  receiving  the  sanction  of  con- 
gress by  their  appropriations.  By  this  act,  the  of- 
ficers of  the  marine  corps  are  to  receive  the  same 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances,  as  are  given  to 
officers  of  similar  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the 
army. 

The  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  fixing  the 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States,  author- 
izes allowances  to  the  commanding  officers  of  each 
separate  post,  of  such  additional  number  of  rations 
a3  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  direct.  These  provisions  of  the  last 
act  were  continued  by  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
IS  15,  fixing  the  military  peace  establishment. 

The  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  made  pay- 
ments for  double  rations  to  officers  heretofore  re- 
ceiving the  same,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1S34;  but  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  treasury  did  not  think  proper  to  allow  the  same, 
inasmuch  as  the  commands  of  these  officers  had 
never  been  designated  as  separate  stations  agreea- 
bly to  the  rule  prescribed  for  the  army. 

This  was  a case  of  difficulty  which,  it  was  re- 
spectfully suggested,  required  legislative  interfe- 
rence, which  suggestion  I beg  leave  to  repeat. 

The  rule  for  allowing  double  or  increased  rations 
should  be  fixed  by  law.  This  subject  has  received 
the  attention,  but  not  the  final  action  of  congress. 

The  report  of  commodores  Stewart  and  Dallas, 
and  captain  Bolton,  who  were  appointed  a board 
to  prepare  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Pensacola,  contains  no  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  the  proposed  improvements  into 
effect;  and  as  that  expense  must  be  necessarily 
very  great,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  employ  an  able 
engineer  to  make  the  necessary  estimates. 

Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  under  whose  superinten- 
dence our  two  dry  docks  were  constructed,  was 
applied  to  for  this  purpose;  and  an  arrangement 
made  with  him  to  perform  this  service,  if  the  pro- 
fessional business  he  had  engaged  to  perform  in  the 
state  of  Georgia  would  permit,  of  which  there 
would  have  been  but  little  doubt;  but  his  loss  of 
health  in  this  previous  duty  was  such  as  to  leave 
no  hope  that  he  could,  during  the  proper  season, 
make  the  examinations  and  estimates  required. 

An  arrangement  has  since  been  made  with  col. 
Totton  of  the  army,  with  the  assent  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  to  make  these  examinations  and  esti- 
mates; and  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  Pensacola  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  the  course  of 
this  and  the  next  month,  this  important  duty  may 
be  performed  in  a satisfactory  manner  by  the  offi- 
cer to  whom  it  is  entrusted. 

Navy  pension  fund. 

The  number  of  invalid  pensioners  payable  out  of 

this  fund  is  356 

And  the  annual  sum  required  to  pay 

them  is  $28,895  70 

The  number  of  widow  pensioners  is  238 

And  the  annual  sum  required  to  pay 

them  is  47,820  00 

The  number  of  minor  children 

pensioners  is  84 

And  the  annual  sum  required  to 

pay  them  is  11,052  00 

The  whole  number  of  pensioners 

is  678 


And  the  present  annual  charge  is  $87,767  70 
This  statement  is  complete  to  the  1st  of  October, 
1837. 

The  amount  of  arrears  to  invalids  under  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1837,  is  $117,949  85| 

The  amount  of  arrears  to  widows  is  270,125  37J 
The  amount  of  arrears  to  children  is  190,341  89 


Total  of  arrears  as  ascertained  to  the 
1st  of  October,  1337,  and  paid  to 


1st  of  July,  1337,  under  the  same 
act,  is  $ 578,417  12 

The  amount  of  stocks  owned  by  the  navy  pension 
fund  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837, 
was  $1,049,232  25 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1837,  there 
was  sold  Pennsylvania  stock  be- 
longing to  the  fund,  to  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  $55,000  00 

And  United  States  bank 
stock  paid  for  by  the 
secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury 641,600  00 

696,600  00 


Therefore,  the  present  amount  of 
stocks  will  be  only  $352,632  25 

But  of  the  proceeds  of  the  United 
States  bank  stock,  about  200,000  00 

may  be  invested  in  stock,  and  the 
capital  of  the  fund  for  the  next 
year  may  be  stated  at  552,632  25 

Privateer  pension  fund. 

It  was  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report,  that 
this  fund  would  probably  be  exhausted  previously 
to  January,  1833;  accordingly,  the  last  stock  was 
sold  in  May  last,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  pen- 
sions. 

The  number  of  pensioners  payable  out  of  this  fund 
is  36 

And  the  annual  amount  required  to  pay 
them  $2,920 

Pensions  to  invalids  were,  according  to  law, 
granted  to  be  paid  during  life,  or  continuance  of 
disability;  it  is  therefore  recommended,  as  in  my 
last  report,  that  provision  be  made  to  pay  these 
pensioners. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  sura  of  $4,000  00 
will  be  sufficient,  net  only  for  this  purpose,  but 
also  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  funds,  and  satisfy  any 
claims  that  may  be  allowed  under  existing  laws. 

On  the  first  of  January  next,  six  months’  pay 
will  be  due,  and  should  a law  not  be  made  early 
enough  to  authorize  the  payment  at  that  time,  most 
of  the  pensioners  will,  in  all  probability,  be  much 
distressed  and  disappointed. 

Navy  hospital  fund. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  this 
fund  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836,  was  $75,717  36 
And  the  receipts  to  the  1st  of  October, 

1837,  19,293  00 


$95,010  36 

Expenditures  to  1st  October,  1837,  808  00 


Balance  1st  October,  1838,  $94,202  36 

The  particulars  from  which  the  above  statements 
are  made,  will  be  seen  in  the  documents  accompa- 
nying this  report. 

A separate  report,  in  obedience  to  a resolution 
of  the  senate  of  the  13th  of  October  last,  will  be 
made,  of  the  state,  condition,  and  amount,  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  the  operation  and  effect  upon 
the  fund  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension 
fund,  and  the  number  and  names  of  persons  placed 
on  the  pension  list,  the  times  when  pensions  were 
granted  to  them,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  to 
each  under  said  act. 

The  duties  imposed  upon  this  department  by  the 
operation  of  this  act,  are  extremely  onerous;  and 
require,  as  I would  most  respectfully  suggest,  the 
aid  of  a separate  bureau,  under  a proper  head  as 
commissioner  of  navy  pensions,  with  powers  and 
duties  similar  to  those  of  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions of  the  war  department. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  a board 
of  officers  was  appointed  to  ascertain  the  efficiency, 
and  test  the  safety,  of  the  medium  or  light  guns  of 
the  navy,  and  to  compare  their  effects  with  those  of' 
the  guns  for  which  they  were  proposed  to  be  sub- 
stituted. The  necessary  preparations  and  other 
causes  prevented  the  completion  of  these  duties 
until  the  28th  of  September  last. 

From  the  report  made  by  the  board  of  that  day, 
it  appears  that,  after  subjecting  the  medium  or  light 
guns  to  severe  tests,  they  were  all  satisfied  with 
(heir  safety  when  used  with  proper  charges. 

They  were  also  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
medium  thirty-two  pounders  were  to  be  preferred  to 
the  heavy  twenty-four  pounders  for  the  upper  gun 
decks  of  ships  of  the  line;  and  three  of  the  five 
commissioners  would  prefer  the  medium  thirty-two 
pounders  to  twenty-four  pounders,  for  the  gun 
decks  of  heavy  frigates. 

The  comparative  advantages  between  the  light 
twenty- four  pounders  and  the  forty-two  pound  car- 
ronades,  seem  to  leave  the  question  or  relative  effi- 
ciency to  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  space 

in  our  own  vessels,  and  the  distance  of  an  enemy 


in  case  of  action;  which,  being  variable  in  them- 
selves, their  relative  efficiency  would  probably  be 
estimated  differently  by  ttifferent  individuals. 

A copy  of  the  report  ol  the  board  is  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

Commodore  T.  A.  Catesby  Tones  having  pre- 
sented to  the  board  his  individual  views  in  a letter, 
an  extract  of  such  parts  of  the  sai»e  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  the  resolution,  is  also  aunoxed. 

Upon  a late  report  that  an  atrocious  piracy  had! 
been  committed  near  our  coast  upon  the -jacket 
Susquehannah,  our  officers  and  seamen,  with  gveat 
alacrity,  volunteered  their  services  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  the  supposed  pirate. 

In  performing  this  duty  they  encountered  unusual 
hardships  and  privations,  for  which  their  usual  pay 
and  emoluments  form  no  adequate  compensation. 
I would  respectfully  suggest  the  propiiety  of  mak- 
ing provision  by  law  for  giving  suitable  rewards  in 
this  case,  as  well  as  in  like  cases,  which  may  here- 
after occur. 

In  my  annual  report  of  December,  1S35,  I took 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  necessity  of  establish- 
ing a national  foundry,  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
cannon,  shot  and  shells,  as  well  for  the  army  as 
navy.  This  subject  I beg  leave  to  bring  to  your 
notice  as  one  of  great  importance. 

An  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  powder 
for  the  army  and  navy  is  one  of  nearly  equal  im- 
portance. It  is  believed  that  under  a joint  board  of 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  these  objects  may  be 
effected  with  great  advantage  to  the  country. 

It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  the  building  occupied 
as  offices  of  the  navy  department,  is  not  such  as 
to  afford  the  proper  and  convenient  accommodations 
to  the  officers  and  clerks  employed.  The  want  of 
rooms  for  the  documents  and  vouchers  of  the  depart- 
ment has  made  it  necessary  to  crowd  the  halls  and 
passages  of  the  building  with  wooden  boxes  filled 
with  papers. 

This  adds  much  to  the  danger  from  fire,  to  which 
the  building,  with  its  valuable  contents,  is  daily 
exposed.  It  is  hoped  measures  may  be  adopted 
Cor  extending  the  building,  and  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  valuable  records  and  papers  it  contains. 

By  the  statement  marked  U,  hereto  annexed,  it 
will  appear  that  of  the  appropriations  heretofore 
made  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  there 
remained  in  the  treasury  on  the  23d  of  November 
last,  $10,763  74. 

The  necessary  references  to  papers  and  docu- 
ments connected  with  this  report,  will  be  found  in 
the  schedule  hereunto  annexed.  All  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 


MR.  LEGARE’S  LETTER  TO  A CONSTI- 
TUENT. 

( Concluded.) 

I think  I have  fully  exposed  the  futility  of  the 
pretension  that  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  by  requir- 
ing the  payment  of  the  public  dues  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, will  “widen  the  metallic  basis  of  the  curren- 
cy.” You  see,  I trust,  clearly,  that  it  will  do  no 
such  thing — that  its  tendency  it  just  the  reverse — 
that  it  will  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a resump- 
tion of  specie  payments — and  that  even  when  they 
shall  have  been  resumed,  as  I hope  they  soon  will 
be,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  it  will  not  contribute 
in  the  least  to  the  preventing,  in  future  (whenever 
the  necessary  temptations  shall  arise)  those  exces- 
sive issues  of  bank  paper,  which  never  fail  to  drive 
the  precious  metals  out  of  the  country,  or  at  least, 
out  of  circulation.  Just  as  much  coin  as  will  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  current  demands  at  the  cus- 
tom house  will  be  kept  on  hand  somewhere  or  by 
some  body.  But  it  will  be  an  isolated,  inert  mass, 
forming  no  more  a part  of  the  general  circulation, 
and  having  no  more  effect  upon  it,  than  if  it  were 
in  the  mines  again. 

The  truth  is,  that  myr  great  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem is,  that  by  abandoning  the  banks  to  their  own 
uncontrolled  and  unaided  management,  it  exposes 
the  country  to  one  of  two  consequences,  both  of 
them  pregnant  with  calamity  and  confusion — that 
through  its  operation,  negative  hnd  positive,  either 
bank  paper  would  expel  the  precious  metals  entire- 
ly from  the  circulation  (as  that  term  has  been  al- 
ready explained)  and  become  itself  perhaps  incura- 
bly depreciated,  or  that  by  exciting  a popular  fer- 
ment against  the  banks,  those  institutions  would  be 
involved  in  one  common  ruin,  and  thus,  the  only  cur- 
rency of  the  country  beingsuddenly  and  violently  de- 
stroyed, the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  the 
value  of  property,  the  transactions  of  commerce, 
the  whole  business  of  life  be  so  much  disturbed,  be 
thrown  into  such  inextricable  and  such  intolerable 
disorder,  that  nothing  short  of  revolution,  or  an  an- 
archy to  the  full  as  bad,  could  grow  out  of  it.  I be- 
seech you  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  great  cardinal 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  23,  1837— LETTER  FROM  MR.  LEGARE. 


271 


principle,  that  if  you  wish  the  precious  metals  to 
circulate  as  money,  you  must  make  room  for  them  in 
the  channels  of  business.  He  that  tells  you  in  one 
and  the  same  breath  that  he  will  adopt  no  means  to 
restrict  the  issues  of  oank  paper,  or  any  other  pa- 
per, but  will  take  cire  to  keep  it  in  check  by  forc- 
ing Un  annual  importation  of  specie  for  one  special 
class  of  transitions,  utters  a practical  contradic- 
tion. He  vndertakes  an  impossibility.  It  is  the 
very  spirA  of  quackery.  It  is  attacking  a symptom 
instead  of  the  disease — applying  an  external,  topi- 
cal icmedy,  when  the  whole  system,  the  whole  cir- 
culation is  diseased.  Throw  his  nostrum  to  the 
dogs;  it  will  inflame  your  disease  instead  of  curing 
it,  or  give  you  a complication  of  maladies  instead  of 
one. 

It  does  not  enter  into  my  present  purpose,  to  pro- 
pose any  plan  for  the  reform  of  our  paper  issues, 
even  if  1 had  fully  made  up  cny  mind  (as  I am  free 
to  own  I have  not)  on  that  subject.  It  is  quite 
enough  for  me,  so  far  as  the  bill  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  house  is  concerned,  that  I see  nothing  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  country.  I had  infinitely  rather 
wait  a little  longer,  especially  as  things  are  mend- 
ing. The  plan  suggested  and  most  ably  maintain- 
ed in  debate,  by  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  would,  I 
am  confident,  have  been  • successful,  at  least  as  a 
temporary  measure,  had  it  been  frankly  embraced 
by  the  administration,  and  committed  for  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  to  the  hands  of  such  a secretary  of  the 
treasury  as  Mr.  Dallas.  Unfortunately  one  of  the 
most  prominent— nay,  the  most  prominent,  the 
most  effective,  and  for  a completely  successful  ope- 
ration of  the  system,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  indis- 
pensable of  all  the  state  institutions,  was  laboring 
rtnder  such  a weight  of  prejudice  and  unpopularity, 
as  to' put  the  employment  of  its  agency  entirely  out 
of  the  question.  The  distinguished  senator,  just 
mentioned,  seemed  himself  to  partake  of  this  hos- 
tility; and  one  of  our  own,  admitting,  as  I under- 
stand him,  that  the  instrumentality  of  that  bank 
would  be  effectual  to  re-establish  the  disordered  af- 
fairs of  the  country,  recoiled  at  the  idea  of  giving 
its  presiding  officer  what  he  considered  as  a tri- 
umph over  the  government.  This  scheme  being 
thus  frustrated,  having  indeed,  been  condemned  by 
a very  decisive  vote  in  both  houses,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  an  examination  of  its  principal 
features.  I may  be  allowed,  however,  to  mention 
it«  provision  for  excluding  the  paper  of  all  banks 
which  should  not  be  able  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  a certain  day,  to  be  specified  in  the  act, 
and  that  for  refusing  to  receive  in  payment  of  the 
.public  dues,  the  paper  of  any  bank  that,  alter  a rea- 
sonable period,  should  continue  to  issue  any  notes 
of  a lower  denomination  than  ten  dollars.  This  is  a 
specimen  Of  the  manner  in  which  the  federal  go- 
vernment, co-operating  with  the  state  legislatures, 
may,  even  in  its  present  imperfect  state  of  its  pow- 
ers, in  regard  to  this  important  subject,  exercise  a 
controlling  influence  over  the  currency. 

When  I speak  of  the  powers  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment as  imperfect,  I allude  not  only  to  the 
doubts  entertained  by  so  many  public  men,  (myself 
among  the  rest),  of  the  constitutionality  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  constituted  like  the  two  former 
ones,  but,  also,  to  other  measures  that  might  be 
proposed  as  substitutes  for  it.  For  instance,  the 
issuing  a certain  amount  of  treasury  notes,  not  to 
be  cancelled  when  once  paid  in  to  the  government, 
but  to  circulate  permanently  as  a subsidiary  cur- 
rency, and  a means  of  exchange  between  the  states. 

I am  fully  aware  how  very  dangerous  such  a power 
is,  and  I should  not  consent  to  exercise  it,  except 
in  an  extreme  case,  even  if  I had  as  little  doubt 
about  its  being  vested  in  congress,  as  Mr.  Madison 
repeatedly  expressed.  I mention  it  to  show  you 
how  very  much  the  difficulties  of  this  perplexing 
subject  are  aggravated  by  the  character  ot  our  in- 
stitutions; for  of  the  many  schemes  for  improving 
the  currency  of  England,  which  have  been  proposed 
of  late  years,  two  of  the  most  plausible  assume  this 
power  to  exist  in  the  government,  as  of  course,  it 
clearly  does  exist  in  England.*  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  that  all  the  wisdom  and  ability  of  the 
country  will  be  fully  tasked,  for  many  years  to 
come,  in  establishing  our  paper  issues  upon  a safe 
and  efficient  footing.  I say  paper  issues,  because 
I have  no  idea  of  its  being  practicable  very  mate- 
rially toenlarge  our  metallic  currency,  without  such 
a change  in  our  state  constitutions,  in  our  mode  of 
doing  business,  and,  indeed,  in  the  habits  and  char- 
acter of  our  people,  as  are  not  to  be  looked  for, 

*Mr.  Francis  Bailey’s  and  Mr.  Burges’s — see  for 
the  latter,  the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  &c.  in  1832. 
His  plan  is  to  issue  a certain  amount  of  exchequer 
bills,  proportioned,  judiciously,  to  the  amount  of 
the  revenues  and  the  dividends  of  the  public  debt — 
to  circulate  with  bank  notes  and  gold,  as  a subsi- 
diary or  supplementary  currency. 


(nor,  I will  add,  desired)  under  present  circum- 
stances. As  to  any  forced  and  precipitate  return 
or  rather  recourse,  (for  we  never  yet  have  had  any 
thing  that  deserved  the  name  of  a metallic  curren- 
cy),  to  gold  and  silver,  it  would  be  accompanied,  if 
it  were  possible  to  effect  it  suddenly,  with  a confis- 
cation of  property  and  an  amount  of  misery,  des- 
pair and  ruin,  to  which  the  atrocities  of  Roman 
proscription,  in  this  respect,  were  mere  mercy. 

And  here  I will  remark,  that  regarding  the  pre- 
cious metals  as  wholly  out  of  the  question  in  the 
U nited  States,  for  any  other  purpose,  or  to  any  other 
extent,  than  as  a lest  and  standard  to  prevent  ex- 
cess in  our  paper  issues,  thinking  only  with  alarm 
and  horror  of  any  measure  or  any  doctrine  that 
might  seduce  the  popular  mind  into  the  adoption  of 
them  as  the  whole,  or  even  the  bulk  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium,  I cannot  and  will  not  consent  to  try  any 
experiment  from  which  such  a consequence  may,  by 
any  possibility  flow.  A friend  of  mine,  for  exam- 
ple— a grave  and  enlightened,  and  a good  man- 
asked  me  the  other  day,  on  my  stating  to  hju)  some 
of  the  preceding  objections  to  the  project  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  whether!  did  not  think  that  the  people, 
if  compelled  to  pay  specie  to  the  government,  when 
they  could  get  none  from  the  banks,  would  become 
at  length  so  much  excited  against  those  institutions, 
as  to  coerce  them  into  a different  course  of  policy, 
or  to  destroy  them  all.  Why,  were  it  not,  that  our 
people  are  too  moral,  discreet  and  intelligent,  to  be 
driven  easily  to  extreme  courses;  and  were  not  their 
interests,  as  borrowers,  too  much  identified  with 
those  of  the  banks,  I should  not  be  very  much  as- 
tonished if  some  such  ebullition  of  passion  did  hap- 
pen to  be  the  fruit  of  the  declarations  upon  this 
subject,  aided  by  such  measures  as  the  sub-treasury 
exactions.  And  should  such  an  event  occur,  should 
a deep-rooted  hostility  and  distrust  in  regard  to  the 
moneyed  institutions  of  the  country  take  possession 
of  nren’s  rninds,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  conse- 
quences would  be  most  disastrous.  Every  body  at 
all  versed  in  these  matters,  knows  that  few  banks 
can  stand,  or  are  from  their  very  constitution  ex- 
pected to  stand  a panic  though  it  be  but  a commer- 
cial panic;  but  against  a political  panic  there  is, 
confessedly,  no  adequate  protection  whatever. 

But  there  is  a cry  against  corporations  as  mono- 
polies, at  the  very  moment  that  our  commerce, 
through  the  late  convention,  is  crying  out  for  limit- 
ed partnerships,  which  are  in  effect  the  very  same 
thing.  I am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  is  in 
either  case  quite  safe  to  depart  altogether  from  the 
stern  principle  of  the  common  law,  which  makes 
every  partner  in  such  a concern,  responsible  for  the 
whole  amount  of  its  transactions.  Each  stockhold- 
er, for  example,  might  very  will  be  rendered  liable 
for  double  or  treble  the  value  of  his  shares — but 
with  some  such  limitation,  joint  stock  companies 
are  altogether  indispensable  to  the  southern  states, 
where  there  is  so  little  individual  capital  and  enter- 
prise. Even  Mr.  Horsely  Palmer,  prejudiced  as  he 
is  against  those  companies,  admits  that  they  are 
necessary,  under  such  circumstances.  Suppose, 
then,  that  the  result  of  the  measure  in  question  and 
the  declamations  with  which  it  has  been  ushered 
in,  should  be  the  downfall  of  all  existing  banking 
institutions — what  then?  Are  we  prepared  for  the 
consequences?  Have  we  asked  ourselves  what 
they  would  probably  be?  Have  we  given  the  sub- 
ject so  much  as  one  serious  thought? 

Would  the  precious  metals  immediately  take  the 
place  of  bank  notes?  I have  already  spoken  to 
that  case.  It  is,  and  must  forever  continue  to  be, 
out  of  the  question,  as  long  as  the  Anglo  American 
continues  as  he  is. 

It  is  much  more  propable  that  the  vacuum  would 
at  first  be  filled  with  paper  of  all  sorts,  issued  by  in- 
dividuals upon  their  own  private  responsibility,  as 
is  now  the  fact  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  with 
regard  fo  small  bills,  and  as  was  the  case  in  Eng- 
land, during  the  reign  of  William  III.  to  which  I 
have  already  referred.  Davenant  states  that  the 
utterance  of  paper  was  so  great  ( before  the  bank  of 
England  had  issued  much  or  even  any)  “that  rents 
and  taxes  were  exclusively  paid  in  it,  and  trade 
carried  on  at  home,  almost  without  the  show  of 
money.”  Locke  says  the  same  thing,  arid  mentions 
a single  goldsmith  (for  of  such  were  the  bankers  of 
that  day)  who  became  insolvent,  having  notes  and 
other  liabilities  out  to  the  amount  of  £ 1,100,000.* 

But  a third  resource  would  be  one  thoroughly 
tried  and  solemnly  condemned  by  our  fathers — bills 
of  credit — continental  currency.  Certainly  none  of 
these  three  expedients  is  to  be  preferred  to  our  pre- 
sent system  of  banking,  with  such  improvements  as 
modern  experience  suggests,  and  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  society  and  of  commerce  demands.  These 
improvements  must  be  made — but  they  can  only  be 
made  in  the  spirit  of  cautious  and  deliberate  wis- 


*1  quote  from  Wheatley. 


dom,  guided  by  a sincere  view  to  the  good  of  the 
country.  The  concern  is  too  fearfully  important, 
too  fundamental,  too  pervading — the  subject  is  too 
complicated,  too  much  beset  with  difficulties  in 
theory  as  well  as  in  practice,  to  he  lightly  tampered 
with.  Above  all,  it  is  no  lit  matter  lor  lanatical 
propaganism.  It  must  not  be  made  the  Shibboleth  of 
party.  The  wisest  statesman  will  approach  it 
with  fear  and  trembling,  and  his  anxiety  will  be  in 
proportion  to  his  wisdom. 

As  to  the  fluctuations  to  which  the  currency  of 
the  country  is  said  to  be  rendered  liable,  by  dis- 
counts on  government  deposites,  where  is  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  in  our  past  experience?  I speak 
of  the  ordinary  deposites,  of  course;  not  of  such 
preposterous  surplus  as  was  allowed  to  accumulate 
until  the  distribution  act  of  the  session  before  last. 
Unquestionably,  that  surplus,  ought  not  to  have 
been  suffered  to  go  into  commerce,  to  so  great  an 
extent,  without  suitable  precautionary  arrange- 
ments; and  should  such  a thing  ever  occur  again, 
such  arramrements  would,  no  doubt  he  marie  Ret 
the  evils  produced  even  by  those  extraordinary  de- 
posites— besides  that  they  have  been  prodigiously 
overrated  by  people  who  did  not  look  or  could  not 
see  beyond  what  was  passing  in  this  country,  while 
the  operations  of  the  bank  and  the  capitalists  of 
England,  were,  as  I have  shown  elsewhere,  exer- 
cising such  incalculable  influence  over  our  affairs 
— were  in  a degree,  nay,  principally  owing  to  the 
financial  blunders  of  some  of  the  very  men,  who 
now  cite  them  to  prove  that,  under  all  circumstan- 
ces whatever,  they  would  produce  the  same  effect. 
So  far  as  1 know,  nobody  pretends  to  dispute  this 
— nobody,  I mean,  that  has  riot  an  interest  in  do- 
ing so.  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury’s  policy,  espe- 
cially, in  the  execution  of  the  distribution  or  de- 
posite  law,  as  it  is  called,  is  considered,  and  I think 
justly  considered,  as  a signal  piece  of  mismanage- 
ment. What  sound  inference,  I ask  again,  can  be 
drawn  from  the  effects  of  such  an  exorbitant  accu- 
mulation of  public  funds,  so  unskilfully  disposed 
of,  against  the  allowing  the  banks  to  use  in  dis- 
counts a moderate  revenue,  received  with  great 
regularity  at  stated  periods,  and  requiring  a very 
uniform  amount  of  funds  to  meet  current  disburse- 
ments? Who  ever  heard  before  of  the  evils  attend- 
ing these  discounts?  Where  is  there  any  evidence 
of  this  in  our  past  history?  Did  Mr.  Gallatin — did 
Mr  Dallas — did  any  of  our  really  able  men  ever 
speak  of  them?  On  the  contrary,  did  they  not  one 
and  all  of  them,  consider  bank  agency  as  indis- 
pensable in  collecting  and  transferring,'  the  public 
revenues,  and  the  privilege  of  discounting  on  ave- 
rage balances  as  only  a fair  compensation  for  the 
services  thus  rendered?*  The  principle  of  this  -.3 
well  as  of  every  other  part  of  banking,  is  a very 
simple  one.  It  is,  as  a great  statesman  remarks, 
that  money  being  a productive  thing,  when  the 
usual  time  of  its  demand  can  be  tolerably  calcula- 
ted, it  may,  with  prudence,  be  safely  laid  out  to  the 
profit  of  the  holder. f It  was  certainly  quite  natural, 
that  in  this  country,  of  all  others,  destitute  as  it 
was  originally  of  mercantile  capital,  this  humane 
view  of  the  subject  of  government  deposites  should 
be  taken  by  our  early  financiers.  That  the  use  of 
those  deposites  has  since  ’89,  added  immensely  to 
the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  nation,  no  one  can  pre- 
tend to  dispute — and  I again  demand  the  proof,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  enormous  surplus  of  the 
last  year,  this  advantage  has  been  alloyed  with  any 
evil  whatever. 

I am  aware,  that  in  a series  of  well  written  ar- 
ticles on  this  subject,  in  the  course  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, the  editor  of  the  Patriot  exemplified  his  gene- 
ral position,  by  the  effects  which  he  attributed  to 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  1S31. 
He  pointed  to  a sudden  enlargement  of  its  issues, 
which  he  affirmed  to  be  owing  to  the  necessity  the 
bank  was  under,  of  laying  out  the  capital,  thus 
disengaged  from  the  government  securities,  in  dis- 
counts of  commercial  paper.  But,  I submit,  that 
admitting  the  allegation  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, there  is  no  analogy  between  the  cases.  This 
illustration  has,  indeed,  an  immensely  important 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  banking,  in  another 
point  of  view,  which  I have  not  time  here  to  dis- 
cuss— but,  how  any  harm  done  by  the  unexpected 
payment  to  the  bank,  of  a large  amount  of  its  own 
capital,  by  one  of  its  debtors,  and  a necessity  of 
changing,  without  loss  of  time,  the  form  of  its  in- 
vestment, proves  that  the  use,  without  interest,  of 
the  comparatively  moderate  sums  uniformly  re- 
ceived on  account  of  others,  and  averaging  the 
whole  year  round,  and  even  from  year  to  year, 
pretty  nearly  the  same  amount,  ought  to  be  inter- 


*See  Mr.  Gallatin’s  Considerations  on  Currency, 
&c.  1831. 

fBurke’s  speech  on  economical  reform. 
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dieted,  I cannot  perceive,  especially  when  the  bank 
takes  no  commission,  and  gives  a lair  quid  pro  quo, 
in  receiving-,  keeping  and  paying  them  away,  as  well 
as  making  remittances  from  place  to  place.  If  the 
public  securities  held  by  the  Bank  of  England  were 
suddenly  paid  off,  (as  they  cannot  be,  however,  by 
its  charter,)  I dare  say  the  necessity  of  finding  in- 
vestment, in  private  discounts,  &c.  for  so  much 
capital,  might  lead  to  great  derangements  in  busi- 
ness and  the  currency:  but  would  that  show  that 
it  had  not  been  a faithful  depository  of  the  public 
monies,  or  ought  not  to  have  used  them,  with  mo- 
deration and  prudence,  in  the  common  course  of 
business,  or  that  much  good  has  not  been  done  by 
the  use  of  them? 

Still  I have  no  unwillingness  to  admit  that  this 
whole  question  of  the  use  of  the  deposites,  (and  it 
is  true  of  private  as  well  as  public  ones),  is  strictly 
a practical  matter,  an  affair  of  administration  which 
cannot  be  rigidly  settled  a priori.  A skilful  finan- 
cier at  the  head  of  the  treasury  would  very  soon 
neroeive  wha.t  checks  and  limitationo  it  might  he 
necessary  to  impose  upon  it,  where  there  was  any 
chance  of  extraordinary  irregularity.  So  long  as 
the  public  revenues  continued  uniform,  there  could 
be  no  danger  or  difficulty  whatever,  and  I will  here 
add,  what  strikes  me  as  an  important  remark.  As 
those  revenues  are,  (except  years  of  extraordinary 
speculation  in  western  lands)  levied  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  commerce  of  the  country,  they 
would  fluctuate  only  as  that  commerce  fluctuated. 
It  is,  therefore,  manifest  that  every  objection  to  the 
use  of  the  deposites  would  apply  a fortiori  to  dis- 
counts of  the  paper  of  merchants  representing  that 
commerce — just  in  the  proportion  which  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  the  revenue  should  happen  to  he  to 
the  average  amount  of  the  imports — say  as  25  or  30 
is  to  100.  It  is  an  objection  which  goes  to  the 
whole  syste*  of  banking — at  least  so  long  as  the 
function  of  banking,  or  lending  money,  and  that  of 
issuing  currency  continues  to  be  confounded.  And 
this  is  another  evidence  of  what  1 maintained  in 
congress,  that  the  bill  on  the  table  is  really  much 
more  subversive  than  most  of  its  warmest  advocates 
imagine. 

As  to  the  idea  that  the  withholding  the  use  of  the 
public  money  from  the  banks  will  have  a tendency 
to  make  a change  in  the  relative  commerce  of 
Charleston  and  New  York,  it  appears  to  me  per- 
fectly visionary.  It  is  not  government  credits  that 
have  given  to  the  latter  city  its  immense  ascendant 
m the  union  as  a mercantile  capital,  but  the  advan- 
tage:, wnicn  marked  it  out  as  a mercantile  capital 
have  drawn  to  it  the  government  credits.  The  re- 
venue having  been  almost  exclusively  derived  from 
defies  on  imports.  Was  not  and  could  not  be  the 
cause,  but  the  elfect  of  commerce.  Look  at  the 
facts.  It  is  but  the’other  day  that  the  importations 
of  Boston.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  &c.  were  nearly 
as  great  as  those  of  New  York.  They  were  once 
even  greater.  Philadelphia  has  had  the  additional 
advantage  of  being  the  seat  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  So  far  as  government  influence  and  pa- 
tronage went  then,  they  were  against  the  progress 
of  that  monopoly  which  for-  twenty  years  past,  New 
York  has  been  gradually  acquiring.  She  has  ac- 
quired it,  and  she  is  now  above  (he  necessity  of  any 
aid  from  the  government,  though  she  may  of  course 
suifer  from  what  it  may  do  to  create  discredit  and 
embarrass  trade.  If  business  be  left  to  take  its 
usual  course — if  the  merchants  and  capitalists  of 
other  cities  content  themselves  with  invoking  Jupi- 
ter, instead  of  putting  their  shoulders  manfully  to 
the  wheel — if  it  is  only  on  the  churlish  policy  of 
letting  nobody  make  advantage  of  the  federal  hoard. 
that  they  build  their  hopes,  they  will.  I confidently 
predict  it,  be  disappointed.  New  York,  besides 
what  nature  has  so  bountifully  done  for  her,  has  had 
another  immense  advantage.  She  has  been  the  fa- 
vorite seat  of  New  England  enterprize..  She  is,  in 
truth,  the  capital  of  the  east,  as  much  as  of  the 
mighty  state  whose  name  she  bears.  Let  us  emu- 
late instead  of  repining  in  unavailing  envy.  We, 
too,  have  very  great  natural  advantages,  as  I rejoice 
to  see  we  begin  to  perceive  and  to  feel.  Let  us 
turn  them  to  account. 

There  is  room  enough  for  all,  in  the  boundless 
operations  of  modern  commerce.  And,  should  we 
be  successful  in  our  undertaking,  we  shall  bring 
back,  with  our  active  business,  all  its  incidental  ad- 
vantages. We  shall  take  awav  from  New  York  a 
part  of  the  government  deposites — but  we  shall 
take  them  away  not  to  hurt  her,  but  to  benefit  our- 
selves, not  to  bury  (hem  in  the  earth  unprofitably, 
but  to  make  them  a fountain  of  blessings  to  hun- 
dreds of  worthy  families,  to  whom  the  credits  of 
which  they  would  be  the  foundation,  would  furnish 
the  means  of  active  and  prosperous  business.  Should 
the  day  come,  as  it  seems  likely  soon  to  come, 
when  the  system  of  direct  importations  would  bear 
its  full  fruit,  how  much  should  we  regret  the  hasty 


adoption  of  the  proposed  system?  We  are  all  alive 
to  the  great  benefits  we  should  derive,  in  a mere 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  (to  speak  ol  nothing  else 
here),  from  the  establishment  of  a navy  yard  in  this 
port,  and  yet  we  do  not  seem  to  consider  that  the 
policy  now  contemplated,  with  regard  to  the  depo- 
posites,  might  deprive  us  under  more  auspicious 
circumstances  of  as  much  as  we  expect  to  gain 
from  the  success  of  our  efforts  in  that  case.  Of 
course,  this  would  be  but  a small  matter,  if  the  pub- 
lic good  really  required  a sacrifice  of  the  kind  at 
our  hands,  but  in  weighing  the  many  interests  in- 
volved in  the  sub-treasury  question,  it  ought  not  to 
be  entirely  forgotten. 

But,  after  all,  on  this  head,  as  well  as  on  that  of 
exacting  the  federal  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  I object 
most  to  the  unnatural  “divorce”  of  the  governing 
part  of  the  community  from  the  great  body  of  it.  I 
would  have  our  government  bone  of  our  bone,  and 
flesh  of  our  flesh.  I would  have  it  feel  whatever 
we  feel,  that  it  should  know  what  we  want  and 
have  a right  to  expect  from  it  by  an  immediate  and 
unerring  sympathy.  It  should  suffer  from  our  ills 
in  order  to  remedy  them.  In  case  of  disease  or 
distemperature,  the  same  blood  should  burn  in  our 
veins,  the  same  pulses  throb  in  our  temples. 

The  idea  of  distinguishing  one  part  of  the  body 
politic  from  the  rest,  strikes  me,  I repeat  it,  as  un- 
natural and  shocking.  It  has  an  air  of  conquest 
about  it,  and  even  of  barbaric  conquest- — it  reminds 
one  of  the  Turk  encamped  in  the  provinces  of  the 
Greek  empire — of  a Tartar  dinasty,  levying  contri- 
butions upon  the  subjugated  Chinese.  That  does 
not  appear  to  me  a well  ordered  or  even  a civilized 
public  economy,  which  admits  of  such  an  incon- 
gruity. To  see  it  in  all  its  deformity,  to  feel  it  in 
all  its  harsh  and  odious  repulsiveness,  you  have 
only  to  imagine  the  60,000  (or  100,000,  or  what- 
ever the  number  may  be)  of  federal  officers  in  the 
Red  Book,  the  Livred’or,  hereditary,  or  contemplate 
them  fora  moment  as  freeholds,  like  most  of  the 
offices  at  common  law — wherein  would  they  differ 
from  those  60,000  knights-fees  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  his  Norman  horde?  If  this  separation 
strikes  us  at  the  first  view  as  something  unnatural 
and  unfit;  if  it  has  never,  even  in  times  of  our  great- 
est perplexity,  in  the  dark  hour  of  war  and  reverses, 
occurred  to  any  of  the  great  men  to  whom  the  des- 
tinies of  our  country  have  been  committed,  or  has 
occurred  to  them  only  as  an  alternative  in  a choice 
of  evils,  we  may  safely  conclude  that  there  is  some- 
thing- morally  wrong  in  it,  which  needs  to  be  ex- 
cused by  an  extreme  necessity.  Since  the  founda- 
tion of  civil  society,  the  right  of  coining  money  and 
regulating  the  value  of  it,  with  a view  to  uniformity 
in  the  currency,  has  been  acknowledged  as  one  of 
the  high  prerogatives  of  government.  Under  our 
very  peculiar  constitution,  it  is  true,  limitations 
seem  to  have  been,  whether  intentionally  or  not, 
set  to  that  prerogative,  which  do  not  exist  else- 
where; but  if  we  have  not  power  technically  so 
called,  we  have  great  influence  and  authority,  which 
we  are  bound  to  use  for  the  common  benefit.  And 
if  this  be  found  insufficient,  after  a full  experience, 
vve  may  easily  reform  our  institutions  so  far  as  to 
correct,  if  it  be  deemed  necessary,  the  evils  we  may 
discover  in  them,  in  this  particular. 

There  were  various  other  heads  on  which  it  was 
my  purpose  to  have  touched,  but  want  of  time  puts  it 
out  of  m)'  power  to  do  so.  I will  only  add  that  as  to 
the  custody  of  the  public  deposites,  the  sub-treasu- 
ry system,  properly  so  called,  does  not  seem  to 
have  met  with  any  favor  here;  that  of  special  depos- 
ites in  the  banks  being  universally  preferred.  I am 
glad  it  is  so,  for  whatever  objections  I may  have  to 
the  latter  scheme,  I consider  it  as  innocent  in  com- 
parison with  that  recommended  by  the  secretary. 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  whose  great  ability,  enlightened  by 
the  most  ample  experience,  I have  the  highest  con- 
fidence, considers  this  scheme  as  substantially  the 
the  same  as  that  plan  of  a national  bank  approved 
by  general  Jackson,  and  rejected  with  the  unani- 
mous assent  of  the  country  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  of  which  Mr.M’Duffie  was  chair- 
man in  1830 — 31.  Between  a commercial  bank 
and  a political  bank  of  the  United  States,  nobody 
appeared  then  to  hesitate  at. all.  Now,  whatever 
form  these  sub-treasuries  might  at  first  assume,  I 
have  no  doubt,  they  would  grow  into  a regular  bank- 
ing institution.  If  it  be  true,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  af- 
firms, that  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation  can  be 
well  conducted  only  through  the  agency  of  such  an 
institution,  the  sub-treasury  would  soon  become  an 
office  of  deposite  and  at  length  of  discount.  The 
convenience  and  even  the  necessities  of  the  govern- 
ment would  lead  it  to  encroach  little  by  little — and 
the  embarrassments  of  the  domestic  exchanges 
would  reconcile  the  people  to  those  encroachments. 
Consider  rvhat  the  mint  once  was  in  England.  It 
was,  as  Burke  observes,  of  as  much  importance  on 
the  then  scale  of  things,  and  the  then  order  of  busi- 


ness as  the  bank  is  at  this  day.  It  was  the  great 
centre  ot  money  transactions  and  remittances  for 
England  and  the  neighboring  countries,  until 
Charles  I.  among  other  arbitrary  measures,  dictated 
by  despotic  necessity,  made  it  withhold  the  money 
that  lay  there  for  remittance.  That  blow,  (and  hap- 
pily too,  adds  Burke,)  it  never  recovered.  Now.  it 
is  exactly  such  “remittance  shops,”  that  these  sub- 
treasuries,  once  established,  would  probably  be- 
come. Let  those  who  support  the  schem-^  because 
they  are  opposed  to  a national  bank,  ponder  Well  over 
this  view'  of  the  subject. 

On  the  whole,  you  have  now  the  general  vie-vs 
by  which  my  course  on  this  equally  important  and 
difficult  subject  was  grounded.  I have  only  to  add 
that  I followed  the  best  lights  of  my  understanding 
with  a single  eye  to  the  good  of  the  country,  and 
that  in  doing  so,  I felt  very  confident  I should  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  enlightened  constituency 
which  I have  the  honor  to  represent.  I am,  dear 
sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  friend  and  bumble  ser- 
vant, HUGH  S.  LEGARE. 

To esq. 

P.  S.  I perceive,  as  I am  closing  this  letter,  that 
the  editor  of  the  Southern  Patriot,  thinks  it  incon- 
sistent W'ilh  my  speech.  He  is  certainly  mistaken, 
and  would  find,  if  he  did  me  the  favor  to  read  them 
over  again,  that  I have  done  no  more  here  than  de- 
velope  more  fully  what  I said  there.  The  suppo- 
sed inconsistency  arises  from  his  confounding  what 
I object  to  the  bill,  standing  by  itself,  with  what  I 
apprehend  to  be  its  tendency  as  part  of  a system — to 
the  bill  as  a mere  economical  measure,  with  the 
bill  as  an  expression  of  political  doctrines  and  pur- 
poses and  the  beginning  of  a great  financial  revolu- 
tion. It  was  against  the  spirit  and  declarations — 
the  quo  animo — of  its  advocates  that  I felt  bound  to 
protest  still  more  decidedly  than  against  the  thing 
itself.  Served  up  aunaturel  by  a plain  cook,  al- 
though not  very  palatable  or  nourishing,  it  might 
not  be  very  offensive — but  it  is  quite  another  affair 
when  done  a la  sauce  infernale,  garnished  with  bold 
theories,  with  ravings  about  inequality  of  fortune, 
and  with  vehement  appeals  to  popular  passion. 

As  to  what  I said  of  its  requiring,  comparatively, 
little  specie  to  pay  government  dues,  I urged  it  as 
argumentum  ad  hominem  to  one  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bill,  who  quite  forgot  that  he  was  bound  to 
show  that  it  widened  the  metallic  basis.”  In  truth, 
if  all  the  business  of  the  country  were  transacted  in 
some  great  capital,  like  London,  very  little  coin 
W’ould  be  needed,  although  as  I have  said,  that 
would  not  diminish  the  tax  imposed  on  the  people 
by  money  changers.  This  was  proved  by  the  ope- 
rations of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
had  a like  effect.  But  one  of  the  circumstances 
which  makes  me  apprehend  disorders  of  the  cur- 
rency and  in  business,  at  the  present  time,  from  the 
system,  is  the  want  of  concert  among  so  many  in- 
dependent state  institutions,  and  the  facilities  it  af- 
fords to  speculators  to  operate  separately  against 
them:  as  well  as  the  fact,  that  a great  deal  of  mo- 
ney is  collected  by  the  government,  in  parts  of  the 
country,  (Charleston  for  example,)  where  it  pays 
away  very  little.  We  saw  the  effect  of  the  former 
circumstance  in  the  history  of  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  here.  Our  banks,  which  were  in 
a very  sound  state,  were  drained,  as  I have  always 
understood,  by  northern  money  changers,  speculat- 
ing in  gold  and  silver,  upon  the  distresses  of  New 
York.  If  what  Mr.  Cardozo  says  of  the  intensity 
of  the  demand  for  coin,  to  be  created  by  the  bill, 
should  turn  out  in  practice  to  be  true,  scenes  of  this 
sort,  I think,  will  be  perpetualy  renewed,  and  I 
need  not  tell  him  that  no  banking  institution,  ex- 
cept of  the  most  colossal  capital,  could  resist  such 
attacks. 

In  short,  admitting  his  reasonings,  they  amount, 
it  seems  to  me,  simply  to  this — there  is  too  much 
bank  capital  in  the  country- — therefore,  you  can  do 
no  harm  by  diminishing  it.  The  answer  is,  1st. 
Your  taking  out  of  trade  solid  capital,  such  as  the 
government  deposites,  and  those  of  merchants,  to  a 
correspondingamount,  will  not  prevent,  nor  have  the 
least  tendency  to  diminish  trading  on  fictitious  capi- 
tal and  in  spurious  paper.  2d.  You  do  not  seem  to 
consider  (hat  by  simply  diminishing  capital,  you 
diminish  the  amount  of  business  aud  productive 
power  which  it  generates,  and  which  would  absorb 
the  currency  created  by  it,  without  any  other  effect 
whatever. 

It  is  most  true,  after  all,  that  these  are  questions, 
which  experience  alone  can  decide  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  All  theoretical  opinions  in  regard  to  them 
are  more  or  less  conjectural. 

To  me,  it  appears,  however,  very  clear  that  this 
measure  will  withdraw  from,  commerce  an  immense 
sum , ( not  less  than  20  or  even  30  millions  a year), 
without  any  compensation  whatever.  This  is  a tam- 
pering with  trade,  which  I cannot  contemplate  with- 
out alarm. 
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8t/-  We  have  given  up  this  sheet  almost  exclusive- 
ly to  the  proceedings  of  congress,  which  are  too 
important  to  be  postponed  until  our  next. 

OChlt  is  stated  in  the  “Globe”’  of  last  night  that 
the  president’s  house  will  be  opened,  as  usual,  for 
the  reception  of  visiters,  on  Monday,  the  1st  inst., 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  o’clock. 

Qtj-Mr.  Webster  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
senate  yesterday;  the  honorable  Thomas  Glas- 
cock arrived  and  took  his  seat  on  Thursday. 

OCr  We  have  prepared  for  the  press  some  interest- 
ing details  of  the  insurrection  in  the  two  Canadas, 
but  must  defer  them  until  our  next.  From  Upper 
Canada  we  learn  that  McKenzie  with  the  chief  por- 
tion of  the  patriot  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Van  Rensellaer  of  Albany,  has  possession  of 
Navy  Island,  containing  about  350  acres,  situated 
about  two  miles  from  the  Falls  and  belonging  to  Can- 
ada. It  is  strongly  fortified,  and  will  offer  a formida- 
ble resistance  to  sir  Francis  Head,  who  has  commen- 
ced an  attack  upon  it.  Sir  Francis  Head  sent  a mes- 
senger to  gov.  Marcy  demanding  McKenzie,  who 
was  recently  at  Buffalo,  as  a fugitive  for  justice. 
The  governor  refused  to  give  him  up,  but  issued  a 
proclamation  enjoining  strict  neutrality  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state. 

The  account  of  the  victory  over  the  patriots  at 
St.  Eustache,  in  Lower  Canada,  is  confirmed.  The 
slaughter  was  dreadful,  and  it  is  said  that  upwards 
of  105  prisoners  captured  at  that  village,  have  arriv- 
ed at  Montreal.  The  names  of  the  prisoners  are 
principally  French. 

The  following  piece  of  geographical  statistics,  re- 
lative to  the  locale  of  some  of  the  patriot  chiefs,  is 
said  to  rest  on  pretty  good  authority. 

j.  Tj.  rrt|>i,icau  <xr.a  e O’rallag-han,  at  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont;  T.  S.  Brown  left  Swanton  on  the 

13th  for  do.;  E.  E.  Rodier  and Beaudry,  at 

Burlington,  Pranehere,  Marchand  and  Soupras,  at 
Highgate;  Joshua  Bell,  at  Swanton  or  Rouse’sPoint; 
Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote,  at  Champlain. 

Papineau,  however,  is  stated  to  be  more  proba- 
bly in  Maine  raising  rebel  forces  in  the  disputed 
territory. 

The  arrest  of  Mr.  Brown  at  Middlebury  on  debt, 
at  the  suit  of  the  Montreal  Bank,  is  confirmed. 

From  Florida.  We  have  more  than  once  re- 
solved not  to  publish  any  accounts  from  Florida, 
unless  of  an  official  character, — for  in  three  cases 
out  of  four,  statements  which  seem  authentic  are 
not  to  be  relied  on,  and  thus  perplex  both  readers 
and  editor. 

It  now  seems  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  a speedy 
termination  of  the  war,  unless  hostilities  are  active- 
ly prosecuted  by  the  American  commanding  gene- 
ral; for  Sam  Jones,  instead  of  being  willing  to  sur- 
render, is  concentrating  troops  at  his  town.  Gen. 
Jesup  is  also  making  great  preparations  for  the 
campaign,  and  was  moving  upon  Sam  Jones’s  town, 
with  a large  and  well  appointed  force. 

Major  McLean,  one  of  gen.  Jesup’s  staff,  who 
has  been  deputed  to  procure  streamboats  of  a very 
light  draft,  so  as  to  establish  depots  on  Indian  river, 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  the  seat  of  war,  arrived 
at  Savannah,  on  the  22d  inst.  from  Gary’s  Ferry, 
and  has  communicated  the  following  to  the  editor 
of  the  “Georgian.” 

The  regular  forces  under  gen.  Jesup  composed  of 
about  1,500  men  (all  regulars)  have  moved  from 
fort  Mellon  under  the  immediate  command  of  gen. 
Eustis. 

The  depot  at  fort  Mellon  is  secured  inside  of  a 
large  picket,  garrisoned  by  140  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  Stafonerd. 

Gen.  Hernandez,  with  the  Tennesse  volunteers, 
moved  at  the  same  time  along  the  St.  John,  on  the 
eastern  side  toward  the  south,  while  general  Eustis 
marched  on  the  western  side. 

All  of  the  Florida  volunteers  had  been  discharged 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  companies.  Pre- 
vious thereto  they  had  scoured  the  whole  country 
from  St.  Augustine  to  Mosquito,  and  thence  down 
the  St.  Johns  to  opposite  fort  Mellon  on  lake  Mon- 
roe. 

A depot  is  to  be  established  under  the  command 
of  major  Dearborn  in  or  above  lake  Harney,  which 
is  about  30  or  35  miles  southeast  of  fort  Mellon,  in 
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a region  of  country  hitherto  unexplored,  and  which 
is  supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  everglades. 
The  steamboat  John  McLean  had  reached  the  bar 
of  lake  Monroe  on  the  way  to  establish  this  depot, 
and  port  boats  had  preceded  her  two  days  under  the 
command  of  major  Dearborn,  to  be  prepared  with 
supplies  for  the  army.  Gen.  Jesup  has  had  to  cut 

roads  through  the  i ! ' extent, 

iui  me  uagghge  trains,  and  the  labor  has  been  cne«.r’ 

fully  performed  by  the  United  States  troops,  all  of 
whom  are  in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

Colonel  Taylor,  with  about  1000  men,  composed 
principally  of  regulars,  with  a few  volunteers  and 
200  Delaware  Indians,  has  received  a message  by  a 
runner  from  Alligator  and  Jumper,  two  of  the  most 
important  chiefs  in  the  nation,  (the  first  command- 
ed at  Dade’s  massacre,  and  the  last  is  the  sense- 
keeper  of  Micanopy,)  that  they  with  their  families 
intended  to  come  in  forthwith.  Since  that  mes- 
sage, Alligator  has  been  in  and  left  hostage  for  him 
and  his  family’s  safe  return,  and  that  of  Jumper, 
who  is  in  miserable  health  and  cannot  ride  or  walk. 

Col.  T.  is  on  the  Kissimmee,  about  30  miles  in  the 
rear  of  S.  E.  of  Sam  Jones,  so  that  it  appears  im- 
possible that  Sam  Jones  can  move  without  com- 
ing in  contact  with  some  portion  of  the  forces. 

It  is  supposed  by  all  the  officers  that  Alligator  and 
Jumper  with  their  families  have,  ere  this,  gone  in 
to  col.  T. 

Gen.  Nelson  with  his  brigade  of  Georgia  volun- 
teers is  scouring  that  section  of  the  country  from 
fort  King  down  towards  the  Ouithlacoochee 
through  the  Alachua  territory,  which  will  doubtless 
be  effectively  done  by  this  officer  as  he  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  that  section  of  country. 

The  Alabama  volunteers  are  scouring  the  coun- 
try between  the  St.  John’s  and  General  Nelson’s 
route. 

The  Cherokee  deputation,  composed  of  Field, 
Bushy-head,  Conrad,  Woodward,  and  Pole  Cat, 
are  also  in  the  Santee  on  their  return  to  Washing- 
ton. 

Georgia.  An  extract  of  a letter  from  Milledge- 
ville,  published  in  the  “ National  Intelligencer”  of 
the  28th  inst.  states,  that  on  the  19th  inst.  the  reso- 
lutions approving  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme  came 
up  for  consideration  in  the  senate  of  Georgia,  and 
were  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, by  a vote  of  40  to  30.  On  the  next  day,  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote,  but  it  was 
lost  by  a vote  of  32  for,  to  36  against. 

The  “Globe”  of  last  night  says,  it  has  the  best  au- 
thority for  saying  that  the  above  vote  was  no  test  of 
the  strength  of  parties  on  the  great  question  before 
the  country.  The  bill  having  been  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble with  the  view  of  preventing  discussion,  as  ma- 
ny weighty  measures,  for  practical  purposes,  were 
pending. 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  extract  of  the  letterpublish- 
ed  in  the  “Intelligencer,”  that  on  the  same  day  the 
resolutions  approving  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme 
were  laid  on  the  table  in  the  senate,  a bill  prohibi- 
ting the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  old  bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
by  a majority  of  more  than  forty  votes.  A motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a majority  of  21  votes. 

The  United  States  and  Mexico.  The  de- 
bate which  begun  in  the  house  of  representatives 
on  Tuesday  last,  [see  page  281]  upon  the  question  of 
reference  of  the  memorial  of  the  New  York  Peace 
society,  was  yesterday  closed  by  a reference  of  that 
memorial  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

We  anticipate  the  full  report  of  yesterday’s  pro- 
ceedings which  our  readers  may  expect,  so  far  as  to 
state  that  Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  rose  in  his  place,  and  referring 
to  the  statement  made  by  him  two  days  since,  that 
no  such  offer  had  been  made  to  this  government  by 
that  of  Mexico  as  is  referred  to  in  the  memorial  of 
the  Peace  society,  informed  the  house  that,  although 
that  statement  of  his  was,  when  made,  strictly  true, 
and  made  in  the  utmost  sincerity,  yet  that,  since 
then,  a communication  had  been  received  by  this 
government  from  that  of  Mexico,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a decree,  a translation  of  which  he  had  had 
prepared,  and  which  was  read  to  the  house.  Mr. 
H.  added,  however,  that  it  was  still  true  that  no 
direct  offer  had  been  made  to  this  government  by 


the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic.  The  decree 
above  quoted  had,  indeed,  been  officially  communi- 
cated, but  the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic 
had  not  intimated  any  purpose  on  his  part  to  com- 
ply with  the  decree  either  in  its  first  or  its  second 
article.  Nat.  Int. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  translation,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Howard,  as  above. 

Department  on  foreign  relations. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  follow- 
ing decree — 

Art.  I.  The  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  to 
the  inhabitants.  Be  it  known  that  the  general  con- 
gress has  decreed  as  follows — 

Art.  1.  The  government  is  authorized  to  arrange 
(or  compromise,  transigior)  with  regard  to  the 
claims  preferred  by  that  of  the  United  States  of  the 
north,  and  to  commit  to  the  judgment  of  a friendly 
power  the  decision  of  those  upon  which  they  can- 
not come  to  a determination,  provided  the  United 
States  themselves  agree  to  this. 

Art.  2.  The  government  is  also  authorized,  in 
case  the  United  States  should  deny  the  satisfaction 
which  we  should  ask  on  our  part,  or  delay  it  beyond 
the  time  which  shall  be  fixed  conformably  with  the 
treaty,  or  should  continue  the  open  aggressions  al- 
ready committed,  to  close  the  ports  to  the  trade  of 
that  nation,  to  prohibit  the  introduction  and  use  of 
its  manufactures,  to  establish  a period  for  the  con- 
sumption or  exportation  of  those  already  on  hand, 
and  to  take  all  measures  required  for  the  purpose, 
and  for  the  safety  of  the  republic. 

Miguel  Valentine,  president. 

Terso  Viego,  ) secretaries 

Rafael  de  Montalvo,  j secretanes- 

Therefore,  I order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  cir- 
culated, and  carried  into  due  fulfilment. 

Palace  of  the  national  government  in  Mexico, 

May  20,  1837. 

ANASTASIS  BUSTAMENTE. 

Louis  Gorzaga  Cuevas. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Monday,  Dec.  18.  Mr.  Wall  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  115  ladies  of  Gloucester,  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  its  reference 
to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King  called  for  the  question  on  its  reception. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the 
table,  but  withdrew'  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  who  said  it  was  manifest 
that  this  subject  was  extending  itself  in  the  public 
mind,  and  was  exciting  more  and  more  attention. — 
His  own  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  any  Iegsi- 
lation  on  the  object  prayed  for  was  well  known.  He 
though  congress  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
the  petitioners.  But  his  main  object  in  rising  was 
to  ask  the  senator  from  New  Jersey,  or  senators 
from  other  quarters,  where  this  subject  was  agitated, 
whether  it  was  confined  to  the  object  of  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  District,  exclusively,  or  was  extend- 
ed to  other  objects;  whether,  in  short,  large  numbers 
who  had  signed  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
here,  had  not  been  induced  to  do  so  by  the  notion 
thut  the  right  nf  petition  hoil  been  assailed,  and  with 
a view  to  assert  what  they  believed  to  be  their  con- 
stitutional right.  Mr.  C.  thought  it  became  the 
senate  to  consider  well  whether  the  course  hereto- 
fore pursued  in  not  receiving  the  petitions  was  the 
best  one,  and  whether,  on  the  contrary,  the  course 
formerly  proposed  by  an  ex-senator  from  Va.  (Mr. 
Tyler,)  would  not  be  best  to  satisfy  and  calm  the 
public  mind;  which  course  was,  to  refer  the  peti- 
tions to  the  committee  for  the  District,  or  to  some 
other  committee,  and  obtain  from  them  a report  de- 
liberately and  fully  discussing  the  whole  subject, 
which  might  be  sent  forth  to  satisfy  the  public  mind, 
and  prevent  any  future  interference  on  the  subject. 

It  was  well  worthy  of  consideration,  even  at  this 
late  day,  whether  this  course  was  not  best  calcu- 
lated to  calm  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Wall  said,  that  unquestionably  the  excite- 
ment on  this  subject  was  greatly  on  the  increase  in 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  not  in  consequence  o 
sympathy  with  the  abolitionists  in  their  main  de- 
sign, but  because  the  people  believed  that  the  right 
of  petition  had  been  assailed.  Mr.  W.  was  fully  of 
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the  opinion  that  if  these  petitions  should  be  receiv- 
ed, be  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  District,  and 
if  a report  on  the  subject  from  that  committee  should 
be  laid  before  the  American  people,  these  petitions 
would  cease  to  be  sent  here.  The  people  at  large 
had  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
different  states  on  this  subject;  their  petitions  relat- 
ed only  to  this  District.  Mr.  VV.  would  be  happy 
if  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay  should  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  those  gentlemen  who  diri'ered  with  Mr. 
W.  on  this  subject.  In  that  case  the  senate  would 
be  no  more  importuned  by  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  did  not  believe  that  such  a 
measure  would  have  any  effect  to  stop  these  peti- 
tions. We  might  as  well  attempt  to  stop  a north- 
wester with  a straw.  The  cause  which  produced 
them  lay  deep,  in  a spirit  of  fanaticism,  which  dis- 
regarded constitution,  law,  and  every  thing  else. — 
There  was  but  one  mode  of  preventing  them,  which 
was  to  meet  them  at  me  uours  anu  i\.cep  mem  uui. 

Mr.  C.  would  yield  them  nothing;  they  were  inter- 
fering with  what  they  had  no  right  to  touch;  and 
this  was  but  a preliminary  step  to  something  more; 
and  if  one  point  was  yielded,  they  would  grasp  at 
the  whole.  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  ol  no  compromise; 
on  the  contrary,  he  would  meet  them  with  a joint 
rule  of  both  houses,  making  it  out  of  order  to  present 
such  petitions.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wouldyield  no- 
thing. This  was  a question,  and  perhaps  the  only 
question,  that  could  destroy  the  union.  The  great 
mass  of  the  people  wdio  were  engaged  in  their  pri- 
vate pursuits  were  sound  on  this  subject;  but  the 
rising  generation  was  imbued  with  a spirit  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  security  ol' southern  rights. — 
The  progress  of  this  spirit  must  be  arrested,  and 
arrested  early.  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  been  entrusted  with  vari- 
ous memorials  of  a similar  character  to  this;  and  he 
therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a few  words.  When 
these  petitions  were  referred,  as  was  the  former 
practice,  to  the  committee  for  the  District,  there 
was  very  little  excitement  on  the  subject.  There 
was  a great  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
some  thinking  that  slavery  in  the  District  ought  to 
be  abolished  by  congress,  an  l others  thinking  differ- 
ently; but  from  the  moment  that  the  petitions  were 
refused,  to  the  present  time,  the  excitement  had 
been  continually  increasing.  And  the  petitioners 
were  not  the  miserable  fanatics  Wtllcli  Itie  seimtoi 
from  South  Carolina  supposed;  they  were  among 
the  most  intelligent  and  respectable  of  the  commu- 
nity; and  the  legislature  of  Vermont  had  adopted 
resolutions  on  this  subject,  instructing  theirsenators 
and  requesting  their  representatives  to  urge  the  sub- 
ject on  the  consideration  of  congress. 

[Mr.  Cuthberl  asked  whether  the  legislature  ask- 
ed congress  to  indulge  the  full  right  of  petition,  or 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District.] 

Mr.  S.  resumed.  The  legislature  had  asserted 
the  right  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict; but  Mr.  S.  firmly  believed  that  if  the  petitions 
had  been  referred  to  the  District  committee,  as  for- 
merly, for  them  to  report  upon  them,  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  have  allayed  the  excitement.  The 
most  of  the  petitioners  were  not  those  generally 
called  abolitionists;  and  they  would  have  probably 
had  no  feelings  on  the  subject  if  the  former  course 
of  referring  the  petitions  had  been  pursued.  Neither 
was  it  a question  of  party  in  Vermont;  but  men  of 
all  parties  were  engaged  on  the  subject,  and  on  this 
subject  they  could  unite.  Mr.  S.  hoped  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Clay  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Roane , of  Virginia,  said,  that  warm,  ardent 
and  strong,  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and  fixed  as  was 
his  opinion  on  this  subject,  he  should  perhaps  not 
have  opened  his  lips  on  the  present  most  unexpect- 
ed occasion,  but  for  the  relation  he  happens  to  bear 
towards  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  which  it  "is  proposed  to  refer  this  whole  subject. 
It  is  one  of  vast  importance,  involving  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  millions  ot  our  citizens,  and 
perhaps  the  union  of  these  states.  A committee, 
raised  to  take  charge  of  the  local  concerns  of 
the  people  of  this  District  is  not,  I humbly  appre- 
hend, the  suitable  committee  for  such  a subject. — 
That  committee  was  not  constituted  with  reference 
to  questions  of  such  magnitude  and  extensive  bear- 
ing; and  I do  trust  that,  should  this  body  unfortu- 
nately agree  to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions, 
with  a view,  as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a calm, 
deliberate,  and  full  discussion  of  their  merits,  they 
will  send  them  to  some  othercommittee — nay,  raise 
a special  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen  who 
have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  such  discussion; 
for  I take  this  occasion  to  say  that,  neither  in  com- 
mittee nor  elsewhere,  will  t ever  cons  mt  to  argue 
and  discuss  the  merits  of  this  tender  and  vital  ques- 
tion. No,  sir,  when  my  life  and  my  property  are 
assailed,  I protect  them  not  by  argument  and  dis- 
cussion. 


Sir,  the  senator  from  Ky.,  (Mr.  Clay,)  has  asked 
whether  the  multiplication  of  these  petitions  in  the 
north,  and  the  spread  of  feeling,which  prompts  them, 
is  not  mainly  attributable  to  a belief,  on  the  part  of 
the  people  there,  that  the  great  right  of  petition  had 
been  invaded  by  the  direction  which  this  body  has 
given  to  them  for  the  last  two  years?  He  has  been 
answered  in  the  affiinative  by  the  senator  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Swift,)  and  it  is  utterly  denied  that  fa- 
naticism constitutes  any  part  of  the  spirit  which  ac- 
tuates our  northern  brethren,  in  thus  eternally  stir- 
ring a question  which  they  must  know  is  vital  to  us 
of  the  south.  Oh  no— it  is  not  fanaticism,  it  is  not 
humanity,  it  is  not  philanthropy,  but  it  is  patriotism! 
it  is  only  to  assert  and  maintain  inviolate  the  great 
right  of  petition?  I perceive,  sir,  that  one  of  the 

petitions  presented  this  morning  is  signed  b}',  I 
think,  one  hiindi-jU  a„H  eleven  women.  Allow  me 
tu  ~=>k  wTen  before,  on  what  uuiei  i ... 

what  other  great  question,  have  the  females  thought 
it  their  imperious  duty  to  step  forth  as  the  asserters 
and  champions  of  the  great  right  of  petition.  Allow 
me  to  believe,  sir,  that  such  a motive  constituted  no 
part  of  their  feelings,  never  for  one  moment  entered 
into  their  brain;  no,  sir,  it  is  th e false  fire  of  philan- 
thropy, so  easily  kindled  in  their  warm  and  tender 
hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  flame  by  fanatical, 
vile,  and  designing  men. 

No  man,  sir,  in  this  wide  extended  empire,  more 
dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly  guard,  than  I, 
the  great,  the  inestimable  right  of  petition',  as  asserted 
and  practised  in  England,  and  thence  engrafted  into 
our  own  written  constitution;  but,  like  all  other  good 
things,  it  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  its  limits;  and  I 
for  one  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  now  before 
the  senate  presents  a limit  to  this  right.  The  peo- 
ple have  a right  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition 
— for  what?  To  take  away  my  right  to  enjoy  “lile, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness?”  No,  sir; 
but  to  redress  grievances;  grievances  to  which  the 
law-making  power  can  apply  a remedy  or  correc- 
tive. The  petitions  must  not  only  be  sent  to  a tri- 
bunal competent  to  hear  them,  but  must  relate  to  a 
subject  on  which  that  tribunal  can  legally  and  au- 
thoritatively act.  Sir,  the  people  are  occluded; 
they  have  occluded  themselves;  they  are  occluded 
by  the  sacred  compromises  of  the  constitution —the 
charter  of  all  their  rights — from  bringing  this  sub- 
ject before  congress  in  any  manner  whatever  as  one 
or  ordinary  legislation.  It  Is  In  vain  tosaythat  this 
right  of  petition  has  no  limits.  We  have  been  told 
this  morning,  that  we  are  the  servants  of  the  people; 
yet  we — -this  senate,  requires  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respectful  in  its  lan- 
guage, and  decorous  in  its  form.  This,  sir,  is  a 
limit;  and  one  liable  to  abuse;  and  why  not.  I seek 
to  know,  require  that  they  shall  also  be  pprtinent  in 
their  matter  and  legitimate  in  their  object? 

I ask  gentlemen  who  are  so  sensitive  in  their 
feelings,  and  so  latitudinons  in  their  notions,  about 
the  right  of  petition,  what  they  would  do  if  a ‘■‘■re- 
spectful” petition  was  presented  to  the  senate,  pray- 
ing them  to  pass  a law,  directing  that,  in  fulure, 
each  one  of  our  twenty-six  sovereign  states  should 
have  on  this  floor  but  one , instead  of  two  senators, 
as  guarantied , ay,  compromised,  by  the  constitution? 
Is  there  a member  here  who  would  not  scout  from 
this  chamber  such  a petition,  as  going  far  beyond 
any  thing  contemplated  by  the  terms  or  spirit  of 
our  association?  The  right  of  petition,  as  secured 
in  the  constitution,  was  intended  to  redress  all  griev- 
ances within  the  pale  of  the  law  and  the  constitu- 
tion, but  not  to  subvert  either. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that  these  petitions  only  relate 
to  the  District  of  Columbia.  Who,  sir,  that  has  at 
all  looked  at  passing  events  can  for  a moment  be- 
lieve this  statement?  Who  can  believe  that  the  hu- 
manity, the  philanthropy,  or  the  patriotism  of  our 

northern  brethren  can  be  eatlofied  by  emancipating 

the  few  slaves  who  inhabit  this  ten  miles  square? — 
No,  sir,  this  nondescript  District  of  Columbia,  be- 
cause of  some  plausible  construction  given  to  cer- 
tain equivocal  expressions  about  the  “ exclusive  ju- 
risdiction of  congress,”  has  been  adroitly  made  the 
nucleus  around  which  the  abolitionists  are  to  rally 
their  forces  for  a concentrated  movement  on  the 
states.  It  is  here,  sir,  in  this  District,  that  they 
wish  to  enter  the  wedge,  with  which  they  would 
rend  asunder  this  great  and  glorious  union. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.  we  have  been  told  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Vermont  that,  on  this  question,  there  is  no 
division  of  sentiment  in  his  state;  that  on  this  only 
question,  all  parties  in  politics,  and  all  sects  in  reli- 
gion, come  together  and  agree.  Sir,  let  me  inform 
that  senator,  and  the  whole  north,  that  the  entire 
country  south  of  the  Potornac,  without  any  regard 
whatever  to  party,  or  any  thing  else,  is  as  firmly 
united  as  can  possibly  be  the  people  of  Vermont, 
and  will  boldly  face  and  defy  the  storm  of  abolition, 
come  when  and  whence  it  may.  Gentlemen  may 
talk  as  they  will  about  the  right  of  petition,  and  ail 


that,  but  the  very  fact  which  the  senator  from  Ver- 
mont has  stated,  pioves  incontrovertibly  to  my 
mind,  that  this  question  is  solely  and  wholly  one  of 
power  and  aggrandizement;  to  which  politics,  reli- 
gion, morality,  and  patriotism  are  all  subservient; 

I repeal,  sir,  that  it  is  a struggle  for  power — 1 can- 
not view  it  otherwise.  I did  not  intend  or  expect 
to  have  said  so  much. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  that  he  entirely  concurred  in 
the  representation  which  his  colleague  had  made 
in  relation  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Ver- 
mont. He  had  no  doubt  that  the  public  mind  had 
become  much  more  agitated,  and  that  the  number 
of  those  disposed  to  lavor  the  views  of  the  peti- 
tioners had  greatly  increased  within  a year  or  two 
past;  and  he  had  as  liltle  doubt  that  the  increased 
excitement  on  the  subject,  and  consequent  acces- 
sion of  strength  to  the  abolitionists,  as  they  were 

1 1 „ J _ U _ 1 _ : , i-  **v  im.ui:clUui  uMv.  tlc^ic.o,  from 

the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  this  and  the 
other  house  in  relation  to  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  to  congress.  How  had  the  petitions 
been  treated  here?  At  one  time  they  were  received, 
and  then  the  prayer  rejected  instanter,  without  a 
hearing,  without  consideration.  This  mere  formal 
reception,  followed  with  an  immediate  and  instan- 
taneous rejection  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  the 
people  of  the  north  had  regarded  as  trifling  with 
their  rights,  as  substantially  a refusal  to  receive  the 
petitions,  and,  consequently,  a denial  of  the  right  to 
petition.  More  recently  the  torm  had  been  chang- 
ed. Now,  a’  motion  to  receive  wrns  necessary, 
which  was  immediately  followed  by  a motion  to 
lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  Now,  said  Mr.  P., 
to  the  plain  common  sense  of  the  people  of  the 
state  he  represented,  this  proceeding  was  nothing- 
more  or  less  than  a refusal  to  receive  the  peti- 
tions. It  w-as  this  infringement  of  a constitu- 
tional right  which  had  done  much  to  agitate 
the  public  mind.  Many  who  had  signed  petitions 
were  influenced  mainly  by  that  consideration. — 
Their  purpose  was  to  assert  and  maintain  the  right 
to  petition,  and  they  would  persist  in  sending  peti- 
tions here  until  that  right  was  fully  recognized,  by 
treating  the  petitions  with  the  same  respect  as  pe- 
titions on  other  subjects  are  treated. 

Mr.  Niles  gave  the  history  of  the  progress  of 
these  petitions  in  the  senate  since  he  became  a 
member.  During  the  first  session  th-y  not 

acted  upon,  and,  as  he  thought,  very  properly,  be- 
cause they  were  then  connected  with  political  con- 
siderations; but  they  were  received  w:ith  respect, 
and  laid  on  the  table.  Since  that  time,  though  the 
objection  to  acting  upon  them  had  been  removed, 
the  pending  question,  on  motion,  whatever  it  might 
be,  was  laid  on  the  table,  without  the  petitions, 
which  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a rejection  ol  the  pe- 
titions. The  excitement,  however,  was  increasing 
very  fast,  and  something,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
done  in  congress  to  allay  it.  He  was  understood  to 
be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay’s  proposition  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Strange  expressed  his  regret  that  this  discus- 
sion had  arisen:  he  regretted,  also,  to  hear  it  assert- 
ed that  the  abolition"  principle  had  extended  itself: 
but  he  thought  that  that  circumstance  was  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  receiving  the  petitions  in  question. 
It  might  be,  as  it  had  been  asserted,  that  those  who 
were  not  fanatics  favored  those  principles,  but  for 
his  part  he  maintained  that  the  whole  of  the  agita- 
tion proceeded  from  the  mere  spirit  of  fanaticism. 
As  to  the  constitutional  right  alleged  to  exist,  it 
had  not  fallen  under  his  observation,  upon  a close 
examination  of  the  constitution.  [Mr.  S.  here 
cited  the  constitutional  provision,  “congress  shall 
pass  no  law,”  &c.] 

This  part  of  the  constitution  (Mr.  S.  maintained) 
was  not  at  all  violated  by  the  dispositions  made  of 
ihoqemetitions.  Congress  was  left  tree  as  to  all  pe- 
titions when  presented.  It  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  exercise  its  discretion  upon  the  merits  of  all  pe- 
titions. It  would  be  merely  farcical  to  receive  the 
petitions,  or  to  inquire  w'hether  their  prayer  should 
be  granted;  for  there  did  not  exist  a single  indivi- 
dual in  congress  who  was  prepared  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  these  petitioners.  No  benefit,  therefore, 
whatever,  could  result;  whereas,  great  evils  would 
flow  from  the  agitation  of  the  question  consequent 
upon  their  reception,  A great  proportion  of  south- 
ern people  are  excited  dangerously  and  fatally; 
thoughts  are  raised  which  otherwise  would  never 
be  entertained  in  the  south.  With  these  views, 
he  should  renew  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Several  senators  intimating  a desire  to  speak,  Mr. 
Strange  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  present.  . 

Mr.  Davis  took  this  occasion  to  repeat  an  obser- 
vation made  by  him  two  years  ago,  viz.  “if  you 
wish  to  make  abolitionists, .then  only  continue  to 
pursue  the  course  you  have  hitherto  pursued.”  No 
course,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  surely  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  excitement  already  existing 
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than  the  rejection  of  these  petitions.  How  the 
practice  of  laying  these  petitions  on  the  table  on 
the  objections  of  any  member,  had  crept  into  the 
senate,  he  (Mr.  D.)  could  not  conceive.  To  him 
it,  however,  was  the  same  thing,  whether  these  pe- 
titions were  laid  on  the  table,  or  whether  they  were 
merely  received,  and  then  rejected:  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamount  to  a total  rejection:  it  was  an  in- 
fraction of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  He  (Mr. 
D.)  did  not  doubt  that  this  attack  on  the  right  of 
petition  had  multiplied  greatly  the  number  of  pe- 
titioners. To  call  them  all  fanatics  was  most  un- 
just; they  were  irritated  on  to  petition  by  the  vio- 
lation of  their  rights  of  petitioning.  Before  war 
was  made  by  congress  on  the  right  of  petitioning, 
this  excitement  was  not  in  existence;  it  had  been 
raised  and  created  by  the  opposition,  by  the  resist- 
ance, and  by  the  particular  and  invidious  discrimi- 
nation made  with  respect  to  these  petitions.  So 
long  as  1 petitioners  were  treated  respectfully,  no 
excitement  hart  prevailed. 

course,  said  Mr.  D.,  treat  the  petitioners  as  other 
petitioners,  receive  their  petitions,  and  the  excite- 
ment will  be  allayed. 

As  to  the  merits  of  this  matter,  no  doubt  southern 
gentlemen  have  come  to  their  conclusions  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  wme  here  in  a manner 
satisfactory  to  themselves;  but  if  this  be  tiue,  he 
would  ask,  would  it  not  be  most  expedient  to  meet 
them  in  limine,  at  once,  and  say  that  they  have  no 
right,  or  else  to  give  their  prayer  due  consideration, 
and  give  at  least  some  reasons,  if  there  exist  any, 
against  the  right  which  they  claim?  They  believe 
that  congress  ha?  the  power  and  control  over  this 
subject  in  this  District;  and,  if  it  be  so,  where  is 
the  impropriety  in  their  coining  here?  Be  their 
opinion  right  or  wrong,  it  is  their  opinion  and  belief 
that  congress  has  the  right  and  the  power  and  the 
duty  of  controlling  this  matter  in  this  District. 

Their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  and  just; 
it  is  two-fold,  1st,  abolish  slavery  in  this  District, 
or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  laws  to  regulate  in  a better 
manner  the  slave  trade  in  this  District.  They  dis- 
avow the  intention  of  interfering  with  slavery  ii. 
any  of  the  states.  Such  a principle  is  deliberately 
avowed  in  the  resolutions  of  most,  if  not  all,  the 
abolition  societies  in  the  north.  They  have  no 
purpose  of  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  south. 
The  documents  they  have  published  to  the  world 
prove  this.  If  their  proceedings  agitate  the  minds 
oi  soiuneru  gcntlomon,  that,  is  their  own  fault;  it  is 
because  they  choose  rather  to  interlere  with  ine 
abolition  societies,  and  not  that  the  abolition  socie- 
ties interfere  with  them.  But  let  ns  grant  even 
that  the  constitution  is  totally  silent  as  to  the  right 
of  petition,  yet  who  is  there  can  doubt  the  right? 
It  is  a solecism  in  terms;  it  would  be  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  petitioners  have  not  a right  to 
come  before  the  government  and  demand  then- 
rights.  Government  is  the  servant  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  its  business  to  attend  to  the  prayers  and 
demands  of  the  people,  its  masters. 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  justify  the  rejection 
of  the  right  of  petitioning.  If  men  petition  for 
only  one  senatoi,  as  the  senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Roane)  has  supposed  a case,  why,  let  them 
do  so.  The  right  is  not  to  be  put  down  on  suppos- 
ed cases  of  abusing  it.  The  member  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  says,  will  you  deliberate 
where  your  mind  is  made  up?  He  (Mr.  Davis) 
would  immediately  answer  “yes!”  It  is  due  to  the 
country  to  meet  this  subject  with  deliberation,  and 
to  send  forth  the  reasons  of  our  rejection  of  the 
prayer  of  two  thirds  of  the  population.  But  how 
can  you  do  this,  if  you  refuse  to  deliberate  at  all 
upon  the  subject?  The  course  congress  had  hither- 
to pursued  had  created  alarm  and  augmented  ex- 
Cilcment. 

Mr.  King,  in  reply,  observed  that,  on  a former 
occasion,  he  had  been  in  favor  ol  receiving  these 
petitions;  he  would  now  state  his  reasons  lor  .inch 
a course.  He  considered  them  as  coming  from  a 
set  ol  miserable  fanatics,  operating  on  the  weak 
minds  of  weak  women  in  the  north;  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  assist  such  a miserable  spt  to  extend 
their  operations  by  giving  them  so  much  impor- 
tance as  rejecting  their  petitions.  Their  petitions 
were  consequently  received,  were  referred,  and 
they  slumbered  in  the  committee  rooms,  and  were 
never  more  heard  of.  But  now  he  (Mr.  K.)  was 
sorry  to  find  gentlemen  coming  forward  and  telling 
congress  that  these  petitions,  tending  to  the  disso- 
lution of  the  union,  ought  to  be  received  by  the 
senate.  What  advantage  could  arise  from  sending 
the  petitions  to  a committee,  with  an  understanding 
never  to  act  upon  them?  As  long  as  this  matter 
was  confined  to  a few  deluded  fanatics,  all  was 
well.  But  now  the  politicians  have  taken  hold  of 
it,  those  who  look  to  high  offices  now  take  up  this 
question  as  a stepping-stone  to  their  ambition. 

As  to  the  assertion  that  the  course  adopted  by 


congress  in  rejecting  these  petitions  had  increased 
the  excitement,  it  appeared  not  so  to  him,  (Mr.  K.;) 
on  the  contrary,  the  petitions  then  were  tenfold 
more  than  they  are  now.  While  politicians  are 
fomenting  agitation  on  this  exciting  subject,  still 
the  people — the  working  men — are  opposed  in  toto 
to  the  schemes  of  the  fanatics. 

But  if  the  north  will  persevere,  then  we  will  se- 
parate from  them.  Let  them  but  commence  here, 
and  begin  in  this  District,  then  are  the  foundations 
laid  of  the  destruction  of  the  union.  Mr.  IC.  did 
not  wish  to  excite  angry  feelings,  but  he  much  re- 
gretted the  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
had  opposed  the  laying  on  the  table.  He  had  hoped 
that  the  question  was  here  at  least  forever  settled, 
that  no  more  would  have  been  heard  of  it;  and 
now  he  depply  regretted  that  this  discussion  had 
been  carried  so  far. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  explanation, said  he  would  not  suf- 
fer himself  to  be  excited  by  any  observations  made 

.ntroriM  tn  himself.  He  ffave  wa>  to  no  one  in 
a desire  of  maintaining  harmony;  and  his  remaii„ 
were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in  the  view  of 
creating  discord  He  wished  the  member  from 
Alabama  (Mr.  King)  W’as  better  informed  of  the 
great  respectability  of  the  petitioners;  if  he  (Mr. 
K.)  could  but  know  the  real  state  of  things  in  the 
north,  he  would  not  speak  so  contemptuously  of 
the  petitioners.  As  to  politicians,  Mr.  D.  main- 
tained that  until  the  question  came  on  here,  no  poli- 
tics w-ere  mixed  up  with  the  subject  in  any  way 
whatever.  It  was  a question  of  conscience,  of 
morals,  of  propriety;  men  of  all  parties  concurred 
in  these  petitions;  there  was  no  intermixture  of  in- 
terested politicians, as  the  gentlemen  had  presumed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  remarked  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  had  ever  originated  in  that 
part  of  New  Hampshire  where  he  resided.  He 
was  certain  that  since  he  had  been  a member  of 
the  senate  he  had  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  senate  any  such  memorial.  And,  since  he 
had  been  a member  of  congress,  very  few  petitions 
in  relation  to  this  subject  had  been  forwarded  to 
him  from  any  section  of  the  state  he  had  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent.  If  such  memorials  had  come 
hitiier  from  New  Hampshire,  they  must  have  been 
committed  to  the  care  of  others.  He  wrns  assured 
that  the  prevailing  sentiment  with  the  people  of 
his  own  state  was,  to  let  this  whole  matter  alone; 
that  it  was  a subject  with  which  they  had  no  concern; 
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citizens,  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others; 
that  they  regarded  the  question  of  slavery  as  a sec 
tional,  a local  question ; and  however"  much  they 
might  regret  its  existence  in  any  \ orlion  of  this 
union,  yet  they  well  knew  that  its  existence  was 
sanctioned  by  the  constitution  of  the  land;  and 
with  the  continuation  of  its  existence  in  those  parts 
of  the  confederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  propriety,  make  any  interference,  unsoli- 
cited and  unasked  by  those  whose  interests  were 
affected  by  it.  These  were  the  sentiments  of  his 
own  state;  they  certainly  were,  to  a great  extent, 
the  opinions  of  the  people  of  New  Hampshire. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  this  was  an  exciting 
subject;  a subject  which  addressed  itself  to  the 
passions,  the  prejudices,  the  feelings  of  the  commu- 
nity, and,  he  was  sorry  to  add,  it  was  assuming,  as 
far  as  he  understood  its  course,  a political  charac 
ter,  he  would  not  say  exclusively  so,  but  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  a great  proportion,  a decided  ma- 
jority, of  those  who  professed  to  be  abolitionists 
were  among  the  opponents  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration. This,  most  assuredly,  was  the  fact  within 
the  limits  of  his  own  state.  He  had  said,  with 
much  truth,  that  this  was  an  exciting  subject,  and 
nothing  could  tend  more  effectually  to  keep  alive 
the  excitement  than  this  and  similar  discussions  in 
either  house  of  congress.  The  public  mind  should 
be  unagitated,  undisturbed,  by  any  debate  on  this 
Subject  within  thia  hall.  If  the  senate  should  pur- 
sue steadily  such  a course,  in  his  judgment  quiet 
and  tranquillity  would  inevitably  be  the  result. 
The  senators  from  Vermont  and  Massachusetts 
have  both  said  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  se- 
nate for  the  last  two  years  with  reference  to  these 
memorials  had  tended  greatly  to  augment  the  num- 
ber and  the  zeal  of  the  abolitionists.  It  may  be  so. 
He  was  not  aware,  however,  of  any  increased  en- 
gagedness upon  this  subject  within  the  limits  of 
his  own  state.  He  could  not  say  to  what  extent 
the  excitement  existed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Connecticut,  within  the  limits  of  Vermont,  and  he 
was  equally  ignorant  as  to  the  true  state  of  aboli- 
tionism within  -the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. For  himself,  he  felt  a pride  and  a pleasure 
iu  repealing  that  the  feeling  of  New  Hampshire 
was  to  let  this  subject  alone.  He  had.  on  a former 
occasion,  very  fully  expressed  his  views  in  relation 
to  this  matter.  That  occasion  must  be  fresh  in  the 


recollection  of  (he  senate.  It  was  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  a certain  memorial  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  subject  was 
long  before  the  senate;  it  was  much  debated;  one 
of  the  questions  involved  in  that  debate  was  the 
right  ol  the  people  to  petition  congress  for  the  re- 
dress of  grievances,  and  the  duty  of  congress  to 
receive  and  dispose  of  their  memorials.  Another 
question  involved  in  that  debate  was,  what  ought 
to  be  done  with  memorials  and  petitions  lor  the 
abolition  of  slavery?  How  should  these  be  dis- 
posed of?  These  questions  were  fully  discussed 
and  debated  by  many  of  the  members  of  the  senate. 

He  then  advocated  the  right  of  petition.  He 
then  maintained  that  the  right  was  sacred  and  ab- 
solute in  the  constituent — that  the  very  constitu- 
tion of  our  free  and  representative  government 
presupposed  the  existence  of  such  a right  in  the 
people.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  congress  to  re- 
epi ve  all  nroner  memorials  and  petitions  presented 
in  respectful  language.  And  he  also,  on  that  occa- 
sion, contended  t hat  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust 
to  interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  this 
District,  unasked  and  unsolicited  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  District.  Since  that  time,  the  legislature  of 
his  native  state  had  had  the  subject  of  slavery 
generally,  and  particularly  slavery  as  it  exists  in 
this  District,  under  their  consideration.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  a select  committee,  and  that  committee  had 
made  a full  report,  and  had  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  certain  resolutions.  The  report  and  the 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire 
were  before  him,  and  he  was  happy  in  adding  that 
they  fully  sustained  him  in  the  course  he  had  pre- 
viously pursued.  Before  he  adverted  to  those  reso- 
lutions, he  would  say  a word  or  two  upon  the  sub- 
ject now  immediately  claiming  the  consideration  of 
the  senate.  The  question  proposed  now'  does  not, 
as  he  regarded  it,  at  all  interfere  with  the  right  of 
petition.  It  does  not  deny  that  right;  and,  so  far 
from  taking  any  such  course,  the  senate  had,  on 
another  occasion,  by  its  express  vote,  asserted  that 
right.  The  senator  from  Kentucky  himself  advo- 
cated the  propriety  of  receiving  this  particular  pe- 
tition for  the  avowed  purpose  of  reference;  for  the 
express  object  of  drawing  from  the  committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  an  argument  against  the 
prayer  of  the  memorialists.  He  has  not  said  that  a 
vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  senator  irom 
Tennessee  would  in  effect  take  from  the  memorial- 
ists the  right  ot  petition.  But  hiu  ■wish  seemed  to 
he  to  get  a report,  an  argument  against  the  object 
of  this  memorial.  When  the  petition  presented  by 
the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  under  conside- 
ration, it  w'as  ordered  to  be  received  by  the  vote  of 
the  senate,  and  the  prayer  of  the  same  memorial 
was,  on  the  motion  of  the  same  senator,  rejected 
by  a vote  of  34  to  6.  The  senate  received  the 
memorial,  it  is  trup,  and  instantly  voted  to  reject  it. 
His  friend  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Niles)  voted 
with  him  on  that  occasion,  and  he  was  well  satis- 
fied that  that  gentleman  was  as  much  opposed  to 
the  prayer  of  these  memorialists  as  any  member  of 
this  senate. 

He  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  views  of  that 
senator.  He  voted  to  receive  the  petilion,  and  he 
also  voted  at  the  same  time  to  reject  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  For  the  last  twenty  years,  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  the  course  pursued  has  been  a 
very  decided  indication  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  this  District,  as  petitioned  for  by  this  class  of  me- 
morialists, ought  not  to  receive  favorable  consider- 
ation. Ir.  both  houses  these  petitions  had  been 
committed  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. They  had  quietly  remained  with  that 
committee  till  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when 
the  committee  had  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration.  These  memorials  had 
in  many  instances  been  received  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  In  only  one  instance,  according  to 
his  recollection,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  had 
these  memoiials  elicited  from  either  house  of  con- 
gress a special  report.  And  that  able  report  had 
been  sent  forth  to  the  American  people  very  re- 
cently. But  it  had  produced  no  effect  upon  the 
abolitionists.  Within  the  last  two  sessions,  the 
course  of  the  senate  has  uniformly  been,  on  the 
presentations  of  these  memorials,  to  cheek  discus- 
sion upon  them  at  once.  A motion  has  been  made, 
or  what  was  equivalent  thereto,  that  the  memorials 
be  not  received,  and  instantly  some  senator  moves 
to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  The  effect  of  this 
proceeding  is  to  cut  olf  debate,  and  that  is  the 
whole  effect  of  it.  If  the  motion  be  adopted,  the 
memorial  is  necessarily  received,  and  goes  upon 
the  files  of  the  seriate. 

The  senator  from  Connecticut  objects  to  this 
course  hecause  he  says  it  impairs  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. He  says  he  would  receive  and  then  vote  to 
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lay  them  on  the  table,  as  he  would  receive  and  vote 
as  he  has  heretofore  done  to  reject  the  prayer.  The 
course  now  proposed  was  in  his  judgment  no  de- 
nial of  the  right  of  petition,  nor  was  it  any  infringe- 
ment of  that  right.  It  was  merely  saying  what  the 
senate  had  repeatedly  said,  and  what  the  other 
house  of  congress  had  repeatedly  said,  that  this 
subject,  presented  to  their  consideration  as  it  was, 
ought  not  to  receive  the  favorable  action  of  the 
senate.  It  was  merely  saying  at  this  time,  under 
existing  circumstances,  the  senate  deem  it  inexpedi- 
ent to  act  upon  these  memorials.  This  is  all  that 
can  fairly  be  inferred  from  the  vote  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion of  reception  on  the  table.  And  in  his  judg- 
ment it  was  no  more  disrespectful  to  the  memorial- 
ists than  the  course  which  was  formerly  adopted, 
viz.  to  receive  and  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  receive 
and  reject  the  prayer;  and  from  the  view  which  he 
had  taken  upon  this  subject,  he  was  unable  to  see 
the  force  of  the  objections  urged  by  his  friend  from 
Connecticut.  The  adoption  of  the  motion  pro- 

Eosed  by  the  senator  from  Tennessee,  cannot,  in 
is  view,  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  a vote 
against  the  reception  of  the  memorial.  As  he  had 
observed,  if  the  proposed  motion  is  adopted,  the 
memorial  is  received  and  placed  on  the  files  of  the 
senate.  The  whole  effect  of  this  motion  is,  then, 
to  preclude  debate;  that  the  senate  deem  it  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  legislate  on  this  subject;  to  lay 
the  whole  matter  upon  the  table,  to  do  precisely  in 
effect  what  the  senate  has  invariably  done  with  this 
class  of  memorials — to  refuse  to  comply  with  or  to 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  memorialists.  He  would 
now,  in  conclusion,  ask  leave  to  read  the  following 
resolutions  which  were  adopted  by  the  legislature 
of  his  own  state  at  their  session  in  January,  1837: 
“Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives in  general  court  convened,  That  we  recognize  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  several  states  of  the  union  to 
exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  their  own  limits, 
on  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  congress  cannot,  without 
a violation  of  public  faith,  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unless  upon  the  request  of  the  citizens  of 
that  District,  and  of  the  states  by  whom  that  territory 
was  ceded  to  the  general  government. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  as  the  union  of  the  states 
can  only  be  maintained  by  abstaining  from  all  interfe- 
rence with  the  laws,  domestic  policy,  and  peculiar  in- 
terests of  every  other  state,  the  conduct  of  those  who 
would  coerce  our  fellow-citizens  in  other  states  into 
abolition  of  slavery,  by  inflammatory  appeals  address- 
ed to  the  fears  of  the  masters  and  the  passions  of  thp 
slaves,  is  in  the  highest  degree  censurable,  as  tending 
to  alienate  one  portion  of  our  countrymen  from  another, 
and  to  introduce  discord  into  our  sister  states,  and  as  a 
violation  of  that  spirit  of  compromise  in  which  the  con- 
stitution was  framed,  and  a due  observance  of  which  is 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  union.” 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  with  great  una- 
nimity, and  the  second  by  a vote  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  to  twenty-one.  And  he  verily  believed 
that  the  result  of  the  vote  upon  those  resolutions 
was  a fair  index  of  popular  opinion  in  that  state  as 
to  the  power  of  congress  over  the  subject  of  slavery 
generally,  and  particularly  upon  the  subject  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia.  According  to 
the  sentiment  of  New  Hampshire,  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  public  faith  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  unless  upon  the  request  of 
the  citizens  of  this  District,  and  of  the  states  by 
whom  this  District  was  ceded  to  the  general  go- 
vernment. He  fully  concurred  in  this  opinion, 
and  until  there  shall  be  such  a request  from  this 
District,  and  from  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland, communicated  to  congress,  any  action  upon 
the  subject  of  abolishing  slavery  in  this  district 
would  be  founded  in  manifest  injustice. 

Mr.  Niles,  in  explanation  of  his  former  remarks, 
said  he  did  not  approve  of  crooked  courses.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Hubbard) 
says  that  the  petition  is  before  us  if  we  lay  it  on 
the  table,  and  that  so  far  it  is  received;  and  yet  he 
says  that,  by  laying  it  on  the  table,  the  petition  is 
rejected.  He  (Mr.  N.)  could  not  reconcile  this 
contradiction.  He  wished  the  petition  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  he  would  like  to  have  a good  and  whole- 
some report  from  the  committee  of  the  senate  made 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  to  the  argument  that  receiving 
the  petition,  and  having  a report  made,  would  quiet 
the  excitement.  Not  so;  this  had  been  already 
done  two  years  ago.  Then  in  the  other  house  a se- 
lect committee,  composed  chiefly  of  northern  men, 
had  presented  an  elaborate  report,  and  this  had  been 
so  far  from  allaying  the  excitement,  that  now  gen- 
tlemen come  forward  and  tell  us  that  the  excite- 
ment is  increased;  therefore  it  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory  to  go  round  the  same  circle  again.  To 
him  (Mr.  R.)  it  appeared  that  the  most  pacificator 
course  to  be  pursued  was  to  act  as  hitherto,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  receive  upon  the  table.  This 
course  he  had  recommended  on  a former  occasion, 


and  he  still  adhered  to  that  opinion.  Mr.  R.  re- 
pelled the  idea  that  this  course  involved  a violation 
of  the  right  of  petitioning.  Itappearedto  himthat 
the  petitioners  would  never  be  satisfied  until  they 
got  a report  in  their  favor;  he  should  therefore  move 
again  to  lay  on  the  table,  in  hopes  of  silencing  for- 
ever this  ceaseless  clamor. 

Mr.  Preston  wished  to  say  a single  word.  Once, 
perhaps,  there  was  a time  when  these  petitions 
might  have  been  received;  now,  however,  he 
thought  the  time  had  passed  by;  it  was  no  longer 
safe  to  receive  them.  It  is  stated  that  the  excite- 
ment has  increased.  Though  the  doors  of  congress 
had  been  thrown  open,  and  they  had  been  heard, 
yet  the  fire  is  spread  wider,  and  is  spreading  wider 
and  wider.  Why  so?  It  is  said  because  the  right  of 
petitioning  is  violated;  were  it  not  for  this,  we  are 
told  that  the  excitement  would  have  died  away. — 
But  this  assertion  is  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
right  of  petition  was  given  and  secured  to  the  pe- 
titioners. We,  the  south,  said  at  the  time  that  tne 
concession  would  lead  to  more  concessions,  and  so 
it  has  proved;  the  fire  is  not  put  out,  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  far  as  we  could  go, 
for  the  sake  of  peace;  we  gave  an  amnesty,  we  re- 
ceived their  petitions,  and  they  are  not  satisfied. — 
Now  we  say  “ nulla  vestigia  retrorsum,”  we  must 
now  go  a step  further,  instead  of  going  backward, 
and  do  now,  as  ought  to  have  been  done  then, 
namely,  shut  altogether  the  doors  of  congress 
against  them.  Has  the  south  no  sensibilities  and 
prejudices  to  be  considered?  Has  the  north  only 
prejudices,  and  feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  ta- 
ken into  consideration,  and  have  we  none?  If  you 
consider  their  views,  will  you  not  rouse  us?  Will 
you  not  interfere  with  them,  for  fear  of  irritating 
them;  and  shall  no  such  regard  be  paid  to  us? 

But  the  period  for  argument  with  these  people  is 
past.  They  demand  you  to  adopt  their  principles 
and  po.licy.  The  discussion  of  these  matters  was 
not  agreeable  to  him,  (Mr.  P.)  He  thought  that 
if  congress  does  not  protect  the  south,  it  will  be 
obliged  to  protect  itself.  What  the  south  wants  is 
peace;  let  not  this  question  be  let  in  to  light  up  the 
torch  of  discord.  Mr.  P.  said  he  should  not  resort 
to  discussion,  but  to  measures,  to  acts,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  south.  The  south  must  be  protected, 
and  he  was  disposed  to  do  it  quietly  if  possible;  but, 
if  not,  he  would  say,  with  great  empasb,  “we  will 
protect  ourselves.” 

Mr.  Cuthbert  said,  as  the  subject  had  been  ennsi- 
uerauiy  uiscussea,  ne  should  confine  himself  to  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  several  senators;  and 
he  would  confidently  ask,  whether  in  the  history 
of  great  affairs,  involving  the  fate  or  the  welfare  of 
nations,  it  had  not  been  found  as  highly,  nay,  much 
more  important,  to  adhere  to  one  course,  than  to 
change  it  even  for  a better.  Mr.  C.  thought  it  pe- 
culiarly so  on  this  subject.  The  senate  had  been 
calmed  in  this  case, by  the  uniformity  of  their  course, 
whether  it  was  the  best  or  not.  It  was  no  forced 
conclusion,  but  the  dictate  of  common  sense,  that 
perseverance  in  the  same  course  would  quiet  the 
country. 

But  there  was  another  point,  on  which  Mr.  C. 
would  touch  with  perfect  calmness.  Mr.  C.  would 
not  now  speak  of  his  regard  to  the  union;  the  at- 
tachment of  gentlemen  to  the  union  had  been  fully 
illustrated.  But  what  were  they  now  told?  That 
a certain  mode  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the 
south  would  overturn  those  rights;  that  a mere  error, 
in  point  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  right  of  the 
south.  Was  this  language  to  be  held,  that  southern 
rights  rested  on  so  frail  a basis  that  the  slightest 
error  would  overturn  them?  For  the  union  Mr.  C. 
was  not  so  much  alarmed  as  others;  there  was  a dis- 
ease in  the  body  politic,  which  would  have  its 
course;  but  the  virus  would  work  out  in  time.  This 
disease  had  been  imported  from  Europe,  and  espe- 
cially from  England.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  astonish- 
ed at  the  remarks  of  a gentleman  of  so  sound  sense 
and  extensive  information  as  the  senator  from  Mass. 
(Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  Pierce  concurred  fully  with  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  in  the  opinion  that 
no  valuable  end  was  to  be  obtained  by  discussion 
here  upon  this  deeply  agitating  subject,  and  he  did 
not  rise  to  participate  in  the  debate  which  had 
sprung  up,  as  he  believed,  most  unexpectedly  to 
every  member  of  the  senate.  He  rose  merely  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  question 
of  the  reception  on  the  table  might  not  be  renewed. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  reception,  and  that  question 
he  desired  to  meet  distinctly,  and  unembarrassed  by 
any  other  motion. 

When  petitions  of  this  character  should  be  receiv- 
ed, he  would  be  prepared  to  act  upon  them  without 
delay:  to  reject  the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  to  lay 
them  upon  the  table,  or  give  them  any  other  direc- 
tion that  might  be  thought  best  calculated  to  silence 
the  agitators,  and  tranquillize  the  public  mind.  As 


a member  of  the  select  committee  of  the  other  house, 
of  which  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  was 
chairman,  he  had  fully  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
of  the  report  presented  by  that  gentleman  at  the 
first  session  of  the  twenty-fourth  congress;  and  fur- 
ther examination  and  reflection  had  only  served  to 
confirm  him  in  the  opinions  which  he  at  that  time 
entertained;  but  mad  and  fanatical  as  he  regarded 
the  schemes  of  the  abolitionists,  and  deeply  as  he 
deplored  the  consequences  of  their  course  upon  all 
sections  of  the  union,  he  would  give  no  vote  that 
might  be  construed  into  a denial  of  the  right  of  pe- 
tition, and  thus  enable  them  to  change  their  posi- 
tion, and  make  up  a false  issue  before  the  country. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  concur  with,  the  senator 
from  Georgia,  if  the  senate,  by  persisting  in  their 
past  course,  could  produce  the  same  calmness  in 
the  country  which  it  had  done  among  themselves. 
But  it  was  much  more  important  that  the  country 
should  be  quiet  than  the  senate.  Mr.  C.  had  ask- 
ed wneiuertne  excitement  had  been  increased,  and 
by  what  causes;  with  the  view  to  ascertain  if  any 
thing  could  be  done  by  the  senate  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement, and  render  the  people  quiet  and  happy. 
The  reply  was  that  the  excitement  was  extending, 
and  chiefly  by  the  impression  that  the  great  repub- 
lican right  of  petition  had  been  assailed,  which 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with  those 
with  whom  they  really  had  no  sympathy.  Mr.  C. 
preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  petitioners  should 
be  separated,  to  deprive  the  abolitionists  of  the  ad- 
vantange  of  mixing  their  peculiar  objects  with  other 
matters.  . 

The  petitions,  Mr.  C.  said,  were  first  to  be  re- 
ceived; but  was  this  all?  Was  not  this  understood 
to  imply  deliberation  on  the  question?  The  cold, 
simple  act  of  reception,  followed  by  an  instant  re- 
jection, amounted  to  not  receiving,  and  must  give 
color  to  the  charge  that  it  is  a substantial  denial  of 
the  right  of  petition.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was 
not  a case  for  argument.  Not  a case  for  argument! 
What  was  it  that  lay  at  the  very  bottom  of  all  our 
free  institutions?  Argument,  inquiry,  reasoning, 
consideration,  deliberation.  We  were  a reasoning 
people,  and  it  was  our'greatest  boast  that  we  possess- 
ed reasoning  powers  capable  of  comprehending  the 
various  subjects  relating  to  a free  government.  Mr. 
C.  thought  the  best  course  was  to  receive  these  pe- 
titions, and  refer  them  to  the  committee  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  acton  them  as  they  pleased;  and  if  the  coun- 
try should  not  then  bo  quiet,  let  them  make  a re- 
port, embodying  with  the  arguments  the  various 
facts  relating  to  the  subject,  several  of  which  Mr. 
C.  enumerated.  The  consequence  of  this  would 
be,  that  those  who  were  described  as  fanatics  would 
be  separated  from  those  who  believed  that  the  right 
of  petition  had  been  assailed.  The  senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  had  stated  that  this  course 
had  been  taken  in  the  other  house.  But  let  it  be 
taken  by  both  houses  of  congress. 

Mr.  Grundy  expressed  his  regret  at  the  views  of 
the  senator  from  Kentucky.  For  two  years  past 
the  senate  had  pursued  the  course  of  laying  the 
questions  relating  to  these  petitions  on  the  table. — 
During  that  time  there  had  been  little  or  no  discus- 
sion in  that  body;  and  it  was  the  discussion  in  con- 
gress that  was  doing  more  mischief  on  the  subject 
than  any  thing  else.  If  the  coming  in  of  the  peti- 
tions was  to  be  prevented,  how  could  it  be  done? 
By  preserving  silence  upon  them.  Every  time  the 
petitioners  observed  discussion  in  congress,  they 
were  encouraged  to  proceed;  but  if  the  senate  per- 
sisted in  the  course  to  which  they  had  some  time 
adhered,  their  hopes  would  be  cut  off.  But  if  this 
course  were  now  abandoned,  they  would  say  that 
the  senate  had  been  driven  to  change  their  ground, 
and  they  would  consider  it  as  a gain  on  their  part. 
And  could  an  abler  report  be  made  on  the  subject 
by  any  committee  than  that  by  the  select  commit- 
tee of  which  Mr.  Pinckney  was  chairman?  . And 
had  that  produced  any  effect?  Gentlemen  said  no; 
the  excitement  was  increasing.  And  could  the 
senate  produce  any  effect  by  a report?  No;  it  would 
give  the  petitioners  hope’  that  they  would  finally 
prevail.  Mr.  G.  would  vote  to  receive  the  petitions, 
because  he  questioned  whether  a contrary  vote 
might  not  abridge  the  right  of  petition.  But  he 
hoped  that  for  the  sake  of  teaching  these  people  that 
this  subject  must  not  be  interferred  with,  they  would 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  believed  that  the  course  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Clay  was  calculated  the  most  of  all 
to  produce  an  excitement.  If  a single  step  was 
yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  be  reanimated 
with  new  excitement;  and  those,  therefore,  who  so 
yielded,  incurred  a fearful  responsibility.  Mr.  C. 
despaired,  as  far  as  the  northern  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  concerned  on  the  question  of  abolition.  It 
w'as  interwoven  with  the  political  condition  of  the 
north,  in  the  nature  and  state  of  parties;  and  it  would 
run,  and  must  run,  in  that  Jchannel,  and  develope 
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itself  in  the  arduous  struggle  of  the  non-slavehold- 
ing states  for  political  ascendency.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  prevent  its  having  a control  over  the  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  north.  Tn  1823  or  ’24,  Mr.  C.  had 
suggested  to  a senator,  not  now  present,  that  the 
scope  of  these  abolition  movements  was  to  give  the 
entire  power  over  slavery  to  the  government.  He, 
on  the  contrary,  denied  that  the  north  were  actuat- 
ed by  any  sucli  spirit.  But  Mr.  C.  knew  the  north; 
he  had  resided  there  five  years.  The  great  mass  of 
northern  people  believed  that  this  southern  institu- 
tion was  radically  wrong.  The  result  would  be 
this:  that  abolition  efforts  would  begin  with  the  low- 
est grades  of  society,  and  by  gross  misrepresenta- 
tions; but  it  would  go  upward  and  spread;  and  Mr. 
C.  told  that  senator  that  it  would  drive  men  like  him 
out  of  the  councils  of  the  country. 

The  dcnatui  f» om  ivwuiudijr  k c\ d inQisif'pci  tha.^,  re- 
ceiving  petitions  implied  considering,  discussing, 
deciding  upon  them.  But  in  what  situation  would 
all  this  put  the  southern  states?  It  would  convert 
the  halls  of  congress  into  places  for  the  discussion 
of  abolition.  Mr.  C.  did  not  ask  how  the  north 
would  be  effected;  his  object  was  to  keep  the  south 
united  on  this  subject,  with  a susceptibility  always 
alive.  They  must  first  preserve  themselves,  for 
this  was  a question  involving  the  very  existence  of 
the  whole  race  of  the  south.  Their  next  object  was 
to  preserve  the  union;  and  there  was  no  other 
course  for  them  to  do  this  but  by  a united  and  firm 
resistance  to  the  encroachments;  and  the  earlier  the 
better.  For  the  country  was  sounder  to-day  than 
it  would  be  to-morrow,  and  delay  would  leave  it  to 
proceed  from  worse  to  worse. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  these  sentiments  on  no  section- 
al ground;  he  would  prevent,  by  what  he  had  sug- 
gested, the  destruction  of  the  union.  The  measure 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  he  thought,  would  fail  of  its 
object,  and  he  considered  the  reverse  mode  the  best, 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  looked  to  the  whole  union,  and 
not  to  any  one  part  or  section  more  than  another. — 
But  he  had  no  such  despondencies  as  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  as  to  the  effects  of  the  slave 
or  any  other  conceivable  question  in  the  union. — 
He  had  no  fears  for  the  union;  but  he  had  a desire 
to  tranquallize  every  part,  and  give  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  to  an}' portion.  The  question  was  not 
the  same  as  to  slavery  in  the  District  and  slavery 
in  the  states.  But  what  question  was  that  in  hu- 
mah  affairs,  so  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  could  not 
be  approached  by  argument  and  reason?  This 
country  would,  in  every  emergency  appeal  to  its  en- 
lightened judgment,  and  its  spirit  of  union  and  har- 
mony, and  the  appeal  would  not  be  unsuccessful. 
Mr.  C.  remembered  that,  when  the  public  mind 
was  sick  with  discussions  on  the  late  war,  he  had 
said  to  an  illustrious  man,  now  no  more,  we  must 
stop  this  everlasting  discussion,  this  endless  diplo- 
macy; let  us  go  to  work,  and  appeal  to  the  valor  of 
our  countrymen  to  sustain  us;  no  other  alternative 
is  left  us.  But  he  replied,  in  his  calm  and  dignifi- 
ed way— Mr  Clay,  recollect  our  institutions  rest 
on  public  opinion,  on  reasoning  and  argument. 

Mr.  Clay  had  no  fear  for  the  union;  and  if  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  would  propose  a joint 
resolution  of  the  two  houses,  that  the  man  who  ex- 
pressed a doubt  in  regard  to  its  stability  should  be 
immediately  called  to  order  and  stopped,  it  would 
obtain  Mr.  C.’s  hearty  concurrence.  The  union 
would  last,  he  hoped,  forever.  Mr.  C.’s  object  was 
merely  to  preserve  the  union  in  its  true  spirit,  and 
separate  fanaticism  from  those  who  w'ere  capable  of 
listening  to  reason.  There  would  be  no  loss  of 
ground  by  arguing;  and  that  cause  was  a bad  one 
which  no^  a^mit  of  reasoning  upon  it. 

±Sut  "was  another  recommendation  to  the 

course  which  Mr.  C.  proposed;  it  would  satisfy 
their  own  consciences.  J 

Let  us  show  our  reasons,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  and  then, 
if  we  fail,  we  shall  at  least  have  acquitted  ourselves 
of  our  duty.  The  best  course  was  that  pursued  by 
the  government  down  to  two  years  ago,  in  which 
these  petitions  were  often  sent  to  the  District  com- 
mittee, and  there  allowed  to  sleep;  or,  as  was  some- 
times done,  followed  by  reports.  Let  such  reports 
now  go  to  the  north;  Mr.  C.  knew  sentiments  in 
favor  of  the  union  were  not  less  ardently  felt  there 
than  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  there  were  cases  in  which  rea- 
soning and  argument  were  both  absurd  and  coward- 
ly. If  a man  should  call  him  a rogue,  should  he 
stop  to  argue  the  point?  There  were  things  which 
were  to  be  met  not  with  reasoning,  but  with  instant 
indignation.  Suppose  a petition  were  sent  here  to 
burn  the  manufactories  of  the  north,  would  the  sen- 
ator stop  to  reason  about  such  a petition?  Or  that 
the  property  of  the  rich  should  be  given  to  the  poor; 
would  he  reason  about  that? 

The  petitions  proposed  abolition  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  but  on  what  ground?  That  congress 
were  bound  to  entertain  discussion  on  the  subject. 


and  to  decide  one  way  or  the  other.  But  if  they 
were  bound  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the  District,  Mr. 
C.  would  ask  the  senator  if  the  same  rule  would 
not  hold  in  reference  to  the  states.  Were  they 
bound  to  receive  petitions  for  abolition  in  the  states? 
[Mr.  C.  waited  for  a reply.]  If  not,  he  resumed, 
then  the  right  did  not  exist  at  all.  The  universal 
sentiment  with  the  abolitionists  was,  that  abolition 
in  the  District  wa3  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the 
states.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  step  wouid  be  in  the  District;  the  next  would 
be  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the  states,  making 
the  slaves  serfs  to  the  soil;  and  then  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  states. 
What,  then,  would  be  the  situation  of  the  south? 
Congress  would  then  discuss  their  right  to  proper- 
ty guarantied  to  them  by  the  constitution;  and  the 
southern  man  who  would  permit  it  thus  to  be 
drawn  into  aiscussion,  sacrinct  a nf 

south.  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  the  union  as  much 
as  others;  but  unlike  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
he  was  not  in  favor  of  silence  when  he  saw  danger 
approaching.  To  discern  and  to  announce  it  was 
the  best  way  to  avoid  it.  The  north  were  not  well 
informed  on  this  subject,  and  in  this  respect  Mr. 
C.  pitied  the  condition  of  the  north  more  than  of 
the  south. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked,  in  reply,  that  the  senator 
had  put  extreme  cases.  He  might  just  as  well 
have  supposed  the  abolition  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion as  the  abolition  of  slavery  out  of  the  District. 
But  did  fee  not  see  that  his  argument  went  against 
receiving  all  petitions,  as  much  as  Mr.  Clay’s  was 
in  favor  of  receiving  all  without  distinction?  The 
power  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
was  believed  to  exist,  and  congress  had  determin- 
ed, by  their  action,  that  it  was  right  to  receive  pe- 
titions on  the  subject.  Was  that  to  be  confounded 
with  a case  where  congress  had  certainly  no  power? 

Mr.  C.  regretted  that  they  could  not  agree;  his 
object  was  to  discover  a healing  measure,  and  he 
thought  his  course  the  truest  one. 

Mr.  Culhbert  replied  that  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Clay,  that  it  would  be  the  simplest  method  to  allay 
this  excitement,  by  receiving  the  petitions  and  giv- 
ing them  consideration;  and  maintained  that  that 
argument  was  to  be  deprecated,  for  it  would  cause 
debate,  and  raise  up  a fury  of  discussion.  Argu- 
ment (said  Mr.  C.)  teaches  what  it  ought  to  put 
an  end  to;  it  foments  what  it  is  intended  to  allay. 
He  solemnly  appealed  to  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky to  maintain  his  character  of  peace- maker;  in 
former  situations  he  (Mr.  Clay)  had  been  obliged 
to  relent  the  severity  of  his  principles,  and  to  com- 
promise with  the  south;  having  first  been  a grand 
disturber  in  his  manufacturing  zeal,  he  had  been 
forced  to  become  a grand  pacificator;  he  begged 
him  (Mr.  Clay)  not  to  depart  now  from  the  princi- 
ple of  pacification. 

Mr.  Wall  having  introduced  the  memorial,  would 
say  a few  words  on  the  subject  before  the  question 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  put.  Mr.  W.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  petitioners. 
They  were  not,  he  observed,  fanatics;  they  were 
reasonable,  sensible  and  temperate  men;  and  though 
he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  agree  with  them,  and  though 
he  was  ready  to  say  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  to  be  rejected,  yet  he  was  not  prepared,  as 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun), 
to  say  that  his  constituents  should  come  to  the 
door,  and  that  then  it  should  be  shut  in  their  faces. 
The  right  of  petition  belonged  to  the  people,  and 
the  duty  of  consideration  and  respectful  attention 
to  all  the  petitions  of  all  citizens  of  every  kind  be- 
longed to  congress,  as  a portion  of  the  government; 
to  the  people  Belonged  the  right,  and  to  the  govern- 
ment appertained  the  duty  of  considering  and  at- 
tending to  that  right.  The  rigid  of  petition  would 
interfere  with  no  other  rights.  The  south  was  not 
rendered  insecure  in  its  rights,  by  granting  to  the 
north  the  enjoyment  of  its  common  and  natural 
rights.  Mr.  W.  insisted  that  resort  should  be  had 
to  reason  and  to  argument,  instead  of  putting  down 
the  right  of  petition  by  violence  and  contempt.  If 
the  south  seeks  to  stop  the  mouths  of  the  north, 
and  prevent  petitions  from  being  heard,  by  so  doing 
they  raise  a force  and  arouse  an  energy  that  cannot 
be  put  down.  The  right  of  petitioning  is  a very 
different  thing  from  the  abolition  question,  and  it  is 
this  right  which  is  now  at  issue. 

Mr.  W.  entreated  the  gentlemen  from  the  south 
not  to  complicate  this  question,  so  important  to 
them,  by  bringing  on  to  the  other  side  the  question 
of  the  right  of  petition,  by  changing  the  issue,  and 
setting  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  most  sacred 
rights  of  the  people. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  had  no  desire  to  touch  one  hair  of 
the  rights  of  the  south;  the  petitioners  felt  the 
same,  but  they  thought  congress  could  and  ought 
to  interfere  on  the  question  of  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 


This  was  a question  which  admitted  of  argu- 
ment, and  ought  to  receive  calm  consideration. 
He  differed  with  them  on  the  question,  but  could 
not  see  how  they  could  be  debarred  of  the  right  of 
being  heard  by  their  servants  and  representatives 
sent  here  expressly  to  do  justice  to  all,  and  to 
maintain,  not  to  put  down,  the  rights  of  the  people, 
Mr.  Buchanan  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  this  question.  He  thought  discussion  on  this 
question  ought  to  be  deprecated.  The  subject  was 
fully  understood  by  the  people,  and  therefore  re- 
quired no  further  discussion.  He  thought  the  dis- 
cussion which  had  taken  place  this  day  in  the  senate 
would  do  great  harm,  and  tend  to  revive  the  subject 
with  all  its  evils  and  irritations.  Mr.  B.  then  re- 
ferred back  to  his  own  course  on  this  question; 
which  course  he  had  since  found  no  reasons  to  re- 
gret having  pursued.  When,  two  years  ago,  he 
presented  a petition  from  some  of  the  society  of 
friends,  a society  none  ol  whom,  ne  Denevea,  were 
abolitionists,  Mr.  Calhoun  then  objected  to  the  re- 
ception of  that  petition.  That  gentleman’s  ob- 
jection gave  rise  to  the  question  on  which  he  (Mr. 
B.)  had  no  doubt,  for  he  thought  the  petitioners 
had  the  right  to  petition,  and  that  congress  had  the 
right  to  reject  those  petitions.  He  (Mr.  B.)  then 
made  a motion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
rejected,  and,  after  a protracted  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  senate  decided,  with  only  six  votes  in  op- 
position, that  the  petition  should  be  rejected.  First 
it  was  decided  that  the  petition  itself  ought  to  be 
received,  and  then  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  to  be  rejected.  Is  the  senate  forever  to  be 
agitated  with  this  question?  (said  Mr.  B.)  Begin 
now  to  debate  the  subject,  it  will  last  for  weeks, 
and  will  light  up  a flame  throughout  the  country. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  maintaining  thatlaying  on  the 
table  was  no  violation  of  the  right  of  petition. 

Mr.  Grundy  here  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  White,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut. Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wall,  Williams — 2U 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  20.  Among  the  resolutions  offered  and 
adopted  to-day,  and  not  noticed  in  our  last,  was  one 
olfered  by  Mr.  Wall,  instructing  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  so  as  to 
punish  the  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any 
foreign  coins,  or  assisting  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright , the  bill  to  restrain  the 
circulation  of  small  notes  in  the  District,  having 
been  taken  up,  was  postponed,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  to-morrow,  that  the  bill  relating  to 
banks  might  be  also  before  the  senate. 

The  bill  to  remit  to  Henry  J.  Pickering,  the  du- 
ties of  certain  machines  (Foudriniere’s)  for  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  was  taken  up,  and  after  dis- 
cussion, during  which  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Davis  and  Niles,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Rug- 
gles, ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Sevier,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  certain  private  land  claims  in 
the  state  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
txxitKorivinfj  t.hp  ppoplo  of  the  District  to  elect  a dele- 
gate  to  the  house  of  representatives,  to  enjoy  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  respective  delegates  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  21.  After  the  presentation  of  nume- 
rous petitions  and  memorials,  and  the  introduction 
of  several  bills  on  leave,  all  of  which  will  be  duly' 
noticed  in  their  progress,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  small  notes  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wright  made  some  observations  respecting 
this  bill  and  a bill  of  a similar  character,  designed 
to  compel  the  resumption  of  specie  payment  by  the 
banks  on  the  first  of  May.  He  was  desirous  of 
this  bill  being  passed  without  waiting  for  action  on 
the  other  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  wished  to  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  delay  action  on  this  bill  at  pre- 
sent. He  was  as  anxious  as  any  man  to  see  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  his  hopes  of 
an  early  resumption  were  now  much  stranger  than 
they  had  been  a few  months  ago.  As  to  the  banks 
of  the  District,  he  would  ask  if  any  gentleman 
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thought  it  possible  lor  them  alone,  and  by  them- 
selves, while  all  the  neighboring  banks  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  continued  the  suspension,  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  on  legislative  compulsion? 
He  saw  a progress  making  in  the  north  to  resume, 
and  the  favorable  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges 
led  to  the  hope  that  this  resumption  would  speedily 
take  place?  He  therefore  thought  a small  delay 
would  be  advisable,  and,  with  this  view,  would 
propose  to  make  the  resumption,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks  of  the  District,  conditional  and  contingent; 
as,  for  example,  when  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  or 
Richmond,  &c.  should  resume,  that  then  it  should 
be  made  obligatory  upon  them  also  to  resume. 

Mr.  Wright  could  not  see  any  connexion  be- 
tween individual  notes  and  bank  notes;  therefore, 
the  resumption  by  the  banks  could  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  shin-plaster  system.  The  object  of 
mis  Dili  was  io  put  down  tne  shin-piasters;  and  he 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  think  their  emission  was  render- 
ed at  all  necessary  by  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment. 

As  to  the  contingency  proposed  by  the  honora- 
ble senator,  (Mr.  Clay),  let  us  only  suppose  that 
those  banks  should  also  pass  similar  contingent 
measures,  the  effect  would  be  that  the  resump- 
tion would  be  left  entirely  to  the  good  pleasure  of 
the  banks  themselves.  Mr.  VV.  was  anxious,  there- 
fore, to  fix  a sure  and  certain  time,  a reasonable 
time,  by  which  it  should  be.  obligatory  upon  the 
banks  to  resume,  and  not  to  be  left  to  contingen- 
cies. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  1st  of  May 
would  be  that  reasonable  time.  The  banks  could 
not  then  complain  of  the  want  of  notice. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  the  supposition  of  Mr. 
Wright,  that  the  neighboring  banks  might  also  de- 
termine upon  contingent  resumption;  that  we  ought 
to  look  to  the  weaker  party.  The  stronger  party 
ought  first  to  set  the  example  of  resumption.  He 
(Mr.  C. ) should  not,  however,  be  sorry  to  see  such 
a contingent  determination  take  place  by  the  banks 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  District;  for  if  they 
should  come  to  such  a contingent  determination, 
then  congress,  being  in  session  here,  would  only 
have  to  fix  a time  for  resumption  here,  when  a si- 
multaneous resumption  would  be  made  in  other 
places.  This  would  produce  a concert  of  opera- 
tion, without  which  it  was  impossible  to  expect 
the  banks  of  the  District  should  alone,  in  tile  race 
of  a general  suspension  in  all  other  places,  resume 
specie  payment  hy  themselves.  As  to  the  small 
notes  having  nothing  to  do  with  resumption,  what 
(said  Mr.  C.)  is  to  be  done?  If  there  is  no  silver 
to  make  payments  with,  what  can  the  people  do? 
You  cannot  get  along  without  meeting  with  this 
paper.  Almost  every  member  of  congress  would, 
the  next  day  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  be  liable 
to  the  penalty  imposed  by  it. 

But,  again:  must  every  traveller  passing  through 
the  District  study  first  the  laws  of  thr  District?  or, 
if  he  passes  any  of  this  small  paper,  not  knowing 
the  law  and  penally,  is  he  to  be  instantly  pursued 
by  a constable,  and  have  an  action  entered  against 
him  by  the  District  attorney?  If  there  is  no  silver, 
there  must  be  something  in  the  place  of  it.  Give 
the  silver,  and  the  substitute  will  vanish  of  itself. 
Let  Mr.  W.  throw  a few  thousand  bushels  of  quar- 
ters, &c.  into  circulation,  and  then  the  people  will 
be  able  to  do  without  these  shin-plasters.  But  if 
you  banish  this  paper,  after  having  banished  the 
specie,  how  will  it  be  possible  for  the  community 
to  transact  the  common  and  daily  affairs  of  little 
expenditures,  without  either  specie,  or  a substitute 
for  it?  For  these  and  other  reasons,  he  moved  to 
postpone  this  bill  till  the  second  Monday  in 
January. 

Mr.  Benton  was  Opposod  to  any  DOStnnnp.mpnt 
whatever,  either  of  the  bill  to  put  down  shin-plas- 
ters in  the  District,  or  of  the  bill  to  compel  re- 
sumption by  the  banks  of  the  District.  He  was  in 
favor  of  a resumption,  in  the  first  place,  of  pay- 
ment of  specie  for  all  bills  of  five  dollars.  This 
would,  he  hoped,  operate  as  an  introductory  and 
facilitating  measure  for  the  more  general  and  ex- 
tensive resumption.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to 
inveigh  vehemently  against  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict for  circulating  the  small  notes  of  other  com- 
panies, though  they  did  not  issue  their  own.  Fie 
considered  this  proposition  to  postpone  to  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  January  as  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment; the  argument  placed  it  in  that  aspect.  As 
to  the  allegation  that  every  member  of  congress 
would  be  liable  next  day  to  the  penalty  of  the  bill, 
it  appeared  to  him  most  unreasonable  that  they 
should,  pass  shin-plasters  instead  of  specie,  when 
they  received,  both  last  and  the  present  session, 
their  pay  in  hard  money.  Receiving  hard  money, 
they  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  circulating 
shin-plasters;  they  have  hard  money  to  sppnd,  and, 
therefore,  let  them  spend  it,  and  they  w'ould  be  un- 
der no  danger  of  being  arrested.  As  to  the  alleged 


necessity  of  taking  this  trash  in  payment,  he  deni- 
ed that  necessity;  he.  himself  never  received  and 
never  gave  it;  he  found  himself  under  no  necessity 
of  resorting  to  this  paper.  In  1832,  when  the  cur- 
rency was  so  much  boasted  of  as  being  the  best  in 
the  world,  the  amount  of  specie  was  twenty  or 
twerity-two  millions;  now  the  amount  of  specie  is 
eighty  millions,  and  yet  there  is  none  to  be  seen; 
we  have  not  even  silver  enough  to  go  to  the  post 
office  with.  We  are  now'  told  that  there  is  not  spe- 
cie enough  to  pay  picayunes  and  four-pences,  and 
that  we  must  continue  to  use  these  filthy  shin-pias- 
ters. Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  make  a statistical 
comparison  of  the  former  and  present  condition  of 
the  currency,  maintaining  (as  we  understood  him), 
that  the  mass  of  specie  in  mere  existence  now  being 
supposed  to  be  greater  than  the  mass  in  actual  cir- 
culation then.  *i,„  = ---  m u„it.  . 

than  it  was  then. 

Mr.  Benton  having  read  some  further  statistics 
on  specie  imported  and  exported,  making  the  im- 
portations $62,000,000  for  the  last  four  years,  and 
the  exports  comparatively  small,  argued  that  the 
existing  state  of  things  would  force  large  importa- 
tions of  specie  into  the  country  in  pay  for  our  ex- 
ported productions,  so  that,  without  statute  law,  the 
attempt  to  force  shin-plasters  on  the  country  must 
fail.  He  praised  thp  gold  bill  as  producing  the  gol- 
den part  of  this  result.  He  repeated  his  exclama- 
tions on  the  absurdity  of  arguing  that  specie  change 
cannot  be  obtained  in  abundance  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

Having  made  some  laudatory  remarks  on  general 
Jackson’s  attempts  to  reform  the  currency,  he  read 
the  resolutions  ottered  formerly  by  him  to  alter  the 
standard  of  gold,  to  aid  the  circulation  of  foreign 
coin,  and  to  suppress  notes  under  $20,  and  ridicul- 
ed the  idea  that  these  eiforts  at  reform  had  been  the 
means  of  embarrassing  the  country;  and  pointed  to 
the  solid  specie  allowed  to  be  in  the  country  as 
proof  positive  that  the  eflect  of  these  measures  had 
been  salutary.  He  charged  upon  the  opposers  of 
the  administration  both  the  attempt,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  that  attempt,  to  force  shin-plasters  on  the 
country,  as  a proof  of  which  he  adduced  their  sup- 
port of  all  measures  in  favor  of  paper.  He  defied 
them  to  keep  off  a specie  currency,  except  by  con- 
tinuing to  force  ijbin  plasters  on  the  community,  and 
said  they  should  not  succeed  even  in  this  way.  The 
specie  must  and  would  come,  in  spite  of  all  opposi- 
tion, and  every  thing  else.  The  turn  of  foreign  ex- 
change in  our  favor  would  aid  in  bringing  about 
this  result.  He  closed  with  repeated  denunciations 
against  paper  money,  arid  was  for  allow'ing  no  time 
for  its  suppression. 

Mr.  Niles  having  expressed  his  desire  not  to  dis- 
tress the  District,  congratulated  the  country  on  the 
signal  success  of  the  measures  of  the  late  extra  ses- 
sion. He  went  into  the  particulars  of  these  happy 
results,  accompanied  also  with  bright  moral  pros- 
pective effects,  characterizing  thechangeas  speedy, 
great,  signal,  and  salutary,  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world.  As  proof  of  this,  he  adduced  the 
great  rejoicing,  firing  of  cannon,  and  shouts  of  tri- 
umph, in  various  parts  of  the  country,  (on  the  whig 
elections.)  The  day  of  mourning  had  gone  by, 
and  that  of  rejoicing  and  of  triumphant  shouting 
had  come.  He  would  therefore  call  on  the  banks, 
and  would  ask  them,  like  honest  men,  to  corne  for- 
ward and  pay  their  debts.  The  specie  was  in  their 
vaults,  and  Mr.  N.  was  in  favor  of  coercing  them 
to  pay  their  debts.  He  maintained  that  the  banks 
of  the  District  were  creatures  of  congress;  that  they 
ought  not  to  band  together  and  form  rules  for  them- 
splves  not  authorized  by  law.  That  congress  and 
the  state  legislatures  ought  to  torce  thu  hanto  to 
resume  specie  payments  in  a reasonable  time,  an  1 
that  congress  ought  to  be  among  the  first  to  set  the 
example.  He  believed  that  specie  was  sufficiently 
abundant,  especially  in  the  District;  and  at  least 
there  could  be  little  difficulty  in  suppressing  the 
vile  nuisance  of  small  paper,  which,  if  suppressed 
at  once,  the  vacauum  would  soon  be  filled  by  a spe- 
cie currrency.  He  was  therefore  utterly  opposed 
to  any  postponement  of  the  measures  proposed  in 
the  senate  on  this  subject.  He  allowed  the  banks 
some  credit  for  curtailing,  but  denounced  them  as 
guilty  of  criminal  delav,  and  of  brazen  audacity,  in 
refusing  to  fix  on  a time  to  resume.  He  would  not 
delay  the  proposed  measures  even  beyond  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  that  although  he  did  not  wish  to 
encourage  delay  in  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, he  should  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  senator 
from  Kentucky.  He  was  willing  so  long  to  post- 
pone the  subject,  but  he  should  then  vote  to  com- 
pel the  banks  to  resume  on  or  about  the  first  of  May; 
which  he  believed  could  be  done  by  the  banks  gen- 
erally in  the  country. 

The  question  on  postponement  till  the  second 


Monday  in  January  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS' — Messrs.  Black,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Cutbberf,  Knight,  McKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Williams — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Lumpkin, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright, 
Young — 22. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with 
the  word  “ thirty ” days,  from  after  which  time  the 
penalty  for  taking  or  passing  shin-plasters  is  to 
commence. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved,  instead  of  thirty,  to  insert 
the  “first  of  May”  in  the  blank;  (thus  putlingoff  so 
far  the  day  ofgeneial  rains  and  penalties  upon  the 
Diaina  marketers.) 

Mr.  Grundy  was  in  favor  of  inserting  “first  of 
May”  in  the  blank,  in  order  that  time  might  be 
given  for  the  previous  issue  of  small  change  by  the 
banks. 

Mr.  Wright  thought  that  if  shin-plasters  were 
left  to  circulate  till  the  period  when  the  banks 
should  resume,  then  when  resumption  took  place, 
an  instantaneous  call  for  specie  to  supply  the  great 
vacuum  would  be  made.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
this  paper  would  never  be  taken  up,  and  that, 
therefore,  while  it  was  suffered  to  circulate,  no  sil- 
ver would  circulate.  Members  of  congress  disbur- 
sed silver  enough  to  supply  the  whole  circulation  of 
the  District. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  moved,  instead  of  his  first 
amendment,  to  insert  the  “tenth  day  of  April  next,” 
making  the  operation  of  the  bill  and  its  penalties  to 
commence  at  that  period. 

Mr.  Benton  read  a list  of  prices  paid  to  laborers, 
mechanics,  &c.,  at  St.  Louis,  which,  being  at  a 
somewhat  higher  rate  than  the  same  wages  paid  in 
the  Atlantic  States,  Mr.  B.  argu»d  that  the  absence 
of  individual  notes  in  Missouri  was  the  sole  cause 
of  these  better  prices,  and  that,  therefore,  if  shin- 
plasters  are  put  down  here,  the  price  of  labor  will 
immediately  rise  in  consequence  to  as  high  a rate 
as  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  B.  stated  also  that,  as  an  ef- 
fect flowing  from  the  absence  of  individual  small 
notes  in  Missouri,  he  saw  on  the  shores  of  St.  Lou- 
is more  indications  of  active  commercial  prosperity 
than  in  all  his  travels  he  witnessed  in  any  other 
quarter. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hubbard  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Clay  called  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the 
words  of  the  bill,  “unlawful  for  every  individual.” 
The  consequence  of  this  W'ould  be  that  if  a negro 
were  sent  to  market  to  purchase  food,  and  offered 
one  of  these  notes  in  payment,  he  was  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  whites,  and  made  liable  to  the 
same  punishment,  ike.  Again,  the  bill  in  another 
part  dispenses  with  trial  by  jury.  But  if  the  sum- 
mary proceeding  here  authorized  be  a criminal 
trial,  it  is  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  which  in 
all  criminal  cases  guaranties  the  trial  by  jury'.  Tf, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  be  a civil  action,  it  would  be 
found  also  in  violation  of  the  amendment  to  the 
constitution  respecting  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
civil  cases  to  a certain  amount.  Therefore  he 
(Mr.  C.)  thought  that  at  all  events  the  bill  ought 
to  be  altered  so  as  to  be  rendered  conformable  to 
the  rights  of  the  people  as  secured  to  them  by  the 
constitution,  and  also  so  as  not  to  put  (as  it  now 
does)  the  negroes  on  the  same  footing  with  white 
people. 

Mr.  Benton  subsequently  observed,  in  reference 
to  negroes,  that  no  acts  of  congres"  "cie  ever  un- 
derstood to  apply  to  them. 

Mr.  Young  m'oved  an  amendment  intending  to 
punish  not  only  the  original  issue  and  taking  of 
such  small  notes,  but  also  any  issue  of  them  de 
novo. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the 
word  “knowingly”  (pass  such  bill)  was  inserted  in 
the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  by  ayes  20, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  exclude  the  informer,  who  was  to  receive 
half  the  fine,  from  being  a witness,  and  for  this 
purpose  to  strike  out  the  provision  giving  him  half 
the  fine. 

Mr.  Hubbard  objected  to  this  as  calculated  to 
make  the  bill  inefficient. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  informer,  or  prosecutor,  ne- 
cessarily could  not  be  a witness. 

Mr.  Benton  held  to  the  contrary  opinion,  on  the 
ground  that  a man  might  swear  to  his  account,  and 
that  the  injured  might  swear  in  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  urged  that  the  criminality 
in  Ibis  case  could  not  be  a sufficient  ground  for  the 
application  of  such  a principle.  He  objected  to 
this  part  of  the  bill  as  also  calculated  to  produce  a 
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set  of  common  informers.  He  thought  it  much 
better  to  leave  the  matter  of  prosecution  to  a con- 
viction of  duty,  especially  in  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Morris  objected  to  the  bill  as  creating  a new 
crime  in  this  District.  He  objected  to  the  manner 
of  taking  the  subject  before  the  grand  jury,  and 
maintained,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wright,  that  the 
complainant  would  not  be  the  plaintill,  but  the 
United  States;  the  complainant  being,  therefore,  a 
legal  witness.  He  farther  objected  to  it  as  com- 
pelling a man  to  criminate  himself.  He  thought 
also  that  the  bill  would  prohibit  presenting  the 
notes  for  redemption.  The  bill  seemed  to  him 
drawn  up  in  the  spirit  of  Draco,  and  written  in 
blood. 

Mr.  Grundy  argued  that  in  this  case  it  was  expe- 
dient and  necessary  to  introduce  informers,  though 
fie  would  not  generally  resort  to  such  expedients. 
He  placed  the  compulsion  of  the  accused  to  bear 
witness  In  me  uo.,  = ;i  uiound;  the  spirit  of 
the  law  requiring  that  he  could  in  no  case  ue 
poliod  to  criminate  himself.  He  was  opposed  to 
make  the  law  inefficient. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  in  this  case  in  favor 
of  using  informers. 

Mr.  Wall  regarded  the  supposed  encouragement 
of  informers  by  this  bill  as  a misapprehension.  In- 
formation he  thought  was  in  all  places  legally  ob- 
tained in  this  manner  in  criminal  cases,  though  it 
could  not  be  in  civil  suits. 

Here,  on  motion,  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  22.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury,  enclosing  a plan  for  the  reliet  of  certain 
insolvent  debtors,  which  w;as  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  receipts  ol  the  land  offices, 
and  the  claims  for  pre-emption  rights:  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

Five  hundred  additional  copies  were  directed  to 
be  printed;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton, 

One  hundred  for  the  use  of  the  land  office. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a petition  from  two  citizens 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  John  Lutz  and  Jesse 
Lipscomb,  praying  remuneration  for  money  lost 
by  permitting  improper  access,  as  they  charge,  on 
Uie  part  of  the  postmaster,  to  the  office. 

This  petition  sets  forth  that  certain  sums  of  mo- 
ney, regularly  mailed  in  the  post-office  at  George- 
town, arrived  at  due  time  in  the  city  of  Baltimore— 
that  at  the  time  the  mail  must  have  boen  received 
there,  a certain  editor  of  a newspaper  was  allowed 
to  come  into  the  office  while  the  mails  were  lying 
exposed — that  said  editor  was  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
loining packages  of  letters,  and  was  detected  in  the 
fact,  and  the  memorialists  state  they  have  no  doubt 
their  money  was  among  the  packages  the  aforesaid 
editor  stole  out  of  the  office.  And  that  this  having 
been  done  through  an  indulgence  contrary  to  law, 
on  the  part  of  an  officer  of  the  government,  they 
ask  whether  that  government  he  not  liable.  They' 
solicit  an  investigation,  and  that  adequate  repara- 
tion be  made  for  the  losses  they  have  suffered. 

After  the  presentation  of  several  private  petitions, 
and  the  reception  of  reports  upon  two  or  three  pri- 
vate bills,  &c.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  War- 
ren was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Calhoun  explained  the  circumstances  on 
which  this  bill  was  introduced.  Capt.  Warren  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  very  brilliant  prospects  at  the 
commencement  of  the  American  revolution;  he  was 
also  the  protege  of  a very  rich  maiden  aunt,  who,  in 
her  zeal  for  the  crown,  had  determined  that  her 
nephow  should  enter  the  English  army.  This  not 
suiting  the  views  or  tho  young  gentleman,  who  was 
ardently  devoted  to  liberty,  and  some  liuerrupt;^., 
occurring  in  the  harmony  subsisting  between  him- 
self and  aunt,  determined  him  to  attach  himself  to 
the  cause  of  the  rebels,  as  they  were  then  termed, 
and  he  came  to  America  and  embraced  the  cause  of 
the  colonists.  The  aunt,  shocked  at  the  want  of 
loyalty  in  her  nephew,  very  humanely  wished  that 
he  might  receive  some  deep  and  dangerous  wound. 
In  the  course  of  the  war,  captain  Warren  lost  his 
leg,  from  a wound  by  a cannon  ball;  and  recollect- 
ing the  wishes  of  his  aunt  in  relation  to  his  course, 
the  amputated  limb  was  embalmed,  and  sent  home 
to  her  as  a trophy  of  his  gallantry,  and  an  evidence 
that  her  very  kind  and  charitable  wishes  had  been 
fulfilled.  Mr.  Warren  was  then  rich,  and  while  so 
would  have  disdained  to  receive  any  thing  from  his 
country;  but  the  scene  was  now  changed,  and  though 
highly  respectable,  and  honorably  connected  in  life, 
he  was  compelled  to  ask  the  assistance  of  his  coun- 
try. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed. 


The  bill  to  restrain  the  issue  of  small  notes  in  this 
District,  was  then  taken  up,  and  debated^  in  detail 
by  Messrs.  Morris,  Preston,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Wright  Brown,  Strange,  Hubbard,  Roane,  Wall,  and 
others. 

Mr.  Preston  contended  that  the  measure  being- 
confined  to  this  poor  disfranchised  District  should 
have  emanated  from  the  committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia;  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  the 
committee  on  finance  to  have  reported  the  bill;  that 
it  was  legislating  for  the  wants  of  a people  with 
whom  they  had  no  interest  in  common;  and  moved 
1o  commit  it  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Wright  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter; 
if  it  were  the  wish  of  the  senate  that  it  go  to  the 
committee  on  the  District,  be  it  so;  but  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  senate  to  a resolution  passed  on 
the  11th  inst.  which  referred  the  subject  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance;  and  the  bill  belore  them  was  but 
« ♦..■.nc.  -ipt  nf  what  had -passed  the  senate  at  the 
extra  session. 

Mr.  Clay  urged  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  and 
spoke  of  it.  as  a picayune  business  ot  which  the 
committee  on  finance  ought  to  be  ashamed — that  it 
was  calculated  to  do  no  good,  but  was  in  fact  a bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  against  the  poor  people,  the 
negroes  and  beggar  girls  ol  this  destitute  disfran- 
chised District. 

Mr.  Brown  opposed  the  motion  to  commit,  and 
defended  the  committee  on  finance  trorn  the  wanton 
aspersions  thrown  upon  them.  At  one  time  the 
great  democratic  parly  was  a miserable  set  of  loco 
foco  sans  cvllottes;  now  they  were  the  haughty  aris- 
tocrats, seeking  to  inflict  penalties  on  the  poor  and 
wretched.  He  left  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  to 
reconcile  these  inconsistencies. 

Mr.  Young  said  the  very  extraordinary  sympathy 
indulged  in  by  the  senators  from  Kentucky  and  S. 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  this  “ poor , devoted, neglected, 
disfranchised  District,"  reminded  him  of  an  old 
anecdote  of  a member  of  the  Illinois  legislature. — 
The  member  in  question,  to  increase  his  popularity, 
had  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the  marriage  of 
the  poor  of  his  county,  without  any  expense.  He 
had  no  idea  that  the  loves  of  the  young  and  joyous 
should  be  impeded  by  any  tariff  on  marriage,  and 
he  would  oblige  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  grant  cer- 
tificates without  fee,  and  intimated  that  he  had  made 
arrangements  with  a philanthropic  clergyman  to  the 
same  effect.  Well,  the  result  of  all  this  was  that 
the  member  who  was  so  desirous  of  removing  what 
he  considered  an  onerous  burden,  was  well  nigh 
frowned  down  by  the  very  people  he  was  so  anxi- 
ous to  serve,  aim  their  itm™ot.»nce,  ennn 

obliged  him  to  make  an  active  retrograde  movement 
to  retain  his  seat.  Might  not  the  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District,  be  something  of  a similar  cha- 
racter, and  might  they  thank  them  for  the  sympathy 
evinced  in  endeavoring  to  fasten  upon  them  this 
odious  and  disgraceful  system  of  currency. 

Mr.  Roane,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
District,  opposed  the  reference.  Whilst  the  matter 
was  under  debate  at  the  last  session,  not  a single 
citizen  of  the  District  had  ever  made  a communica- 
tion to  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  opposed  the  reference,  and  de- 
sired the  yeas  and  nays.  This  being  granted,  the 
question  stood  for  commitment  9,  against  it  30:  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Knight,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  and  Spence 
—9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Lumpkin,  Linn,  McKean,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walker.  Wall.  White.  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young 

-SO, 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  which  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  21  to  16,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, King,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, S'range,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall,  and  Williams'. — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Linn,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker, 
White,  AVright,  and  Young — 16. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  on  which 
Mr.  Wright  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  as  amended,  on 
the  question  to  engross  for  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Wright  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
result  was,  yeas,  31,  nays,  none. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Linn,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  ot 


Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  AVhite,  AYilliams,  Wright,  and  Young — 31. 

N AYS— None. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  26.  Mr.  Swift  said  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that,  on  a former  occasion,  he  had  given  no- 
tice that  he  should  this  morning  present  a memo- 
rial from  the  legislature  of  the  state  which  he  in 
part  represented.  Since  then  he  had  learned  that 
several  members  were  now  absent,  and  he  would 
therefore  postpone  for  the  time  the  presentation  of 
that  memorial,  but  should  present  it  as  soon  as  the 
senate  should  be  full. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials,  chiefly  of 
a private  or  local  character,  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Wall  rose  and  said  that,  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  he  presented  to  the  senate  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New7  Jersey,  and 
moved  that  they  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  to  inquire 

Wliat  was  llie  Sllbjtul  ul  IIjusc  rccolutione? 

Mr.  Wall  said  he  believed  they  constituted  the 
creed  of  a certain  class  of  persons.  He  did  not  feel 
as  if  he  could  particularize  it  more. 

Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  reading,  and  they  were 
read. 

[Fora  copy  of  the  resolutions  see  page  198  of 
the  present  volume  of  the  “Register.”  They 
declare  it  the  duty  of  congress  to  provide  for  the 
sale-keeping  and  disposition  of  the  public  revenue 
— approve  of  the  resolution  of  the  senate  which 
was  subsequently  expunged  from  the  journal — de- 
nounce the  expunging  resolution,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  by  the  president,  the  issue  of  the  spe- 
cie circular,  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  and  a partial  bankrupt  law — and 
approve  of  the  course  of  senator  Southard  on  all 
these  subjects,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  present 
representatives  of  the  state  in  congress.] 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  he  printed. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported  and  read  a first 
time.  On  leave,  Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  to  as- 
certain a-.d  designate  the  southern  boundary  of 
AVisconsin. 

Mr.  Niles  also  offered  a resolution,  making  cer- 
tain inquiries  (unheard)  of  the  postmaster  general; 
which,  on  the  objection  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
lies  over  one  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  capt.  Samuel  AVarren 
was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  restrain  the  currency  of  small  notes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses. was  read  a third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  was  so  amended,  by  consent,  as  to  rectify 
an  oversight  as  to  that  section,  by  which  it  had  been 
left  to  include  bills  above  five  dollars. 

A debate  followed  (to  be  given  hereafter)  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Buch- 
anan, Prentiss,  Niles,  Swift,  and  Wright  participa- 
ted. The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEA.S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cuth- 
bert, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Ni- 
cholas, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Strange,  Tipton,  AYalker,  AV all,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 37. 

NAY— Mr.  Swift— 1. 

The  vice  president  presented  a communication 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  relating  to 
the  correspondence  of  the  executive  with  other 
foreign  powers  relating  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A numerous  lot  of  private  bills  from  the  house  of 
representatives  were  then  taken  up,  and  severally 
reau  twite  amt  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  thpn  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  then  adjourned. 

December  27.  Among  the  petitions  presented 
to-day,  was  one  by  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  pilots  of 
New  York,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  law  passed  at 
the  last  session  respecting  the  appointment  of  pi- 
lots for  that  port.  Also,  one  by  Mr.  King,  from  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  AVashington,  D.  C.  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment, a bill  for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands. 

[By  this  bill  unsold  lands  are  divided  into  four 
classes,  the  price  of  the  highest  class  being  $1  per 
acre,  of  the  lowest  25  cents.] 

Mr.  Sevier  offered  a resolution  that  the  secretary 
of  war  be  instructed  to  inform  the  senate  what  steps 
have  been  taken  in  relation  to  certain  treaties  with 
certain  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  western  frontier. 
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Also,  a resolution  that  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs  be  instructed  to  report  relating  to  a treaty 
with  the  Osage  tribe  of  Indians  in  1825. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report  to  the  senate 
what  amount  of  specie  has  been  received  into  the 
treasury  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  May  last,  and  what  amount  of  specie  has  been 
paid  out  of  the  treasury,  giving  the  aggregate 
amount  since  the  suspension  in  May  last. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  a desire  that  the  resolution 
might  be  modified  so  as  to  present  not  only  the  ag- 
gregates, but  the  specific  objects  of  the  several 
payments,  so  as  to  show  to  whom  the  specie  had 
been  paid. 

Mr.  Benton  accepted  the  modification  proposed. 

Mr.  Buggies  wished  a further  modification  to  be 
made,  so  as  to  present  all  the  monthly  statements 
of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  pure  hard  money. 

Mr.  Hubbard  objected  to  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion on  the  ground  of  the  great  and  unnecessary 
labor  it  would  impose  on  the  treasury  department, 

whereupon  it  wee  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tipton  offered  a resolution  authorizing  the 
committee  for  the  District  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  indigent  deaf  and 
dumb  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King  offered  a resolution  that  the  committee 
on  roads  and  canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Wetumpka  rail  road 
company,  of  Alabama,  to  construct  a road  through 
the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  them  as  much  there- 
of as  they  may  require  for  the  purposes  of  their 
rail  road. 

The  above  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and  se- 
verally ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading: 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Y.  King.  The  bill  for 
the  amendment  of  an  act  respecting  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States. 

[This  last  bill  provides  that  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  judg- 
ment in  all  cases  notwithstanding  the  non-joinder 
of  non-resident  defendants.  It  also  abolishes  the 
punishment  of  standing  in  the  pillory,  &c.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  sent  an  amendment  to  the 
table. 

Mr.  Walker  remarked  that  the  bill  was  impor- 
tant, and  required  due  reflection,  and  he  therefore 
moved  that  it  lie  for  the  present  on  the  table;-  and  it 
was  so  ordered. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McCrary,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Morfit,  were  severally  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  surrender  of  the  16th  sections 
of  lands  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  location  of 
other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

A debate  ensued,  [to  be  given  hereafter]  be- 
tween Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Noruell,  Allen,  Brown,  and  Benton. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading — ayes  35,  noes  4. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  several  resolutions  (a  co- 
py of  which  shall  have  a place  in  our  next),  decla- 
ratory of  the  rights  of  the  states  under  the  consti- 
tution, and  that  the  intermeddling  of  any  state  or 
states  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia or  any  of  the  territories,  on  the  ground  or  under 
the  pretext  that  it  is  immoral,  or  3inful,  &c.  would 
be  a dangerous  attack  upon  the  institutions  of  all 
the  slave  holding  states. 

Mr.  Preston  was  understood  to  remark  that,  if 
he  comprehended  the  resolutions  offered  by  his  col- 
league rightly,  he  concurred  with  the  views  there- 
in expressed.  But,  also,  if  he  comprehended  them 
rightly,  he  thought  them  inadequate  to  attain  the 
object  which  they  had  in  view.  The  time,  he 
thought,  had  gone  by  when  the  evils  with  which 
the  south  were  assailed  and  threatened  could  ne  ar- 
rested and  suppressed  by  such  abstractions,  or  by 
any  thing  merely  declaratory.  These  resolutions 
would  perhaps  be  as  effectual  as  any  thing  of  the 
kind;  but  he  believed  they  were  now  to  look  to 
something  more  practical.  The  presenting  of  the 
Vermont  resolutions  on  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
would  present  an  occasion  of  this  latter  kind;  and 
he  hoped,  therefore,  that  these  resolutions  would 
not  be  acted  upon,  till  the  Vermont  resolutions 
should  be  presented  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  not  desirous  to  press 
his  resolutions  hastily  on  the  attention  of  the  se- 
nate; but  he  regarded  them  as  far  other  than  mere 
abstractions.  He  expressed  considerable  confi- 
dence in  the  degree  to  which  they  might  be  made 
effectual.  He  deemed  them  of  much  more  impor- 
tance than  the  occasion  to  be  offered  by  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions,  and  he  should  therefore  urge  their 
consideration  before  the  Vermont  resolutions  should 
ba  considered  by  the  senate. 


The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table,  and. 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

December  28.  But  little  business  of  importance 
was  transacted  to-day. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  certain  resolutions,  which 
shall  have  a place  hereafter,  in  reference  to  the  in- 
terference of  individuals  or  states,  with  slavery  as 
it  exists  in  other  states,  &c.,  which  was  read,  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  called  up  the  resolutions  which  he 
offered  yesterday,  and  advocated  them  at  some 
length,  dwelling  chiefly  on  the  objections  which 
had  or  might  be  made  to  them.  A debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Swift,  and 
Strange  participated,  [the  debate  will  be  given  here- 
after.] Finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  they 
were  ordered  to  be  made  the  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday next,  with  an  understanding  that  they  should 
be  considered  in  advance  of  the  Vermont  resolu- 
tions. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  taken  up  and  pass- 
ed. and  then  the.  oUj^uiuco. 

December  29.  A series  of  resolutions  relating  to 
the  slave  question,  were  offered  to-day,  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, of  Ohio.  They  also  shall  have  a place  in  our 
next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  cession  of  certain  de- 
scriptions of  lands  appropriated  to  purposes  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  entering  of  others,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed.  The  bill  to  amend  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  was,  after  several  amendments, 
passed  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  bill  forthe 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  G.  W.  Meade,  was 
also  passed,  after  amendments  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a hos- 
pital for  the  insane,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was,  after  some  discussion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr..  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
occasioned,  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  fol- 
lowed by  the  declensions  of  Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr. 
Everett. 

Friday,  Dec.  22.  The  journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Adams  observed  to  the  speaker  that,  as  the 
names  of  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  yesterday  on  the 
resolution  respecting  memorials  touching  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  had  uot  been  read  by  the  clerk,  he 
could  not  tell  whether  his  own  name  had  been  re- 
corded as  present  on  that  occasion  or  not. 

The  chair,  on  consulting  the  clerk,  stated  that  it 
had  not  been  recorded 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  when  his  name  had  been 
called,  he  had  made  a verbal  answer,  but  the  spea- 
ker had  decided  that  no  answer  was  in  order  but 
the  word  “ay”  or  “no.”  He  had  subsequently  re- 
quested that  the  answer  which  he  did  give  might 
be  recorded  on  the  journal:  and,  having  received 
no  reply  from  the  chair,  he  presumed  it  had  been 
done.  But,  as  it  appeared  that  such  was  not  the 
case,  he  now  moved  that  his  reply  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 

The  chair  entertained  the  motion  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  journal,  which  would  be  in  order  if  the 
house  chose  to  permit  it  to  be  made.  On  a similar 
occasion,  formerly,  the  same  gentleman  had  prefer- 
red a similar  request,  and  the  house  had  refused  to 
leave.  The  gentleman  would  reduce  his  motion  to 
writing. 

Mr.  Adams  having  done  so — Mr.  Boon,  of  Indi- 
ana, inquired  whether  the  motion  was  debateable? 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  it  was;  he  should  be 
glad  to  have  it  debated;  and  if  it  were,  he  should 
expect,  from  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  house, 
permission  to  debate  it  as  well  as  others.  Mr. 
Boon  moved  to  lav  the  '*»«**"“  vriyir.  AUatua  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them;  and  the  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table  without  a count.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng  asked  leave  for  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  make  a report.  Mr.  Whittlesey  moved 
that  all  the  committees  have  leave  to  report,  and 
that  the  house  then  immediately  proceed  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day:  this  being  Friday  was  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committees  were 
called  upon  in  order. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
an  appropriation  to  complete  the  erection  of  permanent 
barracks  and  quarters  at  Fort  Levenworth,  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Missouri,  for  four  companies  of  dragoons,  includ- 
ing stables  for  their  horses,  according  to  a plan  approv- 
I ed  by  the  secretary  of  war. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  (from  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs), 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed  to 
purchase,  for  -the  use  of  the  committee  on  Indians  af- 
fairs, ten  copies  of  the  Indian  treaties  compiled  and 
printed  by  the  direction  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one 
day. 

Resolved,  That  2,000  extra  copies  of  so  much  of  the 
report  made  to  the  treasury  department  by  professor 
Hassler  as  relates  to  the  publication  of  standard  weights 
and  measures,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder, 

Resolved,  That  all  memorials  and  resolutions  of  the 
state  of  Illinois  heretofore  presented  to  this  house  on 
the  subject  of  the  location  of  the  Cumberland  road 
through  Illinois,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  roads 
and  canals. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  senate 
bill  to  remit  duties  nr"*'  =*=  Jcoiiuyed  Dy  fire  at 

tb^  gieat  contlagratio,n  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
which  was  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  for  the  year  1838. 

A large  number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  indivi- 
duals were  reported. 

Mr.  Smith  reported  a bill  for  the  organization  of 
the  treasury  department. 

Also,  without  amendment,  an  act  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  imported  hemp  when  manu- 
factured into  cordage. 

Also,  bills  for  the  employment  of  boys  in  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  making 
appropriation  for  a marine  hospital  at  Portland  har- 
bor, in  the  state  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Yell  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Arkansas,  who  lost  their  improvements 
in  consequence  of  a treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Also,  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in  the 
state  of  Arkansas. 

By  Mr.  Shields:  To  authorize  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  state. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the 
state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  set- 
tle the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  same,  passed  April  18,  isoe. 

Mr.  Bronson  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  ascertain  the  boundary  be- 
tween Michigan  and  Wisconsin;  which  was  refer- 
ral to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  got  leave  to  have  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  printed,  intending  hereafter  to 
call  it  up. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  one  from  each  state 
be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  reporting  a bill  to  appropriate,  for  the  purpose  of 
free  school  academies  and  the  purposes  of  education, 
an  increased  portion  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  states  and  territories. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  Muhlenberg  of  Pa.,  and  subsequently 
Mr.  James  Garland  of  Va.,  in  the  chair)  and  took 
up  a large  number  of  private  bills,  all  of  which, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  were  passed 
through  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  were  then 
read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 


concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  allowance  of  a drawback  of  duties  on  im- 
ported wheat,  when  manufactured  into  flour  and  ex- 
ported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loomis, 

Resolved,  That  the  comi»;‘‘««  un  the  post  office  in- 
quire into,  and  repon,  as  to  the  expediency  ot  reducing 
the  rates  of  postage  to  the  lowest  amount  that  will  ena- 
ble the  post  office  department  to  sustain  itself;  also,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  having  the  expense  of  transmit- 
ting such  proportion  of  the  mails  as  is  comprised  of 
free  parcels,  to  be  annually  estimated  by  the  postmaster 
general,  and  paid  out  of  the  general  treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructed  to 
transmit  to  this  house  copies  of  any  reports  made  by 
captain  Henry  Smith,  in  reference  to  the  surveys  made 
by  him  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  nver  in  Ohio, 
under  the  instruction  of  the  war  department. 

Mr:  Petrikin  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  report  to 
this  house,  as  soon  as  he  conveniently  can,  a lull  list  ot 
all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  in  the  naval  service 
disabled  by  wounds  or  injuries  received  while  m the 
line  of  their  duty,  who  have  claimed  and  received  the 
benefit  of  an  act  of  congress  of  March,  183/;  and  the 
name  of  the  pensioner,  the  amount  of  back  pension  re- 
ceived by  him,  the  rank  he  held  at  the  time  he  was 
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disabled,  the  rank  he  now  holds  in  the  navy,  and  the 
degree  of  disability  reported  to  entitle  him  to  a pension; 
and,  if  not  now  in  the  service,  the  rank  such  officer 
held  at  the  time  of  his  claiming  arrearage  of  pension 
under  the  act  of  congress  aforesaid. 

And  then  the  honse  adjourned  to  meet  again  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  26.  This  day  was  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied  in  considering  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mams  to  refer  to  a select  committee  the  memorial 
of  a Peace  society,  and  other  persons,  in  New  York, 
praying  congress  to  consider  favorably  an  overture, 
in  the  shape  of  a decree  of  the  Mexican  congress, 
for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  difficulties  be- 
tween that  country  and  this;  and,  should  the  effort 
fail,  for  a reference  of  the  question  in  dispute  to  the 
mediation  of  a friendly  power.  Mr.  Howard,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  had  mov- 
ed the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  that  committee. 

The  speech  of  m~  — 11 — 1 tu  =“uvv 

that  the  memorial  ought  not  to  go  to  the  latter  com- 
mittee, because  a report  made  by  it  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. (the  chairman  and  many  of  the  members  com- 
posing the  committee  at  that  session  remaining  still 
upon  it  at  the  present)  evinced  a predetermination 
in  favor  of  a rupture  with  Mexico.  Mr.  Howard 
made  a brief  response,  in  which  he  denied  that  any 
such  overture  had  in  fact  been  made  by  Mexico  to 
the  United  States,  and  argued  that  it  would  be  use- 
less to  require  a report  on  a matter  which  had  no 
existence.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  allusions 
were’incidentally  made  to  the  relative  conduct  of 
the  two  governments,  and  to  the  tone  and  language 
of  the  president’s  message  on  that  part  of  our  for- 
eign relations. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  which 
occupied  more  than  three  hours,  was  repeatedly  call- 
ed to  order,  especially  when  adverting,  in  his  open- 
ing remarks,  to  the  conduct  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  as  avowed  in  a late  publication  by 
a number  of  the  members  of  that  committee.  The 
discussion  excited  a good  deal  of  interest  for  some 
time,  but  was  so  much  protracted  that  when  the 
question  of  reference  came  to  be  taken,  between  4 
and  5 o’clock,  there  were  no  quorum  present;  so  the 
matter  lies  over  until  another  day. 

Previously  to  the  debate  above  referred  to,  and 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  journal — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and,  by 

permission  of  the  house,  ai<ueu  cuai  ne  nau  seen  me 

Washington  correspondence  in  one  of  the  public 
papers,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  from  which 
he  quoted  the  following  paragraph: 

“As  soon  as  this  end  had  been  accomplished, 
[meaning  the  adjournment  upon  Mr.Slade’s  speech] 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  invited  the  whole 
southern  delegation  to  meet  in  the"  committee  room 
of  the  committee  of  claims,  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  the  emergency — to  take  all  necessary 
steps  towards  a dissolution  of  the  union.  Such  was 
not  the  tenor  of  his  language,  but  such  was  its  sub- 
stance.” 

Mr.  Campbell  then  said,  in  substance,  that  if  he 
alone  were  interested,  he  certainly  would  not  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  misrepresen- 
tations of  an  irresponsible  letter-writer;  but  that,  by 
request,  and  in  justice  to  those  with  whom  he  had 
acted  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  he  would  state, 
that,  in  the  invitation  extended  by  him  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  slave-holding  interest,  he  had  act- 
ed as  one  of  a committee  appointed  by  a meeting 
then  being  held  in  the  District  committee  room, 
composed  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  himself;  and  that,  in  the  invitation  which, 
as  one  of  the  committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
he  had  extended  to  his  colleagues,  no  reference  was 
made,  either  uirortly  or  indirectly,  to  a dissolution 
of  the  union. 

Mr.  C.  also  stated,  that  the  result  of  the  meeting 
was  well  known,  and  that  every  candid  man  must 
acknowledge  that  the  course  adopted  was  calcu- 
lated to  allay  rather  than  to  increase  excitement. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  27.  A message  was  laid  before 
the  house,  by  the  speaker,  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  the  9th  of  October  last,  in  relation  to  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Columbia  river. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
14th  of  October  last,  as  to  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a navy  yard  for  sloops  of  war,  &c.  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  Carolina. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  March, 
1836,  relative  to  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  militia  services  and  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  original  amount  of  these  claims  was  $843,349 
60,  which,  by  a payment  of  $11,000  in  1817,  and  one 


of  $419,748  26  in  1831,  was  reduced  to  $412,601 
34,  w'hich  is  still  claimed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word,  enclosing 
credentials  of  their  election  as  representatives  from 
Mississippi,  signed  by  the  governor  of  that  state; 
which  communication,  with  the  certificates  of  the 
governor,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  N. 
Carolina,  read. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York,  moved  their  re- 
ference to  the  committee  on  elections. 

Mr.  Bell  alluded  to  the  novelty  of  the  present  case, 
and  some  of  the  difficulties  which  it  presented,  by 
reason  of  there  having  been  no  precedents  for  the 
guidance  of  the  house  in  relation  to  it.  It  was  a 
new  case.  And  he  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  the  re- 
presentative from  Arkansas,  (Mr.  Yell,)  who  w'as 
a member  of  the  house  at  tile  late  special  session, 
inHpr  nrpcisejy  the  -y-en mstances  as  the  sit- 

ing members  Irom  Mississippi  were,  had  come  this 
session  with  new  credentials,  and  had  been  qualifi- 
ed, and  had  taken  his  seat.  Mr.  Bell  thought  the 
house  should  take  some  order  in  this  case,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  its  proceedings  con- 
sistent and  uniform. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  explained  that  there  had  been  a I 
contest  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
and  in  the  case  before  the  house  there  had  been 
none.  Such  cases,  he  contended,  were  uniformly 
referred  to  the  committee  on  elections.  He  was  for 
having  a report  on  the  case  from  that  committee. 

Mr.  Yell  stated  the  facts  connected  with  his  elec- 
tion and  re-election,  and  said  that,  though  he  should 
have  considered  himself  entitled  to  a seat,  under  the 
election  for  the  special  session,  for  the  whole  con- 
gress, yet,  had  he  been  defeated  in  the  late  contest, 
he  should  have  resigned  his  seat.  He  contended 
that  the  present  case  was  materially  different  from 
his  own. 

Here  Mr.  Graves  suggested  that  the  claimants 
for  seats  be  admitted  to  privileged  seats  on  the  floor, 
as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  during  the  debates  on 
their  case. 

Mr.  Yell  objected  to  their  being  sworn. 

Mr.  Graves  offered  a resolution  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  he  had  just  made,  and 

The  chair  sta^ed  the  question  as  being  whether  the 
claimants  should  be  admitted  to  the  floor  during  the 
discussion  of  the  pending  motion  to  refer,  with  per- 
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llicil  discussion. 


Mr.  Pope  was  opposed  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the  claimants 
to  the  committee  on  elections.  He  also  thought 
his  colleague’s  (Mr.  Grave’s)  motion  was  prema- 
ture. This  was  not  an  ordinary  case.  The  people 
of  Mississippi  send  two  members,  with  the  proper 
credentials,  to  this  body;  and  the  only  question  pre- 
sented is  one  for  the  House,  not  the  committee  on 
elections,  to  settle.  It  is  a legal  and  constitutional 
one;  a question  of  construction,  not  of  facts.  If 
any  reference  were  to  be  made,  he  preferred  a se- 
lect committee,  composed  of  a majority  of  members 
favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  But 
there  could  be  no  propriety  in  referring  it  to  the 
same  committee  who  have  already  adjudged  the  case. 
Disguise  itas  you  will,  (said  Mr.  Pope,)  it  is  a ques- 
tion whether  the  people  of  Mississippi,  or  the  mem- 
bers of  this  house,  shall  choose  representatives  for 
that  state  upon  this  floor.  He  moved  to  strike  out 
“committee  on  elections,”  and  insert  in  the  motion 
of  reference  “a  select  committee.” 

Mr.  Haynes  said  that  neither  himself,  nor,  as  he 
supposed,  did  any  other  member  of  this  house,  ob- 
ject to  admitting  these  gentlemen  to  seats  on  this 
floor,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  what  might  be  said, 
and  participating  in  the  debate  that  might  grow  out 
of  the  questions  which  their  alleged  return  as  mem- 
bers of  that  house  might  bring  up.  It  had  always 
been  usually  to  extend  that  courtesy  to  persons 
claiming  seates  tnere.  But,  he  helieved,  that  if  the 
journals  of  the  house  touching  any  and  every  con- 
tested election,  from  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent government  to  the  present  time,  should  be  ex- 
amined, it  would  be  found  that  in  no  instances  had 
such  courtesy  been  extended  to  claimants  to  seats 
here  until  after  a reference  to,  and  a report  from, 
the  committee  on  elections.  He,  therefore,  consid- 
ered the  resolution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Graves)  entirely  premature.  It 
would  be  reversing  what  Mr.  H.  believed  to  have 
been  the  uniforn  practice  of  the  house  in  all  similar 
cases.  Surely,  every  gentleman  must  recollect  the 
course  pursued  by  the  house  two  years  ago,  on  the 
contested  election  from  North  Carolina.  The  claim- 
ant, in  that  instance,  was  not  permitted  to  come 
within  the  hall,  or  participate  in  the  discussions  of 
the  house,  until  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
elections  had  been  brought  in.  What  an  intermi- 
nable discussion  might  grow  out  of  the  adoption  of 
thb  resolution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky?  They  had  nothing  definite  to  act  upon, 


nor  could  have,  until  the  subject  had  been  referred 
to  the  properly  constituted  committee  of  the  house, 
and  that  committee  had  brought  in  their  report 
upon  it. 

A word  or  two  in  reply  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.)  Mr.  H.  could 
not,  for  the  life  of  him,  help  recurring  to  an  analo- 
gy forcibly  presented  to  his  mind  by  the  course 
proposed  by  the  member  from  Tennessee — the  anal- 
ogy to  the  case  of  an  individual  who  had  been  tried 
and  acquitted,  and  afterwards  called  up  to  suffer 
judgment  and  execution,  because  another  individu- 
al had  suffered  judgment  to  go  against  him  by  de- 
fault. 

Mr.  Hamer  answered  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Pope, 
and  contended  that,  if  the  committee  on  elections 
were  incompetent,  by  reason  of  having  decided 
the  question  once,  so  was  the  house,  which  had 
also  decided  it  solemnly 

in.  .craves  again  insisted  on  the  right  ofthe,claim- 
ants  to  be  present  at  this  preliminary  discussion  of 
the  reference. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  went  somewhat  at  length  into  a 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Hamer,  and  others, 
against  the  proposed  amendment.  He  contended 
that  this  was  a more  important  question  than  that 
raised  by  the  petition  of  ordinary  claimants.  It 
was  one  affecting  the  constitution  of  the  representa- 
tion of  the  country,  and  so  entitled  to  peculiar  con- 
sideration. It  was  one,  too,  upon  which  the  claim- 
ants, unlike  ordinary  petitioners,  had  to  encounter 
antagonists  on  that  floor,  and  were  therefore  enti- 
tled to  be  heard  there.  He  said  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ha- 
mer, that  the  house  had  not  decided  upon  the  claims 
of  these  petitioners.  All  the  facts,  before  known, 
have  been  spread  before  the  house  by  the  commit- 
tee on  elections,  in  their  report  at  the  special  ses- 
sion— all  the  new  facts  are  equally  clear  and  well 
known,  and  it  was  for  the  house  to  decide  upon 
them.  As  an  objection  to  the  proposed  reference, 
Mr.  T.  urged  the  consideration,  that  the  committee 
on  elections  must  either  dislodge  all  their  pievious 
impressions  of  the  case  from  their  minds — always 
an  unpleasant  task — or  else  must  go  into  an  argu- 
ment to  maintain  those  opinions  and  impressions. 
This  would  be  more  easily  done,  he  contended,  by 
another  committee. 

Mr.  Graves  here  suggested  again  that  this  very 
argument  ought  to  be  listened  to.  ami  joined  In  by 
tne  claimants. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  agreed,  and  only  added  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  referring  the  case  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  or  a select  committee. 

Mr.  Thompson  claimed  the  admission  of  the  claim- 
ants to  seats  upon  the  floor  as  a matter  of  right, 
no  less  than  courtesy  and  usage. 

Mr.  Claiborne  recapitulated  the  circumstances  of 
the  election  in  Mississippi;  said  Bthat  he  and  his 
colleague  considered  the  question  of  their  right  to 
occupy  seats  on  that  floor  as  an  adjudicated  one  by 
the  decision  of  the  house;  they  had  made  no  new 
canvass  at  home;  the  claimants  had,  and  had  con- 
ducted it  honorably  and  generously.  He  was  in 
favor  of  their  taking  seats  on  the  floor  during  this 
discussion. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Graves. 

Mr.  Reed  thought  that  this  case  was  so  peculiar 
as  to  entitle  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  to  special  consi- 
deration. The  people  of  Mississippi  had  sent  the 
claimants  there  with  proper  credentials,  and  the 
people  of  that  state  had  a claim  to  the  considera- 
tion of  their  claims  to  be  represented  as  they 
choose.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  claimants  being 
admitted  to  privileged  seats  during  the  pending  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Boon  said  that  the  proposed  reference  to  the 
committee  on  electiono  was  the  only  proper  course 
to  be  adopted.  He  contended  that  the  people  of 
Mississippi  had  been  heard  on  this  subject,  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  and  that  a decision  had 
then  been  given  upon  the  case.  As  to  the  objec- 
tions raised  to  the  proposed  reference,  the  same  ob- 
jection lay  against  the  competency  of  the  house  to 
decide  the  matter. 

Mr.  Bell  contended  that  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi had  not  yet  been  heard  on  the  present  issue. 
The  former  proceeding  of  the  honse  was  ex  parte. 
The  whole  case  was  not  known.  It  is  in  no  sense 
a case  adjudged.  This  was  a peculiar  case,  and  it 
was  particularly  proper  that  the  claimants  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  all  arguments 
upon  the  merits  of  their  case,  especially  such  as 
should  fall  from  the  gentlemen  sitting. 

Here  Mr.  Claiborne  remarked  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  motion  of  Mr.  Graves,  and  should  say 
no  more  in  connection  with  the  subject.  He  had  said 
all  he  had  to  say.  His  colleague  was  confined  at 
home  by  severe  illness. 

Mr.  Foster  objected  to  the  proposition  to  give 
the  claimants  the  privilege  of  mingling  in  the  de- 
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bates  until  sworn  constitutionally.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a compromise  of  the  dignity  of  the  body  to 
permit  it.  He  considered  the  two  questions,  involv- 
ed in  this  case,  whether  the  members  sitting  were 
elected  at  all,  legally  and  constitutionally,  or,  if 
elected  at  all,  were  entitled  to  their  seats  only  du- 
ring the  special  session,  to  have  been  already  ad- 
judicated by  the  house;  and  he  denied  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  house,  in  relation  to  this  case,  had  been 
ex  parte. 

During  his  remarks,  Mr.  Foster  was  called  to  or- 
der by  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Graves,  but,  in  both 
instances,  the  chair  decided  that  Mr.  F.  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  Everett  was  for  adhering  to  the  usual  course 
of  proceeding  in  similar  cases,  and  instanced  thal 
of  Graham  and  Newland,to  which  he  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  He  was  in  favor  of  commit- 
ting the  memorial  to  tne  committee  on  elections 
and  of  having  the  subject  pres.-mion  a tangible 
form,  by  a report.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Graves’s 
resolution,  but  thought  it  premature. 

Mr.  Graves  explained;  and,  after  some  immate- 
rial conversation,  modified  his  proposition  verbally. 

Mr.  Legare  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  ad- 
hering to  the  usage  of  the  house  in  such  cases,  and 
was  going  into  the  merits  of  the  question  now  pro- 
posed to  be  referred,  when  upon  suggestions  from 
the  chair  and  some  member  of  the  house,  he  sat 
down,  merely  asserting  that  he  was  willing  the 
claimants  should  be  heard,  as  at  the  bar  of  the 
house. 

Messrs.  Dawson,  Briggs,  Thompson,  Underwood, 
and  others  made  some  incidental  remarks;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clowney,  the  preliminary  ques- 
tion raised  by  Mr.  Graves,  (Mr.  Chambers  calling 
of  the  yeas  and  nays,)  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a 
vote  of  90  to  87. 

The  question  recurring  upon  Mr.  Cambreleng’s 
motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  elections, 

Mr.  Underwood  proposed  a reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  with  instructions  to  consider 
the  former  reports  and  documents,  and  the  new 
facts  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  his  proposition,  the  chair  apprizing 
him  that  such  a motion  carries  with  it  the  whole 
subject. 

Mr:  Under uuuvd  (by  roquoct)  -withdrew  bia  rnn- 

tion,  and  that  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  prevailed. 

The  memorial  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  an4  referred  to  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions. 

On  motion,  the  house  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  2S.  After  the  usual  morning  bu- 
siness, which  shall  be  noticed  in  sufficient  detail  in 
our  next,  Mr.  Haynes  asked  the  house  to  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
reference  to  the  commitment  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage. Objections  being  made  from  dilferent  quar- 
ters, Mr.  H.  did  not  insist  on  his  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  the  question  of  refer- 
ence of  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Adams,  on 
Tuesday  last,  from  the  New  York  Peace  society, 
in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  our  dilferences  with 
Mexico.  After  considerable  discussion,  and  a va- 
riety of  motions,  a full  account  of  which  shall  be 
inserted  hereafter,  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  was  carried — 
yeas  117,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  that  the  memorial  be  print- 
ed, but  objection  having  been  made,  the  chair  ob- 
served that  the  motion  to  print  was  not  made  in  or- 
der, unless  by  the  consent  of  the  house,  as  the  me- 
morial had  been  placed  out  of  the  hands  of  that 
body. 

Several  resolutions  were  submitted,  and  some  un- 
important business  transacted,  after  which  the  house 
adjou  rned. 

Friday,  Dec.  29.  The  entire  sitting  was  occupi- 
ed in  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials; 
all  of  which  of  general  interest,  shall  be  noticed  in 
our  next.  When  the  house  adjourned,  it  adjourned 
till  Tuesday  next. 


MR.  CALHOUN  AND  THE  SUB-TREASU- 
RY SCHEME. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  the  23  d inst. 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1837. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  On  my  way  to  this 
place,  I saw,  for  the  first  time,  at  Petersburg,  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  Intelligencer  of  that  place,  the  follow- 
ing article,  which  I would  be  obliged  to  you  to  in- 
sert in  your  paper  to-morrow,  or  next  day,  with  my 
remarks,  that  follow.  With  respect, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  late  summerset,  it  would  seem, 
was  as  sudden  as  it  was  unexpected.  We  invite 
attention  to  the  following  apparently  well-authen- 
ticated facts,  which  we  find  narrated  in  the  last 
Salisbury  (N.  C.)  Watchman. — [Lynch.  Virginian. 


"We  made  some  remarks  not  long  since  on  the 
awkward  predicament  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun  had 
placed  many  of  his  admirers  by  the  sub-treasury 
scheme.  There  are  many  gentlemen  who  say 
they  heard  Mr.  Calhoun  denounce  that  scheme  as 
he  went  on  to  Washington  city  last  August.  At 
Charlotte,  in  particular,  the  judge  then  holding  the 
superior  court,  with  several  gentlemen  of  the  bar, 
also  a number  of  intelligent  citizens  of  Charlotte, 
called  on  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  they  concur  in  saying 
that  he  then  disapproved  of  the  sub-treasury  plan: 
that  he  spoke  freely  and  unreservedly  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  at  considerable  length.  These  gentlemen 
had  mentioned  Mr.  Calhoun’s  conversation  before 
his  change  of  opinion  was  ever  spoken  of,  and 
when  that  was  first  suggested,  some  of  his  friends 
denied  the  fad,  ana  adverted  to  this  interview’  to 
disprove  what  was  then  regarded  as  a most  pitiful 

“But  this  is  not  the  only  sudden  turn  over  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s.  His  vote  lo  withhold  the  4th  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue  from  the  states  was 
more  pointedly  inconsistent  with  his  recent  opin- 
ions. On  the  same  trip  to  Washington,  in  compa- 
ny with  several  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, he  deprecated  the  proposal  in  the  most 
emphatic  terms,  and  declared  that  the  opposition 
ought  to  insist  on  the  execution  of  the  deposite 
law,  if  we  had  to  lake  the  money  in  rags.  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  of  our  own  state,  heard  him  make  this 
declaration  frequently,  and  if  any  one  doubts  it,  he 
can  not  only  get  the  testimony  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  that  of  several  private  individuals,  who  are 
near  at  hand,  but  who  are  averse  to  have  their 
names  drawn  into  a political  controversy  unless  it 
be  necessary.  So  that  Mr.  Calhoun  has  not  only 
placed  his  friends  in  an  awkward  predicament,  but 
himself  in  a still  more  awkward  one.” 

It  has  been  a rule  with  me,  from  which  I have 
rarely  departed,  to  pass  in  silence  the  misrepresen- 
tations to  which  I have  been  subject,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duties;  leaving  it  to  my  after 
conduct  to  stamp  the  charge  of  falsehood  on  them. 
The  above  I regard  as  forming  an  exception  to  the 
rule.  The  reference  to  time,  place,  and  persons, 
and  its  obvious  intention  to  impeach  my  motives  in 
the  part  I took  at  the  late  extra  session,  make  it 
neapwary  that  T should  notice  it.  Silence  might 
imply  an  acquiescence  in  its  truth. 

I am  charged  with  holding  conversation  on  my 
way  to  Washington,  inconsistent  with  my  course 
in  relation  to  the  currency  and  the  fourth  instal- 
ment under  the  deposite  act,  with  the  express  view 
of  fixing  on  me  a change  of  opinion  after  my  arri 
val  here,  with  all  the  imputations  to  which  a sud- 
den change  would  justly  expose  me.  I repel  the 
charge  directly  and  fully.  I never  uttered  a sen- 
tence on  my  way  here,  or  at  any  time,  inconsistent 
with  my  course  in  relation  to  either  subjects. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  my  course  may  be  com- 
prised under  the  four  heads:  opposition  to  a nation- 
al bank;  opposition  to  a re-union  with  the  state 
banks;  support  of  a total  separation  of  state  and 
banks,  and  the  support  of  a re-orga*nization  of  the 
treasury  department,  so  as  to  enable  it  lo  perform 
the  duties  which  the  separation  necessarily  devolv- 
ed on  it,  or  what  is  usually  called  the  sub-treasury. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  remember  or  to  repeat, 
all  that  I said  at  Charlotte.  I arrived  there  in  the 
stage  late  in  the  evening,  and  many  of  the  respect- 
able citizens  called  on  me.  The  conversation  was 
free,  arid  turned  on  the  subjects  for  which  it  was 
supposed  congress  was  called.  But  I do  know, 
that  I could  not  have  said  any  thing,  fairly  under- 
stood, inconsistent  with  my  course  on  the  curren- 
cy. I had  made  up  my  mind  unchangeably  before 
I left  home,  against  a national  bank,  and  a rp-nnion 
with  the  state  banks,  and  for  a separation  of  go- 
vernment and  banks,  and,  of  course,  the  re-organi- 
zation of  the  treasury,  or  the  sub-treasury,  as  se- 
veral of  rny  friends  know,  and,  among  others,  Mr. 
McDuffie,  w’ho  will  excuse  me  for  using  his  name 
to  put  down  all  cavil,  where  so  much  industry  has 
been  employed  to  misrepresent  me.  Having  made 
up  my  mind  thus  far,  in  conformity  to  principles 
long  entertained  and  publicly  expressed  irt  debate 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  it  is  impossible 
that  I could  have  been  guilty  of  the  folly  or  profli- 
gacy of  saying  anything  to  the  contrary,  and  which 
I should  be  compelled  to  contradict  by  my  acts  in  a 
short  time. 

As  to  my  alleged  denunciation  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ry, I have  only  to  say,  that  I have  always  regarded 
it  merely  as  the  consequence  of  the  separation  of  the 
government  and  the  banks — a mere  question  of  de- 
tail, the  merit  or  demerit  of  which  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  particular  plan  proposed;  and,  as  such, 
have  attributed  but  little  importance  to  it,  either  in 
debate  or  conversation. 

I had  no  conception,  in  conversing  freely  with 


gentlemen  who  sought  my  opinion,  that  what  I said 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  newspaper  remarks; 
but  since  it  has,  1 release  alt  present,  as  far  as  I am 
concerned,  from  the  implied  obligations,  which  regu- 
late the  law's  of  social  intercourse  in  such  cases 
among  gentlemen,  and  without  the  observance  of 
which  conversation  must  lose  all  its  freedom  and 
pleasure.  They  have  my  full  assent  to  state  all  I 
said;  not  a word  of  which,  if  fairly  understood, 
will  be  found  in  conflict  with  my  course. 

I repel  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  as  to  the 
fourth  instalment,  with  equal  directness  and  full- 
ness. It  turned  out  that  there  was  no  available 
surplus  in  the  treasury;  and  that,  instead  of  depo- 
siting money  with  the  states,  we  had  to  borrow’  to 
meet  the  current  expenses.  The  alternative  pre- 
sented in  the  senate  was  between  the  postponement 
of  the  fourth  instalment  or  borrowing  money  to 
— "be  ’ho  Hpnnsitp  T voted  for  the  former,  and 
could  not  have  done  otherwise,  wunout  a °ross 
contradiction  of  all  my  principles,  and  the  vvhule 
of  my  past  course  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

But  it  seems  that  gen.  Thompson,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  A.  H.  Shepperd,  of  North  Carolina, 
are  relied  on  to  make  out  this  charge.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  say  how  far  they  have  authorized  their  names 
to  be  used  on  the  occasion.  They  can  speak  for 
themselves,  if  they  should  think  proper,  and  they 
are  hereby  released  from  every  obligation,  so  far  as 
I am  concerned,  that  might  impose  silence,  and  are 
at  liberty  to  state  all  I said  on  this  or  anjT  other 
subject.  I have  no  apprehension  that  either  will 
assert  that,  in  voting  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment rather  than  to  borrow  money  to  meet  it,  I 
acted  inconsistently  with  any  thing  I said.  Had 
there  been  an  available  surplus  beyond  the  proba- 
ble expenses  of  the  government,  I would  have  been 
among  the  foremost  to  insist  on  the  deposite,  but 
as  there  w’as  none,  I would  be  the  last  to  borrow  for 
that  purpose. 

As  an  act  of  justice,  I must  request  the  editors 
who  have  republished  the  article  to  publish  these 
remarks.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  25 th  inst. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  In  your  paper  of 
this  morning  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun  animadverts 
on  an  article  first  published  in  the  Watchman  of 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  in  which  my  name,  that 
or  gen.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Uatnovn's  are  mention- 
ed. As  I understood  the  publication,  both  the  edi- 
tor and  Mr.  Calhoun  used  my  name  as  connected 
with  that  portion  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  conversation 
which  is  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  withholding  the  fourth  instalment,  under  the 
deposite  act  of  .1836,  and  it  is  in  reference  to  this 
alone  I suppose  that  Mr.  Calhoun  uses  the  follow- 
ing expressions:  “But  it  seems  that  gen.  Thomp- 
son, of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  A. FI.  Shepperd,  of 
North  Carolina,  are  relied  on  to  make  out  this 
charge.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  far  they  have 
authorized  their  names  to  be  used  on  the  occasion. 
They  can  speak  for  themselves,  if  they  should 
think  proper,  and  they  are  hereby  released  from 
every  obligation,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  that 
might  impose  silence,  and  are  at  liberty  to  state 
what  I said  on  this  or  any  other  occasion.”  A con- 
versation which  I held  with  Mr.  Calhoun  a few 
days  since  might  have  enabled  him  to  say  how  far 
I had  authorized  my  name  to  be  used  on  the  occa- 
sion. I then  informed  him  that  I had  given  no  au- 
thority for  the  publication,  but  that  I supposed  the 
newspaper  statement  was  made  from  wtiat  I had 
some  time  since  said  to  the  editor  touching  the 
matter  of  his  publication;  that  I had  written  to  the 
editor,  complaining  of  this  unexpected  use  of  my 
name,  and  regretting  the  publication 

The  statement  of  the  conversation,  however,  as 
contained  in  the  Watchman,  is,  according  to  my 
recollection,  (sustained  by  that  of  gen.  Thompson, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  gen.  Carter,  of  Tennessee), 
substantially  correct. 

In  a conversation  upon  the  subject  of  the  repeal 
or  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment,  Mr. 
Calhoun  said,  we  must  hold  on  to  it;  we  must  have 
the  money  if  we  have  to  take  it  in  bank  rags. 

How  far  this  conversation  is  inconsistent  with 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  subsequent  course  is  not  for  me  to 
inquire  or  determine.  In  speaking  of  this  stage 
conversation,  which  occurred  between  public  men, 
on  a subject  of  great  public  interest,  and  which 
they  were  then  going  to  consider,  I am  wholly  un- 
conscious of  violating  any  rule  of  propriety  de- 
signed to  regulate  our  social  intercourse,  especially 
as  it  has  never  been  my  purpose  or  intention  to 
question  the  purity  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  motives  of 
action  on  this  subject,  but  rather  to  express  my  re- 
gret and  surprise  at  the  course  which  he  has  felt 
himself  bound  to  pursue,  and  which  I was  not  pre- 
pared to  anticipate.  Under  the  impulse  of  this 
feeling,  I was  induced,  at  the  moment  of  Mr.  Cal- 
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houu’s  remarks  in  1'avor  of  postponing  the  fourth 
instalment,  to  mention  to  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  the  substance  of  this  conversation. 

1 doubt  not  that  he  recollects  it. 

A.  H.  SHEPPERD. 

December  23,  1837. 

In  an  article  from  the  hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  in  the 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  Mr.  Calhoun  says: 
“But  it  seems  that  general  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, are  relied  on  to  make  out  the  charge.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  say  how  far  they  have  authorized 
their  names  to  be  used  on  the  occasion.  They  can 
speak  for  themselves  if  they  should  think  proper, 
and  they  are  hereby  released  from  every  obligation, 
so  far  as  I am  concerned,  that  might  impose  si- 
lence unit  me  ai  liueriy  iu  siaic  .viral  x said  Oil  tills 
or  any  other  occasion. 

Ttie  doubt  which  this  passage  may  be  construed 
to  intimate,  as  to  my  lending  my  name  to  the  pub- 
lication of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  conversation,  I have  rea- 
son to  believe  does  not  exist  in  Ihe  mind  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  as  he  had  been  informed  how  the  matter 
found  its  way  into  the  North  Carolina  newspaper 
in  which  it  first  appeared.  If  he  had  entertained 
any  such  doubts,  they  would  have  been  removed  by 
a direct  application  to  me. 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Shepperd  shows  that  I 
had  not  the  slightest  agency,  direct  or  indirect,  in 
the  matter.  But  my  name  having  been  used  both 
by  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Shepperd,  and  being  di- 
rectly called  on  by  the  latter,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  say  that  my  recollection  of  the  conversation 
entirely  coincides  with  that  of  Mr.  Shepperd. 

. W.  THOMPSON,  Jii. 

December  23,  1837. 

Washington , 23d  Dec.  1837. 

Sir:  I have  read  the  statement  which  you  sub- 
mitted to  me  of  a conversation,  in  which  Air.  Cal- 
houn participated,  and  which  occurred  on  our  way 
from  Greensborougb,  N.  C.  to  this  place,  to  attend 
the  extra  session  of  congress.  And  in  conformity 
with  your  request  that  I should  state  whether  the 
remarks  therein  attributed  to  Air.  Calhoun,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment,  corres- 
pond with  my  recollection  of  them,  I have  to  oaj 
that  they  do  in  every  essential  particular. 

In  this  I have  the  more  confidence,  because  we 
conversed  of  it  shortly  afterwards;  and  because, 
when  I learned,  after  the  meeting  of  congress,  that 
Air.  Calhoun  had  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a 
repeal  of  that  instalment,  I was  surprised,  and  so 
expressed  myself  to  you  and  others.  I am,  re- 
spectfully, &c.  W.  B.  CARTER. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shepperd. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  2 6th  inst. 

Washington,  December  26,  1837. 

Messrs.  Gales  &.  Seaton:  The  statement  of 
Air.  Shepperd,  gen.  Thompson,  and  gen.  Carter, 
render  few  remarks  necessary  on  my  part. 

In  referring  to  the  two  former,  in  my  former  com- 
munication, 1 did  not  suppose  that  either  of  them 
had  authorized  the  article  which  called  forth  my 
former  remarks;  nor  had  I any  intention  to  wound 
their  feelings.  My  object  was  to  bring  out  ail  the 
facts,  with  the  view  to  put  down  effectually  the 
slanderous  charge  of  inconsistency  in  reference  to 
my  course  on  the  fourth  instalment  at  the  extra 
session,  with  the  vile  insinuations  as  to  my  motive. 

We  have  now  a full  statement  of  the  conversa- 
tion, according  to  the  recollection  of  those  present, 
and  it  turns  out,  as  I felt  confident  it  would,  that 
“in  voting  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment,  rather 
than  borrow  the  money  to  meet  it,”  I did  not  act 
inconsistently  with  any  thing  I had  said.  The  al- 
ternative on  which  I acted  was  a contingency  not 
contemplated  in  the  conversation,  and  on  which,  of 
course,  it  did  not  turn.  As  to  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, I was  then,  am  now,  and  ever  have  been,  in 
favor  of  executing  the  act,  according  to  its  true  in- 
tent and  purpose.  We  all  know  its  object  was  to 
get  clear  of  an  unavoidable  surplus , by  depositing  it 
with  the  states,  with  the  double  view  of  withdraw- 
ing it  from  the  immediate  control  of  the  executive, 
and  the  deposite  banks,  where  it  was  believed  to  be 
a dangerous  source  of  patronage  and  corruption, 
and  placing  it  in  a deposite  safer  than  those  banks: 
and  i stand  prepared  to  execute  the  act  to  the  full, 
as  far  as  my  vote  may  go,  whenever  there  is  an 
available  surplus  beyond  the  probable  expenditure 
of  the  government,  which  the  states  will  receive, 
whether  it  be  cash  or  paper.  Several  of  rny  friends 
ia  congress  know  that  such  were  my  views  at  the 
extra  session,  and  that  there  were  none  more  soli- 
citous than  myself  to  carry  out  the  act,  according 
to  my  conception  of  its  true  intent  and  object.  But 
further  I could  not  go.  I shall  never  agree  to  raise 
money  by  loan  or  taxes,  to  make  a surplus  to  be 


deposited  with  the  states;  and  this  was  the  ground 
I took  in  debate  on  the  postponement  of  the  fourth 
instalment.  Such  a course  would,  indeed,  have  been 
inconsistent  in  me,  abhorrent  to  every  thing  I have 
ever  done  or  said  in  reference  to  the  subject;  and 
rather  than  raise  a cent  by  taxing  or  borrow ing,  to 
be  deposited,  I would  not  have  hesitated  a moment 
to  obliterate  the  act  from  the  statute  book.  To  do 
either,  would  be  a gross  and  dangerous  perversion 
of  the  act,  and  resist  its  execution. 

In  my  former  remarks,  I neither  affirmed  nor  de- 
nied the  truth  of  the  statement  as  to  the  alleged 
conversation,  and  confined  myself  simply  to  repel- 
ling the  charge  of  inconsistency  between  what  1 
may  have  said  and  did;  because  I had  a very  indis- 
tinct recollection  of  the  conversation.  I had  an 
impression  of  having  conversed  on  the  subject  on 
my  way  nere,  Dut  whether  it  was  in  the  °tago,  or 
on  the  steamboat,  or  in  some  public  house,  or  with 
whom,  or  what  I said,  I had  no  recollection;  but  of 
one  thing  I was  perfectly  confident,  that  I could 
not  have  said  any  thing,  fairly  understood,  incon- 
sistent with  what  I did,  as  that  rested  on  fixed  prin- 
ciples, long  established  in  my  mind,  and  on  which 
I stand  openly  committed  in  report  and  debate.  I 
complain  not,  but  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that 
casual  conversations,  which  are  so  easy  to  be  mis- 
understood, should  find  their  way  into  public  jour- 
nals. It  places  those  in  public  life  in  an  awkward 
situation.  If  they  are  reserved,  they  expose  them- 
selves to  the  imputation  of  improper  motives,  and 
if  they  converse  freely  they  are  liable  to  be  misre- 
presented. 

I ask,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that  those  who  may 
publish  the  statements  to  which  this  refers,  should 
publish  this  also.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  papers  that  com- 
modore Downs  and  captain  Shubrick  have  been  spo- 
ken of  as  likely  to  have  command  of  the  expedition. 
It  is  also  stated  that  the  sloop  of  war  Peacock  will 
be  substituted  lor  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  that 
only  one  small  vessel  will  accompany  her  on  the 
expedition. 

The  following  letter  is  from  commodore  Jones  to 
captain  Armstrong , on  his  retiring  from  the  com- 

ni and.  oi‘  tho  cquadron. 

New  Prospect  Hill,  Va.  Dec.  8,  1837. 

To  James  Armstrong , esq. 

Commander  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian: 

My  dear  sir.  The  state  of  my  health  at  the 
time  of  my  departure  from  New  York,  prevented 
me  from  personally  taking  leave  of  the  officers 
and  men  comprising  the  crews  of  the  several  ves- 
sels of  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  ex- 
pidition. 

The  seemingly  unceremonious  hauling  down  of 
the  insignia  of  my  command,  which  I am  informed 
took  place  at  meridian  on  the  5th  inst.  apprised  you 
of  an  event,  which  I was  not  myself  informed  of  till 
the  receipt,  a few  moments  since,  of  a communica- 
tion from  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy, 
bearing  date  Washington,  December  the  6th. 

The  ties  which  connected  me  with  those  under 
my  late  command  being  thus  suddenly  severed, 
both  as  regards  time  and  circumstances,  leave  me 
no  opportunity  of  officially  addressing  them;  but  I 
should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  and  injus- 
tice to  those  who  have  won  my  esteem  and  highest 
approbation  by  their  zealous  and  devoted  services, 
if  I should  part  from  them  in  silence  and  without 
attempting  at  least  to  express  some  of  those  emotions 
which  such  an  event  is  calculated  to  inspire. 

We  all  embarked,  my  dear  sir,  in  a noble  under- 
taking, "no,  worthy  of  the  republic,  and  in  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  which  we  might  have  indulg- 
ed the  surest  hopes  of  winning  reputation  for  our- 
selves, and  imperishable  honor  for  our  country. 
The  congress  of  the  union,  responsive  to  the  will 
of  their  constituents,  with  a liberality  which  has  re- 
ceived the  applause  of  the  world,  long  since  appro- 
priated the  means  to  carry  into  effect  our  first  great 
national  enterprize,  upon  a scale  commensurate 
with  the  great  object  to  be  attained,  but  after  de- 
lays the  most  unprecedented,  embarrassments  the 
most  vexatious,  and  difficulties  hitherto  unknown 
in  any  equipment,  and  in  any  outfit,  the  expedition 
still  lingers  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and 
you  are  still  left  in  doubt  and  uncertainty,  as  well 
to  the  time  of  your  departure,  as  to  the  final  plan 
of  your  voyage,  and  the  duration  and  extent  of  your 
operations. 

It  is  not  meet  that  I should  speak  in  detail  of  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments^  which  have  been 
thrown  in  my  way  in  almost  every  matter  connect- 
ed with  my  command,  or  of  the  cause  from  which 
those  difficulties  and  embarrassments  spring — much 
less,  of  the  circumstances  under  which  1 was  con- 
strained to  abandon  the  expedition.  When  these 
shall  all  be  known,  as  one  day  they  will  be,  I am 


pursuaded  it  will  be  found  that  I have  not  been 
more  jealous  of  my  own  honor  and  professional  re- 
putation than  regardful  of  the  rights,  interests  and 
lame  of  those  over  whom  I was  placed  as  comman- 
der-in-chief. 

I leave  the  expedition  with  spirits  wearied  out  by 
continued  disappointments,  and  with  my  health  se- 
riously impaired  by  the  incessant  arid  extraordinary 
duties  which  have  been  imposed  upon  me — but 
conscious  of  the  purity  of  my  own  motives  and  the 
integrity  of  my  conduct,  I shall  have  nothing  to  re- 
gret, save  the  prostration  of  the  proud  hopes  which 
inspired  me  in  the  undertaking,  and  the  parting 
with  those  who  have  stuck  to  the  cause  through 
good  report  and  through  evil  report;  whom  neither 
the  hope  of  favor  could  seduce,  noi  the  accumu- 
lation of  difficulties  could  drive  from  the  expedi- 
tion; and  upon  whose  zeal  and  devotion  to  their 
duty,  I might  at  all  times  with  such  confidence 
have  relied. 

He  who  shall  be,  or  who  is  already  named  as  my 
successor  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  and  inten- 
tions of  the  constituted  authorities,  may  he  more 
fortunate  in  the  aid  and  countenance  be  may  re- 
ceive from  those  in  authority,  but  he  cannot  be  at- 
tended on  his  voyage  with  hands  more  ready  or 
hearts  more  willing  than  I had  the  honor  to  com- 
mand. 

You,  my  dear  sir,  who  have  been  so  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  all  rny  views  in  reference  to  the  expedition 
who  knew  what  were  my  early  hopes,  and  have 
seen  how  my  fondest  anticipations  have  been  dis- 
appointed, will  appreciate  my  motives  in  writing 
this  letter,  and  will  take  such  means  to  carry  its 
contents  to  the  officers  of  my  late  command,  as  shall 
be  right  and  proper;  accepting  for  yourself  the  as- 
surances of  rny  lasting  esteem,  and  expressing  to 
them  in  my  simple  “farewell”  my  sincerest  wishes 
for  their  happiness,  prosperity,  and  future  fame. 

Very  truly  and  faithfully  yours, 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES. 


SPEECH  OF  WILLIAAI  COST  JONHSON, 
OF  A1ARYLAND, 

On  the  sub-treasury  bill,  entitled  a bill  imposing  additional 
duties,  as  depositaries,  in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers, 
delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  October,  12, 

1837.  ... 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositaries  in 
certain  cases,  on  public  officers,  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

■After  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  addressed  the 
chair,  had  taken  his  seat,  and  had  yielded,  being  ex- 
hausted, to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  of  AIaryland° 

Mr.  Johnson  rose  and  addressed  the  committee  as 
follow's: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I return  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  [governor  Pope]  my  thanks  roryielding 
the  floor  to  me  before  he  has  completed  his  remarks. — 
After  having  spoken  for  four  hours,  his  physical  ener- 
gies have  yielded  before  the  rich  abundance  of  his  mind 
is  exhausted  on  this  interesting  question.  I feel  (said 
Mr.  J.)  how  perilous  my  situation  is  in  attempting  to 
follow  the  learned  and  distinguished  member  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  At  this  late  hour,  too,  when  the 
committee  have  been  so  long  in  session,  I am  strongly 
apprehensive  that  I may  not  compensate  them  for  any 
portion  of  their  attention.  I must  therefore  throw  my- 
self upon  their  magnanimity.  But  before  I enter  upon 
the  subject  under  discussion,  I feel  it  a duty  which  I 
owe  to  myself  and  to  others,  to  give  a passing  notice  to 
an  observation  which  fell  from  the  honorable  member 
who  last  addressed  the  committee. 

The  honorable  member  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
his  observations,  in  substance,  that  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  or  some  of  them,  had  said  that  the  op- 
posilion  had  a few  years  ago  made  charges  against  the 
post-office  department,  and,  among  others,  his  friend, 
the  late  postmaster  general;  and  that  the  administration 
eacriffccd  .tunic  of  the  members  of  that  department  (at 
least  the  chief  clerk)  to  the  avenging  deity  of  the  relent- 
less opposition.  I do  not  for  one  moment  suppose  (said 
Mr.  J.)  that  the  honorable  gentleman  purposed  any  per- 
sonal application  of  his  rein  arks  to  any  particular  member 
of  the  opposition,  but  spoke  of  the  opposition  as  a party. 
But  having  been  a member  of  the  twenty-third  congress, 
when  the  administration  of  the  post-office  department 
was'ntade  a subject  of  special  examination,  and  the  report 
upon  that  examination  was  submitted  to  this  house,  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  take  an  humble  part  in  a debate  in 
this  hall  in  relation  to  the  abuses  committed  in  that  de- 
partment. And  my  name  having  been  thrown  before 
the  public  in  connection  with  that  discussion,  and  with 
a collision  with  the  late  postmaster  general  and  his  son, 
I feel  warranted  in  now  alluding  to  it,  from  what  has 
been  said,  and  in  giving  an  explanation  which  circum- 
stances at  the  time  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  dol 
When  a bill  was  under  discussion  in  this  house,  giv- 
ing, as  I thought,  increased  patronage  to  that  depart- 
lnent,  I took  occasion  to  oppose  its  passage,  and  to  ani- 
madvert upon  the  corruptions  which  were  proved  to 
exist  in  it.  A spirit  of  intimidation  then  still  lingered  in 
this  hall,  and  clearly  manifested  itself,  I thought,  on  the 
night  of  that  discussion;  for,  during  that  session,  a mem- 
ber had  been  waylaid  on  the  street  and  attacked  for 
words  spoken  in  debate;  and  but  shortly  before,  other 
members  had  been  beset  and  assaulted,  I saw,  or 
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thought  I saw,  that  there  were  members  willing  to  place 
themselves  between  the  officers  of  government  and  the 
members  of  this  house  who  wished  to  scrutinize  their 
official  conduct.  I was  soon  left  alone  on  one  side  in 
that  exciting  discussion,  and,  fancying  I saw  its  result 
in  advance,  took  the  distinct  ground,  when  daggers 
were  spoken  but  none  used,  that  I was  willing  and 
ready  to  hold  myself  responsible  to  any  member  of  this 
house,  or  to  any  officer  of  government,  who  might  ima- 
gine himself  aggrieved  by  my  strictures.  That  was  the 
position  I assumed — perhaps  rashly— but  still  it  was  the 
position.  The  next  morning,  in  this  capital,  and  be- 
fore I entered  this  hall,  I received  a laconic  note  from 
the  postmaster  general,  by  a gentleman  whom  I had 
never  seen  before,  but  whose  bearing  convinced  me 
that  he  was  a gentleman.  There  was  no  threat  writ- 
ten in  it,  but,  from  its  peculiar  brevity,  I regarded  it  as 
a threat;  so  did  two  honorable  gentlemen  of  this  house 
to  whom  I submitted  it.  I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
it  a veiy  short  answer.  Soon  after  I received  a chal- 
lenge from  the  son  of  the  postmaster  general — a srcuile- 
man  whom  I have  never  seen  in  my  life.  1 accepted 
it.  By  the  advice,  I apprehend,  of  others,  it  was  with- 
drawn. Rumor  reached  my  ear  that  I was  to  receive 
some  two  or  three  more,  and  was  to  be  caned  by  I 
know  not  how  many.  Under  such  circumstances,  I 
would  neither  explain  nor  authorize  any  friend  to  ex- 
plain in  my  name,  as  an  honorable  friend  in  this  hall 
will  well  remember. 

But  now  that  the  late  postmaster  general  is  no  more, 
and  the  restraining  circumstances  of  the  affair  have 
passed  away,  I embrace  the  opportunity  which  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  have  afforded  me  to, 
say,  in  my  place,  that  I never  designed  to  charge  the 
post-master  general  with  peculation,  though  I was  un- 
willing to  except  him  from  the  charge  (of  which  I had 
proof  enough  to  convince  my  judgment)  that  it  did  ex- 
ist at  that  time  in  the  department.  I deem  it  due  to  my- 
self, due  to  those  whom  he  has  left  behind  him,  his  re- 
lations and  friends — and  the  honorable  member  as  one 
of  those  friends — to  say,  that  I had  no  proof  that  he  was 
corrupt,  nor  do  I believe  that  he  was  a corrupt  man  in 
the  moral  or  legal  sense  of  the  term.  The  most  that  I 
meant  to  say  was,  that  when  corruption  was  proved  to 
exist  in  a department,  the  censure  should  fall  with  the 
heaviest  force  upon  the  head  of  that  department,  if  he 
did  not  suspend  the  guilty  subordinate. 

But  I dismiss  this  subject,  now  and  finally,  and 
will  attempt  to  approach  that  immediately  under  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  when  sir  Walter  Scott 
was  asked  why  it  was  that  he  had  not  written  the  life 
of  the  emperor  Napoleon  in  one  instead  of  three  vo- 
lumes, he  answered,  because  lie  had  not  time!  And 
if  I should  trespass  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the 
committee  a little  longer  than  it  may  think  judicious,  I 
beg  the  committee  to  receive  in  advance,  as  niy  apolo- 
gy, that  I have  not  had  time  to  investigate,  in  all  its 
bearings,  the  important  subject  before  us,  and  to 
arrange  my  reflections  in  perspicuous  brevity,  which  is 
the  best  proof  I know  of  a familiar  knowledge  of  a sub- 
ject. 

Day  and  night  have  we  been  occupied  in  this  hall, 
for  weeks  past,  without  hardly  taking  respite  for  sleep, 
in  investigating  the  important  bills  which  have  been 
crowded  upon  our  attention;  with  not  even  time  to  eat 
with  comfort,  and  with  scarcely  a spare  hour  to  read 
the  budgets  daily  placed  on  tour  desks,  or  to  spend  in 
examining  books  of  knowledge,  or  be  occupied  in  quiet 
reflection. 

The  experienced  debaters,  and  the  learned  members 
of  this  house,  may  easily  surmount  such  obstacles;  but 
the  humble  member  who  claims  your  indulgence  feels 
them  with  the  strongest  and  almost  overpowering  force. 
Notwithstanding  such  embarrassing  considerations,  I 
am  unwilling  to  give  a silent  vote  on  the  bill  before 
the  committee,  but  will  assign,  as  briefly  as  I can,  the 
reasons  why  I shall  give  a negative  voice. 

We  have  been  assembled,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  extra- 
ordinary session,  and  have  already  acted  on  some  most 
extraordinary  bills.  But  the  most  extraordinary  ever 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  this  house,  with  an 
earnest  and  specious  hope  of  being  received  with  favor, 
Is  chc  biU  now  under  debate.  A hill  of  uo  less  a nature, 
in  my  judgment,  than  one  calculated,  if  passed,  to  obli- 
terate some  of  the  brightest  features  in  our  constitution; 
to  annul  in  its  operation  almost  all  the  statutes  which  so 
carefully  guard  the  mode  of  receiving  and  disbursing 
the  public  revenues:  in  one  word,  a bill  to  take  from  the 
representatives  of  the  people  all  supervision  and  control 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  to  place  in  the  executive 
hand,  which  now  has  control  over  the  army  and  the 
navy,  the'appointment  of  an  almost  illimitable  number  of 
public  officers,  and  has  command  of  the  militia  when 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States— to  place  in 
the  same  hand,  to  receive  and  to  pay  out,  without  scarce- 
ly a check  or  restraint,  all  the  public  money  of  the  na- 
tion. 

The  request  from  the  executive  to  be  possessed  of 
such  delicate  and  enormous  power  greatly  surprised 
me;  to  find  the  representatives  of  sovereign  states  tame- 
ly acquiescing,  completely  astonished  me;  to  find  it  ad- 
vocated on  this  floor  by  some  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  who,  under  the  constitution,  are  the  purse- 
creating  and  the  purse-holding  power,  has  awakened 
into  alarm  every  hidden  apprehension  of  my  mind. 

What  proofs  of  superior  knowledge  and  superior  use- 
fulness has  the  executive  given,  to  warrant  a surrender 
of  power  to  its  discretion?  Has  it  shown,  from  the  pru- 
dent exercise  of  powers  delegated  to  it  by  the  constitu- 


tion and  the  laws,  that  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion its  powers  should  be  amplified  and  new  authorities 
delegated?  That,  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  people, 
you  must  abandon  your  trust  and  your  duty,  and  give 
almost  unlimited  discretion  to  the  executive  will?  That 
the  executive  will  better  administer  your  duties  than  the 
conjoint  wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  the  people? — 
Or  does  the  president  even  place  his  request  upon  the 
pretext  that,  by  your  surrendering  into  his  hands  all 
control  over  the  money  of  the  people,  it  will  give  them  re- 
lief in  their  present  distress,  and  equalize  the  exchanges 
and  currency  of  the  country?  Even  this  plausible  ar- 
gument is  not  offered,  but  is  distinctly  repudiated  in  the 
executive  message.  No  argument  of  this  sort  is  offer- 
ed; and  yet  you  are  asked  to  make  the  surrender,  sim- 
ply to  gratify  the  executive  pleasure.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I would  not  care  how  strong  the  reasons  might  be 
that  could  be  assigned;  if  they  were  ten  times  as 
strong  as  any  I could  imagine,  I never  can  be  guilty  of 
violating,  bv  yntin«  for  mtii  <*  ti.o  -.-.'1. ..i- 

mus  and  spirit  of  the  constitution — the  essence  of  every 
republican  constitution  in  every  representative  govern- 
ment. So  far  from  the  executive  exhibiting  superior 
sagacity  and  prudence  in  regulating  the  financial  ope- 
rations of  the  government,  it  has  shown  itself  most  cul- 
pably inefficient  to  discharge  the  duties  required  by  the 
existing  laws,  and  those  which  it  has  assumed,  in  vio- 
lation of  both  law  and  usage.  I have  not  even  a sha- 
dow of  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  all  the  embarrassments 
in  our  country,  in  the  currency,  and  in  business  of  every 
kind,  are  in  a chief  degree  chargeable  to  the  executive 
of  the  last  four  years. 

To  justify  this  allegation,  I am  constrained  to  allude 
briefly  to  the  past,  but  shall  take  only  a rapid  glance  at 
circumstances  that  have  transpired,  as  that  ground  has 
been  most  ably  occupied  by  members  who  have  prece- 
ded me  in  this  debate.  When,  Mr.  Chairman,  did  any 
country  present  as  great  a degree  of  prosperity  as  this 
nation  did  at  the  time  that  general  Jackson  commenced 
his  unrelenting  hostility  to  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  What  country  on  earth  possessed  a better  cur- 
rency than  this  did  at  that  time?  What  country  afford- 
ed such  a reduced  rate  of  exchanges?  Where  was  la- 
bor better  rewarded?  Where  was  industry  better  re- 
compensed? Search  the  inhabitable  globe  for  a paral- 
lel, and  you  will  search  in  vian.  Where  was  an  insti- 
tution better  organized  and  conducted,  and  its  paper 
more  readily  received  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
if  not  in  every  part  of  the  world,  by  people  of  every  pur- 
suit, from  the  centre  to  the  remotest  borders  of  the 
union,  than  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
It  had  realized  more  than  had  been  predicted  by  its 
most  ardent  advocates  in  1816.  It  had  been  chieflv  in- 
strumental in  ettecting  and  maintaining,  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  what  I regard  to  be  the  great  desideratum, 
in  a country  where  agriculture,  planting,  manufactures, 
and  commerce  lean  upon  and  support  each  other  — a 
convertible  paper  currency — bank  paper  converted  at 
the  will  of  the  holder  Into  gold  and  silver.  Such  was 
the  state  of  the  currency  four  years  ago.  Bank  paper 
was  not  only  convertible  into  silver  at  the  counter  of  the 
bank  that  issued  it,  but  was  convertible  everywhere  in 
the  interior  at  the  counters  of  retail  merchants,  who 
were  always  glad  to  exchange  their  silver  for  bank 
notes,  which  better  suited  their  purposes  for  transmis- 
sion. Peace  and  plenty  gladdened  the  whole  land; 
content  and  cheerfulness  were  found  in  the  most  hum- 
ble cottage  as  well  as  in  the  more  costly  edifice;  a pros- 
pect of  universal  prosperity  was  then  presented,  on 
which  the  mind  loved  to  dwell.  I will  not  enlarge 
upon  it,  but  content  myself  with  a simple  narration. 

General  Jackson,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and 
unparalleled  popularity,  had  forced,  by  his  system  of 
proscription,  most  of  the  officers  of  the  government  to 
become  political  partisans.  To  be  an  active  partisan, 
to  gain  preferment,  was  a sine  qua  non  with  him.  The 
political  armor  was  put  on,  and  each  saw  written  on  it, 
“this  is  the  road  to  Byzantium.”  The  president  of  a 
northern  branch  of  the  United  States  bank  had  dis- 
pleased some  active  partisan,  and  the  mother  bank  re- 
fused to  dismiss  the  honest  and  independent  head  of  the 
branch;  that  partisan  infused  the  venom  of  his  feelings 
into  the  bospm  of  general  Jackson.  Threat  after  threat 
was  made,  in  the  president’s  moeeages,  ngainst  the  U. 
States  bank.  A better  currency  was  promised  the  peo- 
ple, if  they  would  unite  with  the  executive  in  destroying 
that  institution.  That  promise  had  a charm  in  it,  as  all 
persons  are  anxious  to  better  their  condition;  and  all 
believe,  however  prosperous,  that  their  condition  can 
be  improved.  But  still  an  honest  and  upright  congress 
refused  to  lend  itself  to  the  malignant  puiposes  of  the 
executive,  or  to  gratify  his  splenetic  will.  Congress  was 
in  favor  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank.  The 
executive  veto  nullified  the  will  of  the  representatives  of 
the  states  and  the  people.  Congress  refused  to  gratify 
the  will  of  the  executive  in  ordering  the  government 
deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  law  had  placed  them;  but  he,  with 
ruthless  hand,  seized  upon  the  public  treasure,  as  Caesar 
had  done  before  him,  and  parcelled  out  the  money  of 
the  people  among  a host  of  state  institutions,  which'he 
now  testifies  are  the  most  unprincipled  and  profligate 
in  the  annals  of  history. 

Those  institutions  were  urged  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  discount  most  liberally  upon  the  deposites  of 
the  government;  and -as  slaves  always  most  readily 
obey  the  first  orders  of  a new  master,  they  not  only  dis- 
counted paper  offered  to  them,  but  in  many  cases  in- 
vited customers.  Congress  altered  the  standard  of  gold, 
and  reduced  its  value.  Europeans  sent  their  gold  here 
to  lie  coined,  and  then  ordered  it  home  again.  The 


Neapolitan  and  French  indemnities  were  adjusted,  and 
imported  in  gold.  This  was  hailed  as  the  millennium 
of  the  golden  age,  and  general  Jackson  was  told  by  his 
flatterers,  and  believed  it,  that  he  had  at  last  discover- 
ed the  philosopher’s  stone.  Jaundiced-eyed,  and  near- 
sighted politicians  whose  minds  cannot  realize  causes . 
and  effects,  or  discriminate  fictitious  from  true  and 
abiding  causes,  thought  that  they  had  really  worked  a 
specie  miracle;  and  the  general  himself  read  his  valedic- 
tory, “still  harping”  on  the  monster  bank,  and  congra- 
tulating himself  and  the  country  on  the  experiment 
which  he  had  tried  in  his  humble  efforts  to  improve,  as 
he  said  he  had,  the  currency  of  our  country.  But  I am 
fast  in  my  chronology;  there  is  one  other  remarkable 
event  which  I wish  to  allude  to.  Before  general  J ack- 
son  retired  from  office,  a distinguished  senator,  who 
had  aided  much  in  building  up  the  golden  image  which 
he  wished  all  to  fall  down  and  worship,  made  a politi- 
cal prediction,  that  if  the  people  of  the  west  would  co- 
bim  ,‘r,  Rank  nf  the  United 

States,  they  would  see,  in  violation  of  all  the  laws  which 
govern  fluids  or  solids,  gold  flow  up  tho  Mississippi. 
They  believed,  and  looked  with  anxious  hope,  but  look- 
ed in  vain.  He  conceived  the  expedient  whilst  congress 
was  in  session,  but  revealed  it  perhaps  to  few — lingered 
until  congress  had  adjourned,  and  then,  “solitary  and 
alone,”  he  thought  he  would  set  the  golden  stream  in 
motion.  Congress  ordered  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  and  gold  or 
silver,  in  payment  of  public  dues.  The  alchymical  ope- 
ration was  to  be  effected  by  a disregard  of  the  law,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  ordered  to  issue  his 
famous  proclamation,  demanding  nothing  but  gold  or 
silver  for  public  lands.  The  prediction  was  realized: 
gold  and  silver  flowed  up  the  valley  and  over  the  moun- 
tains, but  flowed  in  steamboats  and  in  stages — flowed 
to  the  land  offices  and  to  the  banks  of  deposite,  but 
never  into  the  pockets  of  the  working  people  of  the 
west. 

This  last  act  broke  the  glittering  dream,  and  the  veil 
of  Mokanna  fell  to  the  ground.  Convertible  paper  and 
gold  were  no  longer  synonymous;  government,  which 
should  have  been  the  last,  was  the  first  to  make  the 
distinction.  Gold  and  silver  were  at  once  more  valuable 
— for  the  article  most  in  demand  in  this  country  is  land; 
and  the  government  is  the  largest  (because  it  is  the 
greatest  proprietor)  and  cheapest  seller,  and  can  con- 
trol the  market  value.  Thousands  daily  purchase  pub- 
lic land,  and  of  course  thousands  were  forced  to  pro- 
cure specie.  It  soon  became  an  article  of  merchandise, _ 
to  be  bought  in  the  market,  rather  than  a medium  of 
exchange.  The  banks  found  their  paper  returned 
upon  them,  and  their  specie  almost  exhausted,  and 
wisely  suspended  specie  payments;  and  the  deposite 
banks  were  the  very  first  to  set  the  example.  Confi- 
dence became  impaired;  the  banks  had  been  pressed 
by  those  who  held  their  notes,  and  they,  in  turn,  called 
on  their  debtors,  and  the  debtors  of  the  banks  called  on 
all  who  owed  them;  thus  the  pressure  pressed  the 
whole  round  of  the  circle  of  trade  and  business.  Panic, 
dismay,  confusion,  and  bankruptcy,  followed  in  quick 
and  fatal  succession.  The  government  could  not  es- 
cape the  consequences  of  its  measures,  and  suspend 
specie  payments. 

The  last  congress,  foreseeing  the  evil  cpnsequences 
of  the  specie  circular  of  the  treasury  department,  pass- 
ed a bill  rescinding  that  order.  General  Jackson  treated 
it  with  contempt,  placed  it  in  his  pocket,  and  retired  to 
the  Hermitage,  denouncing  the  insolence  of  congress 
in  sending  a bill  to  him  which  questioned  the  wisdom 
of  any  measure  which  he  had  ordered.  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  who  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  was  urged 
most  earnestly  to  rescind  that  circular,  but  he  refused. 
When  he  saw,  as  he  ought  to  have  seen,  its  evil  ten- 
dency, he  should  have  yielded  to  the  counsel  of  honest 
and  practical  men.  I will  here  say  that,  whilst  I be- 
lieve that  the  evils  of  that  measure  might  have  been 
in  some  degree  softened  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  rescind- 
ed the  order  after  the  fourth  of  March,  I do  not  think 
it  would  have  prevented  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments: it  would  have  changed  the  direction  of  that  sus- 
pension: much  of  the  silver  would  have  been  drawn 
from  the  west  to  the  Atlantic  and  to  the  southern  cities, 
anffiwould  have,  in  some  degree,  relieved  them;  but 
that  would  have  forced  a suspension  of  specie  Pay- 
ments by  the  western  and  southwestern  banks,  which 
would  have  been  quickly  followed  by  the  banks  of  the 
commercial  and  large  cities.  When  silver  is  at  a pre- 
mium, it  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  ol  things,  for  the 
paper  of  any  bank  to  remain  long  in  circulation,  or 
for  any  bank  to  throw  out  its  paper  to  any  useful  ex- 
tent to  the  people,  and  redeem  it  with  the  precious  me- 
tals. 

From  this  train  of  measures  and  circumstances  I 
trace  the  causes  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  all  the  banks,  the  great  confusion  and  embarrass- 
ment in  business  of  every  kind,  the  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcies which  occurred,  and  the  confusion  which  has 
overwhelmed  both  the  people  and  the  government. 
From  such  measures  you  can  trace  consequences, 
with  the  same  unerring  accuracy  as  the  human  eye 
can  mark  the  path  of  the  desolating  whirlwind. 

Amid  this  disastrous  crisis,  the  president  issued  his 
proclamation  convening  congress,  which  he  had  posi- 
tively refused  to  do  a few  weeks  before.  We  assem- 
bled. some  of  us  with  hope,  some  with  appreher^ion, 
though  all  equally  anxious  to  know  what  measures 
would  be  recommended,  and  what  position  the  execu- 
tive would  assume.  Some  thought  that  the  president 
would  recommend  the  sub-treasury  system;  others,  a 
retrial  of  the  state  banks;  whilst  others  hoped — at  least 
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I did— that  he  would  throw  himself  upon  the  advice  of 
congress.  This  was  really  my  belief,  as  well  as  my 
hope.  His  appointment  of  Mr.  Poinsett  at  the  head  of 
the  war  department  had  inspired  me  with  some  hope 
of  better  things.  No  man,  save  one,  who  had  been 
born  either  south  or  west  of  Pennsylvania,  held  a place 
in  the  cabinet.  And  the  appointment  of  a second,  and 
one  so  highly  worthy  and  eminently  qualified,  was,  I 
thought,  the  harbinger  of  some  salutary  changes.  So 
first-rate  men  are  in  office,  I care  not  from  what  quar- 
ter they  are  taken,  or  where  may  be  their  birth-place. 
But  I do  maintain  that  every  prominent  place  should 
be  filled  by  high-minded  and  efficient  gentlemen,  who 
understand  their  duties,  and  are  prompt  to  discharge 
them.  I came  here  with  no  pledged  hostility  to  his  ad- 
ministration, and,  personally,  I had  a very  high  regard 
for  the  president.  My  situation  here  is  peculiar.  I 
have  been  elected  by  the  aid  of  both  parties.  If  I were 
to  consult  the  feelings  of  a majority  of  the  persons  who 
voted  for  me,  rather  than  the  opinions  of  a majority  of 
the  voters  of  the  district,  I would  pause  in  my  course. 
But  when  instructed  with  a public  duty,  I do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  feelings  or  personal  predi- 
lection or  antipathy.  I feel  bound  to  take  a more  ex- 
pansive view  of  the  whole  district  and  the  nation. 

When  we  assembled  here,  speculation  was  at  once 
hushed  by  the  receipt  of  the  president’s  message;  and 
I must  confess  I was  greatly  disappointed.  I had  read 
his  famous  letter  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  in  which  he 
considered  the  state  banks  as  government  depositories, 
and  said  how  admirably  the  system  worked — where  he 
denounced  the  United  States  bank,  and  promised  to 
tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.  I 
thought  all  this  was  the  mere  electioneering  language 
of  the  day,  and  that,  when  once  in  office,  he  would 
make  himself  the  president  of  the  people,  and  not  of  a 
party.  All  my  expectations  were  disappointed;  for  al- 
most the  first  thing  he  informed  the  representatives  of 
the  people  whom  he  had  called  together — who  assem- 
bled here  fresh  and  warm  from  the  midst  of  the  people 
— was,  that  if  they  should  dare  to  pass  a bill  to  esta- 
blish a United  States  bank,  he  would  be  a lion  in  their 
path;  that  he  was  armed  with  a veto  power,  and  would 
assuredly  use  it.  Such  language  is  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  this  or  any  other  country.  The  president, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  informed  the  people  that  if  a 
particular  measure  should  be  passed  by  congress,  he 
would  use  the  veto.  I thought  that  unnecessary  and 
uncalled  for,  but  supposed  it  was  designed  for  southern 
effect.  A veto  in  that  case  would  be  unnecessary; 
nor  did  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  any  one  else,  suppose  that 
he  would  ever  be  called  on  to  redeem  his  pledge;  for, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whenever  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  shall  so  far  forget  their  compact  with  Maryland 
as  to  violate  private  property  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, your  jurisdiction  will  end,  and  that  of  Maryland 
will  begin,  over  all  that  part  of  the  ten  miles  square 
north  of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Potomac  river.  I 
may  go  farther:  that  moment  this  house  shall  contain 
a majority  of  members  who  will  be  so  reckless  as  to 
vote  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, the  annunciation  of  that  majority  by  the  chair 
will  be  the  sounding  of  the  death-knell  of  the  union. 

Before  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  six  months  in  office,  be- 
fore a single  bill  or  resolution  has  been  sent  to  him  for 
his  signature,  he  has  voluntarily,  gratuitously,  stepped 
out  of  the  line  of  his  duty,  to  inform  congress  that 
upon  at  least  two  measures  he  will  use  his  veto.  I 
have  an  hostility  to  the  veto  power,  and  can  never  be 
reconciled  to  its  use.  The  framers  of  our  constitution 
placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  under  the  falla- 
cious belief  that  it  was  the  weakest  of  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  government.  Sir,  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  authors  of  the  federalist  were  mista- 
ken. The  executive  is  more  powerful  than  all  the 
other  branches  put  together.  All  power  is  fast  consoli- 
dating in  the  executive  hands;  and  the  executive  his- 
tory of  the  last  four  years  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  re- 
mark, without  any  further  proof.  They  thought  it 
harmless,  because  they  found  it  obsolete  in  England, 
though  existing  in  the  English  constitution. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  the  last  in 
the  world  which  should  tolerate  the  veto  power.  There 
i may  be  some  plausibility  for  it  in  the  state  constitu- 
tions, which  secure  to  the  people  the  right  to  elect  both 
branches  of  the  legislature;  for  there  both  branches 
may  be  moved,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  by  the  name 
commotion  or  popular  impulse.  But  even  in  the  con- 
i stitution  of  my  own  state,  where  the  senate  is  not 
elected  bv  the  people,  the  executive  is  denied  the  veto 
power;  the  constitution  says  that  the  governor  shall 
sign  the  laws.  And  it  has  been  judicially  decided  by 
our  highest  courts,  that  laws  which  have  passed  the 
general  assembly,  or  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  are 
valid  without  the  signature  of  the  governor.  And  that 
is  almost  the  only  feature  in  the  Maryland  constitution 
which,  I think,  could  not  be  changed  for  the  better. 
And  in  the  federal  government,  also,  every  useful  cau- 
tion exists  in  framing  laws,  without  the  existence  of 
the  oppressive  veto  power  in  the  executive.  In  our 
government,  part  representative,  part  confederative,  no 
law  can  be  enacted  without  its  first  receiving  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  the  people;  or,  in  other 
words,  a majority  of  the  people  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity, without  distinction  of  states,  control  in  this 
house.  In  the  confederate  branch,  where  the  sovereign 
states  are  equal,  a majority  of  those  states  must  give 
sanction  to  every  bill.  What  greater  safeguard  can 
there  be  to  liberty  than  to  require  first  the  concurrence 
of  a majority  of  the  people,  and  then  a majority  of  the 
Btates,  to  every  measure  of  public  utility?  Every  re- 


straint beyond  this  is  actual,  real  oppression.  I regard 
the  abuse  of  delegated  power  to  be  as  obnoxious  to 
censure  as  the  usurpation  of  power.  And  an  execu- 
tive places  itself  within  the  range  of  that  censure,  when 
it  arrogantly  uses,  or  presumptuously  threatens,  the 
veto.  It  is  to  awe  free  and  fearless  deliberation,  by 
suspending  the  sword  of  Damocles  over  the  heads  of 
nervous  politicians,  in  this  hall  or  the  other. 

Historians  inform  us  that,  with  all  his  vices,  “ Nero 
never  attempted  any  tiring  against  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  senate.’’ 

Marcus  Aurelius,  though  armed  with  the  imperial 
tribunitian  (or  veto)  prerogative,  said,  in  alluding  to  the 
senate,  “It  is  more  proper  that  I should  submit  to  the 
opinion  of  so  many  and  such  friends,  than  that  so 
many  and  such  friends  should  follow  my  will.” 

An  able  writer  says,  “ It  was  by  adding  the  tribu- 
nitian power  ( intercedare  velare)  to  the  military,  in 
their  own  person-,  that  the  Roman  emperors  consum- 
mated the  ruin  of  the  republic.”  “It  was  by  this 
mode,”  says  Tacitus,  “that  Augustus  found  means, 
without  the  name  of  king  or  dictator,  to  make  himself 
superior  to  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the 
commonwealth.” 

If  the  Romans  lost  their  liberty  by  the  union  of  the 
military  and  the  veto  power  in  the  same  hands,  how 
can  it  be  preserved  in  this  nation,  when  you  unite  in 
the  same  hands,  which  have  now  the  military  and 
veto,  the  power  of  the  purse,  which  you  propose  to  do 
by  the  bill  now  on  your  table? — a power  which  Augus- 
tus never  possessed. 

But  in  these  modern  days,  a president  is  called  a 
Roman  patriot,  who  freely  uses  this  detested  instru- 
ment of  tyranny.  Though  Pliny  boasts,  in  panegyriz- 
ing Trai an,  “that  the  emperor  never  allowed  himself 
to  annul  or  prevent  the  execution  of  the  senate’s  de- 
crees.” 

I will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  subject  than  to  say 
that,  as  it  was  by  the  use  of  the  veto  that  Louis  XVI. 
lost  his  head — so  may  the  next  American  who  shall 
use  it  lose  his  personal  popularity. 

But  the  president  has  thought  fit  to  read  to  congress 
a lecture  upon  constitutional  law,  and  gravely  tells  us 
that  a Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional. Yes,  sir,  he  would  fain  convince  us  that  the 
constitution  was  in  his  keeping,  and  that  he  will  not 
let  the  rude  hands  of  the  representatives  pf  the  people 
profane  it.  Mr.  Chairman,  how  much  crime  has  been 
committed,  how  much  blood  has  been  shed,  by  fanati- 
cism, under  the  pretext  of  serving  the  cause  of  religion? 
How  much  usurpation  and  tyranny  have  been  prac- 
tised, upon  the  pretence  of  saving  the  constitution  and 
serving  the  people?  Let  history  answer — for  every 
volume  can  answer,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to 
the  present  moment.  Who  is  this  mighty  expounder 
of  the  constitution?  Is  he  the  venerable  and  glorious 
man  who  presided  over  the  del'berations  of  the  con- 
vention that  formed  that  sacred  instrument?  Or  is  he 
the  wise  and  distinguished  individual  whose  pen  gave 
it  form  and  proportion,  and  v/ho  has  been  emphatically 
called  the  father  of  the  constitution?  No,  sir,  he  is  not. 
But  he  is  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  Kinderhook.  The 
same  individual  who  informed  the  nation  in  his  inau- 
gural address,  on  the  east  front  of  the  capitol,  that  he 
was  the  first  president  elected  who  had  not  participated 
in  the  patriotic  struggles  of  the  revolution;  who  thought 
it  proper  to  say,  for  the  information,  perhaps,  of  thela- 
dies  present,  that  he  was  born  since  those  ancient  days. 
He  is  the  first  and  chief  of  the  modern  expounders  of  the 
constitution.  Yes,  sir,  even  Amos  Kendall,  an  officer 
not  of  the  constitution  but  of  the  law,  says  that  he  is  a 
limb — yes,  sir!  the  right  arm,  I suppose — of  the  execu- 
tive body,  and  has  dared  to  read  a homily  to  the  courts 
upon  their  duties  and  the  constitution.  It  is  time,  for 
the  dignity  of  this  house  and  the  nation,  that  such  inso- 
lence and  effrontery  should  be  frowned  down,  if  not 
punished.  But  I will  leave  these  distinguished  person- 
ages for  a moment,  and  allude  to  others.  There  is 
another  class  of  politicians  in  this  house,  who  have 
been  thrown  into  ecstacies  because  Mr.  Van  Buren 
says  that,  as  he  construes  the  constitution,  congress 
cannot  create  a United  States  bank.  They  call  them- 
selves the  true  state  rights  old  dominion  republican  de- 
mocrats of  the  Jeffersonian  school,  and  quote  the  name 
of  that  patriot,  for  every  purpose,  numberless  times,  in 
every  speech  with  f — --  this  house.  Mv 

iniuU  is  in  doubt  whether  such  displays  should  be 
treated  gravely  or  lightly.  Gentlemen  seem  to  speak 
as  if  no  one  had  read  and  understood  Mr.  Jefferson’s 
writings  but  themselves,  and  quote  slips  from  and  frag- 
ments of  his  letters  written  some  fifty  years  ago,  before 
the  existence  of  a United  States  bank.  I have  been 
amused  to  see  the  dreadful  warfare  of  words  carried  on, 
among  those  southern  state  rights  politicians,  who  dis- 
pute upon  subtleties  too  refined  to  be  perceived  by  my 
mental  vision.  One  descants  upon  constitutional  law, 
and  all  eagerly  listen,  in  hope  to  hear  some  idea  which 
may  impinge  against  something  which  Mr.  Jefferson 
may  have  loosely  written  or  said,  believing  it  will  be 
his  political  destruction  at  home.  Quick  as  thought,  a 
messenger  is  sent  to  the  library,  to  produce  a letter  or 
conversation  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  orator  ends,  and 
another  begins  with  anticipated  victory  joyously  illu- 
mining his  features,  and  his  southern  fnend  is  handled 
without  gloves  or  mercy.  But  with  what  propensity 
for  long  speaking  which  is  so  remarkable  in  the  south 
where  all  are  imaginative  children  of  the  sun,  anc 
where  all  possess  the  copia  verborum  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, he  soon  runs  foul  of  some  other  opinion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  on  some  other  and  foreign  subject.  Yes, 
and  another  more  mercury-footed  page  is  posted,  to  tell 


the  first  to  be  swift.  Then  another  state  rights  Jeffer- 
sonian old  dominion  true  republican  democrat  rises, 
and,  with  the  merciless  vengeance  of  a Samson,  he 
routs  and  vanquishes  the  political  Philistines  before 
him,  behind  him,  and  around  him,  horse,  foot,  and  dra- 
goons. These  gentlemen  regard  it  high  treason,  verily, 
to  differ  in  the  minutest  particular  from  Mr.  Jefferson. 
What  a bombastic  Englishman  once  said  of  Homer, 
they  think  true  of  Jefferson: 

Read  Homer  once,  and  you  can  read  no  more, 

For  all  books  else  appear  so  mean,  so  poor, 

Verse  will  seem  prose;  but  still  persist  and  read, 

And  Homer  will  be  all  the  books  you  need. 

They  regard  it  heresy,  beyond  the  benefit  of  clergy, 
if  any  man  dare  speak,  think,  or  breathe,  without  pro- 
ducing the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson;  and  he  is  read 
out  of  the  state  rights  party.  They  call  to  my  mind  an 
anecdote  which  occurred  m my  own  state  on  the  death 
of  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  the  best  days  of  Maryland 
hospitality,  before  she  was  governed  as  she  now  is,  by 
uncles  and  aunts,  who  are  all  united  by  either  affinity 
or  propinquity,  who  fill  all  places,  and  hold  the  reins  of 
government  in  their  feeble  and  effeminate  grasp — for 
Maryland  is  pretty  much  like  the  rest  of  the  southern 
states.  They  have  all  been,  for  the  last  ten  years,  like 
so  many  barrels  ot  frozen  cider — the  spirit  has  not  es- 
caped, but  it  has  become  concentrated;  some  of  them 
now  show  signs  of  reanimation,  and  enlivening  feelings 
are  beginning  to  pervade  them;  and  we  may  nope  that 
even  lfRip  Van  Winkle”  (“North  Carolina)  will  in  time 
open  his  wondering  eyes.  But  to  my  anecdote.  The 
news  reached  a coterie  of  thorough-going  federalists, 
who  were  dining  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
where  wine  and  wit  were  flowing  in  equal  streams;  all 
expressed  in  general  exclamation  their  bitter  sorrow; 
all,  save  one,  became  earnest  and  eloquent  in  speaking 
of  the  powers  of  that  great  man’s  mind — of  the  great 
services  he  had  rendered  to  the  country,  and  the  heavy 
loss  which  the  nation  had  sustained,  and  how  much 
they  lamented  it.  At  length,  Josiah  Bailey,  the  pre- 
sent attorney  general  of  Maryland,  who  was  re- 
markable for  a nigh  order  of  intellect,  when  he  would 
venture,  to  exercise  it,  setting  down  his  empty  wine- 
glass, said  to  his  bevy  of  friends,  that  he  had  listened  to 
the  expressions  of  gnef  which  the  sad  news  had  called 
from  them,  but  he  felt  that  his  grief  was  greater  than 
theirs,  because  his  loss  was  greater  in  the  death  of 
Hamilton;  for  as  long  as  Hamilton  lived  (said  he)  he 
had  never  been  put  to  the  labor  and  trouble  of  investi- 
gating questions  for  himself,  and  that,  as  Hamilton  was 
dead,  he  now,  alas,  would  be  forced  to  the  dire  neces- 
sity of  thinking  for  himself. 

1 could  but  think,  since  this  discussion  has  com- 
menced, if  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  left  behind  him  some 
two  volumes  of  state  papers,  one  volume  of  corres- 
pondence, and  his  notes  on  Virginia,  how  awfully  an- 
noyed some  of  the  Virginia  politicians  would  be,  if 
driven,  like  Josiah  Bailey,  to  think  for  themselves. 
What  would  these  gentlemen  do  if  the  point  d’appui  of  • 
their  political  lever  were  destroyed? 

An  able  member  from  Virginia  informed  us,  last 
night,  that  he  considered  Mr.  Jefferson  the  polar  star 
that  directed  his  course.  Suppose  we  draw  imagina- 
tion from  around  the  figure,  and  examine  it  by  the  test 
of  real  life.  Will  a traveller  always  keep  his  eye  on 
the  polar  star?  If  he  should  direct  his  gaze  continually 
that  way  in  his  journey,  he  will  soon  find  that  furs 
would  add  to  his  comfort;  he  would  next  find  that  the 
white  bear  and  the  wandering  Indian  would  be  the 
only  living  things  about  him;  and  the  next  step  he 
would  find  himself  plunging  into  Symmes’s  arctic 
hole.  Will  the  prudent  and  skilful  mariner  look  alone 
at  the  north  star,  in  directing  his  vessel’s  way  over  the 
trackless  ocean?  At  times  he  is  forced  to  look  at  other 
fixed  if  less  beautiful  luminaries,  and  finds  them  equally 
true  and  useful.  Yes,  sir,  astronomy  and  navigation 
teach  him  to  point  his  glass,  at  times,  to  all  the  bright 
stars  in  the  zodiac,  and  the  power  of  human  reason 
makes  them  subservient  to  its  control. 

So  I should  fain  think  the  practical  American  states- 
man should  view  every  star  in  the  firmament,  or,  to 
quit  the  figure,  should  read  all  that  has  been  written  by 
the  wise  and  the  good,  and  then  dare  to  think  for 
himself. 

When  Jefferson  embarked  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
the, pivnlnfinn  did  .he  tnlrp  Solon  or  Lvcurgu0,  Sidney 
or  Hampden,  for  his  model  ot  greatness?  Did  he  take 
Locke  or  Milton  as  the  text-hooks  of  his  creed?  No, 
sir,  he  did  not.  He  read  all  that  patriots  had  written; 
he  read  deeply  the  volumes  of  human  nature:  and 
then,  sir,  he  dipped  his  pen  into  his  own  mind,  and 
wrote  the  immortal  declaration  of  independence.  He 
had  no  model;  daring  to  think  and  to  act  for  himself, 
he  made  himself  great  as  he  was. 

We  are  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union;  and  I am  unwilling,  as  an  American  citizen,  to 
sit  silently  and  hear  Mr.  Jefferson’s  name  quoted,  to 
effect  every  narrow  and  selfish  purpose.  His  fame  is 
the  property  of  the  whole  nation,  and  is  not  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a few  southern  politicians.  Mr.  Jefferson 
had  faults,  as  all  men  have;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a 
man  of  enlarged  and  expansive  mind.  And  if  any  su- 
pernatural power  could  resuscitate  his  body  with  the 
magic  wand  of  one  of  old,  as  we  read  in  solemn  history, 
and  present  him  living  before  us,  he  would  rebuke  his 
friends  for  using  his  name,  as  it  has  been,  on  many  oc- 
casions. 

Mr.  Jefferson  doubted,  before  the  first  United  States 
bank  was  established,  whether  it  was  constitutional  to 
establish  such  an  institution.  But  did  he  advise  gene- 
ral Washington  to  put  liis  veto  upon  it?  No,  sir.  He 


286 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  30,  1837— SPEECH  OF  MR.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD. 


cautions  him  against  using  the  veto — he  urges  him  to 
respect  the  representatives  of  the  people.  This  he  did 
in  the  last  sentence  of  his  letter  to  general  Washing- 
ton, in  1791.  He  says,  ‘it  must  be  added,  however, 
that  unless  the  president’s  mind,  on  a view  of  every 
thing  which  is  urged  for  and  against  this  bill,  is  totally 
clear,  that  it  is  unauthorized  by  the  constitution;  if  the 
pro  and  the  con  hang  so  even  as  to  balance  his  judg- 
ment, a just  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature 
would  naturally  decide  the  balance  in  favor  of  their 
opinion.” 

Such  is  the  manly  language  of  a great  mind;  and  I 
wish,  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  that  his  modern 
friends  knew  how  to  appreciate  it.  He  recommends 
no  veto,  but  cautions  the  president  against  it.  He  ad- 
vises the  president  to  respect  the  legislature.  This  is 
tne  language  of  a true  democrat.  A democrat  is  he 
who  will  think  for  himself,  vote  for  himself,  speak  for 
himself,  and  obey  the  laws  and  decisions  of  the  tribn- 
i ?i  country.  A man  who  puts  on  the  blind- 

bridle  of  party,  and  allows  himself  to  be  caparisoned 
with  party  trammels,  is  not  a democrat — he  is  half  a 
vassal.  A democrat  must  be  a free  thinker  and  a free 
talker— a free  and  fearless  political  actor. 

Whilst  Mr.  .Jefferson  spoke  and  wrote  freely  his  sen- 
timents, he  knew  how  to  respect  the  opinions  of  others. 
He  respected  the  constitution  and  obeyed  the  laws. 
When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established, 
he  acquiesced  in  deference  and  with  cheerfulness.  And 
in  1804,  after  he  was  exalted  to  the  presidency,  he 
signed  a bill  authorizing  the  b*ank  to  establish  branches 
in  the  territories.  If  he  had  not  surrendered  his  first 
opinion,  he  placed  himself  in  the  attitude  of  being  guilty 
of  base  perjury  in  sanctioning  the  measure;  and  I would 
not  venture  to  give  utterance  to  the  opinion  I would  en- 
tertain of  the  man  who  would  bring  such  a charge 
against  him. 

It  was  but  last  night,  while  listening  to  an  able  mem- 
ber from  the  old  dominion,  who  was  quoting  Jefferson 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  I turned  to 
a learned  friend  from  Virginia,  by  whom  I was  sitting, 
and  said  that  I really  believed  that,  if  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
on  this  floor,  and  saw  the  distresses  of  the  country,  he 
would  be  first  and  warmest  to  advocate  a United  States 
bank.  My  friend  remarked  that  I appreciated  justly 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  character;  for  he  had  heard  a few  days 
ago  a distinguished  gentleman,  who  was  a neighbor  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  assert  that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  said  that, 
if  the  state  bank  system  was  to  be  tolerated,  the  only 
way  to  control  if,  and  to  give  a good  currency,  was  to 
have  a Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  this  fact  has 
been  alluded  to  by  the  able  gentleman  who  preceded 
me  [Mr.  Pope.]  That  he  said  so,  I have  not  the  smallest 
doubt.  Your  supreme  court,  last  winter,  decided  that 
the  state  banks  were  constitutional.  Then,  if  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson’s opinions  are  to  be  quoted,  they  would  be  in  fa- 
vor of  a United  States  bank. 

But  those  very  gentlemen,  who  wish  to  chain  down 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  opinions  to  the  narrowest  views  on  all 
- subjects,  will  find  themselves  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment at  the  next  session.  I predict,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  they  will  then  quote  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  greatest 
latitudinarian  who  ever  filled  the  presidential  chair. 

When  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union  shall  come  up,  as  I expect  it  will  next  winter, 
these  gentlemen  will  quote  Mr.  Jefferson  as  a prece- 
dent, because  he  recommended  the  purchase  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr.  Jefferson  has  admitted  that  that  purchase  was 
made  without  any  authority  being  given  in  the  consti- 
tution. But  still  he  recommended  it,  and  signed  the 
bill.  Sir,  he  acted  wisely;  he  acted  as  a philosophic 
statesman  should  have  acted.  There  are  occasionally 
and  rarely  great  nationalemergencies,  which  no  framers 
of  a constitution  can  foresee.  Those  emergencies  must 
be  met,  and  acted  upon  promptly.  This  was  one  of 
them.  In  such  a case,  all  public  functionaries  are  jus- 
tified in  adapting  their  course  to  the  circumstances. 
Whilst  they  venerate  the  constitution,  they  are  required 
by  duty  to  obey  what  must  be  the  sense,  not  of  a party, 
but  of  the  whole  nation  in  the  emergency,  and  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  present 
generation,  and  which  they  are  convinced  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  all  posterity.  Such  occurrences 
are  but  seldom  presented,  but  still  they  do  sometimes 
And  Mr.  Madison  said  truly,  in  his  able  re- 
port upon  Lhe  viigfntn  resolutions  ot  i /Vs,  that,  ~ as  me 
constitution  is  above  the  law,  so  are  the  people  above 
the  constitution.”  That  maxim  should  be  received 
with  caution,  to  be  sanctioned  only  when  the  people 
desire  a change  in  their  organic  law,  or  when  great  na- 
tional exigencies  arise,  such  as  I have  alluded  to. 

Some  of  these  southern  constitutional  lawyers  seem 
to  revel  in  denunciations  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — not  only  some  of  the  Virginia  politicians, 
but  the  able  member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pick- 
ens,] who  sprung  into  the  front  rank  in  this  debate. 
Some  new  light  has  illumined  his  path.  I thought,  if 
any  state  in  the  union  had  acquiesced  in  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States,  it  was  South 
Carolina.  If  the  people  have  erred  in  sustaining  the 
bank,  South  Carolina  has  inculcated  that  error,  for  all 
of  her  great  men  have  advocated  it.  In  1816,  seven 
out  of  eight  of  her  representatives  voted  for  the  charter 
of  the  United  States  bank.  Yes,  sir,  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Edwards,  Huger,  King,  Lowndes,  Middle- 
ton,  Pickens,  Taylor,  and  Woodward;  and  Mr.  May- 
rant  stood  “solitary  and  alone”  against  it.  But  the 
onward  path  of  modern  genius  can  demonstrate  that 
all  these  men  were  ignorant  of  the  constitution  and 
their  duties. 


“We  think  our  fathers  fools,  so  wise  we  grow; 

Our  wiser  sons,  no  doubt,  will  think  us  so.” 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  a southern  fixed 
star,  has,  by  some  inscrutable  phenomena  of  nature,  by 
some  undiscoverable  law  of  attraction,  wandered  from 
his  station,  and  is  now  in  the  northern  polar  hemisphere; 
or,  rather,  is  now  a planet  revolving  around,  by  attrac- 
tion and  repulsion,  the  executive  centre.  Sir,  I grieve 
at  the  sudden  transition,  because  I like  Mr.  Calhoun 
personally.  But  he  has  made  himself  a living  warning, 
to  the  opinions  I have  expressed,  how  dangerous  it  is 
for  any  free-thinking  and  generous  man,  whether  in 
public  or  private  life,  to  pin  his  faith  to  the  skirts  of  any 
man.  Mr.  Calhoun’s  political  life  has  been  most 
strangely  erratic.  If  I should  wish  to  find  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I would 
read  his  speech  made  in  1816;  if  I wished  to  find  a con- 
firmation of  those  opinions,  I would  read  his  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-third  congress;  if  I wished  to  find 
an  argument  against  the  bank,  I would  read  his  recent 
speech  made  in  the  twenty-fifth  congress;  if  I wished 
to  find  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  I would  read 
his  speech  made  in  1816;  if  I would  wish  to  find  an 
argument  against  the  tariff,  I would  read  at  least  a do- 
zen speeches  which  he  has  made  within  the  last  four 
years;  if  I wished  to  find  an  argument  in  favor  of  forts 
and  fortifications,  I would  react  his  report  made  when 
he  was  secretary  of  war;  if  I wished  to  find  an  argu- 
ment against -forts  and  fortifications,  I would  read  his 
speech  delivered  in  the  twenty-third  congress;  if  I 
wished  to  gain  proof  that  he  was  friendly  to  the  tariff 
and  internal  improvements,  I would  ask  for  it  from  the 
gentlemen  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago,  urged  his  name  for  the  presidency,  and  I 
would  be  answered  that  they  urged  his  claims  because 
they  thought  him  ultra  on  those  subjects;  if  I wished  to 
find  arguments  against  that  system,  they  would  be 
found  in  every  speech  which  he  has  delivered  on  any 
subject  whatever  for  the  last  six  years.  Let  the  gene- 
rous and  chivalric  young  men  of  the  south  follow  such 
a polar  fixed  star,  and  they  will  find,  when  too  late  to 
retrieve  their  standing  and  usefulness,  that  they  had 
been  following  an  ignis  fatuus,  which  had  been  leading 
them  from  swamp  to  bog,  from  bog  to  glen,  from  glen 
to  morass,  and  finally  left  them  in  a cypress  swamp  of 
the  most  impenetrable  darkness.  He  may  be  quoted 
for  anv  political  opinion,  as  a distinguished  judge  once 
said  Croke’s  reports  could  be  quoted  for  any  legal 
opinion.  I had  rather  at  once  cut  my  political  juglar 
than  follow  such  a star;  for  if  I did  not,  the  people 
would  soon  do  it  for  me;  and  I regard  suicide  prefera- 
ble to  public  execution.  I was  amused  at  the  gallant 
bearing  of  my  chivalrous  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickens.]  when  he  took  the  lead,  conscious  of  his 
right  and  ability  to  lead,  in  this  debate;  it  proved  to  my 
mind  that  his  southern  feeling  still  animated  his  bosom. 

I thought  it  seemed  cruel,  though  it  was  just,  when  he 
required  the  clerk,  with  his  strong  voice,  to  read  out 
the  names  of  those  who  had  voted  for  and  against  gene- 
ral Gordon’s  proposition  a few  years  ago.  I thought 
that  that  was,  to  Ins  new  allies,  “the  most  unkindest 
cut  of  all.”  I was  then  seated  in  the  chair  on  the  clerk’s 
platform,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  honorable 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Webster,  [Mr.  .1. 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  clerk’s  seat,]  philoso- 
phizing and  surveying  the  effect  it  would  produce  on 
many  countenances,  and  perceived,  as  some  names 
were  pronounced,  their  faces  would  crimson;  others 
would  blanch;  some  twisted  in  their  chairs,  whilst 
others  left  the  hall,  as  old  Proteous  once  quitted  an  un- 
pleasant theatrical  hall;  whilst  in  some  old  and  hardened 
sinners,  who  hadTong  and  often  offended,  not  an  eye 
would  wink,  or  a muscle  move,  or  a single  feature 
change.  They  seemed  to  look  as  if  they  were  con- 
scious that  they  were  past  all  forgiveness,  and  had 
made  up  their  minds  to  look  with  more  composure 
upon  their  past  acts,  than  upon  the  enormity  of  those 
which  they  fully  expected  to  perpetrate;  whilst  I heard, 
or  thought  I heard,  several  voices  involuntarily  exclaim, 
“expunge  the  journal.”  That  gentleman,  [Mr.  Pick- 
ens,] whilst  he  is  advocating,  in  his  able  speeches, 
state  rights,  is  at  the  same  time  supporting  a measure 
which  is  the  very  definition  of  consolidation.  The 
whole  reasoning  amounts  to  this:  because  congress 
has  not  the  power  to  establish  a bank,  therefore  con- 
gress must  siirrenJ<v--;;T“  a—  0f  tile  executive 

all  power  Over  the  public  money. 

Whilst  I regard  a Virginian  or  South  Carolinian, 
who  will  act  upon  the  principles  of  his  ancestors,  and 
dare  think  for  himself,  as  one  of  the  noblest  beings  in 
creation;  I regard  that  different  Lilliputian  race,  who 
are  seven-months  children,  always  talking  about  the 
constitution,  and  never  reading  it,  who  ride  about  with 
saddlebags  and  the  revised  code,  and  spout  “constitu- 
tion and  Jefferson”  at  every  court-house  and  cross- 
road, as  the  unsafest  guides  in  the  world;  and  if  they 
should  happen  to  be  such  lawyers  as  “rare  Ben  Jonson” 
describes,  I would  warn  the  people  to  beware  of  them 
who 

“Give  forked  counsel:  take  provoking  gold 

On  either  hand,  and  put  it  up, 

So  wise,  so  grave,  of  so  perplexei  a tongue, 

And  loud  withal,  that  would  not  wag,  nor  scarce 

Lie  still  without  a fee.” 

There  may  be  one  other  class  of  southern  politicians 
who  arc  worse  constitutional  advisers.  They  are  those 
of  more  standing  at  the  bar,  and  who  are  called  great 
special  pleaders — the  true  green-bag  gentry — who  know 
all  the  arts  of-filing  a declaration,  or  framing  a de- 
murrer— who  can  at  once  analyze  in  their  minds  all  the 
dry  maxims  of  the  black  letter  and  the  lignum-vitas 


terms  of  the  law — who  know  how  tojnake  thin  distinc- 
tions, and  can  quibble  on  the  point  of  a cambric  needle. 
Such  men  I would  counsel  with  upon  a contingent  re- 
mainder or  executory  devise;  but  they  are  not  such 
men  as  I would  select  as  my  guides  to  expound  the 
constitution  on  this  floor,  or  to  make  them  my  arche- 
types as  philosophical  statesmen.  Hair-split  distinc- 
tions prove,  they  think,  superior  wisdom;  and  they  will 
beautify  them  with  rich  diction  and  elegant  manner, 
and  leave  you  in  a perfect  paradise  of  ecstacy,  figures, 
and  flowers.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  safer  and  better 
guides.  Let  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  consti- 
tution read  the  debates  of  the  convention  which  framed 
that  instrument — read  the  debates  in  the  state  conven- 
tions which  adopted  it — read  the  federalist  and  chief 
justice  Marshall’s  decisions  upon  it:  let  him  do  this, 
and  then  he  will  dare  to  think  for  himself,  and  will 
know  something  about  it.  And  in  this  reading  he  may 
learn  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  not  in  this  country  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  but  was  minis- 
ter in  France.  As  a politician,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  su- 
perior to  Mr.  Madison;  as  an  expounder  of  the  con- 

SCltUUlUII,  I rogarcl  kim  ao  inferior. 

Can  any  one  doubt  that,  had  Mr.  Van  Buren  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a United  States  bank, 
chartered  with  cautious  and  well-guarded  restraints,  it 
would  have  been  passed  by  this  congress,  and  that  in 
less  than  six  months  every  solvent  bank  would  resume 
specie  payments,  and  the  overwhelming  misery  and  dis- 
tresses of  the  people  would  have  changed  into  a brighter 
and  more  prosperous  aspect?  I do  not  doubt  it.  Had 
Mr.  Van  Buren  said  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in 
the  new  experiment,  as  all  of  his  friends  had  been;  that 
it  was  the  part  of  wisdom  now  to  adopt  the  old  and 
well-tried  policy  of  his  predecessors,  a policy  which  had 
acted  well:  if  then  some  of  his  friends  here  had  op- 
posed it,  he  could  have  held  up  the  example  of  Madi- 
son, and  been  sustained  by  the  nation.  Madison’s 
name  would  have  outweighed  a host  of  modern  poli- 
ticians. When  Mr.  Madison  stood  alone  in  his  vote  in 
the  last  Virginia  convention,  against  all  the  rest,  an  able 
American  writer  said  that  he  would  sooner  have  taken 
Mr.  Madison  to  be  right  than  all  the  rest  put  together. 

As  much  as  I admired  his  wisdom,  1 could  not  say  that 
much.  But  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  course  has  been  called  a 
firm  one;  and  a distinguished  senator  now  in  my  eye, 
[Mr.  Webster,]  said,  in  a speech  which  I heard  with 
great  pleasure,  in  another  quarter  of  this  capitol,  that 
after  reading  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  message,  and  finding 
that  he  was  really  tracking  the  footsteps  of  the  late 
president,  he  would  not  charge  him  with  a want  of 
firmness.  I differ  with  that  distinguished  gentleman, 
and  many  others  who  have  used  the  same  language  in 
this  and  the  other  end  of  the  capitol.  I will  not  call  it, 
at  the  same  time,  timidity,  but  I will  call  it  rashness. 
The  brave  Roman  who  sent  hia  gallant  son  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  cautioned  him  as  much  against  rashness 
as  he  did  against  cowardice.  “The  mean  of  true  cou- 
rage,” said  he,  “lies  between  the  extremes  of  cowardice 
and  rashness.”  It  is  a proof  of  an  absence  of  moral 
courage  for  any  man  to  persist  in  wrong  because  his 
friends  urge  him  to  do  so.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  moral  fortitude  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree; for  it  does  require  no  small  degree  of  moral  cou- 
rage for  a man  to  gently  chide,  softly  to  rebuke,  a ruin- 
ous career  of  his  friend.  Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  to 
his  friends  that  he  had  believed  in  the  experiment  as 
they  had  done,  but  he  and  they  had  been  disappointed; 
it:  had  overwhelmed  the  whole  land  in  misery  and  dis- 
tress; his  supporters  as  well  as  his  opponents  were  beg- 
gared by  it;  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  abandon  the 
scheme  which  had  so  signally  failed,  and  he  had  deter- 
mined, for  the  good  of  the  nation,  to  go  back  to  the 
well-beaten  path  in  which  Washington  and  Madison, 
and  all  the  other  presidents,  trod — he  might  have  lost 
here  and  there  a friend,  but  he  would  have  gained  a 
hundred  for  one;  he  would  have  proved  himself  worthy 
of  the  office  which  he  holds,  proved  himself  of  true  and 
generous  courage,  and  would  have  then  been  placed 
by  the  side  of  the  amiable  and  patriotic  Madison.  But 
what  does  he  do?  When  the  popular  phrenzy  was 
highest  against  a bank,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  an  evil  hour, 
co'mmitfed  himself  against  the  bank,  supposing  the  pet 
bank  system  would  succeed;  because  general  Jackson 
had  sworn,  in  his  wrath,  that  it  should  succeed.  But  it 
failed — exploded — blowing  up  the  treasury  as  well  as 
tko  kojika;  and  the  people  were  ruined.  M1-  "'ll1  Pu" 
ren  was  in  a dilemma,  anJ  could  not  go  for  a United 
States  bank,  and  preserve  his  consistency;  ana  had  not 
magnanimity  of  feeling  to  confess  error,  repent,  and 
ask  forgiveness  of  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
whom  he  had  helped  to  ruin.  What  was  he  to  do  in 
tliis  emergency,  as  congress  had  been  called  in  the 
panic  of  the  moment?  He  was  pledged  to  go  in  the 
foot-steps  of  the  late  president,  and  there  were  no  foot- 
steps. Mr.  Van  Buren  was  at  fault,  sadly  at  fault.  A 
fast  runner  was  posted  to  the  Hermitage,  two  letters 
are  quickly  written  by  general  Jackson,  published  in  ) 
the  Globe,  and  thus  foot-sleps  are  made  where  none  | 
were  before.  Never  did  Tiberius  reign  with  as  much  ! 
awful  terror  as  when  he  retired  from  Rome  and  went 
to  his  gloomy  and  secluded  hermitage,  and  sent  his  au-  1 
thoritative  and  bloody  edicts  to  a slavish  and  affrighted 
senate. 

One  or  two  gentlemen  have  thrown  out,  during  the  | 
discussion  on  this  bill,  or  the  one  which  was  acted  on  a 
few  days  ago,  a delicate  intimation  that  the  expediency  | 
of  the  bank  might  be  more  clear  to  their  minds  it  the  i 
constitution  were  altered  so  as  to  express  distinctly  that  j 
congress  should  have  power  to  establish  a bank.  Ot  i| 
sueix  allusions  I think  as  Lowndes  did,  in  1816,  when 
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he  was  requested  by  a member  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  (Constitution  to  authorize  congress  to  establish  a 
bank.  Lowndes  said  that  he  had  two  objections  to 
doing'  so:  one  was,  that  he  thought  such  an  amend- 
ment would  not  be  adopted;  and  the  second  was,  that 
he  thought  the  power  already  existed  in  the  consti- 
tution. . , 

Mr.  Chairman,  I do  not  profess  to  be  a constitutional 
lawyer.  I have  read  some  law,  it  is  true,  but  have 
never  practised  in  the  courts.  I have  been  admitted  to 
practise  in  the  court  at  the  base  of  this  capitol,  as  a great 
many  other  unworthy  lawyers  have  been  admitted.  I 
studied  law  in  Virginia,  under  the  most  distinguished 
jurist  of  that  stale — a personal  and  political  friend  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  I was  taught  to  believe  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  a lawyer  to  respect  the  constitution  and  the 
laws;  that  the  constitution  had  authorized  courts  armed 
with  power  to  decide  litigated  questions;  that  from  the 
inferior  courts  there  was  a right  to  appeal  to  the  higher, 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  was  final,  and  its  powers  were  broadly  and 
clearly  written  in  the  consmuuun,  mc.nr  .nc  supreme 
court  were  to  decide  a question  or  principle,  which  did 
.i.c  popular  taste,  the  decision  still  was  final; 
but  the  people  had  a remedy  in  two  ways,  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution,  by  which  congress  and  the  states 
should  not  alter  the  decision,  but  could  alter  the  consti- 
tution, as  they  have  on  some  occasions  altered  that 
instrument.  This  was  the  doctrine  which  I was  taught; 
this  is  the  doctrine  which  all  my  reading  and  reflection 
have  since  confirmed. 

'I'he  supreme  court  has  said  that  it  will  not  decide 
political  questions;  but  that  same  court  has  twice  said 
that  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  was  a legal  ques- 
tion, and  has  twice  decided  it  to  be  constitutional.  The 
decisions  of  that  court  have,  in  every  case,  been  acqui- 
esced in  by  the  people  of  the  whole  nation.  General 
Washington,  who  presided  over  the  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution;  Mr.  Madison,  who  was  most 
prominent  in  framing  it;  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  in 
intellect  was  second  to  no  man  in  the  nation;  have 
given  their  sanction  to  a bank.  The  congress  of  171)1, 
which  chartered  the  first  United  States  bank,  voted  two 
to  one  in  favor  of  it — ayes  39,  noes  20.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  members  of  that  congress,  who  were  in 
the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  voted  for 
it.  Every  president  has  given  it  his  sanction:  Wash- 
ington, J.  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Jackson — for  the  latter,  in  one  of  his  messages, 
said  he  would  condescend  to  write  a charter,  if  congress 
would  meanly  ask  him  to  do  so:  every  president,  save 
Martin  Van  Buren;  and  even  he  signed  a memorial  to 
have  a branch  established  at  Albany.  The  man  who 
would  raise  his  voice  agaist  this  overwhelming  authori- 

ty,  I would  respect  IIIUIC  fur  lila  peiUUcxoity  and  obdura- 

cy  of  opinion  than  for  his  dispassionate  judgment. 

We  are  told  by  metaphysicians  that  nothing  is  so  dif- 
ficult to  prove  as  self-evident  propositions.  And  I re- 
gard the  right  of  congress  to  establish  a bank  as  being 
so  decidedly  clear  as  to  remove  all  necessity  for  other 
argument  on  that  subject. 

The  president  says  that  against  a United  States  bank 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  are  “ deliberately  fixed.”— 
How  does  he  know  that?  What  spirit  of  divination 
docs  he  possess,  to  know  whether  the  people  always 
think  with  him?  He  has  changed  against  the  pet  bank 
system;  he  was  for  it  three  months  ago;  his  message 
contains  his  palinodia.  May  not  the  people,  who  changed 
against  the  bank  in  hopes  of  bettering  their  condition, 
change  for  it  now,  to  bring  themselves  where  they  were, 
rather  than  be  beggared  and  miserable?  If  they  should 
be  convinced  that  it  will  improve  their  present  distres- 
sed situation,  they  will  very  quickly  change.  Self-inter- 
est is  a powerful  lever;  and  the  president  and  his  friends, 
by  their  acts,  have  induced  tne  people  to  look  to  it. — 
The  people  will  not  ruin  themselves  because  Mr.  Van 
Buren  has  held  out  false  hopes,  false  lights,  by  which 
they  have  been  wrecked;  they  will  come  back,  and  de- 
nounce and  quit  all  crude  experiments. 

But  when  the  committee  of  New  York  merchants 
told  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  the  dreadful  distress  in  that  city, 
he  did  not  believe  it;  he  thought  it  all  panic.  The  re- 
cent elections  ought  to  be  a gentle  warning.  But  no 
man  is  so  blind  as  he  who  will  not  see;  and  I am  half 
disposed  to  believe  that  some  politicians  do  not  vet  know 
that  tne  go«  ^ t has  failed. 

1 he  expediency  ot  a bank  presents  a very  different 
proposition. 

We  can  often,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  pnto  the  future 
by  the  lights  of  the  past.  And  the  past  furnishes  to  my 
mind  the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  a United  States 
bank  is  highly,  almost  indispensably,  necessary  to  pro- 
mote the  rapid  and  uniform  prosperity  of  ihe  nation. — 
Without  money,  no  business  can  prosper;  and  without 
a convertible  currency,  and  a near  uniformity  of  ex- 
changes, the  prosperity  of  all  business  is  in  a great  de- 
gree paralyzed.  Whilst  the  inequality  of  exchanges  in 
a depreciated  currency  will  secure  wealth  to  the  brokers 
and  money  exchangers,  in  the  same  degree  will  it  di- 
minish the  profits  of  the  farmer  and  the  mechanic,  of 
the  merchant  and  the  man  of  useful  enterprise. 

Whenever  we  have  had  a United  States  bank,  we 
have  had  every  where  a convertible,  redeemable  cur- 
rency, by  which  the  value  of  property  could  be  clearly 
estimated;  whenever  we  have  not  had  a Bank  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  had  a stoppage  of  specie  pay- 
ments, distress,  and  individual  ruin.  If  we  are  to  judge 
of  effects  by  causes,  what  can  be  more  convincing  and 
conclusive?  When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
in  existence,  exchanges  from  New  Orleans  to  New 
York  were  never  more  than  one  per  cent.;  often  at  par; 


and  sometimes,  from  one  city  to  the  other,  above  par. 
There  was  then  but  a reasonable  and  useful  number  of 
state  banks. 

How  are  the  exchanges  now?  We  can  sometimes 
judge  of  great  things  by  small.  A friend  sent  me  a 
hundred  dollar  note,  a few  days  ago,  on  a bank  in  Flo- 
rida, which  he  had  been  trying  to  pass  off,  but  could 
not.  I went  to  a broker,  and  he  offered  me  seventy- 
five  dollars  in  District  paper  for  the  hundred  dollars  on 
the  Florida  bank.  I offered  him  the  note  for  eighty-five 
dollars,  and  he  refused  it.  I called  on  the  delegate  from 
Florida,  to  know  whether  the  bank  was  good.  He  in- 
formed me  that  it  was  perfectly  solvent,  and  as  sound 
as  any  bank  in  the  world;  that  its  paper  passed  freely 
in  Florida.  Then,  a man  who  owes  a debt  of  seventy- 
five  dollars  in  this  city,  who  may  reside  in  Florida,  will 
have  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  in  paper,  which  he 
takes  at  par  at  home,  to  liquidate  his  liability  in  this 
city.  Such  is  the  discount,  at  but  one  half  the  extent 
of  our  nation.  If  my  mind  had  ever  doubted  on  the 
subject  of  the  expediency  of  a United  States  bank,  this 

eiugle  uucuuiautuce  would  have  removed  ever''  doubt. 

The  government  has  disconnected  itself  from  tlie  cur- 
rency, and  all  things  are  in  confusibn,  and  I fear  will 
remain  so  until  we  have  what  was  appropriately  called, 
yesterday,  by  my  eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Hoffman,]  the  balance  wheel  of  a United  States  bank. 
I have  travelled  almost  in  every  part  of  the  union  with 
United  States  bank  paper,  and  never  met  with  an  in- 
dividual in  my  life  who  did  not  prefer  receiving  it  to 
specie.  But  the  condition  of  our  exchanges  has  been 
enlarged  upon  by  several  gentleman,  and  with  great 
force  by  the  able  member  who  preceded  me;  and  1 will 
not  consume  the  time  of  the  committee  on  that  branch 
of  the  subject. 

I had  intended  to  offer  some  considerations  upon, 
firrst,  the  right  of  the  government  to  create  and  estab- 
lish a good  and  sound  currency  for  the  people,  and  a 
safe  and  salutary  mode  of  exchange;  and,  secondly,  the 
duty  of  the  federal  government  to  exercise  that  power: 
but  I have  been  anticipated  by  the  able  member  from 
Winchester,  [Mr.  Mason,]  who  made  an  argument 
upon  this  subject,  clear  and  lucid;  one  which  has  been 
unanswered,  because  it  is  unanswerable.  He  showed 
the  evils  which  would  be  inflicted  on  the  people  by  es- 
tablishing one  currency  for  the  government  and  another 
for  the  people.  He  proved  the  close  affinity  of  both, 
and  their  relative  duties  and  responsibilities.  I will  only 
ask,  in  addition,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  the  government 
will  not  exercise  any  control  over,  and  feel  no  obliga- 
tion to  regulate,  the  currency  and  the  medium  of  ex- 
changes, for  what  purpose  was  this  federal  alliance 
formed?  Why  was  it  that  the  states  gave  up  to  the 
general  government  the  whole  control  over  commerce, 
if  tlmt  government  will  not  adoDt  means  for  carrying'  on 
that  commerce  with  a currency  uniform,  or  as  nearly 
so  as  human  wisdom  can  devise?  Why  have  they 
made  the  sacrifice  of  so  large  and  surrendered  of  so 
great  a portion  of  their  sovereignty,  as  to  be  denied  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  between  neighboring  states 
and  foreign  nations,  if  the  general  government  will  take 
no  step  to  promote  this  interchange?  What  other  con- 
sideration could  they  receive  for  this  immense  surren- 
der of  state  sovereignty,  but  that  the  government  would 
extend  its  paternal  care  to  effect  a good  currency  and 
safe  and  easy  exchanges?  But  the  president,  with  a 
profound  ignorance  of  both  the  spirit  and  the  intention 
of  the  constitution,  has  told  us  that  the  people  might  as 
well  expect  the  government  to  aid  in  the  transportation 
of  their  merchandise,  as  to  cause  or  establish  a good 
system  of  exchanges.  It  is  the  first  time  that  an  Ame- 
rican president  has  uttered  such  a sentiment  of  disre- 
gard to  an  injured  people;  and  I trust  that  their  indigna- 
tion will  make  it  the  last.  If  this  is  to  be  the  establish- 
ed doctrine  and  policy  of  the  government,  each  state 
will,  or  might  as  well,  stand  in  the  relation  of  separate 
and  distinct  nations;  for  each  will  bear  the  same  relation 
to  the  other,  so  far  as  currency  is  concerned,  as  Canada 
does  to  the  United  States,  or  the  different  nations  of 
Europe  do  to  each  other.  And  the  quicker  they  reas- 
sume the  power  over  commerce,  the  better  will  it  be  for 
their  interest  and  happiness. 

The  miserable  bunglers  of  the  executive,  who  have 
attempted  to  regulate  and  improve  the  currency,  have 

i!?u;ye -i ‘fe u°Ka1'^ rliifctt  tmp Yn?jf  e^xulfedf.110™1^  l'le 

now  feel  disposed,  like  a bewildered  pilot,  to  let  the  ship 
of  state  float  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  the  waves, 
in  hopes  of  reaching  a safe  point  which  their  pretended 
skill  could  not  attain,  or  leap  into  the  long-boat,  and  de- 
sert the  crew. 

The  president,  after  writing  us  a long  message  con- 
taining many  maxims  of  sound  policy,  many  long  sen- 
tences of  sophisms,  much  plausibility,  and  more  bad 
reasoning,  finally  hands  us  over,  by  way  of  recommen- 
dation, to  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  details  of 
his  new  schemes  and  untried  experiment.  I will  use 
this  occasion  to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  long 
essays  which  are  annually  given  by  our  executive  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  the  states.  The 
executive  seems  to  think  it  his  duty  to  send  us  a long 
lecture  upon  our  public  duties,  and  assumes  as  much 
importance  as  if  he  were  a professor  lecturing  a class 
of  sophomores  upon  the  principles  of  philosophy,  and 
schooling  us  in  the  line  of  our  duty. 

The  king  (or  now  the  queen)  of  England  and  the 
king  of  France  send  their  messages  or  speeches  to  the 
parliament  or  the  chamber  of  deputies,  of  about  a 
span’s  length,  simply  saying  that  the  nation  is  at  peace 
with  the  world,  the  king  is  thankful  for  the  supplies 
granted,  and  that  he  will  take  pleasure  in  carrying  out 


such  measures  as  the  parliament  or  chambers  may 
think  proper  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  natron,  it 
either  the  king  of  England  or  the  king  of  fiance  were 
to  threaten  a veto,  neither  would  hold  his  crown  a 
month,  if  he  would  escape  with  his  head.  I think  it 
ought  to  be  an  impeachable  offence  for  any  executive 
officer  of  government  to  send  a message  or  communi- 
cation to  congress  longer  than  a column  of  an  ordinary 
newspaper,  unless,  after  that  space,  statistics  and  tabu- 
lar exhibits  should  require  more. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  sent  us  a volume  of 
eighty-eight  large  pages,  laying  oft  his  subject,  like  the 
monster  in  grave  history,  into  “seven  heads  and  toil 
horns.”  I have  read  it  by  candlelight  and  by  daylight;  and 
in  groping  through  it  for  a clear  idea,  I could  not  find 
one!  Now  and  then  you  will  find  a beggarly  thought 
enshrouded  in  a whole  mist  and  cloud  ol  words.  But 
his  thoughts  and  ideas  are  like  the  arts  of  the  cuttle-fish, 
which,  naturalists  inform  us,  when  pursued,  throws  out, 
as  quick  as  magic,  a dark  liquid  which  embarrasses 
and  bewilders  its  pursuers,  whilst  it  escapes  from  pur- 
suit amid  its  own  self-created  darkness.  You  pursue 
his  thoughts,  but  in  the  pursuit  you  are  left  in  darkness. 
If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  a man  of  delicate  and 
refined  feelings,  1 would  not  have  suffered  the  perturba- 
tion of  mind  which  he  must  have  endured,  whilst  he 
was  thinking  of  and  writing  that  report,  for  all  the  pub- 
lic money  which  he  has  handled  for  the  last  four  years. 
I could  never  fully  realize  to  my  mind  the  description 
which  Milton  has  given  of  one  of  his  heroes,  who  was 
confused  and  disappointed,  until  I read  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury’s  report.  Milton  describes  a personage 
who  attempted  a great  reform — not,  perhaps,  m curren- 
cy, but  in  civil  government — (and  in  quoting  Miiton  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  criticisms  of  my  elo- 
quent friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hoffman,]  and  my 
no  less  able  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickens,] 
who  have  rendered  him,  by  their  able  review,  of  such 
questionable  authority.)  This  reformer  was  disappoint- 
ed, as  the  secretary  has  been,  and  was  humbled  from 
his  high  estate;  and  “nine  times  the  space  which  mea- 
sures day  and  night  to  mortal  man,”  he  lay  “ confound- 
ed, though  immortal.”  And  if  that  immortal  personage 
could  not  recover  his  faculties  for  nine  days,  amidst  the 
ruin  around  him,  why  should  we  be  surprised  that  it 
should  take  Mr.  Woodbury,  who  is  only  mortal,  nine 
times  nine  days  to  regain  his,  amid  the  distress  and 
ruin  which  he  has  created?  In  good  sooth,  I have  no 
doubt  that  he  was  confounded  whilst  writing.  Indeed, 
I am  satisfied  that  he  had  not  regained  any  of  his  facul- 
ties, save  his  “modest  assurance,”  when  he  asked  con- 
gress to  give  him  these  powers,  and  to  make  him,  ac- 
cording to  his  will  and  judgment,  the  sole  receiver  and 
disburser  of  the  public  moneys. 

.And  Ixoro,  Mr,  Chnirrnnn,I  will  olaim  the  kind  atfen- 

tion  of  the  committee  whilst  I say  a few  words  in  rela- 
tion to  the  treasury  department,  and  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration granting  it  additional  (I  might  say  unlimited) 
powers.  I feel  conscious,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  what- 
ever I may  say  can  have  but  little  weight  in  this  house 
or  with  the  nation;  but  I should  be  happy  if  I could  flat- 
ter myself  that  any  thought  which  I may  express  would 
awaken  reflection  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  this 
house,  or  any  citizen  not  a member.  The  day  was, 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  a public  officer  thought  himself 
an  officer  of  the  country  and  responsible  to  the  laws. 
Things  have  changed.  Now,  every  officer,  however 
important  or  insignificant,  considers  himself  an  execu- 
tive officer,  and  reponsible  to  the  executive.  This  mo- 
dern doctrine  has  obtained,  and  therefore  I must  con- 
sider the  bill  in  relation  to  modern  usage  and  construc- 
tion. Still,  I will  offer  my  protest  against  the  construc- 
tion. It  might  be  more  curious  than  profitable  to  ac- 
count for  this  transition  of  custom  and  construction. — 
Perhaps  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact,  that,  as  general 
Jackson  had  overwhelming  popularity,  and  rewarded 
most  liberally  his  partisan  friends,  each  who  felt  anx- 
ious to  be  promoted  thought  that,  by  placing  himself 
under  the  executive  wing  and  will,  he  would  he  sooner 
rewarded  for  his  servility;  and  congress,  under  the  zeal 
of  party  feeling,  thought  that  their  friend  and  chief  could 
not  err— that  the  president  “could  do  no  wrong” — and 
therefore  acquiesced.  Whilst  I know  this  to  be  the 
prevailing  construction  in  this  house  and  out  of  it,  still 
I will  venture,  perhaps  with  temerity,  to  express  mv 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  an  officer  not  known 
in  the  constitution.  Then,  under  the  constitution  he 
can  claim  no  powers.  lie  has  been  created  by  law, 
and  to  that  law  he  should  look  for  not  only  his  existence 
as  an  officer  of  government,  but  for  the  powers  and 
duties  which  have  been  assigned  to  him.  And  he 
should  look  to  all  the  laws  (and  not  to  the  executive) 
which  assign  him  duties,  for  the  quantity  and  discretion 
of  duty  which  may  be  imposed  upon  him  to  discharge. 
He  is  not  to  look  to  the  nominating  power  for  his  au- 
thority of  action,  but  to  the  creating  power.  The  law 
brings  hint  into  being,  and  the  law  alone  rightfully  pre- 
scribes his  power  of  action.  The  executive  might  have 
exercised  the  constitutional  negative  at  the  time  of  his 
creation;  but  it  gave  its  sanction  to  the  law,  and  in 
that  sanction  it  yielded  its  acquiescence  to  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  which  run  with  and 
are  contained  in  the  law  of  his  creation,  and  fo  the  sub- 
sequent laws  which  enlarge  or  restrain  his  sphere  of 
duty.  A question  of  great  interest  might  here  naturally 
arise,  whether  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution 
and  those  granted  by  the  laws  should  be  decided  by  a 
common  rule  of  interpretation.  I have  not  the  time 
now,  if  I possessed  the  ability,  to  make  an  argument 
upon  the  true  rules  of  construction  of  both  the  constitu- 
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tion  and  the  laws.  I will  content  myself  for  the  present 
by  quoting  a rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  a let- 
ter to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  1831.  “A  constitution,  (says 
Mr.  Madison,)  being  derived  from  a superior  authority 
[to  the  laws,]  is  to  be  expounded  and  obeyed,  not  con- 
trolled or  varied,  by  the  subordinate  authority  of  a legis- 
lature. A law,  on  the  other  hand,  resting  on  no  higher 
authority  than  that  possessed  by  every  successive  legis- 
lature, its  expediency  as  well  as  its  meaning  is  within 
the  scope  of  the  latter.”  If  this  rule  is  correct,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  should  direct  his  eye  to  congress 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  not  make 
himself,  as  he  has  made  himself,  or  allowed  himself  to 
be  made,  the  supple  instrument  in  the  executive  hands. 

Those  who  urge  that  the  president  has  entire  control 
over  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  because  he  has  the 
power  under  the  constitution  to  nominate  to  office,  run 
into  error;  and,  in  order  to  make  their  construction 
more  plausible,  assume  (what  is  not  the  fact)  that  the 
secretary  is  a mere  subordinate  auxiliary  officer  of  the 
executive  department;  that  the  president  is  not  only  re- 
sponsible for  his  own  acts,  but  is  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  all  officers  of  government  whom  he  may  no- 
minate; and  being  responsible,  they  maintain,  for  the 
aets  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  he  has  a right 
to  control  the  actions  of  the  secretary,  and  to  assume, 
in  the  secretary’s  stead,  the  entire  responsibility  of 
the  secretary’s  acts.  The  president,  I liumbly  con- 
ceive, has  the  mere  right  to  nominate  (or  he  may  sus- 
pend) a person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  the  senate,  a co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  executive,  quoad  the  appointing  power, 
have  a right  to  confirm  or  to  reject  the  nominee.  This 
gives  no  power  to  either  to  control  the  actions  of  the 
secretary.  But  it  is  the  law  that  throws  dignity  and 
duties  around  the  secretary,  and  the  law  assigns  his 
powers  and  his  obligations.  For  the  fidelity  of  dis- 
charging his  duties,  he  becomes  responsible  neither  to 
the  nominating  nor  the  appointing  power,  but  he  be- 
comes only  responsible  himself  to  the  law;  and  for  an 
infraction  of  the  law  or  malfeasance  in  office,  he  is 
amenable  to  the  law,  and  answerable  before  tribunals 
adequate  to  pronounce  decision  of  acquittal  or  condem- 
nation for  all  of  his  official  acts.  The  president  may 
nominate — congress  can  abolish.  If  the  modern  doc- 
trine is  correct,  as  has  been  assumed,  that  the  right  of 
the  president  to  nominate  to  office  carries  with  it  a right 
to  control  the  acts  of  a secretary,  then  the  president, 
who  has  legislative  power  as  well  as  executive  duties 
to  perform,  (for  no  law  can  be  passed  without  the  sig- 
nature of  the  president,)  can,  by  a parity  of  reasoning, 
not  only  interpret  and  control,  and  arrest  the  operation 
of  the  law  which  he  has  signed,  (as  has  been  done,)  but 
he  can  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  and  find  his 
justification,  not  in  the  sanctions  of  that  inetrnmmt.  nr 
in  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but  by  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  outraging  both — seek  his  justification  in 
making  an  appeal,  not  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country, 
but  to  the  American  people,  to  countenance  his  attack 
upon  the  institutions  of  the  country,  upon  the  co-ordi- 
nate departments  of  government — for  assuming  sole 
executive  and  legislative  power — and  for  arrogating  un- 
controlled power  over  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  currency  and  money  of  the  government.  When 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  several  states 
framed  the  constitution,  they  assigned  the  president  his 
duties,  and  required  him,  in  the  discharge  of  those  offi- 
cial duties,  to  make  his  conduct  quadrate  with  that  in- 
strument; nowhere  recognizing  his  right  to  control  a 
public  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  legal  duties;  no- 
where recognizing  his  right,  in  justification  of  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  appeal  to  the 
people,  in  order  to  gain  their  sympathy  or  contempt, 
their  forgiveness  or  their  censure.  Every  usurper  ap- 
peals to  the  people:  Caesar  appealed  to  the  people;  so 
did  Cromwell  and  Bonaparte;  all  deceived  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  each  trampled  upon  their  lib- 
erties. A candidate  for  office  may  appeal  to  the  people 
— a public  officer  should  appeal  to  the  law;  and  if  the 
law  will  not  suit  the  people,  they  can  order  their  repre- 
sentatives to  alter  it.  Whether  these  views  are  correct 
or  not,  they  are  still  the  sentiments  I entertain;  and, 
holding  them,  I am  free  to  give  them  utterance;  for  I 
believe  this  to  be  a time  when  every  representative  of 
the  people  should  think  audibly. 

The  law  nf  SonmmW  11.  an  avt  Ul 

establish  the  treasury  department,  declares,  in  the  first 
section, 

“That  there  shall  be  a department  of  the  treasury,  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  a comptroller,  an  auditor,  a 
treasurer,  a register,”  &c. 

“Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  su- 
perintend the  adjustment  and  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts;  to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by  the 
auditor,  and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon  to  the 
register;  to  countersign  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  which  shall  be  warranted  by 
law;  to  report  to  the  secretary  the  official  forms  of  all 
papers  to  be  issued  in  the  different  offices  for  collecting 
the  public  revenue,  and  the  manner  and  form  of  keep- 
ing and  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  persons  em- 
ployed therein.  He  shall,  moreover,  provide  for  the  re- 
gular and  punctual  payment  of  all  moneys  which  may 
be  collected,”  &c. 

Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
disburse  the  same  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  countersigned  by  the  comptroller,  recorded 
by  the  register,  and  not  otherwise.  He  shall  take  receipts 
for  all  moneys  paid  by  him,  and  all  receipts  for  moneys 
received  by  him  shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants  signed 


by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  without  which  war- 
rant, so  signed!  no  acknowledgment  of  money  received 
into  the  public  treasury  shall  be  valid.  And  the  said 
treasurer  shall  render  his  account  to  the  comptroller 
quarterly,  (or  oftener,  if  required,)  and  shall  transmit  a 
copy  thereof,  when  settled,  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. He  shall,  moreover,  on  the  third  day  of  every 
session  of  congress,  lay  before  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  all  accounts 
by  him,  from  time  to  time,  rendered  to  and  settled  with 
the  comptroller,  as  aforesaid;  as  also  a true  and  perfect 
account  of  the  state  of  the  treasury.  He  shall  at  all 
times  submit  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
comptroller,  or  either  of  them,  the  inspection  of  the  mo- 
neys in  his  hands;  and  shall,  prior  to  the  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond,  with  sufficient  secu- 
rity, to  be  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
comptroller,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  payable  to  the  United  States,  with  condition  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for 
the  fidelity  of  the  persons  tobebyhimemployed;  whichbond 
shall  bo  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.” 

Section  5 assigns  the  duties  of  the  auditor. 

Section  6,  of  the  register. 

“Sec.  8.  That  no  person  appointed  to  any  office  in- 
stituted by  this  act  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  con- 
cerned or  interested  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  trade 
or  commerce;  or  be  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any 
sea  vessel;  or  purchase,  by  himself,  or  another  in  trust 
for  him,  any  public  lands  or  other  public  property;  or 
be  concerned  in  the  purchase  or  disposal  of  any  public 
securities  of  any  state  or  of  the  United  States;  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  own  use  any  emolument  or  gain  for  ne- 
gotiating or  transacting  any  business  with  said  depart- 
ment, other  than  shall  be  allowed  by  law.  And  if  any 
person  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  prohibitions  of 
this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  and  forfeit  to  the  United  States  the  pen- 
alty of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion, be  removed  from  office,  and  forever  thereafter  be 
incapable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,” 
&c. 

In  1817,  March  3,  four  auditors  were  created,  and 
one  comptroller,  additional;  but  the  restraints  upon  each 
officer  are  as  great  as  in  the  law  of  1798. 

I cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  pause  here  for  a mo- 
ment to  admire  the  great  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the 
wise  framers  of  these  statutes  in  guarding  the  [public  mo- 
neys of  the  people,  by  the  variety  of  officers  which  they 
have  created  to  be  guards  and  checks  upon  each  other. 
They  knew  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  anditsimpotency 
to  resist  the  seductive  influence  of  temptation.  By  these 
statutes,  we  find  that  even  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
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had  as  little  control  over  it  as  any  other  officer  of  the 
government. 

By  the  extracts  of  the  statutes  which  I have  read,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  the  same  law  which  created  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  created  co-ordinate,  and  I 
maintain  co-equal,  officers  of  that  department,  who  were 
as  independent  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  they 
are  independent  of  the  secretary  of  war;  who  are  as  in- 
dependent of  the  president  as  they  are  independent  of 
each  other.  They  are  not  to  look  to  any  power  but  the 
law,  and  that  they  are  to  obey.  The  treasurer  is  re- 
quired to  give  a large  bond.  To  whom?  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury?  No,  sir,  to  the  nation.  Then  he 
is  responsible  to  the  nation,  and  not  to  the  secretary. — 
The  co-ordinate  officers,  the  comptrollers,  the  auditors, 
the  treasurer,  and  the  register,  hold  no  responsibility  to 
the  secretary;  congress  have  appointed  them  guards 
upon  the  public  money  and  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  and  I fondly  hope  that  they  will  so  regard 
themselves.  Rumor  has  reached  my  ear,  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind,  that  some  officers  have  been  consi- 
dered too  honestly  faithful  to  the  law,  and  would  not 
bend  to  advice  from  a particular  direction.  It  will  be 
understood  where  I wish  it  to  be,  when  I say  to  them, 
be  firm  and  faithful  to  the  law  and  your  duty.  I will 
say  to  those  officers  in  Washington  and  out  of  it,  whe- 
ther I know  them  or  not,  whether  they  are  conserva- 
tives, whigs,  or  Van  Buren  men,  as  long  as  they  are 
faithful  to  the  laws,  and  firmly  resolved  to  do  their  duty, 
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do  their ’3uty  to  the  people  and  the  laws,  and,  if  perse^ 
cution  should  assail  them,  I care  not  how  dark  the 
cloud,  how  fearful  the  storm,  as  long  as  I have  a place  on 
this  floor,  I will  raise  my  humble  voice  in  their  defence. 

But,  to  examine  for  a moment  the  bill  on  your  table. 
What  does  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  propose 
by  that  bill?  In  a bill  of  ten  little  [sections,  to  blot  out 
from  your  statute  book  all  the  many  laws  which  creat- 
ed, regulated,  restricted,  and  restrained  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury;  and  to  destroy  the  enactments  of  our  fore- 
fathers, which,  so  cautiously  guarded  the  public  moneys 
of  the  people.  To  destroy  the  power,  or  to  surrender 
it,  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  over  the  reve- 
nues of  the  nation,  and  to  place  it  all  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  control  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  This 
is  not  all;  the  bill  proposes  more:  it  proposes  to  give  to 
the  secretary,  singly  and  alone,  not  only  power  over  the 
money  of  the  nation,  but  it  also  invests  him  with  legis- 
lative powers.  It  proposes,  in  the  very  first  section,  af- 
ter saying  that  “the  collectors  of  the  customs,”  “post- 
masters,’7 &c.,  shall  be  “receivers”  and  “fiscal  agents,” 
that  they  shall  be  governed  “by  any  regulation  of  the  trea- 
sury department ” “which,  in  its  wisdom,  it  may  think 
necessary,”  &c.  In  the  fourth  section,  after  saying 
that  the  receiving  officers  of  the  revenues  “may  be  al- 
lowed any  necessary  additional  expenses  for  clerks, 


fire-proof  chests  or  vaults,  (as  if  the  keeper  of  the  key 
of  a vault  could  not  have  the  same  ready  access  to  it  as 
he  would  have  to  his  own  private  bureau,)  or  other  ne- ' 
cessary  expenses  of  safe-keeping,  transferring,  and  dis- 
bursing said  moneys; — all  such  expenses,  of  every  cha- 
racter, to  be  first  expressly  authorized  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasuiy,  whose  direction  upon  all  the  above  subjects, 
by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly 
followed  by  all  the  said  officers.” 

In  the  fifth  section,  he  has  the  power  “to  appoint  spe- 
cial agents,  as  occasion  may  require,  with  such  reasona- 
ble compensation  as  he  may  allow;"  “and  reports  are  to 
be  made  in  all  cases,  as  the  secretary  in  his  discretion 
shall  direct.” 

I ask  any  candid  mind  if  it  is  in  the  jpower  of  lan- 
guage to  give  more  absolute  and  unqualified  power  over 
the  money  of  the  nation,  and  over  every  officer  who  is  to  re* 
ceive  or  pay  it,  than  is  given  by  this  bill  to  the  secretary  of 
thetreasury?  Cansuch  a measure  ever  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  a majority  of  the  representatives  of  freemen? — 
That  such  a bill  should  be  received  in  this  house,  with- 
out exciting  tne  strongest  teeimgs  of  indignation,  sur- 
prises me.  That  this  house  should  patiently  allow  any 
committee  to  ask  them,  without  prompt  resentment,  to 
surrender  their  rights,  and  the  rights  of  those  whom 
they  represent,  into  the  hands  of  one  single  individual, 
excites  my  distrust  for  the  spirit  of  its  independence. — 
Even  the  slavish  members  of  a Turkish  divan  would 
rebel  against  such  a measure.  If  the  representatives  of 
the  people  abandon  their  interests  on  this  floor,  I have 
greatly  mistaken  the  genius  and  character  of  my  coun- 
trymen, if  they  will  not  quickly  abandon  them.  I use 
this  language  in  no  spirit  of  censure  or  threat,  but  in 
prophecy. 

We  have  wandered  beyond  our  reckoning;  we  have 
been  floating  in  an  unknown  sea!  and  our  pilots  are 
ignorant  of  the  seas,  the  winds,  and  the  stars.  This 
they  have  proved;  but  still  they  call  on  us  to  trust  to 
them,  although  they  have  run  us  aground;  they  promise 
to  run  on  another  tack,  and  say  they  can  escape  the 
reefs  and  the  breakers.  They  are  in  a fog,  but  are  still 
determined  to  rush  recklessly  on,  instead  of  using  the 
anchor,  and  run  the  ship  of  state  they  know  not  where. 

It  is  a good,  a safe  maxim  with  the  merchants — I 
hope  and  trust  it  will  become  the  maxim  of  the  farmers 
and  the  mechanics — never  to  trust  those  twice,  who  have 
deceived  them  once.  I was  in  the  panic  session  of  the 
twenty-third  congress,  one  of  the  youngest  (I  know  the 
humblest)  members  on  this  floor.  When  the  rash,  now 
all  know  the  ruinous,  experiment  was  proposed,  almost 
the  entire  executive  party  predicted  that  it  was  the  com- 
mencement of  a golden  era — that  every  mechanic 
would  have  all  his  pockets  filled  with  gold.  I might 
read  extracts  from  fifty  speeches  to  prove  this  assertion- 
if  it  »cit  necessary.  I couia  read  extracts  trom  fifty 
speeches,  made  by  the  opponents  of  that  measure,  to 
prove  that  they  predicted  all  the  dire  effects  which  the 
whole  nation  are  now  groaning  under,  if  that  visionary 
scheme  should  be  adopted. 

What  were  then  promises  on  the  one  side  have  proved 
as  deceptive  as  what  was  then  prediction  on  the  other  is 
now  sad  reality.  If  the  half-starved  children,  and  the 
haggard  looks  of  their  miserable  mothers  and  agonized 
fathers,  which  we  all  have  left  behind  us  in  our  districts, 
be  not  sufficient  proof  of  the  fact,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  president  has  convok- 
ed us  at  this  unseasonable  and  unusual  period.  When 
I saw  then  around  me  the  grave  and  experienced,  the 
learned  and  practical  men,  discussing  the  whole  policy 
of  our  currency  and  our  government,  I felt  too  distrust- 
ful of  my  ability,  though  confident  in  my  judgment,  to 
participate  in  that  debate.  But  when  I have  seen  that 
experiment  fail,  and  the  same  men  who  urged  it  press 
upon  us^another — an  experiment  which  I believe  will 
make  the  rich  poor  and  tne  poor  miserable — I am  un- 
willing to  be  a silent  voter;  and,  however  limited  my 
range  of  thought  and  ability,  I am  still  resolved  to  speak 
the  inmost  feelings  of  my  mind,  if  this  speech  were  to 
be  my  last;  for  diffidence  in  this  crisis  I do  not  regard  a 
virtue. 

What  is  the  character  of  our  currency  now?  what  is 
the  character  of  our  exchanges?  what,  let  me  ask  you, 
is  the  condition  of  our  people?  Miserable  beyond  de- 
scription or  parallel.  What  were  the  people  promised, 
if  jyoul/t  rro  against  the  United  States 
go  for  the  humbug  e*;....  :>>.  - - - ■'  1 my  were  promised 

all  that  the  imagination  could  throw  out  to  eager  hope. 
The  farmer  was  mid  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
checked  his  energies  and  caused  a failue  in  his  wheat 
crops;  the  mechanic  was  told  that  he  would  never  be  a 
rich  man  as  long  as  there  was  a United  States  bank; 
the  merchant  was  told  that  exchanges  would  be  im- 
proved if  he  would  but  aid  in  destroying  the  monster; 
the  professional  man  was  led  to  believe  that  he  would 
never  have  a patient,  or  a client,  or  a marital  rite  to 
perform,  if  he  did  not  join  in  a cry  against  Nick  Biddle 
and  the  bank.  All  were  promised,  and  too  many  be- 
lieved, that  if  they  would  war  against  the  monster  bank, 
the  -whole  land  would  flow  in  gold  and  silver;  that  the 
imagination  of  the  travelling  Spaniard  through  South 
America  would  be  changed  from  conceit  to  vivid  and 
tangible  reality;  that  the  houses  would  be  covered  with 
gold  and  silver;  that  the  trees  would  bear  ambrosial  fruits 
of  vegetable  gold;  that  the  whole  nation  would  be  an 
El  Dorado  and  a specie  paradise;  that  all  might  volup- 
tuously live  without  working,  and  be  rich  without  in- 
dustry. This  picture  was  delightful  to  the  imagination, 
and  it  required  the  sternest  philosophy  to  resist  its  cap- 
tivating influence.  For  who,  Mr.  Chairman,  would  la- 
bor for  wealth,  if  he  can  gain  it  by  idleness? 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER* 


Fifth  series.  No.  19.— Yol.  III.] WASHINGTON  CITY,  JANUARY  6,  1838. [Vol.  LIII.— Whole  No.  1,371. 

THE  PAST — THE  TRESENT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


QCr-The  address  of  Mr.  Fletcher  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  in  reference  to  his  speech  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
is  inserted  in  this  number.  In  our  next  we  will 
publish  the  address  of  Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, a member  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  his  constituents. 

fjCfHn  another  page  we  have  published  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Vermont  legislature,  with  those  sub- 
mitted to  the  senate  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Norvell, 

and  Morris  on  the  slav©  question.  As  coon  ac  tho 

debate  on  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  first 
named,  is  concluded,  we  will  lay  it  before  our 
readers,  with  the  yeas  and  nays,  &c. 

Congressional.  Our  congressional  abstracts 
are  made  up  to  Thursday,  inclusive.  On  yes- 
terday the  message  inserted  below  was  communi- 
cated to  congress  by  the  president,  and  in  both 
houses  referred  to  their  respective  committees  on 
foreign  affairs.  In  the  senate,  after  the  reference 
of  the  message,  Mr.  Preston’s  resolution,  offered 
on  Thursday,  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union,  was  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
week.  It  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  just  and  true  boundary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  under  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  extended 
on  the  south  west  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte, 
which  river  continued  to  be  the  boundary  line  until 
the  territory  west  of  the  Sabine  was  surrendered  to 
Spain  by  the  treaty  of  1819: 

And  whereas  such  surrender  of  a portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  is  of  evil  precedent 
and  doubtful  constitutionality: 

And  whereas  many  weighty  considerations  of 
policy  make  it  expedient  to  re-establish  the  said 
true  boundary,  and  to  re-annex  to  the  United  States 
the  territory  occupied  by  the  state  of  Texas,  with 
the  consent  of  the  said  state: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  state  previously  had,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  effected  consistently  with  the  faith  and  treaty 
stipulations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  desirable  and 
expedient  to  re-annex  the  said  territory  to  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions  were  again  taken  up, 
and  were  considered  until  a late  hour,  but  without 
any  final  action  having  been  taken  on  them. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Adams  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules  that  a resolution  reported  on  Thursday  by 
Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
calling  on  the  president  for  such  information  in  the 
possession  of  either  of  the  departments,  in  relation 
to  the  capture  of  the  Mexican  vessel  of  war,  the 
gen.  Urea,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest; but  the  house  refused — ayes  79,  nays  112. 

The  following  message,  in  w’riting,  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  by  the  hands  of 
his  private  secretary,  A.  Van  Buren,  esq. 

To  the  senate  and 

house  o f representatives  of  the  United  States: 

Recent  experience  on  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  events  now  daily  occur- 
ring on  our  northern  frontier,  have  abundantly 
shown  that  the  existing  laws  are  insufficient  to 
guard  against  hostile  invasion,  from  the  United 
States,  of  the  territory  of  friendly  and  neighboring 
nations. 

The  laws  in  force  provide  sufficient  penalties  for 
the  punishment  of  such  offences,  after  they  have 
been  committed,  and  provided  the  parties  can  be 
found;  but  the  executive  is  powerless  in  many 
cases  to  prevent  the  commission  of  them,  even 
when  in  possession  of  ample  evidence  of  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  evil-disposed  persons  to  violate 
our  laws. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  this  defect  in  our  le- 
gislation. It  i3  apparent  that  the  executive  ought 
to  bo  clotbod  with  adequate  power  effectually  to 
restrain  all  persons  within  our  jurisdiction  from  the 
commission  of  acts  of  this  character.  They  tend 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  inevitably 
involve  the  government  in  perplexing  controversies 
with  foreign  powers.  I recommend  a careful  revi- 
sion of  all  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  such  addition- 
al enactments  as  may  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the 
executive  full  power  to  prevent  injuries  being  in- 
flicted upon  neighboring  nations  by  the  unauthoriz- 
ed and  unlawful  acts  of  citizens  of  the  United 
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States,  or  of  other  persons  who  may  be  within  our 
jurisdiction,  and  subject  to  our  control. 

In  illustration  of  these  views,  and  to  show  the 
necessity  of  an  early  action  on  the  part  of  congress, 
I submit  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  received  from 
the  marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  directed  to  repair  to  the  frontier,  and 
take  all  authorized  measures  to  secure  the  faithful 
execution  of  existing  laws.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  5,  1838. 

The  message,  and  accompanying  letter,  having 
been  read,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  reterrea 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

After  some  proceedings,  which  shall  be  given  in 
detail  in  our  next,  the  following  resolution,  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  was  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  tliis  house,  as  far  as  the 
same  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
information  in  either  of  the  departments  respecting  the 
capture,  by  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  of 
the  Mexican  vessel  of  war  the  General  Urea,  and  its 
subsequent  restoration  by  the  United  States  to  the  Mexi- 
can government. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  also  copies  of  all  instructions  to  the  officers  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  all  correspon- 
dence with  them,  with  the  governors  of  any  of  the  states, 
and  with  the  governments  and  officers  of  Mexico  and 
of  Great  Britain  concerning  the  preservation  of  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States  in  the  civil  wars  and  insur- 
rections in  Mexico  and  in  any  of  the  British  provinces 
north  of  the  United  States,  since  the  year  1829,  and  par- 
ticularly of  a letter  from  the  late  president  of  the  United 
States  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  dated 
on  or  about  the  10th  December,  1836.” 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  house  any  additional  information  in  his  posses- 
sion of  acts  endangering  the  amicable  relations  between 
this  government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  either  by  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  or  by  our  own  citizens,  on  the 
Canadian  frontier,  and  what  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  executive  to  preserve  our  neutrality  with  said 
kingdom. 

Considerable  debate  ensued  on  the  resolution 
and  amendments.  Finally,  the  question  was  suc- 
cessively put  on  both  amendments,  and  then  on  the 
resolution  as  amended,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 

Some  unimportant  business  was  next  transacted, 
after  which  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

From  the  Globe  of  Jast  night. 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.  STATES 
OF  AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  information  having  been  received  of 
a dangerous  excitement  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  civil  war 
begun  in  Canada,  and  instructions  having  been 
given  to  the  U.  States  officers  on  that  frontier,  and 
applications  having  been  made  to  the  governors  of 
the  adjoining  states  to  prevent  any  unlawful  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  our  citizens  in  the  contest  un- 
fortunately commenced  in  the  British  provinces: 
additional  information  has  just  been  received,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  proclamations  of  the  governors 
of  the  states  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  exhorting 
their  citizens  to  refrain  from  any  unlawful  acts 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  presence  of  the  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  who,  by  my  directions,  have  visited 
the  scenes  of  commotion  with  the  view'  of  impress- 
ing the  citizens  with  a proper  sense  of  their  duty, 
the  excitement,  instead  of  being  appeased,  is  every 
day  increasing  in  degree — that  arms  and  munitions 
of  war,  and  other  supplies,  have  been  procured  by 
the  insurgents  in  the  United  States — that  a military 
force,  consisting,  in  part  at  least,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  actually  organized,  had  con- 
regated  at  Navy  Island,  and  were  still  in  arms  un- 
der the  command  of  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  were  constantly  receiving  accessions 
and  aid: 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  authority  of 
the  laws  may  be  maintained,  and  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties observed,  I,  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  do 
most  earnestly  exhort  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  have  thus  violated  their  duties,  to  return 


peaceably  to  their  respective  homes;  and  I hereby 
warn  them,  that  any  persons  who  shall  compromit 
the  neutrality  of  this  government  by  interfering  in 
an  unlawful  manner  with  the  affairs  of  the  neigh- 
boring British  provinces,  will  render  themselves  lia- 
ble to  arrest  and  punishment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  will  be  rigidly  enforced;  and, 
also,  that  they  will  receive  no  aid  or  countenance 
from  their  government  into  whatever  difficulties 
they  may  be  thrown  by  the  violation  of  the  law's  of 
their  country,  and  of  the  territory  of  a neighboring 
and  friendly  nation. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington, 

the  fifth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1838,  and  the 

sixty-second  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States.  M.VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 

Maryland  senator.  On  Monday  last  Wil- 
liam D.  Merrick,  of  Charles  county,  w'as  elected  a 
senator  in  congress,  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the 
lamented  governor  Kent,  whose  term  of  service 
would  have  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

The  vote  was  for  Merrick  61,  Blanks  33.  One 
whig  was  absent. 

Affairs  in  Canada.  From  the  particulars 
given  below,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  war  in  the 
upper  province  is  becoming  a serious  affair,  and  is 
likely  to  involve  this  government  in  difficulty,  un- 
less great  prudence  is  observed  by  our  authorities. 
The  account  of  the  attack  on  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, peaceably  lying  within  our  waters,  is  no  doubt, 
exaggerated.  It  has,  however,  created  a great  deal 
of  bitter  feeling  in  that  quarter;  and  the  mayor  of 
Buffalo  has  issued  a proclamation,  declaring  that 
measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  future  aggres- 
sions, and  the  sheriff  of  Erie  county  has  made  a 
requisition  on  the  commander  of  the  47th  brigade. 
New  York  militia,  which  has  been  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Buffalo  without  delay,  armed  and  equip- 
ped for  service.  The  last  “rumor”  is,  that  the  Bri- 
tish forces  were  landing  on  Grand  Island. 

A proclamation  has  been  issued  from  Navy  Is- 
land, setting  forth  the  objects  of  the  persons  assem- 
bled there,  and  calling  upon  the  reformers  of  Canada 
to  make  it  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  to  lend 
their  aid  otherwise  in  revolutionizing  the  province. 
This  is  signed  by  Wm.  Lyon  Mackenzie,  as  chair- 
man pro  tern,  of  the  provincial  government  of  the 
state  of  Upper  Canada.  It  states  that  the  force 
embodied  on  Navy  Island  is  well  supplied  with  the 
necessaries  of  war,  the  contribution  of  their  friends 
in  New  York;  and  offers  a bounty  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  to  all  volunteers  who  will  lend  their 
personal  aid  in  bringing  to  a conclusion  the  Cana- 
dian struggle  for  independence.  The  patriots  are 
enjoined  not  to  commit  any  excesses  on  the  proper- 
ty or  persons  of  the  royalists,  on  pain  of  the  severest 
punishment.  A reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  is 
offered  for  sir  Francis  Head,  that  “he  may  be  dealt 
with  as  may  appertain  to  justice.”  In  this  paper  it 
is  also  formally  stated  that  the  command  of  the  mi- 
litary forces  is  given  to  gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  son 
of  gen.  S.  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  assisted  by 
sundry  other  military  men,  who  are  named. 

Later.  The  account  of  the  attack  on  the  Caroline 
is  confirmed.  The  correspondent  of  the  “Globe,” 
in  New  York  says — A special  message  was  trans- 
mitted by  gov.  Marcy  to  the  legislature  on  this  un- 
happy aifair  being  made  known  to  him.  He  states 
the  loss  of  life  to  be  twelve  persons,  either  killed  in 
the  affray,  or  who  perished  at  the  Falls.  His  tone 
is  manly,  patriotic,  and  decisive,  and  he  unflinch- 
ingly declares  there  is  “no  justification  for  the  hos- 
tile invasion  of  our  territory,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  lives  of  our  citizens.”  Governor  Marcy  then 
adds:  “The  general  government  is  entrusted  with 
the  maintenance  of  our  relations,  and  will  undoubt- 
edly take  the  necessary  steps  to  redress  the  wrong, 
and  sustain  the  honor  of  the  country.” 

From  the  Buffalo  Com.  Adv.,  Dec.  29,  2,  P.  M. 

Our  citizens  were  all  on  the  qui  vice  from  an  ear- 
ly hour,  in  consequence  of  a report  that  the  British 
forces  had  made  a landing  on  the  lower  portion  of 
Grand  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  in- 
surgents from  their  strong  hold  on  Navy  Island. 
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Muskets,  rifles,  shot  guns,  horses,  pistols,  swords, 
bayonets,  &c.  were  instantly  in  requisition,  and  our 
streets  shortly  presented  quite  a warlike  animated 
spectacle — with  hundreds  of  anxious  and  excited 
men,  all  burning  to  repel  “the  foe.” 

A little  before  one,  the  messenger  returned,  hav- 
ing gone  as  far  as  Tonawanda,  where  he  learned 
that  the  rumor  was  without  foundation.  This 
seemed  to  allay  the  excitement,  and  perhaps,  dis- 
appointed some  of  the  most  ardent  for  immediate 
hostilities. 

The  reported  arri  vals  of  British  regulars  probably 
arose  from  the  coming  in  of  the  loyalist  volunteers 
under  M’Nab  in  full  uniform. 

Gov.  Head  arrived  at  Chippewa  yesterday,  with 
400  volunteers  from  Cobourg,  brought  in  two  steam- 
boats from  Toronto. 

The  cannonading  heard  early  this  morning,  de- 
stroyed the  loyalist  hydra-headed  breast  work  again 
which  seems  to  spring  up  every  night  merely  to  be 
cut  down  in  the  morning.  Between  00  ana  70  guns 
were  fired  to  accomplish  their  destruction. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  extra,  Fri- 
day, Dec.  29,  6 o'clock,  p.  m. 

_ We  are  informed  that  400  regular  troops  have  ar- 
rived at  Chippewa,  from  the  lower  province,  with 
a park  of  artillery,  and  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
gov.  Head  (who  is  now  at  Chippewa)  to  commence 
an  attack  upon  Navy  Island  to-night  or  early  to- 
morrow morning,  with  cannon  and  howitzer,  and  if 
possible  to  land  upon  the  island  under  cover  of 
their  cannon  and  shell. 

Some  of  our  deputy  marshals  have  returned  since 
our  paper  went  to  press.  They  report  that  but  few 
Indians  are  upon  Grand  Island,  and  it  is  not  known 
from  whence  they  came;  it  is  very  possible  that 
they  are  on  the  island  hunting. 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat  of  Friday  night. 

We  learn  from  a gentleman  who  left  the  Falls  on 
Wednesday  evening,  that  the  firing  commenced  at 
1 o’clock  from  the  island,  and  continued  during  the 
whole  of  the  afternoon  and  night. 

The  first  shot  was  aimed  at  a white  house  nearly 
opposite  the  island,  occupied  by  the  negro  troops; 
the  iron  visiter  of  course,  startled  the  inmates,  who 
were  seen  flying  in  all  directions,  the  moment  the 
shot  took  effect. 

As  if  enraged  by  so  unexpected  a visiter,  three 
boats,  occupied  by  some  fifty  or  more  men,  pushed 
out  from  Chippewa,  with  the  apparent  wild  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  island. 

When  they  had  proceeded  about  fifty  rods  from 
the  shore,  a shot  was  directed  against  the  foremost 
boat — a scow,  containing  some  thirty  or  forty  men 
— but  without  effect.  Its  elevation  wa3  too  high, 
and  it  produced  no  mischief;  but  a charge  of  grape 
shot  followed,  and  the  result  was  tremendous. 

The  water  was  thrown  high  into  the  air  in  the 
wildest  confusion,  and  for  a moment,  completely 
obscured  the  boat.  When  it  cleared  away,  only 
five  or  six  men  were  seen  standing  up;  but  whether 
they  were  prostrated  by  fear  or  lead,  is  unknown. 

You  may  well  conceive  that  after  so  prompt  a 
repulse,  they  deemed  prudence  the  better  part  of 
valor,  and  made  the  be3t  of  their  way  to  the  shore. 
The  rumor  is,  that  fifteen  were  killed  and  seven- 
teen wounded,  but  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the 
rumor,  as  we,  of  course,  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

The  royalists  did  not  return  the  fire  until  nearly 
five  o’clock.  It  was  then  most  lustily  directed 
against  the  islanders,  and  is  still  continued,  with 
what  effect,  we  shall  know  to-morrow. 

The  royalists  have  collected  a strong  force  near 
Chippewa.  Among  them  are  fifteen  or  twenty 
naval  officers.  They  evidently  contemplate  an 
attack  upon  the  island,  and  it  is  generally'  supposed 
that  the  three  boats  so  promptly  repulsed  were  but 
the  vanguard  of  a strong  array. 

We  have  conversed  (says  the  Albany  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser,) with  an  intelligent  gentleman  from  the 
west,  who  says  that  the  number  of  patriot  volun- 
teers on  Navy  Island  has  increased  to  700;  that 
they  are  abundantly  supplied  with  provisions  fur- 
nished gratuitously  by  the  inhabitants:  and  that  they 
have  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Mr.  Garrow,  the 
U.  S.  marshal,  a few  days  since  met  a detachment 
of  men  marching  down  toward  Navy  Island  with  a 
field  piece,  but  ivas  without  the  power  to  enforce  the 
laws. 

The  steamboat  Traveller  was  at  Kingston,  going 
up  to  Toronto  with  part  of  the  24th  regiment  from 
the  lower  province. 

N.  Garrow,  United  States  Marshal  for  the  north- 
ern district  of  New  York,  has  published  an  address 
to  the  citizens  of  the  northern  district  of  this  state, 
recommending  to  their  notice  the  first  and  sixth 
sections  of  the  act  of  congress  passed,  20th  April, 
1818,  to  punish  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  giving  notice  that  he  will  prasecute  all 
offenders  under  these  sections. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  “Intelligen- 


cer” states,  that  the  steamboat  Caroline,  at  Scblos- 
ser,  on  the  American  side,  filled  with  visiters  whom 
curiosity  had  tempted  to  visit  Navy  Island,  was 
attacked  in  the  night  of  December  29th  by  100  to 
150  armed  men  in  five  boats,  who  approached  the 
steamer  with  muffled  oars,  unsuspecting  any  at- 
tack, and  all  on  board  asleep,  it  i3  said.  The  at- 
tacking force  gave  three  cheers  for  “Victoria,” 
which  alarmed  the  people,  when  a scuffle  and  a 
fight  ensued,  the  British,  however,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  complete  mastery  of  the  boat.  Twenty- 
two  lives  were  lost  somehow  or  other,  and  as  the 
people  on  shore  rushed  to  the  rescue,  they  were 
fired  upon,  and  one  man  was  killed,  whose  body 
was  taken  to  Buffalo.  The  steamboat,  after  the 
capture,  was  set  on  fire,  towed  into  the  stream, 
and  the  dead  and  wounded  went  over  Niagara  falls. 

All  this  has  created  in  western  New  York,  par- 
ticularly the  frightful  end  of  the  scene,  a fury  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  restrain.  The  military  are 
called  out.  Buitaio  is  lull  of  armed  men.  The 
47th  brigade  is  summoned  to  meet  under  arms  in 
Buffalo. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  of  Wednesday. 

Another  northern  mail  has  just  arrived,  and  has 
furnished  us  with  the  following  important  intelli- 
gence. 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette  Extraordinary  brings 
us  the  message  of  sir  Francis  Head,  at  the  opening 
of  parliament.  It  relates,  of  course,  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  recent  events  in  the  province,  and  those 
now  in  progress  on  our  side. 

Of  the  latter,  governor  Head  speaks  in  strong  but 
calm  and  impressive  language.  He  expresses  for- 
cibly the  surprise  and  regret  with  which  he  has 
found  the  province  entrusted  to  him  by  his  sover- 
eign, invaded  by  a people  with  whom  that  sover- 
eign is  at  peace,  and  to  whom  no  provocation  has 
been  given. 

From  this  part  of  the  message  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“I  am  informed  that  Americans  from  various 
quarters  are  hastening  from  the  interior  to  join  this 
standard  of  avowed  plunder  and  revolt — that  can- 
non and  arms  are  publicly  proceeded  there — and 
under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  my  painful 
duty  to  inform  you,  that  without  having  offered  to 
the  United  States  the  smallest  provocation — with- 
out having  entertained  the  slightest  previous  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  American  alliance,  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province  may,  in  a few  days,  be 
called  upon  by  me  to  defend  their  lives,  their  pro- 
perties, and  their  liberties,  from  an  attack  by  Ame- 
rican citizens,  which,  with  no  desire  to  offend,  I 
must  pronounce  to  be  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world. 

Governor  Head  declares  that  he  feels  no  anxiety 
for  the  result,  and  adds:  “the  peaceful  inhabitants 
of  Upper  Canada  will  not  be  left  to  defend  their 
country  alone,  for  they  belong  to  an  empire  which 
does  not  suffer  its  subjects  to  be  injured  with  im- 
punity; and  if  a national  war,  which  it  rests  with 
the  American  government  to  avert,  should  be  the 
unhappy  consequence  of  an  intolerant  invasion  of 
our  freedom,  the  civilized  world,  while  it  sympa- 
thizes with  our  just  cause,  will  view  with  feelings 
of  astonishment  and  abhorrence  this  attempt  of  a 
body  of  American  citizens  treacherously  to  attack 
and  plunder,  in  a moment  of  profound  peace,  their 
oldest,  their  most  intimate,  and  their  most  natural 
ally.” 

In  conclusion,  sir  Francis  says  that,  firmly  anti- 
cipating from  the  American  people  a noble  vindica- 
tion of  their  government  and  institutions,  and  hold- 
ing it  but  just  to  allow  them  a reasonable  time  to 
do  so,  he  has  communicated  with  the  governor  of 
New  York  and  the  British  minister  at  Washington; 
and  while  awaiting  their  replies,  has  reinforced  the 
militia  by  a strong  corps  of  observation  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  made  arragements  for  a levy  en  masse  of 
the  militia  should  their  services  unhappily  be  re- 
quired. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

December  28.  The  following  petitions  and  me- 
morials were  presented  and  suitably  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  from  a number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  northwest  section  of  Ohio, 
praying  that  the  alternate  sections  of  land  reserved 
to  the  United  States  on  a canal  in  Ohio  and  Illinois 
might  be  sold,  and  that  the  excess  over  $1  25  per 
acre  might  be  appropriated  to  the  construction  of 
roads,  &c.  in  that  quarter. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Union  bank  of 
Georgetown,  praying  indemnification  for  money 
lost  in  the  post  office  at  Baltimore,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  a stranger  within  the  office. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  three  memorials  relating  to  cer- 
tain harbors  in  Wisconsin  [unheard,  in  consequence 
of  loud  talking  near  the  reporters.] 


Among  the  bills  introduced  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Davis.  A bill  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  by  the  states  on  the  United  States 
for  interest  on  advances  made  by  them  during  the 
war. 

Mr.  Davis  stated  that  this  bill  had  already  pass- 
ed the  senate,  at  a former  session;  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  it  would  now  be  acted  on  speedily. 

The  senate  having  taken  up  the  resolution  be- 
fore offered  by  Mr.  Niles,  relative  to  an  insurance 
of  the  safe  transmission  of  money  in  the  mails. 

Mr.  Nile s offered  a substitute  for  that  resolution, 
requiring  the  postmaster  general  to  communicate  to 
the  senate  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  and  advanta- 
ges of  authorizing  by  law  the  transmission  in  the 
mail  of  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  severally  a 
certain  amount,  at  the  risk  of  the  department;  the 
rate  per  centage  which  ought  to  be  charged  by  the 
department  for  that  risk;  and  such  other  information 
on  the  subject  as  he  might  think  proper,  and  with- 
in  his  puwcr. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked  whether  it  had  ev- 
er been  the  practice  of  the  senate  to  call  on  the 
heads  of  departments  for  their  opinions  on  any 
measure  proposed?  Congress  had  the  right  to  call 
on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  plans,  &c.,  and 
to  require  him  to  attend  personally  in  either  house; 
but  Mr.  C.  knew  of  no  example  in  which  the  post- 
master general  had  been  called  on  for  his  opinion 
on  the  expediency  of  any  measure.  If  he  might 
give  his  opinion  in  writing,  why  not  as  well  have  a 
seat  in  the  senate,  to  defend  that  opinion,  and  take 
a part  in  the  discussion  of  questions,  as  was  the 
practice  ofmembers  of  the  British  cabinet?  Ifsuch 
opinions  ought  to  come  here,  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained and  defended.  A call  for  information  as  to 
facts,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind,  Mr.  C.  thought 
proper  and  parliamentary. 

Mr.  Niles  was  willing  to  modify  his  resolution, 
so  as  to  make  it  a call  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  admitted  the  impropriety  of  a call  for  a 
mere  opinion;  and  information  in  detail,  was  the 
object  he  had  in  view'.  He  went  into  a minute  de- 
tail of  the  advantages  of  a plan  of  insurance  of 
this  kind,  and  of  what  he  deemed  the  best  means  of 
attaining  those  advantages.  The  objection,  he  said, 
was  merely  technical. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  mean  to  give  any 
opinion,  or  make  any  objections  to  the  plan  which 
the  senator  had  in  view.  His  objection  was  to  the 
practice  of  calling  on  the  head  of  a department  for 
his  opinions.  The  senator  from  Connecticut  might 
attain  his  object  in  the  customary  mode,  by  a reso- 
lution authorizing  an  inquiry  on  the  subject  by  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  who 
would,  of  course,  call  on  the  department  for  infor- 
mation, if  they  thought  proper.  His  objection,  he 
said,  was  not  techinal,  but  grave  and  important,  in- 
volving the  dignity  as  well  as  the  parliamentary  or- 
der of  the  body  itself. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  should  feel  obliged  to  vote 
against  this  resolution.  He  never  knew,  and  hoped 
he  never  should  know,  of  an  instance  of  a call  by 
the  senate  for  the  opinions  of  any  executive  officer 
of  this  government.  It  was  proper  to  call  on  them 
for  information;  but  this  resolution  did  not  call  for 
information,  but  a mere  matter  of  opinion.  Mr.  G. 
also  expressed  his  opposition  to  the  plan  proposed. 

It  would  make  a great  many  postmasters  responsi- 
ble, and  involve  the  government  in  a great  many 
3mall  affairs  of  money.  He  was  willing,  however, 
that  a committee  should  make  the  usual  inquiry; 
but  he  had  never  voted  to  call  for  an  opinion,  as 
was  proposed,  and  he  did  not  think  he  ever  should. 

Mr.  Niles,  alter  a few  remarks,  moved  to  lay  his 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a (certain)  survey 
in  the  south  east  district  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  secretary  of  war  I 
was  called  on  for  information  as  to  (certain)  snr-  j 
veys  in  Wisconsin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca-  | 
nals  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appro- 
priations to  open  the  raft  on  Red  river. 

Mr.  Norvell  rose  to  lay  some  resolutions  upon  the  j 
table,  and  to  move  that  they  be  printed.  Several  | 
days  ago,  Mr.  N.  said,  after  the  Vermont  resolu-  [ 
tions  were  introduced  into  this  body,  certain  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  of  abolition  were  put  into  his  : 
hands  by  the  representative  from  Michigan,  who  \ 
was  then  indisposed,  to  be  presented  to  the  senate. 

He  had  communicated  with  some  friends  in  relation 
to  their  presentation,  and  had  stated  to  them  his  in- 
tention, when  they  were  presented,  to  submit  reso- 
lutions to  meet  the  case.  He  had  by  them  been 
advised  to  defer  the  presentation  of  the  petitions  j 
until  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  ot 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  6,  1838— CONGRESS. 


291 


Vermont  should  again  be  brought  up;  but  the  sena- 
tor from  Soutli  Carolina  having  yesterday  laid  his 
resolutions  upon  the  table,  and  having  intimated  his 
wish  that  they  should  be  discussed,  that  the  subject 
generally  should  be  discussed,  before  the  Vermont 
resolutions  should  be  taken  up,  Mr.  Norvell  beg- 
ged leave  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  and  to 
ask  that  they  be  printed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

[For  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Norvell,  see  page  297.] 

After  some  unimportant  business,  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed yesterday  by  Mr.  Calhoun  [see  page  297],  when 
that  gentleman  arose  and  spoke  at  some  length  in 
favor  of  his  resolutions,  dwelling  chiefly  on  objec- 
tions which  had  been  or  might  be  made  to  them. 

A debate  followed,  (to  published  heroafter,) 
by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Swift,  and  Strange. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  resolutions  were 
ordered  to  be  made  the  special  order  for  Wednes- 
day next,  with  an  understanding  that  they  should 
be  considered  in  advance  of  the  Vermont  resolutions. 

Several  bills  were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  sections  of  land  granted  for  the  use  of  schools, 
for  other  lands,  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Walker,  so  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  similar 
lands  granted  to  the  states,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

December  29.  Mr.  Webster  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  to-day. 

After  the  presentation  of  petitions,  among  which 
was  one,  presented  by  Mr.  Knight,  from  the  Tem- 
perance society  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  grog, 
as  rations  to  sailors  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  prohibited, 

Mr.  Grundy  reported  a bill  for  establishing  a 
board  of  commissioners  for  the  examination  of  in- 
dividual claims  against  the  United  States.  Twice 
read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Tipton  reported  a bill  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  Red  river,  by  the  removal  of  a 
certain  raft  obstructing  the  same.  Twice  read  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Morris  offered  a series  of  resolutions  on  the 
slave  question  and  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, as  an  amendment  to  those  offered  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, yesterday.  [See  page  277.] 

JVT r Mo-t-io  a«oomp,i,;«a  nio.  resolutions  with 
some  explanatory  remarks.  He  agreed  with  the 
general  import  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions,  so  far 
as  they  opposed  abolition,  but  when  he  found  the 
doctrine  oi  putting  down  the  freedom  of  opinion 
and  discussion  endorsed  by  a senator  coming  from 
his  section  of  the  country,  (supposed  to  refer  to 
Mr.  Norvell,)  he  (Mr.  M.)  thought  it  behooved 
him  to  explain  his  sentiments,  that  he  might  not  be 
suspected  as  assenting  to  doctrines  totally  subver- 
sive of  natural  liberty. 

The  object  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions  appear- 
ed to  Mr.  M.  to  be  virtually  an  attempt  to  stifle 
public  opinion;  as  if  his  resolutions  ought  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  least  sentimentor  thought  or  opin- 
ion adverse  to  them  ought  to  be  put  down.  Either 
the  principle  and  the  right  of  free  discussion  must 
be  put  down,  or  else  a man  must  be  stigmatized  as 
an  abolitionist.  Such  appeared  to  be  the  summary 
object  and  procedure  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn. 

Mr.  M.  entered  his  opinion  in  favor  of  free  dis- 
cussion, and  in  favor  of  the  right  of  private  opin- 
ion in  all  cases  and  despite  of  all  considerations  or 
compromises.  He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  taken  un- 
kindly if  he  had  used  in  many  points  Mr.  C.’s  own 
words,  from  which  he,  however,  had  deduced  very 
different  conclusions.  Mr.  M.  concluded  by  mov- 
ing that  his  resolutions  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  some  few  remarks  in 
reference  only  to  v/hat  had  been  said  with  respect 
to  him  personally.  Here,  now,  was  at  last  the 
creed  of  the  abolition  sect  avowed  in  this  body!  It 
amounts  to  this:  that  one  state  has  the  right  to 
interfere  with  the  institutions  of  another,  and  to 
attack  us  in  our  dearest  rights.  Here  was  the  an- 
tagonist  side  and  he  trusted  he  should  have  a vote 
against  it.  One  motive  and  object  of  his  resolu- 
tions vyas,  that  if  there  were  a disease  he  might 
bring  it  to  the  surface,  to  show  itself,  that  its  full 
extent  might  be  known.  Here  it  had  come  at  last. 
It  was  well  to  have  an  early  and  full  understand- 
ing on  the  subject. 

His  first  and  greatest  desire  was  to  preserve  the 
union;  but  il  that  was  impossible,  then  (and  he 
would  boldly  avow  it)  his  next  most  ardent  desire 
was  for  the  south  to  save  itself.  He  had  not  said 
one  word  against  the  liberty  of  the  press  or  against 
freedom  of  discussion. 


Mr.  Morris  explained;  he  formed  his  deductions 
from  the  general  tenor  and  effect  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  cared  not  what  his  (Mr.  Morris’s) 
view  might  be;  such  was  not  the  view  and  deduc- 
tion drawn  by  Mr.  C.  himself. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  a copy  of  all  papers 
and  reports  made  and  forwarded  to  the  department 
connected  with  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  in 
1536,  by  order  of  the  Indian  agent  at  Logansport, 
to  suppress  a threatened  riot  at  that  place  at  the 
time  of  the  payment  of  the  annuity. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  called 
out  by  the  Indian  agent  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  to 
suppress  a threatened  riot  at  the  payment  of  the 
annuity  at  that  place  in  the  year  1836. 

Mr.  Bayard  offered  a resolution  instructing  the 
committee  on  commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  appropriations  for  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  harbors  and  lighthouses  in  the  state 
of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructed 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  information  as 
he  has,  and  the  department  contains,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing matters,  to  wit: 

1.  The  number  of  troops,  including  allies,  which 
have  been  employed  in  the  war  with  the  Seminole 
Indians  from  the  commencement  to  this  time. 

2.  The  number  now  in  the  service. 

3.  The  authority  under  and  by  which  allies  have 
been  employed,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  they  do  or  have  served. 

4.  The  amount  of  naval  force,  if  anjq  which  has 
been  employed  upon  this  service,  and  whether  and 
to  what  extent  it  has  been  employed  on  land. 

5.  If  steam  vessels  have  been  employed,  and 
how  many,  and  for  what  kind  of  service. 

6.  The  number  of  persons  employed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  have  been  killed,  or  have  perished 
from  wounds  or  other  causes  in  the  several  cam- 
paigns. 

7.  The  entire  disbursement  made  by  the  United 
States  to  carry  on  this  war  up  to  this  time. 

8.  The  probable  arrearages  now  due. 

9.  The  whole  number  of  Seminole  population  at 
the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

10.  The  number  of  warriors  tfipn 

11.  The  number  of  warriors  killed,  and  the  num- 
ber taken  prisoners  by  the  troops,  &c.  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  number  that  have  come  in  and  vo- 
lunlarily  surrendered. 

12.  The  number  of  warriors  who  have  emigrated, 
the  number  still  remaining,  the  number  of  other 
classes  who  have  emigrated,  and  the  number  re- 
maining. 

13.  The  probable  number  of  arms  possessed  by 
the  Seminoles  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  the  sources  from  which  they  have  obtained,  or 
are  supposed  to  have  obtained,  supplies  of  ammu- 
nition. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a third 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the 
sixteenth  section  of  school  lands: 

The  bill  to  ratify  certain  official  acts  of  John 
Pope,  late  governor  of  Arkansas. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Niles  on  the  subject  of 
remittance  of  money  through  the  mail,  (as  modified 
yesterday,)  was  then  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
offences  against  the  United  States  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Clayton  offered,  as  an  amendment,  to  insert 
“or  public  documents,”  after  the  word  records, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  the  bill  before  the 
senate  was  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  Being 
satisfied  that  it  contained  provisions  that  called  for 
the  cool  deliberation  and  solemn  decision  of  the 
senate,  he  had,  on  yesterday,  moved,  pending  the 
reading  of  the  bill,  that  the  senate  adjourn,  as  at 
that  time,  it  being  at  a late  hour,  the  senate  was 
not  so  full  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  when  a 
question  of  so  much  importance  as  life  and  death 
was  to  be  decided  by  it.  The  senate  had  kindly 
adjourned.  He  did  not  propose  to  detain  the  body 
longer  than  would  be  necessary  merely  to  point  to 
that  part  of  the  bill  to  which  he  objected,  and  which 
he  believed  would  not  be  sustained  by  the  senate. 
He  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  provided 
for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  burning  a pub- 
lic building  containing  records  or  documents  with 
death.  He  (Mr.  S.)  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his 
feelings  or  his  judgment  to  take  life  in  such  a case. 
The  punishment  of  death  was  the  highest,  the  most 
bloody,  the  most  awful,  that  any  human  power, 
either  civilized  or  savage,  had  ever  thought  itself 
authorized  to  inflict,  under  any  pretence  whatever; 


and,  if  resorted  to  at  all,  would  not  the  senate  say  it 
should  only  be  thought  of  where  the  crime  was  of  a 
corresponding  character  with  the  punishment? 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  shall  it  be  said  that,  at  this  very 
time,  when  the  British  parliament  is  actually  en- 
gaged in  reforming  her  bloody  code,  in  reducing 
the  number  of  her  capital  offences,  in  ridding  her- 
self of  that  feature  of  her  criminal  code,  that  has 
for  centuries  stood  upon  her  statute  books  to  evi- 
dence the  ferocious  and  vindictive  source  from 
which  they  emanated — shall  it  be  said  that  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  of  this  land  of  liberty, 
justice  and  mercy,  are  employed  in  creating  new 
offences  to  punish  with  this  most  awful  of  all  pun- 
ishments? It  has  been  found  by  experience,  (said 
Mr.  S.,)  in  that  country  from  which  we  derived 
much  of  nnr  =yotcm  of  jurisprudence,  civil  and 
criminal,  that  it  is  not  the  severity  of  the  punish- 
ment, but  its  certainty,  that  deters  offenders  from 
the  commission  of  crime;  and  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful  whether  the  infliction  of  capital  punish- 
ment, in  any  case,  does  not  augment,  rather  than 
diminish,  the  sum  total  of  criminal  acts.  At  all 
events,  without  discussing  the  question  whether  it 
is  good  policy  to  take  life  in  any  case,  or  whether 
any  human  tribunal  has  that  power,  it  is  very  clear 
that  our  laws  should  never  be  framed  in  a retaliato- 
ry or  vindictive  spirit;  our  object  should  be  to  pro- 
tect society,  reform  offenders,  and  deter  others  from 
the  commission  of  like  offences:  these  objects  are 
to  be  effected  by  the  certainty  of  adequate  punish- 
ment, as  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that,  whenever 
the  punishment  is  vindictive  and  greatly  dispro- 
portioned  to  the  offence,  the  offender  addresses 
himself  with  great  power  to  the  mercy  of  the  court 
and  jury  before  his  conviction,  and  to  the  clemency 
of  the  pardoning  power  after;  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  every  little  defect  in  the  prosecution  is  ta- 
ken hold  of  with  avidity  by  the  court  and  jury  to 
acquit  him  on  his  trial,  and  every  plausible  pretext 
seized  upon  by  the  executive  to  justify  his  act  of 
clemency  in  pardoning  the  offender.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
would  not  say  that  there  was  no  case  where  he 
would  not  punish  the  offender  with  death;  it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  moot  that  question  now; 
he  would  say,  however,  that  this  was  not  one  of  the 
cases  that  he  could  ever  think  of  such  a punish- 
ment. In  the  state  of  Indiana,  which,  in  part,  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  but  two  classes  of  cases 
were  punished  with  death,  and  thoeo  were  murder 
ami  (.reason,  ana  yet  he  was  well  satisfied  that  their 
laws  were  sufficiently  sanguninary  for  the  security 
of  society. 

He  was  aware  that,  at  the  session  before  the  last, 
an  amendment  nearly  similar  to  the  one  he  was’ 
about  to  offer  had  been  rejected  by  the  senate,  and 
the  bill  had  passed  with  this  objectionable  feature 
in  it.  But  he  hoped  it  was  decided  without  that 
deliberation  the  senate  seemed  disposed  to  give  it 
at  this  time.  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  love  of 
justice  will  always  predominate  over  the  pride  of 
consistency  in  the  minds  of  the  liberal  and  good. 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the 
clause  in  the  bill  which  punishes  the  offender,  upon 
conviction,  with  death,  and  insert  that  the  convict 
shall  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  a term  of  time 
not  less  than  ten  years,  or  for  life,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court.  He  said  he  would  not  detain  the  se- 
nate, but  would  content  himself  with  this  explana- 
tion of  the  object  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  on 
which  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being 
ordered,  the  amendment  was  adopted,  as  follows:  & 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Davis,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  McKean, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith  oflnd.. 
Southard,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  Williams 
Young — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of 
Ala.,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton. 
White,  Wright— 16.  e 

The  bill,  with  all  the  amendments,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  a statement  of  the 
amount  annually  paid  to  revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners,  in  each  state,  since  1789,  to  the  present 
time. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  the  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  coming  up 
for  consideration, 

A discussion  of  considerable  length  arose  on  an 
amendment  before  offered  to  the  bill,  which  requir- 
ed the  commissioners,  if  they  wholly  disallowed  the 
claim,  to  report  their  opinion,  with  the  grounds  of 
it,  to  the  senate  at  its  next  session;  and  also  on  the 
point  whether  or  not  this  amendment  would  tend  to 
make  the  decision  final. 
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Mr.  Clayton  stated  that  this  claim  amounted  to 
more  than  $ 400,000 , and  that  allowing  it  would 
open  the  way  to  similar  rejected  claims  of  thirty- 
five  million  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — Yeas  30,  Nays  10. 

Mr.  Hubbard  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
require  the  commissioners  simply  to  report  their 
result  to  the  senate,  that  the  senate  itself  might 
make  the  final  decision. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  and  of  Mr.  Clay,  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  the  amendment  wa3  lost  without  a divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  insert  the  words  “as  it  (the 
claim)  existed  originally  against  Spain,”  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prevent  the  evidence  of  the  Span- 
ish tribunal  being  taken  as  conclusive. 

After  some  observations  by  Messrs.  Clay , Web- 
ster and  Buchanan,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a sub- 
stitute requiring  the  whole  matter  to  be  referred 
again  to  the  senate.  On  which  Mr.  H.  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  when  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected— Yeas  15,  Nays  28. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a hospital 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  lor  the  care  of  the  in- 
sane, was  then  taken  up.  Several  minor  amend- 
ments were  made,  when,  pending  the  discussion. 

On  motion,  the  senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday. 

January  2.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  two  me- 
morials from  a number  of  the  citizens  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that,  by  a re- 
cent order  of  the  navy  department,  500  persons  had 
been  discharged  from  employment;  and  praying 
that  they  might  be  employed  on  an  unlaunched  fri- 
gate called  the  Raritan,  which  was  now  in  a course 
of  decay. 

Mr.  Buchanan  hoped  the  senate  would  pardon 
him  for  saying  a single  word  in  favor  of  the  prayer 
of  these  memorialists.  A very  large  number  of  in- 
dustrious and  skilful  mechanics  had  been  suddenly 
deprived  of  employment  at  the  navy  yard  in  Phila- 
delphia, at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year. 
Many  of  them,  with  large  families,  were  now  in  a 
suffering  condition,  without  the  hope  of  relief  du- 
ring the  present  winter,  unless  the  government  will 
afford  them  employment.  They  ask  only  that  they 
may  be  permitud.  tr>  give  a fair  equivalent  in  labor 
where  it  is  required  to  be  performed  Dy  tne  puuiie 
interest,  for  bread  for  themselves,  their  wives,  and 
their  children.  It  had  been  represented  to  him, 
and  was  so  stated  in  the  memorials,  that  the  frigate 
Raritan  is  now  decaying  on  the  stocks  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia.  If  this  were  the  fact,  (and 
he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  it,)  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  required  that  these  mechanics  should 
be  employed  upon  that  frigate.  Public  policy  was 
thus  in  harmony  with  the  claims  of  humanity.  He 
begged  leave,  therefore  to  commend  the  claims  of 
these  suffering  mechanics  to  the  favorable  and  im- 
mediate attention  of  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  wished  to  inquire  of  the  ho- 
norable senator,  before  the  vote  should  be  taken  on 
these  memorials,  why  these  persons  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  employ  of  the  government.  It 
would  be  remembered  that  at  the  last  regular  ses- 
sion of  congress,  an  unheard-of  amount  of  appro- 
priations had  been  made  in  all  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic defence,  to  'which  extravagant  appropriations, 
congress  had  been  lashed  up  by  their  committees. 
Mr.  P.  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  ail  these 
had  been  expended;  and  whether  there  was  a ne- 
cessity for  this  new  appropriation,  professedly  for 
the  public  service,  but  really  as  a public  charity. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  it  was  the  first  time  lie 
had  known  such  an  objection  so  made,  on  the  mere 
resentation  and  reference  of  a petition.  Debates, 
e thought,  were  frequent  enough  without  using 
such  an  occasion  to  increase  their  amount.  Bathe 
might  answer  the  senator  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  go  into  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  all 
the  appropriations  of  the  last  regular  session  had 
been  expended.  Neither  did  he  regard  this  as  a 
question  of  charity;  but  a number  of  mechanics  had 
been  employed  faithfully  and  industriously  in  the 
navy  yard  at  Philadelphia;  the  navy  commissioners 
had  thought  proper,  whether  on  good  grounds  or 
not  Mr.  B.  did  not  know,  to  discharge  them  from 
the  public  employ;  and  at  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  when  they  could  not  disperse  over  the 
country  in  quest  of  employment.  There  was  now 
a frigate  on  the  stocks  in  Philadelphia,  which  the 
memorialists  said  was  unfinished,  and  in  a state  of 
decay;  and  they  asked  congress  whether  they  might 
not  be  usefully  employed  to  complete  that  frigate; 
and  whether  the  claims  of  humanity  might  not  thus 
consist  with  the  claims  of  public  interest.  If  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs  should  think  with  the 


navy  commissioners,  that  this  proposition  was  in- 
expedient, they  would  say  so;  and  if  they  reported 
in  its  favor,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  contesting  their  opi- 
nion. Mr.  B.  therefore  hoped  that  if  there  must 
be  debate  on  the  subject,  it  would  arise  when  the 
report  should  come  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  thought  the  senator  had  mis- 
taken the  practice  of  the  senate  on  this  point.  It 
was  not  only  competent  in  any  senator  to  make  in- 
quiries as  to  a petition  presented,  but  it  was  not 
their  daily  practice.  Mr.  P.  thought,  therefore, 
that  he  would  be  excused  for  calling  on  the  senator 
for  information  as  to  these  memorials,  as  he  prefer- 
red this  to  taking  up  the  time  in  reading  them. 
Mr.  P.’s  object  was  to  know  how  so  extraordinary 
a memorial  originated.  The  argument  was  that 
these  persons  wanted  employ,  because  winter  was 
approaching;  not  in  charity,  the  senator  had  said; 
but  he  might  use  the  same  argument  in  favor  of  a 
general  system  of  pauperism.  Work  was  to  be 
found  for  those  who  were  suffering  cold  and  hun- 
ger; but  it  was  extraordinary  that  the  government 
should  be  called  on  to  find  them  employment.  The 
case  was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and 
the  senator  did  not  know  whether  past  appropria- 
tions had  been  expended;  why,  then,  should  they 
come  to  congress? 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  that  certain  citizens  of  the 
United  States  had  represented  that  this  frigate 
ought  to  be  completed,  and  that  such  completion 
would  prevent  suffering  and  want.  Mr.  B.  was 
surprised  that  this  petition  should  be  thus  arrested. 
He  had  explained  the  petition  in  the  usual  way, 
and  he  would  repeat  that  a debate  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  such  a memorial  was  uncommon.  He  hoped 
it  would  go  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  receive 
their  speedy  attention;  for  if  the  frigate  should  be 
completed  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done  now,  to  pre- 
vent its  farther  decay;  and  it  was  an  additional  ar- 
gument that  it  would  give  employment  to  merito- 
rious individuals  whom  the  government  had  thrown 
out  of  employ. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred. 

A number  of  memorials,  chiefly  from  individuals 
praying  for  relief,  or  for  the  accomplishment  of  lo- 
cal objects,  were  presented  and  referred. 

Several  bills  were  reported,  which  will  be  duly 
noticed  in  their  further  progress. 

The  following,  among  other  resolutions,  were 
severally  offered  and  adopted: 

By  Mi.  Senior,.  Callinsr  on  the  secretary  of  war 
for  the  surveys  of  certain  rivers  in  Missouri  (un- 
heard,) with  the  estimates. 

By  Mr.  Lumpkin:  A resolution  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  two  proposed  post  routes  in  Georgia  and 
Alabama. 

The  resolutions  before  offered  by  Mr.  Dams,  call- 
ing on  the  secretary  of  war  for  information  in  detail, 
in  relation  to  the  Florida  war;  and  by  Mr.  Benton, 
inquiring  as  to  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
and  other  government  officers  at  St.  Louis,  were 
severally  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  several  resolutions  and  reports  unfavorable 
to  private  claims,  lying  on  the  table  heretofore, 
were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  of  R.  W. 
Meade  was  read  a third  time,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright,  was  postponed  to  the  day  after  to- 
morrow. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  erection  of  a hospital  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved,  as  there  was  no 
plan,  estimates,  or  report,  from  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  building,  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  for  the  District, 
to  obtain  these  data. 

Mr.  Williams,  a member  of  the  committee,  made 
some  explanations  and  remarks  entirely  inaudible 
to  the  reporters,  but  understood  to  acquiesce  in  the 
recommitment. 

Messrs.  Sevier  and  Niles  made  some  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  to  whom  Mr.  Williams  re- 
joined. When  the  bill  was  recommitted. 

The  senate  next  considered  private  bills,  a num- 
ber of  which  were  considered  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  (conditionally) 
to  revoke  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  made  the  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate  then  adjourn- 
ed. 

January  3.  The  senate  was  almost  exclusively 
occupied  to-day  in  discussing  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolu- 
tions. The  first  resolution  was  adopted— ayes  32, 
noes  10;  and  the  second,  after  some  amendments,  by 


a vote  of  31  yeas  to  9 nays.  Before  the  remaining 
resolutions  were  taken  up,  the  senate,  at  about  5 
o’clock,  adjourned. 

The  debate  was  animated  and  exciting,  and  shall 
be  published  as  soon  as  the  resolutions  are  dis- 
posed of. 

January  4.  This  day  was  spent  in  discussing 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  third  resolution,  to  which  various 
amendments  were  offered,  but  no  final  decision 
made  upon  them.  The  debate  was  quite  desultory, 
and  at  times,  very  interesting.  The  speakers  were 
Messrs.  Norvell,  Calhoun,  Preston,  Hubbard,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Young,  Mien,  Morris,  and  Buchanan. 
As  above  stated,  we  will  give  the  debate  entire,  as 
soon  as  the  subject  is  concluded. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives are  in  attendance,  in  addition  to  those 
heretofore  announced,  viz. 

Waddy  Thompson,  of  S.  C.  appeared  on  the  18th 
December. 

Charles  F.  Mitchell,  of  N.  Y.  on  the  21st. 

George  W.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  on  the  26th. 

Henry  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  the  26th. 

Thomas  Glascock,  of  Georgia,  on  the  28th. 
Charles  Downing,  delegate  from  Florida,  on  the 
18th. 

Thursday,  Dec.  28.  A great  many  reports,  chief- 
ly on  private  claims,  were  presented  to-day. 

Mr.  Briggs  offered  a resolution  instructing  the 
committee  of  accounts  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reimbursing  Joseph  C.  Noyes,  a member 
of  this  house,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, being  a sum  on  account  of  his  compensation, 
paid  him  by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  accidentally 
destroyed  by  fire. 

[The  sergeant-at-arms  paid  Mr.  Noyes  his  mile- 
age, &c.  in  treasury  notes  and  gold,  enveloped  in  a 
package — but  he,  in  the  belief  that  the  whole 
amount  was  in  gold,  burnt  the  envelope  and  the 
notes,  unconscious  of  his  loss.] 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  Whit- 
tlesey, Briggs,  Adams , Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Has- 
tings, Hamer,  Garland,  Smith,  and  Reed  participa- 
ted, on  the  expediency  of  some  general  provision 
by  law  on  this  subject,  (the  treasury  officers  not 
possessing  power  to  renew  notes  destroyed  by  fire, 
&c.)  in  the  course  of  which  the  case  was  thorough- 
ly examined, 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Two  private  petitions  were  properly  referred, 
when  on  motion  of  Mr  nmnhroicng,  tho  rui^  were 
suspended,  to  enable  committees  to  make  reports. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  the  following  bills,  viz: 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  government  for  1838. 

A bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval  service 
for  1838. 

A bill  making  appropriation  for  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  1838. 

A bill  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  certain  ac- 
counts, under  a provision  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion act  of  1834. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Lasala,  of  N.  Y. 
By  Mr.  Haynes-.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
W.  Osborne. 

By  Mr.  McKim:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susque- 
hanna!) rail  road  company. 

By  Mr.  Pope:  A bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Cumberland  road. 

A great  number  of  private  bills  were  reported  by 
the  committee  of  claims  and  other  committees,  of 
which  an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  upon  the  resolution  relative  to  the 
making  of  dividends  by  the  banks  during  the  sus- 
pension ol  specie  payments,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
and  finding  that  the  charters  of  the  banks  expire 
by  statuary  limitation  on  the  14th  of  July,  1838, 
they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  report  a bill  preventing 
them  from  declaring  dividends  during  the  suspen- 
sions, as  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  any  further  action  thereon. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged accordingly. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask 
the  house  again  to  resolve  itsell  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolutions 
previously  offered  by  himself,  in  reference  to  the 
commitment  of  the  president’s  message. 

Objections  being  made  from  various  quarters, 
Mr.  Haynes  did  not  insist  on  his  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  the  question  of  refer- 
ence of  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Adams  on 
Tuesday  last,  from  the  New  York  Peace  society, 
n relation  to  Mexican  affairs. 

The  chair  observed  that  there  were  two  motions 
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before  the  house:  one  proposing  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial to  a select  committee,  the  other  proposing  to 
refer  it  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  in- 
structions to  report  thereon.  The  latter  of  these 
motions,  having  preference,  was  now  under  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  made  a statement  to 
the  effect  that,  since  his  last  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  when  he  stated  that  no  overture  had  been 
made  by  the  Mexican  government  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  there  had  been  received  by  the  lat- 
ter an  official  communication  of  a decree  of  the 
character  alluded  to  in  the  memorial.  Mr.  Howard 
further  said,  however,  that  there  was  no  distinct 
overture  yet  made  from  the  government  of  Mexico 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  consequent  upon  that 
decree,  of  which  he  sent  a copy  to  the  chair,  and 
which  was  read.  [See  page  273.] 

Mr.  Mams  made  some  observations,  chiefly  in 
opposition  to  the  proposed  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  for  similar  reasons  to  those 
already  urged;  and 
Mr.  Howard  rejoined  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Peirliein  (dining  this  debate)  moved  to  post- 
pone the  subject  for  a week,  jn  oriter  that  the 
states  might  be  called  for  petitions.  But,  upon  an 
appeal  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  (upon  which  question  Mr. 
Adams  had  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays),  was  car- 
ried by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  117,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 
Objection  being  made, 

The  chair  observed  that  it  was  not  now  in  order 
to  make  that  motion  unless  by  the  consent  of  the 
house,  as  the  memorial  had  been  put  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  this  house  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  of  all  instructions 
given  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Mexico  since  the 
date  of  the  Mexican  treaty  of  1828,  not  heretofore  com- 
municated to  this  house;  and  also  that  he  be  requested 
to  transmit  copies  of  all  correspondence  since  the  date 
aforesaid,  and  not  heretofore  communicated  to  this 
house,  between  the  executive  of  the  United  States  and 
our  minister  at  the  court  of  Mexico,  and  which,  in  his 
opinion,  may  be  communicated  without  prejudice  to  the 
public. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Arkansas  to  sell  the  land  set 
apart  for  schools  and  a seminary  of  learning  in  said 
state.  And  also  into  the  proprioty  of  granting  to  each 
county  and  parish  the  right  of  pre-emptions  to  one  quar- 
ter section  of  land  for  seats  of  justice  upon  more  liberal 
terms  than  heretofore  provided  forjby  law. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  3d  March, 
1809,  and  3d  March,  1817,  transmitting  a report  of 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  third  auditor,  which 
have  remained  unsettled  prior  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1837. 

Several  resolutions  for  the  establishment  of  post 
roads,  and  for  the  relief  of  individuals,  were  offered, 
after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  29.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  mov- 
ed that  the  standing  committees  have  leave  to  re- 
port, and  that  the  residue  of  the  day  (Friday)  be 
devoted  to  the  considering  of  private  bills:  but  the 
motion  was  objected  to,  the  house  refused  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  and  the  entire  sitting  was  occupied 
by  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  resolutions. 
Memorials  were  presented  from — 

Maine,  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Fairfield,  Smith, 
Noyes,  Davee,  and  Cilley. 

New  Hampshire,  by  Messrs.  Cushman  and  Wil- 
liams. 

'Massachusetts,  by  Messrs.  Reed,  Briggs,  Cush- 
ing, Calhoun,  Lincoln,  Grennell,  Borden,  Parmen- 
ter,  and  Adams. 

[The  last  named  gentleman,  after  the  presenta- 
tion of  a large  number  of  memorials  praying  for 
other  matters,  came,  in  order,  to  those  in  his  hands 
relating  to  the  abolition  of  slavery;  and,  having 
presented  the  first  of  them,  he  said,  that  as  he  had 
declared,  in  the  face  of  the  house,  that  he  consider- 
ed the  resolution  adopted  by  the  house  in  reference 
to  such  memorials  as  unconstitutional,  and  there- 
fore null  and  void,  he  held  himself  not  bound  to  re- 
gard it  otherwise  than  as  he  would  submit  to  physi- 
cal force;  that  he  still  retained  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  freedom  of  speech,  and  was  entitled  to 
move  that  this  and  the  following  petitions  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  take  the  same  course  with  other 
petitions  presented  here,  and  be  referred  to  appro- 
priate committees.  He  stated  further,  that  he  had 


in  his  hands  a petition  demanding  of  this  house  to 
rescind  that  unconstitutional  resolution.  He  did 
not  propose  at  this  moment  to  offer  it;  but  he  now 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  the  basis  of  that 
memorial,  offer  a resolution  to  rescind  accordingly. 
He  was  happy  that,  as  quick  as  the  mails  could  tra- 
vel, he  had  received  the  memorial,  demanding  in 
that  indignant  language  which  became  freemen  * 
****** 

Mr.  Lawler,  of  Alabama,  here  inquired  of  the 
chair  what  question  was  before  the  house? 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  giving  a notice  to  the 
house  of  his  intention  to  move  to  rescind  the  infa- 
mous resolution  he  had  referred  to;  that  he  did  not 
admit  its  validity,  but  held  it  utterly  unconstitu- 
tional and  oppressive. 

Mr.  A.  then  presented,  seriatim,  sundry  memori- 
als on  the  subject  of  abolition,  each  of  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  A.  next  presented  a number  of  memorials 
remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  union,  and  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  “the 
committee  for  making  war  upon  Mexico— the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs.” 

Thcoo  were  also  laid  on  the  table  by  a vote  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  A.  asked  permission  to  offer  at  this  time  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  he  deem  it  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  by  what  act  of  this  house 
“it  appeared  that  the  opinion  of  the  legislature  coincid- 
ed with  that  of  the  executive  at  the  second  session  of  the 
last  congress,  that  any  mode  of  redress  known  to  the 
law  of  nations  might  justifiably  be  used  in  support  of  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  Mexico,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  their  relation.” 

The  reception  ofthe  resolution  being  objected  to, 
it  could  not  at  this  time  be  received. 

From  Rhode  Island,  petitions  were  further  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Tillinghast  and  Cranston. 

[Mr.  Tallinghast.  presented,  among  other  papers, 
certain  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  on 
the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  which  were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Pre- 
viously to  the  motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  Mr. 
T.  observed  that  the  main  purport  of  these  resolu- 
tions was  to  present  reasons  against  the  annexation 
of  that  country  to  the  United  States,  which  were 
entirely  free  from  any  suggestions  which  could  be 
wounding  to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  placed  in  a 
peculiar  situation  in  relation  to  a certain  class  of  our 
population.  He  could  not  yet  concur  in  the  opi- 
nion, he  would  not  believe  that  all  who  were  so 
situated  must  be,  as  a matter  of  course,  in  favor  of 
the  admission  of  Texas:  he  would  not  believe  this 
until  he  should  actually  see  it.  For  there  was  as 
much,  and  no  more,  reason  (wholly  apart  from  that 
matter)  for  the  admission  ofTexas,  than  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Great  Britain  intu  ou,  union 

The  chair  here  interposed,  and  stopped  Mr.  T.,  as 
he  seemed  to  be  going  into  the  merits  of  the  paper. 
The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table.] 

From  Connecticut,  by  Messrs.  Toucey,  Ingham, 
Whittlesey,  Haley,  Holt,  and  Chaney. 

From  Vermont,  by  Messrs.  Allen,  Fletcher,  and 
Everett. 

From  New  York,  by  Messrs.  Bicknell,  Alexan- 
der, Parker,  McClellan,  Kemble,  Jackson,  Moore, 
Noble,  Mitchell,  Childs,  Palmer,  Curtis,  DeGraff, 
Prentiss,  Clark,  Sibley,  Gray,  Cambreleng,  Russell, 
Taylor,  Loomis,  Spencer,  and  Edwards. 

From  New  Jersey,  by  Messrs.  Randolph,  and 
Halsted. 

From  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Potts,  Davis, 
Henry,  Hubley,  Toland,  M.  Morris,  McKennan, 
Beatty,  Potter,  Hammond,  Petrikin,  McClure,  Bu- 
chanan, Logan,  Biddle,  S.  W.  Morris,  and  Ogle. 

From  Maryland,  by  Messrs.  Thomas,  Howard, 
and  W.  C.  Johnson. 

From  Virginia,  by  Messrs.  Beirne,  Johnson, 
Bouldin,  Taliaferro,  Hopkins,  and  Morgan. 

From  North  Carolina,  by  Mr.  Deberry. 

From  South  Carolina,  by  Messrs.  Griffin,  and  Le- 
gare. 

From  Georgia,  by  Mr.  Owens. 

From  Kentucky, by  Messrs.  Calhoon,  Underwood, 
Hawes,  S.  Williams,  Rumsey,  Menifee,  Graves, 
Murray,  and  Chambers. 

From  Tennessee,  by  Messrs.  Carter,  Turney,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Crockett,  Bell,  Stone,  and  the  speaker. 

From  Ohio,  by  Messrs.  Harper,  Goode,  Allen, 
Mason,  Hunter,  Corwin,  Webster,  Chaney,  C. 
Morris,  Whittlesey,  Ridgway,  Leadbetter,  and 
Sheplor. 

From  Louisiana,  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

From  Indiana,  by  Messrs.  White,  Dunn,  Ewing, 
and  Casey. 

From  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Lawler,  Lyon,  and 
Chapman. 

From  Missouri,  by  Mr.  Miller. 

From  Michigan,  by  Mr.  Crary. 


From  Florida,  by  Mr.  Downing. 

From  Wisconsin,  by  Mr.  Jones. 

Memorials  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Lincoln,  Grennell,  Borden, 
Adams,  Allen,  Everett,  Palmer,  Birdsall,  Sibley, 
Potts,  Davis,  M.  Morris,  Ogle,  Allen,  of  Ohio,  Hun- 
ter, and  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

Against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  by  Messrs. 
Reed,  Calhoun,  Lincoln,  Grennell,  Borden,  Par- 
menter,  Adams,  Tillinghast,  Cranston,  Everett, 
Birdsall,  Sibley,  Potts,  Henry,  M.  Morris,  Ogle, 
Goode,  and  Hunter. 

Resolutions  were  next  offered;  among  them  were 
the  following: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairfield, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Edmund  Roberts 
(who  died  at  Macao  in  June,  1836,  while  engaged  in  an 
embassy  to  the  eastern  courts  of  Asia)  a continuation  of 
his  salary  till  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Peacock,  or  un- 
til his  effects  reach  this  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  a hospital  for  the  in- 
sane within  the  District  of  Columbia,  substantially  upon 

the  plD.iT  orthe  liu&piitxl  fenr  lixncxti.oo  In.  ^LT-occnr.liiisgttS* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
benefits  of  five  years’  half-pay,  allowed  by  law  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  and  volunteers  who  die  in  the  service  of  the  U 
States,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army  who  have  died,  or  shall  die,  in 
the  service,  or  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  in 
battle. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  by  law,  so  that  the  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution who  served  six  months  shall  receive  pensions  at 
the  same  rate  of  compensation  for  the  term  of  service  as 
is  adopted  by  the  law  fixing  the  pension  of  soldiers  who 
served  nine  months  in  the  revolutionary  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  establishment  of  a hospital  for  the  accommo- 
dation and  relief  of  disabled  seamen,  at  some  suitable 
site  within  or  near  the  city  of  N.  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grant, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  by  law  the  postage  upon  newspapers,  and 
that  said  committee  report  to  tlus  house,  first,  as  to  the 
policy  of  abolishing  postage  upon  all  newspapers  distri- 
buted per  mail  in  the  respective  counties  where  each  pa- 
per so  distributed  may  be  published,  and,  secondly,  as 
to  all  newspapers  sent  per  mail  into  any  part  of  the  U. 
States. 

tin  motion  of  Mr.  Grant, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  im  oommerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  benefit  of  a drawback  of  the  duties  to  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises,  which  may  hereafter  be  ex- 
ported in  original  casks,  cases,  chests,  boxes,  trunks,  or 
other  packages,  either  from  the  district  where  they  were 
originally  entered,  or  from  any  other  district  to  any  for- 
eign dominions,  whether  immediately  adjoining  the  U. 
States  or  otherwise;  and,  also,  as  to  abolishing  the 
duties  on  foreign  wheat  and  ashes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  erection  of  a custom-house  and  pub- 
lic store  house  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  and  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  so  as  to  include  the  city  of  Lafayette. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lawler, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a third  district  of  the  U.  States  federal  court  to  be  held  at 
the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  to  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Marion,  Fayette,  Walker,  Pickens,  Sumpter,  Marengo, 
Green,  Perry,  Bibb,  Autauga,  Coosa,  Tallapoosa,  Ran- 
dolph, Chambers,  Benton,  Taledaga,  Shelby,  Jefferson, 
aod  Tuscaloosa. 

Mr.  Miller  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis;  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  said  work;  and  whether  any 
further  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  its  prosecu- 
tion the  ensuing  year;  and  if  so,  what  amount  will  be  re- 
quired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and 
the  Missouri  river,  from  its  mouth,  as  high  up  said  ri- 
ver as  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  which  lie  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  secretary 
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of  war  as  relates  to  the  sale  of  fthe  mineral  lands  of  the 
United  States  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  and  that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
house  with  all  the  information  in  his  department  touch- 
ing this  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
furnish  this  house  with  the  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates 
for  the  improvement  of  the  mouths  of  the  Manitowoc, 
the  Sheboygan,  the  Kewaunee,  the  Root  river,  and  of 
the  Havre  bay,  in  Wisconsin  territory,  and  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Mdwaukie  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
cause  surveys  to  be  made  of  the  following  rivers  in  Wis- 
consin territory,  viz.  the  Des  Moines,  the  Iowa,  the 
Waubosepinicon,  the  Macoquetor’s,  the  Rock,  the  Pe- 
catonica,  the  Fox,  together  with  plans  and  estimates  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  the  com- 
mittee were  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  loss  of  horses  and 
other  property  pressed  into  the  service  in  the  Sac 
war  of  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,”  approved  January 
18,  1837,  so  as  to  extend  the  benefits  of  said  act  to  nil 
ooooo  ofiMOT  or  umer  property  ot  officers  as  well  as 
other  soldiers,  and  to  mounted  rangers,  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  lost  or  destroyed  in  such 
service  since  the  18th  day  of  June,  1812;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  a senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  captain  Samuel  Warren  was  read 
twice  and  referred. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Tuesday 
next. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  2.  Petitions  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Downing,  of  Florida;  Crary,  of  Michigan; 
Miller,  of  Missouri;  Chapman,  of  Alabama;  Casey, 
of  Illinois;  Rariden,  of  Indiana;  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana; Morris,  Alexander,  Allen,  Hamer,  Goode,  and 
Duncan,  of  Ohio;  Bell,  and  two  others,  of  Tennes- 
see; Calhoon,  Southgate,  Underwood,  Graves,  Pope, 
and  Murray,  of  Kentucky;  C.H.  Williams,  ol  Ten- 
nessee; Thompson,  and  Elmore,  of  South  Carolina; 
Graham,  Connor,  Montgomery,  Shepard,  Shepherd, 
Deberry,  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  leave  to  move  that  certain 
resolutions,  offered  by  him  at  the  last  Congress,  in 
relation  to  certain  proposed  amendments  of  the 
constitution,  be  printed.  Carried. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Dawson, 
on  the  18th  of  last  month,  was  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  what  number  of  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  are  yet  lemaining  within 
the  limits  of  the  state  of  Georgia;  how  many  have 
gone  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  in  conformity  to 
the  late  treaty  between  that  tribe  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  whether  he  apprehends 
any  difficulty  in  removing  thooo  wira  jxi  remain, 
when  the  time  stipulated  in  the  treaty  for  their  re- 
moval shall  arrive;  what  portion,  if  any,  of  said  tribe 
has  signified  their  intention  not  to  conform  to  said 
treaty;  whether  he  has  any  information  in  his  de- 
partment indicating  a hostile  intent  among  said  In- 
dians towards  the  citizens  of  Georgia;  and  whether 
he  has  any  reason  which  may  incline  him  to  appre- 
hend that  said  Indians,  or  any  part  of  them,  may 
commit  acts  of  violence  upon  the  citizens,  or  depre- 
dations on  their  property,  about  the  time  they  shall 
be  required  by  the  treaty  to  remove;  what  military 
force  he  has  established  in  that  section  of  the  union 
to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the  treaty,  if  necessa- 
ry, aud  to  prevent  acts  of  violence  or  depredations 
by  the  Indians;  whether  he  anticipates  an  increase 
of  military  strength  in  that  section,  to  what  extent 
and  at  what  time;  and  that  the  secretary  be  request- 
ed to  say  whether  any  precautionary  measures 
should  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  congress,  to  aid 
his  department  in  causing  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  tribe  oflndians,  and  pre- 
venting acts  of  violence  and  depredations  from  said 
Indians  or  any  part  of  them. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified  upon  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  by 
striking  out  the  words  “state  of  Georgia,”  and  in- 
serting the  words  “the  said  tribe  of  Indians  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river.” 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  the  president  be  requested  to  lay  before 
this  house  copies  of  all  documents  relating  to  the 
regulation  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, and  of  all  communications  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians  relative  thereto.” 

Which  amendment,  after  debate,  was  rejected. 

And  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

[A  report  of  the  debate  which  arose  on  this  sub- 
ject will  be  given  hereafter.] 

When  South  Carolina  was  called  for  petitions, 


Mr.  Thompson  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
with  a preamble  (which  were  read  for  information) 
on  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  but  ob- 
jections were  made.  Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion:  but  the 
house  refused  to  do  so. 

A large  number  of  resolutions  were  next  offered, 
of  which  the  following  are  the  most  important. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  be  in- 
structed to  report  the  number  of  messengers  and 
pages  that  are  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  the 
public  business  of  this  house,  with  the  compensa- 
tion that  should  be  given  to  them  in  full  for  their 
services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a bill  providing  for  the  selection  of  other  school 
lands  from  the  township  lying  within  the  Indian 
reservations  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, latterly  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  the 
United  States.  The  section  16  in  those  reserva- 
tions having  been  decided  not  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  schools.  The  reservations  to  be 
included  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill  arc  oa  follows, 
via.  The  Ottawa  reservations,  on  Blanchard  creek, 
Ocquanoras  village;  the  Lewistown,  Wapaukonetta, 
Hog  creek,  Big  spring,  Wyandotts,  Seneca  and 
Ottawa  reservations. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a bill  making  provisions  for  a survey  of  the 
southern  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  with  a view  to  make 
an  accurate  chart  for  navigators. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a bill  authorizing  the  state  of  Ohio  to  sell  the 
alternate  sections  of  the  Miami  canal,  and  the  al- 
ternate sections,  lying  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  reserved  by  the  United 
States  in  the  grant  of  land  to  Ohio  and  Indiana,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canals,  and  to  pay 
to  the  United  States  the  government  price  for  said 
land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  in  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  for  the  use  of  the  post  office 
department,  maps  showing  the  post  offices  and  post 
roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  altering  the  present  tariff  of  post- 
age charged  upon  letters,  pamphlets,  &c.  transmit- 
ted by  mail,  that  it  shall  correspond  with  the  coin 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oivens, 

nocoh.cj.  That  ttie  president  oftne  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  the 
causes  which  have  prevented  a compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  this  house  of  24th  February,  1837, 
in  relation  to  alleged  frauds  committed  upon  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  to  consist  of — mem- 
bers be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
as  to  prohibit  the  appointment  of  members  of 
congress  to  executive  offices  during  the  time  for 
which  they  are  elected  senators  or  representatives, 
and  the  time  of  two  years  thereafter. 

Mr.  Wise  accompanied  the  resolution  by  a few 
remarks,  which  gave  rise  to  a debate  in  the  course 
of  which  free  allusion  was  made  to  the  use  of  the 
appointing  power  during  the  late  administration, 
in  contrast  with  the  doctrine  of  president  Jackson 
on  that  subject.  Messrs.  Wise,  Haynes,  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  Underwood,  Jenifer  and  Yell 
took  part  in  the  discussion,  a report  of  which  will 
be  given  hereafter.  Before  the  presentation  of  any 
other  memorials  or  resolutions. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  3.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Towns,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim  of 
Zachariah  Phillips  for  property  destroyed  by  the  Creek 
Indians  in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  and  that  all  papers 
relating  to  said  claim  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mir.  Haynes  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  house  do 
now  again  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  further 
on  the  message  ef  the  president;  but  objections  were 
made,  and  he  did  not  press  the  request. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  permission  to  offer  a resolution 
touching  the  Mississippi  election;  which  being  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  Cushman,  of  New  Hampshire,  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  purpose.  Which 
motion  prevailing. 


Mr.  Bell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  elections,  in  mak- 
ing a report  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  house ; of  the 
facts  in  the  case  of  the  application  of  S.  S.  Prentiss  and 
J.  J.  Word  to  be  admitted  and  qualified  as  members  of 
the  twenty-fifth  congress  from  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
be  directed  to  discriminate  between  the  evidence  submit- 
ted to  the  committee  on  elections  at  the  last  called  ses- 
sion, under  the  resolution  of  tire  house  directing  an  in- 
quiry whether  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne  and  S.  J.  Gholson 
were  entitled  to  their  seats  as  members  from  the  same 
state,  and  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  present  session. 

On  this  resolution  a desultory  deDate  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  Bell,  Tillinghast,  and  Wise  advocat- 
ed, and  Messrs.  Hamer,  Cillery,  Patton,  and  Parker, 
opposed  its  adoption. 

It  was  supported  on  the  ground  that,  as  the  in- 
structions formerly  given  to  the  committee  on  elec- 
tions simply  gave  the  general  direction  “to  report 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,”  it  would  not  probably  ap- 
pear what  part  of  those  facts  had  been  before  the 
committee  and  the  house  at  the  called  session  in 
September,  and  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
committee  since  then.  It  was  desirable  that  this 
discrimination  should  be  made,  in  order  that  it  might 
distinctly  appear  on  how  much  or  how  little  evidence 
rne  committee  at  the  last  session  had  grounded  its 
report,  which  report  bad  been  adopted  by  the  house; 
and  which  adoption,  it  was  now  contended,  made 
the  case  of  the  Mississippi  election  a 'res  adjudicata, 
in  the  nature  of  a judgment,  and,  as  such,  not  to  be 
disturbed.  The  propriety  of  so  considering  the 
case  was  also,  incidentally,  drawn  into  discussion. 

The  resolution  was  resisted,  as  being  unnecessa- 
ry. The  instructions  already  given  were  to  report 
all  the  facts;  the  committee  no  doubt  would  do  so; 
and  it  was  of  little  consequence  which  of  them  had 
been  adduced  before,  and  which  now;  but,  if  any 
discrimination  was  necessary,  the  house  could  dis- 
criminate for  itself. 

Mr.  Cilley  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  “directed,”  where  it  first  oc- 
curs, and  inserting  “to  report  all  the  facts  Submit- 
ted to  them  at  the  called  session,  as  well  as  at  the 
present  session,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  contested 
election  for  the  state  of  Mississippi.” 

Mr.  Parker  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  to 
lay  the  resolution  and  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Cilley  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  at  the  demand  of  Mr. 
Bell,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows:  Yeas  96,  nays  92.  So  the  resolu- 
tion further  to  instruct  the  committee  on  elections 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass.,  the  rules  of  the 
house  were  suspended,  to  allow  the  call  lor  memo- 
rials to  be  resumed,  this  day,  at  the  point  where  it 
was  left  off  yesterday:  Ayes  106,  noes  34. 

Some  doubt  was  expressed  whether  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  under  this  motion  would  not  bring 
up  again  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Wise  to  amend  the  constitution;  but  it  was  finally 
ruled  by  the  chair  that  petitions  only  could  now  be 
offered;  but  that  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  would  have 
preference  whenever  resolutions  came  up  in  order. 
Memorials  were  then  presented— 

From  Virginia,  by  Messrs.  Patton,  Mercer,  Ma- 
son, Taliaferro,  Beirne,  and  Hunter. 

From  Maryland,  by  Messrs.  Jenifer,  Worthing- 
ton, and  McKim. 

From  Delaware,  by  Mr.  Milligan. 

From  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Henry,  Davis,  Fry,  Paynter,  Plumer,  Beatty,  Dar- 
lington, Naylor,  Wagener,  Toland,  M.  Morris,  Ogle, 
Petrikin,  and  Sheplor. 

From  New  Jersey,  by  Mr.  Halsted. 

From  New  York,  by  Messrs.  Brodhead,  Jones, 
Bicknell,  Parker,  Alexander,  Prentiss,  Grant,  Gal- 
up,  Curtis,  Edwards,  Mitchell,  De  Graff,  Childs, 
and  Taylor. 

From  Vermont,  by  Mr.  Allen. 

From  Connecticut,  by  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Holt, 
Haley,  and  Ingham. 

From  Rhode  Island,  by  Mr.  Tillinghast. 

From  Massachusetts,  by  Messrs.  Briggs,  Reed, 
Lincoln,  Grennell,  Cushing,  Hastings,  Borden,  Par- 
menter,  and  Adams. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  certain  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
and  formerly  presented  by  him,  be  taken  from  the 
table  of  the  house,  and  referred  to  a select  commit- 
tee. On  this  motion  he  claimed  the  floor,  but 
should  defer  addressing  the  house  till  another  occa- 


Mr.  Lawler  inquired  what  was  the  nature  and 
character  of  these  resolutions?  and  whether  the 
house  might  not  refuse  to  entertain  the  motion? 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  these  resolutions  did 
not  touch  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery? 

The  chair  observed  that  the  gentleman  had  not  so 
stated. 

Mr.  Wise  believed  that  they  were,  and  that  the 
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motion  proposed,  in  fact,  a repeal  of  the  order  by 
which  all  papers  touching  that  subject  were,  with- 
out reference  or  debate,  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  inquired  of  Mr.  Cushing  whether  the 
resolutions  in  question  referred  to  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery? 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  they  contained  a propo- 
sition that  the  order  just  referred  to  be  repealed: 
and  also  another,  that  congress  have  constitutional 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether,  under  the  rule,  such 
a paper  must  not  be  laid  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  Owens , of  Georgia,  moved  the  question  of 
consideration,  (i.  e.  the  preliminary  question,  whe- 
ther the  house  will  consider  a motion  or  paper  pre- 
sented to  it.) 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  an  adjournment,  but 
the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  the  question  of  order 
he  had  propounded  did  not  take  precedence  of  the 
question  of  consideration  moved  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  precedence, 
the  chair  finally  decided  that  the  u lioctioa  of  orHfir 
must  first  be  decided;  and  he  did  then  decide  that 
the  resolutions  referred  to  must  lie  on  the  table  un- 
der the  rule. 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  whether  it  was  the  decision 
of  the  chair  that  resolutions  adopted  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  a sovereign  state  must  belaid  on  the  table 
without  being  considered  by  the  house? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Such  was 
the  order  of  the  house,  and  the  chair  must  exe- 
cute it. 

Petitions  were  then  presented,  after  which — 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  postmaster  general,  with  a list  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  his  department. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  containing  information  called  lor  by  the  house, 
in  relation  to  the  protection  of  our  western  fron- 
tier. 

Both  these  communications  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  for 
1838. 

The  speaker  presented  a communication  from 
the  war  department,  transmitting  a report  iu  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  western  frontier  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  a report  of  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  bouse: 

Resolved,  Thatthe  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  esti- 
mate for  the  purchase  of  receiving  vessels  to  be 
employed  at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
estimates  for  a topographer  and  additional  clerks 
in  the  general  post  office,  and  for  five  additional 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  post  office, 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
following  items  in  the  estimate  of  appropriations, 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs. 

Compensation  to  W.  S.  Fulton,  as  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  while  acting  governor  of  Arkansas. 

“Indemnity  to  Benjamin  F.  Baker,  for  property 
destroyed  in  1832,  in  the  Chippewa  country,  by  a 
war  party  of  the  Sioux  of  Lac-qui-parle. 

“Compensation  anil  expenses  of  a special  agent 
to  visit  the  various  tribes,  with  a view  of  hearing 
their  requests  and  complaints,  suggesting  reme- 
dies for  their  grievances,”  &c. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  4.  After  the  reception  of  reports 
of  commitees&c.  and  the  first  reading  and  reference 
of  several  bills  from  the  senate,  the  house  on  the 
motion  ot  Mr.  Haynes,  again  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,) 
upon  the  reference  of  the  message. 

The  third  resolution  of  Mr.  Haynes  proposing  to 
refer  the  financial  part  of  the  message  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Poller,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  reference,  and  in  reply  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it.  He  went  at  large 
into  a discussion,  of  a strongly  party  character,  m 


which  he  reflected  upon  the  course  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  present  administration,  and  took  a gene- 
ral view  of  the  different  party  relations  in  the  coun- 
try, at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Murray , of  Kentucky,  observed  that  it  was 
now  growing  late,  and  most  of  the  seats  in  the 
house  were  vacated.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  rise.  Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

In  senate,  Monday,  Dec.  27,  1837. 

The  senate  took  up,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  following  bill: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  consent  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  given  to  the  states 
within  which  the  public  lands  are  situate,  to  levy 
and  collect  a tax  on  all  lands  which  may  hereafter 
be  sold  by  the  United  States  within  their  respective 
limits. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands  could  command  much  more 
attention  than  it  had  done.  This  bill  was  one  of 
tne  nuuicrouo  attempts  at  the  destruction  of  the 
land  system  which  had  been  so  long  in  operation, 
and  had  been  so  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
country.  One  of  the  features  of  that  system  was, 
that  no  land  should  be  taxed  by  the  respective 
states  in  which  it  lay,  till  five  years  after  the  sale. 
One  object  of  this  was  to  encourage  the  sales,  by 
exempting  the  lands  for  five  years  from  being  sold 
for  taxes.  When  the  sales  were  going  on  at  the 
rate  of  $25,000,000  per  annum,  there  might  have 
been  some  reason  in  relaxing  this  provision;  it 
might  not  have  been  injurious  w'hen  the  sales  were 
so  rapid.  But  was  not  the  case  very  different  now? 
Mr.  C.  had  told  gentlemen  that  this  rapid  sale  could 
not  goon;  it  was  a fever  in  the  public  mind  which 
would  subside.  It  had  done  so  accordingly.  The 
amount  of  sales  had  been  decreasing,  and  this  year, 
in  every  quarter,  the  sales  were  more  and  more 
diminished. 

Mr.  C.  wished  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  va- 
rious projects  which  had  been  brought  forward  on 
this  subject.  There  were  many  of  them  in  pro- 
gress, all  openingthe  way  to  universal  pre-emption. 
It  was  already  proposed  to  reduce  the  price  down 
to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Efforts  were  con- 
stantly making  to  take  the  public  lands  from  the 
United  States  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  was  not  to 
this  bill  alone  that  Mr.  C.  objected,  but  to  the  whole 
system  of  which  it  was  a part.  It  was  true  that 
this  bill  had  been  engrafted  on  one  or  two  of  the 
new  states  on  their  admission;  but  it  had  not  been 
without  the  most  resolute  opposition.  As  this 
measure  passed  the  senate  at  the  last  regular  ses- 
sion, Mr.  C.  would  ask  whether  now,  when  the 
sales  required  a stimulus,  rather  than  a restraint,  me 
senate  would  take  away  this  great  inducement. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  remarked  that  this,  as 
well  as  other  measures,  ought  to  stand  on  its  own 
separate  merits.  He  only  asked  that  the  states 
should  be  put  on  an  equality;  that  other  states 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  Michigan 
and  Arkansas.  When  the  pre-emption  bill  should 
come  up,  it  would  be  then  time  to  discuss  it;  but 
Mr.  C.  would  remark  now,  that,  should  it  pass,  it 
would  obviate  all  the  delay  in  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic land,  which  the  senator  was  in  favor  of  obviat- 
ing. 

Mr.  Norvell  made  a few  remarks,  (not  entirely 
audible  to  the  reporter,)  which  were  understood  to 
be  of  the  same  tenor. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  assigned  the  credit  sys- 
tem for  four  years  as  the  reason  of  the  five  years’ 
exemption  from  taxation. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  the  great  induce- 
ment to  introducing  this  exemption  originally  was, 
to  hold  out  an  inducement  to  the  sales.  The  table 
of  the  senate  was  filled  with  projects  for  seizing  on 
the  public  lands,  and  taking  them  from  the  whole 
union:  and  the  senator  from  Alabama  wished  them 
to  be  considered  separately!  He  talked  of  pre- 
emption rights!  How  could  they  be  rights,  when  a 
military  force  was  putin  the  hands  of  the  president 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  these  intruders  from 
the  public  lands,  and  those  supposed  rights,  when 
asserted,  had  been  put  down  by  a prompt  vote  of 
the  senate?  What  right  was  there?  Why  might 
not  an  equal  right  be  maintained  to  the  navy,  the 
forts,  or  any  other  property  of  the  United  States? 
The  rights  ofpre-emptioners!  who  manifested  a law- 
less disposition  to  seize  and  appropriate  to  them- 
selves the  public  domain.  They  had  been  told 
that  the  new  states  had  a right  to  all  the  public 
lands  within  their  respective  boundaries,  because, 
when  admitted  into  the  union,  they  were  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  old  states. 
The  senator  from  Alabama  had  revived  the  argu- 
ment. But  did  he  not  go  to  Alabama,  knowing  that 


the  public  lands  would  be  exempt  from  taxation  for 
five  years  after  the  sales?  How,  then,  could  he 
argue  that  there  was  any  right  in  the  new  states  in 
this  matter?  The  system  which  was  thus  assailed  had 
continued  many  years  with  great  benefit;  the  presi- 
dent was  proud  of  its  results,  and  had  arrayed 
them  before  us  in  his  message;  the  new  states  had 
all  grown  up,  and  prospered  greatly  under  this  sys- 
tem. 

Mr,  C.  knew  there  was  a great  inequality  in  the 
condition  of  those  in  the  senate  who  were  in  favor 
of  limiting  the  benefits  of  the  public  domain  to 
particular  states,  and  those  who  were  forextending 
them  equally  to  all  the  states.  In  the  senate  com- 
mittees on  the  public  lands  and  on  private  land  claims 
all  the  voting  power  was  from  the  nine  new  states, 
thus  placing  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  old 
states  on  a footing  of  great  inequality.  This  bill 
was  a matter  of  no  great  consequence  alone;  but  it 
was  the  whole  system,  of  which  this  was  a part,  at 
w'hich  Mr.  C.  felt  himself  compelled  to  look. 

Mr.  Walker  observed  that  the  bills  to  which  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  had  alluded, 
were  old  bills,  brought  forward  in  lormer  sessions; 
this  bill  had  no  reference  to  the  pre-emption  ques- 
tion, and  therefore  he  hoped  that  that  quesliem 
would  not  be  brought  in  now  to  prejudice  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  had  shifted  his  position;  yes- 
terday he  was  espousing  the  cause  of  the  poor  ne- 
groes, women,  and  children;  now,  to-day,  with 
wonderful  facility  ot  change,  he  turns  round  and 
becomes  the  opponent  of  the  poor  settler  on  the 
public  lands.  Yesterday,  he  was  forthe  poor,  now 
he  is  against  them.  As  to  the  power  given  to  the 
president  to  drive  out  settlers  by  beat  of  drum, 
would  he  (Mr.  C.)  have  dared  to  exercise  such  a 
power?  Would  any  chief  magistrate  venture  to 
effect  such  a removal  by  such  means?  Besides,  he 
would  observe,  that  pow'er  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  says 
is  an  evidence  of  the  policy  of  the  government  as 
being  opposed  to  pre-emption  rights,  was  not  be- 
stowed in  reference  to  that  question,  but  was  for 
the  purpose  only  of  driving  out  intruders  upon  the 
Indian  lands. 

It  is  alleged  against  the  squatters  that  they  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  Mr.  C.  had  re- 
sided 26  years  in  the  new  states;  he  was  familiar 
with  the  people  called  by  that  name,  and  he  never 
knew  an  instance  of  violence  to  prevent  the  public 
sales  of  land.  As  to  the  organization  of  the  com- 
mittees, now  so  unpleasant  to  the  honorable  senator 
(Mr.  Clay,)  let  him  look  back  to  a few  years  only, 
and  there  he  will  find  on  the  journals  pretty  speci- 
mens of  candor  and  impartiality  on  his  own  side, 
when  no  members  of  the  administration  were  placed 
upon  the  committees. 

But  all  these  things  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  mil  ocrore  me  senate,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  affect  it 
adversely. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  sorrow  that 
his  worthy  namesake  (Mr.  Clay)  did  not  conform 
his  practice  a little  better  to  his  precepts.  He  had 
himself  gone  into  extraneous  matter,  and  devoted 
his  whole  argument  to  topics  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion, while  he  censured  him  (Mr.  C.)  as  out  of 
order  for  the  same  thing. 

He  (Mr.  Clay)  had  said  nothing  about  the  politi- 
cal organization  of  the  committees  when  he  refer- 
red to  the  new  states;  he  only  had  a view  to  the  pro- 
portion of  states  as  existing  in  the  organization  of 
the  committees.  It  would  be  well  if  his  worthy 
namesake  would  only  leave  out  politics  for  a few 
moments  occasionally  from  his  head.  Mr.  C.  reit- 
erated his  complaint  of  the  number  of  bills  relating 
to  the  public  lands  brought  forward  by  members 
from  the  new  states,  most,  if  not  all,  tending  to 
grant  away  by  wholesale  all  the  public  property  of 
this  kind.  The  senator  from  Alabama,  his  name- 
sake, talks  about  his  change  of  position,  and  alleges 
that,  in  his  opposition  to  the  pre-emption  laws,  he 
is  opposed  to  the  poor.  He  (Mr.  C.)  pronounced 
the  pre-emption  laws  as  leading  to  the  mere  encour- 
agement of  land  speculators.  In  one  case  where  a 
poor  man  may  be  benefited,  the  speculator  engrosses 
the  public  land,  and  no  good  is  done  to  the  poor. 
He  (the  speculator)  sends  a man  of  straw  to  occupy 
the  land;  he  buys  up  floats  and  pre-emption  rights, 
and  thus  obtains  immense  quantities  of  public  land 
without  going  fairly  into  market  for  them. 

Mr.  C.  had  seen  a constitution,  or  something 
similar,  drawn  up  by  those  squatters,  threatening 
fire  and  sword  to  all  who  should  oppose  or  resist 
them  in  the  seizures  they  had  made  of  the  public 
land.  What  is  the  nature  of  pre-emption  rights? 
A man  surveys  a beautiful  spot,  bounds  over  the 
public  property,  seizes  on  the  property  of  the  nation, 
says  he  will  have  that  spot,  another  that  he  will 
have  that  spot,  another  another;  then  they  dictate 
terms,  forbid  competition,  select  the  choicest  spots, 
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give  out  threats,  make  combinations,  seize  on  all 
unsurveyed  lands,  threaten  all  the  power  of  the 
union;  and  thus  the  public  lands,  instead  of  being 
in  fact  public  lands,  are  left  abandoned  to  the  first 
lawless  occupants,  and  their  seizures  are  subse- 
quently legalized  bypassing  pre-emption  laws. 

As  to  enforcing  the  law,  Mr.  Jefferson  enforced  it; 
he  drove  off' the  settlers;  but  the  power  has  not  been 
much  exercised  since,  because  the  disease  has 
never  been  so  great  as  now,  calling  for  the  exer- 
cise of  this  violent  remedy. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that  there  were  two  interests,  in 
this  country — that  of  the  new  states,  and  that  of  the 
old.  These  interests  were  conflicting.  EThe  new 
wanted  to  get  hold  of  the  public  lands  to  benefit  the 
poor,  forsooth,  by  allowing  them  to  seize  the  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  union. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  regretting  that  his  namesake 
had  driven  him  to  enter  at  all  upon  the  subject  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  present  law  encouraged 
speculators  to  come  into  the  states  where  their 
lands  remained  untaxed,  whereas  the  states  required 
bona  fide  settlers,  and  not  speculators.  He  would 

vote  lor  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sevier  called  for  the  ayes  and  noe3  on  the 
question  of  engrossing;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  that,  being  a member  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  bill,  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  say  a few  words  in  explanation  of 
the  course  he  had  taken,  and  should  still  take,  in 
reference  to  it.  He  had  acquiesced  in  the  report  of 
the  bill,  and,  in  so  doing,  had  been  influenced  by 
reasons  which  had  not  been  at  all  affected  by  any 
thing  he  had  since  heard  on  the  subject.  No  one 
was  more  disposed,  or  more  fixed  in  his  determina- 
tion, than  he  was,  to  maintain  unimpaired,  in  every 
essential  particular,  the  land  system  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  had  been  established  and  acted  upon  for 
years.  He  believed  the  system  to  be  as  perfect  as 
any  which  could  be  devised.  It  had  been  tested 
by  long  experience,  had  operated  well,  and  he  would 
be  one  of  the  last  to  favor  any  innovations  upon  it, 
or  to  indulge  in  any  new  and  untried  experiment 
upon  an  interest  so  vast  in  its  amount,  and  of  such 
immense  importance  to  the  country.  His  course 
heretofore  had  been  to  maintain  the  system  entire, 
and  allow  none  of  its  parts  to  be  touched,  even 
thoflgh  they  should  be  deemed  in  themselves  unim- 
portant; and  he  should  now  be  opposed  to  the  repeal 
of  the  restriction  imposed  upon  the  states  from  tax- 
ing the  lands  for  five  years  after  sale,  if  the  princi- 
ple had  not  already  been  broken  in  upon,  and  alto- 
gether abolished,  as  it  respected  some  of  the  states. 
The  restriction  had  been  removed  as  to  Michigan 
and  Arkansas,  or,  rather,  had  not  been  extended  to 
them;  and  this  created  an  inequality,  which  he 
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which  the  public  lands  were  situate  ought  to  be 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing  in  this  respect. 
Equity  seemed  to  demand  this;  and  a refusal  to  do 
it  would  be  a cause  of  constant  irritation  and  com- 
plaint. He  was  disposed  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
new  states,  and  deny  them  nothing  which  they 
might  rightfully  and  reasonably  claim,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  would  guard,  protect,  and  maintain, 
to  the  uttermost,  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  old 
states. 

It  was  to  be  observed  that  the  exemption  from 
taxation,  which  the  bill  proposed  to  repeal,  grew 
out  of  a system  adopted  in  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  which  no  longer  existed,  and  had  not  existed 
for  many  years.  Under  that  system,  the  sales  were 
made  on  credit,  payment  to  be  made  by  instalments 
at  different  times,  the  United  States  having  a lien 
on  the  land  to  secure  the  payment  of  each  instal- 
ment. The  object  in  restricting  the  states  from  tax- 
ing the  lands  for  five  years  aftersale  was  to  preserve 
this  lien  unembarrassed  and  unimpaired  by  state 
legislation.  This  was  the  main,  if  not  the  only  pur- 
pose. It  was  possible  that  it  was  also  intended  to 
encourage  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  but  that  consideration  could  have  formed 
but  a very  inconsiderable  part  of  the  motive,  if,  in- 
deed, it  had  any  influence  at  all.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
evident  that  no  such  inducement  was  at  this  day 
necessary.  The  reason  of  the  restriction  had, 
therefore,  entirely  ceased,  and  as  its  continuance, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  P.,  was  no  longer  of  any  im- 
portance to  the  United  States,  he  thought  it  both 
right  and  expedient  to  remove  it,  and  thu3  correct 
the  inequality  which  at  present  prevailed  among  the 
new  states,  and  which,  it  was  known,  formed  a 
subject  of  much  complaint.  It  was  upon  this  ground, 
and  for  these  reasons,  that  he  had  acquiesced  in  the 
report  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  he  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss at  large  the  question  before  the  senate.  Itwas 
the  first  time  the  matter  had  been  submitted  to  his 
consideration,  and  he  had  therefore  expressed  no 
opinion  upon  it.  He  was,  however,  entirely  wil- 


ling to  leave  this  question  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
different  states  to  determine  whether  sound  policy 
requires  the  taxing  of  these  lands  or  not.  The  ob- 
jections to  the  bill,  as  urged,  as  he  understands  them, 
are,  first,  that  the  power  of  taxing  them  by  the 
states  will  retard  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  To  this  he  would 
answer,  that  this  question  may  be  safely  left 
with  the  legislature  of  the  particular  state  in 
which  the  land  lies,  which,  it  is  presumed,  will  un- 
derstand the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  course  of 
policy  to  he  pursued  for  their  interest;  secondly, 
that  it  is  a departure  from  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment for  years  on  this  subject.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered  that  the  policy  of  the  government  on  this 
question  was  established  under  the  credit  system, 
founded  upon  the  principle  that  the  lands  were  not 
paid  lor,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  until 
they  became  individual  property.  All  this,  how- 
ever, he  considered  matter  for  the  state  legislature 
of  the  particular  state,  and  with  them  he  was  con- 
tent to  leave  it.  He  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
bill,  without  expressing  any  opinion  of  the  merits 
of  the  question.  He  was  not,  at  this  time,  to  be 
drawn  into  a discussion  of  the  propriety  of  the  pre- 
emption laws;  when  that  question  arises  it  will  be 
examined.  Much  had  been  said  about  the  new 
states.  Who  are  the  citizens  of  the  new  states?  he 
would  ask.  The  citizens  of  the  old  states,  he  would 
answer,  who  have  merely  changed  their  residence. 
He  would  not,  however,  go  into  any  argument  at 
this  time  on  the  subject,  further  than  he  had  already 
gone,  as  he  saw  the  senate  were  disposed  to  take  the 
question  this  evening,  yet  he  could  not  say  less  in 
explanation  of  his  vote. 

Mr.  Mien  remarked  in  reference  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  committees  that  he  presumed  the  vice  presi- 
dent was  guided  by  local  considerations  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  committees.  Granted,  that  in  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands  the  members  were 
mostly  from  the  new  states,  the  vice  president  was 
not  to  blame.  He  had  constituted  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs  entirely  of  members  from  the  Atlan- 
tic states.  So  also  the  committee  on  manufactures 
was  constituted  of  gentlemen  from  the  manufactur- 
ing parts  of  the  union.  Thus  the  principle  of  re- 
ferring to  the  locality  belonging  to  the  subjects  re- 
ferred to  the  several  committees  seemed  to  have 
been  the  guide  of  the  vice  president.  To  Ohio, 
the  little  ragged  remnants  oftne  public  lands  which 
remained  there  unsold  were  of  no  consequence 
whatever.  Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  into 
the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  and  maintained  that 
it  was  such  as  ought  to  be  supported. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  thought  the  elaborate  de- 
fence of  the  president  of  the  senate  quite  gratuitous, 
uncalled  for,  and  unnecessary,  which  hnH  been 
volunteered  by  the  senator  from  Ohio.  The  com- 
mittees were  constituted,  of  course,  in  reference  to 
the  nature  of  the  business  submitted  to  them;  in 
the  navy,  &c.  there  were  no  conflicting  interests;  it 
was  an  object  of  favor  with  all  parts  of  the  union. 
But  between  some  of  the  old  and  some  of  the  new 
states  there  were  conflicting  interests  which  had 
developed  themselves  with  respect  to  the  public 
lands.  In  manufactures  there  are  conflicting  inter- 
ests, and  that  committee  is  so  constituted  that  two 
out  of  its  five  members  come  from  the  south.  Not 
so  in  the  land  committee,  in  which  he  complained, 
the  old  states  were  not  proportionately  infused.  Mr. 
C.  in  adverting  to  the  fact  without  any  idea  of  re- 
flecting upon  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  was 
astonished  at  the  spontaneous  and  vehement  zeal  of 
the  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen,)  as  it  was  al- 
together uncalled  for,  and  out  of  place. 

Mr.  Walker  felt  it  necessary  to  say  a few  words 
on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Mississippi.  No  state  in 
the  union  is  less  interested  in  the  pre-emption  laws 
than  it.  The  remarks,  therefore,  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  were  totally  inapplicable  to  her. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  in  reply,  that  he 
had  been  led  by  the  course  pursued  by  the  member 
from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walker)  in  reference  to  his 
own  measure,  and  from  the  zeal  he  had  shown  in 
favor  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  into  the  mistake  that 
his  state  was  interested  in  obtaining  the  passage  of 
such  law's.  He  was  happy  to  find  himself mistaken, 
and  was  satisfied  by  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon- 
orable senator,  (Mr.  Walker,)  for  whose  situation 
in  respect  to  Mississippi,  knowing  as  he  (Mr.  C.) 
did  his  peculiar  situation,  he  sincerely  felt  the  great- 
est sympathy. 

Mr.  Allen  made  some  remarks  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  which  produced  an  explan- 
ation, when 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  satisfied  with 
the  explanation.  Every  gentleman  was,  of  course, 
ready  to  repel  an  attack,  and,  therefore,  if  the  sen- 
ator from  Ohio  had  merely  intended  to  express  as 
much,  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  as  that  was  what 
everyone,  of  course,  took  for  granted.  He  (Mr. 


C.)  had  supposed  that  the  gentleman  expressed 
himself  personally.  He  was  happy  to  say  that  he 
was  satisfied. 

The  senator  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Clay  said,  was  not  a 
greater  friend  to  the  union  than  he.  On  this  point 
he  might  appeal  to  his  whole  public  career.  But 
he  looked  at  all  parts  of  the  union,  and  endeavored 
to  reconcile  them  as  far  as  he  could.  Every  one 
saw  that  there  was  a conflict  among  them.  The 
governor  of  Illinois  had,  a few  years  ago,  set  up  a 
claim  to  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  within  the 
limits  of  that  state.  Could  we  be  blind  to  this  and 
similar  facts;  and  should  they  not  examine  the  mea- 
sures which  came  from  the  new  states,  affecting 
the  interests  of  all  the  states?  Ohio,  by  her  repre- 
sentatives in  both  houses  of  congress,  had  mani- 
fested herself  more  coincident  with  the  old  states 
than  with  some  of  the  new  states.  But,  without 
choosing  to  dictate,  Mr.  C.  chose  to  look  at  the 
votes  of  every  senator;  the  interests  of  his  own  state 
required  it;  and  he  felt  bound  to  examine  whether 
or  not  any  mere  local  interest  influenced  the  judg- 
ment of  those  who  forwarded  thooo  rueasures.  Mr. 
C.  was  in  favor  of  the  old  system,  in  all  its  essen- 
tial features,  including  the  five  years’  exemption 
from  taxation;  and  he  was  against  all  graduation  of 
price,  and  all  attempts  to  destroy  the  old  system. 
On  this  ground  alone  he  should  vote  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  in  accordance  with  the  old 
system  of  credit,  the  land  was  held  for  five  years 
alter  the  sale  by  the  United  States,  and  forfeited,  if 
not  paid  for  in  that  time.  But,  as  soon  as  the  money 
was  paid  for  the  land,  it  was  subject  to  taxation  by 
the  state.  This,  he  argued,  was  the  reason  of  the 
five  years’  exemption  from  taxation — a reason 
which  now  existed  no  longer. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Ala.,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  oflndiana.  Strange,  Sw'ift, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young, 

—35- 

NAYS — Messrs — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Southard — 4. 

THE  SLAVE  QUESTION. 

RESOLUTIONS  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  preamble  andresolutionspassedby 
the  legislature  of  Vermont,  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Swift,  on  Tuesday  the  19th  ult.,  and  occasioned 
the  debate  noticed  in  page  258. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  numer- 
ous petitions  of  citizens  in  all  parts  of  the  state, 
praying  that  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  prevent  the  annexation,  by  that  body,  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  calling  on  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  Vermont  itself  to  protest  against 
the  same  in  any  way  being  done — 

And  to  whom  were  also  referred  numerous  me- 
morials from  various  parts  of  the  state,  praying  this 
honorable  body  to  adopt  resolutions  declaring — 

First.  That  congress  has  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Second.  That  it  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
abolish  them  in  the  several  territories  of  the  union 
where  they  exist. 

Third.  That  it  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
prohibit  the  slave-trade  between  the  several  states 
of  the  union.  And 

Fourth.  That,  in  regard  to  all  these  paticulars, 
congress  ought  immediately  to  exercise  that  power. 

And  to  whom  were  also  referred  numerous  peti- 
tions praying  this  honorable  body  to  protest  against 
the  admission  of  any  new  state  into  this  union, 
whose  constitution  tolerates  domestic  slavery,  have 
had  the  same  under  considerarion,  and  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows: 

The  committee  nave  not  been  enabled  to  find  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  any  provision 
delegating  to  congress  power  to  incorporate  with 
our  territory  a separate  and  independent  state. 
Such  is  Texas.  It  is  true  congress  possesses  pow- 
er to  admit  into  the  union  “new  states;”  but  it  is 
believed  they  must  be  those  and  only  those,  whose 
constitutional  forms  of  government  are  authorized 
and  approved  by  the  legislative  sanction  of  that 
body. 

The  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  the 
annexation  of  them  to  the  territory  of  the  govern- 
ment, were,  it  is  believed, assumptions  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  with  which  the  consti- 
tution did  not  clothe  that  body.  Popular  approba- 
tion, added  to  the  fact  that  these  acquisitions  were 
necessary  to  the  safe  and  convenient  use  of  our  fel- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  6,  1838— THE  SLAVE  QUESTION. 


297 


low-citizens,  of  large  sections  of  our  country  lying 
contiguous  to  them,  prevented,  at  the  time,  any 
strong  opposition  to  these  acts  of  purchase,  or  any 
examination  of  a serious  character  into  the  authority 
by  which  they  were  done-  But,  leaving  out  of  view 
what  is  thought  to  be  a decisive  constitutional  inhi- 
bition of  (the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union, 
there  are  other  objections  which  seems  insurmoun- 
table to  the  committee.  The  state  of  Mexico,  of 
which  Texas  was  one  of  the  confederate  provinces, 
and  from  which  it  has  but  lately  been  torn  by  vio- 
lence, had  adopted  and  practically  carried  out,  in 
her  political  organization,  sentiments  that,  it  seems 
to  the  committee,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  just 
government,  and  which  are  thus  happily  set  forth 
in  the  constitution  of  this  state:  “Ml  men  are  born 

equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  natu- 
ral, inherent,  and  inalienable  rights,  among  which  are 
the  enjoying  and  defending  of  life  and  liberty;  ac- 
quiring, possessing,  and  protecting  property,  and  pur- 
suing "and  obtaining  happiness  and  safely.”  Under 
the  influence  of  these  principles,  Mexico,  in  a man- 
ner that  won  for  her  the  augmented  respect  of  the 
civilized  world,  had  honorably  abolished  the  sys- 
tem of  slavery,  that  attached  to  her  during  her  co- 
lonial dependence  on  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  Tex- 
as, On  tho  other  hand,  no  sooner  had  ocpnrated  tVOIU 

Mexico  and  assumed  an  independent  position,  than 
she  showed  an  utter  disregard  of  these  principles, 
and  of  the  just  respect  of  the  great  body  of  Chris- 
tian nations,  by  incorporating  indissolubly  with  her 
political  system  the  enslavement,  the  uncondition- 
al and  perpetual  enslavement,  of  a part  of  the  hu- 
man family — of  that  part,  too,  who,  it  seems  to 
your  committee,  have  already  wept  long  enough 
over  the  wrong3  and  afflictions  they  have  suffered 
from  their  brethren. 

Against  every  form  of  oppression  the  people  of 
Vermont  have,  at  all  times,  borne  honorable  testi- 
mony. In  their  constitution  they  have  published 
to  the  world  their  everlasting  opposition  to  all  sla- 
very, even  down  to  the  minutest  and  least  revolting 
of  its  modifications.  It  would,  then,  be  inconsist- 
ent in  Vermont — it  would  prove  that  she  had  some- 
what cooled  in  the  fervor  of  her  love  for  liberty, 
should  she  consent  to  be  drawn  into  close  and  fra- 
ternal bonds  with  a people  who,  beyond  any  yet 
known  in  modern  times,  have  made  the  most  delib- 
erate and  heartless  assault  on  human  freedom. 

There  is  one  other  reason  against  this  measure 
that  the  committee  ought  not  to  omit  presenting  to 
your  honorable  body.  Its  most  industrious  advo- 
cates urge  it — not  because  our  population,  too  crow- 
ded for  our  present  bounds,  justly  call  for  others 
more  extended;  not  because  it  is  necessary  to  the 
unincumbered,  safe,  and  profitable  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  resources  and  advantages  of  any  part 
of  the  territory  we  now  possess — but  for  the  avow- 
ed object  of  adding  to  and  confirming  the  slavehold- 
ing influence  in  the  management  ofthe  government. 
The  anarchy  and  disorder  that  now  prevailed  in  the 
south,  the  apparent  overthrow,  of  late,  of  her  own 
constitutional  and  legal  barriers,  erected  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  citizens,  and  the  seeming  want  of  pow- 
er in  her  proper  authorities  to  re-establish  them — 
the  illegal  outrages  which  her  own  citizens,  as  well 
as  those  from  the  free  states,  have  suffered  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  in  the  south,  and  to  which 
it  would  appear,  upto  this  time,  they  are  exposed- 
outrages  that,  so  far  as  your  committee  have  the 
means  of  information,  have,  in  many  instances,  been 
provoked  by  an  honorable  advocacy  of  liberty,  and  a 
condemnation  of  slavery  not  less  honorable,  or  from 
a suspicion  that  the  one  was  honorable  and  the  other 
detested — outrages  that  have  been  passed  by  unpun- 
ished and  unnoticed  by  the  proper  tribunals  where 
they  have  been  perpetrated:  these  and  other  fearful 
sacrifices  ofimportant  interests  by  the  north, demand- 
ed by  the  south  to  be  offered  up  for  the  security  of 
her  peculiar  institutions — the  surrender  that  she 
asks  from  us  ofthe  freedom  of  speech — the  liberty  of 
the  press — the  right  of  petition — all  these  united,  in- 
spire your  committee  with  a well-founded  appre- 
hension that  the  additional  weight  which  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States  would  give 
to  the  slave-holding  interest  in  our  political  organ- 
ization, would,  in  all  probability,  soon  lead  either 
to  a disolution  of  the  union,  or  to  the  political  de- 
gradation of  the  free  states,  and,  eventually,  to  the 
entire  overthrow  of  their  common  liberties.  Where- 
fore, the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  by  the 
general  assembly  of  the  following  resolutions. 

W.  R.  RANNEY, 

MILTON  BROWN, 
For  committee. 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  in- 
fluence in  that  body  to  prevent  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  union. 

2.  Resolved,  That  representing  as  we  do  the  people 


of  Vermont,  we  do,  hereby,  in  their  name,  solemnly 
protest  against  such  annexation  in  any  form. 

3.  Resolved,  That  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  Vermont  we  do  solemnly  protest  against 
the  admissien  into  this  union  of  any  state  whose 
constitution  tolerates  domestic  slavery. 

4.  Resolved,  That  congress  have  full  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave-trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  congress  has  the  constitution- 
al power  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  between  the- 
several  states  of  this  union,  and  to  make  such  laws 
as  shall  effectually  prohibit  such  trade. 

6.  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  requested,  to  pre- 
sent the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  their 
respective  houses  in  congress,  and  use  their  iflu- 
ence  to  carry  the  same  speedily  into  effect. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be 
requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  foregoing  re- 
port and  resolutions  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  executive  ofthe  several  states,  and  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

In,  oon-aloy  NoVtUlbcr  "1,  1S37. 

Resolutions  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6,  passed 
by  the  senate. 

Resolution  numbered  7,  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  “to  the  executives  ofthe  several  states,” 
and  passed  by  the  senate. 

N.  WILLIAMS,  secretary, 

In  house  of  representatives,  Nov.  1,  1837. 

Resolutions  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  pass- 
ed by  the  house.  A.  L.  MINER,  clerk. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  presented  by 
Mr.  Calhoun  in  the  senate  on  the  27th  ult. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  adoption  ofthe  federal  con- 
stitution, the  states  adopting  the  same,  acted,  sev- 
erally, as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  states; 
and  that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  as- 
sent, entered  the  union  with  the  view  to  its  in- 
creased security  against  all  dangers,  domestic  as 
well  as  foreign,  and  the  more  perfect  and  secure 
enjoyment  of  its  advantages,  natural,  political,  and 
social. 

Resolved,  That  in  delegating  a portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  federal  government, 
the  states  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  po- 
lice, and  are  alone  responsible  for  them,  and  that 
any  intermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  states,  or  a 
combination  oftheir  citizens,  with  the  domestic  in- 
stitutions and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground, 
or  under  any  pretext  whatever,  political,  moral,  or 
religious,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
version, is  an  assumption  of  superiority  not  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution;  insulting  to  the  states 
interterred  with;  tending  to  endanger  their  domes- 
tic peace  and  tranquillity;  subversive  ofthe  objects 
for  which  the  constitution  was  formed;  and  by 
necessary  consequence,  tending  to  weaken,  and 
destroy  the  union  itself. 

Resolved,  That  this  government  was  instituted  and 
adopted  by  the  several  states  ot'this  union  as  a com- 
mon agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
their  mutual  security  and  prosperity;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers  as  to  give, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  increased  stability  and 
security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  states 
that  compose  the  union;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  ofthe  government  to  resist  all  attempts  by  one 
portion  of  the  union  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to 
attack  the  domestic  institutions  of  another  or  to 
weaken  or  destroy  such  institutions,  instead  of 
strengthening  and  upholding  them,  as  it  is  in  duty 
bound  to  do. 

Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  southern  and  western  states  of  the  union,  com- 
poses an  important  part  of  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  re- 
cognized as  constituting  an  essential  element  in  the 
distribution  of  its  powers  among  the  states;  and  that 
no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  states  of  the  union  in  relation  to  it  can  justi- 
fy them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic 
attacks  thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow;  and 
that  all  such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the 
mutual  and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend 
each  other,  given  by  the  states  respectively,  on  en- 
tering into  the  constitutional  compact,  which  form- 
ed the  union,  and  as  such  are  a manifest  breach  of 
faith,  and  a violation  of  the  most  solemn  obligations, 
moral  and  religious. 

Resolved,  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  state  or 
states,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  territories,  on  the  ground,  or 


under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  congress,  with 
that  view,  would  be  a direct  and  dangerous  attack 
on  the  institutions  of  all  the  slave-holding  states. 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  these  states  rests  on 
an  equality  of  rights  and  advantages  among  its 
members;  and  that  whatever  destroys  that  equality, 
tends  to  destroy  the  union  itself;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  all,  and  more  especially  of  this  body, 
which  represents  the  states  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  states  in  extending  the  benefits  of  the 
government  to  the  several  portions  of  the  union; 
and  that  to  refuse  to  extend  to  the  southern  and 
western  states  any  advantage  which  would  tend  to 
strengthen,  or  render  them  more  secure,  orincrease 
their  limits  or  population  by  the  annexation  of  new 
territory  or  states,  on  the  assumption  or  under  the 
pretext  that  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  it  exists 
among  them,  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  otherwise  ob- 
noxious, would  be  contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights 
and  advantages  which  the  constitution  was  intend- 
ed to  secure  alike  to  all  the  members  ofthe  union, 
and  would,  in  effect,  disfranchise  the  slave-holding 
states,  withholding  from  them  the  advantages 
while  it  subjected  them  to  the  burdens  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  following  resolutions  submitted,  in  the 
senate,  by  Mr.  Norvell,  on  the  28th  ult.  were  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  a national  government  only  for  the  gene- 
ral purposes  specified  in  the  federal  constitution: 

That  the  states  of  this  union,  in  all  their  reserv- 
ed rights  and  powers,  are  separate,  independent, 
and  sovereign  political  communities. 

That  any  interference  by  one  or  more  states,  or 
by  the  people  of  one  or  more  states,  with  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  any  other  State  of  this  Union, 
or  with  any  of  its  reserved  rights  and  powers  over 
those  institutions,  is  a palpable  and  dangerous  in- 
fraction of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  tending  directly  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  ofthe  union,  and  to  sever  the  links 
which  connect  us  together  as  one  people: 

That  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  composed 
of  the  representatives  of  the  states  in  their  sover- 
eign capacities,  and  bound  to  protect  the  reserved 
rights  and  powers  left  to  them  in  the  compact  of 
union,  would  regard  any  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
federal  government,  under  the  pretext  of  regulating 
commerce  among  the  several  states,  or  under  any 
other  pretext  whatever,  to  prohibit  the  domestic 
trade  between  any  of  the  states,  or  the  citizens  of 
any  of  the  states,  allowed  by  them  in  any  kind  of 
property,  recognized  as  such  by  their  laws,  as  un- 
constitutional in  spirit  and  in  letter:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
will  neither  receive,  nor  entertain,  any  petition, 
memorial,  resolution,  or  other  paper,  praying  con- 
gress to  prohibit  any  such  trade. 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  would  be  a breach  of  the 
public  faith  of  the  nation  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people  of  the  District,  the  senate  will  neither  re- 
ceive, nor  entertain,  any  petition,  memorial,  reso- 
lution, or  other  paper,  praying  for  the  adoption  of 
such  measures,  unless  it  proceed  from  the  people 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Morris,  on  the  29th  ult: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  formation  of  the  federal 
constitution,  the  states  acted  in  their  sovereign  ca- 
pacities; but  the  adoption  of  the  same  was,  by  the 
people  of  the  several  states,  by  their  agents  special- 
ly elected  for  that  purpose,  and  the  people  of  the 
several  states,  by  their  own  free  and  voluntary  con- 
sent, entered  into  the  compact  of  union  proposed  in 
the  constitution,  with  the  view  to  form  a more  per- 
fect union,  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tran- 
quility, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity;  and  that 
the  means  of  attaining  all  those  important  objects 
are  fully  provided  for  in  the  giants  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  constitution  itself. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  ofthe  several  states  in 
delegating  a portion  of  their  power  to  the  federal 
government,  which  they  bad  formerly  exercised  by 
their  own  legislatures,  severally  retained  the  ex- 
clusive and  sole  right  over  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, which  they  had  not,  by  the  constitution, 
granted  to  the  federal  government,  and  they  re- 
served to  individuals,  and  to  the  states  in  their  so- 
vereign character,  the  full  liberty  of  speech  and  the 
press,  to  discuss  the  domestic  institutions  of  any  of 
the  states,  whether  political,  moral,  or  religious; 
and  that  it  would  be  the  exercise  of  unauthorized 
power  on  the  part  of  this  government,  or  of  any 
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of  the  states,  to  attempt  to  restrain  the  same;  and 
that  any  endeavor  to  do  so,  would  be  insulting  to 
the  people  and  the  states  so  interfered  with;  for 
each  state  alone  ha3  the  power  to  punish  individuals 
for  the  abuse  of  this  liberty  within  their  own  juris- 
diction; and  whenever  one  state  shall  attempt  to 
make  criminal  acts  done  by  citizens  in  another 
state,  which  are  lawful  in  the  state  where  done, 
the  necessary  consequence  would  be  to  weaken  the 
bonds  of  our  union. 

Resolved,  That  this  government  was  adopted  by 
the  people  of  the  several  states  of  this  union  as  a 
common  agent,  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution;  and 
in  fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  go- 
vernment1 is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
states  over  their  own  domestic  institutions;  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  refrain  from  any 
attempt,  however  remote,  to  operate  on  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  the  press,  as  secured  to  the  citizens 
of  each  state  by  the  constitution  and  laws  thereof. 
That  the  United  States  are  bound  to  secure  to  each 
state  a republican  form  of  government,  and  to  pro- 
tect each  of  them  against  invasion  or  domestic  vio- 
lence, and  for  no  other  purpose  can  congress  in- 
terfere with  the  internal  police  of  a stale. 

Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery  as  it  exists  in 
the  southern  and  western  states;  is  a moral  and  po- 
litical evil,  and  that  its  existence  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  is  not  recognized  by 
that  instrument  as  an  essential  element  in  the 
exercise  of  its  powers  over  the  several  states,  and 
no  change  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  states 
can  justify  them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  sys- 
tematic attacks  on  the  right  of  petition,  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  or  the  liberty  of  the  press,  with  a 
view  to  silence  either,  on  any  subject  whatever; 
and  that  all  such  attacks  are  manifest  violations  of 
the  mutual  and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend 
each  other,  and  as  such  are  a manifest  breach  of 
faith,  and  a violation  of  the  most  solemn  obligations, 
both  political,  moral  and  religious. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indisputable  right  of  any 
state,  or  any  citizen  thereof,  as  well  as  an  indispen- 
sable duty,  to  endeavor,  by  all  legal  and  constitu- 
tional’means,  to  abolish  whatever  is  immoral  and  sin- 
ful, and  that  congress  alone  possesses  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this  District 
or  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  right  of  petition,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  to 
accomplish  this  object  is  not  to  be  questioned,  and 
that  an  act  of  congress  on  this  subject  would  be 
within  its  constitutional  powers. 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  these  states  rests  up- 
on the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  citizens  in  sup- 
porting the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  upon  any  supposed  advantages  it  may  afford  to 
any  particular  state;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty 
of  all,  more  especially  oflhis  body,  which  represents 
the  states  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to  resist  all 
attempts  to  discriminate  between  the  states;  and 
that  it  would  be  unwise,  unjust,  and  contrary  to  the 
constitution,  to  annex  any  new  territory,  or  state  to 
this  confederacy,  with  a view  to  the  advantage  of 
any  state,  or  its  peculiar  domestic  institutions;  that 
such  an  attempt  would  be  contrary  to  that  equality 
of  rights  which  one  object  of  the  constitution  was 
to  secure  alike  to  all  the  states;  and  if  done  to  favor 
the  slave-holding  states,  for  th«  purpose  of  giving  to 
those  states  a preponderance  in  this  government, 
would  in  effect,  be  to  establish  slavery  in  all  the 
states. 

Resolved,  That  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
several  states  is  an  express  power  granted  by  the 
constitution  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 
That,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  congress  may 
rightfully  prohibit  any  article,  though  made  property 
by  the  laws  of  a state,  from  being  used  in  such  com- 
merce, if  the  same  would  be  detrimental  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

Resolved,  That  congress  have  possessed  the  power 
since  1808  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  persons 
into  any  state  as  articles  of  commerce  or  merchan- 
dise. 

Resolved,  That  the  political  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple within  the  District  of  Columbia  is  subject  to 
state  regulation;  and  that  congress,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  legislative  powers  over  the  District,  is  bound 
by  the  will  of  its  constituents  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  when  legislating  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generally. 

Resolved,  That  this  government  was  founded  and 
has  been  sustained  by  the  force  of  public  opinion, 
and  that  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  that  opinion  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  its  healthy  action;  and 
that  any  system  which  will  not  bear  the  test  of  pub- 
lic examination  is  at  war  with  its  fundamental 
principles;  and  that  any  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
those  who  administer  the  government  of  the 
states,  or  any  of  the  states,  or  any  citizens  thereof, 


which  is  intended  or  calculated  to  make  disreputa- 
ble the  free  and  full  exercise  of  the  thoughts  and 
opinions  of  any  portion  of  our  citizens  on  any  sub- 
ject connected  with  the  political,  or  religious 
institutions  of  our  country,  whether  expressed  by 
petition  to  congress,  or  otherwise,  by  attaching  to 
the  character  of  such  institutions  odious  and  reproach 
ful  names  and  epithets,  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  all  our  civil  institutions,  as  well  as  our  per- 
sonal safety;  poisons  the  very  foundations  of  public 
justice,  and  excites  mobs  and  other  unlawful  assem- 
blies to  deeds  of  violence  and  blood.  That  our  only 
safety  is  in  tolerating  error  of  opinion,  while  reason 
is  left  free  to  combat  it. 


DELICATE  AND  INTERESTING  CASE. 

From  the  Maryland  Republican  of  December  30. 

On  Tuesday,  in  the  house  of  delegates,  Mr. 
Maulsby  rose  and  proposed  an  order  respectfully 
asking  of  the  executive  to  communicate  all  the  in- 
formation in  their  possession  relative  to  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  delivery  over  of  four  of  the  citizens  of  Harford 
county,  who  it  appears  had  been  indicted  by  the 
York  county  court,  for  unlawfully  seizing,  and 
conveying  from  said  county,  a certain  negro  wo- 
man and  her  children,  claimed  as  absconding  slaves, 
belonging  to  a widow  lady  of  Harford  county, 
without  having  observed  the  legal  form  required  by 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  in  such  cases,  whereby 
they  became  liable  to  the  penalties  of  said  laws, 
which  denounce  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary for  the  offence. 

Mr.  M.  stated  upon  his  own  knowledge  that  the 
persons  indicted  were  men  of  respectability  and  of 
family,  and  free  holders  of  Hariord  county;  that 
they  had  had  the  negroes  arrested  by  a proper  offi- 
cer with  a warrant  from  the  authorities  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  taken  before  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
his  decision,  under  the  act  of  congress  requiring 
that  proceeding;  but  the  magistrate  refused  to  act 
under  that  law  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  Mr.  Maulsby  con- 
tended went  in  effect  to  nullify  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  law  in  the  case,  by  forbidding  a 
justice  of  the  peace  to  adjudge  in  such  case,  but 
required  that  it  shall  be  tried  before  a judge  of  the 
court,  and  be  made  matter  of  record.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  justice  to  adjudge  the 
case,  and  of  the  difficulties  at  the  time  of  reaching 
a judge,  the  Marylanders  determined  to  bring  the 
negroes  home  into  Harford  county,  a distance  only 
of  7 or  8 miles,  and  submit  the  case  to  the  judiciary 
of  this  state.  They  did  so,  and  the  trial  for  free- 
dom occupied  Harford  county  court  for  three  day’s 
patient  investigation,  during  which  the  ownership 
was  clearly  established,  and  the  negroes  adjudged 
to  be  the  property  of  the  widow,  from  whom  the 
mother  had  absconded,  and  for  whom  the  arrest 
was  made. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  of  the  ownership  being 
established,  the  act  of  forcibly  bringing  away  the 
negroes  from  Pennsylvania,  without  satisfying  the 
laws  of  that  state  of  such  ownership  in  the  manner 
therein  prescribed,  was  declared  by  said  law  to  be 
an  act  of  felony  and  punishable  as  we  have  mention- 
ed above.  Indictment  being  found,  the  executive 
of  Pennsylvania  claimed  the  four  Marylanders  as 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  requires  that  such  demand  shall  be 
complied  with.  An  interesting  correspondence 
has  been  carried  on  between  the  executive  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  that  of  Pennsylvania  upon  the  subject, 
and  if  we  mistake  not  Mr.  Maulsby  himself  has 
been  to  Harrisburg  at  the  request  of  our  executive 
endeavoring  to  avert  the  inconvenience  or  disgrace 
to  which  the  said  Marylanders  will  be  subjected  by 
carrying  out  the  demand.  The  object  of  Mr.  Mauls- 
by as  he  stated  to  the  house,  was  to  place  the  sub- 
ject fully  and  immediately  before  the  legislature, 
that  they  might  judge  what  measures  were  best  to 
be  adopted  to  protect  the  citizens  of  this  state  from 
such  inconvenience  in  reclaiming  their  slaves,  and 
particularly  to  save  the  citizens  who  were  now 
threatened  with  an  ignominious  punishment  for  tak- 
ing the  measures  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  jus- 
tifiable in  reclaiming  the  property. 

The  call  for  the  papers  was  acceeded  to  by  the 
house' — A subsequent  order  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Maulsby  requesting  our  executive  to  suspend  issu- 
ing process  for  the  arrest  or  delivery,  until  legisla- 
tive action  could  be  had,  was,  after  some  objections 
urged  by  Mr.  Alexander,  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Mauls- 
by. 

The  call  for  the  papers  was  promptly  complied 
with.  The  whole  correspondence  was  communicat- 
ed to  the  house  on  the  following  day.  The  case 
is  one  of  much  delicacy  and  much  difficulty,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  remembered  that  the  very  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  operation  of  which  is  now  com- 
plained of,  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that 


state  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  who  deputised  very  talented  members  of 
her  own  legislature  to  go  to  Harrisburg,  and  urge 
that  their  laws  should  be  so  altered  as  to  prevent  a 
mere  justice  of  the  peace  from  having  the  power  to 
decide,  as  to  the  property  of  our  citizens  in  slaves 
that  are  fugitives  in  thatstate. 


MR.  FLETCHER’S  ADDRESS. 

From  the  Boston  Mias. 

We  earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  address  of  our  representative  in  congress,  the 
Hon.  Richard  Fletcher,  which  appears  in  our  paper 
of  this  morning. 

This  address  shows  in  the  clearest  and  distinctest 
manner,  that  the  impression  so  generally  prevalent, 
that  Mr.  Fletcher  intended  in  his  remarks  in  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  12th  ultimo,  to  dis- 
credit the  report  of  his  Faneuil  Hall  speech,  which 
originally  appeared  in  this  paper,  was  an  impression 
which  Mr.  Fletcher  never  designed  to  make.  So 
far  from  such  a design,  he  did  expressly  sustain  the 
substantial  accuracy  of  that  report;  and,  as  appears 
in  his  address,  he  was  so  understood  by  the  persons 
who  replied  to  him  on  that  occasion.  Unfortunate- 
ly, however,  for  all  parties,  this  false  impression 
-wac  very  extensively  made  For  ourselves,  we  re- 
sisted it  as  long  as  we  could,  without  subjecting 
ourselves,  as  we  thought,  to  a charge  which  would 
have  been  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  this  journal  for 
honesty  and  truth;  and  which  would  even  have  cast 
a deep  stigma  upon  the  whole  whig  party  of  Bos- 
ton. 

The  whole  of  Friday,  and  while  there  was  noth- 
ing to  go  upon  but  the  brief  sketches  in  the  New 
York  papers,  we  resisted  with  vehemence  the  idea 
that  Mr.  Fletcher  could  have  discredited  the  report 
of  his  speech.  But  on  Saturday,  when  the  mail 
brought  a full  report  of  the  remarks  in  the  house  on 
the  12th,  remarks  which  seem  very  generally  to 
have  produced  an  impression  they  were  not  intend- 
ed to  produce,  which  upon  examination,  they  will 
not  warrant;  and  when,  at  the  same  time,  our  ex- 
change papers  began  to  taunt  us  with  having  manu- 
factured a speech  for  Mr.  Fletcher  which  he 
never  delivered,  we  felt  bound  to  meet  the  charge 
at  once,  with  an  explicit  and  indignant  denial. — 
The  distinctions  upon  which  Mr.  Fletcher  went  in 
his  explanations,  though  sufficiently  just  in  them- 
selves, were  yet  of  a kind  likely  to  be  misappre- 
hended by  hasty  readers.  In  a matter  which 
touched  our  veracity  and  honor,  we  felt  obliged  to 
receive  as  just  what  seemed  to  be  a prevalent  im- 
pression. Under  such  circumstances,  we  were  in 
no  state  for  deliberate  analysis;  and  we  could  hard- 
ly stop  to  make  it,  without  subjecting  ourselves,  by 
our  silence  and  delay,  to  the  most  injurious  impu- 
tations. 

We  were  the  more  confirmed  in  the  interpreta- 
tion so  commonly  put  upon  Mr.  Fletcher’s  remarks, 
by  two  very  natural  mistakes  as  to  matters  of  fact. 

The  foreman  of  our  printing  office,  a most  re- 
spectable man,  assured  us,  that  it  was  his  distinct 
impression,  that  the  corrections  in  the  first  two  or 
three  sheets  of  the  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Faneuil 
Hall  speech,  as  given  in  this  paper,  were  in  a hand- 
writing with  which  he  was  not  familiar,  and  which 
he  concluded  to  have  been  Mr.  Fletcher’s.  This 
assurance,  in  connection  with  the  circumstance, 
that  we  knew  that  the  manuscript  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  Mr.  F.  (though  it  ap- 
pears, from  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman  who 
took  it  to  him,  that  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  occupied 
even  to  glance  over  it)  led  us  to  make  the  assertion 
in  our  own  defence,  and  in  defence  of  the  report, 
“that  the  speech  as  reported  in  the  Atlas  was  seen 
by  him  (i.  e.  Mr.  Fletcher)  previous  to  its  appear- 
ance in  print;  and  was  by  him  partially  revised  and 
corrected.”  We  are  now  perfectly  satisfied,  and 
upon  the  most  unquestionable  evidence,  that  every 
correction  in  the  copy  of  the  report,  was  made  by  a 
gentleman  connected  with  this  office,  (who  was 
absent  from  the  city  at  the  time  our  extra  was  issu- 
ed, and  is  still  absent,  though  we  have  since  seen 
and  conversed  with  him;)  and  we  are  perfectly 
satisfied,  that  in  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Fletcher’s  asser- 
tion respecting  this  matter  is  most  completely  and 
literally  true, — that  he  never  saw  the  copy,  nor 
made  a single  correction  in  it,  nor  could  he  have 
read  a line  of  the  report,  till  after  it  appeared  in 
print.  It  gave  ns  the  greatest  pain  to  come  into 
collision  with  Mr.  Fletcher  as  to  this  matter  of 
fact,  and  it  gives  us  the  sincerest  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  make  this  correction. 

As  to  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  speech,  we  are 
also  satisfied  that  it  was  already  in  type,  before 
Mr.  Fletcher  knew  of  its  intended  publication,  and 
was  not  revised  by  him. 

We  are  truly  happy  in  being  able  to  make  these 
explanations,  and  thus  to  set  right  a most  unfortu- 
nate misunderstanding.  Believing,  as  we  did,  and 
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as  many  others  did,  that  Mr.  Fletcher  intended  to 
throw  entire  discredit  upon  the  Atlas  report  of  his 
speech,  we  acted,  as  we  believe  all  honorable  men, 
under  similar  circumstances,  and  laboring  under  a 
similar  misapprehension,  would  have  acted,  and  as 
we  would  act  with  the  same  promptitude  again. — 
In  spite  of  the  cavils  and  misrepresentations  of  in- 
terested opponents,  we  do  not  fear  but  that  those 
whose  good  opinion  we  esteem,  will  be  convinced 
that  we  have  been  actuated  in  this  affair  by  a su- 
preme regard  to  truth  as  well  as  to  the  true  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  party  to  which  we  are  attached. 

Washington,  Dec.  23 d,  1837. 

To  the  people  of  Boston: 

Fellow  citizens:  Elected  a member  of  the 
25th  congress  by  your  unsolicited  suffrages,  I at- 
tended the  late  extra  session;  and,  although  I took  no 
very  active  part  in  its  debates,  I was  far  from  being 
an  indifferent  or  careless  observer  of  its  proceed- 
ings. 

Returning  home  after  the  close  of  that  session,  I 
delivered,  as  you  all  know,  a speech  at  a public 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  at  which  I dwelt  at  length 
and  with  earnestness  on  certain  proofs  I had  seen, 
during  my  late  residence  at  Washington,  of  what  I 
regarded  as  a great  and  alarming  extent  of  execu- 
tive influence.  In  particular,  I made  a statement 
upon  this  subject,  respecting  the  proceedings  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  I had  been 
a member. 

In  making  that  statement,  I was  actuated  by  no 
feelings  of  personal  hostility  towards  any  member 
of  that  committee.  Nothing  had  transpired  to  cre- 
ate any  personal  unkindness,  and  I felt  none.  My 
attention  was  arrested  by  what  I thought  a violation 
of  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  our  gov- 
ernment rests.  I saw  in  the  interference  of  the  ex- 
ecutive with  the  business  of  that  committee,  what 
appeared  to  me  a dangerous  encroachment.  There 
is  no  more  necessary  guarantee  for  public  libeVty, 
than  the  entire  separation  and  independence  of  the 
different  departments  of  government.  The  union 
of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  a single  department,  is 
a despotism.  Nor  is  it  material,  whether  this  union 
be  sanctioned  by  law,  or  be  imperceptibly  brought 
about  by  usage  and  precedent.  If  it  in  fact  exists, 
the  result  is  the  same:  liberty  is  destroyed.  In  a 
government  like  ours,  the  great  danger  is,  that  while 
the  form  still  remains  fair  and  attractive,  the  spirit 
may  depart — that  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  de- 
cays the  life  :of  liberty  may  be  extinguished,  and 
nothing  be  left  but  the  dead  letter  of  disregarded 
rights.  Constant  watchfulness  and  care  against 
these  dangers  is  the  price  of  our  freedom. 

Entertaining  these  vipws,  I felt  myself  bound  to 
communicate  to  my  constituents,  certain  facts  res- 
pecting the  proceedings  in  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  which  to  me  were  alarming.  These 
facts  were  important  and  proper  to  be  made  known; 
and  I must  and  shall  at  all  times  declare  whatever 
truth  seems  to  me  to  affect  the  public  weal.  No 
fear  of  reproach  shall  keep  me  silent. 

The  speech  was  mine;  with  the  preparation  of  the 
printed  report,  I had  nothing  to  do.  I did  not  revise 
it.  I never  saw  a line  of  it  till  after  its  appearance 
in  print.  After  it  was  published  I read  it,  though 
without  giving  it  any  critical  examination.  Upon 
this  reading,  it  appeared  to  me  substantially  correct, 
and  accordingly  I did  not  hesitate  to  circulate 
copies  of  it.  Upon  a severe  scrutiny,  one  ortwo  in- 
accuracies in  it  have  since  been  pointed  out,  which 
I had  not  before  observed,  and  which  now  do  not 
appear  to  me  to  affect  at  all  the  material  points  of 
the  speech. 

During  the  second  week  of  the  present  session, 
six  members  of  the  late  committee  of  ways  and 
means  published  a communication  in  the  Washing- 
ton papers  of  the  12th  instant,  complaining  of  the 
part  of  my  speech  which  referred  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  that  committee.  It  was  judged  proper  by 
my  friends  that  I should  take  some  notice  of  this 
communication  in  the  house,  the  same  morningthat 
it  appeared.  Since  the  delivery  of  the  speech,  my 
attention  had  never  been  particularly  called  to  the 
subject,  till  this  communication  was  shewn  to  me. 
I had  no  time  to  give  the  paragraphs  quoted  in  it, 
from  the  printed  report  of  my  speech,  a very  accu- 
rate examination.  The  substance  of  the  statements 
which  I had  made,  was  very  strongly  impressed  up- 
on my  memory;  and  by  the  substance  of  those  state- 
ments I was  ready  to  abide.  But  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for,  and  it  seemed  to  me,  there  was  no  pro- 
priety in  my  undertaking  to  be  answerable  for  the 
exact  words  of  a report,  which  I had  not  written, 
had  not  revised,  had  not  seen  before  its  publication, 
and  to  which  my  attention  had  not  been  particularly 
called,  till  upwards  of  a month  after  the  speech  was 
delivered. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I esteemed  it  due  to 
myself,  and  duo  to  the  great  question  of  improper 


executive  influence,  which  was  the  only  substantial 
matter  at  issue  between  me  and  the  members  of  the 
committee,  to  disembarrass  myself  of  the  particular 
phraseology  of  a report,  which  1 had  not  made  nor 
revised,  and  to  re-state,  not  the  precise  words  which 
I did  use,  for,  at  such  a distance  of  time,  that  was 
utterly  out  of  my  power;  but  the  substance  and  the 
point  of  my  statements,  which  I was  ready  then  and 
at  all  times  to  maintain. 

Nothing  could  surprise  or  distress  me  more,  than 
to  find  that  this  disclaimer,  which  I thought  I had 
distinctly  limited  to  the  preparation  and  the  original 
publication  of  the  report,  should  have  been  under- 
stood by  many  as  extending  to  its  substance  and  its 
sentiment.  Had  I intended  any  such  disclaimer  as 
that,  the  strong  feelings  which  have  been  excited 
upon  the  occasion,  would  have  had  good  cause.  But 
such  a disclaimer  I certainly  never  intended,  and  if 
I understand  myself,  I certainly  never  made. 

In  the  observations  which  I submitted  to  the 
house,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  the  fol- 
lowing was  my  statement  of  what  I have  said  in  my 
speech,  touching  the  business  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  “I  had  stated,  in  reference  to  the 
mannerof  conducting  the  business  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  that  the  bills  reported  by 
that  committee  originated  with  the  executive,  came 
to  the  committee,  from  the  executive,  drawn  up  in 
form,  and  were  executive  measures.  I had  stated 
in  terms,  however,  that  in  calling  them  executive 
measures,  I had  not  reference  to  the  president  sim- 
ply, but  also  to  the  heads  of  departments.” 

Such  was  my  statement  in  the  house,  and  certainly 
I cannot  reasonably  be  understood  as  disclaiming, 
what  I at  the  same  time  distinctly  avowed,  and  what 
I then  maintained  was  admitted  in  their  article,  by 
the  majority  ofthe  committee  themselves. 

Now  compare  this  statement  of  what  I had  said 
in  my  speech,  with  the  printed  report,  as  quoted  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  see  if  the  alle- 
gations in  both,  are  not  essentially  and  substantial- 
ly the  same. 

The  first  paragraph  of  that  quotation  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

“During  the  session,  the  business  projects  upon 
which  the  house  were  called  to  act,  came  almost 
entirely  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
There  are  nine  members  of  that  committee,  only 
two  of  whom  are  understood  to  be  opposed  to  the 
general  policy  of  the  administration.  I suppose 
you  would  like  to  know  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  was  arranged  for  the  house.  I will  tell 
you  the  ways — the  means  you  will  all  see  in  due 
time.  You,  doubtless,  suppose  that  this  committee 
of  ways  and  means  has  some  duty  to  do — some 
ways  to  devise,  some  means  to  find  out,  some  plans 
to  originate  and  mature  for  the  action  ofthe  house. 
The  committee,  you  imagine,  look  over  the  mes- 
sage, see  what  is  recommended  to  be  done  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country,  consult  together  as  to  the 
best  measures,  and  lay  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions before  the  house.  Is  this  your  idea,  Mr. 
President?  Is  this  what  you  think,  fellow-citizens? 
If  it  is,  I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  you  labor 
under  a very  great  mistake.  I once  entertained  the 
same  ideas;  but  I soon  found  my  error.  No  such 
thing,  sir — no  such  thing.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  steps  up  to  the  white  house,  and  there  re- 
ceives from  the  president,  or  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, such  bills  as  they  wish  to  have  passed  by  the 
house.  The  chairman  puts  the  bills  into  his  pocket, 
takes  them,  to  the  committee;  without  any  examina- 
tion, the  majority  ofthe  committee  approve  them;  the 
minority  can  do  nothing.  The  bills  are  presented 
to  the  house,  and  received  as  the  doings  of  the 
committee.” 

Now  is  not  the  whole  substance  and  every  ma- 
terial allegation  in  the  above  paragraph,  embraced 
in  the  statement  that  the  bills  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, originated  with  the  executive,  came  to  the 
committee  from  the  executive,  drawn  up  inform,  and 
were  executive  measures ? 

No  one,  I think,  can  deny  it. 

The  second  paragraph  of  the  printed  report, 
quoted  in  the  article  ofthe  majority  ofthe  commit- 
tee, is  as  follows: — 

“7  aver  to  you  that  every  important  bill  passed  by 
the  house  came  to  the  house  ready  drawn,  from  the 
executive.  The  representatives  are  mere  machines. 
Every  measure  is  an  executive  measure.  1 mean 
by  the  executive,  the  president  and  heads  of  de- 
partments— the  cabinet.  They  originate  every  thing, 
put  every  thing  into  the  precise  shape  they  wish,  word, 
for  word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for  comma;  and 
the  executive  majority  in  the  house  pass  each  bill  forth- 
with, without  alteration- — and,  so  far  as  depends  upon 
them,  without  debate— just  asit  comes  from  their  mas- 
ters at  the  while  house.” 

I ask  again,  is  not  the  whole  substance,  and  every 
material  allegation  ofthe  above  paragraph,  so  laras 
the  committee  are  concerned,  embraced  in  the 


statement,  that  the  bills  reported  by  that  commit- 
tee, originated  with  the  executive,  came  to  the  com- 
mittee from  the  executive,  drawn  up  in  form,  and 
were  executive  measures? 

No  one,  I think,  can  deny  it. 

It  may,  however,  be  asked,  since  the  statement  I 
made  in  the  house  is,  in  substance,  the  same,  with 
the  statement  contained  in  the  printed  report,  why 
I did  not  allow  the  matter  to  rest  upon  the  printed 
report.  I have  already  mentioned  in  general  terms, 
that  the  statement  which  I made  in  the  house  origi- 
nated in  a wish  to  disembarrass  the  great  question 
at  issue  between  me  and  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  any  secondary  disputes  about  incidental 
matters,  growing  out  of  the  particular  phraseology 
ofthe  printed  report.  1 will  now  explain  this  more 
in  detail. 

In  the  first  paragraph  of  the  printed  speech  is  the 
following  clause, — “without  any  examination  the 
majority  ofthe  committee  approve  them,”  i.  e.  the 
bills  received  from  the  executive. 

I certainly  had  no  recollection  of  having  used  the 
phrase,  “without  any  examination.”  If  I used  a 
similar  expression,  I think  I must  have  said,  with- 
out any  proper  examination,  or  have  employed  some 
qualifying  epithet  of  the  sort.  However  that  may 
be,  considering  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
printed  report  was  published,  and  not  having  had 
any  hand  in  its  preparation,  I did  not  feel  myself 
bound,  without  any  recollection  of  having  used  that 
particular  expression,  to  assume  it  as  mine;  more 
particularly  as  the  majority  of  the  committee,  ad- 
mitting the  main  matter  of  the  speech,  sought  to 
make  the  controversy  turn  upon  the  literal  correct- 
ness of  that  expression. 

Again,  in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  printed 
report,  I am  made  to  say,  “that  the  executive  ma- 
jority in  the  house,  pass  each  bill  forthwith,  with- 
out alteration,  and  so  far  as  depends  upon  them, 
without  debate.”  This  expression  is  also  very 
much  dwelt  upon,  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, though  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  it  has  no  re- 
ference to  their  proceedings,  but  relates  wholly  to 
the  action  of  the  house. 

This  expression,  as  it  stands  in  the  printed  re- 
port, I am  very  certain  I never  could  have  used. 
I could  not  have  said  that  the  bills  passed  the  house 
without  alteration, — for  all  who  heard  me  must 
have  known  the  contrary.  I might  in  all  probabili- 
ty have  said,  “that  the  executive  majority  in  the 
house  pass  each  bill  forthw'ith,  so  far  as  depends 
upon  them,  without  alteration  and  without  debate.” 
This  I might  have  said, — but  in  this  case  as  in  the 
other,  feeling  no  responsibility  for  the  precise 
phraseology  ofthe  printed  report,  I did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  sustain  it  against  the  committee,  and 
thus  to  form  an  issue  so  far  certainly  as  related  iu 
their  proceedings,  wholly  immaterial. 

Let  us  now  compare  together  those  portions  of 
my  statement  in  the  house  and  of  the  printed  report, 
which  relate  to  the  resolution  respecting  a national 
bank.  In  my  statement  in  the  house,  I said, 
“What  1 did  say  at  the  meeting  was,  that  the  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  of  a bank  had  riot  been  read  in 
the  committee,  and  I made  a suggestion  as  to  the 
origin  ofthe  resolution  reported. 

The  printed  report  reads  as  follows: 

“A  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  house 
from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  declaring 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a national  bank. 
You  may  feel  some  interest  to  know  how  that  re- 
solution was  got  up:  I will  tell  you.  You  will  re- 

collect that  there  were  only  two  opposition  mem- 
bers on  the  committee.  The  majority  would  do 
nothing  for  the  people,  and  the  minority  could  do 
nothing,  except  to  report  the  doings  of  their  mas- 
ters in  the  committee  and  the  house  to  their  mas- 
ters, the  people;  and  this,  at  least,  I,  for  one,  am 
resolved  to  do.  Very  many  petitions,  from  almost 
all  the  states,  were  sent  into  congress  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a national  bank;  these  petitions,  as 
they  were  presented,  by  a mutual  understanding, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
and  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the  whole  should 
come  in,  when,  as  we  supposed,  they  were  to  be  taken 
up  and  considered.  So  the  matter  stood;  when,  on 
the  last  day  but  one,  on  which  that  committee  sat,  the 
chairman,  without  preface  or  explanation,  introduced 
the  above  resolution.  It  was  opposed  by  one  opposi- 
tion member,  the  other  being  absent;  and  the  chair- 
man was  asked,  what  had  become  of  the  petitions? — - 
They  yet  lay  upon  the  table,  but  the  majority  pass- 
ed the  resolution  without  opening  or  reading  one  of 
them.  The  resolution  was  sent  in,  and,  by  the 
help  of  the  previous  question,  was  forced  through 
the  house.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this 
resolution  came  down  from  the  executive,  in  the  pre- 
cise form  in  which  it  passed.  Here  was  a great  and 
most  manifest  outrage  on  the  liberties  of  the  citi- 
zens. At  least  they  have  the  right  to  petition,  if 
they  have  no  other;  and  yet,  in  a lime  of  the  great- 
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est  anxiety,  when  it  was  of  the  most  vital  import- 
ance that  the  views  of  the  people  should  be  com- 
municated to  their  representatives,  here  was  a 
successful  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  to 
cut  off  this  intercourse;  to  prevent  the  voice  of  the 
people  from  being  heard;  to  erect  a barrier  between 
the  people  and  their  constituents.” 

Let  any  one  examine  the  above  sentence  and  see 
if  it  contains  any  materia!  allegation,  except  that 
the  resolution  passed  the  committee  without  the  peti- 
tions being  read,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  resolution 
itself  came  from  the  executive. 

I think  every  body  who  has  favored  me  so  far  as 
to  read  the  foregoing  remarks,  must  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  in  what  I stated  in  the  house,  I in- 
tended to  sustain  and  that  I did  sustain  the  whole 
substance,  the  entire  spirit  of  the  printed  report. — 
It  is  clear  from  their  replies  that  the  members  of 
the  committee  must  so  have  understood  me.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  as  reported  in  the 
Globe,  says  in  his  reply,  that  “he  was  entirely  wil- 
ling to  submit  the  whole  matter  as  it  stood;  that 
the  member’s  speech  as  published  and  not  denied, 
the  statement  of  the  majority  and  the  explanations 
and  disavowals  now'  made,  should  all  go  forth,  and 
that  the  house  and  the  country  should  decide  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts.” 

Mr.  Atherton,  another  member  of  the  committee, 
according  to  the  report  of  his  remarks  in  the  Intel- 
ligencer, enquires,  “What  was  my  surprise  on  see- 
ing the  report  of  a speech  delivered  by  him,  (i.  e. 
Mr.  Fletcher)  and  with  which  Mr.  Atherton  under- 
stood him  to  acknowledge  himself  satisfied,  denounc- 
ing the  members  of  the  committee  in  the  severest 
terms?”  Any  one  who  will  read  the  report  of  Mr. 
Atherton’s  remarks,  will  see,  that  he  proceeded 
throughout  on  the  supposition  that  the  printed  re- 
port of  my  speech  w'as  maintained  by  me  to  be  sub- 
stantially correct. 

Mr.  Atherton  in  his  remarks  in  the  house  as  well 
as  the  article  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  ac- 
cused me  of  having  said  that  “the  bills  reported  by 
the  committee  were  reported  word  for  word,  letter 
for  letter,  comma  for  comma,  just  as  they  came 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.”  When  Mr. 
Atherton  made  this  assertion,  I exclaimed  “I  never 
said  so.”  Nor  did  I;  nor  does  the  printed  report 
say  any  such  thing.  It  merely  says  that  “the  pre- 
sident and  heads  of  departments,  originate  every 
thing,  put  every  thing  into  the  precise  shape  they 
W'ish,  word  for  word,  letter  for  letter,  comma  for 
comma.”  That  is,  they  draw  out  the  bills  in  detail 
to  suit  themselves. 

I am  sorry  to  learn  that  this  exclamation,  “I  ne- 
ver said  SO,”  has  boon  oonotruod  to  mean  that  I 

never  uacd  tliose  words  in  any  connexion— a denial 
W'hich  I had  no  intention  to  make.  My  denial  ex- 
tended only  to  the  unfounded  application  to  the 
committee  of  what  I had  asserted  only  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr.  Jones,  (called  in  the  Intelligencer,  Mr. 
Craig,)  the  only  other  person  who  responded  to 
my  remarks,  inquired  if  1 disavowed  the  extracts 
from  my  speech  contained  in  the  Globe?  To  which 
I replied,  “Yes;  the  report  of  my  speech  was  made 
without  authority  from  me.”  By  this  I intended, 
and  could  have  intended,  nothing  more  than  what  I 
have  already  said,  to  wit,  that  inasmuch  as  the  ex- 
tracts referred  to,  were  derived  from  a report  which 
I had  not  revised  nor  seen  till  it  was  printed,  I did 
not  choose  to  hold  myself  responsible,  for  the  par- 
ticular phraseology  of  those  extracts,  but  preferred 
to  place  the  matter  upon  the  statement  I had  made 
to  the  house.  And  it  is  sufficiently  clear  that  Mr. 
Jones  so  understood  me,  for  he  says,  as  reported  in 
the  Intelligencer,  “Yet  it  now  appears  that  while 
he  (i.  e.  the  member  from  Massachusetts)  was 
holding  out  to  his  colleagues  the  appearance  of 
those  feelings,  which  a gentleman  should  cherish 
towards  his  companions  on  a committee,  he  was 
even  hunting  up  materials  for  that  personal  charge 
on  their  reputation,  which  he  admits  he  made.”  The 
charge  which  I admitted  that  I made  I certainly 
could  not  at  the  same  time  have  disclaimed  having 
made. 

This  member  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  the 
others  who  replied  to  me,  indulged  in  a series  of 
remarks  of  a character  personally  affrontive.  Any 
reply  to  these  remarks  would  have  led  only  to  a 
mere  personal  altercation.  The  motives  and  feel- 
ings which  would  induce  me  to  disregard  language 
tending  merely  to  such  a result,  will  be  understood, 
and  can  be  appreciated,  by  those  to  whom  my  prin- 
ciples of  action  are  known.  Th®  view  I took  of 
it  was  confirmed  by  the  advice  of  a gentleman  upon 
whose  counsel  I might  well  place  entire  reliance. 

I hope  I have  succeeded  by  this  time  in  satisfy- 
ing all  who  have  given  me  thus  far  a hearing,  that 
I have  never  retracted,  and  never  had  the  least  in- 
tention of  retracting,  the  statements  which  I made 
in  Faneuil  Hall. 


The  question  still  remains,  are  those  statements 
true?  How  does  it  appear  that  the  bills  reported  by 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  originated  with  the 
executive;  came  to  the  committee  ready  drawn  from 
the  executive,  and  were  in  fact,  executive  measures ? 

All  this  distinctly  appears  from  the  admissions  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  in  the  article  signed 
by  them,  and  published  in  the  Washington  papers. 
That  article  says,  “The  chairman  of  the  committee 
did  consult  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  about  the 
bills  referred  to.”  “At  his  request  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  transmitted  to  him  drafts  of  most  of 
the  bills.” 

These  are  the  express  admissions  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  under  their  own  hands;  but  seve- 
ral things  are  alleged  by  way  of  excuse,  and  as  a 
means  of  escaping  from  the  force  of  these  admis- 
sions. 

It  is  said  in  the  first  place,  that  the  chairman  con- 
sulted the  secretary  of  the  treasury  with  the  know- 
ledge and  assent  of  the  committee.  I had  no 
knowledge  of  such  consultation  till  after  it  took 
place.  I never  assented  to  it.  If  any  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  committee  instructing  their 
chairman  to  consult  the  secretary  and  to  obtain 
drafts  of  the  bills  from  him,  it  might  be  well  to 
produce  it.  And  being  produced,  what  would  it 
prove?  Why,  that  committee,  instead  of  consult- 
ing together  and  deliberating  as  to  the  measures  to 
be  adopted,  commenced  operations  by  sending  their 
chairman  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  consult 
him  and  get  drafts  of  the  bills! 

But  again,  the  majority  of  the  committee  at- 
tempt to  justify  what  they  did  on  the  ground  of 
usage. 

As  to  that  matter  I said  nothing  at  any  time.  I 
am  informed  by  gentlemen  of  experience  in  the 
house,  upon  whose  statements  I place  full  reliance, 
that  no  such  usage  as  the  committee  set  up,  ever 
existed.  The  fact  of  any  such  usage  has  been 
strongly  denied  upon  the  floor  of  the  house  during 
the  present  session;  and  the  assertions  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  respecting  this  matter,  re- 
main, as  yet,  unsupported  by  any  additional  evi- 
dence. 

But  whether  this  origination  with  the  executive 
of  important  bills  of  general  interest,  and  this  ob- 
taining them  ready  drawn  from  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury,  be  an  old  practice  or  a new  one,  in  the 
view  I took  of  the  matter,  made  no  difference  at  all; 
or  rather  it  made  only  this  difference,  that  the  older 
the  practice  was,  the  more  alarming  it  was;  because 
the  older  it  was,  the  stronger  proof  it  furnished  that 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution  was  evaporating,  and 
that  all  power  tended  to  a concentration  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  allege  in  the 
third  place,  that  “they  duly  considered  the  measures 
recommended  in  the  treasury  report;  but  that  not 
one  of  the  bills  reported,  corresponded  in  form  with 
any  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
most  of  them  essentially  differed  in  principle  from 
the  suggestions  of  that  officer.” 

Touching  this  paragraph,  it  is  to  be  observed  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  committee  do  not  pretend 
to  have  held  any  deliberations  which  were  not  ex- 
pressly founded  upon  executive  suggestions.  The 
treasury  report,  and  the  bills  prepared  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  formed  by  their  own  con- 
fession, the  sole  subject  of  their  consultations. — 
They  claim  to  have  modified,  but  they  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  originated. 

In  the  second  place,  there  are  certain  undeniable 
facts,  which  will  enable  the  country  to  judge  what 
due  deliberation  the  committee  gave  to  the  measures 
they  undertook  to  consider;  and  how  extensive 
were  the  alterations  which  they  had  opportunity  or 
time  to  make  in  the  drafts  furnished  to  them  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

It  appears  by  the  journals  of  the  house,  that  the 
committee  was  appointed  on  Monday  the  11th  of 
September.  They  met  for  the  first  time,  the  next 
day;  and  that  same  day,  reported  to  the  house,  as 
the  journal  shows,  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth 
instalment  of  deposites  with  the  states.  On  Wed- 
nesday, they  reported  the  treasury  note  bill;  on 
Thursday,  the  bill  postponing  the  merchants’  bonds; 
and  on  Friday,  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  the  hill 
for  a settlement  with  the  late  deposite  banks.  All 
these  five  bills,  the  great  measures  of  the  session, 
and  the  only  great  measures  of  the  session,  bills  in- 
volving questions  of  revenue  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  millions  of  dollars — one  of  which 
proposed  to  refuse  the  performance  of  a pledge  so- 
lemnly made  to  the  several  states  of  the  union,  and 
by  them  solemnly  accepted;  another  saddling  the 
country  with  a new  national  debt  to  the  amount  of 
ten  millions;  and  a third  proposing  to  introduce  an 
entire  new7  system  for  keeping  the  public  moneys, 
and  designed  in  fact  to  revolutionize  the  currency 
of  the  country; — these  great  measures  were  duly 


deliberated,  the  principles  of  the  bills  settled,  and 
the  form  of  the  bills  determined  upon,  and  the  bills 
themselves  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  house,  all 
in  four  sittings  of  the  committee,  held  on  four  suc- 
cessive days,  and  which  could  not,  I think,  have 
exceeded,  on  the  average,  two  hours  each,  as  they 
were  all  held,  I believe,  in  the  mornings  previous 
to  the  meetings  of  the  house. 

A committee  of  nine  members,  in  which  any  real 
deliberation  takes  place,  is  not  a body  capable  of 
acting  with  much  rapidity.  From  the  above  state- 
ment, any  person  may  easily  calculate  how  much 
due  deliberation  the  committee  could  have  bestowed 
upon  the  matters  entrusted  to  it;  and  how  many 
could  have  been  the  alterations,  whether  in  princi- 
ple or  form,  which  could  have  been  discussed  and 
agreed  upon;  and  how  far  the  committee  must  have 
relied  upon  work  ready  prepared  to  its  hand.  And 
from  these  facts,  it  may  also  be  judged,  how7  much 
injustice  is  done  to  the  committee,  by  the  expres- 
sion in  the  printed  report,  that  they  approved  the 
bills  without  any  examination. 

In  the  discussion  in  the  house,  it  was  asked  whe- 
ther it  had  not  been  incumbent  upon  me  to  suggest 
any  fault  I had  to  find  with  the  proceeding  in  the 
committee,  at  the  time  the  impropriety  occurred. 

It  may  be  that  I was  in  fault  for  not  so  doing. 
If  so,  I do  not  wish  to  screen  myself  from  any  de- 
served censure. 

But  it  should  be  remembered  that  my  position 
was  wholly  new  and  strange  to  me.  I was  entire- 
ly inexperienced  in  the  forms  of  legislative  proceed- 
ings. 

For  a time  at  least,  it  seemed  reasonable  and  de- 
corous that  I should  be  a learner;  and  in  four  days 
the  principal  business  of  the  committee  was  accom- 
plished. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  no  remonstrance  from  me 
would  have  been  of  any  avail.  The  majority  of  the 
committee  hold  that  their  course  was  proper,  and 
justified  by  usage;  and  holding  these  views  the 
practice  will  of  course  be  continued. 

It  is  highly  proper  therefore  that  the  people 
should  know  the  facts,  that  they  may  judge  of  the 
fitness  and  safety  of  such  a practice. 

Let  us  now  consider  for  a moment  the  resolution 
concerning  a national  bank.  The  substance  of  my 
statement  respecting  that  matter  was,  that  the  reso- 
lution w7as  hastily  agreed  upon,  the  petitions  on  the 
subject  not  having  any  of  them  been  read;  and  that 
no  doubt  it  also  came  from  the  executive.  But  this 
last  was  matter  of  suggestion.  I did  not  state  it  as 
a fact  within  my  knowledge. 

I spoke  of  the  resolution  as  having  been  but  once 
before  the  committee.  The  majority  assert  that 
“the  question,”  not  the  resolution,  but  “the  ques- 
tion,” meaning,  I suppose,  the  question  of  a na- 
tional bank,  was  three  times  before  the  committee. 
It  is  very  true,  as  I mentioned  in  my  statement  to 
the  house,  that  touching  “the  question”  of  a national 
bank,  I myself  observed  at  an  early  session  of  the 
committee,  that  it  might  be  W'ell  to  let  the  matter 
rest  till  all  the  petitions  were  presented. 

Here  was  a mere  postponement  of  the  subject; 
as  yet  the  resolution  had  not  been  offered.  As  to 
the  second  time,  at  which  it  is  alleged  that  the 
question  was  before  the  committee,  I had  no  know- 
ledge of  it  whatever.  Since  the  publication  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  I have  ascertained  that 
the  resolution  in  question  was  brought  forward  for 
the  first  time,  when  I was  not  present,  and  that  it 
was  then  postponed. 

The  next  time  it  was  brought  forward,  I came  to 
the  committee  late,  and  the  proceedings  took  place 
of  which  I gave  a relation  in  my  speech. 

The  essential  point,  that  the  petitions  were  not 
read,  is  expressly  admitted  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  This  fact  stands  out  without  contra- 
diction. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  fell  into  error 
when  they  assert  that  the  resolution  was  drawn  up 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  my  presence. 
For  as  I have  before  stated,  I have  ascertained  that 
when  it  was  first  brought  forward,  I was  not  pre- 
sent. 

I did  not  undertake  to  state,  as  matter  within  my 
knowledge,  where  the  resolution  in;  fact  originated. 
I only  expressed  my  belief,  1 only  made  a sugges- 
tion as  to  its  origin;  and  that  suggestion  may  well 
be  true,  notwithstanding  the  resolution  was  written 
down  in  the  committee  room;  for  as  it  consisted  of 
only  nine  w'ords,  it  might  easily  have  been  brought 
from  the  executive  without  having  been  put  upon 
paper. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  correcting  at  once  the 
unfortunate  misapprehensions  respecting  this  affair, 
into  which  I unexpectedly  find  that  so  many  per- 
sons have  fallen,  prevents  me  from  going  so  fully 
into  the  subject  at  the  present  time  as  I could  have 
desired.  I trust,  however,  with  all  who  know  me, 
and  I cannot  but  hope  that  with  all  candid  minds. 
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vvliat  I have  now  said  will  prove  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory upon  the  two  great  points- — 

First — That  the  statements  I made  in  Faneuil 
Hall  I never  retracted,  nor  thought  of  retracting. 

Secondly — That  those  statements  were  true. 

The  propriety,  under  the  circumstances,  ol  my 
withdrawing  from  the  committee  oi  ways  and  means, 
and  of  other  parts  of  my  conduct,  I must  submit  to 
your  candid  consideration  and  judgment.  The 
communication  I made  to  you  has  drawn  upon  me 
great  personal  hostility  and  reproach.  But  what- 
ever may  be  the  result  to  myself,  I shall  have  the 
consciousness  that  I have  done  nothing  more  in  this 
particular  than  to  discharge  a duty  to  the  commu- 
nity. I cannot  conclude  without  expressing  a hope, 
that  all  those  public  prints  which  have  published 
the  other  articles  in  relation  to  this  subject,  will 
also  in  justice  to  me,  give  an  insertion  to  the  pre- 
sent address.  IlICHARD  FLETCHER. 


SPEECH  OF  WILLIAM  COST  JONHSON, 
OF  MARYLAND, 

On  the  sub-treasury  bill,  entitled  a bill  imposing  additional 
duties,  as  depositaries,  in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers, 
delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  October  12, 
1837. 

( Concluded .) 

The  people  were  promised  the  same  national  and  in- 
dividual blessings  which  a notorious  reformer  in  Eng- 
land once  promised  his  followers  and  believers.  He 
said: 

“There  shall  be,  in  England,  seven  half-penny  loaves 
sold  for  a penny;  the  three-hooped  pot  shall  have  ten 
hoops;  and  I will  make  it  felony  to  drink  small  beer:  all 
the  realm  shall  be  in  common.” 

“Away,  burn  all  the  records  of  the  realm.” 

The  last  part  of  this  promise  is  the  first  which  has 
been  kept.  The  constitution  enjoins  upon  each  house 
of  congress  to  keep  a journal  of  records.  The  senate 
have  expunged  their  record.  I would  to  heaven,  for 
the  honor  and  fame  of  the  nation,  that,  after  expunging, 
they  had  burnt  the  record,  so  that  the  infamy  of  the  act 
might  have  been  consumed  with  the  record! 

Sir,  you  have  falsified  all  your  predictions  and  your 
promises  to  the  people,  and  still  you  have  the  temerity 
to  ask  them  to  go  with  you  in  another  crude  and  untri- 
ed experiment,  which  shows  upon  its  face  a delusive 
hope  and  a ruinous  consequence.  Sir,  you  claim  to  be 
the  poor  man’s  only  friend,  and  you  have  brought  the 
poor  man  to  poverty  and  to  ruin. 

You  are  consulting  your  own  ambitious  aggrandize- 
ment at  the  expense  of  the  misery  and  suffering  of  the 
people.  Wirh  consciousness  of  error,  you  still  persist 
in  wrong.  You  first  induced  the  people  to  wage  with 
you  a war  upon  the  United  States  bank,  and  promised 
them  better  things  and  more  prosperous  times;  you  have 
not  realized  the  hopes  you  awakened.  You  now  tell 
the  people  to  wage  a war  against  all  banks — and  the 
very  pets  upon  which  you  relied  as  your  instruments  to 
efiect  a better  currency.  Yes,  sir,  you  have  done  all 
this;  and  now,  by  your  executive’s  recommendation, 
you  wish  to  create  a universal  bankrupt  law.  The 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  judiciary 
has,  creditably  to  himself,  and — I return  him  my  ac- 
knowledgments— to  the  committee,  informed  you  that 
he  is  not  prepared  at  this  time  and  at  this  session  to 
obey  the  executive  will  in  that  request.  Yet  the  senate’s 
committee  have  reported  a bill  to  annihilate  the  banks 
of  this  District — a step,  I suppose,  preparatory  to  a gene- 
ral bankrupt  law. 

[Here  Mr.  Johnson  was  informed  by  a voice  from 
behind  him  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
senate  [Mr.  Grundy]  had  asked  leave  that  morning  in 
the  senate  to  be  relieved  from  the  consideration  of  the 
executive  request,  to  establish  a general  bankrupt  law 
against  the  banks.] 

Mr.  J.  said,  I return  my  thanks  to  the  voice  which  I 
hear,  and  to  the  honorable  member  from  whom  it  pro- 
ceeded, for  the  information  which  he  has  given  me;  I 
was  not  apprized  of  it  before.  I regard  it  as  an  omen 
of  better  things;  I congratulate  this  house,  I congratu- 
late the  country,  upon  the  fact,  that,  as  pliant  as  the 
senate  have  been,  they  have  not  been  so  recldess  of  the 
public  interest  as  to  go  with  the  executive  in  all  its  mad 
and  violent  projects.  I have  now,  for  almost  the  first 
time  some  hope  that  there  is  a redeeming  spirit  in  this 
house,  to  check  and  oppose  some  of  the  crude  and  ruin- 
ous measures  of  the  executive;  and  I feel  animated  with 
fresh  and  enlivening  sentiments.  But,  sir,  to  resume 
the  entangled  thread  of  my  discourse. 

You  found  it  popular  with  the  public  taste  to  go 
against  the  United  Stales  bank.  But,  remember,  when 
you  got  the  people  to  go  with  you,  you  promised  a bet- 
ter currency,  and  a better  system  of  exchanges;  you  pro- 
mised them  gold  for  bank  notes,  and  prosperity  in  their 
business  for  what  you  called  bank  oppression.  The 
scheme  took  well  on  the  start,  but  failed  in  those  results; 
and  now,  because  you  deceived  the  people  once,  you 
would  fain  believe  that  you  can  make  them  think  that 
it  is  now  the  state  banks — your  pets — that  have  caused 
all  this  misery  and  suffering.  You  are  really,  now,  at- 
tempting a bold  experiment  on  human  credulity.  Sir, 
you  seem  to  revel  instead  of  sympatliizing  in  the  dis- 
tresses of  human  beings:  you  first  deceive,  and  hope  to 
make  atonement  by  misleading.  You  think,  because 
you  got  popular  feeling  against  the  United  States  bank, 
you  can  now  direct  it  against  state  banks,  against  all 
banks.  If  that  fails,  then  to  direct  it  against  all  rich 
men,  and  adopt  the  levelling,  the  agrarian  system. 


Sir,  when  1 read,  in  my  early  youth,  Rochefoucault’s  i 
maxims,  one  (although  he  seemed  to  “understand  the 
human  heart  as  though  he  had  made  it”)  I marked 
with  my  pencil  at  the  time,  as  wrong  and  impossible — 
the  maxim  where  he  says  “that  there  is  something  in 
tire  distresses  of  our  friends  which  does  not  displease 
us.”  Although  1 read  Dean  Swift’s  approval  of  it,  who 
was  well  read  in  the  secret  impulses  of  human  action, 
still  I doubted.  He  describes  it  better  in  verse — 

“As  Itochefoucault  his  maxims  drew 
From  nature,  I believe  them  true; 

This  maxim,  more  than  all  the  rest, 

Too  base  ’tis  thought  for  human  breast — 

That,  in  the  distresses  of  our  friends, 

We  first  consult  our  private  ends ; 

And  nature,  kindly  bent  to  ease  us, 

Points  out  some  circumstance  to  please  us.” 

Sir,  I begin  to  doubt,  and  am  almost  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that,  in  the  unsophisticated  thoughts  of  less  ex- 
perienced life,  I was  wrong — when  I nave  seen  and 
witnessed  the  great  excitement  which  was  brought  to 
bear  in  the  public  mind  against  the  late  Bank  of  the  U. 
Slates,  how  completely  politicians  succeeded  in  elevat- 
ing themselves,  by  destroying  that  institution;  although, 
in  its  destruction,  their  friends,  as  well  as  their  oppo- 
nents, were  whelmed  in  the  same  common  distress  and 
ruin.  Whether  some  of  these  same  politicians  have 
not  looked  on  the  general  ruin  and  misery  with  com- 
placency, and  at  least  consoled  themselves  that,  as  the 
first  experiment  acted  politically  (if  not  financially)  well, 
they  could  now  turn  the  indignation  of  the  people  front 
themselves  against  the  state  banks;  and  if  that  should 
result  as  the  first  experiment  has  terminated,  and  the 
people  should  still  suffer  distress,  that  they  would  say  to 
them,  to  complete  the  glorious  reform  in  our  currency 
and  money  atl'airs,  the  people  must  go  one  step  further, 
and  it  will  be  but  one  step,  and  direct  their  indignation 
against  every  rich  man:  and  that  there  is  no  freedom 
where  there  is  not  an  equal  distribution  of  property; 
that,  to  be  free,  we  must  have  the  agrarian  loco  foco 
feeling  to  triumph;  that — 

“All  the  realm  shall  be  in  common.” 

Sir,  every  feeling  of  my  nature  startles  at  such  a mon- 
strous doctrine.  The  doctrine  is  avowed  by  few,  but  many 
are  acting  in  the  way  to  cause  such  a result.  It  will  fail, 
I predict.  I know  it  will  fail.  There  is  too  much  honor 
and  integrity  in  the  composition  of  the  American  charac- 
ter ever  to  allow  such  a doctrine  to  prevail.  _ There  is  too 
much  honesty  and  worth  with  the  unaspiring  portion 
of  our  farmers  and  mechanics  to  suffer  such  sentiments 
to  obtain  a place  in  any  honest  bosom.  I believe  that 
one  half  of  those  politicians  who  talk  so  much  about 
the  poor,  are  their  worst  enemies;  I judge  so,  because 
their  measures  are  not  calculated  to  aid,  but  to  oppress, 
the  indigent.  Professions  of  patriotism  have  become 
trite  ana  stale.  I judge,  and  would  urge  the  whole  na- 
tion to  judge,  of  public  men,  not  by  their  professions, 
but  hy  tlieir  acts;  it  is  the  safest  test.  The  pinching  dis- 
tresses ol  the  people  will  force  them  to  adopt  it.  You 
have  touched  the  most  sensitive  nerve  in  the  American 
system.  You  have  touched  the  pocket  ncr>-o,  <»r,J  it 
communicates  directly  to  the  thinking  faculties  of  the 
mind.  “Of  all  rebellions,”  said  Lord  Bacon,  “those  of 
the  belly  are  the  worst.” 

The  attempt  to  draw  a distinction  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  which  is  so  often  hinted  at  in  the  message, 
is  delusive,  because  it  is  false.  The  president  alludes 
to  the  people  and  to  the  poor  to  gain  their  favor,  but  re- 
commends nothing  to  relieve  their  embarrassments.  If 
he  turns  his  eye  at  all  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  it  is 
a mere  sidelong  look  that  falls  upon  them 

“As  cold  as  the  moonbeam  on  the  barren  heath.” 

He  will  not  carry  their  produce  to  market,  or  think 
about  their  exchanges.  The  emperor  of  China  ploughs 
a furrow  every  year,  in  respect  to  agriculture.  The 
president  might  have  written  one  line  in  his  message  in 
favor  of  that  interest.  And  yet  politicians  talk  about  the 
poor — the  laboring  men — the  very  men  who  have  suf- 
fered the  most  by  their  pretended  friendship. 

We  hear  the  terms  of  “the  poor”  and  “the  aristocrats” 
used  in  every  public  place  and  in  every  pubhc  docu- 
ment. These  epithets  are  unjust  when  applied  to  the 
people.  We  have  no  such  distinctive  classes;  and  those 
politicians,  who  denounce  the  honest  man  who  has 
made  a competent  fortune  by  honest  industry  and  fru- 
gality as  an  aristocrat,  are  themselves  the  worst  sort  of 
aristocrats. 

As  general  Foy,  in  the  French  chamber  of  deputies, 
was  enlarging  with  much  earnestness  in  a discussion 
in  the  chamber,  and  had  just  used  the  word  aristocracy, 
a voice  from  one  of  the  ministers  asked  him  to  define  it. 
“ Aristocracy ,’  ’lie  replied  at  once,  and  quickly — “aristoc- 
racy, in  the  nineteenth  century,  is  the  league,  the  coali- 
tion, of  those  who  wish  to  consume  without  producing, 
live  without  working,  occupy  all  public  places  without  be- 
ing competent  to  fill  them,  seize  upon  all  honors  without 
meriting  them:  that  is  aristocracy. 

This  I regard  as  a true  and  practical  definition  of  the 
word.  It  is  as  just  as  it  was  happy.  There  is  no  such 
class  in  this  country  as  the  poor,  if  you  will  exclude  the 
tenants  of  the  alms-houses.  Every  man  in  this  country, 
who  works  at  daily  labor,  gains  wealth  enough  to  se- 
cure him  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  many  of  its  luxu- 
ries; is  well  fed  and  well  clothed;  and  has,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  spare  money  and  feels  properly  as  proud 
and  as  independent  as  any  man  in  the  nation.  He 
knows  that,  whilst  he  is  one  of  the  people,  he  is  part  of 
the  government;  that  his  voice  is  felt  and  obe}’ed  as 
much  as  if  he  had  millions.  He  knows  that,  whilst  he 
has  to  labor  hard,  the  laws  will  protect  him  in  his  rights, 

, and  in  the  possession  of  the  rewards  of  his  industry. 


The  laws  of  our  country,  of  every  state  in  the  union, 
prevent  a large  accumulation  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
the  few.  The  accumulation  of  one  generation  is  divid- 
ed with  the  descendants  in  the  next.  All  that  is  want- 
ed to  acquire  wealth  is  stability  in  wise  laws  to  regulate 
the  currency.  Repeated  fluctuations  and  changes, 
such  as  our  rulers  have  produced,  cause  want  of  confi- 
dence, and  finally  distress.  Confidence  causes  credit; 
and  a system  of  credit,  when  controlled  within  cautious 
limits,  adds  to  individual  enterprise,  which  augments 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Credit  is  the  poor  man’s  capi- 
tal; and  by  it,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  the  nation  is 
benefitted;  for  every  individual  is  more  anxious  to  pre- 
serve the  rectitude  of  his  integrity  and  honesty,  when  he 
knows  that  by  doing  so,  it  may  advance  his  wealth  and 
prosperity.  The  rich  man  of  last  year  is  the  poor  man  this; 
and  the  poor  man  this,  is  the  rich  man  next  year;  so  the 
changes  go  round  the  circle,  from  year  to  year,  from 
generation  to  generation.  From  some  knowledge  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  I do  not  hesitate  to  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that,  of  the  many  who  possess  great 
wealth,  a large  number  of  them  have  started  from  hum- 
ble means,  and  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own 
fortunes,  than  those  who  have  derived  it  from  patrimo- 
nial inheritance. 

By  the  laws  of  descent  of  the  states,  it  is  impossible 
that  any  family  or  class  of  individuals  ever  can  accu- 
mulate so  much  wealth  as  to  be  enabled  to  oppress  any 
portion  of  the  people.  Public  functionaries  that  arc 
wise  should  be  cautious  in  awakening  prejudices  against 
any  class  in  the  community,  when  the  interests  of  all 
are  so  naturally  dependant  upon  each  other,  and  are 
knit  together  like  the  woof  of  the  spider’s  web,  so  that 
whatever  touches  or  deranges  a part  must  be  felt  at  the 
most  remote  and  attenuated  extremities.  They  should 
hold  out,  by  establishing  a safe  and  convertible  curren- 
cy and  wise  regulations  of  law,  inducements  and  facili- 
ties to  the  needy  industrious  to  accumulate  property; 
and  in  this  way  to  give  a stimulus  to  industry;  for  it  is 
not  in  the  amount  of  specie  which  may  be  in  a nation 
that  you  alone  are  to  judge  of  its  prosperity  and  its 
wealth — a better  criterion  is  its  productive  industry.  A 
man  who  acquires  property  accumulates  wealth;  and 
when  he  has  done  this,  he  can  soon  convert  it  into  mo- 
ney. The  man  who  has  but  a hundred  dollars,  will 
find  that  at  six  per  cent,  it  would  support  him  with  the 
necessaries  of  life  for  a month;  but,  if  he  were  to  expend 
it  in  government  lands  at  a dollar  and  a quarter  an  acre, 
and  apply  his  labor  upon  those  lands,  the  production 
would  not  only  support  him  and  his  family,  but  the  sur- 
plus of  his  productions  would  enable  him  annually  to 
increase  his  wealth.  But  he  must  have  either  the  capi- 
tal in  money,  or  the  capital  gained  by  his  credit;  for  if 
there  is  neither  capital  nor  credit  in  the  country,  to  al- 
low him  to  establish  himself,  he  must  be  for  ever  poor 
and  miserable.  Then  I maintain  that,  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  poor,  you  must  supply  them  with  the 
facilities  of  acquiring  either  capital  or  credit,  or  rather 
of  both.  And  this  brings  me  to  an  important  part  of 
our  inquiries  and  our  duties:  Whether  a nation  can 
prosper  without  a sound  and  abundant  convertible  cir- 
culating medium?  whether  gold  and  silver  alone  will  be 
sufficient  to  promote^  that  prosperity?  and  whether  the 
poor  would  be  benefitted  by  the  destruction  of  all  bank- 
ing- institutions?  Not  having  had  time  to  arrange  a re- 
gular and  sytematized  argument,  I will  offer  a few  con- 
siderations in  relation  to  these  several  propositions,  with- 
out speaking  of  each  separately,  and  care  but  little  in 
what  order  I may  take  them  up,  and  I may  speak  of 
each  in  conjunction.  No  member  on  this  floor  has  said 
that  there  is  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  this 
country  in  gold  and  silver.  The  easiest  way  of  arguing 
this  question  is  by  the  Yankee  inode  of  asking  a ques- 
tion. That  question  is,  how  will  the  people  be  enabled  to 
pay  off  all  their  debts,  which  amount  to  many  thousand 
millions,  with  only  eighty  millions  of  specie,  if  you  force 
by  your  policy,  bank  paper  from  circulation?  For  the 
constitution  lauthorizes  every  creditor  to  exact  specie, 
(if  he  is  unfeeling  enough  to  do  so,)  as  your  law  autho- 
rizes the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exact  specie,  when 
the  banks  cease  to  redeem  their  paper. 

We  can  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  debts  which 
are  owed  by  the  people,  from  the  president’s  message. 
He  says:  “At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the 
banking  capital  of  the  United  States,  including  that  of 
the  national  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circu- 
lation to  about  ninety-five  millions;  and  the  loans  and  dis- 
counts of  the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  mil- 
lions. Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have 
been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more 
than  two  hundred  and  forty-one  millions;  their  paper  cir- 
culation to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions; 
and  the  loans  and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred 
and  forty-seven  millions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be 
added  the  many  millions  of  credit,  Sfc.  Then,  according 
to  the  president’s  own  showing,  thepeopde  owe  the  banks 
nearly  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  say  nothin" 
of  the  immense  amount  of  which  is  owing  between  mere 
chant  and  dealer,  between  farmer  and  mechanic;  and 
I should  not  be  exorbitant,  if  I were  to  say  it  amounts  to 
at  least  ten  times  that  sum.  Then,  suppose  you  would 
carry  out  your  hard  money  experiment:  what  would  it 
lead  to?  The  government  exacts  its  dues  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  requires  the  deposite  banks  and  the  people  r ) 
lay  it  in  gold  and  silver;  the  banks  which  have  made 
oans,  as  all  have,  call  on  the  importing  merchants  to  pay 
them  in  gold  and  silver;  the  importing  merchant  calls  on 
the  retailing  merchant  to  pay  him  in  gold  and  silver; 
the  interior  merchant  calls  on  the  farmer,  and  the  farmer 
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calls  on  the  mechanic.  Cannot  all  see  the  impossibility 
of  paying  more  than  ten.  hundred  millions  of  debts  with 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver?  There  is  not  gold 
enough  in  the  world  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  people  of 
this  nation.  But  suppose,  pur-blindly,  you  press  on 
with  your  schemes:  1 ask  any  member  on  this  floor, 
it  any  oi  his  constituents  were  to  owe  a debt,  say  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  be  possessed  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it  would  not  require 
the  whole  property  he  possessed,  if  it  were  to  become  a 
general  policy  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  to  sell  for  one 
thousand  dollars.  So  far  from  this  policy  having  the 
tendency  to  benefit  the  poor,  it  will,  in  its  results,  if  it  be 
not  arrested,  make  the  rich  poor;  and  the  poor  man,  who 
is  forced  to  pay  all  his  debts  in  gold  and  silver,  will  find 
himself  beggared,  if  not  incarcerated  in  the  jail  of  his 
county.  That  is  the  paradise  of  suffering  and  misery, 
which  such  a measure  will  lead  him  to;  and  if  he  follows 
such  counsellors  as  we  have  had  for  the  last  three  years, 
he  should  prepare  his  mind  and  body  to  endure  penury 
and  suffering.  “It  is  in  those  countries,”  says  an  able 
writer,  “only,  where  labor  is  well  rewarded,  and  where 
the  mass  of  the  people  are  placed  in  a situation  to  accu- 
mulate wealth,  that  they  acquire  a stake  in  the  hedge,  and 
are,  in  consequence,  made  to  feel  a direct  personal  in- 
terest in  the  support  of  all  those  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples essential  to  the  existence  of  society,  which  they 
otherwise  regard  either  with  indifference  or  aversion, 
and  which' the  slightest  provocation  is  sufficient  to  in- 
duce them  to  attack.” 

But  these  statesmen,  who  ride  in  their  English  car- 
riages with  white  servants  in  livery,  who  all  feed  upon 
the  public  crib,  say  that  the  people  are  too  voluptuous, 
they  have  too  many  luxuries,  that  they  are  too  extrava- 
gant, and  that  their  rulers  are  determined  to  bring  them 
down  to  primeval  simplicity;  that  they  must  be  brought 
down  to  the  economy  of  the  pastoral  ages,  and  republi- 
can simplicity,  which  we  read  of  in  books  of  olden 
times;  to  the  hard-money  days  of  Lycurgus,  when  a man 
was  regarded  as  a patriot,  if  he  not  only  would  covet, 
but  if  he  would  steal  his  neighbor’s  property,  without 
being  detected  in  the  theft — when  their  bread  was  made 
of  acorns,  and  the  skins  of  wild  beasts  furnished  them 
with  raiment.  Or  sue  we  to  be  brought  down  to  later 
days,  the  days  w'hen  cocoa  seeds  were  received  in  part 
of  South  America  for  a currency?  That  had  more 
plausibility  about  it,  for  the  holder  of  that  currency  could 
convert  it  into  an  article  of  food,  which  was  no  small 
improvement  upon  Lycurgus’s  system. 

Example  has  no  more  effect  than  precept;  and  he 
who  wishes  to  reform  society  must  first  reform  himself; 
and  if  the  president  and  his  secretary  would  start  the 
fashion,  they  might  advise  with  better  hope  of  success. 
Let  the  president  dress  himself  in  sackcloth,  and  his  se- 
cretary in  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  or  borrow  a dress 
from  Keokuck  or  Black  Hawk,  who  are  now  in  the  city, 
and  start  out  as  missionaries  to  proselyte  the  people,  and 
they  will  soon  find  how  many  converts  they  will  make. 
The  first  district  which  they  would  enter  would  be  the 
district  which  I have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor. 
Let  them  approach  some  settlement  of  industrious 
Friends,  or  German  farmers — the  former  they  would 
first  reach  in  about  ten  miles  from  this  place.  The  presi- 
dent would  enlarge  upon  the  advantages  of  his  new  sys- 
tem, and  finally  hand  the  listening  crowd  over  to  his  faith- 
ful squire,  who  would  show,  by  statistics,  what  would 
be  saved  to  the  nation,  if  no  luxuries  were  imported  from 
abroad,  and  how  much  less  their  merchants’  and  tai- 
lors’ bills  would  be  if  they  adopted  his  attire— to  banish 
broadcloth  coats  and  merino  shawls.  We  can  well 
conjecture,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  vyomen,  if  they  said 
nothing,  would  look  inexpressible  things.  And  I can 
imagine  some  such  man  as  Roger  Brook,  a resident  ol 
Montgomery,  who  is  a man  of  reading  and  a wit,  reply- 
ing to  the  president,  and  saying  that  his  costume  and 
the  secretary’s  were  unique  and  peculiar;  that  he  be- 
longed to  a society  that  but  seldom  changed  good  habits; 
that  he  liked  to  read  of  such  attire  in  the  Bible,  but  could 
not  say  that  he  was  at  that  moment  prepared  to  adopt  it. 
Although  they  are  remarkable  for  treating  both  invited 
and  stranger  guests  with  great  hospitality,  he  would 
play  off  Van  Burenism  upon  Van  himself;  and  say  to 
him,  as  a delinquent  debtor  once  said  to  a dunning  cre- 
ditor, friend,  call  next  week,  and  then  I will  tell 

you  when  you  can  call  again. 

But  we  have  had  some  of  these  currencies  in  our  own 
country,  or  something  very  much  like  them.  In  the  de- 
mocratic simplicity  of  the  trappers  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains at  this  time,  they  use  pelt  instead  of  bank  notes, 
and  pay  their  debts  in  the  skins  of  beavers,  otter,  or  rac- 
koons.  Before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  until 
1804,  deer  skins  were  a legal  tender,  by  the  laws  of  all 
Upper  Louisiana, atfortycents  apound.  Our  forefathers, 
in  their  republican  simplicity,  made  fish  oil,  cotton,  and 
tobacco,  a legal  tender;  and  you  cannot  now  open  an 
old  statute  book,  of  either  Virginia  or  Maryland,  that  has 
not  tobacco  so  often  written  in  it,  that  it  really  smells  of 
the  indigenous  weed.  In  Maryland,  by  the  law  of  1732, 
tobacco  was  made  a legal  tender  at  a penny  a pound, 
and  Indian  corn  at  twenty  pence  a bushel.  Whilst  in 
Virginia,  in  1618,  tobacco  was  made  a legal  tender  at 
3s.  per  pound;  and,  in  1620,  the  “young”  and  beautiful 
“women  who  were  shipped  by  the  Virginia  company 
in  England  to  that  colony  to  be  married  to  the  residents, 
the  price  on  each  was  a hundred  pounds  of  tobacco, 
though,  when  the  article  was  scarce,  as  much  as  a hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  was  paid.” 

This  kind  of  currency  is  very  elegantly  described  in 
the  sixteenth  number  of  Salmagundi,  where  it  represents 
that  “the  lady  of  a southern  planter  will  lay  out  the 


whole  annual  produce  of  a rice  plantation  in  silver  and 
in  gold  muslins,  lace  veils,  and  new  liveries;  carry  a hogs- 
head of  tobacco  on  her  head,  and  trail  a bale  of  sea  island 
cotton  at  her  heels;  while  a lady  of  Boston  or  Salem 
will  wrap  herself  up  in  the  nett  proceeds  of  a cargo  of 
whale  oil,  and  tie  on  her  hat  with  a quintal  of  codfish!” 

I do  not  believe  that  any  of  my  constituents  wish  to  go 
back  to  the  tobacco  experiment  of  their  ancestors;  many 
of  them  raise  most  excellent  tobacco,  and  some  like  to 
exhilarate  their  senses  with  it;  but  none,  I believe,  are 
anxious  to  have  their  dues  paid  in  it;  they  would  prefer 
the  miserable  currency  which  you  have  now  afflicted 
them  with.  I know  by  how  frail  a tenure  I hold  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee;  but  as  it  has  favored  me  with 
its  attention,  I am  emboldened  to  proceed  a little  further, 
and  will. attempt  to  illustrate  the  positions  loosely  thrown 
out  in  my  remarks — the  necessity  of  the  government  to 
establish,  by  wise  regulations,  a currency  for  the  people; 
and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  the  advance  of  this  na- 
tion in  its  usual  and  rapid  strides  to  wealth,  to  greatness, 
and  to  power,  without  an  abundant  and  good  currency. 

I will  not  go  into  a discussion  of  metaphysics  and  ab- 
stractions, as  one  half  of  the  political  economists  do,  who 
write  long  and  labored  books,  to  find  out  whether  gold 
and  silver  is  properly  money  or  not;  whether  it  is  a mer- 
chantable commodity,  and  ought  to  be  sold  as  any  other 
production  of  labor;  whether  bank  paper  is  a good  and  safe 
representative  of  value,  or  whether  it  may  be  worn  out 
and  more  quickly  consumed  than  the  precious  metals. — 

I will  leave  these  discussions  to  those  who  have  a taste 
for  them.  I am  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  act  upon  circumstances 
around  me;  to  look  at  the  past,  and  try  to  da  the  best  I 
can  for  the  future.  Close  refinements  may  suit  the  pur- 
pose of  the  learned  lawyer,  and  abstract  metaphysics 
may  suit  the  man  of’recondite  lore;  but  practical  utility, 

I think,  will  best  suit  an  American  legislator. 

I will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  or  two 
from  a little  volume  I hold  in  my  hand.  It  is  about  half 
the  size  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
contains,  in  my  poor  judgment,  more  sound  maxims  of 
usefulness  to  the  laboring  class  than  all  the  messages  and 
reports,  and  speeches  too,  which  have  been  written  by 
the  presidents  and  secretaries,  and  their  friends,  for  the 
last  four  years.  I am  sorry  to  discover  that  it  is  not  to 
be  found  in  any  of  the  libraries  in  this  capitol;  and  whilst 
I am  malting  a miscellaneous  speech,  I will  use  this  oc- 
casion to  say  that  I am  sorry  for  the  American  taste, 
that  they  buy  up  every  large  volume  of  romance  that  is 
published,  whilst  pamphlets  of  solid  information  are 
neglected.  In  England  it  is  different;  nothing  is  quick- 
er bought  and  read  there  than  political  essays  and  statis- 
tical tracts.  We  have  not  a taste  for  statistics,  and  nothing 
is  more  important  for  a public  man.  The  volume  which 
I will  read  from  is  one  that  was  sent  to  me  by  a travel- 
led friend  from  Edinburgh.  It  was  written  by  J.  R. 
McCullough,  and  is  entitled  “An  Essay  on  the  circum- 
stances which  determine  the  rate  of  wages,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  laboring  classes.”  The  first  section  is  head- 
ed. “rate  of  wages  In  any  given  country  at  any  particu- 
lar period,  determined  on  the  magnitude  of  the  fund  or 
capital  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  wages,  compared 
with  the  number  of  laborers.”  He  says,  “the  capital  of 
a country  consists  of  all  that  portion  of  produce  of  indus- 
try existing  in  it  which  can  be  made  directly  available, 
either  to  the  support  of  human  existence,  or  to  the  facili- 
tating of  production.  But  the  portion  of  capital  to  which 
it  is  now  necessary  to  advert  consists  of  the  food,  clothes, 
and  other  articles  required  for  the  use  and  consumption 
of  the  laborer.  This  portion  forms  the  fund  out  of  which 
their  wages  must  be  wholly  paid.  We  shall  err  if  we 
suppose  that  the  capital  of  a country  depends  on  advan- 
tageousness of  situation,  richness  of  soil,  or  extent  of 
territory.  These,  undoubtedly,  are  circumstances  of 
very  great  importance,  and  must  have  a powerful  influ- 
ence in  determining  the  rate  at  which  a people  advance 
in  the  career  of  wealth  and  civilization.  But  it  is  obvi- 
ously not  on  these  circumstances,  but  on  the  actual 
amount  of  the  accumulated  produce  of  previous  labor,  or 
of  capital  devoted  to  the  payment  of  wages,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a country,  at  any  given  period,  that  its  power  of 
supporting  and  employing  laborers  must  entirely  depend. 
A lertile  soil  affords  the  means  of  rapidly  increasing 
capital;  but  that  is  not  all.  Before  that  soil  can  be  cul- 
tivated, capital  must  be  provided  for  the  support  of  the 
laborers  employed  upon  it,  just  as  it  must  be  by  provid- 
ing for  the  support  of  those  engaged  in  manufactures,  or 
in  any  other  department  of  industry. 

“It  is  a necessary  consequence  to  this  principle,  that  the 
amount  of  subsistence  falling  to  each  laborer,  or  the  rate 
of  wages,  must  depend  on  the.  proportion  which  the 
whole  capital  bears  to  the  whole  amount  ol  the  laboring 
population.  If  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  with- 
out a corresponding  increase  taking  place  in  the  popu- 
lation, a larger  share  of  such  capital  will  fall  to  each  in- 
dividual, or  the  rate  of  wages  will  be  increased.  And 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  population  is  increased  faster  than 
capital,  a less  share  will  be  appropriated  to  each  indivi- 
dual, or  the  rate  of  wages  will  be  reduced.” 

“So  long  as  capital  and  population  continue  to  march 
abreast,  or  to  increase  or  diminish  in  the  same  proportion, 
so  long  will  the  rate  of  wages,  and  consequently  the  con- 
dition of  the  laborers,  continue  unaffected;  and  it  is  only 
when  the  proportion  of  capita!  to  population  varies, 
when  it  is  either  increased  or  diminished,  that  the  rate 
of  wages  sustains  a corresponding  advance  or  diminu- 
tion. The  well-being  and  comfort  of  the  laboring  classes 
are,  therefore,  essentially  dependant  on  the  relation 
which  their  increase  bears  to  the  increase  of  the  capital 
that  is  to  feed  and  employ  them.  If  they  increase  faster 
than  capital,  their  wages  will  be  reduced;  and  if  they  in- 


crease slower,  they  will  be  augmented.  In  fact,  there 
are  no  means  whatever  by  which  the  command  of  the  labor- 
ing class  over  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life  can 
be  enlarged,  other  than  by  accelerating  the  increase  of  capi- 
tal as  compared  with  population,  or  by  retarding  the  in- 
crease of  population  as  compared  with  capital;  and  every 
scheme  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  laborer,  which 
is  not  bottomed  on  this  principle,  or  which  has  not  an  in- 
crease of  the  ratio  of  capital  to  population  for  its  object, 
must  be  completely  nugatory  and.  ineffectual .” 

Such  are  the  views,  not  of  a man  who  wishes  to  be 
returned  to  congress  upon  some  popular  prejudice,  who 
aspires  to  a secretaryship,  or  a foreign  mission,  or  to  the 
presidency,  but  one  who  writes  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind, and  is  willing  to  meet  jhis  reward  in  the  approba- 
tion of  a benefitted  and  grateful  posterity.  If  I may  ven- 
ture to  illustrate  his  views,  in  this  country  we  have  now 
some  eight  or  ten  hundred  millions  of  circulating  me- 
dium, which  is  received,  and  gladly  received,  by  all  who 
have  debts  to  collect,  as  money.  If  you  adopt  the  ad- 
vice offered,  and  destroy  our  banking  institutions,  you 
reduce  the  circulating  medium  to  the  amount  of  the 
specie  in  the  nation,  which  has  been  computed  at  eighty 
millions;  but  I do  not  believe  that  it  is  much  more  than 
half  that  amount.  Then  you  will  have  a currency  or 
circulating  medium  which,  if  you  were  to  divide  it 
among  the  people,  would  give  each  individual  some 
three  or  four  dollars.  The  effect  would  be,  that  those 
who  work  for  a dollar  a day  now,  would  have  their 
wages  reduced  to  some  ten  or  twelve  cents  per  day;  for 
instead  of  increasing  the  capital  with  the  increase  of  the 
population,  you  reduce  the  capital  to  about  five  per  cent, 
of  what  it  is  now,  whilst  the  population  of  the  country 
increases  about  five  per  cent,  every  year.  Or  you  would 
have  to  raise  the  value  of  money  more  than  a thousand 
per  cent.,  and  say  that  a dime  shall  in  future  pass  for  a 
dollar — an  eagle  for  a hundred  dollars.  I will  read  ano- 
ther extract  from  his  second  chapter,  exhibiting  the 
“comparative  increase  of  capital  and  population.”  “It 
is  not  possible  to  obtain,”  he  says,  “any  precisely  accu- 
rate estimate  of  the  absolute  quantity  of  capital  in  a coun- 
try at  different  periods;  but  the  capacity  of  that  capital 
to  feed  and  employ  laborers,  and  the  rate  of  its  increase, 
may,  notwithstanding,  be  learned  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy for  our  purpose,  by  referring  to  the  progress  of  po- 
pulation. It  is  clear,  from  the  statements  already  made, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  a country,  supposng  them  to  have 
the  same,  or  about  the  same,  command  of  the  necessa- 
ries and  conveniences  of  life,  cannot  increase  without  a 
corresponding  increase  of  capital.  Whenever,  therefore, 
we  find  the  people  of  a country  increasing  without  any, 
or  with  but  very  little,  variation  taking  place  in  their 
condition,  we  may  conclude  that  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try is  increasing  in  the  same,  or  very  near  the  same  pro- 
portion. Now,  it  has  been  established  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, that  the  population  of  several  of  the  states  of  North 
America  has,  after  making  due  allowance  for  immi- 
grants, continued  to  double,  for  a century  past,  in  so 
short  a period  as  twenty,  or  at  most  twenty-five  years; 
and  as  the  quantity  of  necessaries  and  conveniences 
falling  to  the  share  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States 
has  not  been  materially  increased  or  diminished  during 
the  last  century,  this  increase  of  population  is  a proof 
that  the  capital  of  the  country  has  advanced  in  a cor- 
responding ratio.  But  in  all  old  settled  countries,  the 
increase  of  capital,  and  consequently  of  population,  is 
much  slower.  The  population  of  Scotland,  for  example, 
is  supposed  to  have  amounted  to  1,050,000  in  1700;  and 
as  it  amounted  to  2,135,000  in  1820,  it  would  follow,  on 
the  principle  already  stated,  that  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try had  required  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
to  double.  In  like  manner,  the  population  of  England 
and  Wales  amounted  to  6,064,000  in  1740,  and  to 
12,256,000  in  1821,  showing  that  the  population,  and, 
therefore,  the  capital,  of  that  country  applicable  to  the 
support  of  man,  or  the  supply  of  food,  clothes,  and  other 
articles  necessary  for  the  support  of  human  life,  had 
doubled  in  about  eighty  years.” 

“The  effects  which  the  different  rates  at  which  capi- 
tal and  population  advance  in  different  countries  have 
on  the  condition  of  their  inhabitants,  may  be  exemplified 
in  a very  striking  manner  by  comparing  the  rate  of  in- 
crease and  the  actual  state  of  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  the  rate  of  increase  and  the  actual  state  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  It  is  certainly  true  that  there  has  been 
a considerable  increase  in  the  capital  of  Ireland  during 
the  last  hundred  years;  though  no  one  in  the  least  ac- 
quainted with  the  progress  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
empire  has  ever  supposed  that  this  increase  has  borne 
the  proportion  either  of  a third,  or  even  a fourth,  to  the 
increase  of  capital  in  England  and  Scotland  during  the 
same  period.  But  the  increase  of  population  in  Ireland, 
as  compared  with  its  increase  in  Britain,  has  been  wide- 
ly different  from  the  increase  in  the  capital  of  the  two 
countries,  or  in  their  means  of  employing  people,  sup- 
porting them  in  a state  of  comfort  and  respectability. 
According  to  the  tables  given  in  the  parliamentary  re- 
ports, the  population  of  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  1720, 
to  6,955,000,  and  in  1821  it  amounted  to  14,391,000,  hav- 
ing a little  more  than  doubled  in  the  course  ol  the  cen- 
tury; while,  from  the  same  reports,  it  appears  that  the 
population  of  Ireland,  whose  capital  had  increased  in  so 
inferior  a proportion  to  that  of  Britain,  amounted  to  very 
little  more  than  two  millions  in  1731,  and  to  very  near 
seven  millions  in  1821;  having  nearly  quadrupled  in  less 
time  than  the  population  of  Britain  took  to  double!"  He 
further  savs:  “all  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  commons,  on  '■the  employment  of 
the  poor  of  Ireland ,’  in  1823,  concur  in  representing  their 
numbers  as  excessive,  and  their  condition  as  wretched 
in  the  extreme.  Their  cabins,  which  are  of  the  most  mis- 
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erable  description,  are  utterly  unprovided  with  any  thing 
that  can  be  called  furniture.  In  many  families  there 
are  no  such  tilings  as  bed  clothes.  The  children,  in  ex- 
tensive districts  of  Munster  and  the  other  provinces, 
have  not  a single  rag  to  cover  their  nakedness;  and, 
whenever  the  potato  crop  becomes  even  in  a slight  de- 
gree deficient,  the  scourge  of  famine  and  disease  is  felt 
in  every  corner  of  the  country.  The  right  honorable 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  M.  P.,  mentions  that  ‘he  had  known 
tlie  peasantry  of  Kerry  quit  their  houses  in  search  of 
employment,  offering  to  work  for  the  meanest  subsist- 
ence that  could  be  obtained,  for  two  pence  a day;  in 
short,  for  any  thing  that  would  purchase  food  enough 
to  keep  them  alive  for  the  ensuing  twenty-four  hours.’  ” 

I will  read  but  one  line  more,  and  then  lay  down 
this  useful  volume.  He  says,  “ that  while  the  average 
market  price  of  a day’s  labor  in  England  may  be 
taken  at  from  20 d.  to  2s.,  it  cannot  be  taken  at  more  than 
5 d.  in  Ireland.” 

These  undoubted  historical  facts  are  so  conclusive  to 
my  mind,  that  I will  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  what 
seems  so  convincing  to  the  reflecting  understanding, 
further  than  to  say  that  they  first  convince  us  that  you 
are  not  to  judge  of  the  prosperity  of  a nation  by  its  rapid 
increase  of  population;  but  if  capital  does  not  advance 
side  by  side  with  population,  misery  and  poverty  will  be 
the  inevitable  consequence,  and  that  the  poor  will  be 
the  first  and  most  numerous  sufferers;  that  capital  ad- 
vanced in  England  with  its  population,  and  wealth  and 
comfort  followed  in  its  train;  population  rapidly  increas- 
ed in  Ireland,  whilst  capital  lagged  behind,  and  misery 
and  wretchedness  now  scourge  that  people.  Then 
carry  out  the  president’s  views,  and  those  of  his  secre- 
tary: after  first  destroying  the  United  States  bank,  then 
destroying  the  state  banks,  by  your  bankrupt  scheme; 
destroy  capital;  destroy  credit,  which  the  president 
says  has  been  carried  too  far,  and  should  be  checked. 
Do  all  this,  and  the  poor  man  sees  his  fate  read  in  the 
history  of  Ireland.  Their  distresses  are  great  beyond 
description;  their  means  of  support  the  most  scanty; 
and  the  Irishman  said  truly,  as  he  said  wittily,  that 
the  first  mouthful  of  bread  he  ever  ate  was  a potato; 
es,  sir,  the  potato  is  his  meat  and  his  bread,  and  often 
e is  without  it.  Carry  out  your  system,  and  the 
cheapest  food,  which  is  the  potato,  will  be  that  which 
the  poor  of  this  country  will  be  forced  to  live  upon. 
They  will  not  be  able  to  buy  a barrel  of  flour  or  a bar- 
rel of  pork. 

Bank  credit,  individual  corffdence,  and  the  credit 
system,  have  been  the  chief  currency  of  our  nation  for 
fifty  years.  Never  has  any  nation  prospered  as  this 
nation  has  in  so  short  a period.  But  now  the  president 
tells  us  and  the  people,  that  the  government  must  cut 
loose  from  the  community;  that  they  have  been  trading 
on  borrowed  capital;  and.  have  carried  the  credit  sys- 
tem ioo  far.  Such  language  would  be  ungenerous 
from  that  source,  if  in  all  respects  true.  Who  did  most 
to  adopt  measures  which  brought  about  these  results? 
You  destroyed  the  United  States  bank,  and  at  least 
tacitly  invited  the  states  to  fill  the  vacuum  of  that  insti- 
tution by  making  banks  of  their  own.  You  told  these 
s'ate  banks  to  discount  liberally.  The  people,  believ- 
ing that  all  was  true  which  you  told  them,  increased 
their  business:  the  farmer  bought  more  land,  the  me- 
chanic employed  more  journeymen.  Each  went  in 
debt,  believing  if  your  promises  of  a better  currency 
would  be  realized,  that  he  could  not  only  meet  his  lia- 
bilities, but  enlarge  his  means.  Your  promises  were 
not  realized;  and  now  he  meets  with  executive  denun- 
ciation for  trusting  to  that  very  executive.  Is  not  this 
ungenerous?  Is  it  not  cruel?  It  is  a very  refinement 
in  cruelty,  which  a fallen  angel  might  envy. 

The  president,  in  his  message,  has  written,  as  I have 
spoken,  about  a great  many  things;  among  others,  he 
tells  us  that  England  has  overtraded,  and  all  Europe 
felt  embarrassments  as  we  feel  them. 

It  is  often  true,  (and  the  president’s  message  proves 
it,)  as  Lord  Brougham  has  well  said,  that  philosophers 
have  been  led  into  an  error,  not  uncommon  in  many  of 
the  departments  of  science,  and  in  none  more  frequent 
than  in  politics — the  mistake  of  the  occasion  for  the 
cause,  and  of  a collateral  effect  for  a principle  of  causa- 
tion. Sir,  it  is  true  that  there  have  been,  and  are,  em- 
barrassments in  the  moneyed  arrangements  of  Europe; 
but  did  it  originate  there?  No,  sir.  I have  an  interest- 
ing pamphlet  before  me,  written  very  recently,  and 
translated  from  the  French,  which  I cannot  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  committee  to  read  extracts  front. 
But  it  shows,  by  the  most  conclusive  demonstration, 
that  the  first  cause  of  our  distresses  was  the  warfare 
upon  the  bank  and  the  currency  by  general  Jackson  in 
this  country;  and  that  so  clearly  allied  is  the  whole 
commercial  world  with  this  nation,  that  embarrass- 
ments in  this  country  are  felt,  and  will  be,  in  a greater 
or  less  degree,  by  every  power  of  Europe  with  whom 
we  trade.  Civilization  and  commerce  have  made  the 
human  family,  so  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  as  one  peo- 
ple, and  you  cannot  derange  the  interest  of  one  without 
affecting  the  business  of  all. 

This  connexion  and  this  dependance  have  been  the 
result  of  the  credit  system,  which  has  been  so  much  de- 
nounced, and  which  has  been  enlarged  upon  in  the 
executive  message.  I have  listened  to  speeches  on  this 
floor,  in  which  whole  pages  of  the  gouge  plan  have 
boon  ndoDted:  yes.  sir.  the  whole  nmi  hank  plan.  The 
little  states  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have  been  al- 
luded to,  to  show  that  by  individual  banks  the  interest 
of  the  people  and  the  nation  could  be  promoted.  Sir, 
statesmen  and  political  economists  run  into  error  in  re- 
ceiving the  theories  of  abstract  writers.  Practical 
"udgment  knows  how  to  receive  or  to  eschew  maxims 


of  writers  which  apply  to  a particular  nation  in  a par- 
ticular condition.  The  provinces  of  Germany  are  small; 
the  line  of  business  is  defined.  Our  nation  is  as  yet 
new,  and  immensely  expansive.  What  may  be  wise 
in  a little  state  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  may  not  be 
wise  in  a large  state  in  an  immense  hemisphere. 

But  I deny  that  any  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have 
gained  their  wealth  or  their  prosperity  by  the  simple 
gold  money  system,  by  excluding  the  whole  founda- 
tions of  the  credit  system.  And,  in  support  of  this 
opinion  I will  read  one  sentence  from  the  first  volume 
of  Lord  Brougham’s  admirable  work  on  the  colonial 
policy  of  European  nations:  “ credit  has  contributed  to 
the  astonishing  increase  of  the  Dutch  settlements,  so 
much  wanted  in  all  other  colonies.”  To  sustain  this 
opinion,  I will  read  an  extract  from  Thornton  on  paper 
credit,  showing  that  paper  credit  has  been  a great 
cause  of  the  prosperity  of  Holland.  He  says  “the 
extent  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Holland  is  deserv- 
ing of  notice.  Besides  the  great  circulation  of  bank 
notes  and  receipts,  government  paper  and  bills  of  ex- 
change, (which  latter  are  without  doubt  a part  of  the 
circulating  paper  of  every  trading  country,  although 
they  circulate  more  slowly  than  the  other  parts,)  the 
system  of  colonial  credit  must  have_  always  thrown  into 
the  market  a very  large  portion  of  circulating  paper.” 
Then,  sir,  when  it  is’ thus  shown  that  the  Germanic 
states  and  Holland  owe  their  prosperity  to  the  paper 
system  and  to  credit,  they  will  no  longer  be  quoted 
against  both. 

If  there  is  one  man  on  earth  who  knows  when  to 
use  the  credit  system,  it  is  a German,  whether  he  is  in 
Europe  or  America;  because  he  is  a close  calculator  of 
number  one.  If  he  finds,  after  making  his  estimates, 
that  he  can  easily  repay,  he  will  then  borrow  money  at 
six  per  cent.,  when  he  has  convinced  his  mind  that  he 
wi'l  make  eight,  or  ten,  or  twelve,  upon  its  judicious 
use.  They  do  not  want  the  executive,  or  any  one  else, 
to  tell  them  how  to  make  their  estimates;  they  are  the 
safest  calculators  in  the  world. 

Some  gentlemen  here,  from  the  south,  have  advocated 
this  measure  and  the  views  of  the  executive — to  destroy 
the  banking  system  of  our  country,  to  disconnect  go- 
vernment from  the  banks,  and  to  restrain  the  credit 
policy  of  the  nation.  I have,  it  is  true,  travelled  much 
through  the  south,  the  west,  and  the  north.  I have 
read  ranch  of  all,  and  reflected  anxiously  on  their  sepa- 
rate and  blended  interests;  still  I do  not  feel  sufficient 
confidence  in  myself  to  dissent  too  rashly  from  some  of 
the  opinions  which  I have  heard  of  members,  who  take, 
with  an  air  of  confidence,  the  interests  of  their  respec- 
tive regions  of  the  country  under  their  own  protection. 
T cannot,  however,  restrain  the  expression  of  my  doubts 
that  the  interest  of  the  south  will  be  promoted  by  these 
measures.  I honestly  believe  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  union  where  capital  is  in  such  demand,  and  credit 
so  much  required,  as  in  the  south — the  cotton-growing 
regions.  It  may  be  true  that,  in  some  of  the  old 
southern  states — in  South  Carolina,  for  instance,  where 
capital  is  somewhat  fixed  and  established — those  who 
receive  large  patrimonial  possessions,  with  hands  upon 
them  to  work  them,  and  money  to  carry  them  on,  may 
do  w'ell  in  any  vicissitude  of  our  policy,  but  less  advan- 
tageously upon  the  new  than  the  old  system.  But  even 
that  favored  portion  of  the  population  of  the  states  of 
the  south  is  comparatively  but  a small  portion.  The 
great  mass  of  the  cotton-growers  are  men  who  have 
moderate  means,  and  are  forced  to  extend  their  credit. 
They  may  have  a few  thousand  dollars  and  a few  ne- 
groes. After  they  shall  have  purchased  a plantation, 
they  will  find  their  funds  are  exhausted,  and  that  they 
must  resort  to  credit  to  get  their  establishment  into 
profitable  operation;  and  this  is  more  especially  the 
case  of  the  southwestern  states.  An  editor  in  Missis- 
sippi some  time  ago  said  that  that  state  did  not  owe  less 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  negroes;  in  other  words, 
for  laboring  capital.  Now  require  that  state  to  pay  ten 
millions  in  specie,  and  you  would  have  to  sell  at  least  one 
fourth  of  the  state  to  make  the  amount;  and  that  is  the 
most  extensive  cotton-growing  state  in  the  southern 
country. 

Sir,  I maintain  that  this  very  productive  labor,  as  it 
has  been  called — the  slave  labor  of  the  south — is  strict- 
ly and  truly  more  of  capital  than  labor.  I could  quote 
lord  Brougham,  and  the  reasoning  of  senator  Tracy, 
to  sustain  the  opinion,  but  I will  not  read  from  either; 
for  I have  not  time  to  discuss  it  before  this  almost  ex- 
hausted committee;  nor  is  it.  important  for  my  present 
purpose.  But,  to  come  to  the  middle,  the  grain-grow- 
ing and  agricultural  states;  how  few  of  the  number  of 
their  inhabitants  have  been  left  farms,  and  utensils,  and 
money,  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  whole  of  the  parapher- 
nalia of  farming  operations?  Nine  out  of  ten  have  to 
purchase  farms,  and  to  gain  credit  for  their  personal  pro- 
perty, in  order  to  carry  them  on  with  prosperity.  “A 
farm,”  says  senator  Tracv.  “is  a real  manufactory:”  “a 
field  is  a real  utensil,  or,  if  you  please,  a store  of  first 
materials;”  to  set  it  into  profitable  motion,  you  must 
have  capital,  or  credit  to  gain  capital,  in  order  to  make 
it  useful  or  profitable. 

But  if  we  were,  as  it  is  our  duty,  to  turn  our  eyes  and 
inquiry  farther  north,  where  manufactures  and  farming 
go  hand  in  hand  together:  a manufacturer  builds  his 
factory,  but  finds  that  his  ability  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  purchase  all  of  the  raw  material  to  be  worked  up 
into  useful  and  profitable  fabrics.  He  must  either  gain 
•credit,  or  at  once  dismiss  his  hands,  and  abandon  his 
useful  enterprise;  these  hands  must  work  in  some 
other  and  new  employment,  for  a quarter  of  a dollar  a 
day,  instead  of  gaining  a dollar,  if  the  head  of  the  fac- 
tory could  have  obtained  credit.  Thus,  your  system 


will  prostrate  the  man  of  some  capital,  and  throw  out 
of  employment  the  man  who  has  but  a useful  trade. 

But  how  can  you  carry  on  commerce  between  man 
and  man  without  a sound  convertible  currency,  with- 
out immense  loss  to  both  the  consumer  and  producer? 
Tracy  has  truly  said  that  “commerce  and  society  are 
one  and  the  same  thing;”  he  has  said  in  another  place, 
“commerce  is  the  whole  of  society,  as  labor  is  the 
whole  of  riches.”  The  internal  commerce  among  the 
states  and  the  people  of  the  states  is  vastly  greater  than 
its  foreign  commerce,  and  requires  some  circulating 
medium  to  represent  value.  There  is  not  gold  and  sil- 
ver enough  for  this  purpose:  then  you  are  forced  to 
have  either  a convertible  or  inconvertible  paper  curren- 
cy, or  make  the  productions  of  labor  a currency.  You 
had  a convertible  paper  currency,  the  best  in  the  world, 
and  the  nation  was  happy  and  prosperous.  You 
taught  the  people  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  to  aid 
you  in  destroying  it;  and  they  are  now  afflicted  with 
an  inconvertible  depreciating  currency.  To  restore 
the  former  prosperity,  you  must  restore  the  former  cur- 
rency. 

You  tell  the  people  to  banish  from  use  small  notes; 
and  your  measures  force  the  people  to  countenance 
their  existence.  We  had  a good  currency  in  Maryland 
a few  years  ago.  That  state  prohibited  the  circulation 
of  notes  under  five  dollars,  and  I believe  but  one  bank 
under  their  charters  could  issue  notes  of  a less  denomi- 
nation. Public  necessity  has  been  made  paramount 
to  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the  state,  and  every  corpo- 
ration, and  almost  every  individual  in  business,  feels 
himself  authorized  to  become  a banker,  and  to  fill  the 
state  with  notes  of  the  fractional  parts  of  a dollar.  This 
was  the  case  in  all  the  states,  as  now,  when  the  first 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  destroyed.  I have  in 
my  possession  a relic  of  those  days — a note  of  the  de- 
nomination of  “ten  cents,”  which  a friend  sent  me 
from  Virginia,  on  the  “Farmers,  Mechanics,  and 
Merchants’  bank”  of  “Charlestown,  Jefferson  county, 
Virginia;”  issued  “November  2d,  1815,”  and  signed 
“Win.  Brown,  cashier.”  I have  another  precious  relic 
of  past  days,  when  there  was  no  United  States  bank. 
It  is  printed  on  coarse,  stiff  paper,  and  designates  “No. 
27,418”  for  “fifteen  shillings,”  “according  to  an  act  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty  George  the 
Third,  dated  the  first  day  of  October,  1773,  signed 
Thos.  Leech,  William  Griffin,  James  Stephens;”  and 
on  the  back  of  the  note  is  written,  “To  counterfeit,  is 
death.”  I am  as  much  opposed  to  the  circulation  of 
small  notes,  and  as  much  in  favor  of  a sound  and  abun- 
dant specie  basis,  and  specie  circulation,  as  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor.  Hence  it  is  that  I am  in  favor  of 
such  measures  as  will  effect  that  desirable  result — mea- 
sures that  have  been  tried;  not  the  chimerical  schemes 
of  fanciful  politicians. 

From  the  genius  and  character  of  our  people,  spread 
as  they  are  from  the  east  many  thousand  miles  west, 
filling  all  the  intermediate  country,  of  every  variety  of 
production,  from  almost  the  polar  region  of  the  north 
to  the  land  of  the  sugar  cane  and  perennial  verdure,  it 
is  impossible  to  carry  on  free  interchange  and  trade, 
without  immense  loss  to  the  people,  without  a better 
currency  than  we  have  at  this  time.  I have  no  doubt 
if  a United  States  bank  were  established,  with  a capi- 
tal of  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  to  issue  no  notes 
of  a less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  its  notes  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  government  dues,  and  the  notes 
of  all  banks  that  shall  resume  specie  .payments  within 
a given  period;  that,  after  a limited  period,  neither  the 
government  nor  the  bank  should  receive  notes  of  any 
bank  that  issued  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  and,  after 
a farther  period,  of  ten — you  would  gradually  have 
withdrawn  all  the  small  notes;  confidence  would  be  re- 
stored, and  the  people  would  once  more  see  and  han- 
dle specie.  The  operation  would  be  gradual,  and 
create  no  alarm,  or  embarrassment,  or  derangement  in 
business.  Whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  state 
banks,  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  conform 
to  these  regulations;  for  the  reeeivability  of  their  notes 
by  the  government  and  the  bank  would  induce  them 
to  call  in  all  their  small  notes;  for  those  banks  could 
not  prosper  whose  notes  would  be  continually  return- 
ing upon  them  as  soon  as  thrown  into  circulation,  as 
the  notes  of  every  bank  would  that  were  not  received 
by  the  government  and  the  bank  and  its  branches. 

At  any  rate,  this  is  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind, 
after  anxious  research  and  reflection,  has  attained.  Bv 
such  a course,  we  would  enable  the  people. gradually  to 
extricate  themselves  from  their  difficulties,  and  the  na- 
tion, now  and  in  future  time,  would  be  benefited. 

But  we  have  been  told,  by  a distinguished  member 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson),  that  we  are  not  legis- 
lating for  posterity,  but  for  ourselves;  and  that  posterity 
will  legislate  for  itself.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I have 
beard  of  the  remark  being  made  in  a legislative  assem- 
bly, though  not  by  Thomas  Jefferson.  But  there  is  au- 
thority, and  very  high  authorit}',  for  it— the  authority  of 
sir  Hugh  Boyle  Iloch.  Barrington,  in  his  Personal 
Sketches,  mentions  that  a debate  arose  in  the  Irish 
house  of  commons,  on  the  vote  of  a grant  which  was 
recommended  by  sir  John  Parnell,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  as  one  not  likely  to  he  felt  burdensome  for 
many  years  to  come.  It.  was  observed,  in  reply,  that 
the  house  had  no  just  right,  to  load  posterity  with  a 
weighty  debt,  for  what  could  in  no  degree  operate  to 
their  advantage.  Sir  Hugh,  eager  to  defend  the  measures 
of  government,  immediately  rose,  and,  in  a few  words, 
put  forward  the  most  unanswerable  argument  which 
human  ingenuity  could  possibly  devise.  “What!  Mr. 
Speaker,”  said  he,  “and  so  we  are  to  beggar  ourselves  lor 
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fear  of  vexing  posterity!  Now,  I would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  and  this  still  more  honorable  house, 
why  we  should  put  ourselves  out  of  the  way  to  do  any 
thing  for  posterity — for  what  has  posterity  done  for  us?” 
Sir  Hugh  perceiving,  upon  taking  his  seat,  that  there 
were  many  smiling,  and  not  being  conscious  that  he 
had  said  any  thing  out  of  the  way,  concluded  that  the 
house  had  mistaken  him.  He  therefore  rose  and  beg- 

fed  leave  to  explain,  as  he  apprehended  that  gentlemen 
ad  entirely  mistaken  his  words.  He  assured  the 
house  “that  by  posterity  he  did  not  all  mean  our  ances- 
tors, but  those  who  were  to  come  immediately  after 
them.” 

Such  reasoning  may  have  effect  on  some  minds,  but 
it  can  have  none  on  mine.  That  an  American  congress 
shall  not  shape  their  measures  to  benefit  posterity,  is  a 
sentiment  I can  never  subscribe  to.  There  is  an  in- 
stinct in  all  animated  nature,  to  protect  its  offspring. 
The  most  timid  animal  that  is  not  endowed  with  rea- 
son will  peril  its  existence  to  protect  its  young.  What 
huntsman  has  not  seen  the  skittish  pheasant  change  its 
nature,  at  times,  at  his  sudden  approach,  and,  crying 
warning  to  its  affrighted  brood,  flutter  before  his  foot- 
steps, with  its  rich  plumage  expanded,  as  if  to  challenge 
his  deadly  aim!  And  what  generous  huntsman  has 
not  paused,  in  harmless  admiration,  till  the  fond  mother 
could  make  an  adroit  retreat  to  its  secure  brood!  Is  it 
possible  for  the  day  ever  to  arrive  when  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives will  have  become  so  metamorphosed  as  to 
forget  all  instinct,  of  nature,  all  duty  of  reason,  as  to  look 
singly  at  the  selfish  interest  of  themselves,  without  con- 
sulbng  their  duty  to  posterity?  No,  sir,  it  is  not  possible: 
the  laws  of  human  nature  will  never  be  so  changed. 

I cannot  but  allude  to  a remark  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens.)  He  expa- 
tiated, as  the  message  has,  upon  the  banking  system 
of  this  country  and  England,  and  said  that  England 
had  over-traded  and  over-banked. 

I could  but  picture  in  my  mind  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  in  the  British  house  of  com- 
mons, addressing  that  body  with  the  same  earnest  and 
impassioned  strain  to  change  its  policy,  to  destroy  its 
bank,  and  to  narrow  down  its  credit  system  to  the  stan- 
dard of  his  judgment.  I could  fancy  to  my  mind  the 
whole  house  giving  him  profound  attention,  and  ad- 
miring his  eloquence,  if  they  doubted  the  wisdom  of  his 
views;  and  that,  after  he  had  concluded,  some  veteran 
statesman  would  approach  him  in  terms  of  friendly  gra- 
tulation,  and  privately  admonish  him,  before  he  made 
another  speech  on  those  subjects,  that  he  should  lock 
himself  up  in  an  abundant  library,  and  neither  give  nor 
receive  a visit  until  he  had  thoroughly  read  the  entire 
history  of  England  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  her  pros- 
perity; that  then  he  hoped  he  would  be  willing  to  make 
a speech  on  the  other  side,  for  he  would  find  ample 
reasons  for  that  change;  he  would  find  it  was  that  policy 
which  quickened  into  usefulness  the  hidden  coal  and 
embedded  ore;  it  was  that  system  wliich  taxed  the 
watercourses  to  lessen  the  taxes  of  the  people,  which 
had  before  flowed  on  unobstructed  from  the  mountain 
side  to  the  ocean;  it  was  that  system  which  makes  them 
now,  in  tribute  to  industry,  leap  on  the  water-wheel,  and 
labor  into  motion  millions  of  spindles;  it  is  that  policy 
which  has  built  up  factories,  and  made  all  England  one 
vast  and  prosperous  workshop,  and  created  her  wealth, 
which  all  the  gold  of  all  the  mines  of  South  America 
could  not  purchase;  and  has  given  her  power  that  half 
the  world  could  not  subdue,  and  has  made  almost  all  of 
it  tributary  to  her. 

Another  gentleman,  in  his  remarks  yesterday,  [Mr. 
Hunter,  of  Virginia,]  in  making  a hard-money  speech, 
(and  if  he  will  allow  me  I will  say  it  was  one  of  the  best 
I have  listened  to,)  wished  to  demonstrate  the  evils  of 
the  banking  system,  by  referring,  in  illustration  of  his 
position,  to  the  fact  that,  during  the  long  war  in  Europe, 
the  French  government  adopted  the  policy  of  making  a 
run  on  the  Bank  of  England,  whose  paper  was  in  circu- 
lation on  the  continent,  and  consequently  the  bank  had 
to  suspend  specie  payments.  That  honorable  gentle- 
man is  right  in  his  historical  fact,  but  I must  differ  with 
him  in  his  conclusion,  that  the  British  government  sus- 
tained an  injury  by  that  bank  from  this  circumstance. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  French  nation 
thought  that  one  of  the  best  ways  of  defeating  the  British 
arms  was  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  means  of  supply 
of  money  to  her  armies,  and  did  employ  Jews  to  present 
at  the  counter  of  the  Bank  of  England  its  notes.  But 
did  that  quick-sighted  nation  bend  to  the  policy  of  its 
enemy,  and  countenance  the  discredit  of  its  banks? — 
Did  the  government  of  England,  when  a run  was  made 
on  the  banks,  do  as  our  government  has  done — -denounce 
and  aid  to  ruin  the  banks?  No,  sir.  The  ministers  at 
once  brought  in  a bill  to  invite — yes,  sir,  to  request— the 
Bank  of  England  to  suspend  specie  payments.  Did  the 
governmenfof England  do  as  odr  government  has  done 
—refuse  to  take  the  notes  of  the  bank?  No,  sir;  in  that 
very  bill  of  1797  they  made  the  notes  a legal  tender,  and 
stamped  the  encouraging  seal  of  the  nation  upon  them, 
by  saying  that  the  government  would  take  them  for  pub- 
lic dues.  It  was  a consummate  policy,  and  the  sequel 
proved  it;  for,  although  the  law  was  limited  to  six  months, 
I think  it  was  renewed,  from  time  to  time,  for  some 
twenty  years.  Did  the  notes  of  that  bank  depreciate  as 
the  notes  of  our  banks  have,  that  have  been  dishonored 
by  the  government?  Read  the  history  of  English  cur- 
rency, and  vou  will  find  that  it  did  not.  That  policy 
prevented  a panic  and  sustained  credit,  and  enabled 
England  to  contract  a debt  of  twenty-five  hundred  mil- 
lions, in  a war  of  unprecedented  consumption  and  fury. 
By  preserving  credit  at  home,  she  gained  it  abroad;  and 
nothing  aided  her  more  than  the  Bank  of  England.  It 


was  this  policy  wliich  made  .her  victorious  in  that  war; 
it  was  because  industry  was  her  capital,  and  credit  her 
currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  trespassed  much  longer  upon 
the  time  of  the  committee  that  I had  intended;  but  a 
dread  of  the  consequences  of  this  measure  upon  the  far- 
mers and  mechanics  of  the  district  which  I represent 
has  induced  me,  together  with  the  attention  which  I 
have  received,  to  claim  so  large  a portion  of  your  time. 

I will  answer  one  other  remark,  whilst  up,  from  my 
southern  friends,  and  then  hand  them  over  to  their  consti- 
tuents. My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robertson]  said  that 
he  voted  for  this  same  scheme  in  the  twenty-third  con- 
gress, when  general  Gordon  proposed  his  “skeleton”  of 
a bill;  that,  as  he  went  for  the  “divorce”  system  then,  he 
will  sustain  his  consistency  by  going  for  the  bill  under 
debate;  and  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  opposition 
went  for  it  then.  A friend  from  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  has  informed  the  house  that  he  and 
many  others  voted  for  it  then,  in  courtesy  to  his  colleague 
who  had  moved  it,  so  as  to  bring  the  proposition  before 
the  house;  but  never  dreamed  for  a moment  of  voting 
for  it  on  its  final  passage. 

I wish  here  to  say  that  I was  not  in  my  place — from 
indisposition — when  the  vote  was  taken  on  general 
Gordon’s  proposition;  but  had  I been,  I would  have 
voted  against  it. 

If  my  honorable  friend  is  willing  to  sue  out  for  a “di- 
vorce,” in  order  to  marry  a “skeleton,”  I should  not  be, 
if  I were,  united  to  the  worst  shrew  in  the  world.  But 
there  is  no  debating  about,  taste. 

If  I wished  to  consult  a lawyer  of  profound  legal  read- 
ing and  reflection  upon  an  abstract  question  in  that 
complex  science,  the  first  gentleman  in  this  house  that 
I would  approach  would  be  the  learned  gentleman  from 
Richmond,  [Mr.  Robertson;]  but  if  I wished  to  ask  ad- 
vice in  selecting  “a  help  meet,’’  I think  that  he  would 
be  the  last.  I will  candidly  admit  that  my  friend  has 
more  courage  than  myself.  I do  not  believe  that  I could 
screw  my  courage  up  to  join  in  wedlock’s  embrace  a 
skeleton  of  dry  bones.  I would  have  first  to  see  it  filled 
with  muscles,  flesh  and  blood,  life  and  animation,  fair 
symmetry  and  proportion.  I must  first  see  the  human 
form  and  face  divine;  and  then,  but  not  till  then,  I 
would  venture  to — “speak  to  it.” 

What  assurance  can  the  gentleman  have  that  his 
skeleton  might  not  be  made  hy  the  secretary,  who  has 
to  fill  up  the  outlines  of  the  form,  a hideous  caricature — 
a monster  in  human  form,  afflicted  with 
“All  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to?” 

“ all  diseases,  all  maladies, 

Of  ghastly  spasm,  or  racking  torture,  qualms 
Of  heart-sick  agony,  all  feverous  kinds — 
Convulsions,  epilepsies,  fierce  catarrhs, 

Intestine  ills  and  ulcers,  colic  pangs, 

Demoniac  phrensy,  moping  melancholy, 

And  moon-struck  madness,  pining  atrophy, 
Marasmus,  and  wide-wasting  pestilence, 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  joint-racking  rheums.’’ 
The  skeleton  of  the  bill  before  us — for  it  is  but  a skele- 
ton— although  accompanied  with  “vaults”  and  “strong 
boxes,”  they  are  not  boxes  of  ointment — -they  are  but 
Pandora's  boxes,  filled  with  scourges  and  diseases,  with- 
out having  hope  at  the  bottom,  with  which  the  secreta- 
ry may  afflict  with  pestiferous  evils  the  body  politic,  on 
whom  you  are  going  to  force  this  unnatural  alliance. 

But  before  I exhaust  the  patience  of  this  committee 
and  myself,  I wish  to  refer  to  one  historical  fact,  in  hopes 
that  the  advocates  of  this  measure  may  find  a moral  in 
it;  and  in  the  hope  that  they  may  pause  and  profit  by  it 
before  they  consummate  this  hasty  and  ill-judged  mea- 
sure. 

At  one  period  of  the  English  history,  corporate  privi- 
leges were  as  unpopular  as  they  have  been  made  in  this 
country;  they  were  unpopular,  because  abuses  existed 
under  them — real,  not  imaginary;  and  in  none  did 
abuses  exist  to  so  great  an  extent  as  in  the  East  India 
company. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  was  made  premier,  finding  that  popu- 
lar feeling  existed  strongly  against  the  abuses  practised 
under  that  company’s  incorporated  privileges,  and 
knowing  how  strong  an  influence  he  could  wield,  if  he 
could  bring  every  interest  connected  with  that  company 
to  be  dependant  upon  the  ministry,  conceived  the  plan, 
not  of  remedying  the  evils,  but  the  bold  scheme  of  an- 
nulling their  charter,  and  appointing  commissioners  with 
absolute  power  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  that  company. 
He  brought  forward  a bill,  and  predicated  it  upon  a plau- 
sible preamble  of  the  good  of  the  company  and  the  good 
of  the  people,  for  its  better  regulation  and  theirs.  It  was 
not  the  skeleton  of  a bill,  like  this  on  your  table,  but  full 
and  ample  in  its  parts  and  in  its  details.  That  the  com- 
mittee may  judge  of  its  character,  I will  request  the  clerk 
to  read  the  preamble  and  the  first  section: 

[A  lill  for  vesting  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company  in 
tho  hands  of  certain  commissioners,  fur  the  benefit  of  the 
proprietors  and  the  public. 

“Whereas  disorders  of  an  alarming  nature  and  mag- 
nitude have  long  prevailed,  and  do  still  continue  and 
increase,  in  the  management  of  the  territorial  posses- 
sions,the  revenues,  and  the  commerce  of  this  king- 
dom in  the  East  Indies;  by  means  whereof  the  pros- 
perity of  the  natives  has  been  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  valuable  interests  of  this  nation  in  the  said  territo- 
rial possessions,  revenues,  and  commerce,  have  been 
materially  impaired,  and  would  probably  have  fallen 
into  utter  ruin,  if  an  immediate  and  fitting  remedy 
were  not  provided: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  king’s  most  excellent 
majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 


spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  in  this  presen  * 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same} 
that  the  government  and  management  of  the  tempora 
possessions,  revenue,  and  commerce  of  the  united  com- 
pany of  merchants  of  England , trading  to  the  East  Indies, 
by  the  directors  and  proprietors  of  the  said  company, 
or  either  of  them;  and  all  and  singular  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  said  directors  and  proprietors,  or  of  any 
special  or  general  or  other  court  thereof,  in  the  ordering 
and  managing  the  said  possessions,  revenues,  and  com- 
merce; and  all  elections  of  the  directors  of  the  said  com- 
pany be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  discontinued 
for  and  during  the  continuance  of- this  act;  any  char- 
teh,  usage,  law,  or  statute,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing.] 

The  section  which  you  have  heard  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose. 

“Ex  uno  disce  omnes.” 

For  the  public  good  he  was  for  seizing  upon  its  charter- 
ed rights  and  its  revenues, makingitdependant  upon  the 
executive  will.  Under  a tide  of  strong  popular  feeling, 
he  carried  his  bill  through  one  house  with  an  immense 
majority.  His  bosom  glowed  with  triumph,  and  he  fan- 
cied himself  secure  in  his  place. 

The  public  mind  paused,  and  judgment  had  time  to 
counsel  its  feeling.  The  people  began  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  of  the  measure.  They  saw  if  that 
company  was  to  be  destroyed,  its  charter  taken  from  it, 
and  all  control  placed  in  the  hands  of  a few,  it  might  be 
the  case  of  all  other  institutions;  every  chartered  privi- 
lege might  be  taken  the  same  way,  and,  finally,  all  pow- 
er in  the  nation  might  be  exercised  by  the  executive,  or 
surrendered  to  it  by  a subservient  parliament.  They 
soon  drew  a distinction  between  remedying  and  destroy- 
ing; and  by  the  force  of  a change  in  the  popular  mind, 
the  bill  was  lost  in  the  other  house,  and  Mr.  Fox  was  no 
longer  minister. 

What  was  the  great  Fox’s  fate  may  be  the  fate  of 
others.  Let  others,  therefore,  take  warning  by  the  les- 
sons of  history. 

Our  institutions  are  too  firmly  implanted  in  our  gene- 
ral system,  they  have  taken  too  deep  root  in  the  business 
and  well-being  of  society,  property  is  too  much  valued 
and  too  equally  divided  by  the  laws  of  our  states  and  the 
laws  ol'industriousgain,  for  the  people  to  throw  all  things 
into  hotch-potch  and  form  a common  stock,  or  ever  to 
induce  them  to  sustain  such  measures,  or  measures 
which  lead  to  such  results.  The  golden  bauble  will  not 
now  even  amuse,  much  less  captivate,  sober, -well-think- 
ing men.  You  cannot  even  entice  children  with  it. 

You  may,  in  a few  congressional  districts,  still  hold 
out  the' delusion  to  the  people,  but  be  assured  they  will 
be  but  few.  There  is  one  district  north  of  “Mason  and 
Dixon’s  line”  in  which  it  may  succeed — a district  repre- 
sented on  this  floor  by  a gentleman  who  defeated  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  and  amiable  gentlemen  I have  ever 
known,  by  telling  his  constituents  enormous  witch  sto- 
ries— as  miraculous  as  were  ever  told  by  the  famous 
“witch-king”  who  figured  in  the  north  of  England  some 
three  centuries  ago.  But  he  finally  was  drowned,  and 
as  I know  that  there  are  mill-ponds  in  that  gentleman’s 
district,  more  than  six  feet  deep,  X beg  the  member  to 
keep  a lookout. 

Sir,  since  the  days  of  Isaac  of  Cyprus,  no  man  has 
been  pleased  to  have  golden  fetters  placed  upon  him. 
Hume  informs  us,  that  after  his  treasures  were  seized 
upon  by  Richard  the  First,  and  the  prince  incarcerated 
and  bound  in  irons,  he  complained  of  the  cruelty  of  his 
conqueror.  Richard  had  the  iron  fetters  taken  off,  and 
golden  ones  placed  on  in  their  stead.  The  Cypriot, 
pleased  with  this  distinction,  expressed  his  gratitude  for 
the  generosity  of  his  conqueror. 

The  people  have  been  restrained  in  their  business  by 
golden  fetters,  which  the  executive  brain  has  forged; 
they  want  them  thrown  off,  so  that  they  may  have  elbow- 
room  to  prosecute  their  industry  as  formerly. 

I ask,  I beseech,  this  house  to  pause  in  its  course  be- 
fore it  sanctions  such  a ruinous  measure. 

I appeal  to  the  candid  of  all  parties,  whether  conser- 
vatives, administration  men,  or  whigs,  to  let  us  cease  this 
“triangular  fight,”  and  unite  in  defeating  this  measure. 
If  we  have  differed  as  widely  as,  the  poles  on  other  ques- 
tions, let  us  unite  in  defeating  this.  Let  us  say,  in  the 
language  of  another,  “like  men  we  differed,  but  like  men 
we  have  agreed.”  I had  rather  see  the  pet  bank  plan 
new  vamped  and  tried  again. 

If  you  will  not  reject  this  bill,  or  will  not  lay  it  on  the 
table  never  to  be  called  up  again,  and  are  resolved  to 
pass  it,  let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst  quickly;  and  the 
people  who  will  suffer,  will  soon  show  that  they  have 
power  as  well  as  the  executive  and  the  two  houses  oi 
congress;  and  that  the  constitution  has  informed  them 
how  they  can  remedy  their  grievances. 

But  I hopirit  will  be  rejected,  and  that  the  executive 
will  do  as  the  kings  of  England  and  of  France  are  forced 
to  do  in  like  cases — change  his  ministers  and  his  mea- 
sures. Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  advisers,  at  least 
change  his  measures.  Or,  if  lie  will  not  change  his 
measures  or  his  advisers,  then,  as  a republican  presi- 
dent, in  practice,  finding  himself  in  a minority  in  either 
house,  and  that  he  and  his  ministers  will  not  alter  their 
views  of  the  constitution  and  the  policy  of  the  nation, 
they  will  resign  the  seals  of  office  to  the  people,  and  say 
to  them,  elect  other  agents;  we  come  down  frern  our 
blah  nlaces,  that  other,  and  abler,  and  better  men  may 
ascend. 

Or  are  the  lines  of  the  philosophic  poet  true? 

“The  age  of  virtuous  politics  is  past! 

And  we  are  deep  in  that  of  cohl  pretence; 

Rulers  are  grown  too  shrewd  to  be  sincere — 
And  we — too  wise  to  trust  them!” 
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QCJ-It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolu- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday  last,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Niles,  by  a vote  of  23  ayes  to  21 
nays.  As  slated  elsewhere,  we  will  publish  the 
entire  debate  on  these  resolutions,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  all  the  questions  decided,  as  soon 
as  we  relieve  our  files  of  the  current  articles 
which  claim  an  immediate  insertion. 

Important  from  Florida.  From  the  Mobile 
Mercantile  Advertiser,  Jan.  8.  We  learn  by  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  captain  Jeffrey,  from  New 
York,  via  Tampa  Bay,  that  a severe  engagement 
took  place  on  the  25th  December,  at  Kissimmee,  on 
the  edge  ol  the  Everglades,  about  seventy  or  eigh 
ty  miles  from  Tampa  Bay,  between  the  United 
States  forces  under  col.  Taylor,  consisting  of  the 
first  regiment  infantry,  the  fourth  regiment  under 
col.  Foster,  the  sixth  under  col.  Thompson,  and  the 
Missouri  volunteers  under  general  Gentry,  and  a 
large  party  of  the  Indians.  The  action  was  most 
furiously  contested  for  an  hour,  when  the  Indians 
gave  way  and  fled. 

We  learn  with  the  greatest  pain  that  this  was 
one  of  the  most  disastrous  battles  that  has  yet  been 
fought  in  Florida.  It  is  said  that  general  Gentry, 
of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  lieut.  colonel  Thomp- 
son, lieutenant  Brooks,  lieutenant  Center,  captain 
Van  Swearingen,  three  commissioned  officers  of 
the  Missouri  volunteers,  names  not  recollected, 
and  sergeant  major  Slaback,  are  among  the  killed! 
The  whole  of  “Company  It,”  of  the  sixth  infantry, 
are  said  to  have  been  killed,  except  some  seven  or 
eight — making  a total  of  eight  officers  killed,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  rank  and  file  killed  and 
wounded.  Of  the  Indians  only  eight  were  found 
dead  on  the  field,  though  it  is  said  some  forty  or 
fifty  bodies  had  been  dragged  otf.  The  troops  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  away  sixty  ponies. 

Wc  understand  iliai  trie  troops  naa  been  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians,  and  when  they  came  up  to  the 
spot  where  they  were  concealed  behind  bushes  and 
in  the  tops  of  trees,  they  were  received  by  a volley 
from  the  savages,  each  shot  killing  or  wounding  its 
man.  Col.  Thompson  fell  at  the  first  fire,  as  did 
most  of  those  who  were  slain.  It  is  said  that  the 
Indians  fought  so  desperately,  that  it  was  doubtful 
at  one  period  of  the  engagement  which  partv  w’nuld 
be  compelled  to  give  way.  The  force  of  the  In- 
dians was  variously  estimated,  and  as  they  wrnre  in 
ambush,  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  with  any 
certainty  to  tell. 

From  signs  made  in  the  sand,  supposed  to  be  by 
Alligator,  and  which  the  interpreter  Abraham  has 
seen,  the  latter  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  In- 
dians intend  to  war  to  the  death. 

A report  reached  Tampa  Bay  on  the  1st  instant, 
that  brigadier  general  Nelson,  of  the  Georgia  vo- 
lunteers, had  an  engagement  on  the  26th  December 
at  the  Suwannee  river;  but  the  result  was  not 
known.  It  is  said  that  gen.  Nelson’s  horse  was 
shot  under  him. 

Forty  prisoners  arrived  at  Tampa  Bay  on  the  1st 
from  Pinto  Rapa.  They  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Pike, 
which  is  a depot  for  prisoners. 


From  Canada.  Gen.  Scott  arrrived  in  Albany 
from  Washington,  on  his  way  to  Canada,  on  Tues- 
day last.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  he  departed  for 
the  frontier,  accompanied  by  governor  Marcy,  colo- 
nel Worth  of  the  U.  S.  A.  and  adjutant  McDonald. 

The  Washington  Globe  of  Saturday  night  last, 
says — Prompt  and  energetic  measures  have  been 
adopted  by  the  president  in  relation  to  the  difficul- 
ties on  our  northern  frontier,  as  are  apparent  from 
the  message  to  congress  and  the  proclamation.  In 
consequence  of  the  outrage  committed  on  our  ter- 
ritory, it  is  presumed  by  unauthorized  and  lawless 
men,  the  president  has  decided  to  call  out  a suffici- 
ent force  of  the  militia  of  New  York  to  protect  our 
citizens  from  similar  attacks,  and  to  be  ready  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  in  the  event  of 
the  civil  authority  proving  inefficient, and  congress 
vesting  in  him  proper  and  adequate  authority  to 
compel  the  execution  of  treaty  stipulations;  and 
while  he  defends  the  inviolability  of  our  own  terri- 
tory, he  will  prevent  that  of  a neighboring  and 
friendly  power  from  being  invaded  bv  persons  liv- 
ing within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  ought  to  be  under  its  control. 
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General  Scott,  we  understand,  is  ordered  to  the 
northern  frontier  to  take  command  of  the  troops 
that  may  be  called  into  the  service.  He  will  he  in 
the  midst  of  scenes  familiar  to  him,  and  the  public 
have  an  earnest  in  the  character  he  established 
there,  that  every  thing  will  be  done  that  prudence, 
courage,  and  sagacity  can  suggest,  to  maintain  the 
peace  and  honor  of  the  country. 

The  Buffalo  Star  says  “the  commissary  general 
marshal,  and  district  attorney,  have  been  some  time 
at  Schlosser  and  that  vicinity,  on  business  connect- 
ed with  their  several  offices.  A demand  has  been 
made  on  general  Van  Ransselaer,  by  gen.  Arcula- 
rius,  for  the  delivery  up  of  the  ordnance  and  arms 
belonging  to  the  state. 

This  demand  being  declined,  it  is  the  intention  of 
general  Arcularius  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  far- 
ther passage  of  the  arms  or  ordnance  belonging  to 
the  state,  to  the  island.  After  this,  he  will  proceed 
to  demand  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  permission 
to  take  them  in  their  territory;  so  that  if  by  any 
circumstances  they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
British,  they  will  not  be  lost  to  the  state. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial,  January  10. 
The  mails  of  yesterday  brought  nothing  material. 
Our  dates  are,  Buffalo  of  the  4th,  Rochester  of  the 
5th,  and  Navy  Island  of  the  2d. 

Gov.  Head  arrived  at  Chippewa  on  the  2d  inst., 
with  16  regulars  and  6 cannon.  A correspondent 
of  the  Rochester  Democrat  states  that  he  first  heard 
of  the  Schlosser  attack  at  Niagara,  and  was  greatly 
incensed  at  col.  McNab  for  having  exceeded  his 
duty. 

The  British  force  at  Chippewa  is  said  to  consist 
of  about  4000  militia,  a few  regulars,  and  3 or  400 
Indians.  They  are  said  to  have  also  15  pieces  of 
ordnance. 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Evening 
Fostar magara  Tails  writes — “yesterday  alternoon 
the  British  opened  upon  Navy  Island  a smart  can- 
nonading, and  bombarding.  It  continued  for  three 
or  four  hours.  The  islanders  appeared  to  bear  it 
very  well,  reserving  their  ammunition  for  more 
effective  purposes.  Very  little  execution  could 
have  been  done.  The  guns  seemed  to  have  been 
badly  managed,  as  many  shots  did  not  even  hit  the 
island  ; some  falling  short,  and  some  passing  en- 
tirely below  the  island.  This  morning  all  again  is 
quiet.  The  day  is  beautiful  and  serene;  certainly 
if  the  British  attack  the  islanders  at  all,  for  the 
present,  they  will  do  it  to-day. 

“ P.  S.  It  is  now  half-past  12,  P.  M.  No  attack 
yet.” 


Head  quarters,  Chippewa,  Bee.  20th,  1837. 

Saturday  morning,  3 o’clock. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor,  that 
having  received  positive  information  that  the  pirates 
and  rebels  at  Navy  Island  had  purchased  a steam- 
boat called  the  Caroline,  to  facilitate  their  intended 
invasion  of  thi3  country,  and  being  confirmed  in 
my  information  yesterday  by  the  boat  (which  sailed 
under  British  colors),  appearing  at  the  island,  I 
determined  upon  cutting  her  out;  and  having  sent 
captain  Drew  of  the  royal  navy,  he,  in  a most  gal- 
lant manner,  with  a crew  of  volunteers  (whose 
names  1 shall  hereafter  mention)  performed  this 
dangerous  service,  which  was  handsomely  effected. 

In  consequence  of  the  swift  current  it  was  found 
to  be  impossible  to  get  the  vessel  over  to  this  place, 
and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  set  her  on  fire. 
Her  colors  are  in  my  possession.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  ob’t  humble  servant, 

A.  N.  McNab,  col.  com’ng. 

P.  S.  We  have  two  or  three  wounded — and  the 
pirates  about  the  same  number  killed. 

A.  N.  McNab. 

Supreme  court  United  States.  Monday, 
January  8,  1838.  Pursuant  to  law,  the  court  met 
this  morning  at  the  capitol,  at  12  o’clock. 

Present, 

Hon.  Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Maryland,  chief  jus- 
tice. 

Associate  Justices. 

Hon.  Joseph  Story,  of  Massachusetts. 

Smith  Thompson,  of  New  York. 

John  McLean,  of  Ohio. 

Henry  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania. 

James  M.  IVayne,  of  Georgia. 

Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 

John  Catron,  of  Tennessee. 

jonn  mcivuuey,  ui  mauania. 

The  chief  justice  gave  notice  to  the  bar  that  the 
court  would  commence  a call  of  the  docket  under 
the  36th  rule  to-morrow'. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

[We  will  next  week  commence  the  publication 
of  a list  of  all  the  cases  argued  before,  and  decided 
by,  the  court. — Ed.  Reg  ] 


On  Thursday  the  4th  inst.,  McKenzie  arrived  at 
Buffalo  with  his  wife,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  said,  of 
securing  an  asylum  tor  her.  He  was  immediately 
arrested  by  Mr.  Garrow,  the  United  States  mar- 
shal, on  a charge  of  raising  an  armed  force  within 
our  borders,  to  be  employed  against  her  majesty’s 
province.  Messrs.  T.  W.  Sherwood,  R.  T.  Brown, 
and  P.  Dersheimer,  went  his  bail  for  $5000,  and  he 
was  liberated. 

Besides  the  above  we  have  a thousand  rumors 
and  statements,  but  they  are  evidently  so  much  ex- 
aggerated that  it  would  only  mislead  the  public 
mind  to  publish  them.  For  authentic  intelligence 
see  our  congressional  news. 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  says,  “tlje  most 
important  intelligence  received  yesterday,  however, 
is  the  official  report  of  col.  McNab,  of  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  Caroline;  avowing  that  the 
boat  was  captured  by  his  orders;  and  thus  devolving 
upon  the  general  government  the  duty  of  requiring 
satisfaction  therefor.  The  Toronto  Patriot  contains 

particular  account  of  the  tranaction,  which,  if 
correctly  reported,  places  the  matter  in  a more  re- 
prehensible light  than  the  official  account.  Ae- 
companyingthe  same  are  several  affidavits,  relating 
to  very  improbable  events  said  to  have  occurred  on 
the  American  shore  previous  to  and  during  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Caroline.  Most  of  these  have  before 
been  alluded  to  in  the  answer  of  col.  McNab  to  the 
deputy  marshal  of  Buffalo.  As  w'e  have  not  room 
for  all  these  documents,  we  confine  ourselves  to 
the  official  report  of  col.  McNa's  to  his  superior 
officer. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  A.  N.  McNab,  colonel 
commanding,  to  the  hon.  Jonas  Jones,  A.  D.  C. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

Januai-y  3.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  reports  from  the  war  department  relating  to 
certain  Indian  treaties,  and  to  the  state  of  security 
of  the  western  frontier,  transmitted  in  reply  to  reso- 
lutions of  inquiry  from  the  senate. 

These  reports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A number  of  private  memorials  and  petitions 
were  presented  and  appropriately  referred,  &c. — 
Among  them  was  a petition  presented  by  Mr. 
Rives.  From  numerous  officers  of  the  navy,  officers 
of  the  navy  after  having  been  discharged,  or  hav- 
ing resigned. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a bill  or  bills  to  the  senate  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  practice  in  actions  at  law  and 
suits  in  equity,  in  all  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tipton  submitted  a resolution  instructing  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  an  appropriation  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river. 

Mr.  Wall  submitted  a resolution  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a port  of  entry  at  New  Jersey,  in  the 
state  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Young,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  author- 
ize the  state  of  Illinois  to  have  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  for  internal  improvements 
and  other  purposes.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

The  bills  yesterday  ordered  to  a third  reading 
were  now  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed, 
excepting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 
Jordan,  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard , 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  therein 
named,  [in  a case  of  a contract  made  by  a former 
postmaster  general,  for  the  construction  a post  road, 
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and  disallowed  by  the  present  postmaster  general], 
was  discussed  by  Messrs.  .King,  Sevier,  and  Clay,  of' 
Alabama,  and  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  his  resolu- 
tions. 

The  first  resolution  was,  after  discussion,  adopt- 
ed— ayes  32,  nays  13.  The  second  resolution  was 
next  taken  up  and  also  caused  much  discussion — 
finally  it  was  modified,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Young,  and  also,  adopted — ayes  31,  nays  9. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

[As  before  stated,  we  will  publish  the  entire  de- 
bate, wdth  the  yeas  and  nays,  &c.  as  soon  as  it  is 
concluded.] 

January  4.  A number  of  memorials  wrere  present- 
ed, several  bills  reported  from  committees,  and 
leave  granted  to  introduce  others,  all  of  which  will 
be  duly  noticed  in  their  further  progress. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopt- 
ed: 

By  Mr.  Webster,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  a statement  of  the  amount  of  custom- 
house bonds  for  each  year  from  1827  to  1837. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Whereas  the  just  and  true  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  extended  on  the 
southwest  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  which  river  con- 
tinued to  be  the  boundary  line  until  the  territory  west  of 
the  Sabine  was  surrendered  to  Spain  by  the  treaty  of 
1819: 

And  whereas  such  surrender  of  a portion  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  is  of  evil  precedent  and  doubt- 
ful constitutionality: 

And  whereas  many  weighty  considerations  of  policy 
make  it  expedient  to  re-establish  the  said  true  boundary, 
and  to  re-annex  to  the  United  Slates  the  territory  occu- 
pied by  the  state  of  Texas,/ with  the  consent  of  said 
state: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That,  wdth  the  consent  of  the 
said  state  previously  had,  and  whenever  it  can  be  effect- 
ed consistently  with  the  failh  and  treaty  stipulations  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  desirable  and  expedient  to  re-an- 
nex the  said  territory  to  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Calhoun's  resolutions,  and  continued  the  debate  till 
The  senate  adjourned. 

January  5.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
events  which  have  recently  transpired  on  our  north- 
ern frontier,  and  which  the  reader  will  find  inserted 
in  me  last  number  of  the  “ Register,  page  289. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  in 
the  message : 

Buffalo,  Dec.  28,  1837. 

To  his  excellency  M.  Van  Buren  : 

Sir:  This  frontier  is  in  a state  of  commotion. 

I came  to  this  city  on  the  22d  i list.,  by  direction  of 
the  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district 
of  this  state,  for  the  purpose  of  serving  process  up- 
on individuals  suspected  of  violating  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  enacted  with  a view  to  maintain 
our  neutrality.  I learned,  on  my  arrival,  that  some 
200  or  300  men,  mostly  from  the  district  of  country 
adjoining  this  frontier,  and  from  this  side  of  the  Ni- 
agara, had  congregated  upon  Navy  Island,  (Upper 
Canada,)  and  were  then  in  arms,  with  Rensselaer 
"Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  at  their  head  as  corn- 
mander-in-chief.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
they  have  received  constant  accessions  of  men, 
munitions  of  war,  provisions,  &c.,  from  persons  re- 
siding within  the  states. 

Their  whole  force  is  now  about  1,000  strong, 
and,  as  is  said,  are  well  supplied  with  arms,  &c. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  in  some  cases,  but  no 
arrests  have  as  yet  been  effected.  This  expedition 
was  got  up  in  this  city,  soon  after  McKenzie’s  ar- 
rival u pon  this  side  of  the  river,  and  the  first  com- 
pany that  landed  upon  the  island  were  organized, 
partially  at  least,  before  they  crossed  from  this 
side  to  the  island. 

From  all  that  I can  see  and  learn,  I am  satisfied 
that,  if  the  government  deem  it  their  duty  to  pre- 
vent supplies  being  furnished  from  this  side  to  the 
army  on  the  island,  and  also  the  augmentation  of 
their  forces  from  among  the  citizens  of  the  states, 
an  armed  force  stationed  along  upon  the  line  of  the 
Niagara  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  its  accom- 
plishment. 

I have  just  received  a communication  from  col. 
McNabb,  commanding  her  majesty’s  forces  now  at 
Chippewa,  in  which  he  strongly  urged  the  public 
authorities  here  to  prevent  supplies  being  furnished 
to  the  army  on  the  island,  at  the  same  time  stating 
that,  if  this  can  be  effected,  the  whole  affair  could 
be  closed  without  any  effusion  of  blood. 

McNabb  is  about  2,-500  strong,  and  constantly 
increasing.  I replied  to  him  that  I should  commu- 
nicate with  you  immediately,  as  also  with  the  go- 
vernor of  this  state,  and  that  every  thing  which 
could  would  be  done  to  maintain  a strict  neutrality. 
I learn  that  persons  here  are  engaged  in  dislodg- 


ing one  or  more  steamboats  from  the  ice,  and, 
as  is  supposed,  with  a view  to  aid  in  the  patriot  ex- 
pedition. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  consideration,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  N.  GARROW, 

U.  S.  marshal  northern  district,  New  York. 

The  message,  &c.  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  said  he  rose  to  express 
the  satisfaction  he  felt  at  this  communication.  No 
spectacle,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  unworthy 
a free  people  professing  to  act  and  to  abide  by  their 
own  constitution  and  laws,  than  that  of  seeing  the 
nation  at  peace  with  a foreign  power,  and  the  peo- 
ple taking  part  in  hostilities  against  the  same  pow- 
er. If  the  laws  of  the  country  are  not  sufficient  lo 
prevent  the  exhibition  of  such  a spectacle,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  congress  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  pass 
laws  which  may  be  fully  adequate  to  prevent  a 
state  of  things  so  much  to  be  deplored.  If  any  citi- 
zens of  these  United  States  choose  to  renounce 
their  citizenship  and  enter  into  the  concerns  of  fo- 
reign states,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  not  dispute  their 
right  to  do  so  ; but,  so  long  as  they  remain  citizens 
of  this  country,  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
take  part  in  a foreign  war  with  which  this  country 
has  no  concern.  Mr.  C.  did  not  intend  to  express, 
at  this  time,  any  opinion  upon  the  cause  of  the 
disturbances  in  Canada;  it  might  be  just — it  might 
be  such  as  was  calculated  to  enlist  the  sympathies 
of  our  citizens — he  gave  no  opinion  on  that  point : 
but,  until  the  constituted  authorities  decide,  no  ci- 
tizen ought  to  interfere,  or  be  permitted  to  inter- 
fere, and  become  a party  in  hostilities  against  a go- 
vernment with  which  we  are  at  peace. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  the 
message  which  had  just  been  read,  might  be  re- 
ferred, that  committee  would  inquire  into  this  sub- 
ject, and,  while  it  looked  at  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, would  not  forget  to  direct  its  regards  to  the 
other  also,  and  would  inquire  if  any  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  or  whether  any  dis- 
puted territory,  had  been  used  by  the  foreign  pow'er 
in  question  for  the  transportation  of  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  It  was  a matter  of  indifference 
to  him  whether  that  message  were  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary  or  to  that  on  foreign 
affairs;  he  would  be  satisfied  with  either. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  felt  great  solicitude  on 
this  subject,  and  was  very  anxious  that  the  United 
oiaies  siiouiu  aostain  most  ngiaiy  rrom  any  inter- 
ference in  this  war;  and  he  hoped  that  the  laws  to 
prevent  any  such  interference  would  be  rigidly  en- 
forced. Let  power,  if  necessary,  be  given  to  the 
executive.  If  he  has  not  enough  to  enable  him  to 
put  down  this  interference,  let  him  be  made 
stronger.  Of  all  calamities  which  could  befall  this 
country,  he  might  say,  rather,  which  could  befall 
the  civilized  world,  a war  with  Great  Britain  at 
this  time  would  be  most  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the  message 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Norvell,  of  Michigan,  expressed  his  concur- 
rence in  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Clay.  He  felt 
much  solicitude  on  this  question,  as  his  constitu- 
ents were  hourly  liable,  from  their  proximity  to 
Upper  Canada,  to  be  committed  in  the  transactions 
now  going  on  in  that  region. 

Mr.  Davis  was  glad  at  last  that  (though  late) 
some  notice  was  taken  by  the  executive  of  this  im- 
portant matter.  He  thought  that  the  executive 
ought  to  have  moved  earlier  in  this  affair.  Per- 
haps, if  similar  lawless  proceedings  had  not  been 
encouraged  at  one  extremity  of  the  union,  they 
would  not  ha-ve  been  exhibited  so  soon  and  so 
boldly  as  at  this  moment  on  the  northern  frontier. 
He  wished  that  this  notice  which  is  now  taken  of 
an  unlawful  collision  with  a strong  and  mighty  na- 
tion had  also  been  taken  of  an  interference  equally 
unjust  and  lawless  with  reference  to  a weaker  and 
less  powerful  nation.  He  wished  justice  to  be 
done  by  this  country  to  the  weak  as  well  as  to  the 
strong,  and  that  a proper  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
the  national  honor  and  good  faith  might  operate, 
without  any  other  considerations,  to  lead  the  execu- 
tive to  a proper  vigilance  in  maintaining  a course 
of  justice  from  this  country  to  all  foreign  people. 
He  was  glad  that  at  last  the  executive  had  waked 
up,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would  meet  with  the 
attention  it  deserved. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Benton  in  favor  of 
the  motion  to  commit,  the  documents  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Clay  introduced  Mr.  W.  D.  Merrick,  senator 
elect  from  Maryland,  in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Kent, 
whose  credentials  w’ere  presented,  and  he  there- 
upon qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Several  petitions  and  memorials  of  a private  char- 
acter were  presented  and  duly  referred. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Preston 
was  then  taken  up. 


Mr.  Preston  moved  to  make  this  resolution  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  Morris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion;  which,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Clay 
on  the  necessity,  by  courtesy,  of  giving  the  resolu- 
tion a consideration,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  wished  the  subject  to  be  post- 
poned to  a late  day. 

Mr.  Preston  was  not  particularly  anxious  about  a 
day;  the  subject  must  come  up  at  all  events,  as  he 
thought. 

Mr.  Ciay  suggested  the  1st.  Monday  in  Februa- 
ry, which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  subject  W'as  ac- 
cordingly made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the 
first  Monday  in  February. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions. 

The  senatethen  again  took  up  these  resolutions, 
and  the  debate  was  resumed  and  continued  with 
great  ardor  until  quite  dark,  when,  without  any 
final  action,  and  after  several  unsuccessful  motions 
to  adjourn,  a motion  to  adjourn  over  to  to-morrow 
prevailed,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

January  6.  A number  of  petitions  W'ere  pre- 
sented, and  bills  introduced. 

Mr.  McKean  said  he  hoped,  in  these  times  of  ex- 
traordinary resolutions,  it  would  not  be  thought 
presumptuous  in  him  to  offer  some  small  evidence 
that  even  he,  humble  as  he  was,  was  not  wholly 
irresolute  ; he  therefore  proposed  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  held  in  his  hand  on  the  table,  to 
come  up  in  their  order: 

1.  Resolved,  That  congress  possess  no  power,  un- 
der the  constitution,  to  abolish  slavery  where  it  ex- 
ists in  anv  of  the  s ates  of  this  union. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time, 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Several  resolutions,  not  of  general  interest,  were 
offered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions  were  again  taken  up, 
and  the  third,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Jlllen,  adopted — 
ayes  31,  nays  11. 

Mr.  Preston  then  moved  that  when  the  senate 
adjourn  it  adjourn  to  Tuesday  next,  which  motion 
W’as  carried. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 
January  9.  The  same  message  and  documents,  [see 

SOS]  a=>  were  traiMmittotl  ycoturday  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, were  this  day  transmitted  to  the  senate. 
The  message  having  been  read,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky., 
arose,  and  not  seeing  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  (Mr.  Buchanan ) in  his  place, 
moved  that  so  much  of  the  message  as  does  not  call 
for  an  appropriation,  be  referred  to  the  above  nam- 
ed committee,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  mes- 
sage, which  requires  an  appropriation,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance.  This  motion,  after  a 
brief  debate  between  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  and  Cal- 
houn, and  a few  words  from  Mr.  Benton , was 
agreed  to.  The  debate  shall  have  a place  in  our 
next. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a report 
from  the  treasury  department,  relating  to  the 
amount  of  treasury  notes  issued,  and  at  what  rate 
of  interest. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  report  was 
read  by  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose  and  said,  at  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  when  thp  issue  of  these  treasury 
notes  was  authorised  by  law,  it  had  been  original- 
ly proposed  by  the  treasury  department  that  they 
should  bear  no  interest  whatever.  This  proposition 
had  been  made,  both  in  the  senate  and  in  the  other 
house,  pending  the  discussion  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  It,  however,  was  not  successful, 
and  the  bill  passed,  being  made,  in  its  form,  con- 
formable to  tile  preeedent  of  1814,  and  the  law  so 
passed  requires  that  the  notes  should  bear  an  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  cent.  By  the  report  of  the 
secretary,  it  now  appeared  that  these  notes  had 
been  issued  bearing,  some  of  them,  merely  a nom- 
inal interest  of  one  mill  per  cent.;  this  w’as  an 
interest  so  merely  nominal  that  no  individual  could 
be  benefitted  by  it,  even  if  he  held  the  notes  for  a 
thousand  years.  How  far  this  could  be  deemed  a 
fair  and  " honorable  accordance  with  the  letter, 
spirit,  or  intent  of  the  law,  he  would  not  at  present 
undertake  to  say.  There  were,  besides,  other  cir- 
cumstances which  called  for  inquiry,  to  which  he 
should  advert  when  the  subject  came  up  before  the 
committee.  . 

It  would  be  said  in  vindication  of  the  issue  of 
such  notes,  when  they  were  not  a full  payment  to 
the  public  creditor,  that  they  were  only  issued  to 
those  who  .wTere  willing  to  take  them,  and  that  no 
person  was  obliged  to  take  them,  unless  he  pleased  to 
do  so!  But  it  was  to  avoid  this  very  circumstance 
that  the  law  required  them  to  be  issued,  bearing  in- 
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terest,  in  order  that  they  might  be  rendered  equiv- 
alent in  value  to  the  specie  which  the  creditor  was 
otherwise  entitled  to  receive.  The  very  question 
Mr.  W.  then  put,  at  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  be- 
fore it  passed  into  a law,  was  this:  “Who  will  take 
an  inferior  currency  when  he  can  have  a better?” 
“Who  would  willingly  take  notes  under  par,  when 
he  was  entitled  to  them  at  par?”  Now,  when  such 
notes  as  these,  thus  depreciated,  were  offered  to  a 
man,  and  he  was  told  that  if  he  did  not  take  them 
there  was  nothing  else  for  him,  and  he  must  go 
without  his  money,  was  it  not  an  idle,  nay,  a cruel, 
mockery  to  say  that  the  individual  took  them  vol- 
untarily? Was  it  not,  in  point  of  fact,  a coercion? 
Such  a mode  of  settlement  would  not  become  indi- 
viduals in  common  life,  and  was  assuredly  unsuita- 
ble to  the  honor,  dignity  and  character  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  a great  and  wealthy  people!  Inconse- 
quence of  this  proceeding  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, in  issuing  these  depreciated  notes  in  this 
voluntary  manner,  that  very  thing  has  now  happen- 
ed which  it  was  predicted  would  happen;  namely, 
that  those  public  creditors  who  had  received  this 
depreciated  paper,  would  come  to  congress  for  in- 
demnification for  the  loss  they  had  sustained  by 
taking  this  paper!  Mr.  W.  had  been  applied  to  to 
present  petitions  for  relief  from  contractors,  pray- 
ing congress  to  make  up  the  difference  between 
these  notes  and  the  amount  due  to  them,  since  they 
had  been  obliged  (voluntarily,  as  the  department 
calls  it,)  to  take  these  notes  at  a mill  per  cent,  in- 
terest, rather  than  take  nothing,  and  be  ruined!  Mr. 
W.  had  been  desirous  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  these  circumstances,  which  certainly  de- 
manded some  inquiry.  He  should  not  now,  how- 
ever, go  at  any  length  into  the  matter,  but  would 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  pointing  out  the  evil 
which  had  flowed  from  the  mode  in  which  the  sec- 
retary had  thought  proper  to  execute  the  law.  He 
should  now  move  that  the  report  be  printed;  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

Among  the  bills  reported  from  committees,  read 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading,  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

By  Mr.  Benton,  to  increase  the  United  States 
army.  [It  is  in  the  same  words  as  the  bill  intro- 
duced at  the  last  session.] 

By  Mr.  White:  A bill  providing  for  the  payment 
of  annuities  for  183S,  to  the  Great  and  Tittle  Osage 
Indians  ; [afterward  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.] 

Mr.  Buchanan,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  re- 
peal certain  portions  of  the  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  act  of  July,  1832,  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
Read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  a call  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  copies  of  the  returns 
of  the  United  States  bank  for  the  years  1835,  ’36, 
’37. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Kent  county,  which  deprecated  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question  of  slavery,  and  praying  that 
the  District  ol  Columbia  be  retroceded  to  the  states 
from  which  it  was  derived,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting such  agitation.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate,  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  resolutions  on  the  relations,  &c.,  of  the 
states  and  the  general  government.  The  question 
being  on  the  fourth  of  the  series,  on  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  southern  and  western 
states.  After  an  explanatory  debate  between 
Messrs.  Young,  Davis,  and  Webster,  in  reference  to 
a law  of  Massachusetts  by  which  a fugitive  slave 
was  authorized  to  have  a trial  by  jury, 

Mr.  Webster  assented  to  the  former  part  of  the 
fourth  resolution,  but  objected  to  that  part  of  it 
which  undertook  to  teach  states  and  individuals 
their  relative  duties.  He  regarded  it  a3  sufficient 
for  the  senate,  on  the  point,  to  ascertain  and  per- 
form its  own  duties. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  on  the  suggestion  of  several  sena- 
tors, modified  the  fourth  resolution  by  changing 
“an  essential  element  in  the  distribution  of  the 
(general  government’s)  powers  among  the  States,” 
into  an  “an  important  element  in  the  apportionment,” 
&e.  and  by  striking  out  “ moral  and  religious,” 
(obligations,)  at  the  end  of  the  resolution. 

After  some  further  debate, 

Mr.  Calhoun  modified  the  fifth  resolution  by 
changing  “intermeddling”  into  “any  attempt,” 
and  by  suppressing  the  particulars  “immoral  or 
sinful,”  to  the  general  phrase,  “on  any  ground 
whatever.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  this  resolution  was 
farther  modified  so  as  to  declare  that  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith  with  Maryland  and 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky  then  spoke  at  large  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolutions.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  read  a series  of  resolutions,  suggesting  the 


probability  of  his  movingthern  at  some  future  stage 
of  the  proceedings.  [The  resolutions  will  appear 
in  their  proper  place,  when  we  publish  Mr.  Clay’s 
remarks.]  After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Calhoun,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  10.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
the  entire  day  was  taken  up  in  the  consideration  of 
the  fifth  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolution.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clay  proposed  the  third  of  the 
series  of  resolutions  he  read  yesterday,  as  a sub- 
stitute for  Mr.  Calhoun’s  fifth  resolution.  It  was 
modified  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Niles  and  others,  and 
then  adopted  in  the  following  form: 

“ Resolved , That  the  interference  by  the  citizens  of  any 
of  the  states,  with  the  vie  w to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District,  is  endangering  the  rights  and  security  of  the 
people  of  the  District;  and  that  any  act  or  measure  of 
congress  designed  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District 
womd  be  a violation  of  the  faith  implied  in  the  cession 
by  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  a just  cause  of 
alarm  to  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  states,  and  have 
a direct  and  inevitable  tendency  to  disturb  and  endan- 
ger the  union.” 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute 
was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 36. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Night,  McKean,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Smith,  ofilnd.,  Swift,  Webster — 8. 

After  this  vote. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

[Mr.  Ruggles  did  not  vote — but  has  addressed  the 
following  to  the  editors  of  the  “Intelligencer,”  in 
which  paper  his  name  was  inserted  among  the  nays 
on  the  above  resolution,  in  explanation  of  his  refu- 
sal to  vote: 

Senate  chamber,  January  12. 

Messrs.  Gales  Seaton:  In  the  list  of  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  fifth  of  the  series  of  resolutions  introduc- 
ed by  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  published  in  your  paper  of 
this  morning,  I find  my  name  inserted  among  the 
nays.  I did  not  vote  at  all  upon  the  question.  Be- 
lieving that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  any  manner,  will 
be,  as  it  has  ever  been,  productive  of  infinite  mis- 
chief as  well  to  the  south  as  to  the  north,  tending 
to  enkindle  sectional  animosities,  and  to  connect 
the  cause  of  abolition  with  party  politics,  which 
cannot  be  contemplated  without  alarm,  I hat'e  pur- 
posely abstained  from  taking  part  or  lot  in  the  mat- 
ter. Respectfully  yours, 

J.  RUGGLES. 

January  11.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  communications  from  the  war  department, 
covering  the  annual  report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance 
and  areportof  the  commissioner  of  pensions;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  petitions  were  presented  and  appropri- 
priately  referred,  among  them  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  McKean:  From  a large  body  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  propos- 
ed annexation  of  any  part  of  the  Mexican  territory 
to  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the  table. 

By  the  same  : Two  petitions  from  Philadelphia, 
two  from  Lancaster,  one  from  Chester  county,  six 
from  Susquehannacounty,  nine  from  Bucks  county, 
nine  from  Montgomery  county,  one  from  Deleware 
county,  all  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  signed  by 
above  20,000  citizens,  praying  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  territories 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  a bill  to  repeal  the  act  of 
1832  imposing  duties  on  certain  imports,  and  seve- 
ral bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals.  Mr.  Morris 
also  reported  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  individu- 
als, granting  pensions  to  widows  and  heirs  of  revo- 
tionary  soldiers,  &c. 

Mr.  Pierce  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

. Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  for  the  liquidation  of  the  claim  of  general 
Duncan  L.  Clinch  for  losses  sustained  at  his  plan- 
tation, “Lang  Syne,”  in  Alachua  county,  territo- 
ry of  Florida,  in  the  years  1835  and  1836,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn’s resolutions,  was  then  resumed.  The  ques- 
tion was  first  taken  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the  fifth  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  resolutions.  That  part  referring  to  the 
treaty  of  1819,  as  guarantying  slavery  in  Flori- 
da, under  the  title  of  “ private  properly,”  was  by 
consent  stricken  out ; no  such  guaranty,  on  exam- 
ination, being  found  in  the  treaty.  It  was  then 
suggested  by  Mr.  Clay  to  strike  out  a clause  for 
the  preservation  of  slavery  among  Indian  nations, 
as  one  of  their  domestic  institutions,  which,  at  the 
I desire  of  Mr.  Sevier,  had  been  inserted  yesterday. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  this 
paragraph,  and  it  was  stricken  out,  yeas  31,  nays 
10.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  all  reference 
to  the  compromise  act,  limiting  slavery  within  cer- 
tain geographical  bounds,  was  omitted.  The  yeas 
and  nays  being  then  ordered  on  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  Clay,  as  modified,  a discussion  of  great  length 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Norvell, 
Walker,  and  Hubbard  participated,  in  the  course 
of  which  Mr  Clay  assented  to  some  modifications  of 
his  resolution,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hubbard 
and  Mr.  Walker. 

Mr.  Rives  oifered  as  a substitute  the  following: 

That  any  interference  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  in  which  it 
may  exist,  is  inhibited  by  all  the  considerations  in 
regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  territories,  the  security  of  the  slavehold- 
ing states,  and  the  danger  to  the  union,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  resolution,  as  forbid- 
ding any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  for 
the  further  reason,  that  the  people  of  those  territo- 
ries, when  admitted  into  the  union  as  states,  will 
be  exclusively  entitled  to  decide  the  question  of 
the  existence  of  slavery  within  their  respective 
limits  for  themselves. 

After  which,  a long  discussion  ensued  upon  this 
proposition,  and  it  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Lump- 
kin, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Sevier,  Tipton,  White — 10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Conn.,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Web- 
ster, Williams,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

After  further  discussion,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  second  branch  of  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute,  mo- 
dified to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  congress  -to  abolish 
slavery  in  any  territory  of  the  United  States  in  which  it 
exists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just  apprehen- 
sions in  the  states  sustaining  that  domestic  institution ; 
would  be  a violation  of  good  faith  towards  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  such  territory  who  have  been  permitted  to 
settle  with  and  hold  slaves,  because  the  people  of  any 
such  territory  have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of  slave- 
ry therein,  and  because,  that  when  any  such  territory 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  union  as  a state,  the  people 
thereof  will  he.  entided  to  decide  that  question  exclu- 
sively for  themselves. 

Which  substitute  was  agreed  to  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Kina;,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Conn.,  Strange,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Swift,  Webster— 9. 

And  the  senate  then,  on  ^notion  of  Mr.  Webster,  ad- 
journed. 

January  12.  Mr.  Grundy  having  stated  that  he 
was  absent,  from  indisposition,  when  the  vote  was 
taken  last  evening  on  the  second  branch  of  Mr. 
Clay’s  substitute,  and  that  his  name,  notwithstand- 
ing, had  been  put  down  among  the  nays,  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  views,  in  one  of  the  city  papers,  obtain- 
ed the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and  gave 
his  vote  in  the  affirmative  on  that  resolution. 

Unfavorable  reports  were  made  on  several  pri- 
vate claims,  and  several  resolutions. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  and 
referred: 

By  Mr.  Clayton : From  citizens  of  Delaware  inte- 
rested in  the  navigation  of  the  bay  and  river,  ask- 
ing for  a port  of  entry  at  Newcastle. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge : against  the  repeal  of  the  law 
concerning  pilots. 

And  by  Mr.  Niles:  On  a private  claim. 

The  vice  president  presented  the  following  re- 
ports, &c.:  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed: 

From  the  war  department,  a statement  of  the 
second  comptroller  of  the  appropriations  expended 
in  that  department  in  1837,  and  of  the  balance  re- 
maining. 

From  the  same  department,  a report  of  the  pay- 
master general,  in  relation  to  (certain)  annuities. 

From  the  navy  department,  relating  to  the  num- 
ber and  compensation  of  clerks. 

And  two  others  (unheard)  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  (a  naked  resolution ) on  the 
petition  of  merchants  of  Mobile,  in  relation  to  the 
extravagant  fees  paid  by  them  for  renewing  their 
bonds. 

Mr.  King  said  the  report  was  very  short;  he 
would  like  to  hear  the  reasons  for  not  granting  the 
relief  asked . 


308 


NILES1  NATIONAL  .REGISTER — JAN.  13,  1838-CONGRESS. 


Mr.  Grundy.  The  best  reason  in  the  world;  that 
no  reasons  were  given  why  it  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  King,  said  there  was  enough  to  show  that 
the  relief  granted  them  by  a law  of  congress  had 
not  been  obtained;  the  merchants  had  been  injured, 
rather  than  benefited  by  the  law. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  law  gave  the  fees,  and  they 
could  not  be  recovered;  and  the  question  in  the 
view  of  the  committee  was,  whether  the  govern- 
ment or  those  who  incurred  the  costs  should  pay 
them,  and  they  could  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

The  report  lies  over. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and 
adopted: 

By  Mr.  Walker:  Instituting  an  inquiry  on  the 
expediency  of  creating  a new  land  district  in  Mis- 
sissippi. 

By  Mr.  Tipton:  An  inquiry  as  to  authorizing  the 
New  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel  railroad  company 
to  make  a road  through  the  public  lands,  on  con- 
dition of  carrying  the  mail  twenty  years  free  of 
charge. 

By  Mr.  White : A resolution  directing  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate  to  purchase  six  copies  of  the  vo- 
lumes of  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
Indian  tribes,  published  by  Langtree  & O’Sullivan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  to  open  the  great  raft 
on  Red  river. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  to  increase  the  appropriation 
from  # 50,000  to  #70,000. 

Mr.  Davis  objected  to  the  bill,  that  the  subject  of 
it  properly  belonged  to  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  in  which  was  the  proper  place  for  all  such  ap- 
propriations; that  this  would  tend  to  open  the  way 
for  withdrawing  other  items  from  the  general  bill, 
which  was  often  proposed  and  pressed;  and  that 
it  was  now  a matter  of  doubt  wether  those  appro- 
priations must  not  be  now  restricted,  for  the  want 
of  money. 

Mr.  Sevier  replied,  that  the  removal  of  this  raft 
„ad  been  and  would  be  a source  of  gain  to  the  go- 
vernment, by  rendering  the  lands  about  and  above  it 
saleable;  that  the  raft  was  now  rapidly  increasing, 
so  that  delay  would  increase  the  expense  of  remov- 
al; that  the  removal  would  open  a long  and  impor- 
tant navigation  above  the  rail;  and  that  the  money 
appropriated  had  all  been  expended. 

Mr.  iiuoourd  objected  to  me  proposed  increase 
to  #70,000;  that  though  the  engineer  had  estimated 
the  cost  at  #70,000,  the  secretary  of  war  had  re- 
ported that  #50,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Sevier  and  others  replied,  by  urging  the  great 
importance  of  making  sure  the  completion  of  the 
work,  after  which  the  residue  of  the  money  would 
remain  in  the  treasury. 

The  amendment  (#70,000)  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  senate  resumed. the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  resolutions,  the  question  being  on  the 
sixth  and  last  resolution,  which  was  read  as  follows: 

“Resolved,  That  the  union  of  these  states  rests 
on  an  equality  of  rights  and  advantages  among  its 
members;  and  that  whatever  destroys  that  equality, 
tends  to  destroy  the  union  itself;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  all,  and  more  especially  of  this  body 
which  represents  the  states  in  their  corporate  capa- 
city, to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between 
the  states  in  extending  the  benefits  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  several  portions  of  the  union;  and  that 
to  refuse  to  extend  to  the  southern  and  western 
states  any  advantage  which  would  tend  to  strength- 
en, or  render  them  more  secure,  or  increase  their 
limits  or  population  by  the  annexation  of  new  ter- 
ritory or  states,  on  the  assumption  or  under  the  pre- 
text that  the  institution  of  slavery , as  it  exists  among 
them,  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious, 
would  be  contrary  to  that  equality  of  the  rights  and 
advantages  which  the  constitution  was  intended  to 
secure  alike  to  all  members  of  the  union;  and  would 
in  effect,  disfranchise  the  slaveholding  states,  with- 
holding from  them  the  advantages,  while  it  subject- 
ed them  to  the  burdens,  of  the  government.” 

Mr,  Calhoun  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  and  in  support  of  the  principles  and  purport  of 
this  resolution,  and  the  propriety  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  he  said,  to  move  to  lay  the  6th 
resolution  on  the  table,  because  it  would  bring  up, 
incidentally,  the  discussion  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas;  when  the  friends  of  that  measure  had  indi- 
cated, by  the  postponement  of  Mr.  Preston’s  reso- 
lution on  that  subject,  an  indisposition  to  go  into 
that  matter  at  present;  and  when  that  resolution 
should  come  up,  the  whole  matter  would  be  fully 
and  freely  discussed,  without  the  awkwardness  of 
discussing  so  great  a question  on  a single  point 
at  a time,  or  collaterally,  if  it  were  gone  into 
fully. 


That  he  was  unwilling  to  implicate  the  question 
of  Texas  with  the  question  of  abolition,  which  is 
the  subject  of  these  resolutions,  and  with  which  it 
has  no  necessary  connection. 

That  it  this  resolution  was  affirmed,  it  would  not 
materially  sustain  the  Texas  resolution,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  rejected,  would  be  fatal  to  that  pro- 
position. 

That  although  the  resolution  affirmed  what  was 
true,  and  what  he  w'as  always  prepared  to  maintain, 
it  will  be  more  appropriate  when  the  whole  subject 
of  Texas  is  under  consideration,  which  will  be  in  a 
week  or  two. 

Mr.  Calhoun  strenuously  opposed  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  arguing  earnestly 
that  the  reasons  assigned  by  his  colleague  were  in- 
sufficient to  justify  any  postponement;  and  that  its 
adoption  was  demanded  as  a corollary  to  the  prin- 
ciples asserted  in  the  preceding  resolutions,  and  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  principle  asserted  in  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions  in  regard  to  Texas. 

Mr.  Preston  replied,  explaining  more  at  large, 
and  vindicating  his  motives  lor  desiring  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rejoined;  alter  which,  the  question 
was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean, Morris,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Strange,  Swifth,  Tallmade,  Tipton,  Webster,  While, 
Williams,  Wright — 35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  Young 
—9. 

Mr.  Men  then  submitted,  as  an  independent  re- 
solution, his  former  amendment,  which  had  been  by 
consent  postponed,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolutions 
is  intended  to  recognize  the  right  of  congress,  to  im- 
pair in  any  manner  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the 
press,  or  the  right  of  petition  as  secured  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  the  several  states  in  the  states,  re- 
spectively. 

To  this  amendment  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offer- 
ed the  following  amendment: 

That  nothing  in  these  resolutions  shall  be  con- 
strued or  understood  as  intended  to  impair  or  in  any 
manner  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  or  the  press, 
or  the  right  of  petition,  which  is  hereby  expressly 
declared  to  include  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the  sen- 
ate to  receive  and  determine  upon  the  petitions. 

A discussion  ensued  upon  this  amendment,  in 
which  Messrs.  Allen,  Smith,  Walker,  and  Morris, 
participated. 

Mr.  Niles  then  moved  to  lay  the  whole  on  the  ta- 
ble; on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered, 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, King,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker, 
White — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbins,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of 
Inda.  Swift,  Talknadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams, 
Young — 21. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

Adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  4.  In  addition  to  the  business  of 
this  day  noticed  in  our  last,  the  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  copies  of  the  statements  rendered  to 
the  department,  agreeably  to  law,  by  the  incorpora- 
ted banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the 
state  of  their  affairs  at  the  close  of  1837. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  trans- 
mitting a report  respecting  the  clerks  employed  in 
his  department  duringthe  past  year,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation  paid  to  each. 

Friday , Jan.  5.  The  business  transacted  to-day 
was  stateil  in  sufficient  detail  in  our  last.  The  de- 
bate shall  have  a place  hereafter. 

When  the  house  adjourned,  it  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

Disturbances  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 

Monday,  Jan.  8.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read,  a message  from  the  president  ot  the  United 
States,  by  his  private  secretary,  W'as  announced; 
and  which,  on  motion,  was  immediately  read,  as 
follows: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States: 

In  the  highly  excited  state  of  feeling  on  the  northern 
frontier,  occasioned  by  the  disturbances  in  Canada,  it 
was  to  be  apprehended  that  causes  of  complaint  might 
arise  on  the  line  dividing  the  United  States  from  her 
Britannic  majesty’s  dominions.  Every  precaution  was 


therefore  taken  on  our  part  authorized  by  the  existing 
laws;  and  as  the  troops  of  the  provinces  were  embo- 
died on  the  Canadian  side,  it  was  hoped  that  no  serious 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  would  be 
permitted  to  occur.  I regret,  however,  to  inform  you 
that  an  outrage  of  a most  aggravated  character  has 
been  committed,  accompanied  by  a hostile  though  tem- 
porary invasion  of  our  territory,  producing  the  strongest 
feelings  of  resentment  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  on  the  whole  border  line;  and  that 
the  excitement  previously  existing  has  been  alarmingly 
increased.  To  guard  against  the  possible  recurrence 
of  any  similar  act,  I have  thought  it  indispensable  to 
call  out  a portion  ot  the  militia  to  be  posted  on  that 
frontier.  The  documents  herewith  presented  to  con- 
gress show  the  character  of  the  outrage  committed,  the 
measures  taken  in  consequence  of  its  occurrence,  and 
the  necessity  for  resorting  to  them.  It  will  also  be  seen 
that  the  subject  was  immediately  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  British  minister  accredited  to  this  country,  and 
the  proper  steps  taken  on  our  part  to  obtain  the  fullest 
information  of  all  the  circumstances  leading  to  and  at- 
tendant upon  the  transaction,  preparatory  to  a demand 
for  reparation.  I ask  such  appropriations  as  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  our  country  is  thus  unexpectedly 
placed  require.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  8,  1838. 

Mr.  Rogers  to  the  president. 

Buffalo,  Dec.  30,  1837. 

To  his  excellency  M.  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United 
States : 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  copies  of  affidavits  which  I have 
prepared  in  great  haste,  and  which  contain  all  that  is 
material  in  relation  to  the  gross  and  extraordinary  trans- 
action to  which  they  relate.  Our  whole  frontier  is  in 
commotion,  and  I fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  restrain  our 
citizens  from  revenging,  by  a resort  to  arms,  this  fla- 
grant invasion  of  our  territory.  Every  thing  that  can 
be  done  will  be  by  the  public  authorities  to  prevent  so 
injudicious  a movement.  The  respective  sheriffs  of 
Erie  and  Niagara  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  call- 
ing out  the  militia,  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  prevent 
any  further  depreciations.  I am,  sir,  with  great  con- 
sideration, your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ROGERS, 

District  attorney  for  Erie  co.,  and  acting  for  the  U.  S. 

State  of  New  York,  Niagara  county,  ss: 

Gilman  Appleby,  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  being  sworn, 
says  that  he  left  the  port  of  Buffalo  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  inst.,  in  the  steamboat  Caroline,  owned  by 
William  Wells,  of  Buffalo,  and  bound  for  Schlosser, 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  within  the 
United  States.  That  this  deponent  commanded  the 
said  Caroline,  and  that  she  was  cleared  from  Buffalo 
with  a view  to  run  between  said  Buffalo  and  Schlosser, 
carry  passengers,  freight,  &c.  That  this  deponent 
caused  the  said  Caroline  to  be  landed  at  Black  Rock, 
on  her  way  down;  and  that,  while  at  Black  Rock,  this 
deponent  caused  the  American  flag  to  be  run  up;  and 
that,  soon  after  leaving  Black  Rock  harbor,  a volley  of 
musketry  was  discharged  at  the  Caroline  from  the  Ca- 
nada shore,  but  without  injury.  That  the  said  Caroline 
continued  her  course  down  the  Niagara  river  unmolest- 
ed, and  landed  outside  of  certain  scows  or  boats  at- 
tached to  Navy  Island,  where  a number  of  passengers 
disembarked,  and,  as  this  deponent  supposes,  certain 
articles  of  freight  were  landed.  That  from  this  point 
the  Caroline  ran  to  Schlosser,  arriving  there  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon;  that,  between  this  time  and 
dark,  the  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Island, 
landing  as  before.  That,  at  about  six  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  this  deponent  caused  the  said  Caroline  to  be 
landed  at  Schlosser,  and  made  fast  with  chains  to  the 
dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  officers  of  the 
Caroline  numbered  ten,  and  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  twenty-three  individuals,  all  of  whom  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  of  the 
Caroline,  and  requested  this  deponent  and  other  officers 
of  the  boat  to  permit  them  to  remain  on  board  during 
the  night,  as  they  were  unable  to  get  lodgings  at  the  ta- 
vern near  by;  these  requests  were  acceded  to,  and  the 
persons  thus  coming  on  board  retired  to  rest,  as  did  also 
all  of  the  crew  and  officers  of  the  Caroline,  except  such 
as  were  stationed  to  watch  during  the  night.  That, 
about  midnight,  this  deponent  was  informed  by  one  of 
the  watch  that  several  boats  filled  with  men  were  mak- 
ing towards  the  Caroline  from  the  river,  and  this  de- 
ponent immediately  gave  the  alarm,  and  before  he  was 
able  to  reach  the  deck,  the  Caroline  was  boarded  by 
some  70  or  80  men,  all  of  whom  were  armed.  That 
they  immediately  commenced  a warfare  with  muskets, 
swords,  and  cutlasses,  upon  the  defenceless  crew  and 
passengers  of  the  Caroline,  under  a fierce  cry  of  G — d 
damn  them,  give  them  no  quarters;  kill  every  man; 
fire!  fire!  That  the  Caroline  was  abandoned  without 
resistance,  and  the  only  effort  made  by  either  the  crew 
or  passengers  seemed  to  be  to  escape  slaughter.  That 
this  deponent  narrowly  escaped;  having  received  seve- 
ral wounds,  none  of  which,  however,  are  of  a serious 
character.  That  immediately  after  the  Caroline  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  armed  force  who  boarded  her, 
she  was  set  on  fire,  cut  loose  from  the  dock,  was  towed 
into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  abandoned,  and  soon 
after  descended  the  Niagara  Falls;  that  this  deponent 
has  made  vigilant  search  after  the  individuals,  thirty- 
three  in  number,  who  are  known  to  have  been  on  the 
Caroline  at  the  time  she  was  boarded,  and  twenty-one 
only  are  to  be  found,  one  of  whom,  to  wit,  Amos  Dur- 
fee,  of  Buffalo,  was  found  dead  upon  the  dock,  haring 
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received  a shot  from  a musket,  the  ball  of  which  pene- 
trated the  back  part  of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the 
forehead.  James'H.  King  and  captain  C.  F.  Harding 
were  seriously,  though  not  mortally  wounded.  Several 
others  received  slight  wounds.  The  twelve  individuals 
who  are  missing,  this  deponent  has  no  doubt,  were 
either  murdered  upon  the  steamboat,  or  found  a watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  falls.  And  this  deponent 
further  says,  that  immediately  after  the  Caroline  was 
got  into  the  current  of  the  stream  and  abandoned,  as 
before  stated,  beacon  lights  were  discovered  upon  the 
Canada  shore,  near  Chippewa;  and  after  sufficient  time 
had  elapsed  to  enable  the  boats  to  reach  that  shore,  this 
deponent  distinctly  heard  loud  and  vociferous  cheering 
at  that  point.  That  this  deponent  has  no  doubt  that 
the  individuals  who  boarded  the  Caroline  were  a part 
of  the  British  forces  now  stationed  at  Chippewa. 

GILMAN  APPLEBY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  December  30,  1837,  before 
me,  S.  B.  Piper,  commissioner  of  deeds, .&c.  for  Niaga- 
ra county. 

Slate  of  Neiu  York,  Niagara  county,  ss: 

Charles  F.  Harding,  James  H.  King,  Joshua  H. 
Smith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wells,  John  Leonard,  Sylvanus  Staring,  and  John 
Haggarty,  being  sworn,  severally,  depose  and  say  that 
they  have  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Gilman  Ap- 
pleby read,  that  they  were  on  the  Caroline  at  the  time 
she  was  boarded  as  stated  in  said  affidavit,  and  that  all 
the  facts  sworn  to  by  said  Appleby  as  occurring  after 
the  said  Caroline  was  so  boarded  as  aforesaid,  are  cor- 
rect and  true.  C.  F.  HARDING, 

JAMES  H.  KING, 

.1.  H.  SMITH, 

WM.  SEAMAN, 

WM.  KENNEDY 
WM.  WELLS, 

JOHN  LEONARD, 
SYLVANUS  STARING, 
JOHN  C.  HAGGARTY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  December  30, 1837,  before  me, 
S.  B.  Piper,  commissioner  of  deeds,  for  Niagara  county. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  gen.  Scott. 

Department  of  war,  January  5,  1838. 

Sir:  You  will  repair,  without  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  assume  the  military 
command  there. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the  go- 
vernors of  the  states  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  re- 
questing them  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
such  a militia  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  LTnited  States. 

This  power  has  been  confided  to  you  in  the  full  per- 
suasion that  you  will  use  it  discreetly,  and  extend  the 
call  only  so  far  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require. 

It  is  important  that  the  troops  called  into  the  service 
should  be,  if  possible,  exempt  from  that  state  of  excite- 
ment which  the  late  violation  of  our  territory  has  created, 
and  you  will  therefore  impress  upon  the  governors  of 
these  border  states  the  propriety  of  selecting  troops  from 
a portion  of  the  state  distant  from  the  theatre  of  action. 

The  executive  possesses  no  legal  authority  to  employ 
the  military  force  to  restrain  persons  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion,’ and  who  ought  to  be  under  our  control,  from  vio- 
lating the  laws,  by  making  incursions  into  the  territory 
of  neighboring  and  friendly  nations,  with  hostile  intent. 
I can  give  you,  therefore,  no  instructions  on  that  subject; 
but  request  that  you  will  use  your  influence  to  prevent 
such  excesses,  and  to  preserve  the  character  of  this  go- 
vernment for  good  faith  and  a proper  regard  for  the 
rights  of  friendly  powers. 

The  militia  will  be  called  into  the  service  for  three 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  in  your  requisi- 
tions you  will  designate  the  number  of  men,  and  take 
care  that  the  officers  do  not  exceed  a due  proportion. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  the  administrative  branch 
of  the  service  should  be  conducted,  wherever  practicable, 
by  officers  of  the  regular  army. 

The  disposition  of  the  force,  with  regard  to  the  points 
to  be  occupied,  is  confided  to  your  discretion,  military 
skill,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country;  and  the 
amount  of  that  force  must  depend  upon  the  character 
and  duration  of  the  contest  now  going  on  in  Canada, 
and  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  people  and  the 
public  authorities  of  that  colony. 

The  president  indulges  a hope  that  outrages,  similar 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Schlosser,  will  not  be 
repeated;  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  maintain  the 
peace  of  that  frontier  without  being  called  upon  to  use 
the  force  which  has  been  confided  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  _ J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Bvl.  major  gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  gov.  Marcy. 

Department  of  war,  January  5,  1838. 

Sir:  The  territory  of  the  United  States  having  been 
violated  by  a party  of  armed  men  from  the  Canada 
shore,  and  apprehensions  being  entertained,  from  the 
highly  excited  feelings  of  both  parties,  that  similar  out- 
rages may  lead  to  an  invasion  of  our  soil,  the  president 
has  thought  proper  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in 
him  by  law,  and  called  out  such  a militia  force  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  protect  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States. 

I am,  in  consequence,  instructed  by  the  president  to 
request  you  will  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  place  under  the  command  of  brevet  major  general 
Scott,  such  militia  force  as  lie  may  require  to  be  employ- 


ed on  the  Canada  frontier,  for  the  purpose  herein  set 
forth.  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obd’t  serv’t. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

His  excellency  VVr.  L.  Marcy, 

governor  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

[Same  to  his  excellency,  Silas  II.  Jennison,  governor 
of  Vermont,  Montpelier,  Vermont.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  Jan.  5,  1838. 

Sir:  By  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a copy 
of  the  evidence  furnished  to  this  department  of  an  extra- 
ordinary outrage  committed  from  her  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  destruction  of 
the  property,  and  assassination  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  soil  of  New  York,  at  the  moment  when, 
as  is  well  known  to  you,  the  president  was  anxiously 
endeavoring  to  allay  the  excitement,  and  earnestly  seek- 
ing to  prevent  any  unfortunate  occurrence  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Canada,  has  produced  upon  his  mind  the  most 
painful  emotions  of  surprise  and  regret.  It  will  neces- 
sarily form  the  subject  of  a demand  for  redress  upon 
her  majesty’s  government.  This  communication  is 
made  to  you  under  the  expectation  that,  through  your 
instrumentality,  an  early  explanation  may  be  obtained 
from  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction;  and  that,  by  your  advice  to 
those  authorities,  such  decisive  precautions  may  be  used 
as  will  render  the  perpetration  of  similar  acts  hereafter 
impossible.  Not  doubting  the  disposition  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada  to  do  its  duty  in  punishing  the 
aggressors  and  preventing  future  outrage,  the  president, 
notwithstanding,  has  deemed  it  necessary  to  order  a 
sufficient  force  on  the  frontier  to  repel  any  attempt  of  a 
like  character,  and  to  make  known  to  you  that  if  it 
should  occur,  he  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  effects  of 
the  indignation  of  the  neighboring  people  of  the  United 
States. 

I take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the-assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.  < fc.  &c. 

Upon  the  motion  of.  Mr.  He  Graff,  of  New  York, 
the  several  documents  accompanying  the  message 
were  also  read,  as  above. 

Mr.  Howard  remarked  that  he  observed  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  president’s  communication  a call 
for  appropriations,  which  would  render  it  proper 
that  the  message  and  papers  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  otherwise  he 
should  have  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs.  He  made  a motion  for  the  refer- 
ence thereof  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
He  took  that  opportunity  to  say  to  the  house  that 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  had  had  a meeting- 
on  Saturday,  and  another  to-day,  but  were  not  yet 
prepared  to  report. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  ofNew  York,  asked  if  this  message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  was  in  reply 
to  the  call  of  the  house  which  was  made  on  Friday. 

The  speaker  replied  that  such  did  not  appear  to 
be  the  case,  from  any  thing  on  the  face  of  the  docu- 
ment itself. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the  appropri- 
ations asked  for  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  the  remainder  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs.  It  became  the  house,  (Mr. 
T.  said)  to  be  cautious  in  the  extreme  how  they 
acted  in  a matter  of  this  importance.  For  himself, 
he  had  full  confidence  that  it  would  be  well  con- 
ducted by  the  executive;  but  he  must  say  that  he 
looked  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  as  altogether 
too  tame  for  the  occasion.  A murder  had  been  com- 
mitted, with  every  feature  that  could  possibly 
characterize  it  as  an  atrocious  and  brutal  assassi- 
nation, by  British  soldiers  upon  unarmed  and  unof- 
fending American  citizens,  within  American  terri- 
tory. They  had  been  murdered  in  their  sleep; 
and  this  government  would  cease  to  be  considered 
worthy  of  the  sympathy  of  other  nations,  if  such  an 
act  should  be  passed  over  without  a prompt  de- 
mand for  redress.  He  contended  that  the  murder- 
ers should  have  been  at  once  demanded  by  our 
government,  and  held  amenable  to  our  laws.  He 
felt,  as  much  as  any  man  could  do,  how  disastrous 
were  the  consequences  likely  to  ensue  from  a war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain — conse- 
quences disastrous  not  only  to  the  two  countries, 
but  to  the  civilized  world.  But  this  case  present- 
ed considerations  paramount  to  all  these,  and  the 
country  would  not  deserve  the  proud  distinction 
which  she  enjoys  among  nations,  if  she  passed  over 
these  considerations  with  silence  or  tameness. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  thought  the  act  of  the  British 
authorities  to  which  allusion  had  been  made  most 
atrocious  and  reprehensible,  but  deemed  the  debate 
upon  it  at  present  to  be  premature.  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  to  refer  to  the 
committees  the  different  portions  of  the  message. 

Mr.  Haynes  rose  to  say  that  he  did  not  agree  with 
tile  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thomp- 


son,) that  the  communications  of  the  secretary  ot 
war  were  too  tame  for  the  occasion.  He  made  but 
a few  remarks,  which,  owing  to  his  back  being 
turned  to  the  reporter,  were  almost  entirely  inaudi- 
ble to  him. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  sent  to  the  chair  a 
newspaper  containing  the  following  document, 
which,  at  his  request,  was  read: 

Head  quarters,  Chippewa,  Dec.  29,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  morning,  just  handed  to  me  by  judge 
McLean, 

With  respect  to  the  report  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  that 
certain  forces  under  my  command  had  landed  upon 
Grand  Island — an  island  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States — I can  assure  you  that  it  is  entirely  with- 
out foundation;  and  that,  so  far  from  my  having  any  in- 
tention of  the  kind,  such  a proceeding  would  be  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  government,  in  this  colony,  whose 
servant  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Entering  at  once  into  the  feeling  which  induced  you 
to  address  me  on  this  subject,  I beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  tire  following  facts:  That  so  far  from  occu- 
pying, or  intending  to  occupy,  that  or  any  other  portion 
of  the  American  territory,  aggressions  of  a serious  and 
hostile  nature  have  been  made  upon  the  forces  under 
my  command  from  that  island.  Two  affidavits  are 
now  before  me,  stating  that  a volley  of  musketry  from 
Grand  Island  was  yesterday  fired  upon  a party  of  un- 
armed persons,  some  of  whom  were  females,  without 
the  slightest  provocation  having  been  offered.  That  on 
the  same  day,  one  of  my  boats,  unarmed  by  British 
subjects,  passing  along  the  American  shore,  and  with- 
out any  cause  being  given,  was  fired  upon  from  the 
American  side,  near  Fort  Schlosser,  by  cannon,  the 
property,  I am  told,  of  the  United  States. 

I have  also  before  me  the  most  positive  information 
that  a steamboat  called  the  Caroline  was  sold  to  the  pi- 
rates on  Navy  Island,  and  loaded  with  provisions  and 
munitions  of  war,  not  only  within  your  country,  but 
immediately  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  whom  you 
state  to  have  been  in  commotion,  and  that  these  stores 
and  munitions  were  forwarded  to  Navy  Island,  for  the 
use  and  assistance  of  the  band  of  pirates  assembled 
there  for  the  purpose  of  invading  and  plundering  this 
country,  and  dividing  her  Britannic  majesty’s  land 
amongst  their  deluded  followers.  I have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  j'our  obedient 
servant,  ALLEN  N.  McNABB, 

Col.  comm.  H.  M.  forces  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
JI.  IF.  Rogers,  esq.  district  attorney,  tyc. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  the  date’  ot  that  document. 

The  Clerk  answered,  the  29th  of  December. 

Mr.  Gray  said  he  had  had  it  read  to  show  that  there 
had  been  some  exasperating  circumstances,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  people  on  the  frontier,  on  the  side  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fillmore  doubted  extremely  if  any  thing  had 
taker,  place  upon  the  part  of  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state  of  New  York  to  justify,  or  to  palli- 
ate, an  outrage  like  that  committed  by  the  British 
troops.  But  that  was  a point  into  which  it  was  not 
now  his  wish  to  go  at  all.  The  letter  just  read  by 
the  clerk,  at  his  colleague’s  request,  was  written 
in  reply  to  one  from  the  district  attorney  as  to  the 
reported  intention  of  the  British  to  invade  Grand 
Island;  and  in  it  is  the  declaration  that  there  was 
no  such  intention.  Now,  Mr.  F.  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  fact  that  that  letter  was 
written  on  tile  29th  December,  and  that  it  was  on 
the  very  night  succeeding  the  date  of  it  that  this 
gross  outrage  was  committed  on  the  Caroline. 
Moreover,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  well-authenticated  fact,  that,  after  burning 
the  boat,  and  sending  it  over  the  faffs,  the  assassins 
were  lighted  back  to  McNabb’s  camp,  where  he 
was,  in  person, -by  beacons  lighted  there  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  F.  certainly  deprecated  awarwith  GreatBri- 
tain  as  sincerely  as  any  gentleman  on  that  floor  could 
possibly  do:  and  hoped,  as  earnestly,  that  these  diffi- 
culties would  be  amicably  adjusted  between  the 
tw'o  nations.  Yet,  he  must  say,  that  the  letter  of 
McNabb,  instead  of  affording  grounds  for  a pallia- 
tion, was,  in  reality,  a great  aggravation  of  the  out- 
rage. It  held  out  to  us  the  assurance  that  there  was 
nothing  of  the  kind  to  be  apprehended,  and  yet, 
a few  hours  afterwards,  this  atrocity  was  perpetra- 
ted by  an  officer  sent  directly  from  the  camp  ofthat 
McNabb. 

Mr.  F.  expressed  his  surprise  that  there  was 
nothing  said  in  his  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  the  means  of  protecting 
the  forts  ort  that  frontier.  On  the  20th  of  Decern-, 
ber,  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  informed  the  secretary  of  war 
that  there  was  great  danger  of  difficulties  arising 
between  the  Canadians  and  the  people  of  the  states 
residing  on  that  frontier;  and  he  had  been  then  told 
by  that  officer  that  all  the  available  force  of  the 
country  was  concentrated  at  Florida,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossile  to  withdraw  any  portoin  of 
them  immediately.  A fort  upon  our  own  frontier 
(Mr.  F.  said)  had  been  left  entirely  unguarded;  and 
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the  cannon  had  actually  been  taken  away  from 
thence,  and  carried  to  Grand  Island  by  people  there, 
who  were  thus  permitted,  by  the  supineness  of  this 
government,  to  provoke  war  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Graij  said  that  he  was  by  no  means  disposed 
to  apologize  for  the  conduct  of  the  British  officer, 
or  officers,  who  had  caused  this  outrage  upon  the 
ersons  and  property  of  American  citizens.  But 
e was  averse,  at  this  time,  to  precipitating  this 
country  into  a war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  hoped  and  trusted  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  anticipation  that  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  could  possibly  arise 
out  of  this  unfortunate  affair  ; and  he  also  trusted 
that  no  such  feeling  would  be  fostered  in  that  house 
by  any  thing  which  gentlemen  might  feel  called 
upon  to  say.  The  consequences  of  such  an  event 
would  indeed  be  disastrous,  as  would,  indeed,  be 
those  upon  the  frontier,  were  it  understood  that 
such  an  event  were  anticipated  by  congress.  Mr. 
T.  confessed  that  he  did  not  see  that  there  was, 
necessarily,  any  more  danger  of  such  an  event  now 
than  before.  For  he  did  not  see  how  any  one,  who 
rightly  understands  the  established  feeling  between 
the  two  countries,  could  possibly  imagine  that  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  would  ever  sanction  a 
deliberate  murder,  committed  under  such  circum- 
stances as  those  attending  the  late  atrocious  act 
upon  the  northern  frontier.  It  was  an  act  of  assas- 
sination— a crime,  for  which  this  government  had 
the  power  and  the  right  to  insist  upon  the  most 
rigorous  punishment  of  the  perpetrators.  Tlat 
such  a punishment  will  be  inflicted  he  could  not  for 
a moment  doubt.  He  could  not  believe  that  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  will  permit  an  act  so 
outrageous  to  pass  withou  iprompt  and  efficient 
measures  of  redress.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  T.,)  this  highly  excited  people  on  the 
northern  frontier  must  not  be  left  to  the  sway  of 
their  own  unchecked  impulses  in  this  state  of  affairs. 
Injuries  were  committed  on  both  sides.  Exaspe- 
ration follows;  retaliation  comes  next,  and  there 
should  be  a sufficient  force  stationed  there  to  pre- 
vent these  irregularities,  these  outbreaks  of  feeling. 
There  should  have  always  been  permitted  to  remain 
there  a sufficient  force  to  prevent  these  disturban- 
ces. If  the  necessity  for  this  was  not  foreseen,  at 
least  since  it  has  been  impending,  it  should  have 
been  cared  for.  The  arms  of  the  United  States  left 
unguarded,  her  posts  neglected,  and  no  force  left 
there  to  protect  them  against  pillage  and  violence — 
all  this  certainly  shows  great  and  culpable  neglect 
on  the  part  of  our  government.  But,  at  all  events, 
this  subject  (Mr.  T.  remarked)  is  now  before  the 
house  in  a proper  form  for  its  action,  and  he  hoped 
that  that  action  would  be  prompt  and  decisive. — 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  to 
refer  the  several  portions  of  the  message  to  the  two 
committees  named. 

Mr.  Howard  accepted  the  suggestion  as  a modifi- 
cation of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  Bronaon,  of  N.  Y.,  regretted  to  perceive  that 
there  was  as  great  a disposition,  in  some  quarters, 
to  make  war  upon  the  administration,  as,  in  others, 
to  pursue  a hostile  course  towards- Great  Britain. 
For  himself,  he  could  not  see  wherein  the  adminis- 
tration had  been  at  all  to  blame  in  the  matter.  How 
was  the  administration  to  be  blamed  because  the 
Canadians  had  come  across  the  lines  and  made  war 
upon  some  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 
Until  within  thirty  days  there  had  been  no  hostile 
demonstrations  on  that  frontier.  No  one  had  sup- 
posed, until  very  recently,  that  there  would  be  any 
occasion  there  for  troops.  Every  thing  was  quiet 
and  peaceful  on  that  border  forty  days  ago.  And 
now,  gentlemen  say  that  government  is  to  blame 
because  that  frontier  is  not  fortified  and  garrisoned. 
He  would  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  south  why  this 
is  so.  Is  it  not  because  the  whole  force  of  the 
country  is  concentrated  at  the  south,  and  protecting 
that  frontier,  as.  indeed,  they  rightfully  should  be 
doing?  Why  is  this?  Why  is  there  no  adequate 
force  at  the  north?  Because,  until  now,  there  has 
existed  no  necessity  for  their  presence  there  ; and 
it  has  been  absolutely  impossible  to  withdraw  troops 
from  the  south  for  that  service,  if  such  necessity 
had  existed.  He,  himself,  had  represented  the 
great  need  of  such  measures,  had  they  been  practi- 
cable, and  every  thing  that  could  be  done,  has  been 
done,  to  protect  that  frontier.  And  he  repeated, 
that  he  could  not  possibly  conceive  wherein  the  ad- 
ministration had  shown  itself  blameworthy  in  the 
affair. 

He  would  say  a single  word  as  to  the  allegation 
that  the  measures  of  the  government  were  charac- 
terized by  tameness,  in  reference  to  this  question. 
He  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  old  proverb, 
that  “ they  who  live  in  glass  houses  must  not  throw 
stones.”  And  he  asked,  supposing  that  it  should 
turn  out  that  this  government  were  in  a “ glass 


house,”  in  this  matter  ? Suppose  it  should  turn  out 
that  some  of  our  own  people  had  raised,  upon  Navy 
Island,  the  flag  of  revolution,  “ of  piracy,”  as 
McNabb  calls  it,  against  the  British  government, — 
and  that  this  same  steamboat  Caroline  had  been  en- 
gaged in  carrying  munitions  of  war,  provisions, 
and  men,  to  aid  the  forces  on  that  island,  against 
the  government, — perhaps  there  might  have  been 
something  previous  to  the  destruction  of  that  boat 
to  palliate  its  destruction.  He  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention of  justifying  the  outrages  committed  upon 
that  occasion,  but  he  thought  it  best  to  suggest  that 
there  might  be  some  palliative  circumstance,  which 
were  not  yet  all  known.  He  was  for  a calm  and 
dispassionate  inquiry  into  the  whole  case. 

Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that  it 
was  the  first  duty  of  those  who  would  speak  upon 
the  agitating  subject  before  the  house,  to  inquire, 
who  was  to  blame  in  this  affair  ? The  blame  had 
by  some  gentleman  been  laid  at  the  door  of  the  ad- 
ministration, but  surely  without  just  cause.  There 
was  no  force  at  its  disposal ; in  fact,  there  was  not 
one  regular  soldier  on  the  ground,  and  those  officers 
of  the  government  to  whom  it  had  a right  to  look 
for  the  preservation  of  our  neutrality  had  been 
among  the  most  forward  in  contributing  to  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things  on  that  frontier.  We  had 
none  to  blame  but  ourselves.  A rebel  chief,  a fugi- 
tive from  his  country,  had  crossed  the  frontier,  and 
in  open  day,  by  violent  and  inflammatory  speeches, 
had  instigated  American  citizens  to  take  up  arms. 
This  individual,  a traitor  in  the  view  of  the  British 
authorities  had  been  permitted  openly  to  recruit 
men  in  the  public  streets  of  Buffalo.  And  this 
while  we  were  at  peace  with  the  British  nation  and 
its  government.  Was  this  all?  No.  A body  of 
men,  99  out  of  100  of  whom  were  Americans,  had 
gone  over  upon  a neutral  island,  and  established 
themselves  in  a hostile  attitude,  and  in  open  defi- 
ance of  the  British  government  and  of  the  laws  of 
nations.  Under  such  a state  of  things,  Great  Bri- 
tain could  not  look  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  powers 
of  our  executive  to  prevent  such  aggressions  ; it 
would  look  at  the  fact  alone.  We  were  bound  to 
control  our  citizens,  and  were  responsible  for  their 
conduct.  Besides,  there  was  kept  up  a constant 
communication  with  this  insurgent  body  from  the 
American  shore,  from  which  they  were  supplied 
with  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  and  this  boat 
which  had  been  destroyed,  it  was  said,  had  been 
engaged  in  an  intercourse  of  this  very  character. 
Before  he  could  be  in  circumstances  to  pronounce 
any  opinion  on  the  character  of  the  transaction 
which  had  created  so  great  a sensation  among  our 
people,  he  must  first  know  the  fact,  whether  that 
boat  was  engaged  in  carrying  over  to  Navy  Island 
articles  contraband  of  war.  If  she  was.  Mr.  R. 
would  not  say  that  the  representatives  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  bad  no  right  to  seize  and  destroy 
her.  At  all  events,  it  was  a gallant  enterprise,  and 
if  he  had  been  in  the  situation  cf  col.  McNabb,  and 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  boat  was  engaged  in 
such  a proceeding,  he  believed  he  should  have  done 
the  same,  and  so,  he  suspected,  wTould  any  other 
man  of  any  intrepidity. 

Gentlemen  ought  not  to  forget  the  ground  taken 
by  general  Jackson  with  the  Spanish  authorities  at 
Pensacola,  and  maintained  so  ably  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  then  secretary  of  state.  Then 
we  held,  that  if  the  Spanish  officers  received  refu- 
gees from  the  American  lines  and  suffered  them  to 
remain  and  to  have  protection  within  Spanish  for- 
tresses, we  had  a right  to  seize  upon  them  by  the 
strong  hand.  Gentlemen  must  all  remember  how 
many  Indians  were  found  there  when  Pensacola 
was  taken.  Were  vve  not  now  in  a similar  situa- 
tion with  Spain  ? Had  not  we  received,  cherished, 
and  encouraged  refugees  from  Canada,  and  suffer- 
ed them  to  muster-men  and  arms  within  our  own 
territory?  Mr.  R.  insisted  that  this  nation  was  in 
the  wrong.  Our  own  people,  without  any  authori- 
ty or  permission  from  their  own  government,  had 
plunged  into  this  Canadian  contest  : on  them  rest- 
ed the  responsibility,  and  not  on  congress  or  the 
administration.  And  he  would  here  declare,  in  his 
place,  that  it  would  be  to  our  lasting  shame  and 
dishonor,  should  we  be  driven  into  a war  under 
such  circumstances.  In  a state  of  profound  peace 
between  the  two  nations,  our  citizens  had  risen  up 
and  invaded  the  soil  of  a British  province  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  the  institutions  of 
government  existing  there.  What  should  we  think 
were  the  case  our  own,  and  British  citizens 
were  to  gather  upon  our  frontier  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  extinguishing  our  republican  institutions? 
Would  we  tolerate  such  an  attempt  for  a moment? 
Never.  Before,  then,  we  wrought  ourselves  up 
into  fury  for  imaginary  wrongs,  let  us  look  at  the 
matter  fairly,  and  mark  with  whom  the  aggression 
lies.  He  wras  not  going  to  war  on  any  such  ground. 
He  thought  180  millions  of  public  debt  was  quite 


enough  for  one  generation  to  incur  for  war,  unless 
the  national  honor  demanded  it  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner. Until  we  knew  the  facts  of  this  affair,  no  man 
could  express  a correct  opinion — but  appearances 
were  clearly  against  us.  He  was  for  preserving  an 
honorable  bearing  toward  a friendly  power,  and 
treating  it  with  that  fairness  and  just  consideration 
which  we  should  demand  from  others.  If  war 
should  ensue  from  what  had  thus  far  transpired,  it 
would  not  be  because  of  any  aggressions  now  com- 
plained of,  but  from  a spirit  of  defiance  and  menace 
but  too  recklessly,  he  thought,  indulged  upon  that 
floor. 

Mr.  Menefee  next  addressed  the  chair,  but  the 
first  part  of  his  remarks  w ere  inaudible  at  our  re- 
porter’s desk.  He  was  understood  to  press  for  the 
consideration  of  the  existing  juncture  of  affairs 
with  calmness  and  dignity.  The  act  of  those  who 
destroyed  the  Caroline  had  not  been  avowred  bjr  the 
British  authority:  it  was  thus  far  merely  an  in- 
choate state  of  things:  and  it  was  incumbent  on  that 
house  to  set  to  the  country  an  example  of  mod- 
eration and  of  a statesman-like  manner  of  viewing 
and  of  discussing  a topic  on  which  so  much  excite- 
ment had  unfortunately  been  already  manifested. 
He  regretted  to  hear  sentiments  advanced  and  de- 
clarations made  here,  w’hich  were  calculated  to 
have,  on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  an  influ- 
ence of  the  worst  kind.  It  was  to  be  presumed,  as 
a thing  of  course,  that  this  nation  would  vindicate, 
at  all  times,  its  own  rights,  and  those  of  every  one 
of  its  citizens:  but  he  was  opposed  to  uttering  bra- 
vadoes beforehand  as  to  what  deeds  of  daring  we 
would  do  in  the  way  of  vengeance  and  punishment. 
Inasmuch  as  the  language  and  feelings  manifested 
in  this  house  were  calculated  to  give  tone  to  pub- 
lic feeling  generally,  he  must  protest  against  the 
introduction,  at  this  stage  of  affairs,  of  a belligerent 
spirit  that  might  lead  to  passion  in  legislation.  Gen- 
tlemen ought  to  reflect  that  here  was  no  great 
principle  at  stake,  no  right  of  search,  no  question 
of  blockade,  none  of  those  great  and  essential  ques- 
tions of  international  policy  or  rights  which  might 
justify  a resort  to  force:  and  he  should  be  utterly 
unwilling  to  see  two  countries  like  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  precipated  into  a war  by  the 
excited  passions  of  men  acting  without  the  author- 
ity of  either  government.  But  he  had  no  such  fears. 
We  were  going  to  have  no  war  with  England;  and 
it  might  be  as  well  to  proclaim  it  now  as  at  any 
other  time.  The  remotest  fears  of  such  an  issue 
W’ere  in  his  view  perfectly  preposterous:  it  was  not 
to  be  thought  of. 

Gentlemen  seemed  to  forget  who  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  were  in  the  scale  of  nations. 
They  forget  that  a resort  to  war  was  nojy  growing 
unfashionable,  and  that  nations  were  beginning  to 
regulate  their  intercourse  and  to  settle  their  occa- 
sional differences  on  grander  principles  than  those 
of  mere  physical  and  relative  force — the  noble  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty,  justice,  and  the  advance  of 
civilization.  It  would  be  to  make  war  on  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  if,  by  a sort  of  legislative  madness,  gen- 
tlemen should  insist  on  precipitating  us  into  a na- 
tional contest  for  matters  like  the  present.  But 
they  never  could  do  it;  they  could  not  force  a war 
between  two  such  nations,  standing,  as  they  did 
toward  the  rest  of  the  world,  unless  they  could  first 
roll  back  the  spirit  of  the  age.  These  nations  had, 
it  is  true,  fought  against  each  other;  but  even  in 
the  midst  of  their  contest,  there  were  still  so  many 
kindred  principles  in  the  bosoms  ol  both,  as  to  tri- 
umph over  their  temporary  hostility,  and  unite 
them  as  friends  of  human  freedom  and  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  species.  Why,  then,  would  gentlemen, 
under  an  imperfect  and  doubtful  state  of  informa- 
tion, on  grounds  of  acknowledged  passion,  rather 
than  of  ripe  political  consideration,  insist  upon  put- 
ting their  country  in  a false  position? 

But,  Mr.  M.  went  on  to  observe,  there  had  been 
a cause  much  deeper  than  the  seizure  of  this  steam- 
boat Caroline,  to  produce  the  existing  state  of  ex- 
citement among  our  people.  The  government  of 
the  United  States  had,  by  indirection,  forced  on  the 
country  the  difficulties  under  which  it  was  now  la- 
boring. 

M.  M.  now  held,  here  in  his  place,  and  the  whole 
civilized  world  would  hold  this  administration  ac- 
countable, to  a most  atrocious  extent,  for  whatever 
consequences  should  grow  out  of  what  had  happen- 
ed on  the  frontier.  For  what  had  been  its  course 
in  regard  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  with  whom 
as  with  Great  Britain,  this  country  was  at  peace? 
It  was  an  ungrateful  task  to  a man  who  loved  his 
country  to  prove  that  it  was  in  fault:  but  truth  de- 
manded it.  He  charged  the  government  of  the 
United  States  with  having,  during  the  last  four 
years,  been  guilty  of  the  most  discreditable  and 
cowardly  non-enforcement  of  Ihe  neutral  relations 
it  owed  to  a foreign  government  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  civilized  nations.  Scarce  a village  was 
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there  in  the  whole  western  and  southwestern  por- 
tion of  the  union  in  which  the  enlistment  of  men, 
or  some  other  hostile  preparation,  had  not  been 
going  on  with  a view  to  the  invasion  of  that  coun- 
try, and  a forcible  interference  in  her  contest  with 
the  revolted  province  of  Texas.  It  was  very  true 
that,  in  word,  in  form,  the  thing  wa3  discouraged, 
orders  were  issued  prohibiting  it.  Yet,  the  officers 
of  the  government  had  not  only  connived  at,  but  al- 
most become,  themselves,  parties  to  such  a course 
of  conduct.  Now  if  this  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government,  could  terminate  on  those 
who  were  its  authors,  Air.  M.  would  say,  let  them 
godown  to  merited  infamy:  he'  had  no  tears  to  shed 
over  their  fall:  but  it  was  not  so:  the  nation,  its 
honor  and  its  interest,  were  involved.  Instead  of 
observing,  with  scrupulous  care,  the  obligations  of 
our  neutral  position,  obligations  which  the  very 
weakness  of  that  infant  republic  entrusted  to  our 
honor  as  much  as  to  our  duty,  the  government  of 
this  country  had  encouraged  a lawless  spirit  among 
our  own  people,  which  availed  itself  of  ttiM  which 
ought  to  have  addressed  our  magnanimity  as  the 
means  of  violating  the  sacredness  of  treaties,  and 
trampling  on  the  rights  of  a nation  with  whom  we 
were  in  profound  peace  and  amity. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  laid  all 
the  blame  of  the  present  difficulty  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  alone';  but  Mr.  M.  contended 
that  much  of  the  blame  was  justly  due  to  the  im- 
punity, and  even  indirect  encouragement  which 
they  had  met  with  at  the  hands  of  their  own  go- 
vernment in  open  breaches  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  sacred  obligation  of  treaties.  But  the  time 
was  now  come  wffien  these  violations  of  neutral- 
ity must  have  an  end.  And  Air.  M.  had  as  lief 
that  this  should  be  effected  by  a regard  to  the  dig- 
nity and  the  power  of  the  British  government  as  in 
any  other  W'ay.  We  were  now  likely  to  be  brought 
to  our  senses.  We  had  met  with  an  equal,  and 
that  equality  would  be  so  presented  to  our  conside- 
ration as  to  force  us  to  look  at  our  own  course  of 
action.  It  was  better,  better  for  us,  that  the  infa- 
my of  our  conduct  towards  a government  on  our 
southwestern  frontier  should  at  once  be  openly  ex- 
posed, than  reluctantly  confessed  after  the  national 
strength  and  resources  should  have  been  frittered 
away  by  a profitless  contest.  On  this  administra- 
tion must  rest  the  responsibility  of  having  violated 
all  that  was  statesmanlike  and  all  that  was  moral. 

But  Mr.  M.  had  no  purpose  to  enter  into  a dis- 
cussion of  this  matter  now;  let  us  first  have  all 
the  facts,  we  were  not  prepared  to  act  with  under- 
standing, and  he  was  unwilling  to  have  the  nation 
precipitated  into  a false  position  either  by  the 
-friends  or  the  enemies  of  the  administration.  He 
desired  to  have  the  national  honor  stand  like  a 
mighty  mountain,  with  its  peak  above  the  clouds  ; 
but  never  would  this  be  if  its  foundation,  instead  of 
resting  on  the  everlasting  rock  of  justice  and  truth, 
was  based  on  the  quicksands  and  the  floods  of  pas- 
sion, and  of  rash  and  headlong  excitement.  He 
longed  to  see  a total  regeneration  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  country  in  its  whole  course  of  con- 
duct towards  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  IVaddij  Thompson  rose  in  reply.  He  be- 
lieved that  he  had  heretofore  given  some  evidence 
to  the  house  that  he  U’as  not  over  anxious  to  hurry 
the  country  into  a w’ar,  and  some  evidence  of  firm- 
ness in  daring  to  protest  against  what  he  believed 
to  be  unjust.  And  in  the  few  remarks  he  had  made 
when  last  up,  he  had  endeavored  to  say,  in  as 
strong  language  as  he  knew  how  to  use,  that  none 
could  look  with  more  earnest  deprecation  toward  a 
war  with  England,  as  infinitely  injurious  to  both 
nations;  yet  he  held  that  there  were  alternatives 
which  would  induce  him  to  submit  to  extermina- 
tion, ay,  to  the  destruction  of  the  world,  before  he 
would  consent  to  dishonor.  He  had  been  astonish- 
ed to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Alenefee)  say  that  in  this  case  there  was  no  prin- 
ciple involved.  Great  God  ! wrnre  they  to  be  told 
on  that  floor  that  American  citizens,  within  the 
lines  of  American  jurisdiction,  might  be  murdered 
in  their  sleep  by  foreign  mercenaries,  aud  yet  no 
principle  involved  ? 

Mr.  Menefee  asked  whether  the  gentleman  knew 
such  to  be  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 

Air.  T.  said  he  had  spoken,  from  the  first,  ex- 
pressly on  the  hypothesis  that  the  account  which 
the  house  had  received  (of  the  outrage  at  Schlos- 
ser)  was  a true  account.  He  trusted  in  God  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  war  : he  prayed  as  de- 
voutly that  it  might  be  averted  as  any  other  mem- 
ber of  that  house;  but  if  the  alleged  outrages  had 
actually  been  perpetrated,  then  we  had  but  one  al- 
ternative, redress  or  war.  He  should  hold  himself 
as  lost  to  every  principle  of  personal  honor,  could 
he  hold  any  other  sentiment.  The  statement,  such 
as  it  was,  had  been  sent  to  that  house  from  the  ex- 
ecutive department:  it  was  prima  facie  evidence  : 


but  he  trusted  it  would  turn  out  not  to  be  true  ; at 
least,  not  to  the  full  extent.  The  conduct  of  our 
own  people,  how  blameable  soever,  could  furnish 
no  excuse,  scarce  an  extenuation  of  conduct  so 
outrageous.  Gentlemen  had  reproached  the  ad- 
ministration as  being  chargeable  with  this  unhappy 
state  of  things  by  its  neglect  of  the  frontier.  God 
knew  that  amidst  the  perpetually  changing  phases 
of  the  times,  where,  indeed,  nothing  seemed  to  be 
certain  but  change,  he  little  expected  to  become 
the  apologist  of  the  administration  : but  he  felt  that 
as  great  a change  must  pass  upon  himself  before 
he  could  fail  to  defend  this  administration  against 
a foreign  power. 

Mr.  T.  never  would  consent  to  surrender  the  na- 
tional honor.  He  never  could  use  a question  of 
national  wrong  as  an  instrument  to  break  down 
even  this  administration.  He  believed  the  charge 
of  having  neglected  the  frontier  to  be  unfounded. 
All  had  been  done  by  the  government  which,  with 
its  means,  could  be  done.  Letter  on  letter  had 
been  addressed  to  the  district  attorney,  urging  him 
to  be  vigilant  in  the  application  of  the  laws  against 
all  violations  of  neutrality.  Had  the  executive 
any  preventive  power  ? He  was  glad  his  colleague 
(Air.  Rhett)  had  not  laid  this  charge  at  the  door  of 
the  administration,  but  at  that  of  the  people  on  our 
northern  frontier  ; and  in  this  he  agreed  with  him 
in  opinion.  As  to  the  dereliction  of  the  govern- 
ment in  not  enforcing  our  neutrality  with  Mexico, 
the  same  difficulty  occurred.  Who  could  forbid  a 
man’s  expatriating  himself,  and  going  to  reside  in 
Texas,  if  such  were  his  pleasure!  Or  who  could 
forbid  him  fo  carry  with  him  whatever  he  pleased  ? 
It  was  very  true  that  treaties  were  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  observe 
them  with  the  most  sacred  regard.  But  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  executing  a law  against  the  pub- 
lic will.  All  had  been  done  by  the  government 
which  could  be  done  ; but  where  there  wrnre  neither 
informers  to  lodge  a complaint,  nor  grand  juries  to 
bring  in  a bill,  how  could  offenders  be  brought  to 
punishment  ? 

Mr.  T.  regretted  the  conduct  of  persons  on  the 
frontier;  it  had  been  undoubtedly  criminal:  it  had 
produced  a state  of  things  which  had  been  well 
summed  up  by  a speaker  in  the  other  end  of  the  cap- 
itol,  who  said  that  the  people  were  at  war  while 
their  governments  were  at  peace.  But  how  was 
the  right  of  expatriation,  and  of  volunteering  in  the 
service  of  another  nation  or  a portion  of  it,  as  had 
been  done  by  De  Kalb  and  Lafayette,  in  our  own 
revolution,  to  be  put  dowm?  But  allowing  all  this 
to  be  ever  so  wrong,  great  God!  what  a difference 
was  there  between  such  a state  of  things  and  the 
case  of  a band  of  armed  men  attacking  a helpless, 
unarmed  company  in  the  unsuspecting  hours  of 
sleep,  and  massacreing  them  amidst  cries  for  quar- 
ter? He  trusted  that  the  fact  was  not  so:  he  hoped 
there  were  great  mitigations  of  its  atrocity:  but 
where  things  of  this  kind  were  once  commenced 
among  a people  mutually  irritated  and  inflamed 
against  each  other  there  was  no  telling  where  it 
was  to  end. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  had  the  fullest  confidence  that  the 
whole  affair  would  be  so  conducted  as  to  preserve, 
inviolate  the  national  honor.  Though  he  was,  and 
ever  had  been,  opposed  to  this  administration,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  such  would  be  the  case.  Possi- 
bly the  secretary  of  state  had,  upon  the  whole,  gone 
far  enough;  but  what  Mr.  T.  meant  to  say  was,  that, 
if  all  was  true  which  had  been  stated  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  steamboat,  and  the  secretary  had 
gone  farther  in  his  communication  than  he  did,  Air. 
T.  was  ready  to  sustain  him.  Thus  much  he  con- 
sidered due  to  himself;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
actual  facts  in  the  case.  He  desired  the  executive 
communication  might  be  referred,  and  the  matter 
thoroughly  investigated. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  this  discussion  would  stop.  This 
was  not  the  time  to  discuss  a question  of  peace  and 
war  with  Great  Britain.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  house  had  not  the  facts  before  it; 
nor  had  the  hostile  acts  on  either  side  been 
avowed  by  the  respective  governments.  He  fear- 
ed there  was  war  de  facto  though  none  had  been 
declared.  They  heard  of  wars,  and  rumors  of 
wars;  war  with  Alexico,  war  with  England,  war 
with  the  abolitionists;  but  he  greatly  feared  the  end 
was  not  yet.  He  feared  that  there  were,  at  this  mo- 
ment, four  individuals  in  the  United  States  who  had 
it  in  their  power  to  place  us  at  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain at  any  moment.  He  referred  to  the  president, 
the  secretary  of  war,  the  governor  of  New  York, 
and  the  major  general  who  had  been  sent  upon  the 
lines. 

The  question  should  be  treated  with  more  delica- 
cy than  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose.  In 
what  a situation  should  we  be  placed  if  the  militia 
should  be  called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier? 
The  president,  as  he  had  told  the  house  in  his  mes- 


sage, bad  no  power  to  prevent,  beforehand,  aggres- 
sions by  our  citizens  on  the  British  teriitory  or  sub- 
jects, and  it  was  here  said  a man  might  expatriate 
himself  when  he  pleased,  and  take  what  he  pleased 
with  him.  The  patriots,  therefore,  could  get  sup- 
plies, men  arid  munitions,  from  the  American  side, 
nor  could  our  people  be  withheld  from  crossing  in 
any  numbers.  But  as  soon  as  the  British  should  do 
the  same,  there  were  the  militia  to  oppose  them.  If 
this  state  of  things  was  to  take  place,  it  was  war, 
war  de  facto. 

As  to  the  question  who  was  in  the  wrong,  he 
should  not  now  go  into  it.  He  agreed,  in  part,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Menefee,)  that 
the  government  had  been  remiss  in  restraining  men 
from  passing  into  the  Mexican  territory.  He  had 
heard  no  executive  call  for  more  power  to  prevent 
men  from  going  over  the  lines  at  that  end  of  the 
union. 

But  though  this  may,  to  some  extent,  be  one 
cause  of  what  we  now  heard,  there  were  others  of 
more  ancient  date,  which  lay  deeper  in  the  breasts 
of  the  people  on  the  frontier.  There  was  still  rank- 
ling at  their  heart  the  memory  of  their  houses  burnt, 
their  estates  ravaged,  and  their  kindred  slain,  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  All  the  prejudices 
growing  out  of  such  a state  of  things  were  now 
called  up  and  revived,  and  on  the  smallest  provoca- 
tion, were  ready  with  the  cry  “to  arms!”  This 
was,  to  some  extent,  the  apology  for  the  violence 
of  the  feelings  which  now  agitated  that  portion  of 
the  union.  Thus  far  the  government  had  recogniz- 
ed none  of  the  hostile  acts  on  either  side;  he 
trusted  it  would  discourage  and  take  effectual  means 
to  prevent  them.  He  could  not,  as  yet,  hold  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  responsible  for  what 
had  taken  place;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  enough 
of  wisdom  and  prudence  would  pervade  the  coun- 
cils of  both  countries  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
war.  He  knew,  however,  that  it  was  a delicate  and 
unpopular  course  to  hold  pacific  language  at  such 
a time.  The  time  for  arguing  the  question  had 
not,  however,  yet  arrived;  and  to  put  an  end  to  a 
discussion  which  was  premature,  he  moved  the 
previous  qestion. 

The  house  seconded  the  call,  ayes  80,  noes  77. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  main  question  recurring  on  referring  so 
much  of  the  message  as  related  to  an  appropria- 
tion of  money  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
and  the  residue  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
it  was  agreed  to  without  account. 

Another  message  was  also  received  from  the  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  follow- 
ing: 

Department  of  state,  Washington  Jan.  S,  1838. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  have  been  refer- 
red certain  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, dated  the  5th  inst.,  the  second  of  which  re- 
quests the  president  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate to  that  body  “copies  of  all  instructions  to 
the  officers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  correspondence  with  them  with  the  gover- 
nors of  any  of  the  states,  and  with  the  government 
and  officers  of  Mexico  and  of  Great  Britain,  concer- 
ning the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  civil  wars  and  insurrections  in 
Mexico,  and  in  any  of  the  British  provinces  north 
of  the  United  States,  since  the  year  1829;  and  par- 
ticularly of  a letter  from  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory  of 
Arkansas,  dated  on  or  about  the  10th  of  December, 
1830,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  president  the 
accompanying  papers,  embracing  all  the  instruc- 
tions and  correspondence  requested  by  the  resolu- 
tion above  cited,  not  already  published,  * with  the 
exception  of  the  letter  from  the  late  president  of 
the  United  States  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory 
of  Arkansas,  said  to  be  dated  about  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, 1830.  Tho  filoe  nt  this  department  havo 
been  carefully  examined,  but  no  letter  has  been 
found  from  the  late  president  to  the  secretary  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Respectfully  submitted,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

[The  documents  accompanying  this  report  will 
be  hereafter  published.] 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a report  from  the  secretary  of  state  ip  answer 
to  a resolution  of  that  body  of  the  5th  instant,  re- 
questing the  president  to  communicate  any  addi- 
tional information  in  his  possession  endangering 
the  amicable  relations  between  this  government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 


*See  Document  No.  256,  24th  congress,  1st  ses- 
sion “ “ 105,  “ “ 2d  “ 

And  Document  No.  2.  accompanying  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  opening  of  the  2d  ses- 
sion of  the  24th  congress. 

Document  No.  139,  24th  congress,  2d  session, 
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Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  reports  from  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  respecting  fhe 
capture  and  restoration  of  the  Mexican  brig  of  war 
the  General  Urrea,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  the  5th  inst. 

Mr.  Davee,  of  Maine,  asked  general  consent  to 
introduce  a resolution  to  request  of  the  president  to 
communicate  any  information  in  his  possession  con- 
cerning the  detention  and  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Greely  by  the  British  authorities' at  Fredericton, 
(New>  Brunswick,)  and  what  measures  have  been 
taken  to  procure  his  release,  &c. 

The  reception  of  this  motion  at  this  time  being 
objected  to,  Mr.  D.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
allow  him  to  move  it.  The  house  refused  to  sus- 
pend its  rules  for  that  propose,  two-thirds  not  sus- 
taining the  motion. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  in  the 
reception  of  petitions,  and  resolutions.  Amongthem 
were  the  following. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  presented  a memorial  of 
Jeremiah  Day  and  other  citizens  of  the  town  of  N. 
Haven,  in  t he  state  of  Connecticut,  setting  forth 
that  certain  laws  originating  in  the  power  of  the 
British  government  while  these  states  were  colo- 
nies yet  remain  in  force  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  permit  in  many  instances,  without 
any  pretence  of  crime,  the  forcible  and  final  separa- 
tion of  husbands  from  wives,  and  of  parents  from 
children,  and  praying  congress  so  to  modify  the  ex- 
isting laws  as  to  protect  the  domestic  relations  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  from 
outrage;  and  Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  said  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  a select  committee. 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  subject-matter  of  the 
said  memorial  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  or- 
der of  the  house  of  the  21st  December,  and  would 
therefore  lie  on  the  table.  And  the  memorial  was 
laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Naylor,  from  the  workmen  lately  employed  on  the 
ship  Pennsylvania,  and  from  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  an  appropriation 
to  complete  the  frigate  Raritan,  now  on  the  stocks 
at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  afiairs. 

Mr.  Naylor  also  presented  the  memorial  ofW. 
Sandgram  and  106  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  establishing  a dry 
dock  at  the  navy'  yaid,  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Naylor  also  presented  several  petitions  from 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, which  were  laid  on  the  table  under  the  standing 
resolution  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Native  American  association  of  Washington, 
signed  by  nearly  one  thousand  persons,  praying  that 
congress  will  pass  an  act  repealing  the  acts  now  in 
force  providing  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
or  so  to  modify  them  as  may  seem  best  calculated 
to  secure  to  the  native  citizens  of  the  United  States 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  and  rights  Which 
they  are  justly  entitled  to  under  the  constitution. 
And  also  to  make  ample  provisions  by  law  for  the 
protection  of  the  United  States  from  any  future  in- 
flux of  foreign  paupers  and  convicts. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass.,  moved  the  following  in- 
structions to  that  committee: 

With  instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
revising  and  so  amending  the  law's  on  the' subject 
of  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  as  to  require  a 
longer  term  of  residence  in  the  United  States  pre- 
vious to  their  admission  to  the  rights  of  American 
citizenship;  and  greater  checks  and  securities  against 
frauds  in  the  means  and  process  of  obtaining  natu- 
ralization. 

And  further  to  consider  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  against  the  introduction 
into  the  United  States  of  vagrants  and  paupers,  de- 
ported from  foreign  countries,  for  whom  no  place  of 
residence  and  means  of  employment,  and  certain 
support  for  a reasonable  time  aftertheir  arrival,  have 
been  previously  prepared:  and  of  requiring  that  the 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels  by  whom  such  per- 
sons shall  be  brought  into  the  country  shall  be  held 
liable  for  their  relief,  if  left  in  distress,  for  — — 
months  after  their  being  landed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  intimating  a wish  to  address  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  these  instructions,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  over  one  day  under  the  rule. 

A large  number  of  petitions  were  presented  for 
the  prohibition  of  the  domestic  slave  trade — for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  &c.|  all  of  which  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, under  the  order  of  the  house. 

Several  petitions  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
were  also  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Several  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were  pre- 
sented and  referred. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  department  of  war,  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1809,  transmitting  a report  from  the  second  au- 
ditor, showing  the  expenditures  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military  establish- 
ment during  1837. 

Also,  a copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  held  atFredericktown  in  relation 
to  the  operations  against  the  Seminoles  and  Creek 
Indians,  called  for  by  a revolution  of  the  house  of 
the  4th  of  October  last. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  7, 1837. 
Sir:  A contest  having  commenced  in  a territory 
of  Great  Britain  adjoining  the  United  States,  be- 
tween portions  of  the  population  and  government, 
during  which  attempts  may  be  made  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  passed  to  preserve  the 
relations  of  amity  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  fulfil 
the  obligations  of  our  treaties  with  them,  by  the 
directions  of  the  president,  I have  the  honor  to  re- 
quest the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  any  move- 
ments of  that  character  that  may  be  contemplated 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  your  prompt  inter- 
ference to  arrest  the  parties  concerned,  if  any  pre- 
parations are  made,  of  a hostile  nature,  against  any 
foreign  powerin  amity  with  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  his  excellency  William  L.  Marcy/  governor  of 
New  York. 

[Note. — Similar  letters  were  addressed  on  the 
same  day  to  the  governors  of  Vermont  and  Michi- 
gan.] 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  Dec.  7, 1S37. 
Sir:  In  the  course  of  the  contest  which  has  com- 
menced in  a part  of  the  territory  of  Great  Britain, 
between  portions  of  the  population  and  the  govern- 
ment, some  of  our  citizens  may,  from  their  connex- 
ion with  the  settlers,  and  from  their  love  of  enter- 
prise and  desire  of  change,  be  induced  to  forget 
their  duty  to  their  own  government,  and  its  obliga- 
tions to  foreign  powers.  It  is  the  fixed  determina- 
tion of  the  president  faithfully  to  discharge,  so  far 
as  his  power  extends,  all  the  obligations  of  this 
government,  and  that  obligation  especially  which 
requires  that  we  shall  abstain,  under  every  tempta- 
tion, from  intermeddling  with  the  domestic  disputes 
of  other  nations.  You  are,  therefore,  earnestly  en- 
joined to  be  attentive  to  all  movements  of  a hostile 
character  contemplated  or  attempted  within  your 
district,  and  to  prosecute,  without  discrimination, 
all  violators  of  those  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  have  been  enacted  to  preserve  peace  with 
foreign  powers,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  obligations  of 
our  treaties  with  them.  I am,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Nathaniel  S.  Benton,  esq.  district  attorney  of  the  U. 

States  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 

[Note. — Similar  letters  were  addressed  on  the 
same  day  to  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States  for  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  Michigan.] 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  20, 1837. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  a source 
which  entitles  it  to  attention,  that,  after  the  battle 
of  St.  Charles,  which  took  place  some  time  since, 
many  of  the  insurgents  who  fled  lrom  that  and 
other  places  in  Canada,  collected  at  Swanton  and 
Highgate,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  that  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  furnished  them  with  Ihree 
pieces  of  cannon,  some  small  arms,  powder,  lead, 
and  other  munitions  of  war;  and,  that  having  been 
thus  furnished,  the  insurgents,  on  the  6th  of  the 
present  month,  made  a descent  into  Canada,  where 
they  were  met  by  a party  of  royalists  and  routed, 
with  the  loss  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  one  of  the 
party  being  killed  and  others  wounded,  and  that  the 
remainder  returned  to  Swanton.  The  president  di- 
rects that  you  institute  an  immediate  inquiry  into 
the  facts  thus  stated,  and  if  they  should  be  found  to 
be  correct,  and  susceptible  of  proof,  that  you  com- 
mence legal  proceedings  against  all  such  persons  as 
appear  to  have  been  concerned  in  violating  the  law 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutral  relations  of  the 
United  States.  You  are  also  directed  to  exercise 
constant  vigilance,  during  the  pending  contest,  and 
to  take  all  proper  steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  acts  similar  to  those  into  which  you  now  called 
upon  to  examine. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Daniel  Kellogg,  esq.  United  States  district  attorney, 
Rockingham,  Vermont. 


P.  S.  A circular  letter,  of  which  a copy  is  en- 
closed, has  been  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  each  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  of 
the  United  States,  bordering  on  tire  Canadian  fron- 
tiers, requiring  them  and  their  officers  to  co-operate 
with  the  district  attorneys,  and  other  United  States 
officers,  in  all  legal  modes  for  the  preservation  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  government  and  people  of  this 
country  during  the  disturbances  in  Canada. 

Department  of  stale,  Washington,  Dec.  21, 1837. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  a source 
entitling  it  to  attention,  that  McKenzie  and  Rolfe, 
leaders  of  the  insurgents  in  Upper  Canada,  were  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo  on  the  12th  of  the  present 
month,  with  the  object,  it  was  understood,  of  soli- 
citing aid  in  the  shape  of  men  and  munitions  of 
war;  that  they  were  that  night  to  have  a meeting  in 
the  theatre;  that  three  popular  meetings  in  favor  of 
the  insurgents  had  already  been  held  which  were 
numerously  attended;  and  that  there  was  a strong 
feeling  favorable  to  them  in  that  place,  which  it  was 
apprehended  would  lead  to  the  organization  of  a 
force  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  assistance. 

The  president  directs  that  you  institute  an  im- 
mediate inquiry  into  the  facts  thus  stated,  and 
the  subsequent  movements  connected  therewith. — 
Should  there  have  been  any  violation  of  the  law 
susceptible  of  proof,  you  will  commence  legal  pro- 
ceedings against  all  such  persons  as  appear  to  have 
been  concerned.  You  are  also  directed  to  exercise 
constant  vigilance  during  the  pending  contest,  and 
to  take  all  proper  steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  acts  similar  to  those  into  which  you  are  now 
called  upon  to  examine. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  Nathaniel  S.  Benton,  esq.,  attorney  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  a letter  has 
been  received  by  the  president  from  the  mayor  of 
Buffalo,  containing  information  which  calls  for  im- 
mediate attention.  You  will,  therefore,  proceed 
with  the  marshal  of  the  district  immediately  to 
Buffalo,  and  institute  legal  proceedings  against  all 
such  persons  as  shall  appear  to  have  violated  the 
laws  of  the  United  States. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  HON.  W.  L.  MAY. 

From  the  Madisonian  of  Dec.  23,  1837. 

Mr.  Allen — Sir:  You  will  discover  that  the  en- 
closed communication  was  prepared  for  publication 
in  the  “ Globe,”  and  that  the  editor  of  that  paper 
has  declined  giving  it  an  insertion  for  reasons  which 
may  be  satisfactory  to  himself,  but  which  will  hard- 
ly be  received  in  that  light  by  an  impartial  commu- 
nity after  his  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  assailing  my  reputation.  For  this  rea- 
son I am  compelled  to  ask  you  to  insert  my  reply 
in  your  paper.  Respectfully, 

\V.  L.  MAY. 

Washington  city,  December  IS,  1837. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Globe  : 

Gentlemen  : I deem  it  my  duty  to  notice  the 
account  of  a convention  holden  at  Peoria,  Illinois, 
on  the  29th  November  last,  and  published  in  your 
paper  of  the  1 1th  instant. 

Had  the  members  of  that  convention  confined 
their  attention  to  the  ostensible  object  for  which 
they  were  assembled,  and  had  they  contented  them- 
selves with  publishing  their  proceedings  only  in  the 
district  of  country  where  the  convention  was  held, 
no  notice  of  them  would  have  been  deemed  neces- 
sary. In  Illinois  the  character  of  those  who.  com- 
posed the  convention  is  too  well  known  to  have 
rendered  it  incumbent  on  me  to  bestow  a single 
thought  upon  them,  but  when  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
ducing effect  abroad,  their  proceedings  are  promul- 
gated to  the  world  through  the  columns  of  the 
Globe,  it  is  due  to  the  community  at  large,  as  well 
as  to  myself,  that  a plain  statement  of  facts  should 
be  ma.e,  and  the  public  mind  thus  disabused. 

The  object  of  this  convention  was  said  to  have 
been  the  selection  of  a candidate  for  congress  in  the 
district  now  represented  by  me. 

I am  far  from  denying  the  rights  of  the  people  to 
adopt  any  mode  they  may  deem  most  expedient  in 
the  selection  of  candidates  to  represent  them,  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  suggest  that  conventions,  they 
are  gotten  up  at  present,  are  liable  to  the  most  seri- 
ous objections. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  the  people  themselves  ex- 
ercise any  agency  in  these  matters,  and  the  office 
holders  and  office  seekers,  with  a degree  of  patriot- 
ism, which  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  generally  consent 
to  relieve  them  from  this  trouble.  The  Peoria  con- 
vention, so  far  as  I have  been  informed,  does  not 
form  an  exception  to  the  usual  practice  of  originat- 
ing and  holding  conventions,  and  the  people  in  that, 
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hs  in  most  other  similar  instances,  scarcely  knew  of 
its  existence  until  its  proceedings  were  published  to 
the  world.  I am  aware  that  my  present  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  conventions  may  appear  to  conflict 
with  those  heretofore  expressed  by  me,  but  such  is 
not  real!}’  the  fact. 

In  my  first  canvass  for  a seat  in  congress  I advo- 
cated a national  convention  for  the  selection  of  a 
presidential  candidate,  because  in  that  election  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  given  was  requisite  to  a 
choice,  and  because  in  the  event  of  there  being  no 
choice  made  by  the  electors,  (a  thing  very  likely  to 
happen  when  more  than  two  candidates  were  pre- 
sented) the  people  lost  the  right  to  vote  again,  and 
the  election  in  that  case  devolved  upon  the  house  of 
representatives.  J3ut  in  all  cases  where  a plurality 
of  votes  elect,  and  where  the  people  themselves  can- 
not fail  to  make  a choice,  I consider  a resort  to  the 
practice  of  conventions,  as  they  are  usually  managed, 
subversive  of  the  principles  of  our  government,  and 
a flagrant  invasion  of  the  dearest  of  all  civil  rights 
to  an  American  citizen — the  free  and  unbiassed  ex- 
ercise of  the  elective  franchise. 

A national  convention  secures  to  the  people  the 
power  of  electing  the  chief  magistrate,  but  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition  is  true,  in  regard  to  all  other 
conventions,  because,  if  the  behests  ofsuch  conven- 
tions are  followed,  it  takes  from  the  people  the  right 
of  choosing  those  who  are  to  administer  public  af- 
fairs. Why  may  not  the  people  as  well  allow  the 
convention  at  once  to  elect  the  representative  to  con- 
gress and  thus  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  think- 
ing or  attending  the  poles  to  vote,  as  to  feel  bound  to 
support  the  pretensions  of  whomsoever  that  conven- 
tion may  present  to  them  for  their  suffrages?  Can 
any  man  pretend  that  he  is  an  independent  elector, 
when  he  casts  his  vote  in  obedience  to  the  bidding  of 
those  who  assume  to  judge  for  him  ? And  what,  let 
me  ask,  becomes  of  your  boasted  freedom,  when  you 
thus  tamely  surrender  the  right  of  thought  and  of 
action,  and  consent  to  be  led  by  a set  of  designing 
demagogues  and  office  seekers,  who  consult  only 
their  own  advancement. 

Again,  can  that  man  who  feels  and  knows  that  he 
is  indebted  to  a few  managing  politicians  for  a con- 
ventional nomination,  and  who  upon  that  nomina- 
tion succeeds  in  his  election,  be  a faithful  and  inde- 
pendent representative  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  ? 

On  the  contrary,  will  he  not  feel  bound  first  to 
consult  the  interests  of  the  few,  to  whose  officious 
agency  he  owes  his  elevation,  in  preference  to  the 
interests  of  the  many? 

Another  objection  to  the  convention  system,  and 
one  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  have  great 
weight  is,  the  very  limited  number  of  persons  that 
attend  the  primary  assemblies.  In  the  county  of 
my  residence,  where  there  are  3,000  voters,  only 
twenty-seven  persons  attended  the  meeting  for  ap- 
pointing delegates.  Those  twenty-seven  persons 
then  actually  take  it  upon  themselves  to  act  without 
the  shadow  of  authority  for  the  remaining  2,973 
voters. 

In  other  counties  I am  told  that  the  primary  meet- 
ings were  scarcely  more  numerously  attended,  and 
this  I the  more  read i 1 j'  believed  from  recognizing  in 
one  of  the  chief  members  of  that  convention,  who  as- 
sumed to  represent  Morgan  county,  a renegade 
whig,  who,  but  a few  short  months  since,  was  clam- 
orous for  a Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  equally 
so  against  general  Jackson.  I allude  particularly 
to  Mr.  Lamborn,  the  person  who  reported  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  convention, 
and  who,  until  very  recently,  was  known  only  as  a 
boisterous  whig.  It  is  true  that  he  professed  to  have 
joined  the  administration  previous  to  the  last  general 
election  in  Illinois,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  suppos- 
ed, at  that  time,  of  being  run  for  the  general  assem- 
bly on  the  Jackson  ticket,  yet  so  little  confidence 
was  generally  entertained  in  his  political  integrity, 
that  the  Jackson  men  thought  it  advisable  to  allow 
him  to  remain  at  home.  He  now  comes  forward  as 
one  of  the  champions  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
and,  with  tile  zeal  of  a new  convert,  is  for  pursuing 
with  fire  and  faggot,  all  who  venture  to  think  such 
a measure  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  who  oppose 
it  from  the  most  solemn  convictions  of  public  duty. 
It  is  obvious  to  I he  most  superficial  observer,  that 
since  a course  of  experiments  has  been  adopted  and 
persisted  in,  in  regard  to  our  currency,  our  condi- 
tion has  been  growing  from  bad  to  worse. 

It  is  also  true  that,  Mr.  Lamborn  thought,  not  two 
years  since,  a Bank  of  the  United  States'could  alone 
restore  the  country  to  its  wonted  prosperity.  What 
reasons  he  can  have  for  now  believing  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  sub- treasury  scheme  and  the  consequent 
downfall  of  all  banks  will  remove  the  cruel  calami- 
ties under  which  the  people  are  now  groaning,  is 
not  for  me  to  say. 

If  he  can  point  out  the  particular  benefits  that  are 
to  result  from  the  adoption  of  that  plan,  he  will  do 


more  than  has  yet  been  accomplished,  and  earn  for 
himself,  a reputation  equal  in  point  of  political  saga- 
city to  his  well  known  habits  of  mendacity  and  want 
of  moral  rectitude.  Among  other  things  in  the  pre- 
amble reported  to  the  convention,  he  says — 

“And  whereas  the  enemies  of  popular  rights  and 
equal  privileges  are  ever  watchful,  zealous,  and 
active,  in  producing  discord  and  division  in  the  de- 
mocratic ranks,  by  which  they  may  succeed  in  ele- 
vating their  own  men,  measures,  and  principles: 

“ And  whereas  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  is  array- 
ed with  all  its  power  and  influence  against  the  de- 
mocracy of  numbers  : 

“ And  whereas  a desperate  struggle  is  now  being 
made  to  reduce  the  people  and  their  government  to 
a state  of  dependence  upon  and  vassalage  to  a U. 
States  bank,  or  a combination  of  moneyed  institu- 
tions, that  would  be  alike  destructive  to  our  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  and  subversive  of  the  principles 
of  our  republican  system  of  government.” 

Thus  admittingthat  only  afewshort  months  since 
he  was  the  enemy  of  popular  rights.  If  he  has  now 
become  the  friend  of  popular  rights,  so  much  the 
better ; but  pure  and  patriotic  as  he  now'  pretends  to 
be,  there  are  those  who  still  distrust  the  sincerity  of 
his  profession. 

In  the  district  represented  by  me  there  are  thirty- 
five  counties,  sixteen  only  of  which  were  represent- 
ed in  the  convention,  and  of  those  sixteen  it  maybe 
safely  averred,  that  not  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
people  participated  in  the  election  of  the  dignitaries 
that  formed  that  convention.  How  then  could  this 
body  of  men  have  claimed  to  represent  the  great 
mass  of  the  democratic  party,  or  in  fact  of  any  party, 
except  a few  loco-focos  ? 

I have  said  that,  the  avowed  and  ostensible  object 
for  which  this  convention  assembled  was,  the  nomi- 
nation of  a candidate  for  congress.  No  other  pur- 
pose was  ever  alleged,  or  thought  of,  even  by  the 
very  limited  number  of  the  people  that  attended  the 
primary  meetings.  But,  how  did  this  body  of  usur- 
pers act  when  assembled  ? Did  they  proceed  to  the 
performance  of  the  duty  for  which  they  were  pre- 
tended to  be  chosen  ? No.  The  very  first  act  after 
theirorganization,  was  the  exercise  ofan  unwarrant- 
able assumption  of  power  never  conferred,  nor  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  upon  them,  by  the  people.  I 
would  respectfully  ask  the  people  of  my  district, 
whether  they  can  give  their  sanction  and  approval 
to  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tion : 

“ Resolved , That  the  hon.  William  L.  May,  mem- 
ber of  congress  from  this  district,  has  disregarded 
and  forfeited  the  pledges  given  to  his  constituents 
before  his  election  to  the  office  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, and  that  he  be  respectfully  requested  to  resign 
his  seat  in  congress,  in  consideration  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  party  and  principles  which  elevated  him 
to  his  present  station.” 

This  resolution  bears  upon  its  face  the  most  palpa- 
ble falsehood,  and  every  man  in  the  convention  who 
voted  for  its  adoption,  gave  his  sanction  and  appro- 
val to  charges  which  he  must  have  known  to  be 
false.  What  pledge  made  by  me  to  my  constituents 
has  ever  been  forfeited  ? None;  and  I challenge 
the  utmost  scrutiny  of  my  enemies  to  show  that,  in 
a solitary  instance,  I have  not  redeemed  every  pledge 
made  by  me.  Did  I pledge  myself  to  the  support  of 
the  sub-treasury  scheme  ? Certainly  not;  for  every 
friend  of  the  administration,  as  I have  shown  in  my 
late  circular,  with  one  exception,  repudiated  this 
very  measure  in  1835;  and  I but  maintain  the  same 
position  now  that  I occupied  then.  The  fault  is  not 
that  I have  changed  my  ground,  but  that  I have  re- 
fused to  change,  and  support  a measure  which  re- 
ceived the  unqualified  condemnation  of  gen.  Jack- 
son,  during  his  administration,  and  which  was  pro- 
nounced, on  all  hands,  as  revolutionary  and  disor- 
ganizing, and  tending,  more  than  any  thing  that  had 
ever  been  proposed,  to  consolidation.  There  needs 
but  the  union  of  the  moneyed  power  of  this  govern- 
ment, with  the  power  of  the  executive,  already  too 
overgrown,  by  reason  of  the  immense  patronage  at- 
tached to  the  office,  to  render  the  president  more  po- 
tent than  any  sovereign  ofEurope;  and  it  is  strange, 
passing  strange,  that  these  watchful  guardians  of  t he 
people’s  rights,  those  pure  and  exclusive  patriots, 
who  can  discover  so  much  danger  in  a Bank  of  the 
United  States,  are  unable  to  perceive  the  slightest 
cause  of  alarm  in  making  the  executive  the  great 
national  banker,  and  thus  uniting,  in  their  own 
phrase  “the  aristocracy  of  wealth”  with  the  patron- 
age of  tlie  government  “against  the  democracy  of 
numbers.”  Of  so  fearful  a nature  do  I regard  the 
union  of  the  purse  with  the  government,  that  [ would 
suffer  martyrdom  sooner  than  lend  it  the  least  sup- 
port. 

The  people  may  instruct  me  to  do  so,  and  I will 
with  pleasure  resign  my  seat  lo  make  place  for  one 
more  obedient  to  executive  authority,  and  more  wil- 
ling to  sacrifice  iiis  country  in  his  blind  zeal  and 


bigotted  devotion  to  party,  but  I will  never,  never, 
abate  one  jot  or  tittle  in  my  opposition  to  a scheme 
fraught  with  so  much  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

I cannot  believe  that  my  constituents,  at  the  time 
they  elevated  me  to  my  present  station,  regarded  me 
as  a mere  machine,  to  be  propelled  or  acted  upon, 
only  by  the  will  of  the  executive  ; or  that  they  ex- 
pected me  to  support  every  measure  that  might  be 
recommended  by  that  officer,  whether  my  judgment 
approved  it  or  not.  If  they  did,  they  have  grossly 
mistaken  my  character;  for  I would  scorn  to  pur- 
chase their  favor  by  such  vile  subserviency,  or  hold 
office  by  a tenure  so  disgraceful.  Whenever  the 
representatives  of  the  people  are  required  to  yield 
implicit  obedience  to  executive  recommendations, 
then  the  congress  is  a useless  and  unnecessary  ap- 
pendage of  government,  and  the  president  alone  be- 
comes the  law-making  power.  To  public  opinion, 
when  properly  expressed,  I shall  always  yield  due 
deference  and  implicit  submission;  butj  have  too 
much  respect  lor  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  to  regard  the  acts  of  the  Peoria  convention 
as  emanations  of  popular  sentiment.  I thinklhave 
shown  that  in  voting  against  the  sub-treasury 
scheme  I have  violated  no  pledge,  and  had  the  con- 
vention specified  the  particular  instance  in  which  I 
had  done  so,  it  would  have  saved  me  the  trouble  of 
preparing  this  defence  of  my  votes. 

Did  I violate  any  pledge  given,  in  voting  against 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes?  Certainly  not;  for 
no  one  apprehended  that  the  government  would  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  that  measure — 
a measure  which  general  Jackson,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters to  the  Globe,  declared  to  be  unconstitutional. 
Did  I violate  any  given  pledge  in  voting  against  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, due  the  states  under  the  deposite  act?  It 
cannot  be  pretended,  lor  a recourse  to  this,  like  the 
last  mentionedmeasure,was  neveranticipated  ? The 
truth  is  I have  violated  no  pledge  ; and  1 appeal 
from  the  decision  of  a packed  and  corrupt  conven- 
tion, and  throw  myself  upon  the  country  at  large  for 
trial.  But  this  august  body  of  men,  after  having 
charged  me  with  a violation  of  pledges  given,  res- 
pectfully request  me  to  resign  my  seat.  1 know  of 
no  better  method  than  to  treat  this  request  with  silent 
and  sovereign  contempt.  I will  now  close  this  com- 
munication by  noticingone  otheract  ofthe  conven- 
tion, embraced  in  the  following  resolution  : — 

“ Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention, 
the  recent  appointment  of  H.  B.  Truettto  the  office 
of  register  of  the  land  office  at  Galena,  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  de- 
mocratic party  in  this  district,  and  that  his  standing 
is  such  as  to  require  of  us  a recommendation  to  the 
president  for  his  immediate  removal.” 

The  president  is  here  requested  to  remove  from 
office  a man  who  has  scarcely  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties  ; and  against  whom  not 
the  slightest  complaint  has  been  alleged. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  he  is  not  honest — that  he 
is  not  competent — that  he  is  not,  in  point  of  standing, 
at  least,  the  equal  of  any  one  ofthe  respectable  de- 
legates of  the  convention,  nor  is  it  even  asserted 
positively,  that  he  is  not  acceptable  to  a majority  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  Nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  he  is  at  all  deficient  in  that  indispensa- 
ble requisite  and  universal  passport  to  executive 
favor — devotion  to  the  administration.  For  he  has 
been,  and  still  is,  a warm  supporter  of  gen.  Jackson 
as  well  as  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  the  five  loaves 
and  two  small  fishes  are  desired  by  certain  followers 
ofthe  camp,  whose  impatience  and  ravenous  desire 
to  feed  at  the  public  expense,  cannot  longer  be  re- 
strained. I have  always  supposed  that  the  people 
felt  no  other  interest  in  having  an  office  filled,  than 
that  the  incumbent  should  discharge  its  duties  with 
fidelity  to  the  government  and  acceptably  to  them- 
selves, and  when  Mr.  Truett  ceases  to  do  one  or  the 
other,  it  will  then  be  time  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  effect  his  removal.  This  resolution,  more 
than  any  thing  else,  discloses  the  feelings  and  objects 
the  convention  really  had  in  view.  Under  the  cloak 
of  patriotism,  and  of  assembling  to  deliberate  upon 
matters  of  public  concern,  they  are  found  venting 
their  impotent  malice,  against  an  individual  whose 
only  offence  is,  that  he  has  obtained,  under  the  go- 
vernment, an  employment  which  was  sought  after 
by  some  of  themselves  ; and  if  the  people  can  war- 
rant this  assumption  of  powers  I am  much  mistaken. 
In  reflecting  upon  my  political  course,  which  has 
called  down  upon  me  the  bitter  denunciations  of 
some  of  the  newspapers,  pretending  to  be  democra- 
tic, it  is  a source  of  no  small  consolation  to  remem- 
ber that  my  stand  was  taken  against  the  sub-trea- 
sury at  a time  when  there  existed  a doubtful  state  of 
public  sentiment — when  it  was  not  known  that 
there  would  be  such  an  universal — such  an  over- 
^hel  ming,  simultaneous  rising  of  the  people  against 
it.  From  Maine  to  Mississippi  their  voice  has  gone 
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forth,  ringing  the  death  knell  of  this  daring  experi- 
ment, and  yet  it  is  again  pressed  upon  the  conside- 
ration of  congress.  Upon  the  course  that  the  exe- 
cutive has  thought  proper  to  pursue,  I make  no 
comment,  ancl  submit  the  matter  to  the  unbiassed 
judgment  of  the  people  themselves,  who  alone  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  the  supreme  arbiters  in  all  matters 
of  public  concern. 

Had  I consulted  my  individual  interests,  I should 
have  given  to  the  measure  my  support  at  the  called 
session.  I knew  the  fiery  ordeal  to  which  my  mo- 
tives would  be  subjected.  I knew  that  the  hireling 
presses  would  pour  their  filthy  abuse  upon  me.  I 
knew  that  men  dependent  upon  executive  favor  for 
daily  bread,  would  impugn  my  conduct,  and  endea- 
vor to  blast  my  reputation,  I fully  knew  the  fearful 
odds  I had  to  contend  against,  but  T did  not  hesitate, 
and  glorious  indeed  has  been  the  result. 

I stood  side  by  side  with  the  gallant  little  band 
who  were  determined  to  hazard  every  thing  for  the 
sacred  cau.=p  of  liberty — who  were  resolved,  at  all 
hazards,  to  stay  the  farther  progress  of  executive  en- 
croachments. We  fought,  we  triumphed,  and  the 
echo  of  the  approving  shout  of  multitudes  has 
scarcely  yet  died  away  upon  the  distant  shores  of 
the  Mississippi. 

It  is  glory  enough  for  me  not  to  have  served  un- 
der any  particular  chieftain,  but  to  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  a band  of  true  democrats,  who  at  one  of 
the  most  critical  and  tryingperiods  of  our  country’s 
history,  successfully  resisted  the  most  daring  attempt 
that  has  ever  been  made  to  consolidate  all  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  federal  government.  Scarcely  a 
day  passes  that  does  not  bring  from  my  immediate 
constituents,  the  more  than  welcome  plaudit  of  well 
done  good  and  faithful  servant. 

This,  indeed,  is  a reward  beyond  all  price,  and 
this  shall  animate  me  to  a steady  perseverance  in  the 
course  I have  marked  out  for  myself. 

I ask  as  an  act  of  justice,  without,  however,  much 
expectation  that  the  request  will  be  complied  with, 
that  those  papers  vyhich  have  published  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Peoria  convention,  also  insert  my  defence. 
The  people  will  then  be  enabled  to  determine  with 
what  degree  of  justice,  I am  charged  with  a viola- 
tion of  pledges,  made  prior  to  my  election. 

W.L.  MAY. 


GEN.  JACKSON’S  OPINIONS. 

From  the  Nashville  Banner. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  EX-PRESIDENT. 

The  statement  under  this  head  in  the  banner  of 
Tuesday  last,  was  communicated  to  the  associate 
editor  by  A.  M.  Hughes,  esq.  principal  clerk  of 
the  state  senate,  and  was  published,  in  substance, 
from  the  manuscript  communication  furnished  by 
Mr.  H.  The  paragraph  in  question  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  editorial  comment  in  the  Union,  and 
of  a letter  from  the  ex-president  himself,  to  the 
editor  of  that  paper. 

We  copy  this  moiningthe  letter  from  gen  Jack- 
son,  accompanied  by  the  reply  of  our  correspondent, 
and  the  statement  of  Wm.  H.  Johnson,  esq.  of 
Dresden,  a respectable  member  of  the  senate  of 
Tennessee. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Union: 

Sir:  A friend  in  Nashville  has  sent  me  the  Re- 
publican Banner  of  the  19th  instant,  in  which  is 
contained  the  following  statement : 

“The  president  and  ex-president.  The 
old  chief  of  the  Hermitage,  himself,  appears  to  have 
lost  all  hope  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  success  in  ‘ tread- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.’ 
An  intelligent  and  responsible  correspondent  com- 
municates the  fact,  that  on  his  recent  visit  to  Nash- 
ville, general  Jackson  remarked  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  administration  must  go  down;  that  he 
knew  that  so  soon  as  Mr.  V.  B.  called  congress 
together  in  September,  and  thereby  admitted  that 
he  might  possibly  be  wrong,  his  fate  was  sealed. 
If  he  had  refused  to  convene  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion, he  would  not  now  be  in  the  minority.  But, 
said  he,  although  the  president  must  go  down,  he 
will  fall  in  a glorious  cause.  We  do  not  pretend 
to  give  the  exact  words  said  to  have  been  used  on 
the  occasion  referred  to,  but  have  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  the  remarks.” 

This  is  one  of  the  many  fabrications  which  have 
been  made  and  circulated  by  those  who  control  this 
paper,  with  the  hope  of  prejudicing  my  character 
in  the  estimation  of  my  countrymen.  Neither  dur- 
ing my  late  visit  to  Nashville,  nor  on  any  other 
occasion,  have  I used  any  remarks  which  can  jus- 
tify such  a statement.  It  ascribes  to  me  opinions 
that  I never  held,  and  fears  that  I never  entertain- 
ed. I never  for  a moment  harbored  the  thought 
that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  would 
not  be  successful.  All  his  official  acts  manifest  his 
determination  to  conform  his  administration  to  thaf 
construction  of  the  constitution  which  ha3  ever  been 


claimed  and  sustained  by  the  republican  party. 
Thus  far  he  has  shown,  in  my  judgment,  that  he 
has  taken  principle  for  his  guide,  and  aims  at  no 
other  object  but  the  public  good.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  possible  that  I could  have  used  any  language 
respecting  him  which  could  create  a doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  one  as  to  my  confidence  in  his  future 
success. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I feel  called  upon  to  notice 
the  effusions  of  a press  which  has  been  so  generally 
characterized  by  a disregard  of  truth,  and  in  respect 
to  myself,  by  the  most  gross  calumny.  As  it  inti- 
mates, however,  in  this  instance,  that  it  has  the 
authority  of  a respectable  and  intelligent  correspon- 
dent, I have  felt  myself  warranted  in  making  this 
communication  on  the  subject,  in  order  that  the 
public  may  not  credit  the  misrepresentation  of  my 
feelings  and  views.  If  the  editors  themselves  are 
not  this  correspondent,  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
name  him,  and  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where, 
and  before  whom,  in  Nashville,  the  alleged  conver- 
sation was  held. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hermitage,  Dec.  21,  1837. 

Nashville,  Dec.  23,  1837. 

To  the  associate  editor  of  the  Republican  Banner  : 

Sir  : I see  published  in  the  Union  to-day,  a letter 
from  general  Jackson,  denying  having  -used  the 
language  ascribed  to  him  by  your  correspondent, 
published  in  your  paper  of  the  19th  instant,  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  present  administration,  and  calling 
upon  you  for  the  name  of  that  correspondent.  He 
shall  be  gratified.  I communicated  the  information 
to  you,  sir,  and,  did  so  on  the  authority  of  a gentle- 
man who  is  now  and  always  has  been  a Jackson 
man,  good  and  true,  and  he  is  now  a Van  Buren 
man.  He  is  not  now  in  this  place,  but  I have 
written  to  him  for  a statement  of  the  conversation  ; 
he  lives  about  140  miles  from  here  ; not  on  any  of 
the  stage  routes,  consequently  it  will  take  about 
two  weeks  for  a letter  to  reach  him  and  an  answer 
returned.  I informed  him  in  the  letter  I wrote  him, 
that  I would  wait  that  length  of  time  for  an  answer 
before  I would  give  his  name  up. 

The  gentleman  alluded  to,  stated  to  William  H. 
Johnson,  esq.  a senator  of  the  present  legislature, 
and  myself,  in  the  senate  chamber,  that  general 
Jackson  said  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  or  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself,  must  or 
would  go  down,  though  he  would  die  or  fall  in  a 
glorious  cause.  That  he  knew,  so  soon  as  Mr. 
Van  Buren  admitted  that  he  might  by  possibility 
be  wrong,  and  yielded  to  the  demands  or  solicita- 
tions made  upon  him,  and  convened  congress,  that 
he  would  fall.  This  is  the  substance,  if  not  the 
very  words  said  to  have  been  used  by  general 
Jackson. 

This  statement  was  made  to  the  writer  of  this  ar- 
ticle and  Esquire  Johnson.  He  did  not  say , nor  did 
the  correspondent  of  the  Banner  say,  that  gen. 
Jackson  had  lost  confidence  in  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  expressly  stated  that 
the  general  said  that  Mr.  V.  B.  “would  fall  in  a 
glorious  cause.” 

The  gentleman  who  made  the  statement  to  Esq. 
Johnson  and  myself  could  not  have  designed  it  as 
confidential,  for  he  did  not  so  intimate  it.  He 
knew,  too,  that  neither  of  us  was  ever  accused  of 
being  either  a Jackson  or  a Van  Buren  man.  I 
spoke  of  it  freely  to  many  persons,  and,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  gentleman  who  gave  me  the  in- 
formation, he  will  not  back  out  from  his  statement. 

If  this  should  turnout  to  be  a calumny  upon  gen. 
Jackson,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  did  not  originate 
with  the  editors  of  the  Republican  Banner,  or  with 
any  of  the  whigs.  But  I.  again  repeat,  knowing 
the  gentleman  as  I do,  I cannot — I will  not  believe 
that  he  will  let  even  the  name  and  word  of  gen. 
Andrew  Jackson  deter  him  from  boldly  speaking 
out. 

Below  is  the  statement  of  William  II.  Johnson, 
esq.,  which  fully  sustains  me  in  the  statement  I 
have  made. 

ARCHELA.US  M.  HUGHES. 

Statement  of  Wm.  H.  Johnson. 

Senate  chamber,  Nashville,  Dec.  23,  1837. 

I have  a distinct  recollection  of  hearing  a gentle- 
man, with  whom  I am  well  acquainted,  say  to  Mr. 
Hughes  and  myself,  in  the  senate  chamber  in  the 
early  part  of  this  month,  vvhat  gen.  Jackson  should 
have  stated  in  relation  to  the  fate  of  the  administra- 
tion. It  is  in  substance  the  same  as  that  stated  by 
Mr.  Hughes  to  have  been  said  by  him  upon  that 
subject. 

I further  state,  that  I know  the  gentleman  well, 
and  know  he  has  always  been  a warm  and  devoted 
friend  of  gen.  Jackson  and  the  measures  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  that  he  is  also  known  to  be  a Van 
Buren  man.  I know  that  he  lives  at  least  140  miles 


from  this  place,  and  that  there  is  no  stage  route 
running  to  where  he  lives,  and  that,  I believe,  it  will 
take  about  two  weeks  for  a letter  to  reach  him  and 
an  answer  be  returned. 

WILLIAM  H.  JOHNSON. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Advertiser  of  Jan.  2. 

SLANDER  REFUTED. 

“The  old  chief  of  the  Hermitage,  himself,  ap- 
pears to  have  lost  all  hope  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
success  in  ‘treading  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illus- 
trious predecessor.’  An  intelligent  and  responsi- 
ble correspondent  communicates  the  fact,  that  on 
his  recent  visit  to  Nashville,  general  Jackson  re- 
remaked,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration 
must  go  down ; that  he  knew  that  as  soon  as  Mr. 
Van  Buren  called  congress  together  in  September, 
and  thereby  admitted  that  he  might  possibly  be 
wrong,  his  fate  was  sealed;  if  he  had  refused  to 
convene  the  extraordinary  session,  he  would  not 
now  be  in  the  minority.  But,  said  he,  although 
the  president  must  go  down,  he  will  fall  in  a 
glorious  cause.  We  do  not  pretend  to  give  the 
exact  words  said  to  have  been  used  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  but  have  stated  the  substance  of  the 
remarks.” 

Having  seen  the  above  extract  from  a Nashville 
paper,  the  day  before  we  received  from  “the  old 
chief  of  the  Hermitage”  a letter  in  which  he  freely 
expresses  his  sentiments  on  the  measures  of  his 
successor  in  office,  and  those  sentiments  being  so 
very  different  from  those  attributed  to  him,  we  did 
suppose  that  its  publication  would  be  a conclusive 
refutation  of  what  we  had  no  doubt  was  a foul  slan- 
der, and  therefore  wrote  by  the  express  mail  to  gen- 
eral Jackson  for  liberty  to  publish  his  letter,  which 
would  show  to  the  world  that  he  entertained  no 
such  ideas  as  have  been  attributed  to  him  by  the 
calumniator,  whoever  he  may  be.  It  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  state  that  we  have  had  authority 
for  giving  the  letter  publicity;  and  as  well  in  con- 
futation of  the  above  slander,  as  for  the  importance 
of  the  noble  sentiments  it  contains  on  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
read  with  the  deepest  interest  by  every  honest  de- 
mocrat into  whose  hands  it  may  come. 

After  we  had  written  the  letter  to  the  Hermitage, 
as  above  stated,  we  saw  in  the  Republican  of  tile 
next  day  the  disavowal  of  the  general,  under  his 
own  signature,  of  his  having  expressed  any  such 
sentiments  as  contained  in  the  above  extract. 
This  we  would  have  republished  last  Saturday,  but 
waited  in  the  hope  that  we  w’ould  obtain  permission 
to  publish  what  we  conceived  would  have  been 
itself  a complete  refutation  of  the  slander,  in  order 
that  the  disavowal  and  its  corroboration  should 
appear  together.  Our  readers,  therefore,  have 
ail  together  in  the  paper  this  day,  which  we  have 
no  doubt  will  be  read  by  them  with  great  pleasure 
and  edification. 

As  further  corroboration  of  the  implicit  confi- 
dence placed  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  by 
general  Jackson,  we  give  here  a short  extract  from 
a letter  of  his,  dated  31st  August  last,  before  the 
meeting  of  congress  in  the  extra  session.  This  let- 
ter we  received  the  very  day  on  which  we  received 
the  president’s  message.  The  extract  is  in  these 
words:  “I  have  no  doubt  that  the  president's  message 
will  be  full  and  strong,  and  meet  the  wishes  of  all  his 
friends,  on  the  subject  of  the  entire  separation  of  the 
government  from  all  banks  as  a repository  of  the  public 
revenue.”  In  this  letter,  w hich  was  not  a short  one, 
there  was  not  a word  against  calling  the  extia  ses- 
sion of  congress,  or  expressive  of  any  doubt  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  would  not  be  fully  sustained  in  his 
measures  by  the  American  people. 

Hermitage,  Dec.  17,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  has 
been  for  some  days  before  me,  but  it  has  not  been 
in  my  power  to  reply  to  it  earlier  than  the  present 
moment. 

In  relation  to  the  aspect  of  public  affairs,  which  to 
some  of  our  friends  appears  unfavorable  to  the  hope 
of  effecting  an  early  separation  of  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury  from  the  agency  of  banks,  state 
and  national,  I see  nothing  thatshould  beget  despair, 
or  induce  us  to  retrace  our  steps  or  relax  our  exer- 
tions. The  recent  elections  in  New  York  manifest, 
it  is  true,  some  supineness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  heretofore  sustained  the  ascendancy  of  the  old 
Jeffersonian  principles;  but  they  expose  also  the 
real  objects  and  true  character  of  the  federal  party, 
which  is  ever  vigilant  to  seize  any  opportunity  that 
is  presented  for  the  recovery  of  the  ground  they 
lost  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  constitution, 
and  in  the  memorable  contest  of  ’98  and  1800. 
Such  an  opportunity  w'as  afforded  in  the  present 
crisis,  by  the  division  in  the  republican  ranks  re- 
specting the  means  which  should  be  immediately 
adopted  to  increase  the  metallic  basis  of  our  circu- 
lating medium,  and  place  the  government  money, 
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or  rattier  the  money  of  the  people,  in  a state  of  pro- 
per security.  If  this  division  has  thus  cost  a defeat, 
may  we  not  hope  that  it  is  but  temporary,  and  that 
it  will  bring  us  again,  as  it  has  always  done  before, 
a solid  and  lasting  victory — a victory  which  will  be 
the  result  of  enlightened  co-operation  and  concert 
on  the  part  of  all  true  republicans,  sacrificing  all 
minor  differences,  and  rallying  as  one  man  to  the 
defence  of  the  great  principles  which  it  is  the  design 
of  the  common  enemy,  the  federal  party,  to  over- 
throw. 

I participate  with  you  in  the  regret  expressed  at 
the  attitude  occupied  by  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Ritchie 
in  the  present  contest.  None  of  us,  however,  doubt 
their  good  intentions,  and  I feel  confident  that  they 
will  soon  see  that  nothing  good  is  to  be  attained  by 
a further  struggle  for  the  restoration  of  tile  connec- 
tion between  the  banks  and  the  treasury.  After 
the  treachery  of  the  banks  to  the  government,  it 
will  be  vain  to  suppose  that  the  people  can  ever  be 
induced  to  acquiesce  in  their  employment  again  as 
public  depositories.  What  security  can  we  have 
that  they  will  not  always  suspend  payment  when 
those  who  control  and  make  money  out  of  them, 
will  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so?  Let  it  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  recent  suspension  occurred  at  a 
time  of  profound  peace  with  all  foreign  nations, 
when  our  exhaustless  resources  were  all  in  success- 
ful operation,  and  then  let  us  consider  what  would 
have  been  the  consequence  if  such  an  event  had 
happened  in  a critical  state  of  war.  The  banks,  in 
such  an  exigency,  would  have  held  the  sinews  of 
war,  without  responsibility  to  the  general  govern- 
ment. Managed  as  they  now  are  by  those  who  use 
them  as  instruments  of  profit,  they  would  have  been 
unable,  even  if  willing,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
public  necessity.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  people  can  acquiesce  in  the  idea  of  trusting  the 
public  defence  to  such  corporations?  Rest  assured 
they  never  will,  and  those  who  are  so  unfortunate 
as  to  entertain  that  idea,  will  find  that  all  their  at- 
tempts to  give  effect  to  it  are  of  no  avail,  except  to 
aid  the  party  which  is  anxious  to  defeat  the  repub- 
lican will. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  separation  of  bank  arid 
state  was  supposed  to  have  been  accomplished  by 
the  federal  constitution  as  it  now  reads.  The 
union  of  the  two  at  the  close  of  the  revolution  was  as 
odious  as  that  of  church  and  state,  and  such  will 
now  be  found  to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  great  bodj' 
of  the  American  people,  whenever  the  question  is 
fairly  submitted  to  their  judgment. 

I am  aware  that  the  confidence  I reposed  in  the 
state  banks  when  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
determined  upon,  is  used  to  justify  not  only  the  re- 
union of  the  banks  and  the  treasury,  but  also  as  an 
argument  against  the  consistency  of  those  who,  like 
Mr.  Van  Ruren,  sustained  that  act  of  my  adminis- 
tration. I admit  that  this  confidence  existed,  and 
had  some  influence  on  the  considerations  which 
prompted  me  to  resort  to  them  at  that  time  as  a sub- 
stitute for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  When 
this  latter  institution  took  the  political  field,  and 
avowed  the  insulting  right  to  expend  the  public 
money  in  disseminating  its  anathemas  against  the 
general  government,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  seek 
for  a substitute  for  such  an  institution  in  the  state 
banks.  These  banks  were  in  operation,  and,  if  pru- 
dently managed,  would  safely  have  filled  the  vacuum 
occasioned  by  the  winding  up  of  the  United  States 
bank,  without  producing  any  serious  change  in  the 
commercial  or  business  operations  of  the'country. 
They  could  not  at  least  do  worse  than  the  United 
States  bank  had  done,  and  it  was  but  charitable  to 
indulge  the  hope  that  they  would  do  better.  But 
was  this  confidence  well  founded,  and  whose  fault 
is  it  that  it  was  not?  Let  their  treachery  to  the 
government  and  the  people  ari3wer.  Every  day 
that  the  directors  of  these  banks  met  at  their  boards, 
they  knew  their  liabilities,  and  their  assets  to  meet 
them.  They  were  repeatedly  and  earnestly  cau- 
tioned by  the  treasury  department  not  to  over-issue; 
their  charters  prohibited  it;  their  solemn  obliga- 
tions to  the  government  and  people,  and  every  prin- 
ciple of  moral  honesty,  forbade  it.  Still,  in  open 
violation  of  all  obligation,  they  suspended  specie 
payments  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  robbed  the 
treasury  of  many  millions  of  money,  and  cried  out 
at  the  same  time  that  the  treasury  was  bankrupt. 

But  aware  that  the  administration  cannot  be  in- 
jured by  the  charge  that  confidence  was  once  repos- 
ed in  the  state  banks,  the  raw-head-and-bloody- 
bones  of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  is  conjured  up  for  political  effect.  There 
are  none  who  resort  to  this  humbug,  who  believe 
that  the  danger  exists  which  they  so  clamorously 
deprecate.  Their  only  wish  is  to  delude  the  peo- 
ple and  obtain  their  sanction  to  the  domination  of 
banks  and  their  irresponsible  paper  issues.  They 
know  that  congress  is  vested  with  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes — to  raise  armies,  of  which  the 


president  is  charged  with  the  direction  and  with 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws — that  by  law  all  mo- 
ney appropriated  is  speedily  applied  to  the  objects 
of  its  appropriation,  and  one  cent  cannot  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  but  in  pursuance  of  law  and  on 
the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  coun- 
tersigned by  the  treasurer  and  1st  comptroller — 
that  the  president  is  bound  by  solemn  oath  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed;  and  that  to  every  con- 
gress the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  bound  to  make 
an  expose  of  all  the  disbursements,  which  is  exam- 
ined by  congress — that  the  president  lor  failure  of 
duty  is  liable  to  impeachment.  Away,  then,  with 
this  raw-head-and-bloody-bones.  It  is  only  a de- 
vice to  continue  the  usage  of  taxing  the  people  for 
the  benefit  of  banks,  an  effort  to  take  the  public 
revenue  out  of  the  hands  of  responsible,  to  put  it 
into  those  of  irresponsible  agents,  who  will  use  it  to 
encourage  over- issues  of  paper  money,  and  thus 
expose  the  government  and  people  perpetually  to 
the  injuries  we  are  now  experiencing  from  the 
want  of  a stable  currency. 

If  the  revenue  is  received  in  gold  and  silver,  it 
will  force  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments, 
keep  them  within  the  bounds  of  just  banking  prin- 
ciples, give  the  people  a metallic  currency  or  its 
fair  equivalent,  and  put  an  end  to  the  over-trading 
and  wild  speculations  which  have  been  so  long  the 
bane  erf  our  country.  Is  it  not,  then,  our  duty  to 
rally  round  such  a measure,  and  are  we  not 
wrong  in  doubting  the  disposition  of  the  people  to 
sustain  what  is  so  manifestly  their  interest  and  wel- 
fare? 

In  separating  the  government  from  the  banks, 
we  secure  to  labor  its  fair  reward  in  an  undeviat- 
ing tender  of  value,  every  honest  pursuit  is  pro- 
moted, the  government  is  relieved  from  the  politi- 
cal influence  of  the  money  power,  legislation  is  pu- 
rified, and  the  republican  feelings  of  our  citizens 
are  cherished.  The  mint,  for  the  support  of  which 
the  people  are  taxed,  will  then  be  employed  in  its 
proper  office,  that  of  coining  the  metals,  which,  in 
exchange  for  our  profitable  commodities,  will  steadi- 
ly flow  into  our  land. 

On  this  subject,  sir,  I acknowledge  that  I feel 
the  deepest  interest,  as  I am  persuaded  it  is  preg- 
nant with  consequences  of  the  highest  importance 
to  our  beloved  country.  If  we  are  not  now  able  to 
occupy  the  ground  prepared  by  those  who  framed 
the  constitution  in  respect  to  the  influence  of  banks 
and  moneyed  associations,  I fear  its  recovery  here- 
after will  cost  the  people  difficulties  and  disasters, 
compared  to  which  those  that  have  been  occasion- 
ed by  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  payments 
will  be  considered  as  nothing.  The  idea  that  in  the 
event  of  war,  if  the  banks  are  again  employed  as 
public  depositories,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  stop 
payment,  and  thus  deprive  the  nation  of  its  means 
of  credit  and  support,  is  sufficient,  in  my  judgment, 
to  enlist  the  ardor  of  every  patriot  on  the  side  of 
those  who  will  refuse  to  commit  so  great  a trust  to 
any  moneyed  institution.  All  experience  tells  us  that 
money  is  the  sinew  of  war,  and  that  no  nation  can 
long  be  free  and  independent  which  places  this  ele- 
ment of  its  power  in  hands  that  are  irrespohsible 
in  their  very  nature.  Such  would  be  our  situation 
if  the  banks,  as  at  present  organized,  retain  the 
public  money.  They  could  much  more  easily  in 
w’ar  than  in  peace  find  an  excuse  for  refusing  pay- 
ment and  violating  their  pledges  to  the  government; 
and  all  who  are  conversant  with  history  must  be 
aware  that  there  are  exigencies  from  which  we  are 
not  exempt  in  a state  of  war,  when  the  bankruptcy 
of  our  government  would  force  it  to  make  a disho- 
norable peace,  if  it  did  not  compel  its  submission  to 
a foreign  yoke.  Looking  at  the  subject  in  this  light, 

I indulge  the  hope  that  all  true  republicans  will 
discard  the  idea  of  our  again  trusting  the  public 
money  to  banks.  The  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  exposes  us  to  no  hazard.  On  the  contrary, 
if  adopted,  it  will  simplify  the  operations  of  our 
revenue,  purify  legislation  by  removing  from  it  the 
corrupting  influence  of  money,  and  ensure  peace, 
harmony  and  prosperity  to  all  the  great  and  diver- 
sified interests  of  our  country. 

Excuse  the  haste  in  which  I have  been  compel- 
led to  throw  together  these  ideas.  They  are  but 
an  outline  of  the  general  view’s  which  belong  to 
the  subject;  yet  short  and  imperfect  as  it  is,  I feel 
that  it  has  required  quite  as  much  labor  as  my  in- 
firm health  enables  me  to  bestow  upon  it. 

Thanking  you  for  yoirr  friendly  solicitude  for  my 
personal  welfare,  I remain,  yours,  truly, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Moses  Dawson,  esq. 


THE  HON.  MR.  ATHERTON’S  LETTER. 
To  the  editor  of  the  N.  H.  Patriot : 

I wish,  through  the  columns  of  your  paper  and 
those  of  the  other  democratic  journals  of  our  state, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  ray  fellow-citizens  of  New 


Hampshire  to  a subject  which,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, I cannot  but  think  they  will  not  only 
excuse  me  for  noticing,  but  on  which  they  will  be 
of  opinion  that  respect  both  to  them  and  to  myself 
forbids  me  to  be  silent.  The  honorable  Richard 
Fletcher,  a representative  in  congress,  from  the 
city  of  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  was, 
during  the  late  extra  session,  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  of  w hich  committee  I 
was  also  a member.  In  November  last,  previous 
to  the  election  in  Massachusetts,  he  delivered  a 
speech  in  Faneuil  Hall  which,  as  printed,  is  filled 
with  the  most  violent  abuse  of  the  administra- 
tion, principally  founded  on  disclosures  which  he 
pretends  to  make  concerning  doings  of  the  commit- 
tefc  of  ways  and  means.  That  speech  has  been  pub- 
lished in  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  opposition  newspa- 
pers in  New  Hampshire,  and  it  is  deemed  by  the  fed- 
eralists of  Boston  so  admirably  calculated  to  serve 
their  benevolent  purpose  of  enlightening  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  granite  state,  that  they  are  said  to 
have  caused  large  quantities  to  be  circulated  there 
in  pamphlet  form.  It  is  true  that,  since  1 had  pie- 
ared  most  of  this  communication,  Mr.  Fletcher 
as  been  obliged  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  disavow  the  printed  speech,  and  to 
say  that  the  report  of  the  speech  uas  made  without 
authority  from  him.  But  he  had  seen  the  speech  as 
printed  and  he  permitted  it  to  go  forth  under  the 
sanction  of  his  name.  He,  in  fact,  by  this,  adopted 
it  as  his  own.  The  speech  contains  imputations 
on  the  official  conduct  of  all  his  associates  on  the 
committee  except  one,  and  as  Mr.  Fletcher’s  con- 
stituents have  taken  the  trouble  to  circulate  these 
charges  among  my  own  constituents  who  have 
honored  me  with  their  confidence,  and  to  whom  I 
shall  ever  delight  to  be  responsible  for  my  acts  as 
their  representative,  I shall  be  excused  for  treating 
this  matter  in  plain  language.  Those  members  of 
the  committee,  whose  conduct  has  been  called  in 
question,  who  had,  at  the  time,  arrived  at  Washing- 
ton, inserted  in  the  Globe,  a statement,  which  I 
herewith  transmit  and  request  you  to  insert  in 
your  columns,  above  this  communication.  From 
that  statement  the  nature  of  the  charges  made  in 
the  speech,  and  their  entire  groundlessness  may  be 
seen. 

The  charges  extracted  in  the  statement  referred 
to,  are  made  so  solemnly — under  circumstances 
which  render  such  assertions  so  utterly  base,  if  un- 
founded in  the  least  particular — they  are  so  studi- 
ously introduced  by  an  affection  of  moderation  and 
sincerity,  that  when  their  reckless  and  audacious 
falsehood  is  known,  they  strike  one  with  wonder 
as  something  stupendous.  With  those  who  esti- 
mate greatness  in  proportion  to  success  in  evil,  and 
with  whom  a robber  on  a large  scale  is  a hero, 
while  he  who  only  takes  a purse  is  a rogue,  they 
might  perhaps  rise  to  the  character  of  sublimity. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  additional  venom  to 
the  attacks  which  follow’ — at  the  commencement 
of  the  speech  there  is  a pretence  set  up  that  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  elected  in  some  sort  as  a no-party 
man,  as  if  he  could  have  been  elected  to  represent 
the  city  of  Boston  had  his  enmity  to  a democratic 
administration  been  doubtful!  An  instance  of  the 
extreme  mildness  and  sincerity  displayed  fn  this 
production  may  be  mentioned.  In  alluding  to  the 
opinions  of  the  president,  expressed  in  his  message 
on  the  causes  of  the  late  pecuniary  embarrassments 
— opinions  which  the  president  had  a right  to  en- 
tertain and  express,  and  in  which  probably  a large 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  coincide 
— the  following  language  is  used: — 

“I  seek  not  to  stir  up  party  feelings,  I wish  for 
cool  discussion,  and  I appeal  to  every  one  to  say  de- 
liberately with  what  sincerity  we  can  rely  on  the 
statement  of  an  executive  which  indulges  itself  in 
falsehoods  like  these?”  Here  is  a specimen  of 
candor!  This  is  the  manner  in  which,  for  a mere 
expression  of  opinion,  the  chief  magistrate,  elected 
by  the  suffrages  of  the  freemen  of  this  nation,  is 
insulted! 

One  principal  object  of  the  speech  seems  to  be 
to  raise  an  alarm  about  executive  dictation.  If  Mr. 
Fletcher  means  to  assert  as  a wonderful  and  un- 
heard of  thing  that  a secretary  of  the  treasury 
should  furnish  drafts  of  bills  in  accordance  with 
measures  recommended  in  his  report,  he  displayed 
only  his  want  of  information,  or  an  intention  to’de- 
ceive.  It  would  be  much  more  wonderful  and  un- 
heard of  if  the  secretary  did  not  do  it.  It  has  been 
the  practice  of  all  heads  of  departments  since  the 
foundation  of  the  government  to  do  this.  There 
are  certain  committees,  the  duties  of  which  have 
an  intimate  connexion  with  the  business  of  certain 
departments.  The  committee  on  foreign  relations 
has  this  connexion  with  the  department  of  state — 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  with  the  war  de- 
partment— the  committee  on  naval  affairs  with  the 
navy  department,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and 
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means  with  the  treasury  department.  The  depart- 
ments are  daily  called  on  by  resolution,  for  informa- 
tion, by  the  different  houses  of  congress.  The  heads 
of  departments  are  able  to  give  information  and  de- 
tails indispensable  to  committees  as  to  measures 
connected  with  the  departments.  For  a chairman 
of  a committee  to  neglect  to  consult  with  a depart- 
ment, or  for  a committee  to  undertake  to  frame  the 
details  of  a bill  concerning  the  affairs  in  charge  of 
a department,  without  such  consultation,  would  be 
gross  omission  of  duty. 

The  message  of  the  president  and  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  recommended  certain 
measures  which  had,  in  their  opinion,  become  ne- 
cessary in  the  existing  state  of  the  country.  It  was 
tbeir  duty  thus  to  do.  Their  positions  and  argu- 
ments had  been  examined  by  the  members  of  the 
committee,  and  each  had,  doubtless,  formed  his  own 
opinion  of  their  propriety.  Is  it  to  be  considered 
as  executive  dictation  that  the  president  recom- 
mended certain  measures  in  his  message?  As  a full 
answer  to  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  imagine  how 
many  charges  would  have  been  heard  of  non-com- 
mittal and  low  cunning,  if  the  president  had  pur- 
sued a contrary  course,  and  shrunk  from  a manly 
performance  of  his  duty. 

But  it  should  be  confessed  that  the  charge  in  the 
speech  seems  to  be  not  only  that  the  committee  re- 
ceived every  bill  ready  drawn  but  that  they  report- 
ed them  without  examination  to  the  house,  and  it 
amounts  to  no  less  than  an  imputation  on  a majo- 
rity of  the  committee  of  utter  inattention,  and  ne- 
glect of  their  duty.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York, 
Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia, 
and  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  were  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  came  into  the  house  in  1S2I, 
and  has  continued  a member  ever  since,  this  being 
his  seventeenth  regular  session.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  1822, 
1823  and  1824 — in  1825  and  1S26  of  the  committee 
of  commerce,  and  in  1826,  1827,  1828,  1S29,1830, 
1831  and  1832,  chairman  of  that  committee.  In 
1S33  and  1834  he  was  again  on  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  in  1835  and  1S36  chairman 
of  that  committee.  In  the  session  of  1S34  he  was 
also  elected  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  Mr.  Wayne  having  resigned.  Mr.  McKim 
has  been  a member  of  the  house  for  the  sessions  of 
1822,  1823  and  1S24— 1833,  1S34,  1835  and  1836, 
and  all  this  time,  except  his  first  session,  on  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr.  Hamer  has 
been  in  congress  four  regular  sessions,  and  has 
been  once  on  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  and 
twice  on  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs.  Mr. 
Ow'ens  has  been  in  congress  tw’o  regular  sessions, 
during  both  of  which  he  was  on  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  Mr.  Jones  has  also  been  in  con- 
gress two  regular  sessions  and  his  high  character 
is  well  known  to  the  public.  Mr.  Rhett  is  well 
known  to  be  a gentleman  of  high  talents,  and  dis- 
tinction in  his  own  state,  although  he  has  never  be- 
fore been  in  congress.  I am  not  aware  that  Mr. 
Fletcher  has  ever  before  been  a member  of  any  le- 
gislative body;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  he 
should  undertake,  at  once,  to  condemn  such  men  as 
those  I have  named  for  negligence  or  incapacity, 
or  for  ignorance  as  to  how  the  business  of  commit- 
tees should  be  transacted  ! 

What  word3  are  sufficiently  strong  to  character- 
ize the  conduct  of  a person  who  being  associated 
with  gentlemen  on  a committee,  who  treat  him  in 
the  most  courteous  manner,  finds  no  fault  openly 
with  any  part  of  their  manner  of  proceeding,  desires 
no  explanation  of  what  he  considers  wrong;  but,  af- 
terwards, makes  an  attack  on  their  conduct  of 
which  he,  at  the  time,  and  in  their  presence,  made 
no  complaint;  and  who  thus,  in  their  absence,  stabs, 
with  coward  hand,  at  their  reputations!  More  espe- 
cially, what  language  can  characterize  such  con- 
duct, when  there  is  not  a shadow  of  foundation  tor 
any  of  the  assertions,  made,  or  at  least  adopted  by 
him.  Mr.  Fletcher  himself  voted  to  report  to  the 
house,  nearly  all,  if  not  all, 'the  bills  reported  by  the 
committee,  except  the  bill  commonly  called  the  di- 
vorce bill.  On  this  he  did  not  suggest  any  desire 
for  further  examination.  How  does  he  dare  to 
blame  others  for  voting  that  a bill  be  reported  to 
the  house  when  he  himself  was  prepared  to  do  it, 
and  did  do  it?  He  voted,  without  reserve,  for  the 
bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  He  sug- 
gested before  the  committee,  no  doubts  as  to  its 
constitutionality.  He  opposed  it  in  the  house  on  the 
ground  of  unconstitutionality.  The  speech  says  that 
the  bills  laid  before  the  committee  were  adopted  by 
them  without  examination.  It  is  not  true.  The 
bills  were  examined  in  the  most  laborious  and  tho- 
rough manner.  They  were  examined  section  by 
section,  and  the  sense  of  the  committee  was  taken 
on  each  clause.  They  were  discussed  both  as  to 


their  principles  and  details;  and  amendments,  both 
of  form  and  substance,  were  proposed  and  rejected 
or  adopted.  Mr.  Fletcher  himself  participated  in 
the  discussions. 

It  will  occur  to  every  reasonable  mind  that  Mr. 
Fletcher’s  charges  relating  to  the  resolution  “that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a national  bank,”  must 
have  drawn  largely  on  the  credulity  even  of  his 
audience.  Concerning  this  resolution,  of  one  line 
he  says  “no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  it  came 
down  from  the  executive  in  the  precise  form  in 
which  it  passed!”  To  ask  any  one  to  believe  such 
a statement,  displayed  no  little  courage.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  resolution  was  not  drawn  at  all  until  the 
committee,  had  directed  their  chairman  to  report 
such  an  one.  It  was  then  drawn  by  the  chairman 
in  presence  of  the  committee,  and  is  now  on  the 
files  of  the  house  in  his  hand  writing.  The  senate 
also  adopted  a resolution  founded  on  the  memorials 
presented,  in  that  body,  on  the  subject  of  a national 
bank.  It  was  expressed  thus:  “Resolved,  that  the 
irayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted.” 
Perhaps  Mr.  Fletcher  can  inform  the  public  whe- 
ther ihis  also  “came  down  from  the  executive  in 
the  precise  form  in  which  it  passed.” 

Another  ground  of  complaint  by  Mr.  Fletcher  is, 
that  the  petitions  and  memorials  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank  were  notread  in  the  committee.  Mr. 
Fletcher  did  not  call  for  the  reading  of  any  of  the 
petitions.  It  was  not  only  his  right,  but  his  duty  to 
do  so,  if  he  thought  their  reading  material.  If  the 
individuals  of  a majority  of  the  committee,  whose 
convictions  and  those  of  their  constituents  are 
against  the  propriety  of  such  an  institution,  were 
censurable  for  not  calling  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morials, how  much  more  censurable  was  Mr. 
Fletcher,  to  whom  the  petitioners  had  a right  to 
look  as  friendly  to  their  object,  and  in  whom  they 
might  reasonably  have  expected  to  find  an  ardent 
advocate  of  what  they  deemed  their  interests. 
But  the  truth  is,  no  one  was  censurable.  The 
memorials  were  nearly  all  exactly  similar,  and 
had  been  printed  over  and  over  again,  and  laid  on 
the  tables  of  all  the  members  of  the  house.  These 
memorials,  as  well  as  the  arguments  both  for  and 
against  such  an  institution,  which  have  been  so 
often  repeated,  were  familiar  to  the  minds  of  all.  I 
do  not  recollect  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  about  whose  dictation  so  much  is 
charged,  was  even  read  in  the  committee.  It  had 
been  printed  for  the  members  of  the  house  and  was 
read  elsewhere,  and  the  members  of  the  committee 
had  in  their  recollection  its  positions  and  recom- 
mendations. Why  not  abuse  the  committee  for 
their  neglect  in  not  reading  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary? There  w'ere  also  sundry  memorials  on  the 
table  of  the  committee  remonstrating  against  the 
establishment  of  a national  bank.  As  Mr.  Fletcher 
seems  to  suppose  it  the  especial  duty  of  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  to 
call  for  the  reading  of  their  memorials,  it  may,  with 
propriety,  be  asked  why  he  did  not  require  that 
these  memorials  against  a bank  should  be  read. 

Mr.  Fletcher  says  that  the  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bank  was  introduced  by  the  chairman 
without  preference  or  explanation.  It  is  not  true, 
— as  is  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement  in  the 
Globe.  He  says  that  “the  resolution  was  sent  in, 
and  by  the  help  of  the  previous  question  forced 
through  the  house.”  If  this  is  meant  as  an  intima- 
tion that  there  was  no  discussion — it  is  not  true. 
Mr.  Sergeant  of  Pennsylvania,  occupied  several 
mornings  in  Winging  forward,  with  his  wonted 
ability,  the  usual  arguments  in  favor  of  a bank.  It 
is  surely  not  for  the  friends  of  a bank  to  complain 
because  the  democratic  party  in  the  house,  being 
reluctant  to  consume  time,  and  knowing  that  the 
arguments  on  both  sides  were  familiar  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  were  willing  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  without  any  reply  to  Mr.  Sergeant’s  speech. 

After  all  the  above  disclosures  of  the  real  facts 
of  the  case,  how  does  this  accuser  appear,  who, 
on  such  grounds,  unblushingly,  charges  the  execu- 
tive with  an  interference  on  this  occasion  with  the 
right  of  petition! 

It  may  be  well  to  recapitulate  shortly,  some  of  the 
misrepresentations  contained  in  Mr.  Fletcher’s 
speech  as  printed  and  circulated.  The  speech  says 
that  the  bills  acted  on  by  the  committee  were  brought 
there  by  the  chairman  from  the  executive.  It  is  not 
true.  Most  if  not  all  of  the  bills  acted  on  by  the 
committee  had.been  first  matured  by  the  committee 
on  finance  of  the  senate.  The  speech  says  tkat  the 
chairman  stepped  up  to  the  white  house  to  obtain  the 
bills.  It  is  not  true.  The  chairman  avers  that 
he  never  once  consulted' with  Ihe  president  on  any 
measure  before  the  committee,  nor  did  he  ever  re- 
ceive any  bill,  nor  any  part  of  any  bill  from  him. 
The  speech  says,  ihe  bills  laid  before  the  committee 
were  adopted  and  reported  by  them  uithovi  examina- 
tion. It  is  not  true,  Mr.  Fletcher  knew  that 


they  were  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined,  sec- 
tion by  section,  and  clause  by  clause,  and  discussed 
both  as  to  their  principles  and  details.  The  speech 
intimates  that  the  bills  were  reported  to  the  house 
word  for  word,  letter  for  letter,  and  comma  for  com- 
ma, as  laid  before  the  committee.  He  knew  that 
various  amendments  both  of  form  and  substance 
were  proposed  and  discussed,  some  of  which  were 
rejected  and  some  adopted.  The  speech  says,  that 
the  executive  majority  in  ihe  house  passed  each  bill 
forthwith  just  as  it  came  from  their  masters  at  the 
white  house.  The  bills  acted  on  by  the  committee 
were  not  even  those  drafts  made  at  the  treasury 
department,  and  he  knew  that  the  bills  were  not 
reported  in  the  form  as  laid  before  the  committee 
by  their  chairman.  The  speech  says,  that  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a nation- 
al bank  came  down  from  the  executive  in  ihe  very 
form  in  which  it  passed.  He  knew  it  did  not  come 
down  from  the  executive  at  all,  for  he  knew  that 
the  very  first  time  the  subject  of  a bank  was  intro- 
duced in  the  committee  a discussion  took  place  as 
to  the  form  in  which  a resolution  should  be  drawn. 
The  speech  says,  that  on  the  last  day  but  one  on 
which  the  committeesat,  the  chairman  without  pre- 
face or  explanation  introduced  the  above  resolution. 
He  knew  that  the  subject  had  been  poe-tponed 
twice,  one  of  the  times,  if  not  both,  ai  his  own  re- 
quest. He  knew  that  the  time  had  been  fixed  days 
beforehand  when  the  subject  should  be  finally  dis- 
posed of.  Of  a truth,  if  it  be  a gratification  to  Mr. 
Fletcher  “to  indulge  himself  in  falsehoods  like 
these,”  and  he  uttered  these  charges — it  must  be 
admitted  that  he  has  not  exercised,  to  a very  great 
extent,  the  virtue  of  self-denial. 

The  charges  made  against  the  executive  and 
against  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  are  thus 
seen  to  be  utterly  and  entirely  unfounded.  They 
ARE  FALSE  IN  GROSS  AND  FALSE  IN  DETAIL. 

They  are  false  in  the  letter  and  false 
in  the  spirit.  His  speech  presents  an  admira- 
ble specimen  of  the  nature  of  the  attacks  rniide  on 
an  executive  selected  by  the  people  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  right  of  suffrage.  Here  is  a person 
who,  having  been  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives during  the  extra  session,  has  espied  all 
in  his  power  of  corruption  and  misrule.  He  re- 
turns to  delight  his  constituents  by  pouring  into 
tbeir  ready  ears  all  his  tremendous  discoveries, 
which  ate  to  shake  the  administration  to  its  fall. 
What  charge  has  he  been  able  to  produce?  only 
such  sheer  and  pitiful  fabrications  as  those!  Take 
them  away,  and  the  whole  speech  “melts  into  thin 
air.”  These  charges  are  proved  thus  false,  not 
only  by  the  testimony  of  men  whose  characters  for 
veracity  no  breath  of  slander  ever  dared  assail,  but 
also  by  written  records  on  the  files  of  the  house, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Such,  then,  be  it  known  to  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire,  are  the  means  relied  upon  for 
success  with  them  at  the  ensuing  election.  Such 
are  the  fabrications  which  are  caused  to  be 
circulated  by  the  federalists  of  Boston  far  and  W'ide 
among  them,  to  enlighten  their  minds — to  convince 
them  that  it  is  better  to  be  governed  by  a huge  and 
irresponsible  moneyed  monopoly,  or  by  a combina- 
tion of  moneyed  corporations,  than  by  the  popular 
will — and  to  satisfy  them  that  they  have  every  thing 
to  fear  from  a democratic  president  of  their  own 
choice,  but  nothing  to  fear  from  those  who  belong 
to  the  party  of  that  man  who  said  that  “popular  gov- 
ernments must  be  overturned.”  Such  are  the 
fabrications  relied  upon  to  induce  the  voters  of 
New  Hampshire  to  pronounce  by  their  suffrages 
that  the  leading  editor  of  the  opposilion  in  Massa- 
chusetts—the  same  one  who  ridiculed  the  “huge 
paws”  of  the  fanners,  is  correct,  when  he  calls  the 
president,  to  whom,  a year  since,  New  Hampshire 
<rave  her  suffrages,  “the  profligate  president  of  the 
United  States,”  and  when  he  terms  general  Jack- 
son  “a  brutal-minded  and  unprincipled  chief.” 

Such  the  fabrications  relied  upon  to  induce 
them  to  declare  at  the  polls,  that  the  veto  on  the 
bank  and.  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  measures., 
w hich  a majority  ofthe  people  of  t!ie  United  States 
and  New  Hampshire  have  solemnly  approved,  de- 
monstrate that  gen.  Jackson  was  a ferocious  tyrant, 
and  are  the  causes  of  all  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments which  have  pervaded  not  only  this  country, 
but  also  England,  and  even  China.  Such  the  fab- 
rications relied  on  to  induce  them  to  reprobate 
the  democratic  doctrines  and  measures  they  have 
so  long  anil  so  nobly  upheld — to  repudiate  the  men 
whom  they  have  trusted — and,  with  sorrow  and 
contrition  for  their  past  offences,  to  cast  the  image 
of  freedom,  soiled  and  broken  at  their  bands,  as  a 
peace-offering,  into  the  lap  of  federal  Massachu- 
setts, who  eagerly  waits  the  profanation.  Such 
the  fabrications  relied  upon  to  induce  them  to 
bring  reproach  on  their  own  independence  and  on 
their  own  intelligence,  and  afford  the  enemies  of 
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free  governments  a triumph  in  being  able  to  cast 
doubts  on  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  understand 
their  own  rights  and  their  own  interests. 

Before  1 conclude,  I cannot  forbear  remarking, 
that  I think  too  highly  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  New  Hampshire  to  believe  that  such 
statements  as  those  contained  in  Mr.  Fletcher’s 
speech  could  gain  much  credit,  though  uncontra- 
dicted, even  with  any  political  party.  But  I thought 
it  due  to  myself,  and  especially  to  those  who  have 
honored  me  with  their  suffrages,  to  make  the  above 
remarks.  I cannot  but  hope  that  those  opposition 
papers  which  have  published  Mr. Fletcher’s  speech 
will,  as  an  act  of  justice,  publish,  at  least,  the  above 
extract  from  the  Globe  correcting  his  mis-state- 
ments. With  respect,  yours, 

C.  G.  ATHERTON. 

Washington  city,  Dec.  14,  1S37. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  DUNCAN,  OF  OHIO, 
In  the  house  of  representatives,  Dec.  IS,  1S37 — - On 

the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Haynes  of  Georgia, 

which  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  finances,  and  every  thing  con- 
nected therewith;  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  every  thing  connected  therewith  ; and 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ; 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  it  was  not  his  wish  to  detain 
the  committee;  he  merely  wished  to  correct  some 
errors  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Reed,)  had  fallen  into,  in  pointof  fact,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  political  or  party  characterof  the  standing 
committees  of  this  house — statements  which,  if  true 
or  uncorrected,  were  calculated,  coming  from  the 
source  they  did,  to  injure  the  character  of  the 
speaker  by  whom  they  were  appointed — to  preju- 
dice the  democratic  party,  and  the  administration 
whom  it  is  said  (by  the  opposition)  the  committees 
favor,  without  regard  to  principle,  or  the  sacred 
nature  of  their  duties.  The  gentleman  objects  to 
referring  the  resolution  in  question  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means.  “It  is  an  improper  com- 
mittee, because  there  is  a majority  of  it  that  are  in 
favor  of  the  administration.”  He  says  all  the 
committee,  or  nearly  so,  are  of  the  same  character. 
He  said  the  time  had  come  when  the  two  great 
contending  parties  of  this  nation  were  nearly  equal, 
and  he  thought  the  character  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, with  regard  to  party,  ought  also  to  be  as 
nearly  equal.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  burthen  of 
his  song,  and  the  volume  of  his  speech,  consisted 
in  complaints  and  charges  of  the  inequality  of  the 
committees  in  a party  sense.  His  complaints  have 
gone  abroad,  swift  as  the  mail  can  carry  them  ; 
they  are  now  spread  over  the  country  ; and  while  I 
am  now  correcting  his  errors,  his  political  friends 
are  weeping  over  the  vast  injustice  which  he  repre- 
sents to  have  been  done  to  the  opposition  by  the 
partial  and  unequal  party  character  of  the  standing 
committees.  How  stands  the  matter?  Let  us  dis- 
close the  facts  as  they  are  ; and  in  doing  so,  I do 
not  intend  to  charge  the  gentleman  with  wilful  mis- 
representation. I think  him  above  doing  any  thing 
dishonorable  to  his  age,  his  occupation,  the  office 
he  holds,  or  the  seat  he  occupies.  But  how  are  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  party  character  of  the  com- 
mittees in  question  ? 

Mr.  D.  read  from  the  list,  which  is  as  follows  : 

1.  The  committee  of  elections  presents  a majori- 
ty in  favor  of  the  administration. 

2.  The  committee  of  claims,  for  the  opposition. 

3.  The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  the 
administration. 

4.  The  committee  on  revolutionary  claims,  for 
the  opposition. 

5.  The  committee  on  commerce,  for  the  adminis- 
tration. 

6.  The  committee  on  public  expenditures,  lor 
the  opposition. 

7.  The  committee  on  the  public  lands,  for  the 
administration. 

8.  The  committee  on  public  land  claims,  for  the 
opposition. 

9-  The  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  for  the  administration. 

10.  The  committee  on  manufactures,  for  the  op- 
position. 

11.  The  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
for  the  administration. 

12.  The  committee  on  agriculture,  for  the  oppo- 
sition. 

13.  The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  for  the  ad- 
ministration. 

14.  The  committee  on  the  militia,  for  the  oppo- 
sition. 

15.  The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  for  the  ad- 
ministration. 

16.  The  committee  on  territories,  for  the  opposi- 
tion. 


17.  The  committee  on  military  affairs,  for  the  ad- 
ministration. 

IS.  The  committee  on  invalid  pensions,  for  the 
opposition. 

19.  The  committee  on  naval  affairs,  for  the  ad- 
ministration. 

20.  The  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  for  the 
opposition. 

21.  The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  for  the  ad- 
ministration. 

22.  The  committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  busi- 
ness, for  the  opposition. 

23.  The  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions, 
for  the  administration. 

24.  The  committee  on  expenditures  in  the  war 
department,  for  the  opposition. 

25.  The  committee  on  patents,  for  the  adminis- 
tration. 

26.  The  committee  on  expenditures  forthe  navy, 
for  the  opposition. 

27.  The  committee  on  the  public  buildings  and 
public  grounds,  for  the  administration. 

28.  The  committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the 
department  of  the  post  office,  forthe  opposition. 

29.  The  committee  on  accounts,  for  the  adminis- 
tration. 

30.  The  committee  on  mileage,  for  the  adminis- 
tration. 

31.  The  committee  on  the  expenditures  of  the 
department  of  state,  for  the  administration. 

32.  The  committee  on  the  expenditures  of  the 
department  of  the  treasury,  for  the  administration. 

33.  Tfie  committee  on  the  expenditures  on  the 
public  buildings,  for  the  opposition. 

The  last  is  an  entire  whole- hog  modern  whig 
committee.  Thus,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
next  preceding  the  last,  we  see  that  the  committees 
run  pari  passu  so  far  as  party  is  concerned.  Now, 
sir,  what  has  become  of  the  gentleman’s  lamenta- 
tions about  injustice  to  the  minority  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees.  They  have  gone  abroad  like 
other  federal  howlings,  to  have  their  effect  on  sub- 
sequent elections.  I would  not  have  been  so  mi- 
nute in  presenting  the  errors  contained  in  the  mem- 
ber’s remarks,  but  for  the  daily  efforts  used  to  send 
abroad  such  misrepresentations  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  influence  of  the  administration  and 
bringing  it  into  disrepute  with  the  people.  Here 
are  letters  and  figures,  which  show,  to  the  under- 
standing of  all  who  may  see  them,  that  the  whole 
groundwork  of  an  hour’s  labor  to  bring  the  honora- 
ble speaker  and  the  administration  into  disrepute,  is 
without  existence.  I say  daily  are  such  misrepre- 
sentations sent  to  every  part  of  the  country — to  the 
fireside  of  the  rich  and  the  poor;  and  that,  too,  at 
the  expense  of  the  people,  for  no  other  than  the  un- 
hallowed purposes  of  political  delusion. 

A word  of  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Ewing.)  He  objectstothe  reference  in  ques- 
tion. He  denounces  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  as  a party  committee,  unworthy  the  confi- 
dence of  the  house  or  the  people.  “They  have 
administered  to  the  people,  and  their  doses  have 
been  found  wanting.”  “ We  have  had  to  swallow 
their  doses;  they  are  bitter  doses;  they  nauseate 
without  relieving.  The  people  have  rejected  them 
as  inapplicable  to  the  complaint.  To  the  dogs  with 
their  medicine.”  Sir,  it  is  not  my  business,  said 
Mr.  D.,  to  defend  the  committee  from  abuse  and 
detraction.  Each  of  them  is  more  able  to  defend 
himself  than  I am  ; nor  does  such  abuse  require 
defence  or  answer;  it  carries  with  it  its  own  anti- 
dote with  all  intelligent,  honorable,  and  high  mind- 
ed people.  I only  think  it  necessary  here  to  say 
that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  is  a finance 
committee,  and  the  committee  to  which  all  financial 
matters  ought  to  be  and  always  have  been  referred. 
This  is  the  regular  channel  through  which  regular 
financial  business  flow's  to  the  house  or  senate  ; 
whether  presented  for  the  consideration  of  congress 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  heads  of 
departments,  members  of  either  branch  of  congress, 
or  by  private  individuals  ; and  Mr.  D.  saw  no  ne- 
cessity now  for  crossing  the  usual  channels  of  legis- 
lative business  merely  to  gratify  party  hostility  and 
vindictive  whims.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  some  pro- 
fessional advice  to  give  his  friend  from  Indiana; 
and  Mr.  D.  hoped  he  would  receive  it  in  a kind 
spirit,  as  that  was  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  offered, 
and  no  charge  or  fee  should  be  made.  He  would 
recommend  to  his  friend  the  political  doses  prepared 
and  prescribed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  The  gentleman  would  eventually  find  them 
to  be  well  calculated  to  improve  his  political  health. 
True,  they  wrouId  be  nauseous  fora  while.  It  was 
proper  that  they  should  be  so.  It  was  a wise  order 
of  Providence  that  all  valuable  medicines,  such  as 
were  intended  for  the  cure  of  obstinate  diseases, 
were  nauseous  and  sickening,  disagreeable  to  the 
taste  and  offensive  to  the  smell.  If  it  were  other-, 


wise,  their  constant  and  daily  use  for  trifling  causes 
would  render  them  useless  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  made  ; for  it  was  a principle  in 
the  animal  economy  to  adapt  itself  to  the  use  of 
almost  any  application  to  the  destruction  of  the 
effect  of  that  application.  Hence  the  obvious  ne- 
cessity for  those  peculiar  qualities  of  the  most  valu- 
able medicines.  Political  matters  w’ere  so  arranged 
that  the  gentleman  was  compelled  to  take  the  com- 
mittee’s doses,  let  the  quality  and  quantity  be  what 
they  might,  nolens  volens.  There  was  no  let  up  in 
the  matter;  the  people  had  so  ordered  it,  and  the 
gentleman  ought  to  be  satisfied.  He  ought  to  take 
them  irr  a spirit  of  resignation  ; and,  moreover,  in- 
asmuch as  the  people  had  indirectly  appointed 
them  the  political  physicians  to  constitute  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  to  prescribe  lor  him,  he 
is,  in  conformity  with  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  government  he  has  sworn 
to  support,  bound  to  take  their  prescriptions  in 
perfect  confidence  and  good  faith.  Faith  is  all-im- 

ponani  hr  things  trial  relate  to  time  as  well  as  to 
eternity.  The  great  miracles  that  were  wrought 
in  the  days  of  the  Apostles  were  wrought  by  faith. 
If  my  friend  wishes  the  full  benefit  of  the  commit- 
tee’s prescriptions,  he  must  ha.\e  faith.  True,  the 
gentleman  is  laboring  under  very  malignant  and 
obstinate  political  maladies,  and  those  too  of  long 
standing.  Still  Mr.  D.  would  unhesitatingly  give 
it  as  his  professional  opinion,  that  if  his  friend  would 
take  in  good  faith  the  committee’s  prescriptions,  he 
would  recover.  The  modus  operandi,  it  was  said 
by  eminent  physicians,  of  calomel  and  other  mer- 
curial preparations,  was  to  produce  a new  disease, 
that  is,  a mercurial  disease,  which  neutralized  and 
counteracted  the  disease  which  the  mercury  was 
given  to  cure  ; and  this  from  a principle  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  that  the  human  system  will  not  en- 
tertain two  diseases  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The 
mercurial  disease,  being  the  more  potent,  the  natural 
disease  is  ejected,  and  the  patient  has  only  to  recover 
from  the  mercurial  disease,-  (which  he  is  almost 
sure  to  do,)  and  the  consequent  debility  thereupon, 
which  is  soon  overcome  by  a judicious  administra- 
tion of  the  appropriate  tonics.  The  modus  ope- 
randi of  the  committee’s  prescriptions  to  my  friend, 
will  be  similar  to  that  just  described.  A new 
political  disease  will  be  formed,  which  will  take  the 
place  of  that  under  which  he  now  labors ; and  he 
will  be  restored.  The  artificial  disease  which  se- 
cures restoration  will  probably  be  loco  foco,  for  an 
explanation  of  which  I would  refer  my  friend  to 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  in  whose 
keeping  the  term  seems  to  be.  Should  my  friend 
from  Indiana  pursue  the  course  here  prescribed, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  his  perfect  restora- 
tion. The  wounds,  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores, 
that  now  beset  him  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to 
the  soles  of  his  feet,  will  disappear  ; the  scales  will 
fall  from  his  eyes,  the  leprosy  will  depart  from  his 
body,  and  the  polluted,  sickening,  and  pestilential 
w'aters  of  federalism,  *hat  inundate  his  system,  w'ill 
dry  up  ; and,  before  the  end  of  the  present  session, 
he  will  come  out  a healthy,  sound,  and  energetic 
whole  hog  Jackson  Van  Buren  anti-bank  democrat, 
from  head  to  heels. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  bound  to  notice  some  hard 
things  that  fell  from  the  mouth  of  the  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  who  immediately  preceded 
the  two  gentlemen  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  in  part, 
but  imperfectly,  responded  to.  The  member  com- 
menced his  speech  on  the  president’s  message,  by 
uniting  with  the  president  in  prayer  and  thanksgiv- 
ing (I  hope  he  is  not  ironical)  forthe  happy,  healthy 
and  prosperous  condition  our  country  is  in  at  this 
time.  The  gentleman  may  be  sincere,  but  this  re- 
cognition on  his  part  of  happiness  and  prosperity 
for  which  he  professes  so  devoutly  to  thank  his 
God,  does  not  correspond  with  the  federal  how  ling, 
weeping,  wailing  and  gnashing  ofteeth  with  which 
our  ears  have  been  greeted,  or  rather  grated,  for  the 
last  sixth  months  by  him  and  his  party,  for  themis- 
fortunes  and  ruin  of  our  poor  country,  by  a profligate 
and  worthless  administration,  as  they  say,  and  in 
which  howling  the  member  has  always  been  fore- 
most and  loudest.  I think  there  is  a divine  decla- 
ration that  the  prayers  of  the  wicked  avail  not  ; 
how  (ar  this  declaration  may  apply  to  the  gentle- 
man’s case  I know  not;  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
know  that  we  are  enjoying  temporal  happiness  be- 
yond any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  that 
there  never  was  a greater  abundance  of  all  the  com- 
forts of  life  in  our  country,  at  any  one  time,  than  we 
now  enjoy;  for  which,  I trust,  we  all  feel  that 
thankfulness  and  gratitude  which  become  the  peo- 
ple of  a civilized  and  Christian  nation,  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good.  But  the  member  no  sooner  finishes  his 
devotional  exercises  than  he  deserts  the  president, 
and  denounces  his  message  as  “a  poor  thing,”  a 
“ poor  neglected  thing,”  a loco  foco  document,  and 
the  author  of  it  a vile  demagogue.  In  relation  to 
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the  quality  of  the  message,  Mr.  D.  had  come  to  a 
different  conclusion ; and  he  was  happy  to  say  he 
was  not  alone  in  that  opinion.  He  had  that  morn- 
ing received  several  letters  from  his  friends  that  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  whose  talents  and  whose 
capacity  to  judge  in  these  matters  would  at  least 
compare  with  the  member’s,  who  united  in  their 
commendations  as  well  of  the  measures  recom- 
mended in  it  as  the  true  republican  principles  it 
contains  ; he  had  also  received  several  respectable 
newspapers  from  various  sections  of  the  state  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  dll  of  which 
concurred  in  the  same  high  opinion  of  the  message. 

“ But  it  was  a poor  neglected  thing.”  How  neg- 
lected ? Not  by  the  people.  Every  hour  furnished 
intelligence  that  it  was  hailed  by  the  friends  ot 
equal  rights,  and  the  supporters  of  the  constitution. 
When,  then,  or  how,  has  it  been  neglected?  Not 
by  the  house,  for  it  had  its  attention  as  soon  as  its 
uusiness  would  admit — as  soon  as  the  committees 
were  formed  and  reported,  the  appropriate  referen- 
ces wdre  commenced  to  be  made,  and  that  would  be 
continued  as  fast  as  the  vindictiveness  and  hostility 
of  the  opposition  would  permit,  who  so  far  seem 
determined,  at  all  hazards  and  at  any  expense,  to 
cripple  the  administration,  and  obstruct  the  regular 
course  of  business  in  this  house.  The  member, 
after  denouncing  the  whole  message  in  these  gene- 
ral terms,  takes  it  up  by  parts  and  denounces  it. 
From  page  ninth,  he  reads:  “On  that  occasion 
(meaning  and  referring  to  the  extra  session)  three 
modes  of  performing  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice (meaning  the  safe-keeping  and  transfer  of  the 
public  moneys)  were  proposed  !”  Here  the  mem- 
ber stopped  short,  gave  us  one  of  his  wondrous  wise 
looks,  in  which  he  manifested  great  astonishment 
and  surprise  ; denounced  the  statement  of  the  pre- 
sident as  false,  and  asked  emphatically,  and  with 
an  air  of  apparent  triumph  and  defiance,  “who 
will  or  dare  say  that  there  were  three  propositions 
for  such  a purpose  presented  to  congress  at  the  ex- 
tra session  ?”  “Who' in  this  house,”  he  repeated, 

“ dare  assert  such  a thing.”  I dare  assert  it,  (said 
Mr.  D.)  and  I dare  assert  it  without  the  fear  of 
successful  contradiction  from  any  man  from  any 
quarter.  He  said  he  had  heard  members  before  use 
the  word  dare  in  a wrong  and  improper  manner. 
To  say  a member  dare  not  do  a thing,  was  using 
language  that  could  not  be  carried  out.  It  was  too 
strong  ari  expression.  There  were  members  here 
who  dare  say  any  thing  that  truth,  justice,  and  mo- 
ral principle  did  not  prohibit.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had 
surveyed  most  of  the  members  of  the  house  ; he, 
with  his  eye,  measured  their  length,  their  breadth, 
their  circumference,  and  their  diameter,  and  more 
particularly,  the  eye,  which  was  the  index  to  the 
heart;  and  he  had  seen  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a 
modern  whig  that  ought,  for  a moment,  to  deter  a 
man  from  saying  any  thing.  He  repeated,  that  he 
dare  say  there  were  three  propositions  before  con- 
gress at  the  extra  session,  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
the  transfer  of  the  public  moneys,  all  of  which  re- 
ceived the  attention  and  the  action  of  congress  ; and 
this,  too,  he  dare  say  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  even  turning  to  the  journals.  The  first 
proposition  he  would  name  was  the  sub-treasury 
system,  (usually  so-called,)  recommended  by  the 
president  in  his  message.  The  second  was  a pro- 
position made  by  a small  party  here,  called  the  con- 
servatives, which  was,  in  the  language  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message,  “the  revival,  with  modifications, 
of  the  deposite  system  established  by  the  act  of  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,”  etc.  and  the  third  proposition 
was  a national  bank  ; none  of  which  can  be  said  to 
have  received  the  definite  action  of  congress  except 
the  last  named  proposition  ; and  that,  it  is  hoped, 
got  its  last  and  final  sentence,  and  everlasting  doom, 
by  a large  majority  of  both  branches  ; so  I throw 
back  the  charge  of  falsehood  upon  the  member  from 
Virginia. 

When  the  member  finished  his  daring  and  ban- 
tering tirade,  he  amused  himself  and  his  friends 
awhile  by  singing  glory  and  hallelujahs  to  the  re- 
cent whig  victories.  This  he  and  his  party  had  a 
right  to  do  when  there  was  any  thing  that  would 
do  for  an  apology  for  a whig  victory;  for  they  were 
“Like  angels’  visits;  few,  and  far  between.” 

They  came  about  as  often  as  the  locusts,  but  were 
not  quite  so  destructive  as  that  insect  when  sent 
upon  the  Egyptians  as  a divine  curse. 

Here,  Mr.  D.  said,  as  he  was  about  to  trace  up 
and  present  the  genealogy  of  the  whig  victories,  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  explain  what  he  meant  by 
the  term,  as  applied  to  the  party  opposed  to  the 
administration.  He  wished  it  distinctly  understood, 
that  when  he  used  the  term  whig  it  was  not  because 
there  was  any  applicability  in  the  term,  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  opposition;  it  was  merely  to  accom- 
modate them.  The  opposition  were  in  the  habit  of 
taking  to  themselves  a new  name  as  often,  at  least, 
as  the  return  of  each  presidential  election.  They 


had  nearly  exhausted  the  political  vocabulary. 
They  take  a name  for  political  effect.  They  ask  to 
be  known  by  it  so  long  as  it  will  answer  that  pur- 
pose, or  until  it  is  degraded.  The  last  name  by 
which  they  ask  to  be  known,  is  “whig:”  not  that 
they  possess  any  of  the  political  principles  of  the 
patriots  of  ’76,  who  are  known  by  that  name,  and 
which  was  at  that  time,  and  really  is  now,  synony- 
mous with  “democrat.” 

The  term  whig  in  the  United  States  at  this  time 
is  significant  of  federalist  in  ’96,  a term  that  the 
self-named  whigs  of  this  day  were  then  proud  of, 
but  their  principles  are  still  the  same.  Of  this 
truth  we  have  some  practical  demonstrations.  We 
are  all  aware  of  a sanguinary  war  now  raging  on 
our  borders  in  the  Canadas.  The  patriots  of  Cana- 
da have  snuffed  the  breezes  from  our  continent  and 
caught  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  we  enjoy.  They 
have  in  the  language  of  our  gallant  ancestors,  pledg- 
ed their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor 

in  the  oauoo  of  freedom,  uml  are  now  battling  for 

independence. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  taken 
sides,  (in  feeling  and  spirit.)  You  find  the  demo- 
cracy on  the  side  of  the  patriots,  who  are  there 
called  whigs:  and  the  modern  whigs  you  find  on 
the  side  of  the  tools  of  aristocracy  and  the  minions 
of  royalty,  there  called  tories.  I hold  in  my  hand 
one  of  the  most  respectable  bank  organs  and  fede- 
ral sheet  perhaps  in  the  United  States,  bearing  no 
less  title  at  its  head  than  National  Intelligencer, 
which  contains  a long  article  (and  favorably  re- 
ceived too)  denouncing  the  patriots  of  Canada  as 
radicals,  disturbers  of  the  peace,  agrarians,  etc.  and 
in  character  with  the  Fanny  Wrights  and  the  loco 
focos  of  the  United  States.  Then,  sir,  we  find  that 
the  whigs  of  this  county  are  the  tories  of  Canada, 
and  the  whigs  of  Canada  are  the  democracy  of 
this  country.  This  is  as  it  has  always  been,  and 
as  it  will  continue  to  be.  I hope  now  that  I am 
understood  that,  when  I speak  of  the  modern  whigs 
as  a party,  I mean  the  same  party  governed  by  the 
same  principles  that  characterized  the  federal  party 
in  ’96,  and  who  were  known  by  that  name. 

But  to  return  to  whig  victories  and  whig  glory. 

I would  advise  the  whigs  to  use  their  glory  sparing- 
ly. I fear  they  are  too  prodigal  of  it.  They  ought 
to  so  use  it  that  it  may  last  until  next  fall;  for  then 
the  people  will  make  them  sing  glory  to  the  tune  of 
“Burns’s  Adieu.”  I think  the  experience  and 
history  of  our  country  furnishes  us  with  but  three 
whig  victories.  One  of  these  was  in  the  year  1796, 
a triumph  over  the  principles  of  democracy  that 
will  be  long  remembered,  and  can  only  be  lost 
with  the  history  of  our  country;  a triumph  that  let 
loose  the  foul  waters  of  federalism  to  the  inunda- 
tion of  the  best  prospects  of  productive  liberty. 
This  whig  victory  gave  birth  to  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws,  that  constitute,  to  this  day,  and  ever  will, 
a foul  and  black  spot  upon  the  American  statute 
book;  which,  though  they  tarnish  the  proud  cha- 
racter of  our  free  institutions,  serve  as  an  impe- 
rishable dixit  that,  great  and  good  as  is  our  political 
fabric,  and  great  as  were  the  sacrifices  of  life,  blood, 
and  property  by  which  it  was  purchased,  it  is  but  a 
human  institution;  and  to  preserve  it  requires  no- 
thing short  of  the  vigilance  and  patriotism  that 
wrested  it  from  the  hand  of  tyranny. 

I think  the  next  whig  victory  is  to  be  found  in 
the  chronicles  of  1824.  This  was  a most  glorious 
victory,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a victory  over  popular 
suffrage.  It  was  worth  all  the  other  victories  put 
together.  It  was  a victory  of  the  aristocracy  of 
wealth  over  the  demorcacy  of  numbers.  True,  it 
was  obtained  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  our  constitution,  in  the  abuse  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  in  the  face  and  name,  and 
nature  of  our  government;  but  this  did  not  make 
the  victory  the  less  glorious  with  those  who  can 
stretch  the  constitution  to  the  extent  of  their  own 
wishes.  The  glory  of  this  victory  lasted  four  years, 
and  was  not  unlike  a Bacchanalian  feast  for  that 
length  of  time;  but  the  people,  true  to  their  com- 
mon country  when  it  is  in  danger,  rallied  in  their 
majesty  to  the  polls,  and  swept  from  the  chess-board 
the  political  workers  of  iniquity  of  that  day,  and 
with  them  their  glory. 

We  now  come  to  the  victories  of  1837,  to  which 
the  gentleman  has  been  so  long  and  so  loud  sing- 
ing glory,  assisted  by  those  of  his  friends  who  could 
join  in  the  chorus,  and  those  who  could  not,  done 
their  part  by  looking  effect  to  the  best  advantage. 
Sir,  if  justice  to  the  subject  would  permit,  I would 
not  for  a moment  disturb  the  member  and  his 
friends  in  the  enjoyments  of  their  supposed  victories, 
but  I feel  bound  to  make  some  expositions  in  re- 
lation to  the  recent  elections.  The  member,  in  his 
ecstacies,  makes  some  assertions  that  the  true  re- 
sults of  the  recent  elections  will  not  bear  him  out  in. 
He  tells  us  in  his  shouts  of  joy  that  the  people 
have  risen  in  their  strength  from  Maine  to  Mis- 


sissippi, and  denounced  the  president  and  his  loco 
foco  sub-treasury  scheme.  I suppose  he  has  re- 
ference to  the  result  of  the  elections  in  Maine, 
New  York,  and  Mississippi.  As  all  this  display  of 
victory  and  glory  is  for  home  consumption  and 
party  effect,  it  is  a duty  I owe  to  the  cause,  and  the 
party  I support,  to  give  some  statistics  that  will 
present  these  elections  in  a different  light.  Maine 
has  not  polled  her  strength  since  1834;  there  has 
been  no  excitement  in  that  state  since,  sufficient  to 
draw  her  voters  out;  at  that  time  her  democratic 
vote  was  38,000,  and  her  whig  vote  34,000,  the 
aggregate  72,000.  In  1837,  the  two  candidates  for 
governor  had  about  34,000  each,  it  is  not  known 
which  is  elected.  The  senate  of  Maine  is  decided- 
ly democratic.  It  is  evident  that  the  democratic 
strength  was  not  at  the  polls  by  between  four  and 
five  thousand,  while  the  entire  whig  strength  was: 
their  vote  being  the  same  that  it  was  in  1834. 
The  absence  of  the  democratic  vote  can  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fact  that  the  democracy  of 
Maine,  as  well  as  of  every  other  state  in  the  union, 
are  the  laboring  classes  of  society,  and  never  all 
turn  out  to  elections,  unless  there  is  an  exciting 
question. 

How  is  it  with  New  York?  By  the  returns  of 
1834,  (a  year  of  excitement,  and  the  only  one  since 
that  time,)  compared  with  the  returns  of  1837, 
there  is  an  aggregate  deficiency  of  near  54,000 
votes;  there  is  democratic  deficiency  of  41,000, 
and  a whig  deficit  of  13,000.  How,  then,  let  me 
ask,  can  New  York  be  said  to  have  denounced  the 
president  and  his  loco  foco  sub-treasury  scheme? 
Does  the  result  of  the  elections  in  New  York  either 
show  a change  of  political  principal  in  that  state, 
or  does  it  denounce  the  president  in  the  unmea- 
sured terms  represented  by  the  member?  But  how 
stands  Mississippi? — gallant  democratic  Mississippi 
must  be  lugged  into  the  jubilee;  she  must  be  drag- 
ged forward  to  swell  the  federal  triumph,  for  which 
this  day  seems  to  be  set  apart.  It  would  seem  that 
policy  would  have  dictated  a different  course  with 
regard  to  Mississippi,  lest  the  whole  object  of  all  the 
Bacchanalian  feasts  would  be  disclosed  to  the  people 
in  whose  eyes  it  is  intended  to  throw  dust. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mississippi  has  just  elected 
a democratic  governor  by  a large  majority,  nearly 
all  her  cabinet  officers  and  a large  majority  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  are  democratic.  The 
whigs  have  indeed  returned  two  members  to  con- 
gress, but  the  election  was  entirely  a one-sided 
business.  The  present  worthy  and  talented  mem- 
bers (Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Cholson)  were  elect- 
ed in  July.  When  they  presented  themselves  to  be 
qualified  as  members,  the  opposition  number  on 
this  floor  objected  on  the  ground  that  the  election 
had  been  ordered  for  the  extra  session  only,  and 
was,  therefore,  null  and  void. 

The  objection  was  overruled,  but  the  whole  case 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  elections.  The 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers; and  after  a protracted,  careful  and  deliberate 
examination  of  the  whole  case  and  the  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  it,  of  both  a legal  and  constitu- 
tional character,  this  house  sustained  the  report, 
and  adopted  these  gentlemen  members  for  the  en- 
tire twenty-fifth  congress.  These  gentlemen  were 
not  candidates  at  the  fall  elections.  The  democra- 
cy of  Mississippi  held  no  election  for  congressmen, 
except  where  they  were  unapprised  of  the  decision 
ofthis  house.  But  the  modern  whigs  of  Mississippi, 
in  character  with  their  party  elsewhere,  regardless 
of  law  and  the  solemn  decision  of  this  body,  assum- 
ing that  congress  had  not  the  constitutional  right  to 
decide  upon  the  competency  of  its  own  members, 
(a  right  which  is  as  palpable  and  as  express  as  any 
other  power  on  the  face  of  that  instrument,  and  un- 
til now  has  never  been  denied,)  went  onto  vote  for 
candidates,  and  having  no  opposition,  of  course 
elected  them.  If  this  be  a whig  victory,  the  mem- 
ber and  his  party  are  welcome  to  it,  with  all  the 
other  victories  over  which  they  are  now  glorifying. 
But  when  the  free  people  of  this  union  look  at  the 
result,  they  will  say  that  the  democracy  of  Missis- 
sippi have  gloriously  triumphed,  and  that  their  con- 
gressional election  was  the  mere  spasm  of  an  expir- 
ing faction.  The  last  struggle  of  a party  which, 
whether  known  as  federalists,  national  republicans, 
bank  men,  anti-masons,  or  morder n whigs,  have  al- 
ways been  known  by  their  unyielding  and  uncom- 
promising hostility  to  the  democractic  principles, 
as  well  as  their  law  and  constitutional  defying  spirit. 
So  much  for  Mississippi  and  her  recent  elections. 
Now,  sir,  I will  ask,  in  the  spirit  of  candor,  where 
is  the  cause  for  all  this  whig  rejoicing?  Where 
does  the  member  find  reason  to  justify  the  broad  as- 
sertion, that  the  people  from  Maine  to  Mississippi 
have  denounced  the  president  or  any  of  his  mea- 
sures? Is  there  any  thing  in  the  result  of  these  elec- 
tions that  would  justify  the  president  in  deserting 
the  principles  he  has  always  practised,  the  party  to 
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which  he  belongs,  and  the  measures  upon  which  he 
was  elected?  The  people  will  answer  this. 

The  member  has  amused  us  with  some  fine  say- 
ings and  sweet  stories  in  favor,  in  approbation,  and 
in  confidence  of  the  dear  people,  and  in  confirma- 
tion of  their  capacity  for  self-government.  When 
did  the  member  acquire  this  late  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  people,  so  at  war  with  every  princi- 
ple of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs?  Will  the 
member  be  so  good  as  to  favor  us  with  his  expe- 
rience that  has  brought  about  this  wonderful  con- 
version, by  which  he  is  brought  to  worship  at  the 
shrine  of  the  people’s  wisdom?  Was  it  by  the  glo- 
rious triumph  of  popular  suffrage,  and  the  constitu- 
tion over  corruption,  coalition  and  bribery  in  1828, 
when  the  people,  in  their  patriotism,  their  strength 
and  their  majesty,  crushed  at  one  blow  the  mid- 
night workers  of  the  political  iniquity  by  which 
they  were  defrauded  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  their 
choice,  by  the  election  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  by 
which  the  violated  constitution  was  restored,  and 
the  right  of  suffrage  secured?  Was  it  then  that  the 
member  formed  his  attachments  for  the  dear  peo- 
ple, and  his  confidence  in  their  wisdom  and  integri- 
ty? Or  was  it  in  1832,  when  the  same  people  elect- 
ed the  same  distinguished  individual  to  the  same 
distinguished  office,  which  is  the  highest  in  their 
gift,  and  the  highest  that  man  can  hold,  and  that, 
too,  in  gratitude  for  prostrating  a faithless  institu- 
tion, that  the  member  is  now  sustaining,  to  the  ut- 
most of  his  ability,  in  defiance  of  the  thrice  expres- 
sed will  of  the  same  people,  to  whose  wisdom  he  is 
singing  hosannas?  Or  was  it  in  1834,  the  memo- 
rable panic  era?  This  was  a time  that  tried  men’s 
souls;  corruption  and  bribery  walked  naked,  shame- 
less, and  fearless,  in  the  highways.  The  wealth  of 
the  aristocracy  was  spread  over  the  land,  to  the  cor- 
ruption and  bribery  of  every  man,  and  every  insti- 
tution. The  newspaperpresses  were  bought  in  the 
public  market,  and  in  open  day,  and  bribed  at  mid- 
night in  secret  corners.  The  doubting  were  made 
to  tremble,  and  the  firm  to  fear;  but  still  the  demo- 
cracy stood  fast;  they  rallied  to  the  standard  of  the 
man  that  never  deserted  them  in  their  country’s 
greatest  perils.  The  country  was  saved,  and  the 
constitution  was  saved.  Was  it  then,  I ask,  that 
the  member  in  confidence,  and  in  gratitude,  threw 
himself  into  the  arms  of  the  people,  and  embraced 
their  faith? 

The  president,  in  conformity  with  the  duties  he 
owed  to  his  country,  and  the  solemn  oath  he  had 
taken  to  execute  the  laws  and  to  administer  the 
government  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and 
ability,  regarded  it  as  an  imperious  duty  to  remove 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  a faithless, 
worthless,  dangerous,  and  unconstitutional  institu- 
tion, that  had  been  vetoed  by  the  people,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  this  duty  had  drawn  upon  his  devoted 
head  the  concentrated  wrath  and  indignation  of  the 
United  States  bank  and  the  aristocracy  of  the 
country;  but  the  old  soldier,  who  knew  no  fear  or 
any  interest  except  that  of  his  common  country, 
met  the  storm  and  triumphed,  for  he  was  on  the 
side  of  justice  and  the  people.  I ask,  was  it  then 
that  the  member  enrolled  himself  on  the  side  of  the 
people?  or  was  it  the  little,  petty,  short-lived  whig 
victories  of  1837,  that  have  removed  the  scales  from 
his  eyes,  and  brought  him  to  a sense  of  the  power, 
the  wisdom,  and  the  justice  of  the  people? 

The  member  seems  apt  at  calling  names,  and 
with  others  of  his  party  colleagues  here,  at  prefer- 
ing  charges  against  the  democracy  of  executive  in- 
fluence, vassalage  and  corruption.  These  charges 
seem  to  be  as  common  as  the  ordinary  day  busi- 
ness ot  this  house.  I think,  sir,  charges  of  this 
kind  come  from  the  opposition  in  bad  taste  and 
worse  time.  A party  who,  (with  many  honorable 
exceptions,  I am  happy  to  say,)  live,  move,  and 
have  their  political  being,  and  daily  support,  by 
and  from  the  banks.  No  southern  slave  whose 
bondage  is  absolute  and  unconditional,  is  more 
under  the  dominion  of  his  masterthan  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  that  party,  (who,  by  their  representa- 
tives, are  daily  making  these  charges  against  the 
democracy  and  their  representatives,)  are  under 
the  control  and  dominion  of  the  banks.  Look,  sir, 
at  their  newspaper  presses;  how  far  have  they  fal- 
len from  the  holy  purposes  for  which  they  were 
originally  invented  and  established!  In  place  of 
being  the  mediums  through  which  virtue,  science, 
and  general  intelligence  are  to  flow  to  the  public 
mind,  they  have  become  the  receptacles  of  all  that 
is  abominable  in  slander  and  vile  in  detraction. 
Their  columns  have  become  the  filthy  sewers  and 
polluted  sluices,  through  which  there  is  no  slander 
too  base,  or  falsehood  too  malignant  and  poisonous, 
to  pass  to  the  destruction  of  morals  and  the  peace 
of  society. 

The  virtuous  and  the  patriotic  find  no  advocates 
in  them.  The  warrior  and  the  statesman,  whose 
lives  have  been  worn  down  in  the  service  of  their 


country’s  highest  interests,  are  alike  the  subjects 
of  their  abuse  and  detraction.  And  look,  sir,  at 
their  swarms  of  letter-writers,  who  annoy  you  at 
every  step  and  every  corner,  who,  like  lank,  loung- 
ing, hungry  dogs,  that  lean  upon  the  gate  posts,  and 
yelp  and'  howl  around  this  capitol,  and  feed  upon 
the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  table  of  those  who 
are  themselves  the  subjects  of  bank  corruption  and 
federal  bribery.  I say  such  charges  come  in  bad 
time,  and  in  bad  taste  from  such  a party.  The  de- 
mocracy are  emphatically  the  freemen  of  this 
country.  They  depend  not  on  banks  nor  on  the 
smiles  of  the  aristocracy  for  their  maintenance. 
They  depend  upon  their  sweat,  their  toil,  the  fields 
that  they  have  cleared  with  their  own  hands,  and 
the  rains  of  heaven,  for  all  they  have  and  all  they 
wish. 

But  the  member  calls  names.  He  has  denounc- 
ed the  whole  democratic  party,  with  a bitterness 
and  vindictiveness  I hope  unworthy  of  his  heart,  as 
loco  focos.  I am  unacquainted  with  the  meaning 
of  the  term  loco  foco;  it  is  of  a tongue  unknown  io 
me.  If  the  term  is  political  in  its  signification,  and 
is  expressive  of  a love  of  liberty,  a regard  for  the 
support  and  literal  construction  of  the  constitution, 
a disposition  to  support  our  free  institutions,  and  an 
unyielding  hostility  to  a national  bank,  to  odious 
political  distinctions,  unconstitutional  monopolies, 
and  exclusive  and  dangerous  privileges  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  few  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many,  then  I 
am  a loco  foco,  and  I am  proud  of  the  name:  I 
hope  I shall  never  abuse  or  disgrace  it.  But  I am 
now  going  to  tell  you,  sir,  another  thing  I dare  do. 
I dare  pronounce  any  man  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere, 
a base  LIAR  and  a reckless  SCOUNDREL,  who 
dare  denounce  me  a loco  foco,  and  attach  thereto 
any  other  political  meaning  than  that  which  I have 
just  described 

The  member  pronounces  the  president  a vile  de- 
magogue. I have  heard  this  member  before  de- 
nounce the  president  and  all  his  cabinet,  as  knaves 
and  fools.  But  why  is  the  president  denounced  as 
a vile  demagogue?  I suppose  it  is  because  he  holds 
the  true  democratic  doctrine  in  his  message,  that 
“the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;”  and  because  he  pledges  himself  to  give  to 
the  measures  adopted  by  congress  his  hearty  co-op- 
eration, to  the  fullest  extent  which  his  views  of  the 
constitution  and  his  sense  of  duty  will  permit. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I think  there  can  be  no  better 
evidence  that  a man  is  a vile  demagogue  himself, 
than  to  hear  him  perpetually  denouncing  other 
statesmen  and  politicians  without  discrimination, 
vile  demagogues,  knaves  and  fools,  who  are  opposed 
to  him  in  politics. 

The  world  has  never  been  clear  of  demagogues 
since  the  first  formation  of  government.  Egypt, 
in  her  first  Government,  had  her  demagogues. 
Cyrus  came  near  being  destroyed  by  a demagogue. 
Darius  fraudulently  ascended  the  throne  of  Persia 
by  the  intrigues  of  a demagogue.  Carthage  had 
her  demagogues,  as  the  unhappy  fate  and  misfor- 
tunes of  the  brave  Hannibal,  who  shbdued  the 
Alps,  conquered  on  the  plains  of  Italy,  and  carried 
the  Carthagenian  arms  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and 
the  downfall  of  her  government,  and  destruction 
of  her  city,  will  bear  testimony.  Greece  had  her 
demagogues,  as  the  persecution  and  death  of  her 
good,  wise,  and  just  Socrates  will  bear  evidence. 
Rome  had  her  demagogues;  and  the  United  States 
have  their  demagogues. 

If  there  is  any  one  abominable  thing  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  more  abominable  than  another,  it  is  a 
vile  demagogue.  Kingdoms  have  been  prostrated; 
empires  have  been  dissolved,  and  republics  have 
been  subverted  by  demagogues.  The  greatest,  the 
wisest,  and  the  most  virtuous  men  that  ever  adorn- 
ed the  human  family  have  been  brought  to  poverty, 
persecution,  and  death,  by  vile  demagogues.  There 
is  no  man  who  now  moulders  with  the  dead,  who 
was  more  slandered  and  traduced  than  has  been  the 
statesman,  the  patriot,  and  the  philosopher  of  Mon- 
ticello,  by  the  vile  demagogues  of  the  same  party  to 
which  the  member  belongs.  There  is  no  man  who 
mingles  with  the  living,  who  has  been  more  tra- 
duced and  vilified  by  vile  demagogues,  of  the  same 
party,  than  has  been  the  winter-bleached  patriot  of 
the  Hermitage,  who  only  lives  to  link  the  living 
with  the  dead,  and  to  tell  the  stories  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  the  sufferings,  hardships,  and  privations 
of  our  fathers,  with  a warm  heart,  and  with  living 
lips.  Can  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then,  expect  to  escape 
the  slander  and  detraction  of  vile  demagogues? — 
When  he  does,  he  must  know  he  has  lost  favor  with 
his  God  and  his  country.  Reward  awaits  virtue 
and  merit.  This  is  a divine  promise. 

The  names  of  those  statesmen  and  patriots,  when 
all  now  living  will  be  mingling  with  the  dust,  will 
occupy  a part  of  the  brightest  page  of  American 
history,  and  will  still  live  in  the  grateful  remem- 
brances of  their  countrymen,  while  the  names  of 


the  vile  demagogues  who  have  traduced  them,  and 
are  now  slandering  them,  will  be  consigned  to  the 
rubbish  of  a corner,  or  only  be  seen  in  the  polluted 
columns  of  a bought  or  bribed  and  a corrupted 
newspaper. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENE- 
RAL. 

Post  office  department,  December  4,  1837. 
Sir:  On  the  1st  of  July  last  the  post  routes  of 
the  United  States  in  operation  were,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained,  141,242  miles  in  extent,  and 
the  annual  transportation  of  the  mails  upon  them 
32,597,006  miles,  viz: 

On  horses  and  in  sulkeys  11,999,282 

In  stages  and  in  coaches  18,804,700 

In  steamboats  and  rail  road  cars  1,173,024 

The  increase  of  routes  in  operation  during  the 
preceding  year,  was  22,978  miles,  and  of  the  annual 
transportation  5,018,620. 

From  the  1st  of  January  next,  the  post  routes 
covered  Dy  contracis  win  oe  at  least  142,877'miles 
in  length,  and  the  rate  of  annual  transportation 
upon  them  36,228,962  miles. 

The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  July  last  was  11,767,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  676  within  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  post  offices  established  within  the 
year  was  956,  the  number  discontinued  280,  and 
the  changes  of  postmasters  2,235. 

The  number  of  post  offices  on  the  1st  instant  was 
12,099. 

The  postmasters  generally  perform  their  duties 
with  admirable  fidelity  and  precision. 

The  number  of  contractors  in  the  mail  service 
during  the  last  year  was  1,682.  Of  these,  430  have 
been  fined  more  or  less  for  various  delinquencies, 
and  the  aggregate  of  fines  imposed,  and  deductions 
made,  during  the  year,  is  $41,705  95. 

Most  of  the  contractors  have  always  been  ener- 
getic and  faithful,  and,  among  the  rest,  there  has 
been,  within  the  last  year,  a very  sensible  improve- 
ment. 

The  revenue  of  the  department  for  the  past  year, 
including  an  estimate  for  deficient  returns,  was 

$4,137,056  59 

The  expenditure,  including  an  esti- 
mate of  demands  not  adjusted,  was  3,380,847  75 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  756,208  84 

The  increase  of  the  whole  year  was  20£  per  cent, 
over  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  year,  producing 
$228,834  50  more  than  was  estimated. 

Detailed  statements  with  estimates  for  the  com- 
ing year  will  be  laid  before  congress  in  obedience 
to  the  act  of  1836 . 

On  the  first  instant  the  department  had  bank 
funds  $430,655  57 

Specie  in  post  offices  reported  subject 
to  draft  410,662  81 


Total  funds  on  hand  $841,318  38 


In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  congress  to  re- 
duce the  postages  at  the  last  annual  session,  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  to  improve  the  mail 
service  beyond  the  extent  of  the  accruing  revenue 
so  as  to  absorb  the  surplus.  The  career  of  im- 
provement has  been  arrested  by  apprehensions  of  a 
reduction  of  revenue,  growing  out  of  the  general 
commercial  embarrassment,  but  no  reduction  of  the 
service  contracted  for  is  at  present  contemplated. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  time  of  transmitting  intelligence  within  the  two 
last  years,  viz: 

From  New  York. 


To  Washington.  D.  C. 

1835. 

1 (lay  8 hours. 

1837. 

1 day  0 hours. 

Richmond,  Va. 

2 

J3i 

1 

131 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

3 

224 

2 

7 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

6 

3 

3 

5 

Charleston , S.  C. 

6 

19 

3 

16i 

Millcdgevillc,Ga. 

7 

15 

3 

2U 

Montgomery,  Ala. 

10 

3 

4 

19 

Mobile,  Ala. 

12 

12 

5 

17 

New  Orleans,  La. 

13 

19 

6 

19 

Wheeling,  Va. 

3 

11 

2 

8 

Columbus,  O. 

4 

16 

2 

22 

I ndianapolis,  Ja. 

7 

14 

3 

191 

Vandalia,  III. 

11 

15 

4 

St.  Lous,  Mo. 

13 

10 

4 

234 

Cincinnati,  O. 

5 

17 

3 

14 

Louisville,  Ky. 

7 

18 

4 

8 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

9 

20 

5 

6 

Huntsville,  Ala. 

11 

22 

5 

204 

From  New  Orleans. 
To  Montgomery,  Ala.  3 (lays  51  hours 

2days0'i)i  , 

Huntsville,  Ala. 

8 

5 

3 

2 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

10 

0 

3 

18 

Louisville,  Ky. 

13 

0 

4 

17 

Cincinnati,  O. 

14 

11 

5 

17 

Columbus,  O. 

16 

9 

6 

u 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

18 

5 

7 

8 

These  are  the  results  of  the  express 

mails.  The 

ordinary  mails  have 

also  been  expedited. 

320 
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From,  New  York. 

1835. 

To  Wheeling,  Vo.  3 days  1 1 houri 
Columbus,  O.  4 16 

Ciucinnnli,  O.  5 17 

Louisville,  Ky.  7 8 

Memphis,  Tun.  13  20 

Naichez,  Mis.  16  19 

New  Orleans,  Ln. 
by  ihe  western 
route  17  18 

Utica,  N.  Y.  1 10 

Buffalo,  N.  V.  2 20 

Burlington,  Vt.  2 2 

Haverhill,  N.  H.  2 16 

Concord,  N.  H.  1 22 

Augusta,  Me.  3 9 


1837. 

2 days  19  hours. 

3 5 

4 6 

5 4 

7 20 

11  13 


13  14 

0 23 

2 11 

1 19 

1 22 

1 14 

3 5 


Of  course,  the  whole  intermediate,  adjacent,  and 
more  remote  regions  of  the  union,  are  benefited  by 
this  increase  of  expedition. 

The  advancement  of  the  department  in  other  re- 
spects is  equally  satisfactory. 

In  1835.  In  1837. 
xosi  omces  10,770  12,099 

Miiqs  of  mail  routes  un<l<u. 

contract  112,774  142,877 

Miles  of  annual  mail  trans- 
portation 25,869,486  36,228,962 

Revenue  #2,993,576  #4,137,056 

In  1835,  the  department  was  laboring  under  an 
extraordinary  debt  of  #600,000;  ill  1837,  it  has  a 
surplus  of  #800,000. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  organize  a great  mai  1 
line  from  New  York,  through  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Wheeling,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati,  by 
land,  and  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  by 
Louisville,  Memphis,  Helena,  Vicksburg,  Natchez, 
&c.  to  New  Orleans.  Between  Cincinnati  and  Lou- 
isville a steamboat  mail  now  runs  daily;  from  Lou- 
isville to  New  Orleans  it  now  runs  thrice  a week 
undera  recent  contract,  and  will  run  daily  after  the 
first  year;  from  Baltimore  to  Cincinnati  the  mail 
has  been  greatly  expedited;  and  nothing  is  wanting 
to  complete  the  plan  but  a contract  with  the  rail- 
road companies  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, of  which  there  is  a fair  prospect.  It  is  anti- 
cipated, that  when  this  line  shall  be  in  full  opera- 
tion, it  will  be  expedient  to  discontinue  the  express 
mails  between  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati,  atleast 
as  little  can  be  gained  by  them;  and  the  great  mail 
will  go  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  by  this 
route  in  about  eleven  days. 

It  is  hoped  the  bill  relative  to  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  upon  railroads,  which  passed  the  senate 
at  the  last  annual  session,  may  become  a law.  It 
is  liberal  to  the  railroad  companies,  and  would  pro- 
bably remove  all  obstacles  to  making  contracts 
with  them. 

For  some  time  to  come  the  mail  transportation 
will  be  nearly  stationary.  The  post  offices  will 
greatly  increase.  The  revenuewill  rapidly  advance 
as  soon  as  the  general  embarrassments  are  at  an 
end.  That  of  the  last  quarter  was  at  least  nine 
per  cent,  over  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last 
year;  but  the  same  relative  proportions  are  not  to  be 
expected  in  the  coming  quarters. 

The  number  of  dead  letters  returned  to  the  de- 
partment for  the  last  two  quarters  has  been  ascer- 
tained as  accurately  as  practicable.  For  the  quar- 
ter ending  30th  June  last  they  were  over  222,000, 
and  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  last  over 
225,000.  The  average  may  be  put  down  at  900,- 
000  annually.  At  12j  cents  each,  their  estimated 
average  postage,  the  loss  to  the  department  on 
these  letters  is  #112,500  a year. 

Estimating  the  letters  delivered  out  at  the  same 
average  rate,  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  number 
of  letters  delivered  from  the  post  offices  ofthe  United 
States  during  the  last  year  was  29,360,992.  For 
free  letters  and  dead  letters  may  be  added  at  least 
3,00^000  more.  The  number  of  newspapers, 
pamphlets,  &c.  paying  postage,  conveyed  by  mail 
annually,  is  estimated  at  about  25,000,000.  The 
dead  and  free  newspapers  may  be  about  4,000,000. 

The  convenience  of  the  public  business,  and  the 
security  of  the  books  and  papers,  require  that  a fire- 
proof building  be  provided  for  this  department. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  clerks  provided  for  in  the 
appropriations  of  the  last  annual  session  be  made 
permanent. 

The  great  increase  of  the  number  of  post  offices 
and  in  the  magnitude  of  accounts  from  the  old  offi- 
ces, together  with  the  multiplication  of  contractors, 
renders  it  absolutely  necessary  to  augment  the  force 
of  the  auditor’s  office. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  more  faithful, 
devoted  and  efficient  public  officers  than  my  three 
assistants  cannot  be  found,  and  that  the  clerks  gen- 
erally partake  of  their  spirit. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness done  in  this  department  from  the  fact,  that 
the  communications  of  all  sorts  received  in  the  dif- 
ferent offices,  excluding  the  auditor’s  office, amount 
to  a daily  average  of  about  860  for  the  working 


days,  equal  to  269,180  a year;  the  communications 
sent,  to  about  470  daily,  equal  to  147,110  a year; 
and  the  cases  actually  decided  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  to  48  daiiy,  equal  to  15,024  a year. 

The  magnitude  of  the  work  done  by  the  auditor 
and  his  clerks  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact,  that 
they  examine  and  adjust  the  four  quarterly  accounts 
of  each  postmaster,  making  near  48,000  accounts  a 
year,  and  the  accounts  of  each  contractor  quarterly 
or  oltener,  making  about  7,000  a year;  keeping  the 
mass  of  books  required  in  this  service;  closing  each 
year  the  accounts  of  about  2,000  ex-postmasters; 
and  carrying  on  the  heavy  correspondence  growing 
out  of  these  extensive  duties. 

Herewith  is  an  interesting  statement  of  the  first 
assistant,  relative  to  mail  transportation.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
To  the  president  ofthe  United  Stale. 

Post  Office  Department.  October  13,  1837. 
oir:  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  adopted  on  the  1st  instant,  and 
received  by  me  on  the  5th,  1 have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

1st.  The  resolution  asks  for  “the  balances  now 
on  hand,  so  far  as  ascertained,  to  the  credit  of  the 
department.” 

The  department  has  in  bank,  exclusive  of  outstand- 
ing warrants  #444,629  41 

In  the  hands  of  postmasters,  reported  334,580  39 


779,209  80 


2d.  “An  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments during  the  residue  of  the  current  year.” 

The  nett  receipts  of  post  offices  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing 31st  December  next,  are  esti- 
mated at  #760,000  00 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  quar- 
ter are  estimated  at  170,000  00 

3d.  “The  aggregate  amount  received  and  disbursed 
by  the  department  since  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  dis 
tinguis'ning  the  amount  in  specie  from  that  in  other 
funds.”  f 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank  since 
the  1st  day  of  May  last,  is  #124,370  62 

The  amount  reported  as  received  by 

draft  offices,  544,812  87 

The  amount  received  by  contractors 
from  collection  offices  during  the 
quarter  ending  30th  September 
last,  was  237,970  3S 

The  amount  received  in  the  same 
manner  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  being  a fraction  of  a 
quarter,  cannot  be  ascertained 
without  taking  more  time  than  the 
present  session  of  congress  will 
allow,  but  it  is  estimated  at  50,000  00 


Total  receipts,  #957,153  87 

The  disbursements  have  been: 

By  warrants  on  banks  #452,524  35 

By  drafts  on  postmasters  178,832  89 

By  collections  from  postmasters  with- 
out drafts,  in  part  estimated  387,970  38 


Total  disbursements 


1,019,327  62 


It  is  not  possible  to  distinguish  the  amount  re- 
ceived and  disbursed  in  specie  from  that  in  olher 
funds.  Of  the  deposites  in  bank,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  greater  part  was  in  bank  notes,  having  been 
made  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
The  department  has  no  report  ofthe  funds  in  which 
warrants  on  banks  have  been  paid.  It  is  under- 
stood that  five  banks  have  continued  to  pay  its 
warrants  in  specie  since  the  suspension,  and  have 
so  paid  #28,279  62.  There  has  also  been  paid  by 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  the  sum  of  #35,426  71 
in  specie,  which  was  specially  deposited. 

It  is  probable  that  most  of  the  balance,  as  well 
since  as  before  the  suspension,  has  been  paid  in 
bank  notes.  If  so,  they  have  been  received  by  the 
creditors  of  the  department  of  their  own  choice;  for 
all  warrants  on  banks  returned  with  proof  of  refusal 
to  pay  in  the  legal  currency  ofthe  United  States, 
have  been  promptly  paid  in  gold  and  silver.  No 
drafts  on  postmasters,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  balances  due  contractors,  have  been  return- 
ed for  refusal  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  and  it  is  not 
doubted  that  nearly  the  whole  amount  has  been 
paid  in  that  currency.  In  that  currency,  also,  the 
collections  by  contractors  have  generally  been 
made.  That  there  are  many  exceptions  in  the  ten 
thousand  post  offices  from  which  the  contractors 
collect,  is  very  probable;  but  only  nine  postmasters 
have  been  reported  to  the  department  for  refusing 
to  pay  in  gold  or  silver,  and  their  aggregate  quar- 
terly balances  do  not  exceed  #1,525.  Eight  other 


cases  are  reported,  involving  about  #1,600,  in 
which  bank  notes  had  been  received  by  district  at- 
torneys and  others  for  old  debts  due  the  depart- 
ment. In  some  of  these  cases,  the  notes  or  certifi- 
cates of  deposite  have  been  returned,  in  others  re- 
tained, because  there  was  a bad  prospect  of  getting 
any  thing  else. 

4.  “The  regulations  touching  the  funds  to  be  re- 
ceived and  disbursed,  if  any,  other  than  those  alrea- 
dy communicated.” 

No  regulations  not  already  communicated  have 
been  issued. 

5.  “The  instances  in  which  those  regulations 
have  been  disobeyed  or  dispensed  with.” 

In  no  instance  have  the  regulations  relative  to 
receipts  and  disbursements  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States  been  “dispensed  with.” 

There  is  no  law  or  regulation  expressly  requiring 
postmasters  to  collect  postages  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent.  Gold  and  silve'r  constitute  by  law  the 
currency  ofthe  United  States,  and  the  standing  re- 
gulations inform  postmasters  that  they  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  that  currency  or  its  equivalent,  and 
that  no  credit  will  be  given  them  for  depreciation 
of  bank  notes  or  for  counterfeits.  Before  the  late 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  postmasters 
took  bank  notes  on  their  own  risk,  being  required 
to  account  for  the  legal  currency.  The  ten  thou- 
sand collection  offices  remain  on  the  same  footing 
still,  and  the  only  change  made  by  the  circular  of 
May  13,  1S37,  to  the  draft  office;?,  was  to  prevent 
further  deposites  in  banks.  To  ensure  greater  cer- 
tainty in  meeting  the  drafts  of  the  department, 
they  were  required  to  retain  the  amount  due  in 
specie.  The  former  regulations  in  reference  to 
collections  were  not  changed.  The  cases  where 
postmasters  have  been  reported  for  refusal  to  pay 
specie  on  demand,  are  rather  violations  of  law  than 
of  the  regulations  of  the  department,  and  are  so 
treated. 

6.  “Separate  statements  of  the  aggregate  amounts 
left  in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  deposited  in  bank,  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  or  other  depositories,  since  the  date  first 
mentioned.” 

The  amount  leftin  the  hands  of  postmasters  since 
the  first  of  May,  most  of  which  would  have  been 
deposited  in  banks  under  the  former  system,  is 
#544,812  87. 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank,  as  exhibited 
above,  is  #124,370  62. 

No  deposites  have  been  made  by  this  depart- 
ment in  the  mint  or  its  branches,  or  in  other  deposi- 
tories, nor  has  any  thing  been  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  operations  of  this 
department  since  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the 
notes  of  those  institutions,  though  to  some  extent 
tolerated  by  law  in  the  transactions  ofthe  govern- 
ment as  long  as  redeemable  and  redeemed  in  gold 
and  silver,  are  expressly  prohibited  to  its  use  when 
no  longer  so  redeemed;  that  it  was  in  obedience  to 
the  law  that  this  department,  on  the  suspension  of 
the  hanks,  took  prompt  measures  to  prevent  their 
receipt  and  avoid  their  disbursement  in  its  own 
operations;  that  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the 
banks  occurred  in  the  month  of  May,  one  of  those 
months  in  which  the  quarterly  balances  due  to  con- 
tractors are  chiefly  paid  off;  that  the  entire  available 
means  of  the  department  for  that  purpose  were  de- 
posited in  the  banks;  that  the  department  had  no 
alternative  but  to  continue  its  warrants  on  the 
banks,  or  stop  payment  altogether;  that  inasmuch 
as  the  banks  had  given  no  notice  of  an  intention  to 
refuse  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent  in  paying 
out  the  deposites  ofthe  department,  it  was  consid- 
ered no  violation  of  law  to  draw  on  them  as  if  noth- 
ing bad  occurred;  for  that  reason,  as  well  as  to  avoid 
an  absolute  stoppage  of  payment,  and  gain  time  to 
accumulate  a specie  fund,  the  issue  of  warrants  on 
banks  was  continued,  but  instant  steps  were  taken 
to  provide  a specie  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  as 
might  be  returned  with  proof  of  the  refusal  of  the 
banks  to  pay  them  in  gold  and  silver;  by  the  time 
they  began  to  return,  the  department  had  an  ample 
fund  for  their  payment,  and  in  every  instance  they 
have  been  paid  in  the  lpgal  currency  of  the  United 
States.  By  these  means,  without  sanctioning  or 
countenancing  the  receipt  or  disbursement  of  de- 
preciated bank  notes,  this  department  has  been 
enabled  thus  far  to  outride  the  storm,  with  its  credit 
unimpaired,  and  is  confident  in  its  capacity  to  carry 
on  its  operations,  according  to  existing  laws,  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  gold  and  silver  only. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
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OtJ-Tf  any  of  our  readers  have  objected  to  the 
space  recently  occupied  by  the  proceedings  of  con- 
gress, public  documents,  &c.  they  are  assured  that 
they  were  inserted  only  from  the  deepest  convic- 
tions of  public  duty,  and  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  objects  of  this  work. 

But  having,  in  some  degree,  cleared  our  files  of 
documents,  we  hope  hereafter  to  present  our  rea- 
ders with  a greater  variety  of  miscellaneous  ar- 
ticles, of  which  w’e  have  a very  large  number  pre- 
pared for  the  press. 

Department  of  state.  January  17,  1838. — 
Information  has  been  received  at  this  department 
of  tire  payment  to  the  chage  d’affaires  of  the  United 
States  at  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  of  November  last,  of 
ten  thousand  milreis,  in  full  of  the  first  instalment 
of  indemnity  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Portuguese 
government,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  ow- 
ners of  the  ship  Galatea,  the  brigs  Ann,  Planter, 
Osprey,  Quito,  and  Perseverance,  and  the  schooner 
Gleaner,  and  of  the  seamen  of  the  Galatea  and 
Planter. 


The  banks,  Sic.  The  Albany  Argus  says:  The 
Bank  of  Albany  and  the  Commercial  bank  of  this 
city  having  announced  their  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  all  of  the  Albany  banks  have  now  resu- 
med the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  specie 

The  New  York  American  on  noticing  the  re- 
sumption of  the  Albany  banks,  says:  “We  cannot 
but  look  upon  this  notice  from  the  Argus,  as  upon 
some  similar  notices  in  some  of  our  city  papers, 
respecting  two  or  three  banks  here,  as  injudicious, 
and,  possibly,  injurious,  by  misleading  opinion. 

It  is  not  accurate,  in  point  of  fact,  to  say  of  any 
bank  that  it  has  resumed  specie  payments,  when  it 
does  not  pay  its  deposites  in  specie,  if  required,  as 
well  as  its  notes;  and  when,  moreover,  its  notes  had 
mainly  been  withdrawn  before  giving  the  notice. 

It  looks,  too,  like  “paltering  with  us  in  a double 
sense.’  ” 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  Monday  says,  “There 
was  a private  meeting  of  the  officers  of  our  city 
banks  on  Saturday  evening,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
suming specie  payments,  it  is  rumored,  but  the  re- 
“’"tf  of  their  deliberations  wpwot .auie  io  ieam. 

The  New  Haven  (Ct.)  bank  resumed  the  pay- 
ment of  its  bills  with  specie  on  Tuesday. 

The  Commonwealth  bank  of  Boston  has  stopped 
payment,  and  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  asso- 
ciated banks  of  that  city.  It  was  a deposite  bank, 
and  has,  according  to  a statement  of  a correspondent 
of  the  Intelligencer,  “a  very  large  amount  of  bills  in 
circulation.  All  the  fishing  bounties  in  this  state 
have  lately  been  paid  out  in  their  bills.  Some  few 
individuals  owe  them  a large  amount.  John  K. 
Simpson,  in  particular,  owed  them  a very  heavy 
sum,  and  his  (recent)  death  has  probably  hastened 
their  destruction.  He  was  president  of  the  bank.” 

Some  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  its  bills 
will  be  redeemed,  but  recent  statements  do  not  con- 
firm that  impression. 

The  failure,  it  is  stated,  was  caused  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  government  drafts  which  they  could  not 


meet. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  now  in  ses- 
sion. has  appointed  committees  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  Franklin  and  Lafay- 
ette Banks,  which  hold  secret  sessions  daily. 

A committee  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  is 
now  engaged  in  inspecting  the  business  of  the 
banks  of  that  state. 

The  price  of  specie  was  last  week  rapidly  de- 
clining in  New  York,  Philadehia,  See.  It  is,  hovv- 
p vp*--  7 Tho  following  are  the  latest 
quotations  we  have  seen: 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  o f Jan.  17. 

Specie.  The  sales  this  morning  were  500  patriot 
doubloons  at  $16. OS.  We  note  American  gold  3a4 
premium;  half  dollars  34  do.,  quarters  24a-  do; 
Mexican  dollars  3a-  do;  Spanish  do.  4al0  do;  five 
franc  pieces  95ja98j;  sovereigns  06;  doubloons 
$'17a$17.25;  patriot  do.  $'I6.00a$16.08. 

Treasury  notes — j-aj  premium.  Sales  of  02,000 
at  former  rate. 


Sales  at  the  New  York  Slock  Exchange,  Jan.  18. 

60  shares  Unite'.  States  bank,  - - 119 

Sales  at  the  Philadelphia  Stock  Exchange,  Jan.  18. 
6 shares  U.  S.  bank,  - - - 121 

50  treasury  notes,  one  mill  per  cent.  - 101 
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U.  S.  Bank.  A letter  received  yesterday  by  a 
gentleman  of  this  city  from  his  correspondent  in 
Philadelphia,  mentions  that  Mr.  Jaudon,  the  agent 
of  the  U.  S.  bank  in  London,"  had  disposed  of 
07,000,000  of  the  stock  of  that  institution  on  favor- 
able terms. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Jaudon’s  proceedings  in  Lon- 
don, the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  quotes  the  fol- 
lowing-paragraph from  a London  paper  of  Decem- 
ber 9th: 

“The  opening  of  the  United  States  bank,  which 
has  been  established  here,  conducted  by  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Jaudon,  has  already  been  of  material  importance 
to  the  American  trade,  in  providing  the  means  of 
easy  and  safe  remittances.  The  orders  received 
for  British  manufactured  and  other  goods  by  the 
packet  ships  Orpheus  and  Sampson,  which  have 
come  in  this  week,  are  considerable,  by  which  in- 
creased employment  will  be  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  manufacturing  districts,  during,  it  is 
hoped,  the  greater  portion  of  the  inclement  season 
of  the  year.”  [Balt  Amer. 

Latest  from  Texas.  We  learn  from  the  New 
Orleans  Picayune  of  the  12th  inst.  that  the  steamer 
Constitution  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  7th  inst. 
from  Galveston,  and  brings  intelligence  that  a great 
panic  was  created  at  Houston  by  the  arrival  of  an 
express  with  the  report  that  Bexar  (San  Antonio) 
had  been  surrounded  by  a body  of  Mexicans.  It 
was,  how’ever,  ascertained  subsequently  that  the 
whole  story  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  60  or 
100  Mexican  robbers  having  attacked  the  post. 
The  outer  sentry  was  killed,  one  soldier  captured, 
and  the  horses  of  the  cavalry  carried  off. 

Captains  Carnes  and  Wells  pursued  the  marau- 
ders, but  having  no  horses  they  returned  without 
effecting  any  thing. 

The  people  of  Texas  are  somewhat  aroused  by 
these  rumors  of  invasion.  Four  hundred  and  nine- 
ty five  men  had  been  raised  at  Houston  and  great 
anxiety  was  manifested  to  encounter  the  enemy 
whether  he  should  make  an  irruption  from  the 
west,  or  a descent  upon  the  eastern  coast. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  give  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Courier  of  vesterdav  evening,  com- 
iu3.m:-diea  to  tne  captain  ot  the  constnuin?,,  a 
gentleman  w'ho  left  San  Antonio,  on  the  4th 
stant:— 

“The  rumor  afloat,  relative  to  an  invasion  from 
Mexico,  originated  from  some  spies  who  discovered 
near  San  Patricio  a body  of  several  hundred  Mexi- 
cans. Their  horses  cropped  close  four  acres  of 
grass  on  each  night.  Every  encampment  exhibited 
marks  of  about  a hundred  fires.  They  had  five 
wagons,  and  possibly  some  cannon. 

“It  was  generally  supposed  at  San  Antonio,  that 
they  had  been  sent  out  to  protect  the  herdsmen, 
who  are  driving  in  cattle  towards  the  Rio  Graride.” 

President  Houston  has  issued  his  proclamation, 
recalling  all  the  Texan  agents  authorized  to  sell 
land  scrip,  and  revoking  their  powers;  and  declar- 
ing that  hereafter  no  land  scrip  is  to  be  sold  for  less 
than  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  acre;  and  that 
when  such  scrip  be  sold,  the  money  to  be  placed 
in  specie  paying  banks,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  sale  attested  by 
the  cashier  of  such  bank;  that  hereafter  no  money 
will  be  received  for  any  debts  or  dues  payable  to 
the  republic,  either  for  custom  or  taxes,  except  pro- 
missory notes  of  the  government,  gold  or  silver; 
that  all  land  scrip  sold  on  credit  heretofore,  must 
be  returned,  and  the  land  relinquished  and  cancel- 
led, as  no  agents  are  ever  authorized  to  sell  on  credit 
but  positively  and  expressly  limited  only  for  cash. 


Mississippi.  We  published  a letter  a few  days 
since,  showing  the  state  of  parties  in  the  Mississip- 
pi legislature,  now  in  session,  and  the  probability 
of  the  election  of  a democratic  senator  to  succeed 
Mr.  Black,  in  a few  days.  We  hourly  expect  to 
receive  this  intelligence.  The  following  extracts 
from  two  leading  papers  of  opposite  politics  confir  m 
the  statements  of  our  correspondent  as  to  the  rela- 
tive strength  of  parties  in  the  legislature: 


[ Globe. 

From  the  Vicksburg  Sentinel  and  Expositor  of  Janu- 
ary 2 — a whig  paper. 

“The  administration  party  has  a majority  of 
twenty  or  thirty  votes  in  the  legislature,  and  if  they 
wish,  they  can  easily  elect  their  man.” 


From  the  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the  21  st  Dec. 

“The  next  session  of  the  legislature  commences 
at  Jackson  on  the  first  Monday  (the  first  day)  of 
January,  1838.  The  following  is  an  accurate  po- 
litical classification  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture: In  the  senate,  democrats,  17;  whigs,  13.  In 

the  house,  democrats,  53;  whigs,  37.  Democratic 
majority  on  joint  ballot,  20.” 

From  Canada.  The  following  extracts  contain 
all  (he  authentic  intelligence  from  Canada  which 
we  have  received  since  our  last.  Gen.  Scott  and 
gov.  Marcy  left  Buffalo  on  Saturday  last  for  Schlos- 
ser;  at  which  place  it  is  said  a large  number  of 
wagons  had  arrived  for  the  purpose  ot  conveying 
the  troops  on  Navy  Island,  as  was  believed,  to  Lew- 
istown.  A heavy  cannonading  was  heard  in  the 
vicinity  of  Navy  Island  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
inst.  but  it  does  not  appear  that  a regular  demon- 
stration has  been  made'  against  it. 

Volunteers  are  crowding  to  the  scene  of  hostili- 
ties to  protect  our  shore;  but  we  believe  there  is  no 
danger  that  our  troops  will  come  into  collision  with 
the  British  forces,  and  will  be  greatly  disappointed 
if  the  presence  of  general  Scott  does  not  speedily 
restore  tranquillity.  He  is  a great  favorite  with 
our  citizens  in  that  section,  and  the  most  implicit 
reliance  is  placed  on  his  vigilance  and  discretion. 

The  special  messenger  alluded  to  in  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  arrived  in 
Washington  yesterday. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  2d  edi- 
tion of  Thursday,  2,  P.  M.  says — “A  messenger 
from  Upper  Canada  passed  through  this  city  yester- 
day, with  despatches  from  governor  Head  to  Mr. 
Fox,  the  British  minister  at  Washington.  They 
are  understood  to  relate  to  the  Schlosser  affair;  and 
are  supposed  to  specify  the  circumstances  and  mo- 
tives which  occasioned  the  orders  for  the  attack.” 

The  Buffalo  Journal  of  the  11th  inst.  says:  Capt. 
G.  Wright  of  U.  S.  army,  commanding  the  recruit- 
ing station  in  this  city,  has  received  orders  from 
Washington,  to  occupy  Fort  Niagara  with  all  his 
disposable  force  from  here,  and  an  additional  num- 
ber from  Rochester  to  make  up  50  men. 

n„ iiuany  Argus  oi  tne  J3th  in**  oalro.  tw 

hundred  regular  troops,  from  New  York,  took  pas- 
sage in  the  9 o’clock  train  of  cars  yesterday,  for  the 
frontier,  under  the  charge  of  major  Young.  They 
were  to  be  joined,  we  understand,  by  some  150 
more  on  their  way.  Several  hundred  stand  of  arms 
went  with  them,  from  the  U.  S.  arsenal  at  Wa- 
tervliet. 

From  the  New  York  American  of  Wednesday. 

From  the  frontier  we  have  more  intelligence  to 
day.  We  regret  that  gov.  Head  should  have  ap- 
proved col.  McNabb’s  course  in  ordering  the 
Caroline  to  be  cut  out.  By  the  letter  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  expedition,  however,  it  would 
seem  that  when  they  embarked  on  it,  the  Caroline 
was  thought  to  be  at  Navy  Island;  and  that  when 
not  found  there,  the  expedition,  nevertheless,  pro- 
ceeded ’til  they  found  her  “moored  between  the 
island  and  the  main  shore.”  How  this  tallies  with 
the  subsequent  statemeut  that  those  who  did  not 
resist  “were  quietly  put  on  shore,”  we  hardly  un- 
derstand, unless  it  be  intended  to  say,  which  has 
no  where  else  been  hinted  at,  that  they  were  taken 
on  board  the  attacking  boats  and  rowed  to  the  main 
shore.  Concerning  another  material  fact,  there  is 
manifest  falsehood  somewhere,  for  Captain  Drew 
avers  that  his  boats  were  first  fired  upon  by  the 
sentinel,  and  that  there  was  armed  resistance  from 
the  steamboat,  while,  on  our  side,  it  is  solemnly 
sworn  there  were  no  arms  used,  or  on  board. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  of  12/A. 

Governor  Marcy  and  major  general  Scott,  of 
the  United  States  army,  arrived  in  this  city  about 
12  o’clock  last  night.  Geri.  Scott  has,  we  under- 
stand, been  ordered  here  to  take  command  of  all  the 
militia  and  other  forces  which  have,  or  may  be  or- 
dered to  this  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
our  own  laws  and  fulfilling  in  good  faith  the  treaty 
stipulations  of  our  government  with  that  of  Great 
Britian. 

The  governor,  we  understand,  will  order  into 
service  so  many  of  our  patriotic  militia  as  general 
Scott  may  require,  and  the  latter  officer,  we  pre- 
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sutne,  is  fully  instructed  as  the  course  which  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  nation  require  the  general 
government  to  pursue.  From  the  high  standing 
and  known  ability  of  gen.  Scott,  we  doubt  not  that 
all  orders  of  his  will  be  promptly,  efficiently,  and 
exactly  executed. 

The  arrival  of  gen.  Scott  will,  it  is  generally 
thought,  put  an  end  to  the  Canada  war,  on  this  side 
at  least.  We  have  the  data  for  giving  a full  and 
complete  history  of  the  manner  in  which  the  excite- 
ment here  was  got  up,  and  the  means  that  have  been 
employed  to  increase  and  prolong  it,  which  we  shall 
take  an  early  occasion  to  lay  before  our  readers. 
When  the  facts  are  all  known,  they  will  serve  to 
confirm  chancellor  Oxenstiern’s  estimate  of  the 
causes  producing  great  events. 

[ From,  the  St  Catharines  ( U.  S.)  Journal ] 

Postcript.  The  following  document,  in  MS. 
has  been  placed  in  our  hands,  which  sets  the  mat- 
ter in  its  true  light.  We  have  also  received  sundry 
official  despatches  affidavits,  &c.  testifying  to  the 
principal  incidents  of  the  whole  transaction,  which 
are  too  lengthy  for  insertion,  at  this  late  hour,  but 
will  be  given  in  our  next: 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  quarters , Chippewa,  Jan.  3,  1838. 

Col.  McNabb  has  great  satisfaction  in  announ- 
cing to  the  forces  under  his  command,  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  pirates  on  Navy  Island,  which  was  ef- 
fected in  a manner  so  highly  creditable  to  the  gal- 
lant volunteers  from  the  naval  brigade  and  troops, 
on  the  night  of  the  29th  Dec.  1837,  has  met  with 
the  unqualified  approbation  of  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor,  and  that  his  excellency  desires 
to  express  to  capt.  Drew,  and  to  the  brave  volun- 
teers who  accompanied  him,  his  thanks  for  the  im- 
portant service  they  have  rendered  to  this  province, 
and  which  his  excellency  will  lose  no  time  in  mak- 
ing known  to  her  majesty’s  government.  By 
order,  &c.  BROCK  YOUNG, 

Assistant  brigade  major. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Drew,  commander 
royal  navy,  to  the  honorable  A . N.  McNabb,  colonel 
commandin';  her  majesty’s  forces: 

Head  quarters,  Chippewa,  oOthDec.,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  in 
obedience  to  your  commands  to  burn,  sink,  or  des- 
troy the  piratical  steam  vessel  which  had  been  ply- 
ing between  Navy  Island  and  the  American  shore 
the  whole  of  yesterday,  I ordered  a look  out  to  be 
kept  upon  her,  and  at  about  5 P.  M.  of  yesterday, 
when  the  day  had  closed  in,  Mr.  Harris  of  the  roy- 
al navy  reported  the  vessel  to  me  as  having  moved 
olf  Navy  Island.  I immediately  directed  five  boats 
to  be  armed  and  manned  with. da  volunteers,  and  at 
nhnnt  ll^O-Iock,  Prtffir.  We  pilsneu  urr  p-  ii_  _ 
snoreTor  Navy  Island,  when  not  finding  her  there, 
as  expected,  we  went  in  search,  and  found  her  moor- 
ed between  the  Island  and  the  main  shore. 

I then  assembled  the  boats  olf  the  point  of  the 
Island,  and  dropped  quietly  down  upon  the  steamer; 
we  were  not  discovered  until  within  twenty  yards 
of  her,  when  the  sentry  upon  the  gangw-ay  hailed 
us,  and  asked  for  the  countersign,  which  I fold  him 
we  would  give  when  we  got  on  board;  he  then  fired 
upon  us,  when  we  immediately  boarded  and  found 
from  twenty  to  thirty  men  upon  her  decks,  who 
were  easily  overcome,  and  in  two  minutes  she  was 
in  our  possession.  As  the  current  was  running 
strong,  and  our  position  close  to  the  Falls  of  Nia- 
gara, I deemed  it  most  prudent  to  burn  the  vessel; 
but  previously  to  setting  her  on  fire,  we  took  the 
precaution  to  loose  her  from  her  moorings,  and  turn 
her  out  into  the  stream,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
the  destruction  of  any  tiling  like  American  proper- 
ty. In  short,  all  those  on  board  the  steamer  who 
did  not  resist,  were  quietly  put  on  shore,  as  I thought 
it  possible  there  might  be  some  American  citizens 
on  board.  Those  who  assailed  us  were  of  course 
dealt  with  according  to  the  usages  of  war. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  accompanied  me;  their  cool- 
ness and  bravery  show  what  may  be  expected  from 
them  when  their  country  requires  their  services; 
where  all  behave  so  well  it  would  be  invidious  in 
me  to  particularize  any  one,  but  I may  be  excused 
for  mentioning  the  gailant  conduct  of  lieut.  Shep- 
ard McCormack,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  nobly 
seconded  me,  and  had  to  encounter  several  of  the 
pirates  in  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel,  by  which  I 
regret  to  say  he  has  received  five  desperate  wounds; 
we  have  also  two  others  wounded,  and  I regret  to 
add  that  five  or  six  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  A 
return  of  our  wounded  I beg  to  subjoin.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  ob’t  humble  servant. 

ANDREW  DREW, 
Commander  of  the  royal  navy. 

P.  S.  I beg  to  add  that  we  brought  one  prisoner 
away,  a British  subject,  in  consequence  of  his  ac- 


knowledging that  he  had  belonged  to  Duncoinbe’s 
army,  and  was  on  board  the  steamer  to  join  Mac- 
kenzie upon  Navy  Island.  ANDREW  DREW. 

Return  of  the  wounded.  Lieutenant  Shepard  Mc- 
Cormack, royal  navy,  desperately;  captain  Warren, 
slightly;  John  Arnold,  severely. 

ANDREW  DREW. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  honorable  A.  N.  Mc- 
Nabb, to  Colonel  Strachan. 

Head  quarters,  Chippewa,  Jan.  1st,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  for  the 
information  of  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, the  report  of  captain  Drew,  R.  N.,  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  by  fire,  of  the  piratical 
steamer  Caroline,  while  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  rebels  of  Navy  Island. 

The  report  of  that  gallant  officer,  his  excellency 
will  observe,  is  written  with  that  modesty  which 
always  distinguishes  the  accounts  of  a brave  man 
of  his  own  valor;  but  I beg  to  assure  his  excel- 
lency, that  it  was  a mostdaring  and  spirited  action, 
and  for  which  I feel  most  grateful  to  capt.  Drew 
and  the  brave  fellows  under  his  command,  who  so 
nobly  volunteered  to  perform  this  desperate  service. 

I shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  forward  to 
his  excellency  the  names  of  the  party  under  capt. 
Drew,  that  the  country  may  know  every  actor  in 
this  gallant  affair. 

It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  state, 
that  capt.  McCormack,  although  severely  wound- 
ed, is  in  a fair  way  of  recovery.  Capt.  Arnold’s 
wound  will,  I trust,  soon  be  healed.  Capt.  War- 
ren, (late  of  the  66th),  is  doing  duty  as  usual. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yout  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  ALLAN  N.  McNABB, 

Colonel  commanding. 

To  col.  Strachan,  military  secretary,  <§-c.  §c.  Sfc. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  one  of  our  most  respectable 
and  intelligent  citizens,  who  resides  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  scene  of  hostilities,  to  a gentleman  in  Wash- 
ington— and  publish  it  for  general  information, 
though  not  concurring  in  many  of  its  inferences. 

"You  ask — -‘What  is  to  be  the  result  of  things  in 
Canada?’ 

I had  partly  anticipated  your  question  in  a pre- 
vious letter,  which  was  in  transitu  with  yours,  and 
I will  now  proceed  with  the  remainder. 

At  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  England,  from 
France,  under  general  Wolf,  the  conquerors  con- 
ceded to  the  conquered  the  right  to  retain  their  lan- 
guage and  laws  in  public  uses  and  records;  also, 
their  large  seignories,  or  manorial  grants  of  land, 
and  their  glebu  reliplpn.  Bv  this  liberal 

concession,  the  1 rench  people  have  retained  a ma- 
j — -•! y of  the  members  in  the  lower  house  of  the 
provincial  parliament. 

Since  the  conquest,  and  under  the  wings  of  the 
British  government,  there  has  been  a gradual  cur- 
rent of  an  English  Protestant  emigration,  whose 
industry  and  enterprize  go  to  build  up  society  at 
a pace  that  threatens,  eventually,  to  overgrow  the 
old  French  canaille  Catholic  population,  and  to 
take  away  their  place,  nation,  language  and  reli- 
gion, somewhat  as  the  whites  overgrow  our  old  In- 
dian villages. 

Their  priests  see  it  and  fear  the  final  result,  and 
have  for  years  past  been  instigating  their  people 
on  to  measures  opposing  the  administration  of  the 
British  government  over  them,  while  they  yet  have 
the  power  to  elect  a majority  in  their  house  of  as- 
sembly, hoping  for  some  contingency,  either  by  a 
war,  or  otherwise,  to  get  a cession  of  Canada  to 
the  United  States,  under  which  to  erect  the  pro- 
vince into  a state  government  under  our  confedera- 
cy, in  which  event  they  could  retain  their  old  lan- 
guage, laws  and  religion,  and  have  a strong  foot- 
hold to  extend  their  influence  over  the  United 
States.  But  in  the  management  of  the  Cana- 
dian affairs  they  have  had  the  adroit  cunning  to 
keep  themselves  in  the  back  ground.  But  they 
brought  forward  Mr.  Papineau,  a man  of  some 
tajent,  as  their  ostensible  leader,  who  has  led  on 
the  measures  at  home,  and  has  corresponded  witti 
Messrs.  Hume  and  Roebuck,  members  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  and  also  with  M’Kenzie  of  the 
Upper  Province,  who,  among  them  all,  have  raised 
a great  hue  and  cry  about  the  cruel  tyranny  and 
oppression  of  the  British  colonial  government, 
making  a strong  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  our 
citizens  in  favour  of  their  freedom  and  liberties, 
and  to  involve  us  in  a war  with  England  in  order 
to  seduce  and  use  us  as  the  instrument  to  accom- 
plish their  ultimate  object — while  the  true  fact  of 
the  case  is,  it  was  only  a conflict  between  the  old 
French  Catholic  colonists  and  the  later  English 
Protestant  emigrants,  who,  or  which  of  them 
should  govern  Lower  Canada!  This  was,  as  I un- 
derstood, the  subject  last  summer  in  Upper  Canada, 


and  it  is  what  you  will  see  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  the  house  of  assembly,  with  Mr.  Papineau 
for  their  speaker,  have,  for  three  or  four  years  past 
refused  to  grant  supply  bills  to  pay  their  public  of- 
ficers, and  claimed  the  right  to  elect  their  governor 
and  their  legislative  council — which  measures,  if 
granted,  would  have  stripped  the  British  govern- 
ment of  all  its  authority  over  the  province.  That 
all  the  names  of  the  rebels  given  in  our  public 
prints,  are  French  names,  except  their  general 
Brown,  who  was  formerly  from  Vermont,  and  a 
doctor  Nelson,  whom  they  had  seduced  into  their 
ranks:  again,  that  all  the  English  Protestant  popu- 
lation sided  with  government  and  volunteered  in 
the  militia. 

The  English  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
government  for  giving  too  much  indulgence  to  the 
French  people,  in  their  claims,  clamors,  and  cabals, 
for  years  past — while  the  fact  was  that  England  was 
tied  down  by  the  terms  of  the  old  treaty  and  could 
not  well  recall  the  rights  conceded  to  the  old 
French  colonists.  And  1 presume  on  it  as  a pro- 
bability, that  the  English  government  has  design- 
edly played  this  game  of  imbecile  policy,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  French  population  to  go 
on  to  actual  rebellion,  and  then,  under  the  2d  con- 
quest, to  add  new  terms  to  the  old  treaty  by  order- 
ing all  public  transactions  to  be  made  in  English 
under  English  laws;  the  large  manorial  tracts  of 
land  to  be  cut  up  and  sold,  and  to  make  some  dis- 
position of  the  glebe  lands. 

This  is  the  view  of  Lower  Canada  affairs  as  I 
understand  them,  and  all  the  developments  of  their 
civil  war  and  rebellion  have  so  far  confirmed  my 
opinions  on  the  subject. 

Having  kept  no  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
about  the  18th  or  20th  December,  I have  forgotten 
how  far  I detail  to  you  the  affairs  of  Upper  Cana- 
da. I will  briefly  add  here,  that  after  M’Kenzie 
had  delved  away  with  his  newspaper,  in  opposition 
to  the  government,  for  ten  years,  in  which  time  he 
once  had  obtained  a majority  of  the  members  in 
the  house  of  assembly  and  himself  elected  a mem- 
ber, yet  under  the  new  governor,  Head,  who  came 
there  nearly  two  years  ago,  found  the  majority  of 
the  house  against  him,  dissolved  the  parliament,  is- 
sued w'rils  for  a new  election,  which  was  had  in 
August  or  September,  1836,  in  which  a majority  of 
from  14  to  20,  in  62  members,  were  returned  in  fa- 
vor of  the  government  and  its  administration  under 
the  new  governor,  and  M’Kenzie  lost  more  than 
half  of  his  former  ground. 

I believe  that  I described  the  class  and  charac- 
ter of  the  radical  party,  and  said  that  the  old 
tories  nr  Upper  Canada  loyalists,  and  also  the  bet- 
ter  C13.SS0S  or  lliv^  u — -»*  1 L,  ^ nnrl  Tnch  Ptnl“ 

grants,  composing  the  great  body  of  the  intelli- 
gence, wealth,  and  influence  of  the  province,  were 
decided  monarchists.  That  a few  disappointed 
men  among  them,  were  the  leaders  of  the  radical 
prrty — that  the  great  body  of  the  radicals  belonged 
to  the  middling  and  lower  classes  of  society — that 
although  these  voted  together  on  the  same  ticket, 
yet  they  embodied  two  parties.  The  more  intelli- 
gent among  them,  and  mostly  those  whose  industry 
had  made  themselves  a comfortable  living,  were 
reformers,  who,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Bidwell, 
(with  whom  I have  conversed,)  aimed  at  getting 
an  amelioration  in  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment by  a course  or  series  of  peaceful  politi- 
cal operations,  but  not  to  change  the  basis  princi- 
ples of  the  government — while  the  more  ignorant 
and  unintelligent  part  of  the  radicals,  who  could 
scarcely  tell  you  the  difference  between  reform  and 
rebellion,  were  the  revolutionists. 

There  is  no  such  grievous  oppression  of  the  go- 
vernment sufficient  to  bring  the  courage  of  these 
men  up  to  the  fighting  and  sticking  point.  They 
but  slightly  feel  what  they  talk  in  their  bar-room 
politics;  nor  are  their  few  leaders  of  intelligent 
men  endowed  with  the  capacity,  or  possess  the  po- 
litical and  military  science,  sufficient  to  plan  and 
execute  a revolution.  You  cannot  fully  understand 
these  remarks,  without  havingseen  tbeirpeople  arid 
compared  the  standard  or  ineir  intellect  vvio.  -■■■• 
Yankee  people — i™t  thp  result  shows  you  that  it 
was  such  men  that  both  M’Kenzie  and  doctorDnn- 
combe  had  with  them;  for,  when  the  rebellion  broko 
out,  the  reformers  left  the  radicals,  volunteered  in 
the  militia,  and  defended  the  government;  and 
M’Kenzie’s  1,000  men  only  stood  one  or  two  shots 
(back  of  Toronto),  before  they  fled,  and  noctor 
Duncombe’s  700,800,  or  900  men  at  Oakland,  near 
Mai  coin’s  mills,  retreated  to  Norwich.  12  miles, 
when  they  heard  that  McNabb,  with  the  govern- 
ment militia,  had  reached  Brantford,  12  miles  from 
Oakland,  and  at  Norwich  dispersed  without  firing 
a gun.  That  was  on  the  15th  December,  and  that 
ended  the  rebellion  in  Upper  Canada. 

M’Kenzie  fled  and  reached  Buffalo,  where  he 
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succeeded  in  exciting  the  feelings  of  our  citizens, 
to  call  meetings,  and  to  huzza  for  Papineau  and  li- 
berty— gathered  the  loafers  of  our  taverns  and  vil- 
lages, and  made  a pitch  on  Navy  Island  about  three 
weeks  ago.  This  forms  a nucleus  for  our  volun- 
teers, and  under  this  the  flaming  zeal  of  Canadian 
patriotism  has  overrun  this  section  of  the  state 
like  a wildfire.  They  have  got,  out  of  our  public 
arsenals,  or  elsewhere,  about  1,000  stand  of  small 
arms.  They  have  taken  the  field  pieces  out  of 
the  gun-houses  of  every  artillery  company  of  the 
state  militia,  in  Erie,  Chatauque,  Genessee,  Nia- 
gara, Orleans,  and  Monroe  counties,  until,  reports 
say  they  have  the  various  numbers  of  20,  24,  26, 
2S,  and  even  30  pieces  of  artillery  on  hand,  and 
they  have  got  abundance  of  provisions,  ammuni- 
tions and  munitions  on  hand,  and  an  army  of  1000, 
1500  and  even  2000  men — but  sober  men  say  the 
real  number  is  about  600  and  their  supplies  rather 
scant)'. 

Mr.  Garrow,  the  United  States  marshal,  with  a 
number  of  deputies,  has  been  on  the  lines  a fort- 
night, but  has  not  done  much,  Efficiently,  to  restrain 
them.  However,  the  state  commissary  of  New 
York  came  two  days  ago  and  made  a demand  of 
general  Van  Renssellaer  for  the  state  guns,  who 
took  2-1  hours  to  give  his  answer,  but  which  has 
not  yet  come  to  hand. 

Notwithstanding  this  tornado  of  patriotism  has 
been  blowing  over  us  like  a tempest  lor  a fortnight 
past,  yet  the  great  body  of  our  sensible,  intelligent, 
business  men,  are  right  in  head  and  heart,  but  they 
have  b°en  brow-beaten  down  by  the  others  with 
the  Shibboleth  of  tory — torv — Tory — and  they 
have  threatened  to  warn  men  out  of  town,  if  they 
wrote  and  communicated  any  of  their  proceedings. 
I had  an  accusation  made  against  me  for  writing  on 
an  affair  that  I had  no  knowledge  of  until  after  the 
accusation  was  made. 

Last  week  the  volunteers  got  a small  steam  boat 
at  Buffalo,  and  were  using  it  for  their  ferry  boat 
from  Fort  Schlosser  to  Navy  Island.  On  Friday 
night,  the  29th  nit.,  the  British  manned  five  row 
boats  at  Chippeway  to  take  her.  The  first  story 
we  heard  here  (25  miles  from  the  island),  on  Sa- 
turday was,  that  they  boarded  her,  lying  at  old 
Fort  Schlosser  landing,  fought  and  killed  all  but 
two  or  three  of  the  thirty  men  on  board,  towed  her 
into  the  stream,  sat  fire  to  her  and  sent  her  over  the 
Falls!  This  most  unlucky,  as  well  as  most  unwar- 
rantable, act,  called  out  a regiment  of  our  militia  on 
Sunday  to  go  and  guard  the  lines. 

The  later  story  is  that  colonel  M’Nabb,  of  the 
Canadian  militia,  supposing  the  steamboat  was 
armed  for  war,  and  was  lying  at  the  landing  on 
Navy  Island,  sent  out  his  boats,  who  found  her  ly- 
ing at  Schlosser,  on  our  shore — that  only  five  men 
were  killed  in  the  battle,  the  others  having  fled — 
the  boat  b.urned  and  sent  over  the  Falls.  One  man 
on  board  jumped  ashore  and  ran  to  Bulfalo,  and 
there  told  that  he  knew  a number  of  others  who  also 
got  on  shore  and  ran  into  the  woods,  and  that  they 
had  time  for  all  to  get  ashore.  So  that  this  sad  ca- 
tastrophe is  considerably  narrowed  down  from  our 
first  reports. 

But  this  occurrence  raised  the  dander  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  all  of  us  were  in  commotion  for  a few 
days — but  the  public  feeling  is  now  subsiding  into 
a calm. 

The  volunteers  had  boasted  that  they  had  killed 
150  of  the  Canadians  with  their  field  pices,  in  firing 
from  the  island,  and  we  were  very  composed  at  that. 

In  order  to  keep  up  the  courage  and  patriotism 
of  the  volunteers,  reports  have  (men  freely  circu- 
lated that  a large  portion  of  the  Canadians  would 
flock  to  their  standard  and  they  put  down  all  con- 
tradiction of  it  by  the  cry  of  tory.  But  the  several 
reports  that  doctor  Duncombe,  after  having  fled  to 
Detriot,  had  raised  an  army  of  1000  men  and  had 
taken  Fort  Malden  and  was  marching  down  the 
country  to  Chippewa  to  cover  their  landing,  begins 
to  fail  them,  and  all  their  other  hopes  of  the  people 
rising  in  Canada. 

As  far  as  I have  learned,  the  functionaries  of  our 
national  and  state  governments  have  done  their  du- 
ty to  their  country.” 


AUTHENTIC  FROM  FLORIDA. 
Extract  of  a letter  received  in  this  city  from  an  officer 
of  the  army,  duted 

“Fort  Gardner,  Dec.  31,  1837. 

“ The  1st  brigade,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Taylor,  reached  this,  a few  hours  since,  from  Lake 
Okee-cho-hee,  where  it  encountered  the  Indians, 
and,  alter  a severe  ami  bloody  battle,  which  lasted 
several  hours,  the  Indians  were  driven  in  every  di- 
rection, leaving  10  dead  on  the  ground,  and  no 
doubt  they  bore  off  many  others  that  were  killed. 
Their  position  was  of  the  strongest,  as  we  bad  to 
pass  three-quarters  of  a mile  up  to  our  knees,  in 
mud  and  water  to  reach  them  in  a cypress  thicket. 


Our  loss  was  severe,  as  we  had  27  killed  and  110 
wounded.  Killed,  lieutenant  colonel  Thompson, 
captain  Swearingen,  and  lieutenants  Brook  and 
Center,  of  the  regular  army,  and  colonel  Gentry,  of 
the  Missouri  volunteers,  and  many  officers  wound- 
ed, but  I hope  not  dangerously.  We  captured  some 
200  or  300  cattle  and  90  or  100  horses  from  the  In- 
dians the  day  after  the  battle.” — Nat.  Ini. 

The  following  letter,  received  in  a newspaper 
slip  by  mail,  adds  some  further  particulars  of  the 
action  referred  to  in  the  above  letter: 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  written  by 
colonel  Davenport,  gives  fully  the  particulars  of 
the  battle  fought  by  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Taylor,  against  the  Indians  headed  by 
Sam  Jones. 

Fort  Gardner,  3 1st  Dec.,  on  the  Kissimmee. 

Hearing  that  Sam  Jones,  wdth  the  Micasukies, 
were  not  far  otf,  we  left  a small  command  to  go  on 
with  the  work,  and  went  in  pursuit  of  him  ; after  a 
journey  of  about  30  miles,  we  found  him  in  the 
Okee  Ochlee  Lake,  on  the  25th  instant,  in  a cypress 
swamp,  fronted  by  a slough  almost  impassable,  but 
it  was  necessary  to  cross  it  to  reach  him.  This 
slough  was  nearly  half  a mile  wide,  and,  in  going 
through  it,  the  men  were  frequently  up  to  their 
waists  in  mud.  A disposition  for  battle  was  soon 
made,  and  the  troops  marched  forward,  and  wdien 
within  about  80  to  100  yards  of  the  cypress  swamp, 
the  Indians  commenced  a furious  attack  and  kept 
it  up  for  one  hour,  returning  three  times  to  the  at- 
tack, but  being  driven  the  third  time,  they  gave 
way,  leaving  part  of  their  dead  on  the  field,  and 
much  of  their  plunder. 

Officers  and  soldiers,  in  all,  killed,  27,  and  110 
wounded.  The  Indians  left  on  the  field  8 killed  ; 
it  may  be  presumed  they  carried  off  a portion  of 
their  dead  ; w'e  have  but  little  doubt  that  their  loss 
was  fully  as  great  as  ours  in  proportion  to  thenum- 
berthey  had  in  battle,  which  was  estimated  between 
300  and  500  ; our  force  was  upwards  of  600  men. 
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January  15.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the 
senate  several  communications  from  the  war  de- 
partment, transmitting  a report  from  the  chief  offi- 
cer of  the  topographical  bureau,  relating  to  the 
survey  of  Kennebeck  river,  Maine;  also,  a report 
recommending  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  clerks 
of  the  Indian  department;  also,  a report  relating  to 
the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835;  also,  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  as  per  resolution  of 
the  senate  ; which  were  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  recommending  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  subjects: 

1st.  Of  constructing  a hospital  or  asylum  for  lu- 
natics in  Washington  city. 

2d.  The  construction  of  a new7  jail  in  the  same. 

3d.  The  construction  of  a new  court-house  at 
Alexandria. 

The  above  subjects  having  been  presented  by 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  ol  Washington,  with 
permission  of  the  circuit  court. 

A number  of  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appropriately  referred,  and  several  re- 
solutions of  minor  importance  submitted;  all  of 
which  will  be  noticed  when  before  the  senate  for 
its  final  action. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  exe- 
cutors of  R.  W.  Meade,  and  the  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  the  Red 
river,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  reported 
from  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  meet, 
the  present  emergency  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  it  would  be  proper  for 
him  to  give  a brief  explanation  of  the  provisions  of 
this  bill;  and  he  should  perform  this  duty  with  as 
much  brevity  as  possible.  The  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations,  in  examining  the  act  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818,  wdiich  had  embodied  all  the  former 
laws  upon  the  subject,  found  that  it  had  been  care- 
fully drawn,  and  was  well  adapted  to  preserve  our 
neutral  relations  with  belligerent  powers.  The 
committee,  therefore,  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
change  in  its  general  provisions.  Under  the  law  of 
nations,  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  na- 
tions may  come  to  this  country  and  purchase  arms 
and  munitions  of  war;  and  our  citizens  have  aright 
to  sell  them,  without  any  violation  of  our  neutrali- 
ty. The  individuals  who  may  make  uch  pur- 
chase- must  get  them  home  as  well  as  they  can  ; 
and  must  incur  the  ru  k of  having  them  captured  by 
their  enemy.  Our  own  citizens  have  also  a perfect 


right  to  pursue  their  accustomed  trade  in  arms  or 
munitions  of  war  with  either  of  the  belligerents. 
If  our  vessels  should  be  captured  upon  the  high 
seas,  these  articles  would  be  confiscated  as  contra- 
band of  war,  and  our  citizens  would  lose  their  pro- 
perty; but  still  the  neutral  duties  of  our  country 
would  not  be  violated.  No  belligerent  nation  would 
have  aright  to  complain  to  our  government.  Thus 
stands  the  law  of  nations;  and  the  act  of  1818  does 
not  interfere  with  these  neutral  rights.  In  regard 
to  our  trade  by  sea,  with  all  foreign  nations  in  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  this  bill  did  not  interfere. 

But  we  had  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers,  Ca- 
nada, Texas,  and  Mexico  : and  the  duties  of  good 
neighborhood  required  of  us  something  more  than 
a strict  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations.  In  Europe,  reciprocal  treaties  between 
conterminous  nations  generally  regulated  this  mat- 
ter. It  was  out  of  all  reason  and  justice  that,  upon 
any  sudden  commotion  in  a neighboring  state,  the 
insurgents  should  be  directly  aided  and  assisted  in 
carrying  on  their  hostilities  by  vessels,  and  by  arms, 
and  munitions  of  war,  furnished  to  them  for  that 
very  purpose  by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Un- 
less this  could  be  prevented,  we  would  make  our- 
selves parties  to  every  intestine  commotion  which 
might  arise  in  the  slates  and  colonies  along  our 
frontier.  To  prevent  and  to  remedy  this  evil  was 
the  sole  object  of  the  present  bill.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
this  bill  contained  no  penalties.  It  was  a measure 
entirely  of  prevention,  not  of  punishment,  and  ope- 
rated exclusively  on  property.  The  first  section 
authorizes  the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  may  be  fitted 
out  upon  our  lakes  and  rivers,  together  with  the 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  which  may  be  found  on 
board,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case  render  it 
probable  that  such  vessel  is  about  to  pass  the  frontier 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  those  per- 
sons who  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  establish- 
ed government  of  a neighboring  state  or  colony. 
Such  vessel,  however,  is  to  be  released  the  moment 
the  owners  will  give  sufficient  security  that  neither 
it,  nor  the  arms  and  munitions  of  w7ar  found  in  it, 
shall  be  used  for  such  a purpose.  If  this  security 
should  not  be  given,  it  is  then  retained  until  the  pre- 
sident shall  order  it  to  be  restored.  The  second  sec- 
tion contains  a similar  provision  in  regard  to  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  belonging  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  when  there  is  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  they  are  destined  to  carry  on  such  hosti- 
lities. The  other  provisions  of  the  bill  required  no 
explanation.  Mr.  B.  felt  confident  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  him,  at  this  time,  to  go  further  into  the 
subject.  He  was  prepared,  however,  to  afford  any 
further  explanations  to  any  senator  who  might  ask 
them. 

One  other  remark  he  would  make-before  tre  turrk 
his  seat.  He  had  read  with  great  astonishment  and 
no  less  regret,  in  the  morning  papers,  a letter  from 
col.  McNabb,  commanding  a portion  of  the  British 
forces  in  Canada.  That  officer  not  only  avows 
that  the  steamboat  Caroline  was  destroyed  by  his 
orders,  but  he  glories  in  the  deed;  in  his  opinion  a 
captain  in  the  royal  navy  has  acquired  distinction 
by  the  destruction  of  this  vessel.  Now  if  any 
thing  could  aggravate  the  enormity  of  the  outrage 
which  had  been  committed  on  our  neutral  rights, 
it  would  be  this  bold  avowal  and  justification  of  the 
act.  But,  said  Mr.  B.  we  are  bound  to  perform 
our  duties  to  all  nations,  and  we  are  equally  bound  by 
a regard  for  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  the  in- 
sulted rights  of  our  fellow-citizens,  to  require  the 
British  government  to  call  the  authors  of  this  out- 
rage to  the  strictest  account,  and  not  to  be  satisfied 
without  the  most  ample  atonement.  The  British 
government  would  have  an  equal  right  to  order  the 
commander  ol  one  of  their  vessels  of  war  to  enter  a 
port  of  the  United  States,  ami  capture  any  vessel 
which  they  might  find  there,  if  they  fancied  or  be- 
lieved that  such  vessel  was  to  he  employed  in  hos- 
tilities against  them.  Our  territory  and  our  juris- 
diction has  been  violated  in  the  capture  of  the  Ca- 
roline, and  national  honor  requires  that  we  shall 
not  submit  to  this  injury  without  ample  redress. 

As  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  enter  inlo  any  argu- 
ment upon  this  subject,  he  would  conclude  his  re- 
marks by  offering  to  substitute  as  an  amendment, 
the  three  sections  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  for 
the  three  first  sections  of  the  bill.  These  sections 
did  not  change  the  bill  in  any  material  particular, 
but  they  had  been  prepared  with  much  care,  so  as 
to  meet  the  cases  which  the  committee  had  in  view 
with  greater  precision. 

Mr.  Rvgglcs  was  desirous  of  introducing  an 
amendment  calculated  to  meet  the  case  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  of  the  state  of  Maine;  for  this  reason 
Mr.  R.  hoped  ashort  delay  might  take  place  toafford 
(lie  necessary  time,  as  he  was  not  at  present  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose,  and  he  wished  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  B.  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  replied  that  although,  if  the  bill 
was  to  pass,  it  ought  to  be  passed  speedily,  he 
would,  nevertheless,  not  oppose  a short  delay  to  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman,  if  he  desired  it. 

Mr.  Ruggles  said  a little  delay  was  necessary,  as 
he  understood  that  important  despatches  had  ar- 
rived relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Maine  boundary 
line,  which  might  alfect  the  nature  of  the  amend- 
ment he  should  wish  to  add  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  would  think  it  very  un- 
fortunate if  this  very  unfortunate  question  on  the 
Maine  boundary  should  be  mixed  up  with  this  sub- 
ject. He  thought  the  question  of  that  boundary 
was  of  itself  sufficient  in  importance  to  command 
the  attention  of  congress,  when  it  should  be  pre- 
sented. But  at  present,  Mr.  B.  understood,  and 
from  high  authority,  that  a definitive  answer  was 
expected  to  be  soon  received  at  the  department  of 
state  to  the  last  proposition  made  to  the  British 
authorities  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  it  would  be  satisfactory  or  not,  Mr.  B. 
did  not  know;  but  he  now  thought  that  to  take  the 
question  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  put 
it  into  this  bill,  regulating  the  police  on  our  north- 
ern frontier,  would  prove  unfortunate  both  for  the 
bill  and  the  boundary  question.  As  the  amend- 
ment which  Mr.  B.  had  proposed  was  merely  ex- 
planatory, and  as  gentlemen  desired  it,  he  moved 
that  it  be  printed,  and  that  the  bills  be  made  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ruggles  disavowed  any  intention  to  embar- 
rass the  bill;  and  from  the  remarks  of  the  senator, 
and  from  the  avowal  that  the  steamboat  at  Niagara 
was  assaulted  by  authority,  he  had  no  special  de- 
sire now  to  press  his  object,  and  therefore  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  was  adopted,  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  was  made  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
persons  aboard  vessels  propelled  wholly  or  in  part 
by  steam,  was  also  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  therein 
named,  (connected  with  the  mail,  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  bill  relating  to  pay  for  the  con- 
struction of  a road  between  Mobile  and  N.  Orleans, 
disallowed  by  the  present  postmaster  general),  was 
taken  up  and  considered. 

After  some  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  Grundy, 
Clay,  of  AI.,  Niles  and  King,  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  K.  to  substitute  the  postmaster  general  for  a 
commission  of  three,  composed  of  the  solicitor  and 
first  auditor  of  the  treasury  and  the  auditor  of  the 
post  office,  Mr.  King  withdrew  this  amendment. 

The  question  now  coming  up  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  taking  the  final  decision 
on  the  subject  from  the  above  commission,  and  re- 
quiring them  merely  to  examine  and  report  to  the 
senate, 

Mr.  Grundy  urged  the  propriety  of  leaving  the 
final  decision  to  the  before-named  arbitrators,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  competent,  and  that  the 
amount  involved  was  not  very  great. 

Mr.  Davis  said  important  principles  were  involv- 
ed, altogether  paramount  to  the  smallness  or  great- 
ness of  the  claim.  One  of  these  was,  whether  con- 
gress would  make  compensation  for  a greater  weight 
in  the  mail  than  was  expected  at  the  time  of  the 
contract.  Another,  more  important,  was,  whether 
congress,  under  contracts  for  carrying  the  mail, 
would  pay  for  the  construction  of  post  roads.  The 
contractors  who  constructed  the  road  between  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  he  stated,  had  not  even  fulfill- 
ed their  contract  to  carry  the  mail,  having  never,  in 
a single  instance,  carried  it  through  in  the  time 
stipulated,  and  having,  therefore,  been  displaced  by 
other  contractors.  And  yet  they  had  received  full 
compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  for  the  whole 
time  of  their  contract.  The  department  had  no  au- 
thority to  construct  the  road,  even  if  they  had  con- 
tracted to  that  effect.  But  principles  of  so  much 
importance  and  so  extensive  bearing  ought  to  be 
settled  by  congress,  and  not  in  a corner  by  a board 
of  commissioners. 

Several  unimportant  amendments  having  been 
made  and  agreed  to,  after  a further  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Niles,  Hubbard,  Sevier  and  Buchanan 
participated,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a third  time. 

The  following  private  bills  were  then  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  steamboat  company  of 
Nantucket.  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  E.  Clith- 
erall.  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy,  of 
Arkansas.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Fergu- 
son. For  the  relief  of  gen.  Thomas  A.  Smith. 
For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis 
Cazeau. 

A number  of  bills,  chiefly  private,  were  received 


from  the  house,  and  subsequently  read  twice  and 
referred. 

The  vice  president  presented  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  copies  of 
the  returns,  &c.  of  the  United  States  Bank. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 
January,  16.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  through  Mr.  A.  Van 
Buren,  his  private  secretary. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  ; 

By  Mr.  McKean-.  The  memorial  of  J.  N.  Barker 
and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against 
repealing  the  law  establishing  an  express  mail.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  congress  to  adopt  measures  for  finishing  the 
frigate  Raritan  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs. 

Also,  a memorial  from  young  men  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  annexing  Texas  to  the  United 
States.  Laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  For  indemnity  for  Spanish  spo- 
liations. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge  : From  importing  hardware 
merchants  of  New  York,  praying  the  repeal  of  cer- 
tain clauses  in  the  second  section  of  the  tariff  act  of 
1832.  Laid  on  the  table,  as  a bill  for  that  object  is 
already  in  progress. 

By  Mr.  Rives  : A remonstrance  against  the  rein- 
statement of  officers  in  the  navy  who  have  with- 
drawn or  been  dismissed. 

And  by  Messrs.  Fulton,  Merrick,  Roane,  Pierce, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Morris,  all  on  individual 
claims. 

Mr.  Swift  again  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  ter- 
ritories, and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
Union.  Mr.  S.  accompanied  the  presentation  of 
the  resolutions  with  some  remarks,  and  moved  that 
they  be  received. 

A discussion  arose  on  the  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Strange,  King,  Calhoun, 
Swift,  While,  and  Roane  participated. 

Mr.  Strange  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive 
the  resolution  on  the  table  ; which  was  negatived — 
ayes  12,  noes  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swift,  the  resolutions  were  then 
received  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Sub-treasury  scheme. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  following  bill,  imposing  additional  duties 
on  certain  public  officers  as  depositories,  creating 
receivers  general  of  the  public  money,  and  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a secoud  reading. 

A bill  to  impose  additional  duties  as  depositories, 
upon  certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen  ta- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  there  shall  be  prepared  and  provid- 
ed, within  the  new  treasury  building  now  erecting 
at  the  seat  of  government,  suitable  and  convenient 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  his  assistants  and  clerks;  and  sufficient  and 
secure  fire-proof  vaults  and  sales,  for  the  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  possession,  and  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  said  treasurer;  which 
said  rooms,  vaults,  and  safes,  are  hereby  constituted 
and  declared  to  be,  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Ami  the  said  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  shall  keep  all  the  public  moneys  which  shall 
come  to  his  hands  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  as  hereby  constituted,  until  the  same  are 
drawn  therefrom  according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mint 
of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint,  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana 
and'the  vaults  and  safes  thereof  respectively,  shall 
be  places  of  deposite  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the  trea- 
surer of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint  respectively 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care 
of  all  public  moneys  deposited  within  the  same,  and 
shall  peform  all  the  duties  required  to  be  perform- 
ed by  them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keep- 
ing, transfer  and  disbursements  of  all  such  mo- 
neys, according  to  the  provisions  hereafter  con- 
tained. 

Sec.  3.  And.be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  prepared  and  provided,  within  the  custom- 
houses now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  suitable  and  conve- 
nient rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receivers  general  of  I 


public  moneys,  hereinafter  directed  to  be  appoint- 
ed, at  those  places,  respectively;  and  sufficient  and 
secure  fire-proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  collected  and  deposited  with 
them,  respectively:  and  the  receivers  general  of  pub- 
lic money,  from  time  to  time,  appointed  at  those 
points,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the  said 
rooms,  vaults,  and  safe,  respectively,  and  of  all  the 
public  moneys  deposited  within  the  same,  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by 
them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  erected,  prepared  and  provided,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in 
the  state  of  South  Carolina;  and  at  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  offices,  wdth  suita- 
ble and  convenient  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receiv- 
ers general  of  public  money  hereinafter  directed 
to  be  appointed  at  the  places  above  named;  and  suf- 
ficient and  secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  for 
the  keeping  of  the  public  money  collected  and  de- 
posited at  those  points  respectively;  and  the  said 
receivers  general  from  time  to  time  appointed  at 
those  places,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
said  offices,  vaults  and  safes,  so  to  be  erected,  pre- 
pared and  provided,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys 
deposited  within  the  same;  and  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by  them,  in  re- 
ference to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping,  transfer  and 
disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the 
provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  four  officers,  to 
be  denominated  “receivers  general  of  public  mo- 
ney,” which  said  officers  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  there  from;  one  of  which  shall  be  located 
at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  state  of  New  York; 
one  other  of  which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts;  one  other  of 
which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in 
the  state  of  South  Carolina;  and  the  remaining  one 
of  which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  state  of  Missouri;  and  all  of  which  said  offi- 
cers shall  give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  with 
sureties,  according  to  the  provisions  her  einafter  con- 
tained, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  Ihe  United  States,  the  treasurers,  and  those  act- 
ing as  such,  of  the  various  branch  mints  already 
erected  and  now  erecting,  all  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms, all  surveyors  of  the  customs  acting  also  as 
collectors,  all  receivers  general  of  public  moneys, 
all  receivers  of  public  moneys  at  the  several  land 
offices,  and  all  postmasters,  except  as  is  here- 
inafterparticularly  provided,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, required  to  keep  safely,  without  loaning  or 
using,  all  the  public  money  collected  by  them,  or 
otherwise  at  any  time  placed  in  their  possession 
and  custody,  till  the  same  is  ordered  by  the  proper 
department  or  officer  of  the  government  to  be  trans- 
ferred or  paid  out:  and  when  such  orders  for  trans- 
fer or  payment  are  received,  faithfully  and  prompt- 
ly to  make  the  same  as  directed,  and  to  do  and  per- 
form all  other  duties  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  may  be  imposed  by  this  or  any  other 
acts  of  congress,  or  by  any  regulation  of  the  trea- 
sury department,  made  in  conformity  to  law;  and  also 
to  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  duties  required  by 
law,  or  by  direction  of  any  of  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  government,  as  agents  for  paying 
pensions,  or  for  making  any  other  disbursements 
which  either  of  the  heads  of  those  departments  may 
be  required  by  law  to  make,  and  which  are  of  a 
character  to  be  made  by  the  depositories  hereby 
constituted,  consistenlly  with  the  other  official  du- 
ties imposed  upon  them. 

Sec. 7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of 
public  money  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  appoint- 
ed, shall,  respectively,  give  bonds  to  the  United 
States  in  such  form,  and  for  such  amounts,  as  shall 
be  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  president,  with 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury;  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  renew', 
strengthen  and  increase,  their  official  bonds,  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  consent  of  the 
president,  may  direct;  any  law  in  reference  to  any 
of  the  official  bonds  of  any  of  the  said  officers  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  as  early 
a day  as  possible  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  re- 
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quire  from  the  several  depositories  hereby  consti- 
tuted, and  whose  official  bonds  are  not  hereinbefore 
provided  for,  to  execute  bonds  new  and  suitable  in 
their  terms,  to  meet  the  new  and  increased  duties 
imposed  upon  them  respectively  by  this  act,  and 
with  sureties  and  in  sums  such  as  shall  seem  rea- 
sonable and  safe  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  require  such  bonds  to  be 
renewed  and  increased  in  amount  and  strengthened 
by  new  sureties  to  meet  any  increasing  responsi- 
bility which  may  grow  out  of  accumulations  of  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  the  depository,  or  out  of  any 
other  duty  or  responsibility  arising  under  this  or 
any  other  law  of  congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  col- 
lectors and  receivers  of  public  money,  of  every 
character  and  description,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  shall,  as  frequently  as  they  may  be  di- 
rected by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  so  to  do, 
pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  at 
the  treasury  thereof,  all  public  moneys  collected 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  that  all  such  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  shall,  upon  the  same 
direction,  pay  over  to  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  in 
their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  mints,  all  public 
moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their  hands;  and 
that  all  such  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  mo- 
neys within  the  cities  of  N.  York,  Boston,  Charles- 
ton, and  St.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the  same  direction, 
pay  over  to  the  receivers  general  of  public  money 
in  their  respective  cities,  at  their  offices  respective- 
ly, all  the  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in 
their  hands,  to  be  safely  kept,  by  the  said  respec- 
tive depositories,  until  otherwise  disposed  of  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
secretary  to  direct  such  payments,  by  the  said  col- 
lectors and  receivers,  at  all  the  said  places,  at  least 
as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  and  as  much  more 
frequently,  in  all  cases,  as  he,  in  his  discretion, 
may  think  proper. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
transfer  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  depository 
hereby  constituted,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States;  to  the  mint  at  Philadelpihia;  to  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans;  or  the  officers  of  either  of 
the  receivers  general  of  public  money  by  this  act 
directed  to  be  appointed;  to  be  there  safely  kept, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  also  to 
transfer  moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  one  depository 
constituted  by  this  act  to  any  other  depository  con- 
stituted by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and  as  the 
safety  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  convenience  of 
the  public  service  shall  seem  to  him  to  require. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  public  ac- 
count it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secretary  to 
draw  upon  any  of  the  said  depositories,  as  he  may 
think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests,  or  to 
the  convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  or  both. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
neys in  the  hands,  care  and  custody,  of  any  of  the 
depositories  constituted  by  this  act,  shall  be  con- 
sidered and  held  as  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be,  at  all 
times,  subject  to  his  draft,  whether  made  for  trans- 
fer or  disbursement,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
the  said  moneys  were  actually  in  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States;  and  each  depository  shall  make 
returns  to  the  treasury  department  of  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  by  him,  at  such  times,  and  in 
such  form,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever public  moneys  shall  accumulate  in  the  hands 
of  any  depository  constituted  by  this  act,  other  than 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of 
the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receiv- 
ers general  of  public  money,  to  an  amount  be- 
yond that  secured  by  the  bond  of  the  officer,  or 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall,  for  any 
cause,  consider  unsafe,  and  it  shall  not  be  desira- 
ble to  transfer  the  moneys  so  accumulated  to  any 
other  depository,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
secretary  to  direct  the  said  moneys,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  to  be  specially  deposited  in  such  bank  of 
the  state,  or  territory,  wherein  the  depository  who 
is  to  make  the  deposite  is  located,  as  he,  the  said 
secretary,  shall  select  and  name:  Provided,  The 
bank  so  selected  will  agree  to  receive  and  keep  the 
moneys  deposited  with  it  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions in  the  next  section  of  this  act  prescribed. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  spe- 
cial deposites  of  the  public  moneys  authorized  by 
the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act  to  be  made  in 
banks,  shall  be  made  upon  the  following  terms  and 
conditions,  and  upon  no  other,  namely: 

First.  All  such  deposites  shall  be  strictly  special 
deposites;  and  the  banks  holding  them  shall  be  pro- 
hibited, in  the  mo3t  effectual  manner,  from  making 


any  use  of  the  moneys  deposited,  by  way  of  loans, 
discounts,  or  in  any  other  manner,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  whatsoever;  and  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of 
this  condition,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  furnish  the  banks 
selected  as  deposite  banks,  with  safes  for  the  keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys  exclusively,  and  under 
the  joint  control  of  the  bank  and  some  designated 
officer  of  the  government,  or  to  adopt  such  other 
guards  as  he  shall  prefer. 

Second.  Nothing  but  gold  or  silver,  or  such  notes, 
bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  directed  by  law  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  shall  be 
offered  for  deposite,  or  received  by  the  bank  as  a 
deposite,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Third.  All  deposites  shall  be  passed,  upon  the 
books  of  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  depository 
making  the  same,  but  no  moneys  deposited  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act  shall  be  withdrawn  without  the 
express  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
the  payment;  and  no  drafts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States;  or  orders  or  warrants  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  for  ordinary  transfer  or  dis- 
bursement, shall  be  made  upon  any  batik  selected 
as  a deposite  bank  under  this  act. 

Fourth.  A commission,  such  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
bank,  not  in  any  case  to  exceed  per  centum 
upon  the  moneys  deposited  with  it,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  full  satisfaction  of 
all  claims  on  the  part  of  the  bank  for  trouble  and 
risk  growing  out  of  the  receipt,  safe-keeping  and 
repayment  of  the  special  deposites  herein  autho- 
rized to  be  made,  all  accounts  for  commissions  to 
be  audited  and  paid  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  case 
no  bank  within  the  state  or  territory  wherein  the 
depository,  directed  to  make  deposites,  is  located, 
will  consent  to  receive  the  moneys  of  the  govern- 
ment upon  special  deposite,  according  to  the  fore- 
going conditions  and  regulations,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select 
some  bank  in  an  adjoining  state  or  territory,  such 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  officer  to  make 
deposites  and  the  public  service;  arid  in  case  no 
convenient  bank  of  either  character  can  be  found 
willing  to  receive  such  deposites  upon  the  terms 
proposed,  the  secretary  may  transfer  the  same  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  mint,  or 
branch  mints,  or  to  the  offices  of  either  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys,  as  shall  be  most 
convenient  to  the  depository  from  whom  the  money 
is  to  be  transferred,  or  to  the  wants  of  the  public 
service  in  reference  to  disbursements. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted..  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of 
the  books,  accounts  and  money  on  hand,  of  the 
several  depositories  constituted  by  this  act;  and  for 
that  purpose  to  appoint  special  agents,  as  occasion 
may  require,  with  such  compensation  as  he  may- 
think  reasonable,  to  be  fixed  and  declared  at  the 
time  of  each  appointment;  which  said  examina- 
tions, in  all  cases  where  the  sum  on  hand  usually 
exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  the  officer’s 
bond,  shall  not  be  made  less  frequently  than  once 
in  each  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently,  in  those 
and  all  other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his  discre- 
tion, shall  direct.  The  agents  selected  to  make 
these  examinations  shall  be  instructed  to  examine 
as  well  the  books,  accounts,  and  returns  of  the 
officer,  as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner  of 
its  being  kept,  to  theend  that  uniformity  and  accu- 
racy in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  for  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  and  as  a further  guard  over  the 
public  moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval 
officer  and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver 
general  of  public  moneys,  or  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, of  their  respective  districts;  of  each  register 
of  a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver  of  his 
land  office;  and  of  the  director  and  superintendent 
of  each  mint  and  branch  mint  when  separate 
offices,  as  a check  upon  the  treasurers,  respec- 
tively, of  the  said  mints,  or  the  persons  acting  as 
such,  at  the  close  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and 
as  much  more  frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  do  so,  to  exam- 
ine the  books,  accounts,  returns  and  money  on 
hand,  of  the  receivers  general  of  public  money, 
collectors,  receivers  of  land  offices,  treasurers  and 
persons  acting  as  such,  and  to  make  a full,  accu- 
rate, and  faithful  return  to  the  treasury  department 
of  their  condition. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  respectively,  whose  duty  it  is  made  by  this 
act  to  receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public  mo- 


neys, as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  may 
be  allowed  any  necessary  additional  expenses 
for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests,  or  vaults,  or  other  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  safe-keeping,  transferring  and 
disbursing  said  moneys:  all  such  expenses  of  every 
character  to  be  first  expressly  authorized  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  whose  directions  upon  all 
the  above  subjects,  by  way  of  regulation  and  other- 
wise, are  to  he  strictly  followed  by  all  the  said 
officers. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  promp- 
titude as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business, 
and  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  with- 
draw the  balances  remaining  with  the  present  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  those 
moneys  to  the  depositories  established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  others,  having  public 
money  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  and  all  paten- 
tees, wishing  to  make  payments  for  patents  to  be 
issued,  may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  treasury,  to  the  treasu- 
rer of  either  of  the  mints  in  Philadelphia  or  New 
Orleans,  to  either  of  the  receivers  general  of  public 
money,  or  to  such  other  depository  constituted  by 
this  act  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  such  payments,  and  give  receipts  or  certifi- 
cates of  deposite  therefor. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  offi- 
cers charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys, 
are  hereby  required  to  keep  an  accurate  entry  of 
each  sum  received,  and  of  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  it  is  received,  and  of  each  payment  or  trans- 
fer, and  of  the  kind  of  currency  in  w hich  it  is  made; 
and  that  if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  shall  convert 
to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use 
by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  inte- 
rest, any  portion  of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to 
him  for  safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of 
the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
invested,  used,  or  loaned,  w hich  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  a high  misdemeanor,  and  any  officer  or  per- 
son convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  a term  of  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  order 
to  avoid  inconvenient  or  injurious  accumulations 
of  gold  and  silver  in  the  hands  of  the  depositories 
of  the  government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  whenever  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  depositories,  shall  exceed  in  amount 
$4,000,000,  to  invest  the  surplus  of  such  moneys 
in  securities  bearing  an  interest,  and  issued  upon 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States,  or  of  some 
one  of  the  states  of  the  union  ; in  all  cases  of  such 
investments  as  selecting  such  stocks,  or  securities 
as  are  transferrable  by  delivery  or  assignment,  and 
from  the  rate  of  interest  payable,  the  time  or  times 
they  may  have  to  run,  and  the  prices  they  may 
bear  in  the  market,  shall  seem  to  him  best  to  an- 
swer the  purposes  for  which  the  investments  are 
directed,  and  at  no  time  paying  more  than  the  cur- 
rent value  in  the  market  for  any  such  stocks  or  se- 
curities. And  whenever  the  amount  of  moneys  in 
the  treasury,  and  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer, shall  be  so  much  less  than  the  said  sum  of 
$4,000,000,  as  to  indicate  to  the  secretary  that  tho 
moneys  invested,  or  any  portion  thereof,  will  be 
required  for  purposes  of  public  disbursement,  then 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  sell  such  portions  of  the 
stocks  and  securities  purchased  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  balance  of  money  in  the  treasury 
equal  to  its  wants  : Provided,  That  in  all  invest- 
ments to  be  made  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  the  said  secretary  shall  confine  his 
purchases  of  stocks  and  securities,  issued  upon  the 
faith  and  credit  of  any  state  to  such  as  have  been 
actually  issued  by  the  state,  and  shall  not  be  at  lib- 
erty to  subscribe  for,  or  otherwise  purchase,  those 
proposed  to  be  issued,  and  not  in  actual  existence, 
as  stocks  and  securities  in  the  market. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  until 
the  rooms,  offices,  vaults,  and  safes,  directed  by  the 
first,  third,  fifth,  and  sixth  sections  of  this  act  to  be 
constructed  and  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mints 
at  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers 
general  of  public  money  at  New  York,  Boston, 
Charleston,  and  St.  Louis,  can  be  constructed  and 
prepared  for  use,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
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tary  oi  1 tie  treasury  to  procure  suitable  rooms  tor 
offices  tor  those  officers  at  their  respective  loca- 
tions, and  to  contract  with  such  banks,  incorpora- 
tions, or  individuals,  as  may  be  willing  to  contract 
for  such  use  of  their  vaults  and  safes  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys  in 
the  charge  and  custody  of  those  officers  respective- 
ly, the  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  re- 
ceipt in  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collect- 
ed and  paid  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
shall  be  so  modified  as  that  one-sixth  part  of  all 
such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and 
sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming  due  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  collected  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States;  and  from  and  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
one  other  sixth  part  of  all  such  duties,  taxes,  sales 
of  public  lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  money  shall  be 
so  collected  ; and  from  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  one  other  sixth  part  of  all 
such  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and 
sums  of  money,  shall  be  so  collected ; and  that 
from  and  after  the  thirty- first  day  of  December, 
which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  one  other  sixth  part  of  all  such 
duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and  sums 
of  money,  shall  be  so  collected;  and  that  from  and 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  which  will 
be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  for- 
ty-two, one  other  sixth  part  of  all  such  duties, 
taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  mo- 
ney, shall  be  so  collected  ; and  that  from  and  after 
the  thirty-first,  day  of  December,  which  will  be  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  the  remaining  sixth  part  of  the  said  duties, 
taxes,  sales  of  public  lands,  debts,  and  sums  of  mo- 
ney, shall  be  also  collected  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States;  and  from  and  after  the  last  men- 
tioned day  all  sums  accruing,  or  becoming  payable 
to  the  United  States,  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  or  other  debts,  and  also  all  sums  due  for 
postages,  or  otherwise,  to  the  general  post  office 
department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  bills  or  papers,  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed 
to  be  received  by  law  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  which 
will  ue  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three,  every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  mak- 
ing disbursements  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  general  post  office,  shall  make  all  pay- 
ments in  gold  and  silver  coin  only,  or  in  such  notes, 
bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  directed  to  be  received  by 
law;  and  any  receiving  or  disbursing  officer,  or 
agent,  who  shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  and  the  last  preceding  section  of  this 
act,  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  service,  and  shall 
forfeit  all  compensation  then  due  to  him. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentation of  all  government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time, 
according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposito- 
ries from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all 
drafts  upon  them  respectively  shall  be  presented 
for  payment;  and  in  default  of  such  presentation, 
to  direct  any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment 
which  tie  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
ceivers-general  of  public  money  directed  by  this 
act  to  be  appointed,  shall  receive,  respectively,  the 
followdng  salaries,  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter 
yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 
the  receiver-general  of  public  money  at  New  York 

shall  be  paid  a salary  of -dollars  per  annum: 

the  receiver-general  of  public  money  at  Boston 

shall  be  paid  a salary  of dollars  per  annum; 

the  receiver-general  of  public  money  at  Charles- 
ton shall  be  paid  a salary  of dollars  per  annum; 

the  receiver-general  of  public  money  at  St.  Louis 

shall  be  paid  a salary  of dollars  per  annum; 

and  these  salaries,  respectively,  shall  be  in  full  for 
the  services  of  the  respective  officers,  nor  shall 
either  of  them  be  permitted  to  charge,  or  receive, 
any  commission,  pay,  or  perquisite,  i'or  any  official 
service  of  any  character  or  description  whatsoever; 
and  the  making  of  any  such  charge,  or  the  .receipt 


of  any  such  compensation,  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
a misdemeanor,  for  which  the  officer  convicted 
thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  subject  to  punish- 
ment by  fine,  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  before  which  the  offence  shall 
be  tried. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  receive  at  the  treasury,  and  at  such 
other  points  as  he  may  designate,  payments  in  ad- 
vance for  public  lands,  the  payments  so  made,  in 
all  cases,  to  be  evidenced  by  the  receipt  of  the  said 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  which  receipts  so 
given  shall  be  current  at  the  several  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  as  cash,  at  any  public  or  private 
sale  of  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  currency 
authorized  by  law  to  be  received  in  payment  for  the 
public  lands. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  for  the  construction  of  the 
offices  of  the  receivers-general  of  public  money, 
by  this  act  directed  to  be  erected  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  there 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of dollars,  to  be  expended 

under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  adopt  plans  for  the  said 
offices,  and  the  vaults  and  safes  connected  there- 
with, and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  constructed  and 
prepared  for  use  with  as  little  delay  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  the  public  interests  and  the  conve- 
nient location  and  security  of  the  buildings  to  be 
erected. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act, 
other  than  those  herein  before  provided  for,  a suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Wright  moved 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  said  he  would  like  alittle  longer 
time.  The  senate  had  been  in  session  a great  w'hile 
and  public  expectation  was  high  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  C.  had  never  seen  a section  of  the  bill ; be 
understood  that  its  details  were  numerous;  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  more  time  would  be  given  for 
the  consideration  of  a bill  of  so  momentous  a char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  he  said,  to  make  a few  sugges- 
tions. In  regard  to  this,  and  other  measures  of  the 
government,  he  had  no  disposition  to  oppose  delay, 
with  any  purpose  of  thwarting  them.  This,  how- 
ever, was  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  before 
the  senate,  and  of  great  interest  to  the  community  ; 
he,  therefore,  desired  as  much  delay  as  was  consis- 
tent with  a due  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the 
senate.  He  also  wished  that  the  bill  and  all  its  pro- 
visions should  be  made  as  generally  known  as  possi- 
ble. He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the 
special  order  for  this  day  two  weeks,  and  that  1,500 
extra  copies  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  a wish  that  the  postpone- 
ment might  be  only  to  this  dav  week,  and  not  afort- 
' night,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Webster.  He  thought  a 
speedy  action  on  this  important  measure  highly  de- 
sirable. It  did  not  require  any  more  discussion,  as 
it  was  fully  discussed  last  session,  and  the  country 
was  well  acquainted  with  its  merits. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Webster's  mo- 
tion, the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  for  this  day- 
two  weeks:  ayes  22,  noes  20,  and  1,500  extra  co- 
pies were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper.  Read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Sevier  offered  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  war  to  examine  the  papers  of  the  Cher- 
okee Prince  Leocheehan,  and  to  give  his  opinion  as 
to  the  liability  of  the  United  States  for  depredations 
committed  upon  his  property. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  that  having  seen  this  morn- 
ing in  the  National  Intelligencer  that  the  statement 
of  col.  McNabb  about  the  Caroline  had  created  great 
excitement  in  the  militia  on  the  frontiers,  so  as  to 
render  the  preservation  of  peace  yet  more  difficult 
than  it  was  before,  he  wms  anxious  to  take  up  the 
bill  to  prevent  conterminous  collisions,  and  to  give 
authority  for  the  seizure  of  arms  intended  to  be 
used  against  neighboring  powers. 

The  senate  refused  to  take  it  up  at  this  hour, 
(it  being  late,)  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  adjourned. 

January  17.  The  vice  president  communicated 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  10th  instant,  requir- 
ing information  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Indian 


annuities  in  goods,  during  the  past  year:  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a report  from  the  commissioner  of  patents; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  1500  extra  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  asking 
for  the  establishment  of  a pension  agency  at  the 
seat  of  government  of  that  state.  He  would  simply 
remark,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  there  was  no  pension 
agency  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  that 
place:  referred  to  the  committee  on  pensions. 

Mr.  TaUmadge  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Native  American  society  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  for  a repeal  or  modification  of  the  na- 
turalization laws:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Alabama,  instructing  their  senators, 
and  requesting  their  representatives,  to  have  that 
part  of  West  Florida  lying  south  of  the  state  of 
Alabama,  and  west  of  the  Chattahootchie  or  Appa- 
lachicola,  annexed  to  said  state:  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  obtain  information,  and  lay  the  same  before 
the  senate,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  respecting  any 
payments  of  pensions,  by  the  late  pension  agent  of  Bos- 
ton, or  of  fishing  bounties,  recently  made  by  the  collec- 
tor at  Boston,  in  bills  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of 
that  city ; and  the  whole  amount  of  such  payments; 
and  that  he  further  inform  the  senate  by  what  authority 
or  direction  payment  of  such  pensions  and  bounties  has 
been  made  in  such  bills;  and  that  he  further  inform  the 
senate  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  how  much,  of  the  pub- 
lic money  of  the  United  States  is  in  deposite  at  said 
bank;  aiid,  if  any  of  such  money  be  therein  deposited, 
at  what  time  or  times  such  deposites  were  made. 

A debate  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Webster, 
Hubbard,  Bayard  and  Niles,  took  part;  when 

Mr.  Niles  submitted  the  following  amendment: 

“And  that  he  further  report  to  the  senate,  whether  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  yet  paid,  or  account- 
ed with  the  government,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  fraudulently  detained,  on  the 
pretence  of  a claim  of  damages  for  the  non-payment  of 
the  draft  drawn  on  the  Frencli  government;  and  also  to 
report  what  loss  the  United  States  have  sustained  by  de- 
positing the  public  revenues  in  banks,  or  by  receiving 
the  notes  of  banks  which  have  failed,  or  their  bills  be- 
come depreciated.” 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Niles,  Strange,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Webster,  and 
Hubbard, 

Mr.  Niles  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  strike 
out  the  word  “fraudulent,”  and  add  a clause  provid- 
ing that  the  first  branch  of  the  inquiry  be  answered 
immediately,  and  the  latter  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  reso- 
lution thus  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  same  provision  for  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  that  is  made  for  the  of- 
ficers and  marine's  of  the  naval  service,  by  an  act,  en- 
titled “ an  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of 
the  navy  pension  fund,’’  approved  March  3d,  1337. 

Mr.  Norvell  said,  that  yesterday  he  had  voted  with 
the  majority  to  make  the  divorce  bill  the  order  of 
the  day  for  that  day  two  weeks.  Upon  reflection, 
he  thought  that  the  postponement  was  too  long. 
Great  anxiety  seemed  to  prevail,  not  only  here,  but 
elsewhere,  for  the  early  consideration  of  this  great 
measure.  He  had  observed  letters  from  New  York 
published  in  the  morning  papers,  stating  that  the 
mercantile  community  were  at  a stand,  unable  or 
unwilling  to  go  on  wdth  the  transaction  of  their  re- 
gular business  operations,  because  of  the  delay  on 
the  part  of  congress  in  acting  definitively  on  this 
currency  question.  It  appeared  to  him  very  evi- 
dent, too,  from  the  debate  which  had  just  taken 
place  upon  a resolution  of  inquiry,  directed  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  sooner  this  con- 
nection between  bank  and  state  could  be  brought  to 
an  issue,  the  better  it  would  be  for  all  parties.  He 
therefore  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  of 
yesterday,  with  a view  further  to  make  a motion 
that  the  divorce  bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Wright,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  reconsi- 
deration w'as  ordered — ayes  21,  noes  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

The  bill  was  then  made  the  special  order  for 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Rives,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authorizing 
the  necessary  examinations  and  surveys  ior  the  es- 
tablishment of  a naval  rendezvous  and  depot  near 
the  southern  extremity  of  Florida;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  reported 
by  him  the  other  day  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
neutral  relations  on  the  inland  frontier;  which,  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Walker  and  Buchanan, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Davis,  after  some  remarks,  submitted  an 
amendment,  which,  on  an  explanation  from  Mr. 
.Buchanan,  that  the  case  was  already  provided  for  in 
the  existing  laws,  he  withdrew. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  then  severally  read 
a third  time  and  passed,  and  then  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

January  IS.  Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  pilots  of  New  York,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
law  of  March  last  respecting  pilots;  also,  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  the 
under-writers  against  such  repeal,  made  a report 
unfavorable  to  the  prayer  for  repeal;  which  report 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  reported  a substitute  for  (he  general 
pre-emption  bill  referred  to  them.  [The  substi- 
tute allows  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  previous  to  the  19th  June, 
1834.] 

Two  private  bills  were  reported  and  ordered  to 
a second  reading. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Forsyth  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  maintain  our  national  neutrality  on  the 
frontiers,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts,  was  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  expressed  his  great  sur- 
prise on  learning  that,  at  a late  hour  last  evening 
when  Mr.  P.  was  absent,  the  former  vote  of  the 
senate  of  23  yeas  to  21  nays,  postponing  for  two 
weeks  the  bill  to  establish  a sub-treasury  system, 
was  reconsidered,  without  any  previous  notice,  and 
reversed,  fixing  the  postponing  to  one  week,  by 
a vote  of  21  to  19;  a smaller  number  thus  reversing 
an  important  order  of  the  senate  which  had  been 
made  by  a great  number.  Mr.  P.  therefore  moved 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  now  postponed 
another  week. 

The  chair  thought  this  motion  not  in  order. 

_ Mr.  King  said  if,  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
time  set  for  consideration,  it  should  be  found  that 
the  business  of  the  senate  required  farther  post- 
ponement, it  would  be  then  in  order  to  move  it;  but 
not  for  the  simple  purpose  of  reversing  a vote  of 
the  senate.  ° 

Mr.  Walker  argued  to  show  that  a majority  of 
the  whole  settle  was  in  favor  of  the  earlier  day. 

Mr.  Rices  deemed  it  wholly  irregular  for  so  im- 
portant an  order  of  the  senate  as  the  first  postpone- 
ment to  be  reversed  by  a smaller  number  of  sena- 
tors. The  subject  was  the  main  subject  of  the 
session,  and  he  deemed  it  of  very  great  importance 
that  sufficient  time  should  be  given  for  its  consi- 
deration. He  thought  the  friends  of  the  measure 
ought  not  thus  to  manifest  their  distrust  of  it  by 
hurrying  its  progress.  He  hoped  that  if  the  chair 
decided  against  a direct  postponement,  the  vote  of 
yesterday  would  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  deemed  it  perfectly  in 
order  to  move  for  a direct  postponement;  he  knew 
of  no  rule  against  it. 

The  chair  (Mr.  Webster  temporarily  acting  as 
president)  observed  that  though  not  in  order  to 
move  a direct  postponement,  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  simply  to  rescind  the  decision  of  yester- 
day changing  the  day  to  which  the  bill  had  been 
postponed,  because  that  decision,  being  a simple 
order  of  the  senate,  could  be  revoked  by  a subse- 
quent order.  [The  chair  sustained  this  decision 
by  sundry  illustrations,  and,  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  referred  the  members  of  the  senate  to  Jef- 
ferson’s Manual,  page  137-8,  where  it  is  distinctly 
stated  that  an  order  fixing  a day  for  the  considera- 
tion of  a bill  may  be,  at  any  time,  discharged,  and 
a new  one  made  for  a different  day.] 

Mr.  Clay  argued  in  favor  of  his  own  opinion,  and 
on  the  merits  of  the  subject;  thought  it  very  extra- 
ordinary that  this  complex  bill,  with  twenty-nine  or 
thirty  sections,  not  yet  printed  and  laid  on  the  table 
ol  the  senators,  and  of  course  not  even  read,  and 
which,  as  he  thought  was  a measure  more  marked 
with  public  odium  than  any  other  since  the  days  of 
the  alien  and  sedition  law,  should  be  thus  forced  on 
the  consideration  of  the  senate  with  only  three 
days  intervening. 

Mr.  Wright  again  remarked  on  the  fault  which 
had  been  found  with  the  committee  for  not  intro- 
ducing this  measure  at  an  earlier  day,  and  the  rea- 
sons why  it  had  not  been  earlier  reported  by  the 
committee. 


Mr.  Clay  deemed  this  no  reason  for  now  unduly 
hurrying  on  this  measure  without  proper  conside- 
ration. 

After  some  further  general  conversation  on  points 
of  order,  Mr.  Roane  having  assigned  his  reasons, 
and  to  disembarrass  the  mode  of  proceeding,  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  the  vote  ol  last  evening. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  this  motion,  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  and  hoped  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  motion  for  reconsi- 
deration be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton, Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggies,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Webster,  White — 27. 

Mr.  Rives  again  argued  in  favor  of  further  time  for 
consideration.  He  desired  that  a little  more  time 
might  be  given  for  the  consideration  of  a measure 
involving  to  so  great  an  extent  the  interests  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Crittenden  also  argued  on  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  and  the  unreasonableness  of 
not  granting  gentlemen  the  little  time  which  was 
asked  for  to  consider  a subject  so  momentous  in  its 
consequences. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  further  postponement 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  delay  was  already  doing 
injury  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Brown  also  spoke  against  the  postponement. 
The  question  was  now  put  on  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  of  j'esterday,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight, McKean,  Merrick,  Mor- 
ris, Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Ruggies,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  of  Conn.,  Walker,  Wright,  Young — 21. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  make  this  bill 
the  special  order  for  Tuesday  week,  (as  at  first.) 

Mr.  Wright  expressed  the  hope  that  the  order  of 
yesterday  (for  Tuesday  next)  would  he  affirmed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  thought  one  week  ample 
time  ; and  he  should  therefore  move  for  this  day 
week,  if  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  should  fail. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Clay’s  motion 
for  Tuesday  week,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
Ayes  23,  noes  20. 

So  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  for  Tues- 
day week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  and  on  the  request  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  the  vote  agreeing  to  the  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of- Atkinson  was 

reconsidered,  and  tile  report  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of 
the  senate,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  specie 
received  for  customs  and  the  public  lands  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  for  foreign  in- 
demnities, &c.  distinctly  and  severally. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  (on 
the  question  of  its  passage)  of  the  bill  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  claim  of  the  executrix  of  Richard  W. 
Meade. 

Mr.  Wright  entered  at  large  into  an  explanation 
of  the  grounds  of  this  claim,  with  a view  to  show 
that  the  claim  was  not  valid,  and  that  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  postpon- 
ed till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fulton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  in  relation 
to  lands  in  Arkansas,  (unheard.)  Read  twice,  and 
referred. 

After  a short  time  spent  in  executive  session, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  9.  Aftc-r  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions and  reports, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Casey. 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  commission- 
er of  the  general  land  office,  intended  to  have  accom- 
panied the  president’s  message,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  and  that  5,009  extra  copies 
thereof,  together  with  the  drawings  which  are  a part 
thereof,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procuring  ste- 
reotype plates  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 


The  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  clerks  in  the  city  post  of- 
fice of  this  city,  for  the  ten  per  cent,  allowed  to  the 
clerks  in  several  departments  of  government,  by  the 
appropriation  bill  ol  1S37,  reported  the  following  re- 
solution, which  was  agreed  to  by  the  house  : 
Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  to  the  clerks 
in  the  post  office  in  this  city  the  ten  per  cent,  above 
mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  inquiries  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  Jan.  2, 
of  this  session,  extend  their  inquiries  in  relation  to  the 
subordinate  officers  of  this  house,  with  a view  to  define 
their  respective  duties ; and  also  to  designate  the  officers 
who  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  and  removing 
the  messengers  and  pages  required  for  the  service  of  the 
house,  and  of  regulating  their  respective  duties. 

After  some  time  spent  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
the  distribution  among  the  committees  of  the  president’s 
annual  message — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  a 
series  of  portraits  of  the  five  first  presidents  of  the  United 
States,  painted  by  the  late  Gilbert  Stuart,  for  the  pm  pose 
of  having  the  same  suitably  placed  and  preserved  either 
in  the  capital  or  in  the  executive  mansion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  formation  of  new  and  accurate  indexes  to  the  whole 
series  of  journals,  reports  and  documents,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  our  government,  alphabetically  pointing 
to  each  subject-matter,  with  the  year,  volume,  and  page 
of  record  ; and  that  a letter  from  T.  F.  Gordon,  here- 
with submitted,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Davee,  of  Maine,  moved  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  what  measures, 
if  any,  have  been  taken  by  the  executive  for  the  release 
of  Mr.  Greely,  a citizen  of  Maine,  now  imprisoned  in  the 
Provincial  jail  of  New  Brunswick,  at  Frederiekton,  for 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  province 
over  the  territory  claimed  by  the  British  government. 
And,  also,  to  communicate  any  correspondence  which 
the  executive  department  may  have  had  with  the  British 
government  or  the  executive  of  Maine,  upon  the  subject 
of  said  Greely’s  imprisonment ; so  far  as  a communica- 
tion of  the  same  may  be  deemed  by  him  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  : 

“And  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested, if  it  be  not  in  his  judgment  incompatible  with 
tlio  p ublic  interests,  tu  communicate  to  this  house  any 
correspondence  or  communication  held  between  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
at  different  times  respecting  the  wardenship,  occupation, 
or  actual  possession  of  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
state  of  Maine  which  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain.” 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and,  thus  amend- 
ed, the  resolution  passed! 

Mr.  Everett  moved  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  any  Seminole  Indians,  com- 
ing in  under  a flag  of  truce,  or  brought  in  by  Cherokee 
Indians,  acting  as  mediators,  have  been  made  prisoners 
by  general  Jesup  ; and,  if  so,  to  transmit  to  this  house 
copies  of  all  orders  from  the  war  department,  and  of  all 
communications  from  General  Jesup,  or  from  any  other 
person  or  persons  on  that  subject. 

This  resolution,  according  to  the  rule,  lies  upon 
the  table  for  one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  the  clerk 
of  this  house  to  subscribe  for  — — number  of  copies  of 
such  journal  or  register  as  may  publish  regularly,'  and 
in  suitable  form  the  journals  of  proceedings,  and  the  ayes 
and  noes  of  this  house,  and  also  the  laws  of  congress,  for 
the  purpose  of  distribution  by  the  members  of  this 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was  also 
Resolved,.  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a hill  asking  an  appropriation  for  McAaamizing  and 
completing  tna  t part  of  the  great  western  mail  route  be- 
tween Rockville  and  the  Monococy,  in  Maryland. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  on  which 
the  vote  stood  as  follows : yeas  40,  nays  25.  There 
being  no  quorum,  another  motion  to  adjourn  was 
made,  and  carried. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  10.  Mr.  Pickens,  of  South 
Carolina,  appeared  and  took  life  seat. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  state,  explanatory  of  the 
delay  in  publishing  the  biennial  register,  (Blue 
Book.) 

Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  (he  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  wliole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  to  which  were  referred  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  accompanying  papers, 
communicated  to  the  house  by  the  president  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof!  and  that  the  same  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 
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Mr.  Bell  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  resolved , 
and  insert: 

“That  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
all  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  annual  message  of  the 
president,  except  so  much  thereof  as  is  proposed  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.” 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  ol 
Mr.  Bell,  by  adding  the  following: 

“That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state 
of  the  union  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  annual  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  excepting  only  so  much  as  relates  to  the  finan- 
ces, and  every  thing  connected  therewith;  to  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys,  and  every  thing  connec- 
ted therewith;  and  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  and 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  public  lands,  and  every  thing  connected  therewith, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  Indian 
affairs,  except  what  relates  to  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Indians  against  the  intrusions  of  cities 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities, 
and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes  against  the 
intrusions  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a “manu- 
factory of  gunpowder,”  and  a “manufactory  of 
small-arms  west  of  the  Allegan}'  mountains;”  to- 
gether with  so  much  as  relates  to  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  and  the  public  interests  entrusted 
to  the  war  department,  except  the  subjects  embra- 
ced in  the  immediately  preceding  resolutions,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  militia. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the  interests 
entrusted  to  the  navy  department,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
report  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  the  condition 
and  operations  of  the  post  office  department,  and 
every  thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  a 
“uniform  system  of  local  government,”  and  to 
“sp-cial  and  comprehensive  legislation”  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  he  referred  to  the  committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
“casualties  in  steamboats,  and  the  necessity  of  at- 
tempting to  prevent  them,”  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

The  amendment  as  above  modified  wras  accepted 
by  Mr.  Bell  as  his  motion . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  the 
amended  amendment  was  further  amended  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  so  much  of  the  executive  communica- 
tion as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a national 
foundry  for  cannon  to  be  common  to  the  service  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  a select  committee,  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise.”* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  said  amendment 
was  further  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

“ Resolved , That  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to 
a change  of  the  termination  of  the  fiscal  year  from  1st  of 
October  to  1st  of  April,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.” 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  a national  manufactory  of  small 
arms  on  the  western  waters,  be  referred  to  a select 
committee. 

On  this  motion  a desultory  debate  arose;  after 
which  the  amendment  was  rejected — as  was  also 
an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Mallory,  that  the 
subject  be  referred  to  a committee  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  Atlantic  and  Gulf  state. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McKay  was 
then  agreed  to  as  amended  by  Mr.  Bell.,  &c. 

Thursday,  Jan.  11.  The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a letter  addressed  to  him  by  Roderick 
Dorsey,  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, stating  that,  in  receiving  from  the  Bank  of 
the  Metropolis,  in  marked  bags,  (not  having  time 
to  ascertain  whether  the  contents  corresponded 
with  the  marks,)  on  the  13th  day  of  October  last, 
specie  and  other  moneys  to  pay  checks  in  favor  of 
members  of  this  house,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 

*The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed 
the  select  committee  on  the  subject: 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  McKay,  Biddle,  Glas- 
cock, Mallory,  Pickens,  Parmenter,  and  Parker. 


$27,155,  he  discovered,  on  coming  to  pay  it  over  to 
the  members  respectively,  that  there  was  a defici- 
ency of  $3,000  in  the  amount  received  ; that  he  in- 
formed the  officers  of  the  bank  thereof  as  soon  as 
he  was  certain  of  the  fact,  and  requested  them  to 
ascertain,  by  counting  their  special  deposite  for 
this  purpose,  whether  they  had  not  under-paid  him 
by  the  amount  missing;  that  he  was  assured  it  should 
be  done,  but  that,  notwithstanding  frequent  appli- 
cations, he  had  as  yet  received  no  satisfactory  re- 
ply ; that  he  apprehends  the  bank  does  not  intend 
to  do  him  justice,  and  he  therefore  places  the  mat- 
ter before  the  house,  requesting  it  to  take  order 
thereon.  [On  discovering  the  deficiency,  Mr. 
Dorsey  says  further,  he  raised  the  money  out  of  his 
private  resources,  and  paid  off  the  members  to  the 
f'uil  amount,  as  though  no  deficiency  had  occurred.] 

Messrs.  Johnson,  Thomas,  Jenifer,  and  Pearce,  of 
Maryland,  all  bore  testimony  to  the  high  character 
of  the  sergeant-at-arms  for  integrity  and  business 
habits,  and  showed  that  this  subject  had  been  one 
of  great  anxiety  to  him  ; that  ninety  days  had 
elapsed  without  any  settlement  by  the  bank;  that 
he  had  paid  the  deficiency  out  of  his  own  private 
means  to  the  members  of  the  house,  in  discharge  of 
their  per  diem,  at  the  late  session,  and  argued  at 
length,  in  favor  of  an  immediate  investigation  of 
all  the  circumstances,  which  they  explained  mi- 
nutely. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  refer  the  subject  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Bond  animadverted  upon  the  mode  pursued 
at  the  late  session  in  paying  over  the  per  diem  of 
members  ; argued  that  it  was  peculiarly  liable  to 
errors  and  mistakes,  and  contended  that  there  might 
possibly  be  error  and  default,  without  implicating 
the  officers  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Bouldin  thought  it  was  a matter  to  be  set- 
tled between  the  bank  and  the  sergeant-at-arms. 
The  latter  had  confided  in  the  bank  to  count  the 
money,  and  he  could  hardly  see  how  the  house 
could  remedy  the  error. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  was  of  opinion  that  other  inte- 
rests were  involved  in  the  matter,  and  that  a full  in- 
vestigation ought  to  be  ordered.  He  alluded  to  the 
loose  practice  of  the  last  session,  which  had  been 
referred  to,  in  paying  the  members  their  per  diem, 
that  it  was  especially  exposed  to  error  and  mis- 
take, &c. 

Messrs.  Everett  and  McKennon  were  in  favor  of 
postponing  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  so  as 
to  allow  the  bank  to  make  its  final  answer  in  the 
case.  The  latter  gentleman  had  learned,  from  a 
director  in  the  bank,  that  it  was  under  considera- 
tion by  the  directory. 

Mr.  Everett's  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  to  amend  the  motion  for 
reference  to  a select  committee,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  instructions: 

“With  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  disbursing  the 
money,  and  whether  errors  and  mistakes  were 
committed,  and  to  what  extent  any  were  made 
by  the  sergeant-at-arms  in  paying  the  money  at 
the  said  session  of  congress.” 

Mr.  Whittlesey's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and, 
with  these  instructions  the  motion  for  reference  to 
a select  committee  was  agreed  to. 

A number  of  reports  from  committees  were  then 
received,  (and  will  be  hereafter  stated.) 

The  house  then  passed,  in  order,  to  the  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information,  heretofore  offered, 
and  now  lying  on  the  speaker’s  table,  and  a num- 
ber of  them  w'ere  agreed  to,  as  will  be  stated  more 
particularly  in  our  next. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  .Adams 
two  or  three  weeks  ago,  then  came  up  in  order  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  and 
translation  of  all  the  pamphlets  in  the  Spanish  language, 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  this  house 
to  have  been  printed  and  circulated  by  the  late  minister 
from  the  republic  of  Mexico,  Gorostiza,  before  his  de- 
parture from  this  country,  and  the  name  of  the  diploma- 
tic functionary  from  a foreign  government  who  commu- 
nicated a copy  of  said  pamphlet  to  the  secretary  ol 
state. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that  it  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  so  much  as  proposed  to  call  on  the  presi- 
dent for  the  name  of  the  foreign  minister  referred 
to  in  the  resolution. 

On  this  motion  a highly  animated  and  interesting 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Jldams,  Howard, 
Menefee,  Waddy  Thompson,  and  Haynes  took  part. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  a number  of  com- 
munications from  the  executive  departments.  And 
then 

The  house  adjourned. 


Friday,  Jan.  12.  Reports  were  made  by  the  fol- 
lowing committees,  as  they  were  successively  call- 
ed upon: 

Ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Cambreleng:  A bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  protection  of  the  northern  frontier  of  the  U. 
States. 

By  Mr.  McKim.  A bill  to  provide  for  certain 
harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes, 
during  1838. 

Elections. 

Mr.  Buchanan  reported  at  length  upon  the  case 
of  Prentiss  and  Word,  claiming  seats  as  members 
of  the  house  from  the  state  of  Mississippi.  The 
consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Claims. 

By  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Springfield  manufacturing  company,  and  against 
the  petitions  of  Henry  Coleman  and  Jacob  C. 
Houseman. 

By  Mr.  Stewart:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Winslow 
Lewis. 

By  Mr.  Russell.  Against  the  petition  of  Ira  Car- 
penter. 

Commerce. 

By  Mr.  Smith:  Against  the  petition  of  Solomon  H. 
Currier,  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Nathan  Sage. 

Public  lands. 

By  Mr.  Casey.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Malone. 

Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.:  A bill  to  require  the 
judge  of  the  district  courts  of  east  and  west  Ten- 
nessee to  hold  a court  at  Jackson,  in  said  state. 

By  Mr.  Bruyn:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Return  B. 
Brown. 

By  Mr.  Toucey:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Matthew  Lyon. 

Revolutionary  claims. 

By  Mr.  Muhlenberg:  Against  the  petition  of 
captain  Thomas  Harris’s  heirs. 

Private  land  claims. 

By  Mr.  Harlan : Against  the  petition  of  James 
Tnerarity,  survivor  of  the  late  firm  of  John  Forbes 
and  Co. 

By  Mr.  Loomis : Against  the  petition  of  James 
Morrison,  assignee  of  Denny. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  on  agricul- 
ture, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
considered  and  agreed  to,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
encouragement  may  be  given  to  promote  the  culti- 
vation of  the  mulberry  and  sugar  beet,  or  either  of 
them.  % 

Indian  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Crary:  Against  the  petition  of  Henry 
Baird  and  others. 

Military  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Miller.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  John 

E.  Wool. 

By  Mr.  Grennell:  Against  the  petition  of  Phile- 
mon McElfresh  and  others,  soldiers  of  the  late 
war. 

By  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio:  Against  the  petition  of 
Hosea  Neale. 

Naval  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Halsted:  Against  the  petition  of  Henry 
Sliver  and  Reuben  Hunt. 

Foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Cushing,  upon  the  case  of  William  C.  Parke, 
Nathaniel  Gunnison,  Lucy  Alexander,  and  others, 
reported  a resolution,  referring  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
against  Denmark,  for  the  value  of  three  prizes  made 
by  John  Paul  Jones. 

By  Mr.  Howard:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Harrison. 

Invalid  pensions. 

By  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut:  Bills  for  the 
relief  of  Eli  Eastman  and  Elizabeth  French. 

By  Mr.  Stanly : A bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliphalet 
Spotford. 

Revolutionary  pensions. 

By  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia:  Against  the  peti- 
tion of  Davis  Shockley. 

By  Mr.  Ewing : Against  the  petitions  of  Thomas 

F.  Randolph,  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Thomas  arid 
Ralph  Haskins,  and  Edward  C.  Cooper,  M.  D.  Elias 
Ware,  and  Samuel  Runk. 

Mr.  Curtis  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  New  York  pilots  for  a re- 
peal of  the  act  concerning  pilots,  passed  at  the  last 
congress,  reported  a resolution  against  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners. 

Public  lands 

By  Mr.  Harrison-.  A bill  authorizing  the  Mis- 
souri and  Mississippi  rail  road  company  to  locate 
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their  road  on  the  public  lands,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses. 

A bill  making  an  appropriation  of  the  public  land 
for  the  construction  of  a military  road  in  the  state  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Also,  a joint  resolution  directing  the  secretary  of 
war  to  cause  to  be  examined  and  surveyed  the  in- 
undated lands  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries, 
and  report  to  congress  the  practicability  of  reclaim- 
ing the  same. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  for  the  registration  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  the  collection  of  hospital  money,  the 
erection  of  marine  hospitals,  & c. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
congress  of  May,  1820,  transmitting  a statement 
prepared  by  the  second  comptroller,  of  the  appro- 
priations. expenditures  for  1837,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  Great  and  Little 
Osages.  (Those  Indians  are  now  in  danger  of 
starvation,  and  this  bill  appropriates  n sum  of  mo- 
ney to  purchase  them  provisions,  the  amount  being 
credited  on  their  annuities.)  It  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  its  third  reading  this  day;  and  then  im- 
mediately, by  common  consent,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  private  bills. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  to  to-morrow. 

[Select  committee  under  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  members  of  congress  to  execu- 
tive office.  Mr.  Wise  Mr.  Yell,  Mr.  Underwood, 
Mr.  Hamer,  Mr.  Toucey,  Mr.  Bynum,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Cleveland,  and  Mr. 
Marvin. 

Select  committee  on  Mr.  Dorsey’s  communication 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Metropolis  bank,  touching 
an  error  in  his  account.  Mr.  Johnson,  ofMaryland 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fairfield,  Mr.  Thom- 
as, and  Mr.  De  Graffi] 

Saturday,  Jan.  13.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  act  of  congress  authorizing  all  per- 
sons owning  lands  on  water-courses  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  to  enter  the  lands  in  the  rear  of  their 
front  concessions;  and  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing all  such  claimants  of  land  on  the  said 
water-courses  as  may  be  unable  to  obtain,  in  the 
rear  of  their  claims,  the  quantity  of  lands  contained 
in  their  front  tracts,  by  reason  of  bends  in  the 
water-courses  on  which  they  are  situated,  or  other 
causespto  make  their  entries  on  other  public  lands 
in  the  vicinity  of  their  front  claims. 

Reports  of  committees  were  now  called  for,  when 
several  on  private  claims  were  presented  and  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  suggested  the  expediency  of  de- 
ferring the  debate  on  the  call  for  Mr.  Gorostiza’s 
letter,  &c.,  until  Monday,  and  occupying  the  resi- 
due of  the  morning  hour  in  reading  the  private  bills 
a third  time  which  had  passed  the  committee  of  the 
whole  yesterday;  but 

The  house  refused,  and  proceeded  again  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  make 
a few  remarks,  explanatory  of  bis  statements  rela- 
tive to  the  postmaster  general,  contained  in  his 
speech  as  reported  and  published  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  the  9th  instant.  The  house  hav- 
ing unanimously  granted  leave,  Mr.  U,  said  he  had 
been  unexpectedly  called  on,  in  the  course  of  de- 
bate, to  explain  a passing  allusion  he  had  made  to 
old  transactions,  in  which  the  postmaster  general 
took  an  active  part,  and  which,  at  the  time,  pro- 
duced a very  deep  sensation  in  Kentucky.  That, 
in  compliance  with  the  call,  he  had  made  a state- 
ment from  his  best  recollection  at  the  moment. 
Since  then,  he  had  conversed  with  other  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  whose  opportunities  to  know  and 
understand  the  facts  were  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
his  own.  From  such  conversations,  and  my  own 
reflections,  (said  Mr.  U.)  I have  become  satisfied 
that  so  much  of  my  former  statement  as  holds  out 
the  idea  that  the  postmaster  general  was  to  “mould 
and  touch”  a pamphlet,  wrote  or  to  be  written,  by 
Beauchamp,  abusive  of  the  old  court  party,  or  im- 
plicating any  of  them  in  the  murder  of  col.  Sharp, 
as  the  price  or  terms  upon  which  a pardon  was  to 
be  granted,  is  erroneous.  I now  believe  the  letter 
in  which  the  postmaster  general  used  the  words 
“mould  and  touch”  was  written  after  Beauchamp’s 


execution,  and  consequently  could  have  furnished 
no  evidence  of  a willingness  to  combine  with  Beau- 
champ, then  dead,  in  efforts  to  procure  his  pardon 
as  a reward  for  political  services.  That  letter, 
from  my  present  information,  related  to  a manu- 
script left  by  Beauchamp,  purporting  to  be  his  con- 
fession. It  was  repeatedly  charged  upon  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, in  the  public  journals  of  that  day,  that  his  mo- 
tive in  desiring  to  “mould  and  touch”  the  confes- 
sion was  corrupt;  and,  from  the  course  which  the 
Argus  had  taken,  the  old  court  party,  so  far  as  my 
information  extended,  believed  that  Mr.  Kendall 
had  a sinister  political  object  in  view  in  his  propo- 
sition to  “mould  and  touch.”  Such  was  my  opin- 
ion then,  and  1 still  retain  it. 

In  speaking  of  these  transactions  of  so  many  years 
standing,  it  can  scarcely  be  presumed  that  I should 
precisely  recollect  every  circumstance.  I have 
deemed  it  a duty  to  myself  to  correct  the  mistake 
into  which  I have  fallen,  as  far  as  my  subsequent 
information  and  reflection  show  to  be  proper. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  house 
in  reply,  especially,  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Mene- 
l'ee.  He  said  that,  when  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  been  up 
the  day  before,  some  remarks  had  been  made  which 
were  calculated  to  implicate  the  citizens  in  a vast 
region  of  country  in  the  charge  of  a violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  obligations  of 
neutrality  between  this  country  and  foreign  powers. 
If  allusion  had  not  thus  been  made  to  a portion  of 
union  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
for  as  many,  probably,  both  of  officers  and  men, 
had  gone  to  Texas  from  his  own  state  as  from  any 
other  in  the  west — he  should  not  now  have  deemed 
it  necessary  thus  to  enter  his  solemn  protest  against 
the  correctness  of  such  statements.  He  had  no  par- 
ticular objections  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
though  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  productive 
of  any  benefit.  It  called  for  the  copy  of  a pam- 
phlet which  had  long  been  published,  and  which  he 
presumed  every  member  of  the  house  must  have 
seen  and  read;  and  it  further  demanded  the  name  of 
the  minister  who  had  communicated  a copy  of 
Mr.  Gorostiza’s  pamphlet  to  the  secretary  of  state. 
He  saw  no  particular  propriety  in  demanding  the 
name  of  this  individual,  as  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  transaction  of  our  government.  It  was 
not,  however,  with  a view  to  oppose  or  protest 
against  the  resolution  Mr.  S.  had  risen,  but  to  a 
question  of  fact — that  he  might  counteract  the 
assertions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Menefee)  and  others  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
the  people  of  the  west.  It  was  not  true  that  those 
people  had  violated  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  obligations  of  neutrality  with  Mexico.  Not 
one  man  out  of  fifty  of  those  who  had  gone  from  the 
United  States,  and  entered  into  the  struggle  of  Tex- 
as for  independence,  had  gone  there  without  a bo- 
na fide  purpose  of  remaining  in  Texas  as  a citizen 
of  that  republic.  These  people  had  expatriated 
themselves,  and  chosen  Texas  as  their  future 
country.  It  was  very  true  that,  at  the  time  they 
did  so,  a war  was  in  progress  between  Texas  and 
the  government  of  Mexico:  and  that,  so  soon  as 
they  reached  their  adopted  country,  they  took  up 
arms  to  defend  those  political  rights  which  they  had 
learned  here  to  recognize,  and  those  free  institu- 
tions which  they  had  enjoyed  at  home. 

But  there  was  no  similarity  between  this  state  of 
things  and  that  which  prevailed  on  our  northern 
frontier.  Under  what  circumstances  had  these  in- 
dividuals gone  into  the  country  beyond  the  line? 
They  had  been,  in  the  first  place,  invited  by  the 
government  of  Mexico  to  emigrate  and  to  become 
citizens  of  the  Mexican  republic;  and  the  law  hold- 
ing out  this  invitation  remained  still  in  force  when 
the  revolution  in  Texas  commenced.  They  had 
afterwards  received  a similar  invitation  from  the 
government  of  Texas.  Instead,  therefore,  of  viola- 
ting the  laws,  they  were  merely  accepting  an  invi- 
tation which  had  been  addressed  to  them  both  by 
the  mother  country  and  from  her  revolted  province. 
This  was  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  S.  there- 
fore here,  in  his  place,  entered  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Menefee.) 

But  what  was  the  state  of  matters  on  the  Canada 
frontier?  There  were  no  such  inducements  held 
out  by  the  British  government:  but  a portion  of  our 
citizens  had  gone  over  into  Canada  with  the  avow- 
ed intention  of  entering  into  the  war  which  had  been 
commenced  by  some  of  the  colonists  against  the  gov- 
ernment. They  had  taken  arms  with  them,  which 
had  been  obtained  from  our  side  ofthe  line,  and  had 
resolved  to  sustain  themselves  within  the  Canada 
lines.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  whole  affair, 
that  any  delay  by  our  government  to  interfere  would 
have  been  highly  dangerous.  But,  on  the  Texas 
boundary,  there  had  been  no  such  military  array. 


nor  forcible  invasion.  This  difference  of  the  cir- 
cumstances sufficiently  accounted  for  the  different 
course  pursued  by  the  American  government  in 
the  two  cases.  It  might  be  that  there  had  been 
many  in  the  west  who  went  out  into  Texas  in  com- 
panies, knowing  that  they  should  be  expected  im- 
mediately to  enter  into  the  struggle:  but  not  a soli- 
tary instance  had  occurred  in  which  troops  from 
this  country  had,  in  a hostile  manner,  invaded  Tex- 
as, as  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  Canada. 
They  had  gone  over,  bona  fide,  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement. 

Mr.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  not  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but,  like  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him,  to  make  some  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Menefee) 
about  the  violation  ofthe  laws  by  our  citizens  in 
their  conduct  towards  Mexico.  And  he  would,  in 
the  first  place,  ask  that  gentleman  if  he  could 
lay  his  finger  on  any  article  in  our  treaty  with  Mexi- 
co which  obligated  the  United  Stales  to  the  ob- 
servance of  neutrality?  There  was  no  such  provi- 
sion. All  our  obligations  to  it  were  therefore  de- 
rived from  the  necessary  and  natural  law  of  na- 
tions. There  was  no  violation,  then,  of  conven- 
tional neutrality.  A treaty  of  amity,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  could  not  be  called  a treaty  of 
neutrality  : such  a treaty  did  not  bind  an  inde- 
pendent power,  with  whom  it  was  made,  to  ob- 
serve neutrality,  if  one  of  the  parties  should  enter 
into  a war.  He  defied,  or  rather  he  invited,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to  lay  his  finger  on  any 
treaty  stipulation  respecting  the  observance  of  neu- 
trality. So  far,  then,  as  respected  the  policy  of 
this  country  towards  Mexico,  there  had  been  no 
violation.  The  question  was  simply  one  of  our 
domestic  policy.  It  was  very  true  that  the  act  of 
1S18  referred  to  all  foreign  powers  : but  it  had  no 
reference  to  any  treaty. 

What,  then,  he  asked,  was  the  law  of  nations  in 
regard  to  the  observance  of  neutrality?  It  was 
simply  that  we  should  extend  equal  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  to  both  of  two  belligerent 
powers.  Mexico  and  Texas  were  at  war.  What, 
then,  was  our  duty  towards  these  two  powers? 
Simply  to  apply  the  general  rule:  to  afford  each  of 
them  the  same  rights  and  privileges.  If  we  chose 
to  allow  them  to  enlist  soldiers,  to  purchase  provi- 
sions, or  to  borrow  money  to  aid  them  in  carrying 
on  the  war,  we  might  do  so,  provided  we  allowed  it 
to  both  powers  equally;  and  there  would  be  no  vio- 
lation of  neutrality.  Now,  would  it  be  contended 
that  the  ports  and  territory  of  the  United  States 
had  been  opened  to  one  of  these  parlies,  and  not  to 
the  other?  Was  there  any  law  of  the  United 
States  which  prohibited  Mexico  from  enlisting 
men  in  the  same  way  that  Texas  did  ? Whatever 
law  did  exist  on  that  subject  applied  equally  to 
both  belligerents.  Could  the  citizens  of  Mexico, 
then,  complain  of  any  inequality  of  privileges? 
Certainly  not.  So  far  as  the  administration  was 
concerned,  both  had  been  dealt  with  by  the 
same  rule.  It  might  be  true  that  the  American 
government  might  have,  to  some  extent,  relaxed  its 
domestic  policy  as  to  its  pacific  character  in  the 
case  of  Texas:  but  the  same  privileges  had  been 
open  to  both  parties.  But  it  was  a principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  that,  in  case  of  a domestic  struggle 
in  a foreign  nation,  a neutral  power  had  no  right,  in 
the  first  stages  of  such  a struggle,  to  interfere  : so 
long  as  the  matter  retained  the  character  of  a sedi- 
tion or  insurrection,  this  was  not  allowed:  but  when 
the  insurrection  had  so  far  succeeded  that  the  con- 
test assumed  the  character  of  a civil  war  between 
two  portions  of  a foreign  nation,  these  portions  be- 
came, as  it  were,  independent  powers,  and  neutral 
nations  might,  whenever  they  pleased,  embark  in 
the  controversy  in  favor  of  either  party,  without 
any  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  There  were 
analogous  cases  on  record.  In  the  case  of  our 
own  revolution,  when  we  had  thrown  off  our  alle- 
giance to  the  British  government,  France  had  in- 
terfered in  our  favor:  but  has  she  been  charged  for 
this  with  a violation  of  the  law  of  nations?  It  was 
a violation  of  neutrality,  but  no  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations.  The  government  so  interfering 
did,  it  was  true,  lose  the  rights  of  a neutral  when  it 
threw  off  the  neutral  character:  but  there  was  no 
violation  of  good  faith  in  such  a step  if  she  chose  to 
take  it. 

If  it  had  been  the  policy  of  this  country  to  be- 
come a belligerent  in  this  contest  between  Mexico 
and  Texas,  she  would  not  have  been  charged  with 
any  breach  of  good  faith  or  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  government  had  been  charged  with  a violation 
of  its  treaty  with  Mexico;  he  asked  to  be  shown 
any  treaty  guarantying  our  neutrality. 

It  appeared  to  him  that,  although  the  administra- 
tion had,  in  practice,  favored  one  of  the  parties, 
that  was  a question  which  pertained  exclusively  to 
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the  domestic  policy  of  this  country.  There  was 
no  breach  of  conventional  neutrality,  nor  any  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations. 

But  the  nature  of  the  contest  itself  between  Mex- 
ico and  her  revolted  province  of  Texas  rendered 
this  case  essentially  distinct  from  that  on  our  north- 
ern frontier  ; and  it  was  such  as  justified  the  exe- 
cutive in  relaxing  our  domestic  policy  in  regard  to 
foreign  powers.  In  the  struggle  between  Turkey 
and  Greece  what  had  been  the  course  pursued  by 
foreign  governments  ? Had  they  stood  by,  with 
arms  folded,  and  seen  the  Ottoman  tyranny  trample 
that  country  which  literature  and  civil  liberty  had 
so  long  rendered  illustrious,  into  the  dust  ? No. 
And  did  they,  by  interposing,  violate  the  law  of 
nations  ? Had  this  ever  been  charged  upon  them? 
Never.  On  the  contrary,  the  acts  of  the  allies  had 
been  viewed  on  all  hands  as  high  and  magnanimous. 
The  goverumentof  Mexico  had,  in  the  first  instance, 
been  constuicted  on  the  principles  of  a federal  sys- 
tem, allowing  a degree  of  independence  to  each  of 
the  provinces:  but  this  had  been  prostrated.  Was 
it  the  duty  of  our  government  rigidly  to  restain  our 
citizens  from  entering  into  the  contest  when  the 
cause  of  civilization  and  human  liberty  was  con- 
cerned ? 

The  Speaker  here  arrested  Mr.  H.  as  straying  be- 
yond the  very  wide  range  which  had  been  hitherto 
allowed  to  this  debate.  The  merits  of  the  contest 
between  Mexico  and  Texas  could  not  be  discussed 
under  this  resolution. 

Mr.  H.  repeatedly  explained;  but  the  chair  ad- 
hered to  its  decision,  and  Mr.  H.  thereupon  resumed 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Cashing  said  that  the  resolution  submitted 
by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Adams)  comprised  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  questions — one  the  call  fora 
copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  pamphlet,  and  the  other 
for  the  name  of  the  foreign  minister  who  had  com- 
municated the  pamphlet  to  the  secretary  of  state. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  was  in  favor  of  both  divisions  of  the 
resolution.  In  regard  to  the  pamphlet,  he  had  seen 
and  read  it,  soon  after  it  made  its  appearance,  and 
he  fully  concurred  with  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  (Mr.  Howard,)  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  him  the  other  day,  that  it  was 
grossly  libellous  on  the  people  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States;  a sort  of  Parthian  arrow,  let 
tly  at  the  honor  and  peace  of  the  country,  by  a re- 
treating enemy;  and  since  the  pamphlet  had  be- 
come a prominent  topic  in  the  discussion  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  he  wished  that  every 
member  ol  the  house  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
see  it,  and  that  for  this  purpose  it  might  be  laid  be- 
fore  them  in  ail  authentic  form.  But  the  controver- 
sy  in  the  house,  so  far  as  it  had  been  confined  to 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  rested  mainly  on  that 
part  of  it  which  calls  for  the  name  of  the  foreign 
minister  referred  to  in  the  secretary’s  report  to  the 
president.  What  were  the  facts?  Mr.  Forsyth  had 
informed  us  that  the  individual  in  question,  in  com- 
municating the  pamphlet  to  him,  expressed  “his 
surprise  and  disgust  at  the  grossness  of  such  an  act 
by  a retiring  minister.”  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  as- 
sume that  the  remark  had  been  truly  reported  by 
the  secretary  of  state.  He  should  give  implicit  cre- 
dence to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  until  acon- 
tradiction  appeared  over  the  signature  of  the  other 
party  to  the  conversation.  Not  until  then  ought 
there  to  be  any  question  of  veracity  in  the  case. 
Thus  much  was  due  from  one  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  another,  to  believe 
the  official  declaration  of  the  secretary.  Then,  as- 
suming the  remark  to  have  been  made  as  reported, 
was  it  a proper  act?  It  was,  on  the  face  of  it,  an 
incentive  to  hostilities;  a thing  calculated  to  embit- 
ter the  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States  against  Mexico.  Could  such 
an  act  be  proper,  in  the  representative  of  a third 
power,  professedly  friendly  to  the  two  republics? 
Clearly  not.  It  was  grossly  improper.  Should  we 
have  the  name  of  the  individual?  If  we  did  not,  the 
act  would  stand  as  a reflection  on  the  whole  diplo- 
matic corns.  Which  of  the  ministers  was  it?  Until 
the  house  knew  this,  each  of  them  was  alike  sub- 
ject to  suspicion. 

Some  of  these  gentlemen  he  (Mr.  C.)  knew,  and 
those  he  believed  incapable  of  such  an  act.  Others 
he  did  not;  and  for  the  vindication  of  all  of  them,  he 
wished  to  see  a mark  put  upon  the  guilty  persons, 
so  as  to  clear  the  characters  of  (he  residue  from  the 
general  stigma.  Besides,  it  could  not  be  unknown 
to  the  house  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  had  been 
designated  by  the  public  press.  It  had  been  affirmed 
by  a correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier,  who 
seemed  to  possess  a kind  of  omniscience  in  regard 
to  matters  and  things  here— the  “Spy  in  Washing- 
ton”— that  the  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Forsyth  was  the  British  minister. 
If  so,  it  was  important  to  understand  the  fact,  to 
know  whether,  in  the  very  peculiar  and  delicate 


relations  which  had  for  some  time  past  existed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  re- 
presentative of  that  power  in  this  country  had  in- 
terposed to  inflame  the  resentments  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Mexican  republic.  And  if  so, 
it  would  then  be  proper  to  look  into  the  motive  of 
such  an  act.  Mr,  B.  said  that  if  the  call  was  sup- 
pressed in  consequence  of  the  objections  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Howard,)  the  con- 
struction he  (Mr.  C.)  should  put  upon  the  circum- 
stances— and  he  wished  this  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, and  to  go  forth  to  the  world — that  if  the  in- 
quiry was  suppressed,  and  the  individual  to  whom 
the  act  was  generally  imputed  by  common  fame,  did 
not  himself  authoritatively  disclaim  the  imputation, 
then  it  w'as  to  be  taken  as  the  verified  and  estab- 
lished fact,  that  that  individual  was  the  British 
minister. 

Mr.  C.  said  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  house 
had  spoken  much  of  the  neutral  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  and  something,  but  rather  less,  of 
what  was  more  important  still,  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States.  Under  the  rule  just  laid  down 
by  the  chair,  he  understood  it  was  in  order  to  pur- 
sue the  question  of  the  consistency  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  analogous  cases  of  Mexico  and  Texas 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Great  Britain  and  Canada  on 
the  other;  and  upon  this  question  he  desired  to  ad- 
dress the  house — 

[The  speaker  here  observed  that  the  hour  hav- 
ing already  expired,  it  w'ould  be  convenient  to  sus- 
pend the  discussion  here,  so  as  to  pass  to  the  orders 
of  the  day.] 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  2,000  extra  copies  of 
the  president’s  communication  in  relation  to  affairs 
on  our  northern  frontier,  &c.  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A number  of  private  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
yesterday  were  read  a third  time,  passed  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a report  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  topographical  bureau,  ac- 
companied by  the  report  and  documents  in  refer- 
ence to  the  survey  of  the  Kennebec  river,  called  for 
by  a resolution  of  the  house  ot  the  18th  ultimo,  and 
a like  report  accompanied  by  a survey  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Cuyahoga  river. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  submit- 
ting a report  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
11th  instant,  relative  to  the  postages  paid  on  letters 
and  papers  transmitted  from  his  department  by  the 
express  mail,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  of  postages  sent  and  received  by  the  ex- 
press mail  is  ,$362  4S. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
was  received,  transmitting  copies  of  a representa- 
tion, from  a late  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  necessity 
for  the  erection  of  a new'  jail,  and  a lunatic  asylum 
in  this  city.  Also,  copies  of  certain  proceedings 
of  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
showing  the  unsafe  condition  of  the  court  house  of 
that  county,  and  the  necessity  for  a new  one. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a report  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  explanatory  of  the  reasons  that  have  prevented 
a compliance  with  the  resolution  of  this  house  of 
the  2-tth  of  February,  1837,  in  relation  to  alleged 
frauds  committed  upon  the  Indians. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  15.  The  memorial  offered  on 
Monday  last  by  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  asking  for 
a modification  of  the  naturalization  laws,  which 
Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass,  had  moved  to  commit  with 
certain  instructions,  and  which  memorial  and  in- 
structions Mr.  Haynes  had  moved  to  refer  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  and  Mr.  Patton  to  a 
select  committee,  came  up  in  order. 

The  chair  was  of  the  opinion  that,  under  the 
rules,  the  sense  of  the  house  should  be  taken  on 
the  present  condition  of  the  memorial,  in  point  of 
order  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Lincoln  remarked,  in  answer  to  a suggestion 
near  him,  that  this  memorial  had  some  relation  to 
the  abolition  question,  that  it  had  no  such  tendency. 

The  question  being  put,  the  house  refused  to 
consider  the  memorial  at  this  time,  by  a vote  of 
yeas  69  to  78  nays. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  with- 
draw his  instructions,  if  permitted,  rather  than  em- 
barrass the  memorial  in  its  consideration  by  the 
house;  and,  at  his  request,  the  question  was  again 
put,  and,  the  instructions  being  withdrawn,  the  me- 
morial was  taken  up  for  consideration  without  a di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Pailon  remarked  that  this  memorial  had  been 
confided  to  him  by  the  Native  American  association, 
a most  respectable  society  of  this  District;  and  his 


only  wish  is,  that  it  should  receive  such  ^ reference 
as  would  secure  for  it  a careful  investigation  of  its 
prayer.  In  allusion  to  the  same  remark  to  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  alluded,  Mr.  P.  thought  it  would 
be  a sufficient  answer  tothatsuggestion,  that  he  had 
presented  it.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  laws 
upon  the  subject  of  naturalization  needed  some 
amendment.  '.Every  one  who  read  this  memorial 
would  perceive  the  true  American  arid  patriotic 
feeling  which  breathed  throughout  it;  it  was  entirely 
disconnected  from  politics,  and  whether  or  not  the 
memorialists  went  too  far  in  their  views  on  this 
subject  would  be  for  the  committee,  who  should 
have  their  prayer  under  consideration,  to  inquire. 
He  knew  of  no  standing  committee  to  which  this 
memorial  could  appropriately  be  referred,  and  had 
therefore  moved  its  reference  to  a select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Haynes  defended  his  motion  to  refer  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary.  He  animadverted 
upon  the  disposition  of  members,  at  this  session, 
to  refer  important  subjects  lo  select  committees, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  regular  standing  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  at  a future  time  he  should 
give  his  views  on  this  subject.  At  present  he 
would  content  himself  with  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  memorial  would  be  referred  to  a select 
committee.  Mr.  L.  alluded  to  the  suggestion  that 
had  been  made,  upon  his  rising,  to  advocate  his  in- 
structions, that  this  memorial  had  some  reference 
to  the  abolition  question.  He  protested  against 
the  establishment,  upon  that  floor,  ol  a prejudice 
against  memorials  coming  from  his  section  of  the 
country  upon  that  ground. 

The  speaker  remarked  that  nothing  ol  that  kind 
had  been  said  in  debate. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  said  that  it  had  been  uttered  on  that 
floor,  in  his  hearing,  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  deemed  it  important  to  allude  to  it, 
and  to  disown  that  it  was  a correct  imputation. 
Mr.  L.  urged  the  necessity  of  immediate  action 
upon  this  subject,  and  gave  notice  that  he  should 
hereafter  address  the  house  upon-  the  memorial. 
He  was  in  favor  of  its  reference  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Boon  rose  to  order.  He  had  understood  that 
the  house  had  refused  to  consider  this  memorial  at 
this  time.  He  would  ask  how,  then,  it  came  be- 
fore the  house? 

The  speaker  recapitulated  the  facts  in  explana- 
tion of  that  point. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  by  a vote  of97  ayes;  noes  not  counted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Conner,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a post  route  from  Falls 
post  office  to  Catawba  creek  post  office  in  the  comi- 
ty of  Lincoln,  N.  C.  , _ 

The  states  were  then  called  in  order,  tor  peti- 
tions, when  the  following  were  presented. 

Petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  territories,  and  against  the 
domestic  slave-trade. 

The  following  gentlemen  presented  memorials  on 
these  three  subjects: 

Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Ridgway,  Alexander,  Ha- 
mer, Mason,  Allen,  Duncan,  Harper,  Coffin,  Goode, 
and  Sheplor,  of  Ohio;  Herod,  White,  and  Rariden, 
of  Indiana;  May,  of  Illinois;  Crary,  of  Michigan; 
Potts,  Fry,  Piumer,  Ogle,  Naylor,  and  McKennan, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Mitchell,  Andrews,  Fillmore, 
Peck,  and  Sibley,  of  New  York;  Grennell,  Reed, 
Parmenter,  Calhoun,  Lincoln,  and  Adams,  oi  Mas- 
sachusetts; and  Evans  and  Davee,  ol  Maine. 
Remonstrances  against  the  annexation  oj  Texas. 
The  following  gentlemen  presented  remonstran- 
ces upon  this  subject: 

Messrs.  Ridgway,  Hamer,  Mason,  Duncan,  Cof- 
fin, Corwin,  and  Goode,  ot  Ohio;  Boon,  ot  Indiana; 
May,  of  Illinois;  Fry,  Piumer,  Darlington,  Potter, 
Ogle,  Naylor,  McKennan,  and  Morris,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mitchell,  Fillmore,  Peck,  Patterson,  and 
Sibley,  of  New  York;  Allen,  of  Vermont;  Gren- 
nell,  Parmenter,  Calhoun,  Briggs,  and  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts:  and  Davee,  of  Maine. 

Petitions  lo  rescind  the  order  of  the  21  st  December. 

The  following  gentlemen  presented  memorials 
upon  this  subject: 

Messrs.  Potts  and  Toland,  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
Fletcher  and  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  should  hereafter 
call  up  those  last  named  petitions,  and  move  their 
consideration;  and  that  he  should  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  laying  his  motion  on 
the  tabie,  should  such  a motion  be  made  by  any 
member  of  the  house. 

Memorial  against  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Everett  offered  a memorial,  signed  nume- 
rously by  chiefs  and  others  of  the  Cherokee’tribe  of 
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Indians,  praying  congress  not  to  enforce  this  treaty. 
He  moved  to  lay  it  over  until  Monday,  when  he 
should  move  to  take  it  up  for  consideration.  It 
was  so  ordered. 

Petition  as  to  carrying  into  effect  an  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Ghent. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  a memorial  praying  congress 
to  carry  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  into 
execution.  On  his  motion  that  article  was  read. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  prevailed. 

Abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  this  District. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a memorial,  from  persons 
in  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  freemen  be  not  sold 
in  this  District  in  payment  of  jail  fees;  which  he 
moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  the  words  “inquire  into  the  expediency  of,” 
Sec.  which  motion  was  lost,  and  that  of  Mr.  Adams 
prevailed. 

The  conduct  of  the  Seminole  campaigns. 

Mr.  I Pise  asked  what  had  become  of  a resolution 
offered  by  him  at  the  recent  session  of  congress,  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  which  had  been  postponed 
for  consideration  to  this  session? 

The  chair  observed  that  it  fell  with  the  end  of 
the  session,  and  would  require  to  be  introduced  de 
novo. 

Mr.  Wise  then  asked  pardon  of  the  house  and  of 
the  country  for  not  having  introduced  it  before  now, 
thinking  that  it  would  come  up  in  its  due  order. 

The  chair  then  laid  before  the  house  several  ex- 
ecutive communications. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Mississippi  election. 

Tuesday  Jan.  16.  The  chair  having  announced 
that  this  w'as  the  day  on  which,  by  a resolution  of 
the  house,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  elections 
on  the  claim  of  two  new  members  from  Mississippi 
to  a seat  in  the  house  was  to  be  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bronson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  congress,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  house  as  such.” 

Before  any  decision  on  this  resolution, 

Mr.  Wise,  by  leave,  moved,  as  preliminary,  a 
resolution,  which,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bell,  he 
modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

“ Resolved , That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J.  Word  have 
leave  to  occupy  a seat  within  the  bar  of  this  house 
pending  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  elections  upon  their  petition;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  petition  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  thereon.’’ 

Mr.  Howard  here  presented  a statement  in  manu- 
script (there  having  been  no  time  to  print),  by 
Mr.  Claiborne,  who  is  detained  by  illness  from  the 
house,  presenting  an  argument  of  the  case  in  behalf 
oi  himself  and  his  colleague,  and  moved  that  it  be 
read  at  the  clerk’s  table. 

Alter  some  conversation  on  points  of  order,  Mr. 
Wise  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bell,  modified  his 
resolution  so  as  to  preserve  the  words  of  a similar 
resolution  adopted  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  as  fol- 
lows: 

‘'Resolved,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J.  Word  have 
leave  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  house,  and  argue  the 
merits  of  their  application  for  seats  therein.” 

This  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Foster, 
Wise,  Bell,  Pope,  Glascock,  Hamer,  Reed,  Cushing, 
Hawes  and  Biddle;  when,  to  end  this  preliminary 
discussion,  Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained  by  the  house,  the  pre- 
vious question  put  and  carried,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion on  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

By  order  ot  the  chair,  seats  were  now  assigned 
in  the  broad  passage  in  front  of  the  chair  for  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word. 

Mr.  Howard  again  pressed  his  request  that  the 
statement  by  Mr.  Claiborne  be  read,  and  intimated 
his  wish  that  it  might  aftei  wards  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wise,  in  opposing  the  motion,  observed  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  mistaken  in  the 
fact  formerly  assumed  by  him,  viz:  that  the  state- 
ment by  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  had  been  print- 
ed by  order  ol  the  house.  It  had  been  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table  of  members,  but  not  by  order  of 
the  house,  hut  at  the  private  expense  of  those  gen- 
tlemen; and  therefore  the  principle  of  equality  could 
not  be  urged  as  a reason  why  this  statement  by 
Mr.  Claiborne  should  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
the  house.  If  Mr.  Claiborne  wished  to  submit  his 
argument  to  the  members,  he  could  adopt  a similar 
inode  to  that  adopted  by  the  claimants  of  the  seats. 

Mr.  Gholson  asked  Mr.  Howard  if  he  had  moved 
for  the  printing  of  this  paper? 


Mr.  Howard  replied  that  he  had  not  made  the 
motion,  though  he  thought  the  printing  would  be 
very  proper. 

Mr.  Gholson  then  said  that  he  and  his  colleague 
were  not  before  this  house  asking  its  charity  for 
the  printing  of  this  paper:  and  though  they  might 
not  be  as  able  as  some  to  pay  printers’  bills,  they 
did  not  beg  the  house  to  pay  for  it.  Mr.  G.  added 
another  remark,  which  led  to  a reply  from  Mr. 
Wise,  of  a very  angry  character,  which  was  in- 
stantly retorted  by  Mr.  Gholson,  in  a similar  strain. 

The  chair  interposed,  in  both  cases,  the  moment 
the  words  were  uttered. 

The  reading  of  the  paper  was  now  ordered  ; and 
the  clerk  had  proceeded  some  way  in  the  reading  ; 
when 

Mr.  Rcncher  moved  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  Mr.  Claiborne,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  case  be  postponed. 

The  paper  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Bell  ofl'ered  a resolution  making  this  report 
the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  and  every  day  suc- 
ceeding, until  the  subject  should  have  been  finally 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  Rencher  said  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word 
concurred  in  the  wish  that  the  case  should  be  post- 
poned if  there  was  a prospect  that  Mr.  Claiborne 
would  be  able,  in  any  reasonable  time,  to  return  to 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  it  was  his  own  desire,  and  that 
of  his  colleague,  that  there  should  be  no  delay,  but 
that  Mr.  Bell’s  motion  should  prevail. 

Mr.  Bell  modified  the  resolution  so  as  not  to 
make  this  subject  the  order  of  the  day  till  one  o’- 
clock each  day,  in  which  form  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  resolution 
moved  at  the  commencement  of  the  sitting  by  Mr. 
Bronson,  viz: 

“ Resolved,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J.  Word  are 
not  members  of  the  25th  congress,  and  are  not  entitled 
to  seats  in  this  house  as  such.” 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  for  the  printing  of  Mr. 
Claiborne’s  statement,  which  had  been  read.  On 
this  motion  a desultory  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Underwood,  Graves,  Howard,  Patton,  Jeni- 
fer, and  Gilley  took  part ; when,  to  save  time,  Mr. 
Underwood  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  motion  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Cilley,  arid  the  discussion  renewed  by  Messrs,  al- 
ley, Pennybacker,  Graves,  Bronson,  Glascock,  Pat- 
ton, and  Underwood,  when,  the  question  being  put, 
the  printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Dawson,  ot  Georgia,  after  some  allusion  to 
the  very  painful  occurrence  betwmen  Messrs. 
Gholson  and  Wise,  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

“The  hon.  Sami.  J.  Gholson,  a member  of  this  house, 
from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  the  hon.  H.  A.  Wise, 
also  a member  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  having  spo- 
ken language  subject  to  the  censure  of  this  house,  be- 
cause of  violation  of  its  rules, 

“Be  if.  therefore  resolved , That  these  gentlemen  do 
now  make  submission  to  this  body.” 

As  this  motion  had  relation  to  a question  of  privi- 
lege, the  chair  decided  that  it  took  precedence  of 
every  subject  before  the  house. 

Statements  were  then  made  by  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Gholson,  (in  the  course  of  which  both  were  called 
to  order  by  the  chair,)  after  which, 

Mr.  Glascock  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Dawson  on  the  table.  He  withdrew  the  motion, 
however,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Mercer,  who  quoted  Jefferson’s  Manual  to 
prove  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  not  having 
been  made  immediately  after  the  occurrence,  was 
out  of  order.  He  then,  incompliance  with  a pro- 
mise to  Mr.  Glascock,  renewed  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  it  w’as  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

“Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Wise,  mem- 
bers of  this  house,  between  whom  warm  words  have 
passed  in  debate,  be  required  by  the  speaker  to  declare 
m their  places  that  they  will  not  prosecute  further  the 
quarrel  which  has  arisen  this  day  between  them.’’ 

This  resolution  was  supported  at  great  length, 
and  with  great  feeling  and  earnestness,  by  Mr. 
Mercer. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  believing  that  it  would  aggravate, 
instead  of  allaying,  the  excitement,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Mercer  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  wdiich,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  78,  nays  123. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Howard,  Pope,  Jenifer,  Mercer,  Turney,  Glascock, 
Cushing,  and  Reed,  when  the  house,  without  com- 
ing to  any  decision,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  ad- 
journed. 
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Wednesday,  Jan.  17.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  several  executive  communications  which  he 
had  not  been  able  to  present  yesterday,  viz: 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  information 
called  for  by  the  house  on  the  11th  instant,  relative 
to  postage  paid  on  letters  to  and  from  the  navy  de- 
partment. Also, 

A letter  from  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting information  called  for  by  the  house  at  the 
extra  session,  in  relation  to  public  defaulters. 
Also, 

Letters  from  the  postmaster  general  in  answer  to 
the  call  on  the  11th  inst.  in  relation  to  the  amount 
of  express  postage  paid  by  the  post  office  depart- 
ment; the  amount  of  postage  on  newspapers  and 
pamphlets  for  six  months  ending  June  30,  1837; 
an  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  various  branches  of  the  service  of  the 
post  ofiice  department  for  1838.  Also, 

A report  from  the  commissioner  of  patents,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  law  promoting  the  pro- 
gress of  science  and  useful  arts,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  patents  issued  and  which  have  expired  in 
1837,  the  amount  ol'  money  received  at  the  patent 
office,  &c.  Also, 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States, 
transmitting  a report  from  Ihe  director  of  the  mint, 
showing  the  operations  of  that  institution  during 
the  year  1837. 

Mr.  Lawler,  by  consent,  offered  a joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  certain  pensions  at  Tus- 
caloosa, in  the  state  of  Alabama,  which,  on  his  mo- 
tion, was  referred  to  a select  committee,  to  consist 
of  three  members. 

By  consent,  the  senate  bill,  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  great  raft  irom  Bed 
river,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  taken  up,  read 
twdee,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  speaker,  by  consent,  laid  before  the  house 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York, 
asking  the  house  to  excuse  him  from  serving  on 
the  committee  of  claims,  by  reason  of  ill  health. 
This  request  was  granted,  unanimously. 

Mr.  Howard,  by  consent,  presented  the  request 
of  the  select  committee,  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Dor- 
sey and  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  that  they  he 
permitted  to  hold  their  sessions  during  those  of  the 
house;  which  request  was  granted. 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Mercer  yesterday,  and  under  consideration 
when  the  house  adjourned,  came  up  in  order: 
“Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Wise,  members 
of  this  house,  between  whom  warm  words  have  passed 
in  debate,  be  required  by  the  speaker  to  declare  in  their 
places  that  they  will  not  prosecute  further  the  quarrel 
which  has  arisen  this  day  between  them.” 

Mr.  Patton  rose  and  said  he  had  voted  on  yester- 
day against  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  He  now  thought  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  he  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  Mercer  asked  Mr.  Patton  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  stating,  that  if  he  would  do  so,  he  (Mr. 
M.)  would  make  a motion  which  would  supersede 
the  necessity  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  without  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays.  If  it  was  not  with- 
drawn, he  should  require  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  Patton  said,  one  principal  reason  which  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  motion  was,  that  the  discus- 
sion on  the  resolution  on  yesterday  was  such  as  (to 
say  the  least)  was  calculated  to  do  no  good.  He 
must,  therefore,  persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  be  taken. 

The  vote  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  126,  nays  64. 
So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Alter  several  committees  had  reported,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  came  up  in  order: 

“Resolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  congress,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  house  as  such.” 

Mr.  Bell  moved  an  amendment  (to  reverse  the 
affirmation  of  this  resolution.) 

Mr.  Prentiss  (one  of  the  applicants)  addressed 
the  house  at  length  in  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  in  vindication  of  his  and  his  colleague’s  right 
to  seats  upon  the  floor  of  the  house,  as  members  of 
the  25th  congress. 

He  thanked  the  house  for  the  courtesy  extended 
towards  him  as  an  individual,  while  he  animadvert- 
ed upon  the  tardiness  with  which  the  claims  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi  had  been  attended  to  by  the 
house. 

He  took  the  ground  that  the  house  were  not 
aware  of  the  true  state  of  the  facts:  and  laid  down 
three  propositions,  namely: 

1.  That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  never 
were  constitutionally  elected  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  in  the  25th  congress. 
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2.  If  they  were  elected  at  all,  it  was  only  for  the 
period  anterior  to  the  regular  election  in  November. 

3.  Himself  and  his  colleague  had  legally  and 
constitutionally  been  elected,  by  the  people  of 
Mississippi,  as  members  of  the  house  in  the  25th 
congress. 

He  then  said  that  they  found  themselves  met  at 
the  threshold  by  the  recent  decision  of  the  house 
as  to  the  election  of  the  sitting  members:  and  this 
decision  he  examined  with  much  minuteness:  and 
said  he  should  maintain  five  propositions  in  refer- 
ence to  it. 

1.  That  the  adoption,  by  the  house,  of  the  reso- 
lution in  favor  of  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson, 
was  not  a judicial  decision,  but  the  expression  of 
an  opinion,  subject  to  reversal. 

2.  That  it  was  no  adjudication  of  the  claims  of 
the  present  applicants. 

3.  That  so  far  as  this  pretended  adjudication 
went  to  annul  the  act  of  Mississippi,  it  was  null 
and  void:  the  house  having  no  such  power. 

4.  That  that  decision  was  not  binding  upon  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  who  were  not  parties  to  it, 
and  had  received  no  notice  of  the  same. 

5.  That  that  adjudication  had  been  given  upon 
a mistake  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  that,  of 
course,  it  was  subject  to  review. 

These  points  were  argued  with  much  earnestness 
and  eloquence,  and  he  was  about  making  some  re- 
marks upon  the  general  subject,  when,  on  request 
of  Mr.  Patton,  he  gave  way  to  a motion  of  adjourn- 
ment: and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  18.  A large  number  of  reports 
were  received,  which  will  be  noticed  when  before 
the  house  for  its  final  action. 

A small  part  of  the  morning  hour  yet  remaining, 
and  the  subject  for  this  portion  of  the  day  being 
Mr.  Adams’s  resolution  for  a translation  of  Mr. 
Gorostiza’s  pamphlet,  together  with  the  amendment 
thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  to  strike  out  so 
much  of  the  resolution  as  calls  for  the  name  of  the 
foreign  minister  who  communicated  a copy  of  that 
pamphlet  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  expressions 
of  surprise  and  disgust — 

Mr.  Cushing  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  the 
few  minutes  which  remained  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  special  order  of  the  day,  to  make  an  expla- 
nation touching  one  or  two  important  questions  of 
act. 

When  he  last  addressed  the  house,  Mr.  C.  had 
said,  in  speaking  of  the  foreign  diplomatic  agent 
who  communicated  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  pamphlet  to 
the  secretary  of  state: 

“That  if  the  call  was  suppressed  in  consequence  of 
the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Howard,)  the  construction  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  put  upon 
the  circumstances — and  he  wished  this  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  and  to  go  forth  to  the  world — that  if  the  in- 
quiry was  suppressed,  and  the  individual  to  whoni  the 
act  was  generally  imputed  by  common  fame,  did  not 
himself  authoritatively  disclaim  the  imputation,  then  it 
was  to  be  taken  as  the  verified  and  established  fact, 
that  that  individual  was  the  British  minister. 

The  effect  of  this  had  been  such  as  might  have 
been  well  anticipated.  So  long  as  the  imputation  had 
been  confined  to  the  newspapers,  Mr.  Fox,  it  would 
seem,  had  not  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  re- 
gard it;  but  had  very  properly  viewed  the  matter  in 
a different  light,  when  distinctly  referred  to  on  the 
floor  of  congress.  On  the  authority,  therefore,  and 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Fox,  he  (Mr.  C.)  wished  to 
make  an  exposition  of  the  facts,  so  far  as  that  gen- 
tleman was  concerned.  Mr.  Fox  was  not  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  history  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s 
pamphlet,  either  as  furnishing  to  the  secretary  of 
state  a copy  of  the  pamphlet,  conveying  the  news 
of  its  existence,  or  expressing  sentiments  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  by  Mr.  C.  in  his  speech.  Mr.  C. 
added  that  he  was  happy  to  make  this  explanation, 
because  it  discharged  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  distinguish- 
ed power  which  he  represented  here,  from  the  sus- 
picion of  having  interposed  in  this  matter.  And 
for  another  reason:  When  a particular  act  is  im- 
puted to  a limited  number  of  persons,  to  know  who 
did  not  perform  it,  is  the  first  step  towards  know- 
ing who  did.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  fog  which 
has  enveloped  this  mysterious  transaction,  begin- 
ning to  lift  away;  and  he  trusted  that  in  the  end  it 
would  be  entirely  dissipated. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Howard,)  in  the  early  stage  of  the  debate, 
had  stated,  as  a consideration  bearing  upon  the  call 
for  the  pamphlet  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  the 
pamphlet  had  been  published,  and  might  be  pur- 
chased by  any  body  at  the  shops;  and  the  same  idea 
had  been  repeated,  though  in  a more  qualified  form, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Shields.) 
It  was  material  for  the  house  to  understand  the  pre- 
cise facts.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had,  in  the  remarks  he 
made  on  Saturday,  said  that  he  had  read  the  pam- 
phlet. He  did  so  read  it.  But  it  was  loaned  to  him 
for  that  purpose  by  a gentleman  who  had  received  a 


copy.  Desiring  to  possess  it  himself,  he  (Mr.  C.) 
proceeded  to  make  careful  inquiry  at  the  shops  in 
this  city  and  elsewhere,  and  found  it  had  not  been 
published,  and  was  not  for  sale.  But,  shortly  af- 
terwards, there  was  published  a pamphlet  purport- 
ing to  be  an  “Examination  and  Review”  of  Mr. 
Gorostiza's  pamphlet,  in  which  was  inserted  a 
translation  of  the  chief  part  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s 
publication,  but  not  the  whole.  Mr.  Gorostiza’s 
pamphlet,  as  described  in  the  report  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  comprised  copies  of  some  confidential 
despatches  of  Mr.  Gorostiza  to  his  own  govern- 
ment; which,  as  appears  by  inspection  of  the  “Ex- 
amination and  Review,”  are  not  given  entire  in 
that  publication.  But,  in  view  of  the  great  im- 
portance ascribed  to  this  pamphlet  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  Mr.  C.  considered  it  desirable  that  the 
house  should  have  the  whole  of  it;  especially  as 
Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  report,  expressly  refers  the 
president,  and  through  him  the  house,  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  pamphlet.  He  also  desired  to  have  it 
in  Spanish.  In  saying  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  de- 
tract from  the  intelligence  or  good  faith  of  Mr. 
Greenhow,  the  translator  of  the  department  of  state, 
whom  he  personally  respected;  but  he  wished  that, 
in  these  delicate  diplomatic  matters,  the  house 
might  see  the  facts  in  the  most  authentic  possible 
shape.  These  considerations  Mr.  C.  regarded  as 
material  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Adams’s  inquiry; 
but  still  more,  as  bearing  upon  the  international 
effect  of  what  Mr.  Gorostiza  had  done;  it  being 
averred  by  Mr.  Cuevas,  the  Mexican  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  by  Mr.  Martinez,  the  Mexican 
minister,  that  the  pamphlet  had  not  been  published, 
(that  is,  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  word,)  which 
was  also  admitted  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
state. 

Mr.  C.  added  that  he  would  here  suspend  his  re- 
marks on  the  main  question. 

The  hour  of  1 o’clock  having  arrived,  the  house 
then  passed  to  the  special  order  of  the  day,  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  Mississippi  elec- 
tion. 

The  depending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bell  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,” 
and  insert  one  to  the  following  effect,  viz:  that  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  3d  of  October  last, 
declaring  that  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were 
duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  congress,  was 
agreed  to  without  a knowledge  of  all  the  facts 
which  were  material  in  the  case,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded.  And 

Resolved, further,  That  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  congress,  from 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  November  last,  and  are  en- 
titled to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Prentiss  occupying,  by  permission  of  the 
house,  a seat  within  the  bar,  resumed  his  argument 
to  the  house  in  support  of  the  right  of  himself  and 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Word,  to  seats  in  the  25th  con- 
gress, as  having  been  duly  elected  by  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  He  recapitulated  the  grounds  he  yps- 
terday  assumed;  and  then  proceeded  to  notice  an 
important  admission  in  Mr.  Claiborne’s  written  ar- 
gument, viz.  that  he  had  been  in  possession  of  the 
governor’s  certificate,  issued  in  all  the  forms  of  law 
declaring  himself  and  Mr.  Gholson  to  have  been 
elected  members  for  the  called  session  only,  but  had 
not  submitted  this  to  the  house  or  the  committee  on 
elections,  but  had,  in  preference,  procured  and  sub- 
mitted, in  evidence  of  his  election,  a certification 
by  the  secretary  of  state  of  Mississippi  to  a return  of 
the  votes  given  at  the  election.  Mr.  P.  insisted  that 
the  house  not  being  aware  of  the  existence  of  this 
document  then,  its  decision  in  September  had  been 
made  under  a mistaken  view  of  facts. 

He  then  went  into  an  examination  of  British  pre- 
cedents, to  show  with  what  scrupulous  care  the  right 
of  election  had  been  guarded  by  pailiament,  and 
cited  the  case  of  Wilkes  and  Luttrell  as  a case  in 
point;  arguing  that,  if  the  election  by  the  people  of 
Mississippi,  in  November,  could  be  set  aside  by  a 
decision  of  this  house  before  it  happened,  the  right 
of  election  was  far  better  guarded  in  England  than 
here.  This  sacred  right  he  beautifully  characteriz- 
ed as  the  Promethean  spark  of  popular  freedom. 

He  argued  again,  that,  by  the  act  of  the  house  at 
the  present  session  in  referring  the  case  to  the  com- 
mittee on  elections  to  be  reported  on,  it  had  itself 
declared  that  its  decision  at  the  called  session  was 
not  final  and  irreversible,  and  so  the  argument  from 
res  adjudicata  was  precluded  by  the  action  of  the 
house  itself. 

Having  thus  concluded  so  much  of  his  argument 
as  w’as  directed  to  demolish  the  position  that  the 
question  was  adjudicated,  and  could  not  again  be 
opened,  he  proceeded  to  take  the  first  of  the  three 
general  positions  he  had  laid  down  in  the  outset, 
viz.  that  the  election  in  July  was  ipso  facto  void; 
under  which  head  he  started  these  two  questions, 
viz.  Had  the  governor  of  Mississippi  constitutional 


power  to  issue  his  writ  for  that  election?  And,  2. 
If  he  had,  did  he  exercise  it?  Under  the  first  of 
these  questions  Mr.  P.  then  went  into  an  extended 
and  very  acute  constitutional  argument,  which  oc- 
cupied the  rest  of  the  day;  when,  after  the  hour  of 
three,  without  having  concluded,  he  gave  way  for  a 
motion  for  adjournment.  The  house  thereupon  ad- 
journed. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Department  of  war,  December  2,  1837. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  and 
in  conformity  with  established  usage  to  present  an- 
nually to  you,  for  the  information  of  congress,  a 
statement  of  the  transactions  of  this  department, 
together  with  such  suggestions  in  relation  to  the 
various  subjects  under  its  administration  as  the 
public  interests  may  seem  to  require,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  statement  of  the  com- 
manding general,  that  the  principal  paid  of  the  re- 
gular forces  has  been  draw’n  from  the  posts  on  the 
frontiers  and  concentrated  in  Florida;  and  his  ac- 
count of  the  military  transactions  in  that  territory 
will  exhibit  the  progress  of  the  war  to  the  close  of 
the  last,  and  the  events  attending  the  commencement 
of  the  present  campaign.  The  proposals  made 
by  the  Indians  to  submit  to  the  terms  of  the  trea- 
ty, and  the  negotiations  entered  into  with  them  to 
this  effect,  caused  the  cessation  of  hostilities  at  a 
period  when  they  might  have  been  carried  on  to 
advantage. 

This  measure  on  the  part  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  south,  although  productive 
of  delay  and  increased  expense,  was  dictated  by 
humanity  and  a laudable  desire  to  avoid,  if  practica- 
ble, the  necessity  of  further  enforcing,  by  arms,  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  was  approved  by  the 
department.  Nor  can  any  just  blame  be  attached 
to  the  conduct  of  that  officer  for  keeping  his  faith 
with  the  Indians,  and  rather  suffering  himself  to  be 
deceived  by  them,  than  to  violate  his  engagements, 
by  securing  the  chiefs  who  had  entered  his  camp 
and  placed  themselves  in  his  power,  under  the 
pledge  of  receiving  his  protection. 

The  enemy  proved  faithless,  and  the  season  for 
active  operations  passed  away  without  any  impor- 
tant resulls.  Great  expense  was  incurred  in  pre- 
parations for  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  which 
their  treachery  rendered  abortive.  But  the  honor 
of  the  government,  which  is  beyond  all  price,  was 
preserved;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
renewal  of  hostilities  has  only  taken  place  after 
every  effort  had  been  tried,  in  vain,  to  persuade 
these  deluded  people  to  submit  peaceably  to  the 
execution  of  the  law’.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitu- 
late the  circumstances  which  led  to  this  war;  they 
are  already  well  understood;  but  it  may  be  impor- 
tant to  state  the  causes  which  have  enabled  an 
enemy,  so  inferior  in  number  and  resources,  to  baffle 
the  efforts  of  the  government  to  subdue  them,  and 
which  have  rendered  the  contest  not  only  so  disas- 
trously protracted,  but  so  very  expensive.  The 
theatre  of  war,  remarkable  for  its  natural  difficul- 
ties, w’as  entirely  unknown  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  our  army.  They  were  compelled  to  move 
their  forces  with  the  utmost  caution,  in  the  face  of 
a bold,  active  and  wily  foe,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  passes  of  the  rivers  and  morasses  which 
intersect  the  country,  and  who  hovered  about  their 
flanks,  concentrating  their  numbers  upon  a point  of 
attack  with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  flying  from 
the  open  ground  with  a swiftness  that  baffled  the 
pursuit  of  the  white  man.  The  difficulties  of  trans- 
portation, on  which  the  success  of  all  military 
operations  must  depend,  always  great,  and  in  such 
a country  involving  unusual  labor,  expense  and 
delay,  were  in  some  cases  insurmountable.  In 
several  instances,  when  within  reach  of  the  enemy, 
our  troops  were  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  their 
magazines  or  baggage  trains  for  supplies,  and  thus 
lose  the  opportunity  of  striking  an  effective  blow, 
because  the  subsistence  stores  could  not  be  brought 
up  for  their  use.  Whenever  it  was  possible,  sup- 
plies were  transported  by  water  to  points  near  the 
theatre  of  operations;  but  having  to  ascend  rivers, 
steamboats  were  necessarily  employed  at  an  enor- 
mous cost  to  government.  From  these  points  the 
transportation  became  still  more  expensive  as  well 
as  difficult  and  dangerous.  Numerous  and  w’ell 
appointed  escorts  had  to  be  furnished;  wagons  to  be 
dragged  over  pathless  tracts  of  spongy  pine  barren, 
through  almost  impassable  swamps  and  across 
marshy  rivers;  temporary  magazines  to  be  built; 
and  posts  to  be  established  iifthe  wilderness,  to 
which  further  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage 
were  to  be  brought;  for  the  country  is  entirely  des- 
titute of  both,  and  the  baggage  train  can  transport 
its  own  forage  for  a few  days’  consumption  ordy. 
When  it  is  considered  that  these  difficulties  had  to 
be  encountered  and  surmounted  by  raw,  undisci- 
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plined  troops,  in  the  face  of  an  active  enemy,  that 
destroys  unseen,  delivering  a deadly  fire  at  an  un- 
expected moment,  and  disappearing  in  morasses 
impenetrable  to  the  eye  of  the  white  man,  the  zeal 
anil  persevering  courage  of  our  officers  and  men  are 
worthy  of  all  praise,  it  is  under  such  circumstan- 
ces that  our  Indian  allies  have  proved  so  useful. 
Their  peculiar  sagacity  in  detecting  the  stratagems 
of  their  race,  and  their  untiring  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity in  the  field,  are  the  best  protection  against 
the  ambuscades,  night  assaults,  and  surprises  which 
constitute  the  warfare  of  these  tribes,  and  are  so 
harrassing  and  destructive  to  our  troops.  To  the 
strong  arms  and  brave  hearts  of  our  own  men  we 
may  safely  rely  for  victory  in  action;  but  w'e  must 
depend  upon  the  Indian  to  detect  the  lurking  place 
of  the  Indian;  to  trace  him  in  his  devious  path  and 
rapid  (light;  to  guard  against  his  wily  approach, 
and  to  discover  his  deadly  presence  at  every  diffi- 
cult pass.  For  these  reasons  the  friendly  Creeks 
were  employed  in  the  army  of  the  south,  during  the 
last  campaign;  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
retain  their  families  at  great  expense,  until  they 
could  all  be  transported  together  to  the  west,  they 
were  discharged,  and  are  on  their  way  to  their  new 
homes.  Before  their  departure,  measures  were 
taken  to  supply  their  place  by  engaging  Indians  of 
other  tribes.  In  extending  the  necessary  orders,  a 
clerical  error  was  made,,  by  which  the  Indians  were 
offered  higher  pay  than  the  law  allows  to  volun- 
teers. The  error  was  corrected  as  soon  as  discov- 
ered; but  as  about  two  hundred  men  have  been 
brought  to  Florida  under  the  first  instructions,  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  that  an  appropriation  be  asked 
ot  congress  to  enable  the  department  to  preserve 
its  faith  with  these  Indians;  which  I venture  to 
hope  will  not  be  refused. 

Another  cause  of  unusual  expense  is  to  be  found 
in  the  character  of  the  troops  employed.  At  first, 
they  were  draughted  men,  or  volunteers  engaged 
for  so  short  a period  of  service  as  to  render  their 
employment  not  only  expensive  but  inefficient; 
and  when  they  were  engaged  for  a longer  time,  the 
inexperience  of  their  staff  officers  occasioned  great 
and  unnecessary  expenditures,  while  the  descrip- 
tion of  force,  chiefly  mounted  men,  augmented  very 
much  the  cost  of  the  campaign.  The  remuneration 
this  irregular  cavalry  received  from  government, 
merely  fur  the  use  of  their  horses,  amounted,  in  six 
months,  to  a sum  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  their 
real  value.  The  government  has  had,  besides,  to 
pay  a large  amount  for  horses  that  perished  for 
want  of  forage,  which  the  state  of  the  country  ren- 
dered it  impracticable  to  transport  in  sufficient 
quantities  for  the  supply  of  so  large  a body  of  cav- 
alry. The  irregular  force  thus  employed  in  Flori- 
da, during  the  campaign  of  1836;  amounted  to  about 
ten  thousand  men,  one-half  of  which  were  cavalry, 
at  an  expense  greatly  exceeding  that  of  regular 
troops,  and  by  no  means  so  efficient  as  one-half  the 
number  of  that  description  of  force. 

Notwithstanding  the  experience  gained  during 
the  last  two  campaigns  showed  the  great  cost  of 
employing  volunteers,  the  department  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  engage  them  again,  which  the  pa- 
triotic offers  of  the  citizens  from  every  part  of  the 
country  enabled  it  to  do.  The  nature  of  the  cli- 
mate of  Florida  requires  that  the  active  operations 
of  the  campaign  should  be  concentrated  into  a short 
eriod  of  time,  and  this  can  only  be  effected  by 
ringing  into  the  field  a much  greater  number  of 
troops  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary.  The 
regular  force,  although  collected  from  every  point, 
was  deemed  inadequate  ; and  resort  has  been  had  to 
militia,  in  order  to  make  up,  with  the  regulars,  four 
columns,  having  each  the  component  parts  of  an 
army  sufficient  to  encounter  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  destined  to  move  into  the  interior  of 
the  peninsula  from  distinct  points  of  the  coast. 
Added  to  these  means  of  offensive  operations,  the 
squadron  on  that  station  may  confidently  be  relied 
upon  to  scour  the  coast,  and  intercept  all  communi- 
cation from  without,  and  in  every  way  practicable 
to  contribute,  by  its  co-operation,  to  the  success  of 
the  land  forces. 

Throughout  the  whole  conduct  of  this  war,  the 
West  India  squadron  has  co-operated  with  the  army 
in  the  most  active  and  efficient  manner,  not  only  by 
promptly  furnishing  every  aid  which  the  appropri- 
ate duties  of  that  branch  of  the  service  required, 
but  by  the  officers  taking  upon  themselves  the  de- 
fence of  posts  on  shore,  and  lending  the  aid  of  their 
professional  skill  in  every  situation  in  which  it  could 
be  usefully  applied,  with  that  persevering  courage, 
zeal,  and  ability  which  have  atall  times  distinguish- 
ed our  gallant  navy.  The  revenue  cutters,  placed 
under  the  command  of  the  commodore  of  that 
squadron,  have  likewise  rendered  the  most  efficient 
service  under  the  direction  of  that  excellent  officer. 
Part  of  the  marine  corps,  which  volunteered  its 
services  in  Florida,  and  distinguished  itself  during 


the  last  campaign,  still  remains  there;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  continue  their 
valuable  services  to  the  army  of  the  south  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

The  events  of  this  war,  and  the  heavy  expenses 
attending  it,  have  shown  the  propriety,  and  even 
necessity,  of  increasing  and  organizing  the  stall, 
and  of  augmenting  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department  this 
measure  is  strongly  recommended,  and  the  reasons 
for  its  adoption  ably  urged.  1 do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  manner  of  augmenting  the  forces 
proposed  by  the  bill,  which  received  the  favorable 
action  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  ought  to  be 
carried  into  effect.  The  organization  of  the  army 
when  it  was  reduced  to  the  peace  establishment, 
ought  not  to  be  abandoned.  It  is  fitted  to  render  the 
greatest  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  afford  a 
basis  for  the  augmentation  of  the  effective  forces  of 
the  country  to  a much  greater  extent  in  time  of 
war.  This  arrangement  should  not  therefore,  be 
disturbed,  but  the  same  system  carried  out  in  mak- 
ing new  levies.  I would  recommend  the  addition 
of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  company  to 
each  regiment  of  artillery,  and  that  the  companies, 
both  of  artillery  and  infantry,  should  be  increased 
to  sixty-four  rank  and  file,  with  authority  vested  in 
the  president  to  augment  their  number,  not  to  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  men,  whenever  the  exigencies  of 
the  country  may  require  it.  This  would  secure  all 
the  advantages  of  the  present  peace  establishment, 
and  enable  the  executive,  on  any  sudden  emergen- 
cy, to  place  the  army  on  a respectable  footing  of 
defence. 

Sound  policy  and  an  enlightened  economy  equal- 
ly require  that  every  department  of  the  staff  of  the 
army  should  be  augmented.  A properly  organized 
staff  would  have  rendered  the  conduct  of  the  war 
in  which  we  have  lately  been  engaged  both  more 
effective  and  more  economical.  As  the  army  is 
now  constituted,  officers  are  drawn  off  for  staff  du- 
ties to  the  great  injury  of  the  service  of  the  line, 
and  these  duties  are  by  no  means  so  well  performed 
as  they  would  be  by  officers  properly  instructed  and 
entirely  devoted  to  them.  The  present  organiza- 
tion does  not  give  to  regiments  or  companies  any 
supernumerary  officers.  They  are  no  more  than 
the  performance  of  the  various  duties  of  their  mili- 
tary command  actually  requires,  and,  to  reduce  the 
number,  must  weaken  the  army,  render  it  irregular 
and  inefficient  in  its  operations,  and  greatly  impair 
its  discipline.  Such,  however,  is  the  present  de- 
fective state  of  every  branch  of  the  staff,  that  all 
are  supplied  from  subalterns  of  the  line.  The  de- 
partments of  the  quartermaster  general,  the  com- 
missary general,  the  engineers,  the  ordnance,  the 
paymaster  general,  and  the  topographical  corps,  are 
all  compelled  to  make  draughts  from  the  line  of  the 
army  for  the  performance  of  their  indispensable 
duties;  and  the  returns  of  the  adjutant  general’s  of- 
fice of  the  regiments  in  the  field  during  the  last  cam- 
paigns in  Alabama  and  Florida,  exhibit  a lamenta- 
ble deficiency  of  officers  to  fulfil  the  duties  properly 
belonging  to  them. 

The  quartermaster’s  department  requires  not  only 
some  enlargement,  but  the  addition  of  highergiades, 
to  render  it  adequate  to  the  duties  required  of  it. 
The  functions  of  this  branch  of  the  staff,  comprising, 
as  (hey  do,  the  quartering,  supplying,  and  moving 
the  army,  with  all  its  stores,  and  the  execution  of 
various  objects  of  national  improvement,  are  im- 
portant at  all  times  ; but  they  become  peculiarly  so 
in  seasons  of  active  operations,  like  the  present, 
when  large  bodies  of  irregular  troops  are  necessari- 
ly called  into  service  to  aid  our  limited  regular 
force. 

The  deficiency  in  the  numberof  officers  provided 
for  this  service  has  been  sensibly  felt  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  late  border  disturbances,  and  es- 
pecially during  the  past  season  ; and  with  respect  to 
higher  grades  than  those  now  authorized,  experi- 
ence has  clearly  shown  the  necessity  of  some  cloth- 
ed with  the  adequate  ranks  to  enable  them  to  take 
the  charge  of  remote  districts,  and  supervise  the 
expenditure,  and  direct  and  control  the  complicated 
operations  of  the  department  in  the  field.  It  is 
certain  that  there  can  be  no  effective  military  ope- 
rations without  a high  degree  of  efficiency  in  that 
branch  of  the  staff  which  is  to  move  and  supply  the 
army.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  the  addition 
of  some  officers  of  rank,  with  a limited  number  of 
that  subordinate  but  useful  class  of  agents — forage, 
wagon,  and  barrack  masters. 

The  department  of  the  adjutant  general  is  entire- 
ly inadequate  to  perform  its  appropriate  duties, even 
to  our  small  army;  and  I respectfully  recommend 
that  it  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  supply  assistant  adju- 
tants general  to  each  division  and  department  of  the 
army. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  commissariat  of 
subsistance,  great  regularity  and  economy  have 


been  introduced  in  furnishing  the  supplies  of  the 
army;  but,  in  order  to  render  it  more  complete,  and 
to  enable  it  to  perform  all  the  duties  assigned  to  it 
in  the  most  economical  and  efficient  manner,  I re- 
commend an  addition  to  the  present  establishment 
of  at  least  four  officers. 

I would  recommend  an  immediate  increase  ofthe 
corps  of  topographical  engineers.  The  extensive 
range  of  duties  which  have  of  late  years  devolved 
upon  this  corps,  renders  its  increase  a matter  of  ne- 
cessity as  well  as  of  economy.  It  is  physically  im- 
practicable, as  the  corps  is  now  constituted,  to  obey 
the  injunctions  of  congress.  Important  surveys 
are  neglected;  works  oi  improvement  are  slowly  and 
imperfectly  carried  on,  and  the  expectations  ofthe 
country  disappointed. 

By  a reference  to  the  statements  of  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  that  branch  ofthe  service,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  entire  corps  consists  but  of  ten  offi- 
cers; and  to  these  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
add,  during  the  present  year,  about  thirty  individu- 
als, employed  as  civil  engineers,  at  compensations 
.greater  than  are  allowed  to  military  engineers;  thus 
making  the  entire  cost  of  this  branch  of  service 
much  greater  than  it  would  be  in  the  form  of  a pro- 
perly organized  corps.  In  addition  to  this  consid- 
eration, discipline  and  a proper  subordination  can- 
not be  introduced  in  a mixed  service,  where  the 
smallerpart  only  is  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  the  greater  being  entirely  exempt,  and 
without  those  positive  distinctions  of  authority  and 
of  rank  upon  which  discipline  so  eminently  de- 
pends. 

The  duties  of  this  corps  require  the  combined 
knowledge  of  the  military  and  civil  engineers. 
Their  military  duties  consist  in  surveys  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  inland  and  Atlantic,  and  of 
positions  for  fortifications;  in  reconnoissances  ofthe 
country  through  which  an  army  has  to  pass,  or  in 
which  it  has  to  operate;  the  examination  of  all 
routes  of  communication  by  land  or  water,  both  for 
supplies  and  for  military  movements;  the  construc- 
tion of  military  bridges;  the  position  and  erection 
of  field  works;  the  defences  of  encampments,  fords, 
ferries,  and  bridges.  For  these  purposes  topograph- 
ical engineers  should  always  accompany  armies 
in  the  field;  and,  without  their  aid,  the  organ- 
ization of  a staff  is  defective  and  incomplete.  Their 
civil  employment  consists  in  the  survey  of  the 
coast,  rivers,  harbors,  bays,  and  water  courses,  in 
order  to  their  being  improved  for  commercial  and 
other  purposes,  and  in  superintending  the  various 
works  for  these  improvements;  in  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals  under  the  law  ofthe  30th  of  April,  182-1; 
and  in  conducting  all  civil  constructions  connected 
with  the  commerce  ofthe  country,  and  such  inter- 
national communications  as  congress  may  direct. 
This  brief  recapitulation  of  the  various  military  and 
civil  duties  of  the  corps  clearly  points  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  its  complete  organization,  and  indicates 
the  propriety  of  attaching  it  to  the  general  staff  of 
the  army.  The  direction  of  all  the  works,  both 
civil  and  military,  herein  described,  properly  be- 
longs to  this  branch  of  the  service.  A simple  enu- 
meration of  the  functions  of  the  quartermaster  gen- 
eral will  show  that  the  duties  of  his  office  cannot  be 
performed  without  the  assistance  ofthe  officers  of 
the  topographical  corps.  They  are  to  ensure  an 
efficient  system  of  supply,  and  to  give  facility  and 
effect  to  the  movements  and  operations  of  the  army 
which  cannot  be  accomplished  without  a thorough 
knowledge  ofthe  topography  ofthe  country.  It  is 
his  duty,  likewise,  to  select  sites  for  encampments, 
and  to  assign  to  the  different  corps  the  ground  they 
are  to  occupy;  a duty  which  requires  the  aid  of  to- 
pographical engineers,  as  does  the  superintendence 
ofthe  works  at  the  several  posts,  the  construction 
of  military  roads,  the  acquisition  of  such  knowledge 
as  the  department  is  expected  to  possess  with  re- 
gard to  the  military  resources  of  the  country,  the 
means  and  facilities  of  transportation,  the  state  of 
the  frontiers,  with  the  most  eligible  points  for  con- 
centrating troops  and  collecting  supplies,  whether 
in  relation  to  offensive  or  defensive  operations. 
This  information  cannot  be  obtained  without  the 
active  co-operation  of  the  topographical  corps. 

I cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  adverting 
to  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  in  relation  to  the 
employment  ofthe  topographical  engineers  of  the 
army,  by  states  and  incorporated  companies;  in 
which  I fully  concur.  At  a period  when  it  became 
a practice  of  the  government  to  permit  these  offi- 
cers to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  public  works 
in  the  several  states,  the  description  of  talent  and 
knowledge  which  they  possessed  was  uncommon 
in  our  country,  and  works  of  great  public  utility 
would  have  been  suspended  or  abandoned  alto- 
gether il  this  permission  had  been  withheld.  A dif- 
ferent state  of  things  now  exists.  The  demand  for 
civil  engineers  has  created  them;  and  not  only  is  it 
no  longer  necessary  to  aid  states  and  companies, 
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by  lending  them  officers  of  the  army,  but,  in  doing 
so,  an  act  of  injustice  is  committed  towards  the  civil 
engineers  of  the  country.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  practice  impairs,  very  sensibly,  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  corps  as  a branch  of  the  army,  and 
deprives  the  government  of  their  services  for  mili- 
tary surveys  and  the  erection  and  superintendence 
of  works  of  national  utility.  The  commander  of 
the  army  of  the  south  says,  emphatically,  in  a late 
communication  to  the  adjutant  general,  “Had  the 
topographical  engineers  been  employed  in  their  ap- 
propriate duties  in  Florida  only  one  year  of  the 
sixteen  since  we  obtained  possession  of  the  country, 
from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars  might  have 
been  saved  in  the  expenditures  of  the  war.”  The 
ignorance  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  here 
complained  of,  exists  with  regard  to  other  impor- 
tant regions  of  our  country,  which  will,  probably, 
sooner  or  later,  become  the  theatres  of  war;  and  I 
earnestly  hope  the  department  will  have  it  in  its 
power  to  remedy  this  defect  by  confining  the  mem- 
bers of  the  corps  to  their  appropriate  duties,  of  ex- 
amining and  surveying  the  country,  for  the  purpo- 
ses of  national  improvements  and  national  defence, 
and  superintending  the  erection  of  national  works. 

Having  stated  tlie  increase  which  appears  to  me 
indispensably  necessary  to  render  the  several  parts 
of  the  general  staifof  the  army  effective,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  defects 
of  the  present  systems,  and  to  suggest  a better  or- 
ganization of  this  most  useful  and  important  branch 
of  the  service.  On  examining  tire  functions  of  each 
of  the  separate  divisions,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
moving  and  subsisting  the  army,  providing  for  cloth- 
ing and  supplies,  including  transportation,  barracks, 
camp  equipage,  and  all  things  necessary  for  the 
health,  comfort,  and  efficiency  of  the  troops,  the  du- 
ties of  every  branch  of  the  general  staff  are  so  con- 
nected and  dependent  upon  each  other,  that  the  best- 
planned  measures  may  be  defeated  by  the  failure  or 
neglect  of  any  one  of  them.  Notwithstanding  which, 
they  are  distinct  bodies,  entirely  independent  of  each 
other,  differently  organized,  governed  by  different 
regulations,  and,  although  purely  military  in  their 
functions,  dependingonly  upon  the  civil  authority  at 
the  head  of  the  department  of  war.  Such  an  ar- 
rangement is  complex  and  incompatible  with  the 
uniformity  and  subordination  which  ought  to  dis- 
tinguish the  organization  of  every  branch  of  the 
military  service.  I recommend,  therefore,  that 
there  be  created  a staff  corps,  to  consist  of  one  bri- 
gadier general,  (chief  of  the  staff,)  six  colonels, 
six  lieutenant  colonels,  eight  majors,  twenty  cap- 
tains, and  twenty  first  lieutenants,  who  shall  exer- 
cise all  the  functions  and  perform  all  the  duties  at 
present  exercised  and  performed  by  the  quarter- 
master general,  adjutant  general,  inspectors  gene- 
ral, commissary  general  of  subsistence,  and  their 
assistants;  and  also  by  the  topographical  engi- 
neers and  assistant  topographical  engineers  ; and 
that  the  commissariat  of  purchases  and  the  medical 
staff  of  the  army  be  attached  to  the  said  staff  corps  : 
thus  uniting  under  one  head  a homogeneous  body, 
sufficiently  numerous  to  ensure  promotion  within 
itself,  creating  an  esprit  du  corps,  excite  emulation, 
and  keep  alive  hope.  This  organization,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  secures  uniformity  and  efficiency 
to  the  operations  of  the  staff,  is  entirely  compatible 
with  its  present  division  into  separate  bureaus,  and 
will  not  disturb  the  existing  relations  of  the  present 
officers  of  the  corps  with  the  branch  to  which  they 
are  now  attached. 

This  increase  of  the  rank  and  file  and  staff  of  the 
army  here  recommended,  by  which  its  efficiency 
would  be  greatly  augmented,  audits  administration 
rendered  much  more  economical,  has  become  neces- 
sary, independently  of  the  causes  assigned,  from 
our  greatly  extended  frontier,  from  the  number  and 
description  of  our  maritime  fortresses,  and  from  the 
large  body  of  Indians  which  the  humane  and  en- 
lightened policy  pursued  by  the  government  to- 
wards that  people  has  concentrated  upon  our  west- 
ern borders.  When  in  1321  the  army  was  reduced 
to  6,127  men,  the  extent  of  our  frontier  did  not  ex- 
ceed 6,373  miles;  along  the  inland  portion  of  which 
the  Indian  tribes  were  sparsely  scattered,  a large 
proportion  of  their  numbers  being  within  the  states, 
and  rendered  harmless  by  the1  surrounding  white 
population;  and  the  maritime  frontier  was  occupied 
by  a few  inconsiderable  forts.  Since  that  period, 
its  extent  has  been  increased,  by  the  acquisition  of 
Florida  and  other  causes,  to  8,500  miles  ; most  of 
our  principal  harbors  and  bays  have  been  fortified 
by  extensive  works,  and  the  Indians  concentrated 
upon  the  western  line  stf  as  to  present  a front  of 
not  less  than  45,000  warriors.  The  protection  due 
by  the  government  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  exten- 
sive and  exposed  portion  of  our  country  would  re- 
quire a much  larger  force  than  is  here  proposed,  if 
their  safety  were  made  to  depend  entirely  upon  the 
regular  army;  and  I would  respectfully  recommend 


the  construction  of  a chain  of  permanent  fortresses 
along  that  line,  and  a competent  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  frontier  states,  as  important  and  ne- 
cessary auxiliaries  for  this  purpose.  If  any  dan- 
ger is  to  be  apprehended  from  an  army  of  15,000 
men,  scattered  along  a frontier  of  more  than  8,000 
miles,  and  commanded  by  officers  educated  to  re- 
verence the  laws  and  cherish  the  freedom  of  their 
country,  it  is  effectually  to  be  guarded  against  by  a 
proper  organization  of  the  militia.  Their  aggre- 
gate force,  now,  is  little  short  of  a million  and  a 
half  of  men  ; and  whatever  may  be  their  efficiency 
against  a foreign  enemy,  they  may  always  be  relied 
upon  when  the  liberties  of  the  country  are  as- 
sailed. 

That  the  necessity  of  this  measure  may  be  fully 
understood,  I have  annexed  statements,  furnished 
by  the  chief  engineer,  exhibiting  the  number  and 
names  of  the  different  fortifications  completed  and 
under  construction,  and  the  full  armament  and 
amount  of  force  which  each  requires  to  arm  and  gar- 
rison it;  of  the  works  projected  by  the  board  of  en- 
gineers, but  which  are  not  yet  commenced;  and  for 
the  prominent  points  along  the  sea  frontier  which 
require  protection,  and  for  which  no  plans  or  projets 
have  yet  been  made;  and  a list  of  posts  on  the  in- 
land frontier  of  the  United  States,  with  a notice  of 
the  garrisons  deemed  necessary  for  them  in  time  of 
peace,  and  to  preserve  peace,  furnished  by  the  act- 
ing quartermaster  general. 

The  measures  of  defence  for  the  border  settle- 
ments, which  the  policy  of  the  government  towards 
the  Indians  has  rendered  it  their  imperative  duty 
to  adopt,  have  engaged  the  anxious  consideration 
of  this  department,  and  the  matter  will  be  fully 
treated  in  answer  to  a call  of  congress  for  informa- 
tion on  that  subject. 

The  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  which  is  here- 
with submitted,  contains  a summary  of  the  nume- 
rous and  important  works  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  this  branch  of  the  service.  It  is  manifest, 
from  a review  of  this  document,  that  some  further 
increase  of  this  corps  is  rendered  necessary  from 
the  great  accumulation  of  the  public  works  confi- 
ded to  its  charge.  But  the  high  order  of  talent, 
united  to  great  acquirements,  which  have  hitherto 
distinguished  this  corps,  and  which  are  required 
in  the  discharge  of  duties  involving  not  only  large 
expenditures,  but  in  many  cases  the  safety  and  ho- 
nor of  the  country,  demand  that  this  should  be  done 
with  the  utmost  caution.  The  youth  who  exhibit 
the  greatest  aptitude  for  such  studies,  and  who,  in 
their  progress  through  the  military  academy,  dis- 
tinguish themselves  above  their  fellows,  and  are 
deemed  worthy  to  enter  this  corps  by  those  who 
are  appointed  by  government  to  decide  tile  relative 
merit  of  the  candidates,  ought  alone  to  be  added  to 
it;  nor  should  they  be  placed  in  charge  of  any  work 
until  they  have  been  at  least  two  years  assistants 
to  some  older  and  more  experienced  officer.  It  is 
due  to  this  corps  to  say,  that  their  pay  and  emolu- 
ments are  insufficient  for  their  support.  Perform- 
ing duties  that  require  the  exercise  of  talents  and 
attainments  which,  in  civil  life,  command  the  high- 
est rate  of  remuneration,  and  in  a manner  honora- 
ble to  themselves  and  useful  to  the  country,  they 
receive  a less  amount  of  pay  than  any  other  branch 
of  the  service.  I beg  leave,  therefore,  respectfully 
to  recommend  that  the  officers  of  this  corps  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  those  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  United  States.  A proper  regard  to  the  inte- 
rests of  this  branch  of  the  public  service  induces 
me  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  an  inspector 
of  fortifications,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  orders  of  the  chief  engi- 
neer, to  make  regular  and  systematic  inspections  of 
all  the  fortifications  and  public  works  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  that  officer. 

The  very  important  work  of  deepening  the  chan- 
nel at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  has  not  yet  been 
commenced.  Three  plans  were  submitted  by  cap- 
tain Chase,  ofthe  engineers,  who  was  intrusted  with 
the  necessary  examinations:  first,  by  deepening  one 
or  more  passes  by  dredging;  secondly,  by  closing 
all  but  one  pass  where  they  leave  the  trunk  of  the 
river;  and  thirdly,  by  cutting  a ship  channel  from 
the  river.  The  engineer  department  suggested  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  first  plan  as  the  least  cost- 
ly and  the  soonest  executed;  and  preparations  were 
made,  and  all  things  in  readiness  to  commence  the 
work  by  the  middle  of  December.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  representations  received  by  the  depart- 
ment from  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. the  whole  matter  was  submitted  to  a board 
of  engineers  consisting  of  colonel  Totten,  colonel 
Thayer,  and  captain  Chase;  who  have  required 
further  preliminary  surveys,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  form  a correct  opinion  as  to  the  character 
of  the  works  most  likely  to  be  successful  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  mouths  of  this  river; 
a request  which,  considering  the  very  important 


nature  of  the  works,  and  their  bearing  upon  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributaries,  has  been  acceded  to  by  the  de- 
partment. 

The  operations  on  the  great  raft  in  the  Red  river 
closed  on  the  25th  of  May,  for  want  of  funds,  with 
the  exception  of  one  boat,  which  worked  until  the 
end  of  June. 

During  the  season,  twelve  miles  and  a half  of  this 
dense  mass  of  wood,  comprising  the  remaining 
portion  of  what  is  styled  the  old  raft,  have  been 
removed.  The  part  now  remaining,  being  four 
hundred  and  forty  yards  in  length,  was  formed  by 
the  freshet  of  1836,  and  is  by  no  means  so  dense  or 
difficult  to  remove;  and  the  timber  of  this  portion  of 
it  will  be  employed  to  stop  up  the  only  bayou 
which  now  remains  to  be  closed.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  cost  of  completing  the  operation,  which 
will  effectually  open  the  navigation  of  this  river 
throughout  its  whole  course,  will  amount  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  If  the  appropriation  be  made 
early  in  the  next  session,  the  work  may  be  com- 
pleted, or  nearly  so,  by  May  next;  otherwise  it 
must  lie  over  until  the  autumn  of  1838,  to  the  se- 
rious injury  of  the  increasing  population  of  the 
valley  of  the  river,  and  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  work  itself,  from  the  constant  accumulation  of 
drift  timber  which  must  necessarily  take  place  until 
there  is  a free  current  in  the  river.  If  the  work  be 
delayed,  the  superintendent  estimates  that  the  in- 
creased expense  from  this  cause  alone  will  amount 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  act  of  the  2d  of  July,  1S36,  which  appropri- 
ates $100,000  for  surveying  and  opening  a military 
road  along  the  western  frontier,  imposes  on  the 
president  the  duty  of  selecting  situations  near  it 
for  the  military  posts  which,  in  his  opinion,  may 
be  most  proper  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  necessary  communi- 
cations. On  taking  up  this  subject  lor  considera- 
tion, it  appeared  manifest  that  the  condition  ol  de- 
fence, which  it  is  supposed  congress  had  in  view 
in  making  this  appropriation,  could  not  be  tulfilled 
if  the  road  were  surveyed  and  opened  before  the 
sites  fur  the  permanent  military  stations  were  de- 
termined upon;  as,  without  a knowledge  of  their 
ultimate  position,  the  road  might  not  approatdi 
them  sufficiently  near  to  afford  “the  necessary  com- 
munications” contemplated  by  the  act. 

The  selection  of  these  sites  has  to  be  made  with- 
out regard  to  lateral  communications,  but  with  a 
view  to  the  tribes  in  front,  and  to  the  facility  ot  ap- 
proach from  the  rear.  I am  also  of  opinion  that 
the  contemplated  communications,  in  reference  to 
the  security  of  the  fortresses,  and  the  protection  of 
the  borders,  ought  to  be  perpendicular  to  the  line  of 
defence,  and  not  lateral. 

Parties  are  now  making  the  required  examina- 
tions, and,  as  soon  as  they  are  completed,  and  the 
sites  for  permanent  posts  determined  upon,  the 
survey  and  works  for  opening  the  road,  designated 
by  congress,  will  be  commenced;  unless,  upon  a 
review  of  the  subject,  they  may  think  proper  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  defence  for  the  western  frontier, 
which,  as  has  been  before  observed,  will  be  pre- 
sented to  them,  in  accordance  with  a resolution  of 
the  senate  to  that  effect. 

The  state  of  Charleston  harbor  demanded  and 
received  the  early  attention  ol  the  department.  ^ It 
was  represented  that  Sullivan’s  island  was  being 
washed  away,  arid  the  channels,  which  form  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor,  filling  up  with  the  sand  from 
its  beach.  By  direction  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment, a minute  examination  of  the -situation  ol  the 
island  was  made  in  June  last,  by  lieutenant  Mans- 
field, who  submitted  a plan  for  its  protection 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  sea  that  was  ap- 
proved by  this  department. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  report  of  the  engineer,  that  . 
the  island  and  southwestern  peninsula  will  be  , 
entirely  carried  away  by  the  action  of  the  currents 
and  storms,  unless  timely  measures  be  adopted  to  , 
arrest  the  progress  of  destruction;  that  this  island  [ 
shelters  the  port  of  Charleston  from  the  fury  ofthe  j 
northeastern  storms;  and  that  its  destruction  would  | 
expose  the  harbor  to  the  violent  gales  of  the  au-  j 
tumnal  equinox,  by  leaving  it  open  from  northeast 
to  southeast,  besides  the  probability  of  lessening  j 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  bars. 

Independently  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  : 
works  for  the  preservation  ofthe  port,  they  are  es-  j 
sential  lor  its  defence.  The  island  forms  tile  site 
of  Fort  Moultrie,  which  checked  the  approach  of 
the  British  squadron  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  now  constitutes,  in  conjunction  with  Fort  ! 
Sumter,  the  only  defence  of  this  important  harbor.  I 
These  considerations  induce  me  to  recommend  that  j 
an  appropriation  be  asked  ol  congress  to  commence 
these  works  without  delay.  | 

It  is  my  duty,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present 
state  of  the  works  for  the  protection  of  the  waters 
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oftlie  Chesapeake.  Fort  Monroe  will  require  fur-  j 
ther  repairs  and  new  works  to  render  it  even  de- 
fensible.  One  front  of  the  fort  is  peculiarly  liable 
to  attack,  for  it  is  more  exposed  to  a coup  de  main  j 
than  any  other,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  the  only 
front  liable  to  siege,  and  the  only  one  exposed  to 
land  batteries  within  reasonable  distance.  The 
works  intended  to  protect  this  front  were  com- 
menced, and  a large  body  of  earth  collected  to  com- 
plete them,  and  so  arranged  as,  in  some  measure, 
to  shelter  the  vital  parts  until  the  whole  should  be 
completed.  From  some  misunderstanding,  without 
the  knowledge  or  participation  of  the  engineer  de- 
partment, this  mound  was  levelled.  Earth  has  also 
been  placed  upon  the  parapet  wall.  These  opera- 
tions have  proved  injurious  to  the  works,  and  im- 
mediate measures  must  be  taken  to  repair  the  evils 
they  have  produced.  In  loading  the  parapet,  it 
was  found  that  the  masonry  was  not  sufficiently 
dry  and  consolidated  to  bear  the  pressure  of  the 
great  superincumbent  weight;  and  although,  from 
their  original  strength  and  solidity,  the  walls  have 
not  yet  sustained  any  material  injury,  still  it  is  of 
a nature  to  call  for  prompt  repairs.  I recommend, 
therefore,  that  proper  measures  to  protect  this  fort 
from  a coup  de  main,  to  which  it  is  now  so  evident- 
ly exposed  as  to  invite  attack,  be  adopted  without 
delay,  together  with  the  necessary  repairs  to 
strengthen  the  existing  works. 

From  an  examination  of  the  state  of  the  works  at 
the  Rip  Raps,  it  appears  that  the  subsidence  of  the 
artificial  foundation  of  stone,  on  which  it  is  intend- 
ed to  erect  Fort  Calhoun,  has  not  yet  entirely  ceas- 
ed; and  orders  have  been  given  to  replace  the  mass 
of  materials  collected  for  the  completion  of  the 
fort,  upon  the  arches,  in  such  a manner  as  to  ren- 
der the  subsidence  uniform  ; and,  when  this  is  done 
it  will  be  prurient  to  leave  it  there  for  some  time 
longer,  before  recommencing  the  works. 

The  great  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced 
infixing  upon  a suitable  site  l'or  the  new  fort  or- 
dered to  be  constructed  on  or  near  the  Arkansas  fron- 
tier, and  in  determining  its  precise  position,  has  oc- 
casioned unusual  and  unexpected  delay  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work.  The  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  selection  by  my  predecessor  be- 
ing military  men,  fixed  upon  a site  with  a single  eye 
to  its  military  properties  ; whereas  it  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  congress  to  erect  a for- 
tress, which  should  serve  as  a refuge  for  the  border 
settlers,  who  are  exposed  from  their  situation  to 
the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Indians  ; and  it  became 
necessafy  to  direct  a subsequent  examination  in 
order  to  meet  that  object.  A board  of  competent 
u/ncers  was  accordingly  appointed,  and  proceeded 
in  the  execution  of  this  duty.  Their  report  may 
'be  looked  for  daily,  and  the  work  will  be  commenc- 
ed as  soon  as  the  situation  is  fixed  upon  by  the  de- 
partment. 

From  a variety  of  causes,  not  necessary  to  recap- 
itulate here,  but  chiefly'  from  a disputed  title,  which 
has  been  only  recently  decided  by  the  courts,  the 
land  on  which  Fort  Delaware  is  situated  has  not 
yet  been  acquired  by  the  government.  The  Pea- 
patch  island  might  have  been  purchased  when  the 
fort  was  projected  for,  comparatively,  a small  sum, 
and,  since  the  commencement  of  its  construction, 
was  offered  to  the  United  States  for  a slightly  ad- 
vanced price.  Since  the  decision  in  their  favor, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  from 
that  date,  are  asked  for  it  by  the  proprietors  ; and 
it  remains  to  be  decided  whether  this  large  sum 
shall  be  paid  for  the  land,  or  the  works  be  aban- 
doned. 

The  importance  of  having  a fort  upon  this  island, 
in  order  to  protect  the  harbor  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  recognized  by  every  board  of  military  engi- 
neers that  have  examined  the  subject.  It  is  tile 
lowest  point  at  which,  in  connexion  with  works  up- 
on the  main  land.  Philadelphia  is  defensible  ; and, 
while  it  covers  that  harbor,  Chester,  and  Newcastle, 
prevents  an  enemy  from  finding  shelter  in  Dela- 
ware bay,  secures  the  debouche  of  an  important 
link  in  the  sfreat  inland  chain  of  water  communica- 
tion, the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal,  and 
covers  the  extensive  powder  manufactories  near 
Wilmington.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  important 
erYt\)s“to^6e‘acquTred  ’aFflie  price  Ifow  asked  for  it, 
or  after  an  equitable  appraisement  of  its  real  value, 
is  a subject  to  be  decided  by  the  wisdom  of  congress. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  works  in  progress  there  will 
lender  its  abandonment  more  costly  hereafter,  and 
may  enhance  still  further  the  value  of  the  island. — 
An  early  decision  is,  therefore,  highly  desirable. 

The  ordnance  corps,  organized  in  1832,  requires 
some  enlargement,  in  order  to  render  it  efficient. — 
At  present  there  is  not  an  officer  to  superintend 
each  arsenal,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  public 
interest  will  be  promoted  by  the  addition  of  two 


majors  and  ten  first  lieutenants.  But,  above  all, 
this  branch  of  the  service  demands  the  creation,  by 
law,  of  a mixed  board  of  artillery  and  ordnance,  to 
be  composed  of  officers  of  rank  and  experience,  to 
digest  a general  system  of  ordnance  and  small-arms 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  Similar  boards 
have  been  formed,  from  time  to  time,  by  regulations 
of  the  war  department ; but  experience  proves  the 
necessity  of  some  legal  enactment  to  ensure  the  due 
performance  of  this  important  duty,  for  up  to  this 
time  there  exists  no  general  system,  such  as  I pro- 
pose, and  such  as  is  absolutely  necessary  to  place 
this  branch  of  the  service  on  a level  with  that  of 
other  countries,  and  preserve  it  there. 

Doubts  having  been  entertained  by  my  predeces- 
sor in  office  of  the  power  of  the  department  to  enter 
into  contracts  for  supplies  of  cannon  and  arms  with- 
out previous  advertisement,  it  has  become  the  prac- 
tice of  the  ordnance  office  to  make  informal  ar- 
rangements with  the  proprietors  of  foundries  and 
manufactories  of  arms  to  receive  a certain  amount 
of  cannon  and  muskets  on  inspection,  at  a settled 
price  ; an  engagement  equally  binding  as  a written 
contract  on  tile  part  of  the  department,  but  uncer- 
tain in  its  obligation  upon  the  manufacturer.  The 
former  method,  of  contracting  for  limited  periods  is, 
in  every  respect,  preferable.  These  establishments 
require  expensive  preparations,  and,  having  no 
other  market  than  that  afforded  by  the  demand  of 
government,  ought  to  have  some  assurance  of  the 
articles  they  may  manufacture  being  taken  off  their 
hands.  A contract  for  a limited  period  gives  this 
assurance,  enabling  them  to  secure  the  most  com- 
petent workmen,  and  encouraging  them  to  render 
their  machinery  as  perfect  as  possible.  A recent 
opinion  oftlie  attorney  general  declares  this  method 
to  be  legal,  and  it  will  be  followed  in  future,  unless 
prohibited  by  legislative  enactment.  The  existence 
of  our  own  armories  enables  the  government  to  es- 
tablish a standard  of  comparison  to  which  the  pri- 
vate manufacturers  are  compelled  to  conform,  and 
secures  the  acquisition  of  good  arms  at  equitable 
prices.  With  the  same  view,  the  establishment  of 
a national  foundry  has  been  frequently  urged  ; and  I 
beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  repeat  the  recommenda- 
tion. It  is  not  intended  that  this  establishment 
should,  at  once,  furnish  the  amount  of  cannon  and 
projectiles  required;  but  it  would  enable  the  ordnance 
department  to  make  the  necessary  trials  and  expe- 
riments so  as  to  determine  the  proper  mixture  of  me- 
tals to  combine  the  greatest  strength  with  the  great- 
est lightness,  and  produce  the  most  perfect  models. 
This  would  secure,  at  all  times,  a sufficient  supply 
01  the  best  arms  at  fair  prices.  Intending  to  submit 
a plan  by  which  the  casting  of  cannon  and  projec- 
tiles, and  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder,  shall  be 
placed  under  the  supervision  of  a joint  board  oftlie 
united  service  of  army  and  navy,  the  proposed  es- 
tablishment will,  if  adopted,  be  made  useful  to  both 
branches  oftlie  service. 

The  erection  of  a manufactory  ofsmall-arms  west 
of  the  Allegany  mountains,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
recommended.  The  transportation  of  the  arma- 
ment required  by  the  western  portion  of  our  union 
is  very  expensive,  and  ought  to  be  avoided.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  establishment  best  suited  for 
that  country  is  one  for  finishing,  polishing,  and  put- 
ting together  the  several  parts  of  the  muskets  to  be 
made  by  individual  artisans,  alter  models  furnished 
them  by  the  superintendent,  and  received  on  in- 
spection. In  this  manner  the  works  can  be  curtail- 
ed or  extended  to  any  amount  that  may  be  required 
without  inconvenience,  and  this  descriprion  ofman- 
ufacture  become  familiar  to  a large  class  of  me- 
chanics. The  buildings  and  fixtures,  suitable  for 
this  purpose,  would  be  unlike  them,  the  number  of 
arms  fabricated  might  be  increased  tenfold  without 
requiring  any  addition  to  the  original  establishment. 
This  armory  might  embrace  the  manufacture  and 
inspection  of  rilles  for  the  supply  of  the  friendly 
Indians,  of  which  numbers  are  now  purchased  an- 
nually. 

Disputes  have  arisen  with  persons  who  withhold 
(he  rent-lead  due  by  them  to  the  IT*':\,"’,”'*T"'’ 
der  the  terms  of  a li~»«  smelt  lead  Oregon 
lands  belonging  to  the  govern my  duty 
consideration  oOj1'<Sp?fi?0:h,  the  reservations  of  the 
tei?fs''m  ihe  lead  region,  and  the  plan  now  pursued 
of  collecting  rent  on  their  produce  for  the  use  of 
government,  whatever  may  have  been  its  former 
advantages,  is  now  prejudicial  to  that  portion  of  the 
country  where  they  are  situated,  and  injurious  to 
the  interests  it  was  intended  to  foster.  Individuals 
will  not  engage  in  extensive,  systematic,  and  cost- 
ly works,  such  as  are  required  in  mining  operations, 
without  some  better  security  than  a mere  license 
for  smelting  ore.  Nothing  more  is  done,  therefore, 
than  to  scarify  the  surface  of  the  earth;  and  the 
mine  is  given  up  at  a lime  when  it  yields  most  ore, 
because  its  further  extraction  would  require  an  out- 


lay not  justified  by  the  tenure  of  the  land.  The 
miner  then  removes  to  another  spot,  where  the  same 
process  is  followed,  and  the  whole  region  is  dotted 
over  with  these  imperfect  and  abandoned  works: 
whereas,  if  these  lands  were  brought  into  market, 
to  be  sold  at  moderate  prices,  in  small  tracts,  to 
those  who  will  actually  settle  there  and  work  the 
mines,  they  might  be  purchased  by  enterprising 
and  industrious  individuals,  who  would  erect  per- 
manent works,  develope  fully  the  mineral  resources 
of  that  region,  and  render  iron  und  lead  so  abun- 
dant and  cheap,  that  government  would  be  benefit- 
ted  by  the  reduction  in  the  price  there  of  articles  of 
which  it  is  so  large  a consumer,  as  well  as  by  the 
general  improvement  of  that  portion  of  the  country. 
For  these  reasons,  it  appears  expedient  that  autho- 
rity be  asked  of  congress  to  dispose  of  these  lands; 
and,  also,  of  all  ore  banks  and  land  containing  min- 
erals of  any  description  whatsoever,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  war  department. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs  contains  a full  and  lucid  statement  of 
the  various  and  important  matters  under  the  control 
of  that  office.  Tile  complicated  and  arduous  du- 
ties of  that  branch  of  the  war  department  have 
been  performed  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to 
the  oflicers  charged  with  their  execution;  hut  there 
are  some  important  duties  connected  with  these 
duties  which  require  the  early  attentiou  of  con- 
gress. The  commissioner  represents  “ that  the 
present  system  of  disbursing,  through  the  agency 
of  military  oflicers,  has  proved  inconvenient,  in 
consequence  of  their  frequent  transfer  to  other  du- 
ties;” and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  liable  to  still  stronger 
objections,  ns  it  imposes  upon  these  .officers  duties 
foreign  to  their  profession,  and  of  great  responsi- 
bility; abstracts  them  from  their  regiments,  and,  not 
unfrequently,  unfits  them  to  return  to  them.  I would 
recommend  that  this  method  of  disbursing  these 
funds  be  abandoned,  and  a sufficient  number  of  civil 
agents  be  appointed,  so  til  at  disbursements  may  be 
made  by  persons  giving  bond  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  I concur  with  the  commis- 
sioner in  the  propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
more  liberal  compensation  of  agents  and  interpre- 
ters. On  their  faithful  execution  of  the  trusts  re- 
posed in  them  depends  the  success  of  all  our  efforts 
to  civilize  the  tribes  and  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers;  and  the  price  now  paid  for  such  important 
services  is  not  equivalent  to  that  received  by  the 
same  class  of  persons  in  the  employment  of  trading 
companies,  whose  interests  are  not,  I am  sorry  to 
say,  identical  with  those  of  the  government,  and 
whose  conduct  too  frequently  counteracts  the  hu- 
mane policy  of  the  United  States  towards  the  In- 
dians. 

In  accordar.ce  with  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioner, I would  recommend  the  passage  of  a law  by 
which  all  sums  accruing  on  moneys  invested  for 
the  use  of  the  several  Indian  tribes  be  deposited  in 
the  treasury,  to  be  drawn  out  upon  the  requisitions 
of  this  department  in  the  usual  form  ; and  further, 
that  the  whole  business  connected  with  the  invest- 
ment of  the  funds  for  the  interest  of  the  Indians, 
and  the  management  thereof,  be  transferred  from 
this  department  to  that  of  the  treasury,  to  which  it 
properiy  belongs. 

Intelligence  was  received  at  this  department, 
early  in  the  spring,  that  the  Indians  were  in  an  un- 
quiet state  on  our  northwestern  frontier,  and  ap- 
prehensions were  expressed  that  the  hostile  feel- 
ings which  existed  between  the  Sioux  and  Sacs 
and  Foxes  might  endanger  the  peace  of  our  border 
settlements.  Sensible  of  the  weakness  of  our  for- 
ces in  that  quarter;  having  been  compelled,  from 
the  state  of  our  army,  to  strip  both  the  inland  and 
maritime  frontiers  of  their  garrisons,  to  supply  the 
army  of  Florida  with  a sufficient  regular  force,  it 
was  deemed  most  prudent  to  bring  down  to  the 
seat  of  government  the  principal  chiefs  of  those 
warlike  tribes.  It  is  believed  to  be  important  to 
exhibit  to  those  people  the  strength  of  the  nation 
with  which  they  would  have  f-  '-°n/end  in  ventur- 
...B  - y'm  ueienceiess  borders,  and  at  the 

sa.ISfnf,im^  fiWiY'Tf v limn, J, l, v m . t b a.  .,w  J 
these  tribes  it  was  made  our  duty  to  treat;  and  it 
would  have  been  in  a high  degree  imprudent,  in 
tiie  excited  state  of  feeling  which  existed  among 
them,  to  assemble  large  bodies  in  the  neighborhood 
of  our  ungarrisoned  posts,  thereby  exposing  our  ut- 
most weakness  at  a period  when  it  was  important 
to  display  our  utmost  strength.  The  superintend- 
ents were  therefore  instructed  to  invite  them  to 
send  deputations  of  their  chiefs  to  Washington;  and, 
on  their  arrival  here,  treaties  were  negotiated  with 
several  of  the  tribes,  by  which  large  tracts  of  land 
have  been  purchased,  and  the  object  so  much  de- 
sired by  government,  to  extinguish  the  title  to  ail 
the  Indian  land  east  of  the  Mississippi,  nearly  ac- 
complished. The  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi  have 
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ceded  their  possessions  east  of  that  stream,  together 
with  all  the  islands  belonging  to  them,  and  are  to 
remove  to  the  western  shore.  The  Winnebagoes 
have  at  length  agreed  to  dispose  of  their  lands  in 
east  Wisconsin,  and  retire  to  the  neutral  ground  on 
the  west  of  the  river.  It  is  probable  that  their  so- 
journ there  will  be  temporary,  and  therefore  a por- 
tion only  of  the  neutral  ground  has  been  allotted  to 
them,  with  permission  to  hunt  upon  the  remainder. 
The  interests  of  the  country  appear  to  require  the 
existence  of  a line  of  frontier  states  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Missouri;  and  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  land  east  of  the 
Missouri,  to  43°  of  north  latitude,  would  effect  that 
object.  With  that  view,  the  Winnebagoes  would 
have  been  at  once  removed  south  of  the  Missouri, 
had  the  country  been  previously  explored,  and  a 
tract  of  land  of  sufficient  extent  set  apart  for  their 
future  permanent  residence.  The  situation  of  that 
tribe,  fast  sinking  under  the  degrading  influences 
which  surround  them,  and  pressed  upon  by  the 
whites,  renders  it  a measure  of  humanity  to  re- 
move them  promptly  across  the  Mississippi ; but 
they  were  given  to  understand  that  they  were  not 
to  consider  the  neutral  ground  as  their  permanent  I 
home.  A treaty,  likewise,  has  been  negotiated  by  [ 
governor  Dodge  with  the  Chippewas,  by  which  1 
that  tribe  ceded  a large  tract  of  country  east  of  the  I 
Mississippi,  and  have  agreed  to  retire  to  lands  west ' 
of  that  river. 

A mistake  had  been  committed  by  the  survey- 
ors of  the  United  States  in  determining  the  boun- 
dary line  of  the  land  ceded  to  the  government  by 
the  confederated  tribes  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  by 
the  treaty  of  September,  1832;  and  it  was  immedi- 
ately determined  to  do  justice  to  the  Indian  propri- 
etors of  the  soil,  and  correct  the  mistake.  The 
true  line,  however,  would  have  excluded  a fine 
portion  of  country  which  was  already  settled  and 
improved;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  poli- 
cy the  government  may  think  proper  to  adopt  to- 
wards the  settlers  who  improve  new  and  unoccu- 
pied lands  in  order  to  acquire  a title  to  them  by  fu- 
ture purchase,  the  department  is  of  opinion  that, 
so  long  as  custom  and  the  practice  of  government 
sanction  their  acquiring  rights  by  such  means,  their 
claims  ought  to  be  respected;  and  therefore  entered 
into  negotiations  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  extin- 
guish their  title  to  this  strip  of  country.  In  doing 
so,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  establish  a line  that 
will  no  longer  be  subject  to  doubt  or  dispute. 

In  this  treaty,  as  in  all  the  Indian  treaties  con- 
cluded at  Washington,  regard  bas  been  paid  to  the 
permanent  benefit  of  the  several  tribes.  Provision 
is  made  for  the  establishment  of  schools, as  well  as 
for  instructing  the  people  in  the  arts  of  husbandry, 
and  for  the  investment  of  the  purchase-money  so  as 
to  secure  to  the  Indians  a perpetual  rent;  a portion 
of  which  is  to  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  you 
may  deem  most  useful  and  beneficial  to  them. 
Much  more  remains  to  be  done,  in  order  to  ensure 
the  faithful  application  of  the  funds  destined  for 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  Indians.  It  now 
appears  that  their  annuities  really  go  into  the  cof- 
fers of  the  traders,  in  payment  of  debts  incurred, 
in  a great  measure,  by  the  idle  and  dissolute,  but 
which  are  charged  to  the  whole  nation,  and  paid 
out  of  the  common  fund.  The  effect  of  such 
an  arrangement  is  obvious:  it  eneouarges  the  vi- 
cious, and  deprives  the  industrious  of  all  incentive 
to  exertion.  The  whole  of  this  subject  is  of  such 
vast  importance,  both  as  regards  the  condition  of 
the  tribes  and  the  character  of  the  government, 
that  I propose  to  treat  it  in  a separate  report,  and 
to  suggest  such  improvements  in  the  existing  laws 
and  regulations  as  may  ensure  the  faithful  applica- 
tion of  their  funds  to  the  individual  wants  of  the 
Indians. 

Of  the  propriety  of  persevering  in  the  system  of 
removing  the  Indians  beyond  the  civil  influences 
which  surround  them  within  the  states  and  territo- 
ries, and  which  were  fast  working  their  destruc- 
tion, there  can  h®  Tn  ."'jp-j v 

ernment  appears  to  have  been  actuated  only  b} 
considerations  of  policy  and  expediency;  but,  sub- 
course  lViui  x fie  red  men,  and  their  removal  from 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  states  and  territories,  ren- 
dered imperative  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
their  situation,  was  connected  with  liberal  and  ben- 
eficial provisions  for  the  amelioration  of  their  con- 
dition. From  a frontier  people,  roaming  free  and 
unrestrained  over  trackless  forests  and  extensive 
pla;ns,  and  subsisting  on  the  products  of  the  chase, 
they  had  suddenly,  by  the  rapid  spread  of  the 
whites,  became  communities  surrounded  by  an 
agricultural,  enterprising,  and  enlightened  people 
seeking  to  develope  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and,  in  their  eagerness  to  obtain  possession  of  their 
lands,  pressing  them  into  the  narrowest  limits 
Deprived  of  their  only  resource,  from  the  diminu- 


tton  of  the  game,  and  incapable  or  unwilling  to  re- 
sort to  agriculture  for  subsistence,  their  situation 
became  deplorable,  and  their  distress  was  still  fur- 
ther aggravated  by  the  decision  which  deprived 
them  of  the  protection  of  the  general  government, 
and  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  over 
them.  The  inaptitute  of  the  Indian  character  to 
conform  to  a state  of  society  mould  and  regulated 
by  a system  of  laws  based  on  the  principles  and 
habits  of  civilized  life,  and  adapted  to  give  security 
to  its  multiform  pursuits  and  interests,  all  differing 
from  their  own,  is  obvious.  The  only  alternative 
was,  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  states;  and 
the  beneficent  hand  of  the  government  was  ex- 
tended to  relieve  that  people  from  the  opera- 
tion of  laws  heyond  their  comprehension  to  under- 
stand or  their  ability  to  observe;  and  to  remove 
them  to  distant  lands  abounding  in  game,  and  guar- 
antied to  them  forever  from  the  intrusion  of  the 
whites. 

The  results  of  this  policy  have  surpassed  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  most  sanguine. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendents  represent  the 
early  emigrants  as  living  in  comfort  and  abundance, 
and  improving  in  the  useful  arts;  and  hopes  may 
now  be  entertained  of  the  preservation  of  the  abori- 
ginal inhabitants  of  this  continent,  and  of  their 
gradual  civilization. 

Ample  provision  has  been  made  for  their  educa- 
tion; and  the  only  duty  of  the  government  which 
remains  undischarged  is  the  formation  of  a suitable 
territorial  government,  and  their  admission  to  such 
a supervisory  care  in  the  general  legislation  as  is 
granted  by  the  laws  to  other  territories  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  for  the  exercise  of  which  they  ap- 
pear to  be  sufficiently  prepared. 

The  subject  is  confessedly  difficult  and  embar- 
rassing; but  the  bill  introduced  into  congress  at  the 
last  session,  and  partially  acted  upon,  would  seem 
to  offer  a fair  prospect  of  success,  and  to  secure  to 
these  Indians  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages 
of  free  government  which  the  necessity  of  stretch- 
ing over  them  the  protecting  arm  of  the  govern- 
ment will  admit. 

This  scheme  bas  been  submitted  to  several  of  the 
tribes,  and  been  approved  by  them,  and  may  safely 
be  carried  into  effect  and  remain  in  operation  until 
experience  shall  point  out  the  alterations  and  amend- 
ments it  may  require. 

Having  received  information,  early  in  the  spring 
of  this  year,  from  sources  to  be  relied  upon,  that  the 
Camanche  Indians  had  committed  outrages  up- 
on our  citizens,  and  carried  off  some  women, 
whom  they  retained  as  prisoners,  and  that  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  of  their  committing  other 
acts  of  hostility  if  their  complaints  were  not  listen- 
ed to  and  their  grievances  redressed,  instructions 
were  given,  with  yoursanction,  to  Mr.  A.  P.  Chou- 
teau, to  repair  to  that  country  and  ascertain  the 
facts  connected  with  these  outrages,  and  the  causes 
of  complaint,  if  any  really  existed  ; to  give  assu- 
rances of  ample  reparation,and  exact  the  same  from 
them;  and  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  prisoners, 
and  restore  them  to  their  families  and  friends. 
With  a view,  likewise,  of  preserving  the  peace  of 
that  frontier,  Mr.  Chouteau  was  instructed  to  invite 
this  powerful  tribe  to  send  a deputation  to  Wash- 
ington that  they  might  represent  their  own  griev- 
ances, and  at  the  same  time  become  acquainted 
with  the  real  strength  and  resources  of  the  nation 
they  have  hitherto  deemed  lightly  of,  from  seeing 
only  a few  posts  thinly  scattered  along  the  frontiers 
and  feebly  garrisoned.  It  is  understood  that  Mr. 
Chouteau  has  succeeded  in  this  part  of  his  mission. 
These  measures  of  precaution  were  taken,  from  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  without  any  appropriation  or 
legal  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses  ; and  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  be  submit- 
ted to  congress  for  its  sanction,  anil  the  necessary 
appropriations  asked  to  enable  the  department  to 
discharge  its  obligations  to  Mr.  Chouteau  ; and 
further,  that  a small  sum  be  intrusted  to  the  direc- 
of  the  executive,  to  be  expended  on  emergen- 
cies like  this , ret1-,;r;na:  prompt  action  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country. 

shows’  iK^jirt,wqf  commissioner  of  pensions 
for  the  ensuing  yeafUllffse.  of  the  disbursements 
$1, 593, 936  to  $2,532,149,  principally 'rfou/roTO 
operation  of  the  third  section  of  the  law  of  the  4th 
of  July,  1836.  It  will  be  seen,  likewise,  from  this 
report,  that  some  legislative  action  is  required  to 
deter  persons  employed  as  agents  of  pensioners  from 
defrauding  them.  This  appears  to  be  done  both 
by  withholding  a portion  of  the  money  received  in 
trust  for  the  disabled  soldier  or  destitute  widow  and 
orphan,  and  by  charging  them  an  exorbitant  per 
centage  for  collecting  the  stipend  awarded  them  by 
the  bounty  of  the  government. 

Although  1 do  not  concur  in  a former  recommen- 
dation to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  pension  laws 


to  any  other  classes  than  those  embraced  by  the 
acts  now  in  force,  I beg  leave  to  reiterate  that  which 
proposes  some  legal  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a fund  for  the  support  of  invalid  officers 
and  the  widow's  and  children  of  such  of  them  as 
may  die  in  the  service.  This  may  be  done  by  mak- 
ing a moderate  deduction  from  their  pay,  to  such 
an  amount  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  officers  themselves.  Similar  provision 
may  be  made  in  like  manner  lor  invalid  and  disa- 
bled soldiers,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  those 
who  die  in  the  service,  not  now'  provided  for  by  law. 
This  provision  will  become  more  necessary  should 
the  period  of  enlistment  be  restored  to  five  years — 
a change  which  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommend- 
ed. It  is  necessary  to  enter  into  the  details  of  these 
plans  for  providing  forthe  support  of  invalid  officers 
and  soldiers  and  their  families.  They  may  be  so 
framed  as  to  obviate  all  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against  their  adoption,  and  are  called 
for  by  every  consideration  of  policy  and  humanity. 
Intimately  connected  with  this  subjectis  that  of  the 
pay  of  the  officers  of  the  line  ol  the  army.  The 
very  proper  increase  of  pay  made  at  the  last  session 
of  congress  for  the  civil  officers  serving  in  the  seve- 
ral departments,  conveys  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
necessity  of  increasing  all  salaries  of  public  servants 
which  are  below  a certain  amount;  a principle 
which  applies  with  great  force  to  the  condition  of 
the  officers  of  the  army.  In  pursuance  of  this  poli- 
cy, I would  recommend  a moderate  increase  of  pay 
to  soldiers,  non-commissioned  and  commissioned 
officers  of  the  artillery  and  infantry  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  to  that  of 
lieutenant  colonel.  The  high  price  of  labor,  the 
demand  throughout  the  country  for  that  description 
of  talent  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  by  the 
officers  of  our  army,  and  which  commands  the  high- 
est rate  of  remuneration,  together  with  the  enhanc- 
ed cost  of  all  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life, 
render  this  measure  just  and  necessary;  and  I con- 
fidently ask  your  concurrence  to  procure  for  it  the 
favorable  consideration  of  congress. 

In  the  present  uncertainty  which  prevails  on  the 
subject  of  the  intention  of  congress  permanently  to 
prohibit  by  law  officers  of  the  army  from  claiming 
or  receiving  any  remuneration  for  disbursing  mo- 
neys, the  different  interpretations  given  to  the  act 
render  its  operation  unequal  and  unjust.  In  almost 
all  instances  where  the  officers  have  withheld  mo- 
neys and  brought  suits  for  the  recovery  of  sums 
charged  for  commissions  on  their  disbursements, 
the  courts  have  awarded  the  full  amount  claimed  ; 
wlit-i  ew  tliose  wi«j  coooviniect  for  all  they  have 
received  remain  without  any  remuneration,  if  tr,n 
proviso  attached  to  the  appropriation  act  of  1835, 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  which  pro- 
hibits any  allowance  to  officers  for  extra-official 
duties  and  responsibilities,  is  intended  to  be  per- 
manent, it  ought  to  be  fully  and  explicitly  stated, 
so  as  to  bind  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  law. — 
But,  if  congress  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  just  to  allow 
some  remuneration  for  extra  services,  in  cases 
where  great  responsibilities  are  incurred,  then  it 
would  appear  better  to  determine  that  compensa- 
tion by  law.  I would  by  no  means  recommend  that 
any  allowance  should  be  made  for  disbursing  the 
usual  and  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  ; but  where  heavy  and  extra  duties  are  im- 
posed upon  officers,  involving  great  risk  from  cir- 
cumstances beyond  their  control,  and  against  which 
no  human  precaution  can  protect  them,  it  appears 
equitable  that  some  compensation  should  be  allow- 
ed, which,  on  every  account  it  would  be  better  to 
fix  by  law. 

By  your  instructions,  in  pursuance  ot  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  authoriz- 
ing you  to  select  and  cause  to  be  purchased,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  sick  seamen  and  boatmen,  and  all 
other  navigators  on  the  western  rivers  and  lakes, 
suitable  sites  for  hospitals,  a commission  of  able  and 
experienced  surgeons  of  the  army  was  appointed  to 
discharge  this  duty.  The  accompanying  report 
shows  that  they  have  performed  it  with  the  zeal  and 
ability  which  characterize  this  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice ; and  the  contracts  made  by  them  to  effect  the 
purchase  of  the  sites  selected  would  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  department,  had  the  sum  been  within 
pose.  The  whole  amount  required  will  6e  $39,968, 
being  an  excess  over  and  above  the  sum  appropriat- 
ed of  $24,968. 

The  beneficient  object  intended  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  congress  in  directing  this  examination,  and 
the  purchase  of  the  several  sites  selected,  will  not, 
I trust,  be  defeated  by  this  circumstance;  and,  in 
this  hope,  plans  and  estimates  for  the  construction 
of  the  ho=pitals  accompany  this  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
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OCf*We  Tiave  received,  and  will  publish  in  the 
next  “Register,”  an  address  from  the  hon.  Barn- 
well Rhett,  a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives from  South  Carolina,  to  the  people  of  Beau- 
fort and  Colleton  districts  in  that  state  upon  the 
subject  of  abolition. 

We  would  be  under  an  obligation  to  any 
friend  for  a copy  of  the  “Nashville  Union”  of  the 
13th  inst.,  containing  the  correspondence  between 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Totten,  in  reference  to  certain 
opinions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration  attri- 
buted to  Gen.  Jackson,  [see  page  314.]  We  have 
not  seen  the  correspondence,  but  it  is  stated  that 
the  party  relied  on  has  failed  to  adduce  the  proofs; 
and  we  wish  to  place  the  facts  on  record,  in  com- 
mon justice  to  Gen.  Jackson  and  for  reference. 


Florida  War.  The  “Globe”  of  to-day  con- 
tains the  following  official  account  of  the  disas- 
trous battle  of  the  23th  December: 

Head  Quarters,  First  Brigade, 
Army  south  of  the  Withlacoochee. 

Camp  about  ten  miles  east  of  the  Kissimmee. 

Eight  p.  m.  26th  December,  1837. 

General:  A part  of  my  force  left  Fort  Gardner 
on  the  19th  inst.  and  I left  with  the  balance,  (ex- 
cepting a small  force  to  protect  the  supplies  at  that 
fort.)  On  the  following  morning,  and  after  a rapid 
inarch  down  the  Kissimmee,  of  which  movement 
I advised  you  in  iny  letter  of  the  10th,  I reached 
Its  banks  again  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day, 
about  15  miles  above  its  entrance  into  lake  Okee- 
chobee; and  learning  from  a prisoner  I captured  on 
that  day,  that  Alligator,  with  all  the  war  spirits  of 
the  Seminoles,  with  Sam  Jones  and  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  Micasukeys,  were  encamped 
about  twenty-five  miles  distant,  on  the  east  side  o 
the  Kissimmee,  I crossed  the  Kissimmee  (where 
left  captain  Munroe  with  his  company,  the  pion 
eers,  pontoneers,  and  a large  portion  of  the  Dela 
ware  Indians,  who  declined  going,  alleging  that 
their  feet  and  legs  were  so  badly  cut  by  the  saw 
palmetto,  that  they  could  not  march  further)  the 
next  day,  taking  the  captured  Indian  with  me  as 
guide,  who  went  very  reluctantly,  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy;  and  after  passing  several  cypress  swamps 
and  dense  hammocks, I reached  (he  vicinity  of  the 
enemy's  encampment  on  the  morning  ofthe  25th;  and 
though  occupying  one  of  the  strongest  and  most 
dilficult  places  to  approach  and  enter  in  Florida, 
which,  no  doubt,  had  been  selected  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  me  battle  there,  as  I was  informed  by  a 
prisoner  I took  the  evening  previous,  but,  relying 
on  the  valor  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  com- 
mand, as  well  as  on  the  skill  of  the  former,  I did 
not  hesitate  a moment  in  bringing  them  to  action 
After  making  the  necessary  arrangements,  I enter- 
ed a swamp  nearly  a mile  in  width,  impassable  for 
horse,  and  almost  so  for  foot.  I reached  the  ham- 
mock in  which  they  were  stationed  between  12  and 
1 p.  m.  when  the  action  commenced;  the  enemy 
opening  a warm  fire  on  the  volunteers,  who  com- 
posed the  first  line,  a great  portion  of  whom  fell 
back  in  rear  of  the  fourth  and  sixth  infantry;  which 
corps,  under  one  of  the  warmest  and  most  destruc- 
tive fires  ever  experienced  from  Indians,  particular- 
ly the  sixth,  pressed  forward,  gained  the  hammock, 
and  after  a severe  struggle  for  more  than  an  hour, 
after  being  joined  by  the  1st  infantry,  which  were 
held  in  reserve,  and  two  companies  of  the  4th,  that 
had  been  detached  to  the  right,  who  joined  a short 
time  before  the  close  of  the  battle,  the  enemy  was 
completely  routed,  and  driven  in  every  direction, 
and  were  pursued  by  the  troops  until  near  night 
and  until  they  were  completely  exhausted. 

The  victory  was  dearly  purchased;  but  I fiattei 
myself  that  the  result  will  be  equivalent  to  the  sa- 
crifice made.  The  enemy  made  his  greatest  efforts 
to  break  the  centre  ofthe  6th,  killing  and  wounding 
every  officer  of  four  companies,  with  one  exception, 
and  every  orderly  sergeant  of  these  companies;  kill- 
ing its  gallant  commander  and  adjutant,  who  fell 
where  they  fought,  in  Ihe  hottest  ofthe  action,  and 
mortally  wounding  the  sergeant  major  who  is  since 
dead.  The  next  day  was  employed  in  the  sad 
; offices  of  interring  the  dead,  and  taking  care  of  the 
wounded,  all  of  whom  were  brought  back  across  the 
morass  to  camp  that  evening,  with  one  exception, 
not  being  able  to  find  the  body;  and  in  constructing 
itter3  toconvey  the  wounded  to  the  place  where 
Vot.  Ill— Si*  22 


I left  my  wagons.  I am  thus  far  on  my  way  to  that 
point,  and  shall  reach  there  to-morrow,  when  I shall 
take  as  good  care  of  the  wounded  as  possible,  and 
also  recruit  my  men  and  horses  at  my  several  ad- 
vanced depots,  particularly  the  latter,  before  I can 
again  take  the  field. 

The  enemy,  all  things  considered,  probably  suf- 
fered equally  with  ourselves.  They  left  ten  bo 
dies  on  the  field,  besides  carrying  many  off,  with- 
out doubt,  as  there  were  traces  of  blood  to  the 
banks  of  the  Okee-cho-kee  lake,  on  the  borders  of 
which  the  battle  was  fought. 

Wishing  you  health  and  happiness,  I remain, 
general,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Colonel  commanding. 

Maj.  gen.  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Commanding  army  of  the  South,  Florida. 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  I can  do  so,  I will  mail  you  a 
more  full  report  of  the  battle  and  my  operations. 

I am  now  writing  without  candle,  with  pine  knots 
as  a substitute,  in  a cabbage-tree  hammock,  in  the 
centre  o(  a large  prairie,  on  a very  dirty  sheet  of 
paper,  which  is  the  only  one  in  camp. 


Abstract  from  the  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  aff  ir  ofthe  25  th  December,  1837. 

Regular  army. 

Kitted — Lieut,  col.  A.  R.  Thompson,  6th  U.  S. 
infantry;  adjutant  J.  P.  Center,  do;  captain  Van- 
Swearingen,  do;  first  lieutenant  F.  J.  Brooke,  do; 
and  nineteen  rank  and  file. 

Wounded — -Captain  G.  Andrews,  6th  U.  S.  in- 
fantry; first  lieutenant  J.  Hooper,  4th  do;  second 
lieutenant  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  6th  do;  arid  seventy- 
six  rank  and  file. 

Aggregate  regulars  killed,  23;  aggregate  wound- 
ed, 79. 

Missouri  volunteers  ,4'C. 

Wounded — Colonel  Gentry,  Missouri  volunteers, 
(since  dead;)  Major  Sconce,  spies;  captain  J. 
Childs,  Missouri  volunteers;  lieutenant  C.  B.  Ro- 
gers, do;  lieutenant  Hase,  spies;  lieutenant  Gor- 
don, do;  and  twenty-eight  rank  and  file  killed  and 
wounded. 

Aggregate  militia  killed  and  wounded,  35. 


opment  of  plans  which  have  been  hereto 
fore  occasionally  hinted  at  in  the  accounts  tha 
have  reached  us  from  Buffalo. 

Detroit,  Jan.  7,  1838. 

Our  city  for  the  last  few  days  has  been  in  great 
confusion  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  plan  of 
invading  Canada  by  certain  refugees  and  other* 
having  been  discovered. 

Nothing  of  the  movement  was  known  save  that 
meetings  had  been  held  and  resolutions  passed,  but 
it  was  thought  the  matter  would  stop  there.  It  has 
turned  out  differently,  for  oil  Thursday  night  all 
the  state  arms  in  our  city  arsenal  were  secretly 
taken  away;  on  the  same  day  four  hundred  stand 
were  openly  seized  at  Monroe,  and  on  the  succeed- 
ing night  our  jail  was  robbed  of  all  the  arms  and  fix- 
ed ammunition  which  had  been  deposited  there  for 
safe  keeping. 

The  next  morning  a vessel  with  about  800  stand 
and  about  100  men  departed  from  our  wharves  for 
Bois  Blanc — a British  Island  distant  19  miles  hence, 
and  opposite  Malden,  at  the  junction  of  the  river 
Detroit  with  lake  Erie.  Attempts  were  also  to 
have  been  made  upon  our  city  powder  magazine  at 
Dearborn,  which  were  frustrated  by  a guard  being 
despatched  from  the  city  in  time. 

Besides  these  daring  operations,  supplies  have 
been  purchased  and  sent  down  to  Blois  Blanc — sub- 
scription papers  circulated,  and  now  containing 
1000  names — commissions  from  Navy  Island  ten- 
derered  arid  accepted— enrolments  of  about  700 
men  made  in  the  different  counties  on  the  river — 
regular  drills  held — and,  to  cap  the  climax,  a 


From  Canada. — Navv  Island  was  evacuated 
by  the  patriots  on  the  13th  inst.  As  we  learn  by 
the  New  York  Star,  at  the  time  it  took  place  the 
American  militia  force  was  concentrated  at  the 
crossing  place  from  Grand  Island  to  the  main  shore, 
at  which  point  the  United  States  marshal,  under  the 
direction  of  the  district  attorney,  arrested  the  pa- 
triot chief  Van  Renselaer.  He  was  taken  to  Buf- 
falo and  immediately  bailed  to  appear  at  the  next 
United  States  district  courtterm.  The  route  of  the 
patriots  in  evacuating  was  to  cross  over  in  thei 
loats  to  Grand  Island,  where  they  surrendered 
their  arms,  and  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  mail, 
shore.  The  party  who  brought  ov;  r the  cannon 
to  Schlosser  in  a scow,  came  near  going  down  the 
falls  but  for  a N.  W.  breeze  which  sprang  up  and 
the  aid  of  their  blankets. 

On  the  15th  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on  Navy 
Island.  The  same  day  the  Barcelona  steamboat 
having  gone  down  to  Schlosser  to  bring  up,  as  the 
British  supposed,  the  munitions  of  the  patriots, 
three  armed  British  schooners  were  stationed  below 
Black  Rock  to  intercept  her  return.  Gen.  Scott 
fearing  a collision,  sent  an  aid  on  board  to  whom 
the  report  is,  the  commander  of  the  schooner  an- 
swered laconically  that  he  had  orders  to  fire.  But 
he  did  not  fire  on  her,  when  she  came  up  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16th  and  was  not  in  any  way  molested 
or  even  hailed  on  these  waters,  which  we  believe 
belong  in  common  to  both  nations. 

The  bail  taken  was  Mr.  Van  Jl.’s  own  recogni- 
zance in  the  sum  of  $3000,  with  Dr.  E.  Johnson, 
Geo.  F.  Barker,  arid  H.  K.  Smith,  Esqs.  in  the  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $1000  each. 

The  whole  patriot  force  at  Navy  Island  appears 
to  have  been  only  510,  besides  which  were  150 
supernumeraries.  Gov.  Marcy  returned  to  Albany 
on  Friday  the  19th. 

From  the  Baltimore  American. 

Frontier. — The  following  letter,  from  a source 
of  the  first  respectability  at  Detroit,  conveys  the 
particulars  of  important  events  which  have  just 
transpired  in  that  quarter,  in  reference  to  the 
revolt  in  Canada.  We  have  here  the  devel- 


Southerland  from  New  York  is  hourly  expected 
with  a force  from  Cleveland  to  arrive  at  Gibraltar, 
16  miles  hence- — the  point  of  rendezvous — and  to 
take  commahd  of  all  the  forces. 

As  Bois  Blanc  overlooks  Malden,  and  has  upon 
it  the  remains  of  an  old  breast  work,  the  patriots 
design  making  it  a depot,  and  intend,  after  leav- 
ing thereon  a guard,  to  attack  Malden,  proeeed  to 
Sandwich  and  London,  and  effect  a junction  with 
Mackenzie  at  Hamilton,  Upper  Canada. 

All  the  operations  have  been  conducted  with  ef- 
ficiency and  secrecy,  and  as  there  are  many  disaf- 
fected on  the  proposed  route,  there  is  some  feasi- 
bility in  the  plan.  We  think  they  will  at  least 
take  Malden  if  they  try. 

From  the  number  of  men  engaged,  the  amount  of 
money  expended,  and  the  concert  of  action  shown 
in  this  enterprise,  we  conclude  that  some  able 
head  is  at  work. 

Governor  Mason  issued  his  proclamation  three 
or  four  days  ago,  but  it  was  disregarded.  Yester- 
day the  U.  S.  district  attorney  despatched  a steam- 
boat with  the  marshal  and  posse  after  the  schooner, 
but  they  were  defied  and  threatened  with  the  con- 
tents of  an  eighteen-pounder  if  they  approached 
nearer  than  hailing  distance. 

Head  quarters,  Michigan  militia, 
Detroit,  lamiary  5,  1838. 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  furnish  from  the 
company  under  your  command,  the  guard  required 
in  the  communication  from  brig.  gen.  Brady,  Unit- 
ed States  army,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  fur- 
nished you  for  your  guidance. 

By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief, 

John  Winder,  aid-de-camp. 

To  Isaac  S.  Rowland,  captain  of  the  Brady  guards. 

The  Buffalo  Journal  states  that,  notwithstanding 
the  evacuation  of  Navy  Island,  warlike  movements 
on  our  frontier  do  not  seem  to  have  ceased.  “ It 
was  yesterday,”  says  that  print,  “that  two  British 
vessels,  well  armed,  were  lying  in  American  waters 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Black  rock,  and  governor 
Marcy  and  general  Scott  immediately  repaired  to 
the  rock.  They  found  the  vessels  there,  but  so 
near  the  line  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  say  whether 
they  were  in  American  or  British  waters.  One  of 
general  Scott’s  aids  boarded  the  vessel,  and  the 
officer  professed  some  anxiety  to  keep  out  of  Ameri- 
can jurisdiction,  and  agreed  to  remove  nearer  to 
the  Canada  side. 

Judge  Barker,  the  collector,  also  boarded  the 
vessel,  and  upon  inquiring  the  object  of  stationing 
them  there,  the  officers  informed  him  that  they  had 
no  hostile  intentions  to  the  American  government 
or  people,  but  that  their  orders  were  to  fire  upon 
the  steamboat  Barcelona,  should  she  attempt  to  pass 
up  from  Whitehaven,  where  she  was  lying  at  the 
time,  without  submitting  to  a search  for  rebels 
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the  arms  belonging  to  the  Navy  Islanders.  Judge 
Earlier  informed  them  that  such  an  act  would  be 
illegal  and  resented  by  our  government,  to  which 
he  received  for  reply — “ such  were  their  orders.” 

The  Barcelona  came  up  this  morning  as  far  as 
Black  Rock  dam,  without  molestation;  but  the 
schooners  are  still  there,  and  show  no  disposition  to 
remove.  The  military  corps  now  in  the  city  stand 
ready  under  the  command  of  general  Scott,  to  re- 
dress promptly  any  injury  done  to  the  Barcelona, 
which  has  committed  no  act  forfeiting  her  right  to 
the  protection  of  the  American  government. 

The  men  from  Navy  Island  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and,  although  they  show  no  intention  sto  do 
any  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  it  is  gene- 
rally supposed  that,  if  a proper  opportunity  should 
offer,  they  are  still  ready  to  assist  the  patriots  of 
Canada.  Our  own  government  and  people  have 
been  most  outrageously  insulted,  not  only  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  and  the  murder  of  her 
defenceless  crew,  but  in  this  new  outrage  of  placing 
armed  vessels  in  our  neighborhood,  with  the  avow- 
ed purpose  of  seizing  an  American  steamboat  pass- 
ing through  American  waters.  We  do  not  see 
how  such  efforts  are  to  be  passed  over.  The  Ca- 
nadians have  two  armed  vessels  laying  in  the  river 
opposite  Black  rock. 

Banks,  specie,  &c.  The  N.  Y.  Gazette  has  the 
following  paragraph  in  relation  to  the  Common- 
wealth bank:  “A  circumstance  rather  interesting  to 
us  is,  that  such  of  our  banks  as  have  deposites  in 
those  in  Boston,  will  have  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
loss  sustained  by  those  on  the  Commonwealth  bank 
bills;  this,  we  are  now  informed,  being  one  of  the 
terms  on  which  the  Boston  banks  collect  and  re- 
tain deposites.” 

None  of  the  papers  state  the  probable  value  of 
the  notes  of  the  Commonwealth  bank  nowin  cir- 
culation, but,  from  an  incidental  remark  in  the  At- 
las, we  should  say  that  a loss  of  50  per  cent  at  least 
will  be  sustained  by  the  bill-holders. 

BY  AUTHORITY 

Of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  associated 
banks  in  Boston. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board,  thirty  banks  being 
represented,  held  last  evening  to  receive  a report 
from  the  standing  committee  on  the  present  state 
of  the  bank  circulation,  the  committee  made  such  a 
communication,  as  clearly  showed,  that  the  bills  of 
all  the  associated  banks  (excepting  the  Common- 
wealth bank,  which  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll 
of  the  association)  ought  to  be  received  hereafter 
in  payments  and  on  deposite  by  the  banks  through- 
out this  commonwealth,  a3  heretofore,  without  a 
dissenting  voice,  it  was 

Voted,  That  each  of  the  associated  banks  will 
henceforth  receive  in  good  faith  the  bills  of  all  the 
banks  belonging  to  the  association,  without  dis- 
crimination. 

And  it  was  also  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  adopted  by  the  standing 
committee  at  its  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  re- 
questing that  the  specie  of  such  of  the  associated 
banks  as  is  in  a smaller  proportion  to  their  circulation 
than  one  to  four,  “should  be  increased  to  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  its  circulation,  and  that 
the  process  of  increase  should  be  commenced  forth- 
with,” be  approved  by  this  board. 

T.  Brown,  Clerk. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  N.  Y.  Ga- 
zette of  Tuesday  16th  inst.  says:  “The  meeting  of 
bank  officers  on  Saturday  evening  last,  was  on  the 
subject  of  a resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  ad- 
journed over  to  Saturday  next.  It  is  in  contempla- 
tion to  appoint  a committee  to  proceed  to  Philadel- 
phia and  ascertain  from  the  banks  there  when  they 
will  be  ready,  and  to  invite  them  to  name  a day  for 
a general  resumption;  but  it  is  understood  that  if 
the  Philadelphia  banks  should  refuse  to  fix  upon 
some  definite  time,  the  banks  in  this  city  will  make 
immediate  arrangements  to  resume  without  their 
co-operation.” 

In  reference  to  the  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  we 
have  in  the  Philadelphia  Herald  the  following 
statement  of  their  condition  on  the  30th  November, 
1837: 

Liabilities. 


Capital  stock. 

59,944,335 

76 

Notes  in  circulation, 

17,078,557 

95 

Due  to  other  banks, 

37,945,705 

88 

Due  depositors, 

13,011,285 

04 

Dividends  unpaid, 

246,953 

38 

Contingent  fund, 

3,363,704 

64 

Profit  and  loss, 

5,876,188 

49 

Discount,  exchange  and  interest, 

2,113,014 

83 

Miscellaneous, 

23,367,046 

51 

Resources. 

Bills  and  notes  discounted, 

71,133,671 

25 

Specie, 

7,024,043 

74 

Notes  and  checks  of  other  banks, 

4,145,340 

24 

Due  by  other  banks,  47,752,532  72 

Real  estate  and  other  property,  3,394,507  95 
Expense  account,  315,987  42 

Bills  of  exchange,  9,365,107  14 

Stock,  1,407,803  88 

Miscellaneous,  25,036,984  41 

The  Herald  then  goes  on  to  remark — 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
banks  owe  other  banks  $37,945,705  89,  and  have 
due  to  them  from  other  banks  $47,752,532  72,  leav- 
ing a balance  in  favor  of  the  banks  in  this  state  of 
$9,806,826  83.  The  amount  of  their  specie  is 
$7,024,043  74,  and  they  hold  notes  of  other  banks 
to  the  amount  of  $4,145,340  23,  and  bills  of  ex- 
change to  the  amount  of  $9,365,107  14,  making  an 
aggregate  ofimmediate resources  of  $30,341,317  94. 
Their  circulation  is  $17,078,567  95,  deposites 
$13,011,285  04,  and  dividends  unpaid  $246,953  38, 
making  an  aggregate  of  immediate  liabilities  of 
$30,336,806  37.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  banks 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  had  on  the  30th  No- 
vember one  dollar  ofimmediate  resources  for  every 
dollar  of  immediate  liabilities  ! 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  willbe  seen  by  the 
following  statement — the  monthly  return  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  1st  of  January 
1838 — that  institution  had  at  that  time,  upwards  of 
$3,800,000  in  her  vaults  in  specie. 

Specie,  $3,770,842  52 

Notes  in  circulation,  547,600  45 

Notes  outstanding  of  the  late 

Bank  of  the  U.  S„  7,020,467  17 

The  Pennsylvania  banks.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  of  the  returns  made  to  the  auditor,  showing 
the  state  of  the  banks  and  Savings  institutions  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  months 
January,  May,  June  and  November. 

On  the  first  of  June,  immediately  after  the  suspen- 
sion, the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  by  all  the 
banks  of  the  state  was  $20,75  ,295  81 

In  November,  it  was  17,078,567  95 

In  June,  the  amount  of  specie  in  all 

the  banks  was  4,336,900  73 

In  November,  it  was  7,024,043  74 

The  Creeks.  Ninety  of  the  fugitive  Creeks 
were  captured  about  ten  days  since,  west  of  the 
Apalachicola,  from  whom  information  was  derived, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  band,  numbering  about  one 
hundred,  would  probably  tender  their  submission  on 
an  assurance  of  protection.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence,  his  excellency  governor  Call  repaired 
promptly  to  the  western  district,  in  order  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  rid  us  of  these  trou- 
blesome neighbors.  He  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  we  deem  ot  scarcely  minor  importance,  and 
which  there  is  a probability  will  be  effected  through 
the  judicious  measures  which  he  has  adopted. 

The  Apalachicola  band  has  hitherto  remained 
peaceable,  but  they  are  surrounded  by  the  white 
population,  and  they  are  constantly  subject  to 
alarms  and  disquietude  in  the  present  excited  state 
of  feeling  on  matters  connected  with  our  Indian 
neighbors.  Their  emigration  haslong  been  desira- 
ble, and  under  any  circumstances  cannot  long  be 
postponed  consistently  with  their  own  welfare  and 
safety.  Governor  Call  returned  three  days  since, 
and  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  he  has  hopes  of  en- 
tire success  in  all  the  objects  of  his  mission. 

[ Tallahasse  Floridian,  Jan.  14. 

The  Henrico  election.  The  die  is  cast,  and 
Mr.  Whiting  has  lost  his  seat.  After  a contest  be- 
fore the  house,  of  nearly  10  days,  the  vote  was  re- 
duced to  a tie— -and  the  certificate  of  the  sheriff, 
who  superintended  the  polls  in  the  spring,  stating, 
that  he  would  then  in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes 
have  voted  for  Mr.  Botts,  was  considered  as  con- 
clusive upon  the  house.  No  debate  took  place  on 
Saturday  upon  the  point  thrown  out  on  Friday. 
All  parties  seemed  to  be  satisfied,  that  the  law  was 
binding  upon  the  house;  and  accordingly  Mr.  Botts 
was  declared  duly  entitled  to  the  seat.  Mr.  Botts 
is  a whig  in  his  politics;  and  Mr.  Whiting,  a friend 
of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Whiting’s  manner  on  the  declaration  of  the 
result  was  worthy  of  him.  He  retired  from  his 
seat  with  much  grace,  good  humor,  and  even  digni- 
ty. He  addressed  himself  to  the  speaker,  with  the 
leave  of  the  house;  said  he  hoped  he  had  fought  the 
fight  like  a man,  though  he  was  now  beaten— but 
lie  would  not  despair;  that  he  trusted  he  should 
have  the  pleasuie  of  meeting  them  again  as  the  re- 
presentative of  the  people;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
would  bid  the  house  and  the  chair  a respectful 
farewell.  [Richmond  Enquirer. 

Supper  to  Mr.  Wise.  From  the  Richmond 
Compiler,  Jan.  15.  A supper  was  given  to  the 
hon.  Henry  A.  Wise  on  Saturday  night,  at  the  Pow- 


hatlan  house,  by  a large  number  of  our  citizens  and 
members  of  the  legislature.  Robert  Stannard, 
esq.  presided,  assisted  by  lieut.  governor  McFar- 
land, Wyndham  Robertson,  James  Lyons,  Samuel 
S.  Saunders,  and  James  W.  Dibrell,  esqrs.  Mr. 
Wise  made  a speech  in  reply  to  a compliment, 
which  is  said  to  have  greatly  interested  the  compa- 
ny. Mr.  Stannard,  we  understand,  made  a few  hap- 
py remarks  in  response  to  a complimentary  senti- 
ment. Some  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  gentlemen 
were  present,  and  the  utmost  good  feeling  and 
unanimity  of  sentiment  is  said  to  have  prevailed. 

Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

collectors  of  the  customs. 

Thomas  L.  Shaw,  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Robert  Garnett,  Tappahannock,  Va. 

Robert  S.  Smith,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

George  Bancroft,  Boston. 

SURVEYORS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

Samuel  Hall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Thomas  H.Jervey,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Domingo  Acosta,  Fernandina,  Fa. 

Benjamin  Jones  Shain,  Ponchartrain,  La. 

NAVAL  OFFICER. 

Thomas  S.  Wayne,  Savannah,  Ga. 

APPRAISER. 

Charles  Kiddell,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

LAND  OFFICERS REGISTERS. 

Hampton  L.  Boon,  Fayette,  Mo. 

R.  K.  McLaughlin,  Vandalia,  III. 

RECEIVERS. 

Samuel  Cruse,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Armstead  D.  Carey,  Sparta,  Ala. 

Uriel  Sebree,  Fayette,  Mo. 

ATTORNEYS. 

Robert  C.  Nicholas,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Tilghman  A.  Howard,  for  the  district  of  Indiana. 
John  S.  Darcy,  to  be  marshal  for  the  district  of 
N.  Jersey. 

James'K.  Gibson,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at  Ab- 
ingdon, in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Joseph  Forrest,  Wm.  Waters,  Charles  H.  Wilt- 
berger,  and  Wm.  H.  Gunnell , for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

James  Carson,  for  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in 
said  District. 

CONSULS. 

James  Primrose,  for  the  port  of  Pictou,  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

John  J.  D.  Wolf,  for  the  port  of  Sydney,  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

John  Parrott,  for  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  in  Mexico. 

New  York  canals.  We  are  indebted  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Argus  for  a copy  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  canal  kind.  The  amount 
of  moneys  on  hand  on  the  30th  September,  1836, 
was  $4,066,243  92.  Receipts  to  same  date  ot'1847, 
$2,524,505  98— total,  $6,590,869  91. 

The  payments  for  the  year,  including  $1 ,261,153  28 
of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  fund  paid  off,  were 
$3,413,638  95.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners on  the  30th  Sept,  last,  $3,413,638  95. 

The  expenses  for  the  current  year  are  estimated 
at  $1,437,828,  and  the  income  at  $1,616,491  67. 

The  total  amount  of  the  canal  debt  on  the  30th 
September  was  $6,166,082  02. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  amount  of  mo- 
neys invested,  and  which  are  applicable  to  payment 
of  interest,  and  extinguishment  ol  the  canal  debt, 
was  $2,994,037  58  bringing  in  a revenue  of 
148,456  55.  [N.  Y.  Com. 

Sperm  whale  fishery.  The  Nantucket  In- 
quirer of  a late  date  contains  an  account  of  this 
fishery  during  the  last  year,  and  the  statements,  the 
Inquirer  adds,  may  be  relied  on  as  authentic. 

From  the  data  furnished,  it  appears  that  during 
the  year  1837,  the  quantity  of  sperm  oil  imported 
into  the  United  States  amounts  to  176,317  barrels — 
equal  to  5,554,000  gallons.  This  was  all  procured 
iu  the  Pacific  ocean  by  81  ships,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  30,000  barrels  brought  home  from  the 
Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans,  or  shipped  home  via 
Western  islands,  by  outward  bound  whalers,  or 
sent,  from  other  ports  in  consequence  of  some  disas- 
ter. A few  of  the  Pacific  ships  completed  their 
voyage  by  taking  whale  oil,  but  none  of  the  latter 
is  embraced  in  the  above  aggregate.  The  value  of 
this  product  is  estimated  in  round  numbers  at 
$5,000,000. 

The  most  fortunate  voyage  was  that  of  the  Wm. 
Hamilton,  capt.  Swain,  of  New  Bedlord,  which  ob- 
tained 4,181  barrels  sperm  oil  in  34  months,  the  lar- 
gest cargo  ever  imported. 
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Of  the  voyages  which  terminated  last  year,  the 
longest  was  that  of  the  Emily  Morgan,  of  New 
Bedford.  She  was  absent  4 years  and  19  days. 
Among  the  disasters  of  the  year  are  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  ships  Meridian,  of  Edgartown,  and 
Reaper  of  Nantucket,  by  a typhoon  in  the  South 
Pacific  ocean;  the  loss  of  the  Independence,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  Oregon,  of  Fairhaven,  stranded 
on  Islands  in  the  South  Seas,  cargo  and  materiais 
principally  saved;  the  condemnation  of  ship  Roger 
Williams,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  and  barque  Osprey,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  the  return  of  the  ship  Clilford 
Wayne,  of  Fairhaven,  by  reason  of  a mutinous 
crew.  The  last  mentioned  ship  had  been  absent 
about  ten  months,  and  the  mutiny  probably  occa- 
sioned a loss  exceeding  $10,000. 

With  regard  to  the  pecuniary  avails  to  the  own- 
ers, the  return  voyages  are  divided  into  four  classes, 
viz.  Those  which  have  resulted  profitably,  those 
from  which  neither  loss  nor  gain  has  accrued, 
those  which  have  either  ventured  in  positive, 
though  not  ruinous  losses,  and  those  on  which  there 
have  been  great  sacrifice,  say  from  10,000  to 
$30,000  each.  Of  the  first  class  the  average 
amount  of  gains,  is  not  with  any  certainty  known. 
On  some  few  the  net  profit  may  have  reached 
$30,000  or  $‘40,000.  There  are  53  of  this  class,  8 
of  the  second,  11  of  the  third,  and  9 of  the  fourth, 
the  latter  including  two  ships  stated  to  have  lost 
about  $30,000  each. 

School  returns.  We  are  indebted  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  board  of  education,  for  a copy  of  the 
abstract  of  school  returns,  required  by  law  to  be 
made  by  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth.  This 
abstract,  which  was  last  year  made  under  the  care 
of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  has  now 
been  prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation. It  is  printed  in  an  improved  and  enlarged 
form,  which  admits  of  the  facts  stated  in  it  being 
presented  more  in  detail.  It  embraces  a body  of 
information  very  important  for  guiding  the  efforts 
which  are  making  for  the  improvement  of  the 
school  system.  We  have  room  at  present  for  but  a 
very  brief  notice  of  it. 

Of  the  305  towns  in  the  state,  11  only  have  ne- 
glected to  make  returns.  The  population  of  these 
towns,  according  to  the  late  state  census,  is  691,- 
222,  and  the  valuation  of  taxable  property  is  $206, 
457,662. 

The  whole  number  of  public  schools  in  these 
towns  is  2,918 — the  number  of  children  of  all  ages 
in  winter  141,837,  and  in  summer  122,889.  The 
average  attendance  in  winter  is  111,520,  and  in 
summer  94,956. 

This  shows  a culpable  want  of  punctuality,  the 
average  attendance  being  more  than  20  per  cent 
below  the  whole  number  of  pupils.  The  whole 
number  also  falls  considerably  short  of  that  of  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  4 and  16,  which  is  177,- 
053.  The  average  duration  of  the  schools,  includ- 
ing winter  and  summer,  is  six  months  and  twenty- 
five  days. 

The  number  of  teachers,  including  the  summer 
and  winter  terms,  counting  twice,  we  presume, 
those  who  are  employed  in  both  terms,  is  2,370 
males  and  3,591  females.  The  average  amount  of 
wages  per  month,  including  board,  is  for  males 
$25  43,  females  $'11  38.  The  aggregate  of  taxes 
raised  in  all  the  towns  for  the  support  of  schools  is 
$465, 22S.  Of  this  amount  $387,124  is  for  teach- 
ers’ wages,  and  a further  sum,  to  prolong  the  period 
of  schools,  has  been  raised  by  private  subscription, 
of  $48,301. 

Besides  the  above,  which  are  public  schools, 
there  are  of  private  schools  and  academies  854, 
which  are  kept  in  all  5.619  months.  In  these  the 
number  of  scholars  is  27,266;  the  amount  of  tuition 
is  $328,026;  amount  of  local  funds  $189,536,  pro- 
ducing an  annual  income  of  9,571.  The  return  of 
private  schools  is  probably  very  imperfect,  as  the 
town  authorities  as  such  have  no  cognizance  of 
those  schools.  There  is  no  return  of  private 
schools  in  Boston. 

The  abstract  forms  an  8vo  volume  of  300  pages, 
and  it  embraces  a summary  of  the  returns  from 
each  of  the  294  towns. — Boston  Patriot. 

Texan  lands.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the 
proclamation  alluded  to  in  the  last  “Register.” 
PROCLAMATION. 

Republic  of  Texas — executive  department, 
Houston,  Dec.  'lath,  1837. 

Whereas,  there  are  various  reasons  inducing  me, 
as  the  executive  of  this  republic,  to  issue  the  fol- 
lowing proclamation.  Be  it  known  that  I,  Samuel 
Houston,  president  of  the  republic  aforesaid,  by  the 
authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  ordairi  and  de- 
clare, that  all  agents  of  this  republic  authorized  to 
sell  land  scrip,  are  hereby  recalled  and  their  pow- 
ers revoked;  that  hereafter  no  land  scrip  is  to  be 


sold  for  less  than  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  acre; 
and  that  when  such  scrip  be  sold,  the  money  is  to 
be  placed  in  specie  paying  banks,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  sale 
attested  by  the  cashier  of  such  banks;  that  hereaf- 
ter no  money  will  be  received  for  any  debts  or  due3 
payable  to  this  republic,  either  for  customs  or  taxes, 
except  prommissory  notes  of  the  government,  gold 
or  silver;  that  all  land  scrip  sold  on  credit  hereto- 
fore, must  be  returned,  and  the  land  relinquished 
and  cancelled,  as  no  agents  are  ever  authorized  to 
sell  on  credit,  but  positively  and  expressly  limited 
to  sell  only  for  cash. 

C aat  S Done  at  the  city  of  Houston,  twenty- 
< seal.  > fifth  day  of  December,  1837,  and  in  the 
l ) year  of  the  independence  of  the  repub- 
lic, the  second.  Samuel  Houston. 

R.  A.  Iron,  secretary  of  state. 

Important  law  decision.  An  application 
was,  some  time  since,  made  to  the  hon.  John  R. 
Jones,  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  to  take  testimony  to  show  that  the  United 
States  bank  had  violated  its  charter  by  iefusing  to 
pay  its  notes  on  demand.  Upon  the  return  of  the 
citation  the  counsel  for  the  bank  contended  that  the 
applicant  (Mr.  Charles  Kuhn)  had  no  right  to  this 
procedure,  inasmuch  as  the  bank  had  fully  paid 
him  in  gold,  with  twelve  per  cent,  interest,  the 
amount  of  the  notes  held  by  him,  payment  of  which 
had  been  refused;  and  secondly,  that  the  application 
only  alleged  one  refusal  by  the  bank,  and  the  act  of 
assembly  contemplated  a second  demand  and  refu- 
sal. These  positions  were  contested  by  Mr.  Kuhn’s 
counsel,  who  further  argued  that  the  judge  had  no 
right  to  entertain  these  objections,  his  duty  being 
merely  ministerial  in  the  matter,  and  not judicial.  His 
honor  judge  Jones,  yesterday,  delivered  his  opinion 
at  length,  and  with  great  perspicuity,  denying  to 
the  applicant  the  right  to  make  the  proof,  and  de- 
ciding— 1st.  That  the  duties  of  the  judge,  as  di- 
rected by  the  act  of  assembly,  were  judicial,  and 
not  merely  ministerial.  2d.  That  as  Mr.  Kuhn  had 
been  paid,  and  the  notes  had  been  surrendered  to 
the  bank,  he  was  not  the  owner  and  proprietor,  and 
no  other  had  the  right  to  proceed.  And,  3d.  That 
the  act  of  assembly  contemplated  a second  demand 
and  refusal,  which  had  not  been  made  in  this  case. 
For  these  reasons,  the  application  was  denied. 

We  understand  that  another  (similar)  application 
had  been  made  to  judge  King. 

[ Phil . Amer.  Sentinel, 

NEW  YORK  AND  CANADA. 

The  following  special  message  was  transmitted 
by  governor  Marcy  to  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  on  the  2d  instant,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  a joint,  committee,  which  made  the  report 
inserted  below: 

To  the  legislature: 

I received  last  evening,  after  my  annual  message 
was  prepared,  information  of  an  occurrence  which 
I hasten  to  communicate  to  you. 

The  territory  of  this  state  has  been  invaded  and 
some  of  our  citizens  murdered,  by  an  armed  force 
from  the  province  of  Upper  Canada. 

By  the  documents  accompanying  this  communi- 
cation, it  will  be  perceived  that  the  steamboat  Car- 
oline, owned  by  one  of  our  citizens,  while  lying  at 
Schlosser  on  the  Niagara  river  within  the  limits  of 
this  state,  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  December 
last,  was  forcibly  seized  by  a party  of  seventy  or 
eighty  armed  men  in  boats  which  came  from,  and 
returned  to,  the  Canadian  shore.  The  crew  and 
other  persons  in  this  steamboat,  amounting  to  thir- 
ty-three, were  suddenly  attacked  at  midnight,  after 
they  had  retired  to  repose,  and  probably  more  than 
one  third  of  them  wantonly  massacred.  The  boat 
was  detached  from  the  wharf  to  which  it  had  been 
secured,  set  on  fire,  taken  into  the  middle  of  the 
river,  and  by  the  force  of  the  current  carried  over 
the  Niagara  Falls.  Tu'elve  of  the  persons  who 
were  on  board  of  it  are  missing,  and  there  is  ground 
to  fear  that  they  were  killed  by  the  invaders  in  the 
attack  upon  it,  or  perished  in  its  descent  over  the 
cataract.  Of  those  who  escaped  from  the  boat  one 
was  killed  on  the  wharf,  and  several  others  were 
wounded. 

I am  warranted  in  assuring  you,  that  the  author- 
ities not  only  of  this  state,  but  of  the  United  States 
have  felt  an  anxious  solicitude  to  maintain  the  re- 
lations of  peace  and  strict  neutrality  with  the  Bri- 
tish provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  at  all 
times  since  the  commencement  of  the  civil  distur- 
bances therein,  and  have  in  all  respects  done  what 
was  incumbent  upon  them  to  do  to  sustain  these 
relations.  The  occurrence  to  which  I have  allu- 
ded, is  an  outrage  that  has  not  been  provoked  by 
any  act  done,  or  duty  neglected,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  this  state  or  of  the  union.  If  it  should 
appear  that  this  boat  was  intended  to  be  used  for 


the  purpose  of  keeping  up  an  intercourse  between 
this  state  and  Navy  Island,  which  is  now  held  by  an 
assemblage  of  persons  in  defiance  of  the  Canadian 
government,  this  circumstance  would  furnish  no 
justification  for  the  hostile  invasion  of  our  territo- 
ry and  the  destruction  of  the  lives  of  our  citizens. 

The  general  government  is  entrusted  with  the 
maintainance  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly take  the  necessary  steps  to  redress  the 
wrong  and  sustain  the  honor  of  the  country. 

Though  I have  received  no  oificial  information 
of  the  fact,  I have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
legal  authorities  of  this  state  have  taken  prompt 
and  efficient  means,  not  only  to  protect  our  soil 
from  further  invasion,  but  to  repress  our  retaliative 
measures  of  aggression  which  our  citizens  under 
the  impulse  of  deeply  excited  and  indignant  feel- 
ings, might  rashly  resolve  to  adopt;  and  that  the 
patriotic  militia  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of  the 
outrage  have  obeyed  with  alacrity  the  call  which 
has  been  made  upon  them  for  these  purposes. 

It  will  probably  be  necessary  for  this  state  to 
keep  a military  force  for  the  protection  of  our  citi- 
zens and  the  maintenance  of  peace,  until  an  op- 
portunity is  given  to  the  general  government  to  in- 
terpose with  its  power.  In  that  event,  I apprehend 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  provide  by  law 
for  tne  payment  and  maintenance  of  such  forces  as 
the  occasion  may  require. 

I shall  doubtless  receive  within  a short  time  of- 
ficial information  of  what  the  local  authorities  have 
done,  and  shall  be  better  enabled  to  form  an  opinion 
of  what  will  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  state 
to  preserve  our  rights  and  the  public  tranquillity. — 
I shall  then  communicate  further  with  you  on  the 
subject,  and  suggest  such  matters  in  relation  to  it 
as  may  require  your  consideration. 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

Albany,  January  2,  1838. 

Report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  governor’s  spe- 
cial message,  relative  to  the  outrage  at  Schlosser: 

The  select  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  two 
houses  ol  the  legislature  upon  the  special  message 
of  his  excellency  the  governor,  relating  to  the  re- 
cent attack  at  Schlosser  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
report:  That  immediately  after  their  appointment 
they  waited  upon  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
receive  his  views  and  wishes  in  reference  to  the 
matter  with  which  they  were  charged,  and  to  com- 
municate their  readiness  to  co-operate  with  him  in 
recommending  such  measures  as  he  might  deem 
necessary  to  secure  the  peace  ot  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, and  to  protect  the  sovereignty  and  people  of 
this  state,  at  all  times,  from  insult  and  aggression. 
At  the  instance  of  his  excellency  and  in  order  to 
act  with  a full  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of 
affairs  along  the  Canada  line,  the  committee  was 
induced  to  await  the  arrival  of  farther  information 
from  that  quarter. 

At  the  second  interview  of  your  committee  with 
his  excellency,  the  accounts  which,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  been  received  from  the  scene  of  action, 
were  of  so  favorable  and  pacific  a character,  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  excellency,  to  change  the  w hole 
aspect  of  affairs;  and  that  he  was  further  of  opinion, 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  there  was  no  im- 
mediate action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  joint 
committee;  adding,  that  the  interposition  of  the 
general  government  must  speedily  take  place,  and 
the  further  disposition  of  this  grave  affair  committed 
to  their  charge,  to  whom  it  more  properly  belong- 
ed. Your  committee,  accordingly,  from  the  consi- 
derations above  named,  have  taken  no  steps  in  the 
examination  of  the  subject  communicated  by  the 
special  message  of  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
the  legislature. 

They  beg  leave  further  to  state,  that  since  their 
last  interview  with  the  governor,  major  general 
Scott,  commanding  this  military  district,  anived  in 
this  city,  bearing  with  him  a requisition  on  the  go- 
vernor of  this  state,  from  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  a brigade  of  militia,  to  enforce  the 
laws  and  preserve  the  peace  and  neutrality  of  the 
country;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  had 
communicated  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  joint 
committee  his  intention  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  Niagara  frontier — being  of  opinion,  in  com- 
mon with  the  joint  committee,  that  his  presence 
there  might  aid  effectually  in  repressing  the  excite- 
ment of  the  people,  and  in  leading  back  the  public 
mind  to  safer  counsels;  and  might,  moreover,  ena- 
ble the  distinguished  officer  who  represents  the 
general  government,  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
president  of  the  U.  States  with  as  little  delay  and 
public  inconvenience  as  possible.  The  joint  com- 
mittee considered  it  their  duty,  in  pursuance  of  their 
appointment,  to  make  this  communication  to  their 
respective  houses,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
unahimous  disposition  of  its  members  to  sustain,  so 
far  as  depended  on  them,  the  executive  of  this 
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state,  in  any  measures  vvluch  he  should  think  pro- 
per to  suggest  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens, 
and  the  vindication  of  its  sovereignty. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDYVJD.  P.  LIVINGSTON, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

JOHN  A.  KING, 

Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  assembly. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the 

14 th  of  October,  1837,  in  relation  to  the  protection 

of  the  western  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  war,  December  30,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
in  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  western  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit 
the  accompanying  reports  of  the  chief  engineer 
and  the  acting  quartermaster  general,  together 
with  a report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  atfairs. 
That  expected  from  gen.  Gaines  will  be  sent  as  soon 
as  it  is  received. 

In  presenting  these  documents,  which  are  ably 
drawn  up,  and  contain  full  and  satisfactory  infor- 
mation on  all  the  topics  embraced  by  the  resolution, 

I might  have  considered  my  duty  fully  discharged, 
had  not  other  plans  been  previously  recommended, 
which  I regard  as  entirely  inefficient,  but  which 
have  received,  in  some  measure,  the  sanction  of 
congress.  A survey  has  been  directed  to  determine 
the  line  of  a road,  which  it  is  contemplated  shall 
extend  from  some  point  upon  the  Upper  Mississip- 
pi to  Red  river,  passing  west  of  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas; and  it  is  proposed  to  place  a cordon  of  tem- 
porary posts  of  ordinary  construction  along  it,  as  a 
sufficient  measure  for  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  congress, 
officers  have  been  appointed  to  perform  that  duty, 
and  upon  their  report  being  received,  measures  will 
be  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  of  con- 
gres  , unless,  upon  a deliberate  review  of  the  whole 
mat*  r .some  more  eligible  plan  of  defence  shall  be 
acVpted  My  own  opinion  has  been,  from  the  time 
J Irst  considered  the  subject,  that  such  a chain  of 
posts  strung  along  the  best  road  that  can  be  con- 
structed, furnished  with  all  the  means  to  operate, 
and  with  competent  garrisons  to  occupy  them,  is 
not  calculated  to  afford  that  protection  which  the 
border  states  have  a right  to  expect  from  the  go- 
vernment, nor  to  redeem  its  pledge  to  protect  the 
emigrant  tribes  from  the  savage  and  warlike  peo- 
ple that  surround  them.  The  only  possible  use  of 
such  a road  would  be  to  facilitate  occasional  com- 
munications between  the  posts  in  time  of  peace. 
Supplies  would  not  be  transported  along  it,  for  they 
must  be  brought  from  the  interior.  Succors  could 
not  reach  the  posts  by  that  direction,  for  they  would 
be  furnished  by  the  militia  within  the  line;  and  any 
attempt  to  concentrate  the  forces  composing  the 
garrisons  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak,  would  proba- 
bly be  attended  with  disastrous  consequences;  for 
the  troops,  wtiose  route  must  be  well  known, 
would  be  exposed  to  be  attacked  and  destroyed  in 
detail.  The  enemy,  having  nothing  to  dread  on 
their  flanks  or  rear,  might  approach  this  road  with- 
out risk,  and  attack  the  detatchment  on  their  line 
of  march,  before  they  could  concentrate  their  forces 
so  as  to  offer  an  effectual  resistance. 

After  ma'ure  reflection,  I am  of  opinion  that  mili- 
tary posts  ought  to  be  established  and  kept  up 
within  the  Indian  territory,  in  such  positions  as  to 
maintain  peace  among  the  Indians,  and  protect  the 
e ni  ; ra . 1 1 and  fe  >bljr  iribes  against  the  stronger  and 
more  warlike  nations  that  surround  them;  which 
the  United  States  are  bound  to  do  by  treaty  stipu- 
lations. To  withdraw  those  which  now  exist 
there  would  be  to  violate  our  faith,  as  there  is  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  it  would  be  the  signal  of 
war.  Persons  well  acquainted  with  that  country 
assure  us  that  war  would  break  out  among  the 
Indians  “just  so  soon  as  the  troops  are  removed 
from  those  posts;”  and  all  accounts  from  that  quar- 
ter confirm  that  impression. 

Independently  of  the  military  protection  which 
the  existence  of  these  posts  in  the  interior  of  the 
Indian  country  afford  to  the  emigrating  tribes,  and 
the  good  they  are  calculated  to  effect  by  the  bene- 
ficial influence  the  officers  are  enabled  to  exert 
over  the  surrounding  Indians,  they  more  effectually 
cover  and  protect  the  frontier  than  ten  times  the 
number  ot  fortresses,  strung  along  in  one  line, 
could  do. 

With  the  very  limited  knowledge  of  that  country  as 
yet  in  possession  of  this  department,  it  appears  to  me 
that  six  orseven  permanent  exterior  posts  would  be 
sufficient  to  preserve  the  peace  of  that  frontier.  It 
will  be  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  to  establish,  at 
convenient  points,  an  interior  line  of  posts,  to 
•erve  as  places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  in 
periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  until  the  militia 


can  inarch  to  their  succor  from  the  interior,  and 
the  troops  be  put  in  motion  upon  the  rear  of  the 
invaders.  Eight  of  these  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient, from  which  patrols  might  be  kept  up  along 
the  frontier  to  enforce  the  intercourse  laws.  Both 
descriptions  of  forts  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  be 
defended  by  a small  garrison,  and  in  a manner  that 
each  part  may  be  successfully  maintained  against  a 
very  superior  force,  both  during  the  time  the  whole 
is  being  completed,  and  in  the  event  of  any  portion 
of  it  being  burnt  or  destroyed.  This  arrangement 
would  require  the  establishment  of  a few  depots  of 
arms  and  supplies,  from  which  communications 
should  be  opened  to  the  posts.  The  accompanying 
skeleton  map  presents  a view  of  the  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  posts  and  depots,  and  of  the  communi- 
cations from  them  to  the  line  of  defence  for  the 
speedy  transportation  of  succors  and  supplies.  A 
regular  force  of  five  thousand  men  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  garrison  these  posts,  and  with  a competent 
reserve  at  Jefferson  barracks,  and  an  effective  force 
at  Baton  Rouge,  would,  I think,  both  insure  the 
safety  of  the  western  frontier,  and  enable  the  go- 
vernment to  fulfil  all  its  treaty  stipulations,  and 
preserve  its  faith  with  the  Indians.  I would  re- 
commend, as  an  important  auxiliary  to  this  system 
of  defence,  the  organization  of  an  efficient  volun- 
teer force,  to  be  raised  in  each  of  the  frontier  states; 
the  men  to  be  mustered  into  service  for  a certain 
term  of  time,  the  officers  to  be  appointed  according 
to  their  state  law's,  and  to  be  instructed  a certain 
number  of  days  in  each  year  by  the  regular  officers 
of  the  United  States  army  at  the  posts  wilbin  the 
states,  and  to  receive  pay  during  that  period.  In 
this  manner  an  efficient  corps  of  officers  may  be 
created,  and  a body  of  volunteers  be  at  hand  to 
march  to  the  succor  of  the  border  settlers  and  repel 
the  invaders,  whenever  they  are  called  upon  by  the 
proper  authority. 

I venture  to  hope,  if  these  measures  are  adopted 
by  congress,  and  carried  into  effect  at  an  early  day, 
so  as  to  anticipate  any  hostile  movement  of  the  In- 
dians, peace  will  be  preserved  on  our  western 
borders;  but  if  they  should,  unfortunately,  be  delay- 
ed until  the  discontent  which  exists  among  many 
of  the  tribes  breaks  out  into  open  hostility,  and  the 
first  movements  of  that  wild  and  warlike  people 
prove  successful,  as  they  infallibly  wmuld  do  in  our 
present  unprepared  state,  it  might  require  double 
the  force,  and  quadruple  the  means,  I have  here  in- 
dicated, to  restore  and  preserve  peace  along  that  ex- 
tended frontier. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J-  It  POINSETT. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  president  of  the  senate. 

Engineer  department,  October  31,  1837. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  a project  for 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the  11th  instant, 
on  that  subject.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re- 
spectfully, sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  GRATIOT. 

The  hon.  J.  R Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

Project  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  bounded,  as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  at  the  month  of  the  Sabine  river,  on 
the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  running  up  said  river  to  its 
intersection  with  the  meridianal  territorial  line; 
thence  along  this  line  by  Texas,  to  its  junction 
with  the  Red  river;  thence  along  the  western  boun 
dary  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Kansas;  thence  up  the  Missouri  rivtr,  to  its  union 
with  the  north  boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri; 
and  thence  following  the  external  line  of  the  terri- 
tory over  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guished, to  Lake  Superior,  bv  the  country  to  which 
the  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi  have  been  remov- 
ed, and  which  is  in  part  still  occupied  by  abori- 
gines. 

This  line,  the  development  of  which  cannot  he 
precisely  stated,  but  which  is  not  short  of  2,000 
miles,  will,  on  account  of  the  physical  nature  of  the 
country  it  crosses,  and  the  relations  to  be  entertain- 
ed with  the  people  beyond  it,  be  divided  into  three 
sections,  for  each  of  which  a particular  system  of 
defence  ought  to  be  considered,  viz:  The  southern, 
embracing  Texas  on  two  sides;  the  middle,  from 
Red  river  to  the  Great  Platte;  and  the  northern, 
passing  through  the  regions  east  of  the  Missouri 
river,  and  north  of  the  Platte. 

First  section.  Texas  is  in  the  occupancy  of  a 
people  with  whom  the  United  States  entertain  the 
closest  relations  of  friendship,  which,  it  i3  believed, 
can  never  be  interrupted,  and  but  for  the  peculiar- 
ity of  her  position,  it,  reference  to  another  neighbor, 
and  the  fact  that  the  northern  frontier  of  her  terri- 
tory is  but  sparsely  settled,  and  consequently  una- 


ble to  resist  or  prevent  the  passage  of  an  Indian  wrnr 
party  on  its  way  lo  strike  at  our  people,  the  pre- 
sence of  a military  force  near  her  eastern  frontier, 
other  than  what  is  required  to  enforce  the  revenue 
laws,  would  hardly  be  needed.  Circumstanced  as 
she  is,  however,  both  as  regards  her  political  rela- 
tions, and  having  a large  numeral  force  of  Indians 
to  the  north,  whose  disposition  to  aggression  is  well 
understood,  the  occupancy  of  some  convenient  po- 
sitions within  striking  distance  of  the  lines  of  com- 
munication to  and  from  her  northern  frontier  is  ren- 
dered of  primary  necessity.  The  positions  to  be 
occupied,  and  the  force  at  each,  must  be  regulated 
by  circumstances  to  be  developed  by  time,  and  the 
knowledge  yet  to  be  acquired  of  the  country,  as  re- 
gards the  facilities  it  may  be  made  to  afford  for 
prompt  movements  and  easy  transportation  of  sup- 
plies. For  the  present,  the  force  should  be  limited 
to  what  seems  to  be  absolutely  wanted  to  maintain 
the  neutrality  of  our  territory  on  one  side,  and  on 
the  other  restrain  the  rising  disposition  of  the  In- 
dian hordes  further  north  from  breaking  out  into 
open  hostilities;  and  be  so  posted  as  to  be  able  to 
concentrate  at,  or  affoid  relief  to,  any  given  point, 
in  the  shortest  time.  Before,  however,  a system 
of  positions  and  communications  can  be  adopted 
with  any  certainty  of  attaining  those  indispensable 
conditions,  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  territo- 
rial line  should  be  carefully  examined  by  skilful 
topographers,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  points  of 
easiest  access,  and  the  best  location  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  posts  and  routes  of  communication, 
either  by  water  or  over  land.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  navigable  streams  tributary  to  the  Mississippi, 
from  which  the  principal  supplies  are  to  be  drawn, 
should  be  freed  of  their  obstructions  to  the  head  of 
navigation;  the  Sabine,  which  is  known  to  furnish 
a good  navigation,  should,  in  like  manner,  be  clear- 
ed; the  posts  of  Jesup  and  Tow'son  put  in  a stateof 
defence;  and  the  roads  leading  from  the  interior  of 
Louisiana  to  the  crossings  of  the  Sabine  be  also  put 
in  order.  These  preliminaries  being  accomplished, 
it  is  believed  the  frontier  along  this  section  could 
be  kept  quiet  by  the  presence  of  a moderate  force, 
not  to  exceed  three  regiments  of  infantry,  three 
companies  of  light  artillery,  and  eight  troops  of 
light  cavalry;  which  might  safely  be  reduced 
one  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  company  of  artil- 
lery, on  the  return  of  better  times  to  Texas.  This 
force  should  be  posted,  one  regiment  of  infantry 
and  one  company  of  artillery  at  Jesup;  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  four  troops  of  cavalry,  and  one 
company  of  artillery,  at  Towson,  which  post  will 
constitute  the  extreme  left  of  defence  lor  the  mid- 
dle division,  and  will  accordingly  be  again  advert- 
ed to;  and  the  remainder,  as  a reserve,  at  Baton 
Rouge,  from  which  point  it  could,  as  the  necessity 
of  the  moment  required,  be  transported  In  steameis, 
at  any  season  of  the  year,  in  two  days,  to  Natchi- 
toches, on  its  way  to  Jesup,  in  lour  to  Towson, 
and  in  about  the  same  time  to  the  crossing  of  the 
road  from  Natchitoches  to  Nacogdoches,  on  the  Sa- 
bine. 

And  if  at  any  time  the  service  of  this  reserve 
should  be  required  in  Arkansas,  it  could  be  landed 
opposite  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  where  the  nation- 
al road  towards  Little  Rock  begins,  in  (our  days  at 
most.  It  could  also  relieve  Mobile  and  Pensacola 
in  less  than  three. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  the  importance  of 
a strong  reserve  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  the  purposes 
of  prompt  relief,  is  made  manifest.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  position  should  not.  therefore,  be  over- 
looked in  maturing  a system  ot  frontier  protection. 

Second,  or  middle  section.  The  country  beyond 
this  line  is  mostly  elevated  and  lree  from  marshy 
ground;  is  abundantly  watered,  thinly  wooded, 
healthy,  and  has  been  assigned  lor  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  tribes  w hich  have  been,  or  are  to 
be,  removed  from  the  states  and  territories  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  still  occupied  by  the 
aborigines  originally  found  within  its  limits.  In 
number&they  count,  according  to  some  estimates, 
131,fl00^and  can  send  to  the  field  26.200  warriors. 
As  yet  no  community  of  feeling,  except  of  deep 
and  lasting  hatred  to  the  white  man,  and  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  anglo-A inericai  s,  exists  among 
them;  and,  unless  they  coalesce,  no  seiious  difficul- 
ty need  be  apprehended  from  them.  Not  so,  how- 
ever, should  they  be  induced  to  unite  for  purposes 
offensive  and  defensive:  their  strength  would  then 
become  apparent,  create  confidence,  and,  in  all 
probability,  induce  them  to  give  vent  to  their  long 
suppressed  desire  to  revenge  past  wrongs,  which 
is  restrained,  as  they  openly  and  freely  declare,  by 
fear  alone.  That  such  a union  will  be  formed,  at 
no  distant  day,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe; 
and  the  period  may  be  accelerated  by  their  grow- 
ing wants,  and  the  policy  ot  Mexico  to  annoy 
Texas,  and  raise  an  impenetrable  barrier  in  the 
direction  of  her  frontier. 
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In  consideration,  then,  ol  the  number  of  these 
people,  the  nature  of  the  country  they  possess  to 
operate  in,  the  extent  of  our  border  settlements 
and  their  defenceless  condition,  it  behooves  the 
United  States  to  take  timely  measures  to  give  per- 
manent security  to  that  frontier. 

This  desirable  object  can,  it  is  apprehended, 
alone  be  effected  by  the  intervention  of  a strong 
restraining  military  force,  judiciously  posted  both 
in  and  near  the  territory  of  the  Indian;  or  by  his 
ultimate  civilization,  and  its  attendant  division  and 
tenure  of  real  property  in  his  individual  right. — 
Until,  however,  the  latter  is  accomplished,  the  first 
must  be  applied  as  the  only  immediate  conservative. 
Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  the  next  ques- 
tions are:  What  shall  this  force  her  How  posted? 
And  what  auxiliary  lines  of  communication  should 

be  established  to  secure  to  it  the  means  of  supply, 

relief,  and  rapid  movement?  To  each  of  these,  an- 
swers will  briefly  be  attempted. 

1.  The  left  of  the  line  of  principal  positions  to 
be  occupied  on  this  division  of  the  frontier,  will,  as 
before  stated,  rest  on  the  Red  river  at  Towsou;  the 
stationary  and  auxiliary  force  for  which  is  put 
down  at  two  regiments  of  infantry,  two  companies 
of  artillery,  and  eight  troops  of  dragoons.  The 
next  and  most  important  position  to  be  occupied  is 
on  the  Arkansas,  below  the  Canadian;  and  this  is 
selected  because  of  its  commanding  influence  over 
the  country  in  front,  and  the  ease  with  which  lines 
of  communication  to  it  may  be  established,  by  roads 
from  the  interior  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and 
by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  main  river  and 
its  principal  tributaries  above.  This  position  is 
central,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  front  that  will  be  pre- 
sented by  the  most  numerous  and  warlike  tribes, 
which  have  been,  and  are  to  be  removed,  and  who 
are  known  to  entertain  enmity  to  our  people,  and 
consequently  require  the  presence  of  an  imposing 
force  to  hold  them  in  check.  This  force,  it  is 
thought,  should  not  be  less  than  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  one  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  two  com- 
panies of  light  artillery,  supported  by  two  reserves, 
one  posted  at  Little  Rock,  and  consisting  of  one 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  one  company  of  artillery; 
and  the  other  at  Jefferson  barracks,  consisting  of 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  two  companies  of 
artillery.  The  first  might,  as  occasion  required, 
be  pushed  either  up  the  Arkansas,  across  the  coun- 
try'- to  Towson,  or  to  any  other  point  on  the  fron- 
tier; and  the  second,  in  like  manner,  over  land  to- 
wards the  central  position  on  the  Arkansas,  or  to 
any  other  point  north,  as  far  as  the  Missouri  river; 
and  by  water,  during  the  navigable  seasons,  to  any 
part  Of  the  country  bordered  by  that  river.  This 
latter  reserve  could  also,  in  seven  days,  by  steam- 
ers, be  landed  at  Natchitoches,  and  in  five  at  St. 
Peter’s.  The  next  position  in  point  of  prominence 
and  importance  to  be  occupied,  and  which  will  be 
the  extreme  right  of  this  section,  is  on  the  Missou- 
ri, as  near  the  Great  Platte,  but  north  of  it,  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit.  The  object  to  be  fulfilled 
by  the  presence  of  a force  at  this  point,  is  mainly 
to  restrain  within  proper  bounds  the  aborigines  re- 
siding on  the  waters  of  the  latter  river,  and  those 
occupying  the  country  to  the  north,  and  prevent 
their  disturbing  the  quiet  secured  by  treaty  to  the 
tribes  farther  south;  and,  also,  in  connection  with 
the  force  planted  at  St.  Peter’s,  to  hold  in  check 
the  stationary  and  roving  tribes  that  occupy  the 
unceded  territory  between  the  Missouri  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers.  The  force  for  this  place  should  not 
be  less  than  one  regiment  of  infantry,  two  troops 
of  cavalry,  and  one  company  of  artillery;  making, 
in  the  aggregate,  for  the  middle  division,  a neces- 
sary force  of  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  and  eight  companies  of  artille- 
ry. This  force  includes  the  reserve  at  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  garrison  at  Towson. 

2.  In  addition  to  three  positions  already  designa- 
ted, there  should  be  established  subsidiary  stations, 
to  be  garrisoned  by  detachments  from  the  former, 
where  should  be  deposited  such  supplies  as  maybe 
necessary  for  the  troops  that  may  have  occasion  to 
visit  them  while  on  reconnoitering  excursions  or 
any  other  service.  The  selection  of  their  locality 
should  have  reference  to  the  facilities  with  which 
they  can  be  relieved  or  reached  from  the  interior, 
as  well  as  from  the  posts  on  either  side.  Two  of 
these  stations  ought  to  be  established  in  the  chain 
of  mountains  lying  between  the  Red  river  and  the 
Arkansas,  two  others  between  the  latter  river  and 
the  Kansas,  another  near  the  month  of  the  latter 
river,  and  another  between  it  and  the  Platte;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  deterring  incursions  south  of 
Towson  through  the  Texan  territory,  an  addition- 
al one,  to  be  garrisoned  from  the  reserve  at  Baton 
Rouge,  might  advantagpously  be  established  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Caddo  agency  or  Coats’  bluff, 
on  the  Red  river,  which  is  represented  as  a good 
site  for  the  object;  making,  altogether,  three  prin- 


I cipal  stations  and  six  lesser  ones  on  the  first  and 
l second  sections,  to  guard  against  Indian  aggres- 
sion. Each  of  these  should  be  provided  with  the 
requisite  number  of  quarters  for  officers  and  men, 

, store-rooms,  shops,  stables,  etc.  arranged  in  aquad- 
I rangiilar  or  any  other  form  required  by  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  good  de- 
; fence,  proper  ventilation,  and  easy  intercommuni- 
cation; the  whole  to  be  covered  by  lines  of  defence, 
which  must  be  determined  by  the  locality  and  the 
arms  employed;  a bastioned  square  or  higher  poly- 
gon, according  to  circumstances,  with  advanced 
I works,  is  recommended.  For  the  manner  of  dis- 
tributing the  quarters,  etc.  within  the  lines  of  de- 
fence, tile  plan  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  se- 
j cretaiy  of  war  in  March  last  is  referred  to.  To 
this  the  preference  is  given  over  a cantonment  in 
the  form  of  a hollow  square,  recommended  by 
I some  officers,  both  on  account  of  the  greater  com- 
1 pactness  it  admits  of  in  the  distribution  of  the  ac- 
| cominodation,  and  the  comparative  ease  with  which 
| such  on  arrangement  may  be  defended. 

When  it  can  be  done,  due  economy  and  a sense 
! of  greater  security  would  seem  to  require  that  all 
t buildings  planted  in  an  Indian  territory  should  he 
| constructed  of  imperishable  and  incombustible  ma- 
terials. 

3.  Lines  of  communication.  These  will  be  by 
water  and  ovei  land.  Those  by  water  will  be  up 
(he  Red,  Arkansas,  Maramec,  Missouri, and  Osage 
rivers;  and  those  over  land  will  he  found  traced  in 
carmine  on  the  accompanying  map,  (o  which  refe- 
rence is  made  for  their  number  and  direction,  as 
well  as  for  the  points  they  are  intended  to  connect, 
viz: 

First.  From  the  auxiliary  station  at  Little  Rock, 
where  an  arsenal  is  now  under  construction,  south- 
east along  the  right  bank  of  the  Arkansas,  to  the 
town  of  Napoleon,  at  its  mouth;  northeast  to  Mem- 
phis, opposite  which  a landing  in  Arkansas  is  es- 
tablished by  the  United  States  road,  which  begins 
at  that  point;  northeastwardly,  by  Jackson," St. 
Genevieve,  and  Herculaneum,  to  Jefferson  barracks, 
with  a branch  west  of  Big  river  to  the  same  point; 
north  of  the  Arkansas  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Canadian;  west  to  the  head  waters  of  Poteau  river, 
and  thence,  on  both  sides  of  this  stream,  to  the 
subsidiary  posts  planted  between  Red  and  Arkansas 
rivers;  and  snuthwestlo  Washington,  and  thence  to 
Towson  to  the  west,  and  Coats’s  bluff  to  the  south. 

Second.  From  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri, through 
the  populous  counties  of  Girardeau  and  Madison,  in 
that  state,  and  those  of  Carroll  and  Washington,  in 
Arkansas,  via  Talbot,  etc.  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Canadian. 

Third.  From  Jefferson  barracks,  north  of  the 
Missouri,  via  St.  Charles,  Chariton,  and  the  mouth 
of  Grand  river,  to  the  Platte;  south  of  the  Missouri, 
via  Jefferson  city,  mouth  of  the  Kansas,  or  arsenal 
in  its  vicinage,  subsidiary  post  on  the  great  Nema- 
haw,  to  the  Platte,  having  two  branches  at  Jefferson 
city,  one  running  north,  to  intersect  the  road  north 
of  tiie  Missouri,  and  the  other  to  the  subsidiary  post 
on  the  Osage  river;  and  southwest,  via  Rogerstown, 
alias  Bentonville,  (at  which  place  commences  the 
Missouri  state  road  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
state,)  to  the  mouth  of  the  Canadian,  having,  from 
Delaware  village,  a branch  to  first  subsidiary  post 
north  of  the  Arkansas.  Most  of  the  routes  for  the 
two  latter  states  are  already  established,  either  by 
the  United  States  or  the  state  within  which  they 
are  found. 

Fourth.  From  Coats’s  bluff,  in  Louisiana,  via 
the  point  where  the  boundary  line  strikes  the  Red 
river,  across  said  river,  to  intersect  the  road  from 
Washington;  thence  fo  Towson,  and  from  the  latter 
to  the  Platte,  through  the  chain  of  posts  recom- 
mended. It  is  firmly  believed  that  these  lines  of 
communication,  together  with  those  indicated  for 
the  first  division,  which  are  also  traced  in  carmine, 
will  afford,  in  conjunction  with  the  water  routes, 
when  perfected,  all  the  facilities  the  utmost  wants 
of  the  service  can  require  for  the  maintenance  of 
constant,  prompt,  and  easy  intercourse  with  the 
frontier.  Through  them  will  be  forwarded  the 
supplies  of  men,  provisions,  etc.  drawn  not  only 
from  the  states  within  which  they  lie,  but  also  from 
the  states  further  to  the  eastward;  and  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark,  also,  that  by  these  routes, 
despatch  will  be  given  to  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  from  each  of  the  stations,  which  is  an  impor- 
tant consideration  in  a military  sense,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  overlooked  when  the  propriety  of  es- 
| tablishing  these  or  other  military  routes  is  discussed. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  in  this  matter  should 
be  to  free  the  rivers  of  their  obstructions  to  the 
points  colored  in  blue  on  the  map.  The  improve- 
: ment  of  the  Bed  and  Arkansas  rivers  are  already 
authorized,  and  the  work  is  in  progress  of  execution; 
•and  for  the  other  rivers  provision  should  be  made 


the  moment  it  is  determined  to  use  them  a.s  chan- 
nels of  relief;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  a minute  ex- 
amination of  the  country  through  which  the  roads, 
or  such  of  them  as  may  be  adopted,  are  to  ] ass, 
should,  as  a preliminary,  be  required  of  the  officers 
to  be  charged  with  their  construction.  The  exam- 
ination, as  recommended  lor  the  1st  section,  should 
be  intrusted  to  none  but  skilful  topographers,  and 
should  embrace  a wide  range  of  country.  The 
roads  ought  to  be  opened  80  leet  wide,  have  a grade 
of  not  more  than  2?>°,  be  well  drained,  raised  in  the 
middle  at  least  six  inches,  and  bridged  across  the 
minor  streams.  The  opening,  grading,  and  bridg- 
ing of  these  roads  should  be  made  a military  duty. 
And,  in  conclusion,  it  may  be  w'ell  to  state,  that 
their  construction  is  the  more  necessary,  for  the 
reason  that  the  communications  cannot  be  kept  up 
at  all  times  by  the  Arkansas  or  Missouri,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  sufficient  water  in  the  first 
for  most  part  of  the  year,  and  the  interruption  in  the 
latter,  by  ice,  during  the  cold  months;  and  as  re- 
gards tlie  Maramec,  its  improvement  to  Big  Spring 
will  lessen  the  land  carriage  towards  the  Canadian 
more  than  one  hundred  miles:  hence  its  introduction 
as  one  of  the  avenues  of  communication. 

Third,  or  northern  section.  The  country  north  of 
the  territory  over  which  the  Indian  title  is  extin- 
guished is  occupied  from  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Mississippi  by  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies,  and 
Winnebagoes;  west  of  this  river,  to  the  Missouri, 
by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  Iowas,  and  Pottawatamies; 
and  north  of  these  tribes,  by  the  powerful  and  war- 
like Sioux;  and  west  of  the  Missouri,  but  north  of 
the  Platte,  by  the  Pawnees,  Ottoes,  Sioux,  Black- 
feet,  &c.;  numbering  in  the  aggregate  not  far  from 
201,000,  and  being  able  to  muster  40,200  warriors. 
But,  owing  to  the  remote  position  of  most  of  these 
tribes  from  our  setllemenls,  they  could  not  reach 
them  without  passing  through  the  lands  of  those 
who  have  been  removed  west.  No  serious  cause  of 
apprehension,  then,  can  exist  of  an  outbreak  from 
any  of  these  tribes,  singly  or  collectively;  should  it, 
however,  prove  otherwise,  the  United  States  will, 
whenever  they  choose,  be  able  to  bring  the  whole 
Sioux  force  (the  hereditary  and  irreconcilable  ene- 
my to  every  other  Indian)  to  bear  against  the  hos- 
tilities; or  vice  versa  should  our  difficulties  be  with 
the  latter;  and  the  suggestion  is  made,  whether 
prudence  does  not  require  that  those  hereditary 
feelings  should  not  rather  be  maintained  than  des- 
troyed, by  efforts  to  cultivate  a closer  union  be- 
tween those  people. 

The  only  important  station  for  this  section  is  at 
Fort  Sneliing,  near  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peters; 
and  it  is  believed  no  other  point  need  be  occupied 
lo  enforce  peace  between  the  tribes,  and  cause  our 
borders  to  be  respected.  A subsidiary  post  might, 
however,  be  established  at  Longue  Pointe,  or  Fond 
du  Lac,  on  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection to  our  traders  in  that  quarter;  and  a second 
one  could  also  advantageously  be  established  be- 
tween the  St.  Peter’s  and  the'  Platte,  as  a point  of 
rest  and  supply  to  detachments  passing  from  one 
river  to  the  other. 

The  communication  trom  St.  Peter’s  to  the  lake 
would  he  by  the  St.  Croix  and  Bois-brule;  and  that 
with  the  Platte  can  be  kept  up  over  land  without 
the  construction  of  roads,  as  the  country  is  highly 
favorable  in  its  natural  state  for  the  passage  of 
troops. 

The  force  to  be  planted  at  Sneliing  ought  to  con- 
sist of  one  regiment  of  infantry,  and  one  company 
of  artillery;  thus  making  an  aggregate  force  re- 
quired for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  against  In- 
dian aggression,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
neutrality  of  ourterritory  on  the  Texan  frontier,  of— 
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For  the  southern  section,  or  Texan  frontier  10  1 

For  the  middle  section  - - - 8 20  8 

For  the  northern  section  - - - - I 0 1 

10  20  10 

or  12.910  men,  computing  the  regiment  of  infantry 
and  dragoons  at  1,000  each,  and  the  artillery  at  940 
a small  force  compared  with  the  one  it  is  intended 
to  restrain.  This  force,  as  before  stated,  may  b* 
reduced,  on  the  return  of  quiet  to  Texas,  to  9 regi- 
ments of  infantry,  20  troops  of  cavalry,  and  9 com- 
panies of  artillery,  or  11,846. 

A plan  of  the  forts  to  be  constructed,  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  their  cost,  as  also  (bat  of  the  road* 
proposed  as  lines  of  communication,  would  be  sub- 
mitted but  for  the  press  of  other  occupations,  and 
the  want  of  sufficient  data  upon  which  to  ba*ethe«e 
estimate*. 
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For  the  proximate  distance  between  each  point 
and  the  inarches,  computed  at  fifteen  miles  for  the 
least,  and  twenty  miles  for  the  longest,  reference  is 
made  to  the  map,  on  which  they  are  w’ritten  in 
carmine. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

C.  GEATIOT. 

To  the  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 


TERRITORY  ON  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

On  Wednesday,  the  27th  u 1 1 . , the  speaker  laid 
before  the  house,  the  following  message  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 
I herewith  transmit  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  answer 
to  their  resolution  of  the  9th  October  last. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  26,  1837. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Dec.  23,  1837. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  9th  of  October  last,  requesting  the  president  to 
communicate  to  that  house,  “at  its  next  session,  so 
far  as  in  his  judgment  is  consistent  with  the  public 
interest,  whether  any  foreign  power,  or  the  subjects 
of  any  foreign  power,  have  possession  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  or  are  in  the  occupancy  of  the  same; 
and,  if  so,  in  what  way,  by  what  authority,  and  how 
long,  such  possession  or  occupancy  has  been  kept 
by  such  persons,”  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the 
president,  that  a trading  establishment,  called  “As- 
toria,” was  founded  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river  about  the  year  1811,  by  J.  J.  Astor,  of  New 
York;  that  his  interest  was  sold  to  the  British  North- 
west company  during  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain;  that  this  company 
held  it,  and  were  left  in  possession  at  the  time  the 
country  was  formerly  delivered  to  the  American 
commissioners;  and  that  this  company  afterwards 
united  with,  and  became  a part  of,  the  Hudson 
Bay  company,  under  that  name,  which  company, 
it  is  believed,  have,  from  the  period  of  such 
union,  occupied  the  post  in  question,  now  com- 
monly called  “Fort  George.”  The  Hudson  Bay 
company  have  also  several  depots  situated  on 
water  courses  in  the  interior  of  the  country;  the 
principal  one  is  at  Fort  Van  Couver,  on  the  north- 
ern bank  of  the  Columbia  river,  about  eighty,  or 
100  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is  known,  by  infor- 
mation recently  obtained,  that  the  English  compa- 
ny have  a steamboat  on  this  river,  and  that  they 
have  erected  a saw  mill,  and  are  cutting  timber  ori 
the  territory  claimed  by  the  United  States,  and  are 
shipping  it  in  considerable  quantities  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands. 

The  original  occupation  was  under  the  authority 
of  the  purchase  of  J.  J.  Astor’s  interest,  and  it  has 
been  continued  under  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tions of  1818  and  1827  with  Great  Britain.  By  the 
third  article  of  the  first  of  these  conventions,  it  is 
stipulated  that  the  territory  claimed  by  either  pow- 
er, westward  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  shall  be  free 
and  open  for  a term  of  years  to  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  both.  By  the  second  convention,  this 
stipulation  is  extended  and  continued  in  force  in- 
definitely; liable,  however,  to  be  annulled  at  any 
time  after  the  20th  of  October,  1828,  at  the  will  of 
either  party,  on  due  notice  of  twelve  months. 

Respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH 


CRUISE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  SHIP 
CONSTITUTION. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

By  a letter  from  Marseilles,  we  learn  that  the 
frigate  United  States,  capt.  Wilkinson,  reached 
there  on  the  18th  of  November,  having  on  board 
general  Cass,  minister  to  France,  his  family,  and 
suite.  They  arrived  at  Mahon  about  the  25th  of 
October,  in  the  Constitution,  and  performed  their 
quarantine  at  that  place.  They  then  embarked  on 
board  the  United  States,  and  arrived  at  Marseilles 
in  that  vessel. 

We  understand  from  our  correspondent  that  the 
cruise  of  the  Constitution  has  been  a most  interest- 
ing one  and  that  few  vessels  have  overpassed  along 
a greater  line  of  coast  in  the  same  time.  She  left 
Marseilles  the  beginning  of  May,  and  sailed  from 
there  to  Genoa,  where  she  touched;  thence  to  Leg- 
horn, where  the  party  landed,  and  proceeded 
through  Pisa,  Florence,  and  Sienna,  to  Rome,  ex- 
amining whatever  was  remarkable  in  that  most  in- 
teresting region.  In  the  latter  city  they  were  pre- 
sented to  the  pope,  whose  mild  and  unassuming 
manners  made  a very  favorable  impression  upon 
all  the  party.  From  Rome,  they  travelled  through 


the  Campagna,  the  seat  of  malaria  and  of  death, 
to  Civita  Vecchia,  and  there  re-embarked  on  board 
the  Constitution.  They  then  sailed  to  Palermo, 
passing  in  sight  of  the  Lipari  islands,  and  after 
remaining  three  days  at  the  former  place,  they 
sailed  round  the  western  end  of  Sicily,  coasting  the 
island,  and  having  a fine  view  of  the  ancient  city 
of  Agrigentum,  now  Girgenti,  and  of  its  celebrated 
ruins,  and  reached  Malta.  From  thence  they  sail- 
ed for  Greece,  and  passed  for  some  days  along  its 
shores  to  Athens,  where  they  landed.  Here  they 
were  gratified  with  excursions  in  all  direction's 
round  the  city,  particularly  to  the  bay  of  Salamis, 
and  with  a presentation  to  the  young  king  and 
queen.  From  thence  some  of  the  party  performed 
a journey  through  Eleusis,  across  the  mountains 
which  separated  Attica  and  Boeotia,  to  the  great 
plain  of  Thebes,  reaching  the  footofthe  mountains 
at  the  city  of  Platea,  memorable  for  the  defeat  of 
the  Persians.  Extensive  remains  of  this  city  yet 
exist,  which  were  explored,  as  well  as  the  site  of 
this  great  battle,  yet  easily  identified  by  the  little 
river  Asopus,  and  by  the  tumulus  in  which  the  dead 
were  buried.  From  thence  they  went  to  Leuctrise 
and  thence  to  the  ancient  city  of  Thessis,  one  of 
the  earliest  in  Greece,  and  thence  to  Thebes. 
Then  through  the  very  heart  of  the  country  by 
the  city  o(  Haliartus,  the  fountain  of  Lethe,  and 
the  field  of  Cheronaea,  to  Delphi,  and  thence  to 
the  Gulf  of  Corinth,  and  down  it  to  the  isthmus 
and  the  city,  and  also  to  the  city  of  Sicyon.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  isthmus  they  again  found  the 
vessel,  and  sailed  to  Cape  Colonna  and  Marathon, 
where  they  landed. 

From  here  they  proceeded  to  the  island  of  Tene- 
dos,  and  landed  on  the  plain  of  Troy,  where  they 
spent  the  4th  of  July.  They  then  sailed  up  the 
Dardanelles  into  the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  to  Con- 
stantinople, and  then  up  the  Bosphorus  to  the  Black 
sea.  The  plague  was  so  prevalent  here,  that  their 
time  and  excursions  were  very  much  limited. 
Hence  they  proceeded  to  Scio,  and  then  passing  the 
Grecian  Archipelago,  touching  at  Delos,  they  reach- 
ed Syra,  and  then  went  to  "Candia.  Thence  to 
Jaffa,  the  ancient  Joppa,  where  they  landed  and 
went  on  to  Jerusalem.  From  this  point  they  made 
several  excursions  to  Bethlehem,  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  the  tombs  of  the  kings  and  of  the  judges, 
to  Jericho,  the  Jordan,  and  the  Dead  sea,  and  other 
places;  and  after  a most  interesting  residence  of 
several  days,  they  departed,  and  travelled  by  Ra- 
ma, Beri,  Tablous,  (the  ancient  Samaria),  the 
plain  of  Esdraclon  and  Mount  Herrnon,  to  Naza- 
reth. Hence  by  Cana,  passing  near  the  foot  of 
Mount  Tabor,  and  near  the  scene  of  the  miracle 
of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  they  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Tiberias,  on  the  lake  of  Galiilee.  From  here,  along 
the  lake  shore  by  the  fountain  ofBethsaida,  and  the 
site  of  the  ancient  Capernaum,  and  leaving  to  their 
left  the  old  city  of  Saffad,  to  the  Jordan,  which 
they  crossed  at  Jacob’s  bridge.  They  found  this 
whole  region  had  suffered  exceedingly  from  an 
earthquake  the  preceding  winter,  Tiberias  and 
Saffad  having  been  utterly  destroyed.  They  con- 
tinued along  the  highlands  and  passed  immense 
numbers  of  Arabs,  encamped  in  the  patriarchal 
style  with  their  families  and  flocks.  They  esti- 
mated that  they  saw,  almost  at  one  view,  5,000 
camels.  They  arrived  at  Damascus,  and  then 
crossed  the  ridge  of  ancient  Lebanon  to  Balbec, 
and  the  range  of  Lebanon  to  the  cedars,  supposed 
by  many  to  be  the  remains  of  the  forest  from 
which  the  timber  for  Solomon’s  temple  was  taken. 
From  here  they  went  to  Tripoli  in  Syria,  and  re - 
embarked  and  sailed  for  Beirout.  Then  they  pass- 
ed along  the  coast  in  a boat,  for  the  greater  con- 
venience of  landing,  and  sailed  to  Sidon.  From 
there  they  made  an  excursion  into  the  ridges  of  Le- 
banon, to  visit  lady  Hester  Stanhope  and  the  einir 
prince  of  the  Druses.  They  were  received  with 
great  kindness  by  lady  Hester,  and  found  that  their 
character  as  Americans  was  a passport  to  her 
attention.  They  continued  on  to  the  country  of 
the  Druses,  and  were  very  hospitably  entertained, 
but  found  that  the  emir  was  unfortunately  absent. 
They  then  returned  and  sailed  to  Tyre,  and  then 
St.  Jean  d’Acre  and  Caiphas.  Here  they  ascended 
Mount  Carmel,  and  then,  taking  horses,  they  pro- 
ceeded along  the  coast,  through  the  magnificent 
ruins  of  Caesarea,  to  Jaffa,  where  they  again  found 
the  ship.  They  then  sailed  to  Egypt,  landed  at 
Alexandria,  were  presented  to  Mehemet  Ali,  passed 
along  the  canal,  entered  the  Nile,  (then  at  its 
height),  and  reached  Cairo.  Here  they  had  an  in- 
terview with  Ibrahim  Pacha,  examined  the  city,  and 
visited  the  site  of  Heliopolis,  or  On.  They  then 
went  up  to  the  pyramids  of  Saccara,  and  then  to 
the  great  pyramids  of’Ghizeh.  After  this  they  re- 
turned to  Alexandria,  and  sailed  for  Cyprus,  made 
an  excursion  into  the  interior  of  the  island,  and 
then  sailed  to  Mahon. 


Our  correspondent  informs  us  that  the  whole 
journey  was  performed  without  any  unfortunate 
accident. 


CANADIAN  FRONTIER. 

The  following  correspondence  was  among  the 
documents  transmitted  to  both  houses  of  congress, 
by  the  president  on  the  8th  inst. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  Nov.  28,  1837. 

Sir:  I am  informed  by  major  generai  sir  John 
Harvey,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  'of 
New  Brunswick,  that  her  majesty’s  43d  regiment 
of  light  infantry  is  under  orders  to  proceed  from 
that  province  to  the  province  of  Lower  Canada; 
and  that,  marching  by  the  route  of  the  Grand  Falls, 
and  the  Madawaska  settlement,  the  regiment  will 
cross  a part  of  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
two  countries. 

Sir  John  Harvey  has  requested  me  to  explain  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  de- 
sirous that  the  same  explanation  should  be  given, 
through  the  proper  channel,  to  the  government  of 
the  state  of  Maine,  that  this  movement  of  troops, 
which  will  prohably  take  place  in  the  first  week  of 
January,  is  in  no  way  whatever  connected  with 
any  recent  occurrences  in  the  disputed  territory; 
but  that  it  is  undertaken,  in  pursuance  of  superior 
orders,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  Bri- 
tish military  station  in  Lower  Canada. 

The  route  by  the  Grand  Falls  and  the  Mada- 
waska settlements  has  all  along  been  made  use  of 
for  the  transmission  of  the  post,  and  for  other  ordi- 
nary communications  between  the  two  provinces. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant,  H.  S.  FOX. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  2,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  apprising  me  that 
you  had  been  informed  by  major  general  sir  John 
Harvey,  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
that  her  majesty’s  43d  regiment  had  been  ordered 
td  proceed  to  Lower  Canada,  and  would  cross  a 
part  of  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two 
countries,  about  the  first  week  in  January,  and  that 
you  had  been  requested  by  sir  John  Harvey  to  ex- 
plain to  this  government,  and  through  the  proper 
channel  to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
that  this  movement  is  in  no  way  whatever  connect- 
ed with  any  recent  occurrences  in  the  disputed 
territory;  but  that  it  is  undertaken  in  pursuance 
of  superior  orders,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  reinforc- 
ing the  British  military  station  in  Bower  Canada. 

1 avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  governor  Dunlap. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
your  excellency,  the  copy  of  a note  addressed  to 
the  department  on  the  28th  ult.  by  the  British  mi- 
nister at  Washington,  with  the  view  of  explaining 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  through 
it  to  that  of  the  state  of  Maine,  an  intended  move- 
ment of  her  majesty’s  43d  regiment  of  light  in- 
fantry from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  to 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  which  will,  pro- 
bably, take  place  in  January  next,  through  that 
part  of  the  disputed  territory  on  our  northeastern 
frontier  over  which  the  British  mail  passes.  This 
explanation,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  made  to  the 
federal  government  by  the  request  ot  major  gene- 
ral sir  John  Harvey,  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  in  order  to  guard 
against  any  apprehension,  in  any  quarter,  of  the 
movement  referred  to,  of  British  troops;  and  it  is 
now  communicated  to  you,  in  accordance  with  his 
wish.  Although  the  necessity  of  explaining  a cir- 
cumstance so  little  likely  to  be  misapprehended  by 
the  government  or  people  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  individual  states,  is  not  apparent,  the  motive  of 
that  explanation  should  be  duly  appreciated. 

A printed  copy  of  the  president’s  annual  mes- 
sage to  congress,  delivered  to-day  at  12  M.  is  en- 
closed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  January  4,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  an  offi- 
cial despatch,  dated  the  23d  ultimo,  which  I have 
received  from  sir  Francis  Head,  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  Upper  Canada. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  contained  in  this 
despatch,  and  I lament  to  say  that  the  same  facts 
are  fully  and  notoriously  confirmed  by  information 
which  has  reached  me  through  various  other  chan- 
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nels,  that  a part  of  the  British  territory  of  Upper 
Canada  is  at  this  moment  actually  invaded,  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  disturbed,  and 
the  existence  of  the  provincial  government  threat- 
ened by  a formidable  body  of  armed  men,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  United  States,  furnished  with 
artillery  and  ammunition,  and  fully  equipped  for 
war.  These  piratical  invaders,  who  are  now  estab- 
lished at  a point  called  “Navy  Island,”  on  the 
Canadian  side  of  the  river  Niagara,  consist,  in 
part,  of  outlaws  who  had  lied  from  Upper  Canada 
after  the  suppression  of  the  late  partial  insur- 
rection; in  part  also  of  American  citizens,  and  of 
men  of  other  nations  who  have  been  recruited 
for  the  present  felonious  attempt  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  United  States.  They  are  commanded 
by  a native  American  of  the  name  of  Van  Rens- 
selaer. They  continue  openly  and  publicly  to 
procure,  from  a number  of  American  towns  near 
to  the  Canadian  frontier,  provisions,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  all  other  things  necessary  to  sustain 
their  criminal  enterprise.  The  strength  and  num- 
bers, and  means  of  violence,  are  daily  increasing, 
by  recruits  and  contributions  raised  within  the 
United  States,  in  defiance,  of  theknown  laws  of  the 
republic,  in  defiance,  also,  of  the  recorded  wishes 
and  feelings  of  all  respectable  classes  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  to  the  scandal  of  public  order  and 
good  neighborhood  between  peaceful  nations. 

I well  know  that  the  president  and  government 
of  the  United  States  do  equally  with  myself  deplore 
and  condemn  these  strange  and  unlawful  proceed- 
ings, which  threaten  no  less  a calamity  than  the 
waging  of  an  unprovoked  war,  by  a portion  of  the 
American  people,  against  a neighboring  portion  of 
her  majesty’s  subjects,  at  a time  when  the  two 
people  in  general,  and  their  government,  are  not 
only  united  in  peace,  but  are  studying  to  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  a happy  and  beneficial  intercourse,  and  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  national  affection  and  friend- 
ship. I feel,  therefore,  that  I am  doing  no  unfriend- 
ly act  in  pointing  out  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  facts  which  have  been  brought 
officially  to  my  knowledge,  showing  how  the  laws 
of  the  republic  are  transgressed,  and  the  wishes  of 
its  best  citizens  defied,  to  the  detriment  of  a friendly 
and  kindred  people;  and  I solemnly  appeal  to  the 
supreme  government  of  the  republic  promptly  to 
interpose  its  sovereign  authority  for  arresting  these 
disorders,  before  they  shall  have  produced  a train  of 
disasters  and  of  national  resentments,  which  it  is 
equally  the  devout  wish  of  both  governments  to 
avert. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect 
and  consideration,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  H.  S.  FOX. 

Lieutenant  governor  Head  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Government  house,  Toronto,  Upper  Canada, 
December  23, 1837. 

Sir:  It  is  my  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  apprizing 
your  excellency  that  the  peace  and  security  of  this 
province  are  at  this  moment  threatened,  and  that 
its  territory  is  actually  invaded,  by  a large  band  of 
American  citizens  from  Buffalo,  who  have  taken 
up  arin3,  and  established  themselves  in  a hostile 
manner  on  Navy  Island,  in  the  Niagara  river,  and 
within  the  territory  of  Upper  Canada. 

Your  excellency  has,  no  doubt,  learned  from  the 
public  papers  that,  in  consequence  of  the  insurrec- 
tion unhappily  commenced  in  Lower  Canada,  but 
which,  I have  reason  to  believe,  is  now  effectually 
suppressed,  an  attempt  as  rash  and  hopeless  as  it 
was  wicked  was  lately  made  by  three  or  four  hun- 
dred persons  in  this  vicinity  to  involve  this  province 
in  the  miseries  of  civil  war.  In  concert  with  this 
movement  an  endeavor  was  also  made  to  excite  the 
people  in  another  district  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  government.  Both  these  attempts  were  prompt- 
ly and  effectually  suppressed  by  the  loyal  militia  of 
this  province,  unaided  by  any  military  force.  Most 
of  the  deluded  persons  who  were  engaged  in  this 
rash  and  criminal  enterprise  have  surrendered 
themselves  or  been  taken;  but  the  principal  leader, 
William  Lyon  McKenzie,  and  some  of  the  most 
active  of  his  followers,  succeeded,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, in  making  their  escape  to  the  adjoining 
state  of  New  York. 

It  was  soon  reported  to  me  that  at  Buffalo,  to 
which  place  these  traitors  fled,  strong  symptoms 
were  shown  by  numbers  of  American  citizens  to  aid 
them  with  men  and  arms,  and  to  supply  them  with 
other  necessaries,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  make 
a hostile  invasion  of  this  province. 

That  the  public  authorities  in  Buffalo  and  the 
more  respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  would 
discountenance  such  proceedings,  I had  no  doubt; 
and  their  conduct  since  has  justified  that  expecta- 
tion; but  as  it  was  doubtful  how  far  they  might  be 
able  promptly  to  control  this  ebullition  of  hostile 
feeling  towards  a nation  with  which  the  United 


States  hold  the  strictest  relations  of  amity  and  peace, 

I immediately  addressed  a letter  to  his  excellency 
governor  Marcy,  at  Albany,  a copy  of  which  is 
herewith  sent. 

No  reply  to  this  has  yet  reached  me,  nor  do  I 
know  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  on  the 
part  of  the  American  government  at  Buffalo  to  re- 
press this  hostile  rising  of  their  people. 

Since  that  letter  was  written,  McKenzie  has  beep, 
joined  by  some  hundreds  of  American  citizens  from 
Buffalo  and  the  adjacent  villages,  and  they  have  es- 
tablished themselves  on  Navy  Island,  as  I have  be- 
fore mentioned,  with  artillery  and  arms  procured  in 
the  United  States. 

The  paper  printed  at  Buffalo,  which  I send  you, 
will  show  the  spirit  in  which  this  movement  is  urged 
forward. 

I am,  of  course,  taking  all  possible  means  to  re- 
pel invasion  and  insult,  and  I believe  that  in  a few 
days  a considerable  military  force  will  be  at  hand 
to  sustain  our  gallant  militia  in  this  extraordinary 
and  unlooked-for  conflict. 

I need  not  remark  to  your  excellency  how  unfair 
and  unjust  it  is  that  a rebellion,  which  within  this 
province,  was  so  insignificant  that  it  was  instantly 
crushed  by  the  civil  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
should  be  renewed  and  rendered  formidable  by  the 
direct  and  active  encouragement  of  the  American 
people;  and  that  during  the  existence,  not  merely  of 
peace,  but  of  the  most  friendly  relations  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  peaceful  population  of  this  province 
should  be  threatened  with  devastation  and  plunder, 
and  all  the  miseries  of  civil  war,  by  the  unjustifiable 
interference  of  American  citizens. 

Though  inhabiting  a remote  portion  of  the  British 
dominions,  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  feel  that 
they  may  rest  assured  of  being  ultimately  protect- 
ed by  the  whole  force  of  the  empire,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary. 

They  are  conscious,  also,  thatthey  deserve  kinder 
offices  at  the  hands  of  the  American  people,  and  I 
appeal  to  you,  in  their  name,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive of  their  sovereign,  to  urge  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  the  immediate  exertion 
of  military  force  to  suppress  a movement  of  their 
people  so  insulting  and  injurious  to  a neighboring 
nation,  and  which,  whatever  temporary  calamity  it 
may  inflict,  must  inevitably,  unless  promptly  check- 
ed, lead  to  a national  war,  in  which  any  wrongs 
committed  against  the  people  of  this  colony,  will, 
under  the  protection  of  a just  Providence,  be  amply 
redressed. 

I beg  your  excellency  will  not  fail  to  assure  the 
American  government  of  my  sincere  conviction 
that  the  facts  of  which  I complain  will  certainly 
meet  with  their  most  unqualified  reprobation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency’s  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

F.  B.  HEAD, 
Lieutenant  governor. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  January  5,  I83S. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  com- 
munication of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  official  de- 
spatch ofthe  23d  ult.  from  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Upper  Canada.  The  president,  to  whom  they 
were  immediately  submitted,  has  directed  me  to 
reply,  that  he  perceives  with  great  satisfaction  that 
you  are  duly  sensible,  not  only  of  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  this  government  in  relation  to  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  things  on  the  frontiers  of  the.  United 
States,  but  of  the  general  disposition  ofthe  people 
and  authorities  of  this  country  to  cultivate  and  ex- 
tend that  beneficial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
so  well  adapted  to  strengthen  the  existing  bonds  of 
national  affection  and  friendship  between  the  two 
nations. 

You  have  already  seen,  in  the  public  journals, 
the  efforts  that  have  been  made,  and  are  now  mak- 
ing, both  by  the  general  and  state  governments,  to 
prevent  any  of  our  misguided  citizens  from  inter- 
fering in  the  disturbances  of  the  neighboring  terri- 
tory of  the  Canadas.  I have  had  the  honor,  also, 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  other  measures  which 
are  in  progress  to  the  same  effect,  founded  upon 
the  information  received  from  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,  who  were  sent  to  the  frontiers  to 
prevent  violations  of  our  laws,  and  I now  repeat  to 
you  formally,  for  the  satisfaction  of  your  govern- 
ment, and  to  relieve  the  anxieties  of  the  authorities 
of  Upper  Canada,  that  all  the  constitutional  power 
vested  in  the  executive  will  be  exerted  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  those  laws  which  were  passed  to 
fulfil  ?the  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  all 
friendly  nations  who  may  be  unfortunately  engaged 
in  foreign  or  domestic  war. 

Assurances  to  that  effect,  to  the  authorities  of 
Upper  Canada,  may  be  given  in  the  strongest  terms; 
and  the  president  does  not  doubt  that  this  object, 


so  desirable  in  the  present  crisis  to  both  govern- 
ments, will  be  accomplished,  if  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles are  not  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  rashness  of 
persons  within  the  dominions  of  her  Britannic 
majesty,  who,  in  their  resentment  or  apprehensions, 
may  think  themselves  authorized  to  make  aggres- 
sions upon  the  United  States  for  injuries  committed 
by  individuals  who  are  violators  of  our  laws,  and 
who  escape  prosecution  and  punishment  under  a 
temporary  excitement  produced  by  the  events  on 
the  frontier,  and  by  the  menaces  directed  against 
our  own  people  by  some  of  her  majesty’s  imprudent 
subjects. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I have  the 
honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


SUBSTANCE  OF  THE  REMARKS  OF  MR. 

MENEFEE,  OF  KENTUCKY, 

On  the  reference  of  the  president’s  message  relating 

to  the  attack  on  the  Caroline.  Delivered  in  the 

house  of  representatives,  January,  1838. 

Mr.  Menefee,  on  rising,  observed  that  any  debate 
on  the  present  proposition,  which  was  merely  to 
refer  the  message  of  the  president  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees,  involving  a consideration  of  the 
merits  of  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  be  premature,  and  calculated  to  produce 
injury  without  the  possibility  of  any  corresponding 
good.  It  would,  he  was  sure,  have  been  impossible 
for  the  house  to  have  listened  to  the  debates  which 
have  thus  arisen,  unfortunately,  he  thought,  with- 
out at  least  a portion  of  the  surprise  and  regret 
with  which  they  had  inspired  him.  The  attack  on 
the  Caroline,  if  made  as  described,  may  warrant 
much  of  the  excitement  represented  as  now  pre- 
vailing amongst  the  people  of  New  York,  and  even 
justify  a deep  and  general  sensation  in  that  quarter. 
But  the  liability  of  transactions  of  this  sort  to  be 
perverted  and  exaggerated  on  the  one  hand,  whilst 
the  possible  circumstances  of  justification  or  pallia- 
tion on  the  other  are  suppressed,  must  admonish  us 
ofthe  hazard  of  founding  either  direct  legislation  or 
public  declarations  of  opinion  by  individuals  so 
nearly  connected  with  government  as  ourselves, 
upon  facts  which  have  so  recently  occurred,  and 
are  so  imperfectly  ascertained. 

Confining  ourselves  to  facts,  upon  the  existence 
of  which  there  is  no  dispute,  and  upon  which,  of 
course,  an  opinion  may  be  now  allowed,  it  is  sub- 
stantially acknowledged  by  our  government,  in  the 
message  ofthe  president  ofthe  5th  inst.,  his  letters 
to  the  executive  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  his 
proclamation,  and  in  his  instructions  to  the  law  of- 
ficers of  the  United  States,  that  our  citizens  on  the 
Canada  frontier  are  strongly  disposed  to  violate  their 
neutral  obligations  to  Great  Britain,  as  those  obli- 
gations are  recognized  by  this  government,  and  that 
movements  of  a hostile  character  were  already  made 
by  them  ; that  the  executive  is  incapable,  under  the 
existing  laws,  of  enforcing  these  obligations,  and 
therefore  appeals  to  congress  to  arm  him  with  the 
requisite  powers.  In  none  of  these  documents,  it 
will  be  perceived,  was  the  slightest  apprehension 
expressed  of  a violation  by  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  of  their  neutral  obligations  to  us.  The 
elements  of  mischief  were  admitted  to  be  confined 
exclusively  to  our  people,  and  every  measure  of  the 
evecutive  was  designed  for  their  repression. 

If  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  thus  violat- 
ed their  neutral  obligations,  that  of  itself  constitutes, 
on  every  principle,  an  offence  complete  against 
Great  Britain,  for  which  this  nation  is  responsible. 
It  is  of  no  avail,  in  ascertaining  the  existence  of  the 
offence  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  our  national  respon- 
sibility on  the  other,  that  those  violations  occurred 
without  the  instigation  or  countenance  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  even  in  violation  of  the  positive  muni- 
cipal laws  of  the  United  States.  As  between  fo- 
reign nations  and  this,  ours  is  answerable  if  it  fail  to 
enforce  an  observance  by  its  citizens  of  our  nation- 
al obligations.  Any  other  rule  would  render  neu- 
trality insecure,  and  the  maintenance  of  peace  be- 
tween contiguous  nations  difficult  if  not  impracti- 
cable, left,  as  it  thus  would  be,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
irritations  and  collisions  unavoidably  incident  to  a 
frontier.  It  is  national  responsibility  only,  which, 
by  exciting  the  vigilance  of  government  over  un- 
authorized acts  of  its  citizens,  can  check  and  repress 
this  spirit  and  thereby  avert  war.  Such  our  posi- 
tion, and  our  responsibilities,  as  already  acknow- 
ledged by  the  government. 

It  must  be  recollected,  sir,  that  a resort  to  arms, 
on  account  of  illegal  acts  of  the  citizen,  cannot  be 
considered  until  reparation  by  his  government  has 
been  demanded  and  refused. 

It  is  now  represented  that  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  have,  likewise,  in  the  case  of  the  Ca- 
roline, violated  their  neutral  obligations  to  us, 
under  circumstances  of  great  atrocity.  Still,  so  far 
as  appears,  it  was,  as  in  the  case  of  our  citizens,  an 
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illegal  and  unauthorized  act  of  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.  We  have  no  more  just  right  to  presume, 
in  the  absence  ot  the  fullest  proof  to  the  contrary, 
that  this  proceeding  of  British  subjects  was  instigat- 
ed, or  in  the  remotest  manner  countenanced,  by 
the  British,  authorities , than  would  their  government 
to  presume,  under  like  circumstances,  that  the  of- 
ficially acknowledged  aggressions  against  them  by 
our  citizens  was  the  deliberate  act  of  our  govern- 
ment. 

It  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  from  the  present 
state  of  our  information,  that  neutrality  has  been 
violated  and  wrong  done  by  the  people  of  both  na- 
tions. For  the  honor  of  ours,  I hope  it  may  ulti- 
mately appear  that  the  offence  of  our  people  has 
not  been  so  flagrant  as  that  of  the  opposite  side.— 
Yet  the  information  already  communicated  by  the 
executive  leaves  no  room  to  hope  that  the  first  ag- 
gressions did  not  proceed  from  us,  and  serve  as  a 
pretext,  though  I can  hardly  suppose  a justification, 
of  what  succeeded.  If  we  have  been  most  wronged, 
it  is  certain  that  Great  Britain  has  been  first 
wronged. 

Now,  in  the  midst  of  this  popular  ferment,  before 
the  governments  on  either  side  aie  implicated, 
does  not  every  consideration  recommend  self-pos- 
session and  wisdom  here?  The  right  of  individuals, 
and  even  nations,  to  sympathize  in  the  cause,  real 
or  imagined,  of  freedom,  is  not  contested ; but  it 
must  be  exercised  in  subserviency  to  justice  and 
law,  not  at  their  expense.  In  an  exigency  like 
this,  the  public  have  a right  to  look  to  congress  for 
a proper  tone  of  opinion.  It  must  be  expected  that 
the  lead  will  be  taken,  to  a great  extent,  by  this 
house,  the  proceeding  of  which  (our  debates  form- 
ing a part)  will  necessarily  be  regarded  with  pecu- 
liar interest  by  both  nations.  It  is  therefore,  I con-  i 
ceiv  , oi  the  highest  consequence  that  our  views, 
as  here  publicly  expressed,  should  rise  to  the  mag- 
nitude as  well  as  the  dignity  of  the  occasion  ; and 
that  the  subject  should  be  placed  at  once  beyond 
the  influence,  and,  if  possible,  the  suspicion  of  the 
influence,  of  passion  or  precipitation.  Not  that  I 
imagine  there  is  danger  of  war  with  Great  Britain  ; 
of  that,  gentlemen  may  dismiss  all  apprehension ; 
for,  sir,  there  will  be  no  war  over  these  border  coi- 
tions. To  imagine  such  an  event,  is  ridiculous 
and  absurd.  A course  of  intemperate  discussion 
here  may,  nevertheless,  greatly  embarrass  the  (wo 
governments,  by  inflaming  still  farther  the  public 
mind,  already  too  highly  excited.  But  it  will 
merely  embarrass ; for  war,  I repeat,  will  not  come. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  at  large,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  controversy,  into  the  numerous 
reasons  which  pronounce  such  a war  utterly  out  of 
the  question.  It  is  enough,  almost,  to  remember 
that  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  religions  and  mo- 
ral as  well  as  political  illumination  of  the  world, 
stand  opposed  to  war,  especially  between  highly 
civilized  Christian  nations.  The  advance  of  man- 
kind could  by  nothing  be  more  strikingly  illustrat- 
ed than  the  prevailing  aversion  and  abhorrence  with 
which  war  is  now  regarded,  except  in  the  last  de- 
plorable extremity,  as  the  only  means  of  securing 
repose  in  honorable  peace.  War  is  now  viewed  as 
but  an  instrument  of  peace.  In  this  condition  of 
the  world,  is  it  to  be  credited  that  the  two  nations 
foremost,  by  univeisal  acknowledgment,  in  the 
career  of  civilization,  religion,  liberty,  and  law,  can 
except  from  absolute  madness,  engage  in  the  bar- 
barities of  war  ? Why  should  they?  Is  it  not  ad- 
mitted, by  both,  that  war  is  the  last  dread  resort; 
not  to  be  adopted  till  every  peaceful  appeal  for 
justice  has  failed?  Has  such  failure  actually  occur- 
red? Has  either  evinced  an  intention  to  deny  to 
the  other  the  fullest  justice,  be  their  mutual  injuries 
what  they  may?  Who  can,  without  a blush,  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  such  an  intension  on  our  part 
possible?  Does  not  generosity,  then,  as  well  as 
justice,  require  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  presume 
that  a similar  desire  for  peace,  whilst  it  demands 
justice,  animates  the  government  of  Great  Britain? 

If  any  great  contested  principle  of  international 
law  or  national  rights  were  involved  in  the  existing 
difficulties  between  the  two  powers,  such  as  the 
right  of  search  on  the  high  seas,  or  of  impressment 
of  seamen,  as  claimed  and  exercised  by  Great  Bri- 
tain prior  to  the  war  of  1812,  their  repose,  and  pro- 
bably their  peace  might  be  disturbed  now,  as  then. 
These  were  principles  contested  by  us  from  the  first; 
and  presented  a case  where  peace  was  neither  se- 
cure nor  honorable,  so  long  as  the  pretensions  of 
Great  Britain  under  them  were  tolerated.  That 
war,  on  our  part,  was,  I never  doubted,  both  justi- 
fiable and  necessary.  That  justification  and  ne- 
cessity, however,  did  not  rest  on  a detached  aggres- 
sion on  an  acknowledged  right,  but  on  the  assertion 
by  Great  Britain,  T repeat,  of  principles,  with  the 
maintenance  of  which  she  deemed  her  existence  al- 
most to  be  identified,  but  which  our  honor  and  in- 
terests as  strongly  impelled  us  not  to  tolerate;  prin- 1 


ciples  which  would  have  authorized  her  to  follow  up 
her  aggressions  indefinitely,  as  to  repetition  and 
duration.  Granting,  ’n-reiore,  the  late  aggressions, 
on  either  side,  to  hav  t been  as  atrocious  as  the  ascer- 
tained facts  will  warrant,  or  as  the  imagination  of 
the  most  belligerent  there  can  paint,  still  there  is 
no  contested  principle  involved.  Neither  power 
claims,  or  ever  has  claimed,  the  right  to  violate,  in 
this  manner,  the  property,  or  lives,  or  territory,  of 
the  other.  Both,  on  the  contrary,  now  admit,  as 
they  always  have  done,  that  such  violations  are 
wrongs,  for  the  reparation  of  which  the  respective 
powers  are  liable.  All  the  principles  which  gov- 
ern the  present  difficulty  are  simple  and  admitted. 
It  is  but  a question  about  facts,  which,  when  as- 
certained and  reciprocally  presented,  are  disposed 
of  by  uncontested  principles  common  to  both  pow- 
ers. Can  either,  then,  I demand,  without  national 
reproach,  for  an  instant,  in  such  a case,  tolerate  the 
idea  that  a resort  to  arms  is  possible?  They  are 
holding  themselves  aloft  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth  as  the  patrons  and  champions  of  human  civ- 
ilization and  liberty  throughout  the  world.  The 
liberal  spirit  which  they  have  breathed,  and  are 
daily  breathing,  into  the  institutions  of  mankind,  1 
has  placed  them  already  far  beyond  all  others — and  I 
side  by  side — in  the  noble  work  of  advancing  the  ' 
high  destinies  of  our  race.  Extinguish  these  lights;  I 
or  turn  them  to  glare  on  each  other  in  barbarity  and  ' 
blood,  instead  of  shining  in  co-oppiation.  as  hereto- 
fore, lor  the  illumination  of  mankind;  and  can  the 
vision  of  any  be  so  confined  and  imperfect  as  not  to 
foresee  the  disasters  to  which  such  an  event  would 
expose  the  world;  or,  as  least,  all  it  contains  worth 
preserving — its  Christian  civilized  liberty. 

But,  sir,  I repeat,  we  shall  have  no  war  with 
Great  Britain.  Nations  under  such  high  responsi- 
bilities to  mankind,  dare  not  go  to  war  on  an  occa- 
sion like  this.  They  cannot,  without  a portion  of 
dishonor  and  disgrace,  encounter  and  breast,  as 
they  would  by  a war,  the  enlightened  and  liberal 
spirit  of  this  age,  which  their  own  efforts  and  ex- 
ample have  so  largely  contributed  to  produce,  and 
now  mainly  impel. 

Their  characters  and  positions,  in  other  respects, 
give  the  amplest  assurance  that  a resort  to  force  is 
not  now  to  be  expected.  No  two  separate  nations 
have,  perhaps,  ever  existed,  at  any  period  of  time, 
between  whom  has  prevailed,  of  what  is  valuable, 
so  much  that  is  common  to  both.  Language,  laws, 
religion,  ancestry,  historical  renown,  and  the  most 
intimate  relations  of  commerce  and  pervading  in- 
terchange of  capital  in  other  forms — all  conspire  to 
condemn  war  between  them  as  peculiarly  calamitous 
and  unnatural.  It  is  true,  as  I have  stated,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  war  has,  in  fact,  occurred 
between  them.  Yet  this  multitude  of  kindred  prin- 
ciples soon  triumphed  over  temporary  hostility, 
and  reunited  them,  as  the  necessities  of  their  rela- 
tive positions  ever  must,  as  the  high  priests  of  hu- 
man civilization  and  freedom.  They  defy  their 
destiny,  when  their  arms  are  turned  against  each 
other.  The  cause  of  human  nature  suffers  under 
every  blow  they  strike. 

Such  being  the  relative  positions  of  the  two  pow- 
ers, for  the  reasons  and  for  the  high  purposes  which 
I have  mentioned,  the  simple  fact  that  difficulties 
like  the  present  now  exist  must  strike  every  ob- 
server as  in  a high  degree  extraordinary.  Whence, 
then,  these  disturbances,  whilst  every  enlightened 
motive  is  against  them? 

It  was  admitted  by  the  president,  almost  in  terms, 
before  the  affair  of  the  Caroline,  that  our  citizens, 
by  the  violation  of  their  neutral  obligations,  were 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  two  nations;  and,  in 
effect,  that  retaliation  by  the  other  side  might  be 
provoked.  The  danger  was  alleged  by  him  to  pro- 
ceed, in  the  first  instance,  from  our  citizens,  and 
the  enactment  of  laws  recommended  to  restrain 
them ; treating  throughout  as  a domestic  cause  of 
difficulty  to  be  removed  by  domestic  measures. 
What,  I ask,  produced  this  lawless  spirit  amongst 
our  people?  For  in  that,  and  not  in  the  defenceless 
state  of  our  frontier,  or  in  the  seizure  of  the  Caro- 
line, lies  the  true  cause  of  this  emergency.  Pains, 

I know,  have  been  taken  in  this  debate,  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  to  cast  the  whole 
blame  upon  the  people,  to  the  entire  exoneration  of 
the  government;  a course  not  without  a late  prece- 
dent, from  the  same  quarter,  on  another  subject. 
This  condemnation  of  the  people  is  scarcely  less 
unjustthan  the  acquittal  of  the  government.  These 
errors  of  the  people,  (for  such  I readily  admit  them 
to  be)  find  their  palliation,  if  not  justification,  in 
the  antecedent  and  more  flagrant  wrongs  by  the 
government  itself  When  the  head  of  a govern- 
ment  like  ours  becomes  lawless  and  unjust,  upon 
whom,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  rests  the  blame,  if 
those  who  lived  under  that  government,  takingshel- 
ter  under  the  example,  are  infected  with  a similar 
soirit?  Is  not  the  influence  natural  and  unavoida- 


ble? Does  not  the  moral  condition,  in  many  res- 
spects,  of  our  people,  mournfully  attest  that  a law- 
less spirit  has  found  its  way  into  our  national  coun- 
cils? . To  all  whose  judgments,  and  affections,  and 
imaginations,  are  united  as  they  ought  to  be,  and 
as  I hope  mine  are,  in  devotion  to  their  country,  it 
is  a source  of  humiliation  and  pain  to  be  compelled 
to  arraign  their  government  in  a matter  so  delicate 
as  the  conduct  of  its  relations  towards  a foreign  na- 
tion. But,  sir,  there  is  a stage  in  the  progress  ofin- 
ternational  controversies  when  to  condemn  one’s 
own  government,  if  in  the  wrong,  is  not  only  be- 
coming the  citizen,  but  rises  into  a solemn  duty 
of  patriotism.  Not  to  do  so,  would  be  blindly  to 
sanction  and  follow  whithersoever  the  caprice,  am- 
bition, or  injustice,  of  weak  or  wicked  rulers  might 
lead.  The  voice  of  the  citizen,  exposing  and  de- 
nouncing pernicous  and  unjust  measures  towards 
other  nations,  should  be  raised  with  freedom  and 
constancy,  up  to  the  period  when  the  appeal  to 
arms  is  actually  made,  or  becomes  clearly  inevita- 
ble. Then  the  patriotic  citizen  adheres  to,  and 
maintains  to  the  utmost,  his  country,  right  or  wrong. 
Always  a delicate  ground,  it  is  peculiarly  so  from 
the  critical  relations  now  existing  between  this  go- 
vernment and  Mexico.  Considerations  of  national 
pride  might  even  now  restrain  the  expression  of 
sentiments  which  1 most  firmly  entertain,  were  not 
the  contending  nation,  Mexico,  whose  weakness, 
from  internal  dissensions,  is  so  generally  conceded 
that  nothing  I might  say  could  be  construed  into 
undue  concession  to  her  power.  And,  in  the  re- 
currence which  I shall  make  to  the  conduct  of  our 
government  towards  Mexico  during  the  Texas  re- 
volt, nothing  of  unfriendliness  or  disrespect  is  in- 
tended towards  the  new  republic  which  has  emerg- 
ed from  that  revolt.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  pio- 
found  wish  of  my  heart  that  its  political  institutions 
may  be  speedily  and  firmly  consolidated,  and  that 
its  civil  career  may  be  as  tranquil  and  properous  as 
its  military  has  been  striking  and  glorious. 

Now,  sir,  I extend  my  view7  beyond  what  has  re- 
cently transpired  on  the  Canada  frontier,  and,  in 
searching  for  the  real  causes  and  authors  of  this 
crisis,  recognize  them  in  the  conduct  of  our  own 
administration.  Them  I now  here  solemnly  ac- 
cuse, and  hold,  as  the  country  and  mankind  will, 
responsible,  to  the  last  degree,  for  every  conse- 
quence of  treasure,  or  blood,  or  fame,  to  which  the 
present  disturbances  may  lead;  as  fairly  and  natu- 
rally resulting  from  its  dishonorable  and  perfidious 
failure  to  enforce  our  neutral  and  express  treaty 
obligations  to  Mexico,  under  similar  circumstances 
of  provincial  revolt.  Whose  devotion  is  headlong 
enough  to  deny  the  shameless  supineness,  if  not 
positive  connivance  and  instigation,  displayed  by 
the  administration  over  the  most  audacious  and  re- 
iterated breaches  by  our  citizens  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  that  power? 

The  west  and  southwest,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Texas  revolt  to  our  recognition  of  its  inde- 
pendence, exhibited,  in  almost  every  city  and  vil- 
lage, the  aspect  of  a national  war.  Military  array 
in  no  concealed  form,  but  in  all  “the  pornp  and  cir- 
cumstance” of  war,  was  the  spectacle  of  every  day. 
The  agents  and  emissaries  of  Texas,  sensible  of  the 
gross  impropriety  and  illegality  of  raising  forces 
and  fitting  out  military  expeditions  against  a na- 
tion with  which  the  United  States  were  at  peace, 
sought,  at  first,  to  cover  their  operations  under  the 
pretext  of  embodying  emigrants,  whose  voluntary 
expatriation  the  government  wTas  supposed  to  have 
had  no  right  to  prohibit.  But,  sir,  emboldened  by 
impunity,  that  pretext,  as  troublesome,  w'as  soon 
laid  aside,  and  a direct  military  recruiting  for  the 
defence  of  Texas  openly  substituted.  Bodies  of 
men,  with  arms,  uniforms,  and  standards,  and  eve- 
ry quality  of  organized  military  force,  breathing 
war  and  vengeance  against  a friendly  pow'er,  were 
pubicly  displayed  in  the  heart  of  our  country  I 
Are  proofs  required?  The  representatives  on 
this  floor  from  that  section  of  the  union  are  my 
witnesses  to  attest  the  literal  truth  of  what  is  here 
declared. 

And  how,  sir,  was  all  this  met  by  the  administra- 
tion? Instructions  were  despatched  to  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  others,  an- 
nouncing the  existence  of  a state  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations,  and  enjoining  the  enforcement  of 
the  obligations  on  our  part  which  that  state  as  well 
as  treaty  imposed.  But  these  obligations  were  not 
enforced.  They  were  in  no  instance  attempted  to 
be  enforced.  Yet  all  this  the  administration  knew, 
and  knew  from  the  beginning;  and  tolerated  it, 
against,  as  I understand,  the  solemn  and  reiterated 
remonstrances  of  Mexico. 

Notwithstanding  this,  sir,  charity,  aided  by  a 
natural,  and  perhaps  just,  prepossession  in  favor  of 
one’s  own  country,  might  possibly  have  exculpated 
the  administration  of  the  infamy  of  unworthy  mo- 
tive, and  ascribed  to  inattention  and  remissness 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  27,  1838- CONGRESS. 


what,  to  Mexico,  was  equivalent  in  its  effects  to 
perfidy  and  dishonor.  But,  sir,  the  recent  action 
of  our  government  towards  another  power  under 
like  circumstances  strikes  away  every  remaining 
hope  of  reconciling  its  proceedings  towards  Mexi- 
co with  any  other  supposition  than  of  perfidy  and 
dishonor.  What,  1 demand  of  the  adherents  of  the 
administration  here,  has  been  its  recent  action  to- 
wards Great  Britain?  A province  of  hers  contigu- 
ous to  us,  as  in  the  case  of  Mexico,  is  in  a state  of 
revolt.  Instructions  are  issued,  enjoining  on  our 
law  officers  and  others  an  enforcement  of  the  neu- 
tral obligations  of  our  people,  as  in  the  case  of 
Mexico.  But  the  administration  does  not  stop  at 
that  point,  as  in  the  case  of  Mexico.  A solemn 
proclamation  is  published  by  the  president,  enjoin- 
ing on  our  citizens  the  sacred  observance  of  neu- 
trality, and  Warning  them  against  the  consequences 
of  disobedience,  in  addition  to  what  was  done  when 
Mexico  was  concerned.  Officers  of  government 
are  despatched  to  the  scene  of  the  disorders,  with 
special  instructions,  unknown  in  the  case  of  Mexi- 
co. Not  even  content  with  au  enforcement  of  the 
existing  law,  (not  one  clause  of  which  was  enforc- 
ed, or  in  good  faith  attempted  to  be  enforced,  when 
Mexico  was  concerned,)  (he  president,  by  a press- 
ing message  to  congress,  entreats  an  extension  of 
the  law  to  cases  not  now  embraced,  in  order  to  co- 
erce our  citizens  into  a more  effectual  respect  for 
their  obligations  to  Great  Britain  ; none  of  which 
occurred  when  Mexico  was  concerned.  All  which 
strikingly  commendable  zeal  for  maintaing  our 
neutral  duties,  when  Great  Britain  was  concerned, 
transpired,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  prior  to  the  af- 
fair of  the  Caroline. 

VVliv  this  prompt  and  energetic  action  when 
Great  Britain  is  concerned,  so  directly  opposite  to 
that  when  Mexico  was  concerned?  Is  not  peace  as 
sweet,  and  are  not  treaties  as  sacred  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other?  Is  our  measure  of  justice 
graduated  by  the  power  of  the  nations  to  whom  we 
administer  it?  Do  you  deny  to  the  weakness  of  an 
infant  and  distracted  republic,  what  you  grant,  with 
a haste  almost  indecent,  to  the  power  of  a great 
monarchy?  Do  you  reverse  the  principles  which 
govern  brave  and  magnanimous  nations?  True 
bravery,  sir,  exalts  itself  into  magnanimity  in  the 
intercourse  of  the  powerful  with  the  weak.  In 
proportion  to  the  weakness  of  Mexico,  should  have 
been  the  punctilious  observance  of  every  obligation 
we  owed  her.  Did  the  administration  avail  itself 
o'  that  very  weakness  to  disregard  all  its  obliga- 
tions? On  the  other  hand,  brave  nations  are  apt  to 
poise  themselves  when  in  collision  with  their  equals 
or  sti [Minors  in  power,  and  aie  prone,  from  fear  ot‘ 
P'e  imputation  of  undue  concession  to  power,  to  a 
slow  and  -tately  port.  Such  is  our  posture  towards 
Great  Britain,  the  power  of  whose  arms  and  the 
glory  of  whose  name  place  her  in  the  front  rank  of 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  She  is  our  peer.  With 
her,  when  nations  exact  justice,  they  must  also 
perform  it. 

In  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  regard  to 
Great  Britain,  to  which  I have  referred,  I rejoice 
to  recognize  a disposition  to  enforce,  in  good  faith, 
the  national  obligations.  But  how  humiliating  the 
contrast  between  the  treatment  which  the  two  na- 
tions respectively  received!  What  can  save  the 
national  honor  from  the  just  suspicion,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  of  the  government  having  done,  in  re- 
gard to  Great  Britain,  from  fear,  what  it  perfidi- 
ously omitted  to  do,  from  principle,  in  regard  to 
Mexico?  Yet,  sir,  as  no  nation  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  persist  in  a course  of  injustice,  I perceive,  in 
looking  to  the  ultimate  results  of  this  emergency, 
the  elements  of  remote  advantage  affecting  the 
national  character,  more  than  compensating  for 
any  immediate  mischief  it  may  occasion.  This 
last  precedent  of  faith  and  justice  will,  I trust,  ob- 
viate, to  some  extent,  the  evils  of  the  former  pre- 
cedent of  perfidy  and  injustice.  There  is  nothing 
dishonorable  in  doing  justice  to  Great  Britain — no 
thing  humiliating.  The  dishonor  and  humiliation 
consist  in  having  withheld  it  from  Mexico.  It  is 
better  for  our  youthful  nation  of  free  institutions, 
that  an  occasion  has  arisen  thus  early  to  reinstate 
its  character  by  rectifying  its  policy,  than,  after 
persisting  in  error  for  a series  of  years,  to  confess 
and  correct  it,  perhaps  after  fruitless  and  exhaust- 
ing contests. 

Am  I not  justified,  then,  in  maintaining  that, 
had  the  same  promptness  and  energy  been  dis- 
played by  the  government,  in  behalf  of  Mexico, 
whilst  her  province  was  in  revolt,  which  it  has  dis- 
played in  behalf  of  Great  Britain,  now  that  a pro- 
vince of  hers  is  in  that  state,  the  present  difficulties 
would,  in  human  probability,  not  have  exist  ’d? 
Would  not  our  citizens  have  been  taughtto  respect 
the  laws  and  their  duty,  instead  of  violating  both, 
under  the  impunity  which  like  conduct  towards 
Klexico  had  experienced?  Were  they  not,  by  the 


nrrvious  iw.vivnicfa  ui  tuc  gutci  iiuiciiv)  -’''u- 
stance  told  that  their  sympathy  (perhaps  commen- 
dable in  itself)  might,  without  irnpropiiety,  be  ex- 
ercised by  fighting  lor  others  the  battles  of  revolt? 
Did  they  not  thus,  in  the  first  instance,  thrust  them- 
selves into  this  Canadian  revolt,  with  scarcely  a 
suspicion  of  illegality? 

If,  sir,  the  indignation  of  mankind  could  fasten 
exclusively  on  the  administration,  by  whom  this 
pernicious  policy  has  been  practised,  I should  ex- 
perience the  less  sensibility:  it  might  sink  into 
quiet  infamy,  without  a tear  of  mine,  and  hardly  a 
regret  over  its  fall.  But  the  national  honor  is  im- 
plicated, and,  unfortunately,  tarnished  by  the  pro- 
cess which  has  infamized  the  hands  to  which  it 
was  committed. 

My  purpose,  sir,  in  rising,  was  not  to  discuss 
now  the  merits  of  the  subject  to  which  the  presi- 
dent’s message  immediately  relates;  but  to  offer 
my  opinion  of  the  principles  and  considerations  by 
which  the  two  powers  ought  to  be,  and  I think, 
must  be,  governed  in  its  adjustment;  and  to  avail 

myoclf  of  tho  oarlioot  occacion  that  prccontod  to 

recall  the  attention,  not  only  of  congress  and  the 
country,  but  of  the  administration  itself,  to  the  un- 
fortunate and  disastrous  policy  which  marked  our 
relations  with  Mexico  during  the  Texas  revolt;  to 
the  striking  contrast  it  exhibited  with  our  present 
policy  towards  Great  Britain;  to  the  expectation 
which  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  naturally  enter- 
tained, that,  as  tile  laws  and  their  obligations  were 
the  same,  the  course  of  the  administration  would  be 
the  same,  by  allowing  similar  impunity  to  similar 
violations;  to  the  precipitate  change  in  its  policy 
by  the  administration,  and  the  attempt  it  now 
makes  to  cast  the  whole  blame  on  citizens  whom 
it  has  substantially  betrayed  into  their  present  pro- 
ceedings ; arid  to  the  responsibility  of  the  adminis- 
tration for  whatever  of  outrage  has  occurred  on 
the  Canada  frontier,  either  by  or  against  our  peo- 
ple, arising  from  the  fair  operation  of  remote 
causes,  to  be  found  in  the  pernicious  example  it 
had  previously  set  in  regard  to  Mexico. 

Sir,  neither  nations  nor  individuals  can  be  too 
early  or  profoundly  penetrated  with  the  sentiment, 
that  inflexible  justice  to  others,  under  all  conceiva- 
ble circumstances,  is  their  true  glory  as  well  as  in- 
terest. An  immediate  and  temporary  advantage 
may  be  gained,  as  experience  has  shown,  by  its  vi- 
olation; but  experience  has  equally  shown  that, 
sooner  or  later,  in  some  form  or  other,  through  the 
wise  though  often  inscrutable  dispensations  of  a 
just  Providence,  retribution  will  come,  as  it  ought 
to.  The  application  of  that  sentiment  to  the  pre- 
sent conjuncture  is  simple  and  easy.  For  the  in- 
juries which  are  admitted  by  the  president  to  have 
been  done  Great  Britain  by  our  citizens,  we  must, 
in  proper  time  and  form,  afford  her  justice.  The 
attack  on  the  Caroline,  on  the  other  hand,  presents 
an  occasion  for  the  most  scrupulous  examination 
by  the  government  into  the  facts  of  that  transaction, 
which,  if  found  as  now  represented,  exhibits  an  ag- 
gression upon  us,  which  Great  Britain,  in  proper 
time  and  form,  must  redress.  And  that  this  recip- 
rocal justice  will  be  extended  by  both  powers,  who 
is  suthorized  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt? 

I must  be  allowed,  then,  to  express  my  utter  dis- 
sent from  any  attempt  which  may  be  here  made, 
either  by  the  friends  or  the  enemies  of  the  admin- 
istration, under  a state  of  information  admitted  to 
be  doubtful  and  imperfect,  on  grounds  of  acknow- 
ledged passion,  to  force  the  two  nations  into  false 
positions.  Let  us  display  calmness,  moderation, 
and  dignity,  which  are  not  only  consistent  with  a 
firm  and  inflexible  purpose  to  exact  the  most  scru- 
pulous justice,  but  afford  the  best  proof  of  a deter- 
mination to  do  so.  Yet  if,  after  all,  against  human 
expectation,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  shall, 
on  proper  application,  refuse  to  disavow  the  late 
aggression  of  her  subjects,  and  seasonably  redress 
it,  and  force  the  necessity  of  an  appeal  to  arms, 
our  present  power  and  past  history  leave  on  my 
mind  no  apprehensions  of  any  result  inconsistent 
with  the  national  glory,  and  th°  complete  vindica- 
tion of  a just  cause.  And  w hen  that  deplorable 
contingency  shall  arise,  it  will  be  seen  who  are 
foremost  to  vindicate  by  arms  the  violated  rights 
and  offended  honor  of  the  country — those  under 
whose  auspices  that  honor  has  been  stained,  by 
withholding  justice  from  an  infant  republic,  be- 
cause weak,  or  those  who  will  tolerate  no  denial  of 
justice  by  others,  because  they  deny  justice  to  none. 

I am  sensible.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I may  seem  to 
evince  an  unreasonable  solicitude  on  this  subject. 
I persuade  myself,  however,  that  I entertain  a sin- 
cere and  profound  devotion  to  the  preservation  of 
the  national  honor,  upon  principles  which  will  ever 
ensure,  at  the  hands  of  other  nations,  a scrupulous 
respect  for  our  national  rights.  If  our  internal  po- 
licy is  doomed  io  perpetual  vacillation,  amidst  the 
clouds  of  party  and  faction,  I trust  that  at  least  th« 


policy  which  governs  our  intercourse  w ith  foreign 
nations  may,  in  the  sight  of  all  mankind,  tower, 
like  the  mountain  peak,  above  the  region  ot  change 
or  cloud,  reposing  on  its  foundation,  notol  passion, 
or  rash  and  headlong  excitement,  with  their  floods 
and  sands,  or  short-sighted  temporary  expediency, 
but  the  everlasting  rock  of  undeviating  justice. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION SENATE. 

January  19.  After  several  petitions  and  reports 
had  been  presented,  which  shall  be  duly  noticed  in 
their  progress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in 
st.ructed  to  furnish  to  the  senale,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a 
list  of  all  the  articles  of  imported  merchandise  upon 
which  duties  are  assessed,  and  the  rate  of  duly  to  which 
each  is  liable  by  law. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  further  instructed  to  furnish, 
also,  as  perfect  a list  as  his  information  will  allow,  of 
the  articles  of  merchandise  admitted  to  entry  free  ot 
duty. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  following 

mntinn  frtr  f'onQiflprrjtinn* 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lar,ds  l)e  in- 
structed to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
the  state  of  Indiana  the  pre-emption  right  to  the  lands 
obtained  by  the  lale  treaty  with  the  Miami  Indians,  in 
that  state,  on  such  terms,  and  at  such  price,  as  shall  be 
just,  to  aid  the  state  in  her  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  the  senate,  a list  of  all  persons  and  corpora- 
tions appointed  pension  agents  under  the  act  of  20th 
April,  1836,  or  any  other  authority;  and  that  he  also 
communicate  copies  of  all  orders  given,  and  regula- 
tions prescribed  to  such  agents. 

The  unfavorable  reports  of  the  committee  on 
pensions,  in  the  cases  ol  Frances  Chandler,  John 
Howe,  Benjamin  Bancroft,  Isaac  Bates,  Catharine 
Mayfield,  Ann  E.  Criddenton  and  Robert  Mann 
were  considered  and  concurred  iu. 

The  petition  of  John  Forsyth,  heretofore  report- 
ed against,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  re- 
committed to  the  committee  on  claims. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (on  its  passage)  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claim 
of  the  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  claim 
and  of  the  bill,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Niles  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  re- 
quiring the  board  of  commission,  created  by  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  to  report  to  congress,  as 
soon  as  maybe,  the  facts  of  the  ease,  the  principles 
involved,  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  there  is 
any  thing  due,  and  if  so,  the  sum;  and  whether  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  pay  the  claim;  and  to 
report,  also,  the  ground  of  their  opinion;  (substan- 
tially the  same  motion  offered  heretofore  by  Mr. 
Hubbard  and  rejected.) 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  there  was  no  way 
for  the  senator  to  effect  his  object  but  by  a motion 
to  recommit  the  bill;  it  was  not  in  order  now  to 
amend  it.  He  trusted  the  senator  would  not  press 
it;  there  was  no  particle  of  danger,  notwithstand- 
ing the  parade  of  $ 35,000,000 , that  this  bill  would 
open  the  way  to  any  other  claim.  Mr.  C.  pro- 
ceeded to  present  proof  of  this,  and  argued  at  con- 
siderable length  in  favor  of  the  claim  and  the  bill, 
chiefly  in  reply  to  the  new  objections  which  had 
been  raised  against  it  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  moved  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions to  substitute  the  following  in  lieu  of  the 
2d  section,  [which  now  authorizes  a board  to  de- 
cide upon  the  case,  and  requires  the  payment  of 
whatever  they  shall  award:] 

Thatthe  board  created  by  the  first  section  of  this 
act  shall  report  to  congress,  as  soon  as  may  lie,  the 
facts  in  the  case,  and  the  principles  applicable  to 
such  facts,  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  there  is 
any  thing  due,  and  what  sum,  of  the  original  claim 
of  said  Richard  W.  Meade  against  Spain,  and  whe- 
ther in  law  and  equity  the  United  States  is  bound 
to  pay  said  claim  to  the  heirs  of  said  Meade  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  the 
claim  had  been  definitely  acted  on  and  allowed  by 
the  commissioners  mentioned  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  and  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  such 
opinion. 

Mr.  Buchanan  represented  the  great  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  senate  on  this  subject,  as  the  best 
possible  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which,  as  it 
stood,  would  authorize  a full  examination  by  a 
competent  tribunal. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  by  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Buchanan  against  it, 
the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hubbard’s  motion 
to  recommit,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cav- 
ton,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Robbia*, 
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Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Tipton,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker — 24. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Clay  made  a few  additional 
remarks  on  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  a point  of 
fact,  after  which,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote,  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
King,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Walker— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Pierce,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Tipton,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 16. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

January  22.  A number  of  petitions  from  indi- 
viduals praying  for  relief,  &c.  were  presented  and 
appropriately  referj»»J- — 

Abolition ' petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Swift,  Lyon,  Buchanan,  and  Morris. 

Mr.  Morris,  in  offering  his  petitions  on  slavery, 
said  these  petitioners  were  neither  incendiaries  nor 
fanatics;  that  they  were  from  all  the  counties  in  a 
line  from  the  northeast,  through  the  centre,  and  to 
the  southwest  extremity  of  Ohio.  He  wished  to 
know'  what  disposition  was  to  be  made  of  such  pe- 
titions under  the  resolutions  lately  adopted  by  the 
senate;  whether  any  new  course  was  to  be  taken; 
whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  received,  or 
to  be  returned  to  the  senator  offering  them;  and  he 
spoke  at  some  length  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Strange  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  senator  from  Ohio,  in  saying  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  neither  incendiaries  nor  fanatics;  but 
in  Mr.  S.’s  view  the  fact  of  their  signing  these  pe- 
titions proved  them  to  be  one  or  the  other.  If  the 
petitions  should  be  returned  to  the  senator,  he 
hoped  he  would  put  them  in  the  fire,  as  the  best 
disposition  that  could  be  made  of  them.  He  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  of  reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  wished  to  know  if  laying  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table  would  of  course  return  the  peti- 
tions to  the  hands  of  the  senator  from  Ohio.  He 
did  not  so  understand  it;  and  he  felt  unwilling  that 
the  agitation  on  this  subject  should  be  revived.  Pie 
was  desirous  that  the  business  of  the  session  should 
not  be  again  interrupted  by  it. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  laying  of  the  question 
of  reception  of  the  petitions  on  the  table  would 
leave  the  petitions  in  the  possession  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  senate,  from  whom  they  could  be  with- 
drawn only  in  the  usual  way,  by  permission  of  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  S. 
Morris  Wain  & Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 
remission  of  certain  duties  on  glass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  committee  on 
finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  on  the  subject 
of  substituting  German  silver  for  copper  coinage; 
and  a communication  from  the  director  of  the  mint 
thereon  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Zenas 
Wood;  and  reported,  with  an  amendment,  a bill  for 
the  importation  of  one  of  Napier’s  improved  print- 
ing presses,  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  bill  from  the 
house  of  representatives  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Beamish,  and  reported  the  house  bill  (No.  92)  for 
the  relief  of  Winthrop  Sears  and  others,  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, made  a report  on  the  petition  of  gen.  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  of  South  Carolina,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  bis  relief,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  rose  and  said,  that,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  a communication 
from  the  war  department  has  been  made,  and  has 
been  lying  on  your  table  for  a week  or  more  past, 
furnishing  copies  of  the  correspondence  held  with 
that  department  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of 
the  execution  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835. 

Mr.  Tipton  inquired  it  the  document  which  the 
senator  referred  to  was  the  memorial  of  John  Ross 
and  others,  presented  at  the  last  session,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  replied  that  it  was  not:  and  again 
explained  the  nature  of  the  document. 

My  object  (continued  Mr.  L.)  in  rising  at  this 
time  is  to  ask  for  the  printing  of  the  communica- 
tion referred  to,  together  with  the  accompanying 


correspondence.  Although  I have  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  fully  what  has  been  commu- 
nicated upon  this  subject,  I take  it  for  granted  that 
the  requirements  of  the  resolution  have  been  com- 
plied with;  and  if  so,  I deem  it  important  that  the 
senate  and  the  country  should,  without  delay,  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  information  communicated. 
The  importance  which  I attach  to  having  this  in- 
formation diffused,  arises  from  the  consideration 
that  it  will  tend  effectually  to  disabuse  the  minds 
of  those  who  labor  under  the  misapprehension 
which  has  been  created  by  Mr.  John  Ross  and  his 
associates,  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty  re- 
ferred to. 

While  Mr.  Ross  continues  to  protest  against  the 
validity  of  the  treaty,  and  is  remonstrating  to  every 
department  of  the  government  against  its  execu- 
tion, this  communication  will  show  that  the  govern- 
ment not  only  considers  the  treaty  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  but  has  steadily  progressed  in  its  exe- 
cution, and  that  the  treaty  has  actually,  to  a very 
great  extent,  been  already  executed.  That  much, 
very  much,  has  been  done  towards  the  execution  of 
the  treaty,  which  cannot  be  undone. 

With  me,  sir,  the  present  condition  of  the  Chero- 
kee people  is  a subject  of  great  solicitude.  In 
whatever  light  I may  be  viewed  here,  or  elsewhere, 
in  regard  to  my  feelings  and  policy  towards  this 
people,  I am  conscious  that  the  day  will  come,  and 
is  not  now  far  distant,  when  my  course  of  policy 
towmrds  this  people,  from  first  to  last,  will  receive 
the  general  approbation  of  all  those  who  are  well 
informed  on  the  subject.  At  this  moment,  sir, 
nothing  hinders  the  consummation  of  this  treaty 
with  the  Cherokee  people,  which  would  make  them 
not  only  comfortable,  but  place  within  their  reach 
the  means  of  making  them  the  most  independent 
and  best  provided  for  people  of  anv  community  in 
these  United  States,  but  the  opposition  of  Mr.  John 
Ross  and  his  associates,  aided  as  they  are  by  many 
influential  and  talented  individuals,  who  I am  forc- 
ed to  believe  are  laboring  under  great  misapprehen- 
sion in  regard  to  the  true  state  and  condition  of 
these  people,  and  the  impending  dangers  wdiich 
are  threatening  them  at  the  present  moment, 

This  treaty,  sir,  has  been  made  and  ratified  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  our  constitution.  It  was 
negotiated  with  a delegation  of  the  Cherokee  peo- 
ple, who,  in  point  of  intelligence,  patriotism,  edu- 
cation, morality  and  probity  of  character,  will  not 
only  bear  a fair  comparison  with  Mr.  Ross  and  his 
delegation,  now  perhaps  in  the  hearing  of  my  voice, 
but  they  would  gain  by  a comparison  with  any  de- 
legation of  the  aboriginal  race  who  have  ever  nego- 
tiated and  signed  a treaty  with  the  TTniW  Statoe. 

I have  seen  and  read,  sir,  Mr.  Ross’s  memorial, 
and  its  appendages,  to  the  present  congress,  which 
has  been  printed  by  the  other  branch  of  congress, 
and  laid  upon  our  tables.  In  that  memorial,  he 
greatly  derogates  from  the  character  and  impugns 
the  motives  of  the  individuals  who  negotiated  and 
signed  the  treaty  of  1835.  And  that  document  be- 
ing printed  and  circulated  by  order  of  one  branch 
of  congress,  I will  now  notify  the  senate  that  I have 
in  my  possession  a document,  written  by  Mr.  Elias 
Boudinot,  late  editor  of  the  Cherokee  Phrenix,  and 
one  of  the  principal  agents  who  negotiated  and 
signed  the  late  treaty  of  1835,  in  the  nature  of  a re- 
ply to  the  various  allegations  contained  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Mr.  Ross  herein  referred  to.  Mr.  Boudinot 
is  a man  of  education,  refinement,  probity,  and 
high  moral  sense  and  character,  and  has  at  all  times 
been  the  able  and  efficient  advocate  and  defender  of 
the  rights  of  his  people.  He  has  been  with  them 
in  their  six  troubles,  and  is  not  disposed  to  forsake 
them  in  their  seventh.  If  left  to  his  guidance,  he 
would  gently  lead  them  out  of  all  the  difficulties  by 
which  they  are  now  surrounded,  and  plant  them  in 
a land  of  excellent  promise.  Mr.  Boudinot  is  rrot 
only  a nominal  Cherokee;  he  is  identified  by  blood 
and  feeling  with  these  people,  having  but  little 
mixture  of  the  white  blood  in  his  veins. 

The  propriety  of  printingthe  communication  and 
reply  to  which  I have  adverted,  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  Cherokee  people  are  kept  in  a state  of  de- 
lusion and  misapprehension  in  regard  to  their  pre- 
sent condition.  They  unfortunately  believe  that 
Mr.  Ross  is  here,  doing  something  to  abrogate  or 
overturn  the  late  treaty,  and  no  doubt  many  of  them 
believe  that  no  valid  treaty  has  been  made.  This 
is  a ruinous  delusion  to  these  unfortunate  people, 
for  the  time  is  now  drawing  to  a close  when  they 
must  take  their  departure  for  their  new  homes  in 
the  west.  The  time  stipulated  for  their  final  de- 
parture is  in  May  next;  and  when  the  time  arrives, 
go  they  must;  no  power  can  abrogate  or  overturn 
this  treaty.  And  these  people,  instead  of  being  kept 
back  by  the  operations  of  Mr.  Ross,  ought  to  yield 
to  the  advice  of  better  friends,  who  stand  ready  to 
take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead  them  forth  to  their 
promised  land  of  rest,  where  I trust  these  unfortu- 


nate people  will  cease  to  be  troubled  by  the  white 
population.  Payments  have  been  made  under  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty  to  a very  large  amount. 
Nine-tenths  of  the  most  intelligent  and  wealthy 
Cherokees  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advanta- 
geous and  liberal  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  have 
become  recipients  under  its  provisions,  and  have 
gone  and  are  going  to  the  west.  The  only  difficul- 
ty is  with  the  ignorant  and  deluded,  who  are  still 
looking  to  the  operations  of  Mr.  Ross  and  his  dele- 
gation, who,  I understand,  still  remain  here,  and,  I 
am  informed,  are  writing  home  that  their  prospects 
are  encouraging.  Now,  every  one  here  very  well 
knows  that  this  treaty  will  be  executed;  but  these 
unfortunate  Cherokees  are  still  deluded  through 
the  channel  pointed  out. 

Mr.  Tipton  now  understood  the  document  to  which 
the  senator  from  Georgia  alluded,  and  he  was  highly 
in  favor  of  printing  it.  Not  understanding  at  first 
what  the  document  was  that  the  senator  wished  to 
print,  he  was  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the 
memorial  of  John  Ross,  whose  conduct  in  staying 
in  this  city,  and  writing  home  letters  to  his  people, 
to  induce  them  to  oppose  obstacles  in  the  w’ay  of  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  was  producing  the  most  in- 
jurious effects,  not  only  to  the  Cherokees  themselves 
but  to  the  government.  As  this  treaty  had  been 
executed  almost  entirely,  with  the  exception  only 
of  so  far  as  related  to  that  small  portion  of  the  tribe 
yet  adhering  to  John  Ross,  he  thought  it  highly  de- 
sirable that  the  document  should  be  published,  that 
the  country  might  properly  appreciate  its  beneficial 
tendencies,  that  the  pernicious  counsels  of  John 
Ross  might  be  counteracted,  and  that  it  might  be 
shown  to  the  world  at  large  that  the  government  was 
resolutely  determined,  mildly,  hut  firmly,  to  carry 
out  with  this  people  its  benevolent  policy  of  remov- 
ing them  from  their  present  dangerous  situation, 
without  which  it  is  impossible  the  race  can  be  pre- 
served. 

The  question  then  being  taken  on  printing  500 
extra  copies  of  the  communication  from  the  war 
department,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  considered,  and  adopted: 

Whereas  a memorial,  accompanied  by  various 
other  documents  of  a delegation  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  remonstrating  against  the  validity 
of  the  Cherokee  treat)'  of  1835,  has  been  printed 
by  order  of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  where- 
as said  memorial  and  documents  not  only  call  in 
question  the  validity  of  said  treaty,  but  greatly  dero- 
gate from  the  character,  and  impugn  the  motives,  of 
those  individuals  of  the  Cherokee  nation  who  ne- 
gotiator and  oignoct  said  treaty  on  the  part  ot  the 
nation: 

And  whereas,  Elias  Boudinot,  late  editor  of  the 
Cherokee  Phoenix,  and  one  of  the  principal  agents 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  who  negotiated  and  signed 
said  treaty,  has  written  a reply  to  the  various  alle- 
gations set  forth  in  the  memorial  referred  to:  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  re- 
ply of  Mr.  Boudinot  referred  to  be  published  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

A report  of  the  committee  on  commerce,  adverse 
to  the  memorial  of  the  New  York  pilots,  was  agreed 
to,  as  well  as  a report  of  the  committee  of  claims  on 
the  petition  of  Royal  Hopkins. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
persons  on  board  vessels  impelled  wholly  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee,  offered  a varie- 
ty of  amendments,  affecting  only  the  details  of  the 
bill,  and  not  in  any  very  important  particular. 

Mr.  Grundy,  in  offering  these  amendments,  stated 
the  extensive  and  minute  measures  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  committee  to  obtain  information  on 
the  subject;  a most  important  portion  of  which, 
from  masters  and  engineers  of  steamboats,  had  ar- 
rived since  the  bill  was  framed  by  the  committee. 
It  was  by  this  information  that  the  amendments  pro- 
posed had  been  suggested. 

Mr.  Sevier  movedAo  strike  out  the  11th  section 
of  the  bill,  requiring,  under  the  penalty  of  .$'200,  Ihe 
exhibition  of  two  lights  on  board  the  vessel  after- 
dark. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Sevier  and 
Mr.  Strange,  on  the  ground  that  either  the  discretion 
of  the  master,  or  the  ordinary  lights  from  the  win- 
dows, &c.  aboard  a boat,  were  always  sufficient,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Grundy,  Clayton,  Knight,  Nicho- 
las, Davis,  and  Rvggles,  as  at  times  highly  impor- 
tant, when  the  lights  in  the  boat  are  low,  and  espe- 
cially important,  as  the  two  lights  at  the  stem  and 
stern  would  furnish  the  means  of  determining  the 
direction  of  the  boat. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  this  section,  by  alter- 
ing it  so  as  to  require  that  every  boat  should  exhibit 
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one  or  more  signal  lights,  so  as  to  be  seen  from  other 
vessels  navigating  the  same  waters. 

Mr.  Ruggles  suggested  that  this  provision  should 
so  extend  to  vessels  on  the  coast  as  to  require  them 
to  exhibit  two  such  lights,  one  at  the  stern,  and  the 
other  at  the  bow  of  the  vessel. 

Mr.  Davis  thought  it  safest  to  leave  this  at  the 
discretion  of  ship  masters. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  was  adopted,  which 
put  aside  the  question  on  striking  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Smith  suggested  and  advocated  an  amend- 
ment to  the  lasCsection  of  the  bill,  inflicting  the 
highest  penalties  of  the  bill  (imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary)  for  steamboat  racing,  whether  lives 
should  be  lost  or  not.  He  also  suggested  that  no 
engineers  should  be  employed  but  such  as  are  ap- 
proved by  competent  examiners. 

Mr.  Grundy,  though  he  deemed  it  probably  suffi- 
cient to  punish  for  neglect  and  misconduct,  when 
disaster  should  actually  occur,  was  willing  to  admit 
a proper  amendment  in  regard  to  racing.  But  he 
thought  there  would  be  very  great  difficulty  in  de- 
termining what  might  amount  to  racing.  He  also 
believed  that  many  engineers,  entirely  competent 
in  practice,  would  not  bear  a scientific  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bayard  objected  to  the  weakness  of  two 
points  in  the  last  section.  1.  That  it  implicated  the 
misconduct  of  those  only  who  might  be  actually 
employed  in  navigating  the  boat;  and  2.  That  it  did 
not  regard  an  explosion  or  loss  of  life  as  prima  facie 
evidence  of  such  misconduct,  thus  leaving  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  under  the  circumstances  to  prove 
such  misconduct  when  it  should  occur. 

Mr.  Smith  olfered  an  amendment  to  the  last  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  impose  a fine  of  from  $100  to  $1,000 
for  racing  with  another  boat,  or  for  any  other  high 
misdemeanor  of  which  they  should  be  convicted, 
though  occasioning  no  loss  of  life. 

Mr.  Sevier  remarked  on  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
determining  what  W'ould  amount  to  racing,  and  on 
the  desire  of  passengers  generally  to  proceed  wdth 
expedition,  though  in  competition  with  another 
boat. 

Mr.  Smith  argued  that  the  question  might  easily 
be  determined  by  the  degree  of  the  force  employed, 
whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary.  He  believed 
racing  had  caused  three-fourths  of  the  whole  of 
steamboat  disasters. 

Mr.  Clayton  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  deciding  what 
racing  is.  He  deemed  it  sufficient  to  punish  when 
disaster  through  neglect,  &c.  should  actually  occur. 

Mr.  Smith  argued  the  importance  of  preventing 
actual  disaster,  and  urged  that  it  might  be  as  diffi- 
cult to  prove  misconduct  in  case  of  disaster,  as  of  no 
disaster,  resulting  therefrom. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Grundy  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment,  it  was  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crittenden, 
McKean,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives, Roane,  Robinson,  Rug- 

tles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Strange,  Tipton,  Wil- 
ams — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Sevier  Smith,  of  Conn.,  White,  Wright — 21. 

Mr.  Bayard  (in  pursuance  of  his  objection  as 
above,)  moved  to  modify  the  bill  so  as  to  extend  the 
penalty  of  misconduct  causing  loss  of  life  to  any 
person  on  board  the  boat  convicted  of  such  miscon- 
duct. This  amendment  prevailed. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  a supplementary  section,  re- 
quiring steamboats  to  have  aboard  a number  of  life- 
preservers,  equal  to  the  number  of  passengers,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  $500  for  every  trip,  without  be- 
ing so  provided. 

The  amendment  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  King,  as  attended  with  material  practi- 
cal difficulties,  and  it  was  lost  without  a division. 

Mr.  Niles  offered  an  amendment  requiring  every 
boat  to  have  an  experienced  and  skilful  engineer 
aboard,  in  default  of  which  the  owners  and  masters 
should  be  held  responsible  for  all  damage  arising 
from  such  default  to  property  and  persons,  and 
should  he  deemed  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  case  of 
loss  of  life.  On  this  amendment  there  appeared 
ayes  14,  noes  12,  (no  quorum.) 

Mr.  Morris  argued,  at  considerable  length,  that 
congress  have  not  the  power  to  enact  such  a provi- 
sion as  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Davis  having  remarked  that  such  power  had 
been  exercised  by  the  government  from  its  com- 
mencement, moved  an  adjournment,  and 
The  senate  adjourned. 

January  23.  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  addressed  the 
chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  Having  received,  some  days  ago, 
unquestionable  information  of  the  payment  of  fish- 
ing bounties  and  pensions  in  Massachusetts  in  bills 
of  the  Commonwealth  bank  of  the  city  of  Boston, 


by  which  payment  heavy  losses  had  been  sustain- 1 
ed  by  meritorious  and  well-deserving  persons,  I felt 
it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the 
subject,  and  to  move  an  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information,  respecting  the  circumstances, 
from  the  proper  quarter. 

In  consequence  of  this  public  proceeding,  dicta- 
ted, on  my  part,  by  nothing  but  a sense  ol  obliga- 
tion, tfie  official  paper  of  the  administration  in  this 
city,  on  Saturday  last,  published  the  following  para- 
graph: 

“ Debtors  to  the  Commonwealth  bank  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  names  of  five  or  six  gentlemen,  friends 
of  the  administration,  are  given  as  debtors  to  the 
exploded  bank  at  Boston,  and  its  bankruptcy  is 
held  up  as  the  consequence  of  loans  to  them.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  only  real  democrats  whose  names 
are  paraded  as  borrowers,  owe  it  only  a few  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  they  are  able  to  pay  thrice  over. 
If  all  its  loans  were  as  safe  as  those  thus  exhibited, 
to  show  the  reason  of  its  insolvency,  the  bank 
would  be  the  soundest  in  the  union,  for  it  would  be 
without  a bad  debt.  The  conservative  lonno  ruined 
it.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Webster  has  had  his 
bills  protested  in  this  bank  for  $10,000  at  a time. 
In  his  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
bank,  therefore,  we  find  no  demand  made  as  to  the 
amount  of  bills  protested  in  it  at  any  time,  nor  for 
the  names  of  the  drawers.” 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  Webster,  if  I owe  the  Com- 
monwealth bank  a dollar,  I am  not  conscious  of  it. 
If  I ever  did  owe  it  a dollar,  I do  not  remember  it; 
nor  do  I recollect  or  believe  that  any  note  signed 
by  me,  or  any  bill  accepted  by  me,  or  by  any  agent 
or  clerk  in  my  behalf,  was  ever  protested  at  that 
bank,  or  delayed  in  payment.  Having  said  this, 
sir,  I may  be  relieved  from  making  any  remark  of 
my  own  on  the  character  of  this  publication.  I 
will  only  read  a remark  of  the  editor  himself  in  the 
same  column  which  contains  the  publication,  and 
which  remark  is  in  the  following  words: 

“These  attacks  upon  the  private  concerns  of  pub- 
lic men,  for  party  purposes,  are  exceedingly  des- 
picable.” 

So  thinks  the  editor,  and  I,  for  one,  concur  with 
him. 

A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 
red—to  be  hereafter  mentioned. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  greater  security  of  persons  on 
board  vessels  impelled  wholly  or  in  part  by  steam. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday rejecting  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  which  provided  a penalty  of 
$100  to  $1,000  for  steamboat  racing;  which  motion 
for  re-consideration  was  negatived  without  a divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  been  requested  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Niles,  requiring  an  experienc- 
ed and  skilful  engineer  to  be  kept  on  board  every 
steamboat,  under  a penalty  of  holding  the  master 
and  owners  responsible  for  all  resulting  damage  to 
persons  and  property,  and  indictable  for  manslaugh- 
ter in  case  of  the  loss  of  life.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had 
voted  for  this  amendment,  but  as  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  adopted  hastily,  without 
due  consideration,  he  moved  to  re-consider  it; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Clayton  objected  to  the  latter  clause  of  Mr. 
Niles’  amendment,  that  it  would  make  convictions 
of  manslaughter  by  wholesale;  the  owners  of  a 
single  boat  sometimes  amount  from  500  to  1,000 
persons;  and  that  it  would  implicate  the  captain, 
who  might  be  in  no  way  blameable  for  the  want  of 
a suitable  engineer. 

.Mr.  Niles  urged  the  great  criminality  of  expo- 
sing the  lives  of  persons  by  the  employment  of  an 
incompetent  engineer,  for  the  comparatively  paltry 
consideration  of  saving  a small  amount  of  money. 
He,  however,  withdrew  the  latter  part  of  his 
amendment,  which  he  said  had  been  drawn  hastily, 
and  without  duly  considering  the  objections  which 
were  now  urged  against  it. 

Mr.  Rvggles  offered  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Niles’ 
amendment;  as  now  modified  by  the  mover,  impos- 
ing a penalty,  additional  to  the  indemnity  for  da- 
mage to  persons  and  property,  of  from  $500  to 
$5,000;  which  amendment  was  not  carried. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Niles,  as  modified,  (for 
damages,)  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed  with 
the  amendments,  and  postponed  till  to-morrow; 
which  motion  did  not  prevail,  [Mr.  Grundy  think- 
ing it  unnecessary,  as  the  bill,  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent, had  been  deprived  of  its  original  rigor.] 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  reported  to 
the  senate,  and  the  amendments  were  severally 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  his  amendment  of  yesterday, 


a little  modified,  so  as  to  require  a life-preserver 
for  each  berth  in  a boat,  under  a penalty  of  $500 
lor  every  trip  without  them. 

Mr.  Davis  would  not  say  that  there  might  not  be 
some  utility  in  this  amendment;  but  he  did  not  see 
why  the  requisition  might  not  with  equal  propriety 
be  extended  to  every  packet,  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  to  vessels  of  war.  He  argued  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  congress  to  provide  against  all  the  mis- 
chiefs and  disasters  arising  from  neglect  and  other 
misconduct,  in  our  navigation;  but  that  it  could  be 
best  done  by  general  provisions,  of  adequate  seve- 
rity, inflicting  the  penalties  when  the  mischief  or 
disaster  should  actually  occur. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Norvell  in  defence 
of  his  amendment,  it  was  lost — yeas  lb,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  amendment,  de- 
claring that  the  explosion  of  a steam  boiler  should 
betaken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  criminal  ne- 
glect or  misconduct  made  penal  by  the  bill,  and  to 
be  punished  accordingly. 

Mr.  Grundy  believed  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
senator  to  render  the  bill  more  effectual;  but  Mr. 
G.  thought  it  would  be  more  enectud  it  no«- 
stood,  than  if  they  should  legislate  with  greater 
rigor  and  severity.  He  argued,  also,  that  explo- 
sions would  occur  from  various  other  causes  than 
neglect  or  misconduct;  and  that  therefore  the  in- 
nocent might  be  implicated  by  the  scope  of  the 
amendment.  He  stated  that  eight  or  nine  hundred 
lives  had  been  lost  the  last  year  on  the  western  wa- 
ters, and  he  knew  not  how  many  on  the  eastern; 
but  he  thought  this  bill,  as  it  stood,  would  go  very 
far  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Smith  argued  that  the  greater  variety  of  the 
causes  from  which  disasters  arise  required,  if  any 
thing,  the  greater  minuteness  and  rigor  in  legisla- 
ting on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clayton  regarded  this  bill  as  an  innovation 
on  the  common  law,  which  does  not  inflict  penal- 
ties for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  without 
proof  of  intention  to  commit  them.  He  argued 
that  it  was  unsafe  to  infringe  on  this  spirit  of  the 
common  law. 

Mr.  Strange  concurred  entirely  with  the  views 
of  the  senator  from  Delaware.  He  argued  that  the 
bill  was  too  despotic  in  its  aspect,  and  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  tend  to  defeat  rather  than 
attain  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Strange  here  argued  on  the 
law  of  evidence,  (in  relation  to  facts  regarded  as 
proof  of  crime,  and  the  intention  of  crime.) 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  that,  on  looking  into  the  bill,  it 
appeared  to  contain  some  provisions  which  might 
be  of  some  practical  use,  but  he  leared  that  they 
would  turn  out  to  be  inefficient  to  prevent  the  evils 
contemplated.  If  he  had  any  objection  to  the  bill, 
it  was  that  the  provisions  were  not  strong  enough. 
He  believed  it  was  true  that  very  few  explosions 
of  steamboat  boilers  had  occurred  in  England,  and 
this  was  owing,  in  a great  measure,  as  he  supposed, 
to  the  wise  severity  of  the  British  law.  He  un- 
derstood that,  by  the  English  law,  the  fact  of  an 
explosion,  ipso  facto,  worked  a forfeiture  of  the 
boat,  without  any  inquiry  whether  the  explosion 
arose  from  actual  negligence  or  not.  This  had  in- 
duced great  carefulness  in  the  construction  of  the 
machinery  which  was  used,  and  great  caution  to 
employ  none  but  skilful  and  discreet  engineers. — - 
Whether  the  principle  extended  to  the  liability  of 
the  owners  for  damages  he  was  unable  to  say,  but 
vvas  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  not  carried  sofai.— 
The  liability  for  damages  probably  rested  on  com- 
mon law  principles.  He  thought  that  nothing  short 
of  an  enactment,  making  the  fact  of  an  explosion, 
of  itself,  conclusive  evidence  of  negligence,  so  far 
as  respected  a forfeiture  of  the  boat,  would  be  ef- 
fectual. Such  a provision  would  rest  upon  the 
same  high  policy  upon  which  the  law  in  relation  to 
common  carriers  was  founded.  The  principle  was, 
in  his  opinion,  right  and  necessary,  the  preserva- 
tion of  human  life  required  it,  and  he  should  have 
been  glad  to  see  it  incorporated  in  the  bill,  in  lieu 
of  the  provision  which  allows  a criminal  prosecu- 
tion. That  provision,  in  his  opinion,  would  prove 
altogether  inefficient.  He  did  not,  however,  intend 
to  propose  any  amendment,  but  merely  to  suggest 
the  matter  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Davis  made  a few  earnest  remarks  on  (he  ef- 
ficacy of  appealing  in  remedies  of  this  class  to  the 
cupidity  of  men;  but  from  his  position,  and  the 
noise  near  the  reporter,  he  was  indistinctly  heard. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith  was  lost. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  experiments,  by  three  com- 
missioners, on  inventions  for  preventing  explosions 
of  steam  boilers,  was  considered,  slightly  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  (conditional- 
ly) to  revoke  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbia  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Thursday  next.  [Mr.  W afterward  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  would  not  then  be 
called  up  ] 

The  bill  on  the  Cumberland  road  was  taken  up, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  granting  (general)  pre-emption  rights 
to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  having  remarked  that 
this  was  a very  important  measure,  involving  the 
question  whether  the  whole  of  the  public  lands,  to 
the  Pacific  ocean,  should  now  and  forever  be  thrown 
open  to  any  and  all  persons  who  might  choose  to 
enter  upon  tiiem;  as  this  bill,  like  all  preceding 
ones  of  the  kind,  would  continue  to  be  followed  up 
by  similar  bills,  so  long  as  the  government  owned 
any  public  lands,  and  as  it  therefore  required  full 
consideration,  and  Mr.  C.  was  not  now  prepared, 
he  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  Monday 
week. 

This  motion  having  been  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  King,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Benton,  was 
negatived  without  <»  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  this  bill  was  then 
made  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

The  following  bills  were  considered,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading: 

The  bill  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  Wisconsin;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  East. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  24.  The  following  bills  were  read  a third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  con- 
currence: 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  security  of  the 
lives  of  persons  on  board  vessets  impelled  wholly 
or  in  part  by  steam. 

The  bill  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  Wisconsin  territory. 

For  the  relief  of  William  East. 

The  bill  authorizing  experiments  on  inventions 
for  preventing  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establishment 
of  the  Uniied  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Benton  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the 
details  of  the  bill;  after  which, 

Mr.  Bayard  said  he  felt  dissatisfaction  in  relation 
to  the  principle  on  which  this  bill  was  framed.  He 
deemed  it  a much  sounder  principle  to  have  the 
frame  of  the  peace  establishment  such  that  it  might 
be  readily  augmented  by  filling  the  ranks,  than  keep 
filling  the  ranks.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
bill  be  recommttted,  with  instructions  to  add  three 
regiments,  and  fix  the  number  of  rank  and  file  at 
sixty-four. 

Mr.  Preston  was  averse  to  these  instructions. 
The  senate  had  already  decided  that  if  the  army 
should  be  increased,  it  should  be  done  by  enlarging 
the  number  of  rank  and  file.  Heretofore  there  had 
been  continually  officers  without  men,  and  there 
were  often  companies  with  as  man)7  officers  as  men. 
If  there  were  a prospect  of  war,  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  this  motion;  but  there  was  no  such 
probable  prospect.  Besides,  the  academy  at  West 
Point  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
any  deficiency  of  officers  that  might  occur.  He 
believed,  under  existing  circumstances,  that  there 
Were  officers  enough. 

Mr.  Bayard  had  delivered  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  from  the  suggestions  of  others.  He  had 
been  told  that  there  was  a deficiency  of  officers,  so 
that,  on  one  occasion,  on  calling  the  roll,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  an  officer  from  a bed  of  sickness. 
It  was  proposed  now  to  increase  both  the  frame  ol 
the  armv,  and  the  rank  and  file,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  secretary  at  war. 

Mr.  Tipton  would  vote  for  the  recommitment, 
provided  the  senator  would  modify  his  motion  so  as 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  add  three  regiments, 
and  to  reqnre  one  hundred  in  each  company,  or 
leave  this  latter  point  in  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  comprnies,  he  said,  were  never  filled 
up  by  about  one-third;  so  that,  if  the  number  were 
fixed  at  one  hundred,  the  actual  average  number 
would  be  but  about  sixty-four. 

After  a few  further  remarks  on  this  point  by 
Messrs,  Niles,  Bayard,  Tipton,  Calhoun  and  Benton, 

The  question  was  taken  on  recommitment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay- 
ton, Fulton,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Pierce, 
Robbins,  Ruggles.  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alien,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clav.  of  Ky.,  "Crittenden,  Guthbert,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mounton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Smith,  of  Inna. 
Spence.  Swift,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 27. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  against  the  new  regiments,  and 
in  favor  of  filling  up  the  present. 


Mr.  Benton  (inquiry  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
Linn)  said  that  the  two  systems  proposed  would 
increase  the  army  equally,  one  of  them  making  the 
number  of  each  company  about  one  hundred,  and 
the  other  sixty  odd. 

Mr.  Benton  ottered  an  amendment  increasing  the 
number  and  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  commissary 
department;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  an  amendment  (agreed  to)  authorizing  the 
president  to  change  one  or  more  companies,  at  his 
discretion,  from  infantry  to  riflemen. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  the 
mendments  agreed  to,  in  mass. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  strike  out  all  parts  of  it  which  go  to 
increase  the  staff  of  the  army.  The  bill,  he  said, 
had  been  introduced  on  the  principle  that  the  num- 
ber of  offiers  was  too  great  for  the  men;  and  it  was 
now  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  officers. 

Mr.  Benton  having  made  some  explanations, 

Mr.  Crittenden  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  ex- 
cept from  reduction  the  officers  of  the  commissary 
and  ordnance  departments. 

Mr.  Benton  having  made  still  farther  explanation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  increase  of  the  topographical  and 
military  engineers,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  01  fi- 
nance department,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  it  should 
be  provided  that  these  engineers  should  not  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  private  companies.  This 
was  formerly  in  a manner  necessary,  but  at  this 
time  competent  engineers  were  scattered  through- 
out the  country.  He  hoped  Mr.  C.  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  that  they  might  hear  what  Mr. 
Tipton  would  propose. 

Mr.  Crittenden  accordingly  withdrew  for  the  pre- 
sent his  motion  to  re-corn mit. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  strike  out  the  two  quarter- 
masters and  two  assistant  quartermastes. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Messrs,  Nicholas,  Tip- 
ton  and  Benton,  this  amendment  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  providing  that  no  public  engineer  should  be 
employed  by  any  state  or  company  in  service,  for 
which  he  should  receive  any  compensation  beyond 
his  pay. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  is  as  follows: 

A bill  to  increase  the  presant  military  establish- 
ment of  the  Uffiited  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  there  shall  be  added  to  each  com- 
pany of  artillery  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
one  sergeant  major,  in  lieu  of  the  present  first  ser- 
geant, one  quartermaster  sergeant,  two  corporals, 
and  fifty-eight  privates;  and  to  each  company  of  in- 
fantry, one  sergeant  major,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
first  sergeant,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  ser- 
geant, two  corporals,  and  fifty-eight  privates;  and 
to  each  company  of  dragoons,  one  sergeant  major, 
in  lieu  of  the  present  first  sergeant,  one  quarter- 
master sergeant,  and  one  saddler,  which  saddler, 
in  addition  to  his  clothing  and  subsistence,  shall  be 
allowed  twenty  dollars  per  month;  and  there  shall 
be  added  two  principal  musicians  to  each  regiment 
of  artillery.  And  the  force  authorized  by  this  act  to 
be  added  to  the  present  military  establishment,  and 
the  officers  herein  authorized  to  be  appointed,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  law's  and  regulations  which  now 
govern,  or  may  hereafter  govern,  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent ofthe  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  add  to  the  corps  of  engineers,  whenever 
he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the  same,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six 
fisst  and  six  second  lieutenants;  and  that  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  said  corps  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments  of 
dragoons,  provided  that  no  officer  ofthe  said  corps 
shall  be  employed  ill  any  service  for  any  state  or 
company,  for  which  he  shall  receive  any  compen- 
sation, except  his  pay  from  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
“an  act  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers,”  as  provides  that  one  paymaster  shall 
be  taken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and 
that  the  paymaster,  so  authorized  and  provided,  be 
attached  to  the  pay  department,  and  be,  in  every 
respect,  placed  on  the  footing  of  other  paymasters 
of  the  army. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  shall  be  organized  and 
increased,  by  regular  promotions  in  the  same  so 
that  the  said  corps  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 


lieutenant  colonel,  four  majors,  ten  captains,  ten 
first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieutenants. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  vacancies 
created  by  said  organization,  over  and  above  those 
which  can  be  filled  by  the  present  corps,  shall  be 
taken  from  the  army,  and  from  such  as  it  may  be 
deemed  advisable  of  the  civil  engineers  employed 
under  the  act  ol  the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-four;  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  officers  of  said  corps  shall  be  the  same 
as  are  allowed  to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  au- 
thority to  employ  civil  engineers,  in  the  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  so  many  assistant  adjutants 
general,  not  exceeding  four,  with  the  brevet  rank, 
pay,  and  emlumcnts  of  a major,  and  not  exceeding 
four,  with  the  brevet  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  a captain  of  cavalry,  as  he  may  deem  necssary; 
and  that  they  shall  be  taken  from  the  line  ofthe  ar- 
my, and,  in  addition  to  their  own,  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  assistant  inspectors  general,  when  the 
circumstances  of  service  may  require. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers to  be  taken  from  the  line  and  transferred  to  the 
staff,  under  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  receive 
only  the  pay  and  emoluments  attached  to  their  rank 
in  the  statf;  but  their  transfer  shall  be  without  pre- 
judice to  their  rank  and  promotion  in  the  line,  ac- 
cording to  their  said  rank  and  superiority;  which 
promotion  shall  take  place  according  to  usage,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not  been  thus  trans- 
ferred. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate,  to  add  to  the  quartermaster’s  department 
not  exceeding  two  assistant  quarfermaster  generals, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  two  deputy  quartermaster 
generals,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenani  colonel,  and 
eight  assistant  quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain; that  the  assistant  quartermasiers  now  in  ser- 
vice shall  have  the  same  rank  as  is  provided  by  this 
act  for  those  hereby  authorized;  and  that  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed 
to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the  regiments  of  dra- 
goons: Provided,  That  all  appointments  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  shall  be  made  from  the 
army,  and  when  officers  taken  for  such  appoint- 
ments hold  rank  in  the  line,  they  shall  thereupon 
relinquish  said  rank,  and  be  separated  from  the  line 
ofthe  army;  and  that  promotion  in  said  department 
shall  take  place  as  in  regiments  and  corps. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  quar- 
termaster general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  to  employ  as  many  forage-mas- 
ters and  wagon-masteis  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  service,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  the  whole, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  each  forty  dollars 
per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day,  and  forage 
for  one  horse;  and  neither  of  whom  shall  be  inte- 
rested or  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
wagon  or  other  means  of  transport  employed  by  the 
United  States,  lior  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any 
property  procured  for  or  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  except  as  an  agent  for  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
added  to  the  commissariat  of  subsistence  one  as- 
sistant commissary  genera]  of  subsistencce  with  the 
rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a lieutenant  colonel 
of  cavalry,  one  commissary  of  subsistence,  with  the 
rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a quartermaster  of 
the  army;  and  three  commissaries  of  subsistence, 
with  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  assistant 
quartermasters. 

Sec.  12.  And.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  (he 
stewards  of  hospitals  at  posts  of  more  than  four 
companies  be  hereafter  allowed  the  pay,  clothing, 
and  rations  of  a sergeant  of  ordnance;  and,  at  all 
other  posts,  the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  the 
first  sergeant  of  a company  of  infantry. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Ihe  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  add  to  the  ordnance  department 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the 
same,  bv  and  with  the  advice  of  the  senate,  two 
majors,  ten  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants, and  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
officers  of  the  said  department  shall  be  the  same  as 
i (hose  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments  of 
j dragoons. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  fourth  section  ofthe  act  passed  fifth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  for  the  orguniza- 
1 tion  of  the  ordnance  department,  as  authorize*  the 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  27,  1838— CONGRESS. 


319 


officers  or  ordnance  to  receive  the  same  pay  and 
emoluments  now  allowed  artillery  officers,  shall  be 
construed  to  include  the  ten  dollars  per  month  addi- 
tional pay  to  every  officer  in  the  actual  command  of 
a company,  as  compensation  for  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities with  respect  to  clothing,  arms,  and 
accoutrements  of  the  company,  under  the  authority 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  passed  second 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  giving- 
further  compensation  to  the  captains  and  subalterns 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases: 
Provided,  That  the  officers  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment claiming  the  compensation  for  such  duties 
and  responsibilities,  shall  have  been  actually  in  the 
command  of  enlisted  men  of  the  ordnance,  and 
thereby  incurred  the  aforesaid  responsibilities. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  tiiis  act,  the  army  ration,  when 
not  received  in  kind,  shall  be  estimated  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ration;  and  that  every  commissioned 
officer  of  the  line,  or  staff,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive one  additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five 
years  that  he  may  have  served  or  shall  serve  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States;  and  the  paymaster  gene- 
ral, surgeon  general,  and  commissary  general  of 
purchases,  shall  each  be  allowed  six  rations  per 
diem,  and  the  additional  ration  allowed  in  this  sec- 
tion. 

Sec.  16.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  monthly  pay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
same  with  that  established  for  the  monthly  pay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates of  the  marine  corps,  by  the  first  section  of  the 
act  entitled  “an  act  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  army 
and  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pre- 
vent desertion,”  approved  March  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  aforesaid  last  mentioned  act  shall  be, 
and  the  same  hereby,  is  repealed:  and  that  the  pre- 
mium to  officers  for  enlisting  recruits,  and  the  boun- 1 
ty  to  recruits,  shall  hereafter  be  the  same  as  before 
the  passage  of  that  act;  but  the  payment  of  one 
half  of  the  bounty  shall  be  deferred  until  the  re- 
cruit shall  have  joined  the  corps  in  which  he  is  to 
serve. 

Sec.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  al- 1 
iowance  of  sugar  and  colfee  to  the  non-commission- ' 
ed  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  in  lieu  of  the  1 
spirit  or  whiskey  component  part  of  the  army  ration, 
now  directed  by  regulation,  shall  be  fixed  at  six 
pounds  of  colfee  and  twelve  pounds  of  sugar  to 
every  one  hundred  rations;  to  be  issued  weekly, 
when  it  can  be  done  with  convenience  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  and,  when  not  so  issued,  to  be  paid  for 
in  monev. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  composing  the  council  of 
administration  at  any  post,  from  time  to  time,  to 
employ  such  person  as  they  may  think  proper  to  i 
officiate  as  chaplain  at  such  post;  and  the  person) 
so  employed  shall,  on  the  certificate  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  post,  be  paid  such  sum  for  j 
his  services,  not  exceeding  forty  dollars  per  month, 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  said  council  of  admi- 
nistration, with  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of 
war;  and,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  the  said  chaplain 
shall  be  allowed  four  rations  per  diem,  with  quar- 
ter and  fuel. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  chap- 
lain at  the  Military  Academy  shall  hereafter  be  re- 
lieved of  the  duties  of  the  professorship  connected 
with  his  office  bv  the  act  of  April  fourteenth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen  ; and  that,  for  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties,  an  additional  professor  be 
appointed,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  now  al-  I 
lowed  to  the  professor  of  mathematics;  and,  also, 
that  an  additional  professor  be  appointed  to  instruct 
in  the  studies  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geolo- 
gy, with  the  like  pay  and  emoluments. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever suitable  non-commissioned  officers  or  privates 
cannot  be  procured  from  the  line  of  the  army  to 
serve  as  paymasters’  clerks,  paymasters  be,  and 
hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  employ 
citizens  to  perform  that  duty,  at  salaries  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  let- 
ters and  packages  on  public  business,  to  and  from 
the  commanding  general,  the  chief  engineer,  the 
colonel  of  ordnance,  the  surgeon  general,  and  the 
head  of  the  topographical  corps,  shall  be  free  from 
postage. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
sident shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  the  same  expedient,  to  cause 
not  exceeding  two  regiments  of  infantry  to  be  arm- 
ed and  equipped  and  to  serve  as  a regiment  of  rifle- 


men, and  one  other  of  the  regiments  of  infantry  to  be 
aimed  and  equipped  and  to  serve  as  a regiment  of 
light  infantry. 

Sec.  2-1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

The  bill  granting  a 'patent  to  James  Smith  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard  olfered  a resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  lor  cer- 
tain reports  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Henry  Gale. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  25.  The  sitting  was  chiefly  consumed 
in  discussing  the  bill  granting  pre-emption  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  to  the  details  of  which 
several  amendments  were  made;  but  the  bill  had 
not  been  got  through,  when 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  19.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 
several  senate  bills  were  taken  up,  twice  read,  and 
referred . 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  department  of  war,  transmitting  a report,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  1 Ith  inst.  of  the 
amount  of  express  postage  paid  by  the  department 
since  the  institution  of  the  express  mail;  also, 

A report  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber last;  also, 

A communication  from  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  topographical  bureau,  accompanied  by  the 
chart  of  the  harbor  of  Provincetown,  required  by  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  5th 
inst. 

During  the  callingof  committees  for  reports,  Mr. 
Fillmore,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolution; 

“■Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  inte- 
rests, to  communicate  to  this  house  any  information 
possessed  by  him  respecting  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  during  the 
night,  of  the  29th  December  last,  and  the  murder  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales  on  board,  and  all  the  particu- 
lars thereof  not  heretofore  communicated  ; and  especi- 
ally to  inform  the  house  whether  said  capture  was  au- 
thorized, commanded,  or  sanctioned,  as  lias  been  avow- 
ed, by  the  British  authorities,  or  officers,  or  any  of  them; 
and  also,  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to  obtain 
satisfaction  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain  on 
account  of  said  outrage;  and  to  communicate  to  the 
house  any  correspondence  or  communication  relative 
thereto,  which  has  passed  between  the  government  of 
the  United  States  a nd  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the  pub- 
lic authorities  of  either.” 

Objection  being  made  to  receiving  the  motion  at 
this  time, 

Mr  Fillmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  the  resolution  at  this  time. 
On  this  motion  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  not  ordered,  and  the  house  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

Be  it  enacted,  tyc.  That  the  provisions  of  the  tenth 
and  twelfth  clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  “act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,” approved  July  the  fourteenth,  1832,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Titus,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  this  bill 
to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

A motion  was  made  by  another  member  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  this  day 
two  weeks. 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement ( having  precedence)  prevailed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  also  reported  a bill  for  the  relief 
of  A.  Quertier  and  Albert,  of  New  Orleans. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  elections,  with  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bronson,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Prentiss  resumed  his  argument  in  support 
of  the  amendment,  anil  of  his  and  Mr.  Word’s 
claims  to  seats  in  the  house,  as  members  of  the  25th 
congress. 

After  concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  Prentiss  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Gholson,  who  made  a few  observa- 
tions in  reply. 

Mr.  Foster  then  took  the  floor  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Prentiss,  and  occupied  the  restof  the  time  until  the 
adjournment. 

And  the  house  adjourned  to  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  20. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Cambreleng:  Against  the  petition  of 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  and  the  petitions  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Neapolitan  indemnity  stock- 


By  Mr.  McKirn:  For  the  relief  of  Zachariah  Jef- 
ferson. 

Claims. 

By  Mr.  Darlington:  For  the  relief  of  Sylvester 
Phelps,  and  representatives  of  Charles  Landon, 
deceased. 

Commerce. 

By  Mr.  Cushman : Against  the  petition  of  Charles 
Wilkinson. 

District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Montgomery.  Against  the  petition  ot 
the  Union  bank,  Georgetown,  for  money  lost  in  the 
robbery  of  the  post  office  in  Baltimore. 

Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Brutjn:  For  the  relief  of  John  Balch,  jr. 

Revolutionary  claims. 

By  Mr.  Muhlenberg:  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  ot 
James  McCrory,  with  an  amendment. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Ramsay, 
deceased,  with  an  amendment. 

Senate  bill  forthe  relief  of  Frederick  Seigle,  with 
an  amendment. 

Private  land  claims. 

By  Mr.  Rariden:  Against  the  petitions  of  ffra. 

Li.  VVectUinglon  anu  David  and  Oamaol  li alloy 

By  Mr.  Leadbetler:  Against  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard and  Stephen  Livingston. 

By  Mr.  Cheatham-.  Against  the  petition  of  Balus 
Corde. 

Military  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Coles:  A bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  re- 
solution of  congress  for  erecting  monuments  to  the 
memory  of  certain  general  officers  of  the  revolution, 
and  for  erecting  a marble  column  at  Yorktown,  in 
Virginia. 

By  Mr.  McKay:  Against  the  petition  of  John 
Foster. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  claims  due  to  certain  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior  to 
the  31st  day  of  July,  1801. 

This  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed,  and  the 
report  in  its  favor  having  been  read  through,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Cushing,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  Mr.  Cush- 
ing, from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  on  the 
12th  inst.,  was,  on  his  motion,  now  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested  (if,  in  his  opinion,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest)  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
entering  into  negotiations  with  the  court  of  Den- 
mark for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  therefrom  a just 
and  equitable  indemnification  forthe  value  of  three 
prizes  sent  by  John  Paul  Jones,  in  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  into  Bergen,  in 
Norway,  and  which  were  there  delivered  up  by  the 
crown  of  Denmark  to  the  English,  viz.  the  letter 
of  marque  ships  Union,  of  London,  and  Betsey, 
of  Liverpool,  and  the  brigantine  Charming  Polly. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr  Taliaferro  said  that  this  claim  was  a sub- 
ject of  very  old  times,  having  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  continental  congress,  and  very  strong  re- 
solutions had  been  adopted  in  regard  to  it;  but  as  he 
had  not  the  record  before  him,  he  wished  the  sub- 
ject postponed  for  one  day,  that  he  might  have  time 
to  refer  to  it  before  he  voted  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  he  had  the  resolution  of  the  con- 
tinental congress  before  him,  and  would  furnish  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  (which  he  did.) 

Mr  Taliaferro  having  examined  the  resolution, 
thought  there  had,  at  a subsequent  period,  been 
another  and  a stronger  resolution,  more  mandatory 
in  its  character,  adopted  by  the  continental  con- 
gress. All  he  wished  now  to  suggest  was,  that 
the  resolution  be  so  modified  as  to  request  the 
president  not  to  consider  the  propriety  of  originat- 
ing a negotiation,  but  to  carry  into  eifect  the  reso- 
lution of  the  old  congress. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  the  resolutions  of  the  old 
congress  had  been  before  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  point  now  made  by  Mr.  Taliaferro 
had  been  discussed  there  and  rejected.  The  ves- 
sels named  in  the  resolution  had  been  captured  by 
John  Paul  Jones,  and  carried  into  a Danish  port, 
but  had  been  surrendered  by  the  Danish  to  the  Bri- 
tish government,  on  the  ground  that  the  capture 
was  unlawful,  the  United  States  not  being  an  inde- 
pendent power.  Our  minister.  Dr.  Franklin,  at 
that  time  in  France,  immediately,  on  hearing  of  the 
fact,  remonstrated  with  the  Danish  government, 
and  protested  against  the  surrender.  Within  ten 
years  past  a treaty  had  been  concluded  with  Den- 
mark, by  which  about  $600,000  had  been  allowed 
us  as  a reimbursement  for  captures  made  during  the 
last  war:  but  it  was  a question,  on  which  different 
opinions  were  held,  whether  the  captures  referred 
to  in  the  resolution  were  included:  his  own  opinion 
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inclined  to  the  negative.  But  the  government  hav- 
ing sanctioned  that  treaty,  it  would,  he  thought,  be 
going  too  far  to  require  the  president  to  go  behind 
it,  and  execute  the  resolution  of  the  continental 
congress.  He  preferred  bringing  the  whole  mat- 
ter before  the  executive,  and  if  he  thought  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  amount  of  this  in- 
demnity could  justly  be  demanded,  let  him  open  a 
negotiation  with  Denmark  for  that  end.  He  hoped 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  would  suffer  the  reso- 
lution to  pass. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  then  went  into  an  historical  re- 
view of  what  had  been  done  in  the  case  by  the  con- 
tinental congress.  The  case  had  passed  under  his 
notice  at  the  time,  for  his  own  life  was,  had  been 
almost,  indeed,  quite,  contemporaneous  with  the 
aflair  from  its  commencement.  As  he  spoke  from 
memory  alone,  he  spoke  w’ith  some  diffidence,  but 
his  recollection  of  the  facts  was  very  strong.  The 
celebrated  Paul  Jones  had  captured  several  valua- 
ble English  merchant  men,  and  sent  them  into  a 
Danish  port,  consigned  to  the  French  consul  there: 
but  the  prizes  were  immediately  demanded  by 
Great  Britain,  under  her  treaty  with  Denmark,  as 
having  captured  unlawfully,  Denmark  not 

having  recognised  the  independence  of  the  thir- 
teen united  colonies.  A negotiation  was  imme- 
diately entered  into  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the  Dan- 
ish minister  was  forced  to  admit  the  principle  of 
the  validity  of  the  capture,  and  made  a specific  of- 
fer of  $ 10, 000  sterling,  (if  he  remembered  rightly ), 
but  the  offer  was  refused,  the  vessels  having  been 
insured  in  London  for  £ 50,000  or  £60,000  ster- 
ling. There  the  negotiation  ended,  and  nothing 
farther  was  done  till  the  close  of  our  revolution, 
when  the  continental  congress,  as  he  had  before 
stated,  took  up  the  matter  in  serious  earnest;  and 
our  minister  in  France  was  authorized  to  depute 
John  Paul  Jones  himself  to  negotiate  with  the 
Danish  government  for  indemnity.  No  serious  op- 
position wms  made  to  the  principle:  but  as  there 
was  a reservation  in  Jone’s  commission  which  sub- 
jected his  doings  to  the  revision  of  our  minister  at 
Paris,  on  this  pretext  the  negotiation  was  transfer- 
red to  Paris.  Unfortunately,  however,  just  about 
that  period,  our  minister  (Mr.  Jefferson)  returned 
home;  and  before  his  successor  was  appointed,  the 
revolution  took  place,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
not  one  word  had  been  urged  by  our  government  in 
behalf  of  this  claim. 

As  to' this  claim  having  been  covered  by  the  late 
treaty  with  Denmark,  the  individuals  interested,  on 
applying  to  government  to  know  how  that  was,  had 
been  told  that  the  treaty  was  narrowed  down  to  the 
recent  depredations  on  our  commerce,  and  did  not 
extend  back  so  as  to  cover  their  claim. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  objected  to  hav- 
ing the  matter  brought  back  to  its  initiatory  stages; 
he  protested  against  its  being  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  president,  or  of  any  body  else,  whether  this 
indemnity  should  be  demanded.  He  therefore  de- 
sired that  the  resolution  should  be  so  modified  as  to 
avoid  that  idea,  and  to  request  the  president  to 
cause  the  resolution  of  the  old  congress  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect. 

Mr.  Cashing  assured  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  he  desired  as  much  that  the  claimants  in  this 
case  should  succeed  as  he  or  any  other  gentleman 
could  do;  the  only  difference  between  them  was  as 
to  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  demand.  The  gen- 
tleman wished  the  president  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolutions  of  the  continental  congress;  but 
what  were  they?  The  gentleman  wa3  correct  in 
his  recital,  save  in  one  thing,  viz.  that  the  point 
between  us  and  Denmark  in  this  case  was  a very 
peculiar  one.  The  captures  had  been  made  by 
Jones,  in  1779;  but  at  a time  when  our  national  in- 
dependence had  been  recognized  by  France  alone. 
The  captures  were  not  of  merchant  ships,  but  ol 
public  armed  vessels,  letters  of  marque.  They 
were  sent  into  Bergen,  in  Norway.  The  Danish  gov- 
ernment delivered  them  up,  on  the  ground  that  the 
capture  was  an  act  of  piracy,  Denmark  not  admit- 
ting the  new  states  to  be  an  independent  power. 
Dr.  Franklin  had  communicated  the  whole  case  to 
the  continental  congress,  who  thereupon  passed  the 
resolution  first  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  believed  there  were  no  second  set 
of  resolutions  passed.  But  it  was  important  to  re- 
member that  these  were  executive  resolutions;  be- 
cause the  continental  congress  was  not  a merely 
legislative  body,  but  was  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  But  this  congress  was  a legislative 
body  simply;  it  could  originate  no  negotiations,  nor 
could  it  compel  the  president  to  do  so.  The  con- 
troversy between  Denmark  and  the  thirteen  colo- 
nies at  that  time  turned  on  the  question  whether 
this  was  an  independent  nation;  but  since  then 
Denmark  had  recognized  our  independence,  and  we 
could  not  now  renew  that  controversy;  and  to  that 


the  first  of  the  resolutions  of  the  continental  con- 
gress had  reference.  The  second  of  them  authoris- 
ed our  minister  at  Paris  to  depute  John  Paul  Jones 
to  the  court  of  Denmark;  but  Jones  was  now  dead, 
and  that  resolution  died  with  him.  How,  then 
could  the  president  cause  these  resolutions  to  be 
carried  into  effect? 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
held  the  claim  for  these  captures  to  be  good  against 
Denmark,  the  late  treaty  notwithstanding;  and  this 
report  would  be  before  the  executive.  Mr.  C.  there- 
fore thought  the  resolution  covered  all  the  ground 
which  it  was  proper  to  assume. 

[Here  the  morning  hour  expired  and  the  subject 
lies  over  to  another  day.] 

The  house  then  resumed  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  is  the  Mississippi  election. 

Mr.  Foster  resumed  his  argument  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Prentiss,  (one  of  the  gentlemen  claiming  seats.)  He 
first  recapitulated  the  facts  which,  as  he  under- 
stood, were  agreed  upon  on  both  side3.  He  then 
went  into  the  constitutional  argument  as  to  the 
power  of  the  governor  of  Mississippi  to  issue  his 
(or  tha  olertion  in  July,  which  he  prosecuted  until 
half  past  three  o’clock;  when,  before  he  came  to  a 
conclusion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday , Jan.  22.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana, 
appeared  this  day,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  asked  the  house  to  take 
up  the  memorial  of  the  Cherokee  delegation  against 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  which  he  pre- 
sented on  Monday  last,  and  which  was  then  laid 
over,  under  the  rule. 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia, 
Mr.  Everett  gave  notice  that  his  object,  in  calling 
up  the  memorial,  was  to  move  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  waiving,  for  the  pre- 
sent, any  discussion  upon  it. 

Mr.  Owens  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  considering  the  memorial  at  this  time, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Haynes  rose  for  information  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  memorial;  the  title  and  purport  of 
which  were  accordingly  read. 

The  house  determined  now  to  consider  the  me- 
morial, by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  86,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  with  instructions  to 
report  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  and  in- 
structions on  the  table. 

Mr.  Everett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
this  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  memo- 
rial to  lie  on  the  table,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bruyn, 
Buchanan,  Bynum  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  De 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fos- 
ter, Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Gray,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Lawler,  Lewis,  Logan,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
May,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Barker,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plu- 
raer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Rives, 
Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taylor,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Weeks,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  CaThoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Win.  B.  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Da- 
vee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  C. 
Johnson,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Mallory.  Mar- 
vin, Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Ra- 
riden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russel,  Sawyer,  A.  II. 
Sheppard,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Smith,  Southgate,  Strat- 
ton, Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Web- 
ster, Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Christopher  PI.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— 94. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial,  &c.  on  the 
table  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  rose,  and  said  that  if  there  was 
to  be  a Cherokee  war,  he  supposed  that  it  would 
be  as  well  now  as  ever;  but  he  would  move  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  the  whole  subject. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Everett, 
to  commit,  the  memorial,  had  precedence,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule,  over  the  motion  to  postpone. 


Mr.  Haynes  arose,  when 

The  speaker  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Everett  said  that  he  had  not  intended  now  to 
debate  the  question  involved  in  this  memorial,  and 
had  given  to  the  house  a pledge  that  he  would  not 
do  so;  but  the  discussion  was  in  a manner  forced 
upon  the  house;  yet  he  would  not  proceed,  if  it 
were  the  general  sense  of  the  house  to  hold  him 
bound,  underthe  circumstances,  to  that  pledge. 

Mr.  Loomis  rose  and  said  he  had  voted  against 
laying  the  motion  on  the  table,  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  would  be  decided  without  debate. 

Mr.  Everett  remarked  that  if  such  was  the  gene- 
ral sense  of  the  house,  he  would  by  no  means  go 
on,  at  this  time,  in  a discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  of  reference. 

Voices  from  different  parts  of  the  hall  exclaiming 
“go  on!” 

Mr.  Everett  said  that  there  was  no  more  impor- 
tant question,  none  of  greater  magnitude,  in  all  its 
relations,  presented  for  the  action  of  the  house,  than 
that  involved  in  this  memorial.  He  could  not  but 
confess  that  he  had  not  anticipated  such  a motion 
as  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia — to  lay  on 
the  table  the  motion  to  consider  such  a memorial 
as  this  before  the  house.  As  a question  of  impor- 
tance, involving  the  character  of  the  government,  it 
was  paremonnt  to  any  thing  that  had  ever  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  congress.  He  al- 
luded to  the  universally  admitted  fact  that  this  tribe 
of  Indians  had  always  been  the  fast  friends  and  al- 
lies of  the  United  States— had  fought  with  them, 
side  by  side,  and  spilt  their  blood  in  defence  of  their 
common  soil. 

Mr.  E.  glanced  at  their  present  condition,  as  ad- 
vanced far  before  all  other  tribes,  and  even  equal- 
ing those  around  them  in  moral  and  intellectual  ad- 
vancement; then  he  adverted  to  the  terms  of  the  al- 
leged treaty,  and  reprobated  the  idea  which  now 
seemed  to  be  entertained,  that  this  tribe  were  sub- 
ject to  forcible  removal,  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  this 
government.  Of  all  injustice,  (said  Mr.  Everett), 
that  is  the  most  which  cloaks  itself  under  legal 
forms.  He  asked,  what  are  the  facts  which  this 
tribe,  through  their  delegation,  these  memorialists, 
now  state  to  the  house?  There  are  minorquestions, 
which,  although  of  great  interest  and  importance, 
taken  simply,  are  not  of  such  magnitude  as  the 
main  one,  which  had  specially  moved  them  to  me- 
moralize  the  house.  They  complain,  reasonably, 
that  they  have  been  driven  from  their  farms,  guar- 
antied to  them  by  repeated  treaties,  by  military 
force.  They  complain,  with  justice,  that  they  have 
been  disarmed,  and  deprived  of  their  property, 
without  any  act  of  hostility  on  their  part,  since  the 
ratification  of  this  alleged  treaty.  But  these  were 
not  their  main  complaints.  They  tell  this  house 
that  a treaty  has  been  ratified  by  the  senate,  as  be- 
tween this  government  and  their  nation,  to  which 
the  latter  was  not  a party.  And  this  it  is  which 
they  wish  the  house  to  inquire  into.  Of  eighteen 
thousand  people,  eight}'  only  of  theirtribe  had  been 
parties  to  that  treaty,  against  the  known  and  con- 
stantly declared  will  of  their  nation,  urged  and  in- 
sisted upon  up  to  this  time. 

Here  Mr.  Everett  suspended  his  remarks,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  speaker  that  the  hour  for  taking 
up  the  orders  of  the  day  had  arrived. 

Mr.  Foster  renewed  and  finished  his  argument  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Prentiss,  and  in  defence  of  the  right 
of  the  sitting  members  to  retain  their  seats,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  twenty-fifth  congress. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday.  Jan.  23.  After  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  to  introduce  a 
resolution,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.  O.  J. 
Smith,  (chairman  of  the  committee  on  commerce) 
proceeded  to  read  a third  time  and  pass  a bill  enti- 
tled “a  bill  to  secure  the  payment  of  certain  com- 
missions on  duty  bonds  to  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms.” 

The  subject  next  in  order  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  was  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  in  relation  to  a nego- 
tiation with  Denmark  for  indemnity  for  John  Paul 
Jones’s  prizes  surrendered  by  that  government  to 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  petitions;  but  the  motion  fail- 
ed— ayes  90,  noes  53;  (not  two-thirds.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  very  desirous  of  making  a 
report  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  and 
Mr.  Cushing,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  morning,  having  express- 
ed his  willingness  to  waive  the  exercise  of  his  pri- 
vilege for  that  purpose. 

Reports  were  called  for;  whereupon 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  a partial  appropria- 
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tion  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  the 
year  183S.  In  support  of  this  bill  he  called  for  the 
reading  of  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  war  from  T. 
Cross,  acting  quartermaster  general,  stating  the 
urgent  necessity  of  an  appropriation  to  meet  drafts 
on  him  which  lay  over.  [The  bill  proposes  to  ap- 
propriate one  million  of  dollars.]  Mr.  C.  stated 
that  much  over  two  millions  would  be  the  total 
amount  wanted  for  this  item  of  expenditure  for  the 
year;  and  on  the  general  appropriation  he  presumed 
there  would  be  a long  debate  involving  the  general 
subject  of  the  Florida  war:  but,  in  the  mean  while, 
the  passage  of  a temporary  appropriation  was  in- 
dispensable, and  he  hoped  it  would  be  generally 
agreed  to,  and  be  passed  without  debate.  He  then 
moved  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  take  up  this 
bill,  and  also  the  bill  to  provide  lor  the  defence  of 
the  northern  frontier. 

Mr.  Downing,  the  delegate  from  Florida,  repre- 
sented the  urgent  necessity  of  an  appropriation. 
The  troops  now  in  the  field  were  unpaid,  as  were 
also  the  militia,  who  had  been  disbanded.  Unless 
they  should  be  paid  soon,  they  would  lose  all  con- 
fidence in  the  good  faith  of  the  government;  and, 
when  called  out  again,  would  refuse  to  serve. 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  taking  up  a partial  appro- 
priation bill  of  this  sort.  Let  the  whole  appropria- 
tion required  be  brought  forward  at  once,  and  let 
not  appropriaitons  in  part  be  thus  stolen  from  the 
house,  under  the  pressure  of  an  alleged  necessity. 

After  some  desultory  conversation, 

Mr.  Dell  said  he  had  examined  the  grounds  of 
this  bill,  as  far  as  time  would  permit,  and  was  sat- 
isfied that  there  did  exist  a necessity  for  an  appro- 
priation to  some  amount. 

Mr.  Mercer  demanded  to  know  whether  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  expenditures  had  made  any 
investigation  of  the  expenses  of  this  Florida  war, 
already  incurred? 

A reply  was  made  by  a member  of  the  commit- 
tee referred  to,  which  was  quite  inaudible  at  the  re- 
porter’s table. 

The  bouse  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  (Mr.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  took  up 
both  bills. 

The  bill  making  partial  appropriation  for  the 
Florida  war,  having  been  read  at  the  clerk’s  table — 

Mr.  Wise  went  into  a very  animated  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  bill;  declaring  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  appropriate  another  dollar  to  this  war,  until 
some  investigation  was  had  into  tl,c  manner  in 
which  the  vast  sums  already  appropriated  had  been 
expended. 

Mr.  Downing  rose  in  reply,  in  a speech  of  equal 
fervor  and  earnestness,  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the 
administration  in  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  repelled,  with  warmth,  the  charge  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  of  having  fattened  on  the  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made  for  its  continuance. 

Mr.  Wise  then  took  the  floor,  and  went  into  a gen- 
eral discussion  of  the  origin  of  the  Seminole  war, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted. 
He  continued  to  speak  till  near  three  o’clock. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Cilley, 
Thompson,  Everett,  Robertson,  Cambreleng,  and 
Wise,  the  last  of  whom  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
substituting  $500,000  for  $1,000,000,  as  the  sum  to 
be  appropriated. 

Mr.  Biddle  took  the  floor,  and,  at  the  request  of 
several  members,  moved  that  the  committee  rise  ; 
which  motion  prevailed  by  a vote  of  89  to  71. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  24.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, the  house  again  went  into  committee  ofthe 
whole,  as  soon  as  it  met,  upon  the  bill  reported  yes- 
terday by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  appropriating  one  million  of  dollars  for 
the  Seminole  war.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng 
prevailed,  and  Mr.  Connor  again  in  the  chair. 

The  motion  lor  amendment  of  Mr.  Wise,  by 
striking  out  $1,000,000  and  inserting  $500,000  in 
the  bill,  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Thompson  made  a short  explanation  in  rela- 
tion to  something  he  had  said  yesterday  upon  this 
subject.  [This  explanation  will  be  published  in 
its  proper  place  in  the  debate  which  we  shall  give 
hereafter.] 

Mr.  Biddle  opposed  the  bill  at  some  length,  and 
gave  a cursory  sketch  of  the  origin  and  conduct  of 
these  campaigns.  He  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Underwood,  who  was  in  favor  of  the  present 
appropriation,  though  he  would  be  opposed  to  any 
appropriations  for  the  carrying  on  this  unprofitable 
contest  after  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Glascock  and  Mr.  Bynum,  supported  the  bill 
at  length,  and  went  minutely  into  a defence  of  the 
policy  of  the  administration  in  relation  to  Indian 
affairs,  and  strongly  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  gen- 
tlemen who  had  preceded  them. 


After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Pope, 

The  queston  was  put  on  Mr.  IFzse’sjamendment, 
which  was  lost. 

Another  bill,  making  an  appropriation  of  $'600,000 
for  the  expenses  of  defending  the  Canada  frontier, 
was  then  taken  up  and  acted  on. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  twTo  bills. 

Mr.  Rencher  moved  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  en- 
grossment and  third  reading  of  the  Seminole  bill, 
which  were  ordered;  and 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to- 
day, by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  164,  nays  2. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  passed; 
and  the  Canada  frontier  appropriation  bill  was  also 
engrossed,  read  a third  time  and  passed;  and  both 
bills  were  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  25.  The  subject  first  before  the 
house  was  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning 
hour,  viz.  the  resolution  from  the  committee  on 
foreign  alfairs,  in  regard  to  the  Bergen  prizes  taken 
by  John  Paul  Jones,  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  entering  into  ne- 
gotiations with  the  court  of  Denmark,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  therefrom  a just  and  equitable  indemnifi- 
cation for  tne  value  of  three  prizes  sent  by  John  Paul 
Jones,  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  into  Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  which  were  there 
delivered  up  by  the  crown  of  Denmark  to  the  English, 
viz.  the  letter-of-marque  ships  Union,  of  London,  and 
Betsey,  of  Liverpool,  and  the  brigantine  Charming 
Polly. 

Mr.  Cushing,  who  had  the  floor  on  the  discussion 
being  absent  from  indisposition,  Mr.  Whittlesey  sug- 
gested that  the  subject  had  better  be  postponed;  but 
Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  said  that  he  understood  the  discussion  to  be 
closed,  and  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
upon  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  thereupon  put  accordingly, 
and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Reports  of  committees  were  now  called,  com- 
mencing at  the  point  where  the  call  was  suspended 
on  a former  day. 

Revolutionary  claims. 

By  Mr.  Morgan:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon 
Prewett,  and  against  the  petition  of  Win.  Walker. 

Revolutionary  pensions. 

By  Mr.  Fry:  A bill  granting  a pension  to  James 
J.  Coffin,  of  Massachusetts;  Benjamin  Mitchell,  of 
Maine;  John  Jost  Deitz,  and  Jacob  Erb,  and  against 
the  petitions  of  Nathaniel  French,  John  T.  Beck- 
er, Ann  Hook,  Eliphal  Carpenter,  Uriah  Kingsbu- 
ry, Susannah  Hanley,  Valentine  Gruber,  Eunice 
Clark,  Hannah  Eldridge,  Eliza  Ballard,  and  John 
Chaney. 

By  Mr.  Bond:  A bill  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  “An  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows 
or  orphans  when  their  husbands  and  fathers  have 
died  of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  (embrncing  the  cases  of  Hannah  Allen, 
Susannah  Robinson,  Anna  Mitchell,  Katharine 
Tuttle,  Esther  Waterman,  Miriam  Vose,  Elizabeth 
Rawson,  Mary  Hitchcock,  Barbara  Forbes,  Phebe 
Dexter,  Amy  Bicknell,  Leonard  Morvy,  and  Mag- 
dalena Etcbberger,)  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  B.  Rice,  and  against  the  petitions  of  Johan 
Antoine  Kaull,  Eieazer  D.  Watts,  Barbara  Relly, 
Hannah  Tilley,  and  Fanny  Gates. 

By  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia:  Against  the  peti- 
tions of  Silas  Clapp,  Anna  Thornton,  widow  of 
John  Thornton,  Ann  Knepler,  heir  of  John  Butler, 
Thomas  Knights. 

By  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut:  Against  the 
petitions  of  Joseph  Earle,  Bradock  Dickerson,  Su- 
san Aldrich,  Nathan  Law,  and  James  Lattimore, 
and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Hatch. 

By  Mr.  Ewing:  Against  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Adams. 

By  Mr.  Childs:  Bills  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Pem- 
berton and  Philip  Hartman. 

By  Mr.  Underwood:  Without  amendment,  senate 
bills  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Jordan,  deceased,  and  James  Witherell. 

Invalid  pensions. 

By  Mr.  Taylor:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliza 
Causin,  daughter  of  colonel  John  H.  Stone,  deceas- 
ed, and  John  W.  Knife,  and  against  the  petition  of 
Eliza  Crane. 

By  Mr.  Mien,  of  Vermont:  For  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Salmonds,  and  against  the  petition  of  John 
Perham. 

By  Mr.  Mallory:  Against  the  petitions  of  Daniel 
Keefer  and  Julia  F.  Gibbs,  and  a bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Casey. 

By  Mr.  McClellan,  of  New  York:  Against  the 
petition  of  William  Hosanna. 

By  Mr.  Stanly:  Against  ihe  petitions  of  Cathe- 


rine Hayward,  Abel  Sholes,  Madison  Collins,  and 
a bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Ross. 

Roads  and  canals. 

By  Mr.  Grant:  A bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction ofthe  Niagara  ship  canal. 

Select  committee. 

By  Mr.  Lawler:  A bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  pensious  at  Tuscaloosa,  in  the  state 
of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Wise:  A joint  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  congress  assevibeld,  (two 
thirds  of  both  houses  concurring,)  That  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitution  be  proposed  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  states,  which,  when  approved  by 
the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 

“No  senator  or  representative  shall  be  nominated  or 
appointed  by  the  president  to  any  office  during  the  time 
such  senator  or  representative  shall  serve  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  two  years  thereafter.” 
Ways  and  means. 

By  Mr.  Rencher:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
McComb. 

Cl  w i m s 

By  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey:  A bill  providing  for  pay- 
ing three  companies  of  militia,  in  Ihe  state  of  In- 
diana, called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  against  the  petition  of  George  G.  Henry,  ad- 
ministrator of  William  Henry,  and  against  the 
senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A.  Smith. 

By  Mr.  Chambers:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Smith. 

District  of  Columbia: 

By  Mr.  Jenifer:  A bill  authorizing  the  officers 
and  managers  ofthe  Washington  Monument  society 
to  erect  a monument  to  the  memory  of  George 
Washington  on  the  public  mall. 

By  Mr.  Dawson:  Against  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Elliot. 

By  Mr.  Bouldin • A senate  bill,  with  amendments, 
to  restrain  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  as  a cur- 
rency, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia:  A bill  to  restore 
the  jurisdiction  taken  from  the  United  States  court 
for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama;  also,  a resolu- 
tion that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a court  for  the 
district  of  Alabama  at  Tuscalooso,  in  said  Stale; 
and  against  the  memorial  remonstrating  against  the 
abolishing  of  the  western  district  court  in  Virginia. 

Revolutionary  claims. 

By  Mr.  Muhlenberg:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Richard  ShuWick,  and  against  the  petitions 
of  Margaret  Morison,  Jacob  Greer,  John  Bradfoote; 
and  Thomas  Bayton. 

By  Mr.  Harper:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
oflsaac  Honeywell. 

By  Mr.  Shepperd:  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  John  Mandeville. 

By  Mr.  Craig:  Against  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  colonel  John  Holcombe,  and  against  the  petition 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  William  Boyce,  de- 
ceased. 

Private  land  claims. 

By  Mr.  Harlan:  Against  the  petition  of  James 
Colliers,  heir  ef  Thomas  Frazier. 

Commerce. 

By  Mr.  Smith:  A bill  to  define  the  number,  com- 
pensation, and  duties,  of  officers  ofthe  customs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  private  land  claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a bill  to  repeal  or  limit  the  3d  seciion  of  the  act  approved 
the  2d  of  March,  1829,  entitled  an  act  confirming  the 
reports  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  St.  Stephen’s,  in  the  slate  of  Alabama, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  reports  of 
committees  were  suspended,  and  the  house  passed 
to  the  special  order  ofthe  day,  which  was  the  Mis- 
sissippi election. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  New  York,  resumed  and  concluded 
his  argument  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Messrs. 
Gholson  and  Claiborne,  to  seats  in  the  house  as 
members  ofthe  25th  congress. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pennybaclccr,  of  Virginia 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  who  argued  on 
principles  of  law  that  the  decision  of  the  house  at  the 
called  session,  in  favor  of  Messrs  Gholson  and  Clai- 
borne, ought  not  to  be  reversed,  though  he  admitted 
the  entire  power  ofthe  house  over  the  subject.  He 
went  at  considerable  length  into  a vindication  ofthe 
report  of  the  committee  on  elections,  (of  which  he 
is  a member,)  and  had  advanced  some  way  in  his 
argument,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  of  ad- 
journment; which,  however,  was  withdrawn,  to 
allow  the  reference  of  senate  bills  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

This  reference  having  been  completed — 

The  house  adjourned. 
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A letter  from  Tampa  Bay  gives  a detailed  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  the  ship  James  Wharton,  from 
Philadelphia,  having  on  board  270  volunteers  un- 
der the  command  of  surgeon  general  Lawson.  She 
got  on  the  north  shoal  of  the  east  entrance  of  Tam- 
pa Bay.  The  cutter  Jackson,  at  the  time,  was  five 
miles  distant,  and  seeing  signals  of  distress  bn  the 
ship,  capt.  Gatewood  despatched  a boat  with  six 
men,  under  lieut.  Peters,  to  her  assistance.  The 
ship  was  fast  aground,  and,  as  the  weather  was 
threatening,  it  was  determined  to  remove  the  troops 
and  crew.  This  was  effected,  saving  also  their 
baggage  and  accoutrements.  A fine  hospital  re- 
ceived them  at  Mullet  Key.  On  the  next  day  they 
started  for  Port  Brook. 

Ship  Pennsylvania.  The  ship  Pennsylvania  drew 
twenty-two  feet  and  a half,  as  she  left  Hampton 
roads,  for  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport.  When  fully 
equipped,  she  will  draw  twenty-five  feet;  not  more 
that  tire  North  Carolina. 

Patterson  bank.  The  following  card  has  been 
issued  by  the  president  of  the  Patterson  bank: — 

bunk.  Tlie  public  are  notified  that 
the  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
the  Journal  of  Commerce  on  Saturday  morning,  in 
relation  to  this  institution,  is  totally  destitute  of 
truth  in  every  item  of  its  assertion. 

Bill  holders  are  earnestly  requested  not  to  sacri- 
fice them,  as  the  bank  will  pay  every  dollar  of  their 
circulation. — January  22d,  1838. 

T.  W.  T.  B1CKNELL, president. 

N.  B.  Papers  which  have  inserted  the  article, 
or  given  currrency  to  the  above  mentioned  report, 
are  respectfully  requested  to  copy  this. 

Remarkable  death  of  a man  found  ‘•guilty  of  mur- 
der.'” In  a case  of  trial  for  murder,  which  took 
place  at  York,  (Penn.;  a few  days  ago,  the  court 
had,  on  motion  of  the  prisoner’s  counsel,  suspend- 
ed the  decision  of  the  case  until  Saturday  afternoon 
week.  Their  further  action  was  rendered  unne- 
cessary by  a singular  circumstance.  On  Thursday 
morning  preceding  the  appointed  day,  the  convict, 
Daniel  Johnson,  was  found  lying  dead  in  his  bed, 
without  marks  of  violence,  and  with  the  appear- 
ance of  having  breathed  his  last  without  a struggle, 
so  smooth  and  undisturbed  was  the  bed  clothing. 
A coroner’s  inquest  was  called,  the  body  was  dis- 
sected, and  no  signs  of  the  decease  being  caused 
by  violent  means  having  been  found,  a verdict  was 
returned  that  he  “died  by  the  visitation  of  God.” 
A knife,  well  sharpened,  was  found  in  the  stock- 
ing of  the  deceased,  from  which  the  inference  has 
been  drawn  that  he  intended  to  commit  suicide. 
Such  an  instance  ol  the  death  of  prisoner,  between 
a verdict  of  guilty  and  the  sentence  of  a court,  has 
probably  never  before  occurred.  \York  Rep. 

A valuable  house.  The  census  of  a house  in 
Cross  street.  New  York,  was  recently  taken  and 
found  to  be  as  follows:  65  men,  72  women  and  165 
children.  There  was  a family  to  every  room  in  the 
house,  and  each  family  took  (in)  boarders. 

Shad.  The  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Advertiser  of 
the  19th  inst.  says:— shad  were  yesterday  brought 
into  our  market  for  the  first  time  this  season. 

Virginia.  In  the  Virginia  legislature,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Richmond  Whig  of  Wednesday  last, 
the  committee  on  roads  and  internal  navigation 
have  brought  forward  an  extensive  and  liberal  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature.  Their  report  which  was  submit- 
ted to  the  house  of  delegates  on  Tuesday,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday  next,  proposes,  among 
other  improvements,  a rail  road  from  the  Tennes- 
see line  to  Evansham,  in  Wythe  county,  with 
branches  thence  to  Danville,  and  Buchanan  or 
Lynchburg.  A Macadamized  toad  from  Buchanan 
to  Winchester.  A turnpike  from  Staunton  through 
Bath,  Pendleton,  &c.  to  the  Ohio  river,  near  Park- 
ersburg. These  improvements,  with  other  lesser 
ones  suggested  in  the  bill,  are  proposed  to  be  made 
on  state0  account,  by  means  of  a loan  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

It  appears  from  the  official  communication  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  to  the  executive,  that 
they  have  received  in  payment  of  the  instalments  of 
subscription  $110,277  50  in  specie:  the  unpaid  in- 
stalments are  upon  interest,  until  paid.  The  di- 
rectors have  contract'd  for  plates,  notes,  seal,  &c. 

Change  Tickets.  The  legislature  of  Tennessee 
imposes  a tax  cf  $1000,  for  the  privilege  of  issuing 
change  notes  of  small  denominations— notwith- 
standing this  high  tax,  the  Nashville  Whig  says 
Paul  Negrin  has  commenced  issuing  such  notes. 

Mississippi.  Governor  McNutt  of  Mississippi, 

w#«  installed  into  office  ou  the  8th  inst. 


Wheat  in  Maine.  The  Bangor  Whig  of  the  18th 
says  two  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  passed  that 
place  the  day  before  on  the  way  to  the  western 
market.  The  farmers  have  pocketed  nine  shillings 
a bushel  for  the  wheat  in  specie,  and  are  quite  con- 
tented with  their  labors. 

Gen.  Harrison.  The  Cincinnati  Evening  Post 
of  the  15th  instant,  contains  a notice  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  responsible  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county,  calling  a meeting  of  the  friends  of 
gen.  Harrison  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  propriety  of  nominating  him  for  the 
presidency. 

African  colonization.  During  the  past  year  140  co- 
lored emigrants  have  been  sent  from  Maryland,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  state  society,  and  settled  at 
Maryland  in  Liberia,  which  place  was  commenced 
in  1S34  and  now  has  400  inhabitants.  The  soil  is 
described  as  inexhaustibly  productive.  The  num- 
ber of  slaves  manumitted  during  the  past  year  in 
Maryland  is  204,  and  since  the  colonization  law 
passed  in  1831,  1581. 

Commerce  of  Boston  The  Boston  Courier  con- 
tains a table  of  the  commerce  of  Boston  during  the 
year  .1,937,  of  which  the  following  is  a brief  sum- 
mary: 

Foreign  arrivals,  1591;  of  tllese  881  were  Ameri- 
can and  650  English.  Coastwise  arrivals,  ships 
112;  brigs  626;  schooners  2971;  sloops  291. 

Import  of  flour  during  the  year,  423,246  barrels: 
of  corn  1,725,436  bushels;  rye  86,391  bushels;  oats 
405,173  bushels.  Import  of  cotton  82,684  bales;  of 
coal  109,275  bushels;  of  molasses,  foreign  and  coast- 
wise, 65,660  hhds.  Clearances:  foreign,  1381; 

coastwise,  2506  vessels.  Of  the  foreign  clearances 
671  were  American,  and  683  English. 

Salt  Manufacture.  The  annual  report  of  the  in- 
spector in  Onandaga  county,  New  York,  states 
that  the  number  of  bushels  of  salt  manufactured 
during  the  year  was  2,161,283.  The  principal 
works  are  at  Salina,  Syracuse,  Liverpool  and  Ged- 
des.  During  the  year  $129,677  26  for  duties  were 
collected,  of  which  $115, 0S1  83  were  paid  into  the 
state  treasury. 

How  to  raise  a blister.  The  Lancet  gives  the 
following  quick  and  simple  mode  of  raising  a 
blister. 

“The  surgeon  cuts  a peice  of  brown  paper  of  the 
size  and  shape  he  intends  vesicating,  This  being- 
well  damped  or  moistened  with  water,  is  placed  on 
the  limb  affected,  a smoothing  iron,  (such  as  is 
used  by  washer  women,)  being  previously  well 
heated,'  is  applied  over  the  moistened  paper,  thia 
plan  produces  a vesicated  surface  almost  instanta- 
neously being  effected  by  the  steam  generated  by 
the  contact  of  the  hot  iron  and  moistened  paper. 
This  method  of  blistering,  being  more  speedy  and 
less  painful  than  that  commonly  adopted,  is  now 
generally  used  in  all  cases  where  it  is  a matter  of 
importance  to  produce  immediate  vesication. 

Red  river  raft.  A letter  in  the  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  state's  (hat  the  snag  boat  passed  Shreve- 
port about  the  20th  ultimo,  for  the  purpose  ofre- 
moving  the  remainder  of  the  raft,  which  will  proba- 
iy  be  effected  in  a few  weeks.  This  will  open  an 
uninterrupted  navigation  above  Shreveport  on  the 
Red  river,  of  1,500  miles — on  the  Sulphur  Fork, 
200— on  Little  river,  200 — on  the  Blue  river,  150— 
on  the  Falls  Washita,  300— making  2,300  miles  of 
navigable  waters  above  this  place,  through,  proba- 
bly, the  finest  country  in  the  globe.  The  letter 
farther  states  that  the  ’immigration  into  that  coun- 
try is  so  great,  that  provisions  command  an  exces- 
sive price.  Settlers  are  therefore  recommended  to 
lay  in  their  supplies  at  startling. 

London  trades  and  professions.  1.700  public 
houses,  3,000  tailors,  2,800  boot  and  shoe  makers, 
2,500  attorneys,  2,000  bakers,  1,700  butchers,  1,600 
schools,  1,600  apothecaries,  1,600  green  grocers, 
1,100  barristers,  1,000  cheese  mongers,  1,000  coal 
merchants,  490  pawnbrokers,  450  fish  mongers, 
400  confectionaries,  250  physicians. 

Transportation  of  the  mail.  A contract  was  exe- 
cuted last  week  with  the  postmaster  general,  by 
the  Baltimore  and  Washington,  and  the  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington  and  Baltimore  rail  road,  by  which 
the  mail,  from  and  after  Monday  the  27th  inst.  is 
to  be  transported  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia, 
by  the  rail  roads.  The  mail  has  been  transported 
from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  by  rail  road,  sine*' 
the  24th  of  December  last,  under  an  agreement 
with  the  postmaster  general.  [Del.  Jour. 

The  pork  trade.  It  is  remarked,  in  the  Cincin- 
nati Republican,  that  the  number  of  hogs  already 
slaughtered  in  Cincinnati  and  its  vicinity,  this  sea- 
son,'exceeds  that  of  any  preceding  year.  The 
greatest  number  of  hogs  killed  in  one  season,  here- 
tofore, is  169,000.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number 
which  will  be  slaughtered  this  season,  will  exceed 
two  hundred  thousand. 


Maine  legislature.  In  the  senate  on  Wed- 
nesday the  17th  inst.  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court  on  the  election  question  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  the  senate.  A resolution 
was  then  offered  declaring,  in  the  usual  form,  that 
Edward  Kent  is  constitutionally  elected  governor  of 
Maine  for  the  current  political  year,  which  was 
passed  without  a division. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  the  resolution 
was  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays, — yeas  107,  nays  62. 
A joint  committee,  consisting  on  the  part  of  the 
house  of  one  member  from  eacli  county,  was  ap- 
pointed to  notify  Mr.  Kent  of  his  election. 

The  legislature  of  Maine,  on  Friday  last,  in 
convention  of  the  two  houses,  made  choice  of  Sam- 
uel P: -Benson,  esq.  of  Winthrop,  as  secretary  of 
state.  Mr.  Benson,  the  whig  candidate,  had  107 
votes,  and  Mr.  Nichols,  the  Van  Buren  candidate., 
97.  James  B.  Calhoon,  esq.  of  Portland,  the  whig 
candidate,  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  state  by  106 
votes,  and  Mr.  William  Hammond  had  92.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  ehosen  councillors — D. 
W.  Lord,  Toppon  Robie,  Samuel  Grey,  John  L. 
Blake,  Wm.  Pope,  and  B.  W.  Hinckey,  by  106  to 
108  votes.  The  Van  Buren  ticket  had  95  votes. 
Mr.  Ashur  Hinds,  one  of  the  whig  candidates  had 
but  101  votes,  102  being  necessary  for  a choice. 
The  convention  separated  without  making  a choice. 

[ Bost . Chron.  § Pi. 

Robbery  of  the  great  eastern  mail  from  Mobile  Ala. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  the  postmaster  of  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama, dated  “ Mobile , January  21,  1838. 

“Sir:  By  a letter  from  Mr.  Taylor,  the  contractor, 
dated  this  morning  at  Stockton,  Ala.  we  learn  that 
the  mail  from  this  office  to  Montgomery  was  rob- 
bed on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  and  the  dri- 
ver murdered.  The  robbery  was  detected  at  10 
o’clock,  a.  m.  on  the  10th.  but  no  traces  of  the  mail 
or  robbers  have  as  yet  been  found.  The  cut  port- 
manteaux have  been  returned  to  this  office,  the 
whole  contents  having  been  probably  deposited  in 
the  neighboring  swamps.  Every  exertion  will  be 
used  bv  myself  and  the  sontractors  to  recover  the 
mail  and  pursue  the  robbers.  Globe. 

Progress  of  a pound,  of  cotton.  The  following  pro- 
gress of  one  pound  weight  ot  manulactured  cotton, 
will  show  the  importance  ol  the  cotton  trade  to 
Great  Britian.  in  a very  conspicuous  manner: 

“There  was  sent  off  for  London,  lately,  from 
Paisley  a small  piece  of  muslin,  about  one  pound 
weight,  the  history  of  which  is  as  follows: 

‘The  wool  came  from  the  East  Indies  to  London; 
ftom  LonHon  it  went  into  Lancashire,  where  it  was 
manufactured  into  yarn;  from  Mancnester  it  was 
sent  to  Paisley,  where  it  was  woven;  it  was  sent 
to  Ayrshire  next,  where  it  was  tamboured;  alter- 
wards  it  was  conveyed  to  Dumbarton,  where  it  was 
hand-sewed,  and  again  returned  to  Paisley,  when  it 
was  sent  to  a distant  part  of  the  county  of  Renhew 
to  be  bleached,  and  was  returned  to  Paisley , whence 
it  was  sent  to  Glasgow  and  was  finished,  and  from 
Glasgow  was  sent  per  coach  to  London.  It  is  dif- 
ficult precisely  to  ascertain  the  time  taken  to  bring 
this  article  to  market,  but  it  may  be  pretty  near 
the  truth  to  reckon  it  three  years  from  the  lime  it 
was  packed  in  India,  till  in  cloth  it  arrived  in  the 
merchant’s  warehouse  in  London,  whither  it  must 
have  been  conveyed  5000  miles  by  sea,  and  920  by 
land. 

The  weather.  The  winter  appears  to  be  noted  fo- 
its  unusual  mildness  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
The  thermome'er  had  recently  risen  here  as  high 
as  60,  and  the  lilacs  and  horse  cliesnuts  have  swell- 
ed their  buds  as  they  generally  do  in  the  month  of 
April.  No  winter  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  has  been  so  mild  as  the  present, 
except  in  1802,  1818,  and  1S28. 

In  the  whole  winter  of  1818-19,  ploughing  was 
done  during  nearly  every  week  of  the  seas.on,  and 
there  was  not  snow  enough  to  cover  the  ground, 
till  the  6th  of  March,  when  driving  snow'  storms 
and  severe  cold  set  in  and  continued  till  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  season  succeeding,  wms,  however, 
quite  fruitful. — \Newburyport  Herald. 

The  thermometer  in  this  city,  yesterday  (Tucs- 
day)  morning,  stood  at  1-5;  which  i9  the  greatest 
depression  since  the  23d  ot  December.  The  gicat- 
est  cold  this  winter  was  on  the  22d  of  December — 

5 degrees  above  zero. 

The  weather  for  several  weeks  past  has  been 
such  as  we  usually  experience  early  in  November. 
No  snow  has  fallen  since  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber. The  crocus’s  and  psonias  have  sprung  up, 
and  the  honeysuckle  has  put  forth  its  leaves.  [Bos 
ton  paper  of  the  24th  inst. 

In  Washington  city,  the  weather  for  the  last  two 
or  three  weeks  has  been  as  mild  as  in  the  spring 
months,  and  we  have  more  than  once  seen  ladies 
using  their  parasols  as  a shelter  from  the  heat  ot 
the  sun. 
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Og-lt  will  been  seen  by  reference  to  our  abstract 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  that  Mr.  Rives 
has  offered  a substitute  for  Mr.  Wright’s  sub-trea- 
sury bill.  

0CJ=The  house  of  representatives  has  reversed  the 
decision  made  at  the  extra  session  in  relation  to 
Messrs.  Ghohon  and  Claiborn,  and  decided  that  those 
gentlemen  are  not  entitled  to  their  seats.  See 
page  368. 

Spanish  commission.  From  the  Globe  of  Thurs- 
day night.  The  commission  for  adjusting  the  claims 
of  our  merchants  for  indemnity  under  the  conven- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  closed 
its  session  of  eighteen  months  this  day.  The  du- 
ties of  Mr.  Henry  (being  sole  commissioner)  have 
been  arduous,  and  occupied  his  unremitted  atten- 
tion to  the  last  day.  The  propriety  of  extending 
the  commission  to  this  day  is  manifest  from  the 
fact  stated  to  us,  that  the  memorial  of  the  largest 
claimant  was  not  filed  until  Saturday  last.  We  are 
informed  that  the  whole  amount  awarded,  except 
about  eight  thousand  dollars,  goes  to  merchants  and 
underwriters  north  of  the  Potomac. 

Treasury  Department, 

February,  1,  1838. 

The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  date,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  12th  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  entitled  “an  act  to  authorize  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes,”  amount  to  $4,485,904  28. 

The  amount  received  for  duties,  and  in  payment 
of  debts,  as  appears  by  the  returns  made  up  to  the 
same  period,  is  about  $1,521,500. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mississippi.  The  hon.  James  Trotter,  a friend 
of  the  administration,  has  been  elected  a senator 
from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  hon.  John 
Black.  For  Mr.  Trotter  62;  Bodley  32;  Hud- 
son 25. 

Abolitionists.  The  abolition  state  convention 

Vvllich  rocontly  ITapriibni  Pa.}  poli 

tioned  the  house  of  representatives  lor  the  use  of 
their  hall  to  deliver  abolition  lectures.  The  appli- 
cation was  refused  by  the  following  vote: 

■ YEAS — Messrs.  Beaty,  Chamberlain  of  Cambria, 
Crabb,  Diller,  Dillingham,  Ehrman,  Farreily,  Fell,  Funk 
Harshe,  Herr,  Hinchman,  Ivins,  Karns,  Keim,  Kendig, 
Kettlewell,  McClaren,  Mcllvain  of  Chester,  Morton, 
Passmore,  Pennitnan,  Reed  of  Erie,  Richardson,  Saw- 
dey,  Stevens  and  Walker — 27. 

_ NAYS — Messrs.  Brooks,  Carpenter,  Chamberlain  of 
Crawford,  Clark,  Calhoun,  Coplan,  Crispin,  Cunning- 
ham, Dnnmick  of  Pike,  Dimock  of  Susquehanna,  Era- 
man,  Espy,  Fegely,  Garretson,  Geiger,  Gilmore,  Gold- 
smith, Gorgas,  Hill  of  Berks,  Hill  of  Westmoreland, 
Hirst,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Hughes,  James,  Killinger,  Krebs, 
Lavertv,  Leech,  Longaker,  Love,  McClelland,  McEl- 
wee,  Morrison,  Park,  Porter,  Pray,  Reed,  of  Philadel- 
hia,  Reynolds  of  Westmoreland,  Ritter,  Ryan,  Se- 
ring,  Shorswood,  Shearer,  Shorts,  Sipes,  Stark,  Stro- 
hecker,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Walborn,  Wilson,  Wood- 
burn,  Ycarick,  Yost,  Dewart,  Speaker — 56.  1 

From  Florida.  The  latest  news  from  Florida, 
is  contained  in  the  following  from  the  Savannah 
Georgian  of  the  28th  ult. 

The  steam  packet  Forester,  Capt.  Dillon,  arriv- 
ed here  this  morning  from  Garey’s  ferry.  From 
captain  D.  we  derive  the  following  intelligence, 
which  we  transmit  by  express  mail,  and  hope  to 
receive  particulars  for  our  next. 

Lieut.  Powell  with  about  eighty  men,  including 
regulars,  landed  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  and  took  a squaw; 
she  told  them  she  would  carry  them  where  the  In- 
dians were  encamped,  which  was  about  seven 
miles  otf.  Lieutenant  P.  attacked  them,  the  In- 
dians returned  the  fire  with  a grest  deal  of  spirit, 
when  the  sailors  ran,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
artillery  they  would  all  have  been  cut  to  pieces. 

A ll  the  officers  were  wounded.  Dr.  Lightner  was 
killed.  The  steamboats  Charleston,  Wm.  Gaston, 
and  James  Boatwright,  were  at  St.  Johns  bar, 
waiting  tor  favorable  weather  to  proceed  to  Indian 
river,  where  they  were  ordered  by  Gen  Jesup. 

In  addition  to  what  we  published  yesterday,  res- 
pecting the  fight  between  the  detachment  of  raa- 
tines  under  lieutenant  Powell,  and  a body  of  In- 
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dians,  we  give  the  following  particulars,  since 
communicated  to  us.  Lieut.  McRail  was  the  name 
of  the  officer  killed,  and  Lt.  Harrison  was  wound- 
ed. There  is  little  doubt  that  Dr.  Leitner,  former- 
ly of  this  city  was  the  surgeon  mentioned  as  kill- 
ed. The  marines  lost  an  ammunition  boat,  being 
compelled  to  abandon  it,  in  their  hasty  retreat. 
Gen.  Jesup  had  got  on  trail  of  a large  body  of  In- 
dians, but  want  of  provisions  caused  him  to  return 
to  Fort  Pierce.  Gen.  Hernandez  and  suite  had 
started  for  St.  Augustine. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  army 
at  fort  Brook,  Florida,  under  date  of  January  13, 
1838. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  a tour  of  duty  on  the 
Suwanee  and  Withlacoochee,  and  have  just  heard 
of  the  fatal  affair  of  the  25th  of  Decemher  at  Okee 
Chubbee  lake. 

Col.  Thompson  was  wounded  in  three  places 
before  he  fell,  either  of  which  would  have  proved 
fatal.  The  first  ball  passed  through  the  abdo- 
men to  the  left;  the  second,  in  the  right  breast; 
and  the  last  through  the  chin  and  neck;  evidently 
shot  from  a tree.  He  fell  in  a sitting  position  and 
died  instantly. 

“ Van  Swearingen  was  shot  in  advance  of  his 
company,  in  the  lower  part  of  his  neck,  retired  to 
the  rear,  raised  both  his  hands  above  his  head,  and 
fell  flat  on  his  face,  gave  one  groan,  and  was  no 
more. 

“ Brooke  was  shot  through  the  heart,  and  died 
with  a smile  on  his  face. 

“Centre was  shot  through  the  head,  from  a tree, 
and  died  instantly. 

“Col.  Gentry  of  Missouri,  was  shot  through  the 
body;  the  same  ball  passed  through  him  and 
through  his  son’s  arm,  and  then  into  a tree.  It  was 
a musket  ball. 

“All  these  officers  showed  the  greatest  gallantry 
in  the  fight.  Andrews  was  severely  wmunded, 
and  Walker  of  the  6th,  was  literally  shot  to 
pieces:  four  balls  passed  through  him,  and  several 
others  grazed  him.  He  is  fast  recovering,  however, 
and  is  as  manly  under  his  severe  wounds  as  he 
was  brave  in  receiving  them.  He  is  a promising 
officer. 

“I  havq  thus  been  particular  in  naming  all  these 
facts,  as  I know  they  will  be  interesting  to  you.  It 
seems  hard  that  so  many  brave  spirits  should  fall  in 
such  an  inglorious  warfare. 

“The  lives  of  all  the  Indians  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  revenge  one  of  these  officers.” 

A letter  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  dated  January 
31,  states  that  Oceola,  the  celebrated  Indian  chief, 
died  at  fort  Moultrie,  on  the  night  previous,  of  an 
affection  of  the  throat. 

The  “Mercury”  states  that  he  had  been  sick  for 
some  time — when  we  saw  him  at  the  theatre,  Iffe 
looked  sad  and  tired  of  the  world.  He  was  attack- 
ed with  a catarrhal  fever,  but  whether  he  fell  a vic- 
tim to  the  common  course  of  the  disease,  or  to  the 
harrassments  of  a vexed  and  disappointed  spirit,  is 
matter  of  doubt — probably  a combination  of  the 
two.  He  had  the  best  medical  attendance  and  we 
believe  was  in  nothing  neglected — but  it  would  not 
do — his  proud  and  unconquerable  spirit  refused  to 
be  chained  to  a captive  body.  We  shall  not  write 
his  epitaph  or  his  funeral  oration,  yet  is  there  some- 
thing in  the  character  of  this  man  not  unworthy  of 
the  respect  of  the  world.  From  a vagabond  child, 
he  became  the  masterspirit  of  along  and  desperate 
war.  He  made  himself — no  man  owed  less  to  acci- 
dent. Bold  and  decisive  in  action,  deadly  but  con- 
sistent in  hatred,  dark  in  revenge,  cool,  subtle,  saga- 
cious in  council,  he  established  gradually  and  surely 
a resistless  ascendancy  over  his  adoptive  tribe,  by 
the  daring  of  his  deeds,  the  constancy  of  his  hos- 
tility to  the  whites,  and  the  profound  craft  of  his 
policy.  In  council  he  spoke  little — he  made  the 
other  chiefs  his  instruments,  and  what  they  deli- 
vered in  public,  was  the  secret  suggestion  of  the 
invisible  master.  Such  was  Oceola,  who  will  be 
long  remembered  as  the  man  that  with  the  feeblest 
means  produced  the  most  terrible  effects. 

From  Canada.  The  only  authentic  intelligence 
received  since  our  last  from  the  scene  of  revolt,  is 
contained  in  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from 


the  collector  of  the  District  of  Cuyahoga,  which  we 
find  in  the  “Globe.”  That  paper  also  states  that 
the  arms  seized  belonged  to  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  that  the  expedition  under  lieutenant  col.  Worth 
was  accompanied  by  a volunteer  force  and  a civil 
officer  from  that  state. 

Cleaveland,  Ohio,  Jan.  24,  1838. 
Sir  : I have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamboat 
Robert  Fulton,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Homans, 
of  the  navy,  arrived  here  this  morning,  on  her  way 
from  Buffalo  to  Detroit,  having  on  board  a large  body 
of  United  States  troops,  under  command  of  colonel 
Worth,  of  the  army.  The  object  of  this  expedi- 
tion is  to  suppress  the  violations  of  our  neutrality, 
which  are  now  taking  place  on  or  near  the  Detroit 
river. 

From  the  latest  information  obtained  from  that 
quarter,  it  appears  that  from  500  to  1000  men  are 
organized  on  Gibralter,  (an  American  island,)  at 
the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  and  opposite  Malden,  U. 
C.  with  the  avowed  intent  of  invading  the  Province 
of  Upper  Canada.  I am  quite  certain  that  the  Ro- 
bert Fulton  will  be  able  to  reach  the  scene  of  these 
operations  by  9 o’clock  this  evening,  though  the 
weather  has  been,  for  two  days  past,  extremely 
cold,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  ice  has  accum- 
ulated in  the  upper  part  of  the  lake.  The  Robert 
Fulton  left  Buffalo  on  Sunday  evening  last.  On 
Monday  morning  she  touched  at  the  port  of  Dun- 
kirk, from  whence  the  troops  embarked,  and  march- 
ed to  the  village  of  Fredonia,  four  miles  in  the  in- 
terior. Here  were  concentrated  about  300  men  of 
the  forces  lately  on  Navy  Island,  with  all  the  cau- 
non  and  munitions  saved  from  Navy  Island.  Col. 
Worth  was  enabled  to  seize  all  their  arms  and  mu- 
nitions, amounting  to  about  390  stand  of  arms,  and 
safely  secured  them  on  board  of  the  boat. 

The  steamboat  New  England  had  been  chartered 
at  Buffalo  to  transport  the  forces  concentrated  at 
Fredonia  to  the  scene  of  offensive  operations  on  the 
Detroit  river,  but  has  been  prevented  by  General 
Scott.  The  NewEngland  is  now  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  and  will  proceed  up  the  lake  to- 
morrow, as  far  as  Erie,  at  least. 

To  aid  in  the  operations  of  these  steamboats,  I 
have  ordered  all  the  light  houses  under  my  superin- 
tendence to  be  lightedup,  which  for  several  weeks 
have  been  suspended  by  the  close  of  navigation. 

In  haste,  &c. 

General  Sutherland,  some  of  whose  belligerant  or- 
ders we  have  inserted  below,  was  arrested  at  De- 
troit on  the  12th  ult.  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
U.  S.  laws  in  setting  on  foot  a military  expedition 
from  this  country  against  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain.  After  a full  examination,  he  was  liberat- 
ed. But  in  the  Detroit  Advertiser  of  the  18th  we 
find  the  following. 

“ A second  arrest.  Yesterday  afternoon  general 
Sutherland  was  again  brought  before  judge  Wil- 
kins, for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  act  of  congress, 
in  beginning,  setting  on  foot,  and  providing  the 
means  fora  military  enterprise  against  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada.  On  testimony  forwarded  from 
New  York,  showing  probable  cause,  the  judge,  af- 
ter argument,  held  him  to  bail  in  $5000,  and  secu- 
rity in  like  sum.  Mr.  Curtis  Emerson  offered  him- 
self, justified,  and  was  accepted.  Gen.  S.  is  bound 
to  appear  at  the  circuit  court  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  the  offence  having  been  com- 
mitted there.” 

At  the  last  advices  all  was  quiet  at  Detroit.  The 
steamboat  New  England  had  returned  to  Cleave- 
land from  that  port,  having  encountered  ice  among 
the  islands  at  the  upper  end  of  the  lake. 

The  following  are  specimens  of  the  orders  issued 
by  general  Sutherland. 

despatch  (No.  2.) 

To  gen.  R.  Van  Ransselear,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Patriot  forces  of  Upper  Canada. 

Head  Quarters,  2 d division,  \ 

Bois  Blanc,  U.  C.,  Jan.  9th,  1838.  ) 

Bear  Sir:  I have  the  gratification  of  informing 

you,  that  I have  accomplished,  in  behalf  of  Canadian 
liberty,  much  more  than  I had  advised  you,  in  a 
former  despatch,  I had  reason  to  expect;  and  that 
on  the  7th  instant  I found  myself  at  the  head  of  a 
very  respectable  and  gallant  force  of  armed  patriots, 
ready  to  “do  or  die”  lor  our  cause.  With  this  force 
at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  I affected  a landing, 
undercover  of  some  pieces  of  artilery,  mounted  on 
a small  schooner,  and  pulled  down  the  enemy’s  flag, 


854  NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEBRUARY  3,  1838— CANADA  AFFAIRS. 


and  hoisted  our  star-spangled  tri-color,  without 
firing  a shot  with  our  small  arms. 

Last  evening  after  I had  embarked  the  force  under 
my  command,  I proceeded  in  a barge  to  reconnoitre 
this  island  and  the  town  of  Malden,  which  lies  ad- 
jacent, when  I discovered  that  the  enemy’s  force, 
consisting  of  about  two  hundred,  principally  ne- 
groes and  Indians,  were  concentrated  on  the  island, 
and  immediately  endeavored  to  get  up  our  boats, 
with  the  men  and  dislodge  them;  but,  owing  to  the 
current  of  the  stream,  and  the  wind,  both  of  which 
were  against  us,  we  were  unable  to  effect  a landing 
until  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
enemy  fled,  after  having  fired  a few  shots  at  us 
without  effect,  being  satisfied  with  a discharge  or 
two  from  a six  pounder  mounted  on  one  of  our 
boats.  ' 

So  precipitate  wore  ihc.  enemy  to  get  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  guns,  that  they  ran  off,  lea  ving  ub  the 
most  of  their  camp  equipage — a large  quantity  of 
provisions  and  stores,  with  some  munitions.  The 
officers,  so  great  was  their  hurry,  left  their  wine 
glasses,  with  a few  bottles,  on  the  tables— which  I 
presume,  was  furnished  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
queen,  as  the  tories  term  that  which  they  plunder 
from  the  people. 

In  the  operations  I have  thus  far  commenced,  I 
have  been  very  ably  seconded  and  assisted  by  gen. 
Theller,  colonels  McKinney  and  Dodge  of  the  in- 
fantry, and  colonel  Brophey  of  the  engineers,  and 
many  other  gallant  and  spirited  officers  who  are 
with  ine. 

Enclosed  herewith,  marked  A.  B.  C.,  I send  you 
copies  of  proclamations  issued  by  me,  which  will 
inform  you  of  the  course  I intend  to  pursue  in  my 
co-operation  with  you  in  behalf  of  Canadian  li- 
berty. 

With  the  prospects  I now  have  before  me,  I think 
you  may  rely  upon  my  very  speedy  co-operation 
with  you.  And  with  the  assistance  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, fighting  not  for  power  or  mercenary  ob- 
jects, but  for  the  common  cause  of  all  mankind — 
the  principles  of  free  self-government — success  will 
certainly  attend  our  arms? 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  SUTHERLAND, 
Brig.  gen.  of  the  Patriot  army, 

U.  C.  in  command. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  deluded  supporters  of  British  tyranny  in 
Upper  Canada, 

You  are  required  to  lay  down  your  arms,  and  re- 
turn quietly  to  your  homes.  The  patriot  army  of 
Upper  Canada  desire  not  bloodshed.  We  fight  only 
for  liberty,  and  public  and  personal  safety. 

Your  potmna  and  proDertv  shall  be  protected,  all 
your  private  rights  preserved  to  you,  your  homes 
secured,  your  possessions  untouched,  on  condition 
that  you  yield  up  your  weapons  and  retire  to  your 
accustomed  occupations. 

You  are  now  enjoying  a moiety  of  liberty  vouch- 
safed to  you  from  motives  of  caprice  or  interest  on 
the  part  of  your  rulers.  We  will  secure  to  you  all 
the  blessings  of  freedom  by  a permanent  andhonor- 
able  tenure. 

Avoid  then  the  horrors  of  war.  Enrage  not  sol- 
diers already  exasperated  by  oppression.  Save 
yourselves  from  violence,  and  your  property  from 
confiscation.  Cease  resistance,  and  all  will  be  well 
with  you.  TH.  J.  SUTHERLAND, 

Brig.  gen.  commanding  2d  division. 

Patriot  army,  U.  C. 

Head  Quarters,  2nd  division,  ) 

Bois  Blanc,  U.  C.  Jan.  10th,  1S38.  ) 


From  the  Jlrmy  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  Our 
professional  avocation  for  the  last  five  years  have 
brought  us  much  into  contact,  both  personally  and 
by  correspondence,  with  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  w7e  can  with  perfect  sincerity  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  truth  of  the  following  deservedly  just 
tribute  from  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette. 

“The  admirable  characteristics  which  are  ac- 
corded to  military  and  naval  gentlemen;  their  ge- 
nerous bearing  elevated  probity,  and  prompt,  invar- 
iable courtesy,  areeminently  distinctive  traits  ofthe 
army  and  navy  officers  of  the  country.  We  speak 
from  considerable  experience.  It  has  been  ourgood 
fortune  always  to  have  a very  large  number  of  such 
officers  on  our  list  of  readers,  especially  military 
gentlemen  in  the  south  and  south-west,  and  along 
the  western  frontier  line;  and  during  our  long  inter- 
course with  them  we  have  steadily  enjoyed  at  their 
hand  perfect  urbanity,  considerate  delicacy,  and 
business  prompitude — never  receiving  from  them  a 
word  of  petulance,  an  act  of  neglect,  ora  breath  of 
dictation.  Our  contemporaries  understand,  if  the 
public  do  not,  the  enviable  grace  and  value  of  such 
friends  to  a Gazette;  how  they  recompense  its  toils. 


too  often  thankless,  and  its  independence,  too  often 
unrequited.” 

Tobacco.  We  are  informed  that  some  of  the 
tobacco  growers  on  the  western  shore  of  Mary- 
land have  written  to  their  agents  in  this  city  mak- 
ing inquiries  as  to  the  correctness  of  a statement 
recently  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in 
relation  to  the  contract  made  with  the  French  go- 
vernment for  supplying  the  royal  manufactories 
with  tobacco.  The  following  is  the  statement  al- 
luded to: — 

“New  York,  Dec.  3. 

The  principal  merchants  of  Paris  have  received 
the  decision  ofthe  minister  of  finance  on  their  ten- 
ders for  supplying  the  royal  manufactories  with 
foreign  tobacco.  The  quantities  demanded  for 
1838  were  3,308,857  lbs.  of  Maryland;  4,514,250 
lbo.  of  Kentucky,  and  3,300,550  of  Virginia,  all  of 
the  first  quality  and  of  the  growth  ol  1836-1837. — 
The  contract  for  the  Virginia  was  awarded  to  G. 
Odier  & Co.  at  109  francs  the  quintal,  or  100  lbs. 
weight;  the  Kentucky  to  Fould  & Co.  at  99f.  85c. 
and  the  Maryland  to  M.  Piscatory  at  165f. 

We  have  been  called  upon  by  a gentleman  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  supplying  the  Mary- 
land tobacco,  and  requested  to  correct  two  impor- 
tant errors  in  the  above  statement,  in  order  that  the 
planters  in  this  state  may  not  be  misled.  Of  the 
whole  quantity  of  Maryland  to  bacco  required,  only 
about  300,000  lbs.  are  to  be  of  the  first  quality, 
which  is  contracted  for  at  165f. — the  balance  is  at 
105f.  In  the  second  place  the  prices  are  so  much 
per  killognm  of  220  lbs  and  not  per  quintal  of  100 
lbs.  as  stated  above.  Balt.  American,  Jan.  22. 


Annual  report  of  the  inspector  of  leaf  tobacco  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  yearlS37. 

Tobacco  inspected  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  in  the  year  1837,  with  the  average  price 
per  pound,  and  probable  value  thereof,  viz: 
3,675  hhds  of  Kentucky,  merchant- 
able, nett  weight4,410,008, 
at  7 cts.  $308,700  00 

1,996  “ do.  unmerchantable,  nett 

weight  2,395,266,  at  3|  cts.  83,833  00 

683  “ Virginia, nett  weight  1,056- 

200',  at  7 cts.  73,934  00 

419  “ Ohio  and  Maryland,  nett 

weight  335,200,  at  6 cts.  20,1 12  00 

6,773  “ \veighing8, 199, 600,  value  $486,578  00 


Amount  of  gross  receipts  in  1837,  $16,296  00 

Expenses,  21.582  00 


Loss, 


$5,285  00 


J.  D.  STEVENSON,  inspector. 

New  York,  Jan.  3d,  1838. 

Among  the  items  of  expense,  are  as  follows: — 
Rent  $10,000;  book-keeper,  $1,000;  deputy  in- 
spectors and  collector,  $1,708;  foreman,  workmen 
and  laborers,  &6,682;  nails,  $631;  headings,  hoops, 
&c.  $445;  fuel,  $5S;  cartage  $140;  lost  and  damag- 
ed tobacco;  $733. 

Common  Schools.  Public  attention  is  much 
alive,  we  are  glad  to  perceive,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union,  on  this  momentous  subject.  We  have  al- 
ready stated  the  result  of  the  state  convention  re- 
cently held  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  have  fre- 
quently referred  to  the  vigorous  and  systematic  ef- 
forts making  in  that  state,  to  introduce,  and  render 
as  diffusive  as  possible,  the  advantages  and  bless- 
ings of  popular  instruction,  on  the  only  sound  basis 
of  morals  and  religion. 

In  Kentucky,  too,  enlightened  patriotism — not 
the  brigand  patriotism  of  the  frontier,  which  steals 
arms  that  it  may  commit  murder — is  at  work  on 
the  same  subject;  and  the  Louisville  Journal,  in  a 
series  of  able  and  well-reasoned  editorial  articles, 
is  enforcing  the  duty  of  making  ample  provision  for 
the  establishment  of  the  best  models,  of  common 
schools  in  that  state. 

In  that  paper  of  the  16th,  is  an  excellent  article, 
calculated  to  show,  what,  indeed,  New  York — with 
all  her  ample  funds  and  long  experience  devoted 
to  common  schools  has  yet  to  learn,  or  at  least, 
practically  to  adopt — that,  as  the  foundation  of  a 
good  system  of  popular  instruction,  the  calling  and 
the  compensation  of  the  teacher,  must  be  raised. — 
We  must  pay  better,  and  treat  better,  the  men 
charged  with  forming  the  minds  of  youth,  before 
we  can  obtain  the  right  sort  of  instructors.  In  the 
social  scale,  their  position  should  be  looked  upon 
as  of  the  highest,  and  in  the  pecuniary  scale  they 
must  be  paid  liberally,  or  at  least  as  well  relatively 
as  men  of  other  professions — or  the  right  men  can- 
not be  had. 


The  Louisville  Journal  dwells  with  force  and  ef- 
fect upon  this  point,  and,  in  reference  to  this  state, 
has  some  striking  and  obvious  remarks,  drawn  from 
the  fact  that,  while  we  have  not  adequately  raised 
the  compensation  of  common  school  teachers  here, 
we  are  establishing,  at  great  expense,  schools  for 
the  education  of  teachers.  The  Journal  reasons 
very  naturally,  that  if  Kentucky  will  pay,  at  the 
proper  rate,  her  common  school  masters,  the  New 
York  schools  for  teachers  will  educate  for  her,  com- 
petent men,  who  will,  of  course,  seek  the  highest 
compensation  for  their  services. 

We  hope,  while  other  States  are  thus  wisely  turn- 
ing their  attention  to  this  all-important  subject  of 
popular  instruction,  New  York  will  not  neglect  it, 
nor  be  satisfied  to  rest  where  she  is,  while  others  are 
aiming  so  much  higher.  N.  Y.  American. 


Canals.  The  receipts  for  lolls  on  the  New 
York  canals  during  tlie  year  1837,  were  as  follows: — 
Erie  and  Chamj  lain  canal,  $1,274,403  94 

Oswego  canal,  24,881  97 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  16,648  77 

Chenango  canal,  4,955  89 

Chemung  canal,  4,342  99 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  1,547  61 


Total  receipts',  $1,326,781  17 

During  the  yeai  1837  the  receipts  for  toll,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  canals  and  rail  roads  were  as  follows, 
viz: — 


State  canals, 

Rail  roads, 
Schuylkill  canal, 
Lehigh  canal. 
Union  canal, 


$473,261  11 
285,504  01 
604,189  57 
149,266  74 
107,590  37 


Total  receipts  Pennsylvania,  $1,619,811  80 
Total  do.  New  York,  1,326,781  17 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Penn,  works,  $293,030  63 
In  the  above  statement  we  have  included  the  tolls 
taken  on  the  seven  New  York  state  canals,  and 
those  on  the  Pennsylvania  canals,  the  Columbia 
and  Portage  railroads,  and  the  Schuylkill,  Lehigh, 
and  Union  canals,  as  forming  the  great  chain  of 
communication  with  the  west.  It  will  be  perceiv- 
ed that  although  the  improvements  in  the  latter 
state  are  still  imcomplete,  the  revenue  derived  from 
them  in  1837  exceeds  those  of  our  rival  sister,  New 
York,  nearly  $300,000.  [Phil.  Com.  List. 


Reduction  of  letter  postage.  In  an  arti- 
cle in  favor  ofthe  reduction  of  the  existing  rates  of 
letter  postage,  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin  says — 

The  jirusjjeiuus  condition  of  the  post,  nfficn  do 

partrnent,  indicates  that  the  present  is  an  appro- 
priate season  for  that  reduction,  which  has  so  long 
been  considered  a desideratum.  The  surplus,  af- 
ter defraying  all  expenses  of  the  department,  the 
last  year,  according  to  the  secretary’s  report,  was 
1 - 5th  of  all  (he  receipts:  there  is  surely  no  demand 
ol  revenue  from  the  source,  and  the  rates  should 
be  reduced  proportionally  to  the  excess.  One  of 
the  most  reasonable  sources  of  apprehension  ofthe 
dissolution  of  our  union  may  be  considered  the  vast 
extent — the  unwieldly  magnitude  of  our  territory, 
and  that  spirit  of  independence  and  individuality 
■ — that  spirit  of  self  ism  and  that  absence  of  enlarged 
and  generous  sympathy  of  one  section  of  the  land 
with  others  at  a distance.  One  of  the  great  objects 
to  be  attained,  therefore,  by  that  immense  system 
of  internal  improvement:.,  which  is  projected,  and 
is  now  going  on  throughout  the  counliy  from  one 
extremity  to  the  other,  is  not  more  the  advance- 
ment of  commercial  interests,  than  the  unity  of  in- 
dividual and  national  feeling.  Railroads,  canals, 
and  other  works  of  the  character,  may  be  looked 
upon  as  those  bonds  which  are  to  bind  the  sections 
of  this  empire  land  together;  and  just  in  proportion 
as  those  channels  of  intercourse  are  perfected,  just 
in  that  proportion  will  the  beneficial  results  to  be 
anticipated,  ensue.  Who  is  not  aware,  that  the 
interest  felt  by  individual  communifies  towards  each 
other,  like  the  interests  of  individuals,  is  vitally  af- 
fected by  contiguity  and  propinquity — that  there 
are  sympathies  now  in  play  between  the  citizens  of 
distant  points  of  our  union,  which  ten  years  ago 
had  no  existence,  and  for  the  single  reason,  and  no 
other,  that  where  intercommunication  was  then  de- 
layed to  months,  it  is  now  effected  in  days.  Now 
all  of  this  has  immediate  bearing  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration.  Every  measure  which  may 
conduce  to  this  union  of  sentiment,  and  thought, 
and  interest,  and  feeling,  throughout  the  country — 
every  thing  which  may  have  a tendency  to  crush, 
those  hydra  headed  sectional  prejudices,  which  now 
exist  to  an  extent  so  much  to  be  regretted,  is  of  vi- 
tal importance  to  our  national  welfare.  A cheap 
and  rapid  letter  conveyance  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
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tliase  measures.  The  more  reduced  the  rate  of 
postage,  the  more  extended  will  be  the  intercourse 
of  the  people,  and  the  more  active  the  sympathy  of 
those  citizens  of  one  section  with  those  of  another. 
We  deem  the  post  office  department  in  all  its  ar- 
rangements, as  a bond  of  union,  secondary  to  none 
other  now  in  operation;  and  just  in  that  ratio,  as  the 
speed,  regularity,  safety,  and  the  hundred  facilities 
connected  with  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  are 
increased,  just  in  that  ratio  will  the  beneficial  re- 
sults it  is  calculated  to  elfect,  be  accomplished. 

Law  suit.  Delano  vs.  Stockton  <§'  Stokes.  This  was 
an  action  on  the  case  brought  in  Baltimore  coun- 
ty court  by  the  plaintiff"  against  the  defendant,  to 
recover  damages  for  an  injury  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff  by  reason  of  a collision  occasioned  by  the 
defendants’  coach  being  negligently  driven  against 
the  coach  of  Beltzhoover  and  company,  in  which 
tiie  plaintiff"  was  a passenger,  me  plaintiff’s  proor 
was,  that  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1333,  the 
defendants’  coach  left  Baltimore  about  4 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  under  the  guidance  of  a drunken 
driver;  that  about  seven  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
while  the  driver  of  the  coach  in  which  the  plaintiff"1 
was  progressing  towards  Baltimore  at  a moderate  I 
pace,  the  driver  became  alarmed  by  the  rapidity  at  ' 
which  the  defendants’  coach  appeared  to  be  passing 
the  bridge  at  Elk  Ridge  landing;  at  the  time  the 
driver  of  the  coach  in  which  the  plaintiff  was, 
heard  the  approach  of  the  defendants’  coach,  he 
was  about  seventy  yards  from  the  bridge;  anxious 
for  the  safety  of  his  coach  and  passengers,  he  had 
slackened  the  speed  of  his  horses,  and  had  turned 
his  leaders  into  a side  road,  but  had  not  time  to 
bring  his  coach  entirely  to  the  by-road  before  the 
collision  took  place;  the  driver  of  the  coach  in 
which  the  plaintiff'  was,  was  badly  hurt  by  the  con- 
tact, and  the  plaintiff  himself  was  so  dreadfully 
bruised  that  his  life  was  in  imminent  danger; 
the  plaintiff"  received  a violent  concussion  of  the 
brain,  his  face  became  black,  and  the  blood  stream- 
ed from  his  eyes,  nose,  ears,  and  mouth,  and  for 
nearly  a week  he  was  left  at  a tavern  on  the  road 
in  a state  of  insensibility,  though  plaintiff"  is  now 
partially  restored;  yet,  in  consequence  of  his 
wound,  he  is  threatened  with  epilepsy,  and  his  in- 
tellect is  much  impaired;  the  driver  of  the  defend- 
ants’ coach  was  seen  drunk  on  his  box  soon  after 
the  accident.  The  defendants  attempted  to  prove 
that  tha  driver  of  theircoach  vvas  not  drunk  on  the 
night  of  the  accident;  that  he  bore  the  character  of 
a temperate  man;  that  he  was  passing  the  bridge  at 
the  usual  gait  of  stage  coach  driver,  and  that 

tbpno-h  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  roaH  ho 
did  not  infringe  me  taw  01  me  roaa  to  “keep  to 

the  right,”  because  the  usage  was  for  all  drivers  at 
that  point  to  take  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road,  and 
that  the  driver  of  defendants’  could  not  have  seen 
.or  heard  the  driver  of  the  coach  in  which  plaintiff 
was.  Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  $2,530. 

Council  for  the  plaintiff",  R.  N.  Martin,  Z.  C. 
Lin  and  J.  R.  Cook,  esqrs.,  who  ably  andeloquent- 
lv  pleaded  for  the  rights  of  their  client;  and  the 
Baltimore  bar  may  well  congratulate  themselves 
01  the  acquisition  of  so  talented  a member  as  Mr. 
C.  who  h as  lvely  taken  up  his  residence  in  this 
city,  from  Virginia.  Counsel  for  defendant,  John 
Glenn  and  Reverdy  Johnson,  esqrs.,  who  made  an 
able  defence.  [San. 

Bank  commissioners.  The  Boston  Transcript 
has  published  the  following  synopsis  of  the  bill  re- 
ported to  the  senate  of  Massachusetts,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  bank  commissioners: 

The  committee  on  banks  and  banking,  in  the 
state  senate,  who  were  directed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  superintend  the  doings  of  the 
several  banks  in  the  commonwealth,  have  reported 
a bill  which  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the 
governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  of  three 
bink  commissioners,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
(one  to  go  out  of  office,  and  another  to  be  substitu- 
ted, at  the  end  of  each  year — -the  governor  possess- 
ing also  the  power  of  removal,  at  any  time,  forneg- 
lect  of  duty,  or  other  sufficient  cause)  who  shall, 
or  some  on?  of  them,  at  least  once  in  every  twelve 
months,  an  1 as  much  oftener  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, visit  every  bank  and  provident  institution 
for  savings,  incorporated  by  the  commonwealth, 
and  have  free  access  to  their  vaults,  books,  and  pa- 
pers, and  thoroughly  inspect  and  examine  all  the 
a, ‘fairs  of  said  corporation,  and  make  any  and  all  such 
inquiries  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  con- 
dition of  said  corporations,  and  their  ability  to  ful- 
fil all  the  engagements  made  by  them,  and  whether 
they  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  law  ap 
plicable  to  their  transactions. 

The  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  may  ex- 


amine under  oath,  all  the  directors,  officers,  or 
agents  of  said  corporations,  in  relation  to  the  affairs, 
transactions,  and  condition  of  said  corporations;  and 
any  director,  officer,  or  agent,  who  shall  refuse  to 
testify  when  required,  or  who  shall  obstruct  in  any 
why  any  commissioner  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
shail,  on  conviction,  be  subject  to  a fine  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars. 

If,  upon  examination  of  any  bank  or  provident 
institution  for  savings,  a majority  of  the  commis- 
sioners shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  same  is  insol- 
vent, or  that  its  condition  is  such  as  to  render  its 
further  progress  hazardous  to  the  public,  they  may 
appiy  to  some  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  to  issue  an  injunction  to  restrain 
such  corporation  from  further  proceeding  with  its 
business,  and  said  justice  shall  after  a hearing  of 
the  bank,  if  he  think  the  public  safety  requires  it, 
issue  such  process,  and  make  such  orders 
crees,  io  suspena,  restrain,  or  prohibit  the  further 
prosecuting  of  the  business  of  such  corporation,  as 
may  be  needful  in  the  premises,  according  to  the 
course  of  chancery  proceedings,  and  at  his  discre- 
tion to  appoint  agents  or  receivers  to  take  poses- 
sion  of  the  property  and  effects  of  the  corporation, 
subject  to  such  rules  and  orders  as  may,  from  time 
to  time,  be  prescribed  by  the  supreiqe  judicial 
court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  in  vacation. 

- The  commissioners  in  the  month  of  December, 
annually,  shall  make  a report  ro  the  governor,  of 
the  general  conduct  and  condition  of  the  corpora- 
tions visited  by  them;  and  in  case  any  one  or  more 
of  them  have,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commission- 
ers, essentially  violated  any  law  of  this  common- 
wealth, they  "shall  make  a special  report  on  the 
subject  of  such  violation. 

The  commissioners  are  empowered  to  employ 

a clerk,  and  are  to  receive per  diem  for 

each  day  of  service,  with  allowance  for  travelling 
expenses  as  paid  to  the  county  commissioners. 
The  governor  may  direct  them  to  make  a spe- 
c:al  examination,  when  he  deems  it  necessary. 

New  york  and  erie  rail  road  co.  Through 
the  politeness  of  the  editors  of  the  Albany  Argus,  we 
are  in  possession  of  the  annual  report  of  the  directors 
of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road,  from  which 
we  make  the  following  abstract. 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  atthe  close  of  1836, 
was  $10,  449  86.  During  the  year  1837,  2200  shares 
of  the  stock  were  disposed  of,  on  1355  of  which, 
$20,  137  50  have  been  paid.  On  previous  subscrip- 
tion, $59,  887  50  were  paid  this  year.  From  other 
sources,  interest,  rent,  &c. , the  company  have  reali- 

7.ed..*2.  056  60  _ Total,  $92,  531  46, 

1 he  expenditures  lor’ujfc  ~ 

as  follows  : — For  grading,  $60,  177  13  ; surveys,  in- 
cluding pay  of  engineers;  $22,421  80;  office  ex- 
penses, salaries,  &c.  $5,495  20;  instruments  for 
engineer  department,  $1,033  ; interest,  $793  92  ; 
printing,  stationary,  and  postages,  $833  92  ; on  ac- 
count of  land  for  road  and  stations,  $49-5  84;  trav- 
elling expenses,  &c.  $272  92.  Total,  $91,524  74, 
leavi  ng  a balance  of  cash  on  hand,  on  the  31st  Dec. 
of$i,000  72. 

The  total  numberof  shares  subscribed  foris  about 
25,332.  The  instalments  thereon,  amounting,  in  all 
to  15  per  cent,  have  been  called  in  by  the  company, 
upon  which  calls  cash  has  been  received  on  24,987 
to  the  amount  of  $325,907  50,  leaving  $48,897  50 
yet  due.  On  about  845  shares,  no  cash  has  been 
received. 

The  company  have  not,  during  the  past  year,  put 
under  contract  any  part  of  the  line  of  their  rail  road 
in  addition  to  the  section  of  40^  miles  in  Delaware 
and  Sullivan  counties,  mentioned  in  previous  an- 
nual returns.  In  consequence  of  the  commercial 
embarrassments  of  the  past  year,  the  company  found 
it  so  difficult  to  collect  their  instalments,  that  early 
in  May  they  suspended  operations  on  the  road,  and 
discharged  their  engineers,  contractors,  &c.  throug- 
out  the  whole  line. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  in  grading  the 
section  above  mentioned,  is  $192,837  83;  and  on 
the  section  atTappan  landing,  $5,8S9  40,  the  whole 
of  which  has  been  said  to  the  contractors,  except 
ing  an  amount  not  exceeding  $13,000. 

The  total  amount  of  money  received  by  the  com- 
pany, since  its  organization,  is  $338,657  15;  the 
total  expenditures  are  $337,630  43,  to  wit:  con- 
struction of  road,  $186,116  62;  engineering  and 
surveys,  $112,148  84,  land,  $10,282  28;  salaries, 
rents,  &c.  $29,083  71—  N.  Y.  Com.Adv. 

The  ALTON  AFFAIR.  The  grand  jury  of  Alton 
have  found  bills  of  indictment  against  a number  of 
individuals  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the  seventh 
of  November,  including  those  engaged  in  the  attack 
as  well  as  defence  of  the  building.  The  trial  of 
Rock,  one  of  the  assailants,  came  on  before  the  Mu- 


nicipal court  on  the  4th  ultimo..  The  jury  returned 
a special  verdict  that  the  defendant,  in  their  opinion, 
was  guilty  of  the  various  charges  laid  in  the  indict- 
ment, but  that  they  return  him  not  guilty  on  question 
of  jurisdiction.  [Balt.  Republican. 

Rapid  sailing.  The  brig  Isaac  McKim,  captain 
Clarke,  came  up  to-day,  having  made  her  passage 
from  Valparaiso,  in  the  remarkable  shortrun  of  six- 
ty-five days.  This  vessel  left  here  at  the  beginning 
of  July  last,  and  has  thus  made  a voyage  to  Chili 
and  back  in  less  than  seven  months.  Despatch  like 
this,  in  a voyage  of  such  length,  is  but  rarely  accom- 
plished. A Valparaiso  letter  of  12th  November, 
states  that  the  Chilian  forces  had  landed  in  Peru, 
and  were  about  to  enter  Arequipa  without  opposi- 
ition.  [Balt  American. 

state  prison.  From  a statement  ap- 
pended to  the  annual  report  of  the  comptrollers  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  we  find  that  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Auburn  state  prison,  for  the  year  end- 
iugSept.  30,  1837,  were  $70,081  80.  The  earn- 
ings, during  the  same  period,  were  $16,469  65,  de- 
rived from  the  following  sources:  cooper’s  shop 
$30,956  75;  tool  shop  1,312  45;  cotton  weaver’s 
shop  3,172  20  ; tailor’s  shop  2,986  44  ; clock  shop 
2,190  32;  machine  shop  4,769  06;  comb  shop 
3,696  81 ; hame  shop  3,775  42  ; cabinet  4,946  40  ; 
carpet  shop  3,583  72  ; shoe  shop  4,426  70  ; stone  shop 
4,525  35  ; smith’s  shop  479  25 ; prison  968  53 ; 
visitor’s  1,676  25.  The  appropriations  drawn  from 
the  state  during  the  year  were  $25,000.  The  bal- 
ance of  cash  i n the  hauds  of  the  agent.  Sept.  30, 
was  $1,220  16. 

The  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  state  prison  were  $71,523  17.  The  balance 
in  hands  of  the  agent  Sept.  30,  1836,  was  $27,827  32. 
22.  The  income  for  the  year  was  $62,685  14,  as 
follows  : From  Blacksmith’s  shop  $6,913  1;  quar- 
ries and  stone  shop  8,740  85  ; oil  and  fuel  188  12; 
hat  shop  3,528  20  ; shoe  shop  6,620  30  ; interest 
525  ; provisions  642  50;  saddlery  hardware  shop 
4349  25;  chair  bottom  shop  4,951  08  ; cooper’s  shop- 
12,  883  90  ; house  and  farm  186  25;  copper  nailed 
boot  shop  10  475  92;  tool  shop  2,  679  55;  stationary 
1 35,  $10,000  were  paid  into  the  treasury  during  the 
year.  The  balance  now  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  is 
8,  989  19.  [ American  Sentinel. 

Pennsylvania  improvements.  By  an  official 
account  recently  rendered,  it  appears  that  this  state 
has  expended  in  canals  and  rail  roads,  twenty 

TWO  MILLIONS  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-NINE 

thousand  dollars  ! ! The  works  jiroduced  a nett 

will  be  increased  at  least  six  per  cent,  the  present 
year.  The  money  to  make  these  improvements 
was  procured  at  five  per  cent  interest;  and  notwith- 
standing the  immense  amount,  the  state  is  already 
relieved  from  all  burden  on  this  great  scale  ofirn- 
provement,  and  at  the  same  time  reaping  the  im- 
mense advantage  resulting  from  them  ; add  to  which 
it  had  increased  the  value  of  property  in  the  state, 
at  least,  one  hundred  millions  ! ! 

New  Orleans.  Business  is  rapidly  rising  in  this 
enterprising  city  The  “Bulletin”  of  a late  date, 
says — 

It  may  be  said  without  exageration  that  we  are 
doing  a great  business.  At  least  such  would  be 
the  impression  of  a stranger,  who  should  look  only 
at  external  appearances.  Our  streets  are  thronged 
with  carriages,  drays,  carts  and  every  variety  of 
vehicle  passing  and  repassing  with  all  the  rapidity 
and  hustle  of  business.  Crowds  of  strangers  jostle 
along  on  our  pavements  and  fill  our  hotels  and  pla- 
ces of  public  resort.  On  the  levee  there  are  visible 
still  stronger  evidences  of  a growing  trade.  As 
many  as  two  hundred  and  eight  vessels,  including 
brigs  and  schooners,  are  moored  at  the  landing. 
Ranged  in  tiers  along  the  coast,  they  present  the 
appearance  of  a numerous  fleet  at  anchor,  their  taper 
masts  and  spars  springing  up  like  a hedge  on  the 
borders  of  a river,  and  add  very  much  to  the  pictu- 
resque aspect  of  the  harbor. 

It  is  stated  that  so  large  a number  of  vessels  was 
never  known  to  be  in  this  port  at  this  season,  be- 
fore. This  is  encouraging,  and  shows  the  elasticity 
of  our  commercial  resources,  which  no  stroke  of 
adversity  has  availed  to  prostrate.  Beside  the 
shipping,  must  be  enumerated  a long  line  of  steam- 
boats, stretching  the  distance  of  near  a mile,  and 
occupying  nearly  the  whole  front  of  the  second 
municipality,  some  of  them  busily  engaged  in  dis- 
charging freight,  others  in  receiving  their  return 
cargoes,  while  the  loud  noise  of  escaping  steam 
and  dark  columns  of  ascending  smoke,  indicate  the 
arrival  or  departure  of  some  steamer  laden  with 
freight  and  crowded  with  passengers.  With  these 
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appearances  of  animation  and  bustling  activity,  we 
should  not  complain  of  hard  times  or  the  declension 
of  commerce. 


MR.  RHETT’S  ADDRESS 
To  the  Citizens  of  Beaufort  and  Colleton  Districts. 
Fellow  citizens: 

In  a private  and  friendly  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Charleston  Mercury,  amongst  other  events  accom- 
panying the  memorable  secession  of  the  southern 
members  from  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, I stated  to  him,  that  I had  prepared  two  re- 
solutions, drawn  as  amendments  to  the  motion  of 
the  member  from  Vermont,  whilst  he  was  discuss- 
ing the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  south,  “ declar- 
ing, that  the  constitution  Un.g  foiloH  (■„  Dr0teCf; 

the  south  in  the  peaceable  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  peculiar  institutions,  it 
was  expedient  that  the  union  should  be  dissolved; 
and  the  other,  appointing  a committee  of  two  mem- 
bers from  each  state,  to  report  upon  the  best  means 
of  peaceably  dissolving  it.”  Many  of  the  newspa- 
pers in  the  union,  have  thought  proper  to  pass  stric- 
tures upon  this  letter,  as  you  will  perceive,  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  Evening  Star,  of  New 
York,  of  the  6th  inst.  “Has  the  Charleston  Mer- 
cury any  objection  to  state  who  was  the  member  of 
congress  who  wrote  the  above  letter,  and  who,  he 
declares,  was  about  to  propose  in  congress  to  dis- 
solve the  union?  The  people  of  that  state,  and  the 
friends  of  the  south,  and  of  the  union,  have  a right 
to  know  who  it  is.”  As  I have  no  private  opinions 
that  I am  afraid  openly  to  avow;  and  have  ever  re- 
cognised the  right  in  the  people  to  know  them  upon 

all  matters  affecting  the  public  interest  or  honor 

of  course,  I could  not  hesitate  promptly  acknow- 
ledging the  authorship  of  the  letter  referred  to,  and 
communicating  to  the  public,  the  resolutions,  which 
I had  shown  to  many  of  my  friends,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  offer  in  my  seat,  and  maintain  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  You  will  perceive, 
that  writing  currente  calamo  to  a friend,  I did  not 
correctly  describe  their  whole  purport.  Such  as 
they  are,  however,  the  public  are  welcome  to  them, 
in  answer  to  any  question  or  demand  touching  any 
right,  real  or  imaginary,  in  the  premises,  which 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
east,  west,  north,  or  south,  may  be  supposed  to 
possess.  I am,  however,  more  immediately  respon- 
sible to  you,  and  I seize  the  opportunity  their  pub- 
lication offers,  of  addressing  you,  as  your  represen- 
tative, upon  the  momentous  subjects  they  involve. 

given  my  reasons  at  large  for  presenting  them;"  and 
in  submitting  them  now  to  your  consideration,  I 
trust  you  will  bear  with  me,  whilst  I submit  to  you 
some  of  the  reasons  which  caused  them  to  exist. 

Before  entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  resolu- 
tions,  however, permit  me  to  remark,  (what  I sup- 
pose might  be  apparent  to  all,)  that  I had  no  ex- 
pectation of  passing  them,  or  of  even  taking  a vote 
upon  them.  They  were  intended  as  amendments  to  a 
motion,  to  refer  with  instructions  to  report  a bill 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I 
expected  them  to  share  the  fate,  which  inevitably 
awaited  the  original  motion,  so  soon  as  the  floor 
could  have  been  obtained,  viz:  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  My  design  in  presenting  them,  was,  to 
place  before  congress  and  the  people,  what  in  ’my 
opinion,  was  the  true  issue  upon  this  great  and  vi- 
tal question;  and  to  point  out  the  course  of  policy 
by  which  it  should  be  met  by  the  southern  states 
The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

“and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing proved  inadequate  to  protect  the  southern  states 
in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property 
it  is  expedient  that  the  said  constitution  s hould  be 
amended,  or  the  union  of  the  states  be  dissolved. 

ilResolved,  That  a committee  of  two  members  from 
each  state  in  the  union  be  appointed,  to  report  upon  the 
expediency  and  practicability  of  amending  the  constitu- 
tion, or  the  best  means  of  peaceably  dissolving  the 
union.”  _ ° 

These  resolutions  contain  two  propositions:  first 
a fact, — that  “the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
navi ng  proved  inadequate  to  protect  the  southern 
states  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights 
and  property;”— second,  that  it  is  “expedient  that 
the  said  constitution  should  be  amended,  or  the 
union  of  the  states  be  dissolved.”  The  first  of  these 
propositions,  containing  the  fact  alleged,  is,  I trust 
the  only  one  concerning  which,  in  the  minds  of  re’ 
fleeting  men  in  the  north  or  south,  there  can  beany 
difficulty.  That  the  south  has  a right,  under  the 
constitution,  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  her 
slave  institutions,  no  one  will  deny;  and  if  the  con- 
stitution is  perverted  from  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  made,  and  proves  inadequate  to  protect  the 
southern  states  from  aggression  upon  this  vital  in- 


stitution,— none  but  an  abolitionist,  open  or  secret, 
in  the  north,  or  a traitor  in  the  south,  could  fail  to 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  constitution  ought 
to  be  amended,  or  the  union  be  dissolved.  To  ac- 
knowledge the  right,  or  to  tolerate  the  act  of  inter- 
ference at  all  with  this  institution,  is  to  give  it  up — 
to  abandon  it  entirely;  and,  as  this  must  be  the  con- 
summation of  any  interference,  the  sooner  it  is 
reached  the  better.  The  south,  must  hold  this  in- 
stitution, not  amidst  alarm  and  molestation; — but 
in  peace — perfect  peace,  from  the  interference  or 
agitation  of  others;  or,  I repeat  it,  she  will — she  can 
— hold  it  not  at  all.  Let  us,  then,  consider  the  fact 
maintained  in  the  first  proposition  of  the  resolu- 
tion:— has  the  constitution  proved  inadequate  to 
protect  the  southern  states  in  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  property? 

Without  going  one  step  further,  I might  appeal  to 
the  circumstances  unj*-.  abortion 

penned,  to  substantiate  its  truth.  In  a hall,  design- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  deliberation  upon  the  limited 
subjects  contained  in  the  constitution,  *three  hun- 
dred thousand  petitioners  are  allowed  to  enter,  for 
the  purpose  of  assailing  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  south.  Day  after  day,  and  every  day  in  the 
week,  we  are  denounced  in  these  petitions,  as  the 
mo3t  atrocious  offenders  against  God  and  man. 
But  a few  days  before  this  juncture,  we  heard  our- 
selves, and  the  people  we  represent,  declared  to  be 
actuated,  as  our  habitual  characteristic,  by  the  spi- 
rit of  murder  and  arson.  We  were  taunted  with 
being  afraid  of  truth  and  light,  and  trembling  for 
our  tottering  institutions.  Three  years  before,  up- 
on this  very  floor,  in  the  spirit  of  concession,  (that 
no  collateral  issues  should  be  made  as  to  the  right 
of  petition  and  their  consideration,)  it  bad  been  de- 
termined to  receive  these  petitions,  consider  them 
immediately,  and  lay  them  upon  the  table;  but,  as 
in  all  cases  of  aggression,  the  demand  rises  with  the 
concession;  and  being  endured,  becomes  sanctified 
into  right;  and  it  was  now  contended,  that  these  pe- 
titions should  not  only  be  received,  but  be  treated 
exactly  in  the  way  the  petitioners  thought  proper 
to  require — be  referred  to  a committee  from  which 
slaveholders  should  be  excluded,  and  composed  of 
members,  a majority  of  whom  should  be  favorable 
to  their  demands.  In  other  words,  that  their  peti- 
tions should  be  granted.  And  this  most  reasonable 
request,  is  made  upon  one  branch  of  these  petitions, 
by  the  whole  delegation  of  a state.  Another  state 
had  sent  her  memorial  into  the  other  end  of  the 
capitol,  calling  upon  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  territories, — to 

°ac6oanC  o? 

slaves,  from  the  union:  and  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  this  state,  moves  in  the  house,  instructions 
to  a select  committee  which  he  required,  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  occasion 
is  seized  to  descant  upon  slavery  in  the  southern 
states;  and  to  prove,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  all 
natural  and  revealed  law;  and  that  those  who  up- 
hold it,  are  obnoxious  to  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God 
and  man.  Now,  under  these  circumstances  of  wan- 
ton aggression  and  insult,  are  the  people  of  the 
south,  in  this  the  common  ball  of  deliberation  with 
their  confederates,  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  and  peculiar  institutions? 

But  there  are  other  circumstances,  without  the 
halls  of  congress,  under  which  these  resolutions 
were  penned.  A large  body  of  citizens,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,!  organized  into 
one  thousand  five  hundred  societies,  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  one  a day,  with  boundless  resources  and 
ably  conducted  presses,  and  agents,  and  missiona- 
ries, and  martyrs,  who  pant  for  distinction  in  this 
holy  cause,  as  the  best  proof  of  their  virtue  and 
sanctity,  are  permitted,  in  our  sister  states,  to  band 
together  for  the  only  declared  purpose  of  destroying 
our  institutions.  Three  years  ago,  I am  told,  these 
societies  were  about  three  hundred  ; their  numbers 
about  six  thousand;  their  petitions  about  ten  thou- 
sand. Now,  they  are  hundreds  of  thousands;  con- 
trol two  States;increasing  in  all  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  and  feared  by  all.  United  together  upon  but 
one  principle,  they  throw  their  weight  into  the  scale 
amongst  the  contending  parties  of  the  country, 
without  uniting  with  any,  so  as  to  control  the  ma- 
jority, and  advance  the  great  purpose  of  their  or- 
ganization. In  defiance  of  the  constitution,  the 
governor  of  Maine,  upon  the  demand  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Georgia,  has  refused  to  surrender  up  two 
fugitives  from  justice,  because  the  felony  commit- 
ted was  carrying  off  slaves  from  a southern  port. — 
Massachusetts  bas  passed  a replevin  law,  giving  to 
fugitive  slaves  a trial  by  jury;  and  her  supreme 

* Statement  of  a convention  of  abolitionists  in  Con- 
necticut. 

tStatement  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  in  a letter  to  Mr. 
Calhoun. 


court  has  determined,  that  a slave  who  enters  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  the  assent  of  his  master,  shall  be 
free.  The  press — the  mightiest  instrument  of  re- 
volutions in  all  enlightened  and  civilized  nations — 
throughout  all  the  northern  and  middle  states,  pours 
forth,  unchecked,  its  abominable  libels;  and,  by  the 
most  artful  and  passionate  appeals,  arouses  whole 
masses — and,  amongst  them,  some  of  the  most  con- 
scientious spirits  in  the  land — against  our  institu- 
tions. Was  the  subject  of  such  combination,  legis- 
lation, and  agitation,  a mere  abstract  or  constitu- 
tional right,  like  the  right  of  taxation, — we  might 
be  content  to  exercise  our  rights,  and  let  others 
pursue  their  follies,  or  entertain  their  opinions. — 
But  here  is  a subject  in  which  passion,  and  feeling, 
and  religion,  are  all  involved.  All  the  inexperienc- 
ed emotions  of  the  heart  are  against  us;  all  the  ab- 
stractions concerning  human  rights  can  be  pervert- 
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atheistical,  utilitarians,  self-exalting  and  self-righte- 
ous religionists,  who  would  reform  or  expunge  the 
bible, — in  short,  enthusiasts  and  fanatics,  of  all 
sorts,  are  against  us.  In  truth,  only  those  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  the  negro  race 
really  is,  and  of  being  practically  acquainted  with 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  south,  behold  it  with  any 
charity  or  approbation.  Throughout  the  northern 
states, — throughout  the  whole  civilized  world,  the 
feeling  of  condemnation  of  this  institution  may  be 
said  to  be  universal.  Even  in  our  sister  states, 
those  who  forbear  interfering  upon  this  subject  from 
a regard  to  the  constitutional  compact orthe  Union, 
are  abolitionists  in  principle  and  feeling.  Although 
they  do  not  approve  of  the  unprincipled  course  of 
the  abolitionists,  they  desire  and  hope  to  see  slave- 
ry abolished:  and  if  they  had  the  power,  or  lay  un- 
der the  responsibility  of  its  existence,  they  would 
destroy  it  in  a day.  Hence,  they  stand  passively 
by  and  permit  us  to  be  assailed,  approving  of  the 
end,  although  condemning  the  means;  and  the 
Union,  which  was  designed  to  guarantee,  or  at 
least  not  to  affect  injuriously, our  institutions,  is  per- 
fidiously used  for  their  overthrow.  And  mark  the 
history  of  this  fanaticism  in  foreign  nations.  Born  in 
atheism,  and  baptised  in  the  blood  of  revolutionary 
France,  it  accomplished  its  purpose  there.  In 
England,  it  has  sprung  up  under  the  guise  of  reli- 
gion, and  it  has  accomplished  its  purpose  there.  It 
has  never  yet  failed,  and  never  will  fail,  in  accom- 
plishing its  purpose,  where  the  slaveholder  does  not 
control  his  own  destinies.  It  is  now  flaming  in  the 
United  States,  and  extending  its  numbers  with  a 
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The  people  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  indignant  at  their  open 
violation  of  their  constitutional  faith,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Union,  rise  up  and  crush  them . The 
cry  of  persecution  is  raised,  and  new  converts  crowd 
their  ranks.  Congress,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation, 
in  the  vain  hope  of  reconciling  their  demands  with 
the  powers  of  the  constitution,  instead  of  rejecting, 
receive  and  act  upon  their  petitions.  The  right  of 
petition  is  said  to  be  infringed,  and  a sovereign 
state*  of  the  confederacy  demands  that  congress 
shall  rescind  the  rules  by  which  their  agitation  is 
attempted  to  be  suppressed.  The  spirit  of  abolition 
has  advanced,  and  is  advancing.  It  increases  by 
opposition.  It  triumphs  by  defeat.  Every  con- 
cession invigorates  its  powers  and  has  increased  its 
capacity  for  evil.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  opin- 
ions, am  I wrong  in  supposing  that  the  constitution 
has  failed  in  protecting  the  south  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property?  Unless 
systematic  interference,  agitation,  aggression  and 
insult,  with  respect  to  our  institutions,  is  peace, — 
it  will  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  the  southern  states 
are  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
property.  Such  a course  of  deliberate  hostility,  as 
has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  the 
northern  states  towards  the  south,  for  the.  last  three 
years,  would  justify,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  a de- 
claration of  war  between  independent  sovereignties. 

If,  then,  fellow-citizens,  the  south  is  no  longer 
in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  her  rights  and  pe- 
culiar institutions,  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  question  arises  upon  the  second 
proposition  in  the  resolution: — Is  it  expedient  that 
the  consfitution  should  be  amended,  or  the  union 
be  dissolved. 

Those,  of  course,  who  design  using  the  union  and 
the  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  the  south,  will  recognize 
no  such  expediency.  With  them,  the  bonds  of  the 
union  constitute  the  cords  by  which  they  propose 
to  bind  the  victim  to  the  altar.  With  such  designs, 
next  to  the  atrocity  of  holding  slaves,  will  be  the 
least  resistance  to  the  means  by  which  they  expect 
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to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Traitors,  themselves, 
to  the  constitution,  and  every  principle  of  faith  or 
honor  which  brought  us  together,  they  majT  imagine 
that  by  clamorously  accusing  others  of  a want  of 
fidelity  to  their  constitutional  engagements,  they 
may  conceal  their  own  base  perfidy  towards  theirs; 
and  when  they  suppose,  that  we  can  be  frightened 
into  an  abandonment  of  our  rights,  by  the  cry  of 
“disunion,”  they  only  prove,  how  soon  we  despise 
those  whom  we  have  wronged.  With  those,  how- 
ever, who  have  any  regard  for  their  own  rights  or 
the  union,  the  expediency  of  one  of  these  alterna- 
tives will  be  easily  understood.  The  evil  must  be 
arrested.  It  is  vain,  utterly  vain  to  suppose,  that 
the  south  will  submit  to  the  present  state  of  things. 
Peace  we  must  have  in,  or  out  of  the  union.  Our 
first  duty  is,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  it  consistently 
with  our  alliance  with  our  sister  states  in  the  con- 
federacy. It  has  been  through  the  constitution, 
under  the  cover  ol  the  union,  that  our  secuiity  has 
been  threatened,  and  our  peace  disturbed.  To 
amend  the  constitution  is  the  most  obvious  remedy. 
Make  that  clear  in  the  constitution,  which  they, 
(not  the  abolitionists  only,  but  the  northern  people 
generally)  affect  to  consider  doubtful.  Take  away 
the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  in  the  territories  south  of  the  line  es- 
tablished by  the  Missouri  compromise.  Shut  the 
subject  of  slavery  forever  out  of  the  halls  of  con- 
gress, where  it  has  been  most  faithlessly  introduc- 
ed; and  let  our  sister  states  agree  to  do,  what  the 
laws  of  nations  require  of  every  friendly  people, 
restrain  their  citizens  from  combining  and  plotting 
the  overthrow  of  our  institutions.  If  such  amend- 
ments are  proposed,  and  adopted  by  the  constitu- 
tional majority — the  south  will  have  repose,  and  the 
union  be  perpetuated.  But  if  they  are  rejected,  it 
will  conclusively  prove  to  the  south  that  the  union 
ought  to  be  dissolved.  We  can  hold  no  terms  of 
alliance  with  deliberate,  open  enemies;  who  seize, 
(or  permit  their  people  to  seize,)  upon  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  a friendly  connexion  with  them 
for  other  purposes,  to  accomplish  the  overthrow  of 
our  institutions;  and  when  required  to  disavow  the 
hostility,  and  cease  the  aggression, — decline  to  do 
either.  But  I have  no  doubt  such  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  if  proposed  in  time,  before  the 
spirit  of  abolition  has  infected  the  public  mind,  will 
be  adopted.  They  take  nothing  from  the  north, 
while  they  are  necessary  to  the  south.  And  when 
considered,  as  undoubtedly  they  will  be,  aspresent- 
ing  the  alternative  of  a dissolution  of  the  union,  I 
cannot  believe  that  fanaticism  has  already  so  far 
maddened  public  opinion  as  to  iuduce  their  rejec- 
tion The  union  with  the  south,  is  too  vafuabio 
to  the  north,  in  the  estimation  of  all  sober  men,  to 
be  surrendered  for  the  mereprivilege,  (which  can- 
not, in  fact,  be  preserved,)  of  aggressing  upon  the 
rights  of  others.  The  union,  is  their  very  best 
■ guarantee  for  the  continuance  of  their  free  institu- 
tions. The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  their 
population  becoming  dense,  the  competition  for 
bread  will  be  intensely  increased, — and  universal 
suffrage,  will  give  to  those  who  have  no  property, 
the  absolute  control  of  the  property  and  legislation 
of  the  country.  Their  history  may  then  grow 
darker,  and  present  a new  page  for  the  reading  of 
man.  They  may  then  learn  the  truth  in  all  its  hor- 
rors, that  the  despotism  of  numbers  may  be  the 
most  terrible  that  can  scourge  a fallen  people.  In 
the  south,  the  laborer  does  not  control  the  destinies 
of  the  country.  Every  white  man  is  a privileged 
being.  Selfishness  and  honor  alike  impels  him  to 
an  alliance  with  his  race;  and  (whether  he  possesses 
property  or  not)  to  uphold  the  institutions,  in 
which,  in  fact,  chiefly  exist  the  property  of  the 
country;  whilst  the  very  existence  of  slavery 
around  him,  gives  him  a loftier  tone  of  independ- 
ence, and  a higher  estimate  of  liberty.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  no  republic  has  ever  yet  been  long 
maintained  without  the  institution  of  slavery.  Nor 
are  these  United  States,  by  any  means,  a clear  ex- 
ception to  this  great  fact.  Slavery  has  not  existed, 
it  is  true,  in  the  northern  states;  but  these  states 
have  been  in  intimate  alliance  with  the  southern 
states,  through  whom  its  salutary  influence  has 
been  experienced.  The  south  has  been,  from  its 
origin,  the  balance-wheel  in  this  confederacy.  That 
tendency  to  the  absorption  and  concentration  of  all 
power  in  government,  which  is  the  natural  tendency 
of  their  democracies,  has  been  continually  pressing 
upon  the  confederacy  of  the  north,  and  as  continu- 
ally counteracted  by  the  south.  Upon  what  ques- 
tion has  the  constitution  ever  proved  any  barrier  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  north?  If  their 
views  had  prevailed,  what  now  would  have  been 
its  situation,  with  all  its  special  grants  construed 
away  into  a few  general  absorbing  powers?  Alien 
and  sedition  laws  would  have  placed  the  govern- 
ment above  the  animadversion  of  the  people.  By 


protecting  tariffs,  and  systems  of  internal  improve- 
ments, the  whole  property  of  the  country  would 
have  been  under  the  control  of  one  mighty — cen- 
tral agency,  to  be  collected  and  disbursed  as  a sec- 
tional majority  should  require.  All  those  checks 
and  balances,  which  the  selfishness  of  man  renders 
necessary  to  freedom  in  government,  would  have 
been  annihilated, — the  constitution  virtually  des- 
troyed— and  a simple  despotism  erected  in  its  stead. 
The  south,  on  account  of  her  institutions  of  slavery, 
has  been  the  sentinel  over  the  constitution;  and  if 
the  experiment  of  written  constitutions  has  suc- 
ceeded amongst  us,  it  ha3  been  to  her  fidelity  in 
guarding  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
that  this  success  should  be  mainly  ascribed.  But 
these  are  speculative  benefits,  which,  however  cor- 
rect, I am  aware  may  be  disputed  or  denied.  Let 
us,  then,  turn  to  things  indisputable;— the  profit  and 
loss  account  with  the  northern  states,  underthe  fis- 
cal operation  of  the  union.  LoOK  to  the  protection 
given  to  the  shipping  interest,  belonging  almost  ex- 
clusively to  the  north;  a monopoly  of  the  whole 
coasting  trade,  and  heavy  tonnage  duties,  by  which 
prodigious  advantages  over  the  shipping  of  foreign 
nations  are  given,  for  its  encouragement.  I will 
not  recur  to  the  vexed  question  under  the  tariff — 
whether,  producing  three-fourths  of  the  exports  of 
the  union,  the  south  does  not  pay  three-fourths  of 
the  revenue,  collected  upon  the  imports  ; — but 
supposing  the  different  sections  of  the  union  to  pay 
the  revenue  equally, — mark  the  prodigious  benefit 
resulting  to  the  northern  and  middle  states  by  the 
system  of  indirect,  instead  of  direct,  taxation.  If 
the  latter  system  of  taxation  was  adopted,  (unques- 
tionably the  fairest,  upon  every  principle  of  justice) 
every  citizen  would  have  to  pay  for  the  support  of 
the  government  in  proportion  to  his  property.  The 
taxes  would  not  then  be  laid  and  raised  upon  par- 
ticular articles,  by  which  they  are  enhanced  in 
price  to  the  consumer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  domes- 
tic manufacturer;  but  the  labor  of  all  would  be  left 
to  find  its  natural  occupation,  exposed  to  competi- 
tion with  the  capital  and  labor  of  foreign  nations. 
We  need  no  prophecy  to  tell  us,  that  under  such 
circumstances,  the  manufacturers  of  the  north 
would  soon  have  to  cease  their  vocation.  But  by 
the  system  of  indirect  taxation,  laying  duties  upon 
our  imports,  a home  market  is  created  for  the  north- 
ern manufacturer  throughout  the  United  States. 
Turn,  also,  to  the  expenditures  of  the  government. 
For  twenty  years  prior  to  1836,  there  were  four 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  revenue  raised  from 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Of  this,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions  were  paid  to  our  national 
debt,  two  hundred  and  ten  millions  expended  in 
the  northern  and  middle  states,  ana  nut  eighty  mil- 
lions in  the  southern  and  western  states  of  the 
union.  The  consequence  of  the  union,  in  all  its 
operations,  has  been,  that  the  northern  and  middle 
states  have  advanced  in  wealth  and  power,  unpar- 
alleled in  the  history  of  nations.  The  union  has 
been  to  them,  the  greatest  temporal  blessing  that 
God  ever  bestowed  upon  any  people.  Suppose 
them  to  be  so  drunk  with  fanaticism  as  to  dissolve 
it, — what  would  be  their  situation,  at  home  and 
abroad?  The  great  carrying  trade  of  the  south 
would  be  lost.  The  great  importing  trade  for  the 
south  would  be  lost.  The  chief  market  for  their 
manufactures,  and  with  it  the  great  instrument 
with  which  they  wield  their  commerce,  our  agricul- 
tural staples,  would  be  lost.  They  produce  nothing 
that  civilized  European  nations  want.  In  com- 
merce, in  manufactures,  in  navigation,  they  would 
be  their  rivals.  Their  position,  therefore,  would  be 
that  of  opposing  interests — of  obvious  hostility  to 
all  those  nations;  and  contention,  and  war,  would 
be  the  natural  relation  which  would  spring  up  be- 
tween them.  What,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  the 
situation  of  the  south,  if  the  union  was  dissolved? 
Peace  with  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe;  for 
her  agricultural  productions  are  necessary  for  their 
manufacturing  population,  whilst  their  manufac- 
tures are  necessary  for  our  consumption.  A bond 
of  interest,  more  potent  than  armies  or  navies, 
would  secure  us  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with 
every  civilized  and  powerful  nation  in  the  universe. 
Our  agricultural  productions  now  constitute  the 
best  guarantee  to  the  union  for  peace  with  foreign 
nations.  The  south  would  then,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  free  trade,  buy  cheapest  and  sell  dearest. 

But  I pause  in  this  painful  prospect.  When 

the  alternative  is  presented  to  the  north,  of  dissolu- 
tion of  the  union,  or  the  suppression  of  all  inter- 
vention in  our  domestic  institutions,  I cannot 
doubt  her  determination.  Interest,  honor — all  the 
recollections  of  the  past,  all  the  prospects  of  the 
future,  will  plead  for  the  union,  and  the  south.  We 
have  never  wronged  them.  If  we  have  had  power 
in  the  confederacy,  it  has  neverbeen  used  in  a spirit 
of  sectional  selfishness,  for  the  purpose  of  oppress- 


ing others,  or  advancing  our  own  aggrandizement. 
Our  policy,  since  the  existence  of  the  union,  has 
been  simply  defensive.  We  have  insisted  upon  the 
constitution  as  it  is.  All  the  advantages  which  it 
(airly  gives  to  the  north,  and  they  are  immense,  we 
have  cheerfully  accorded.  To  require  more,  and  to 
insist  upon  the  right  of  wantonly  disturbing  our  pe- 
culiar institutions,  is  plainly  equivalent  to  a demand 
that  the  union  shall  be  dissolved;  and  if,  under  such 
circumstances,  it  shall  be  dissolved,  upon  them  will 
be  the  responsibility  of  breaking  up  the  most  glori- 
ous fabric  of  liberty  that  the  genius  of  man  has 
ever  invented,  and  casting  its  scattered  fragments 
upon  the  wide  ocean  of  new  and  untried  experi- 
ments. 

I have  thus  fellow-citizens,  endeavored  to  show 
you  your  true  situation,  and  the  remedy,  which  in 
my  opinion,  it  requires.  If  I am  mistaken  in  the 
signs  of  the  times,  I shall  mingle  my  joy  with  yours, 
in  finding  my  errors  consistent  with  your  security 
and  peace.  But  admitting  that  I am  not  mistaken, 
and  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  constitution  should 
be  amended, — in  what  way  shall  we  best  accom- 
plish this  end?  That  it  is  not  easy  to  amend  the 
constitution,  is  obvious  from  the  fact,  that  although 
the  most  violent  differences  and  contentions  con- 
cerning it  have  arisen  since  it  went  into  operation 
all  efforts  to  amend  it  have  hitherto  failed.  I do  not 
think  the  separate  action  of  the  states  will  be  suffi- 
ciently imposing  and  authoritative  to  accomplish 
this  end.  If  the  members  of  congress  from  the 
southern  states  would  unite  in  recommending  the 
amendments,  they  would  probably  be  adopted;  for 
they  would  be  considered  as  representing  the  de- 
termination of  the  south;  but  I have  no  hope  of 
seeing  union  amongst  them  for  such  a purpose.  It 
is  vain,  of  course,  to  look  to  congress.  The  only 
efficient  method  of  attaining  this  end,  appears  to 
me  to  be  by  a meeting  of  the  southern  states  in 
convention.  The  voice  of  such  a convention  will 
be  heard  and  respected,  and  its  recommendations 
adopted.  The  very  fact  of  its  assemblage,  would 
show  that  we  are  united  and  determined  upon  this 
great  subject;  and  this  is  all  that  i3  necessary  to 
give  us  peace.  We  have  only  to  will  our  protec- 
tion, and  it  will  be  secured.  But  when  will  such  a 
convention  meet?  Not  until  the  presidential  ques- 
tion shall  be  subordinated  to  this;  and  our  local  par- 
ty differences  shall  be  absorbed  in  the  one  great  du- 
ty of  self-preservation.  Until  then,  ‘wait!’ — will 
be  the  cry.  ‘You  are  too  rash  and  precipitate,  and 
may  endanger  the  Union.  Stop  until  we  can  all  be 
united.  So  long  as  people  merely  petition,  merely 
y,  what  occasion  for  alarm?  what  need  foraction? 
it  until  something  is  done;  until  congress  acts;’ 
(that  is,  I suppose,  passes  a bill  to  emancipate 
slaves.)  It  is  very  difficult  to  reconcile  this  coun- 
sel for  delay  and  toleration,  with  the  design  of  ever 
acting  at  all.  A man  who  talks  in  this  way,  may 
think  that  he  will  resist  some  day  or  other,  but  it 
will  ever  flee  before  him,  like  his  shadow.  Even, 
in  his  estimation,  the  laurel  of  the  victor  will  hard- 
ly bloom  for  his  brow.  Who  that  knows  any  thing 
of  human  affairs,  but  must  be  sensible,  that  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition  may  be  approached  in  a thousand 
ways,  withoutdirect  legislation.  By  perpetual  dis- 
cussion, agitation,  and  threats,  accompanied  with 
the  real  or  imaginary  power  to  perform,  there  will 
be  need  of  no  other  action  than  words,  t©  shake  the 
confidence  of  men  in  the  safety  and  continuance  of 
the  institution  of  slavery,  and  its  value  and  exist- 
ence will  be  destroyed.  These  are  all  the  weapons 
the  abolitionist  desires  to  be  allowed  to  use,  to  ac- 
complish his  purpose.  When  congress  moves,  it 
will  be  the  last  act  in  the  drama;  and  it  will  be  pre- 
pared to  enforce  its  legislation.  All  regard  to  our 
rights  and  the  constitution  will  then  begone,  and  it 
will  be  a question  of  mere  naked,  unprincipled 
power.  And  we  are  to  wait  until  the  issue  is  thus 
presented,  before  we  seek  to  protect  ourselves! 
Why,  even  the  last  poor  privilege  of  the  Indian 
Brahmin,  of  lighting  our  own  funeral  fires,  will 
then  be  denied  us. 

There  is  no  one  so  weak,  but  he  must  perceive, 
that  whilst  the  spirit  of  abolition  in  the  north  is  in- 
creasing, slavery  in  the  south,  in  all  the  frontier 
states,  is  decreasing.  Look  at  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Kentucky — once  powerful  slave  states.  With  the 
decline  of  the  value  of  their  great  staple,  tobacco, 
and  the  immense  demand  for  slaves  in  the  rich  cot- 
ton fields  of  the  south,  their  slaves  have  left,  and 
are  leaving,  their  soil.  It  is  true,  that  in  these 
states,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  south,  the 
insolent  pretensions  and  wicked  interference  of 
abolitionists  have  aroused  a spirit  of  resistance,  and 
settled  more  deeply  the  determination  to  maintain, 
as  their  undoubted  right,  the  institution  of  slavery, 
at  every  hazard.  With  them,  also,  as  with  us,  I 
understand,  the  question  of  slavery,  in  its  moral  and 
religious  aspects,  has  been  lately  most  carefully  ex- 
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amined;  and  the  result  is,  amongst  the  slaveholders 
at  least,  a thorough  conviction,  that  the  institution 
is  sanctioned  by  Christianity  and  best  for  the  race 
over  whom  it  prevails.  But  interest  may  accom- 
plish what  neither  conscience  demands,  nor  power 
can  extort:  and,  in  a few  years,  these  states  may  on- 
ly nominally  hold  slaves.  They  may  be  lukewarm 
upon  this  subject.  But  it  is  for  us — for  us,  whose 
climate  and  soil  will  permit  no  other  laborer  to  cul- 
tivate our  plains; — for  us,  with  whom  it  is  a ques- 
tion not  of  expediency  but  of  existence,  personal 
and  national, — sternty  and  promptly,  to  place  this 
vital  matter  at  rest.  Delay,  not  only  physically  but 
morally,  will  weaken  every  day  our  capacity  to  re- 
dress ourselves.  The  most  delicate  sensibilities, 
will  become  dull  by  habitual  outrage.  The  proudest 
spirit,  be  broken  by  insult  long  tolerated.  That 
high  sense  of  national  honor  arid  diameter,  which 
is  the  strongest  bulwark  of  a people's  liberty,  may 
become  wasted  and  lost  under  the  influence  of  teas- 
ing agitation, — vain,  harrassing  contention — and  in- 
sults, and  contumely  continually  endured;  and  that 
apathy  to  the  public  interest  and  welfare,  which  is 
the  sure  prelude  to  a nation’s  fall,  gradually  steal 
over  the  public  mind.  Men  will  then  be  looking 
out  for  chances,  and  be  filled  with  vain  hopes  and 
fears.  Instead  of  relying  upon  themselves,  they 
will  be  leaning  upon  others;  until  the  dread  catas- 
trophe comes,  and  sweeps  them  shrieking  down  the 
rapids.  The  path  of  safety  and  honor  is  ever  the 
same.  To  delay  demanding  our  rights,  is  general- 
ly to  abandon  them. 

The  southern  states,  are  destined  to  no  common 
fate  in  the  history  of  nations.  They  will  be 
amongst  the  greatest  and  freest,  or  the  most  abject 
of  nations.  History  presents  no  such  combination 
for  republican  liberty,  as  that  which  exists 
amongst  them.  The  African  for  the  laborer, — the 
Anglo-Saxon  for  the  master  and  ruler.  Both  races 
will  beexalted  and  benefitted  by  the  relation.  We 
dare  not  be  passive  with  the  responsibilities  which 
our  situation  involves.  We  must,  we  will  awake, — 
if  not  to  glory,  to  infamy;  if  not  for  defence,  for 
destruction  most  miserable;  if  not  to  triumph,— to 
fall,  to  die,  with  the  epitaph  upon  our  graves,  (if 
graves  we  are  allowed,)  written  by  the  pen  of 
philanthrophy:  ‘Here  lie  the  meanest  oppressors 
and  cowards  who  ever  polluted  the  earth  with  their 
blood.’ 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND-SESSION— SENATE. 

Among  the  resolutions  submitted  and  adopted  on 
the  23d  inst.  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the 
extent  of  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  States  so  far 
as  ascertained;  the  quantity  of  said  lands  already  leased; 
the  time  for  which  said  lands  have  been  leased;  the 
rent  received  by  the  United  States,  and  the  injury,  if 
any,  sustained  by  the  working  of  said  mineral  lands. 

By  Mr.  Davis. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  cf  adopting  mea- 
sures to  obtain  such  information  as  is  necessary  to  en- 
able congress  to  recognize  the  custom-house  branch  of 
the  public  service  in  a manner  more  economical  and 
better  adapted  to  the  public  exigencies. 

January  25.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
several  petitions,  numerously  signed  by  shipwrights 
and  other  mechanics,  who  had  been  recently  dis- 
missed from  the  public  service,  praying  that  the 
frigate  Raritan,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  may  be 
ordered  to  be  completed,  and  employment  thus  af- 
forded to  them.  Mr.  C.  took  the  occasion  to  say 
that  he  deeply  regretted  that  such  arrangements 
had  not  been  made  by  the  executive  as  to  prevent 
the  dismission  of  such  a highly  useful  and  merito- 
rious body  of  mechanics,  on  the  approach  or  in  the 
midst  of  winter,  and  at  a time  when  the  measures 
of  government  bore  extremely  hard  upon  the  labor- 
ing classes;  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  it  would 
be  found  compatible  with  the  public  interest  to  en- 
gage these  valuable  men  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  a petition  from  13  women  of 
Ohio,  to  abolish  slavery  in  theDistrictof  Columbia. 
Motion  to  receive  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  apetition  from  15  men  and  15  women  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a memorial  from  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Belmont,  Ohio,  praying,  first,  that  this  government 
would  take  measures  to  procure  the  surrender  of 
the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  on  the  steamboat 
Caroline,  that  they  might  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Secondly,  that  government  would 
not  unduly  restrain  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens  on 
the  Canada  frontier;  and  thirdly,  that  government 


take  measures  to  properly  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent the  interposition  of  British  authorities  in  affairs 
between  this  country  and  Mexico. 

The  memorial  was  referred,  having  been  sustain- 
ed by  some  animated  remarks  from  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Niles  presented  a remonstrance  from  various 
publishers,  book-binders  and  sellers,  against  a pas- 
sage of  a copy-right  law  in  favor  of  foreign  authors. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Tipton  presented  petitions  from  citizens  of 
Miami  county,  Indiana,  praying  pre-emption  rights. 
Referred. 

Other  petitions,  all  on  private  claims,  were  pre- 
sented, and  referred — 

By  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Nicholas,  Roane,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Unfavorable  reports  were  made  from  commit- 

tees — 

By  Mr.  Wright:  On  the  petition  of  Jos.  W.Page, 
to  be  paid  for  information  relating  to  the  embargo 
of  1814.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

By  Mr.  Young:  On  the  petition  of  S.  Morris 
Wain  & Co.  Agreed  to. 

Resolutions  were  offered,  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Tipton:  For  an  inquiry  as  to  compensat- 
ing Jesse  Hanson  and  others.  Lies  over  one  day. 

By  Mr.  Robbins:  Giving  to  each  senator  one  copy 
of  documents  on  the  public  lands,  published  by  or- 
ders of  the  senate  in  1833  and  1834. 

Also,  to  those  senators  who  have  not  received 
them,  each  a copy  of  the  American  state  papers, 
published  by  Gales  & Seaton.  Lies  over  one  day. 

Bj‘  Mr.  Ruggles:  A call  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  reports  made  to  him  in  relation  to  light- 
houses in  the  U.  States  by  certain  officers  at  New 
York.  Lies  over  one  day. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  An  inquiry  as  to  granting  500,- 
000  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  Michigan  for  inter- 
nal improvements.  Agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  Calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for 
statements  of  the  amount  of  money  expended  on 
improvements  in  the  Missouri  river.  Agreed  to. 

Also,  for  a copy  of  the  recent  survey  made  by 
Lieut.  Lee,  of  obstructions  in  the  channels  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Rock  rivers,  with  estimates  of  the 
probable  expense  of  removing  such  obstructions. — 
Agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Allen:  An  inquiry,  by  committee,  as  to 
so  amending  the  existing  laws  as  to  admit  without 
delay  the  citizenship  of  such  foreigners  as  have 
served  the  term  of  their  enlistment  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  Agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Young-'  All  inquiry,  by  cumiuittce,  US  to 

making  ports  ol  entry  delivery  at  Chicago  and 
Alton,  in  Illinois.  Agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  from  commit- 
tees; read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

By  Mr.  Fulton:  To  confirm  certain  entries  on  the 
public  lands,  made  under  the  mistake  that  they  had 
been  offered  at  public  sale. 

By  Mr.  Morris:  To  create  a pension  agency  at 
Montpelier  Vermont. 

By  Mr.  King:  To  create  a port  of  entry  at  Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi. 

The  resolution  on  the  table  relating  to  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Tennessee  river,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  House  bill  referred  to  them,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  certain  duty  bonds,  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read,  limiting  the  pay  of  collectors. 

The  bill  to  grant  a patent  to  James  Smith, 

And  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  were  severally 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  house  bills  for  the  protection  of  the  northern 
frontier, 

And  for  granting  a partial  appropriation  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  I83S,  were  se- 
verally read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  large  in  explanation  of  the 
various  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  whether  the 
senator  could  present  any  statement  showing  the 
average  price  obtained  for  the  lands  at  the  public 
sales.  Hie  understood  the  average  had  been  made 
by  mixing  up  the  prices  obtained  at  the  private  and 
the  public  sales. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  document  before  him  had 
made  no  such  discrimination  between  the  private 
and  the  public  sales. 

Mr.  White  moved  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  change 
the  exception  of  Indian  lands,  so  as  to  provide  that 
this  act  should  not  be  so  constructed  as  to  allow 
pre-emption  in  consequence  of  any  settlement  or  im- 
provement before  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title. 


After  some  conversation  on  this  point  by  Messrs. 
'White,  Walker,  and  Clay  of  Alabama- — 

Mr.  Clay, of  Alabama,  moved  to  modify  that  part 
of  the  bill  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  Mr.  White, 
so  as  to  extend  the  time  to  six  months  prior  to  the 
extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  during  which  time,  or 
more,  improvements  might  authorize  a claim  to 
pre-emption. 

Mr.  VJhite  insisted  on  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  his  amendment  on  treaty  grounds. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  to  be 
heard  on  this  bill  at  some  time  when  his  health 
would  allow;  but  he  now  thanked  the  senator  from 
Tennessee  for  the  amendment  which  he  had  offered; 
and  it  came  with  peculiar  propriety  from  him,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  His 
object  was  to  prevent  intrusions  on  the  lands  of  the 
Indians,  secured  to  them  by  solemn  treaties,  w hich 
intrusions  were  not  only  contrary  to  law,  but  to  the 
obligation  of  treaties.  The  senator  from  Alabama 
was  in  favor  of  going  in  anticipation  of  the  extinc- 
tion of  Indian  titles  by  treaties.  If  this  were  allow- 
ed, who  would  not  anticipate?  It  was  believed 
that  the  Indian  title  would  one  day  be  extinguished 
to  the  Pacific,  and  settlers,  under  this  expectation, 
might  at  once  enter  the  lands,  and  make  farms  for 
themselves,  and  wait  for  future  pre-emption. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  this  trespass  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  more  especially  those  of  the  In- 
dians, would  be  prevented.  All  pre-emption  Iaw:s 
were  nothing  more  than  a struggle  between  those 
who  would  violate  the  law,  and  those  who  would 
maintain  its  supremacy;  and  even  if  w’e  would  not 
protect  our  own  lands,  at  least  we  ought  to  protect 
those  of  the  unfortunate  Indians,  and  not  violate  the 
faith  of  treaties. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  declared  himself  as  unwil- 
ling to  violate  the  treaty  as  the  senator  or  any  other. 
But  the  object  was  not  to  evade  the  obligation  of 
the  government  to  remove  intruders,  which  should 
be  always  done  when  required;  nor  to. reward  in- 
truders; but  to  avoid  inflicting  a penalty  for  having 
settled  on  these  lands,  to  which  feature  of  the 
amendment  Mr.  C.  objected.  Mr.  C.  also  made  a 
few  remarks  to  exculpate  officers  and  agents  of  the 
government  from  the  charge  of  fraud  or  connivance 
of  fraud;  though  he  admitted  frauds  in  other  cases. 
Mr.  C.  also  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  in  favor  of  the  most  rigid  adher- 
ence to  laws  and  treaties  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Walker  replied  in  favor  of  the  provision  of 
the  bill  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  l Zing  spoke  in  exculpation  of  public  officers 
and  agents;  said  he  had  taken  great  pains  to  inform 
himself  in  relation  to  their  conduct,  and,  with  two 
exceptions,  not  aggravated,  he  did  not  know  of 
more  faithful,  upright,  and  vigilant  officers  any 
where. 

Mr.  K.  also  spoke  in  favor  of  pre-emption  forset- 
tlement  and  improvement  prior  to  the  extinction  of 
Indian  titles.  Without  this,  scarcely  an  individual 
would  be  benefited  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  White  said  he  knew  of  one  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment that  ought  to  be  excepted  from  the  charge 
of  misconduct,  and  he  hoped  there  were  many.  But 
he  thought  it  would  sicken  almost  any  one  to  read 
the  accounts  which  he  had  read  on  this  subject. — 
Not  only  had  Indian  personation  been  permitted, 
but,  by  the  reports  of  the  public  officers  themselves, 
agents  of  the  government  had  been  members  ol  the 
companies  by  whom  systematic  frauds  had  been 
committed,  and  which  had  been  the  main  cause  of 
disturbances  among  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Young  urged  that  the  bill  might  be  so  modi- 
fied, if  Mr.  White’s  amendment  should  prevail,  as 
to  admit  settlements,  as  a ground  of  pre-emption, 
after  the  date  of  the  treaties  extinguishing  Indian 
titles,  instead  of  the  time  of  their-  ratification.  He 
knew  that  many  had  settled  in  Wisconsin  under  the 
belief  that  occupation  of  the  land  was  admissible 
after  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  White  was  understood  to  object;  he  thought 
all  the  guards  were  necessary  that  could  be  im- 
posed. 

After  some  further  desultory  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Young,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton, 
and  Morris, 

Mr.  Clay,  by  general  consent,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  quantity  of  all  the 
public  lands  which  have  been  sold  at  public  sale,  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  aver- 
age price  of  each  acre  so  sold,  distinguishing  between 
the  sales  made  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  introduction 
of  the  rule  of  cash  sales. 

Mr.  Clay  now  moved  an  adjournment.  Negativ- 
ed; yeas  21,  nays  25. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Kentucky,  alluding  to  some  land 
around  Logansport,  Indiana,  said  the  United  States 
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had  paid  one  dollar  per  acre  to  extinguish  the  In- 
dian title  to  this  land.  It  was  now  worth  from 
twenty  to  fifty  dollars,  and  we  were  now  told  by 
one  of  the  senators  from  Indiana  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  indi- 
vidual settlers  on  this  land;  and  by  the  other  sena- 
tor, that  he  was  in  favor  of  that  poor  settler  in  the 
state  of  Indiana.  If  Mr.  C.  must  go  for  one  or  the 
other,  he  would  go  for  the  state  in  preference  to  the 
intruders.  But  he  wished  the  senate  to  mark  the 
operation  of  this  system. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  While,  in  relation  to 
the  import  and  bearing  of  the  amendments  ottered, 
Mr.  Young  offered  an  amendment  fixing  the  time 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  instead  of  the  time  of  ra- 
tifying it.  Negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
ol  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alahn  ms.  allowing'  six  months  or 
more  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  before  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  Indian  title,  to  authorize  pre-emp- 
tion; and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 
YEAS- -Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis, King,  Knight,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of 
Iudiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 29- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  White’s  amendment,  denying  pre-emption  to 
any  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  ex- 
tinguished six  months  prior  to  the  first  of  December 
last.  Negatived  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clav,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana. Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge — 18. 

NAY S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 28. 

Mr,  White's  amendment  denying  pre-emption  to 
all  lands  for  improvements,  prior  to  the  actual  expi- 
ration of  the  Indian  title,  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Y E AS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tall- 

inadfl-e,  Whit®,  Williams  35. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton  King, 
Lyon,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Walker,  Wright,  Young — 10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

January  26.  After  the  presentation  of  a number 
ol  memorials,  and  the  reception  of  several  unfavor- 
able reports, 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  re- 
- ported  a bill  to  refund  to  the  Georgia  railroad  and 
banking  company  certain  duties  paid  b}- them  on 
rail-road  iron. 

Also,  a bill  for  the  same  purpose,  in  behalf  of  the 
New  York  atid  Harliem  railroad  company.  Sever- 
ally read.  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment — 

The  house  bill  making  a partial  appropriation  for 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1838. 

Also,  the  house  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 
northern  frontier. 

Which  bills  were  severally  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  a resolution  of  inquiry  as  to 
making  appropriations  for  various  light-houses  and 
harbors  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  King  offered  a resolution  calling  on  the  secre- 
tary of  war  for  information  as  to  the  number  of 
Creek  Indians  in  hostility  against  the  United  States 
in  1336 — ’7.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tipton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  fixing  the 
compensation  of  officers  of  the  army,  employed  in 
the  military  bureaus  of  the  war  department.  Read 
twice,  and  referred. 

The  chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  with  certain  information,  call- 
ed for  by  the  senate,  in  relation  to  the  light-houses 
in  the  United  States.  Laid  on  tlje  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  wished  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  a provision  to  this  bill  which  be 
deemed  necessary.  It  seemed  there  was  no  exist- 
ing provision  in  iaw  by  which  a prompt  and  correct 
settlement  could  be  made  in  case  of  contested  claims 


lo  land.  It  was  the  custom  now  in  such  cases  (o  get  the 
opinions  of  various  individuals,  neitherof  which  was 
conclusive.  The  process  was  long  and  circuitous  and, 
after  all,  the  legal  right  was  not  settled.  There 
were  now  a great  many  cases  that  had  gone  through 
this  process,  and  were  now  pending  for  a judicial 
decision.  It  was  very  important  that  the  law  should 
be  administered  on  this  subject  with  promptness 
and  uniformity.  Mr.  W.  would  not  propose  any 
amendments  himself,  but  he  would  suggest  whether 
it  might  not  be  well  that  the  circuit  courts,  or  the 
district  courts  having  circuit  jurisdiction,  should 
not  he  authorized  to  settle  these  questions  at  once 
in  the  respective  states.  He  was  very  certain  that 
unless  something  of  the  kind  should  be  done,  con- 
gress would  soon  be  called  on  for  the  establishment 
of  a new  tribunal  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  were  under- 
stood to  differ  somewhat  from  1'a--  as  co 

the  importance  and  necessity  of  such  a provision, 
and  at  all  events  they  would  not  attach  it  to  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Young  made  a few  remarks  coinciding  with 
the  views  of  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Crittenden  had  a hereditary  respect  for  rights 
of  pre-emption,  but  he  thought  they  hadoperated 
very  badly.  Where  one  meritorious  individual  had 
been  benefitted  by  them,  twelve  fraudulent  persons 
had  made  a perverted  use  of  the  bounty  of  congress. 
He  remembered  well  that  a member  of  the  other 
house  had  told  him  that  when  he  was  acting  as  re- 
gister of  a land  office,  an  individual  had  entered  a 
valuable  tract  of  land  which  was  still  wild  and  un- 
cultivated. There  was  no  enclosure,  and  neither 
plough  nor  hoe  had  touched  it.  On  inquiry,  he 
learned  that  his  claim  was  founded  on  his  havingsown 
some  catmint  seed  as  he  rode  through  the  land,  and 
he  had  magnified  this  into  an  act  of  settlement  and 
cultivation.  The  law  terms  settled  and  cultivated. 
had  been  subject  to  great  abuse,  which  ought  to  be 
prevented, 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  had  de- 
cided that  a house  must  be  built,  and  a crop  sown 
and  gathered. 

Mr.  Crittenden  replied  that  these  officers  could 
decide  nothing  different  from  or  beyond  the  law; 
and  Mr.  C.  therefore  proposed  to  define  more  ac- 
curately what  is  meant  by  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion. For  this  purpose,  he  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  require  actual  and  continued  residence 
from  and  after  the  first  of  December,  1337,  and  the 
actual  cultivation  of  at  least  one  acre  in  corn. 

Mr.  Walker  asked  that  corn  might  be  stricken 
our  or  me  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said,  that  was  a very  general  sta- 
ple; and  in  Virginia  it  had  been  required  in  cases 
of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  Walker  thought  it  most  invidious  that  all  the 
states  should  be  required  to  cultivate  the  same  sta- 
ples as  Virginia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  eulogized  corn  as  a most 
excellent  product,  though  he  objected  to  the  limit. 
An  acquaintance  of  his  had  remarked,  that  if  an 
acre  were  planted  and  cultivated,  it  would  produce 
twenty  bushels  of  corn;  if  only  planted,  ten;  and  if 
neither  planted  nor  cultivated,  it  would  produce  a 
pretty  good  crop  of  five  bushels.  Mr.  C.  had  actu- 
ally seen  a fair  crop  of  corn  without  either  planting 
or  cultivating;  it  was  in  a woodland  pasture  where 
cattle  had  been  kept  during  the  winter. 

After  further  amusing  and  desultory  conversation 
by  Messrs.  Crittenden.  Walker,  Clay  of  Ala Lyon, 
and  King,  on  the  subject  of  various  products, 

Mr.  Crittenden  modified  bis  amendment  so  as  to 
allow  cultivation  in  corn,  small  grain,  or  cotton. 

Mr.  Benton  denied  the  charge  of  fraud  against 
western  settlers  out  and  out,  and  spoke  at  some 
length  with  a view  to  repel  it,  and  in  favor  of  the 
acts  of  the  present  and  late  administration,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  late  president,  whom  and  whose 
measures  he  extolled  earnestly  and  in  the  highest 
terms. 

Mr.  Crittenden  would  leave  the  glory  of  the 
treasury  order  and  the  wisdom  of  the  late  executive 
to  history.  He  made  some  farther  remarks  on  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.,  briefly  opposed  tile  amend- 
ment, and  argued  more  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill 
and  the  policy  on  which  it  was  founded. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  the  most  important  part  of 
Mr.  Crittenden’s  amendment,  that  relating  to  actu- 
al residence,  had  been  lost  sight  of  in  this  debate. 
Mr.  W.  was  in  favor  of  allowing  the  actual  settler 
a home,  with  sufficient  land  for  his  maintenance; 
and  it  was  an  important  provision  to  afford  protec- 
tion to  him  as  well  as  the  government.  He  did  not 
deem  cultivation  so  important  a consideration  as 
that  of  personal  residence:  In  numerous  instances 

the  purpose  of  pre-emption  laws  had  been  defeated 


by  speculators.  The  rankest  speculator  sometimes 
put  on  the  humble  garb  of  the  settler  who  wants  a 
home;  and  this  resulted  in  injury  to  the  actual  set- 
tler which  ought  to  be  prevented  by  such  a provi- 
sion as  the  amendment  now  proposed.  Speculators 
had  repeatedly  come  into  possession  of  land,  in 
cases  of  great  importance,  by  attorneys  or  assignees 
taking  possession  of  the  land  without  any  view  to 
the  maintenance  of  a family  upon  it.  And  by  this 
bill  it  was  provided  that  in  case  two  persons  should 
establish  a claim  to  the  same  section,  it  should  be 
divided  between  them,  so  that  the  man  acting  by  an 
attorney  would  divide  the  land  with  a man  having  a 
family.  Cultivation  was  not  important;  if  the  man 
lived  on  the  land  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to  it;  he 
might  be  a mechanic,  or  other  person,  whose  chief 
object  was  not  cultivation.  Mr.  W.  would  regret 
the  loss  of.llip  am»«J.»«nt  hy  any  difficulty  relating 
to  cultivation;  he  was  anxious  that  it  should  become 
a part  of  the  bill. 

Alter  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Walker, 

Mr.  King  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Crittenden’s 
amendment  by  adding,  “potatoes  or  the  sugar-cane;” 
which  modification  Mr.  C.  afterwards  accepted,  so 
as  to  make  his  amendment  require  the  cultivation 
of  at  least  one  acre  in  corn,  small  grain,  cotton,  po- 
tatoes, or  the  sugar-cane. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  in  no  shape 
which  should  be  given  to  this  bill  could  he  give  it 
his  vote.  In  any  aspect  it  was  to  be  considered  as 
a bounty,  or  a grant  of  the  property  of  the  whole 
people  to  a small  part  of  the  people;  often  the  spec- 
ulator; and  Mr.  C.  would  like  to  know  by  what 
authority  such  a bill  could  be  passed.  He  regard- 
ed it  as  a reward  for  the  violation  of  law;  as  a di- 
rect encouragement  to  intruding  lawlessly  on  the 
lands  ol  the  United  States,  and  for  selecting  and 
taking  what  the  trespasser  pleased  of  the  property 
of  the  whole  people;  and  he  was  not  to  be  deterred 
Iroin  the  most  strenuous  opposition  to  such  mea- 
sures by  any  denunciation,  come  from  what  quar- 
ter it  might,  let  these  measures  be  supported  by 
whom  they  might. 

But  he  would  not  now  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  granting,  the  public  property  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  this  bill.  He  had  risen  to  notice  a sub- 
ject which  seemed  (o  have  been  lost  sight  of.  It 
had  been  said  the  government  lost  nothing  by  pre- 
emption; but  Mr.  C.  could  not  conceive  how  the 
accounts  were  made  out  in  proof  of  this  assertion. 
The  president  tells  us  that  the  whole  average 
amount  gained  above  the  minimum  price  is  only 
about  six  cents  per  acre;  others  state  it  at  two,  four 
and  five  cents;  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as- 
serted, in  his  annual  report,  that  the  revenue  would 
he  augmented  by  the  passage  of  a pre-emption  law. 
The  pre-emption  law!  As  if  the  competition  of  a 
fair  open  public  sale  would  not  produce  more;  as  if 
pre-emptioners  would  not  go  to  the  public  sales,  if 
pre-emption  were  denied  them,  and  buy  their  land 
as  reasonably  as  it  could  be  purchased  ! Could  any 
one  be  so  stupid  as  to  suppose  that  the  gain  on  the 
land  could  be  greater  by  pre-emption  than  by  pub- 
lic auction? 

But  Mr.  C.  wished  especially  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  senate  to  a document  to  which  he  would  re- 
fer. Two  years  ago  a report  from  the  commissioner 
of  the  land  office  had  been  sent  here  by  this  same 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  report  of  a person 
more  conversant  with  settlements  in  the  western 
country  than  perhaps  any  man  in  congress,  and  cer- 
tainly more  than  any  connected  with  the  executive 
government,  the  late  commissioner,  Mr.  Brown, 
the  late  governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  What  did 
he  say  of  the  loss  incurred  by  pre-emption  laws? — 
The  document  was  No.  211 ’of  the  session  ofl836. 
The  whole  of  it  was  well  worthy  of  deliberate  pe- 
rusal, and  it  was  replete^with  fraud,  abominable  ex- 
ecrable fraud,  scandalous  to  the  country,  scandal- 
ous to  the  government,  and  scandalous  to  the  perpe- 
trators. Iu  saying  this,  Mr.  C.  would  not  denounce 
any  whole  class;  but  he  would  say  that  the  pre- 
emption system  was  a scheme  of  heartless  and 
boundless  speculation.  What  does  the  commission- 
er say? 

This  office  possesses  no  data  whereby  to  estimate 
with  tolerable  accuracy  how  far  the  sales  of  public  lands 
have  been  affected,  in  respect  to  quantity,  by  the  pre- 
emption act  of  19th  of  June,  1834.  Considering  the 
great  demand  for  land  within  the  last  two  years,  it  re- 
mains to  be  shown  that  a greater  number  of  acres  has 
been  disposed  of  in  that  period  in  consequence  of  the 
privilege  it  confers.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  estimate 
with  satisfactory  accuracy  the  effect  that  has  been  pro- 
duced on  this  branch  of  the  revenue  by  allowing  (to 
those  who  have,  and  pretend  to,  a right  of  preference) 
the  choice,  at  the  lowest  rate,  of  distinguished  sites  for 
towns,  and  their  vicinities,  the  best  mill  seats,  and  the 
finest  farming  lands,  including  those  so  highly  prized  for 
the  culture  of  cotton. 

“The  general  land  office  has  no  certain  data  for  a 

just  calculation  of  the  amount  which  the  treasury  has 
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been  prevented  from  receiving  by  the  operation  of  this 
law;  but  considering  the  many  tens  of  thousands  of 
claims  that  have  arisen  under  it,  and  the  prevailing  de- 
sire in  the  meanwhile  to  vest  money  in  public  land,  the 
conclusion  seems  fair  that  the  selected  spots  would  have 
been  sold  for  a price  proportioned  to  their  excellence,  if 
no  such  lav/,  nor  any  improper  conspiracy,  had  existed. 
The  estimate  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  I had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  on  the  28th  of  January  last,  ap- 
pears, to  me,  now,  to  underrate  much  rather  than  mag- 
nify the  difference  between  the  receipts  for  pre-emption 
concessions,  and  the  sum  the  same  lands  would  nave 
brought  into  the  treasury,  had  no  impediment  laid  in  the 
way  of  full  and  free  competition  for  the  purchase. 

“It  is  but  just,  however,  to  observe  that  the  revenue 
from  public  lands  has  not  been  impaired  by  pre-emp- 
tions alone,  and  I may  be  allowed  to  remark,  in  this 
place,  that  the  information,  on  the  subject  of  the  last  re- 
solution referred  to  me,  consists  of  what  common  fame 
r»pi-wiiis  as  avowed,  and  notorious,  to  wit : that  the 
public  sales  are  attended  by  combinations  urmu  m—u, 
interested  in  keeping  bids  down  to  the  minimum, — the 
one  composed  of  those  who  have,  and  those  who  pre- 
tend to,  a right  of  preference,  and  resort  to  intimidation 
by  threats  and  actual  violence,  as  exemplified  most  par- 
ticularly at  the  public  sales,  at  Chicago,  in  June,  1835, 
when  and  where  the  controlling  party  is  represented  to 
have  effectually  prevented  those  from  bidding  who  were 
not  acceptable  to  themselves;  the  other  description 
formed  of  persons  associated  to  frustrate  the  views  of 
individuals  desirous  of  purchasing,  who  refuse  to  join 
their  coalition  or  submit  to  their  dictation,  by  compell- 
ing the  recusants  to  forego  their  intended  purchases,  or 
give  more  than  the  market  value  of  the  lands.” 

Now,  resumed  Mr.  C.  how  did  this  conspiracy 
take  place?  He  would  tell.  In  September  last  the 
Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  a tractof  most 
valuable  land  in  Indiana,  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  by 
the  United  States.  What  was  the  consequence? — 
The  instant  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  there 
was  a rush  upon  it  from  all  quarters;  and  if  that 
land  should  be  exposed  at  public  sale,  it  would  be 
found  that  these  men  who  had  seized  the  property 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  combine 
to  intimidate  and  overawe  all  competitors,  and  there- 
by acquire  the  land  on  their  own  terms.  In  this 
way  lawless  men  had  often  combined,  not  only 
without,  but  against  the  positive  authority  of  law; 
and  here,  while  vindicating  the  rights  and  guarding 
the  property  of  the  whole  people,  Mr.  C.  would  not 
be  awed  nor  deterred  from  performing  his  duty  by 
any  personal  considerations.  He  would  read  no 
more  of  this  document,  senators  could  read  it  at 
their  leisure;  it  was  the  deliberate  judgment  of  an 
experienced  and  intelligent  man  against  the  whole 
system  of  pre-emption. 

But  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate 
to  some  official  documents,  one  of  which  was  from 
a district  attorney,  he  believed  of  Louisiana: 

“Sir:  I present,  herewith,  a number  of  affadavits  in 
relation  to  pre-emptions  obtained  by  Grabriel  H.  Tutt 
to  the  southeast  quarter,  Richard  Tutt  to  the  east  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  Benjamin  Tutt  to  the 
west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  of  section  number 
three  west,  in  the  land  district  of  Dempolis,  in  the  state 
of  Alabama.  These  affidavits  have  been  taken  by 
some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama, and  have  been  sent  on  to  me  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  the  grant  of  the  above  pre-emptions  to  be  set 
aside,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  obtained  by  fraud 
and  imposition;  and  that  this  is  the  fact,  I entertain  no 
doubt  whatever.  Shortly  before  I left  Alabama  I was 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  above  lands,  and 
heard  a number  of  persons  speaking  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  paid  out;  and  the  opinion  was 
general,  without  exception,  that  a most  shameful  and 
scandalous  imposition  had  been  practised  upon  the  go- 
vernment. There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the  lands  men- 
tioned were  paid  out  at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit 
of  James  B.  Tutt,  a man,  to  my  knowledge,  of  notori- 
ously bad  character.  Gabriel  H.  Tutt,  as  the  affadavit 
shows,  is  a citizen  of  Greene  county,  (the  county  in 
which  I reside  myself,  and  I know  him  well),  and  that 
he  never  did  reside  on  the  quarter  section  paid  out  in  its 
name,  or  near  it,  his  residence  in  Greene  county  being 
at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the  land  paid  out 
in  his  name.  Richard  Tutt  and  Benjamin  Tutt  are,  I 
believe,  both  public  paupers,  and  have  been  so  for  years; 
I am  confident  as  to  one,  and  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  as  to  the  other,  I have  known  them  for  several 
years;  they  have  lived  in  Green  county,  and  have  been 
supported  at  the  charge  and  expense  of  the  county. 
Neither  of  them,  as  the  affadavits  show,  have  resid- 
ed on  the  lands  since  they  were  paid  out,  and  Rich- 
ard Tutt  was  not  on  the  land  paid  out  in  his  name 
until  January,  1834,  and  had  no  improvements  what- 
ever in  1823.’’ 

“If  reckless  and  unprincipled  men  can  succeed  in 
cheating  and  defrauding  government,  by  appropriating 
and  securing  to  their  own  use  public  land  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  under  acts  of  bounty  and  benevolence, 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  honest,  enterprising,  and  indus- 
trious settlers,  corruption  and  venality  must  and  will 
become  the  order  of  the  day,  wherever  there  is  a quarter 
section  of  public  land  left  worth  contending  for;  and  it 
is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  this  has  become  too  much 
the  case  already.  May  I ask  to  be  informed  of  any 


steps  taken  by  the  department  in  this  matter,  as  early 
as  convenient.’’ 

And  here  (said  Mr.  C.)  are  some  comments  of 
the  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Mount  Salus,  who 
tells  us  he  has  been  in  the  public  service  since 
1806. 

■ “It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  surveys  are  not 
made  and  the  lands  offered  for  sale  before  the  country 
is  settled.  Pre-emption  in  parts  of  the  country  where 
there  are  no  private  claims  to  adjust,  seem  to  hold  out 
rewards  to  those  who,  in  the  first  instance,  violate  the 
laws  with  a view  of  greatly  benefitting  themselves,  by 
securing  the  choice  parts  at  the  lowest  price,  while 
others,  more  conscientious,  wait  for  the  public  sales.  It 
has  a very  demoralizing  effect;  the  temptation  is  so  great 
to  get  land  worth  five  or  ten  dollars  an  acre,  in  many 
instances,  at  the  government  price  for  the  poorest  land, 
that  witnesses  will  be  found  to  prove  up  the  occupancy 
of  the  land.  It  occasions  severe  disputes  between  the 
settlers,  and  much  troublesome  unthankful  service  for 
me  untiuo,  m w!tir;h  would  be  avoided  by  hasten- 
ing the  surveys,  and  immediately  ottering  tlie  land  for 
sale.  The  witnesses  are  sometimes  probably  deceived 
by  not  knowing  where  the  subdivisional  lines  would 
run  if  extended  through  the  tracts.” 

The  same  officer,  (said  Mr.  C.)  in  illustrating 
the  subject  in  another  place,  says — 

“The  pre-emption  system  is  not  a practicable  sys- 
tem to  dispose  of  the  public  lands;  and  if  the  president 
could  see  the  outrageous  uproar  and  confusion  in  the 
register’s  office  for.  one  day,  I am  well  convinced  he 
would  never  sign  another  pre-emption  law.  The  pre- 
emption rights  heretofore  were  confined  to  small  dis- 
tricts, interspersed  with  private  claims,  and  the  right 
was  given  only  to  actual  settlers  who  resided  on  the 
very  tract  claimed  by  them,  and  then  only  to  heads  of 
families,  and  persons  over  21  years  of  age.  There 
were  no  floating  rights.  Even  that  system  created 
great  confusion  and  fraud  in  Louisiana,  and  was  gene- 
rally believed  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  I know  one 
considerable  battle  royal  fought  on  the  occasion,  and 
was  told  by  the  deputy  surveyors  that  many  of  the 
tracts  they  surveyed,  perhaps  in  the  very  year  the  pre- 
emption right  was  obtained,  were  in  a wild  state,  where 
they  did  not  see  the  trace  of  a human  being,  and  were 
proved  to  be  in  a state  of  cultivation.  At  present  it  is 
customary  for  the  leader  of  a partv  of  speculators  to 
agree  with  a number  of  dealers,  with  their  witnesses, 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  meet  on  a certain  day  at 
the  register’s  office.  They  come  like  the  locusts  of 
Egypt,  and  darken  the  office  with  clouds  of  smoke  and 
dust,  and  an  uproar  occasioned  by  whiskey  and  ava- 
rice, that  a register  at  least  can  never  forget. 

“The  many  different  propositions  made  by  members 
of  congress  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  makes  it  pro- 
bable that  some  change  in  the  system  will  be  effected;  I 
therefore  ask  your  indulgence  to  make  some  general 
remarks  on  the  subject.  I have  been  engaged  in  the 
land  business  from  the  year  1806,  first  as  a deputy 
surveyor,  about  one  year;  then  about  fifteen  yoar=  oa 
principal  deputy  for  the  western  district,  Louisiana; 
four  years  of  which,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
deciding  on  and  adjusting  the  claims  of  that  district; 
and  have  now  been  more  than  eight  years  register  for 
the  Choctaw  land  district.  I think  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  is  so  much  feverish  anxiety  to  make  altera- 
tions in  the  land  system  by  members  of  congress,  v/ho 
have  not  the  practical  experience  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  avoid  confusion  and  endless  difficulties. 

“The  pre-emption  act  of  the  29th  May,  1830,  is  the 
most  unguarded,  and  in  all  respects  the  worst  land  law 
that  has  ever  been  passed  in  the  United  States.  In  dis- 
tricts where  the  public  land  could  not  be  disposed  of  for 
many  years,  on  account  of  private  claims,  there  seemed 
to  be  some  necessity  for  allowing  pre-emptions;  but 
where  there  are  no  private  claims  to  be  adjusted,  the  ex- 
clusive advantage  given  to  those  who  go  on  the  most 
choice  spots,  and  that  in  direct  violation  of  an  act  of 
congress,  has  a very  unequal  bearing  and  demoralizing 
effect.  If  the  whole  community,  who  are  equally  in- 
terested, were  authorised  by  law  to  make  settlements 
on  the  public  lands,  the  advantages  would  seem  to  be 
equal;  but,  if  such  was  the  case,  1 think  it  likely  that  it 
would  cause  the  loss  of  many  lives  in  the  general 
scramble  which  would  take  place.  If  the  pre-emption 
right  only  extended  to  the  forfeited  lands,  or  such  as  had 
been  improved  under  the  credit  system,  where  the  tracts 
paid  for  had  cost  the  parties  a high  price,  there  would 
seem  to  be  some  reason  in  it;  but  that  a general  sweep 
should  be  made  of  the  most  valuable  lands  of  the  United 
States  by  intruders,  at  as  low  a price  as  that  which 
the  poorest  person  in  the  nation  would  have  to  pay  for 
the  poorest  pine  barren,  is  unreasonable  in  the  ex- 
treme.” 

[Mr.  Walker.  What  is  the  name  of  that  offi- 
cer?] 

Mr.  Clay.  Gideon  Fitz;  and  this  extract  is  on 
the  49th  page  of  the  document. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  intend  at  present  to  go  so  far  in- 
to the  subject  as  he  had  done,  hoping  for  another 
occasion  on  which  he  designed,  should  God  spare 
his  health  and  life,  to  speak  more  fully  on  the 
subject,  and  endeavor  to  expose  this  system  of  in- 
iquty. 

Two  years  ago,  according  to  the  official  report 
of  commissioner  Brown,  there  was  a loss  of  three 
million  dollars,  which  would  not  have  occurred  if 
the  land  had  been  put  up  fairly  in  the  market — a 


loss  occasioned  by  this  system  of  iniquity,  and  the 
combinations  which  it  occasions  to  keep  down  the 
price,  and  to  prevent  all  competition.  When  the 
senate  should  receive  the  account  which  Mr.  C. 
had  called  for,  [by  a resolution,]  which  he  hoped 
they  would  receive  in  time  for  this  bill,  they  would 
see  what  amount  was  received  at  the  public  sales, 
what  was  the  average  price  of  each  acre  sold  at  the 
public  sales,  without  confounding  them  with  the 
private  sales,  and  making  an  average  from  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Walker,  in  reply,  alluded  to  a charge  made 
against  himself,  by  an  anonymous  letter,  that  he 
owned  half  a million  ofpre-emption  in  Mississippi, 
and  to  his  formal  denial  in  the  senate  that  he  own- 
ed any  land  whatever  in  that  quarter,  or  had  any 
interest  there  direct  or  indirect.  He  proceeded  at 
considerable  length  to  adduce  facts  and  arguments 
to  invalidate  the  testimony  on  which  Mr.  Clay  had 
uependeu,  and  made  some  allusion  to  the  pre-emp- 
tion part  of  Mr.  Clay’s  land  bill,  and  charged  the 
old  states  with  grasping  after  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  (rising  at  the  same  time  with 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,)  said  he  had  a few  words 
for  this  distinguished  commissioner  of  the  public 
lands. 

[Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky.  A bad,  a very  bad  com- 
missioner.] 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  had  understood  this  com- 
missioner to  say  that  there  had  been  a loss  of  three 
million  dollars,  occasioned  by  pre-emption  laws, 
which  prevented  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  But 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
some  documentary  facts,  in  regard  to  the  assump- 
tion that  government  suffered  a loss  by  allowing 
pre-emption,  and  that  the  land  would  sell  for  more 
under  other  circumstances.  The  requisite  docu- 
ments were  on  the  table,  (Mr.  C.  said)  by  which 
it  would  appear,  that  in  1822,  there  was  an  average 
excess  of  three  cents  above  the  minimum  price,  in 
1823  only  of  five,  and  in  1824  no  more  than  of  two 
cents.  At  that  time  no  general  pre-emption  law 
had  been  enacted.  Afterwards  there  was  a still 
farther  falling  off,  and  in  1828  the  excess  was  only 
one  cent;  in  1829  the  same.  These  facts  would 
put  down  the  assumption  that  government  had  lost 
any  thing  by  pre-emption  laws.  The  document 
to  which  Mr.  C.  referred  had  been  obtained  only 
within  the  last  ten  days,  and  it  appeared  from  that, 
that  up  to  the  present  time,  the  excess  had  been 
little  more  than  two  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  C.  argued  that  the  pre-emption  laws  were 
calculated  to  put  down  fraud  instead  of  eneourage- 
ing  it.  The  only  fraud  was  that  of  speculators, 
and  tne  cnarge  of  it  against  tlie  settlers  was  utterly 
groundless.  To  oppose  this  system,  and  to  continue 
that  of  public  auction,  was  to  minister  to  the  cu- 
pidity of  speculators;  and  the  most  effectual  remedy 
against  fraud  was  to  be  found  in  pre-emption 
laws. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  knew  how  un- 
equal this  contest  was.  A number  of  senators  from 
the  new  states  were  ever  ready  to  spring  up  and 
eulogize  the  pre-emption  laws;  but,  unequal  as  it 
was,  while  Mr.  C.  had  a place  here,  he  would  con- 
tend for  those  interests  of  the  whole  people,  which 
he  was  endeavoring  to  protect. 

Mr.  C.  would  repel  the  imputation  of  the  senator 
from  Mississippi  against  the  old  states.  It  was 
not  the  old  states,  but  some  of  the  new,  that  were 
grasping  at  the  public  domain.  If  there  was  such 
a spirit  any  where,  it  was  not  in  the  old  states,  but 
somewhere  else. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  had 
been  forced  upon  him  by  the  political  party  of  the 
senator  from  Mississippi  several  years  ago.  The 
land  bill  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  them  was 
the  consequence  ; but  was  there  any  thing  of 
grasping  even  in  that?  It  did  not  propose  to  touch 
the  land  system,  to  alter  or  affect  the  price  or  the 
mode  of  sale.  The  old,  the  tried  system  was  ad- 
mirable. Under  the  auspices  of  such  men  as  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  nothing  human  could  have  been 
more  perfect  or  just.  But  what  did  that  measure 
propose?  To  distribute  the  whole  nett  proceeds  ot 
the  lands  among  all  the  states,  old  and  new,  al- 
lowing to  the  new  an  extra  bounty  of  fifteen  per 
cent.  What  kind  of  grasping  by  the  old  states  was 
this?  And  how  was  the  equitable  measure  receiv- 
ed by  some  of  the  new  states?  The  senator  was 
mistaken;  it  was  not  the  old  states  to  whom  his  im- 
putation would  apply;  the  hand  that  made  the  grip 
was  thrust  from  some  other  quarter. 

Mr.  C.  had  no  part  in  the  charge  against  the  sen- 
ator in  relation  to  lands  in  Mississippi;  but  how 
had  he  made  out  in  his  vindication  of  the  officers 
of  the  government?  The  commissioner  of  the  land 
office  was  not  to  be  believed,  because  he  differed 
from  him;  a commissioner  appointed  by  the  immor- 
tal Jackson,  governor  of  Ohio,  and  well  worthy  to 
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be  sent  on  a foreign  mission,  was  not  to  be  believ- 
ed, because  his  views  did  not  agree  with  those  of 
the  senator  from  Mississippi.  But  could  the  sena- 
tor say  that  the  two  or  three  millions  of  acres  taken 
up  by  pre-emptions  might  not  have  produced,  at 
public  sales,  the  three  million  dollars  which  the 
commissioner  had  estimated  to  have  been  lost? 
Had  not  the  senator  himself  stated,  at  a former  ses- 
sion, that  many  of  these  lands  were  worth  fifty  dol- 
lars per  acre? 

Mr.  C.  after  a few  remarks  on  certain  frauds  in 
Louisiana,  and  on  the  alleged  frauds  in  Mississip- 
pi, recurred  to  the  case  of  the  valuable  land  in  In- 
diana, for  which  there  is  a contest  between  individ- 
uals and  the  legislature.  He  hoped,  if  either  party 
should  get  the  land,  it  would  be  the  whole  state. 
But  the  legislature  was  now  in  session,  and  what 
did  they  seem  themselves  to  think  of  individual  pre- 
emption rights,  when  not  the  whole  union,  but 
that  state  alone,  was  concerned?  They  gave  thir- 
tj'-nine  votes  against  individual  pre-emption  rights, 
and  only  five  votes  in  favor.  Mr.  C.  would  read  a 
short  account  of  the  debate  on  this  point. 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  read  parts  of  several  spoechesin 
the  Indiana  Legislature,  denouncing  the  pre-emp- 
tion system,  and  showing  that  the  land  which  had 
been  recently  acquired  from  the  Miami  Indians 
was  attempted  to  be  appropriated  by  speculators, 
under  the  garb  of  poor  settlers.] 

Mr.  C.  had  taxed  his  recollection  in  relation  to 
ersons  in  Kentucky,  to  whom  pre-emption  rights 
ad  been  granted;  and  he  knew  of  but  one  man 
who  lived  on  land  granted  to  him  by  Virginia  as  a 
settler.  Mr.  C.  was  for  abiding  by,  defending,  and 
protecting  the  land  system  heretofore  existing, 
againt  all  and  every  material  innovation. 

Mr.  Young  thought  this  amendment,  if  adopted, 
would  do  serious  injury.  There  were  many  per- 
sons who  wished  to  settle  with  a view  to  carry  on 
a trade,  erect  and  manage  a mill,  &c.  who  would 
be  virtually  excluded  by  the  amendment.  On  the 
praWesalso  it  was  the  practice  to  cultivate  at  first 
without  enclosing,  to  whom  injury  would  accrue 
by  requiring  enclosures. 

Mr.  Linn  alluded  to  another  class  of  emigrants 
that  would  be  cut  olf  by  the  amendment;  many 
brought  fruit  trees  with  them,  and  of  course  their 
first  object  was  to  set  them  out.  He  thought  it  im- 
possible to  make  any  distinctions  without  injury  to 
some. 

Mr.  Crittenden  here  accepted  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  King,  adding  “potatoes  or  the  sugar- 
cane.” 

Mr.  Crittenden’s  amendment  was  then  agreed  to 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Knight, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nichols,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  la.  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge 
Webster — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 
21. 

A conversation  here  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Webster,  Walker,  Bayard,  and  King,  in  relation  to 
the  rules  according  to  which  this  bill  should  be  con- 
strued and  carried  into  execution,  when 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  an  amendment  requiring  this 
bill  to  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  such  rules 
a3  had  been  prescribed  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  and  were  now  in  force. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  this  point  by 
Messrs.  Benton,  King,  and  Calhoun, 

Mr.  Linn,  (a  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  twice 
made  and  withdrawn,)  said  he  wished  to  offer  an 
amendment  of  great  consequence  to  his  constitu- 
ents, and  also  of  some  delicacy;  he  could  present 
it  this  evening,  but  he  would  prefer  more  time. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  postpone  this  bill  till  Mon- 
day, with  a view  to  adjourn  to  that  day.  Nega- 
tived, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  la.,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Monton,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Smith,  of  Conn.,  Walker,  White,  Wright, 
Young — 25. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Bayard’s  amend- 
ment, and  he  having  said  a few  words  in  its  sup- 
port, 

Mr.  Morris  said  the  rules  themselves  should  be 
in  the  act;  and  he  therefore  moved  that  when  the 
senate  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday,  with 


an  intimation  that  if  this  motion  prevailed,  he 
would  then  move  an  immediate  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hubbard  objected,  the  motion  requiring 
unanimous  consent. 

The  senate  then  adjourned — Yeas  29,  nays  17. 

January  27.  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition 
of  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Groton,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mo- 
tion to  receive  laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  also  presented: 

By  Mr,  Grundy,  from  citizens  of  Davidson  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  for  a post  route.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  praying  appropriations  for  a har- 
bor and  light-house  in  Michigan.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana  asking  the  extention 
of  the  franking  privilege  to  the  state  executives. 
Laid  on  the  table,  as  the  prayer  of  this  petition  had 
already  been  rejected. 

By  Mr.  Lyon,  praying  an  appropriation  to  com- 
plete a road  in  the  vicinity  of  Toledo,  Michigan. 
Referred. 

And  by  Messrs.  Allen,  King,  and  Niles,  on  indi- 
vidual claims.  Referred. 

Unfavorable  reports  from  committees  were  made 
and  agreed  to,  on  petitions  from  John  Sherborne, 
John  Boyer,  and  from  the  representative  of  a per- 
son killed  in  Texas. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  claim  of  Joseph 
W.  Page  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
granting  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bayard’s  amendment 
requiring  that  evidence  of  settlement  should  be  gi- 
ven, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Register  and  Receiver 
in  the  particular  district  where  the  land  might  lie 
in  accordance  with  rules  heretofore  prescribed  by 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  and 
now  in  force — 

Mr.  Walker  read  a portion  of  the  decision  of  the 
attorney  general  on  this  point  against  the  claim  of 
a settler  by  attorney  or  agent. 

After  a brief  conversation  by  Messrs.  Knight, 
and  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  by  Messrs.  Calhoun  and 
Davis,  in  favor  of  having  the  rules  incorporated  in 
the  bill, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bayard’s,  amendment  was 
taken,  and  nagatived  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Davis.  Knight,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Williams — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niico,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White  Wright, 
Young — 27. 

Mr.  Linn  offered  the  amendment  to  which  he  al- 
luded last  evening,  requiring  that  this  act  should 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive,  those  of  the  bene- 
fit of  pre-emption  who  were  in  the  possession  of 
certain  fractions  of  land  reserved  from  sales,  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  French  and  Spanish  grants  then 
unsettled. 

Mr.  Clay  objected  to  his  amendment  that  it  would 
cover  some  valuable  lands  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala., 
modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  limit  it  to  the  Pal- 
myra land  district,  a3  he  knew  of  no  case  out  of  it 
for  which  this  provision  was  asked- 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr  Lyon  moved  an  amendment,  requiring  that  no 
pre-emption  claim,  resting  on  certificates  heretofore 
issued,  but  contested,  should  be  affected  by  this  act 
till  the  certificate  should  be  surrendered  by  the  owner 
thereof. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  thought  this  amendment 
wrong,  as  it  would  cover  and  protect  cases  of  settle- 
ment by  agent  and  attorney — a deceptive  mode  of 
obtaining  preemption  titles,  which  had  been  alleged 
to  prevail  to  a great  extent. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  against 
the  amendment  as  nugatory,  and  by  Mr.  Lyon  in  fa- 
vor of  it, 

The  amendment  was  lost,  without  a count. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered  an  amendment,  exempting 
from  the  operation  of  this  act  all  lands  which  had 
been  offered  at  public  sale.  Cases,  he  said,  had 
occurred  in  which  old  settlers  had  left  their  improve- 
ments for  a time,  and  had  lost  them  wholly  by  the 
intrusion  of  a new  settler. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said,  on  the  contrary, 
such  lands  were  the  only  ones  for  which  the  bill 
should  grant  pre-emtion. 

After  some  remarks  on  this  point  by  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Robinson,  Walker,  Morris,  Benton,  and 
Bayard. 

Mr.  Hubbard  withdrew  his  amendment. 


Mr.  Merrick  offered  an  amendment,  requiring  that 
the  benefits  of  this  bill  should  not  accrue  to  aliens 
or  to  foreigners  who  were  not  naturalized  prior  to 
December,  1837;  their  citizenship  to  be  testified  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
particular  district  where  the  land  they  should  claim 
might  lie. 

The  debate  was  continued  till  dark,  by  Messrs. 
Merrick,  Walker,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Norvell,  Ben- 
ton, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Young,  Buchanan,  Linn, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Morris,  White, 
Prentiss  and  Lyon,  on  this  and  the  following  propo- 
sitions, and  more  or  less  at  large  on  the  general 
subject. 

Mr.  Merrick’s  amendment  was  lost  as  follow's: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton 
Crittenden,  Knight,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Smith  oflnd.,  Southard,  Spence,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, Walk- 
eri  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 27 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  amendment 
that  all  settlements  on  the  public  lands,  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  December,  1837,  should  be  prohibit- 
ed, and  that  intruders  should  be  removed  therefrom 
in  case  of  such  settlement.  Negatived  as  follows. 

YEAS-— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Divis,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Southard, 
Spence,  Webster,  Williams — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lvon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
oflnd*  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright,  Young — 27. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  moved  an  adjournment. 
Negatived — Yeas  21,  nays  23, 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  strike  out  December  in 
the  bill,  and  insert  September,  1837,  for  the  limit  of 
settlement  on  the  public  lands,  with  a view  to  ex- 
clude the  Miami  district,  which  the  state  of  Indiana 
wishes  to  secure  for  itself.  Negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Merrick,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence, 
Webster,  White,  Williams — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright,  Young — 19. 

The  Miami  district  was  afterwards  specially  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  an  adjournment.  Nega- 
tived— Yeas  21,  nays, 21:  the  president  voting  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Morris  immediately  renewed  the  motion  to 
adjourn.  Negatived — Ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Prentiss  moved  an  amendment,  requiring 
that  any  person  who  should  procure  a title  to  land 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  should  pay  the 
government  at  least  one-half  the  value  of  the  land 
above  the  minimum  price,  to  be  determined  by  dis- 
interested and  competent  arbiters.  Negatived  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Southard, 
Spence — 10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Plubbard,  Kin'*,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young, 


Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  adjournment. 
Negatived — Ayes  16  noes  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  striking  out  the  part  relating  to  the  cultivation 
of  one  acre  in  corn,  small  grain,  cotton,  potatoes,  or 
the  sugar  cane,  and  a substitute  inserted  requiring 
that  the  settler  should  be  a householder  of  twenty” 
one  or  more  years  of  age,  and  (on  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Webster)  should  be  an  actual  resident  on  the 
land  for  which  pre-emption  should  be  claimed. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  the 
amendments  all  read,  (on  the  call  of  Mr.  Morris,) 
and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAES  IMcooro-  .A  ll^m,  TLmni,,  Umu  n.  Rnohannn 
Cjay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King] 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Rgbinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  Wright.  Young— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Roane, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift — 12. 

The  senate  then,  at  near  6 o’clock,  adjourned. 

January  29.  The  vice  president  communicated  a 
report  from  the  treasury  department,  transmitting 
sundry  documents  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
24th  inst.  requiring  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  that  department  and  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbia,  after  the  passage  of  the  deposite 
law  and  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  relative 
to  tne  increase  of  their  loans  and  discounts;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  the  report  and  docu- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  vice  president  also  communicated  a report 
from  the  war  department,  transmitting,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  act  of  March,  1837,  the  report  of  the 
agents  appointed  to  inquire  what  depredations  have 
been  committed  by  the  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians 
on  the  property  of  the  citizeas  of  Florida,  Georgia, 
and  Alabama;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  vice  president  also  communicated  a report 
from  the  war  department,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  chief  engineer,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  ofthe 
senate  of  the  25th  inst.  relative  to  the  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  improvement  of  the  navagation  of 
the  Missouri  river;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  vice  president  also  communicated  a letterfrom 
the  war  department,  transmitting  two  rpports  from 
the  chief  engineer,  accompanied  by  certain  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  claims  of  Henry  Gale  to  the 
Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bo.yard,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  five  hundred  extra  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  vice  president  also  communicated  a report 
from  the  war  department,  accompanied  by  certain 
surveys-  in  reference  to  the  Rock  river  and  Des 
Moines  rapids  of  the  Mississippi,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  ofthe  senate;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  fifteen  hundred  extra  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  vice  president  also  communicated  a report 
from  the  navy  department,  made  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  ofthe  2d  section  ofthe  act  of  the  9th 
May,  1836,  showing  the  expenditures  under  the 
contingent  fund,  of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Knox  county,  Illinois,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a communication  from  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  inclosing 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
state,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  preservation 
of  Charleston  harbor;  referred  to  the  committee  on 
commerce. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; the  question  on  the  reception  of  which  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition  of  twenty- 
four  youths  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  for  the  speedy  extinction  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  territories  of  the  United 
States;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  the  question 
of  its  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a petition  from  Robert  Achi- 
son  of  New  Jersey,  to  the  same  purport,  which  was 
similarly  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to 
complete  the  frigate  Raritan,  now  on  the  stocks; 
and 

Also,  Mr.  Webster  presented  two  similar  petitions 
for  the  same  object;  both  of  which  w-ere  referred  to 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Also,  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against 
reducing  the  duties  on  wollen  blankets:  seterred  to 
the  committee  on  manufactures. 

A number  of  petitions  from  individuals,  praying  for 
pensions,  &c.  were  presented  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred 

Resolutions  were  offered  and  severally  agreed  to 

By  Mr.  Norvell,  instructing  an  inquiry  in  mm_ 
unu.ee,  as  co  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  a Macadamized  or  railroad  from  Milwaukie, 
Michigan,  through  the  mineral  region,  to  some  point 
in  Wisconsin,  on  the  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Sevier,  for  an  inquiry  as  to  granting  a pen- 
sion to  the  heirs  of  Peter  Craig. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  for 
a report  of  the  survey  of  Crow  Shoal,  in  Deleware 
bay,  with  a view  to  the  construction  of  a breakwa- 
ter and  artificial  harbor,  if  the  report  has  been  made, 
and,  if  not,  to  stale  the  reasons  why. 

By  Mr.  Linn,  for  an  inquiry  in  committee  as  to 
making  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation 


of  the  Missouri  river  from  its  mouth  to  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  claim  of  Garret 
Henderson  (or  Anderson)  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 

Newman,  of  James  steele,  and  of Babcock, 

were  severally  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  pre-emption  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands  was  read  a third  time,  and 
the  question  announced  from  the  chair  to  be  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  I Vebster  rose  and  submitted  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  bill;  after  whom 
Messrs.  Niles,  Sevier,  Calhoun,  Young,  Lyon,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Hubbard-  fol- 
lowed, and  continued  the  debate  till  past  four 
o’clock;  wdien  the  senate  adjourned. 

[In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Webster  rose 
and  said,  that  whatever  opposition  might  be  made  to 
this  bill,  in  his  opinion,  some  provision  of  this  na- 
ture was  necessary  and  proper,  and  therefore  he  had 
supported,  it,  and  be  sliouid  now  vote  for  its  final 
passage. 

Although  entirely  indisposed  (said  Mr.  W.)  to 
adopt  any  measure  which  may  prejudice  the  public 
interest,  or  trifle  with  this  great  subject,  and  oppos- 
ed at  all  times  to  all  new  schemes  and  projects,  I 
still  think  the  time  has  come  when  we  must,  from 
necessity,  propriety,  and  justice,  make  some  provi- 
sion for  the  existing  case.  We  are  not  now  at  the 
moment  when  pre-emption  rights  are  first  to  be 
granted;  nor  can  we  recall  the  past.  The  state  of 
things  now  actually  existing  must  be  regarded. — 
To  this  our  serious  attention  is  summoned.  There 
are  now  known  to  be  many  thousands  of  settlers  on 
public  lands,  either  not  yet  surveyed,  or  the  surveys 
not  yet  returned,  or,  if  surveyed,  not  yet  brought 
into  market  lor  sale. 

The  first  question  naturally  is,  how  came  they 
there  ? How  did  this  great  number  of  persons  get 
on  to  the  public  lands?  And  to  this  question  it  may 
be  truly  answered,  that  they  have  gone  on  to  the 
lands  under  the  encouragement  of  previous  acts  of 
congress.  They  have  settled  and  built  houses,  and 
made  improvements,  in  the  persuasion  that  con- 
gress would  deal  wfith  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
it  has,  in  repeated  instances,  dealt  with  otherls. — 
This  has  been  the  universal  sentiment  and  expecta- 
tion. Others  have  settled  on  the  public  lands  cer- 
tainly with  less  encouragement  from  acts  of  con- 
gress than  these  settlers  have  had,  and  have  yet 
been  allowed  a pre-emption  right.  These  settlers, 
therefore,  have  confidently  looked  for  the  same  pri- 
vilege. 

Another  circumstance  is  fit  to  be  mentioned. — 
Very  large  purchases  of  the  public  land  are  known 
to  have  been  made  in  1S35  and  1836.  These  pur- 
chases exceeded  the  quantity  necessary  for  actual 
settlement;  and  they  were  made,  in  many  cases,  in 
large  tracts,  by  companies  or  by  large  single  pro- 
prietors, who  purchased  for  purposes  of  investment, 
and  with  a view  to  retain  the  lands  until  their  value 
should  be  enhanced  by  the  general  settlement  and 
improvement  of  the  country.  These  purchases 
would  be,  of  course,  of  the  best  and  freshest  lands 
in  the  market;  that  is,  they  would  be  in  the  most 
recent  surveys,  or,  in  other  words,  in  the  surveyed 
districts  most  advanced  into  the  interior.  Now  I 
have  understood  from  good  authority,  that  it  has  of- 
ten happened  to  the  northwest,  (and  of  the  south- 
west I know  little,)  that  persons  disposed  to  pur- 
chase and  settle  on  the  frontier  have,  in  many  in- 
stances, found  themselves  unable  to  buy  to  their 
satisfaction,  either  of  government  or  individuals. — 
Government  had  sold  the  best  lands  to  companies 
or  to  individual  proprietors,  and  these  last  were  dis- 
posed to  keep,  and  not  to  sell.  Or  they  or  their 
agents  were  either  unknown,  or  were  living  in  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,  so  that  application  to  pur- 
chase could  not  readily  be  made  to  them. 

These  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
created  a new  incentive  to  pass  beyond  the  surveys, 
set  down  on  the  public  domain,  and  trust  to  con- 
gress for  a pre-emption  right,  such  as  has  been 
granted  in  previous  instances.  The  result  of  these 
causes  is,  that  settlements  have  become  quite  ex- 
tensive, and  the  number  of  people  very  large.  In 
that  part  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi there  are  supposed  to  be  (rom  thirty  to  fitly 
thousand  inhabitants.  Over  this  region  congress 
has  extended  civil  government,  established  courts  of 
law,  and  encuuragcd  the  building  of  villages  and 
towns,  and  yet  the  country  has  not  been  brought 
into  the  market  for  sale,  except  it  may  be  small 
quantities  for  the  sites  of  villages  and  towns.  In 
other  parts  of  Wisconsin  a similar  state  of  things 
exists,  especially  on  and  near  the  border  of  Lake 
Michigan,  where  numerous  settlements  have  been 


made  and  commercial  towns  erected,  some  of 
them  already  of  considerable  importance,  but  where 
the  title  to  the  land  still  remains  in  the  government. 
Similar  cases  exist  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michi- 
gan, and  probably,  also,  in  the  southwestern  states. 

Now,  said  Mr.  W .,  the  practical  question  is,  w hat 
is  to  be  done  in  these  cases?  What  are  we  to  do 
with  those  settlers,  their  improvements,  ar.d  the 
lands  on  which  they  live?  Is  there  any  one  who 
would  propose  or  desire  that  these  lands  should  be 
put  up  at  open  auction,  impiovements  ar.d  all.  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  any  regard  what- 
ever to  the  interest  or  protection  of  the  settlers? — 
For  my  part,  I could  propose  no  such  thing,  nor  by 
any  means  consent  to  any  such  thing. 

Nor  do  I suppose  that  there  could  be  such  an  auc- 
tion, and  that  other  persons  could  attend  and  bid  at 
it  freely,  and  over-bid  the  actual  settlers  for  their 
own  settlements  and  improvements,  without  disturb- 
ance and  violation  of  the  public  peace.  Nor  would 
a dollar  of  money,  in  my  judgment  be  realized  by 
the  treasury  by  such  a course  of  proceeding,  beyond 
what  would  be  received  for  the  same  lands  under 
this  law.  As  to  the  general  justice  of  the  bill,  its 
policy,  or  the  degree  of  indulgence  which  it  holds 
out  to  those  who  have  become  settlers,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered — 

1.  That  it  applies  only  to  those  who  have  row 
already  settled  on  the  public  lands.  And  I am  quite 
willing  to  concur  with  others  in  carrying  out  the 
recommendations  of  the  president’s  message,  by 
adoptingsuch  measures  as  may  be  thought  wise  and 
reasonable  for  the  future,  as  shall  prevent  the  re- 
currence hereafter  of  any  necessity  for  laws  like 
this. 

2.  The  bill  makes  no  donation,  or  gratuity.  It 
grants  only  a pre-emption  right — a right  of  previous 
purchase,  at  the  price  for  which  the  greater  part  of 
the  public  lands  has  been,  sr>d  now  is,  actually  sold. 

3.  It  gives  this  right  only  to  the  extent  of  one 
quarter  section — not  more  than  a reasonable  ^ianti- 
ty  for  a farm,  in  (lie  estimation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  new  and  vast  regions. 

4.  It  gives  the  right  only  to  heads  of  families,  or 
house-holders,  actually  settled  and  residing  on  the 
tract. 

And,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  that  what  it  does  grant,  it  grants  (where  the 
requisite  proof  is  made)  at  once  and  forever,  w ith- 
out mischievous  qualifications,  and  conditions  sub- 
sequent, such  a?  formed  part  ofthe  bill  ol  last  year. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  amend  this  bill,  so  as  to 
limit  its  benefits  to  native  or  naturalized  citizens  ot 
the  United  States. 

Although  I lmvo  heretofore  been  di?posed  to  fa- 
vor such  a pioposition,  yet,  on  the  whole,  I think  it 
ought  not  to  pass;  because  such  a limitation  has 
been  altogether  unknown,  in  our  general  system  of 
land  sales,  and  to  introduce  it  here,  where  we  are 
acting  on  rights  already  acquired,  would  be  both  in- 
vidious and  unjust. 

It  has  been  proposed,  also,  so  to  amend  the  bill 
as  to  require  that  the  settler,  in  addition  to  the  dol- 
lar and  a quarter  per  acre,  should  pay  one-half  the 
actual  value  of  the  land  above  that  sum;  this  value 
to  be  ascertained  by  appraisers,  appointed  by  the 
register  of  the  land  office.  I could  not  agree  to 
this  amendment;  because,  in  the  first  place,  we 
have  neveradopted  the  principle  of  selling  lands  on 
appraisement;  but,  secondly  and  mainly,  because, 
if  these  settlers  have  had  any  ground  or  reason  to 
expect  a pre-emption  right  from  congress,  (which 
is  the  substantial  foundation  ofthe  bill,)  they  have 
have  had,  and  now  have,  reason  to  expect  it,  on  the 
same  terms  on  which  it  has  been  granted  to  others. 

Mr.  President,  that  there  may  be  some  undeserv- 
ing persons  among  these  settlers,  I do  not  doubt. — 
That  the  advantages  of  this  bill  may  be  enjoyed,  in 
some  cases,  by  those  who  are  not  actual  settlers, 
with  honest,  bona  fide  purpose  of  permanent  resid- 
ence, is  very  probable.  But  I believe  the  great  ma-  » 
jority  ofthe  cases  to  which  the  bill  will  apply  will 
be  such  as  ought  to  be  relieved.  I believe  the  bill 
is  the  readiest  way  of  quieting  these  titles  and  pos- 
sessions, which  the  public  interest  requires  should,  in 
some  way,  be  quieted  without  further  delay.  Indeed, 
no  course  is  proposed,  but  either  to  pass  this  bill, 
or  to  bring  the  lands  at  once  to  public  auction,  open 
to  the  biddings  of  all.  This  last  course,  I atn  per- 
suaded, would  result  in  no  gain  whatever  to  the 
treasury,  whilst  it  might  be  attended  with  serious 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  and  would  be  sure  to 
throw  whole  neighborhoods,  villages,  and  counties, 
into  state  of  much  excitement,  much  perplexity, 
and  much  distress.  Both  for  the  ircner:il  int-vests 
of  the  countiy,  and  for  the  interest  and  protection 
ofthe  settler,  T am  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass.] 

January  30.  The  vice  president  presented  a re- 
port from  the  treasury  department  in  relation  to  pay- 
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merits  made  of  pensions  and  fishermen’s  bounties  in 
bills  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Boston,  in  pur- 
suance of  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Webster. 

The  rpport  having  been  partly  read, 

Mr.  Webster  moved  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment. and  said  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  pre- 
sent another  document,  and  move  that  it  be  printed 
with  the  former.  It  appeared,  he  said,  by  the  report, 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  collector 
at  Boston  went  on  the  same  ground — that  these 
payments  in  Commonwealth  Bank  bills  were  volun- 
tarily received — as  had  been  stated  by  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hubbard.)  It  hap- 
pened Mr.  W.  said,  that  the  mail  of  this  morning 
had  brought  him  an  affiadvit  on  this  subject,  which 
showed  what  sort  of  voluntary  payments  these  real- 
ly were. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Pickering, 
a member  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  affirm- 
ing that  he  had  been  instructed  to  get  specie  for  a 
pension,  and  that  he  had  in  vain  endeavored  to  get 
any  part  of  it  in  specie,  or  in  any  thing  but  a check 
on  the  Commonwealth  Bank;  he  had  been  fold  that 
he  must  take  that  or  nothing.  This,  Mr.  W.  said, 
was  the  way  in  which  these  payments  were  made 
and  voluntarily  received. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.  objected  to  having  this  letter 
printed  among  the  official  documents. 

Mr.  Webster  did  not  care  in  what  form  it  should 
be  printed. 

The  report  and  affidavit  were  then  severally  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also  a report  from  the  war  department  in  relation 
to  (certain)  Indian  alfairs  was  presented  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  from  indi- 
viduals, Ike.  were  presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a memorial  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island,  calling  on  their  members  of 
congress  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  and  assigning  their  reasons  therefor.  Ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A number  of  bills  on  individual  claims  were  re- 
ported and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Grundy  reported  a bill  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  the  United  States  circuit  courts  in  Ark- 
ansas, Mississippi,  and  Alabama. 

Also,  a bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  U. 
States  circuit  courts  in  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Ohio. 
Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  To  amend  the  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  claims  to 
Indian  reservations,  under  the  14th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1S30  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.  Read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

A number  of  bills  were  introduced  on  claims, 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  rose  to  make  an  explanation,  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate.  Some  days 
ago,  when  the  military  bill  had  been  before  the  se- 
nate, he  had  stated  that  officers  of  the  corps  of  mili- 
tary engineers  had  been  repeatedly  employed  as  en- 
gineers in  the  service  of  railroad  and  canal  compa- 
nies. Since  that  time,  he  had  learned  that  this  re- 
mark ought  to  have  been  confined,  and  was  appli- 
cable alone,  to  the  officersof  the  topographical  corps 
of  engineers.  Upon  a representation  having  been 
made  to  him  to  this  effect,  he  had  instituted  an  in- 
quiry on  the  subject;  and  the  result  was,  that  no 
officer  of  the  military  engineers  proper  had  been 
thus  employed.  It  afforded  him  great  pleasure  to 
make  this  explanation,  as  he  was  always  desirous 
promptly'  to  repair  any  injustice  which  he  might 
have  done. 

Several  resolutions  of  inquiry  were  submitted  and 
agreed  to;  after  which  tile  following  bills  were 
read  a third  time  and  passed: 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Newman. 

For  the  relief  of  James  Steele. 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  the  Baron 
Bastrop,  those  of  the  Marquis  Maison  Rouge,  and 
others.  Yeas  29,  navs  10.  [The  merits  of  this  bill 
were  discussed  by  Messrs.  Linn,  Crittenden,  Buch- 
anan, Preston,  and  Sevier.  Messrs.  Clay  of  ICy., 
and  Walker,  were  excused,  on  prviate  reasons,  from 
voting.] 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
granting  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands — 
the  question  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  While  entered  at  large  into  the  support  of  the 
bill. 

Messrs.  White  Walker,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Davis,  Prentiss,  Webster,  Young,  Ben- 
ton, and  McKean,  followed,  and  continued  the  de- 
bate till  6 o’clock. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
pissed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundv,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 


j Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Tallmadgc,  Tipton,  Walker,  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 30. 

NAYS — Nessrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Wall — 18. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  31.  The  vice  president  presented  a re- 
port fr'orn  the  post  office  department,  of  the  annual 
contracts  for  transporting  the  mail,  with  the  names 
of  contractors  and  applicants  lor  contracts  for  the 
year  1837.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  statements  of  all  fines  and  deductions  from 
the  pay  of  postmasters.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented. 

By  Mr.  Southard:  From  800  females,  against  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade. 

By  Mr.  Niles:  Several  petitions  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. Motions  to  receive  severally  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

By  Mr.  McKean:  The  memorial  of  the  anti-sla- 
very society  of  Pennsylvania,  recently  assembled  at 
Harrisburg,  remonstrating  against  annexing  Texas 
to  the  Union. 

Also,  a memorial  ofsimilar purport  from  citizens 
of  Berks  county,  Penn. 

By  Mr.  Wall:  On  the  same  subject.  All  sever- 
ally laid  on  the  table.  4 

By  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Southard,  Wall,  and  Mou- 
ton, on  individual  claims.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  authorized  to  employ  a 
clerk. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  claim  of  John  Me- 
Cleary  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  so  much  of  the  different 
reports  of  commissioners  under  an  act  of  1832,  as 
relates  to  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims. 

The  bill  changing  the  times  of  holding  the  U.  S. 
circuit  courts  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Illinois,  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  instituting  a com- 
mission for  the  settlement  of  land  claims  under  the 
Choctaw  treaty  of  1830. 

Sub-treasury  scheme. 

Mr.  Hubbard  having  moved  that  all  previous  or- 
ders be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on 
certain  public  officers  and  for  other  purposes,  and  a 
brief  conversation  having  ensued,  relating  partly  to 
the  Cumberiand-road,  and  other  subjects  on  the  ta- 
ble, in  which  Mr.  Wright  urged  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  nub-treasury  bill,  and  of  acting  upon  it 
speedily, 

Mr.  Clay,  rose,  and  addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  the  proposition  of  the  senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  as  I understand  it,  is  to  postpone 
all  the  orders  of  the  day  which  precede  that  measure 
which  is  usually  called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  that  bill  up.  Sir,"  for  myself  I 
am  ready,  and  always  ready,  to  meet  that  bill  when 
it  does  come  up,  and  to  discharge  my  duty  in  res- 
pect to  it  as  far  as  I can  with  such  power  and  hum- 
ble ability  as  I possess.  But  I have  risen  on  the 
present  occasion  to  make  a proposition,  or  rather  to 
recommend  to  the  friends  of  this  bill  themselves  to 
make  one. 

It  has  been  said,  and  said  correctly,  by  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  finance  committee  that  this 
bill  is  of  immense  importance;  and,  sir,  it  is  my  de- 
liberate opinion  that  there  has  been  no  bill,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  government,  of  such  mo- 
mentous magnitude,  or  fraught  with  such  tremend- 
ous consequences,  as  this.  Sir,  I have  no  desire  to 
create  undue  prejudice  against  this  measure,  but  I 
declare  my  full  and  solemn  conviction  that  all  the 
calamities  of  war  with  the  most  potent  power  on 
earth  would  be  a blessing  compared  with  the  con- 
sequences of  this  measure.  Sir,  I believe  it  will 
lead  to  the  consolidation  of  government,  in  its  fede- 
ral authority,  and  that  it  will  tend  to  destroy  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  states  themselves.  It 
will  place  at  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry a power  equal  to  the  combined  power  of  the  SOO 
or  900  banks  dispersed  throughout  the  Union,  ou 
peradded  to  this,  the  whole  power  of  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  All  this,  sir,  would  be  the 
ultimate  result  of  this  measure,  if  adopted;  it  will 
place  all  this  power  at  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  who  himself  lies  at  the  feet  of  the  presi- 
dentofthe  United  States. 

Entertaining  these  opinions  of  this  measure,  it  is 
my  wish,  not  on  my  own  account,  nor  on  that  of  the 
friends  with  whom  I am  in  the  habit  of  acting,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  country,  that  this  measure  should 
not  now  be  taken  up.  I wish  that  we  should  re- 
ceive from  our  constituents,  the  states,  and  the  peo- 
ple, such  instruction  or  expressions  of  their  will  and 


opinion  as  they  may  choose  to  transmit  to  this  city. 
The  Legislatures  of  several  states  are  now  delibe- 
rating on  the  subject,  and  some  of  them  have  adopt- 
ed resolutions  upon  it  which  have  not  yet  reached 
us.  At  Richmond  we  know  something  has  been 
done.  Sir,  I want  to  hear  from  the  west,  from 
Albany,  from  Richmond,  from  all  quarters  of  the 
country  that  are  so  deeply  and  vitally  interested  in 
this  measure,  before  we  take  the  vote  npon  it;  and 
from  Harrisburg  especially,  though  last  not  least 
that  we  may  hear  what  the  key-stone  state  has  to 
say  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  I say,  with  surprise,  that  I cannot  compre- 
hend the  recent  reversal  of  the  course  of  legislation 
in  congress.  In  the  good  old  days  of  former  times, 
what  was  the  course  of  legislation?  Then  all  great 
measures  originated— where?  In  this  branch?  "No 
sir;  they  originated  with  the  people’s  representa- 
fives  in  the  other  end  of  the  capitol.  Measures  re- 
lating to  taxes,  the  public  treasure,  to  our  armies 
and  navies,  originated  where  they  ought  to  ori<rin- 
ate,  with  those  who  are  nearest  the  people.  There 
these  great  and  important  measures  were  matured 
and  oont  to  the  senate.  But  this  safe,  republican 
democratic  course  of  legislation  has  been  totally  re- 
versed. Sir,  why  is  this  ? Is  it  the  result  of  any 
peculiar  composition  of  the  senate,  making  it  near- 
er the  executive,  or  a better  mirror  of  its  views,  that 
these  reversed  proceedings  have  been  adopted?’  At 
this  session  the  army  bill  has  originated  here;  yes- 
terday the  land  bill  (that  great  agrarian  project) 
was  passed  here;  and  now  we  have  the  sub-treasu- 
ry  project  here  introduced.  Sir,  is  this  the  proper 
branch  of  congress  for  the  origin  of  such  vast  mea- 
sures? Why  are  they  originated  here? 

But  again:  is  it  not  a consideration  of  peculiar 
fitness,  that  we  should  hear  from  the  other  house 
before  we  send  them  this  bill  again?  Last  year  we 
sent  it,  nearly  as  it  now  is, .except  that  the  present 
bill  is  far  more  objectionable,  mischievous,  and 
monstrous  than  it  was;  and  what  became  of  it? 

Sir,  it  was  unacceptable  to  the  representatives  of  the 

people.  They  did  not  choose  to  adopt  this  new  ex- 
periment on  our  prosperity,  and  they  laid  it  on  the 
table,  where  I hoped  it  would  lie  in  perpetual  and 
eternal  repose.  Why,  then,  is  this  measure  again 
brought  before  us,  before  we  hear  from  the  other 
house?  Let  it  be  considered  there,  and  let  us  hear 
from  the  representatives  of  the  people  their  views 
on  this  subject. 

Sir,  I do  not  know  what  will  be  the  fate  of  this 
measure ; but  1 put  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  and  his  friends 
whether  it  is  not  more  in  character  for  the  senate 
to  wait  for  these  instructions  from  legislative  bo- 
dies and  other  proper  and  popular  sources,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  measure,  rather  than  thus  to  hurry  its 
passage.  Sir,  is  it  right  thus  to  act— to  commit 
ourselves,  our  judgment,  and  our  opinions  to  this 
measure,  till  these  high  and  legislative  authorities 
shall  be  heard  from? 

I shall  maky  no  motion;  I have  risen  for  no  such 
purpose;  but  to  recommend  to  the  friends  of  the 
measure  to  wait  a few  days  or  weeks  longer,  till  we 
hear  from  those  bodies  who  have  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  went  briefly  into  the  history 
of  the  progress  of  this  bill;  again  alluded  to  the 
complaints  of  delay  which  he  said  had  been  made  by 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  and  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  senate  as  to  further 
delay.  He  would  not  now  discuss  the  propriety  of 
originating  such  measures  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  on  the  alleged  object  of 
former  delay,  that  it  was  to  have  time  for  senators 
to  examine  and  consider  the  bill,  and  to  prepare  sub- 
stitutes and  amendments,  and  said  that  a good  deal 
of  feeling  was  excited  when  it  was  hinted  that  the 
real  object  was  to  gain  time.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  these  reasons  for  delay; 
but  could  any  senator  now  take  that  ground  for  far- 
ther postponement? 

He  agreed  with  the  senator  from  Kentucky  that 
this  bid  was  of  the  deepest  import;  it  claimed  the 
profoundestand  earliest  attention  of  this  body;  and 
the  senator  could  not  have  greater  confidence  in  the 
••nrrectness  of  his  opinions  than  Mr.  C.  had  in  his. 

The  senator  says  it  will  greatly  augment  execu- 
tive patronage. 

Mr.  Clay.  I did  not  say  so;  but  I now  say  it 
will. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I shall  be  glad  to  meet  the  senator 
on  that  question;  for  if  ever  there  was  a question 
about  which  I had  perfect  confidence,  it  is  that  — 
So  far  from  augmenting,  it  will  diminish,  not  only 
executive  patronage,  but  that  ofthe  government  ge- 
nerally, more  than  any  other  measure  I will  not 
discuss  that  question  now;  but,  come  when  it  will, 

I stand  prepared  to  make  good  my  ground. 

It  was  formerly  urged  by  the  senator  from  Ken- 
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tucky  that  this  measure  would  create  disunion;  but, 
as  it  is  out  of  order  now,  1 suppose,  to  speak  of  dis- 
union, it  is  therefore  now  urged  by  the  senator  that 
it  will  cause  consolidation.  Sir,  i feel  equal  confi- 
dence in  my  ability  to  meet  this  question  as  to  meet 
the  other. 

But  the  senator  says  the  state  legislatures  are  in 
session,  and  wishes  to  hear  further  the  expression 
of  public  sentiment.  This  is  a reason  for  progress- 
ing with  the  bill.  Let  us  argue  here,  and  let  our 
arguments  goto  the  states,  pro  and  con;  we  can  dis- 
cuss the  subject  better  than  the  states,  as. we  are 
necessarily  possessed  of  full  information;  and,  be- 
fore we  come  to  a decision,  most  of  the  state  legis- 
latures will  have  adjourned.  The  political  friends 
of  the  senator  in  the  legislatures  would,  I doubt  not, 
like  to  be  enlightened  by  his  views  on  the  subject. 
But  there  are  other  reasons  for  proceeding  at  once. 
The  state  of  commerce  and  the  business  of  the 
country  demand  an  early  decision. 

But  the  senator  complains  that  the  order  of  busi- 
ness has  been  reversed;  that  great  measures  former- 
ly originated  only  in  the  house,  are  now  originated 
in  the  senate.  The  senate  is  a smaller  body;  and, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  it  has  taken  the  lead. 
The  senate  formerly  sat  with  closed  doors,  on  legis- 
lative as  well  as  executive  business;  and,  if  the 
senator’s  argument  is  good,  they  should  do  so  now. 
But  the  senate  is  more  numerous  and  popular  now 
than  it  was  then.  I hope  the  bill  will  be  taken  up, 
and  let  the  argument  proceed,  even  if  we  do  not 
come  to  a decision  before  we  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation which  the  senator  desires.  We  can  wait 
for  the  dicision,  and  let  the  arguments  go  on. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  honorable  senator,  with  a vast 
deal  of  self-complacency,  avows  his  readiness  at  all 
times  to  meet  and  repel  arguments  from  any  quarter 
on  the  points  to  which  he  has  alluded.  Sir,  it  is 
not  my  habit  to  give  challenges  in  advance;  but  the 
senator  may  rest  assured  that,  with  whateverability 
he  may  prove  there  is'no  augmentation  of  executive 
patronage  by  this  measure,  I think  far  less  ability 
may  prove  the  contrary,  when  the  question  comes 
up;  and  that  consolidation,  also,  of  the  powers  of 
the  government  is  a necessary  consequence  of  the 
measure  under  consideration.  I shall  notenterinto 
the  argument  now;  all  my  argument  is  designed  to 
show  the  vast  importance  of  this  measure,  and  to 
invite  the  senate  to  wait  the  expressions  of  opinions 
which  we  have  cause  to  expect  from  all  quarters  of 
the  Union. 

But  the  senator  thinks  we  ought  not  to  wait,  but 
first  to  argue  the  subject  here,  and  send  out  our 
opinions  to  the  jury  of  the  country.  But  suppose  a 
senator  commits  himself  for  or  against  the  measure, 
and  instructions  come  directing  him  to  take  the  op- 
posite course;  what  is  he  to  do  then?  Must  he  take 
back  his  argument  and  eat  his  words?  No,  sir;  let  us 
inquire,  and  get  our  instructions  in  the  good  old 
way,  and  let  us  obey  them.  Let  us  not  commit 
ourselves  one  way  or  the  other,  till  we  hear  from  our 
constituents. 

Mr.  C.  again  urged  that  important  measures 
ought  to  originate,  as  formerly,  in  the  other  house. 

He  would  make  no  motion  to  delay  this  bill,  and 
no  objestion  to  Mr.  Hubbard’s  motion.  If  the 
friends  of  this  measure,  said  Mr.  C.,  will  not  wait 
for  further  information,  let  them  come  on;  we  are 
prepared  for  them,  and  ready  to  meet  even  their 
redoubtable  champion  from  South  Carolina,  and  to 
show  that  the  tondency  of  this  measure  is  to  over- 
turn the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  give  to  one 
man  the  powers  of  the  government. 

The  senator  says  it  is  not  now  in  order  to  speak 
of  disunion;  and  he  does  not  see  that  this  measure 
can  lead  both  to  consolidation  and  disseverance. 
Sir,  I said,  at  the  last  session,  and  I now  repeat,  that 
the  want  of  a uniform  currency  is  unfavorable  to 
union,  and  its  tendency  is  unfriendly  to  its  exist- 
ence; and  I say,  also,  that  consolidation  is  a result 
of  this  measure;  that  is  dangerous  and  destructive 
to  the  union,  because  it  will  appear  that  it  is  ruin- 
ous to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  de- 
structive to  liberty. 

As  to  the  senator’s  readiness  to  repel  arguments, 
whenever  the  question  shall  arise,  I trust  I can 
show  to  the  country,  to  every  unprejudiced  man. 
tiiuc  tiic  v.unst:queiices  wuicn  i nave  mentioned  will 
ensue  from  this  measure. 

Sir,  let  the  motion  of  the  senator  from  New 
Hampshire  prevail,  if  the  friends  of  this  measure 
are  not  disposed  to  wait  and  hear  from  the  high 
authorities  that  are  now  considering  it;  and  let 
them  precipitate  themselves  down  the  road  to  ruin 
in  which  they  are  proceeding,  the  ruin  not  only  of 
the  administration,  but  of  the  country;  we  are  ready 
to  act  for  their  salvation  in  the  best  manner  we  can. 

The  previous  orders  were  now  postponed,  and 
the  bill  taken  up. 


Mr.  Wright  then  rose,  ar.d  spoke  at  much  length 
in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in  explanation  of  its  va- 
rious provisions. 

Mr.  Webster  having  risen,  gave  way  to  a motion 
to  go  into  executive  business.  After  which 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

February  1.  The  following  petitions  and  memo- 
rials were  presented; 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  Two  remonstrances  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  against  grant- 
ing copyrights  to  foreigners.  Laid  on  the  table, 
the  bill  for  this  purpose  being  in  progress. 

Also,  from  umbrella  manufacturers  in  Phil- 
adelphia, asking  a restoration  of  certain  duties  ex- 
acted from  them  contrary  to  law.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  From  several  individuals  in  Mis- 
souri, (whom  Mr.  L.  believed  mistaken  as  to  the 
alleged  fact,)  asking  indemnity  for  property  taken 
from  them  by  a decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Young:  Asking  pre-emption  rights. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  Certain  legislative  resolutions  of 
instruction  in  relation  to  lighthouses  and  harbors. 
Referred. 

By  Mr.  Morris:  Against  the  admission  of  Texas. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  against  slavery  and  the  slave-trade.  Mo- 
tion to  receive  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Morris,  and  Ruggles:  On 
individual  claims.  Referred. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  to  set  apart  a portion  of  the 
public  domain,  on  the  west  of  Missouri  and  Ark- 
ansas, as  bounty  lands  for  the  protection  of  the 
western  frontier.  Read,  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing, and  1,500  extra  copies  of  the  report  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  claim  of  John  Ro- 
gers was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  committee  on  pen- 
sions were  authorised  to  employ  a clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  States  was  taken  up 
slightly  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  claim  of  John  Lambert  was  rejected. 

Sub-treasury  scheme. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
itnposingadditional  duties  as  depositaries  on  certain 
public  officers,  &c.and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  an 
hour  and  a half  in  general  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  gave  his  views  on  this  point 
yesterday,  and  now  merely  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  stated  that  his  object  was  tu  disem- 
barrass the  bill;  he  thought  that  under  the  system 
provided  by  the  bill,  no  excess  or  surplus  would 
be  likely  to  arise,  and  if  it  should,  it  could  be  read- 
ily provided  for  by  a separate  measure. 

The  section  was  ordered  to  be  stricken  out — yeas 
24,  nays  13. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  proceed- 
ed to  fill  up  the  blanks  of  the  bill,  for  salaries,  ex- 
penses, &c. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  motion  to  allow 
the  receiver  general  at  New  York,  $3,000  salary, 
said  he  would  suggest,  since  these  blanks  were  fill- 
ed on  the  suggestions  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, whether  it  might  not  be  as  well  to  leave  it  all 
to  his  discretion.  But  as  they  must  take  a vote  up- 
on it,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  the  $3,000  were  carried  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mor- 
ris, Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick. 
Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Robins,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster,  White 
— 17. 

Salaries  of  $2,500  each  were  also  carried  for  the 
receivers  general  at  Charleston  and  St.  Louis. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  per  centage  to  banks, 
foi  keeping  the  public  money,  was  filled  with  “not 
to  exceed  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent.” 

The  question  having  been  announced  from  the 
chair,  “shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing?” 

Mr.  Rives  said  he  wished  to  ofFer  a substitute  for 
this  bill;  but  not  expecting  so  rapid  a progress,  he 
was  now  unprepared,  but  would  endeavor  to  be 
ready  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  therefore  suspended  by  general 
consent  till  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  J.  Bulow,  for  property  destroyed  in  the 


late  war,  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  condition,  &c.  of  the  orphans’  court  of  the 
District. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  2.  The  vice  president  presented  the  fol- 
lowing reports,  &c. 

From  the  treasury  department;  A report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  $160,000  retained  by  the  late  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  damages  on  the  protested 
French  indemnity  draft,  stating  that  the  money  had 
not  been  paid  to  the  government  by  the  bank.  Or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

From  the  war  department : A report  and  docu- 
ments from  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  with  in- 
formation in  regard  to  pension  agents,  and  the  in- 
structions given  them  by  the  department,  called  for 
by  a senate  resolution  of  the  19th  ult.  Ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A report  and  documents  in  relation  to  the  survey 
of  Crow  shoal,  in  Delaware  bay.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  report  of  the  survey  of  the  Charleston  and 
Cincinnati  railroad.  Ordered  to  be  printed,  with 
500  extra  copies. 

A number  of  memorials  were  presented  and  ap- 
propriately disposed  of. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  from  cornmit- 
mtitee,  read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

By  Mr.  Spence : For  the  relief  of  George  J.  Whi- 
ton. 

By  Mr.  White:  To  authorize  the  appointment  of 
four  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  a resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  calling  on  the  president  for  copies  of  all 
correspondence,  recently  received,  between  this  go- 
vernment and  those  of  Great  Britain  and  Maine,  on 
the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  it  can  be  communicated  consistently  with 
the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  names  of 
receivers  of  the  public  money  by  whom  the  treasury 
specie  order  of  July,  1836,  has  been  violated,  with 
the  particulars  of  each  violation. 

The  bill  to  extend  and  amend  the  charter  of  the 
Franklin  insurance  company  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  senate  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  Monday. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Ij.  Wfnthrop  and  others,  directors  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  land  company.  [The  bill  provides 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  required  to  pay 
to  the  petitioners  the  sum  of  $95,403;  which  pay- 
ment shall  have  the  same  operation  and  effect  as  if 
the  same  had  been  decreed  to  said  directors  by  the 
commissioners,  under  an  act  of  congress  for  their 
indemnification,  passed  the  31st  of  March,  1814, 
and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto  ; and  shall  be 
in  full  for  all  claims  of  said  company  to  the  land 
mentioned  in  said  act,  (their  purchase  from  the  Ya- 
zoo company',)  and  in  their  release  to  the  United 
States  made  in  pursuance  thereof.] 

The  bill  was  opposed,  at  much  length,  by  Mr. 
Buchanan,  and  was  advocated,  elaborately  and  earn- 
estly, by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Grundy,  Davis,  and  Wil- 
liams, and  was  finally  recommitted  to  the  judiciary 
committee,  with  certain  instructions,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Buchanan — ayes  23,  noes  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on 
certain  public  officers,  &c.,  and  for  other  purposes, 
with  a view  to  allow  Mr.  Rives  to  offer  his  substi- 
tute for  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed before  the  senate  adjourned. 

Mr.  Rives  then  offered  the  following  as  a substi- 
tute to  the  bill,  which  wras  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  following : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled,  That  the  number  of  banks  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  June  23, 1836,  to  be  employed 
as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  shall  bot  exceed 
twenty-five,  (any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding;)  that  they  shall  be  chosen 
from  among  the  most  solid  and  respectable  banks  in 
the  states  or  territories  in  which  they  are  establish- 
ed, and  their  locality,  as  well  as  number,  shall  be 
determined  purely  with  reference  to  the  wants  and 
convenience  of  the  treasury  in  conducting  its  fiscal 
operations. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank 
shall  be  so  selected  or  employed,  which  shall  not 
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pay  its  bills  and  notes,  and  all  other  demands  upon 
it,  promptly  in  specie,  when  required  ; nor  until  it 
shall  first  have  iurnished  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  a statement  of  its  condition  and  business, 
a list  of  its  directors  and  officers,  a copy  of  its  char- 
ter, and  such  other  information  as  he  may  require 
to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  soundness  of  its  con- 
dition. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  banks 
to  be  employed  as  depositories  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
selected  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  to  wit : if  the  selection  be  made  du- 
ring the  session  of  congress,  it  must,  before  it  take 
effect,  be  first  approved  by  joint  resolution  ol  both 
houses;  and  if  made  during  the  recess,  it  shall  be 
submitted  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  their 
next  session,  to  be  confirmed  or  annulled  by  them. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
banks,  before  they  shall  be  employed  as  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money,  shall  agree  to  receive  the 
same  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  to  wit : 

First.  Each  bank  shall  furnish  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  from  time  to  lime,  « ^fton  to 
require,  not  exceeding  once  a week, statements  set- 
ting forth  its  condition  and  business,  as  prescribed 
in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  except  that  such 
statements  need  not  contain  a copy  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank  ; and  the  said  banks  shall  furnish  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  and  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  a weeklv  statement  of  the  condition 
of  his  account  on  their  books  ; and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  have  the  right,  by  himself,  or  an 
agent  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  such 
general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall 
relate  to  the  said  statements  : Provided , that  this 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  the  right  of  inspect- 
ing the  account  of  any  private  individual,  or  indi- 
viduals, with  the  bank. 

Secondly.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited 
therein  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  (excepting  treasury  notes,  or  other  Govern- 
ment obligations,  that  may  be  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  and  which  are  properly 
chargeable  to  the  United  States,)  and  to  pay  all 
checks,  warrants,  or  drafts,  drawn  on  such  depo- 
sites,  in  specie,  if  required  by  the  holder  thereof. 

Thirdly.  To  give  whenever  required  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  the  necessary  facilities 
for  transiernng  trie  puuilo  funds  from  place  to 
place,  within  the  United  States  and  tne  torritories 
thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  inpayment 
of  the  public  creditors,  without  charging  commis- 
sions or  claiming  allowance  on  account  of  differ- 
ence of  exchange. 

Fourthly.  To  render  to  tbe  government  uf  the 
United  States  all  the  duties  and  services  heretofore 
required  by  law  to  be  performed  by  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  several  branches  or 
offices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  whenever,  in 
his  judgment  the  same  shall  be  necessary  or  pro- 
per, to  require  of  any  bank,  selected  and  employed 
as  aforesaid,  collateral  or  additional  securities  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys  deposited 
therein,  and  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
required  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  enter 
into  contracts,  in  the  name,  and  for  and  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  said  banks  so  select- 
ed and  employed,  whereby  the  said  banks  shall 
stipulate  to  do  and  perform  the  several  duties  and 
services  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank 
which  shall  be  employed  as  a depository  of  the 
public  money,  shill  be  discontinued  as  such,  or  the 
public  money  be  withdrawn  therefrom,  except  for 
the  causes  hereinafter  mentioned;  that  is  to  say: 
if  at  any  time,  any  of  the  said  banks  shall  refuse, 
or  fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  prescribed  by 
this  act,  and  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  its  con- 
tract, or  if  any  of  the  said  banks  shall  at  any  time 
refiKip  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  or  if  the  jeerptary 
of  the  treasury  shall  nave  reason  to  believe  that 
any  of  the  said  banks  is  no  longer  a safe  place  of 
deposite  for  the  public  moneys;  in  any  and  every 
such  case,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  discontinue  such 
bank  as  adepository,  and  withdraw  from  it  the  pub- 
lic moneys  which  it  may  hold  on  deposite;  and,  in 
case  of  the  discontinuance  of  any  of  the  said  banks 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  report  to  congress  immediately,  if  in  session,  and 
if  not  in  session,  at  the  commencement  of  its  next 
session,  the  facts  and  reasons  which  have  induced 
such  discontinuance  : Provided,  however,  That 

nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  constiued  to  pre- 
vent congress,  at  any  time,  from  passing  any  law 
for  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  any  of 


the  said  banks,  or  from  changing  the  terms  of  de- 
posite, or  to  prevent  the  said  banks,  at  any  time, 
from  ceasing  to  act  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  upon  paying  over,  or  tendering  to  pay,  the 
whole  amount  of  public  moneys  on  hand,  according 
to  the  terms  of  their  agreement  with  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
btthe  duty  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money  to  make  settlements  with  all  the 
banks  in  their  vicinity  with  which  they  have 
transactions,  as  often  as  once  a week;  and  the  ba- 
lances due  shall  be  demanded  or  paid,  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  specie,  whenever  and  to  whatever  extent 
such  requisition,  with  the  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to 
check  a tendency  to  over-issues,  and  to  preserve 
the  soundness  of  the  currency. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  adopt 
all  such  means  as  he  can  properly  employ,  to  in- 
duce the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
i:«  r«,.r,Qjr  tn  enter  .into  mutual  arrangements  for 
receiving  and  crediting  as  casb,  in  payment  oi  tne 
public  dues,  the  notes  of  each  other,  whenever  the 
same  may  be  offered  in  such  payments. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
venue of  the  United  States,  whether  arising  from 
duties,  taxes,  debts,  postages,  or  sales  of  lands, 
shall  be  collected  and  received  in  gold  and 
silver,  or  in  treasury  notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal 
coins  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  following 
restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to  the  receipt 
of  bank  notes,  to  wit:  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
notes  of  no  banks  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dol- 
lars, shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues  ; and  from  and  alter  the  expiration  of  two 
years  thereafter,  the  notes  of  no  banks  which  shall 
issue  or  circulate  notes  of  a less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars  shall  be  so  receivable:  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  notes  of  no  bank  whatever  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues  by  the  col- 
lectors or  receivers  of  the  public  money  which  the 
banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  deposited,  shall  not, 
under  tbe  supervision  and  control  of  the  secretary 
af  the  treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  as  cash  ; and  provided,  also,  that  the 
notas  of  no  bank  which  now  fails,  on  may  hereaf- 
ter fail,  to  redeem  its  notes  in  gold  and  silver,  shall, 
at  any  time,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues,  unless  such  bank  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
dajr  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -eight, 
have  bona  fide  resumed  payments  in  specie. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  the  preceding  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prohibit  receivers  or  collectors  of  the  dues  of  the 
government  from  receiving  fortbe  public  lands,  any 
kind  of  land  scrip  or  treasury  certificates  now  au- 
thorized by  law,  but  the  same  shall  hereafter  be  re- 
ceived for  the  public  lands  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  has  been  heretofore  practised ; and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  receivable 
between  the  different  branches  of  the  public  re- 
venue, except  as  is  provided  in  this  section. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank 
shall  be  employed  as  a depository  of  the  public 
money  which  shall  not  conform,  as  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  notes  issued  or  circulated  by  it,  to  the 
condition  hereinbefore  imposed  on  those  banks 
whose  paper  is  allowed  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  lay 
before  congress,  at  the  commencement  of  each  an- 
nual session,  and  as  often  thereafter  as  either  house 
may  require,  a statement  of  the  number  and  names 
of  the  banks  employed  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  and  of  their  condition,  and  of  the  amount  of 
public  money  deposited  in  each,  as  shown  by  their 
returns  at  the  treasury,  with  every  other  particular 
which  may  assist  congress  in  forming  a satisfactory 
judgment  of  the  safety  of  the  public. moneys.  and 
of  the  soundness  and  responsibility  of  the  deposito- 
ries to  which  they  are  committed. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts,  corning  within  the  purview  of 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  printing  of  the  above  substitute  having  been 
ordered, 

Mr.  Wright  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
senate  to  suspend  the  action  of  this  bill  till  Monday 
next,  as  postponing  it  or  laying  it  on  the  table  would 
embarrass  it  with  other  business  that  would,  in  that 
case,  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked  [that  it  might  be 


delayed  till  Tuesday,  to  give  time  to  examine  Mr. 
Rives’s  substitute  alter  it  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright  could  not  consent.  The  committee 
had  made  it  his  duty  to  call  it  up  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  meant  to  oppose  this  measure, 
at  every  step  and  at  every  point,  with  all  the  ability 
which  God  had  given  him  ; and  though  Mr.  Rives 
might  jwell  be  able  to  speak  on  his  substitute  on 
Monday,  Mr.  C.,  without  having  time  to  examine 
it,  could  not  hear  him  as  intelligibly  as  if  he  had 
previously  read  and  understood  his  substitute. 

Mr.  Wright  would  agree  to  Tuesday,  if  the  sub- 
stitute should  not  be  printed  in  time  lo  examine  it 
before  Monday,  as  it  would  probably  appear  in  the 
public  papers  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clay.  Very  well;  that  is  one  compromise. 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of 
the  United  States  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  chair  (Mr.  King)  presented,  from  the  trea- 
sury department,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the 
1st  inst.  a letter  from  Captan  M.  C.  Perry,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  light-houses  of  the  United  States,  with 
a communication  from  the  fifth  auditor  on  the  same 

Mr.  Southard  presented  a memorial  in,,*.  „p  , • 
British  subjects,  stating  that  the  late  law  respecting 
patents  operated  unfavorably  for  them,  and  praying 
the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Niles,  2,0<Jo 
extra  copies  of  the  report  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  commonwealth  bank  of  Bos- 
ton, and  the  $ 160,000  damages  claimed  by  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  500  extra  copies  of  the  report  from  the  war 
department,  respecting  pension  agencies. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  26.  The  first  business  in  order 
was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  to  re- 
consider the  adverse  report  on  the  establishment  of 
a district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  The  report  was  reconsidered,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lawler, 

The  subject  was  committed  to  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  Mr.  L.  intimating  that  his  desire 
was  to  name  some  other  point  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rariden,  from  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Stafford  and  the  other  heirs  at  law  of  Joseph  Staf- 
ford of  the  revolutionary  line  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Rariden  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read. 

Resolved.  That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
such  members  of  the  present  house  of  represent., 
fives  as  have  not  received  the  same  under  former 
orders  with  the  following  books,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  house,  being  such  as 
have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding congress,  viz: 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  The  Documen- 
tary History  of  the  Revolution,  The  Land  Laws, 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates,  Con- 
tested Elections,  and  Commercial  Regulations,  El- 
liott’s Debates,  and  Elliott’s  Diplomatic  Code — 

But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  either  of  the  above 
works. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  R.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  which 
was  agreed  to — yeas  129,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Cushman  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
agreeingtothe  resolution,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Haynes  thought  that  some  of  these  books 
had  never  been  furnished  to  old  members. 

Mr.  McKay  would  be  glad  to  know  from  the  gen- 
tleman w’ho  offered  this  resolution,  if  there  was  not 
a proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  contingent  expenses,  expressly  prohibiting 
any  portion  of  the  expenditure  to  be  made  there- 
from, except  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  house. 
If  that  be  the  case,  this  resolution  was  not  in  order, 
because  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a new  ap- 
propriation, which  must  be  considered  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

In  rpfprence  to  the  merits. of  the  resolution  he. 
said  it  was  a practice  which,  it  not  put  a stop  to, 
would  form  an  indefinite  claim  upon  the  treasury, 
for  there  would  always  be  new  members,  and  they 
would  claim  copies  of  all  the  books  ever  given  to 
members  of  the  old  congresses.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  expense  this  resolution  involved, 
but  he  supposed  somew'here  about  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Briggs  understanding  that  it  had  never  been 
given  to  members  before,  moved  to  strike  out  El- 
liott’s Diplomatic  Code.” 

Mr.  Rariden  only  desired  to  include  the  same 
books  given  heretofore  to  the  old  members. 
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Mr.  Everett,  thought  that  book  had  been  one  of 
the  number. 

Mr.  McKay  adverted  to  the  Documentary  Hist- 
ory as  represented  to  have  been  supplied  to  former 
members,  which  was  not  the  case,  for  not  a single 
copy  had  been  furnished  to  them.  The  resolution, 
therefore,  stated  what  in  point  of  fact,  was  not 
true. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  contended  that,  if  the  resolution 
embraced  the  same  books  heretofore  ordered,  it  was 
not  material  whether  the  books  had  been  received 
or  not.  It  was  butrightand  fair  that  the  new  mem- 
bers should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
old.  If  it  was  proper  for  the  nation  to  furnish 
books  to  its  legislators,  it  was  only  right  that  all 
should  be  furnished  equally,  and  if  there  was  any 
difference,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  supposed  to  be  more  in  want  of 
them  than  the  old. 

Mr.  Briggs  understanding  that  the  “Diplomatic 
Code”  was  included  in  the  former  resolution,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Rariden  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a resolution 
including-  that  work,  but,  on  referring  to  the  nm. 
ceedina-s  of  *»-  nf>on  ">  « aPPears  {o  have 

i i(J  „,Ane  table. 

Mr.  Briggs  therefore  renewed  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bronson,  in  reply  to  Mr.  McKay,  remarked 
that  the  contingent  appropriation  bill  had  not  been 
passed,  and  therefore  they  were  not  tied  up  by  the 
proviso  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  apprehended  his  colleague  was 
mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  would  not  be 
passed  by  the  house",  unless  the  present  congress 
differed  very  essentially  in  opinion  from  the  two 
former  congresses.  It  had  been  invariably  intro- 
duced into  each  bill  for  the  last  four  years,  and  was 
designed  to  correct  what  Mr.  C.  considered  a grow- 
ing abuse,  of  paying  matters  entirely  foreign  to  it, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund.  The  same  proviso  was 
in  the  bill  reported  this  session,  and  he  believed 
would  be  again  sanctioned  by  the  house.  Whether 
the  books  were  purchased  or  not,  he  did  hope  that 
appropriations  of  this  character  would  not  be  charg- 
ed upon  the  contingent  fund  of  the  house,  by  which 
it  had  been  enormously  increasing,  from  year  to 
year,  by  the  action  of  the  bouse  itself.  If  this  ap- 
propriation were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law  in 
the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Bond  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  house 
should  suspend  its  rules,  and  set  aside  all  its  busi- 
ness, for  the  purpose  of  considering  a resolution  of 
this  kind;  a resolution  looking  alone  to  the  person- 
al benefit  of  the  members.  He  strenuously  oppos- 
ed the  measure,  and  asked  if  the  house  was  aware 
of  the  expense  it  involved?  when  the  former  reso- 
lution was  under  consideration,  he  recollected  that 
a then  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cave  John- 
son ) made  a calculation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member,  in  the 
ac^recate  upwards  ot  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Mr  B°  insisted  that  they  had  no  right,  in  the  pre- 
sent exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  thus  to  give  to 
themselves  the  people’s  money;  and  if  congress 
had  committed  a mistake  originally,  they  ought  to 

correct  it.  , ,,  . .... 

Mr.  Boon  had  voted  against  this  project  origin- 
ally but  having  received  the  books  under  the  for- 
mer’ resolutionrhe  thought  it  would  hardly  be  fair 
to  withhold  that  from  the  new  members  which  he 
had  once  received  the  benefit  of.  He  thought,  how- 
ever it  ought  to  be  restricted  to  the  present  mem- 
bers, those  now  in  the  seats  or  otherwise,  in  case  of 
death  or  vacancy,  several  copies  might  be  furnish- 
ed for  the  representation  oT  a single  district. 

On  the  subject  of  an  exhausted  or  bankrupt  trea- 
sury, which  had  been  brought  into  review,  Mr.  B. 
trusted  that  those  who  had  voted  for  the  suspension 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  states 
would  not  be  again  questioned  for  it,  when  they 
were  now  told  (by  Mr.  Bond)  by  those  who  com- 
plained of  that  suspension,  that  the  treasury  was 
absolutely  bankrupt,  for  if  such  was  its  condition, 
there  was  nothing  to  pay  it  with. 

Mr.  B.  added  that  he  would  move  an  amendment 
to  the  effect  he  had  indicated. 

The  Chair  remarked  that  it  would  not  be  in  or- 
der till  the  nendinn-  amendment  had  been  disposed 

of. 

Mr.  Rariden  inquired  of  Mr.  Bond,  if  under  the 
influence  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed,  he  had 
allowed  himself  to  accept  the  books  ordered  under 
the  former  resolutions  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bond  would  state  frankly,  that  the  books 
having  been  sent  to  his  lodgings,  he  had  sent  them 
homeland  should  do  so  again,  unless  under  some 
general  order  to  return  them,  which  he  should  wil- 
lingly yield  obedience  to;  still  he  was  opposed  to 
the°priiiciple,  always  had  been,  and  should  continue 
to  be  so. 


Mr.  Rariden  had,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  inserted 
no  book  in  the  resolution  which  had  not  been  order- 
ed before. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  was  in  favor  of  equality  in  regard 
to  sources  of  information  furnished  at  the  public 
expense.  He  held  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
constituents  that  the  representatives  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  govern- 
ment at  all  periods. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky,  sent  the  following 
amendment  to  the  table,  giving  notice  that  he  should 
move  it  when  the  present  amendment  was  disposed 
of. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  late  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  23d  and  24th  congress,  who  have 
received,  or  are  entitled  to  receive  books,  under  the  reso- 
luttons  of  the  23d  and  24th  congress,  are  hereby  direct- 
ed and  required  to  place  them  in  the  library  of  congress 
for  the  use  of  their  successors,  who  shall  have  the  right 
to  use  them  whilst  members,  and  during  the  sessions  of 
congress,  and  who  shall  replace  them  in  the  library  for 
the  use  of  their  successors;  and  said  books  shall  be  thus 
kept  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  repre 
sentatives,  and  to  be  used  and  replaced  in  the  library 

rtf  /-»/-> rr  rrpooo  fiyira  +» — -~-£ — [TVlic  DUUKb 

were  named  in  the  amendment.] 

Mr.  McKay  raised  the  question  of  order,  that 
this  resolution,  involving  a distinct  appropriation  of 
money,  should  be  committed  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house. 

The  Chair  ruled  against  the  point,  but  said  that 
it  might  be  used  as  an  argument  to  the  house. 

Mr.  McKay  contended  that  no  proposition  for 
paying  money  could  be  authorized  without  being 
committed.  The  fact  of  the  contingent  bill  not  be- 
ing passed,  rather  strengthened  his  point. 

Mr.  McK’s  remarks  were  interrupted  by  the  spe- 
cial order,  being  the  case  of  the  Mississippi  elec- 
tion. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  election  case,  the  question  pending  be- 
ing as  follows: 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Reeolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  congress,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  house  as  such. 

The  question  pending  being  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  on  yesterday  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  excepting  the  word  “Resolved,”  and  inserting 
as  follows:  “That  1 he  resolution  of  this  house  of  the 
3d  October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson 
and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  25th  congress,  .was  agreed  to  without  a 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts  which  were  material  to  a 
correct  decision  of  the  questlou  presented,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded.” 

Resolved  .further.  That  Messrs.  »"J  Word 

were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  congress  from 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  November  last,  and  are  en- 
titled to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Pennybacker  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks from  yesterday,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Prentiss.  He 
entered  into  an  e.aborate  and  critical  examination 
of  *the  arguments  adduced  by  the  latter,  and  con- 
tended that  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  where- 
on the  contestants  could  rest  their  claim.  [Want 
of  room  prevents  our  giving  even  an  outline  of  his 
speech.] 

Mr.  Murray  rose  and  stated,  that  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  submit  some  remarks  upon  this 
question,  but,  as  there  appeared  to  be  some  dis- 
position to  take  the  question,  he  would  now  yield 
the  floor,  if  it  was  to  be  understood  that  the  debate 
was  here  to  close.  If  any  other  gentleman  had  a 
desire  of  addressing  the  house,  they  would  intimate 
their  intention  now;  and,  if  no  gentleman  did  so, 
he  would  yield  and  permit  the  question  to  betaken. 

Mr.  Bronson  said,  as  a member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  elections,  he  shordd  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
address  a few  remarks  to  the  house,  before  the 
question  should  betaken.  He  should  promise,  how- 
ever, that  his  remarks  should  be  brief. 

Mr.  Legare,  also  intimated  his  intention  of  ad- 
dressing the  house  for  a short  time. 

Mr.  Maury  then  declared  his  determination  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  but  gave  way 
to 

Mr.  Shields,  on  whose  motion. 

The  house  adjourned, 

Saturday,  Jan.  27.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  on  the  subject  of 
title  to  certain  lands  ir.  Louisiana;  but  objection 
being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  make 
way  for  that  question  ; but  the  house  refused  to 
suspend. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for 
and  made  from  several  committees.  The  house 
then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
morning  hour  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  resolu- 
tion ottered  by  Mr.  Rariden,  of  Indiana,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  supplying  the  new  members  with  certain 


books.  He  modified  it,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Briggs,  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

“ Restored , That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  such 
members  of  the  present  house  of  representatives  as 
have  not  received  the  same  under  former  orders,  and 
who  shall,  in  writing,  notify  ihe  clerk  of  their  wish  to 
have  them,  with  the  following  books,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  house,  being  such  as 
have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and  prece- 
ding congress,  viz.  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  the 
Documentary  History  of  the  Revolution,  the  Land 
Laws,  American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates, 
Contested  Eiections,  and  Commercial  Regulations,  and 
Elliott’s  Debates.  But  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  either  of  the 
above  works.” 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  amend  this  reso- 
lution, as  follows  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  late  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  23d  and  24th  congress,  who  have 
received,  or  are  entitled  to  receive  books  under  the  re- 
solutions of  the  23d  and  24th  congress,  are  hereby  di- 
rected and  required  to  place  them  in  the  library  ol  con- 
gress, for  the  use  of  their  successors,  who  shall  have  the 
right  to  use  them  whilst  mombero,  ond  during  the  ses- 
sions ot  congress,  and  who  shall  replace  them  in  the 
library  for  the  use  of  their  successors ; and  said  books 
shall  be  thus  kept  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  to  fee  used  and  replaced 
in  the  library  of  congress  from  time  to  time  as  afore- 
said.” [The  books  were  named  in  the  amendment.] 

After  a desultory  conversation  in  which  Mr. 
Williams  strenuously  opposed  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Rariden  defended  it,  and  Mr.  Mercer  gave  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  fur- 
nishing members  with  books  at  former  sessions  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Morgan,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  House  sustained  the  motion  ; the  previous 
question  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  resolution,  as 
modified  by  the  mover,  was  adopted— yeas  113,  nays 

The  house  then  passed,  at  one  o’clock,  to  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  which  was  the  contested 
Mississippi  election. 

Previous  to  any  debate  on  it — 

Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  for- 
eign relations,  gave  notice  that,  as  soon  as  the  con- 
sideration of  ihe  subject  of  the  election  should 
have  been  brought  to  a close,  he  should  invite  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  ti ■*>  bill  tiuui  u«  ocnate 
further  toso»«*«  tne  neutrality  of  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  w ho  had  the  floor  from 
yesterday,  resumed  it,  but,  after  a very  few  re- 
marks, in  favor  of  Ihe  members  elect,  Messis. 
Prentiss  and  Word , observe d that,  as  he  was  aware 
Uio  house  woo  eogcr  to  have  the  subject  disposed 
of,  and  as  enough  had  had  been  said  fully  to  present 
the  argument  in  favor  of  those  gentlemen,  he  should 
waive  his  privilege  of  addressing  the  house  at 
large,  as  he  had  at  first  contemplated  ; and  there- 
upon resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  then  took  the  floor, 
and  went  at  large  into  the  \ arious  heads  of  argument 
which  had  previously  been  advanced  in  this  discus- 
sion ; insisting,  both  on  legal  and  constitutional 
grounds,  on  the  right  of  the  silting  members, 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  to  retain  their  seals, 
under  thedecision  of  the  house  at  the  called  session. 
He  continued  to  speak  until  near 4 o’clock,  when 
he  gave  way  for  a motion  to  adjourn  ; and  thereupon 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  29.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  the  follow  ing  message  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  received  on  Saturday  last : 

To  ihe  House  of  Representatives  of  ihe  Uriited  Slates: 

I herewith  communicate  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  their  reso- 
lution of  the  9th  instant 

M.  VAN  BUEEN. 

Washington,  Jan.  2.6,  l£8S. 

To  ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates  : 

Department  or  State. 

Washington,  Jan.  25,  Ic28. 

Tne  secretary  wl'ototc,  nljoui  Pas  uecn  referred 
a resolution  ol  the  house  of  representatives,  dated 
the  9th  instant,  requesting  Ihe  president  to  com- 
municate to  that  body  “what  measures,  if  any,  have 
have  been  taken  by  the  executive  for  the  release  of 
Mr.  Greely,  a citizen  of  Maine,  now  imprisoned  in 
the  provincial  jail  of  New  Brunswick,  at  Freder- 
ickton,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  said  province,  over  the  territory  claimed  by  the 
British  government;  and  also  to  communicate  any 
correspondence  which  the  executive  department 
may  have  had  with  the  British  government,  or  the 
executive  of  Maine,  upon  the  sub  ject  of  said  Gree- 
ly’s  imprisonment,  so  far  as  a communication  of  the 
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same  may  be  deemed  by  him  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest.” 

And  likewise  requesting  the  president,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interests,  to  communi- 
cate to  that  house  “any  correspondence  or  commu- 
nication held  between  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  at  different 
times,  respecting  the  wardenship,  occupation,  or 
actual  possession  of  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
state  of  Maine  which  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain” — 
has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  president  the  accom- 
panying documents,  which  embrace  the  informa- 
tion and  correspondence,  not  heretofore  published 
by  congress,  called  for  by  the  above  cited  resolu- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN-  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  moved  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  communication  until  Thurs- 
day next,  upon  which  day  he  hoped  the  house 
would  permit  him  an  opportunity  of  saying  a few 
words  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

The  motion  af  Mr.  Evans  prevailed. 

Tne  memorial  of  John  Ross  and  others,  delegates 
from  the  Cherokees,  which  was  under  consideration 
on  Monday  last,  came  up  in  order. 

This  memorial,  Mr.  Glascock,  of  Georgia,  had 
moved,  on  Monday  last,  to  lay  on  the  table;  this 
motion  was  then  rejected.  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  moved  to  reconsider  that  motion  ; and 
this  last  motion  was  pending  when  the  subject  was 
dropped  last  week. 

Mr.  Everett  being  about  to  address  the  house  on 
this  motion,  the  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not  a 
debateable  question,  inasmuch  as  the  vote  propos- 
ed to  be  reconsidered  was  upon  a motion  which 
was  not  debateable.  Mr.  Everett  took  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  but  withdrew  it  sub- 
sequently, requesting  to  have  that  decision  enter- 
ed on  tile  journal.  The  Speaker  said  that  it  would 
be  done.  Mr.  Everrett  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  reconsideration,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  pre- 
vailed b}'  the  following  vote — yeas  121,  nays  82. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
memorial  on  the  table,  Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on 
the  table;  which  being  ordered,  the  question  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote  : 

Y GAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Boirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  iScddni, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John 
Calhoon,  Cambreleag,  'Timothy  .1.  Carter,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Co.inor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  EJImore,  Farrington,  Fait  Held,  Fos- 
ter, Fry,  Gallup,  Gliolson,  Glascock,  J.  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  T.  JB.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  J. 
"Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  "VV.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingen- 
stnith,  Lawler,  Legate,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Patton,  Paynter  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Smith,  Southgate,  Spencer,  .Stewart,  Stone,  Taylor, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 122. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  Ayc- 
rigg,  Biddle,  Bell,  Bond,  Boruen,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, William  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Childs,  Convin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curds,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lincoln, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M. 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russel,  A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  She- 
pard, Sibley,  Slade,  Stanley,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Til- 
linghast,  Toianrl,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey.  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 36. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Fair- 
field,  Carter,  Anderson,  Smith,  Cilley,  Davee,  and 
Noyes,  of  Maine. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  that  the  hour  for 
morning  business  had  elapsed,  and  slated  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day. 

Mr,  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
call  of  the  states  for  petitions.  Upon  this  motion 
ne  demanded  tellers  ; which  being  ordered,  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  (requiring  a vote  oi  two- 
thirds,)  was  lost  by  awote  of  105  ayes  to  71  noes. 


The  Mississippi  Election. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  special  order,  being 
the  contested  election,  pending  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Bell  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Bronson. 

Mr.  Bronson  resumed  the  floor  in  defence  of  his 
resolution,  and  against  the  proposed  amendment. 
After  he  had  closed  his  argument, 

Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  address  the 
house,  on  the  other  side;  but  ottered  to  yield  the 
floor  if  the  house  wished  to  take  the  question. 
Other  gentlemen,  however,  intimating  a wish  to 
offer  some  remarks,  he  proceeded,  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Foster  and  Bronson. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  followed  on  the  same 
side.  He  contended  that,  if  the  sitting  members 
were  legally''  elected  to  this  congress,  there  had 
now  appeared  better  claimants,  under  a new  state 
of  facts.  He  replied  at  length  to  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  contended  for  the 
right  of  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  (o  the  seats 
they  claim.  He  was  for  adhering  strictly  to  the  lex 
parliamentaria  in  this  case. 

Mr.  R.  having  concluded.  Mr.  Legare  took  the 

floor,  and  asked  for  an  adjournment,  proposing, 

hereafter,  to  address  the  house  upon  the  pending 
resolution. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  question  of  adjournment  which 
were  not  ordered. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  30.  After  the  reception  of  reports. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Lincolin,  it  was. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  buildings 
and  grounds  be  instructed  to  cause  the  walls  of  the  late 
post  office  building  to  be  surveyed  and  examined  by 
some  skilful  architect,  fertile  purpose  of  determining 
the  propriety  of  their  immediate  removal,  or  of  repairing 
and  re-constructing  the  building;  and  if  the  latter,  to  con- 
sider the  appropriate  uses  to  which  it  may  be  adapted 
and  applied  for  the  accommodation  of  either  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  government. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
gave  notice  that  he  would  oil  to-morrow  call  up  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  prevent  the  explosions  of 
steamboat  boilers. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour,  which 
was  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Adams  calling  for  a trans- 
lation of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  pamphlet,  with  Mr  How- 
ard’s motion  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  so  much  of 
the  resolution  as  calls  for  the  name  of  the  foreign 
minister  who  communicated  a copy  of  that  pam- 
phlet lo  American  secretary  of  state. 

On  this  resolution  nit . entitled  to 

the  floor  but,  as  he  was  still  indisposed. 

Mr  Howard  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Adams  arose  and  spoke  in  opposition  to  this 
motion,  but  before  he  bad  concluded  bis  remarks, 
the  hour  devoted  to  morning  business  expired,  and 
the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  contested  election. 

Mr.  Legare  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
house  with  great  earnestness,  in  support  of  the  claim 
of  the  sitting  members,  and  in  reply  to  the  various 
topics  of  argument  which  have  been  urged  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Maine,  next  took  the  floor,  and 
went  into  a cogent  reply  to  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Foster,  Bronson,  Pennybacker,  and  Legare.  As  soon 
as  he  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  Cushman  moved  the 
previous  question,  but,  on  the  remonstrance  of  Mr. 
Wise  who  stated  that  one  of  the  members  claiming 
the  seat  was  desirous  of  addressing  the  house,  he 
withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Prentiss  addressed  the  chair,  and  was  about 
to  commence  his  rejoinder,  but  yielded  the  floor  to 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  who  argued  against  the 
construction  of  the  constitution  which  had  been  ad- 
vocated by  the  gentlemen  who  maintained  the  right 
of  the  sitting  members.  He  concluded  a brief  but 
earnest  speech  by  declaring  it  as  his  belief  that  nei- 
ther the  sitting  nor  the  claiming  members  had  a good 
title  to  the  seats,  which  were  therefore  vacant. 

Mr.  Prentiss  then  took  the  floor,  and  after  he  had 
proceeded  a few  minutes,  yielded  for  a motion  of  ad- 
journment, which  was  made  by  Mr.  Wise,  and 
which  prevailing,  the  house  adjourned- 

Wednesday,  Jan.  31.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  moved 
that  the  House  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  senate  bill  for  the  pre- 
vention of  accidents  from  the  bursting  of  boilers  of 
steamboats. 

Mr.  Everett,  oi  Vermont,  objected  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  motion  at  the  present  time.  There 
were  resolutions  on  the  table  of  more  importance, 
not  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule.  And 
this  motion  was  rejected  by  a vote  ot  72  ayes  to  69 
noes.  (Not  two-thirds.) 


Mr.  Loomis  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  senate  bill  for  the  preservation 
of  neutral  relations,  now  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  which  he  moved  be  printed  ; and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  accordingly. 

After  the  reception  of  reports  from  standing 
committees,  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  select 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  of  the  house  of  the  11th  of  January  was 
referred,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  house, 
they  proceed  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of 
the'  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  of  the  sergeant-at- 
arms.  This  examination  resulted  in  the  discovery, 
as  the  committee  unanimously  believe,  that,  at  the 
close  of  the  late  extra  session  of  congress,  an  un- 
intentional error  was  committed  at  the  bank  in  pay- 
ing in  gross  and  in  specie  the  checks  of  the  speaker 
for  the  pay  of  the  members. 

The  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  there  is  in 
the  bank  $3,886  71  to  which  the  sergeant-at-arms 
is  entitled,  has  been  communicated  to  the  board  of 
directors,  and  they  have  paid  the  sum  promptly  to 
Mr.  Dorsey. 

The  committee  are  much  indebted  to  the  hoard 
of  directors  for  the  use  of  a room  in  their  banking- 
house  to  conduct  their  examination,  and  ask  the 
house  to  discharge  them  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  letters  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  accompanied  with  sundry  docu- 
ments, containing  the  information  called  lor  by  the 
house  on  the  6th  of  December,  ultimo,  in  reflation 
to  orders  and  instructions  given  to  military  com- 
manders in  Florida  to  raise  troops,  to  call  out  mili- 
tia, and  to  accept  volunteers  to  suppress  Indian  hos- 
tilities, &c. 

Also,  transmitting  a report  of  the  chief  engineer, 
in  reference  to  the  erection  of  fences  or  guard 
posts  where  they  maybe  necessary  on  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Also,  transmitting  a communication  from  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  accompanied  by  a 
statement  of  all  persons  employed  in  the  Indian 
branch  of  the  public  service,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  or- 
ganizing the  Indian  department. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  containing  the  information 
called  for  by  the  house  on  the  11th  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  of  public  lands  that  have  been 
sold,  the  proceeds,  quantity  surveyed  and  offered 
lor  Sell©  &.c. 

IVi  1 . Jiaams  s itsA/iu-ti’cr**  fi^rns* 

tiza  pamphlet,  being  in  order,  was  further  sustained 
by  the  mover,  until  the  expiration  of  the  houi. 

The  house  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Mississippi  contested  election,  the  question 
pending  being  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word,  are  not  members  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  house  as  such. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  had  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  ‘'Resolved,”  and  inserting  as  lollovvs: 
“That  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  members 
of  the  25th  Congtess,  was  agreed  to  without  a 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts  which  were  material  to 
a correct  decision  of  the  question  presented,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Resolved  further,  That  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25lh  congress,  from 
tlie  state  of  Mississippi,  in  November  last,  and  are  en- 
titled to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Bell  now  modified  his  amendment  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  work  "Resolved,”  ano  in- 
sert “ That  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the  3d 
of  Ocfobc-r  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson 
and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  25th  congress  be  rescinded,  and  that 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  the  25th  congress. 

Resolved,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J.  Word  .were 
duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  congress  on  the  first 
Monday  and  day  following  in  November  last,  and  that 
they  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  this  house  as 
sacn. 

Mr.  B.  explained  his  object  to  be  to  make  the 
letter  a distinct  proposition. 

Mr.  Prentiss  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the 
house  in  support  of  tile  sitting  members. 

Mr.  Cushman  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
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motion ; which  were  ordered,  and  were — years  190 
nays  19. 

So  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered,  and  was  pro- 
ceeded in  tor  some  time,  the  names  of  the  absen- 
tees called  over,  and  all  excused  but  four,  when 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion  ; which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  122, 
nays  98. 

So  the  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  question  recurring  upon  se- 
conding the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  tel- 
lers being  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  107,  noes  111. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  briefly  addressed  the  house  in 
support  of  the  sitting  members. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  a division  of  the  question  on 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  take  the  question  sepa- 
rately on  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gantleman  from  Tennessee. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  motion  to  strike  out 
and  insert  was  not  divisible  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  Bell,  then  withdrew  the  latter  part  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Cushman  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell-,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were — yeas  119,  nays  112,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da- 
vies, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Filmore,  Rice  Garland, 
Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  William  Herod,  Ogden 
Hoffman,  George  W.  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenefer,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M. 
Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
McKennon,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert 
S. (White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  Wise,  ana  York — 119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertom 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell.  Birdsnll  o.-um,  diuu- 

lieaU,  Druiison,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Oambre- 
lentj.  John  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  ’Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletch- 
er, Foster,  Fry,  Gallop,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wil- 
liam H.  Plunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jazeb 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble, Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Martin,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington  and 
Yell— 112. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  ques- 
tion recurring  upon  the  amendment  as  amended — 

Mr.  Howard  rose  and  remarked  that  they  had 
arrived  at  a stage  in  the  seproceedings  at  which  he 
wished  to  pause,  and  wished  the  house  to  pause, 
in  order  to  see  in  what  direction  they  should  next 
shape  their  course.  He  would  not  question  the 
validity  of  the  decision  just  made;  but  so  much 
doubt  hung  upon  the  whole  subject,  that  he  had 
taken  into  his  serious  consideration  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Mason)  to  send  the  election  back  to  the 
people. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  H.  submitted  a 
proposition  to  that  effect,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  just  adopted. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  South  Carolina  rose,  and  stated 
that  he  was  requested  to  announce  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word,  members  elect  from  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  were  now  in  attendence  before  the 
house,  and  were  ready  to  be  qualified. 

The  Chair  informed  the  gentleman  that  the  house 
had  adopted  no  resolution.  It  had  adopted  an 
amendment,  but  had  adopted  no  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter. 

Mr.  McKay  stated  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  be- 


cause he  believed  the  election,  held  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  in  July  last,  was  not  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  He 
further  stated  that  it  was  not  his  intention,  by  that 
vote,  to  give  the  seats  vacated  to  the  members  here 
claiming  seats.  He  was  of  the  same  opinion  ex- 
pressed on  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia; and  he  was  in  favor  of  sending  back  to  the 
people  of  Mississippi  the  whole  matter.  Mr.  McK. 
went  on  and  briefly  explained  his  view  of  the  con- 
stitutional question. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Cam- 
breleng  and  Thompson, 

Mr.  Owens  moved  that  the  house  adjourn:  lost. 
Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  the  house  refused  to  second  it — ayes 
95,  noes  119. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment!  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland:  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Howard,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKay, 
modified  his  amendment  by  declaring  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  were  not  duly  elected. 

Mr.  McKay  suggested  that  the  gentleman  modify 
his  amendment  so  as  to  declare  that  Messrs.  Pren- 
tiss and  Word  are  not  duly  elected  members  of  the 
25th  congress. 

Mr.  Howard  modified  his  amendment  as  follows: 
“ And  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  enti- 
tled to  seats  in  this  house  as  members  of  the  25th 
congress;  and  that  their  seats  be  declared  vacated, 
and  the  speaker  of  this  house  inform  the  governor 
of  Mississippi  of  that  fact.” 

Mr.  Thompson  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  all  after  the  names  of  Messrs. 
“Prentiss  and  Word,”  and  substitute  the  words 
“are  duly  elected,  but  are  not  entitled  to  seats.” 
After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Tillinghast— 

Mr.  Thompson  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost  without 
a division. 

Mr.  Patton  made  a few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland! 

Messrs.  Haynes  and  Glascock  supported  the 
amendment  in  a tew  remarks,  and  it  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Pope  and  Underwood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Rheit  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chair  to  the  omission  of  his  name  in  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell  on 
the  Mississippi  election  case.  Mr.  R.  had  m 

the  negative  and  r V . . — . ha,,,,  unectea  the  correction 
io  De  made,  thereby  making  the  result — yeas,  119, 
nays  113. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for, 
and  after  several  had  been  presented  for  the  relief 
of  individuals,  the  house  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Adams  on  the  18th  ult: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy 
and  translation  of  the  pamphlet,  in  the  Spanish 
language,  stated  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  this  house  to  have  been  printed  and  circu- 
lated by  the  late  minister  for  the  republic  of  Mexi- 
co, Gorostiza,  before  his  departure  from  this  coun- 
try, and  the  name  of  the  diplomatic  functionary 
from  a foreign  government  who  communicated  a 
copy  of  said  pamphlet  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Howard  to  strike  out  all  that  part  relating  to  the 
name  of  the  diplomatic  functionary,  after  the  word 
“country,”  in  the  eighth  line. 

Mr.  Adams  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks  upon  the  resolution  until 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  when 

The  C/mtranuounced  the  special  order  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Jenifer  made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  induce 
the  house  to  take  up  on  their  first  and  second  read- 
ing, sundry  bills  from  the  senate  lying  on  the 
speaker’s  table,  merely  for  their  commitment  to  the 
appropriate  committees. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  election  case,  the  question  being  on  the 
amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Bell,  adopted  by  the 
house  yesterday. 

“ Resolved,  That  tho  resolution  of  this  house  of 
the  3d  of  October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J. 
Gholson  and  John  F.  IJ.  Claiborne  were  duly  elect- 
ed members  of  the  25th  congress,  be  rescinded, 
and  that  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  are  not 
duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  congress.” 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  following 
amendmentof  Mr.  Howard: 

“And  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  house  as  members  of  the 
25th  congress,  and  that  their  seats  be  declared  va- 
cated, and  that  the  speaker  of  this  house  inform  the 
governor  of  Mississippi  of  that  fact.” 


Mr.  Underwood  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  he 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  Howard,  who  modified  his  amendment  as 
follows: 

“Resolved,  That  Samuel  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas 
J.  Word  are  not  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  con- 
gress.” 

Mr.  H.  said,  if  that  amendment  should  be  agreed 
to  by  the  house,  he  should  then  move  the  following, 
as  an  addition: 

“Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  this  house  do 
communicate  a copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  Mississippi.” 

Mr.  Underwood  again  gave  way  io 
Mr.  Pope  who  read,  and  stated  his  intention  to 
submit  the  following  amendment: 

“And  further  resolved.  That  Archibald  Yell  is 
not  entitled  to  a seat  in  this  house,  as  a member  of 
the  twenty-fifth  congress,  and  that  the  seat  of  the 
representative  from  the  state  of  Arkansas  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to  be  vacant,  and  that 
the  speaker  of  this  house  inform  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Arkansas  of  that  fact.” 

The  Chair  remarked  that  the  proposition  being 
on  a subject  having  no  connection  with  that  under 
consideration,  was  not  in  order. 

The  question  being  then  propounded  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Howard  as  modified — 

Air.  Underwood  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the  ques- 
tion was  not  susceptible  of  division,  of  striking 
out  and  inserting,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe  the 
chair  had  reviewed  his  decision  in  the  negative 
last  night. 

The  Chair  stated  that  since  the  adjournment  of 
the  house  last  evening,  he  had  conferred  with  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  himself,  with  a member 
from  Massachusetts  and  others,  and  had  carefully 
reviewed  his  decision,  which  had  been  hastily 
given.  His  opinion  was  based  upon  the  “Parlia- 
mentary Manual,”  but  the  forty-first  rule  of  the 
house  laid  dow'n  a different  doctrine,  and  by  another 
rule  of  the  house  it  was  provided  that  the  “Manu- 
al” should  he  the  law,  where  it  did  not  conflict 
with  the  rules.  The  rule,  therefore,  having  the 
preference,  the  chair  accordingly  now  decided  that 
the  question  was  susceptible  of  division. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  Chair 
and  Mr.  Bell  as  to  an  incidental  point  of  order;  but 
no  action  grew  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Underwood  then  piuceeded  to  address  the 
house  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Howard's  amendment, 
and  against  sending  the  election  back  to  the  peo- 
people  of  Mississippi. 

Air.  Cilley  followed  in  reply , 

Air.  Robertson  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
“not,”  in  Mr.  Howard's  amendment,  so  as  to  declare 
affirmatively  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  were 
entitled  to  their  seats. 

Air.  Tillinghast  then  spoke  at  length  in  support 
of  Alessrs.  Prentiss  and  Word,  and  against  returning 
the  election  to  the  people. 

Air.  Mason  of  Virginia  gave  his  reasons  at  length 
for  the  course  he  advocated  some  days  since,  for 
sending  the  election  back. 

Mr.  Menefee  replied  to  Mr.  Mason,  and  insisted 
that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  were  the  duly 
elected  members. 

Mr.  White  of  Indiana  was  in  favor  of  a reference 
of  the  case  back  to  the  people,  and  gave  the  rea- 
sons of  his  opinion  at  length. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  the  effect  of  his  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  negative  the  claims  of  all  the 
parties,  and  send  the  election  back. 

Mr.  White  moved  an  adjournment:  lost — ayes  80, 
noes  104. 

Mr.  Prentiss  replied  to  Alessrs.  Mason  and 
White,  and  argued  at  length  against  the  proposi- 
tion of  reference  to  the  people. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton, 

The  house  then  adjourned. 


Michigan.— Some  interesting  facts,  as  to  the  pro- 
gress of  agriculture  in  the  new  state  of  Alichigan, 
are  given  in  a late  number  of  the  Detroit  Free 
Press.  It  appears  that  an  account  of  the  wheat 
and  other  small  grain  produced  in  the  state  during 
the  past  year,  was  taken  by  authority,  along  with 
the  census  of  the  population  just  completed.  We 
learn  from  this  that  there  were  grown  in  Michigan 
last  year,  of  wheat,  in  round  numbers,  1,500,000 
bushels;  of  corn.  1,000,000  bushels;  and  of  oats, 
1,400,000  bushels.  The  population  is  stated  at 
178,398  souls. 

Ohio. — A report  and  resolution  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  now  in  session, 
solemnly  protesting,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Ohio,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 
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$3- Mr.  C.  W.  James,  of  Cincinnati,  O.  has 
been  duly  appointment  agent  for  the  “ Register” 
for  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  to  whom 
all  persons  indebted  for  subscription  since  Septem- 
ber 1336,  will  please  make  payment. 

fcf-The  next  number  of  the  “Register”  will 
contain  Mr.  Upright’s  recent  speech  on  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill,  and  we  will  hereafter  give  place  to  all  the 
leading  speeches  on  both  sides,  as  soon  as  room 
can  be  found  for  them. 

ftJ-We  intend  to  publish  the  entire  debate  on  Mr. 
Calhoun's  resolutions  for  record  and  reference,  and 
will  be  obliged  to  those  gentlemen  who  addressed 
the  senate  on  those  resolutions,  for  revised  copies 
of  their  remarks. 


appointments  by  the  president, 

J3ij  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Henry  A.  Muhlenberg , of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
Austria. 

John  Randolph  Clay,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  se- 
cretary of  legation. 

Enos  T.  Throop , of  New  York,  to  be  charge 
d’alFairs  ot  the  United  States  near  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

J.  Florentius  Cox  to  be  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  'in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 


New  Yore  Internal  Improvements. 

Canals  finished,  cost  $12,000,000 

Go. lessee  Valley  &,  Black  river  canals,  will 

cost  6,200,000 

Enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  say  at  least  15,000,000 
Loaned  to  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal 

company  800,000 

Loaned  (authorized)  to  New  York  and  Erie 

railroad  3.000.000 


So  much  has  been  expended  and  authori- 
zed to  be  expended  by  the  state.  In 
addition  to  which  are  die  following  pri- 
vate works  of  improvement,  viz: 
Delaware  and  Hudson  canal, 

. completed  2,420,000 

Railroads,  completed  5,065,000 

Private  canals,  commenced  1,550  000 

^ ’ 1 ' ’ ! . ' j.nrnejiced  1G  000,000 


$37,050  00t 


25,035,000 


Total  $62,035,000 

Add  railroads  authorized  31,064,000 


Grand  total  $93,109,000 

The  number  of  miles  of  canals  and  railroads  com- 
pleted, is  995 — miles  commenced  1134 — and  authori- 
zed, 1701 — showing  a total  of  4833  miles. — Albany 
Argus. 


New  senator  from  Mississippi.  The  opinions 
of  Mr.  Trotter  (elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Black,)  on  the 
currency  question,  are  explained  in  the  following 
letter  in  reply  to  a series  of  questions  addressed  to 
him  by  several  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration : 

Jackson,  (Mi.)  Jan.  20, 1S38. 

“Gentlemen: — Your  polite  favor  of  the  19th 
instant  tins  been  received,  and  I hasten  to  tins-vvci 
it.  I am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  of  the  several  questions  you 
nave  been  pleased  to  submit,  and  I take  much  plea- 
sure in  furnishing  you,  as  I shall  proceed  to  do,  an 
explicit  and  unequivocal  response  to  each  one  of 
the  series  of  your  inquiries  in  the  order  in  which 
they  have  been  propounded. 

1st.  You  have  inquired  of  me  whether  I am  in 
favor  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States  ? I 
answer,  I am  not. 

2d.  You  ask  me  if  I am  in  favor  of  a national 
bank  of  any  description  ? I answer,  lam,  not. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  congress  has  no  power 
to  create  a banking  corporation,  andthat  if  she  had, 
it  would  be  highly  injurious  and  inexpedient  to  do 
so.  To  the  third  inquiry  propounded  to  me,  l reply 
that  the  project  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency 
is,  in  my  opinion,  entirely  impracticable,  and  un- 
suited to  the  habits,  the  circumstances,  and  the 
Yol.  LIII — Sig.  24. 


commercial  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  it  is  opposed  to  the  credit  system, 
which,  under  propef  regulations,  and  by  a proper 
organization,  is  highly  conducive  to  our  genera!  in- 
terests and  welfare.  The  idea  of  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  is  nowhere  seriously  enter- 
tained. The  question  has  been  nowhere  made  be- 
tween credit  and  no  credit.  The  leading  inquiry  is 
how  credit  shall  be  organized  and  established  so  as 
to  subserve  the  purposes  of  a sound  currency  :>nd  of 
a uniform  medium  of  circulation  and  exchanges. — 
The  principle  on  which  we  should  act  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a well  regulated 
system  n f paper  cicUii  for  our  commericicd  transac- 
tions, with  gold  and  silver  forour  neighborhood  and 
domestic  exchanges.  In  relation  to  the  sub-treasu- 
ry scheme,  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct 
my  attention,  I will  simply  remark,  that  the  separa- 
tion now  existing  between  the  government  and  the 
banks  has  been  brought  about  by  the  operation  of 
law  on  the  actual  condition  of  the  banks  since  they 
have  refused  to  redeem  their  issues  and  liabilities, 
and  must  and  should  continue  until  these  causes 
shall  be  removed;  and  that  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  perpetuate  this 
separation,  and  to  provide  other  fiscal  agents  in  lieu 
of  the  deposite  banks,  must  depend  on  future  con- 
tingencies. In  the  present  posture  of  the  banks, 
and  the  actual  condition  of  our  currency,  I can  see 
no  objection  to  the  plan  of  the  president.  If  the 
contingency  shall  ever  arise  upon  which  the  public 
revenue  may  be  safely  deposited  with  the  banks,  the 
deposite  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  a special 
one,  not  subject  to  be  used  as  the  basis  of  banking 
by  the  institutions  employed. 

I am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  F.  TROTTER. 
To  Messrs.  Wm.  Davis,  and  others. 

The  sbrvice  in  Florida  Apprized,  as  we 
have  been,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  deadly  service 
in  Florida,  in  which  our  gallant  army  has  been, 
since  1835,  engaged,  we  were  not  a little  surprised 
to  learn  the  great  mortality  among  its  officers  and 
men.  Since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  not 
less  than  Jlfieeu  of  the  former,  viz:  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  major,  lour  captains,  nine  subalterns, 
and  one  assistant  surgeon,  have  fallen  where  they 
fought— in  the  hottest"of  the  fight,  by  the  rifles  of 
the  ferocious  Indian. 

To  the  above  number  must  be  added  fifteen  other 
officers,  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  unhealthi- 
ness  of  the  climate,  where  it  has  been  their  fate  to 
be  employed. 

Eleven  officers,  too,  have  received  wounds,  many 
of  whom  yet  bear  the  missiles  that  inflicted  them 
about  their  persons. 

A like  proportion  of  the  regular  rank  and  file 
have  likewise  been  killed  and  wounded;  but  the 
precise  number  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  learn  that  the 
militia  force,  at  different  times,  which  have  been 
mustered  into  the  service  .of  the  United  States,  for 
duty  in  Florida,  is  about  20,000  men,  of  which 
number  the  killed,  reported  thus  far,  is  four  officers 
and  twelve  men. — finny  If  Navy  Chron. 

General  post  office.  The  following  is  the 
estimate  of  the  postmaster  general  for  the  current 
year,  as  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 


For  Transportation  of  mails,  $3,400,000 

Compensation  of  postmasters,  935,000 

Ship,  steamboats,  and  way  letters,  31,000 

Wrappingpaper,  20,000 

Office  furniture,  6,000 

Advertising,  25,000 

Mailbags,  40,000 

Blanks,  36,000 

Mail  locks  and  keys  and  stamps,  9 000 

Mail  depredations  and  special  agents,  12,000 
Clerks  for  offices,  140,000 

Miscellaneous,  40,000 


$4,694,000 

Indians.  Aparty  of  Indians  from  the  Missouri 
river  arrived  in  this  city  on  Sunday  evening.  We 
understand  that  they  belong  to  the  bands  of  Sacs 
nd  Foxes,  delegations  from  which  ware  here  some 


months  since,  under  the  charge  of  major  Pilcher. 
They  have  come  without  the  permission  or  the 
authority  of  the  government,  and  contrary  to  the 
counsel  and  direction  of  its  officers  and  agents  at 
St.  Louis.  The  person  who  has  accompanied 
them  is  unknown  to  the  department,  and  of  course 
no  engagements  entered  into,  or  purchases  made, 
by  him,  will  be  recognised.  Our  citizens  will  see 
the  propriety  of  beinir  cautious  in  giving  credits  to 
anj  uf  me  party. — Globe. 

Virginia  colonization  society.  The  an- 
nual meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  Richmond 
the  10th  ult.  The  seventh  anniversary  was  cele- 
brated, and  the  following  resolutions  passed. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  removal  of  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  from  the  United  Statc-3  to  Africa,  with  their 
own  consent,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  se- 
curing their  ultimate  peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  considering  the  principle  of  African 
colonization  as  best  responding  to  the  demands  of  south- 
ern patriotism  and  benevolence,  and  affording  to  the 
temperate  wisdom  of  all  parties  and  every  section  a 
common  ground  of  resistance  against  the  mischievous 
and  reckless  enterprise  of  abolition,  we  regard  it  as  emi- 
nently entitled  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the 
people  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  this  society  has  heard  with  great  plea- 
sure of  the  successful  effort  of  the  legislature  and  citizens 
of  Maryland  to  plant  a colony  in  Africa,  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  board  of  managers  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  best  calculated 
to  promote  the  establishment  of  a new  colony  for  the  em- 
igrants from  this  state,  as  proposed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  continued  and  increasing  prosper- 
ity of  our  colonies  in  Liberia — illustrating,  as  it  does, 
the  free  and  generous  spirit  of  our  commonwealth,  and 
displaying  the  pure  and  philanthropic  genius  of  Christ- 
ianity— is  truly  gratifying  to  all  our  hearts. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Savannah,  Feb.  7.  By  the  arrival  ot  the  steamor 
oauiueu,  captain  iviiiis,  irom  tit.  Augustine,  we 
learn  that  a battle  was  fought  on  the  24th  ult.,  on 
the  Loche  Hatchee,  in  which  the  Indians  were  de- 
feated, though  with  the  loss  on  the  part  of  our 
troops  of  nine  killed  and  thirty  wounded. 

Gen.  Jesup  is  among  the  wounded,  having  re- 
ceived a severe  flesh  wound,  said  to  have  been  in 
the  face. 

Nothing  is  said  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  though 
supposed  to  have  been  great.  Many  cattle,  ponies, 
and  hogs,  with  other  property,  were  taken  by  our 
troops. 

A friend  has  furnished  the  following  list  of  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  action. 

Of  the  artillery — killed — one  corporal,  company 
A,  3d  artillery;  one  private,  company  H,  do. 

Wounded — one  sergeantandone  private  (severe- 
ly) company  D,  3d  artillery;  one  private  (severely) 
company  C,  do.;  two  privates  (one  severely,  one 
slightly)  company  H,  do. 

Of  the  2d  dragoons — wounded — 1 sergeant 
(slightly)  company  K. 

Of  the  battalion  Tennessee  volunteers — 5 were 
killed,  8 dangerously  wounded,  (2  since  dead)  and 
15  slightly  wounded. 

Total  killed— 7;  (died  of  wounds,  2)— 9;  wound- 
ed— 30. 

REPOE.T  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  LAKE  OKEE 
CHOBEE, 

On  the  25ti-i  December,  1837, 

With  a statement  in  detail  oj  ms  operations  in  Lhe 

field  from  the  19  th  December  to  the  4 th  January. 

Head  Quarters,  First  Brigade, 

Army  South  of  the  Witiilacoochee. 

Fort  Gardner , January  4,  1838. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  ultimo  I received  at  this  place 
a communication  from  major  general  Jesup,  in- 
forming me  that  all  hopes  of  bringing  the  war  to  a 
close  by  negotiation,  through  the  interference  or 
mediation  of  the  Cherokee  delegation,  were  at  an 
end,  Sam  Jones,  with  the  Mickasukies,  having 
determined  to  fight  it  out  to  the  last;  and  directing 
me  to  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  against 
any  portion  of  the  enemy  I might  hear  of  within 
striking  distance,  and  to  destroy  or  capture  him. 

After  leaving  two  officers  and  an  adequate  force 
for  the  protection  of  my  depot,  I marched  the  next 
morning  with  twelve  days’  rations,  (my  means  of 
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transportation  not  enabling  me  to  carry  more)  with 
the  balance  of  my  command,  consisting  of  captain 
Munroe’s  company  of  the  4th  artillery,  total  35 
men;  the  1st  infantry,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Davenport,  197  strong;  the  4th  in- 
fantry under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Foster,  274;  the  6th  infantry,  under  lieutenant 
colonel  Thompson,  221;  the  Missouri  volunteers, 
180;  Morgan’s  spies,  47;  Pioneers,  30;  Pontoneers, 
13;  and  70  Delaware  Indians;  making  a force,  ex- 
clusive of  officers,  of  1,032  men;  the  greater  part 
of  the  Shawnees  having  been  detached,  and  the 
balance  refusing  to  accompany  me,  under  the  pre- 
text that  a number  of  them  were  sick,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  without  moccasions. 

I moved  down  the  west  side  of  the  Kissimmee, 
in  a southeasterly  course,  towards  lake  Istopoga, 
for  the  following  reasons:  First,  because  I knew 
that  a portion  of  the  hostiles  were  to  be  found  in 
that  direction;  second,  if  general  Jesup  should  fall 
in  with  the  Mickasukies  and  drive  them,  they  might 
attempt  to  allude  him  by  crossing  the  Kissimmee 
from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula,  be- 
tween this  and  its  entrance  into  Okee  Chobee,  in 
which  case  I might  be  near  at  hand  to  intercept 
them;  third,  to  overawe  and  induce  such  of  the 
enemy  who  had  been  making  propositions  to  give 
themselves  up,  and  who  appeared  very  slow,  if  not 
to  hesitate,  in  complying  with  their  promises  on 
that  head,  to  surrender  at  once;  and  lastly,  I deemed 
it  advisable  to  erect  block-houses  and  a small  picket 
work  on  the  Kissimmee,  for  a third  depot,  some 
forty  or  fifty  miles  below  this,  and  obtain  a know- 
ledge of  the  intervening  country,  as  I had  no  guide 
who  could  be  relied  on,  and  by  this  means  open  a 
communication  with  colonel  Smith,  who  was  ope- 
rating up  the  Caloosehatchee,  or  Sanybel  river, 
under  my  orders. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  first  days  march,  I 
met  the  Indian  chief  Jumper,  with  his  family, 
and  a part  of  his  band,  consisting  of  fifteen  men,  a 
part  of  them  with  families,  and  a few  negroes — in 
all,  sixty-three  souls — on  his  way  to  give  himself 
up,  in  conformity  to  a previous  arrangement  I had 
entered  into  with  him.  They  were  conducted  by 
captain  Parks,  and  a few  Shawnees.  He  (Parks) 
is  an  active  and  intelligent  half-breed,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  friendly  Indians,  both  Shawnees  and 
Delawares,  <u.a  -~i — t had  employed  to  arrange 
and  bring  in  Jumper,  and  as  many  oi  ms  people  as 
he  could  prevail  on  to  come  in.  We  encamped 
that  night  near  the  same  spot;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, having  ordered  captain  Parks  to  join  me;  and 
take  command  of  the  Delawares,  and  having  des- 
patched Jumper  in  charge  of  some  Shawnees  to 
this  place,  and  so  on  to  fort  Frazer,  I continued 
my  march,  after  having  sent  forward  three  friendly 
Seminoles  to  gain  intelligence  as  to  the  position  of 
the  enemy. 

About  noon  on  the  same  day,  I sent  forward  one 
battalion  of  Gentry’s  regiment  under  command  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Price,  to  pick  up  any  stragglers 
that  might  fall  in  his  way;  to  encamp  two  or  three 
miles  in  advance  of  the  main  force;  to  act  with  great 
circumspection,  and  to  communicate  promptly  any 
occurrence  that  might  take  place  in  his  vicinity  im- 
portant for  me  to  know.  About  10  p.  m.  I received 
a note  from  the  colonel^ stating  that  the  three  Semi- 
noles sent  forward  in  the  morning  had  returned; 
that  they  had  been  at  or  where  Alligator  had  en- 
camped, 12  or  15  miles  in  his  advance;  that  he 
(Alligator)  had  left  there  with  a part  of  his  family 
four  days  before,  under  the  pretext  of  separating 
his  relations,  &c.  from  the  Mickasukies,  prepara- 
tory to  his  surrendering  with  them;  that  there  were 
several  families  remaining  at  the  camp  referred  to, 
who  wished  to  give  themselves  up,  and  would  re- 
main there  until  we  took  possession  of  them,  unless 
they  were  forcibly  carried  off  that  night  by  the  Mi- 
casukies,  who  were  encamped  at  no  srreat  distance 
from  them. 

In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  after  directing 
lieutenant  colonel  Davenport  to  follow  me  early 
in  the  morning  with  the  infantry,  a little  after  mid- 
night I put  myself  at  the  head  of  the  residue  of 
the  mounted  men,  joined  lieutenant  colonel  Price, 
proceeded  on,  crossing  Istopoga  outlet,  and  soon 
after  daylight  took  possession  of  the  encampment 
referred  to,  where  I found  the  inmates,  who  had 
not  been  disturbed.  They  consisted  of  an  old  man 
and  two  young  ones,  and  several  women  and  chil- 
dren, amounting  in  all  to  22  inviduals.  The  old 
man  informed  me  that  Alligator  was  very  anxious 
to  separate  his  people  from  the  Mickasukies,  who 
were  encamped  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Kissim- 
mee, distant  about  20  miles,  where  they  would 
fight  us.  I sent  him  to  Alligator,  to  say  to  him,  if 
he  was  sincere  in  his  professions,  to  meet  me  the 
next  day  at  the  Kissimmee,  where  the  trail  I was 
marching  on  crossed,  and  where  I should  halt. 
Assoon  as  the  infantry  came  up,  I moved  on  to 


the  place  designated,  which  I reached  late  that 
evening,  and  where  I encamped.  About  II  p.  m. 
the  old  Indian  returned,  bringing  a very  equivocal 
message  from  Alligator,  who,  he  stated,  he  had  met 
accidentally.  Also,  that  the  Mickasukies  were  still 
encamped  where  they  had  been  for  some  days,  and 
where  they  were  determined  to  fight  us. 

I determined  at  once  on  indulging  them  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Accordingly,  the  next  morning, 
after  laying  out  a small  stockade  w'ork  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a future  depot,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
move  with  the  greatest  celerity,  I deposited  the 
whole  of  my  heavy  baggage,  including  artillery, 
etc.  and  having  provisioned  the  command,  to  in- 
clude the  26th,  after  leaving  captain  Munroe  with 
his  company,  the  Pioneer,  Pontoneers,  with  85 
sick  and  disabled  infantry,  and  a portion  of  the 
friendly  Indians,  who  alleged  that  they  were  unable 
to  march  runner,  crossed  the  Kissimmee,  taking 
the  old  Indian  as  a guide  wdio  had  been  captured 
the  day  before,  and  who  accompanied  us  with  great 
apparent  reluctance  in  pareuit  of  the  enemy,  and 
early  the  next  day  reached  Alligator’s  encampment 
situated  on  the  edge  of  cabbage  tree  hammock, 
in  the  midst  of  a large  prairie;  from  the  appearance 
of  which,  and  other  encampments  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  many  evidences  of  slaughtered  cattle,  there 
must  have  been  several  hundred  individuals. 

At  another  small  hammock  at  no  great  distance 
from  Alligator’s  encampment,  and  surrounded  by  a 
swamp,  impassable  for  mounted  men,  the  spies 
surprised  an  encampment  containing  one  old  man, 
four  young  men,  and  some  women  and  children. 
One  of  the  party  immediately  raised  a white  flag, 
when  the  men  were  taken  possession  of  and  brought 
across  the  swamp  to  the  main  body.  I proceeded 
with  an  interpreter  to  meet  them.  They  proved  to 
be  Seminoles,  and  professed  to  be  friendly.  They 
stated  that  they  were  preparing  to  come  in;  they 
had  just  slaughtered  a number  of  cattle,  and  were 
employed  in  drying  and  jerking  the  same.  They 
also  informed  me  that  the  Mickasukies,  headed  by 
A-vi-a-ka,  (Sam  Jones,)  was  some  ten  or  twelve 
miles  distant,  encamped  in  a swamp,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  fight. 

Although  I placed  but  little  confidence  in  their 
professions  of  friendship,  or  their  intentions  of 
coming  in,  yet  I had  no  time  to  look  up  their  wo- 
men and  children,  who  had  fled  and  concealed  them- 
selves in  the  swamp,  or  to  have  encumbered  my- 
self with  them  in  the  situation  in  which  I then 
was. 


Accordingly,  I released  the  old  man,  who  pro- 
mised that  he  would  collect  all  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  take  them  in  to  captain  Munroe,  at  the 
the  Kissimmee,  the  next  day.  I also  dismissed  the 
old  man  who  had  acted  as  guide  thus  far,  supply- 
ing his  place  with  the  four  able  warriors  who  had 
been  captured  that  morning. 

These  arrangements  being  made,  I moved  under 
their  guidance  for  the  camp  of  the  Mickasukies. 
Between  2 and  3 p.  m.  we  reached  a very  dense  cy- 
press swamp,  through  which  we  were  compelled  to 
pass,  and  in  which  our  guides  informed  us  we  might 
be  attacked.  After  making  the  necessary  dispo- 
sitions for  battle,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was 
no  enemy  to  oppose  us.  The  army  crossed  over 
and  encamped  for  the  night,  it  being  late.  Darin" 
the  passage  of  the  rear,  captain  Parks,  who  was  in 
advance  with  a few  friendly  Indians,  fell  in  with 
two  of  the  enemy’s  spies,  between  two  or  three 
miles  of  our  camp — one  on  horseback,  the  other  on 
foot — and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  latter.  He 
was  an  active  young  warrior,  armed  with  an  excel- 
lent rifle,  fifty  balls  in  his  pouch,  and  an  adequate 
proportion  of  powder.  This  Indian  confirmed  the 
information  which  had  previously  been  received 
from  the  other  Indians,  and,  in  addition,  stated  that 
a large  body  of  the  Seminoles,  headed  by  John  Co- 
hua,  Co-a-coo-cheo,  and,  no  doubt,  Alllgatui,  with 
other  chiefs,  were  encamped  five  or  six  miles  from 
us,  near  the  Mickasukies,  with  a cypress  swamp 
and  dense  hammock  between  them  and  the  latter. 

The  army  moved  forward  at  daylight  the  next 
morning,  and,  after  marching  five  or  six  miles, 
reached  the  camp  of  the  Seminoles  on  the  borders 
of  another  cypress  swamp,  which  must  have  con- 
tained several  hundred,  and  bore  evident  traces  of 
having  been  abandoned  in  a great  hurry,  as  the  fires 
were  still  burning,  and  quantities  of  beef  lyin"  on 
the  ground  unconsumed. 

Here  the  troops  were  again  disposed  of  in  order 
of  battle,  but  we  found  no  enemy  to  oppose  us, 
and  the  command  was  crossed  over  about  11,  a.  in! 
when  we  entered  a large  prairie  in  our  front, on  which 
two  or  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  were  grazing, 
and  a number  of  Indian  ponies.  Here  another 
young  Indian  warrior  was  captured,  armed  and 
equipped  as  the  former.  He  pointed  out  a dense 
hammock  on  our  right,  about  a mile  distant,  in 


which  he  said  the  hostiles  were  situated  and  wait- 
ing to  give  us  battle. 

At  this  place  the  final  disposition  was  made  to  at- 
tack them,  which  was  in  two  lines;  the  volunteers 
under  Gentry,  and  Morgan’s  spies,  to  form  the  first 
line  in  extended  order,  who  were  instructed  to  en- 
ter the  hammock,  and,  in  the  event  of  being  attack- 
ed and  hard  pressed,  were  to  fall  back  in  rear  of 
the  regular  troops,  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy’s  fire; 
the  second  line  was  composed  of  the  fourth  and 
sixth  infantry,  who  were  instructed  to  sustain  the 
volunteers,  the  first  infantry  being  held  in  reserve. 

Moving  on  in  the  direction  of  the  hammock,  af- 
ter proceeding  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  we  reach- 
ed the  swamp  which  separated  us  from  the  enemy, 
three  quarters  of  a mile  in  breadth,  being  totally  im- 
passable for  horse  and  nearly  so  for  foot,  covered 
with  a thick  growth  of  saw-grass  five  feet  high, 
and  about  knee  deep  in  mud  and  water,  which  ex- 
tended to  the  left  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and 
to  the  right  to  a part  of  the  swamp  and  hammock 
we  had  just  crossed,  through  which  ran  a deep 

creek.  At  tile  edge  of  the  swamp  all  the  men 

were  dismounted,  and  the  horses  and  baggage  left 
under  a suitable  guard.  Captain  Allen  was  detach- 
ed with  the  two  companies  of  mounted  infantry  to 
examine  the  swamp  and  hammock  to  the  right;  and, 
in  case  he  should  not  find  the  enemy  in  that  direc- 
tion, was  to  return  to  the  baggage,  and,  in  the 
event  of  his  hearing  a heavy  firing,  was  immedi- 
ately to  join  me. 

After  making  these  arrangements,  I crossed  the 
swamp  in  the  order  stated.  On  reaching  the  bor- 
ders of  the  hammock,  the  volunteers  and  spies  re- 
ceived a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  re- 
turned by  them  for  a short  time,  when  their  gallant 
commander,  Colonel  Gentiy,  fell,  mortally  wound- 
ed. They  mostly  broke,  and  instead  of  forming  in 
the  rear  of  the  regulars,  as  had  been  directed,  they 
retired  across  the  swamp  to  their  baggage  and 
horses,  nor  could  they  be  again  brought  into  action 
as  a body,  although  efforts  were  made  repeatedly 
by  my  staff  to  induce  them  do  so. 

The  enemy,  however,  were  promptly  checked 
and  driven  back  by  the  fourth  and  sixth  infantry, 
which  in  truth  might  be  said  to  be  a moving  batte- 
ry. The  weight  of  the  enemy’s  fire  was  princi- 
pally concentrated  on  five  companies  of  the  sixth 
infantry,  which  not  only  stood  firm,  but  continued 

to  advance  until  thoir  gallant  oommandor,  lieUteD- 

ant  colonel  Thompson,  and  bis  adjutant,  lieutenant 
Center,  were  killed;  and  every  officer,  with  one 
exception,  as  well  as  most  of  the  non-commission- 
ed officers,  including  the  sergeant  major  and  four 
of  the  orderly  sergeants,  killed  and  wounded  of 
those  companies;  w’henthat  portion  of  the  regiment 
retired  to  a short  distance  and  were  again  formed, 
one  of  these  companies  having  but  four  members 
left  untouched. 

Lieut.  Col.  Foster,  with  six  companies,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  men,  gained  the 
hammock  in  good  order,  where  he  was  joined  by 
captain  Noel,  with  the  two  remaining  companies  of 
the  sixth  infantry,  and  captain  Gillam,  of  Gentry’s 
volunteers,  with  a few  additional  men,  and  contin- 
ued to  drive  the  enemy  for  a considerable  time,  and 
by  a change  offront, separated  his  line,  and  continued 
to  drive  him  until  he  reached  the  great  lake  Okee- 
chobee, whch  was  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion, and  on  which  their  encampment  extended  for 
more  than  a mile.  As  soon  as  I was  informed  that 
captain  Allen  was  advancing,  I ordered  the  first  in- 
fantry to  move  to  the  left,  gain  the  enemy’s  right 
flank  and  turn  it,  which  order  was  executed  in  the 
promptest  manner  possible  ; and  as  soon  as  that  re- 
giment got  in  position,  the  enemy  gave  one  fire  and 
retreated,  being  pursued  by  the  first,  fourth  and 
sixth,  and  some  of  the  volunteers  who  had  joined 
them,  until  near  night,  and  until  these  troops  were 
nearly  exhausted,  and  the  enemy  driven  in  all  di- 

ItfctiuiiS. 

The  action  was  a severe  one,  and  continued  from 
half  past  twelve  until  after  three,  p.  m.  a part  of  the 
time  very  close  and  severe.  We  suffered  much, 
having  twenty-six  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
twelve  wounded,  among  whom  are  some  of  our 
most  valuable  officers.  The  hostiles  probably  suf- 
fered, all  things  considerd,  equally  with  ourselves, 
they  having  left  ten  dead  on  the  ground,  besides, 
doubtless,  carryingoff  many  more,  as  is  customary 
with  them  when  practicable. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  were  completely  broken, 

I turned  my  attention  to  taking  care  of  the  wound- 
ed, to  facilitate  their  removal  to  my  baggage,  where 
I ordered  an  encampment  to  be  formed,  I directed 
captain  Taylor  to  cross  over  to  the  spot,  and  employ 
every  individual  whom  he  might  find  there  in  con- 
structing a small  footway  across  the  swamp ; this, 
with  great  exertions  was  completed  in  a short  time 
after  dark,  when  all  the  dead  and  wounded  were 
carried  over  in  litters,  made  for  that  purpose,  with 
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one  exception,  a private  of  the  fourth  infantry,  who 
was  killed  and  could  not  be  found. 

And  here,  I trust,  I may  be  permitted  to  say  that 
I experienced  one  of  the  most  trying  scenes  of  my 
life,  and  he  who  could  have  looked  on  it  with  indif- 
ference, his  nerves  must  have  been  very  differently 
organized  from  my  own;  besides  the  killed,  there 
lay  one  hundred  and  twelve  wounded  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  had  accompanied  me  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  miles,  most  of  the  way  through  an 
unexplored  wilderness,  without  guides,  who  had  so 
gallantly  beat  the  enemy,  under  my  orders,  in  his 
strongest  position,  and  who  had  to  be  conveyed 
back  through  swamps  and  hammocks,  from  whence 
we  sat  out,  without  any  apparent  means  of  doing 
so.  This  service,  however,  was  encountered  and 
overcome,  and  they  have  been  conveyed  thus  far, 
and  proceeded  on  to  Tampa  Bay,  on  rude  litters, 
constructed  with  the  nve  nnd  knife  alone,  with  poles 
and  dry  hides — the  latter  being  found  in  great 
abundance  at  the  encampment  of  the  hostiles.  The 
litters  were  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  our  weak 
and  tottering  horses,  aided  by  the  residue  of  the 
command,  with  more  ease  and  comfort  to  the  suf- 
ferers than  I could  have  supposed  ; and  with  as 
much  as  they  could  have  been  in  ambulances  of 
the  most  improved  and  modern  construction. 

The  day  after  the  battle  we  remained  at  our  en- 
campment, occupied  in  taking  care  of  the  wound- 
ed, and  in  the  sad  office  of  interring  the  dead;  also, 
in  preparing  litters  for  the  removal  of  the  wound- 
ed, and  collecting  with  a portion  of  the  mounted 
men,  the  horses  and  cattle  in  the  vicinity  belonging 
to  the  enemy  ; of  wffiich  we  found  about  one  hun- 
dred of  the  former,  many  of  them  saddled,  and 
nearly  three  hundred  of  the  latter. 

We  left  our  encampment  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  for  the  Kissimmee,  where  I had  left  my  hea- 
vy baggage,  which  place  we  reached  about  noon  on 
the  28th,  after  leaving  two  companies  and  a few 
Indians  to  garrison  the  stockade,  which  I found 
nearly  completed  on  my  return,  by  that  active  and 
vigilant  officer,  captain  Munroe,  fourth  artillery.  I 
left  there  the  next  morning  for  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  31st,  and  sent  forward  the  wounded 
next  day  to  Tampa  Bay,  with  the  fourth  and  sixth 
infantry,  the  former  to  halt  at  fort  Fraser,  remain- 
ing here  myself  with  the  first,  in  order  to  make  pre- 
parations to  take  the  field  again  as  soon  as  my 
horses  can  be  recruited,  most  of  which  have  been 
sent  to  Tampa,  and  my  supplies  in  a sufficient  state 
of  forwardness  to  justify  the  measure. 

In  speaking  of  the  command,  I can  only  say, 
that  so  far  as  the  regular  troops  are  concerned,  no 
one  could  have  been  more  efficiently  sustained  than 
I have  been  from  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign ; and  I am  certain  that  they  will  always 
be  willing  and  ready  to  discharge  any  duty  that 
may  be  assigned  them. 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Davenport,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  first  infantry,  I feel  under  ma- 
ny obligations  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have, 
on  all  occasions,  discharged  their  duty;  and  al- 
though held  in  reserve  and  not  brought  into  battle 
until  near  its  close,  it  evinced  by  its  eagerness  to 
engage,  and  the  promptness  and  good  order  with 
which  they  entered  the  hammock,  when  the  order 
was  given  for  them  to  do  so,  is  the  best  evidence 
that  they  would  have  sustained  their  own  charac- 
ters, as  well  as  that  of  the  regiment,  had  it  been 
their  fortune  to  have  been  placed  in  the  hottest  of 
the  battle. 

The  fourth  infantry,  under  their  gallant  leader, 
lieutenant  colonel  Foster,  w7as  among  the  first  to 
gain  the  hammock,  and  maintained  this  position, 
as  well  as  driving  a portion  of  the  enemy  before 
him,  until  he  arrived  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Okee 
Chobse,  which  was  in  the  rear,  and  continued  the 
pursuit  until  near  night.  Lieutenant  colonel  Fos- 
ter, who  was  favorably  noticed  for  his  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  nearly  all  the  engagements  on 
the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  by  his  several  commanders,  as  well  as  in 
the  different  engagements  with  the  Indians  in  this 
territory,  never  acted  a more  conspicuous  part 
than  in  the  action  of  the  25th  ult.;  he  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  conduct  of  brevet  major  Gra- 
ham, his  second  in  command,  as  also  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  fourth  infantry,  who  were  enga- 
ged in  the  action.  Captain  Allen,  with  his  two 
mounted  companies  of  the  fourth  infantry,  sustain- 
ed his  usual  character  for  promptness  and  efficien- 
cy. Lieutenant  Hooper,  of  the  fourth  regiment, 
was  wounded  through  the  arm,  but  continued  on 
the  field,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  battle. 

I am  not  sufficiently  master  of  words  to  express 
my  admiration  of  the  gallantry  and  steadiness  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  sixth  regiment  of 
infantry.  It  was  their  fortune  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
the  battle.  The  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 


which  accompanies  this,  is  more  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  their  merits  than  any  thing  I can  say 
After  five  companies  of  this  regiment,  against 
which  the  enemy  directed  the  most  deadly  fire,  was 
nearly  cut  up,  there  being  only  four  men  left  unin- 
jured in  one  of  them  ; and  every  officer  and  orderly 
sergeant  of  those  companies,  with  one  exception, 
were  either  killed  or  wounded,  captain  Noel,  with 
the  remaining  two  companies,  his  own  company, 
“ K.”  and  Crossman’s  “B,”  commanded  by  second 
lieutenant  Woods,  which  was  the  left  of  the  regi- 
ment, formed  on  the  right  of  the  fourth  infantry, 
entered  the  hammock  with  that  regiment  and  con- 
tinued the  fight  and  the  pursuit  until  its  termina- 
tion. It  is  due  to  captain  Andrews  and  lieuten- 
ant Walker,  to  say,  they  commanded  two  of  the 
five  companies  mentioned  above,  and  they  contin- 
ued to  direct  them  until  they  were  both  severely 
wounded  and  carrried  from  tho  field  , the  latter  re- 
ceived three  separate  balls. 

The  Missouri  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Gentry,  and  Morgan’s  spies,  who  formed 
the  first  line,  and,  of  course,  were  the  firstengaged, 
acted  as  well,  or  even  better,  than  troops  of  that 
description  generally  do;  they  received  and  return- 
ed the  enemy’s  fire,  with  spirit,  for  some  time,  when 
they  broke  and  retired,  with  the  exception  of  capt. 
Gillam  and  a few  of  his  company,  and  lieutenant 
Blakey,  also  with  a few  men,  who  joined  the  regu- 
lars, and  acted  with  them,  until  after  the  close  of 
the  battle,  butnot  until  they  had  suffered  severly; 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  volunteers,  colonel 
Gentry,  being  mortally  wounded  while  leading  on 
his  men,  and  encouraging  them  to  enter  the  ham- 
mock, and  come  to  close  quarters  with  the  enemy; 
his  son,  an  interesting  youth,  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  of  age,  sergeant  major  of  the  regiment,  was 
severely  wounded  at  the  same  moment. 

Captain  Childs,  lieutenants  Rogers  and  Flana- 
gan, of  Gentry’s  regiment,  acting  major  Sconce, 
andlieutenantsHa.se  and  Gordon,  of  the  spies,  were 
wounded  while  encouraging  their  men  to  a dis- 
charge of  their  duty. 

The  volunteers  and  spies  having,  as  before  stated, 
fallen  back  to  the  baggage,  couid  not  again  be 
formed  and  brought  up  to  the  hammock  in  any  thing 
like  order;  but  a number  of  them  crossed  over  indi- 
vidually, and  aided  in  conveying  the  wounded 
across  the  swamp  to  the  hammock,  among  whom 

were  captain  Curd,  and  Box^oralothorofflcoro,  whooo 

names  I do  not  now  recollect. 

To  my  personal  staff,  consistingoffirst  lieutenant 
J.  M.  Hill,  of  the  second,  and  first  lieutenant  Geo. 
H.  Griffin,  of  the  sixth  infantry,  the  latter  aid-de- 
camp  to  major  general  Gaines,  and  a volunteer  in 
Florida  from  his  staff,  I feel  underthe  greatest  obli- 
gations for  the  promptness  and  efficiency  with 
which  they  have  sustained  me  throughout  the  cam- 
paign, and  more  particularly  for  their  good  conduct, 
and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  aided  me  and  con- 
veyed my  orders  during  the  action  of  the  25th  ult. 

Captain  Taylor,  commissary  of  subsistence,  who 
was  ordered  to  join  general  Jesup  at  Tampa  Bay, 
as  chief  of  the  subsistence  department,  and  who  was 
ordered  by  him  to  remain  with  his  column  until 
he,  general  Jesup,  joined  it,  although  no  com- 
mand was  assigned  captain  Taylor,  he  greatly  ex- 
erted himself  in  trying  to  rally  and  bring  back  the 
volunteers  into  action,  as  well  as  discharging  other 
important  duties  which  were  assigned  to  him  dur- 
ing the  action. 

Myself,  as  well  as  all  who  witnessed  the  atten- 
tion and  ability  displayed  by  surgeon  Satterlee, 
medical  director  on  this  side  the  peninsula,  assisted 
by  assistant  surgeon  McLaren  and  Simpson,  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army,  and  Drs.  Hannah  and 
Cooke,  of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  in  ministering 
to  the  wounded,  as  well  as  their  uniform  kindness 
to  them  on  all  occasions,  can  never  cease  to  be  re- 
ferred to  by  me  but  with  the  most  pleasing  and 
grateful  recollections. 

The  quartermaster’s  department,  under  the  di- 
rection of  that  efficient  officer,  major  Brant,  and  his 
assistant,  lieutenant  Babbitt,  have  done  every  thing 
that  could  be  accomplished  to  throw  forward  from 
Tampa  Bay,  and  keep  up  supplies  of  provisious, 
forage,  etc.,  with  the  limited  means  at  their  dispo- 
sal. Assistant  aommissaries  lieutenants  Harrison, 
stationed  at  fort  Gardner,  and  McClure,  at  fort 
Fraser,  have  fully  met  my  expectations  in  dis- 
charge of  the  various  duties  connected  with  their 
department,  as  well  as  those  assigned  them  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department. 

This  column,  in  six  weeks,  penetrated  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  into  the  enemy’s  country, 
opened  roads,  and  constructed  bridges  and  cause 
ways,  when  necessary,  on  the  greater  portion  of  the 
route,  established  two  depots,  and  the  necessary  de- 
fences for  the  same,  and  finally  overtook  and  beat 
the  enemy  in  his  strongest  position.  The  results 
of  which  movement  ana  battle  have  been  the  cap- 


ture of  thirty  of  the  hostiles,  the  coming  in,  and 
surrendering  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians  and  negroes,  mostly  the  former,  including 
the  chiefs  Ou-la-too-chee,  Tus-ta-nug-gee,  and 
other  principal  men,  the  capturing  and  driving  out 
of  the  country  six  hundred  head  of  cattle,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  bead  of  horses,  besides  obtaining  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  through  which 
we  operated,  a greater  portion  of  which  was  en- 
tirely unknown,  except  to  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Gentry  died  in  a few  hours  after  the 
battle,  much  regretted  by  the  army,  and  will  be, 
doubtless,  by  all  who  knew  him,  as  his  state  did  not 
contain  a braver  man  ora  better  citizen. 

It  is  due  to  bis  rank  and  talents,  as  well  as  to  his 
longand  important  services,  that  I particularly  men- 
tion lieutenant  colonel  A.  R.  Thompson,  of  the  0th 
infantry,  who  fall,  in  tho  discharge  of  his  duty  at 
fne  bead  of  his  regiment.  He  was  in  feeble  health, 
brought  on  by  exposure  to  this  climate  during  the 
past  summer,  refusing  to  leave  the  country  while 
his  regiment  continued  in  it.  Although  he  received 
two  balls  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  early  in  the 
action,  which  wounded  him  severely,  yet  he  ap 
peared  to  disregard  them,  and  continued  to  give  his 
orders  with  the  same  coolness  that  he  would  have 
done  had  his  regiment  been  underreview,  or  on  any 
parade  duty.  Advancing,  he  received  a third  ball 
which  at  once  deprived  him  of  life;  his  last  words 
were  “keep  steady,  men,  charge  the  hammock— re- 
member the  regiment  to  which  you  belong.”  I had 
known  colonel  Thompson  personally  only  for  a 
short  time,  and  the  more  I knew  of  him  the  more  I 
wished  to  know;  and  had  his  life  been  spared,  our 
acquaintance,  no  doubt,  would  have  ripened  into 
the  closest  friendship.  Under  such  circumstances 
there  are  few,  if  any,  other  than  his  bereaved  wife, 
mother,  and  sisters,  who  more  deeply  anti  sincerely 
lament  his  loss,  or  who  will  longer  cherish  his  mem- 
ory, than  myself. 

Captain  Van  Swearingen,  lieutenant  Brooke,  and 

lieutenant  and  adjutant  Center,  of  the  same  re°u- 
ment,  who  fell  on  that  day,  had  no  superiors  of  their 
years  in  service,  and,  in  point  of  chivalry,  ranked 
among  the  first  in  the  army  or  nation;  besides  their 
pure  and  disinterested  courage,  they  possessed  other 
qualifications,  which  qualified  them  to  fill  the  high- 
est grades  of  their  profession,  which,  no  doubt, 
they  would  have  attained  and  adorned  had  their 
livea  h.on  «f The  two  runner  served  with  me 
on  another  arduous  and  trying  campaign,  and  on 
every  occasion,  whether  in  the  camp,  on  the  march, 
or  on  the  field  of  battle,  discharged  their  various  du- 
ties to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

With  greatest  respect, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obed’t  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR,  col.  com’g. 

To  brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adjutantgen.  U.  S.  armv, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

We  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  colonel  Tay- 
lor’s brigade,  in  the  late  action  with  the  Indians, 
on  the  25th  of  December,  near  lake  Okeechobee  in 
Florida,  w'hich  exhibits  the  loss  sustained  by  each 
regiment  and  corps  in  the  conflict. 


KILLED. 

WOUND- 

ED. 

REGIMENTS  AND 
CORPS. 

COMMANDED 

BY 

offi. 

men. 

% 

i 

Regulars. 
First  infantry  - 

Lt.  col.  Daven- 

Fourth  infantry 
Sixth  infantry  - 

port  - 

. 

. 

4 

Lt.  col.  Foster 
Lt.  col.  Thomp- 

- 

3 

i 

18 

Mounted  [fourth 
infantry 

son 

Capt.  G.  W.  Al- 

4 

16 

2 

53 

Volunteers. 
Missouri  volun- 

len 

“ 

1 

teers 

Col.  Gentry  - 

i 

1 

3 

22 

Spies 

Indians  - 

Lt.  col.  Morgan 
Capt.  Parks  - 

2 

3 

4 

Total  - 

5 

22 

9 

102 

Note. — The  names  of  the  officers  killed  and 
wounded  have  heretofore  been  published. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  packet  ship  Silvie  de  Grasse,  at  New  York, 
brings  Paris  papers  to  the  1st  January.  She  sailed 
from  Havre  on  the  2d,  and  had  to  nut  into  Torbay 
(England)  whence  she  sailed  on  the  5th  January. 
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The  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser  have  re- 
ceived a London  paper  of  the  4th. 

The  Liverpool  cotton  market  had,  owing  to  the 
heavy  supply  thrown  in  during  the  last  fortnight  oi 
the  year,  receded  a little. 

GREAT  BRITAIN — -THE  CANADAS. 

The  affairs  of  Canada  were  the  principal  subject 
of  comment  in  the  London  papers. 

It  was  stated  in  the  standard  of  Dec.  28th  that 
the  brig  Inconstant  of  36  guns  wayordered  without 
delay  to  the  north  coast  of  Spain;  and  the  rumor  was 
that  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  take  on 
board  the  battalion  of  marines,  stationed  at  Pas- 
sages, and  convey  them  to  Lower  Canada,  via 
Halifax.  The  brig  had  taken  on  board  at  Ports- 
mouth 1000  muskets  and  a large  quantity  of  mili- 
tary stores. 

The  same  paper  states  that  the  Hastings  was  or- 
dered to  Portsmouth,  there  to  take  on  board  troopa 
for  Canada.  The  93d  highlanders  was  ordered  to 
Nova  Scotia,  and  it  was  reported  that  the  23d  rifle- 
men and  the  71st  light  infantry  were  ordered  to 
Canada.  The  65th,  stationed  at  Barbadoes,  was 
ordered  to  Canada  to  be  replaced  by  the  69th  from 
Demarara. 

Sir  John  Colborne’s  despatches  were  received  in 
London  on  the  2Sth  of  December,  with  the  presi- 
dent’s message. 

The  leading  English  journals  are  full  of  discus- 
sions upon  the  president’s  message,  the  N.  E.  boun- 
dary of  Maine,  and  the  affairs  of  Canada.  The 
Times  uses  Canada,  and  what  it  calls  the  high  tone 
of  the  message  upon  our  foreign  relations,  to  sound 
the  alarm  against  the  rising  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  attack  lord  Palmerston,  the  British 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  whom  it  insinuates  that 
the  Americans  look  upon  with  contempt.  We  re- 
gret to  see  that  the  tories  in  England  are  disposed 
to  use  both  Canada,  and  the  dispute  about  the 
boundary,  as  mere  party  topics  to  oust  the  whig 
ministry. 

The  officers  of  the  British  Spanish  legion  have 
volunteered  their  services  to  go  to  Canada.  The 
Westminster  reform  society  was  making  an  effort  to 
avert  the  horrors  of  civil  war  in  Canada.  The 
members  of  the  British  West  Indian  association, 
who  have  embarked  capital  in  Canada,  required  an 
extirpation  of  the  French  laws,  and  the  French 
language,  the  substitution  of  the  English,  and  the 
union  of  tho  twn  provinces. 

The  Times  pretends  to  be  seriously  alarmed  by  tne 
friendship  of  the  United  States  for  France, — by  the 
proposed  increase  of  our  army,  and  our  fortifica- 
tions,— by  the  favor  the  Russian  autocrat  has 
shown  our  colonies,  by  our  treaties  with  Siam  and 
Muscat,  &c.  One  paragraph,  however,  in  the 
Times,  lets  us  into  the  secret  of  their  alarms. 
“When  we  see  a functionary  (lord  Palmerston) 
thus  artfully  and  systematically  surrendering  up  the 
rights  of  his  country  to  every  otherlpower — when  we 
find  him  in  his  relations  towards  Russia  and  France, 
the  ready  accomplice  in  acts  of  aggression,  per- 
fidy, and  injustice,  wherever  foreign  interests  are 
to  be  preferred  to  those  of  his  sovereign,  we  are  at 
no  loss  to  understand  either  the  arrogant  and  in- 
sulting tone  of  Russia,  France,  Holland,  Portugal, 
and  Greece,  or  the  pompous  display  of  maritime 
ambition  and  aggressive  views  with  which  tile  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  awakens  the  martial 
aspirations  of  the  national  enthusiasm  of  his  fellow 
citizens.” 

The  Courier  (Ministerial)  says:  “We  under- 
stand that  an  additional  major-general  will  be  sent 
out  to  Canada,  as  the  civil  government  will,  for 
some  time  at  least.be  entrusted  to  sir  John  Col  - 
borne,  as  well  as  the  command  of  the  forces,  and 
we  have  heard  the  name  of  sir  W.  Macbean  men- 
tioned as  destined  to  receive  this  at  present  very 
important  appointment.” 

The  packet  ship  Toronto  had  arrived  at  London. 

There  was  a great  fire  in  London  on  the  28th  of 
December,  on  Davis  quay,  opposite  the  towpr. — 
The  warehouses  on  this  quay  contained  three  thou- 
sand barrels  of  turpentine,  with  great  quantities  of 
oil  and  other  inflammable  materials,  and  three  brigs 
lying  alongside  were  also  loaded  with  similar  arti- 
cles. All  were  destroyed.  The  fire  raged  from 
half  paat  6 in  the  morning,  until  1 p.  m.  5,000 
barrels  of  turpentine  and  800  tons  of  oil  were  con- 
sumed, besides  three  brigs  and  a warehouse  full  of 
grain.  The  oil  alone  was  worth  $200,000.  The 
whole  lost  estimated  at  £120,000  or  $600,000. 

London,  Jan.  2. — A detachment  of  the  royal 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Young,  em- 
barked on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign.  Lieut. 
Brady,  agent,  yesterday,  at  Woolwich,  for  St.  Se- 
bastian; 500  barrels  of  gunpowder  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war  were  also  put  on  board  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  fortress.  Orders  have  also  been  re- 
ceived for  four  companies  of  artillery  to  hold  them- 


selves in  readiness  to  embark  for  Canada  via  New 
York. 

Two  troops  of  horse  artillery1'  are  ordered  to  Ire- 
land, one  of  which  will  relieve  the  Rocket  tioops 
stationed  there,  which  will  proceed  to  Canada.  In 
addition  to  the  above  troops,  a brigade  of  guards, 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  six  regiments  of  the  line, 
and  two  battalions  of  the  rifle  brigade,  are  under 
orders  for  the  same  destination.  These  troops  are 
to  be  augmented  by  two  regiments  of  the  line  from 
the. Mediterranean.  Great  activity  among  the  mili- 
tary is  observable  in  the  garrison. 

London,  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  2. — It  is  under- 
stood, that  in  addition  to  the  troops  we  yesterday 
mentioned  as  being  destined  for  Canada,  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  grenadier  guards,  and  the  same  number 
of  the  Coldstream,  received  orders  yesterday  morn- 
ing to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  for 
the  same  place,  it  is  supposed  in  the  course  of  the 

"weeii. 

Canada.  —The  intelligence  wiiicii  reached  Lon- 
don yesterday  from  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
the  most  important  particulars  of  which  we  hasten- 
ed to  lay  before  the  public  in  a second  edition,  is 
of  a mingled  character — partaking  in  pretty  equal 
proportions  of  the  gloomy  and  the  cheering  in  re- 
lation to  the  actual  position  of  affairs,  and  present- 
ing us  alternately  with  sinister  and  with  auspicious 
omens  of  the  future. 

Perhaps  the  most  formidable  source  of  danger 
brought  into  view  by  the  advices  of  yesterday,  is  the 
disposition  manifested  by  a part  of  the  people,  if 
not  also  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to 
make  a common  cause  with  the  Canadian  insurgents. 
Should  this  disposition  prevail  to  any  considerable 
extent  in  the  American  union,  it  is  clear  that  the 
struggle  in  which  Great  Britain  is  involved  by  the 
imbecility  or  treachery  of  her  rulers  is  a struggle 
from  which  there  is  no  possibility  of  honorable  re- 
treat, and  which  can  only  be  successfully  maintain- 
ed by  the  prompt,  unsparing,  and  energetic  employ- 
ment of  the  utmost  powers  and  resources  of  the 
state. 

FRANCE. 

The  Journal  dcs  Dcbats  of  Dec.  31st  contained  a 
paragraph,  of  which  (lie  following  is  a translation: 

“A  courier  arrived  from  Berlin  has  brought  an 
autograph  letter  from  the  king  of  Prussia  to  his 
majesty  Louis  Phillippe,  in  which  his  Prussian 
majesty  says  that  he  agrees  perfectly  with  the  king 
of  the  French  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Belgium, 
and  that  he  relies  upon  the  wisdom  of  king  Louis 
Phillippe  to  arrange  the  difference  that  exits  be- 
tween Belgium  and  Holland.  The  minister  of  war 
was  immediately  summoned  (o  his  majesty,  and 
alter  a brief  conference,  couriers  were  despatched 
with  counter  orders  to  those  issued  in  the  morning.” 

Nothing  of  interest  had  yet  taken  place  in  the 
chambers.  The  committee  on  the  address  in  an- 
swer to  the  king’s  speech  had  not  been  appointed. 

The  Temps  says  that  an  army  of  observation, 
30,000  strong,  is  to  be  posted  on  the  northern  and 
eastern  frontier  of  France.  The  head  quarters  to 
be  established  at  Metz.  The  army  was  to  be  pro- 
vided with  100  pieces  ol  cannon.  It  was  rumored 
that  the  Duke  ot  Orleans  would  have  the  command. 

The  president’s  message  was  published  in  the 
Paris  journal  of  December  20. 

The  price  of  bread  in  Paris  on  the  1st  of  January, 
was  13  sous  the  loaf  of  4 pounds. 

The  bank  of  France  has  issued  a notice  that, 
from  January  2,  it  will  give  bills  payable  at  sight, 
to  order,  and,  consequently,  negotiable  bv  endorse- 
ment, for  any  sum  from  500  fr.  to  20,000  fr.  The 
demand  made  by  travellers  for  negotiable  paper  on 
Paris,  and  the  facilitating  of  the  circulation  of 
money  between  different  commercial  places,  have 
induced  the  bank  to  adopt  this  measure. 

Extract  from  Galignani,  dated  Paris,  Dec.  26//;. 

The  rich  American  banking  house  of  Messrs. 
Welles,  & co.,  in  this  capita],  on  occasion  of  the 
late  commercial  crisis,  received  eosistancc  Hum  the 
bank  of  France,  on  the  guaratees  ofMessrs.  Welles, 
and  also  of  some  great  capitalists  at  Paris,  Lyons, 
and  Marseilles,  to  the  amount  of  3,200,000  francs. 
Tile  sum  offered  to  be  lent  by  the  bank  of  France 
was  4,200,000f;  hut  of  this  Messrs.  Welles  availed 
themselves  only  to  the  amount  of  2,375,000  francs, 
and  on  the  24th  inst.  they  repaid  the  whole  of  this 
sum  to  the  hank,  and  (bus  effected  the  last  vestige 
of  the  temporary  shock  sustained  by  their  house.° 

On  occasion  of  this  count  d’Argout,  governor  of 
the  bank  of  France,  has  written  to  the  persons  who 
were  guarantees  for  Messrs.  Welles,  to  inform  them 
that  the  obligations  which  they  had  thus  contracted 
were  terminated,  and  that  they  were  entirely  freed 
from  their  honorable  co-operation  in  an  act  as  use- 
ful to  commerce,  in  general,  as  to  a house  which 
has  so  well  justified,  by  its  good  faith  and  readiness 
in  paying,  the  confidence  of  which  it  has  been  the 
object. 


Count  d’Argout  has  also  written  to  the  house  m 
question,  to  say  that  the  council  general  of  the  bank 
was  desirous  of  giving  a striking  testimony  to  the 
good  faith  of  Mr.  Welles,  and  to  the  extreme 
promptitude  which  he  had  employed  in  discharging 
his  obligations  to  the  bank  long  before  the  time  of 
the  engagements  which  he  had  contracted  falling 
due. 

BELGIUM. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  had  declared  in  the 
chamber,  on  being  pressed  lor  inlormatioa  as  toihe 
state  and  probabilities  of  the  timber  affair  with  Hol- 
land, that  the  aspect  was  decidedly  favorable,  arid 
that  an  amicable  adjustment  wa's  highly  probable. 

The  prince  of  Hesse  Hamburg,  who  commanded 
the  fortress  of  Luxemburg,  had  written  to  the  Bel- 
gian general  that  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Germaine  Diet,  and  that  until  the  decision  of  that . 
body  should  he  received,  things  would  remain  in 
statu- quo. 

rnucoiA, 

The  affair  of  the  arclibisho]fof  Cologne  was  still 
a subject  of  excitement.  The  pope  had  addressed 
a species  of  manifesto  to  all  the  foreign  ministeis 
accredited  at  Rome,  declaring  his  sorrow  on  account 
of  this  measure,  and  informing  them  that  he  liacl 
cdhvoked  the  college  of  cardinals,  in  secret  consist- 
ory, to  advise  with  them  on  the  matter,  and  to  pro- 
test, against  an  act  thus  militating  against  the  ec- 
clesiastical authority,  the  pontifical  supremacy,  and 
the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  catholic  church. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  advices  from  Lisbon  were  to  the  21st  of  De- 
cember. All  was  quiet  there,  and  generally  through- 
out the  kingdom.  The  municipal  elections,  after 
an  active  contest,  had  resulted  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitutionalists of  1S20.  The  ministry  were  engaged 
upon  financial  projects  to  raise  money.  There  were 
some  disturbances  in  the  north  from  roving  parties 
of  marauders — the  remains  of  the  forces  recently 
assembled  in  the  attempt  at  insurrection — but  they 
were  not  of  much  consequence. 

HANOVER. 

The  opposition  to  the  despotic  project  of  king 
Ernest  seems  to  have  gone  on  increasing.  The 
Gazette  de  Leipsic  of  December  10th,  states  that  on 
the  preceding  day  the  advocates  of  that  city  were 
required  to  sign  the  declaration  of  fealty,  hut  that 
the  principal  of  them  refused. 

At  Osnaburg  there  had  been  commotions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  arrest  of  one  of  the  burgomasters, 
who  lefused  to  administer  the  nalh  of  fealty.  The 
populace  attempted  to  rescue  him,  but  the  military 
put  them  down. 

The  burgomasters  of  Stade  had  unanimously 
protested  against  the  King’s  manifesto. 

SPAIN. 

The  Commerce  contains  the  following  paragraph 

“The  Gazette  Universelle  de  Leipsic  of  the  25th 
December,  speaks  of  a new  treaty  which  has  been 
signed  by  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of  quadruplefalli- 
ance,  in  consequence  of  which  all  the  troops  who 
may  be  sent  into  Spain  will  carry  the  flag  of  their 
respective  nations. 

Accounts  of  the  25th  ult.  from  Madrid  announce 
positively  that,  with  the  exception  of  Espartero, 
who  retains  the  war  department  the  entire  of  the 
cabinet  will  be  renewed.  Count  Toreno  and  M. 
Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  it  is  said,  are  to  form  part  of 
the  new  combination,  and  Cordova  is  to  be  named 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  north  and 
viceroy  of  Navarre.  Alaix  is  to  replace  the  Baron 
de  Meer,  in  Catalonia,  and  the  latter  is  to  have  the 
government  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Letters  of  the  2Sth  ult.  from  Bayonne,  confirm 
the  intelligence  previously  announced,  that  Don 
Carlos  established  himself  on  the  24th  at  Ordnna. 
The  news  of  the  march  of  a Carlist  expedition  under 
Garcia  is  not  corroborated.  The  sum  of  125,000 
francs  (£15,000)  promised  by  the  Spanish  min- 
istry for  the  payment  of  an  instalment  on  the  amount 
Hue  to  the  Ttritieh  auxilary  legion,  was  expected  at 

Bayonne.  Three  steamers  were  to  take  on  board 
the  remnant  of  the  legion  at  St.  Sebastian. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

February  5.  The  vice  president  presented  from 
the  treasury  department  a list  (of  all  imported  arti- 
cles on  which  duties  have  been  paid,  with  the  amount 
of  duties  on  each;  and  of  all  articles  imported  free 
of  duty  for  the  year  1837,  in  pursuance  of  a senate 
resolution  of  the  19th  ult. 

Also,  a statement  of  t he  contracts  of  the  depart- 
ment for  1837.  Severally  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  resolutions  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  their  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  congress  to  vote  for  and 
use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a 
law  of  the  United  States  authorizing  the  construe- 
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tion  of  a McAdamized  road  from  the  national  road, 
at  some  suitable  point  west  of  the  western  base  of 
the  Laurel  Hill,  by  way  of  the  United  States  arse- 
nal, near  Pittsburg,  and  the  state  arsenal,  at 
Meadesville,  to  the  harbor  of  Erie;  and  appropriat- 
ing a sufficient  sum  of  money  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  for  its  immediate  commencement 
and  speedy  completion.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  RIcKeau  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  G.  Pal- 
mer, and  others,  and  the  memorial  of  justice  Lewis 
and  others,  of  Wyalusing,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying 
congress  promptly  to  reject  all  propositions  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  come  from  what- 
ever source  they  may.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Air.  Talltnadge  also  presented  two  remonstrances 
against  the  admission  of  Texas.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  various  memorials  against 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  a call  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  war  for  surveys  and  estimates  of  im- 
provements at  the  mouths  of  the  Milwaukie  and 
other  neighboring  rivers. 

Several  bills  were  introduced  on  leave,  read  twice 
and  committed. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun:  A bill  to  cede  the  public  lands 
within  the  limitsofthe  new  states  on  certain  condi- 
tions therein  mentioned.  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Wednes- 
day, ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  authorize  the 
occupation  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Air.  ’Williams , calling 
on  the  president  for  copies  of  the  late  correspon- 
dence in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  J.  Bulow,  (for  property  destroyed  in  the 
late  war,)  was  taken  up,  advocated  at  length  by 
Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Niles , opposed  by  Mr.  King, 
and  on  motion  of  Air.  Wright,  again  laid  on  the 
table. 

l\lr.  King  reported  from  committee  a bill  to  es- 
tablish a port  of  entry  at  Jersey  city  and  for  other 
purposes.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Air.  Preston  olfered  a resolution  authorizing  the 
committee  on  the  library  to  cause  the  Aladisoriian 
papers  to  be  printed  and  published.  Lies  over  one 

day. 

Mr.  Bayard  offered  a resolution  instituting  an  in- 
quiry in  committee  as  to  placing  the  officers  of  the 
staff  of  the  revolutionary  army  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  officers  of  the  line  in  relation  to  grants  of 
land.  Lies  over  one  day. 

Air.  Wall  from  the  committee  on  the  library,  re- 
ported three  joint  resolutions  (not  read)  authorizing 
the  purchase  and  distribution  ot  certain  law  books, 
&c.,  with  an  accompanying  report;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Sub-treasury  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wrighl,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on 
certain  public  officers,  creating  receivers  general  of 
the  public  money,  See  , and  for  other  purposes. 

Air.  Rives  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  large 
in  opposition  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  in 
support  of  the  substitute  which  he  had  submitted. 
After  he  had  spoken  about  two  hours  and  a half,  he 
yielded  the  floor  for  a motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  6.  Air.  Grundy  rose,  and  addressed  the 
chair  as  follows: 

Air.  President:  I have  received,  and  now  present 
to  the  senate,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Tennessee;  by  one  of  which 
resolutions  their  senators  are  instructed,  and  their 
representatives  requested  to  vote  against  any  law  of 
general  finance,  such  as  is  recommended  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  in  his  message  of  Sep- 
tember last.  I understand  the  bill  now  before  the 
senate  on  this  subject,  and  under  discussion,  to  be 
such  as  is  embraced  by  this  resolution;  and  believ- 
ing in  the  right  of  instruction  by  the  legislature,  I 
feel  no  difficulty  in  declaring  that  I shall  comply 
with  these  instructions  in  good  faith  and  verity,  by 
voting  against  the  bill;  and  as  it  respects  questions 
which  may  arise  in  the  course  of  its  progress,  I shall 
without  advising  with  or  consulting  any  body,  give 
such  votes  as,  in  my  judgment,  ought  to  be  given 
by  a fair  and  honorable  opponent  of  this  measure; 
and  I design  promptly  to  communicate  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  the  course  of  conduct  which  I 
adopt  on  this  subject. 

Air.  G.  concluded  by  moving  that  this  document 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed;  and  it  was  so  or- 
dered. „ ,,  , 

The  vice  president  presented  from  the  war  depart- 
ment abstracts  of  the  general  returns  of  the  militia 


of  the  United  States  for  1837,  theirarms,  equipments 
&c.  Referred,  arid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, in  reference  to  the  Indian  boundary  referred 
to  by  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of  Alissouri  to 
form  a state  government.  Laid  on  the  table. 

A communication  from  the  adjutant  general,  with 
60  copies  of  the  official  army  register,  for  the  use  of 
the  senate. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  four  memorials,  and  Mr. 
McKean  several  others  of  the  same  character  as  that 
presented  yesterday  by  Air.  B.  relating  to  the  claims 
of  Pittsburg  to  one  of  the  six  hospitals  to  be  estab- 
lished on  the  western  waters.  Referred. 

Other  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  and 
referred. 

By  Mr.  King,  from  the  legislature  of  Alabama, 
asking  the  passage  of  a general  pre-emption  law;  of 
a law  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands;  of  a 
law  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  ic  coctiono 
for  schools,  amt  the  entry  of  better  lands;  and  of  a 
law  ceding  the  refuse  lands,  found  unproductive,  to 
the  several  states  where  they  lie.  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ByAlessrs.  Tallmadge,  Merrick  and  Linn,  on  in- 
dividual claims. 

Air.  Webster  rose  to  move  that  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  senate,  calling  lor  information  respecting  the 
amount  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  Commonwealth 
Bank,  at  Boston,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

In  this  report,  said  Air.  Webster,  the  secretary 
says  that  no  instructions  were  ever  given  by  the 
treasury  department  to  tender  bank  notes  of  any 
denomination  to  public  creditors  or  officers;  and  he 
says,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
pay  all  the  public  creditors,  especially  on  the  sea- 
board, in  specie,  as  sufficient  could  not  be  collected. 
The  law,  therefore,  has  been  plainly  one  way,  and 
the  practice  the  other.  The  act  ofcongress  says  no 
bills  not  equivalent  to  specie  shall  be  offered  in 
payment;  and  T commend  this  report  to  the  parti- 
cular and  careful  perusal  of  those  who  suppose  they 
can  maintain  a specie  currency  for  government, 
while  they  suffer  the  general  paper  currency  of  the 
country  to  be  depreciated.  In  my  opinion,  the  state 
of  things  detailed  in  this  report  is  a correct  sample, 
or  a foretaste  of  what  we  shall  experience,  on  a 
large  scale,  when  the  sub-treasury  bill  shall  have 

honnino  o.  Law,  and  n nominal  cp/ar'io  onm.onojr,  >— 

venue  purposes,  shall  have  been  established.  Al- 
though the  law  now  existing  is  precise  and  positive 
that  government  officers  shall  pay  all  public  cre- 
ditors in  specie,  or  bills  equivalent  to  specie,  and 
shall  offer  them  nothing  else,  yet  the  secretary  says 
that  it  has  been  impracticable  to  obtain  specie  for 
this  purpose  either  of  the  banks  or  the  merchants; 
and  this  he  says  at  a time  when  there  is  supposed  to 
he  a large  quantity  of  specie  in  the  country.  Here, 
then,  is  exactly  such  a state  of  things  as  we  propose 
to  establish  by  sub-treasuries  and  an  exclusive 
specie  currency.  We  see  here  precisely  how  the 
system  will  work.  While  there  are  banks  (and 
banks  there  will  be)  the  specie  will  inevitably  get 
into  the  banks;  and  whenever  any  disaster  happens 
to  the  banks,  so  that  they  suspendspeeie  payments, 
neither  the  government  nor  the  merchant  can  get 
the  specie  out.  Dues  to  government,  therefore, 
will  not  be  received  in  specie,  and  dues  from  go- 
vernment will  not  be  paid  in  specie.  Ori  tile  other 
hand,  if  the  banks  maintain  their  credit,  and  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie  on  demand,  an  exclusivespeeie 
currency  will  be  useless  and  unnecessary.  The  re- 
sult of  all  will  be,  that  an  exclusive  specie  currency 
will  be  always  either  unnecessary  or  impracticable. 
It  will  be  a superfluity  or  an  impossibility. 

The  following  sums  of  public  money  appear,  by 
the  secretary’s  report,  to  be  now  in  rieposite  in  that 


bank: 

1st.  The  sum  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  - $39,639 

2d.  Sum  reported  as  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  collector  ....  65,941 

3d.  Amounts  to  the  credit  of  the  late 

pension  agency 154,848 

4th.  Amount  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  commissioners  for  building  the  cus- 
tom-house   70,000 

5th.  Amount  to  the  credit  of  Major  * 

Craig,  ordnance  department  - - 1,119 

6th.  Amount  to  credit  of  the  post  office 
department  - - - - - 7,644 

7th . Amount  to  the  credit  of  the  pay- 
master general 346 

Alaking  a total  of  - $'.339,537 


The  secretary  represents  these  deposites  to  have 
been  made,  generally,  before  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments;  but  that  $‘150,000  was  received 
by  the  bank  in  October  and  December  last,  on  drafts 


which  bad  been  issued  by  the  treasury  in  favor  ot 
the  bank  before  the  suspension.  No  money  has 
been  directed  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  since  the 
suspension.  It  is  not  stated  whatsecurity  exists  for 
the  payment  of  this  large  sum,  or  what  is  the  chance 
of  its  payment. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  bank  paid  pen- 
sions and  bounties,  I find  attached  to  the  report  a 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  bank,  in  which  he 
says,  that  “in  all  cases  where  the  bills  of  this  bank, 
or  any  other  bank,  have  been  paid  by  this  bank  to 
pensioners,  or  their  attorneys,  they  were  voluntari- 
ly received  by  them!”  The  nature  of  these  volun- 
tary receipts  of  payments,  in  depreciated  paper,  has 
been  sufficiently  shown  by  the  letter  and  the  affida- 
vit which  I have  laid  bel'ore  the  senate.  The  af- 
fidavit  seems  not  to  be  deficient  in  facts. 

The  statement  is — 

I,  Asa  Pickering,  of  Bellingham,  in  the  common- 
-.vcaiin  or  ivrassacliuseus,  residing  at  present  in 
Boston,  as  a member  of  the  Legislature,  on  bath  do 
declare  and  say:  That,  on  the  third  day  of  October 
now  last  past,  I called  at  the  office  of  the  pension 
agent  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to  receive  a pension 
due  to  my  father,  Benjamin  Pickering,  for  revolu- 
tionary services.  He  already  had  on  hand  a quan- 
tity of  the  bills  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  and 
instructed  me  to  procure  other  money,  if  possible. 
I called,  and  was  requested  to  step  into  a room  to 
make  the  necessary  affidavit,  for  which  I was  charg- 
ed, and  paid  in  specie,  twenty-five  cents.  I then 
received  a check  for  sixty-three  dollars,  and  was 
directed  to  present  the  check  at  the  opposite  coun- 
ter. I did  so,  and  had  tenderedio  me  a fifty  dollar 
bill  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  also  a ten  and  a 
three  dollar  bill  of  the  same  bank.  I declined  re- 
ceiving them,  and  stated  that  I wanted  something 
better.  I told  them  at  least  I wanted  a little  specie; 

I should  like  the  thirteen  dollars  in  specie.  They 
told  me  I must  take  that  or  nothing.  I asked  them 
for  the  ten  or  the  three  in  specie;  both  were  refused. 

I then  asked  at  least  for  the  twenty-five  cents  in 
specie  which  I had  just  paid,  and  it  was  refused. — 

I then  read  one  of  their  hills  to  them,  and  asked  if 
they  would  pay  old  revolutioners  in  nothing  but 
lies.  I was  obliged  to  take  their  bills,  contrary  to 
my  wishes  and  instructions. 

ASA  PICKERING. 

This,  too,  is  a fair  specimen  of  what  will  happen 
hereafter,  when  we  shall  have,  nominally,  a system 
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statutes  could  not  forbid  payments  of  bank  notes 
more  distinctly  and  peremptorily  than  the  present 
law  forbids  all  payments  in  depreciated  bank  notes. 
Yet,  here  it  is  admitted,  both  by  the  disbursing  of- 
ficers and  by  the  secretary  himself,  that  such  de- 
preciated bank  notes  have  been  offered  in  payment 
and  received;  although  the  very  offering  of  them, 
t hat  is,  the  act  of  proposing  to  make  payments  in 
such  notes,  is  in  the  teeth  of  the  act  ofcongress. — 
So  it  will  be  hereafter.  The  law  will  be  positive 
that  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  shall  be  offered; 
yet  paper  will  be  offered,  and  often  taken;  and  just 
such  contests  will  arise  as  that  which  arises  in  this 
case;  the  government  officers  insisting  that  the  par- 
ty receiving  it,  on  the  other  hand,  insisting,  and 
making  oath  that  he  resisted  the  receipt  of  it  as 
long  as  he  could,  and  took  it  at  least  simply  be- 
cause he  could  get  nothing  else.  I think  any  man 
must  be  short-sighted  who  does  not  perceive  that 
occurrences  of  this  sort  will  be  constantly  happen- 
ing under  a system  in  which  the  government  uses, 
or  pretends  to  use,  one  currency,  and  the  people 
another. 

But,  sir,  there  is  anottier  important  matter  dis- 
closed in  this  report,  to  which  I wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate. 

It  is  known  that  during  the  existence  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  United  States  pensions 
were  paid  by  that  bank,  without  cost  or  charge,  and 
as  the  bank  was  a safe  depository,  no  losses  hap- 
pened to  government  or  to  individuals. 

When  the  bank  charter  expired,  congress  was 
catted  on  to  make  some  other  provision  for  paying 
pensions,  and  the  act  of  April  20,  1336,  was  passed. 
That  act  provides  that  in  future,  payments  of  pen- 
sions shall  be  made  by  such  persons  or  corporations 
as  tli e secretary  of  war  may  direct,  but  no  compen- 
sation or  allowance  shall  be  made  to  such  persons  or 
corporations  for  making  such  payments,  without  au- 
thority of  law.” 

This  act  was  passed  under  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  authorizes  congress,  by  law  to  vest 
the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

Under  this  law  the  secretary  of  war  appointed 
these  officers,  and  a list  of  them  has  been  recently 
sent  by  him  to  the  senate.  It  will  appear  from  tho 
report  from  the  war  department  that,  like  other  dis- 
bursing officers,  they  have  been  called  on  to  give  of- 
ficial boDds;  and  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that. 
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to  all  intents  and  purposes,  they  are  officers  under 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

But  now  to  theirpcn/.  The  act  of  April  20,  1836 
creating  the  office  and  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ing of  tne  officer, declares,  as  I have  already  said,  that 
no  allowance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  to 
them,  without  authority  of  law.  Now  congress  has 
passed  no  further  law  on  the  subject,  and  yet  how 
stands  the  matter  of  their  pay? 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  1834,  the  presi- 
dent, or  secretary  of  war,  before  the  bank  charter 
expired,  undertook  to  transfer  the  pension  funds 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  deposite 
banks;  and  on  that  occasion,  those  deposite  banks 
were  told,  as  will  be  seen  by  this  report,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  benefits  which  they  would  derive  from 
the deposites,  no  commission  or  salary  would  be  al- 
lowed. 

The  same  course  was  adopted  after  the  act  of 
1836  passed;  so  that,  from  that  time  to  the  present, 

ptJIlsiuil  agents,  appointed  by  tho  coorfitary  of  WHT, 

get  their  pay  by  the  use  of  the  government  funds  in 
their  hands.  And  I find,  by  inquiry  at  the  proper 
source,  that  the  general  rule  is  to  advance  the  ne- 
cessary funds  six  months  before  they  will  be  need- 
ed; so  that  the  agent  has  the  use  of  the  money  for 
that  period;  and  when  the  time  comes  for  paying  it 
to  the  pensioners,  he  pays  it,  and  immediately  re- 
ceives from  the  treasury  an  advance  for  the  next  six 
months.  So  that  he  has,  the  whole  year  round,  the 
use  of  a sum  of  money  equal  to  one-half  the  w hole 
annual  amount  of  pensions  paid  at  his  office. 

Tor  instance,  the  whole  annual  amount  of  pen- 
sions, paid  at  Boston,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts.  One-half  this 
sum  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars;  and 
the  agent,  as  his  compensation  for  paying  the  pen- 
sions, actually  enjoys  the  use  of  this  sum  the  whole 
year. 

Suppose  the  use  of  the  money  to  be  worth  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  the  compensation  thus  made 
to  the  pension  agent  in  Boston  is  more  than  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

So  in  New  Hampshire,  where  there  are  two  pen- 
sion agencies,  one  at  Portsmouth,  and  one  at  Con- 
cord. At  the  Portsmouth  agency,  thirty-three 
thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  is  annually  paid 
out.  The  agent,  therefore,  has  usually  on  hand  the 
one-half  of  this  sum,  say  fifteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  interest  of  which  would  be  near  a 
thousand  dollars. 

V fho  Pmyrird  Dension  office,  the  amount  of  an- 
nual payments  is  sixty-six  rnousand  dollars,  une- 
half  of  this  sum  being  usually  on  hand,  the  agent 
receives,  for  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office, 
the  use  of  that  one-half,  say  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  amounts  to  nineteen  hundred,  or  tw'o  thou- 
sand dollars.  These  sums  are  taken  from  official 
statements,  and  I believe  are  correct;  and  the  other 
general  facts  obtained  from  authentic  sources. 

It  will  probably  strike  the  senate,  in  the  first 
place,  that  these  rates  of  compensation  are  exceed- 
ingly large,  especially  in  these  days  of  professed 
economy  and  reform;  and,  in  the  next  place,  all 
will  admit  that  this  mode  of  making  compensation 
is  the  worst  in  the  world,  as  it  places  the  funds  of 
the  government  every  day  at  hazard.  How  this 
mode  of  making  compensation,  or  this  amount  of 
compensation,  can  be  reconciled  to  the  words  of  the 
act  of  congress,  which  declare  that  there  shall  be  no 
compensation  without  authority  of  law,  I hope  some 
gentleman  will  undertake  to  explain. 

In  most  cases,  but  I believe  not  in  all,  the  list 
will  show  these  agents  are  presidents  of  state  banks; 
but  the  appointments,  nevertheless,  are  personal 
appointments,  and  the  banks  themselves  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  agent’s  fidelity.  As  I have  already 
said,  the  agents,  like  other  disbursing  officers  of 
government,  give  bonds  for  the  due  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  office.  I trust,  sir,  that  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  will  see  the  necessity  of  some  further 
legal  provision  on  this  subject. 

Since  I am  speaking  on  this  subject,  I will  (said 
Mr.  W.)  take  leave  to  make  a remark  or  two  on  a 
personal  matter.  The  Globe  of  Saturday,  still  pur- 
suing a course  of  meddling  with  the  private  con- 
cerns of  public  men,  which  course,  nevertheless,  it 
admits  is  exceedingly  despicable,  reiterates  charges 
of  my  having  had  paper  dishonored  at  this  Com- 
monwealth Bank.  The  obvious  object  of  all  this, 
as  of  the  former  article,  it  is  evident,  is  to  hold  out 
an  appearance  that  I owe  the  bank,  or  have  owed  it 
in  times  past.  I think  it  very  likely  that,  by  the 
time  this  statement  of  the  Globe  gets  a hundred 
miles  from  Washington,  it  will  be  so  amplified  as  to 
represent  me  as  an  acknowledged  debtor  to  the  bank 
to  a great  amount;  and,  by  the  time  it  gets  over  the 
mountains,  the  failure  of  the  bank  will  be  mainly- 
ascribed,  very  possibly,  to  its  loans  to  me.  I repeat 
therefore,  that  I never  owed  the  bank  a dollar,  so 


far  as  I remember  nor  ever  had  any  pecuniary  trans- 
action with  it  whatever. 

The  statement  is,  that  a bill  drawn  by  me,  and  ac- 
cepted, was  sent  to  the  bank  for  collection,  and  not 
duly  paid  by  the  acceptor.  It  was  of  course  re- 
turned upon  the  drawer,  and  duly  paid  and  taken 
up  by  him.  All  this  is  very  unimportant  and  inno- 
cent ; but  it  is  stated  as  if  with  studious  dpsign,  to 
represent  me  as  a debtor  to  the  bank;  whereas,  in 
the  first  place,  the  bank  had  no  interest  in  it  what- 
ever; and,  in  the  second  place,  it  was  duly  paid  by 
the  drawer  on  the  acceptor’s  neglect.  As  to  any 
acceptance  of  my  own,  sent  to  that  bank  lor  collec- 
tion, being  protested,  I never  heard  of  it,  to  my 
knowledge.  If  such  athing  happened,  it  must  have 
been  accidential,  and  owing  to  some  mistake  as  to 
the  day,  which  was  seasonably  corrected.  Nor  can 
it  be  true  that  any  note  or  bill  with  my  name  on  it 
was  handed  over  to  another  bank  on  the  failure  of 
thi3  Commonwealth  Bank,  unless  it  was  some  dead 
note  or  bill  which  had  been  already  paid  to  those 
who  were  entitled  to  receive  payment.  This  ap- 
parent and  obvious  purpose  of  representing  me  as  a 
debtor  to  the  bank,  or  as  ever  having  been  a bor- 
rower of  it,  is  founded  in  sheer  misrepresentation 
and  falsehood. 

I perceive  that  the  directors,  or  officers,  of  this 
bank  have  been  busying  themselves  to  help  out  the 
statements  of  the  Globe;  yet  no  one  of  them  says  I 
ever  owed  the  bank  a dollar  in  the  world;  they 
might,  I think,  be  better  employed.  It  has  been 
stated  publicly  that  these  officers  have  helped  them- 
selves to  loans,  from  their  own  bank,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  the  amount  of  all  its  capital,  and  then 
failed,  bank  and  all,  leaving  a prodigious  mass  of 
unredeemed  paper  upon  the  hands  of  the  public.  I 
know  not  how  this  may  be;  but,  until  the  charge  is 
cleared  up,  one  should  think  they  might  find  better 
employment  than  in  attempting  to  bolster  up  slan- 
derous imputations  against  their  neighbors,  and  at- 
tacking people  who  have  not  the  misfortune  to  owe 
them  any  thing. 

Mr.  Niles  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the 
banks  themselves,  and  not  individuals,  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  pension  agents,  and  were  appointed  as 
such  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  business 
being  given  into  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the 
bank,  or  other  officer,  by  the  banks  themselves.  He 
argued,  also,  that  the  failure  and  misconduct  of  this 
bank  was  a decisive  argument  against  the  state  bank 
system,  and  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme. — 
He  also  repelled  the  idea  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  naa  aeposuea  me  puuiic  money  six  mourns 
in  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  value  of 
the  use  of  it  in  the  pockets  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  law  says  in  so  many  words 
that  these  pension  agents  shall  receive  no  compen- 
sation without  provision  by  law;  and  the  secretary 
in  making  compensation,  has  of  course  done  it  with- 
out law.  I have  a night  to  the  fact.  The  secretary- 
makes  the  appointments  generally,  of  the  president 
or  some  other  officer  of  a bank;  and  the  appointment 
is  entirely  personal;  the  bond  is  personal;  the  bond 
was  directly  to  the  United  States;  and  this  proves 
conclusively  that  the  officer  is  an  officer  of  the 
United  States.  No  bank  is  named  in  the  bond;  in 
those  which  I have  seen,  and  I have  obtained  the 
common  form,  from  the  office,  I do  not  find  that  the 
agent  is  named  or  described  as  president,  or  cashier 
of  any  bank?  The  appointment  is  simply  of  A B 
as  agent  for  paying  pensions  in  a certain  place;  and 
A B gives  his  own  bond,  directly  to  the  United 
States,  with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties.  If  the  agent,  in  any  case,  be  connected 
with  any  bank,  and  desire  to  leave  the  money  on 
deposite  in  that  bank,  instead  of  using  it  himself, 
that  is  matter  of  arrangement  between  him  and  the 
bank.  All  this  makes  no  difference:  it  does  not 
diminish  the  amount  of  compensation;  it  does  not 
change  the  nature  of  the  office.  The  agent  is  an 
officer,  appointed  by  the  authority  of  law,  and  acting 
under  bonds  to  the  United  States;  and  receiving,  as 
it  appears  by  this  report,  a very  large  compensation. 

I have  nothing  to  do  now  with  the  deposite  system; 
all  I say  is  that  this  kind  of  management  ought  not 
to  go  on,  making,  as  every  one  must  admit,  a very 
great  allowance  for  compensation,  far  too  large. 
And  what  occasion  is  there  of  hazarding  all  this  mo- 
ney? I speak,  however,  only  of  the  existing  state 
of  things,  as  a subject  which  the  senate  must  per- 
ceive requires  a remedy.  There  is  a personal  ap- 
pointment of  a certain  officer  by  law;  and  there- 
fore there  is  in  effect  a personal  emolument  to  the 
amount  which  I have  stated;  at  least  it  is  as  large  as 
that  at  Boston,  and  may  be  larger  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Niles  said,  if  it  was  a personal  appointment, 
and  without  compensation  bylaw,  he  would  like  to 
see  the  law. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  law  is  that  of  April,  1830. 

Mr.  Niles.  There  may  be  such  a law;  but  the 
United  States  Bank  was  the  commissioner  of  loans 


and  pension  agent,  and  without  compensation,  be- 
cause it  had  the  use  of  the  public  funds.  Mr.  N. 
further  insisted  that  the  business  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  banks,  and  not  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  that  the  letter  to  the  com- 
missioner, on  the  11th  page  of  the  report,  which 
letter  was  written  when  the  attempt  was  made  to 
transfer  the  public  funds  in  1834,  w'ould  speak  for 
itself.  [Mr.  W.  here  read  an  extract  from  this  let- 
ter, saying  that  “the  benefits  which  your  institu- 
tion derives  from  the  public  deposites  will  attach  to 
the  office”  (of  pension  agent;)  and  that  payments 
were  to  be  made  thereafter  by  such  persons  or  cor- 
porations as  the  secretary  of  war  should  direct,  and 
there  should  be  no  compensation  without  the  au- 
thority of  law.] 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  'this  report  was  quite  an 
anomaly.  Of  the  public  money  $70,000  Jwere  gone 
in  one  sum  by  this  bank;  and  Mr.  C.  observed  that 
early  in  October,  1836,  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry had  deposited  $200,000  with  the  commissioner 
for  building  the  new  custom-house  at  Boston,  and 
| afterwards  $50,000  more,  making  the  sum  of 
■ $250,000;  and  of  this  sum,  when  the  bank  failed 
' there  were  $70,000  remaining  in  it.  If  the  senator 
I from  Connecticut  were  so  tenacious  in  maintaining 
1 the  uprightness  of  treasury  management,  perhaps 
he  could  furnish  some  excuse  for  this.  Here  a loss 
by  a deposite  and  by  a disbursing  officer  had  been 
sustained,  and  the  money  had  been  two  years  in  his 
hands.  If  the  $200,000  only  had  been  given,  there 
would  still  have  been  a loss  of  $20,000;  but  while 
the  hands  of  this  agent  were  already  overflowing 
with  the  public  money,  the  government  in  April 
gave  him  $50,000  more;  and  the  period,  it  would 
be  recollected, was  a very  critical  one  with  the  banks. 
Why  take  this  large  sum  of  money  out  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  put  it  on  deposite  in  the  hands  of  any 
public  agent?  It  might  be  necessary  to  sustain  the 
bank,  but  could  not  be  necessary  to  sustain  the 
officer.  He  was  already  flooded  with  money,  which 
he  could  not  expend,  when  the  $50,000  were  add- 
ed. And  there  was  a loss  now  by  this  bank  of 
$70,000.  If  things  were  managed  in  this  way,  Mr. 
C.  did  not  see  occasion  for  a sub-treasury  bank,  or 
any  bank  at  all.  It  seems  as  if  this  required  some 
remedy. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  circumstances  referred  to 
proved  that  there  was  very  great  occasion  for  a sub- 
treasury. I have  (said  Mr.  B.)  watched  the  pio- 
gress  of  this  Commonwealth  Bank  business,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  if  any  argument  were  wanting 
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nifest  on  this  floor  makes  the  argument  for  the  sub- 
treasury bill  conclusive.  I know  not  what  the  con- 
duct of  this  bank  has  been,  and  am  glad  that  the 
subject  is  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance,  because  there  justice  will  be  done  to  both 
sides.  But  as  long  as  the  present,  or  rather  the 
late,  system  shall  exist,  you  will  have  eternally  the 
same  complaints;  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  se- 
lects one  bank  or  another  at  his  pleasure,  and 
suspicion,  jealousy,  distrust  follow  his  conduct, 
which,  if  the  secretary  were  ditFererit  from  what  he 
is,  might  be  dishonest,  and  he  might  hide  himself 
in  the  high  places  of  the  government.  This  power 
is  a lever  which  might  enable  a political  aspirant  to 
move  the  whole  country,  and  we  shall  never  be  rid 
of  it  till  we  collect  our  money  and  pay  our  debts 
ourselves.  All  experience  is  against  this  system. 
Mr.  B.  feared,  if  an  investigation  should  be  made 
intoother  banks,  it  would  be  found  that  they  had 
pursued  the  same  course  as  this  one.  If  you  want 
to  save  the  public  money  from  executive  interfer- 
ence— from  the  power  to  take  it  and  give  it  away 
at  pleasure — you  must  take  care  of  it  yourselves. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  sorry  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  any  occasion  to  defend  himself  against 
personal  attacks  on  his  own  private  interests ; but 
however  just  the  complaint  might  be,  he  thought  it 
bad  policy  to  defend  himself  here  against  the  editor 
of  a newspaper.  But,  after  all,  there  was  no  charge 
against  him  which  could  affect  his  honor  or  integri- 
ty in  the  slightest  degree.  Even  if  he  could  not  pay 
his  debts,  if  is  a situation  (said  Mr.  B.)  in  which 
many  of  us  have  been.  But  the  explanation  of  this 
bank  matter  was  this:  The  secretary  of  the  treasu- 

ry having  an  unlimited  control  of  the  public  money, 
had  thought  proper  to  deposite  it  in  the  banks,  or 
in  the  hands  of  pension  agents;  the  president  or 
other  officer  of  the  banks.  But  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  ought  not  to  have  such  power,  and  no 
emolument  should  be  received  by  any  of  the  banks 
on  account  of  disbursing  the  public  money.  But 
we  ought  to  keep  it  ourselves,  and  pay  it  out  to 
meet  the  dues  of  the  public  creditors. 

Mr.  Clay  said  this  incidental  debate  was  a little 
unexpected  by  him;  but  as  it  has  come  up,  said  he, 

I will  take  the  opportunity  to  say  a few  words.  The 
senator  (Mr.  Buchanan)  says  that  these  astound- 
ing disclosures,  for  so  I regard  them,  afford  satisfac- 
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tory  proof  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  sub-trea- 
sury system,  alias  the  government  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  is  now  before  the  senate. — 
And  what  is  it  he  tells  us  now  of  the  favorite  sys- 
tem which  was  adopted  in  1334,  and  of  which  he 
was  then  and  since  the  strenuous  advocate?  He 
says  now  it  is  dangerous,  and  the  senator  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Niles)  says  it  is  corrupting,  and  that 
it  is  not  thought  worthy  of  confidence.  But  why 
this  discrepancy?  Why,  when  the  member  and  his 
friends  had  rejected  a system  and  an  institution 
which  for  near  half  a century  had  taken  care  of  the 
public  money  withoutthe  loss  of  asingle  cent — why, 
when  that  faithful  institution  was  discarded,  did  they 
resort  to  this,  which  he  now  calls  unsafe  and  cor- 
rupting? Sir,  having  found  that  the  system  which 
they  adopted  three  years  ago  has  failed,  they  are 
now  for  giving  us  another  of  their  prescriptions, 
which  we  must  take  from  these  same  doctors,  al- 
though their  former  prescription  failed,  which  was 
the  grand  catholicon  in  1834.  And  in  three 
years  more,  they  will  call  this  new  system,  which 
they  now  want  to  force  upun  us,  just  as  unsafe  and 
corrupting  as  the  former. 

Sir,  who  are  these  sub-treasurers, ,and  what  satis 
faction  have  we  that  they  will  be  angels,  pure,  faith- 
ful, and  always  acting  with  fidelity  and  advantage 
to  the  finances  of  the  country?  II  rumor  does  not 
misinform  us,  we  are  already  in  the  way  to  lose 
millions  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  And  will  the 
same  individuals  do  better  under  this  new  system? 
No,  sir,  under  no  system  whatever;  and  some  three 
years  hence  we  shall  find  those  who  are  now  de- 
nouncing their  own  experiment,  again  denouncing 
this  their  other  experiment.  Sir,  I ask,  how  can 
you  expect  that  an  individual  should  have  half  a 
million  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands,  without 
danger  of  his  helping  himself  or  his  friends  at  the 
public  expense?  When  this  new  experiment  shall 
prove  a failure,  as  fail  it  will,  if  we  adopt  it,  we 
shall  then  have  some  other  experiment  to  delude  and 
deceive  the  credulity  of  the  American  people.  Give 
me  no  more  of  these  sub-treasury  schemes,  no 
more  of  these  experiments,  these  nostrums. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  when  I entered  the  senate 
this  morning,  my  ears  were  delighted  with  a sound 
which  came  from  a quarter  quite  unexpected. 
The  senator  (Mr.  Grundy)  got  up,  with  his  in- 
structions in  his  hand,  and  in  a manly  manner  de- 
clared he  would  conform  to  those  instructions.  Sir, 
I hope  they  will  be  conformed  to  by  others  in  this 
senate.  Some  of  my  friends  do  not  hold  that  they 
are  bound  to  obey  such  instructions;  and  they  there- 
fore acted  with  perlect  consistency— declined  to 
conform  to  them.  I (said  Mr.  C.)  am  among  the 
number  who,  with  certain  qualifications,  do  hold  to 
the  doctrine  of  instruction.  Let  those  who  hold  to 
the  doctrine  act  consistently.  Let  instructions 
come;  and  I hope,  if  the  senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia receives  his,  he  will  be  guilty  of  no  evasion, 
but  meet  them  boldly,  and  either  obey  them,  or  re- 
sign and  go  home,  and  leave  his  place  to  one  that 
will  conform.  And  the  senator  from  New  York, 
too,  if  I am  not  misinformed,  when  he  was  asked 
what  was  to  be  done  in  relation  to  his  colleague, 
replied,  instruct  him;  if  I am  correctly  informed, 
such  was  his  language.  I hope  the  instructions 
will  come,  and  corae  1 am  confident  they  will,  from 
that  source  which  gentlemen  of  the  party  say  they 
are  bound  to  obey — fros*  the  people  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  And  Virginia,  too;  but 
sir,  I believe  the  party  there  is  a hung  jury;  how- 
ever, at  the  next  election  the  people  will  order  a 
venire  de  novo  against  the  sub-treasury.  And  in 
the  state  from  which  the  senator  (Mr.  Grundy) 
this  morning  presented  the  resolutions,  in  the  leg- 
lature  of  that  state  the  instructions  were  adopted 
by  a majoritvapproximating  to  unanimity.  In  the 
senate  of  thafestate  there  were  18  to  7,  and  in  the 
house  of  representatives  39  to  19 — 39!  the  Mosaic 
law — forty  save  one — and  very  properly  applied  to 
such  a system'  as  this  sub-treasury  project.  And 
the  great  leading  state  of  the  west;  that  state  to 
whose  opinions  we  are  all  disposed  to  bow  with 
respect — she^oo,  declares  her  opinions  in  very  in- 
telligible language.  How  will  her  senators  act? 
Sir,  I will  answer  for  myself,  that  if  instructions 
come  from  the  legislature  of  my  state  against  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  I pledge  my  word  that  I will 
conform  to  them.  [A  laugh.] 

On  the  whole  (said  Mr.  C.)  I think  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania  can  draw  no  conclusions  of  com- 
fort from  these  transactions  at  Boston.  It  appears 
to  me,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  system  which 
three  years  ago  was  to  give  perfect  security  to  the 
public  money,  and  to  give  us,  too,  afar  better  cur- 
rency, having  failed,  I think,  when  the  sub-treas- 
ury comes  to  re-place  it,  millions  will  be  lost,  where 
one  dollar  was  lost  even  by  that  now  exploded  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  he  had  observed  the  ru- 


mor alluded  to  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  public  prints, 
but  had  not  thought  proper  to  notice  it  presented 
in  that  shape;  but  as  it  had  been  alluded  to  in  the 
senate,  he  would  now  say  that  the  expressions 
which  he  was  reported  to  have  used  respecting  his 
colleague  were  utterly  groundless  and  false.  He 
had  in  no  way  indicated  that  he  ought  to  be  in- 
structed; and  if  he  had  ever  treated  him  unkindly, 
or  used  an  unkind  expression  towards  his  honora- 
ble colleague,  it  was  (Mr.  W.  said)  unknown  to 
himself,  and  he  had  not  intended  it.  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded by  hoping  that  the  senate  would  defer  the 
continuance  of  the  discussion  which  had  sprung  up 
this  morning,  and  take  up  the  order  of  the  day,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives,)  might 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  his  argument  com- 
menced yesterday. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  I agree,  in  consideration  of  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  though  I 
always  desire  to  pay  my  debts  promptly,  [meaning 
a wish  to  reply  to  Mr.  (Jlay,]  and  would  rather  do 
it  now  than  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  Clay,  (in  an  under  tone  and  without  rising.) 
I am  always  ready  to  receive  payment.  I hope  it 
will  not  be  Commonwealth  Bank  paper. 

The  subject  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
senate  took  up  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Rives  having  concluded  his  remarks. 

Air.  Hubbard  expressed  his  desire  to  speak  on 
the  bill,  but  presumed  the  senate  would  prefer  his 
doing  so  to-morrow.  He  would,  now,  however, 
offer  some  amendments  to  the  original  bill,  to  meet 
objections  which  had  been  adduced  against  it;  and 
on  his  amendment  it  was  so  amended  as  to  author- 
ize the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  the 
secretary,  to  draw  for  money  to  pay  the  public 
dues. 

Mr.  H.  then  proposed  to  amend  it,  by  lim- 
iting the  number  of  new  clerks  under  the  bill  to 
ten,  and  their  compensation  to  a salary  of  $'800 
each. 

Air.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  has  intimated  his  intention  to  ad- 
dress the  senate  on  this  subject  to-morrow,  and  has 
brought  forward  an  amendment.  There  is  a point 
in  regard  to  this  bill,  which  has  attracted  my  at- 
tention very  particularly,  and  I wish  now  to  men- 
tion it,  that  his  attention  may  be  drawn  that  way. 

I was  very  much  struck,  on  reading  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  at  the  extraordinary  display  of  skill 
manifested  by  those  financers  who  are  to  lead  the 
country  by  this  measure  out  of  all  its  difficulties. 
The  senator  from  New  York,  (Air.  Wright,)  in 
the  course  of  the  address  with  which  he  favored  the 
senate,  stated  the  remarkable  fact,  that  from  the 
origin  of  the  government  to  the  present  time,  there 
had  been  no  designation  of  a treasury  of  the  United 
States;  that  is,  of  no  particular  buildings,  rooms,  or 
vaults,  which  were  necessary  to  constitute  a trea- 
sury; and  that  in  this  bill  this  defect  was  remedied 
by  providing  that  certain  rooms  in  the  new  build- 
ing, now  in  a course  of  erection  in  this  city,  are 
to  be  declared  by  law  to  be  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

I had  supposed  (continued  Air.  C.)  that  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  and  the  treasures  were 
identical;  and  that  wherever  was  the  treasure, 
whether  in  custom-houses,  in  banks,  or  anywhere 
else,  there  also  was  the  treasury.  If,  for  example, 
a part  of  the  public  money  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Barings,  of  London,  or  the  Hopes,  of  Amster- 
dam, it  would  be  still  in  the  treasury,  just  as  much 
as  if  it  were  in  the  vaults  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. But  it  seems  the  senator  from  New  York 
has  made  another  discovery,  in  addition  to  the  ne- 
cessity for  rooms,  vaults,  strong  boxes,  safes,  or  old 
cupboards,  in  which  to  keep  secure  the  public 
money;  and  that  is,  that  it  is  also  necessary  that 
there  should  be  some  particular  place  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  treasury. 

I draw  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  this,  that 
they  may  see  what  results  must  follow.  The  con- 
stitution has  provided  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  but  in  pursuance  of  previous  ap- 
propriations made  by  law;  and  Whatever  is  in  the 
treasury,  in  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  can- 
not be  drawn  from  it  except  by  process  of  law  un- 
der the  constitution.  But,  (said  Mr.  C.)  for  what- 
ever is  without  the  treasury,  there  i3  no  constitu- 
tional provision;  they  may  draw  it  out  attheirdis- 
cretion,  and  send  it  any  where,  or  dispose  of  it  as 
they  please. 

And  what  farther  is  there  ? All  the  money  which 
will  be  placed  in  the  treasury  provided  by  this  bill 
will  be  the  little  that  will  be  collected  or  scraped 
together  in  this  district  of  ten  miles  square ; and 
this,  of  consequence,  will  be  the  whole  amount 
which  will  be  subject  to  the  constitutional  provi- 
sion to  which  I have  referred.  All  that  is  in  New 


York,  where  a moiety  of  the  public  revenue  is  col- 
lected—all  that  is  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, New'  Orleans,  constituting  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  actual  treasure  of  the  United  States,  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  treasury  by  the  bill,  and,  according 
to  the  senator  from  New  York,  will  be  all  placed 
without  the  power  of  the  law  and  the  constitution, 
and  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  secretary  and  trea- 
surer, as  they  may  think  proper.  I saw  this,  (said 
Mr.  C.)  as  soon  as  I read  it,  and  numerous  other 
things  alike  objectionable,  which  I will  not  notice 
now.  But  that  the  treasury  is  to  be  limited  to  the 
ten  miles  square,  and  to  the  miserable  gleanings  to 
be  found  in  this  district;  can  there  be  anything 
more  preposterous  ? 

There  were  other  defects  in  the  bill,  and  other 
amendments  had  been  offered,  but  I did  not  care 
about  voting  upon  them.  On  the  stock- jobbing  sec- 
tion for  instance,  ( said  Mr.  C.)  which  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  ( Mr.  Calhoun)  moved  to 
strike  out,  I did  vote  on  that — and  why  ? The 
whole  measure  is  so  hideous,  so  monstrous,  that  it 
is  incapable  of  being  placed  in  any  form  that  would 
command  my  approbation ; and  I could  not  think  it 
proper  in  any  shape  whatever. 

But  I had  another  reason  (said  Mr.  C.)  fortaking 
no  part  in  the  motion  of  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  to  strike  out  that  section.  The  senator 
from  New  York  (Mr,  Wright)  opposed  the  motion; 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  differed  from  the 
new  premierof  the  administration  on  this  point,  and 
I wanted  to  see  how  the  party  would  vote  ; I wish 
to  see  how  the  household  troops  would  move ; 
which  they  would  follow;  the  chancellor  or  the 
premier.  Sir,  the  chancellor  was  leftin  a minority, 
and,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  government  from 
which  we  derive  much  of  our  political  system,  and 
our  customs,  the  chancellor  ought  immediately  to 
have  thrown  up  the  seals. 

The  senate  then  went  info  executive  business, 
and  afterwards  adjourned. 

February  7.  The  following  petitions  and  memo- 
rials were  presented  and  referred  : 

By  Air.  McKean:  a memorial  of  the  delegates 
now  assembled  at  Philadelphia  to  alter  the  state 
constitution,  praying  congress  to  adopt  measures  to 
improve  the  Allegheny  river  from  Pittsburgh,  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Olean  Point,  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Mouton  : from  the  collector  at  Franklin, 
Louisiana,  praying  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses, and  certain  improvements  in  navigation. 

Ry  IVlr  Cllay,  nf  Kaaniu-oJry  I froia  of 

Philadelphia,  praying  the  completion  of  the  United 
States  frigate  Raritan.  [Mr.  C.  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  would  act  spee- 
dily on  this  subject,  and  report  one  way  or  the  other. 
The  winter  was  rapidly  passing  off,  and  if  any 
thing  should  be  done,  the  earlier  the  better.] 

By  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Linn  and  Buchanan,  on  in- 
dividual claims. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  a bill  to  abolish  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court,  at  Huntsville,  Mississippi,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  a cal!  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  statements  as  to 
the  amount  of  revenue  lost  to  the  government  in 
consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  duty  bonds  on 
imported  articles,  in  1837,  ’8,  with  the  names  of  the 
delinquents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  a call  was  ordered  on  the 
secretary  of  war,  and  inquiries  in  relation  to  a cer- 
tain report  on  the  boundary  line,  &c.  of  Arkansas. 

Orregon  Territory. 

Air.  Linn,  of  Missouri,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill,  authorizing  tthe  occupation  of  the  Columbia 
or  Orregon  river,  [establishing  a territory  north  of 
latitude  forty-two  degrees,  and  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  to  be  called  the  Orregon  territory;  au- 
thorizing the  establishment  of  a fort  on  that  river, 
and  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States  ; establishing  a port  of 
entry,  and  requiring  that  the  country  should  then 
be  held  subject  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  ; with  an  appropriation  of  $50,000,] 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  Mr.  Linn  mov- 
ed to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 
He  expressed  his  regret  that  some  other  senator 
had  not  moved  in  this  matter;  he  had  failed  in  his 
endeavors  to  that  effect,  and  had  in  consequence 
now  presented  the  subject  himself,  as  one  of  great 
importance.  There  was  reason  to  apprehend  that 
if  this  territory  should  be  neglected,  in  the  course 
of  five  years  it  would  pass  from  our  possession. 

Air.  Olay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought  the  se- 
nator and  the  committee  would  do  well  to  make  in- 
quiries as  to  the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  and  whether  we  could  occupy 
this  country  now  without  giving  cause  of  offence 
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The  country  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  Great 
Britain,  in  contravention  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 
There  was  a clause  in  that  treaty,  or  rather  a word, 
which  was  intended  to  cover  this  identical  case, 

It  was  founded  on  these  circumstances  : A settle- 

ment had  been  made  on  the  Orregon  by  Mr.  Astor, 
and  the  establishment  was  called  Astoria.  During 
the  warjjitwas  taken  possession  of  by  a British 
armed  vessel.  In  the  stipulation  of  the  mutual 
surrender  by  the  two  countries  of  places  taken  du- 
ring the  war,  Mr.  C.  had  introduced  the  word  “pos- 
session” as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had  on 
the  Orregon  country  prior  to  the  war.  Mr.  C.  ho- 
ped the  treaty  would  be  examined  before  any  deci- 
sive step  should  be  taken  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Linn  said  he  was  aware  of  that  provision, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
made.  He  designed  to  get  all  the  information  he 
could  on  the  subject,  and  lay  it  before  the  commit- 
tee or  the  senate,  that  the  senate  might  make  such 
modifications  of  the  bill  as  they  might  think  pro- 
per. He  wished  the  bill  to  be  made  as  perfect  as 
it  could  be.  „ 

Mr.  Lyon  remarked  that  he  knew  of  one  of  his 
constituents  being  desirous  of  going  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  for  the  purpose  oi  settling  and 
carrying  on  a farm. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  was  very  glad  that  his 
friend  from  Missouri  had  moved  in  this  business, 
and  he  had  done  himself  injustice  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  appropriately  by 
another  person.  The  time  had  come  when  we 
ou°-ht  to  assert  our  right  to  the  Orregon  country,  or 
abandon  it  forever.  We  know  by  information  re- 
ceived from  an  agent  of  the  government,  that  the 
Hudson  bay  company  were  establishing  forts  in 
that  quarter,  cutting  down  the  timber  and  carrying 
it  to  market,  and  acquiring  the  allegiance  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  ; and  while  they  had  been  thus  proceed- 
in'", we  had  patiently  looked  on  during  a long  period 
of” years.  Our  right  ought  to  be  now  asserted  ; but 
it  should  be  done  in  a prudent  and  delicate  manner. 
We  are  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  give  a years’  notice. 
The  time  had  arrived  to  settle  this  question,  and 
there  were  too  many  such  questions  unsettled  with 
the  British  government  already.  While  we  should 
be  careful  to  violate  no  treaty  stipulations,  we  ought 
promptly  to  assert  our  right  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Benton  urged  the  propriety  of  having  the 
subject  referred  to  a select  committee,  of  which  his 
colleague  should  be  the  chairman  ; he  knew  of  no 
one  better  qualified. 

Mr.  Linn,  after  some  demurring,  assented,  with- 
drew his  motion  of  reference  to  the  military  com- 
mittee, and  the  subject  was  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee of  five,  of  which  the  rice  president  was  au- 
thorized to  make  the  appointment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  resolution  offered 
by  him,  authorizing  the  joint  library  committee  to 
cause  the  Madison  papers  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished, was  taken  up,  changed  to  the  form  of  a joint 
resolution  of  both  houses,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  read  twice,  and,  after  some 
conversation,  it  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sevier,  to  the  committee  on  the  library. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and 
actions  now  pending,  to  which  the  late  United  States 
Bank  is  a party; 

And  the  bill  to  establish  a new  collection  district 
in  Mississippi,  at  Vicksburg,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  an  inquiry,  as  to  placing  the 
staff  officers  of  the  revolution  on  the  same  footing 
as  to  grants  of  land,  with  the  officers  of  the  line, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on  public 
officers  pn  certain  cases,  &c.  the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Rives’s  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  at  large  on  the  subject,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rives  ; and  be- 
fore he  concluded  he  gave  way  for  such  a motion, 
and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

February  8.  The  following  petitions,  &c.  were 
presented  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  Smith,  oflndiana:  a petition  numerous- 
ly signed  by  the  businessmen  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
praying  congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
steamboat  canal  about  to  be  constructed  around  the 
falls  of  Ohio,  on  the  Indiana  side,  by  subscribing 
for  stock  in  the  Jeffersonville  and  New  Albany 
canal  company.  The  petition  and  the  charter  of 
the  company,  were  referred,  on  his  motion,  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

By  Mr.  Wall:  from  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  completion  of  the  frigate  Raritan. 

And  by  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Smith,  oflndinna,  on 
individual  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  committee  on  pen- 
sions was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 


of  the  petitions  of  Mary  Millbank  and  of  Margaret’ 
Hamilton  lor  pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  measures  should  be  adopted  for  the 
safety  of  the  papers,  &c,  in  the  hands  of  the  recor- 
der and  surveyor  general  of  the  United  States  at 
St.  Louis. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(the  question  being  on  Mr.  Rives’s  resolution)  im- 
posing additional  duties,  as  depositaries  in  certain 
cases,  on  public  officers,  &c. 

Mr.  Hubbard  having  spoken  more  than  two  hours, 
in  .conclusion  of  his  speech  commenced  yesterday, 
in  support  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Tallmadge  made  some  remarks,  partly  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  H.,  but  chiefly  in  assigning  what  he 
deemed  true  cause  of  the  late  political  change  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  in  reply  to  that  portion  of 
the  president’s  message  which  ascribed  it  to  the  in- 
fluence and  interference  of  the  banks.  Mr.  T.  also 
touched  collaterally  on  the  bill  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  declined  the  argument  in  relation  to 
to  the  causes  of  the  New  York  changes,  expressing 
his  design  to  confine  himself  to  the  bill;  and  vin- 
dicated the  president  from  any  design  of  charging 
the  people  of  New  York  with  giving  corrupt  votes. 

Mr.  Clay  thanked  Mr.  Tallmadge  for  the  remarks 
which  he  had  just  made,  and  spoke  in  censure  of 
the  president’s  message,  for  such  a reference  to 
the  New  York  elections. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  briefly;  when, after  an  exe- 
cutive session,  (moved  by  Mr.  Buchanan,) 

The  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  2.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
3d  March,  1829  transmitting  the  ninth  annual  re- 
port of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary 
of  Washington. 

A number  of  reports  were  received  from  different 
committees,  after  which  the  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Adam's  resolution  calling  for  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  pamphlet,  and  for  the  name 
of  the  foreign  minister  who  communicated  it  to  the 
department  of  state,  when  Mr.  Adams  arose  and 
concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  Howard,  arose  in  reply 
and  had  addressed  the  house  only  for  a short  time, 
when  the  chair  announced  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour  and  Mr.  H.  suspended  his  remarks 
until  to-morrow. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  election. 

Mr.  Howard’s  proposition  being  under  COnsid 
eration, 

Mr.  Prentiss  offered  a few  remarks,  in  addition 
to  those  which  he  had  made  yesterday,  in  reply  to 
those  gentlemen  who  had  supported  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Howard.  He  drew  a parallel  between,  the 
Mississippi  election  in  July,  and  that  of  Arkansas 
at  the  same  time,  and  between  the  action  of  the 
people  of  those  states,  severally,  in  relation  to  those 
elections.  Whence  he  deduced  that,  if  the  Arkan- 
sas election  were  good,  that  the  seat  be  now  pro- 
perly filled  by  the  sitting  representative  from  that 
state,  then  the  Mississippi  election  in  November 
was  also  good,  as  a matter  of  course.  The  house 
having  now  decided  that  the  July  election  in  Mis- 
sissippi was  not  good,  have  also  decided  that  the 
parallel  election  in  Arkansas  was  not  good.  Then 
the  representative  from  Arkansas,  if  he  holds  his 
seat  under  that  election,  must  of  course  yield,  like 
the  sitting  members  from  Mississippi,  to  this  judg- 
ment, just  expressed,  of  the  house.  If,  however, 
he  holds  his  seat  under  the  October  election,  then, 
if  it  be  the  judgment  of  the  house  that  his  seat  be 
properly  filled,  it  follows  that,  under  the  Missis- 
sippi November  election,  he  (Mr.  Prentiss)  and  his 
colleague  have  the  same  right  to  sit,  as  members 
of  the  25th  congress. 

Mr.  Fe/lreplied,  and  stated  that  he  held  his  seat 
under  the  July  election,  still  believing  it  to  have 
been  good,  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the 
house  in  relation  to  the  July  (Mississippi)  election, 
which  he  believed  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  opposition  to 
amendment,  which  he  characterized  as  entirely 
new,  and  was  insisting  on  the  extraordinary  fact, 
that  through  the  whole  discussion,  both  during  the 
called  session  and  the  present,  Ihe  proposition  of 
sending  back  the  election  to  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi had  never  been  mooted;  when 

Mr.  Legare  stated  that  he  had  himself  brought 
forward  such  a proposal. 

Mr.  Howard  denied  that  his  proposition  was 
new,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  only  that  originally 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bronson. 

Mr.  Patton  resumed,  and  replied  to  the  speech  of 


his  colleague,  (Mr.  Mason,  who  briefly  explained,) 
concluding,  both  on  legal  and  political  grounds,  that 
the  decision  of  the  house  in  lavor  of  Messrs.  Clai- 
borne and  Gholsori  had  no  effect  on  the  validity  of 
the  second  election,  and  therfore  that  the  claim  of 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  was  valid,  and  they  en- 
titled to  heir  seats. 

Mr.  Legare  followed  on  the  other  side,  and  insist- 
ed that  the  decision  by'congress  in  the  case  ofGhol- 
son  and  Clairborne  bound  all  parties  as  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Several  questions  were  put  to  him  by  Mr.  Wise 
Mr  Menefee,  and  Prentiss,  on  different  points  he  had 
assumed, to  which  he  replied. 

Mr.  Prentiss  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
number  of  votes  given  for  himself  and  his  colleague 
at  the  election  in  July. 

Mr.  Biddle  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  insisted 
on  the  right  of  the  claiming  members,  which  he  sup- 
ported by  various  supposed  cases  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion. 

When  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Menefee  obtained 
the  floor,  and,  intimating  a desire  to  address  the 
house  on  the  subject,  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 
(It  was  now  half  past  4 o’clock.) 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted in  the  nagative — Yeas  90,  nays  118, 

Mr.  Menefee  then  proceeded,  and  went  into  a re- 
ply at  length  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Legare  and 
Mr.  Mason,  and  insisted  that,  under  the  constitution 
and  laws,  the  election  of  November  was  valid,  and 
its  result  to  be  recognised  as  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  Mississippi. 

When  Mr.  M.  concluded,  it  was  past  the  hour  of 
fiive  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  after  an  appeal  to  the 
house  against  forcing  the  question  to-night,  wishing 
himself  also  to  say  something  upon  it,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  subject  shall  be  definitively  ac- 
ted upon  to-morrow.  The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  3.  After  disposing  of  some 
executive  communications  and  senate  bills- — 

Mr.  Talliaferro  rose,  and  observing  that  as  it  was, 
he  believed,  the  general  wish  of  the  house  tc  get  a 
question  on  the  long  discussed  subject  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi election  before  the  house  should  rise  this 
day,  moved  to  suspend  the  remaining  business  of  the 
morning  hour,  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  special 
order  of  the  day. 

The  motion  prevailed;  the  rules  were  suspended 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  house  resumed  the  debate 
on  the  Mississippi  contested  election. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Robertson  of  Virginia,  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Howard  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Bell,  viz.  pro- 
posing to  strike  out  the  word  .“not,”  so  as  to  declare 
that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are  members  of  the 
tvventy-fiflh  Congress, 

Mr.  Bell,  who  had  the  floor  from  yesterday,  rose 
to  address  the  house,  but,  in  his  introductory  re- 
marks, objected  to  the  form  of  Mr.  Howard’s  amend- 
ment; (which  proposes  to  declare  that  Prentiss  and 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  twenty -fifth  congress) 
as  affirming  a mere  truism;  for  it  was  undeniable 
that,  at  this  moment,  those  gentlemen  were  not 
members  of  the  house;  the  question  in  debate  being 
whether  they  should  be  admitted  as  such. 

Mr.  Robertson,  admitting  the  force  of  this  objec- 
tion, said  that  it  applied  equally  to  Mr.  Bell’s 
amendment,  striking  out  the  word  “not;”  he  in- 
tended, therefore,  to  modify  the  motion  for  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  declare  that  Prentiss  and  Word  are 
“elected”  members  ofthe  twenty-filth  congress. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Howard]  would  so  modify  hL  proposition  as 
to  present  some  issue  on  which  thidB|ouse  could  be 
fairly  divided,  and  which  would  se®;  something. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  at  large  into  th'ff  general  argu- 
ment, and  especially  in  reply  to" Mr.  Legare;  in 
the  course  of  which,  several  explanations  were, 
from  time  to  time,  made  by  Mr.  Legare. 

Mr.  Rheti  next  obtained  the  floojjdjSiwL  after  repel- 
ling the  idea  that  the  South  CardlfSrltlegation  had 
been  influenced,  in  this  matter,  ny  party  conside- 
rations, or  the  personal  influence  of  any  one  of  its 
members,  proceeded  to  the  argument,  insisting  that 
the  decision  of  congress  in  favor  of  Gholson  and 
Claiborne,  being  a judicial  decision,  had  all  tire 
force  of  the  constitution,  and  rendered  the  Novem- 
ber election  null,  even  though  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  Mississippi  had  concurred  in  it. 

After  some  explanation  between  Mr.  Howard 
and  Mr.  Bell — 

Mr.  Pope  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  for  a 
moment  to 

Mr.  Cushing  (who  has  sufficiently  recovered  to 
resume  his  seat  in  the  house.)  Mr.  C.  reminded 
the  house  of  his  protest,  at  the  commencement  of  Ihe 
called  session,  against  the  loose  practice  in  forming 
the  roll  of  members  without  the  exhibition  of  their 
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credentials;  to  which  he  (as  Mr.  Rhett  had  done) 
traced  all  the  difficulty  at' the  present  case. 

Mr.  Pope  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  went  at 
large  into  an  extensive  argument,  in  which  he  took 
up  the  case  on  legal  grounds,  and  then  on  grounds  of 
the  constitution,  and  precedents.  He  spoke  with 
much  earnestness  till  five  o’clock.  Explanations 
passed  between  him  and  Mr.  McKay,  of  N.  C.  about 
the  election  laws  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Marlin  obtained  the  floor,  and,  intimating 
his  wish  to  address  the  house,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and  being  taken,  resulted  as  foilows:  Yeas  108, 
nays  90. 

So  the  house  adjourned  without  taking  any  ques- 
tion. 

Monday,  February  5.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  trans- 
mitting a copy  of  the  report  and  surveys  oi  George’s 
bank  or  shoal,  made  by  lieutenant  Wilkes,  of  the 
navy. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  Secretary  oi  war,  accom- 
panied by  225  printed  copies  of  the  official  army 
register  for  1S38,  for  the  members  of  the  house  fur- 
nished in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Febru- 
ary 1,  1S30;  and 

Also  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  ac- 
companied by  a statement  of  contracts  entered  into 
by  the  navy  commissioners  during  (he  year  1837, 
as  also  such  as  were  entered  into  in  the  year  1836, 
and  not  heretofore  reported. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Haynes  to 
effect  the  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  morning 
hour,  in  order  to  take  up  the  special  order,  the  states 
were  called  for  petitions,  beginning  with  New 
Hampshire  (Maine  having  been  called  on  Monday 
last;)  and  petitions,  memorials,  ren.onstrancas,  &e. 
were  offered  by  the  following  members: 

From  New  Hampshire:  Messrs.  Cushman,  Ather- 
ton and  Williams. 

From  Massachuaetts:  Messrs.  Cushing,  Fletcher, 
Reed,  Briggs,  Parmenler,  Lincoln,  Calhoun,  Phil- 
lips, and  Adams. 

[Of  these,  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Reed,  Briggs,  Par- 
menter,  Lincoln,  Calhoun,  and  Phillips,  presented 
memorials,  &c.  upon  the  various  subjects  of  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  territories  and  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas:  also  various  petitions 
praying  for  the  rescinding  of  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  the  21st  of  December  last.  All  of  which 
were  disposedof  in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore.] 

One  of  these  memorials,  very  numerously  signed, 
presented  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass.,  praying 
that  the  resolution  of  the  21st  December  last  be  re- 
pealed, gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  he  felt  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity, both  from  his  own  convictions  of  the  merits 
ofthe  memorial,  as  well  as  from  the  duty  he  owed  to 
those  of  his  constituents  who  had  requested  him  to 
present  it,  to  insist  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
question  of  reference,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  Boon , of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  the  question 
of  consideration  on  the  table.  Mr.  Wise  asked  if. 
under  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  December,  this 
subject  was  not  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  as  a matter 
of  course? 

The  speaker  decided  this  question  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Boon,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Boon  to  lay  the  question  of  conside- 
ration on  the  table,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  128,  nays  75. 

After  Mr.  Adams  had  risen,  and  presented  a single 
petition,  the  chair  announced  the  expiration  of  tile 
morning  hour,  and  stated  the  special  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Adams  made  an  attempt  to  procure  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pre- 
sent other  petitions,  but  did  not  succed. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe 
Mississippi  election  case,  the  question  being  on  the 
amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Bell,  adopted  by  the 
house  on  Wednesday'  last. 

“Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the  3d 
of  October  last,  declaring  that  Sam’l  .1.  Gholson  and  .1. 
F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th 
Congress  be  rescinded,  and  that  Messrs.  Gholson  and 
Claiborne  are  not  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th 
congress’’ 

The  question  was  on  the  following  amendment  of 
Mr.  Howard: 

“Resolved,  That  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  congress.1' 

And  the  pending  question  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Robertson,  to 
strike  therefrom  the  word  “not.” 

Mr.  Marlin,  of  Alabama,  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  rose  to  proceed  with  his  remarks,  but  gave 
way  to 


Mr.  Glascock,  who  stated  that  he  had  this  morn- 
ing received  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Claiborne  a 
brief  statement,  in  writing,  of  several  important 
facts  in  relation  to  the  question  before  the  house, 
and  which  he  considered  essential  should  be  read; 
and  as  the  health  of  Mr.  C.  still  prevented  his  at- 
tending, in  person,  he  (Mr.  G.)  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  the  motion  that  the  paper  he  then  held  in  his 
hand  be  received,  and  read  at  the  clerk’s  table.  It 
was  due  to  the  sitting  members  to  say,  that  they 
wished  no  motion  made  to  print. 

Washington,  Feb.  5, 1838. 

Sin:  I herewith  transmit  to  you  the  proceedings 
ofthe  democratic  members  of  both  branches  of  the 
Mississippi  legislature,  which  I desire  may  be  laid 
before  the  house.  At  a moment  when  there  is  so 
much  contrariety  of  opinion  as  to  public  sentiment 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  after  the  gentlemen, 
who  claim  to  supersede  my  colleague  and  myself, 
have  expressed  an  opinion  that  not  ten  citizens  of 
that  state  believe  we  are  entitled  to  our  seats  for 
the  whole  of  the  25th  Congress,  I am  gratified  at 
being  able  to  furnish  such  evidence  of  the  popular 
will.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the  gentlemen 
who  attended  this  meeting  compose  a majority  of 
the  legislature,  and  that  they  represent  the  opinions 
of  a large  body  of  the  people.  They  are  familiar 
with  the  history  of  this  contested  election,  from  the 
emanation  of  the  writ  down  to  the  decision  of  the 
house  in  October,  and  the  incidents  subsequent 
thereto;  they  are  fresh  from  communion  with  an 
enlightened  constituency,  and,  in  all  probability, 
are  better  informed  as  to  the  real  state  of  opinion, 
than  either  the  honorable  claimants,  or  ourselves,  or 
representatives  from  other  states.  The  names  that 
appear  on  the  face  of  those  proceedings  are  among 
the  most  distinguished  in  the  state  for  the  high  sta- 
tions they  occupy,  for  talents,  for  integrity,  for  all 
that  can  give  impartiality  to  evidence,  or  weight  to 
character,  and  I trust  their  testimony,  thus  solemnly 
rendered,  will  have  its  due  influence  with  the  house. 

I feel  bound  to  repeat,  on  this  occasion,  what  I 
have  before  declared,  that  prior  to  the  July  elec- 
tion, my  colleague  and  myself  distinctly  took  the 
ground,  that  we  considered  the  election  as  not  for 
the  special  session  only,  but  for  two  years.  The 
papers  friendly  to  us  advanced  the  same  opinion. 
When  the  decision  of  the  house  was  made,  confirm- 
ing us  in  our  seats  for  the  entire  25th  congress,  we 
addressed  a circular  to  the  people,  (which  was 
widely  distributed,)  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

“TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MISSISSIPPI.” 

“ Fellow -citizens  : — In  July  last,  it  is  well  known, 
we  were  elected  under  the  proclamation  of  the 
governor,  anti  according  to  the  forms  of  the  law,  to 
represent  you  in  congress.  When  the  governor  is- 
sued his  writ,  the  opinion  of  the  press,  and  of  the 
people,  so  far  as  we  are  informed  or  believe,  was, 
that  he  had  the  power  to  do  so:  that  the  exigency  of 
the  times  required  him  to  exercise  that  power;  but 
that  he  had  no  right  to  abridge  the  constitutional 
term  of  two  years,  for  which  members  of  congress 
are  elected ; that  so  much  of  his  writ  was  void,  and 
that  the  members  chosen  would  serve  not  only  in 
the  extra  session,  but  throughout  the  25th  congress. 
This  was  our  own  opinion.  It  was  everywhere 
freely  expressed  by  us,  and  we  believe  that  nine- 
tenths  of  those  who  voted  at  the  late  [July]  elec- 
tion, went  to  the  polls  with  such  an  impression.” 

The  people  were  thus  distinctly  notified  of  the 
action  ofthe  house,  and  assured  that  we  would  con- 
tinue to  hold  our  seats. 

Prevented,  as  I am,  by  the  state  of  my  health, 
from  appearing  in  the  house  to  vindicate  the  rights 
of  those  I represent,  I feel  bound  to  express  iny 
solemn  conviction,  that  a majority  oi  the  freemen 
of  Mississippi  acquiesced  in  the  judgment  of  the 
house.  I believe,  upon  evidence  which  would  be 
conclusive  in  a court  of  justice,  that  the  6,560  citi- 
zens who  sustained  me  in  November,  d:d  not  doubt 
the  validity  ofthe  July  election  as  conferring  office 
for  two  years,  or  the  binding  effect  of  the  decision 
of  the  house. 

On  the  other  hand,  I know  as  positively  as  any 
fact  can  be  known,  that  upwards  of  8,000  voters, 
chiefly  in  counties  almost  unanimously  favorable 
to  us,  refused  io  cast  their  votes  a second  time,  on 
the  ground  that  the  judgment  of  the  house  was 
binding,  and  that  they  were  satisfied  with  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  15,000  freemen  of  Missis- 
sippi, if  an  opportunity  offered,  would  at  this  mo- 
ment sanction  that  judgment  at  the  poils.  I (eel 
convinced  they  would  declare  that  no  vacancy 
could  exist  in  the  representation  from  that  stale,  lo 
be  filled  at  the  November  election,  after  the  deci- 
sion of  the  house,  the  constitutional  and  only  com- 
petent tribunal,  that  we  were  members  of  the 
whole  25th  congress.  That  decision  was  pro- 
nounced after  a searching  and  protracted  examina- 
tion, and  upon  the  same  evidence  which  is  now  be 


fore  the  house;  it  persuaded  us  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  settled  ; it  gave  to  the  claimants  the  benefit 
of  a canvass  without  opposition  ; it  restrained  8,000 
freemen  from  casting  their  votes;  and  should  the 
house  now  decide  finally  against  us,  however  highly 
its  character  is  generally  appreciated,  the  moral 
sense,  the  proper  and  honorable  pride  of  an  enligh- 
tened people  will  revolt  at  the  injustice  of  such  a 
course. 

If  this  was  not  my  solemn  conviction;  if  I was 
not,  as  I believe,  fully  informed  as  to  the  intentions 
of  those  who  voted  lor  me  in  July,  and  of  their 
wishes  and  opinions  now  ; if  I could  be  convinced 
that  the  claimants  received  a majority  ofthe  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  at  the  November  election — 
cx parte  as  that  election  was,  and  without  opposing 
candidates — I would  at  once  close  this  controversy 
by  resigning  my  seat.  1 feel  satisfied  that  my  col- 
league would  pursue  the  same  course.  Although 
dislranchised  bj"  the  house,  and  prevented  from  be- 
ing candidates  by  their  resolution  declaring  us  mem- 
bers for  two  years,  if  the  claimants  had  presented 
themselves  here  with  a clear  and  properly  ascer- 
tained majority,  we  would  cheerfully  have  resigned 
our  places,  and  submitted  the  matter  to  the  people. 
Such,  however,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  the  case.  I 
believe  that  the  popular  will  in  Mississippi  was  ad- 
verse to  those  gentlemen  at  the  election,  and  that  it 
is  still  so  ; and  however  my  waning  health  or  incli- 
nations might  otherwise  influence  me,  my  duty  to 
those  who  have,  J'or  a series  of  years,  sustained  me 
with  large  and  uniform  majorities,  will  induce  me 
to  hold  my  seat  until  I am  ejected  by  the  verdict  of 
the  house'.  That  verdict  has  once  been  recorded  in 
our  favor;  and  I trust  the  house  will  pause  long 
before  reversing  it,  and  the  rights  and  equities  it 
carries  witli  it.  I trust  it  will  deliberate  Jong  before 
it  assumes  the  alarming  prerogative  of  appointing 
others  to  the  places  that  we  hold  by  the  votes  and 
will  of  the  PEOPLE  OF  A SOVEREIGN  STATE. 

Unable  to  defend  my  cause  in  person,  or  to  as- 
sert with  becoming  spirit  the  views  and  opinions  of 
a high-minded  constituency,  I appeal  to  the  house, 
through  you,  for  its  dispassionate  and  impartial 
judgment.  Regarding  it  as  a tribunal  too  grave  to 
be  influenced  by  passion,  and  too  just  to  render 
final  judgment  without  positive  knowledge  of  the 
facls,  I appeal  to  it.  not  for  my  colleague  and  my- 
self, but  for  those  we  represent;  not  for  the  empty 
honors  of  office,  but  for  justice  to  a people  jealous 
of  any  encroachment  on  their  rights. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBORNE. 
To  the  Hon.THos.  Glascock. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  proceedings  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  statement  of  Mr.  Clai- 
borne : 

Proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  democratic  members 
of  the  legislature,  and  others  of  the  party,  then  at 
the  city  of  Jackson,  held  in  the  senate  chamber  on 
the  evening  of  the  20 ill  inst. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling  the  hon. 
George  B.  Agustus,  senator  from  Noxubbee,  to  the 
chair,  as  president  of  the  meeting;  general  Arthur 
Fox.  member  from  Lawrence,  was  elected  vice  pre- 
sident; generel  A.  G.  Brown,  member  from  Co- 
piah, and  Clias.  M.  Price,  were  appointed  secreta- 
ries. 

Mr.  Besancon,  president  of  the  hoard  of  bank 
commissioners,  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 
VJhereas,  an  attempt  is  being  made  against  our  wor- 
thy representatives  in  congress,  Messrs.  Claiborne  and 
Gholson,  by  asserting  (hat  they  were  elecled  for  the 
called  session  only,  and  not  for  the  whole  25lh  congress, 
and  that  they  are  not  now  the  choice  of  the  people  of 
the  state  ; and  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  were  and  are  at  tins 
time  the  choice  of  a large  majority  of  this  state  ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  people  are  satisfied  with  the 
decision  of  congress  in  relation  to  the  seats  of  our  repre- 
sentatives,, this  meeting  is  of  the  opinion  that  Messrs. 
Claiborne  and  Gholson  would  disobey  the  wishes  of  a 
laage  majority  of  the  people  of  this  state  by  resigning 
their  seals  at  this  lime. 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  of  deception  which  has 
been  preferred  against  our  representatives,  relative  to  the 
duration  of  their  terms  of  service,  is  entirely  groundless 
and  wi'hout  foundation. 

Resolved,  That  in  voting  for  the  separation  of  the  go- 
vernment from  all  banking  institutions,  and  in  voting 
against  the  proposition  to  charter  a national  bank,  our 
representatives  have  acted  in  conformity  with  the  will  of 
a large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  state,  and  in  so 
doing  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HolLnd  of  Marshall. 

Resolved,  That  the  stand  taken  bv  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress,  against  the  discussion  of  sla- 
very, meets  our  hearty  approbation. 
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On  motion  of  Gen.  Brown,  of  Copiah, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  to 
resign  their  seats  in  congress  during  its  present  session, 
Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  would  leave  the  state 
entirely  without  representation  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  national  legislature ; and,  therefore,  the  people  do 
not  wish  or  expect  it. 

On  motion  of  general  Price,  of  Hinds, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to 
■whom  shall  be  submitted  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
meeting,  with  instructions  to  draft  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi,  more  fully  expressive  of  the  opinions 
of  this  meeting. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed 
to  constitute  said  commiltee  : Dr.  Hancock,  of  De 
Soto,  L.  A.  Besancon,  of  Natchez,  V.  C.  Howard, 
of  Jackson,  K.  S.  Holland,  of  Marshall,  and  Felix 
H.  Walker,  of  De  Soto. 

On  motion,  the  president,  vice  president,  and 
first  secretary,  were  added  to  the  committee  : the 
president  made  chairman  of  the  committee. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  the  democratic  papers  of  the  state, 
and  that  a copy  be  forwarded  to  our  representatives  in 
congress,  signed  by  the  officers  of  this  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Tucker, 
Besancon,  Holland,  Brown,  Harley,  Fox,  Howard, 
Butler,  Runnels,  Hancock,  Stone,  Walker,  Dow, 
Granberry,  and  Ellis,  respectively,  with  eloquence, 
power,  and  effect. 

“ GEO.  B.  AUGUSTUS,  president, 

ARTHUR  FOX,  vice  president. 

A.  G.  Bbown,  secretary. 

Cha3.  M.  Price,  assistant  secretary. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  asked  from  what  paper  the  clerk 
had  been  reading? 

The  clerk  responded,  “ The  Globe,” 

Mr.  Williams  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  edito- 
rial remarks  accompanying  the  article  which  had 
been  read;  and  this  request  was  refused  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote — Ayes  84,  noes,  90. 

Mr.  Glascock  said  that  the  manuscript  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  alluded  to  was  in 
the  house,  and  could  be  read,  it  desired. 

Mr.  McKay  suggested  a modification  of  his 
amendment  to  Mr.  Howard,  which  the  latter  ac- 
cepted, and  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

“ Resolved , That  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas 
J.  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  house  as  mem- 
bers of  the  25th  congress.” 

Mr.  Marlin  of  Alabama,  then  resumed  the  floor, 
and  spoke  seme  time  in  favor  of  the  amendment  as 
modified.  After  he  had  finished, 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  make  an  explanation  with  regard 
to  some  remarks  of  his  own,  alleged  by  Mr.  Rhett, 
of  South  Carolina,  to  have  been'used  by  himself, 
upon  a former  day  in  relation  to  the  influence  of 
Xvlr.  Legare  upon  his  colleagues.  He  considered 
this  to  have  been  a misapprehension,  as  he  could 
not  remember  any  remarks  which  he  had  made  that 
■were  liable  to  such  an  interpretation. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
adhere  to  his  former  course,  and  would  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Parker  of  New  York,  also  sustained  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  which 
•were  ordered;  and  the  call  was  ordered  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  Yeas  196,  nays  5. 

The  house  being  called,  Messrs,  Duncan,  Hamer, 
Kilgore,  and  Webster,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine, 
Mr?  Snyder  and  Mr.  May,  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Murray, 
of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Ripley,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Towns, 
of  Georgia,  were  found  absent.  Messrs.  Hamer, 
Kihore,  Murray,  Ripley,  Snyder,  and  Towns,  were, 
on  motion,  excused;  and  soon  after,  Messrs.  Smith, 
May,  Duncan,  and  Webster,  came  in. 

Mr.  Clowney,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor 
and 

Mr.  Wise  asked  him  to  yield  it,  to  enable  Mr 
Prentiss  to  address  the  house,  in  consequence  of  the 
communication  made  to  that  body  by  Mr.  Claiborne 
this  morning.  [Cries  of  no!  no!  followed  this  re- 
quest.] 

Mr.  Clowney,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  must 
reluctantly  refuse  this  request,  as  he  did  not  know 
when  he  should  obtain  the  same  opportunity  again 
He  then  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  expla 
nation  of  the  vote  he  should  give  in  favor  of  the 
claimants. 

Mr.  Robertson  withdrew  his  amendment  (to 
strike  out  “ not”  from  the  amendment  of  Mr 
Howard.) 

Mr.  Mams  asked  to  have  read,  at  the  clerk’: 
table,  the  15th  section  of  the  declaration  of  rights 
of  the  people  of  Mississippi;  which  was  ordered 
It  is  the  following  words: 

“Sec.  15.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws 


shall  be  exercised;  except  by  the  legislature,  or  its 
authority.” 

[Mr.  Murray,  of  Kentucky,  now  entered  the 
house.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Howard’s 
amendment,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS- — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Broadhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Churchill  C.  Cam- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J.Carter,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Clarke,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Ed  wards,  Farrington, Fairfield,  I.  Fletch- 
er, Foster, Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Win.  H.  Hun- 
ter, Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petriken, 
Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vandeveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell 
117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun, W.  B.  Campbell, 
Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clow- 
ney, Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Ellmore,  Everett,  Evans,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Greennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkings,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallo- 
ry, Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Rus- 
sell, Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stone,  Strat- 
ton, Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Un- 
derwood, White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherod 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  II.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke 
117. 

The  Chair  then  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howard,  further 
to  amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing : 

“ Resolved , That  the  Speaker  of  the  house  do  commu- 
nicate a copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi.’’ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurred  that  the  house  do 
agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended. 

A division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Underwood  : and 

The  question  was  put  that  the  house  do  agree  to 
the  first  mmber  of  the  resolution,  viz  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the 
3d  of  October,  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson 
and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  were  duly  elected  members 
of  the  25th  congress,  be  rescinded  ; and  that  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne  and  Samuel  Gholson  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  the  25th  congress.” 

And  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg.  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wil- 
liamTS.  Campbell,  William  B. Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da- 
vies, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fihnore,  Rice  Garland. 
Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Grantland 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall.  Halstead,  Harlan.  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  William  Herod,  Ogden 
Hoffman,  George  W.  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
■Tenefer,  Henry  Johnson.  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler. 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M 
Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay. 
McKennon,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell. 
M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Philips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsev,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, A.  H.  Shepnerd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert 
S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  York — 121. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton 
Beatty.  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  John  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletch- 
er, Foster,  Fry,  Gallop,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 


Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wil- 
liam H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jazeb 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble, Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis 
Martin,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Me 
Clure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, -.Morgan 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Penny 
backer,  Petrildn,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  rratt,  Prentiss 
Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tur- 
ney, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington  and 
Yell— 113. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  house  do 
agree  to  the  second  member  of  the  resolution,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas 
J.  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  house  as  mem- 
bers of  the  25th  congress.” 

And  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsail,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Broadhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  J.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J. 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis,  J. 
M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgome- 
ry, Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Payn- 
ter, Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shef- 
fer, Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandeveer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  Thomas 
Whittlesey,  J.  W .Williams,  Worthington,  Yell- — 118. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell. 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney, 
Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Ellmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Har- 
ter, Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hop- 
.ins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Mathias  Morris,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson. Patton,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phillips, Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgwaj',  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Rue 
sell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,.!  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  .T.  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke — 116. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  third  member 
of  the  resolution,  viz: 

“ That  the  Speaker  of  the  house  do  communicate  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  governor  ot  the 
state  of  Mississippi.” 

And  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng.  Timothy  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, 
Goode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins.  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  .1. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingen- 
smith, Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis,  James  M. 
Mason,  Martin.  McKav,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morns,  Muhlen- 
berg, Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter, Paynter  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Plu- 
mer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turnev.  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
A.  S.  White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington, Yell — 122. 

NA  YS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  Aye- 
rigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, Coffin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Jenifer,  Lawle.r,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury.  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey, 
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Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Toland.  Underwood,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 38. 

And  so  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the  3d 
of  October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J-  Gholson,  and 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  were  duly  elected  members  ol 
the  ‘25th  congress  be  rescinded;  and  that  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  &c.  &c. 

And  the  house  adjourned  at  half  past  six  o’clock 
until  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock,  meridian. 

Tuesday , February  6.  The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a letter  from  the  scretary  of  war,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1803,  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  general  returns 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  arms, 
accoutrements,  and  ammunition  for  the  year  1837. 

After  several  committees  had  made  reports,  &c. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  which 
proposed  to  add  to  the  standing  rules  of  the  house 
another  providing  that  the  states  should  be  called, 
in  order,  for  resolutions  once  a month. 

Leave  having  been  given, 

After  a desultory  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
Bell,  Mercer,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Haynes,  and  Bron- 
son, took  part,  the  resolution  was  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Haynes,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resloved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  the  house. 

All  the  states  and  territories  shall  be  called  on  each 
alternate  Mondays,  for  resolutions  during  each  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and,  if  necessary  to  secure  this 
object  on  said  days,  all  resolutions  which  shall  give 
rise  to  debate  shall  lie  over  for  discussion  under  the 
rules  of  the  house  already  established;  and  the 
whole  of  said  day  shall  be  appropriated  to  resolu- 
tions until  all  the  states  and  territories  are  called 
through. 

In  which  form  it  was  agreed  to.  It  is  therefore 
now  a standing  rule  of  the  house,  and  the  states  will 
be  called  over  for  resolutions  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rhctt  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  pay  to  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  the  same  compensation  per  diem 
and  mileage  that  is  allowed  to  members  of  congress, 
computing  the  per  diem  from  the  day  of  presenting  their 
claim  to  seats  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  objecting-^ 

Mr.  Rhelt  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  which 
was  agreed  to — ayes  100,  noes  not  counted. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
ution — 1 

Mr  Connor  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Griffin  of 
South  Carolina,  simultaneously  rose  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  said  that  no  gentleman 
in  that  house  could  be  more  willing  than  he  that 
the  gentlemen  named  in  the  resolution  should,  if  it 
were  proper,  be  allowed  their  expenses,  as  propos- 
ed; for  he  was  one  of  those  who  believed  that  they 
were  justly  entitled  to  the  seat3  which  they  had 
been  denied  on  this  floor,  having  been  legally  and 
constitutionally  elected.  But  he  also  held  that  this 
house  had  an  indisputable  right  to  decide  on  the 
election  and  qualification  of  its  own  members;  and 
the  house  had  decided  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word  were  not  members  of  this  body,  or  represen- 
tatives from  the  state  of  Mississippi.  If  not,  what 
right  could  the  house  posses  to  allow  them  their  per 
diem  and  travelling  expenses?  He  could  not  see 
that  such  a measure  was  justified  by  the  constitu- 
tion. The  constitution  was  not  a mere  permissive 
instrument;  it  spoke  that  it  might  command,  and 
commanded  that  it  might  be  obeyed.  Mr.  D.  here 
read  from  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution:  “The  senators  and  representatives 
shall  receive  a compensation  for  their  services,  to 
be  ascertained  by  law;  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States.”  What  was  a representative 
in  the  sense  of  this  passage?  One  who  had  been 
recognized  as  such  by  the  house  of  representatives. 
But  these  gentlemen  had  not  been  so  recognised, 
were  not  therefore  representatives,  and  could  not, 
rightfully,  receive  pay  as  such. 

Mr.  Wise  observed  that  this  was  the  resolution 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  at- 
tempted to  olfer  yesterday,  which  he  had  given 
notice  that  he  should  ask  leave  to  olfer  this  day. 

Mr.  W.  was  proud  and  happy  in  being  authorized 
by  Mr.  Prentiss  to  say,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
colleague,  to  this  house  and  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi, that  the  claims  of  the  people  of  Mississip- 
pi having  been  refused  by  that  house,  and  her  just 
and  constitutional  representation  denied  to  her,  he 
could  not  consent  to  have  his  own  personal  claims 
either  recognized  or  refused  as  distinct  from  hers; 
and  he  therefore  declared,  proudly,  that  he  would 
not  touch  a dollar  of  his  pay  until  the  rights  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi  had  been  recognised.  Mr.  W. 


said,  however,  that,  notwithstanding  this  honor- 
able disclaimer  on  the  part  of  that  gentleman,  he 
should  still  vote  to  allow  the  pay.  And  why?  Be- 
cause, according  to  Mr.  W’s  view  of  the  case,  that 
gentleman  was,  according  to  both  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  Missis- 
sippi, at  that  moment,  in  every  thing,  save  the 
oath  of  office,  as  much  a member  of  that  house  as 
Mr.  W.  w'as.  If  he  believed  otherwise  he  never 
would  vote  for  this  resolution.  On  that  point  he 
entirely  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Dawson;)  but  under  his  own  views  of  the 
case,  he  should  vote  the  pay.  The  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  might  accept  of  it,  or  not,  as  he  pleased. 
He  repeated,  however,  that  gentleman’s  own  de- 
claration, that  he  was  too  proud  to  touch  the  pay 
without  discharging  the  duties  of  a member. 

Mr  Mams  wished  to  understand  from  the  gentle- 
man, from  Georgia,  how  it  was  that  he  considered 
the  principles  he  had  laid  down  as  applicable  to 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  and  not  to  Messrs. 
Prentiss  ane  Word. 

Mr.  Dawson  explained  (though  in  so  Iowa  voice 
as  scarce  to  be  heard  by  the  reporter.)  He  W'as 
understood  to  say  that  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clai- 
borne had  been  sworn,  and  had  been  pronounced, 
by  a vote  of  (he  house  duly  elected;  and  as  he  held 
the  house  to  have  the  sole  right  of  judging  respect- 
iag  the  election  and  qualification  of  it  own  mem- 
bers, he  felt  bound  to  submit  to  its  decision,  and 
therefore  to  recognise  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clai- 
borne entitled  to  their  pay,  while  the  other  gentle- 
men were  not,  being,  in  both  respects,  in  precisely 
opposite  circumstances. 

Mr.  Mams.  I do  not  understand  the  force  of  this 
distinction.  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were 
sworn,  under  a decision  of  the  house,  declaring 
them  duly  elected,  which  decision  has  since  been 
pronounced  unconstitutional,  null,  and  void,  and  has 
been  rescinded  as  such.  On  what  ground  then,  is 
it  that  they  are  to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  their 
compensation  and  indemnity,  while  the  same  is  to 
be  withheld  from  those  wdio  come  here  with  real 
credentials,  which  they  produce,  and  which  are  duly 
authenticated  by  the  governor  and  the  broad  seal 
of  the  state,  but  who  were  denied  their  seats  in  the 
house  by  a majority  of  one?  On  what  principle 
this  distinction  can  be  made,  T confess  I am  not 
able  to  comprehend.  The  substance  of  the  argu- 
ment sets  a decision  of  this  house  over  both  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  land;  and  that  is  precisely 
the  ground  on  which  I hold,  and  always  have  held, 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  3d  of  October,  as 
null  and  void,  and  in  which  I hold  the  resolution 
adopted  last  night  to  be  equally  so.  They  are  both 
utterly  unconstitutional,  null,  and  void,  and  are  in 
no  wise  binding  on  the  people  of  Mississippi,  or 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  by  virtue  of  any  express  law  that  gentle- 
men taking  their  seats  here  are  entitled  to  compen- 
sation and  indemnity.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia does  not  contend  that  there  is  any  necessity, 
under  law,  to  pay  them  as  if  they  had  been  duly 
elected;  and  yet.  though  there  is  no  law  for  that,  he 
thinks  it  proper  to  allow  those  who,  as  he  admits, 
were  not  duly  elected,  their  pay  and  mileage,  while 
he  holds  it  not  proper  to  allow  it  to  those  who  were 
duly  elected,  and  why?  Because  the  one  setof  gen- 
tlemen were  recognised  by  a vote  afterwards  re- 
scinded, and  the  other  set  were  rejected  by  a ma- 
jority of  one  vote. 

Mr.H7.se.  Of  half  a vote.  (A  laugh.) 

Mr.  A.  I have  no  disposition  to  contest  the 
right  of  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clabiorne  to  repre- 
sent the  people  of  Mississippi  for  the  whole  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress,  when  not  one  of  the  people 
of  Mississippi  voted  for  them  with  any  such  inten- 
tion. Nor  do  I object  to  their  receiving  their  pay. 
I desire  not  to  be  understood  as  objecting,  in  the 
slightest  manner,  to  their  receiving  their  full  pay  to 
the  last  cent.  But  I call  upon  this  house  (if  I am  to 
call  in  vain  upon  the  gentleman  from  Georgia)  to 
point  out  the  distinction  on  which  these  individuals 
shall  receive  it,  and  the  others  not,  who,  I say,  are 
as  legally  the  representatives,  in  this  house,  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  as  I am  a representative  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  with  this  simple  difference, 
that  I was  admitted  without  the  production  or  exhi- 
bition of  any  credentials  at  all,  and  these  gentlemen 
did  produce  and  exhibit  full  credentials,  in  due  and 
authentic  form.  The  gentleman,  it  is  plain,  rests 
on  the  decision  of  this  house;  that  is,  upon  the 
election,  by  this  house,  of  persons  to  represent  the 
people  of  Mississippi;  and  I understand  the  gentle- 
man, (though  he  did  not  now  say  so  in  express 
words,)  from  the  tenor  of  his  argument  when  this 
question  was  under  discussion  before,  that  the 
house,  being  the  judge  of  the  election,  qualifica- 
tion, and  returns,  of  its  own  members,  possesses  an 
unlimited,  unqualified,  unbounded  power  to  admit 


whom  it  pleases  within  these  walls,  whether  elected 
by  the  people  of  a state  or  not. 

[The  chair  here  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr. 
Adams  that  the  question  having  been  decided  yes- 
terday, was  not  now  open  to  debate,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  answer,  now,  arguments 
which  were  urged  then.] 

Mr.  A.  resumed.  Suppose,  then,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  lias  given  as  his  reason  for  op- 
posing this  resolution  that  the  house  has  power  to 
decide  as  it  pleases,  and  having  decided  lor  Messrs. 
Gholson  and  Claiborne,  they  are  entitled  to  their 
pay,  while  those  who  were  duly  elected,  but  ex- 
cluded by  the  house,  are  not  entitled.  I suppose 
that  he  holds  that  until  the  decision  of  the  3d  of 
October,  was  rescinded,  it  was  binding  on  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  Mississippi  and  in  the 
the  United  States.  I hold  the  reverse. 

[Here  the  chair  again  interposed,  and  reminded 
Mr.  A.  as  before,  that  this  question  was  not  now 
open  to  argument.] 

Mr.  A.  Well,  I will  endeavor  to  keep  within  the 
pale  of  order  as  well  as  I can.  I ask,  why  are  not 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  entitled  to  their  pay? 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  because  by  a de- 
cision of  the  house  they  have  not  been  received  as 
members,  while  the  others  have. 

Mr.  Dawson  here  again  explained.  Under  the 
constitution,  members  alone  weredo  receive  com- 
pensation; the  house  had  declared"  Messrs.  Pren- 
tiss and  Word  not  to  be  members,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  vote  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Mams.  Yes,  I still  understand  that  he  ad- 
heres to  the  decision  of  this  house,  admitting  Messrs. 
Gholson  and  Claiborne,  as  the  reason  why  they  are 
entitled  to  their  pay;  although  that  resolution  was 
rescinded,  and  the  house  has  declared  that  Gholson 
and  Claiborne  are  not,  and  of  course  never  were, 
members  of  this  house.  Now,  I say,  that  if  the 
resolution  of  the  3d  of  October,  declaring  them 
members,  was  a nullity,  it  was  a nullity  so  far  as  to 
destroy  their  claim  to  pay.  I look  for  an  equitable 
distinction  (there  can  be  none  other)  between  the 
cases;  an  equitable  reason  why  one  should  get  the 
pay  and  the  other  not. 

As  to  whether  the  gentlemen  from  Mississippi 
will  receive  the  money,  or  not,  that  is  not  a ques- 
tion for  this  house;  it  is  no  question  for  my  con- 
sideration; that  is  their  own  affair.  What  I have 
to  consider  is,  whether  these  gentlemen  are  entitled 
to  receive  it,  after  they  have  Jcome  here,  sent  by 
the  people  of  Mississippi,  under  every  provision  of 
the  constitution  and  of  the  laws,  and  this  house  has 
refused  to  admit  them!  It  would  surely  be  the 
most  extraordinary  thing  in  the  world,  if  compen- 
sation for  their  expenses  and  time,  in  fulfilling  the 
will  of  the  people  of  their  state,  shall  be  refused 
them,  while  it  is  allowed  to  those  whom  this  house 
has  pronounced  not  to  be  the  representatives  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  he  should  vote  to  pay  both 
parties.  Whose  rights,  he  asked,  were  in  contro- 
versy? The  rights  of  the  people  of  (he  United 
States,  and  especially  of  the  state  of  Mississippi. 
At  whose  expense  was  til's  question  to  be  contest- 
ed? Surely  at  the  expense  of  the  people.  li  the 
question  was  of  so  doubtful  a complexion  that  it 
was  decided  but  by  a majority  of  one  vote,  and  the 
people  were  contending  for  their  rights,  (they  ask- 
ed no  more)  the  expense  of  testing  these  rights 
ought  to  be  paid  for  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
tenders, namely,  the  people.  Through  whom  could 
they  contend,  if  not  through  the  candidates  for 
seats  here?  But  if  these  candidates  were  to  be  sad- 
dled with  their  own  expenses,  who  would  be  found 
willing  to  run  the  risk?  Some  gentleman  had 
asked,  was  the  house  to  pay  the  expenses  af  any 
persons  that  chose  to  come  here  and  claim  g seat? 
Certainly  not.  But  here  was  a case  where  the 
claims  were  so  fair  on  both  sides,  and  so  evenly 
balanced,  that  the  matter  was  decided  by  a bare 
majority  of  one,  (or,  as  his  colleage  said,  half  a 
one.)  As  to  the  pride  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  Mr.  B.  trusted  in  God  that  none  of 
the  parties  would  have  any  pride  about  the  matter, 
save  in  contending  for  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  But,  pride  or  no  pride,  he  hoped  they 
would  be  paid.  One  set  of  claimants  certainly  had 
the  form,  but  it  was  just  as  clear  to  him  that  the 
other  set  had  the  substance.  His  vote  had  gone 
for  the  substance.  But  he  would  never  vote  to 
compel  them  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 

Mr.  Wise  here  oifered  an  amendment  providing 
that  congress  should  pay  the  people  of  Mississippi 
the  expenses  of  an  election  which  had  been  caused 
by  the  error  of  that  house.  He  then,  to  prevent 
misunderstanding,  and  obviate  the  idea  that  he 
meant  to  be  ill-natured  to  the  speaker,  explained 
what  he  had  meant  by  saying  that  the  question  last 
night  had  been  decided  by  “half  a vote.”  He  had 
alluded,  not  to  the  speaker,  but  to  the  representa- 
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tive  from  Arkansas,  (Mr.  Yell,)  whose  claim  to  a 
seat  stood  on  precisely  the  same  ground  with  that 
of  these  claimants.  It  was  a striking*  fact  that  the 
vote  had  been  brought  to  a tie  by  the  vote  of  the 
member  from  Arkansas,  who,  in  the  very  act  of 
trying  the  question  of  Prentiss  and  Word,  disquali- 
fied himself.  He  took  one  step  on  land  and  the 
very  next  into  the  water:  his  own  vote  went  to  ex- 
clude himself;  and  yet  it  was  that  very  vole  which 
made  the  tie,  and  enabled  the  speaker  to  give  the 
casting  vote.  Deduct  this  vote  and  Messrs  Pren- 
tiss and  Word  were  entitled  to  their  seats  at  this 
moment.  Mr.  W.  did  not  impugn  the  right  of  the 
gentleman  from  Arkansas,  or  mean  in  the  least  to 
reflect  upon  him.  According  to  that  gentleman’s 
explanation  of  the  matter,  he  had  a right  to  his 
seat;  but  according  to  the  principle  of  the  decision 
ef  the  house,  he  had  not,  and  ought  now  to  be 
wending  his  way  back  to  Arkansas,  in  company 
with  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word. 

Mr.  W.  said  the  house  was  taking  advantage  of 
its  own  wrong  if  it  rejected  the  resolution.  And 
as  to  the  amendment,  certainly  thestate  of  Missis- 
sippi had  had  enough  in  paying  for  two  elections 
already  ; as  the  house  had  now  forced  her  into  a 
third,  the  house  ought  to  pay  her  for  it. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  amendment  was  a 
distinct  and  substantive  proposition,  and  did  not 
adhere  to  the  resolution;  it  was  therefore,  as  an 
amendment,  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  not  insist.  He  had  sup- 
posed it  to  be  in  pari  materi,  a part  of  the  res  gestee 
of  this  remarkable  affair. 

Mr.  Hopkins  of  Virginia,  alluding  to  the  amount 
of  time  already  consumed  by  the  debate,  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained  by  the  house — ayes 
71,  noes  61. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  carried, 
and  the  question  on  the  resolution,  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  136,  nays  41. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  the  speaker  was  requested 
to  appoint  a member  of  that  committee,  vice  Mr. 
Claiborne. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  announced,  Mr. 
Evans  said  there  was  an  executive  communication 
on  the  table,  relative  to  the  northeastern  boundary, 
and  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  a citizen  of 
Maine  by  the  British  authorities,  which  had  been 
postponed  some  days  ago,  and  had  not  yet  been  act- 
ed upon.  He  would  not,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the 
day,  ask  for  its  consideration,  but  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow,  at  1 o’clock,  when  it  would  be  in  or- 
der, and  would  have  precedence  in  the  orders  of  the 
day,  he  should  move  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Cashing  moved  to  take  up  and  refer  an  ex- 
ecutive message,  on  the  table  oi  the  house,  giving 
information  concerning  the  extreme,  western  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  Mr.  C.  said  that  Great 
Britain  was,  at  the  present  moment,  pursuing,  or  at 
least  permitting,  a series  of  gross  encroachments 
on  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States; 
encroachments  flagrant,  palpable,  monstrous,  which 
it  was  time  the  whole  nation  should  understand. 

The  message  was  accordingly  taken  up,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  thestate 
of  the  union,  Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  C.  took  up  and  considered  the  “bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1838.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  a brief  explanation  of  the 
reason  ofthe  increase  of  $'500,000  in  this  bill  over 
that  last  year,  owing  to  the  addition  of  1,300  new 
pensioners.  After  being  amended  in  one  of  its 
provisions,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee 
then  took  up  the  “biil  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1838,”  and  the  same  having  been 
read  through  by  the  clerk,  was  taken  up  by  sec- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shepperd,  the  following  item 
was  stricken  out. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement 
at  the  treasury,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

When  the  appropriations  for  the  salaries  of  cer- 
tein  foreign  ministers  were  read, 

Mr.  Everett  said  the  bill  contained  no  appropria- 
tio'h  for  the  salary  of  a minister,  to  Mexico.  He 
asked  whether  the  appropriation  of  $18,000  of  the 
last  session  for  that  mission  remained  unexpended; 
if  expended,  he  should  wish  an  appropriation  made 
now. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  that  the  appropriation 


was  unexpended,  and  would  be  applicable  to  the  ob- 
ject for  two  years. 

When  the  clause  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of 
public  ministers  was  read, 

Mr.  Jenifer  wished  to  know  if  the  appointments 
of  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria  bad  been  filled 
up,  or  if  it  was  in  contemplation  to  do  so,  because, 
if  not,  it  would  be  needless  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  had  been  informed,  though  he 
knew  nothing  certain  about  it,  tnat  such  appoint- 
ments were,  or  one  of  them  was,  in  contempla- 
tion. 

After  some  further  conversation  in  relation  to 
some  of  the  other  items  of  the  bill,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  first  bill  to  the  house  ; when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  7.  A number  of  committees 
made  reports,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

When  the  committees  upon  the  public  and  other 
expenditures  were  called  for  reports,  Mr.  Wise,  re- 
peated his  interrogatory,  made  the  other  day,  in 
relation  to  the  sessions  and  action  of  those  com- 
mittees; but  no  reply  was  elicited. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  as  many  temporary  clerks  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  report  during  the  present 
session  the  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  12th  day  of  Oc- 
tober last  in  relation  to  public  defaulters. 

Mr.  Garland  explained,  as  the  reason  for  offering 
the  resolution,  that  the  solicitor  ofthe  treasury  had 
reported  that  he  had  not  force  in  his  office  sufficient 
to  comply  with  the  call  made  by  the  house  at  the 
late  extra  session:  the  object  of  this  resolution  was 
to  supply  that  want. 

Mf.  Wise  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
fact  that  the  defalcations  were  so  numerous  that 
even  an  account  of  their  number  could  not  bt  given 
without  additional  clerks  to  do  the  writing. 

Mr.  McKay  objected  to  the  form  of  the  resolu- 
tion. The  house  could  not,  by  its  simple  resolution, 
augment  the  number  of  clerks  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  to  his  colleague  to  make  a 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Garland  complied,  and  so  modified  his  reso- 
lution. The  department  had  already  complied  vviltl 
tile  two  first  objects  in  the  call  of  September.  He 
had  given  a list  of  defaulters,  and  the  amount  of 
their  defalcations.  What  was  now  wanting  was 
the  correspondence  with  the  various  agents  of  the 
government  connected  with  these  defalcations. 
Mr.  G.  would  not  disguise  the  reason  why  he  was 
solicitous  to  get  this  correspondence.  There  was 
a grand  scheme  proposed  for  a sub-treasury.  His 
own  attitude,  in  respect  to  that  scheme,  was  well 
known.  He  had  not,  and  should  not,  conceal  it. 
And  he  was  desirous  of  this  correspondence  as  a 
means  of  showing  the  infinite  difficulties  already 
experienced  by  government  from  the  employment 
of  individual  agencies  in  the  keeping  of  public 
moneys;  and  how  much  they  exceeded  all  that  had 
ever  occurred  with  state  banks. 

This  joint  resolution  was- read  twice,  and  then 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  he  would  give  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  his  most  cordial  snpport  in 
the  attainment  of  his  object,  hut  he  objected  to  the 
document  which  had  been  published,  containing  the 
names  of  the  alleged  defaulters.  Some  of  those 
were  improperly  represented  as  defaulters,  and 
a few  of  these  cases  were  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng. 

Mr.  Garland  did  not  know  how  many  innocent 
persons  might  have  been  wrongly  blamed  in  this 
manner,  but  he  believed  not  near  so  many  as  the 
guilty  who  were  not  exposed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some  retort,  imputing  a 
similar  delinquency  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  McKcnnan  made  some  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  cases  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and  re- 
ferred lo  some  others  which  should  have  been,  but 
were  not  included,  in  the.  list  furnished. 

Mr.  Garland  said  that  these  cases  were  already 
before  the  house  in  another  shape. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  ofthe  proposed  resolution.  The  information 
sought  for  he  thought  valuable.  It  would  show  what 
hereafter  would  be  the  modus  operandi  of  quasi  sub  - 
treasury officeis,  by  exposing  the  defalcations  of 
former  ones.  It  would  prevent  the  government 
from  being  permitted  again  to  run  into  similar  diffi- 
culties, and  would  save  the  country  more,  by  ten- 
fold, than  it  could  cost  to  procure  it. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
cases  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Cambreleng.,  and  hoped  the 
proposed  inquiry  would  be  thoroughly  insisted  upon 
and  completed. 


Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  transmitting  a report  from  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  prepared  in  obedience  lo  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
7th  of  December  last,  requiring  information  as  to 
the  causes  which  have  delayed  the  outfit  and  pre- 
paration of  the  south  sea  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  refer  it  to  ihe  committee 
on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  refer  it  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cushman’s  motion  having  the  precedence, 
was  put,  and  prevailed. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  printing  of  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  message.  This  motion  lies  over  one 
day, 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  expediency  of 
taking  up  this  subject,  instead  of  proceeding  to  the 
further  discussion  of  the  appropriation  bills,  be- 
tween Messrs.  Evans  and  Cambreleng,  the  former 
gentleman,  according  to  notice  given  yesterday, 
called  up  the  message  of  the  president,  in  relation 
to  the  northeastern  boundary  line,  and  the  impri- 
sonment of  Mr.  Greely,  by  British  authority. 

Mr.  Evans  asked  leave  to  introduce  a bill  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter. 

This  motion  was  objected  to,  and  being  objected 
to,  requires  a day’s  notice  belbre  it  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Evans  then  moved  to  refer  the  message  and 
documents  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  following  bill : 

A bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  cause  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
S'ates  and  the  adjacentJ3ritish  province,  from  the  source 
of  the  St.  Croix  river  directly  north  to  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean 
from  these  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  thence 
along  said  highlands,  from  the  northward  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  to  the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut 
river,  as  particularly  defined  in  the  treaty  of  peace  con- 
cluded at  Paris  /the  3d  day  of  September,  1783,  to  be 
accurately  surveyed  and  marked,  and  suitable  monu- 
ments to  be  erected  thereon,  at  such  points  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  and  important. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, if,  in  his  judgment,  it  shall  be  necessary,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  services  of  the  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  one  commissioner  and  one.  sur- 
veyor, v.  ho  shall  perform  such  duties,  respectively,  as 
may  be  assigned  to  them  by  the  President,  and  who  may 
employ  such  assistants,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent, as  shall  be  necessary,  and  who  shall  make  an  exact 
return  of  their  proceedings  to  the  president,  together 
with  a correct  map  of  the  country,  over  which  said  line 
passes,  exhibiting  the  prominent  points  obits  topography, 
and  the  location  of  its  marks  aVid  monuments  by  them 
made  and  erected. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  compensation 
of  said  commissioner  and  surveyor  shall  be  respectively 
at  the  ra'e  of dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  Evans  supported  his  proposition  at  length, 
in  a very  able  and  interesting  .speech,  a full  report 
of  which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Evans,  without  concluding  his  remarks,  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  Lincoln,  who  moved  an  adjournment,  and 
who  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  at  whose  request  the  bill  appro- 
priating the  payment  of  Ihe  pensioners  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  yesterday  reported  with 
an  amendment  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Bell  made  objection  to  the  appropriation  of 
more  money  for  pensioners  than  the  amount  which 
actually  accrues  in  each  year.  The  amount  was 
susceptible  of  precise  estimate.  He  was  for  the 
payment  of  the  unexpended  balances  in  the  hands 
of  pension  agents,  moneys  already  appropriated, 
before  additional  appropriations  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  made. 

Mr.  Cambreling  made  some  explanations. 

Mr.  Curtis  stated  that,  pension  agents  having  no 
pay,  it  had  been  Ihe  policy  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment to  pay  the  pension  money  six  months  in  ad- 
vance, in  order  to  give  these  officers  the  use  of  it. 
And  he  alluded  to  tire  recent  elelalcation  arising  out 
of  this  policy  in  Boston,  in  the  failure  of  the  com- 
monwealth bank. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  blamed  such  a course,  if  it  had 
been  pursued  by  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  and 
lie  thought  it  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  It  was  a 
proof  of  the  impolicy  of  the  government’s  having 
any  thing  to  do  with  banks,  in  any  way. 

Some  conversation  arose  upon  alleged  abuses  in 
the  mode  of  paying  the  pensions,  between  Messrs. 
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Wise,  Cambreleng,  Dell,  Haynes,  and  Dawson,  and  i 
the  latter  moved  an  adjournment,  which  motion 
prevailed. 

Thursday,  Feb.  8.  After  several  committees  had 
made  reports, 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  prevent 
the  abatement  of  suits  and  actions  now  pending,  in 
which  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  may  be  a 
party. 

[The  bill  as  it  came  from  the  senate  is  as  follows: 

“ Be  it  enacted,  efc.  That  no  suit,  action,  judgment,  or 
decree,  now  pending  and  unsatisfied,  in  which  die  late 
bank  of  the  United  Suites  is  a party,  plaintifl  or  defen- 
dant, shall  abate,  or  be  discontinued,  or  dismissed,  by 
reason  of  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  af.er  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charier,  limited  by  the  21st  section  of 
the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  said  bank,  for  the  use  ot 
the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity  ot  said  bank, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  li- 
quidation of  the  affairs  and  accounts  ot  the  corporation, 
but  all  such  suits,  actions,  judgments  and  decrees  shall 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  final  judgment,  execution,  sa- 
tisfaction, and  settlement,  as  if  the  said  two  years  had 
not  expired.”] 

Mr.  Robertson  reported  two  amendments  to  the 
bill;  tile  one  to  insert  after  the  word  “unsatisfied” 
the  words  “which  shall  be  pending  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next ; the  other,  to  insert  before  the 
words  “ a party  plaintiff”  the  words  “or  may  be.” 

Mr.  Mams  inquired  why  the  committee  had 
made  no  provision  in  their  amendments  in  respect 
to  suits  pending  after  the  3d  of  March,  as  well  as 
prior  to  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Robertson,  replied  that  that  subject  had  been 
under  consideration  in  the  committee;  but,  as  it 
was  the  general  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  any  provision  of  that  kind  would  give 
rise  to  debate,  and  would  delay  arid  might  endan- 
ger the  passage  of  the  bill,  they  had  concluded  not 
to  report  any  amendment  to  that  elfect. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  made  the  inquiry  because, 
as  the  amendment  and  bill  now  stood,  they  seemed 
to  imply  that  no  suit  could  be  instituted  against  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  its  favor,  after  the 
4th  of  March  next.  He  considered  that  a very  im- 
portant question  ; and  so  important,  that  he  should 
propose  to  have  the  bill  recommitted,  that  the  com- 
mittee might  mote  fully  consider  it.  As  the  amend- 
ment now  stood,  it  seemed  to  make  the  tacit  ad- 
mission, that  all  suits- in  which  the  bank  was  con- 
cerned, and  which  did  not  terminate  before  the  3d 
of  March  next,  would  ipso  facto  abate,  and  that 
no  legal  remedy  could  afterwards  be  had  against  the 
bank  ; it  raised  a question  of  law,  whether  the  bill 
ought  not  to  go  farther.  So  far  as  public  notoriety 
went,  (and  Mr.  A.  pretented  to  know  nothing  of 
the  matter  beyond  what  he  saw  in  the  newspapers,) 
so  far  as  notoriety  weirt,  there  were  now  some  six 
or  seven  millions  of  the  bills  of  the  old  bank  of  the 
United  States  in  circulation,  for  which  the  present 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  was  consi- 
dered as  responsible;  but,  if  tire  time  limited  in 
this  bill  should  be  suffered  by  the  holders  of  these 
bills  to  elapse,  what  would  be  . the  condition  of  those 
individuals  ? They  would  have  no  security  from 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  re- 
demption of  those  bills  at  anytime;  they  would 
have  to  depend  entirely  on  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  that  body,  for  aught  we  knew,  might 
release  the  bank  from  its  liability.  He  hoped  both 
the  judiciary  committee  and  the  house  would  con- 
sider the  subject  maturely  and  gravely.  Unless 
something  further  should  be  done,  it  would  be  said 
“the  old  bank  of  the  United  Slates  is  beyond  your 
jurisdiction  after  the  3rd  of  March;  and  the  proof 
of  this  is,  that  you  have  passed  a law  which  stops 
at  that  day,  and  looks  not  beyond  it.”  It  was  a le- 
gal question  whether  the  suits  referred  to  in  the 
bill  would  abate,  if  no  such  bill  should  pass. 

Mr.  A.  assumed  that  the  senate  and  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary,  who  ought  to  be  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  matter,  were  right  in  supposing  that 
the  passage  of  such  a bill  was  necessary  to  prevent 
the  abatement  of  all  suits  on  the  3d  of  March.  But 
if  they  were,  and  these  suits  would  then  abate,  a 
fortiori,  was  it  necessary  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  should  extend  beyond  the  3d  of  March?  The 
provision  might  easily  be  made  by  adding  another 
section  to  the  bill.  As  to  the  reason  which  had 
been  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Robertson,)  for  not  reporting  such  a 
section,  viz.  that  it  might  endanger  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  it  was  insufficient  and  inadmissible.  Mr. 
A.  did  not  see  how  it  was  (o  endanger  the  bill;  nor 
could  he  perceive  why  such  a provision  was  not 
just  as  important  and  as  necessary  as  any  portion  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  observed,  in  reply,  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  decide  the  legal 
question  whether  existing  suits  would  or  would  not 
abate  on  the  3d  of  March,  if  no  3uch  bill  should 


pass.  Tne  bill  had  been  introduced  from  abund- 
ant caution;  and,  as  the  3d  of  March  was  at  hand, 
it  was  important  that  the  bill,  if  it  passe'd  at  all, 
should  pass  at  once.  Should  it  turn  out  that  suits 
did  abate  lor  want  of  it,  great  difficulties  would  ne- 
cessarily ensue.  The  idea  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  been  dis- 
tinctly brought  before  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  there  was  a diversity  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  it.  Some  of  the  members  were  not  willing  that 
suits  should  be  brought  after  the  3d  of  March  next 
either  for  or  against  the  bank;  others  were  willing 
that  they  should  be  brought  against  the  bank,  but 
not  in  its  favor;  and,  in  consequence,  it  had  been 
agreed  to  report  the  amendments  without  entering 
on  that  point  at  all.  lie  hoped  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  would  sutler  the  bill 
to  pass;  and,  if  he  still  deemed  it  important,  he 
might  the n introduce  a resolution  directing  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  bringing  in  a bill  to  elfect  the  object. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  mat- 
ter beyond  the  limits  of  propriety,  or  so  as  to  endan- 
ger the  passage  of  the  bill.  Whether  the  bank 
should  not  be  allowed  to  sue  after  the  3d  of  March 
would  be  an  equitable  consideration  for  the  commit- 
tee to  decide  on;  that  was  not  his  motive;  what  he 
aimed  at  was  to  have  the  holders  of  bills  secured. — 
He  did  not  undertake  to  say  whether  such  a provi- 
sion would  be  necessary  to  effect  that  object.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  stated  that  the  present 
bill  had  been  introduced  ex  abundanii  cautione.  Mr. 
A.  was  willing  that  it  should  pass,  but  he  wished 
that  it  should  go  further;  he  wished  that  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  bank  should  be  enabled  to  recover 
against  it  as  well  after  as  before  the  3d  of  March. 
What  he  feared  was,  that  this  bill  would  raise  the 
imnlication  that  they  had  no  right  to  sue.  alter  that 
time.  If  the  bill  was  necessary  as  it  stood,  a fortiori, 
it  was  necessary  to  extend  it.  Of  the  right  of  the 
bank  to  issue  the  notes  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United 
States  he  should  express  no  opinion;  he  would  not 
enter  upon  that  question,  but  he  wanted  every  cre- 
ditor of  the  banlc  to  have  the  full  support  of  the 
United  States  government  to  recover  his  debts 
against  it.  It  also  seemed  equitable  to  grant  to  the 
bank  itself  a like  extension  in  point  oEtirne,  as  an 
act  of  reciprocal  justice. 

He  would  move  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  and 
desired  the  question  to  be  taken;  if  the  motion 
should  fail,  he  would  then  submit  another  motion. 

Mr.  Cilley  stated  that  the  amendments  had  been 
reported  by  a quorum  of  the  judiciary  committee, 
but  there  had  not  been  a full  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers. He  desired  that  they  should  have  fuller  time 
to  consider  the  question.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  correctly  observed,  the  fact  that 
the  bank  had  issued  a large  amount  of  the  notes  of 
the  old  bank  of  the  United  States  forced  itself  into 
the  consideration  of  the  present  subject.  He 
thought  tlmre  ought  to  be  some  remedy  provided  to 
the  holders  of  such  bills. 

The  gentleman  from  Mass,  had  declined  express- 
ing any  opinion  whether  this  conduct  of  the  bank 
was  proper  or  not:  but  though  that  gentleman  was 
unwilling  to  commit  himself  here  on  that  point, 
Mr.  C.  was  well  assured  he  must,  in  his  conscience 
disapprove  of  such  a course.  And  Mr.  C.  would 
appeal  to  all  the  friends  of  equal  rights  and  of  a con- 
stitutional currency,  whether  this  abuse  of  power 
should  be  tolerated?  Was  it  to  be  borne  that  this 
institution  should  put  into  circulation  atlood  of  hills 
ofthe  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  bring 
all  the  state  banks  intoastate  of  indebtedness  to  it, 
and  prevent  them  thereby  from  resuming  specie 
payments?  The  question  now  suggested  was, 
whether  congress  should  continue  to  the  bank  tile 
right  to  sue,  and  to  the  people  the  right  to  sue  it  for 
an  indefinite  time?  He  trusted  the  house  would 
would  pause  before  they  took  such  a step.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that 
this  bill  did  raise  the  implication  that  no  suit  could 
run  on  over  the  3d  of  March  next.  And  if  the  cor- 
poration was  then  dead,  and  its  paper  would  then 
expire,  what  harm  was  there  in  saying  so?  Mr.  C. 
attributed  the  fact  of  the  bank  issuing  these  old 
notes  to  weakness.  She  never  would  make  this 
spurious  and  debased  issue  if  she  could  do  better. 
Her  conceivable  apology  was  inability-  to  do  other- 
wise. This  state  of  things  must  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  a single  moment  beyond  such  inability. 
The  banks  sending  speculating  agenls  abroad  and 
chattering  in  stocks  was  all  evidence  of'its  weakness: 
it  wanted  to  shift  olf  its  bad  bargains  on  other  peo- 
ple. It  was  time  the  people  had  their  attention  call- 
ed to  the  proceedings  of  this  institution,  which  he 
pronounced  to  be  in  defiance  of  all  law  and  all  mo: 
rality.  Her  spouting  out  these  old  bills  was  but  a 
symptom  that  she  was  getting  very  weak,  and  must 
soon  go  down.  But  light  would,  ere  long,  break  in 
upon  the  history  of  her  proceeding.  A gentle- 


man near  him  (Mr.  Wise)  had  yesterday  said  that 
the  long  list  of  defaulters  which  bad  been  laid 
upon  the  table  shed  a ray  of  light  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  administration;  if  that  gentleman 
would  (urn  his  attention  to  what  was  transpiring  in 
a certain  quarter  at  the  north,  he  would  see  the 
.signs  of  a flood  of  light  soon  to  pour  in  upon  the 
course  of  that  favorite  of  his. 

[The  chair  here  interposed  and  reminded  Mr. 
Cilley  that  he  was  departing  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  house.] 

He  then  made  a few  more  remarks,  repeating,  in 
substance,  what  he  had  before  urged,  and  express- 
ing his  hope  that  the  house  would  pause  before  it 
would  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  He  was,  however,  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment. 

Mr.  Loinis,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  concurred 
in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  take  some  course  to  prevent 
the  banks  from  forcing  its  bills  upon  the  commun- 
ity after  its  charter  had  ceased;  but  the  mode  pro- 
posed would  not  bear  examination.  The  govern- 
ment could  not  authorise  suits  against  a corporation, 
after  its  charter  had  expired,  in  any  other  way  than 
by  continuing  the  corporation.  Unless  it  survived, 
there  was  nobody  to  be  sued.  It  had  but  a legal 
existence;  when  that  ceased,  the  corporation  ceased. 
Some  proper  mode  should  be  devised  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  present  state  of  things. 

Mr.  L.  had  received,  within  a few  days,  a letter 
from  one  of  his  constituents,  stating  that  $42,0(10 
worth  of  the  old  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  put  forth  in  his  own  neighborhood, 
lor  the  purchase  of  produce;  and  that  the  holders 
began  to  be  alarmed,  and  were  desirous  to  know 
how  they  could  enforce  their  demand  against  the 
bank.  Mr.  L.  had  been  at  considerable  loss  how 
to  answer  the  inquiry.  He  bad  suggested  that  the 
only  expedient  made  was  by  getting  some  corpora- 
tion into  possession  of  so  many  of  these  spurious 
bills  as  would  induce  it  to  file  a bill  in  chancery,  and 
thus  try  its  remedy  against  the  bank.  It  was  clear 
that  no  action  at  law  would  lie  against  a defunct 
corporation;  nor  could  any  action  be  commenc- 
ed by  it.  The  house  might  declare  t hat  suits  exist- 
ing should  not  abate;  but  it  could  not  authorize  new 
suits  after  the  3d  of  March,  without  continuing  the 
corporation.  To  this  Mr.  L.  never  would  give  his 
assent.  He  had  thought  of  calling  on  the  judiciary 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing a receiver  for  the  bank,  on  the  ground  of 
an  abuse  of  trust;  for  it  was  an  abuse  of  trust  in  the 
present  directors,  who  were  trustees,  appointed  to 
close  the  concerns  of  the  old  bank,  instead  of  doing 
so,  to  go  on  and  increase  and  extend  its  liabilities’. 
He  hoped  that  committee  would  be  directed  to  take 
the  wholesubject  into  their  consideration,  and  brill"- 
in  one  general  bill  embracing  the  entire  case.  In  a 
few  years  the  funds  would  have  been  changed  so 
often  that  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  tracing 
them;  now  it  might  be  done  at  least  to  a great  extent. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  take  some  steps 
of  this  kind.  The  government  had  founded  the 
bank,  and  had  enabled  it  to  commit  these  frauds 
upon  the  community,  and  it  was  bound  to  inquire 
into,  and  prevent  them.  Mr.  L.  was  also  in  favor 
ofthe  recommitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said  this  was  a bill 
from  the  senate:-  and  its  sole  and  simple  object  was 
to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  in  which  the  bank 
was  either  plaintiff  or  defendant,  on  the  3d  of  March 
next.  Tlie  proposition  suggested  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Masssachusetts  had' been  consider- 
ed in  committee.  That  it  would  elicit  not  only  de- 
bate on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  au  excited  debate 
of  a political  character,  in  which  the  house  would 
have  ail  the  abuses  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States  brought  up  again  and  discussed  on  this  floor, 
must  novv  be  sufficiently  apparent.  He  was  no 
more  in  favor  of  that  institution  than  any  gentle- 
man in  the  house  (though  he  had  bpen  charged,  in 
a certain  quarter  of  this  city,  with  the  contrary,) 
but  he  was  not  desirous  of  having  that  di  bate  up 
again.  The  present  bill  required  speedy  action. 
The  charter  ofthe  bank  contained  no  pro:  ision  al- 
lowing suits  beyond  the  period  of  two  years.  Those 
two  years  would  expire  on  the  3d  of  March  next, 
and  all  suits  pending  would  then  abate  unl<  :-  i such 
a bill  should  pass.  The  corporation,  by  the  com- 
mon law,  could  have  the  rights  after  the  charter 
ceased,  and  as  the  case  was  not  in  the  control  of 
common  law,  a statnle  must  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  G.  here  cited  a case  before  the  court  of  ap- 
peals in  Virginia,  where  the  principle  had  been  set- 
tled. 

Mr.  G.  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill.  In  its  present  shape,  and  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  all  could  vote  for  it;  but  if  the  other 
principle  should  be  introduced,  it  would  occasion  a 
debate  which  would  last  not  only  till  the  4th  of 
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March,  but  till  the  4th  of  July  next.  As  to  the 
propriety  of  the  re-issue  of  the  oiJ  notes  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  that  subject  had  been  specially 
mentioned  by  the  president  in  his  message,  and  that 
portion  of  the  message  had  been  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committee. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Cilley)  seem- 
ed to  think  that  the  whole  bank  question  was  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  this  bill:  and  he  had  not 
contented  himself  with  direct  blows  at  the  bank  o.' 
the  United  States,  but  had  taken  the  occasion  to 
aim  a side  stroke  at  the  state  banks,  and  had  allud- 
ed to  the  case  of  the  common  wealth  bank  in  Massa- 
chusetts, from  which  he  thought  a flood  of  lightjwas 
likely  to  break  forth.  Now  Mr.  G.  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  this^northern  light  was  beginning  to 
spread  southward,  and  would,  before  long,  reach 
this  hall;  and  would,  in  its  progress,  expose  the  cor- 
ruption not  of  that  bank  only,  but  corruption  in 
some  other  quarters  also. 

[The  chair  here  checked  Mr.  Garland  as  depart- 
ing from  the  subject.] 

Mr.  G.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  was  not  asking  any  new  legis- 
lation at  the  hands  of  the  house;  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  her  interest  that  congress  should  do  nothing: 
she  would  be  a gainer  by  the  absence  of  all  law. 
The  present  bill  was  brought  in  behalf  of  those  who 
wished  to  prosecute  the  bank.  However  rotten 
and  corrupt  the  bank  might  be,  Mr.  G.  was  for  do- 
ing her  full  justice,  and  allowed  her  the  same 
chance  as  those  suing  her  would  enjoy. 

Some  explanation  now  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Toucey,  Robertson,  and  Cilley,  as  to  the 
reasons  why  the  bill  had  been  reported  without  a 
full  meeting  of  the  committee,  by  a bare  quorum 
of  its  members. 

Mr.  Bond  pressed  for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  reminded  the  house  that  the  bank  had  compa- 
rative little  interest  in  it,  though  some  suits  were 
going  on  in  its  name.  It  was  chiefly  for  the  benefit 
of  individuals  and  of  corporations  who  had  bought 
her  out.  The  suits  of  these  parties  were  numerous, 
and  some  of  them  very  important.  Some  were 
now  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 
To  suffer  these  to  abate  would  enable  the  bank  to 
be  guilty  of  fraud;  for  she  would  still  be  able  to 
enforce  her  rights  under  her  new  charter,  while 
she  would  be  safe  from  her  prosecutors.  It  was  the 
interest  of  this  government  also  to  pass  the  bill;  for 
the  government  held  some  of  the  obligations  of  the 
bank.  As  to  what  had  been  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Loomis,)  about  the 
$40,000  worth  of  bills  of  the  old  bank  having  been 
held  in  one  neighborhood  by  the  farmers,  it  was  a 
sufficient  answer  to  ask,  who  compelled  those 
farmers  to  take  them?  They  had  done  it  volunta- 
rily, and  had  no  right  to  complain.  This  was  the 
answer  given  by  the  department  about  paying  pen- 
sioners; why  was  it  not  a good  answer  to  the 
farmers?  There  was  a pressing  call  for  the  bill, 
and  if  it  did  not  pass,  great  mischief  must  ensue. 

Further  explanations  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Turney,  Atherton,  and  Garland,  about  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  committee,  the  notice  given,  &c. 
The  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  recommitted. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  called. 

Mr.  Evans  said  that  he  had  yesterday  been  ob- 
liged to  move  that  the  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  on  this  subject  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  on  account  of  the  in- 
terposition of  an  objection,  under  the  rules,  to  his 
bringing  in  the  bill  he  had  offered.  He  hoped  that 
objection  would  be  withdrawn,  and  he  renewed  the 
motion  for  leave. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the 
leave  was  given;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Evans  offered  the  bill,  and  moved  that  it  be 
read  twice;  which  motion  prevailing,  and  the  bill 
being  read  tw'ice,  he  moved  to  commit  it  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  renewed  his  re- 
marks, interrupted  by  the  adjournment  of  the  house 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Evans  went  into  an  exposure  of  what  he 
maintained  to  be  the  neglects  and  delays  of  the 
general  government,  in  relation  to  the  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain,  for  the  settlement  of  this  great 
and  important  question  of  boundary. 

His  remarks  will  be  given  at  length  hereafter. 

Mr.  Fairfield  took  the  ffoor,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 


NEGRO  SUFFRAGE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  into 
the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
Air.  S.  F.  Reed,  of  Philadelphia  county,  on  the  22d 

In  the  senate  general  Rogers  of  Bucks,  read  in  his 
place  a preamble  and  resolution  of  similar  import, 
which  will  be  found  below, 


Resolution  to  preserve  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 

citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  prevent 

negroes  from  exercising  the  same. 

Whereas,  The  right  of  suffrage  has  been  claim- 
ed and  exercised  by  the  negroes  of  this  commonwealth, 
in  some  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  in  the  election  of  of- 
ficers, generally,  and  public  attention  having  been  re- 
cently aroused  to  an  investigation  of  such  right,  which 
it  is  said  is  recognized  by  the  constitution,  the  settled 
opinion  of  the  great  mass  of  our  fellow  citizens  is,  that 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  not  guaranteed  to  the  negro,  by 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  if  the  words  thereof 
by  any  construction,  would  seem  to  acknowledge 
it,  and  it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  wise  and  patri- 
otic framers  of  it,,  to  identify  the  negro  with  the  citizen, 
for  the  purposes  and  with  the  rights,  powers  and  privi- 
leges, which  under  the  constitution,  it  is  so  universally 
admitted,  the  white  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
shall  have  and  enjoy.  And  whereas,  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  Bucks  county,  because  certain  inspectors 
andjudges  of  the  last  general  election,  permitted  a large 
number  of  the  negroes,  residing  therein,  to  appear  at  the 
polls,  and  exercise  the  light  of  suffrage  which,  under  the 
constitution,  belongs  to  the  white  citizens  exclusively, 
(through  their  president  the  hon.  John  Fox,)  have  re- 
cently decided,  that  negroes  have  no  such  right , and  de- 
clared it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the  word  citizen,  in  the 
constitution,  does  not  embrace  or  refer  to  the  negroes  of 
the  state,  who  were  all  slaves  or  nearly  so,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  And  whereas,  the  con- 
vention to  propose  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
have  by  a very  large  majority,  approved  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  word,  “white”  into  the  amended  constitution, 
thus  acknowledging  in  the  fullest  and  most  satisfactory 
manner,  the  correctness  o 1 public  sentiment  and  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Bucks  county, 
as  aforesaid  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Therefore, 

Rosolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  general  as- 
sembly met,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  res- 
olution, if  any  inspector,  judge  or  other  officer  of  any 
election,  hereafter  held  in  this  state,  for  the  election  of 
any  officer  or  officers  which  the  electors  of  members  of 
the  general  assembly  have  the  right  to  vote  for,  shall 
knowingly  and  wilfully  receive  and  cause  to  be  count- 
ed, the  vote  of  any  negro  or  mulatto,  such  inspector, 
judge  or  other  officer  so  offending,  on  being  convicted 
thereof,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  violating  the  several 
acts  of  assembly  punishing  frauds  at  elections,  and  of 
preventing  illegal  votes  being  received,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  punishments  and  penalties  which  the  said  acts 
impose. 

Whereas,  in  some  election  districts  in  this  com- 
monwealth, tlie  inspectors  and  judges  of  the  elec- 
tions have  habitually  received  the  votes  of  negroes, 
mulattoes,  and  other  persons  of  the  negro  race,  and 
for  remedy  whereof,  and  to  prevent  such  proceed- 
ings hereafter, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  general  assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  is  not 
lawful  for  any  inspector  or  judge  of  an  election  or 
special  election,  or  any  constable,  or  the  persons 
chosen  to  assist  such  constable,  at  any  election  of 
inspectors  of  the  general  election  within  this  com- 
monwealth, to  receive  the  vote  of  any  negro,  mu- 
latto, or  other  person  of  negro  descent. 

Section  2.  That  if  any  inspector  of  any  general  or 
special  election  within  this  commonwealth,  or  if 
any  constable,  or  the  persons,  or  any  of  them,  cho- 
sen to  assist  such  constable,  at  any  election  of  in- 
spectors of  general  election  within  this  common- 
wealth, shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  receive  the 
vote  of  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  ne- 
gro descent,  every  such  inspector,  judge,  constable, 
or  assistant,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  quarter  sessions  of 
the  county  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  pay  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  months,  and  be  ineligible  to  serve  as  judge, 
inspector,  or  constable,  or  assistant,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  the 
conviction. 


VIRGINIA  AND  THE  CURRENCY. 

On  the  18th  ult.  Mr.  Edwards  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
hoti3e  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  1st. 
That  no  connexion  between  the  federal  government 
and  banking  corporations  is  established  by  the  federal 
constitution,  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  assembly, 
no  such  connexion,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the 
federal  revenue,  is  necessary. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  the  revenue  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, when  collected,  should  be  so  kept  and  dis- 
bursed as  never  to  be  mingled  with  the  funds  of  the 
banks,  or  used  in  any  manner  as  a means  of  banking 
operations. 

Resolved,  3d.  That  the  revenue  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment should  be  collected  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of  such 


specie  paying  banks,  as  will,  at  short  intervals,  pay  up 
the  balance  against  them  in  specie. 

Resolved,  4th.  That  the  establishment  of  a United 
States  Bank  is  unconstitutional  and  inexpedient,  and  is 
to  be  resisted  as  not  less  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  than  the  creation  of  a treasury  or  government 
bank. 

Resolved,  5th.  That  we  cordially  support  the  essen- 
tial and  prominent  measures  of  the  present  federal  ad- 
ministration, and  look  to  the  ability,  decision  and  man- 
ly firmness  which  has  been  shown  by  the  president  un- 
der recent  events  of  peculiar  magnitude  and  difficulty, 
as  affording  a j ust  assurance  to  the  union  of  the  wise, 
patriotic,  and  safe  direction  of  the  great  interests  en- 
trusted into  his  hands. 

On  Monday  last  Mr.  Watkins  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

“Whereas,  experience  has  shewn  the  connexion 
heretofore  subsisting  between  the  general  government 
and  the  banks,  in  the  collection,  safe  keeping,  and  trans- 
fer of  the  public  revenue,  is  not  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  government,  and  has  proved  injurious 
to  banks  themselves,  by  stimulating  them  to  over- 
issues. 

“And  Whereas,  it  is  important  at  all  times,  that  the 
government  should  have  a perfect  and  immediate  con- 
trol over  its  own  funds,  unalfected,  as  far  as  possible,  by 
the  action  of  private  corporations — and  that  the  latter 
should  have  no  inducement  or  temptation  to  mingle  in 
the  political  conflicts  of  the  day,  or  the  government  to 
influence  or  control  them  in  the  management  of  their 
private  business; — Therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  connexion  existing  between  the 
government  and  the  banks  previous  to  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  in  May  last,  ought  not  to  be  renew- 
ed, nor  should  congress  employ  the  agency  of  any  banks 
in  collecting,  and  safe  keeping,  the  public  revenue,  ex- 
cept as  special  depositories. 

“Resolved,  That  while  it  can  recognise  no  other  pro- 
per standard  of  value,  than  gold  and  silver,  and  believe 
that  it  is  essential  to  the  soundness  of  the  currency,  that 
a larger  proportion  of  the  precious  metals  should  be  in- 
troduced into  the  circulation,  than  has  heretofore  exist- 
ed, by  creating  a greater  demand  for  them;  yet  we  are 
willing  that  the  public  revenues  shall  be  receivable  in 
the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks;  provided  that  the  ba- 
lances due  from  them  shall  be  actually  converted  into 
specie,  at  short  intervals,  and  placed  in  special  deposite, 
alter  such  time,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  congress 
may  deem  expedient,  so  as  not  to  affect  injuriously  the 
interest  of  the  banks,  whilst  they  prevent  the  public 
monies  from  being  employed  for  private  or  corporate 
purposes. 

“Resolved, That  however  important  the  principles  of 
policy  and  expediency  involved  in  the  question  now  de- 
pending before  congress,  with  respect  to  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  government,  may  be,  and  as  much  as  we  de- 
sire to  see  the  subject  speedily  adjusted  upon  just  and 
proper  grounds;  we  do  not  conceive  that  it  should  pro- 
duce disunion  in  the  republican  party,  or  prevent  those 
who  differ  in  opinion  on  this  point  alone,  from  acting 
harmoniously  together,  in  support  of  the  general  mea- 
sures of  the  present  administration,  without  which,  tho 
fruits  of  the  victories  won  by  concert  and  union,  may 
be  lost  by  unnecessary  divisions. 

“ Resolved , That  we  cordially  approve  the  temperate, 
conciliatory,  and  liberal  tone  of  the  president’s  recent 
message  to  congress  on  the  subject  of  the  currency;  and 
that  our  confidence  in  his  wisdom,  prudence,  patriot- 
ism, and  fidelity,  remains  unimpaired.” 

Mr.  W.  wished  the  resolutions  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  printed,  lor  the  purpose  of  due  delib- 
eration. He  appealed  to  the  house  to  think  well 
on  the  subject,  and  that  no  one  should  commit 
himself  hastily.  Air.  W.  then  proceeded  to  advo- 
cate the  principles  contained  in  his  resolutions, 
and  to  prove,  among  other  things,  that  the  “strong- 
box” was  the  best  plan,  as  the  money  would  be  per- 
fectly safe,  and  liable  to  no  other  hazard  than  that 
of  being  stolen,  an  accident  against  which  it  would, 
however,  be  easy  to  guard.  These  resolutions  he 
thought,  presented  a common  ground,  on  which  all 
parties  would  meet.  The  resolutions  were  then 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  has  also  been  submitted  by  Air. 
Servant  ol  Elizabeth  city: 

1.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
that  a national  bank  is  unconstitutional,  inexpedient, 
and  dangerous. 

2d.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  general  assem- 
bly, that  a treasury  or  government  bank  is  equally  inex- 
pedient and  far  more  dangerous  than  a national  bank, 

3d.  Resolved,  As  tho  opinion  of  this  general  assem- 
bly, that  both  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  the  federal  government  ought  so  to  con- 
duct its  operations  as  to  dispense  with  all  agency  and 
immediately,  whatsoever  of  banks,  national  or  state. 

4.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
that  the  use  by  the  banks  of  the  revenues  of  the  federal 
government,  as  a means  of  discount,  is  detrimental 
to  the  industry  of  the  country,  unequal  In  its  operations 
and  ought  to  be  discontinued. 

5th.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
that  the  fiscal  action  of  the  federal  government  ought 
to  be  so  modified  as  to  provide  for  the  gradual  receipts 
of  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States  in  payment  of 
public  dues. 
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THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

From  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
(under  date  o f February  5)  to  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  7th  Decembei  last, 
in  relation  to  the  delay  of  the  sailing  ot  the  explor- 
ing expedition,  we  learn  that,  after  the  resignation 
of  the  command  by  commodore  Jones,  on  account 
of  his  ill  health,  the  command  of  the  expedition 
was  offered  to  captain  Kearney,  who  declined  the 
command,  in  consequence  of  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  arrangement  proposed  for  it;  that  it  was 
then  offered  to  captain  Perry,  who,  from  the  situa- 
tion of  his  private  concerns,  felt  compelled  to  de- 
cline the  command,  which,  under  other  circumstan- 
ces, he  would  gladly  have  accepted;  and  that  capt. 
Gregory  has  now  been  ordered  to  the  command, 
and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  squadron  may 
sail  in  a short  time,  upon  the  reduced  scale  recom- 
mended by  the  late  board  of  Navy  officers. 

Among  the  causes  of  the  delay  ot  the  sailing  ot 
the  expedition,  it  is  stated  that/subsequent  to  the 
arrival  of  the  squadron  at  New  York,  the  seamen, 
landsmen,  and  boys,  received  whole  or  in  part,  about 
the  1st  of  November  last,  a bounty  of  three  months’ 
pay  for  re-shipment;  soon  after  which,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  of  them,  who  had  liberty  to  go  on 
shore,  deserted!  [Nat.  In'. 

When  it  was  rumored  that  capt.  Kearney,  had 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  expedition, 
he  addressed  the  following 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  American: 

The  public  prints  regard  me  as  commander  of  the 
exploring  expedition,  but  as  no  such  appointment 
has  been  made  or  tendered  to  me,  I must  disclaim 
the  possession  of  the  honor.  Yet  it  becomes  me  to 
thank  you,  and  through  your  paper  your  cotempo- 
raries, for  the  flattering  encomiums  with  which  my 
name  is  associated  with  this  great  national  enter- 

Erise.  An  enterprise  of  science  should  be  in  the 
ands  of.  science,  to  which  I lay  no  claim,  and  for 
which  I have  sought  not,  more  than  became  neces- 
sary for  the  common  management  of  vessels  under 
my  command.  For  this  reason,  and  my  situation 
in  point  of  seniority,  the  thought  had  never  crossed 
my  mind,  until  a casual  look  into  some  of  our  city 
papers,  announced  that  I had  accepted  the  station. 

In  an  appointment  of  this  kind,  the  honored  per- 
sonage, whoever  he  may  be,  has  no  easy  task  to 

perform. 

Public  expectation  has  been  long  indulged,  and 
hope  delayed.  This  would  seem  to  render  it  not 
only  a task  of  difficulty,  but  of  delicacy,  on  the  part 
of  the  successor,  in  accepting  the  command. 

When  commercial  interests  are  involved,  I can 
see  my  way  clear,  and  so  far  can  count  upon  suc- 
cess, but  when  the  wings  of  science  are  spread,  they 
soar  too  high  for  me  to  reach  a feather. 

Whoever  may  be  to  conduct  this  enterprise,  it  is 
hoped  he  will  not  lend  his  aid  to  pluck  a single 
plume — curtailment  is  too  late,  and  delay  would  be 
the  lesser  evil. 

Should  commodore  Jones  not  resume  the  com- 
mand— should  all  his  exertions,  his  enfeebled  health, 
be  sacrificed,  and  the  energies  of  the  other  officers 
and  men,  their  views  and  the  views  of  the  govern- 
ment, all  fall  short  of  consummation,  it  still  behoves 
every  friend  of  his  country,  and  of  all  mankind  in 
general,  to  come  to  the  rescue. 

I look  upon  the  forth  sailing  of  this  expedition  as 
I do  upon  a matter  of  honor — that  we  are  as  much 
bound  under  an  obligation  to  send  it  to  the  land 
nearest  the  south  pole,  to  meet  those  who  have 
gone  before,  co-operating  on  the  field  of  science,  as 
in  matters  of  that  nature.  Congress  cannot  recede 
— for  the  resolution  has  been  heralded  abroad  almost 
from  pole  to  pole,  and  for  which  all  praise  has  been 
bestowed  upon  that  honorable  body. 

The  renown  which  that  aet  has  thrown  into  the 
scale  of  American  science,  should  not  be  cast  away 
at  this  time,  let  who  will  kick  the  beam. 

Whether  expectations  as  to  new  discoveries  are 
or  are  not  fulfilled,  there  are  still  great  and  import- 
ant objects  to  be  attained. 

Islands,  reefs,  harbors  and  head  lands,  which  are 
but  little,  known,  and  are  imperfectly  described,  or 
placed  upon  charts,  will  all  receive  their  proper  po- 
sition and  character.  Productions,  both  (animate 
and  inanimate)  of  nature,  essential  for  the  use  of 
man,  or  holding  forth  inducements  for  commercial 
enterprise,  and  the  facilities  for  obtaining  supplies 
of  all  sorts,  will  be  pointed  out. 

The  security  of  our  commerce,  and  the  dignity 
of  our  nation,  will  be  established  among  those  who 
but  hear  of  U3  by  report  of  others.  Our  toils,  and 
the  munificence  of  the  Government,  are  both  repaid 
in  even  these  few  of  the  ends,  to  which  success 
must  lead. 

The  selection  of  the  vessels  for  this  service  is  a 
matter  much  discussed,  and  upon  which  a diversity 


of  opinion  prevails;  and  upon  which,  under  cir-  I 
cumstances,  I shall  not  speak. 

England  and  France  both  have,  it  is  known,  “as- 
tonished the  natives”  in  distant  regions,  with  sights 
of  big  gun  ships  taken  from  their  enemies.  The 
“Macedonian”  may  balance  the  account  of  one, 
and  I would  have  “ L’ Insurgent”  to  pay  ofF  the 
other. 

Hoping  that  success  will  attend  this  undertaking, 
let  it  fall  into  what  hands  it  may,  I shall  hold  my- 
self ever  ready  to  contribute,  in  common  with  my 
brother  officers,  to  its  support;  and  I have  the  hope 
still,  that  the  officers  who  have  borne  the  labor  may 
reap  the  fruits.  Yours,  respectfully, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNEY. 

New  York  banks — From  the  Albany  Argus. 
We  lay  before  our  readers  to-day  the  annual  report 
of  the  bank  commissioners,  always  a document  of 
much  interest,  and  now  particularly  so. 

In  addition  to  the  statements  of  the  report,  it  is 
due  to  the  banks  of  thisstate  to  say  that,  so  far  from 
having  run  into  extravagant  expansions  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  as  was  fear- 
ed and  predicted,  they  have  pursued  a system  of 
steady  curtailment  with  a view  to  resumption  cer- 
tainly within  the  period  allotted  to  them,  if  not  at 
an  earlier  day;  and  that  in  doing  so,  the}'  have 
avoided  generally  any  severeor  unnecessary  pressure 
upon  their  debtors.  The  extent  of  this  curtailment 
is  not  perhaps  generally  understood:  and  we  dare 
say  that  it  will  be  a matter  of  surprise  to  many  to 
learn  that  the  loans  and  discounts  ot  our  banks  are 
not  only  proportionably  less  than  they  were  in  the 
midst  of  the  “panic”  four  years  ago,  but  that  the 
circulation  is  actually  less,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
crease of  banking  capital,  than  it  was  at  that  period, 
and  less  than  in  Jan.  1835,  anterior  to  the  process  of 
inflation. 

The  following  statement  is  derived  from  the  an- 
nual reports  of  the  bank  commissioners  for  the  last 
four  years; — 

No  hks.  Capital.  Circulat’n.  Specie  Loans,  &c. 
1834  Jan.  1 69  22,730,000  15,402,000  2,1 96, 000  46.300.000 

1834  Mar.  4 “ “ 12,272,000  2,039,000  46,918,000 

1835  Jan.  I 76  26,231,000  14,464,000  5,561,000  52,853,000 

1836  Jan.  1 86  31,281,000  21,127,000  6,224,000  72,469,000 

1837  Jan.  1 98  37, 101,OUO  24,198,000  6,557,000  79,313  000 

1838  Jan.  1 95  36,611,000  12,432,000  4,139,060  60,999,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  within  the  year  ending  the  1st 

of  January,  the  reduction  in  circulation  has  been 
$11,766,000,  or  a fraction  short  of  one  naif  of  the 
entire  amount;  and  in  loans  and  discounts,  $18, 314- 
GOO;  that  the  circulation  is  less  by  one  million  now 
than  on  the  1st  January,  1834,  four  years  since,  and 
no  greater  than  in  the  “panic”  spring  of  that  year, 
with  an  increase  of  26  banks  and  24  millions  of  ca- 
pital; that  the  proportion  of  loans  and  discounts  is 
less  now'  than  tour  years  since,  being  then  double 
the  amount  of  capital,  and  now  12  millions  below 
that  amount;  and  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
specie  is  reduced  within  the  last  year  $2,418,000, 
yet  that  it  is  now  double  the  amount  of  1834. 

From  Florida.  We  have  published  in  a previ- 
ous page,  a more  detailed  account  from  col.  Tay- 
lor, of  the  late  disastrous  battle  on  the  O-kei-cho-bee 
lake.  Since  that  event  nothing  of  importance  has 
transpired:  But  the  following  intelligence  received 
at  Savannah  from  Gray’s  Ferry,  contains  some  in- 
teresting particulars. 

A letter  from  an  officer  to  the  editors  of  the  Sa- 
vannah Georgian,  dated  near  Indian  River  Inlet, 
January  18,  says: 

“You  will  hear,  probably,  before  this  reaches  you, 
that  lieut.  Powell  had  a little  brush  with  the  Indians 
near  Jupiter  Inlet.  It  appears  that  he  landed  with 
about  80  men,  sailors,  with  the  exception  of  25  re- 
gulars. Soon  after  landing,  he  found  an  old  squaw, 
who  offered  to  guide  him  to  the  place  where  the  In- 
dians were — about  7 miles  off'.  He  followed  her 
direction  and  came  upon  the  Indians — some  say  46, 
some  60,  and  others  80  or  more.  The  fire  com- 
menced on  his  side,  when  the  Indians  returned  it 
with  spirit,  and  soon  put  the  sailors  into  utter  con- 
fusion, who  fled,  and  the  whole  party  would  have 
been  cut  to  pieces  but  for  the  regulars,  as  lieut. 
Powell  and  all  acknowledge.  Six  or  eight  were 
killed  and  left  upon  the  ground,  a man  who  was 
only  wounded,  but  could  not  retire.  He  was  left  to 
the  tender  mercy  of  the  Indians.  Dr.  Lfohtner  of 
the  navy,  was  killed,  and  every  officer  wounded. — 
The  regulars  behaved  nobly. 

Two  of  the  boats  were  left,  in  one  of  which  were 
a keg  of  powder  and  a box  of  cartridges,  with  rum, 
whiskey,  and  other  sailor  comforts. 

We  are  within  21  miles  of  Fort  Basinger,  one  of 
the  forts  on  Kissiinee  river.  We  have  now  a cordon 
of  posts  from  Charlotte  harbor  to  Indian  river,  and 
most  of  the  Indians  are  believed  to  be  south  of  us.” 

Another  letter  of  the  19th  contains  the  following: 

Gen.  Jesup  and  staff,  with  the  2d  regiment  dra- 


| goons,  reached  camp  from  Indian  river  depot  yes- 
' teiday.  It  is  pretty  well  ascertained  that  the  larg- 
est body  of  Indians  is  collected  on  the  islands  and 
the  swamps  surrounding  O-kie-cho-bee,  to  which 
the  army  will  probably  move  from  this  position  in  a 
day  or  two.  Fort  Gardner  is  21  miles  due  west, 
and  capt.  Fowler  who  returned  yesterday,  having 
been  sent  out  for  the  purpose,  reports  that  the 
ground  will  admit  of  a good  road,  and  it  is  probable 
we  will  get  our  supplies  from  that  side.  From 
Fort  Taylor  to  this  camp  it  is  almost  impractica- 
ble.” 

A letter  of  the  same  date  (from  Fort  Christmas) 
says: — “Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  army  for  6 
or  7 days,  except  that  it  is  60  or  70  miles  in  advance 
of  Fort  Taylor,  near  the  enemy  on  the  St.  Lucie. — 
Something  important  must  soon  transpire.” 

Another  letterof  the  21st  inst.  (at  Fort  Brooke, 
Tampa  Bay,)  says.  “Jumper,  with  11  warriors,  22 
Indian  women  and  children,  6 negroes  and  24  wo- 
men and  children,  in  all  64,  arrived  here  on  the  19th. 
The  Indians  are  on  board  a vessel,  and  will  leave  to- 
morrow for  Fort  Pike.  The  negroes  remain  here 
lor  the  present. 

General  Jesup  is  now  on  the  Kissimmee.  It  is 
thought  the  army  will  meet,  or  have  met,  at  Fort 
Basinger.  It  is  said  that  the  Indians  have  located 
themselves  on  an  island  south  of  Oche-chub-bee.” 

Another  letter  says: — “Since  the  surrender  of 
Jumper  and  his  w'arriors  to  col.  T.  of  which  you 
have  heard,  Ala-too-che,  with  16  warriors,  had  gone 
in  to  General  Smith,  who  occupies  a position  still 
westward  of  Colonel  Taylor,  both  of  whom  have 
strong  forces.” 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  seen  a letter 
from  Fort  Lloyd,  (of  the  18th)  which  furnishes  the 
following  particulars: 

There  are  now  besides  gen.  E’s  command  includ- 
ing 2d  Dragoons,  (col.  Twiggs,)  500  Tennesseeans, 
and  two  companies  of  Alabamians — about  1200 
mounted  men. 

From  coi.  Taylor’s  post  (Fort,  Basinger)  20  miles 
west  of  this,  we  to-day  learn  thipt  they  have  taken 
600  head  of  cattle,  which  with  what  we  have  taken, 
makes  about  700  head,  and  ponies  about  140. 

The  Indians,  we  believe  are  down  on  the  Oco- 
cho-bee,  about  three  days’  march  from  us.  Gen. 
Jesup  is  here,  and  I hope  we  will  “go  ahead”  at 
once  and  the  enemy  may  be  ours,  for  if  we  dont  end 
the  war  very  shortly,  it  will  be  futile  to  hope  for  its 
termination  this  winter,  as  it  has  rained  two  or  three 
times  lately,  and  I think  three  days  more  rain  would 
render  it  too  wet  and  miry  to  operate  in  a country 
now  almost  flooded  with  water.” 

From  the  correspondence  of  the  Republican  of 
last  evening,  (from  Clarksville,  Jan.  23d  we  learn 
that  a “number  of  Indians  (and  negroes)  are  hover- 
ing around  Fort  King, — 100  have  been  seen.  Col. 
Snodgrass  is  there  with  some  Alabamiaus,  as  like- 
wise capt.  Galt’s  company.  They  butchered  some 
cattle  close  by,  the  other  day  and  now  come  within 
gun  shot  fearlessly.” 

Ohio  canals.  The  Ohio  canal  has  been  navi- 
gable from  the  twentieth  April  to  the  first  Decem- 
ber. The  amount  of  tolls  for  1837,  is  $293,428  79, 
being  an  increase  in  one  year  of  $81,605  47.  The 
Ohio  canal  is  310  miles  long,  reaching  liom 
Cleveland  to  the  Ohio  river. 

New  Jersey.  From  the  New  Ark  Daily  Advertiser . 
New  Jersey  is  certainly  an  economical  state.  It 
appears  by  the  report  of  the  treasuer,  the  hon.  Isaac 
Southard,  published  yesterday,  that  the  whole  esti- 
mated ordinary  expenses  of  all  branches  of  the  state 
government  for  the  current  year  will  scarcely  ex- 
ceed $60,000.  And  of  this  sum  $2000  is  paid  to 
revolutionary  pensioners,  and  $3000  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind.  The 
whole  amount  of  the  salaries  to  the  civil,  judicial, 
and  military  officers  of  the  goverment  is  only 
$10,000.  The  salaries  paid  by  the  state  of  New 
York  this  year  amount  to  $65,000.  Our  legislative 
and  incidental  expenses  are  $30,000.  Our  great 
neighbor  pays  $118,000  for  the  same  branch  of  the 
public  service. 

The  income  of  the  state,  from  the  public  works 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  R.  R.,  Delaware  canal,  N. 
J.  Railroad,  & c.,  $45,015,  is  leaving  a deficiency  of 
only  about  $20,000  to  be  raised  by  tax,  divided 
among  16  counties  with  a population  of  350,000,  less 
than  6 cts.  each.  The  treasurer  anticipates  that 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  the  revenue  from  the 
public  works  will  entirely  free  the  people  of  the 
state  from  direct  taxation.  It  is  suggested  that  should 
the  4th  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  be  paid 
by  the  general  government,  it  be  invested  in  stocks 
for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  or  the  school  fund. 

The  school  fund  will  amount  to  $285,000  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  after  deducting  the  sum  of  $20,000 
is  annually  disbursed.  The  bank  tax  of  $2o’,000 
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annually  increasing  this  fund.  We  are  not  sure, 
however,  that  any  further  increase  is  desirable. 


CHRONICLE. 

Another  benefit  of  railways.  A writer  in  the  Li- 
verpool Guide  starts  out  in  his  reflections  with  the 
position  that  the  construction  of  railways  will  pre- 
vent the  rapid  growth  of  cities.  The  facilities 
which  they  will  olfer  for  rapid  travelling  will  in- 
duce thousands  and  thousands  to  have  their  dwel- 
lings one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  miles  from  the 
great  cities  in  which  they  do  business,  who  will 
contract  with  companies  to  be  steamed  forwards 
and  backwards  by  the  year.  Of  London  he  says: 
“The  wen  has  suffered  its  last  expansion,  and  it 
will  no  more  threaten  to  exhaust  and  dry  up  the 
body  of  the  country.” 


The  following  is  said  to  be  a correct  statement 
of  the  custom  house  bonds  falling  due  at  New  York 
in  the  ensuing  three  months: 


$589,153 


February  - - 

$210,000 

Renewed  - - 

379,153 

March  - - 

$106,971 

Renewed  - - 

335,926 

April  - - - 

$123,866" 

Renewed  - - 

380,000 

$442,597 


-$503,866 

$1,535,916 


Newspapers  in  Texas.  There  are  five  weekly 
newspapers  now  published  in  the  republic  of  Tex- 
as, viz:  the  Telegraph,  at  Houston;  the  Bulletin,  at 
Matagordia;  the  Herald,  at  Velasco;  the  Chronicle, 
at  Nacogdoches,  and  the  Signal  Star,  at  Brazoria. 

From  the  St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  Republican . 

The  Osage  Indians.  It  seems  the  hoax  of  an  In- 
dian war  with  the  half  starved  Osage  Indians,  is 
not  yet  settled,  and  we  suppose  another  dragooning 
will  take  place,  but  we  are  greatly  mistaken,  if 
general  Lucas  be  caught  in  the  business  the  second 
time.  We  cut  the  following  from  the  Boonville 
Herald  of  the  24th,  but  confidently  believe,  that  the 
whole  is  as  groundless  as  the  first  alarm,  unless, 
indeed,  the  indignities  offered  the  Indians  by  a part 
of  gen.  L’s.  command  have  l oused  them  to  seek 
something  in  return;  but  the  Osages  are  too  much 
broken  down  and  too  spiritless  even  for  this. 


From  the  Southwestern  Frontier.  By  captain 
Waters,  from  Rives  county,  we  learn  that  the  com- 
mand of  general  Lucas  hao  returned  to  the  settle- 
ments, after  dragooning  the  Osages  and  several 
other  tribes  without  the  limits  of  the  state,  and  tho- 
roughly scouring  the  regions  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Arkansas,  for  some  distance.  The  Indians  evinc- 
ed great  stubborness  and  obstinacy,  so  much  so, 
that  many  of  them  had  to  be  knocked  down  before 
they  would  give  up  their  guns.  They  are  in  a 
surley  mood,  and  are  unquestionably  meditating 
a despesate  descent  upon  the  frontier.  A rumor 
reached  here  late  yesterday  evening  that  a party  of 
Osages  followed  close  upon  the  retrogading  foot- 
steps of  gen.  Lucas,  and  took  possession  of  Sar- 
coxio,  in  Barry  county.  The  apprehension  of  a 
combined  attack  upon  the  frontier, .in  the  spring, 
is  now  universal  in  the  dismayed  southwest.  Let 
us  be  ready,  for  come  it  will. 


A heroine.  The  house  No.  40  North  Moore  street 
New  York,  was  doubtless  saved  from  the  fire  yes- 
terday morning,  by  the  self-possession  and  perse- 
verance of  Mrs.  Dawson,  wife  of  Mr.  George 
Dawson,  fireman.  When  the  chimney  first  took 
fire,  it  was  treated  with  unconcern  by  the  neigh- 
bors— but  the  abovementioned  lady,  having  pro- 
ceeded to  the  roof,  discovered  the  heat  to  be  so  in- 
tense, that  the  roof  smoked  for  several  feet  around 
the.  chimney,  and  threatened  to  burst  out.  She 
immediately  gave  the  alarm,  and  as  there  were  no 
men  present,  formed  aline  of  women,  who  passed 
up  water  to  her, which  she  continued  to  dash  upon  the 
the  roof  for  upwards  of  an  hour;  her  clothes  in  the 
mean  time  caught  firo,  and  she  was  considerably 
injured  in  person.  So  large  were  the  flakes  of  fire, 
that  they  frequently  ignited  the  roof  where  they 
alighted.  A young  lady  on  the  next  house  had  her 
shawl  burned  off,  in  the  same  praiseworthy  occu- 
pation. 

From  the  Weslcherter  (Pa.)  Spy. 

We  have  been  informed  that  there  is  to  be  seen 
at  the  iron  foundry  of  Messrs.  Baugher  & Wolf  of 
this  borough,  something  new  in  the  matter  of 
wheels  for  rail  road  cars.  It  is  an  invention  by  Mr. 
Wolf  of  that  very  useful  article,  on  a principle 
which  w_e  believe  is  entirely  new,  and,  although  it 
has  not  yet  been  tested,  promises  fairly  to  be  a 
valuable  matter  with  respect  to  the  preservation 
of  property  and  human  life.  It  is  a cast  iron  wheel 
without  spoke,  of  about  the  same  shape  as  the  com- 
mon railroadcar  wheel — -hollow  in  the  middle — the 


outer  side  or  rim  convex — weighing  but  about  30  j 
pounds  more  than  the  common  wheel;  and  so  strong 
that  a friend  of  ours  who  tried  the  experiment,  as- 
sures us  that,  although  accustomed  to  quarrying 
heavy  stone,  he  could  not  break  it  by  a succession 
of  bona  fide  beatings  with  a sledge  hammer.  Num- 
bers of  other  persons  have  tried  it  with  the  same 
success.  Many  accidents  have  occured  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incapacity  of  the  wheels  of  railroad 
cars  to  sustain  the  weight  with  which  they  are 
burthened,  and  we  trust  that  this  invention  (for 
such  we  believe  it  is)  may  prove  a sufficient  pre- 
ventive against  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Indian  Portraits.  Mr.  Catlin,  the  celebrated 
painter  of  Indian  portraits,  has  proceeded  to 
Charleston  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  likeness- 
es of  the  Indian  chiefs,  now  in  confinement  at  fort 
Moultrie. — He  writes  the  following  letter  to  the 
New  York  papers: 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Catlin. 

Fori  Moultrie,  Charleston,  Yith  Jan.  9 o'clock. 

Dear  Sir.  I arrived  here  this  morning  in  three 
days,  fine  weather,  and  well.  I have  just  had  an 
interview  with  Oceola  and  other  chiefs — had  a 
talk  with  them,  and  begin  in  an  hour  from  this  to 
paint. 

I shall  paint  Oceola,  Coahajo,  Micanopy,  Cloud, 
King  Phillip  and  several  others,  and  hasten  back 
with  all  speed  to  shew  the  citizens  of  New  York 
how  these  brave  fellows  look. 

You  will  think  by  this  time  that  I am  catering 
for  the  world  at  great  expense  to  myself,  and  it  is 
even  so,  “but  things  to  be  done,  must  be  done.” 

Oceola  is  a fine  and  gentlemanly  looking  man, 
with  a pleasant  smile  that  would  become  the  face 
of  the  most  refined  or  delicate  female — yet  I can 
well  imagine,  that  when  roused  and  kindled  into 
action,  it  would  glow  with  a hero’s  fire,  and  a lion’s 
rage.  His  portrait  has  never  yet  been  painted. 

In  haste,  yours,  GEO.  CATLIN. 

Home  Squadron — Relief  to  vessels  on  the  coast  — 
We  are  happy  to  learn  that  Commodore  Ridgely 
has  received  instructions  to  send  the  brigs  Pioneer 
and  Consort,  and  schooner  Active  immediately  to 
sea,  to  give  relief  and  protection  to  distressed  ves- 
sels bound  to  our  ports.  The  Pioneer  will  cruise 
in  the  track  of  homeward  bound  vessels  to  Boston, 
and  other  eastern  ports.  The  Consort  will  cruise 
between  Sandy  Hook  and  the  south  shoals  of  Nan- 
tucket; and  the  Active  will  cruise  between  Sandy 
Hook  and  me  Cupco  of  Virginia,  for  the  benefit  of 
vessels  bound  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
rivers.  They  are  all  well  found  with  extra  provi- 
sions and  men,  and  were  to  go  to  sea  to  day. — N. 
Y.  American. 

Flour.  At  Richmond,  on  the  17th  inst.  flour  was 
seiing  at  $3  7-8 — at  Pitsburg,  on  the  17th,  the 
price  of  flour  had  receded — sales  at  $5  25  and 
$5  50. 

The  Raleigh  Register  states  that  the  portion  of 
the  Cherokee  country,  lying  within  the  limits  of 
North  Carolina,  comprises  210,591  acres.  Or  ra- 
ther, this  quantity  has  been  surveyed.  The  sale  of 
it  is  to  commence  at  Franklin,  Macon  co.,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  September.  We  doubt  if  it  will 
bring  what  the  U.  S.  government  had  to  pay  the 
Cherokees  for  it. 

The  late  mail  robbery.  The  postmaster  general 
offers  a reward  of  six  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  promote  the  arrest  and  conviction 
of  the  robbers  and  murderers,  or  any  of  them,  con- 
cerned in  robbing  the  mail  and  murdering  the  car- 
rier on  the  evening  of  19th  ult.  near  Stockton, 
Alabama. 

Out  of  six  hundred  men  who  constitute  the  crew 
of  the  United  States  ship  Independence,  upwards  of 
four  hundred  live  on  strictly  temperance  princi- 
ples. 

The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  18th  January, 
complain  of  the  abundance  of  musquitoes  in  that 
city.  Their  early  appearance  this  year  is  owing 
to  the  singular  mildness  of  the  season. 

New-Jersey.  An  act  has  just  passed  (he  legisla- 
ture o!  the  state  of  New-Jersey  to  repeal  so  much 
of  certain  acts  as  prohibits  the  issue  and  circulation 
of  notes  of  incorporated  banks  of  that  state  under 
the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 

Disastrous  fire — Baltimore,  Feb.  3.  Between  four 
and  five  o’clock,  this  morning,  the  alarm  of  fire 
was  given,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the 
whole  of  the  extensive  building  in  Front  street, 
known  as  the  Baltimore  theatre  and  circus,  was 
entirely  enveloped  in  flames,  which  burst  with  great 
fury  from  every  window  and  door  of  the  vast  edi- 
fice. Before  the  fire  was  discovered,  it  appeared 
to  have  reached  every  part  of  the  building,  and  pre- 
vented the  possibility  of  saving  a single  article. 


The  building  was  occupied  by  the  well  known 
company  of  Mr.  Cooke,  and  we  regret  to  state  that 
the  whole  of  the  stock,  fixtures,  machinery,  ward- 
robe, decorations  and  property  of  this  extensive 
company  were  entirely  consumed,  including  his 
stud  of  nearly  fifty  horses. 

The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  result  of 
accident.  During  the  performance  last  night  of  the 
grand  spectacle  of  Mazeppa,  a part  of  the  scenery 
was  observed  to  take  fire,  but  as  it  apparently  went 
out  immediately,  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  There 
is  but  little  doubt  that  the  destruction  of  the  house 
was  caused  by  this  circumstance. 

Two  men  slept  in  the  stable  of  the  circus,  which 
was  under  that  part  of  the  building  which  binds  on 
Jones’s  Falls,  but  we  learn  they  made  their  escape 
in  due  season.  The  building,  we  hear,  was  insured 
for  only  three  thousand  dollars,  being  about  one- 
tenth  of  its  value.  Mr.  Cooke  has  no  insurance, 
and  his  loss  is  total. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  circus  was  a vacant  lot, 
which  prevented  the  flames  from  doing  any  damage 
in  that  direction.  On  the  south  side,  separated  by 
an  alley,  stood  an  antiquated  two  story  brick  house, 
known  as  “ Gough’s  mansion  house,  ” which  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Patrick  Murphy  as  a 
tavern.  This  bouse  caught  fire  and  was  entirely 
burnt,  together  with  several  old  back  buildings.  In 
all  probability  the  whole  of  these  would  have 
been  saved  if  the  firemen  could  have  placed  their  en- 
gines in  tiont  of  the  circus,  which  they  feared  to 
do  on  account  of  the  threatening  appearance  in 
the  front  wall.  This  wall  finally  fell  into  the  street 
with  a tremenduous  crash,  and  although  many  per- 
sons were  standing  within  the  range  of  the  falling 
bricks,  they  all  contrived  to  escape  without  injury. 

Much  damage  would  no  doubt  have  been  done  by 
the  falling  cinders  bad  not  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
been  covered  by  a slight  fall  of  snow. — American. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Jan.  24. 

Dinner  to  Gen.  Gaines. — -A  dinner  was  given  on 
yesterday  by  a large  number  of  the  citizens,,  of  St. 
Louis  to  brigadier  general  Gaines,  at  the  city  hotel. 
The  mayor,  Dr.  William  Carr  Lane,  assisted  by 
Gen.  O’Fallan,  and  a number  of  other  gentlemen, 
presided;  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two 
hundred  persons  were  present.  Alter  the  removal 
of  the  cloth,  a number  of  regular  toasts  were  read, 
and  appropriately  responded  to  by  the  company’s 
guest,  the  general  replied  in  a few  pertinent  and 
happy  remarks.  After  the  reading  of  the  regular 
toasts,  a number  of  volunteer  toasts  were  given, 
besides  songs,  &c.  Ike. 

The  whole  passed  off  with  the  best  feelings  and 
the  greatest  enthusiasm. — Republican. 

Consumption  of  ducks.- — From  the  little  town  of 
Aylesbury,  England,  whose  population  is  only 
4900,  there  is  annually  sent  to  London,  through  the  . 
higglers,  800,000  ducks — that  is,  about  160  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child,  the  place  contains. 

In  the  gardens  of  Lambeth  palace,  which  cover 
nearly  13  acres,  are  two  of  the  largest  fig  trees 
known  in  England;  they  cover  a surface  upwards 
of  50  feet  in  height  and  40  in  breadth,  the  trunk  of 
the  largest  is  28  inches  in  circumference,  and  they 
are  of  the  white  sort.  It  is  said,  on  good  authority, 
they  were  brought  from  Italy,  and  planted  there  by 
the  cardinal  Pole,  who  was  created  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  by  queen  Mary. 

Extraordinary  case  of  poisoning.  The  Franklin 
( Ohio)  Argus  contains  a narrative  of  the  poisoning 
on  the  2nd  inst.  of  the  whole  family  of  a Dr.  Helm, 
of  Springborough,  by  means  of  arsenic  introduced 
into  the  cream  used  at  supper.  The  doctor,  bis 
wife,  four  sons  from  10  lo  5 years  of  age,  and  a ne- 
phew, associated  with  his  uncle  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  were  all  seized  after  the  meal  with  severe 
vomiting  and  (he  burning  sensation  which  denotes 
the  action  of  arsenic.  Only  one  of  the  sufferers,  a 
child — after  being  apparently  convalescent— died. 

The  horror  of  all  this  is,  that  a previous  attempt 
had  been  made  on  (lie  lives  of  this  family  by  poi- 
soning the  meal  used  in  the  household — and  even 
while  the  physicians  and  neighbors  had  gathered 
from  the  country  round  to  relieve  the  sufferers  on 
the  second  occasion,  two’other  attempts  were  made, 
one  by  poisoning  the  water  of  the  well,  and  another 
by  introducing  arsenic  into  some  hominy,  to  effect 
the  diabolical  purpose.  By  the  first  of  these,  one 
of  the  attending  physicians  was  severely  nauseated; 
by  the  second,  all  who  partook  of  the  hominy,  were 
more  or  less  affected. 

Chemical  analysis  delected  arsenic  in  the  cream, 
and  in  the  stomach  of  the  boy  that  died. 

Not  the  least  conjecture  could  be  formed  as  to  the 
mysterious  and  fiendlike  author  of  these  crimes. 

The  Cincinnati  Post  of  the  5th  inst.  states  that  the 
hon.  F.  P.  Martinez,  Mexican  minister,  lately  re- 
sident at  Washington,  arrived  in  the  former  city  on 
the  4th  inst.,  on  his  return  to  Mexico. 
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gg-We  have  been  compelled,  in  consequence  of 
the  space  required  for  our  congressional  abstracts, 
to  postpone  the  publication  of  a portion  of  Mr. 
Wright’s  speech  until  our  next. 

gg-It  will  be  seen  bv  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  it  was  exclusively 
occupied  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  in  discuss- 
ing a charge  of  corruption  against  a member  of 
congress,  made  by  the  “Spy  in  Washington,”  a 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  “Courier  and  En- 
quirer.” The  party  reierreu  to  was  the  hon.  Mr. 
Ruggles,  one  of  the  senators  from  Maine,  who  ad- 
dressed the  following  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Webster  on 
Tuesday  morning  last,  and  on  the  same  day  sent 
the  card  inserted  below  to  the  editor  of  the  “Globe.” 
Washington , Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  13. 

Sir:  A friend  called  at  my  room  last  evening  and 
informed  me  that  it  had  been  ascertained  that  an 
article  in  a New  York  paper  charging  one  or  more 
members  of  congress  with  some  sort  of  corruption 
(for  I have  not  seen  the  article)  was  a blow  aimed 
at  me.  Without  stopping  to  inquire  in  what  mo- 
tive the  charge  originated,  I feel  it  a duty  I owe 
to  myself,  as  well  as  the  senate,  to  request  that  it 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter  by 
committee  or  otherwise;  and  may  I ask  the  favor 
of  you  to  present  the  subject  in  such  manner  as 
you  may  deem  fit  and  proper.  I am  aware  that 
neither  our  personal  or  political  relations  give  me 
any  claim  on  you  for  this  service,  and  my  apology 
in  addressing  this  note  to  you  is  to  be  found  in  my 
desire  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  seeking  im- 
munity in  the  kindness  of  personal  or  political 
friendship. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

J.  RUGGLES. 

lion.  Daniel  Webster,  senate  U.  States. 

Yesterday  Mr.  W.  read  this  letter  to  the  senate, 
and  said  that  immediately  on  receiving  it  he  spoke 
to  the  writer,  and  signified  his  readiness  to  pre- 
sent the  letter  if  the  writer  thought  it  necessary; 
observing  that  he  was  not  surprised  at  his  anxiety 
to  remove  any  suspicion  or  doubt  which  the  charge 
alluded  to  might  cast  on  his  character  or  conduct, 
but  that  he  thoughtit  might  be  doubtful,  until  some- 
thing further  should  appear,  whether  the  senate 
would  think  it  proper  to  institute  any  inquiry. 

The  request,  however,  having  been  since  repeat- 
ed, Mr.  Webster  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  commu- 
nicate this  letter,  in  conforming  to  the  wishes  of 
the  member,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  wishes, 
he  should  move  a resolution  for  raising  a commit- 
tee. He  wished  to  say  further,  that,  in  making 
this  motion,  he  must  not  be  understood  as  pressing 
himself  to  institute  or  carry  on  any  inquiry,  or  as 
expressing  an  opinion  upon  any  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. What  he  did  was  simply  to  bring  the  matter 
in  the  usual  form  before  the  senate  at  the  request 
of  the  party  interested;  and  he  desired  to  add,  that 
if  the  senate  should  be  of  opinion  that  a committee 
ought  to  be  raised,  he  hoped  it  would  not  place  his 
name  upon  the  list  of  its  members,  as  indispensa- 
ble engagements  would  occupy  his  attention  for 
several  days  to  come. 

“ Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  subject-matter  of  the  letter  of  the  hon. 
John  Ruggles,  of  the  13th  instant,  lo  a member  of  the 
senate,  which  was  laid  before  the  senate  this  day.” 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one  day  accord- 
ing to  the  rules,  and  will  come  up  on  Monday  next, 
to  which  day  the  senate1  adjourned. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  GLOBE. 

A friend  informed  me  last  evening,  that  an  arti- 
cle which  appeared  in  a New  York  paper,  charging 
corruption  on  one  or  more  members  of  congress, 
was  a blow  aimed  at  me.  I desire,  therefore,  to 
seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  state  to  the  public 
the  transaction,  out  of  which  this  charge,  or  insinu- 
ation, or  whatever  it  is,  must  have  arisen. 

Some  time  since,  a person  by  the  name  of  Jones, 
of  New  Jersey,  applied  to  me  to  draw  up  a specifi- 
cation and  claim  for  a patent  for  a trunk  ioek,  which 
he  was  advised  was  necessary  to  have  reissued,  on 
account  of  the  defects  existingin  one  he  had  previ- 
ously taken  out.  I consented  to  do  it,  as  it  was 
strictly  a professional  matter,  for  which  he  was  re- 
ferred to  me  by  those  whom  he  advised  with  on  the 
subject.  As  I found  it  would  be  a work  of  some 
Vol.  LIII — Sig.  25. 


labor,  and  require  some  professional  skill,  I accept- 
ed his  proposition  to  pay  me  a reasonable  compen- 
sation. Indeed,  he  could  not  expect  me  to  do  it 
without.  It  was  some  days  before  I got  it  com- 
pleted. The  next  day  after  I first  saw  him,  he  told 
me  that  as  general  Wall,  of  the  senate,  to  whom  he 
had  a letter,  was  not  here,  he  wished  me  to  go  with 
him  to  the  postmaster  general,  to  whom  he  wished 
to  exhibit  a mail  bag,  to  which  he  had  applied  his 
invention.  I went  with  him,  and  introduced  him, 
and  subsequently  show'ed  him  those  attentions  and 

Civllllica  Wllloll  I would  to  aoj  oltici  Citizen.  Lie 

offered,  in  the  outset,  to  pay  me  for  all  the  trouble 
ho  gave;  hut  T told  him  I should  receive  no  com- 
pensation except  for  preparing  his  papers  for  the 
reissue  of  the  patent,  which  w’ould  be  attended  with 
considerable  labor. 

After  general  Wall’s  return,  he  requested  me  to 
go  with  him  to  the  department,  which  I did  not  do, 
supposing  that  the  general  could  render  him  all  the 
aid  he  wished.  At  a subsequent  day  he  expressed 
a desire  to  dispose  of  one-lourth  part  of  his  patent 
to  me,  instead  of  paying  otherwise  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  papers,  and  to  enable  him  to  derive  a 
more  extended  benefit  from  it  in  New  England,  arid 
secure  my  professional  aid  in  supporting  and  sus- 
taining his  patent,  incase  any  legal  difficulty  should 
arise  as  to  his  rights  under  it.  I could  not  person- 
ally make  sale  of  his  manufacture,  but  agreed  to  the 
arrangement  in  consideration  of  having  a connec- 
tion in  Massachusetts  whose  occupation  would  en- 
able him  to  attend  to  it.  I wrote  the  agreement  as 
he  wished,  which  he  took  to  examine,  and  to  which 
he  expressed  his  assent.  There  was  nothing  in  it 
which  I could  have  any  wish  to  conceal.  It  was  a 
common  business  matter. 

Some  two  or  three  days  after  this  he  came  in, 
apparently  under  great  excitement,  on  account  of 
the  low  estimate  the  postmaster  general  placed  on 
his  mail  bag.  I endeavored  to  calm  him  by  saying 
that  the  postmaster  general  was  probably  too  much 
occupied  to  examine  fully  into  its  merits,  and  that, 
at  a period  of  more  leisure,  he  would  no  doubt  give 
more  attention  to  it. 

He  said  the  merit  of  his  mail-bag  had  been  alto- 
gether overlooked,  and  preference  given  to  another 
iioi  lmir  ao  good;  and  much  else  that  I need  not  re- 
peat. I tried  to  sootn  Him,  ami  impicso  him  with 
the  belief  that  the  postmaster  general  would  appre- 
ciate his  at  its  worth  w’hen  he  should  have  tried  it 
on  some  of  the  routes.  I said  nothing  about  pulling 
the  “wires,”  nor  about  “merit,”  in  the  sense  in 
which  such  expressions  are  attributed  to  me;  nor 
did  it  ever  enter  my  mind  to  receive  or  ask  com- 
pensation for  any  other  service  than  I have  above 
mentioned. 

I prepared  his  specification,  with  which  he  ap- 
peared to  be  well  pleased,  and  which  he  signed,  and 
annexed  the  usual  oath. 

He  never  executed  the  assignment  to  me,  nor 
have  I received  a cent  fiom  him  for  the  labor  of 
preparing  his  papers  and  drawning  up  his  specifica- 
tion and  claim.  He  left  the  city  without  calling  on 
me,  and  I have  not  heard  of  him  since. 

This  is  the  whole  matter,  so  far  as  I am  concern- 
ed, out  of  which  the  said  newspaper  article  has 
arisen.  J.  RUGGLES. 

Washington,  Feb.  13. 

From  Florida.  The  “Army  and  Navy  Chron- 
icle,” of  Thursday  last,  contains  the  following  of- 
ficial account  of  the  battle  with  the  Indians  briefly 
noticed  in  a postscript  in  the  last  “Register.” 
Letters  received  in  this  city  from  Black  Creek, 
dated  on  the  1st  inst.,  state  that  Sam  Jones  and  Al- 
ligator have  had  a quarrel,  and  that  the  former  with 
a part  of  his  band  had  separated  from  the  latter, 
who  was  determined  to  give  gen.  Jesup  a death 
fight.  The  cause  of  separation  is  a charge  of  cow- 
ardice by  Alligator  against  Sam  Jones,  in  the  battle 
with  colonel  Taylor. 

OFFICIAL. 

Head  Quarters,  Jlrmy  of  the  South, 

Camp  on  Jupiter  river,  Jan.  26,  1S38. 

Sir:  This  division  of  the  army,  which  I have  ac- 
companied, took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Fort 
Lloyd,  at  the  head  of  the  St.  John,  on  the  20th  inst. 
and  arrived  at  .the  Indian  crossing  place  on  the  Lo- 
cha  Hatchee  on  the  24th,  between  1 1 and  12  o’clock, 
A.  M.  The  enemy  was  found  there  in  an  almost 


impregnable  position,  attacked  and  dispersed,  and 
the  army  encamped  on  the  battle  ground. 

The  Indian  force  has  been  variously  estimated  at 
from  one  to  three  hundred  warriers.  I am  of  opin- 
ion that  not  more  than  one  hundred  were  engaged; 
but  the  strength  of  their  position  was  such  that  they 
ought  to  have  held  it  much  longer  than  they  did. — - 
The  regular  troops,  both  officers  and  soldiers,  be- 
haved, as  they  always  do,  in  the  best  manner.  Some 
confusion  occurred  among  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
in  consequence  of  w’hich  they  suffered  severely,  but 
oraer  was  reauny  restored,  many  or  tnem  behaved 
with  the  greatest  bravery,  and  all  of  them  as  well  as 
raw  troops  usually  behave  in  their  first  encounter 
with  an  enemy.  The  north  Alabama  volunteers 
were  on  the  right  and  ready  for  action;  but  the  ene- 
my being  before  the  left  and  centre,  they  were  not 
engaged. 

Yesterday  was  occupied  in  throwing  a bridge 
across  the  Locha  Hatchee,  passing  the  army  over, 
and  marching  to  this  place,  distant  four  miles,  where 
I shall  be  compelled  to  wait  supplies  from  Fort 
Pierce. 

Late  last  night  I ascertained,  by  the  scouts  sent 
out  in  the  morning,  that  the  enemy  had  retreated 
south.  Pursuit  will  be  renewed  so  soon  as  I shall 
obtain  four  or  five  days  subsistence. 

My  wound,  though  severe,  shall  not  prevent  me 
from  moving  with  the  army. 

I have  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 

Mnj.  Gen.  Commanding. 

Brig.  General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General,  Washington  City. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Major  Gen.  Jesup,  severe  flesh  wound  in  the  face. 

Killed.  Wounded. 


3d  regiment  artillery,  2 6 

2d  regiment  dragoons,  0 1 

Tennessee  volunteers,  5 23* 

Total,  7 30 


* 8 dangerously  (2  since  dead)  and  15  slightly. 

Pennsylvania.  On  Monday  last  the  following 
resolution  passed  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Pennsylvania,  after  an  animated  discussion,  by  a 
vote  of  51  to  49.  We  will  endeavor  to  give  the 
proceedings  in  detail  in  our  next,  with  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  general 
assembly  met,  That  our  representatives  in  congress 
be  requested,  and  our  senators  instructed,  to  vote 
and  use  their  influence  for  a postponement  until 
the  next  session  of  congress,  of  the  act  introduced 
by  the  hon.  Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  commonly 
called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  any  other  act  or  acts 
of  a similar  character,  and  that  they  vote  at  this 
session  for  no  act  of  a similar  nature. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  a postponement  until  March 
15th.  Lost — yeas  50,  nays  50. 

Mr.  Pray  moved  the  postpone  indefinitely,  which 
was  lost  by  the  same  vote. 

The  above  resolution,  being  a substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  51, 
nays  49. 

Mr.  Garrettson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following:  “That  we  have  full  confidence  in  Martin 
Van  Buren,  and  in  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of 
our  democratic  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress” — which  was  carried — yeas  56,  nays  44. 

Mr.  Hopkins  then  moved  to  amend,  by  adding 
the  following:  “That  our  senators  are  hereby  fur- 
ther instructed,  and  our  representatives  are  re- 
quested to  vote  for  such  a mode  of  receiving,  keep- 
ing and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  as  will  sepa- 
rate as  far  as  practicable  the  banks  from  the  go- 
vernment,” which  wras  agreed  to — yeas  52,  noes  48. 

Mr.  Hopkins  then  moved  the  postpone  inde- 
finitely which  was  again  lost — yeas  49,  nays  51. 

The  resolutions  were  then  passed  finally — yeas 
51,  nays  49.  The  preamble  to  the  first  resolution 
was  then  rejected,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  learn- 
ed that  the  above  instructions  have  also  passed  the 
senate,  and  that  certified  copies  have  been  received 
in  this  rify 
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THE  FRONTIER— OFFICIAL. 

From  the  Globe  of  Monday  night.  The  subjoined 
extracts  of  a letter,'  received  at  the  war  department 
from  general  Scott,  show  that  the  w'hole  northern 
frontier  is  tranquil.  This  officer  ha9  displayed 
equal  zeal,  ability,  and  discretion,  in  the  measure 
he  has  adopted  to  maintain  the  character  and  good 
faith  of  the  country,  and  to  protect  our  rights  from 
violation.  He  has  been  ably  seconded  by  lieuten- 
ant colonel  Worth,  whose  energy  and  perseverance 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  with  which  he 
was  charged  by  his  commanding  officer  entitle  him 
to  high  commendation. 

The  measures  of  pacification  adopted  by  general 
Scott  to  restrain  the  excitement,  and  protect  our 
territory  on  the  Vermont  frontier,  were  entrusted  to 
brigadier  general  Wool,  who,  in  conjunction  with 
the  governor  of  that  state,  succeeded  in  carrying 
them  into  successful  operation. 


Extracts  from  a letter  of  Major  General  Scott  to  the 
Depart  men  t of  Wnr  dated. 

Buffalo,  Feb.  5, 183S. 


“After  much  uneasiness,  on  my  part,  on  account 
of  the  Detroit  frontier,  and  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
troops  sent  hence  in  the  Robert  Fulton,  I have  the 
honor  to  report  that  I this  morning,  by  the  return 
of  my  express,  received  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
plies from  both  his  excellency  governor  Mason, 
and  brigadier  general  Bradv,  dated  the  2d  instant, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed.  By  these 
it  will  appear  that  the  tranquillity  of  that  fron- 
tier has  been  entirely  restored,  and  that  the  re- 
gulars, without  the  aid  of  a single  volunteer,  are 
deemed  sufficient  for  its  future  tranquillity. 

“It  may  be  thought,  possibly,  that  I sent  thither 
too  large  a portion  of  the  regulars  from  this  fron- 
tier; but  please  reflect,  that  at  the  time,  I had  no 
authority  to  call  upon  Michigan,  or  any  state  above 
this,  for  troops;  but  I knew  that  the  Detroit  fron- 
tier was  in  much  danger;  that  brigadier  general 
Brady  had  not  a regular  soldier  within  his  reach; 
that  much  had  already  been  done  to  tranquillize 
this  frontier,  and  that  I retained  a sufficient  force, 
regulars  and  volunteers,  to  maintain  its  tranquil- 
lity. Besides,  the  appearance  of  the  tw'o  steamers, 
the  Robert  Fulton  and  New  England,  all  along  our 
shore  of  the  lake,  with  United  States  troops,  had  the 
happiest  effect  in  allaying  the  excitement,  almost 
universal  among  our  citizens,  and  in  preventing 
any  unlawful  movement  on  their  part. 

“I  think  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to 
lieut.  col.  Worth,  for  the  extraordinary  zeal,  per- 
severance, and  energy  by  which  he  succeeded  in 
reaching  Detroit  in  the  Robert  Fulton,  with  the 
troops  sent  hence.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  lieu- 
tenant Homans,  of  the  navy,  whom  I placed  in  the 
nautical  charge  of  the  boat.  A copy  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Worth’s  report  to  me,  dated  tne  zsrn  ulti- 
timo,  is  herewith  enclosed.  It  is  highly  satisfac- 
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cellency  governor  Marcy,  for  two  battallions  for 
those  rivers, and  that  the  governor  promptly  caused 
orders  to  be  issued  to  supply  the  troops  from  the 
nearest  brigades,  if  brigadier  general  Wool,  who  is 
in  that  quarter,  shall,  under  the  instructions  of  gen. 
Scott,  deem  their  services  important. 

“Whilst  writing  the  above,  we  further  learn  that 
a gentleman  has  just  arrived  from  Buffalo,  who 
brings  despatches  representing  that  a passenger, 
from  Detroit,  met  at  the  Black  swamp,  beyond 
Sandusky,  about  the  5th  instant,  a new  and  large 
band,  destined  to  invade  Canada,  from  our  side  of 
the  Detroit  river,  and  which  band  had  many  wagons 
loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition.  What  orders 
general  Scott  has  given,  or  what  movement  he  may 
make,  consequent  on  this  report,  we  know  not;  but 
he  has,  on  that  frontier,  brig.  gen.  Brady,  with  a 
competent  force  of  regulars  and  volunteers  to  meet 
the  contingency,  and  colonel  Worth  is  immediately 
charged  with  the  protection  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
also  with  a competent  force. 

“The  Vermont  frontier  (with  which  and  the 
Chateaugay  and  St.  Lawrence  rivers,  gen.  Wool  is 
charged)  was,  at  the  latest  dates,  perfectly  tran- 
quil.” 


‘This  officer  has  this  moment  arrived,  through 
the  peninsula  opposite,  having  crosed  the  Niagara 
from  Queenstown  to  Lewistown.  He  confirms  all 
the  favorable  reports  above.  He  thinks  there  may 
be  8,000  British  troops,  regulars  and  volunteers, 
between  the  Detroit  and  Niagara  rivers,  on  the  other 
side,  of  whom  a fourth,  perhaps  a third,  are  regu- 
lars. He  saw  many  large  detachments;  was  receiv- 
ed with  high  courtesy  every  where,  and  with  mili- 
tary honors  at  Sandwich.  The  British  authorities 
expressed  much  satisfaction  with  our  movements  in 
support  of  the  obligations  of  neutrality. 

“Captain  Wright  and  lieutenant  Talcott,  both  of 
the  army,  were  among  the  gentlemen  who  returned 
with  lieutenant  colonel  Worth.” 


Extract  from  a letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Worth  to 
General  Scott,  dated 
“Steamer  Fulton,  (near  Dstroit  > 
river,)  January  2S,  1838.  J 
“In  reference  to  this  expedition,  I am  happy  to 
say  that  its  effect  has  been  beneficial,  equal  to  your 
most  sanguine  expectations,  both  as  tending  to  dis- 
perse the  hostile  expedition,  and  re-assure  the  well- 
disposed  portion  of  our  people. 

“The  lesson  has  taught  the  violator  the  ability 
and  determination  of  the  constituted  authorities  to 
maintain  the  law.” 


From  the  Albany  Argus,  Feb.  12, 

“We  learn  that  major  general  Scott  arrived  in 
this  city  the  day  before  yesterday,  (Saturday  even- 
ing,) having,  probably,  been  brought  hither,  from 
Buffalo,  by  the  rumors  which  are  kept  afloat 
all  along  our  Canadian  frontiers,  and  one  which 
represented  that  a new  expedition  against  Canada 
was  on  foot  on  the  Chateaugay  or  St.  Lawrence 
river.  Whether  there  be  any  thing  in  this  particu- 
lar rumor,  w'e  know  not;  but  learn  that  general 
Scott  has  maue  a fuiChor  roqt,;cit;nn  upon  his  ex 


FROM  MEXICO. 

Speech  of  president  Bustamente  at  the  opening  of  the 
Mexican  Congress. 

[Translated  for  the  Neio  Orleans  Bee.'] 
Gentlemen:  You  have  once  more  assembled 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  you 
by  the  important  functions  with  which  you  are  in- 
vested. The  return  of  every  successive  session 
excites  general  attention,  and  inspires  the  hope 
that  a happy  future  may  arrive  which  shall  efface 
the  remembrance  of  our  misfortunes  and  disgraces. 
But  at  present,  especially,  the  Mexicans  direct  their 
eyes  to  the  national  representation  and  supreme  go- 
vernment, and  await  with  impatience  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the  year  1838  the  accomplishment  of 
their  wishes,  with  those  guarantees  which  may  en- 
sure the  future  happiness  and  glory  of  our  country. 

I should  be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce to  you,  to-day,  the  entire  settlement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  administration,  but  I cannot  yet  re- 
ward your  patriotism  by  such  a declaration;  suffice 
it  to  know  that  peace  and  tranquillity  are  maintain- 
ed, and  that  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  and  their 
horror  of  civil  war,  are  continually  multiplying  the 
elements  of  general  prosperity,  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  yourselves  and  the  government  to  combine 
for  the  national  welfare.  The  Mexicans,  fatigued 
with  intestine  commotions,  which  produce  no  other 
result  than  salutary  experience,  begin  to  sigh  for 
repose,  and  conjure  us  to  unite  all  our  energies  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  republic. 

In  undertairincr  tr,  »»njUct  tne  government,  I 
forsaw  all  the  difficulties  with  which  I would 
have  to  contend,  from  the  condition  in  which  its 
various  branches  were  placed.  The  want  of  con 
fidence  and  credit;  the  abandonment  of  works  of 
public  utility;  the  distress  of  the  operatives  and  of 
the  army,  and  the  extreme  exhaustion  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  all  tended  to  oppose  the  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  constitution,  in  that  regular  and  in- 
dispensable application  necessary  to  endow  them 
with  moral  influence,  without  which  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  their  formation  cannot  be  respect 
ed.  The  government  has  not  spared  its  efforts  to 
reform  existing  evils,  and  has  exposed  the  causes 
which  have  retarded  the  creation  arid  establish- 
ment of  the  tribunals  and  authorities  of  the  repub- 
lic. A Imost  all  of  them  now  exercise  their  respec- 
tive attributes,  ami  as  soon  as  the  government  can 
provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  officers,  it 
wilt  pursue,  without  relaxation,  the  administration 
of  civil  and  judicial  business,  in  all  its  departments. 
From  this  the  happiest  effects  must  flow,  and  a 
permanent  protection  of  individual  rights  will  not 
constitute  the  least  important  of  these  beneficial 
results.  I can  ussure  you  that  the  various  authori- 
ties are  animated  with  the  most  laudable  zeal  to  en- 
force, practically,  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  encountered  by  them  in 
the  exact  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  examination  instituted  into  the  general  af- 
fairs of  the  financial  department  will  convince  you 
of  the  necessity  of  placing  proper  restrictions  upon 
the  public  expenditure,  and  of  withdrawing  the  go- 
vernment from  the  embarrassing  and  equivocal 
situation  in  which  it  stands,  in  being  compelled  to 
provide  for  the  most  urgent  expenses.  All  the 
most  important  questions,  the  good  fame  of  the  re- 
public, the  welfare  of  its  officers  and  of  private 
individuals,  the  industry,  and,  finally,  the  very  ex- 
istence of  society,  depend  upon  its  solution.  The 
government  will  not  fail  to  attend  to  this  import- 
ant subject,  and  will  inform  you,  at  proper  inter- 
vals, of  the  result  of  its  labors.  Your  co-operation 
will  doubtless  equal  your  zeal  for  the  public  welfare. 


The  plan  upon  which  the  army  will  be  arranged, 

— a point  as  advantageous  to  the  nation  as  useful  to 
discipline — will  form  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  the  investigation  of  the  executive.  The  suffer- 
ing of  our  troops  while  maintaining  external  se- 
curity and  internal  order,  merited  our  gratitude, 
and  I,  for  one,  can  never  be  indifferent  to  their 
merits.  The  departments  of  California  and  New 
Mexico  have  re-united  with  the  national  govern- 
ment, and  their  simple  inhabitants,  worthy  of  all 
our  solicitude,  display,  by  various  manifestations 
of  obedience  and  patriotism,  the  sentiments  by 
which  they  are  animated,  and  their  willingness  to 
co-operate  in  the  suppression  of  those  unnatural 
men  who  seek  to  subject  them  to  a foriegn  yoke. 
You  have  already  been  informed  of  the  steps  taken 
by  the  government  to  put  a final  period  to  these 
commotions,  and  I trust  that  the  authors  of  the  de- 
plorable acts  committed  in  New  Mexico  will  meet 
their  just  reward. 

With  regard  to  the  campaign  of  Texas,  I can 
only  say  that  it  is  the  first  duty  s°”°’-nmpnt 

and  of  the  Mexicans,  and  that  it  would  be  acquiting 
myself  but  poorly  of  my  functions  not  to  employ 
all  my  power  and  all  my  means  in  order  to  sur- 
mount those  obstacles  which  have  hitherto  delayed 
it;  I relv,  moreover,  on  the  efficient  aid  and  co-ope- 
ration of  the  legislature. 

I regret  to  announce  to  you  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  not  duly  appreciated  the 
conduct  of  the  republic  in  sustaining,  with  dignity, 
the  rights  of  the  nation;  in  acknowledging,  with 
the  utmost  candor,  the  justness  of  some  ot  the 
claims,  and  denying,  with  the  same  frankness,  that 
of  many  others,  as  founded  neither  on  public  right 
nor  international  law.  Our  own  claims  have  met 
with  no  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  that  cabinet;  and 
I will  not  look  upon  that  harmony  which  should 
exist  between  two  people,  for  their  mutual  prosper- 
ity, as  perfectly  re-esiablisheri,  until  I obtain  the 
proofs,  by  a frank  and  friendly  conduct,  by  the  re- 
ligious observance  of  treaties,  and  by  a due  regard 
to  the  principles  and  relations  of  national  proxim- 
ity. Let  us  hope  that  this  confidence  will  be  speed- 
ily re-produced,  and  the  government  will  omit 
nothing  to  prevent  a rupture  which  would  be  at- 
tended with  fatal  consequences  to  the  two  most 
powerful  States  in  America. 

In  a few  days  yon  will  receive  detailed  informa- 
tion of  all  the  branches  of  the  government,  and  of 
my  opinions  respecting  their  progress,  and  the  im- 
provements of  which  they  are  susceptible.  I will, 
however,  touch  upon  one  point  which  has  served 
as  a pretext  to  some  persons  for  calumny,  aid  had 
led  others  into  erroneous  views  respecting  rny  sen- 
timents and  conduct.  You  are  aware  that  I allude 
to  the  representations  addressed  to  the  government 
for  the  change  of  the  constitution,  conformably  to 
the  wishes  of  those  by  whom  these  documents  have 
been  subscribed.  It  is  m v duty  to  inform  you,  on  this 
subject,  that,  although  I have  lamented  the  abuse 
of  the  important  right  of  petition,  and  still  more  the 
inquietude  and  alarm  which  it  has  produced  in  the 
republic,  I have  employed  no  other  measures  than 
a prudent  toleration  for  the  defence  of  the  funda- 
mental laws.  When  the  citizens  are  suffering, 
misguided  opinions  are  partially  excusable,  and  the 
voice  of  government,  and  not  the  hand  of  violence, 
should  be  employed  in  its  suppression;  at  all 
events,  while  it  does  not  extend  to  acts  of  open 
rebellion. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  conceal  from  your  en- 
lightened body,  and  from  impartial  reflection  that 
the  fatal  coincidence  of  public  evils  with  an  estab- 
lished system  of  government  often  tends  to  seduce 
patriotism,  and  place  dangerous  weapons  in  the 
hands  of  agitators,  to  propagate  discord  under  the 
specious  design  of  seeking  a correction  of  existing 
vices.  The  good  sense  of  their  justice  will  decide.  Its 
sovereign  will,  manifested  in  the  laws  in  an  explicit 
and  positive  manner,  and  its  love  of  public  peace, 
already  sufficiently  demonstrate d,  all  impose  upon 
me  the  obligation  to  adhere  faithfully  to  my  oath. 

Confide,  gentlemen,  in  the  ardent  zeal  which 
animates  the  government  in  obeying  the  nation’s 
will,  and  thus  ensuring  the  future  greatness  of  the 
republic.  You  are  called  upon  to  enact  wise  and 
just  laws,  which  shall  overcome  every  obstacle, 
and  to  confer  upon  the  executive  the  necessary 
force  for  carrying  into  effect  the  vast  designs  upon 
which  the  welfare  of  Mexico  depends.  Tlie  good 
will  existing  in  the  various  departments,  and  the 
display  of  their  hopes  and  wishes  will  sufficiently 
guarantee  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  the 
spirit  of  concord  which  will  ensure  to  the  country 
many  years  of  continued  prosperity.  I have  spoken. 

The  “Intelligencer”  of  W ednesday  last  contains 
the  following  paragraph  from  the  speech  ot  the 
president  of  the  chamber  in  reply  to  the  above 
speech  of  Bustamente,  which  the  editors  of  that 
i print  have  had  translated. 
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“It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  does  not  correspond  to  the 
frankness  and  good  faith  of  that  of  Mexico.  The 
day  will,  doubtless,  arrive  in  which  the  American 
nation  will  feel  convinced  that  we  are  no  less  con- 
scientious and  religiously  scrupulous  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  our  contracts  than  zealous  in  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights  and  firm  in  the  preservation 
of  our  honor  and  dignity. 

“In  respect  to  the  war  upon  Texas,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  carried  on,  and  that  those  ad- 
venturers who  have  shown  so  much  ingratitude  in 
return  for  the  benefits  they  have  received  from  this 
nation,  should  be  chastised  for  the  same;  and  the 
executive  will  have  placed  at  its  disposal  all  the 
means  necessary  for  this  purpose,  dependent  upon 
the  legislative  body.” 


ADDRESS  OF  S.  S.  PRENTISS 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  JYHSSISSIPPr. 

Fellow- citizone:  In  November  last  you  elected 
me  one  of  your  representatives  to  the  25th  congress, 
by  uiuch  the  largest  vote  ever  polled  for  that  office 
in  the  state.  The  election  washolden,  as  you  well 
know,  at  the  time,  places,  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  your  laws,  which  laws  were  enacted  by 
your  legislature,  under  the  express  authority  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  Immediately 
alter  ascertaining  the  result  of  that  election,  I re- 
ceived from  the  governor  credentials,  in  pursuance 
of  law,  and  repaired,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to 
the  federal  city.  I presented  my  credentials  to 
the  speaker  ol  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
demanded  to  be  sworn  in  as  a member.  The 
speaker  rufused;  and  I was  told  that  the  seats  be- 
longing to  the  state  of  Mississippi  were  already 
filled.  On  examination,  I found  them  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson.  You  probably  re- 
collect that,  in  July  last,  you  elected  those  gentle- 
men to  serve  you  until  superceded  by  such  persons 
as  you  might  select,  at  the  general  election  in  No- 
vember. On  presenting  my  power  of  attorney 
from  you,  dispensing  with  their  further  service,  and 
substituting  myself  and  colleague  in  their  places, 
they  utterly  refused  to  obey,  and  set  your  mandate 
at  open  defiance.  Indeed,  they  had  previously  as- 
serted, upon  the  floor  of  the  house,  that  you  had 
elected  them  for  the  whole  of  the  25th  congress; 
that  they  had  been  candidates  for  the  whole  term, 
and  that  you  so  understood  it.  They  demanded 
and  obtained,  at  the  special  session,  by  a resolu- 
tion introduced  by  themselves,  a decision  that  they 
were  duly  elected  to  the  whole  of  the  25th  con- 
gress; and,  relying  upon  this  decision,  they  object- 
ed, both  before  the  committee  and  the  house,  to 
any  examination  into  the  question  whether  you  hid, 
in  reality,  intend  to  elect  them  for  a longer  period 
than  the  special  session;  thus  basing  their  claim  to 
seats,  not  upon  your  will,  but  upon  a decision  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  procured  at  their  own 
instigation,  upon  an  ex  ‘parte  examination  of  the 
case,  and  without  the  production  of  any  legal  cre- 
dentials or  certificate  of  election  whatever.  Find- 
ing the  attitude  in  which  the  matter  stood,  I pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  attack  the  decision  of  the  house, 
as  unconstitutional,  ex  parte,  and  founded  upon 
palpable  mistake.  I took  the  ground  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  validity  of  the  July  election,  it 
was  not  intended  to  supercede,  nor  could  it  consti- 
tutionally supercede,  the  regular  election  in  No- 
vember; and  that  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi  were  beyond  (he  control,  and 
above  the  jurisdiction,  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 1 denied  the  power  of  one  branch  of 
the  federal  legislature  to  nullify  the  admitted  con- 
stitutional law  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  fixing 
the  time  for  the  election  of  her  representatives  to 
congress.  I openly  denied,  on  your  behalf,  any 
intention  of  surrendering  your  constitutional  right 
of  choosing  your  representatives  at  the  time,  places, 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  your  laws. 

.After  a most  severe  and  memorable  contest,  in 
which  every  art  and  effort  was  exhausted  for  the 
purpose  of  sustaining  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Ghol- 
son in  their  usurped  places,  the  house  at  length 
solemnly  decided  that  they  were  not  entitled  to 
seats  as  the  representatives  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  express  ground  that  the  July  election 
was  unconstitutional  and  void.  This  decision  was 
predicated  upon  the  obvious  principle  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  expressly  delegates 
to  the  state  legislatures  the  power  of  designating 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  election,  uncon- 
trolled, except  by  law  of  congress;  and  that  the 
legislature  of  Mississippi  having,  in  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  this  power,  fixed  the  first  Monday,  and 
day  following,  of  November,  as  the  time  for  the 
election  of  her  representatives  to  the  25th  congress, 
the  governor  had  no  authority  to  change  the  time  so 
designated. 


So  far  the  house  of  representatives  honorably 
rectified  an  acknowledged  error  into  which  they 
had  fallen,  and  sustained  you  against  the  attack 
which  had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Claiborne  and 
Gholson  upon  your  most  sacred  constitutional 
rights,  and  these  gentlemen  were  justly  turned  out 
of  the  seats  to  which  they  had  clung  with  such 
desperate  tenacity.  I would,  for  the  honor  of  the 
American  nation’,  if  I could,  stop  here.  No  sooner, 
however,  had  the  house  decided  that  the  July  elec- 
tion was  void,  because  November  was  the  only 
time  at  which  an  election  could  be  valid,  than  they 
turned  around  and  again  decided  that  the  November 
election  was  void,  because  of  the  error  into  which 
the  house  had  fallen;  and  this  decision  was  made 
upon  the  avowed  and  monstrous  doctrine  that  you 
could  not  exercise  your  admitted  constitutional 
right  of  choosing  representatives,  so  long  as  the 
blunder  of  the  house  in  relation  to  it  remained  un- 
acknowledged. 

The  highest  political  right  which  appertains  to 
you  was  suspended,  and  the  state  of  Mississippi 
totally  disfranchised,  not  by  any  fault  of  her  own, 
but  through  the  acknowledged  ignorance  of  the 
house.  While  the  house  was  in  error,  you  could 
not  exercise  your  rights;  and  a simple  resolution 
of  the  federal  house  of  representatives,  by  this  deci- 
sion, is  sufficient,  at  any  time,  not  only  to  modify 
but  to  destroy  the  right  of  representation  of  any  or 
every  state  in  the  union.  No  one  denied  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  law  and  the  constitution,  you  had 
elected  me  as  your  representative.  It  wasyourright 
to  elect  any  body  that  -was  denied.  It  was  decided 
that  your  election  in  July  was  void,  on  account  of 
the  November  election,  and  that  the  November  elec- 
tion vvas  void,  on  account  of  the  erroneous  decision 
of  the  house  in  favor  of  the  July  election.  Thus, 
at  a period  when,  of  all  others,  your  interests  must 
require  attention,  and  questions  of  vital  impor 
tance  arc  agitating  the  country,  you  are  juggled 
out  of  your  whole  right  of  representation  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  national  legislatare,  and  the 
reason  assigned  is,  that  the  blunders  of  the  house 
of  representatives  are  constitutional  laws,  and  para- 
mount to  the  admitted  constitutional  laws  of  the 
states,  and  of  force  sufficient  to  annul  the  same. 
Doctrines  so  federal  were  never  before  advanced 
in  this  government;  and,  if  they  be  correct,  then 
is  the  house  of  representatives  a despot,  and  the 
rights  of  the  states  exist  only  in  imagination.  If 
such  doctrines  are  correct,  what  prevents  congress 
from  declaring  itself  perpetual— -a  rump  parliament 
— and  then  asserting,  as  they  have  in  the  present 
instance,  that,  so  long  as  that  decision  remains  un- 
rescinded, the  constitutional  power  of  the  states  to 
hold  their  regular  elections  is  suspended,  and  their 
laws  nullified! 

Upon  the  question  of  the  validity  or  ine  Novem- 
ber election,  the  vote  stood  at  a tie,  and  the  speaker 
had  the  glorious  infamy  of  deciding  it  against  you. 

A single  representatives  from  another  state  exercis 
ed  the  power  of  denying  your  right  to  any  repre- 
sentation; and  the  still  small  voice  of  James  K. 
Polk  deprived  you  of  that  which  a hundred  thou- 
sanld  bayonets  coud  not  have  forced  from  you. 

I wish  you  to  distinctly  uuderstand  that  your 
right  of  election,  either  in  July  or  November,  has 
been  solemnly  denied  and  repudiated.  I told 
the  house  that  you  would  not  submit  quietly  to 
have  your  elective  franchise  trodden  beneath  the 
iron  heel  of  federal  despotism,  and,  that  there  was 
no  possession  you  would  not  sooner  part  with  than 
your  right  of  representation,  that  great  legacy  of 
the  revolution.  Was  I right  or  was  I wrong  in 
thus  speaking  for  you?  Whether  right  or  wrong, 

I spoke  my  own  sentiments  when  I denounced,  as 
I did,  the  action  of  the  house  as  a plain  and  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution;  a foul,  high- 
handed and  tyrannical  usurpation.  I looked  with 
scorn  and  derision  upon  the  juggling  and  hypocri- 
tical pretence  of  sending  the  election  back  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  your  wishes,  when  you  had 
spoken,  through  all  your  legal  and  constitutional 
forms,  in  a voice  which  an  idiot  could  not  fail  to 
have  understood.  The  house  has  decided  that  both 
your  elections,  in  July  and  November,  are  void; 
and  yet  they  permit  the  representative  from  Arkan- 
sas to  hold  his  seat  under  two  elections  precisely 
parallel. 

I tell  you  candidly  and  honestly  my  own  opinion 
of  the  whole  transaction,  and  I have  been  a close 
and  attentive  observer.  I believe  you  have  been 
basely  defrauded  of  your  elective  franchise,  simply 
because  you  did  not  choose  i n exercising  it,  to  con- 
sult the  political  taste  and  complexion  of  the  ma- 
jority in  the  house.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether 
you  will  bow  in  submission  to  the  rod,  and  sacrifice 
your  great  and  sacred  rights  at  the  shrine  of  party 
dictation,  or  whether  you  will  assert  your  right, 
free  and  untrammelled,  to  elect  whom  you  please 
as  your  representatives. 


The  true  contest  now  is,  whether  you  or  the 
house  of  representatives  shall  designate  the  indi- 
viduals who  shall  serve  you  in  that  body.  To  the 
honorable  and  high-minded  of  all  political  parties  I 
appeal,  for  a dignified  and  determined  assertion  of 
the  right  of  election.  Believing,  as  I do,  before 
Heaven,  that  I am  your  constitutional  representa- 
tive, in  spite  of  the  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  action, 
of  the  house;  and  believing,  too,  that  the  honor  and 
character  of  the  citizens  of  Mississippi  are  deeply 
involved  in  the  action  which  they  may  take  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
address  to  you  some  account  of  the  result  of  the 
high  errand  upon  which  you  sent  me.  I regret 
that  my  task  has  been  but  half  accomplished. 
The  usurpers  have  been  driven  from  the  capitol; 
but  your  representatives  have  been  denied  admit- 
tance. To  the  best  of  my  humble  ability  I have 
obeyed  your  high  behest.  It  now  devolves  upon 
you  to  assert,  in  such  manner  as  honor  and  duty 
may  dictate,  your  violated  rights. 

S.  S.  PRENTISS. 
Washington  City,  Feb.  7,  1838. 

P.  S.  I shall  be  in  Mississippi  in  few  days,  when 
I will  be  able  to-'explain  to  you,  more  at  large,  the 
outrage  which  has  been  committed  upon  you. 

S.  S.  P. 

DEATH  OF  OSCEOLA. 

As  we  had  reason  to  anticipate  from  the  despon- 
dency spoken  of  by  Mr.  Catlin  in  bis  letter,  a day 
or  two  since  published  in  the  Star,  together  with 
the  severe  attack  of  quinsy  sore  throat  which  this 
chief  suffered  a few  days  before  Mr.  C.  left  Charles- 
ton, he  has  fallen  a victim  to  those  combined  causes, 
and  now 

“Life’s  fitful  fever  oe’r 

Sleeps  quiet  in  his  grave.” 

He  died  on  Tuesday  night  at  Fort  Moultrie,  on 
Sullivan’s  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  Mr. 
Catlin  informs  us  that  a few  days  before  he  left, 
Osceola  was  suddenly  attacked  one  night  with  a 
violent  inflammation  of  the  throat,  which  proved 
quinsy.  The  officers  and  surgeon  thought  him 
dying,  and  set  up  with  him.  By  copious  bleeding 
in  the  arm,  he  recovered.  It  was  at  this  moment 
that  Mr.  C.  saw  Osceola  under  circumstances  of  so 
impressive  a character  that  he  can  never  erase  them 
from  his  mind.  For  some  distance,  before  reaching 
his  quarters,  he  heard  his  deep  and  heavy  groans, 
and  on  entering  found  the  noble  chieftain — who 
could  endure  every  hardship  in  Florida’s  desolate 
hammocks,  and  who  dared  to  peril  any  danger 
“that  man  dare  do”— prostrate  on  his  back,  unnerv- 
ed, and  conquered  by  disease.  His  proud  spirit  in 
its  grandeur  chafing  like  a torrent  in  a compressed 
ravine  against  the  destructible  and  perishable  em- 
banUmpnt«  that  impeded  its  bounding  course.  For 
nobly  formed  as  his  outward  person  was,  he  felt 
that  it  was  too  cirsumscribed  to  contain  a soul  like 
his,  and  that  with  all  other  things  earthly,  it  carried 
the  fatal  impress  of  death. 

In  his  extreme  suifering  he  had  torn  off  his  Angola 
Turban,  and  his  black  clustering  tresses  now  flowed 
in  dishevelled  wildness  down  his  nobly  formed 
neck  and  shoulders,  and  over  the  lap  of  the  favorite 
wife  on  whom  his  head  reposed.  The  other  was 
bathing  his  chest,  and  it  was  thus  that  the  group 
were  arranged  when  the  artist  saw  this  graphic 
scene.  Osceola,  manfully  as  he  breasted  mortal 
nature,  could  not  conceal  the  pain  he  endured.  His 
features  were  distorted,  or  thrown  into  an  expres- 
sion of  mingled  despair  and  resolute  firmness  to 
meet  his  fate;  the  eye  rolling  in  wild  frenzy  beneath 
the  fretted  brow;  the  chest  heaving  like  the  ocean 
billows;  the  throat  laboring  in  the  apparently  last 
death  struggle  of  the  deep  gurgling  rattle,  which 
gave  to  that  fine  mouth,  that  once  could  utter  such 
winning  eloquence,  the  expression  of  dark  despair, 
that  implored  some  pitying  hand  to  put  an  end  to  his 
misery. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  dying  gladiator,  or  the 
writhings  of  Laocoon — nor  of  all  that  sculpture  or 
painting  has  conceived  to  express  the  moral  subli- 
mity of  human  suifering,  that  could  surpass  this 
scene — that  received  a deeper  coloring  from  the 
darkness  of  the  chamber,  only  faintly  illumed  at 
times  by  the  gleam  that  fitfully  glared  from  the  fire- 
place upon  the  noble  wreck  that  was  perishing  on 
its  hearth. 

Such  appeared  Osceola,  whose  life,  history,  and 
personal  appearance,  have  been  so  often  graphically 
pourtrayed  in  our  columns  by  the  pens  of  Catlin, 
Simmons,  &c.  And  it  was  a repetition,  probably, 
of  the  foregoing  scene  which  closed  its  death  door 
upon  this  great  man,  by  stratagem  a prisoner  of  war, 
and  cut  off  in  the  zenith  of  his  life  by  wounded 
pride  that  preyed  on  hi3  proud  spirit,  and  forever 
closed  upon  the  brilliant  career  that,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, was  destined  for  him 

we  are  not  of  those  who  affect  any  overweening 
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sympathy  for  the  fortunes  of  the  Indian  race,  or  ex- 
travagant admiration  of  their  character.  That  they 
have  been  most  inhumanly  persecuted  by  the  white 
races,  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  is 
most  true.  That  they  have  often  taken  cruel  re- 
venge on  their  civilized  conquerors  is  no  less  so. — 
But  of  their  inferiority,  intellectually  speaking  to 
the  whites  there  can  be  no  doubt — and  their  destiny, 
therefore,  has  been  of  necessity  that  of  subjection  to 
us.  Their  high  moral  qualities,  and  their  wild  but 
blameless  life,  and  their  courage,  we  leave  to  an- 
other occasion. 

A great  man  of  them — greater  doubtless  because 
his  blood  was  half  white,  though  his  habits  were  all 
Indian,  has  fallen  among  them.  In  estimating  him 
therefore  it  is  necessary  to  make  some  deduction 
for  our  own  race.  Had  his  counsels  been  strictly 
adhered  to  by  the  greedy,  grasping  government 
agents  sent  into  Florida  before  the  war  broke  out, 
all  would  have  been  well — but  they  had_  their  selfish 
views,  and  were  punished  for  it  with  ignominious 
death;  and  many’s  the  stream  and  the  overglade 
there,  that  for  these  mercenary  men  has  since  drunk 
deeply  of  the  blood  of  our  best  chivalry.  If  Osceola 
had  lived  and  gone  on  the  prairies  west,  30,000  men, 
as  he  told  Mr.  C.  were  there  to  do  his  bidding.  He 
made  numberless  inquiries  of  Mr.  C.  of  the  wood, 
water  and  game  of  that  region;  and  there’s  no  doubt 
his  mind  was  fixed  to  go,  and  there  to  have  recom- 
menced a ferocious,  cruel,  and  bloody  border  war, 
to  which  that  of  Florida  and  all  its  attendant  horrors 
would  have  proved  a mere  episode.  The  Comman- 
ches,  the  Osages,  the  Pawnees,  and  thousands  of 
their  mounted  warriors,  with  spear  of  knight  and 
caparisoned  horse,  would  under  this  noble  chief, 
have  covered  and  flower-enamelled  praises  with 
their  conquering  hordes  and  carried  death  and  ruin 
throughout  the  border  of  the  Mississippi  from  Texas 
to  Wisconsin.  So  far,  therefore,  his  death  has  been 
a fortunate  event  for  the  frontier  settlers  there,  and 
we  doubt  if  the  news  does  not  dampen  the  ardor  of 
his  successors,  Wild  Cat  and  Alligator,  now  fighting 
for  the  honor  of  their  incarcerated  chief,  who  was 
the  soul,  the  life,  the  very  body  and  impulse  of  every 
movement  in  Florida,  and  whose  name  imparted  a 
talismanic  charm  that  proved  an  inspiration  to  bat- 
tle though  he  was  not  there.  Now  that  his  spirit 
has  winged  its  way  to  eternity,  the  face  of  affairs 
may  entirely  change. 

All  who  compare  the  fine  portraits  of  Osceola, 
which,  happily,  tor  the  curious  Mr.  Catlin  had  so 
fortunately  seized  at  the  very  last  passage  of  his 
glorious  life,  will  be  struck  with  the  perfect  corres- 
pondence of  their  traits  to  all  that  we  l^now  of  his 
character,  and  also  of  the  immeasurable  distance 
there  is,  between  his  physiognomy  and  form  and 
that  of  the  mere  Florida  Indian  himself,  like  Mica- 
nopy.  Cloud,  Coadjoho,  who  are  of  a darker  hue 
and  coarser  features,  analogous  to  the  African, 
While  Osceola’s  bear  the  very  stamp  of  high  mettled 
nobility  and  of  commanding  genius.  The  pensive 
melancholy  cast  of  expression, the  lurking  fire  of  a no- 
ble black  eye,  a towering  forehead, whose  finely  carv- 
ed and  compressed  outline  and  playful  smile,  indicate 
an  unflinching  firmness  of  resolve. 

But  the  theme  is  too  inviting  and  our  space  too 
circumscribed,  to  say  more  at  present.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  crowds  will  flock  to  the  Stuyvesant  Insti- 
tute to  look  at  the  lineaments  of  this  truly  great 
man;  for  there  only  can  we  now  form  an  idea  of 
what  he  was  who  has  filled  so  large  a space  in  the 
annals  of  our  country. — N.  Y.  Star. 

From  the  Charleston  Courier  of  Feb.  6. 

Death  of  Oceola. — We  have  been  favored 
with  the  following  statements  of  the  physicians  in 
attendance  on  this  distinguished  chief,  during  the 
illness  which  resulted  in  his  death,  and  insert  them 
in  our  paper,  believing  that  they  will  be  read  with 
much  interest. 

As,  no  doubt,  a curiosity  exists  in  the  public  mind 
to  know  the  causes  which  led  to  the  death  of  Oceola, 
the  distinguished  Seminole  chief,  and  as  many  re- 
ports may  be  circulated  on  the  subject,  I have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  give  publicity  to  a state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  attending  his  last  illness. 

I am  impelled,  moreover,  to  do  this  from  another 
motive— the  sense  of  a duty  which  I owe  to  myself 
and  those  entrusted  with  his  safe  keeping — being 
conscious  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  trust,  which  could,  in  any  way,  have 
contributed  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  ultimo,  he  was  attacked 
in  the  night  with  a violent  quinsy,  of  which  I was 
informed  very  soon  after,  and  hastened  to  his  room. 

-then-laboring  under  considerable  difficulty 
of  deglution  and  respcfrattu„,,..,.^„.panipH  with  a;^ 
and  inflammation  of  the  tonsils.  To  prevent  suffoca- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  support  him  nearly  in  an 
erect  position.  His  pulse  was  full,  quick  and  hard. 


Blood  was  instantly  drawn,  and  an  emetic  and  blis.- 
ter  prescribed.  At  this  moment  an  Indian  entered 
the  room,  who,  as  I afterwards  understood,  was  held 
in  high  esteem  as  a prophet  and  doctor.  From  the 
moment  of  his  entrance  there  was  a refusal  to  take 
any  thing.  Finding  myself  debarred  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  suitable  remedies,  and  feeling  the 
responsibility  devolving  upon  me,  I requested  pro- 
fessor B.  B.  Strobel  to  visit  the  patient  with  me. — 
He  attended  and  used  his  best  exertions  to  prevail  on 
the  patient  to  submit  to  treatment,  such  as  sacrifiea- 
tion,  leeching,  &c. — but  he  pertinaciously  refused; 
not  but  what  he  would  have  been  disposed  to  acqui- 
esce, had  he  not  been  overruled  by  the  influence  of 
his  family. 

F.  WEEDON,  Assistant  Surgeon. 

For  Moultrie,  Sullivan’s  Island,  Feb.  5. 

At  the  request'  of  Dr.  Weedon,  I visited  Oceola  at 
Sullivan’s  Island.  I saw  him  in  the  evening,  by 
candle  light — he  was  lying  on  his  blanket  before  the 
fire,  his  head  propped  up,  and  two  Indian  women 
(one  on  each  side  of  him)  employed  bathing  his 
neck  with  warm  water,  in  which  some  herbs  had 
been  steeped.  He  was  breathing  with  much  dif- 
ficulty, his  brow  contracted,  and  his  countenance 
indicating  great  bodily  pain.  His  pulse  was  full 
and  quick,  skin  hot  and  dry.  I requested  his  per- 
mission, through  the  interpreter,  to  examine  his 
throat,  to  which  he  assented.  I discovered  that  the 
tonsils  were  so  much  enlarged  as  greatly  to  impede 
respiration,  and  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
pharynx  was  in  a high  state  of  inflammation.  As 
there  was  some  danger  of  suffocation  unless  the  dis- 
ease was  arrested,  I proposed  to  scarify  the  tonsile. 
The  patient  referred  us  to  his  conjurer,  who  was 
sitting  on  the  floor  covered  up  in  his  blanket,  with 
all  the  air  aud  dignity  of  a great  man.  He  said  no! 
I next  proposed  to  apply  leeches  to  the  throat  and 
back  of  the  earn — the  conjurer  said  no!  I proposed 
lastly  some  medicine  and  a stimulating  wash  to  be 
applied  internally — which  he  also  refused — saying 
that  if  the  patient  was  not  better  in  the  morning,  he 
would  give  him  up  to  ns.  I urged,  entreated  and 
persuaded  him,  to  let  us  do  something,  for  although 
I did  not  doubt  his  ability  to  cure,  in  the  woods, 
where  he  could  have  access  to  hisroot3  and  herbs — 
yet  here  he  was  placed  under  different  circumstan- 
ces, and  as  he  had  no  means  within  his  reach- 
begged  him  to  yield  up  the  patient  to  us.  All  was 
in  vain,  and  we  were  finally  compelled  to  abandon 
Oceola  to  his  fate. 

In  conclusion,  I have  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
that  I entirely  coincided  with  the  views  and  pre- 
scriptions of  Dr.  Weedon,  and  believe  that  hc«l  h« 
been  permitted  to  put  them  iii  practice,  the  patient 
would  have  recovered. 

B.  B.  STROBEY,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Anatomy,  Medical  college,  S.  Ca. 
Charleston,  5th  February,  1838. 


retured  to  our  boats.  The  first  charge  was  made 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  firing  was  well 
sustained  until  half  past  seven  at  night. 

The  enemy  was  in  greater  force  than  we  ex- 
pected, and  outnumbered  our  party  so  much  as  to 
cover  our  flanks,  the  squaw  whom  we  brought 
off  says  one  hundred.  1 am  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  other  camp  gathered  upon  us  during  the 
action. 

What  the  Indian  loss  may  be,  I cannot  say:  three 
bodies  were  passed  as  w:e  advanced,  and  five 
others  were  seen  to  fall  by  more  than  those  who 
shot  theui.  We  used  part  of  the  time  the  buckshot 
cartridge,  which  must  have  done  execution. 

In  mentioning  the  conduct  of  the  command,  I 
will  only  say  that  the  officers  were  all  shot  at  the 
head  of  their  divisions,  cheering  them  on;  and  I 
will  not  conclude  without  noticing  the  excellent 
deportment  of  sergeants  Low  and  Cantwell,  of 
company  I,  first  artillery, 

Acting  lieutenant  Murphy,  with  part  of  his  divi- 
sion, was  absent  on  detached  service;  twenty-three 
men  were  left  with  the  boats;  so  that  the  command 
engaged  numbered  somewhat  above  eighty.  Our 
loss  has  been  considerable,  and,  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
Leitner,  irreparable.  He  proved  himself  a man  of 
singular  ability,  modesty,  and  courage.  Having 
lost  our  surgeon,  it  became  my  first  duty  to  convey 
the  wounded  to  a post. 

Killed — Dr.  Leitner,  surgeon;  Thomas  Tait,  sea- 
man; James  McLane,  do,;  A.  W.  Fullerton,  com- 
pany I,  first  artillery;  Jacob  Kepler,  do. 

Wounded — Lieut.  M.  Powell,  lieutenant  com- 
manding; acting  lieutenant  H.  N.  Harrison,  (se- 
verely) ; acting  lieut.  P.  McArthur,  (severely 
twice)  ; lieut.  W.  II.  Fowler,  U.  S.  A.  com- 
manding company  I,  first  artillery,  (twice);  ser- 
geant Long,  first  artillery,  (twice);  Brooks,  or- 
derly to  commandant  company  I,  first  artillery, 
(twice);  Curran,  Canthorn,  (twice);  Gillan,  Gibbs, 
Gleason,  Austin,  Foster,  Frazer,  March,  and  Whit- 
ten, privates,  company  I,  first  artillery;  John  Clark, 
boatswain’s  mate,  (severely);  Ira  Thompson,  sea- 
man; John  Jascomb,  do.  (severely);  Matthew  Me. 
Garan,  do.;  Ephraim  Hathaway,  do.;  (three  times 
severely);  Francis  Williams,  (severely.) 

Recapitulation — 1 surgeon,  2 seamen,  2 soldiers, 
company  I,  first  artillery — Total  killed,  5. 

4 commissioned  officers,  1 non-commissioned  do. 
11  privates,  company  I,  first  artillery,  1 boatswain’s 
mate,  5 seamen- — Total  wounded,  22. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  27. 

Very  respectfully,  ike. 

L.  M.  POWELL. 

Commodore  Dallas. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  report  was  made  to  the  senate  on 
the  1st  inst.  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department, 

February  1.  1838. 

Sib:  Having  reported  on  the  first  branch  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate,  passed  17th  ultimo,  I now 
proceed,  as  requested,  to  present  a separate  reply 
to  the  last  branch  of  it. 

The  question,  “whether  the  late  bank  of  the 
United  States  has  yet  paid  or  accounted  with  the 
government  the  sum  of  $160,000,  detained  on  pre- 
tence of  a claim  of  damages,  for  the  non-payment 
of  the  draft  drawn  on  the  French  government,” 
must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

In  consequence  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  bank 
to  pay  over  the  sum  thus  retained,  or  to  have  it 
adjusted  in  the  late  settlement,  on  account  of  the 
share  of  the  United  States  in  its  capital  stock,  this 


FLORIDA— OFFICIAL. 

Camp  Pierce,  on  Indian  River, 

January  17,  1838. 

Commodore:  The  day  before  yesterday,  on  the 
head  waters  of  Jupiter  river,  we  (ound  a fresh  trail, 
which,  in  following,  led  us  to  herds  of  cattle  and 
horses;  amongst  these  we  captured  a squaw.  The 
woman,  on  being  questioned,  told  us  of  several 
parties  of  Indians  camped  in  the  neighborhood. 

We  took  her  as  a guide,  and  after  a march  of  five 
miles  struck  a large  beaten  trail  at  the  head  of  a 
cypress  swamp;  at  the  same  instant  we  heard  the 

war  whoop  before  us.  The  charge  was  made  — — --  - . - , . . 

across  a deep  swamp  in  a handsome  manner,  and  ' department,  on  the  14th  of  March  la.t,  requ  . 
the  fire  became  general  along  the  line.  Acting  I the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  cause  Proper  legal 
lieutenant  Harrison,  of  the  navy,  was  soon  shot!  steps  to  he  taken  torecover  the  dividends  with 


down,  and  his  divisien  left  without  an  officer. 
Lieutenant  Fowler,  of  the  artillery,  was  directed  to 
penetrate  the  swamp  to  the  right,  whilst  the  re- 
maining two  divisions,  now  under  the  command  of 
acting  lientenant  McArthur,  of  the  navy,  contin- 
ued the  advance  in  line.  The  enemy  was  driven 
seven  or  eight  hundred  yards  to  the  margin  of  a 
larger  cypress,  where  they  made  a most  determined 
resistance.  Lieutenant  McArthur  was  here  badly 
shot,  and  the  surgeon,  doctor  Leitner,  killed.  The 
men  were  fast  falling,  and  the  evening  closing  upon 
us,  and  having  already  as  many  wounded  as  I 
could  hope  to  carry  safely  to  the  boats,  I concluded 
to  draw  off  the  men,  and  return  to  our  landing.  _ On 
recrossing  the  swamp  lieutenant  Fowler’s  division 
was  well  placed,  and  by  a steady  fire,  covered  the 
retreat  of  our  little  party.  But  his  division  soon 
shared  like  the  others;  lieutenant  Fowler  being 
shot  down,  leaving  captain  Johnston,  the  adjutant, 
save  myself,  the  only  officer  on  his  feet.  Lieuten- 
ant Fowler’s  division,  under  the  guidance  of  capt . 
joimsion,  olnsed  the  rear;  and  to  the  steady  cour- 
age and  conduct  or  Ihia  officer  wc  are  mainly  in- 
debted for  the  comparative  security  in  which  we 


He  has  accordingly  given  suitable  directions  for 
that  purpose  to  the  district  attorney  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  ... 

The  correspondence  relating  to  this  subject  is 
annexed. 

The  other  clause  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  “what  loss 
the  United  States  have  sustained  by  depositing  the 
public  revenues  in  banks,  or  by  receiving  the  notes 
of  banks  which  have  failed,  or  their  bills  become 
depreciated,”  is  in  some  respects,  very  difficult  to 
be  answered. 

From  the  report  of  the  solicitor  annexed,  and 
table  C,  it  will  be  seen  that,  on  account  of  depo- 
sites  in ’banks  that  failed  between  1816  and  1836, 
a direct  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  United 
States,  which,  including  interest,  nearly  equals 
$1,800,000;  some  deduction  or  allowance  has  been 
made  by  me  for  future  collections. 

But  the  loss  by  deposites  in  banks  which  have 
stopped  specie  payments  since  1836,  cannot  be 
computed  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  until  fur- 
ther experience  is  had  in  collecting  from  them  the 

public  dues.  , , 

By  the  tables  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEBRUARY  17,  1838— CONGRESS. 


389 


whole  sums  still  due  from  those  last  banks,  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  amount  to  about 
$5,928,801.  Other  sums  to  the  credit  of  the  vari- 
ous collecting  and  disbursing  officers  of  the  United 
States  are  deposited  in  those  banks,  equalling,  in 
all  probability,  four  millions  of  dollars,  but  most 
of  which  are  in  the  course  of  being  paid  out  as 
needed. 

How  much,  if  any,  if  these  last  sums  due  from 
banks  which  have  stopped  specie  payments  since 
1836,  will  not  be  collected  from  either  them  or 
their  sureties,  cannot,  of  course,  be  at  present  as- 
certained. 

The  opinion  expressed  by  this  department  in 
September  last,  that  they  will  all  finally  be  collect- 
ed, remains  but  little  impaired  or  changed  by  what 
has  since  occurred,  though  some  difficulties  and 
delays  must  intervene  before  satisfactory  settle- 
ments can  be  effected  with  all  of  them;  and  per- 
haps a few  losses  may  in  the  end  be  sustained. 

The  loss  of  the  United  States,  “by  receiving  the 
notes  of  banks  whose  bills  became  depreciated,”  is 
another  and  a distinct  inquiry.  When  looking  to 
the  large  amount  received  on  public  account,  and 
paid  out  in  IS14,  T5,  ’16  and  T7,  much  damage 
to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  community 
occurred  from  their  great  depreciation,  which  it 
is  impossible  to  compute  with  accuracy.  But 
from  1814  to  1S17  inclusive,  the  direct  loss  to 
the  United  States  on  bills  that  were  depreciated, 
but  were  still  received  and  paid  out  again  on  pub- 
lic account,  probably  equalled  five  or  six  millions 
of  dollars.  The  amount  of  such  bills  then  re- 
ceived, and  still  on  hand,  constitutes  another  item 
of  loss,  which,  with  interest,  is  computed  at 
$178,470. 

In  1837,  the  direct  loss  to  the  United  State?  from 
these  two  sources  has  been  very  trifling,  because 
the  department  refused  to  authorize  the  receipt  of 
any  bank  notes,  except  those  convertible  into  spe- 
cie, in  payment  of  public  dues. 

The  indirect  loss,  however,  to  the  United  States, 
through  the  occasional  receipt  of  those  bills  from 
banks  by  disbursing  officers,  and  the  payment  of 
them  for  new  supplies  and  contracts,  has  it  is  ap- 
prehended, been  considerable,  though  the  data  lor 
calculating  the  amount  are  too  indefinite  and  im- 
perfect to  justify  the  estimate  of  any  particular  sum 
with  confidence. 

The  direct  loss  sustained  by  public  officers  and 
the  community,  rather  than  the  United  States,  from 
sometimes  taking  such  bills,  whether  on  public  ac- 
oou„t  or  for  uiher  purposes,  are  inquiries  still  dif- 
ferent in  their  character,  attended  with  much  diffi- 
culty,  and  on  which  no  computation  is  presented, 
as  they  are  supposed  not  to  be  embraced  within  the 
resolution. 

Respectfully. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

president  of  the  senate. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSTON SENATE. 

Friday,  February  9. — Mr.  Knight  presented  a me- 
morial Irom  the  Rhode  Island  historical  society, 
asking  that  copies  might  be  procured  for  them  of 
certain  documents  in  the  public  offices  of  Great 
Britain.  Referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  he  was  charg- 
ed with  the  duty  of  presenting  several  petitions 
which  he  had  in  his  hands  to  the  senate,  from  a 
large  number  of  mechanics  and  laborers  in  Brook- 
lyn and  New  York,  which,  being  all  of  the  same 
tenor,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  one  of 
them.  [Here  Mr.  Clay  read  one  of  the  petitions, 
stating  that  the  petitioners  had  been  ordinarily  em- 
ployed by  the  government  in  the  construction  and 
repair  of  vessels  in  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  but 
were  recently  discharged  from  the  service;  that, 
owing  to  the  general  stagnation  of  all  business,  they 
are  unable  to  obtain  any  employment  in  the  private 
walks  of  life,  and  praying  that  the  frigates  Sabine 
and  Savannah  may  be  completed,  and  they  there- 
by be  afforded  the  means  of  obtaining  subsistence.] 
Mr.  Clay  had  not  himself  added  up  the  number  of 
the  petitioners,  but  the  aggregate  was  stated  to  be 
upwards  of  eleven  hundred.  And  tfiey  were  repre- 
sented to  him  to  be  highly  industrious,  orderly,  and 
respectable  citizens. 

Mr.  C would  take  this  occasion  to  say  he  had 
seen  no  evidence  so  distressing  of  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  business  of  the  country  as  that  which 
had  been  furnished  by  these  petitioners.  So  com- 
pletelv  was  all  business  paralyzed  by  the  rash  and 
unwise  measures  of  the  government,  that  these  pe- 
titioners, finding  no  employment  in  the  private 
walks  of  life,  were  coming  here  and  entreating  the 
government  to  employ  them  in  the  completion  of 
vessels  and  on  public  works]  When  gentlemen 


might  thus  see  the  ruin,  embarrassment,  and  dis- 
tress pervading  all  classes  of  the  community,  the 
results  of  expedients  and  experiments  in  their  ca- 
reer of  adventure  on  the  public  interests,  Mr.  Clay 
would  entreat  them,  in  the  name  of  justice,  hu- 
manity, and  the  suffering  of  the  country,  to  ask 
whether  it  would  not  become  them  to  pause,  look 
at  the  ruin  which  was  spreading  over  the  land,  and 
to  endeavor  to  reconstruct  the  public  prosperity 
again  on  a sure,  solid,  and  tric-d  basis. 

Mr.  C.  could  now  only  commend  these  petitions 
to  the  committee  charged  with  the  naval  affairs  of 
the  country,  under  the  hope  that  it  might  be  com- 
patible with  the  interest  of  the  government  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  these  petitioners  to  complete  the  ves- 
sels alluded  to,  and  thus  produce  the  incidental  re- 
sult desired  by  the  petitioners.  Looking  at  the 
condition  of  these  unfortunate  people,  Mr.  C.  said 
he  could  not  but  concur  with  the  sentiment  express- 
ed at  a large  and  respectable  meeting,  lately  held 
in  New  York,  that  the  question  now  was,  not  bank 
or  no  bank,  but  of  “bread  or  no  bread.”  The  peti- 
tions were  referred. 

Other  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented, 
and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  Wright : from  a large  number  of  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the 
continuance  of  the  express  mail.  [Laid  on  the 
table,  as  the  subject  is  not  now  before  the  commit- 
tee.] Ordered  to  be  printed.  By  Mr.  Robinson: 
for  a post  route  in  Illinois.  By  Mr.  Young:  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  asking  a donation  of  land  for 
the  improvement  of  tire  navigation  of  Fox  river. 
Also,  remonstrating  against  certain  mail  routes  in 
the  northern  part  of  Illinois.  By  Messrs.  Mouton, 
Niles,  Roane,  McKean,  Merrick,  Ruggles,  Bayard, 
and  Young,  on  individual  claims. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  from  commit- 
tee, read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading:  For  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  George  Du- 
vall and  others.  For  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Winthropand  others,  (remodelled  by  committee.) 
For  the  relief  of  David  Gilmore.  The  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  indemnity  of  certain  Missouri  volun- 
teers for  horses  lost  or  cast  away  in  the  voyage  to 
Tampa  Bay. 

By  Mr.  Ruggles:  granting  a patent  to  J.  M.  Per- 
kins, and  another,  (unheard.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  the  Alabama  two 
percent,  fund  in  the  construction  of  a railroad  in 
lhat  state. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  a call  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  thn  treasury  for  the  names  of  all 
banks  that  declined  to  receive  the  public  deposites 
in  1833  and  1834,  or  that  surrendered  the  public 
deposites  after  they  had  received  them;  with  copies 
of  the  correspondence,  &c.  on  this  subject. 

Also,  for  the  annual  amount  of  balances  of  the 
public  money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  from  1789  to  the  present  time. 

The  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators 
of  Edward  W.  Duvall  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fora  third  reading. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  [laid  on  the  table  on 
Wednesday  last]  to  refer  the  report  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of 
pensions  and  fishermen’s  bounties  in  bills  of  the 
Commonwealth  Bank  at  Boston,  to  the  committee 
on  finance,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  and  resolution  from  the  committee  on 
the  library,  to  supply  the  committee  rooms  with  co- 
pies of  certain  books,  including  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  journals  of  both  houses  of 
congress,  was  taken  up,  Gordon’s  digest  added  to 
the  list,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  and,  after  some 
conversation,  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  changing  the 
times  of  holding  the  United  States  courts  in  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia  was  taken  up,  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

A motion  of  Mr.  Linn  to  make  the  adjournment, 
when  the  senate  should  adjourn,  from  this  day  till 
Monday,  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositaries  in  cer- 
tain cases,  on  public  officers,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  during  two  hours  and  a 
half,  addressed  the  senate  at  large  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  February  12. — Mr.  Webster  presented 
the  memorial  of  Daniel  Beech,  and  545  other  citi- 
zens of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  against  the  sub- 
treasury  scheme,  and  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  high  character  and  intelligence  of  the  me- 
morialists. After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Niles  in 
reply,  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  chair  presented  from  the  treasury  department 


statements  of  the  annual  balances  remaining  in  the 
treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time. 

Also,  a report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of 
the  25lh  ult.  on  the  subject  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  a great  number  of  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  numerous  petitions  and  resolutions  of  pub- 
lic meetings  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  numerous  petitions,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  among  them  one 
signed  by  more  than  4,000  women  of  Boston, 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  these  petitions  be  re- 
ceived, and  referred.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  ask  < 
ed  if  the  above  named  4,000  women  of  Boston  were 
single  or  married  ladies.  Mr.  Webster.  If  the  gen- 
tleman is  a single  rnan,  he  can  go  there  and  inquire 
of  the  ladies  themselves.  Mr.  Clay.  I make  the 
inquiry,  because,  if  they  are  married  ladies,  I think 
they  might  be  better  employed  than  in  sending  such 
petitions  here.  Mr.  Webster.  On  this  point  they 
are  of  right  their  own  judges;  and  without  doubt 
they  believed  that,  for  the  time,  they  could  not  be 
better  employed.  Mr.  Clay  having  remarked  that 
he  only  alluded  to  this  in  reference  to  the  course 
heretofore  pursued  by  members  here,  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  the  table; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Webster  also  presented  a variety  of  remon- 
strances against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union,  one  of  them  being  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing at  Fanueil  hall,  in  Boston. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  King,  the  above-mentioned 
proceedings  at  the  meeting  in  Faneuil  hall  were 
read,  chiefly  assigning  the  reasons  for  opposing  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  not  intended  to  accom- 
pany these  memorials  with  any  remarks;  but  as 
the  reading  of  this  memorial  had  been  called  for, 
he  would  say  that,  as  to  the  first  resolution,  that 
which  spoke  of  the  persons  who  had  established 
government  in  Texas,  &c.  he  did  not  feel  hound  to 
concur  in  expressing  the  opinions  which  the  reso- 
lution expressed:  because  we  had  acknowledged 
(he  independence  of  Texas — it  stood,  towards  us, 
like  any  other  government,  and  he  should  not  feel 
that  he  was  properly  discharging  his  public  duty, 
if  he  indulged  in  any  thing  reproachful  towards 
that  government. 

As  to  annexation,  Mr.  Webster  said  his  opinions 
were  already  known,  and  at  the  proper  time  he 
should  endeavor  to  maintain  them,  &c. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  a few  remarks  on  the  disas- 
trous results  towards  which,  in  his  view,  these  pe- 
titions and  proceedings  were  tending — results  which 
he  had  long  foreseen,  and  about  which  he  had  now 
almost  ceased  to  speak,  believing  the  time  was 
passed  to  speak  here  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Webster  would  say,  that  it  was  far  from  the 
intention  of  these  memoiialists  to  treat  this  body 
with  disrespect,  or  to  insult  any  member  of  it;  they 
merely  spoke  with  warmth  on  a subject  in  which 
they  felt  deeply  interested,  and  had  no  design  what- 
ever of  insulting  any  one. 

The  petitions  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  petitions  on  both 
these  subjects,  which  were  disposed  of  in  the  same 
manner. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  an  additional  memorial 
in  behalf  of  Pittsburg,  as  a site  for  one  of  the  six 
western  hospitals.  Referred. 

Also,  in  behalf  of  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  second  war  of  our  inde- 
pendence, asking  congress  that  they  might  be  pla- 
ced on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to  grants  of  land, 
with  officers  of  the  first  war  of  our  independence. 
Referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  a number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia county  and  city,  for  a dry  dock  in  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia.  Referred. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  Moses  Sar- 
geant,  praying  for  a pension.  Referred. 

Mr.  Mien  rose,  and  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  to  the  senate  the  resolutions  and  declara- 
tion of  the  general  assembly  of  Ohio,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands  and  the  currency.  He 
moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

They  were  read,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  strongly  remonstrating  against  innovations 
on  the  old  and  tried  land  system,  claiming  the  land 
as  the  common  property  of  all  the  states,  remon- 
strating against  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  call- 
ing the  attention  of  their  members  of  congress  to 
these  opinions. 
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They  were  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Merrick  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  in  reference 
to  that  portion  of  the  president’s  last  annual  mes- 
sage which  recommends  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional foundry,  accompanied  with  a request  that  the 
senators  and  representatives  from  Maryland  would 
endeavor  to  fix  the  location  of  such  foundry  at 
Havre  de  Grace,  which  the  legislature  highly  re- 
commended for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  M.  having  read  this  document,  moved  that 
it  be  referred,  together  with  that  portion  of  the  pre- 
sident’s message  which  related  to  this  subject,  to  a 
special  committee. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  this  subject  had  already  been 
considered  by  the  military  committee,  and  they  had 
instructed  him  to  report  a bill,  leaving  the  location 
of  such  foundry  to  the  discretion  of  the  executive. 

Mr.  Merrick  expressed  the  hope  that  the  commit- 
tee would  reconsider  the  subject,  taking  into  view 
the  new  documents  now  introduced  in  iavor  ot 
Havre  de  Grace  as  the  site  of  the  foundry. 

Mr.  Roane  expressed  the  same  hope,  and  desired 
that  the  committee  would  take  into  view  the  claims 
of  Virginia  to  such  an  institution,  which  Mr.  It. 
proceeded  to  urge  in  detail. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  pleased  that  the  senator  from 
Indiana  had  consented  to  delay  making  the  report. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  had  received  communications  from 
highly  respectable  citizens  of  Maryland,  on  the 
subject;  and  his  own  constituents  were  interested 
in  the  question. 

He  was  pleased  that  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
had  for  once  approved  a recommendation  of  presi- 
den  Van  Buren.  He  hoped  thatthis  approval  would 
be  followed  by  others  of  the  same  character.  He 
would  also  congratulate  the  senators  from  Maryland 
upon  the  very  amiable  manner  in  which  that  legis- 
lature had  expressed  their  wishes.  They  simply 
requested,  but  did  not  command.  Now,  in  the  state 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  they 
did  things  in  a different  manner;  all  parties  there 
believed  with  him  in  the  right  of  instruction;  and 
they  did  not  hesitate  to  exercise  this  right.  In  re- 
gard to  Havre  de  Grace,  he  thought  it  possessed 
many  advantages  as  the  site  of  a national  foundry. 
It  was  in  a central  situation,  from  which  there  was 
a water  communication  with  almost  all  parts  of  the 
union.  If  it  were  deemed  that  it  might  be  too 
much  exposed  to  hostile  incursions  from  the  enemy 
In  time  or  w7ar,  there  was  another  site  in  the  same 
state,  some  eight  or  ten  miles  above,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, which  would  be  more  secure;  whilst  it 
probably  possessed  equal  advantages.  He  would, 
therefore,  recommend  these  sites  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  believed  Maryland  would 
consent  to  any  thing  which  would  most  promote  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  whole  American 
people.  It  was  true  that  they  had  sent  to  their 
members  of  congress  a simple  request  on  this  sub- 
ject, which,  at  such  a time  as  this,  he  presumed, 
would  be  more  approved  by  the  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania than  any  thing  in  the  form  of  instruction 
or  command.  But  the  members  from  Maryland 
were  disposed  to  obey  a request  in  this  instance,  as 
Havre  de  Grace,  iri  their  view,  possessed  greater 
advantages  for  such  an  institution  than  any  other 
place;  which  advantages  Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  enu- 
merate. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a memorial  in  favor  of  the 
same  location,  which,  with  the  above  resolutions, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
(the  motion  for  a special  committee  having  been 
withdrawn.) 

After  the  presentation  of  a number  of  petitions 
of  minor  importance — 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
to  whom  that  part  of  the  president’s  message  had. 
been  referred,  relating  to  issuing  and  circulating 
notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a report 
on  the  subject,  which  he  read,  [occupying  three- 
fourths  of  an  hour]  accompanied  by  a bill  imposing 
a fine  not  exceeding  $10,000,  or  confinement  at 
hard  labor  in  lieu  thereof,  not  exceeding  ten  years, 
for  issuing,  or  uttering  in  any  way,  the  notes,  drafts, 
or  other  securities  of  corporations  chartered  by  the 
United  States  after  their  charter  has  expired.  It 
also  gave  the  United  States  courts  jurisdiction,  for 
the  purpose  of  imposing  injunctions. 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  bill  should  now  be  read  a 
second  time,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  on  some  day 
for  its  consideration.  There  was  no  desire  to  has- 
ten its  consideration. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  it  was  not  necessary  to  fix 


any  day;  it  was  competent  in  the  senator  to  call  it 
up  at  any  time,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Mr.  Grundy  hoped  the  senate  would  set  some 
day. 

Mr.  Webster  desired  that  the  senator  might  fix 
his  own  day  when  he  proposed  to  show  that  con 
ress  had  not  any  such  power  as  that  claimed  by  the 
ill,  or  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  exercise  it,  if 
they  had. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  was  then  made 
the  special  order  for  Wednesday  week. 

Mr.  Wright  said  this  report  was  one  of  the  most 
important  documents  of  the  session,  and  moved  that 
10,000  extra  copies  be  printed  (with  the  bill,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grundy.) 

Mr.  Webster  inquired  how  many  extra  copies  of 
the  president’s  message  were  ordered  to  be  printed? 

The  reply  was,  5,000. 

Mr.  Benton.  How  may  books  on  the  post  office 
difficulty  were  printed  by  the  senate? 

The  reply  was,  from  different  quarters,  20,000 — 
30,000. 

The  motion  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of 
this  report  and  bill  was  carried:  ayes  24,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Metcalf,  and 
others;  and  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  William 
Fisher;  which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to 
a second  reading. 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  pri- 
vate petitions,  which  were  referred. 

Mr.  Tipton  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  Cumberland 
road.  Referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,-  a call  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a copy  of  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  secretary,  or  other  offi- 
cers of  the  department,  and  the  district  attorney  of 
north  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  late  receiver  of 
public  money  at  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mouton , the  committee  on  fi- 
nance were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  for  buoys  at  the 
mouth  of  St.  John’s  river,  Florida. 

The  house  bills  authorizing  the  Washington 
monument  society  to  erect  a monument  on  the  pub- 
lic land;  and  providing  for  the  paying  of  pension- 
ers at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

The  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators 
of  Edward  W.  Duvall  was  read  a thiid  time,  and 
passed. 

Also,  the  bill  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the 
United  States  courts  in  the  eastern  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

And  the  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
certain  books  for  the  use  of  the  committees  of  the 
senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  com- 
mittee on  patents  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  law' 
requiring  patents  to  be  recorded  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin,  and  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  mark  the  southern 
boundary  of  Wisconsin,  were  severally  considered, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  on  this  subject, 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Rives’s  substitute  for  the  bill, 
and  before  he  had  concluded,  he  gave  way  to  a mo- 
tion to  go  into  executive  business;  and,  after  an 
executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  13.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a me- 
morial from  the  board  of  trade  in  the  city  of  N.  York, 
setting  forth  the  great  evils  and  sufferings  which 
arise  from  the  present  state  of  the  currency  and  the 
exchanges,  and  praying  relief  from  congress. 

This  memorial,  said  Mr.  W.  proceeds  from  prac- 
tical men,  from  men  of  business,  from  men  whose 
daily  employment  necessarily  makes  them  conver- 
sant with  the  subjects  upon  which  they  address 
themselves  to  us;  and  whose  opinions,  therefore, 
are  of  a thousand  times  more  value, in  my  opinion, 
than  the  theories  and  the  experimental  projects 
which  we  may  frame  here. 

I will,  (said  Mr.  Webster,)  ask  leave  to  read  sotne 
part  of  this  memorial  ; and  Mr.  W,  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ Your  memorialists,  engaged  in  trade  with  citizens 
of  all  sections  of  the  country,  find  themselves  great- 
ly embarrassed,  not  only  by  the  inability  of  many 
of  their  debtors  to  pay  what  they  owe,  but  also  by  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  those  debts  which  are  good,  and 
of  transferring  their  funds  from  distant  places. 


“ The  banks  in  our  city  now  object  to  discounting  or 
receiving  for  collection  business  notes  payable  at  many 
of  the  banks  in  the  country,  and  many  of  the  distant 
banks  decline  receiving  these  notes  for  collecuon.  Even 
when  the  business  debts  are  promptly  paid,  and  bank 
certificates  of  deposite  remitted  for  them,  our  citizens 
are  subjected  to  heavy  losses  in  realizing  the  money 
here.  That  these  losses  are  not  owing  to  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  security  of  the  paper,  is  evident  from  the 
fact,  that  banks,  about  whose  solvency  there  is  no 
doubt,  are  responsible  for  its  payment.  At  present, 
these  bank  certificates  on  Charleston,  are  at  1 1-2  per 
cent,  discount ; on  New  Orleans,  3 1-2  to  4 per  cent ; on 
Mobile,  6 to  7 per  cent ; on  places  in  Mississippi,  16  per 
cent ; on  Nashville,  12  to  14  per  cent ; and  on  places 
in  Michigan,  12  to  14  per  cent.  How  different  this 
from  the  state  of  things  when  the  late  United  States 
bank  was  in  operation,  regulating  the  currency  and 
equalizing  the  exchanges,  is  matter  of  common  noto- 
riety'. 

“ Your  memorialists  do  not  present  to  your  notice 
these  facts  for  the  purpose  of  casting  censure  or  re- 
proach upon  the  state  banks.  These  institutions  doubt- 
less have,  in  general,  done  what  they  thought  they 
could,  consistently  with  their  duty  to  their  stockhold- 
ers, to  supply  the  place  of  the  national  bank ; and  their 
failure  to  do  so  has  arisen  from  their  resources  and  or- 
ganization being  wholly  inadequate  to  the  object.  To 
produce  concert  of  action  among  banking  institutions 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  there  must  be  an  iden- 
tity of  interest  which  cannot  exist  where  the  institutions 
are  independent  of  each  other.  Your  memorialists  are 
aware  that  when  the  banks  return  to  specie  payments, 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  any  two  parts  of  the 
country  cannot  greatly  exceed  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting specie  between  those  two  places,  and  that  our 
domestic  exchanges  may  then  be  regulated  as  our  for- 
eign exchanges  are,  by  the  transportation  of  specie  for 
balances.  But  this  admits  a great  fluctuation  in  foreign 
exchanges,  and  it  would  doubtless  be  greater  in  the  do- 
mestic ; and  the  fluctuations  would  be  more  frequent, 
because  the  balances  of  trade  are  changing  between 
different  portions  of  our  country,  much  more  rapidly 
than  between  our  whole  country  and  any  other.  To 
arrange  these  balances  in  this  manner,  however,  will 
necessarily  be  attended  with  great  expense  and  risk, 
and  large  amounts  of  specie  will  be  withdrawn  from 
other  useful  objects,  to  accomplish  what  might  other- 
wise be  effected  with  much  greater  safety,  econo- 
my and  advantage  to  the  community.  The  frequent 
transfer  of  specie  to  arrange  balances  between  differ- 
ent  sections  of  the  country  would  naturally  cause  ra- 
pid expansions  and  contractions  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium  issued  by  specie-paying  local  institutions,  and  thus 
the  measure  of  the  value  of  property,  which,  of  all 
other  things,  tffe  welfare  M the  commumtv  requires 
should  be  uniform,  will  be  in  a state  of  constant  varia- 

“ Again  : the  fluctuation  of  domestic  exchanges,  of 
which  the  mode,  of  settling  balances  by  specie  would 
admit,  would  be  a serious  injury  to  our  prosperity,  and 
materially  check  commercial  intercourse  between  dis- 
tant places.  The  merchantin  New  York,  for  instance, 
could  not  sell  to  the  trader  in  Tennessee  for  notes  pay- 
able in  that  state,  without  charging,  in  addition  to  the 
prices  of  bis  goods,  enough  to  indemnify  him  against 
what  it  may  piossibly  cost  to  have  the  funds  transferred 
to  New  York,  when  paid ; and  the  trader  from  Ten- 
nessee could  not  with  safety,  promise  to  pay  for  his 
goods  in  New  York  on  a certain  day,  as  it  would  be 
entirely  uncertain  at  what  rate  he  could  obtain  the 
means  of  remittance,  or,  indeed,  whether  he  could  re- 
mit at.  all,  without  sending  a special  messenger  vyith  the 
specie.  Nor  would  the  merchants  be  the  only,  or,  indeed, 
the  principal,  sufferers  from  this  awkward  and  disorga- 
niztei  condition  of  affairs.  Although  the  late  experi- 
ments upon  the  circulating  medium  and  exchanges  have 
produced  on  this  class  trie  most  immediately  ruinous 
and  destructive  effects,  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  in  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  principles^  of  trade,  that  all 
the  difficulties  and  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
trader  will  ultimately  bear  upon  the  commodities  ex- 
changed, and  enhance  the  price  to  the  consumer,  or  di- 
minish the  returns  to  the  producer.  Thus,  not  the 
merchants  only,  but  the  people — producers  and  consu- 
mers— are  interested  to  have  the  facilities  for  the  inter- 
change of  commodities  of  all  kinds  as  great  as  possi- 
ble. Your  memorialists  feel  deeply,  and  would  respect- 
fully, but  earnestly,  urge  upon  your  honorable  bodies 
the  importance,  nay,  the  absolute  necessity  to  the  pros- 
perity of  this  widely  extended  country,  ot  establishing 
some  system  which  will  furnish  a convenient  circulating 
medium  of  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  value  through- 
out' all  sections,  and  secure  the  domestic  exchanges 
from  material  fluctuations.  Your  memorialists  are  ful- 
ly persuaded  that  this  great  and  desirable  object  cannot 
be  obtained  by  the  action  of  the  state  governments,  and 
that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  nalional  govern- 
ment to  accomplish  it.” 

While  these  memorialists,  sir,  said  Mr,  W.  urge 
congress  with  all  soberness  and  earnestness,  to  take 
the  subject  of  the  currency  into  their  hands,  they 
recommend  no  doubtful  or  untried  expedients.  In 
(heir  opinion,  congress  has  only  to  return  to  the  ap- 
proved and  always  successful  policy,  which  the 
country  has  adopted  and  pursed  heretofore.  They 
say  that  their  board  has  had  much  occasion  to  be 
conversant  with  the  questions  respecting  the  cur- 
rency, especially  for  the  last  five  years;  and  that  it 
has  been  the  opinion  of  all  its  members,  or  at  least 
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with  very  few  exceptions,  that  a national  institu- 
tion ought  to  be  established.  They  say,  that  re- 
cent events  have  more  and  more  confirmed  their 
opinions,  and  they  express  a most  confident  belief 
that  the  people,  in  all  parts  of  the  nation,  are  rapid- 
ly becoming  converts  to  the  same  sentiments. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  now  two  or  three  years  since 
I declared  in  my  place  here,  that  I should  make  no 
proposition  or  effort  for  a national  bank,  till  a very 
general  feeling  of  the  country  should  appear  to  me 
to  demand  it.  I struggled  through  the  contest  with 
the  executive  in  1832,  and  the  executive  triumph- 
ed, over  the  will  of  large  majorities  of  both  houses 
ot  the  legislature.  I brought  1 1; a subject  repeated- 
ly before  congress  in  subsequent  years,  but  the  pos- 
itive assurances  of  success  in  following  its  own 
measures,  which  were  constantly  made  up  by  the 
executive,  for  the  time  satisfied  the  country. 

Mr.  President , I remain  where  I was.  f wait 
the  progress  and  the  results  of  the  general  opinions 
of  the  country.  The  question  has  been  presented 
in  all  views,  and  argued  in  all  forms,  and  there  is, 
especially  now,  a new  view'  of  the  question  pre- 
sented in  the  message  of  September,  the  most  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  of  all,  because  it  proposes  an 
absolute  relinquishment  of  all  concern  lor  the  cur- 
rency, and  this  view  is  fully  followed  out  in  the 
measure  before  us.  This  new  proposition  has  been 
discussed,  and  is  still  under  discussion.  I wait  to 
see  whether  congress  will  sanction  this  total  over- 
throw c,lr  0u  an(i  established  policy,  and  rush 
headlong  into  a career  for  other  untried  expedients. 

I wait  with  much  more  anxiety,  and  I must  say, 
that  I wait  with  some  hope,  lor  the  declaration  of 
the  public  judgment.  I wait  to  heai  (V0m  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  learn  their  will,  expressed  in  authentic 
form.  Meantime,  I shall  content  myself  with  op- 
posing, to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  all  such  mea- 
sures as  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  and  every  thing 
else  which  proposes  lo  surrender  or  abandon  the 
solemn  duty  of  congress  under  the  constitution. 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed 

The  vice  president  presented  a report  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  calling  for  the  names  of  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  money  who  have  violated  the 
li  easury  specie  order  of  July,  1837.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  petitions,  &c.  were  presented  and  refer- 
red, among  them  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana:  a joint  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  requesting  their 
senators  and  representatives  to  use  their  exertions 
to  procure  for  the  state  the  pre-emption,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  to  the  lands  acquired  by  the  late  treaty 
with  the  Miami  Indians  in  that  state,  to  aid  the 
state  in  her  w'orks  of  internal  improvements ; which, 
on  his  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  was  charged  with  a memorial 
from  the  Columbia  typographical  society  of  Wash- 
ington, composed  entirely  of  letter-press  printers. 
The  memorialists  remonstrate  against  the  passage 
of  any  law  recognizing  the  principle  of  internation- 
al copy-right  for  the  benefit  of  European  authors. 
This  association  was  composed  of  a body  of  citi- 
zens very  intelligent  and  respectable  ; as  enlighten- 
ed as  any  other  body  of  men  in  the  United  States. 
They  were  necessarily  so  from  their  pursuits-and 
professions  in  life.  Their  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject were  entitled  to  great  weight.  He  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  patent  office,  to  whom  other  me- 
morials upon  the  same  subject  had  already  been  re- 
ferred. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  reported  and  or- 
dered to  a second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  a call  was  ordered  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  all  information  in  his  posses- 
sion in  relation  to  the  Orregon  country,  and  for  a 
map  of  that  country  as  recently  known. 

On  the  motion  ol  Mr.  Grundy,  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  mileage  to  the  district 
judges  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered  a resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  requiring  that  no  papers  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  senate  without  leaving 
copies  thereof certified  by  the  secretary  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin  ; and  the  bill  to  authorize  the  president  to  as- 
certain and  mark  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
Wisconsin  territory,  were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on  certain 
public  officers,  &c. — the  question  being  on  Mr 
Kives’s  state  bank  substitute. 

Mr.  Niles  having  concluded  his  remarks  in  favor 


of  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  14.  After  several  petitions  and 
memorials  had  been  presented,  the  following  among 
other  resolutions  were  offered  and  agreed  to: 

By  Mr.  Robinson:  instructing  the  committee  on 
finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  tariff  law  of  1830  as  to  allow  states  to  im- 
port railroad  iron  free  of  duty. 

By  Mr.  Roane:  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  a report,  with  such  detailed  statements 
of  the  accounts  of  collectors,  receivers,  and  dis- 
bursers  of  the  public  money,  as  would  show  who 
of  them  had  been  defaulters,  the  amount  of  defal- 
cation, &c. 

By  Mr.  Benton:  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war 
for  the  official  report  of  Col.  Zachariah  Taylor,  con- 
cerning the  battle  of  the  25th  December  last  with 
the  Florida  Indians. 

[Mr.  Benton  entered  into  a detailed  account  (but 
in  a voice  too  low  to  be  intelligibly  heard  by  the 
reporter)  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  above 
mentioned  battle,  with  aview  to  vindicate  the  Mis- 
souri volunteers  from  any  charge  of  poltroonry. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  senator 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.)  He  certainly  was 
not  disposed  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  the  Mis- 
souri volunteers.  He  entertained  groat  confidence  in 
the  general  gallantry  of  the  western  militia;  but  he 
was  not  sufficiently  informed  to  pronounce  any 
judgment  on  the  conduct  of  these  volunteers  upon 
the  particular  occasion  alluded  to.  He  would  re- 
gret to  find  them  deserving  of  any  censure  or  re- 
proach. But  he  felt  bound  in  justice  to  say  farther, 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  colonel  Taylor, 
the  commanding  officer  whose  official  report  was 
corny, lained  of,  and  that  there  was  not  in  the  army 
a better  or  braver  officer,  nor  in  the  world  a more 
truthful  gentleman.] 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  claim  of 
John  Riley.  Lies  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  to  regulate  processes  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  to  provide  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  of  said  courts  and  of 
the  jurors  and  witnesses.  Read  twice  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  vice  president  presented  a statement  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  obedience  to  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  February,  1835,  for  the  ad- 
justment of  certain  claims  to  land  in  Louisiana, 
with  reports  on  the  subject  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  land  office,  and  a communication  from 
the  commissioner  of  the  land  office  touching  the 
validity  of  these  claims. 

Also,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  act,  a report  from 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  the 
district  of  New  Orleans.  Severally  referred,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  appointing  an  additional  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court,  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and 
The  bill  to  change  the  times  for  holding  the 
United  States  courts  in  the  ninth  district,  were 
severally  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on  cer- 
tain public  officers,  See.  The  question  being  on 
Mr.  Rives’s  substitute  for  the  bill, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  till  half  past 
four,  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  on  various  colla- 
teral subjects;  when  he  had  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  9.  The  speaker  laid  before  the  house 
the  following: 

Washington,  Feb.  9,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  this  day  forwarded  to  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  my  resignation  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives from  that  state,  in  the  present  congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  I respectfully  request  you  to 
communicate  to  the  house. 

I am,  with  great  and  sincere  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HEN.  A.  MUIILENBURG. 

To  the  hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk,  Speaker,  fyc. 

The  letter  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said:  Mr.  speaker:  As  I came 
to  the  capital  this  morning,  I met  the  hon.  Henry 
A.  Muhlenhurg,  and,  as  soon  as  I saw  him,  a regret 
arose  in  my  bosom  that  he  was  about  to  take  leave 
of  us  here.  I have  known  him,  sir,  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  public  life;  and  permit  me  to  say  that 
he,  as  a man,  by  his  amiable  deportment  and  many 
comely  virtues,  was  endeared  to  all  who  knew  him 
personally.  As  a politician  he  was  one  of  the  most 
faithful;  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary claims,  he  did  his  duty;  and  as  a member 


of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  last  session, 
he  bore  all  the  burdens  laid  upon  him.  by  his  party 
with  all  due  patience.  I regret,  sir,  that  he  has 
escaped  the  operation  of  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution  which  I lately  had  the  honor  to  report, 
prohibiting  the  president  from  appointing  members 
of  congress  to  office,  but  I rejoice  that  Mr.  M.  has 
been  removed  from  the  scenes  of  turmoil  and  con- 
test here  and  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  haven  of  rest 
and  reward  in  another  country! 

The  following  reports  were  made  from  commit- 
tees, viz: 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Mallabv. 

Mr.  W.  also  made  a report  adverse  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Hiram  K.  Turk. 

Mr.  Chapman,  from  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Sutton  Ste- 
phens. 

Mr.  Morris  made  a report  from  the  judiciary  com- 
mittco,  against  the  petition  of  Henry  S.  Harvey. 

Mr.  Cheathum,  from  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Don 
Louis  Rosamond  Orrillon. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  senate  bill  No.  184,  to  amend 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  entitled  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  to  amend 
“An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1830,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.” 

This  bill,  [which  proposes  to  extend  the  term  of 
service  of  these  commissioners,]  after  debate,  was 
made  the  special  order  for  the  morning  hour  to- 
morrow. 

Mr  Curtis  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house  to  allow  him  to  present  a memorial;  and  leave 
being  granted,  he  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
P.  Hart  and  others,  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson  river,  praying  lor  certain  modifications 
of  the  senate  bill  relating  to  the  regulating  of  steam 
vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toucey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  state  of  the  union  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  so  much  cf  the  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  late  bank  of the  United 
States,  and  the  re-issue  ot  its  notes  by  its  present  trus- 
tee, and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

The  house  having  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  the 
first  bill  coming  up  in  order  (on  a previous  post- 
onement)  was  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
ulton. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill 
to  Friday  next.  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Mr.  Curtis  op- 
posed the  motion,  and  Mr.  Pclrikin  supported  it; 
and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  negatived 
without  a count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading,  Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  on  the  case;  which  was  read  accordingly. 

An  animated  debate  now  arose,  which  occupied 
the  house  during  the  remainder  of  its  sitting. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Owens,  McKay, 
Craig  and  Russell,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wise, 
Whittlesey,  Hoffman,  Legare  and  Biddle;  when  Mr. 
Duncan,  after  expressing  a desire  for  further  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  case,  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Friday 
in  March  next;  but  the  motion  was  negatived  with- 
out a count. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  an  adjournment;  negatived. 
Mr.  Russell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  “one  hundred”  before  “thousand  dollars,”  (re- 
ferring to  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  Fulton’s  heirs)  and 
inserting  “twenty-five,”  but  subsequently  modified 
the  motion  so  as  to  leave  the  sum  in  blank. 

On  this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  80, 
nays  111. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  moved  to  strike  out  “one  hun- 
dred” and  insert  “fifty.” 

Mr.  Wise  demanded  the  previous  question;  the 
call  was  seconded;  the  previous  question  carried; 
and  the  main  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  in  the  following  form,  viz: 

A Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
pay  to  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  services  of  said  Robert  Fulton  in  invent- 
ing a system  of  coast  and  harbor  defence,  and  in  testing 
its  utility;  and  for  his  services  for  inventing  and  superin- 
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tending  a steam  frigate-  at  New  York,  during  and  after 
the  late  war;  and  tor  the  use  of  his  patent  for  steam  fri- 
gates; and  for  the  detention  of  his  steamboat  Vesuvius, 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  de- 
tained from  the  thirteenth  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  to  the  twelfth  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifteen,  both  days  inclusive;  and  for  the 
damage  done  to  said  boat  while  she  was  aground  at 
New  Orleans. 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Broadhead,  Bron- 
son, W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  T-  J.  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore, 
Evans,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Filmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, !Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Grant,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Howard  Hubley,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Kemble, 
Legare,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  McKennon,  Mercer,  Milligan.  Mit- 
chell, Moore,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Paynttrr,  Peek,  Phillips,  Potts,  Pratt,  iveed, 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Rumsey,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  To- 
land,  Vail,  Wagener,  Alberts.  White,  J.  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 115. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Bicknell,  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Everett,  Farrington, 
I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grautland,  Graves, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  W.  H.  Hunter,  J.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Mc- 
Kay, A.  McClellan,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Owens,  Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Pope, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Stuart,  Talia- 
ferro, Thomas,  Toucey,  Turney,  Underwood,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Lewis  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Wise,  it  was  then  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

[The  debate  on  this  bill  was  highly  interesting. 
The  opposition  to  it  was  placed  mainly  on  the 
ground  that  in  making  up  Mr.  Fulton’s  account 
with  the  government,  the  secretary  of  the  navy  had 
made  by  Tar  too  large  an  allowance  for  his  personal 
services,  and  also  for  the  use,  by  the  government 
or  ms  steamboat  Vesuvius,  riuring  tne  atiack  on 
New  Orleans,  were  she  was  impressed  for  the  con- 
veyance of  troops,  and  was  run  aground  while  thus 
employed,  and  remained  useless  for  three  months 
of  that  busy  period.  The  opposition  of  Mr.  Rus 
sell  was  determined  and  persevering,  and  accom- 
panied, occasionally,  by  remarks  not  highly  com- 
plimentary to  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  dead. 

The  defence  of  the  bill  was  warm,  resolute,  and, 
at  times,  very  eloquent.  The  merits  of  Fulton,  the 
debt  of  gratitude  due  him  from  the  whole  American 
people,  and  the  national  reproach  arising  from  the 
destitute  situation  of  his  orphan  children,  were 
dwelt  upon  with  great  effect,  especially  by  Mr. 
Hoffman  and  Mr.  Legare;  while  Mr.  Whittlesey 
advocated  the  claim  in  the  most  spirited  manner, 
as  matter  of  right,  on  the  documentary  evidence 
submitted  to  the  committee  of  claims.] 

The  house  adjourned  over  till  Monday. 

Monday,  February  12.  The  whole  of  the  day, 
from  the  opening  of  the  house  to  the  adjournment, 
at  about  6 o’clock  in  the  evening,  was  occupied  in 
an  excited  discussion  of  a motion  by  Mr.  Wise,  for 
a committee  of  inquiry,  originally  moved  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: 

“Whereas,  the  following  publication  appears  in 
the  New  York  Courierand  Inquirer,  to  wit: 

Corruption  in  congress.  We  yesterday  published  a 
letter  from  “the  Spy  in  Washington”  directly  charging 
a member  of  congress  with  corruption,  and  offering  to 
prove  the  charge  before  a committee  of  either  house, 
when  called  upon  for  that  purpose.  We  republish  the 
charge  to-day,  and  call  upon  congress  promptly  to  in- 
stitute the  investigation  thus  challenged,  both  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  himself  and  to  the  country.  “The  Spy  in 
Washington,”  it  may  be  said,  is  not  an  ostensible  or 
responsible  person;  but  we  desire  at  once  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  by  stating,  as  we  now  do,  that  he  is  known 
to  us,  and  that  whenever  called  upon  by  a committee 
of  congress,  we  pledge  ourselves  that  he  shall  be  forth- 
coming, and  that  he  is  one  whose  standing  warrants  an 
immediate  proceeding  on  the  part  of  congress. 

Extract  from  yesterday's  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

“The  more  brief  statement,  the  better  it  will  be  un- 
derstood. It  is  in  my  power,  if  brought  to  the  bar  of 
either  house,  or  before  a committee,  and  process  allow- 
ed me  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  to  prove, 
by  the  oath  of  a respectable  and  unimpeachable  citizen, 
as  well  as  by  written  documentary  evidence,  that  there  | 


is  at  least  one  member  of  congress  who  has  offered  to  barter 
his  services  and  his  influence,  with  a department  or  de- 
partments for  compensation.  ‘Why,  sir,’  said  the  appli- 
cant for  contract,  ‘if  my  proposition  has  merit,  it  will  be 
received.  If  it  has  not,  I do  not  expect  it  will  be  ac- 
cepted.’ And  what  do  you  think  was  the  answer  of 
the  honorable  member?  I will  give  it  to  you  jn  his  own 
emphatic  language:  ‘ Merit,’  said  he,  ‘why,  things  do 
not  go  here  by  merit,  but  by  pulling  ike  right  strings. — 
Make  it  my  interest,  and  I v>ill  pull  the  strings  for  you.” 
“THE  SPY  IN  WASHINGTON,” 

“Therefore  Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of 

members,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  charge  of  corruption 
therein  contained  against  a member  of  congress:  that 
as  soon  as  the  committee  ascertain  the  name  of  the  per- 
son accused,  they  give  him  notice  to  appear  before  them, 
and  attend  such  examination,  and  that  they  report  to 
this  house.” 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion — 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  “ resolved,”  and  inserting: 

‘ That  the  subject-matter  of  the  charge  contained  in 
the  foregoing  publication  be  investigated  at  the  bar  of 
this  House,  and  that  a subpeena  be  issued  requiring  ihe 

attendance  of to  be  examined  touching 

the  same.” 

Mr.  Loomis  moved  to  amend  Mr. Dromgoole’s  mo- 
tion by  striking  out  after  the  word  “that,”  and  in- 
serting as  follows:  “That  Matthew  L.  Davis  be 
forthwith  subpoenaed  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  to  tes- 
tify and  give  evidence  of  what  he  may  know  res- 
pecting the  name  of  the  member  implicated,  and 
the  authors  of  this  information.” 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Loomis’s  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  the  word  “member,”  the 
words  “ if  a member  of  this  house.” 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Loomis  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Wise  as  a substitute  for  that  part  of  his  propo- 
sition proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Underwood  gave  notice  that  if  this  amend- 
ment were  rejected,  he  should  move  the  original 
proposition  as  it  stood  before  the  modification  of  the 
mover. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  an  adjournment.  The  ques- 
tion being  taken  by  tellers,  resulted  as  follows: 
Ayes  72,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole,  and 
to  insert  the  original  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  not  seconded;  83  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  85  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  then 

Mr.  Clary  moved  an  adjournment,  which  w'aslost. 
76  to  90. 

Mr.  T-Vioc  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “if  a 
member  of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  the  chair  wdiether,  if  he 
withdrew  the  clause  alluded  to,  another  member 
could  move  it? 

The  chair  responded  in  the  affirmative;  where- 
upon 

Mr.  Underwood  withdrew  that  clause,  and 
Mr.  Haynes  moved  its  re-insertion;  and  upon  this 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Haynes,  Turney,  Wise  and  Underwood,  and  the  lat- 
ter moved  an  adjournment,  which  motion  (at  6 
o’clock)  was  carried. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  13.  The  unfinished  business 
ofjresterday  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  then  so 
modified  as  to  read  as  follows: 

‘‘Whereas,  the  following  publication  appears  in 
the  New  York  Courier  and  Inquirer,  to  wit: 

Corruption  in  congress.  We  yesterday  published  a 
letter  from  “the  Spy  in  Washington”  directly  charging 
a member  of  congress  with  corruption,  and  offering  to 
prove  the  charge  before  a committee  of  either  house, 
when  called  upon  for  that  purpose.  We  republish  the 
charge  to-day,  and  call  upon  congress  promptly  to  insti- 
tute the  investigation  thus  challenged,  both  as  an  act  of 
justice-to  itself  and  to  the  country.  “The  Spy  in  Wash- 
ington,” it  may  be  said,  is  not  an  ostensible  or  respon- 
sible person;  but  we  desire  at  once  to  obviate  this  dif- 
ficulty, by  stating,  as  we  now  do,  that  he  is  known  to 
us,  and  what  whenever  called  upon  by  a committee  of 
congress,  we  pledge  ourselves  that  he  shall  be  forthcom- 
ing, and  that  he  is  one  whose  standing  warrants  an  im- 
mediate proceeding  on  the  part  of  congress. 

Extract  from  yesterday’s  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

“The  more  brief  my  statement,  the  better  it  will  be 
understpod.  It  is  m my  power,  if  brought  to  the 
bar  of  either  house,  or  before  a committee,  and  process 
allowed  me  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  to 
prove,  by  the  oath  of  a respectable  and  unimpeachable 
citizen,  as  well  as  by  written  documentary  evidence, 
that  there  is  at  least  one  member  of  congress  who  has  of- 
fered to  barter  his  services  and  his  influence,  with  a de- 
partment or  departments,  for  compensation.  ‘Why,  sir,’ 
said  the  applicant  for  a contract,  ‘if  my  proposition  has 
merit,  it  will  be  received.  If  it  has  not,  I do  not  expect 
it  will  be  accepted.’  And  what  do  you  think  was  the 


answer  of  the  honorable  member?  I will  give  it  to  you 
in  his  own  emphatic  language:  ‘Merit,’  said  he,  ‘why, 
things  do  not  go  here  by  merit,  but  by  pulling  the  right 
strings.  Make  it  my  interest,  and  I will  pull  the  strings 
for  you.’ 

“THE  SPY-  IN  WASHINGTON.” 

“ Therefore  Resolved,  That  Matthew  L.  Davis  be 
forthwith  subpoenaed  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  to  testtfy 
and  give  evidence  of  what  he  may  know  respecting  the 
name  of  the  member  implicated,  and  the  authors  of  his 
information.” 

This  motion  Mr.  Underwood  yesterday  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it  after  the  word 
“Resolved,”  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing: 

‘‘That  a select  committee  of  , with  power  to 

send  for  persons  and  papers,  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  charge  of  corruption  therein  contained  against  a 
member  of  congress:  that  as  soon  as  the  committee  as- 
certain the  name  of  the  person  accused,  they  give  him 
notice  to  appear  before  them,  and  attend  such  examin- 
ation, and  that  they  report  to  this  house.” 

The  question  immediately  depending,  when  the 
sitting  and  the  subject  were  this  morning  resumed, 
was  on  a motion  by  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  to  in- 
sert in  this  last  amendment  after  words  “ members 
of  congress,”  “if  of  this  house.” 

The  speaker  having  stated  the  question — 

Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  received,  by 
last  night’s  mail,  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  pub- 
lished at  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  which  the  editor  has  the 
following  allusion  to  the  case  which  he  had  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  house.  [Mr.  W.  here  read  tne 
paragraph  to  which  he  referred,  viz.. 

“The  disgraceful  case  here  alluded  to  by  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  and  all  the  facts 
connected  with  it,  have  been  known  to  us  for  a week 
past  and  we  intended,  at  a proper  time,  to  bring  them 
before  the  public.  As  the  Spy  in  Washington,  however 
has  broached  the  subject,  with  a view  to  congressional 
inquiry,  we  shall  withhold  them  for  a reasonable  time, 
that  the  case  may  not  be  prejudged  or  prejudiced  by 
popular  feeling;  simply  adding  here  that  the  chief  wit- 
ness referred  to  is  a respectable  citizen  of  this  city,  and 
the  member  of  congress  a senator  of  the  United  States 
now  in  his  place.”] 

In  (his  paragraph  the  editor  seemed  to  speak 
knowingly  on  the  subject,  and  as,  from  the  intima- 
tion here  given,  it  would  appear  that  the  individual 
concerned  is  a member  of  the  senate,  Mr.  W.  did 
not  any  .longer  care  whether  the  words  in  the 
amendment  were  inserted  or  not.  Let  the  witness 
come  forward,  and  say  that  the  individual  implica- 
ted was  a senator;  then  the  case  would  be  clear. — 
He  hoped,  till  then,  the  question  would  be  no  fur- 
ther debated,  but  that  the  house  would  forthwith 
pass  the  resolution  in  one  form  or  the  other.  Either 
way,  Mr.  W.’s  object  would  have  been  sufficiently 
attained,  which  was  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  this 
house  from  a charge  which  struck  so  deeply  at  its 
integrity. 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine,  said  that,  from 
some  floating  rumors  which  prevailed  in  the  house 
last  evening,  he  bad  been  induced,  after  the  ad- 
journment, to  make  some  farther  inquiries,  in  such 
direction  as  the  rumors  seemed  to  point  out,  and 
obtained  further  information  than  it  had  been  prac- 
ticable to  procure  on  the  floor  of  this  house.  The 
result  was  such  as  to  satisfy  him  that  it  would  be- 
come a subject  of  regret,  not  only  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  but  to  every  gentleman  in  this  house, 
that  a proceeding  had  been  instituted  on  so  slight 
and  insufficient  a basis.  He  was  led  from  these  in- 
quiries to  believe  that  the  individual  implicated,  not 
being  a member  of  this  house,  but  of  the  senate,  so 
far  from  desiring,  on  that  account,  to  evade  the  most 
rigid  scrutiny  should  take  place,  both  on  his  own 
account  and  on  that  of  the  body  to  which  he  belong- 
ed, feeling  fully  assured  that  it  must  result  in  the 
most  complete  and  absolute  acquittal  of  himself  from 
ail  charge  of  fraud  on  Ihe  government,  or  fraud  on 
an  individual.  If  the  information  Mr.  S.  had  re- 
ceived was  true,  or  if  it  had  the  least  approach  to 
truth,  such  he  was  confident  must  be  the  issue — 

The  chair  here  interposed,  and  observed  to  the 
house  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  animadvert  upon  the  conduct  or 
votes  of  any  member  of  the  senate;  such  a proceed- 
ing must  lead  to  endless  difficulties  between  the 
two  houses.  The  only  ground  on  which  it  could  be 
justified  was  as  a measure  preparatory  to  impeach- 
ment. The  chair  did  not  undertake  to  decide  the 
legal  question  whether  a senator  was,  as  an  officer 
of  the  government,  liable  to  impeachment  or  not. — 
But  he  must  enforce  the  rules  of  order,  which  per- 
mitted proceedings  against  a senator  only  when  he 
had  violated  the  privileges  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  was" perfectly  aware  of  the  rule, 
and  of  the  interpretation  upon  it  by  the  chair ; but, 
as  the  house  had  not  been  furnished  with  any  di- 
rect information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution, 
and  as  the  matter  had  been  spoken  of  as  a case  of 
gross  corruption,  he  had  supposed  it  might  be  grate- 
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ful  to  the  house  to  have  such  information  as  might 
lead  it  to  suspend  its  judgment. 

The  chair  again  stated  the  parliamentary  law, 
and  warned  the  house  that,  should  it  attempt  to 
deal  with  a senator,  it  would  only  involve  itself  in 
difficulty  by  attempting  action  in  a case  where  it 
had  no  jurisdiction;  each  house  being  the  protec- 
tor of  its  own  privileges.  The  senator  would  be 
entitled  to  his  witnesses,  &c.,  and  the  whole  case 
would  be  productive  of  trouble  and  confusion. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  appealed  to  Mr. 
Smith  not  to  continue  his  remarks,  but  to  close 
them  by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  should  do  so;  but  would  only 
remark  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  now 
himself  satisfied  that  the  person  charged  was  a 
senator. 

Mr.  Wise  protested  against  this  position.  He 
was  not  so  satisfied:  all  his  leaning  to  that  opinion 
rested  on  the  article  he  had  read  from  the  Newark 
paper.  If  the  gentleman  knew  it  was  a senator, 
why  did  he  defend  him  here?  Let  him  respond  for 
himself  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Smith  now  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Thomas. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Rencher  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Robertson  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  was  authorized  to  state-  that  the  persons 
Implicated  waa  not  a member  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  could  only  give  such  informa- 
tion as  he  had  already  given. 

Mr.  Rives  asked  Mr.  Smith  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion; but  he  declined  doing  so;  and 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— -Yeas  46,  nays  137. 

Mr.  Haynes  now  moved  the  previous  question; 
and  it  was  seconded  by  the  house — Ayes  S3  noes  73. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  main  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  as  above  stated,  without 
amendment,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Beirne,  Belt,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn, 
John  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Win.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  “Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher, 
I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glas- 
cock, Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  H.  John- 
son, N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmilh, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M. 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKim, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  M.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pennybacker,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Potts,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgway,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer, 
Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanley, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Titus,  Toland,  Vail,  Vandeveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yell — 140. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Childs,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  De 
Graff,  Deunis,  Evans,  Everett,  Fry,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Hawes,  Holt,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  .1.  .‘ohnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Menefee,  Moore, 
Samuel  M.  Morris,  Noble’,  Noyes,  O.vens,  Petriken, 
Phillips,  Potter.  Randolph,  Shields,  Slade,  Smith,  Ta- 
liaferro, Thomas,  Toucey,  Underwood,  T.  T.  Whittle- 
sey, C.  PI.  Williams,  Worthington, — 16. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  issued  his  summons, 
and  Mr.  M.  L.  Davis  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
house. 

A preliminary  question  was  raised  by  Mr.  How- 
ard as  to  the  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  to 
the  witness,  and  that  gentleman  introduced  a reso- 
lution setting  forth  specific  interrogatories  to  be 
put. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed,  and  upon 
them  a debate  arose,  which  extended  to  a conside- 
rable length  ; and  the  mover  having  modified  his 
resolution  conformably  to  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Evans,  the  previous  question  was  demand- 
ed by  Mr.  Bronson,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  Grennell  asked  for  a division  of  the  resolu- 
tion. so  that  the  question  might  be  taken  on  the 
proposed  interrogatories,  seriatim;  and  this  devi- 
sion being  ordered, 

The  first  interrogatory,  to  wit:  “Are  you  the 
author  of  the  above  letter?”  was  ordered — 87  ayes 
to  7S  noes. 

The  remaining  interrogatories  being  the  follow- 
ing : 


“And  whether  he  declines  or  not  to  answer  the  above 
question  then  the  speaker  shall  put  the  following  : 

“2.  Do  you  know  who  is  alluded  to,  or  intended  to 
be  charged  in  the  preceding  letter  ? Answer  yea  or  nay, 
as  the  case  may  be,  without  giving  the  name. 

“Is  the  person  thus  alluded  to  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  ? 

“If  the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative,  then,  4.  what 
is  the  name  of  the  member  ? 

Were  then  carried  by  one  vote,  without  a divi- 
sion. 

The  witness  was  then  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  and  sworn  by  the  speaker.  The  article  in 
the  Courier  and  Enquirer  containing  the  extract 
from  the  letter  of  “(he  Spy  in  Washington,”  con- 
taining  the  charge  under  consideration,  was  read  1o 
him,  and  the  chair  propounded  to  him  the  first  of 
the  above  interrogatories.  To  which  Mr.  Davis 
responded,  that  he  was,  then, 'arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
the  house  without  counsel ; and  he  asked  to  be  per- 
mitted to  state  his  own  case.  He  most  respectfully 
asked  that  honorable  house  to  permit  him  to  say 
why,  in  his  opinion,  he  ought  not  to  be  required  to 
answer  that  interrogatory  : ar.d  if  permitted  to  do 
so,  said  he  would  occupy  but  a few  moments  of  the 
time  of  the  house. 

Upon  this  request  of  the  witness,  Mr.  Bronson  in- 
terposed an  objection,  and  the  witness  having  with- 
drawn the  question,  whether  he  be  permitted  to 
give  his  reasons  for  not  answering  this  interroga- 
tory, was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs.  Bronson, 
Wise,  Lincoln,  Foster,  Parker,  Patton,  Thompson, 
Haynes,  Sibley,  Boon,  Glascock  and  Holsey. 

Mr.  Howard  followed  Mr.  Holsey,  amidst  loud 
and  constant  cries  of  question;  and  after  silence  was 
obtained,  said  that  he  had  risen  to  move  the  previous 
question;  which  motion  was  sustained  by  a vote  of 
119  ayes,  noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question,  “shall  the  witness  have  leave 
to  state  his  reasons  for  not  answering  the  first  inter- 
rogatory?” was  carried  (the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered)  in  the  affirmative— yeas  103,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  an  adjournment  of  the  house. 
Lost.  The  witness  was  then  brought  in,  and  the 
chair  informed  him  that  the  house  had  voted  to  per- 
mit him  to  give  his  reasons  why  the  first  interroga- 
tory should  not  be  answered. 

Mr.  Davis  (the  witness)  returned  his  thanks  to 
that  most  respectable  body  for  their  courtesy  in 
giving  him  that  permission,  and  said  that,  as  the 
best  evidence  he  could  give  them  of  his  sincerity, 
he  would  occupy  but  a very  few  moments  of  their 
time.  He  protested,  solemnly,  against  the  power 
of  the  house  of  representatives  to  arraign  him,  part- 
ly as  a criminal,  and  partly  in  the  attitude  of  a wit- 
ness, for  the  purpose  of  criminating  himself.  The 
letter  in  question  was  written,  as  it  shows  upon  its 
face,  by  one  who  was  prepared,  at  proper  time,  to 
sustain  its  allegations;  and  the  editor  of  the  paper 
in  which  it  was  contained  had  accompanied  its 
publication  with  the  assurance  that  the  writer  was 
forthcoming.  While,  then,  a legal  and  proper  mode 
of  obtaining  this  investigation  was  thus  plainly 
pointed  out,  he  demanded  why  he  was  to  be  brought 
to  that  bar,  and  to  be  thus  interrogated?  He  would 
not  consent,  tamely,  thus  to  be  arraigned  and  ques- 
tioned. He  would  not  set  a precedent,  to  be  placed 
upon  the  journals  of  the  house,  which  would  here- 
after be  used  to  sanction  similar  abuses  of  what  he 
considered  to  be  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  guaran- 
tied to  him  by  the  constitution  of  bis  country;  nor 
would  he  consent  to  go  forth  to  the  world,  to  be 
pointed  at  as  the  poor  tremblingcoward,  who,  know- 
ing his  rights,  did  not  dare,  in  such  a situation  as 
that  in  which  he  was  then  placed,  to  maintain  them. 
He  felt  that  he  had  rights,  ami  knew  them  to  be 
constitutional.  But,  while  he  protested  in  this  man- 
ner against  this  arbitrary  and  illegal  action  of  the 
house,  he  would  not  have  any  gentleman  within  the 
sound  of  his  voice  imagine  that  he  was  shrinking 
from  responsibility.  There  was  one  way,  he  said, 
to  proceed  in  this  matter,  so  as  to  elicit  truth. — 
Since  he  had  left  the  hall,  he  had  prepared  such  a 
reply  to  the  interrogatory  that  had  been  propounded 
to  him,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  give,  and  he  would 
semi  it  in  -writinp;  to  the  table,  and  leave  to  have 
it  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  house. 

It  was  as  follows: 

“I  deny  the  right  of  the  house  to  ask,  and  therefore  I 
decline  to  answer  the  question  whether  I am  or  am  not 
the  author  of  the  Spy  in  Washington,  or  the  extract 
from  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  interrogatory;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  respectfully  state  that  I know  the  mem- 
ber of  congress  to  whom  the  spy  alludes,  and  am  pre- 
pared to  name  him  at  the  bar  of  this  house  or  else- 
where.” 

The  second  interrogatory  being  propounded  to 
the  witness,  viz. 

“2.  Do  vou  know  who  is  alluded  to,  or  intended  to  be 
charged,  in  the  preceding  letter?  Answer  yea  or  nay, 
as  the  case  may  be,  without  giving  the  name.” 

He  replied  “I  do.” 


To  the  third  interrogatory,  in  these  words: 

“Is  the  person  thus  alluded  to  a member  of  the  house 
of  Representatives?’’ 

He  responded  “No.” 

The  chair  then  informed  the  witness  that,  by  the 
order  adopted  by  the  house,  he  was  then  discharged. 

Whereupon  the  witness  retired  from  the  bar  of 
the  house. 

And  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  14.  The  journal  of  yesterday’s 
proceedings  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wise  remarked  that  the  entry  in  the  journal 
respecting  the  appearance  of  a witness  (Mr.  M.  L. 
Davis)  at  the  bar  of  the  house  simply  stated  that 
the  witness  was  sworn,  without  stating  the  form  of 
the  oath  administered.  Now,  the  witness  was 
sworn  by  the  speaker  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ; and  after  having 
been  so  sworn,  he  was  not  allowed,  though  pro- 
fessing a willingness  to  do  so,  to  tell  the  whole 
truth.  Mr.  W.  moved  to  have  the  journal  so  amend- 
ed as  to  state  the  facts  precisely  as  they  occurred. 

Mr.  Atherton  said  that  he  had  understood  the 
witness  to  decline  to  answer  the  first  question  put 
to  him.  How  could  he  then  be  understood  to  have 
offered  to  tell  the  whole  truth  ? If  the  oath  which 
the  witness  had  taken  required  him  to  tell  the  whole 
truth,  in  the  sense  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  knew’  not  why  he  should  have  declin- 
ed to  answer  the  very  first  question  put  to  him. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  not  made  the  motion  on  be- 
half of  this  witness,  nor  of  any  other  body,  but  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  truth — 

The  speaker  here  explained  that  he  had  pursued 
the  precedent  in  such  cases,  in  administering  the 
oath ; and  that  the  oath  administered,  though  an 
oath  in  chief,  was  an  oath  based  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  house  which  had  taken  place,  and  had 
direct  reference  and  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  he  presumed  that  no  one  here 
would  deny  that  the  oath  administered  to  the 
witness  was  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  in  the  matter  then  depending, 
All  that  Mr.  W.  wanted  was  that  the  journal,  which 
purports  to  be  a record  of  facts,  shall  state  the  facts 
truly.  What  objection  any  gentleman  could  have 
to  tell,  before  God  and  the  country,  the  truth  of 
what  passed  yesterday,  he  could  not  conceive.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  answers  of  the  witness  to 
the  interrogatories  were  stated  on  the  face  of  the 
journal. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  answers  to  interro- 
gatories propounded  were  not  recorded  on  the  jour- 
nal, and  in  this  respect  the  clerk  had  acted  accord- 
ing to  precedents  in  this  house,  and  according  to 
parliamentary  law,  which  he  referred  to  in  Jeffer- 
son’s Manual,  (under  the  section  “examination  of 
witnesses,”)  as  follows:  “The  testimony  given 

in  answer  before  the  house  is  never  written  down  : 
but,  before  a committee,  it  must  be,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the.  house,  who  are  not  present  to  hear 
it.” 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  journal,  further, 
so  as  to  include  the  answers  to  the  interrogatories, 
as  well  to  make  the  record  conform  to  the  fact,  as 
preparatory  to  a further  motion  which  he  proposed 
to  submit,  (understood  to  refer  to  a proposition  to 
transmit  to  the  senate  a transcript  of  that:  part  of 
the  journal  ;)  and,  at  the  desire  offfhe  speaker,  he 
committed  to  writing  his  motion  for  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Toucy,  deprecating 
further  consumption  of  time  on  this  subject,  and 
from  Mr.  Wise  in  reply — 

Mr.  Whittlesey  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
opinion  that  no  injustice  had  been  done  1o  the  wit- 
ness in  the  matter  referred  to,  and  that  the  journal 
conformed  as  it  stood  to  the  parliamentary  law, 
which,  until,  it  was  altered  b)T  the  house  itself,  was 
the  law  by  which  the  speaker  and  the  clerk  must 
both  be  governed.  He  intimated  his  wish  also  that 
this  question  might  be  promptly  disposed  of,  that 
the  house  might  proceed  in  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  that  the  motion  to  amend 
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The  motion  was  agreed  to.  So  Mr.  Wise’s  mo- 
on was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon  then  moved  to  amend  the  journal  by 
riking  out  the  entry  of  Mr.  Davis’s  denial  of  the 
ithority  of  the  house  to  require  of  him  whether 
- not  lie  was  the  author  of  the  letter,  which  reply 
5 believed  had  been  inadvertently  permitted  by 
le  house  to  be  received  for  entry  on  the  journal. 
Mr.  Dromyoole  expressed  his  unwillingness  that 
le  answer  referred  to  should,  at  the  request  of 
ie  witness,  whether  that  request  was  prompted  by 
•romance  or  by  caution,  be  made  and  suffered  to 
;main  a part  of  the  journal  ot  the  house. 

The  speaker  stated' that  it  had  not  been  without 
onsideration  and  examination  that  this  entry  had 
een  made  upon  the  journal,  the  speaker  consider- 
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ing  it  to  be  justified  and  required  by  the  general 
consent  (no  objection  having  been  heard)  when  the 
request  was  made. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  protested,  for  one,  against  silence, 
on  his  part,  being  considered  as  an  assent  to  any 
such  proposition. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  gentlemen  whether  they 
proposed  that  this  house  should  “ expunge”  its 
journal,  by  drawing  black  marks  around  or  across 
it  ? He  hoped,  he  said,  we  should  not  have  another 
expunging  scene  here.  The  country  has  had 
enough  of  expunging.  Already  the  journal  did  not 
tell  all  the  truth  ; but,  in  the  name  of  truth,  he  ho- 
ped the  house  would  not  expunge  so  much  of  it  as 
it  did  contain. 

Mr.  Boon  said  that  it  must  be  admitted  that  it 
would  be  quite  as  proper  to  amend  the  journal  by 
striking  out  a part  of  it,  as  to  do  so  by  adding,  as 
had  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  himself,  what 
was  not  now  contained  in  it. 

Mr.  Rives  supported  the  amendment ; Mr.  Wise 
rejoined  ; and  Mr.  Turney  spoke  in  support  of  it; 
when 

Mr.  Griffin,  desiring  to  put  an  end  to  a discus- 
sion which  he  considered  unprofitable,  moved  to 
lay  this  motion  for  amendment  also  upon  the  table. 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays — 104  to  79.  So  Mr.  Boon’s  motion 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  the  house  then  deter- 
mined by  a vote  of  more  than  two- thirds  of  the 
members  present,  to  stipend  all  other  business  to  al- 
low for  the  presentation  of  petitions; 

And,  in  the  presentation  of  petitions,  and  ques- 
tions concerning  the  reference  of  them,  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  this  day’s  sitting  was  spent. 
Of  which  some  account  shall  be  given  in  our  next. 

The  house  adjourned  at  6 o’clock. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WRIGHT,  (of  new  York.) 

Wednesday,  January  31,  1838, 

Upon,  the  bill  “to  impose  additional  duties,  as  depo- 
sitaries, upon  certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate 
the  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  regretted  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cesary  for  nim  to  impose  a more  severe  tax  upon 
the  time  and  patience  of  the  senate  than  he  had 
ever  before  been  compelled  to  impose,  since  he  had 
been  honored  with  a seat  in  the  body.  He  had 
hoped,  therefore,  that  he  should  have  been  able  to 
reach  the  subject  at  an  earlier  hour  in  the  morning; 
but,  as  it  was,  he  would  endeavor  to  conclude  with 
the  sitting  of  the  day. 

He  said  he  entered  upon  the  debate  with  the 
painful  consciousness  of  his  inability  to  do  justice 
to  the  position  he  held  in  reference  to  the  measure 
upon  the  table.  The  discussion  of  it  must  involve 
questions  of  the  highest  importance  in  politics,  of 
the  most  pervading  interest  in  finance,  and,  as  he 
thought,  of  equal  magnitude  in  the  morals  of  gov- 
ernment. These  questions  were  to  be  discussed, 
deliberated  upon,  and  decided  b}r  the  senate,  and 
upon  him  had  fallen  the  duty  of  opening  such  a de- 
bate before  that  high  tribunal. 

Could  he  call  to  his  aid  talents,  experience, 
learning,  powers  of  argument,  and  perspicuity  of 
language,  such  as  were  possessed  and  at  the  com- 
mand of  many  distinguished  senators  whom  he 
knew  he  must  meet  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  he 
should  feel  a gratifying  confidence  that  he  could 
contend  successfully,  and  could  triumphantly  refute 
every  objection.  As  it  was,  he  was  consoled  by 
the  reflection  that  he  should  be  followed  in  the  de- 
bate by  other  senators  equally  able,  and  equally  dis- 
tinguished, and  who  would  only  have  occasion  to 
ask  of  him  that  he  should  not  injure  a cause  which 
must  rest  its  defence  with  them.  He  would  most 
cheerfully  promise  them  that  he  would  not  inten- 
tionally throw  obstacles  in  their  way  ; and  he 
would  entreat  the  senate  to  judge  of  the  bill  from 
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tary,  and  not  from  the  weakness  they  would  fail  to 
discover  in  his  attempt  to  support  them. 

Justice  to  himself  required  another  preliminary 
remark.  But  a few  months  had  passed  since  they 
were  engaged  there  in  the  discussion  of  this  same 
measure,  or  rather,  perhaps,  he  should  say,  of  a 
measure  precisely  similar  in  its  great  leading  fea- 
tures. In  that  discussion  he  had  taken  a part';  and 
if  he  should  be  found  on  this  occasion  repeating 
ideas  and  arguments  which  he  had  then  advanced^ 
the  reason  and  his  apology  must  be  sought  in  the 
identity  of  the  subjects,  and  not  in  a disposition,  on 
his  part,  to  trouble  the  senate  now  with  remarks  to 
which  they  had  once  done  him  the  honor  to  listen. 

He  said  the  bill  was  based  upon  two  great  lead- 
ing principles,  and  that  all  its  provisions,  detailed 
and  numerous  as  they  were,  became  necessary,  in 


the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  carry  those  prin- 
ciples successfully  into  practice.  These  principles 
were — 

First.  A practical  and  bona  fide  separation  between 
the  public  treasure,  the  money  of  the  people,  and 
the  business  of  individuals  and  incorporations,  and 
especially  between  this  money  and  the  business  of 
banking. 

Second.  A gradual  change  of  the  currency  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  from  that 
authorized  to  be  received  by  the  resolution  of  con- 
gress of  1816,  to  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States. 

The  material  details  of  the  bill,  applicable  to 
each  of  these  objects,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  no- 
tice; and  as  the  task  must  be  tedious  and  uninter- 
esting to  him,  and  much  more  so  to  the  senate,  he 
would  abridge  it  as  much  as  justice  to  the  measure 
would  permit. 

As  applicable  to  the  first  object,  the  bill  com- 
menced with  the  establishment  of  offices  and  vaults, 
at  designated  points,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  money.  The  first  section  defined  and  esta- 
blished the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  plac- 
ed it  under  the  care  and  charge  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States;  and  singular  as  it  had  appeared 
to  him,  and  as  he  thought  it  would  appear  to  most 
of  the  constituents  of  every  senator,  this  was  the 
first  attempt,  so  far  as  his  researches  had  enabled 
him  to  discover,  to  establish  by  law  a national  trea- 
sury. Should  this  bill  pass,  and  this  section  be  re- 
tained, he  was  confident  it  would  be  the  first  act  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  which  had  given, 
not  a name,  but  “a  local  habitation”  to  this  most 
important  institution.  As  the  object  of  the  bill  is 
to  place  the  funds  of  the  government  hereafter  un- 
der the  control  of  the  public  treasury,  ar.d  not  of 
private  banking  institutions,  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee peculiarly  proper  that  its  first  enactment 
should  be  to  define  and  establish  that  treasury. 

The  second  section  constituted  the  mint  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  also 
places  for  the  deposite  and  safe-keping  of  the  pub- 
lic money  collected  at  those  places,  or  transferred 
to  them  by  tile  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  The  treasurers  of  the  mints  respectively 
were  assigned  to  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  mo- 
ney there  deposited. 

The  third  section  directed  the  preparation  of  suit- 
able offices  and  vaults  in  the  custom  houses  now 
erecting  in  New  York  and  Boston,  for  the  deposile 
and  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  at  those 
points,  and  for  the  use  of  officers  to  have  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  moneys  ; and  the  fourth  section 
provided  for  the  erection  of  two  independent  offi- 
ces and  vaults,  for  the  same  purpose:  the  one  to 
be  located  at  Charleston,  in  the  state  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  the  other  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of 
Missouri. 

It  would  not  require  any  remark  from  him  to  sa- 
tisfy the  mind  of  every  senator  of  the  propriety  of 
selecting  the  seat  of  government  as  the  place  of  lo- 
cation for  the  national  treasury,  or  that  the  points 
he  had  named  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  as  well  as 
New  Orleans.,  were  places  where  so  important  por- 
tions of  the  public  revenue  were  collected,  and 
from  which  so  great  a share  of  the  public  disburse- 
ments were  now,  in  fact,  made,  or  could  be  made, 
with  increased  convenience  to  the  treasury,  and  to 
the  public  creditors,  as  to  render  them  all  proper 
places  for  the  location  of  offices  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing ol  the  public  money,  in  case  any  such  offices 
were  to  be  provided  at  the  public  expense,  owned 
by  the  government,  and  kept  in  the  charge  of  its 
officers.  Another  reason  also  existed,  and  which 
was  conclusive  with  the  committee,  as  to  the  selec- 
tion of  Washington,  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans, 
New  York  and  Boston.  Public  buildings,  of  a fire- 
proof character  were  already  erected,  or  now  being 
erected,  at  the  public  expense,  and  for  the  public 
use,  at  all  of  those  places,  in  which  sufficient 
rooms,  offices,  and  vaults,  for  the  purposes  con- 
templated, could  be  secured  without  any  material 
auuiuv..  4.  »ho  expense  incurred,  and  to  be  incur- 
red upon  the  buildings.  It  was  also  his  duty  to 
inform  the  senate  that,  since  the  bill  was  reported, 
the  committee  had  learned  that  the  government  now 
owned  a custom-house  at  Charleston,  and  that  the 
information  possessed  at  the  treasmy  department 
authorized  the  belief  that  suitable  rooms  for  offices 
could  be  had  in  that  building,  thus  rendering  it  ne- 
cessary to  construct  avalt  only,  instead  of  an  inde- 
pendent office,  as  the  bill  contemplated,  at  that 
place.  He  had  prepared  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
to  make  it  conform  to  this  state  of  facts,  which  he 
would  send  to  the  chair  before  he  resumed  his  seat. 

As  to  the  selection  of  St.  Louis,  some  diversity 
of  opinion  might  exist;  but  the  committee  had  fix- 
ed upon  that  place,  because,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion they  had  been  able  to  collect,  they  believed  it 
to  be  the  point  from  which  the  principal  part  of  our 


heavy  disbursements  upon  the  western  frontier  were 
made.  They  were  inlormed  that  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  money  paid,  and  to  be  paid,  annual- 
ly, to  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  disbursements  at  the  various 
military  posts  upon  the  western  frontier,  were  re- 
ceived by  the  various  disbursing  officers  at  this 
town  ; and  that,  therefore,  large  accumulations 
of  public  money  were  rendered  necessary  at  this 
point,  to  meet  these  payments.  This  seemed  to 
them  to  require  an  office  of  safe-keeping,  and  an 
officer  or  agent  of  the  government,  of  some  kind 
there  ; and  that  the  place  was  selected  more,  per- 
haps, in  consequence  of  the  heavy  disbursements 
made  from,  than  the  amount  of  collections  at  it. 
Still  their  information  was,  that  the  money  collect- 
ed at  many  of  the  western,  and  especially  the  north- 
western land  offices,  could  be  more  conveniently 
transferred  to,  and  accumulated  at,  that  point  than 
at  any  other  upon  the  frontier. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  he  said,  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  four  additional  salary  officers, 
and  which,  in  the  draught  of  the  bill,  the  commit- 
tee had,  to  distinguish  them  from  the  receivers  of 
public  money  at  the  various  land  offices,  denomi- 
nated “receivers  general  of  public  money.”  These 
officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  president,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  as 
other  officers  of  like  importance  were  appointed; 
were  to  hold  their  officers  for  the  same  term  of  four 
years;  and  were  to  be  located  one  at  New  York, 
one  at  Boston,  one  at  Charleston,  and  one  at  St. 
Louis,  to  take  the  charge  of  the  offices  and  vaults 
for  the  safe -keeping  of  the  public  money  at  these 
points,  respectively,  and  of  the  money  placed 
therein. 

He  was  well  aware  that  this  was  a feature  of  the 
bill  not  calculated  to  be  popular,  upon  a slight  ex- 
amination, and  that  it  was  not  palatable  to  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  measure  generally.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  discuss  this  provision  at  large,  in  this 
place,  as  the  course  he  had  marked  out  for  himself 
would  require  that  he  should  again  recur  to  it;  but 
a few  remarks  upon  the  necessity  of  some  provi- 
sion of  the  sort  were  called  for  here.  It  was  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  trea- 
sury, that  it  should  have  agencies  of  some  descrip- 
tion at  these  points.  The  collections  and  disburse- 
ments of  them  all  made  it  imperative;  and,  if  it  was 
designed  to  discontinue  the  banks,  as  fiscal  agents, 
some  other  must  be  substituted.  This  would  be 
apparent  to  all,  merelv  Horn  recurring  to  (he  names 
of  the  jdaces,  and  to  their  importance  as  commer- 
cial towns.  It  was  true  that,  in  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee,  at  the  extra  session  of  congress,  in 
September,  no  provision  was  made  for  this  addition 
to  the  existing  officers  of  the  treasury  department. 
The  duties  now  proposed  to  be  assigned  to  these 
new  officers  were,  by  that  bill,  devolved  upon  the 
respective  collectors  of  the  customs  at  the  places 
named;  but  it  was  then  stated  to  the  senate  by  him- 
self, in  his  place,  that  this,  and  many  other  matters 
of  detail  were  purposely  omitted,  that  the  bill  then 
reported  might  be  made  as  simple  as  possible,  and 
embody  the  great  principles  intended  to  be  secured 
by  it;  knowing,  as  the  committee  did  know  the 
strong  desire  and  determination  of  both  houses  of 
congress  to  limit  that  session  within  the  shortest 
possible  period  which  the  public  business  would 
allow.  They  believed  that  these  details,  including 
as  well  the  provisions  of  the  sections  before  noticed  , 
as  the  one  now  under  discussion,  and  others  which 
follow,  would  be  calculated  to  protract  discussion, 
delay  action,  and  thus  either  extend  the  session,  or 
prevent  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  They  were 
then  convinced  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  to  the 
appointment  of  these  additional  officers,  would  have 
to  be  carried  out;  but,  in  the  then  almost  supended 
state  of  our  foreign  trade,  they  did  not  believe  that 
the  operations  of  the  treasury  would  sutfer  for  the 
want  of  them  during  the  very  short  vacation  which 
was  to  intervene  between  that  and  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress;  and  it  was  then  intimated  that  the 
defects  of  that  bill  could  be  supplied  now7. 

The  inquiries  which  the  committee  have  since 
made,  not  only  at  the  treasury  department,  but  at 
some  of  the  places  named,  have  proved,  to  their 
entire  satisfaction,  that  this  addition  of  officers  will 
be  required;  that  the  collectors  of  the  customs  at 
these  places,  or  certainly  at  some  of  them,  are  al- 
ready charged  with  more  onerous  and  responsible 
duties  than  any  one  man,  whatever  may  be  bis  in- 
dustry or  capacity  for  business,  can  well  discharge; 
and  that  at  the  port  of  New  York  at  least,  those  du- 
ties would  justly  bear  division,  were  it  not,  from 
their  nature  and  character,  they  cannot  be  divided. 
The  same  must  be  nearly  the  truth  at  Boston,  and 
cannot  vary  very  materially  from  it  at  Charleston 
and  St.  Louis. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  supposes  that  the 
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receipts  and  disbursements  of  tile  money  ordinarily 
collected  and  disbursed  at  each  of  these  points  will 
occupy  the  full  time  of  one  competent  business  man; 
and  will  anyone  suppose  that  duties  so  onerous  and 
so  responsible  can  be  added  to  those  at  present  to 
be  performed  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs?  Will 
any  one  desire  that  such  duties  and  responsibilities 
should  be  confided  to  a mere  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  collector?  He  thought  not.  Then  the  provis- 
ion, or  some  one  of  a similar  character,  was  indis- 
pensable, and  its  rejection  would  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  public  money,  embarrass  the  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury,  and  put  in  jeopardy,  if  not  de- 
feat, the  successful  action  of  the  whole  system. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  was,  in  substance, 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee at  the  extra  session;  the  only  alterations  being 
those  required  to  make  it  conform  to  the  provisions 
which  were  before  it,  and  which  he  had  already  no- 
ticed. It  declared  what  officers  of  the  government 
should  be  depositaries,  embracing,  in  addition  to 
those  named  in  the  former  sections,  collectors  of  the 
customs,  receivers  of  public  money  at  the  land 
offices,  postmasters,  and  some  other  classes,  and 
assigned  generally  the  duties  to  be  performed  by 
them  in  this  capacity 

He  would  now  pass  to  section  ten,  which  requir- 
ed but  a single  remark.  It  conferred  a general 
power  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  trans- 
fer the  money  in  the  hands  of  any  depositary  to  the 
cus'ody  and  keeping  of  any  other  depositary,  as  oc- 
casion might  require.  This  provision  was  neces- 
sary as  well  to  give  the  department  control  over  its 
own  affairs,  as  to  enable  it  to  consult  the  safety  of 
the  public  money,  and  the  calls  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. If  money  accumulate,  at  any  given  point,  to 
an  amount  which,  from  the  smallness  of  the  officer’s 
bond,  or  lrom  any  other  cause,  the  secretary  shall 
have  reason  to  fear  is,  or  may  be,  unsafe,  he  should 
be  authorized  to  transfer  it,  or  any  portion  of  it  to  a 
place  of  safety.  If  money  accumulate,  at  points 
where  it  is  not  wanted,  for  disbursement,  he  should 
have  the  same  authority  to  transfer  it  to  a point 
wdiere  it  is  so  wanted.  If  a depositary  be  located 
at  a place  remote  from  any  bank,  and  any  office  of 
safe-keeping,  similar  authority  will  be  required  to 
transfer  his  collections  for  deposite.  These,  and 
many  other  occasions  will  arise  for  the  exercise  of 
this  power  to  make  transfers. 

The  twelfth,  thirteenth  arid  fourteenth  sections 
contained  provisions  to  authorize  special  deposites 
of  public  money,  for  safe-keeping,  at  all  places 
where  there  was  no  office,  for  the  safe  keeping,  be- 
longing to  tile  government.  The  only  parts  of  the 
sections  which  it  would  be  material  for  him  to  no- 
tice, were  those  which  defined  the  character  of  the 
deposites.  They  are  made  strictly  special,  and  a 
broad  discretion  is  given  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  as  (o  the  measures  he  will  adopt  to  secure 
to  them  that  character.  In  case  he  should  think  it 
wise  to  do  so,  he  is  authorized  to  provide  iron  safes, 
to  be  placed  in  (he  vaults  of  the  banks,  for  the  ex- 
clusive keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  so  con- 
structed that  they  may  be  under  the  joint  control  of 
the  bank  and  the  depositing  officer,  so  that  neither 
can  gain  access  to  the  money  without  the  consent 
and  aid  of  the  other.  A further  condition  is,  that 
nothing  but  gold  anil  silver,  and  paper  issued  upon 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  made,  by 
law,  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  shall 
be  o.fi-red  for  deposite  by  the  depositaries,  or  receiv- 
ed on  deposite  by  the  banks.  It  is  further  provided, 
that  all  deposites  shall  be  carried,  upon  the  books 
of  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  officer  making  the 
deposite,  and  not  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Unired  States;  that  neither  the  treasurer,  nor  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall  draw  upon  the  bank 
for  disbursements  or  transfers;  and  that  the  money 
deposited  shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  bank  by  the 
officer  to  whose  credit  it  stands,  without  an  order 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  payment.  A 
commission,  upon  the  money  deposited,  is  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  the  banks  for  their  trouble  and  risk; 
but  as  the  committee  had  no  information  an  to  the 
rates  of  commission  which  it  would  be  safe  for  con- 
gress to  fix  as  a maximum , and  not  incur  the  danger 
of  so  limiting  this  compensation  as  to  induce  the 
bank  to  refuse  the  d^posifhs  altogether,  they  have 
reported  the  bill,  in  blank  in  this  respect. 

These  provisions,  it  would  be  seen,  were  very 
close;  and  it  had  been  suggested,  as  well  by  some 
of  the  friends,  as  by  the  opponents,  of  the  bill,  that 
they  were  so  close  as  to  render  it  possible,  if  not 
probable,  that  the  banking  institutions  would  reject 
them  on  that  account,  upon  the  ground  that  it  car- 
ried upon  their  face  a distrust  of  the  solvency  and 
responsibility  of  the  institutions,  or  of  the  integrity 
of  their  officers  and  managers,  or  both.  He  would 
detain  the  senate  a few  moments  to  examine  these 
objections;  and,  first,  if  he  understood  the  matter, 
and  the  law  of  the  case,  the  idea  of  distrust  as  to 


| the  solvency  and  responsibility  of  the  banks,  arising 
, from  these  provisions,  seemed  to  him  to  be  a forcec 
and  unnatural  inference.  If  such  an  idea  could 
grew  out  of  any  part  of  them,  it  must  be  that  part 
| giving  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  a discretion 
to  furnish  sales  for  the  exclusive  keeping  of  the 
ublic  money,  to  be  under  the  joint  control  of  the 
ank  and  an  officer  of  the  government.  This  would 
constitute  the  deposite  entirely  special;  and,  as  he 
understood  the  law,  the  bank  would  not  be  respon- 
sible for  such  a deposite  beyond  the  obligation  of 
ordinary  care  and  vigilance  in  its  sale-keeping.  In 
the  incidents  of  property,  responsibility,  and  risk, 
there  was  scarcely  a resemblance  between  a depo- 
site of  this  character,  and  a general  open  deposite. 
In  the  latter  the  property  is  changed  the  moment 
the  deposite  is  made.  The  money  becomes  the 
absolute  property  of  the  bank  as  much  as  it3  own 
capital,  and  the  government  receives  its  credit,  or 
promise  to  pay,  in  its  certificate  of  deposite,  in  ex- 
change for  the  money.  No  matter,  then,  how  the 
money  be  lost,  if  it  be  lost,  the  indebtedness  of  the 
institution  upon  its  certificate  is  not  changed  there- 
by, nor  ran  it  be  discharged  by  any  act  of  the  debtor 
other  than  payment.  In  such  deposites,  therefore, 
the  solvency  and  responsibility  of  the  bank  becomes 
the  first  subject  of  inquiry  and  examination  for  the 
depositor.  Not  so  in  cases  of  special  deposite. 
There  the  property  is  not  changed;  the  specific 
thing  depostied  remains  the  property  of  the  depo- 
sitor. If  it  be  money,  it  would  be  a violation  of 
the  lavv  and  rules  of  the  deposite  for  the  bank  to  ex- 
change it,  for  any  purpose,  for  the  same  amount  of 
money  of  an  exactly  similar  character.  It  is  the 
identity  of  the  article,  and  the  property  in  it,  which 
gives  it  the  character  of  a special  deposite;  and  if 
that  article  be  converted  by  the  bank,  although 
instantly  replaced  by  an  exactly  similar  article  in 
every  respect,  the  identity  and  property  are  both 
gone,  and  the  option  of  the  depositor  alone  must 
determine  whether  his  indemnity  shall  be  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  institution,  or  the  articles  ten- 
dered in  exchange.  Hence  the  different  liabilities 
of  the  bank  in  the  two  cases.  In  the  first,  it  pur- 
chases the  money  with  its  credit,  and  thus  contracts 
a debt  which  it  is  unconditionally  liable  to  pay;  in 
the  second,  it  derives  no  property  from  the  depos- 
ite, and  is  a simple  bailee,  with  or  without  compen- 
sation, as  its  contract  of  deposite  shall  determine; 
but,  in  either  case,  only  liable  in  case  of  want  of 
ordinary  care  and  vigilance  in  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  thing  entrusted  to  its  keeping. 

In  the  provisions  for  the  special  deposite  provid- 
ed for,  therefore,  the  government  only  proposes  to 
hire  the  security  of  the  vaults  and  safes  of  the 
banks,  for  the  keeping  of  its  money,  and  the  ordi- 
nary care  and  vigilance  of  its  officers  in  guarding 
it  while  there.  Beyond  these,  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  capital,  solvency,  or  responsibility  of  the 
institutions.  How,  then,  can  it  be  supposed  that 
the  provisions  are  intended  to  carry  distrust  upon 
their  face  against  the  solvency  and  responsibility 
of  the  banks?  If  the  vaults  be  safe,  and  the  integ- 
rity of  the  officers,  their  vigilance  and  care  tried 
and  known,  an  insolvent  bank  is  as  safe  a place  for 
a special  deposite  as  a solvent  one;  a bank  unable 
to  pay  its  debts,  as  a bank  abundant  in  its  means 
beyond  its  liabilities.  Either  can  keep  as  safely 
and  faithfully  the  property  of  another,  placed  in  its 
vaults,  while  the  creditors  of  neither  can  avail  them- 
selves of  a special  deposite,  whatever  it  may  be, 
without  the  assent  and  aid  of  the  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution. How  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  declare 
distrust  upon  the  face  of  a lavv,  when  almost  all  inte- 
rest, in  the  just  grounds  for  that  feeling,  is  put  at 
rest  by  the  nature  and  character  of  the  deposite  to 
be  made.  And  how  unnatural  to  infer  such  dis- 
trust from  language  which  does  not  necessarily  con- 
vey it,  when  the  character  of  the  contract  proposed 
to  be  made  does  not  require  the  inference. 

It  was  further  alleged  that  the  provisions  convey- 
ed imputation  against  the  integrity  of  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  banks,  and  that,  therefore, 
they  would  not  contract  >viui  (he  secretary  ol  the 
treasury  fur  the  deposites  proposed.  Was  this  a 
fair  construction  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill?  Was 
it  an  improper  or  ungenerous  distrust  of  the  integ. 
rity  of  those  who  had  the  management  of  these  in- 
stitutions, and  the  care  and  custody  of  the  property 
placed  in  their  cjiarge,  to  set  guards  over  their  con- 
duct? What  did  the  bill  propose  in  reference  to  the 
officers  who  were  to  be  entrusted  with  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money.  They  were  required 
not  only  to  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  trust,  but  a breach  of  that  trust,  is  the  use 
of  the  money,  for  investments,  loans,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  whatsoever,  was  declared  a crime 
which  should  subject  the  perpetrator  to  indictment 
and  infamous  punishment;  to  protracted  personal 
imprisonment,  and  to  a fine  equal  to  the  money  em- 
beezled;  and,  consequently,  to  perpetual  disgrace  I 


and  infamy.  Was  this  a suggestion,  upon  the  face 
of  these  provisions,  of  distrust  of  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  these  officers?  Was  every  honest  and 
honorable  citizen  of  the  country  bound  to  reject 
these  offices,  when  tendered  to  them,  because  the 
law  under  which  they  must  act  in  providing  penal- 
ties for  their  misconduct,  or  guards  against  it,  con- 
veyed to  the  public  a distrust  of  their  integrity? 
Had  any  statesman  ever  supposed  that,  if  naming 
penalties  and  punishmnts  in  a law  for  violation  of 
official  duty  or  official  trust,  he  was  drawing  out 
imputations  against  the  integrity  and  trustworthi- 
ness of  the  officers  who  were  to  hold  places  under 
it?  He  could  not  so  suppose.  He  could  not  sub- 
scribe to  this  doctrine;  and  he  would  ask  if  incor- 
porations, incorporeal  existences,  were  to  be  treat- 
ed more  delicately,  in  our  legislation,  than  that 
class  of  citizens  who  would  be  selected  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  approved  by  the  senate,  for  high  and 
responsible  trusts?  All  must  answer  no;  and,  so 
answering,  all  must  concede  that  there  was  no  foun- 
dation for  this  objection  to  the  provisions.  Incor- 
porations could  not  be  subject  to  indictment  and 
punishment,  as  there  was  no  real  person  upon 
whom  the  punishment  could  be  inflicted.  This 
check  could  not  be  imposed  upon  their  officers  and 
agents  because  it  would  be  impossible  to  determine 
who  was  guilty  in  form  only,  and  who,  in  fact, 
when  every  act  must  be  that  of  an  agent,  who  mav 
have  no  discretion.  If,  then,  physical  restraints 
are  interposed,  as  these  institutions,  to  accomplish 
the  ends  which  are  reached  by  penal  enactments  in 
the  case  of  natural  persons,  is  the  offence  to  deli- 
cacy of  feeling,  the  effront  to  honor  or  integrity, 
greater  in  the  former  case  than  in  the  latter?  He 
could  not  see  that  it  was;  and  he  must  think  that 
both  of  these  objections  displayed  a degree  of  over- 
wrought sensibility  towards  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  which  their  sagacious  man- 
agers would  see  should  not  govern  their  conduct. 

There  was  a single  other  view  of  this  subject 
which  he  must  present,  and  he  would  pass  on  to 
other  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  committee,  who  drew  and  reported  the  bill, 
to  make  these  deposites  strictly  special;  to  prevent 
the  banks  from  any  use  of  the  money  deposited; 
and  he  believed  the  provision  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred, if  faithfully  executed,  would  accomplish  that 
intention.  If  the  banks  should  receive  the  money, 
under  this  understanding,  and  with  an  intention,  on 
their  part,  to  carry  it  out  in  good  faith,  what  would 
be  their  true  interest  in  this  matter?  Would  it  not 
be  to  have  their  power  to  use  the  money  placed  be- 
yond question?  To  have  physical  disabilities  inter- 
posed between  them  and  that  portion  of  the  public 
treasure  committed  to  their  charge?  Observation 
and  experience  must  already  have  taught  them  that 
the  distrustful  eye  of  public  opinion  follows  the 
public  treasure;  and,  unless  the  most  efficient  guards 
are  provided  by  the  government,  and  assented  to  by 
the  banks,  will  not  the  most  injurious  suspicions  of 
a breach  of  their  trust  be  likely  to  rest  upon  them? 
Ought  they  not,  for  their  own  indemnity,  to  desire 
that  the  use  of  these  moneys  should  be  placed  be- 
yond their  power?  And  will  they  not  have  some 
just  reason  to  apprehend  that  objections,  on  llieir 
part,  may  give  rise  to  suspicions  as  to  their  dispoai  • 
tions  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  in  conformity 
with  its  intentions? 

The  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  sections  provided 
checks  upon  the  various  depositaries  constituted 
by  the  bill.  The  first  authorized  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  appoint  special  agents,  whenever  he 
may  find  it  necessary,  fo  inspect  the  books,  ac- 
counts, money  on  hand,  and  other  business  of  any 
depositary.  The  principal  object  of  this  section,  as 
he  understood  that  object,  was  to  enable  the  secre- 
tary, wdienever  the  returns  of  the  officer,  informa- 
tion communicated  by  third  persons,  or  any  other 
information  should  authorize  a suspicion  that  all 
was  not  right  with  any  one  of  the  officers  entrusted 
with  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  to  ap- 
point some  competent  citizen,  as  special  agent,  to 
present  himself,  unexpectedly,  with  authority  to 
examine  the  official  transactions  of  the  officers  to 
detect  ond  correct  error,  if  error  should  be  found 
to  exist;  to  expose  fraud  and  bring  the  officer  to 
punishment  in  case  dishonesty  should  be  detected; 
and  to  justify  innocence,  if  suspected  without  foun- 
dation. It  was  true  the  section  made  these  exami- 
nations compulsory,  at  long  intervals  of  one  year, 
in  cases  where  the  amounts  collected  usually  ex- 
ceeded a just  proportion  to  the  amount  secured  by  the 
bond  of  the  officer;  but  this  part  of  the  section  he 
considered  of  much  less  importance  than  that  he  hod 
before  noticed.  He  considered  its  principal  utility 
to  exist  in  the  authority  to  appoint  an  agent  un- 
known to  the  officer,  and  who  might  come  upon 
him  in  an  unprepared  state.  If  the  agent  were  to 
be  one  permanently  appointed,  and  publicly  known, 
one  whom  theofficer  might  watch  and  guard  himself 
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against,  he  should  consider  it  not  worth  retaining. 
He  was  aware  that,  in  its  present  shape,  it  was  ob- 
jectionable to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill;  and, 
with  this  exposition,  he  submitted  its  adoption  or 
rejection  to  the  sense  of  the  senate.  It  was  an 
exact  transcript  of  a section  contained  in  the  bili 
which  passed  the  body  at  the  extra  session,  and  as 
it  was  inserted  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department,  he  presumed  the  sugges- 
tion had  proceeded  from  a similar  provision  con- 
tained in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  post  office  de- 
partment, and  which  had  been  of  great  use  in  de- 
tecting frauds  connected  with  the  extended  opera- 
tions of  that  department;  but  should  it  be  thought 
that  such  a provision  would  not  be  beneficial,  as 
connected  with  this  bill,  he  should  not  consider  its 
removal  as  materially  marring  the  system  intended 
to  be  constituted. 

The  sixteenth  section  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
surveyors  of  the  customs,  naval  officers,  registers  of 
the  land  offices,  directors  of  the  mints,  and  some 
other  officers,  at  the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  to 
examine  into,  and  report  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  state  of  the  accounts,  and  money  on 
hand,  of  the  depositaries  in  their  districts,  or  imme- 
diate connexion.  There  were  checks  obtained 
through  the  instrumentality  of  existing  officers; 
were  wholly  without  expense  to  the  public;  would 
evidently  be  of  material  service,  as  guards  upon 
the  depositaries,  and  as  contributing  to  a uniformi- 
ty and  system  in  the  keeping  of  the  accounts  of 
those  officers,  and  he  presumed  would  meet  with  no 
objection  from  any  quarter. 

He  would  pass  now  to  the  twentieth  section, 
which  required  every  officer,  charged  with  the  keep- 
ing of  public  money,  to  keep  an  accurate  account 
of  the  kinds  of  money  received  and  paid  out;  the 
object  of  which  was  to  prevent  these  officers,  with- 
out detection,  from  receiving  and  paying  out  to  the 
public  creditors  a depreciated  currency,  and  also 
from  making  exchanges  of  the  currency  received, 
in  a manner  which  should  be  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  or  to  the  rights  of  those  who  might  re- 
ceive payments  from  the  officer  of  demands  against 
the  government.  The  same  section  also  declares 
that  any  use  of  the  money  in  his  hands  by  any  de- 
positary, by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  pro- 
perty or  merchandise,  or  of  loan,  with  or  without 
interest,  or  in  any  way  whatsoever,  shall  be  a high 
misdemeanor,  for  which  the  officer  convicted  there- 
of shall  be  imprisoned  for  a term  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  shall  pay  a fine 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  so  used.  He  be- 
lieved this  was  a new  feature  in  the  legislation  of 
congress.  He  had  not  found  any  case  where  a law 
imposed  criminal  punishment  for  the  misuse  or  mis- 
application of  money  by  a public  officer;  but  still 
he  believed  the  provision  sound  in  principle,  and 
that  it  would  prove  salutary  in  practice.  He  had 
examined  very  superficially  the  legislation  of  other 
countries  upon  tins  point,  and  he  found  that  many 
ot  the  nations  of  Europe,  from  which  we  had  copied 
most  of  our  public  laws,  made  this  act  a felony, 
with  much  more  severe  punishment  than  is  here 
proposed.  He  hail  heard  no  objection  against  this 
feature  of  the  bill  from  any  quarter  of  the  house,  and 
he  hoped  there  would  be  none. 

The  twenty-first  section  might  not  be  considered 
by  some  as  peculiarly  appropriate  to  this  bill;  but 
he  trusted  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  senate  that  it 
connected  itselt  with  its  provisions  in  a very  im- 
portant manner,  and  ought  to  form  a part  of  it.  The 
section  made  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  when  thereshould  be  an  amount  upon  de- 
posite  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  beyond  the  sum 
ot  four  millions  of  dollars,  to  invest  such  surplus  in 
stocks  ot  the  United  States,  or  of  some  one  of 
the  states,  bearing  an  interest,  and  transferable  at 
the  pleasure  ot  the  holder,  by  delivery  or  assi°m- 
inent;  but  it  prohibited  the  secretary  from  becorn- 
ing  a subsci  ibsr  to,  or  purcnaser  of,  anv  new  stocks 
about  to  be  issued  by  any  state,  and  thus  prevented 
him  from  holding  out  any  inducement  to  any  state 
to  issue  stocks  with  a view  to  these  investments  — 
It  also  directed  him,  whenever  the  money  in  the 
treasury,  or  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
with  the  several  depositaries,  should  be  less  than 
four  millions,  to  sell  so  much  of  the  stocks,  in 
which  any  surplus  should  have  been  invested’,  as 
would  keep  the  money  in  the  treasury  at  that 
amount,  or  as  his  information  might  satisfy  him  the 
wants  of  the  treasury  would  require. 

Provisions  of  the  character  contained  in  this  sec- 
tion were  not  new  to  the  senate.  They  had  been 
upon  a former  occasion,  introduced  there  by  him- 
self, as  a means  of  disposing,  in  the  most  safe  and 
profitable  manner  to  the  treasury,  and  in  the  way  he 
thought  would  prove  most  convenient  to  the  busi- 
ness interestof  the  community,  of  a largesurplus  of 
public  money  on  deposite  in  the  banks.  A differ- 


ent disposition  of  that  subject  seemed  preferable  to 
the  senate,  and  the  provisions  for  investment  did  not 
meet  with  favor.  He  entertained  a strong  hope 
that  their  natural  connexion  with  this  bill,  and  with 
the  salutary  workings  of  the  system  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances  provided  for  by  it,  would 
give  to  it  a different  reception  at  the  present  time. 

It  was  found  that  the  wide-spread  operations  of 
the  treasury  required  about  four  millions  of  dollars 
constantly  on  hand,  including  the  amounts  in  transitu 
and  the  million,  or  thereabouts,  constantly  employ- 
ed at  the  mints,  but  that  accumulations  beyond  that 
sum  were,  at  all  ordinary  periods,  accumulations  to 
be  kept,  not  acted  upon,  for  the  time  being.  To 
avoid,  then,  the  risks  of  keeping,  which  formed  a 
material  objection  with  those  who  opposed  the  bill, 
and  to  avoid  accumulations  of  money  to  be  locked 
up  from  use,  which  formed  another  and  much  more 
weigtity  objection  against  the  system  in  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  had  hitherto  opposed  it,  these 
provisions  were  made  a part  of  the  bill  itself,  and  he 
must  suppose  that  these  considerations  would,  at 
this  time,  and  in  this  connexion,  render  them  ac- 
ceptable to  many,  who,  upon  their  introduction  on 
the  former  occasion  alluded  to, could  not  yield  them 
support.  He  must  confidently  believe  that,  to  those 
whose  minds  had  been  influenced  by  the  objections 
he  had  repeated,  they  would  constitute  a positive 
merit,  as  a part  of  a bill  otherwise,  in  their  estima- 
tion, defective. 

There  was  another  aspect  in  which  lie  wished  to 
present  these  provisions.  The  constant  experience 
of  the  treasury  department,  since  the  final  extin- 
guishment of  the  national  debt,  had  shown  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  elastic  provision  in  our  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  the  public  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures, which  would  accommodate  itself  to  the  vari- 
ed conditions  of  the  treasury,  or,  rather,  which 
would  enable  the  head  of  the  treasury  department  so 
to  manage  the  national  finances,  as  that  the  treasu- 
ry may  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  meet  the  calls 
upon  it,  and  that  an  amount  of  money  should  at  no 
time  be  hoarded  therein,  to  the  injury  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  or  its  citizens.  During  the  ex- 
istence Of'  the  public  debt,  the  provisions  of  law, 
and  appropriations  of  money  connected  with  it,  fur- 
nished this  regulator  for  the  state  of  the  treasury. — 
The  applications  of  money  upon  the  debt  were  at  all 
times  governed  by  the  surplus  of  revenue  over  the 
expenditures,  while  all  the  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations,  after  a limited  period,  passed  to  the 
sinking  fund,  and  were  absorbed  in  the  debt.  A 
troublesome  surplus  of  revenue,  therefore,  could 
never  exist  while  that  application  remained  open. — 
On  the  other  hand,  as  the  appropriations  for  the  year 
were  carefully  provided  for  before  any  application 
upon  the  debt,  it  was.  scarcely  possible  that  any 
contingency,  not  foreseen  during  the  regular  annual 
sessions  of  congress,  could  occur,  to  disenable  the 
treasury  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it,  arising  under 
the  current  appropriation  bills.  The  amount  of  re- 
venue intended  for  application  upon  the  debt  would 
always  be  sufficient  to  meet  any  disappointment  in 
ttie  accruing  receipts  into  the  treasury.  That  time, 
however,  had  now  passed.  The  debt  was  paid ; 
and,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  ami  the  state  of 
the  legislation  of  congress,  experiments  had  been 
made  to  measure  the  actual  appropriations  by  the 
estimated  revenue,  and  to  make  them  come  out 
even.  For  the  first  few  years  of  this  trial,  from  a 
state  of  circumstances  not  at  the  time  sufficiently 
considered,  but  now  clearly  and  properly  estimated, 
the  revenue  got  largely  the  better  of  the  appropria- 
tions. This  gave  rise  to  the  bill  directing  a depo- 
site of  the  surplus  with  the  states;  and  again  the  ac- 
tual appropriations  and  the  estimated  revenue  were 
attempted  to  be  equally  measured.  A revulsion  in 
the  trade,  and  business,  and  hanking  of  the  country 
came;  the  anticipated  revenue  was  cut  short,  and 
that  portion  of  it  which  rested  upon  credits  could 
not  be  realized.  Indeed,  the  very  money  on  depo- 
site in  the  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  could 
not  be  commanded,  and,  comparatively,  the  whole 
anticipated  means  of  the  treasury  were  either  not 
realized,  or  placprl  heyond  its  control.  Still  the  ap- 
propriations were  in  force,  the  expenditures  were 
going  on  under  them,  and  could  not  be  arrested,  and 
a special  convocation  ofcongress  became  necessary, 
to  preserve  the  faith  of  the  government,  and  enable 
the  public  treasury  to  meet  the  just  demands  upon 
it.  What  followed  was  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
the  senate  and  the  country,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sume the  time  by  a repetition  of  the  measures  of  re- 
lief to  the  country  and  the  treasury  adopted  at  that 
session. 

He  had  mentioned  these  facts  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  some  provision  to  guard  against  these  disap- 
pointments in  the  accruing  revenue,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  the  evil  of  a hoarding  of  monev,  when  the 
revenue  should  overreach  the  appropriations.  In 
either  sense,  he  considered  the  provisions  of  the 


section  ot  the  first  importance,  and  he  entreated  se- 
nators not  to  suiter  past  recollections  to  prejudice 
their  minds,  but  to  examine  these  facts;  to  permit 
our  late  experience  to  have  its  due  weight;  to  reflect 
how  frequently  similar  disappointments,  as  to  the 
revenue,  might  be  experienced — how  often  surplus 
amounts  of  revenue  might  alarm  the  public  mind  as 
to  the  safety  of  the  public  treasure;  and  then  to  de- 
cide upon  tile  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  section. 

The  only  remaining  section  which  he  would  no- 
tice, as  connected  with  the  first  great  object  of  the 
bill,  was  the  twenty-seventh.  This  section  authori- 
zes the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive,  at 
tile  treasury,  and  at  such  other  places  as  he  shall 
designate,  payments  of  money  in  advance,  for  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  and  to  give  a receipt  for 
each  payment,  which  shall  be  current  at  any  of  the 
land  offices,  at  any  public  or  private  sale  of  lands. 
Since  the  bill  had  been  reported,  he  had  become 
convinced  that  this  section  was  too  loosely  drawn, 
and  required  to  be  amended.  These  receipts  might 
be  taken  and  treated  as  negotiable  paper,  and  might,  as 
thesection  nowstood,  be  givenin  a form  which  would 
make  them  so  upon  their  face.  This  would  subject 
the  bill  to  the  imputation  of  authorizing  the  emis- 
sion of  a paper  currency,  based  upon  the  public 
lands;  a thing  by  no  means  intended  by  himself, 
and  he  was  sure  not  by  any  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  assented  to  the  report  of  the  bill.  He  had, 
therefore,  prepared  an  amendment,  declaring  that 
the  receipts  to  be  given  by  the  treasurer,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  section,  should  not  be  nego- 
tiable or  transferable,  by  assignment,  or  delivery, 
or  in  any  other  manner  whotsoever;  but  that  every 
such  receipt  should  be  presented  at  the  land  office 
by,  or  for,  the  person  to  whom  it  was  given,  as 
shown  upon  its  face.  In  this  shape  he  hoped  the 
section  would  not  be  objectionable  upon  the  ground 
above  stated,  while  lie  thought  it  would  be  apparent 
that  its  general  provision  would  be  of  great  conveni- 
ence to  those  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  who 
were  to  emigrate  from  the  old  states,  and  to  carry 
with  them  the  means  to  make  their  purchases.  It 
would  save  them  from  the  trouble  and  risk  of  trans- 
porting money  of  any  description,  and  also  trom  the 
danger  of  taking,  to  so  distant  a portion  of  the  coun- 
try, a currency  which  would  not  answer  their  pur- 
pose when  there.  It  was  not  apprehended  that  the 
treasurer  would  be  called  upon  to  select  many  points 
as  places  where  these  paymanls  might  be  made. — ■ 
Perhaps  the  points  at  which  it  was  proposed  to  keep 
offices  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  would 
he  sufficient,  and  perhaps  a few  other  principal 
places  might  be  selected  with  increased  conveni- 
ence to  the  puhlic.  A certificate  of  the  deposite  of 
the  money  at  any  designated  point,  transmitted  to 
the  treasury,  would  command  the  required  receipt 
from  him,  as  well  as  the  actual  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney at  the  treasury  itself;  and  as  this  could  be  done 
through  the  mail,  the  party  making  the  payment 
would  be  saved  the  expense  of  a journey  to  the 
treasurer’s  office  in  this  city. 

A further  and  materia)  advantage  to  the  banking 
institutions,  he  was  assured,  would  be  derived  from 
the  adoption  of  this  section.  The  notes  ot  specie- 
paying  banks  are  now  authorized  to  be  received  for 
all  payments,  except  for  lands,  and,  if  this  hill  pass- 
ed, would  bo  receivable  as  well  tor  lands  as  other 
public  dues,  to  a greater  or  less  extent,  tor  six  or 
seven  years  yet  to  come.  Still,  a citizen  of  the  old 
states,  about  to  emigrate  to  the  new,  and  having  the 
money  for  the  purchase  of  his  lands  in  the  notes  oi 
specie-paving  banks  ot  the  old  states,  would  not 
venture  to  take  those  notes  as  the  means  of  payment 
because  there  would  be  a danger  that  the  land  of- 
ficer, to  whom  he  might  wish  to  make  payment, 
would  not  receive  the  notes  of  even  specie-paying 
banks  so  remote  from  the  place  where  alone  they 
could  be  converted  into  specie.  The  emigrant 
would  be  compelled,  therefore,  to  present  the  notes, 
convert  them  himself,  and  take  the  specie  as  his 
means  of  payment,  unless  the  provision  now  pro- 
posed, or  some  one  of  a similar  character,  should 
enable  him  to  make  the  payment  before  his  journey 
is  commenced.  The  experience  ol  the  past  had 
proved  that  this  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  emi- 
grants towai  ds  the  banks  in  the  vicinity  ot  the  former 
residences,  and  pursued  from  compulsion;  but  he 
had  been  informed  that  during  the  short  period,  in 
the  summer  of  1836,  when  payments  for  lands  were 
actually  received  at  the  office  of  the  treasurer,  in 
this  city,  large  amounts  were  paid  and  received, and 
that  the  banks  here,  and  in  the  adjoining  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  experienced  sensible  and 
material  relief  from  the  practice. 

He  would  here  close  his  examination  of  the  first 
class  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  give  a very 
brief  attention  of  the  second:  those  relating  to  the 
proposed  change  in  the  currency  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues. 

The  principal  and  controlling  provision  upon  thi3 
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subject  was  to  be  found  in  the  twenty-third  section  : 
of  the  bill.  The  section  was  long,  and  contained 
much  detail,  but  the  principle  adopted  by  it  was 
simple  and  intelligible;  it  was  merely  a gradual 
change,  from  the  currency  of  specie-paying  bank 
notes  to  the  legal  currency  of  the  country.  The 
change  was  to  commence  after  the  close  ofthe  present 
year,  and  was  to  cover  the  full  period  ol  six  years, 
making  the  Change  applicable  to  one-sixth  part  of 
the  accruing  revenue  of  each,  beyond  that  of  the 
next  preceding  year.  He  could  most  easily  make 
the  senate  acquainted  with  this  section,  by  saying 
that  it  was,  in  substance,  and  principle,  the  provision 
ottered  by  the  honorable  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  senate  at  the 
extra  session  in  September  last.  The  only  material 
change  made  by  the  committee  had  been  to  extend 
the  gradation  or  the  change  in  the  currency  from 
fourths  to  sixths,  so  as  to  require  six  instead  of  four 
years  to  make  the  change  entire.  The  section 
might  not  be  drawn  in  the  same  words  used  by  that 
senator  in  his  amendment,  but,  with  the  exception 
just  named,  the  substance  was  identical. 

This  was  a feature  of  the  bill  which  former  ex- 
perience assured  him  would  be  more  strongly  con- 
tested, perhaps,  than  any  other  of  its  provisions. 
It  would  be  recollected  by  the  senate  that,  at  the 
extra  session,  the  committee  had  incorporated  into 
their  bill  no  provision  in  reference  to  the  currency 
in  which  the  public  dues  should  be  received,  and 
that  their  opinion  had  been  then  expressed  to  the 
body  that  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  legislate 
upon  each  of  these  great  points  separately,  and  by 
separate  bills.  A different  opinion  was  strongly  ex- 
pressed at  the  time  by  several  senators,  and  differ- 
ent amendments  touching  this  subject  ofthe  curren- 
cy were  early  offered  to  the  bill  which  the  commit- 
tee did  report.  After  full  debate,  and  by  deliberate 
votes,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  was  adopted,  and  made  a part  ofthe 
bill.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee 
had  felt  constrained,  in  making  their  report  at  this 
session,  to  include  this  provision  in  that  report,  and 
to  make  it  a part  of  the  same  measure  which  should 
separate  the  finances  ofthe  country  from  the  bank- 
ing interests  of  the  country.  Hence  is  the  section 
now  found  in  the  bill  presented  by  the  committee, 
although  it  was  not  a part  of  their  former  report. — 
Still  it  presents  a question  of  deep  interest,  of  great 
magnitude,  and  upon  which  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion  and  great  delicacy  of  feeling,  as  well 
throughout  the  country  as  in  this  and  the  other 
house  of  congress. 

It  was  not  his  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  discuss 
the  section,  except  in  one  aspect,  but  in  that  one  he 
must  make  some  suggestions.  The  alarm  taken  at 
the  provision  had  relation  principally  to  the  state 
banks,  and  it  was  in  reference  to  the  interests  of 
those  institutions  that  he  proposed  the  suggestions 
he  was  about  to  make.  The  proposition  is,  gradu- 
ally, and  after  the  term  of  some  six  or  seven  years, 
to  discontinue  the  receipt  of  their  notes  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  although  they  may  be,  at  the 
time,  specie-paying  banks,  and  their  notes  may  be 
convertible  into  specie,  at  the  will  ofthe  holder,  at 
their  banking  house,  wherever  that  may  be  located. 
The  objection  i3,  that  this  rejection  of  the  paper  of 
these  banks,  on  the  part  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, will  so  far  discredit  their  circulation  general- 
ly, as  to  crip  pie  their  operations,  destroy  their  pow- 
ers of  usefulness  in  the  local  sphere  of  their  legiti- 
mate operations,  and  finally  annihilate  them.  Is 
there  ground  for  this  apprehension?  How  are  the 
charters  of  the  state  banks  obtained,  and  for  what 
purposes’  Is  it  that  the  circulation  of  their  notes 
shall  extend  over  the  whole  union?  Is  it  thatthose 
notes  shall  take  with  them,  wherever  they  may  go, 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  the 
legal  currency  of  the  federal  government  at  every 
point  and  place  in  these  twenty-six  states?  No:  no 
such  idea  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  man 
who,  as  a member  of  the  legislature  of  his  state, 
has  voted  for  a local  bank  charter.  The  only  ground' 
upon  which  those  applications  are  pressed  upon  the 
state  legislature,  is  the  accommodation  of  the  com- 
merce and  business  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  location  of  the  bank.  Look  at  the  statis- 
tics which  arc  always  made  a part  of  the  argument 
in  favor  of  a particular  state  charter.  Are  they  the 
statistics  of  the  union?  No:  they  are  the  statistics 
of  the  village,  or  town,  or  county,  embracing  the 
locition  of  the  proposed  bank,  and  they  are  intend- 
ed to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  banking  facilities 
proposed  to  be  furnished  by  the  charter  at  that 
point.  Did  any  man  ever  suppose,  then,  that  the 
state  legislatures,  to  which  these  applications  are 
so  constantly  and  perseveringly  addressed,  consid- 
ered themselves,  in  their  very  liberal  grants  in  this 
w\y,  to  be  authorizing  a currency  for  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  a stand- 


ard of  currency  for  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States?  No.  Such  a position  would  not  he  assum- 
ed by  any  man  here,  nor  would  it  by  any  man  in 
the  country.  Where,  then,  arose  the  obligation  of 
this  government  to  receive  the  notes  of  these  insti- 
tutions, thus  chartered,  and  for  such  purposes,  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues?  He  could  not  see 
either  the  obligation  or  the  duty;  and  certainly  no 
one  would  contend,  in  case  the  notes  were  to  be 
received,  that  they  should  be  kept  on  hand  as  the 
money  treasure  of  the  whole  people. 

How,  then,  were  they  to  be  disposed  of  in  a man- 
ner to  consult  the  safety  ofthe  public  funds,  in  case 
they  were  to  be  perpetually  received?  This  ques- 
tion admitted  of  but  one  answer.  They  must  be 
presented,  at  short  intervals,  to  the  banks  which 
issued  them,  and  converted  into  money,  into  the  le- 
gal currency  of  the  country.  In  conformity  with 
this  manifest  principle,  the  bill  provided  that  these 
notes  should  not  be  made  matters  of  deposite,  under 
the  regulations  it  contains  for  special  deposites  in 
banks.  It  would  be  folly  to  deposite,  merely  for 
safety,  the  representative  of  value,  in  the  place  of 
the  value  itself,  where  the  open  option  existed  to 
constitute  the  deposite  of  the  one  or  the  other. 
Which  would,  then,  be  most  useful  to  the  state 
banks — to  receive  their  notes  as  cash  at  the  treasu- 
ry, and  constantly  convert  them  into  specie,  or  gra- 
dually to  discontinue  that  receipt  altogether,  and 
collect  the  revenue  in  the  legal  currency  only?  To 
allow  them  from  six  to  seven  years  to  conform 
themselves,  their  business,  and  their  conditions,  to 
the  changed  state  of  things;  orto  commence  imme- 
diately to  receive  their  notes  for  the  public  dues,  so 
far  as  those  notes  are  redeemable  in  specie  upon 
demand  at  their  banking  houses,  and  to  present 
them  for  payment  at  short  intervals  and  in  large 
masses?  For  himself,  he  must  say  he  thought  the 
provisions  of  the  section  in  question  were  more 
mild,  and  more  favorable  to  the  state  banks,  than 
the  alternative  he  had  contemplated.  Thesubject, 
however,  was  before  the  senate.  It  would  be  dis- 
cussed by  others,  who  had  bestowed  more  thought 
and  more  research  upon  this  particular  point  than 
he  had.  The  merits  of  the  question,  in  every  as- 
pect, would  be  fairly  and  fully  presented,  and  he 
would  content  himself  with  whatever  decision 
should  be  made.  Should  this  proposition  not  meet 
with  favor,  he  should  ask  the  sense  of  the  senate 
upon  the  alternative,  and  he  would  not  permit  him- 
self to  doubt  that  the  one  or  the  other  would  be 
adopted. 

The  twenty-fourth  section  was  merely  calculated 
to  carry  out  the  one  which  preceded  it,  by  making 
it  imperative  upon  all  disbursing  officers,  after  the 
time  when  the  whole  revenue  should  be  collectable 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  to  make 
all  their  disbursements  in  the  same  currency,  upon 
penalty  of  dismissal  from  office,  and  a forfeiture  of 
any  compensation  which  might  be  due  to  them  at 
the  time  of  their  violation  of  the  law.  The  twenty- 
filth  section  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  as  some- 
what connected  with  those  which  have  gone  before 
il,  as  it  requires  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
prescribe  the  times  within  which  the  drafts  of  the 
treasurer,  drawn  upon  the  various  depositaries,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  distances  from  the  seat 
of  government,  shall  be  presented  lor  payment,  and 
after  which  time,  they  shall  not  be  accepted  and 
paid  by  the  depositary,  without  new  directions  from 
the  secretary.  The  object  of  this  section,  it  will 
be  seen,  was  to  prevent  these  drafts  from  being 
made  a currency  for  circulation,  based  upon  the 
credit  ofthe  government.  Since  the  suspension  of 
the  banks  in  May  last,  this  use  has  been  made  ol 
these  drafts,  to  some  extent,  and  it  was  thought  de- 
sirable to  check  the  practice  in  its  inception.  The 
section  was  copied  from  a provision  of  the  bill 
which  passed  the  senate  at  the  extra  session,  and 
which  was  inserted  in  that  bill  as  an  amendment  by 
the  senate  itself. 

He  would  relieve  the  senate  and  himself  from  any 
further  observations  as  to  the  details  of  the  bill.  He 
had  omitted  several  of  great  importance;  and  among 
them  he  would  mention  those  which  made  provision 
for  the  official  bonds  of  the  several  depositaries. 
He  believed  those  provisions  broad  and  ample,  and 
such  as  were  best  calculated  to  secure  the  public 
treasure;  and  he  thought  every  senator,  upon  ex- 
amination, would  agree  with  him  in  this  opinion. 
He  would  not  attempt  to  particularize  the  other 
sections  which  had  not  been  noticed,  but  would 
merely  remark  that  none  of  them  introduced  any 
new  principle  into  the  bill,  and  that  he  thought 
all  would  be  found  to  reach  the  object  intended  by 
them. 

Such,  Mr.  president,  said  Mr.  W.  is  the  system 
which  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  finance 
have  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  present  to  the 
senate  for  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States. 


This  system  is  strenuously  opposed,  not  by  the  po- 
litical party  uniformly  opposed  to  the  present  ad- 
ministration only,  but  by  some  of  the  respected  and 
influential  individuals  among  those  who  have,  hith- 
erto, been  its  friends  and  supporters.  What  then  is 
proposed  by  those  who  cannot  give  their  support  to 
the  bill  before  you?  The  system  of  state  bank  de- 
posites seems  to  be  more  especially  urged  as  the 
antagonist  proposition,  and,  under  the  impression 
that  there  was  to  rest  the  present  controversy,  so 
far  as  distinct  propositions  of  any  character  would 
be  submitted  to  the  senate,  he  proposed  to  institute 
a comparison  between  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  each  system,  as  connected  with  the  prom- 
inent objections  which  had  been  heretofore  urged 
against  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  public  money, 
under  the  system  proposed  by  the  biil,  and  under 
the  state  bank  deposite  system. 

The  bill  proposes  to  require  ample  and  sufficient 
bonds  and  sureties  front  all  the  depositaries  consti- 
tuted by  it,  as  one  step  towards  the  safety  ot  the 
money  entrusted  to  the  keeping  of  those  agents. 

It  also  proposes  to  provide  vaults  and  safes  at  the 
most  important  points  of  collection  and  disburse- 
ment, in  this  respect  placing  itself  upon  a par  with 
banks,  so  far  as  physical  securities  are  concerned. 

It  further  proposes,  to  adopt  the  use  of  the  vaults 
and  safes  of  the  banks,  at  all  places  where  those  se- 
curities are  not  provided  by  the  government,  using 
the  banks  for  safety  simply,  by  the  system  of  special 
deposites,  and  not  in  any  sense  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  treasury. 

These  are  the  guards  which  the  system  consti- 
tuted by  the  bill  holds  out  to  the  people  against  the 
loss  of  their  treasure. 

The  state  bank  deposite  system  presents  the  capi- 
tals of  the  institutions  as  security  for  deposites,  in 
the  same  manner  as  for  all  other  liabilities  of  the 
incorporation. 

It  also  presents  its  vaults  and  safes,  constructed 
for  its  own  security,  and,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as 
securely  constructed  as  those  proposed  for  the  gov- 
ernment. 

It  next  presents,  as  we  have  heretofore  practised 
under  it,  collateral  bonds,  with  sureties,  for  the  due 
and  faithful  fulfilment  of  its  engagements  on  the 
part  of  the  bank. 

These  are  the  protections  to  the  public  treasure 
offered  by  the  state  bank  deposite  system,  suppos- 
ing, as  he  did,  lhat  the  system,  if  continued,  was  to 
remain  upon  the  plan  of  open  or  general  deposites, 
as  adopted  in  the  deposite  bill  of  1836.  Otherwise, 
as  he  had  shown  in  a former  part  of  his  remarks, 
the  capital  of  the  bank  would  not  be  liable,  except 
for  gross  negligence  in  the  keeping  ot  the  money 
placed  in  its  vaults. 

What,  then,  are  the  risks  undereach  system? 

Under  that  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  only  single 
risk  is  that  of  the  misconduct  and  dishonesty  of  the 
officeis  to  whom  the  safe-keeping  of  the  money  is 
entrusted,  and  that  conduct,  in  addition  to  all  other 
legal  liabilities,  is  made  a high  crime,  and  punisha- 
able  with  protracted  personal  imprisonment.  The 
persons  to  whom  this  trust  is  to  be  confided,  are 
such  citizens  as  the  president,  with  a full  knowledge 
of  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  temptations, 
shall  select  and  nominate  to  the  senate,  and  as  the 
senate,  upon  full  examination,  shall  advise  and  con- 
sent that  the  president  do  appoint  and  commission, 
to  execute  the  trust.  The  risk  is  that  these  per- 
sons will  be  dishonest;  that  they  will  become  insen- 
sible to  standing  and  character;  that  they  will  vio- 
late their  faith  to  their  sureties  and  their  country; 
that  they  will  embezzle  the  public  money  in  their 
hands,  and  thus  subject  themselves  to  infamous 
punishment — to  imprisonment  with  rogues  and 
felons  for  a term  of  not  less  than  two  years. 

One  of  the  risks  under  the  state  bank  deposite 
system,  is  the  same  misconduct  and  dishonesty  of 
the  officers,  agents,  and  managers  ofthe  banks,  and 
they  are  numerous,  and  many  of  them  selected  to 
perform  subordinate  duties.  Without  any  imputa- 
tion upon  the  institutions,  therefore,  or  their  prin- 
cipal officers,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to  assume  (hat  ma- 
ny of  the  persons  who  must  have  access  to  their 
books,  accounts,  and  money,  will  not  be  persons  of 
that  standing  and  character  which  would  be  requir- 
ed, by  all  concerned,  in  the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment of  responsible  public  officers.  In  the  case  of 
the  bank,  too,  the  persons  who  must  have  access  to 
the  money  in  its  charge  are  numerous,  while,  under 
the  other  system,  the  single  depositary  alone  has 
such  access.  Again:  the  misconduct  and  dishon- 
esty of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  bank  are  not 
made  criminal,  and  punished  as  crimes.  If  com- 
mitted, so  far  as  the  government  is  concerned,  they 
are  mere  breaches  of  trust,  and  incur  a debt;  they 
lay  the  foundation  for  a suit  at  law  to  recover  the 
money  embezzled.  Can  it,  by  possibility,  be  sup- 
posed that  these  risks  are  equally  balanced?  He 
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knew  that,  upon  a former  occasion,  when  this  same 
subject  was  under  discussion,  we  had  had  paraded 
before  us  a long  and  most  unpleasant  list  of  de- 
faulting public  officers,  but  it  had  not  been  stated 
at  what  periods  those  defaults  had  occurred,  or  what 
was  their  aggregate  amount.  He  had  never,  upon 
any  occasion,  examined  the  list  with  much  care,  as 
it  was  not  a master  of  entertainment  to  him  to  see 
these  evidences  of  unworthiness  in  those  who  had 
sought  and  obtained  public  patronage  and  public 
trust.  He  had,  however,  referred  to  the  list  suffi- 
ciently to  learn  that  nine-tenths  of  the  defaults  re- 
corded upon  it  had  happened  during  the  prevalence 
of  a system  of  bank  deposites  of  some  sort;  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  found,  upon  careful  compari- 
son, that  a large  majority  of  them  had  taken  place 
when  a national  bank,  that  great  security,  in  the 
minds  of  many,  against  all  pecuniary  evils,  was  the 
sole  depository  of  the  national  treasure.  The  de- 
faulters were  mostly  disbursing  officers  proper,  such 
as  paymasters  of  the  army,  pursers  in  the  navy, 
and  the  like,  or  postmasters,  who  had  never,  until 
very  recently,  been  legally  connected,  in  any  way, 
with  the  treasury,  or  contractors  upon  the  public 
works.  All  these  classes  of  persons,  except  post- 
masters, must  always,  and  under  any  system,  have 
the  same  opportunity  to  misapply  public  money; 
and  their  defaults,  therefore,  were  no  more  an  argu- 
ment against  the  system  proposed  by  the  bill  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money,  than  against 
any  other  system  which  could  be  devised  or  named. 
He  had  already  said  the  amount  of  these  defaults 
had  not  been  stated.  He  did  not  know  the  amount, 
but  this  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  whole  amount  of 
losses  to  the  government,  from  the  defaults  of  pub- 
lic officers,  since  its  organization  under  the  consti- 
tution, would  be  but  a fraction  of  the  losses  which 
it  had  sustained  from  its  connexion  with  state  banks 
alone,  setting  aside  the  forty  years  of  the  period 
when  a national  bank  was  the  sole  fiscal  agent  of 
the  treasury.  Here,  therefore,  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem gained  no  advantage  in  the  argument.  He  was 
most  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that,  in  comparison 
with  the  vast  amounts  which  had  been  received  and 
disbursed,  the  losses  under  any  system  hitherto 
adopted,  bad  been  very  small;  and  it  made  him 
proud  of  his  country,  and  of  her  citizens,  to  state 
a fact  which  had  been  given  to  him  from  high  au- 
thority, since  the  subject  of  entrusting  the  money 
of  the  people  with  their  own  officers,  had  been  one 
of  discussion  before  the  country. 

The  fact  to  which  he  alluded  was,  that  the  whole 
disbursements  of  the  army,  from  the  year  1821  to 
the  year  1836,  both  inclusive,  amounting  to  several 
millions  in  each  year,  had  been  made  through  the 
hands  of  the  public  officers  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  not  one  dollar  of  loss  had  accrued  to 
the  government  from  those  appropriations,  during 
the  whole  of  that  period.  Ought  not  this  fact  alone 
to  inspire  confidence  in  the  trustworthiness  of  our 
public  servants’  It  seemed  to  him  so:  and  he  must 
say  he  could  not  comprehend  how  it  was,  after  all 
the  experience  which  our  former  and  recent  history 
bad  afforded,  tnat  gentlemen  of  the  most  unques- 
tioned integrity  should  feel  and  manifest  so  much 
distrust  against  the  public  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment— men  of  elevated  standing  and  character,  and 
directly  accountable  to  the  people  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, as  well  as  to  the  civil  and  criminal  tri- 
bunals of  the  country — and  should,  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  reference  to  the  same  subject,  repose 
such  implicit  and  unmoved  confidence  in  the  in- 
corporated banking  institutions  of  the  states,  and 
in  their  officers  and  managers.  Did  they  believe 
that  the  transfer  of  a citizen  from  private  life  to  a 
public  office  necessarily  poisoned  his  integrity, 
while  a similar  transfer  to  a situation  in  a bank  ren- 
dered him  worthy  of  all  trust?  No.  They  could 
not  so  believe.  The  fact  could  not  be  so.  The 
honest  man  would  be  honest  in  either  situation. 
The  dishonest  man  would  be  honest  in  neither. 
He  knew  that  public  officers  sometimes  became 
defaulters;  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  ask  how 
frequently  the  public  sense  was  startled  by  an- 
nouncements, through  the  public  press,  of  the  de- 
faults and  embezzlements  of  the  most  confidential 
officers  of  banks’  All  were  frail  and  erring  men, 
and  some  alike  in  both  classes  would  prove  unequal 
to  the  resistance  which  the  temptations  of  their 
situations  required;  but  he  could  not  see  that  either 
system  derived  any  advantage  over  the  other,  from 
this  consideration,  while  he  did  believe  that  the  bill 
under  discussion  proposed  guards  against  this  risk, 
which  would  be  found  more  beneficial  in  practice 
than  any  hitherto  known  to  the  legislation  of  con- 
gress. 

So  far  as  vaults  and  safes  were  concerned,  he  had 
already  admitted  that  each  system  possessed  equal 
advantages;  and  from  what  had  been  said,  it  would 
be  seen  that,  to  a very  great  extent,  these  securi- 


ties, as  applied  to  both  systems,  were  identically  the 
same. 

But  there  is  another  and  much  more  important 
risk  connected  with  the  bank  system.  It  is,  that 
all  moneys  placed  with  the  banks  for  safe-keeping, 
upon  open  or  general  deposite,  are  necessarily  sub- 
jected to  all  the  hazards  which  attend  the  business 
of  the  banking  institutions.  We  have  already  seen 
that  the  money  thus  deposited  becomes  at  once  the 
property  of  the  bank;  and  that  the  depositor  re- 
ceives in  exchange  for  his  money,  the  simple  credit 
of  the  institution.  If,  then,  its  credit  be  subjected 
to  the  hazards  of  the  banking  business,  so  must  be 
the  money  placed  on  general  deposite  with  it,  as 
that  money  is  merely  converted  by  the  depositor 
into  that  credit.  By  adopting  this  system,  there- 
fore, for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  national  treasure, 
we  embark  the  money  of  the  people  in  the  same 
boat  with  the  capital  of  the  bank;  we  subject  it  to 
all  the  hazards  to  which  that  capital  is  subjected, 
and  we  substantially  agree,  so  far  as  our  reliance  is 
upon  the  capital  of  the  institution  for  indemnity, 
that,  if  the  adventure  be  fortunate,  our  money  shall 
be  safe;  but  that,  if  it  be  unfortunate,  the  risk  and 
the  loss  shall  be  ours.  We  are  not,  however,  to  be 
placed  in  the  condition  of  the  owners  of  the  capital 
of  the  bank.  We  are  not  to  share  in  the  profits  of 
a fortunate  hazard.  Our  only  object  is  safety  for 
our  money;  and  to  gain  that,  we  take  our  share  of 
the  risks,  without  any  interest  in  the  contemplated 
profits  from  them.  Who  will  contend  that  these 
risks  do  not  fully  balance  the  safety  we  derive  as 
the  consideration  for  incurring  them?  The  bank 
system,  then,  derives  no  advantage  in  the  argument 
from  the  security  afforded  us  by  its  capital,  so  long 
as  it  subjects  us  to  all  its  risks  without  any  share 
in  its  gains. 

Let  us  now  balance  the  accounts  as  far  as  we  have 
gone,  and  see  which  system  has  the  advantage.  In 
the  security  of  vaults  and  safes,  both  are  equal. 
The  security  afforded  by  the  capitals  of  the  banks, 
is  counterbalanced  by  the  risks  it  compels  us  to 
take,  growing  out  of  its  banking  operations,  with- 
out any  share  in  the  profits  of  those  operations,  if 
fortunate.  This  balances  this  item  of  the  account. 
In  the  risk  growing  out  of  the  misconduct  and  dis- 
honesty of  officers,  mariageis,  and  agents,  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  bill  has  a decided  advantage, 
in  the  number  of  persons  to  be  trusted,  the  stand- 
ing and  character  of  those  who  have  access  to  the 
money,  and  the  guards  against,  and  punishment  of, 
embezzlement.  In  the  bonds  and  sureties  both  sys- 
tems would  be,  prim  a facie,  equal;  but  we  have 
been  recently  told  by  a distinguished  senator,  (Mr. 
Webster,)  that  the  collateral  bonds  given  by  banks 
are  useless  paper;  that  they  are  always  signed  by 
officers,  directors,  and  stockholders  of  the  bank  for 
which  they  are  sureties,  by  persons  whose  business 
and  fortunes  are  interwoven  with  the  business  and 
fortunes  of  the  bank,  and  that  when  it  fails,  the 
sureties  upon  our  bond  must  fail  with  it.  He  hoped 
this  position  was  not  true  to  its  full  extent,  but  he 
must  admit  that  it  was  likely  to  be  true  in  a very 
great  degree,  for  who  would  become  security  for 
a bank  but  the  persons  interested  in  it?  These  in- 
stitutions, from  their  nature  and  character,  could 
neither  receive  nor  reciprocate  any  other  friendships 
than  those  of  interest  and  therefore  they  could  only 
look  to  the  interested  to  find  sureties  for  their  en- 
gagements. Not  so  with  the  public  officer.  He 
would  have  no  business  relations.  His  official  du- 
ties would  require  his  whole  time  and  whole  mind. 
The  discharge  of  those  duties  would  call  for  no 
bank  facilities.  His  sureties  would  be  friends,  men 
wholly  disconnected  from  him  in  business,  and 
whose  properties  and  responsibilities  could  not  be 
affected  by  his  pecuniary  disasters,  any  farther  than 
their  liabilities  upon  his  bond  should  produce  that 
effect.  The  system  proposed  by  the  bill,  then,  de- 
rived a material  advantage  over  the  bank  system, 
in  the  safety  of  the  collateral  bonds,  and  thus  must 
be  admitted,  in  the  settlement  of  the  account,  to 
have  two  advantages  over  the  antagonist  system, 
and  to  be  the  safer  of  the  two. 

Second.  He  would  now  carry  the  comparison  to 
the  expenses  of  the  antagonist  system. 

And,  first,  of  the  expenses  under  that  proposed 
by  the  bill.  They  were  the  erection  of  the  two 
offices  at  Charleston  and  St.  Louis.  It  had  been 
seen,  however,  that  the  erection  of  an  office  at 
Charleston  would  be  probably  avoided;  that  the 
government  now  owned  a cuslom-hou.se  at  that 
place,  and  that  rooms  for  an  office  for  the  receiver 
general  of  public  moneys  there  might  be  pro- 
cured in  that  building;  that  the  necessary  vaults 
would  be  required  to  be  constructed,  and  the  rooms 
fitted  up  and  prepared  for  this  use,  which  would  be 
the  whole  expense  at  that  point  for  erections.  The 
estimate  of  the  department  for  these  purposes  was 
two  thousand  dollars.  For  the  expense  of  a site, 
the  erection  of  the  necessary  building,  and  the  con- 


struction of  vaults  and  safes  within  it,  at  St.  Louis, 
the  department  supposed  an  expense  of  from  four 
thousand  five  hundred  to  five  thousand  dollars  would 
be  incured.  From  inquiry  made  of  gentlemen  in- 
timately and  personally  acquainted  with  the  prices 
of  property  and  building  materials  at  that  place,  he 
presumed  the  expense  might  be  above  the  estimate 
of  the  department.  It  was  said  that  the  cost  of  a 
suitable  site,  at  a proper  location  within  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  town,  would  be  some  three  or  four 
thousand  dollars  at  the  least.  In  this  event,  the 
estimate  would  be  much  too  low,  and  it  was  just  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  say,  that  the  esti- 
mate of  the  department  was  accompanied  with  a 
declaration  that  no  local  informatioirwas  possessed, 
such  as  was  required  to  approximate  towards  per- 
fect accuracy.  The  estimates  were  from  six  thou- 
sand five  hundred  to  seven  thousand  dollars.  He 
would  suppose  they  were  too  low  by  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  an  expenditure  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  would  be  incurred  for  these  erections  at  the 
two  points.  He  had  been  more  particular  and  de- 
tailed upon  this  item  of  the  proposed  expenditures, 
because  he  was  well  advised  that  the  most  persever- 
ing efforts  had  been  made,  and  were  constantly 
making,  to  represent  the  intention  to  be  to  erect 
palaces  and  splendid  edifices  for  these  humble  offi- 
ces. He  had  no  other  answer  to  give  to  these  mis- 
takes than  to  present  the  estimates  of  the  proper 
department  of  the  government — of  that  department 
which  was  charged  by  the  bill  with  the  erection  of 
the  buildings  not  only, but  with  the  direction  of  the 
plans  upon  which  they  were  to  be  erected,  thus 
showing,  as  perfectly  as  mere  intention  can  be 
shown,  the  views  of  the  government  as  to  the  scale 
of  extravagance  or  economy  designed  by  it  in  this 
particular;  and  to  say  that  congress  was  the  only 
branch  of  the  government  which  could  be  looked 
to  for  the  means  to  make  any  erections  whatsoever, 
and  that  its  appropriations  must  measure  the  ex- 
pense, and  consequently  the  extravagance  or  econ- 
omy of  the  executors  of  the  law. 

The  next  and  only  other  item  of  expense  under 
the  bill  would  be  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks 
employed.  The  number  of  additional  officers  whose 
appointments  were  provided  for  was  four,  and  he 
would  assume  that  their  combined  salaries  would 
not  be  less  than  eight,  nor  more  than  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars.  They  were  to  be  placed  in  responsi- 
ble trusts,  and  ought  to  be  citizens  of  elevated 
standing  and  tried  moral  integrity.  He  could  not 
suppose,  therefore,  that  any  one  would  wish  to  as- 
sign them  salaries  of  less  than  tw  o thousand  dollars 
each,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the  salary  of  anyone 
of  them  should  exceed  three  thousand  dollars.  For 
the  sake  of  the  argument,  he  would  call  this  ex- 
pense twelve  thousand  dollars. 

It  might  be  necessary  to  employ  from  six  to 
twelve  additional  clerks,  under  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  bill.  Theircombined  pay  might  amount 
to  from  six  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  He  thought 
the  estimate,  both  as  to  the  number  of  clerks,  and 
as  to  the  amount  of  compensation,  very  high.  Both, 
however,  were  his  own,  as  he  had  asked  no  esti- 
mate from  the  department  upon  this  point,  and  he 
was  willing  to  assume  the  highest  of  his  supposi- 
tions to  be  the  true  standard  of  expense  for  these 
two  objects. 

These  last  are  regular  annual  expenses,  and  are, 
therefore,  to  be  considered  as  the  constant  charge 
upon  the  public  treasury  of  the  system  proposed. 
The  cost  of  the  erections  is  a single  expense,  which, 
being  once  incurred  and  paid,  is  done  with. 

AVhat,  then,  are  the  expenses  of  the  state  bank 
deposite  system?  If  the  deposites  are  open  and 
general,  and  the  banks  have  the  use  of  the  public 
money  as  a compensation  for  their  agency,  the  ex- 
pense is  nothing,  directly.  The  use  pays  for  the 
keeping,  as  it  most  assuredly  should  when  the  mo- 
ney is  not,  in  fact,  kept,  but  used.  He  should  have 
occasion,  however,  very  soon,  to  hint  at  the  indirect 
expenses  to  the  United  States  of  such  a system  of 
bank  deposites. 

But  suppose  a system  of  special  deposites  be  es- 
tablished, and  the  banks  be  effectually  prohibited 
from  the  use,  for  any  purpose,  of  the  money  of  the 
people  in  their  keeping,  how  then  will  stand  the 
question  of  expense?  A commission  upon  the  mo- 
ney deposited  must  be  paid  to  the  bank  for  its  trou- 
ble and  risk.  He  was  wholly  unable  to  say  what 
that  commission  ought  to  be,  or  what  congress 
would  be  compelled  to  make  it,  to  induce  the  banks 
to  accept  the  trust.  He  had  found,  how'ever,  from 
a comparison  of  various  rates  of  commission  with 
the  ordinary  amounts  of  revenue  collected  under 
the  existing  laws,  and  with  the  estimate  of  the 
revenue  for  the  current  year,  that  one-eighth  of  one 
per  cent,  would  amount  to  from  twenty-five  to 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  as  the  constant  arid 
current  expenses  of  a special  deposite  system. 

How,  then,  stands  the  comparison?  It  had  been 
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seen  that  the  annual  expenses  of  the  system  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  would,  in  the  payment  of  officers 
and  clerks,  vary  from  fourteen  to  twenty-two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  the  last  would  be  the  highest 
amount  to  which  those  expenditures  could  rise  un- 
der that  system,  were  congress  to  adopt  it  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee.  The  expenditures  for 
erections  might  be  added,  if  gentlemen  chose,  and 
the  average  made,  upon  any  given  number  of  years, 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  any  member  of  the 
senate,  would  afford  a fair  trial  to  any  financial  sys- 
tem, adapted  to  the  operations  of  the  national  trea- 
sury, and  conforming  as  strictly  to  the  great  mass 
of  private  and  corporate  interests  in  the  country, 
as  the  constitutional  powers  of  congress  would 
permit  that  conformation  to  be  made.  He  could 
not  see,  therefore,  that  any  system,  formed  upon 
the  basis  of  special  deposites  in  banks,  could,  in 
point  of  expense,  possess  advantages  over  the  bill 
under  discussion.  He  had  not  forgotten  that  that 
bill  adopted  a partial  system  of  special  deposites, 
and  that  it  contemplated  a payment  of  a commis- 
sion to  the  banks,  which  should  keep  the  public 
money  pursuant  to  its  provisions;  but  he  assumed 
that  the  difference  of  amount  in  the  above  estimate 
for  the  respective  systems,  was  more  than  sufficient 
to  cover  any  commissions  which  a fair  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  the  biil  would  call  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  to  be  paid  to  the  banks.  The  most 
important  points  in  the  country,  both  as  to  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
were  provided  for,  independently  of  the  provisions 
fora  special  deposite.  The  commissions,  there- 
fore, could  be  made  applicable  to  but  a mere  frac- 
tion ol  the  whole  revenue;  and,  at  any  contempla- 
ted rate,  the  whole  amount  could  never  exceed  a 
few  thousand  dollars. 

He  had  made  a reference  to  the  indirect  expenses 
of  an  open  and  general  state  bank  deposite  system, 
where  the  services  arid  risks  of  the  banks  were 
compensated  by  the  use  of  the  public  money. 
Need  he,  at  this  time,  and  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  slate  banks,  and  of  the  public  funds,  define 
his  meaning  in  that  reference?  Why  was  the  spe- 
cial convocation  of  congress  rendered  necessary  in 
September  last?  Was  it  not  the  suspension  of  the 
banks  to  pay  specie  for  their  paper,  and  the  conse- 
quent inability  of  the  public  treasury  to  obtain 
from  them,  in  any  currency  conformable  to  law,  the 
millions  of  the  public  money  entrusted  to  their 
safe-keeping,  and  required  for  the  current  expen- 
tures  of  th?  government?  No  one  would  deny  this 
position.  AVhat  the  expense  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  was,  for  that  single  extra  session  of 

congress,  lit'  had  not  taken  the  trouble  (o  inform 

himself;  but  this  he  would  venture  to  assert  with 
perfect  confidence,  that  those  expenses  more  than 
equalled  the  money  required  to  carry  on  the  system 
of  finance  proposed  by  the  bill,  for  any  period  of 
ten  years.  He  would  not  now  bring  into  notice  the 
losses  which  might  yet  be  sustained  before  the  ex- 
periment of  the  late  state  bank  deposite  ’system 
should  be  finally  closed.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
any  thing  unfavorable  to  the  eventual  solvency,  and 
safety,  and  security  of  those  institutions.  He  did 
not  wish  to  bring  any  distrust  upon  them.  Much 
less  would  he  repeat,  here,  the  daily  rumors  of  that 
portion  ot  the  public  press  which  most  strenuously 
opposed  this  measure,  and  of  the  entire  failure  of 
.this  and  that  and  the  other  “pet  bank;”  of  the 
sixty  thousand  dollars  here,  and  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars there,  and  untold  thousands  somewhere  else, 
lost  to  the  people  by  this  experiment-trying  admin- 
istration, in  consequence  of  the  employment  ofthese 
state  banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  public  treasury. 
He  hoped  and  believed  these  pictures  were  over- 
drawn; he  was  content  to  suppose,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  argument,  that  not  one  dollar  was  thus  to 
be  lost,  and  yet  he  trusted  he  had  shown  that  the 
system  proposed  by  the  bill,  for  the  management  of 
the  national  finances,  was  more  economical  and 
less  expensive  to  thejtax-paying  public,  than  either 
a system  of  general  or  special  state  bank  deposites. 

Third.  His  next  point  of  comparison  should  be 
the  patronage  conferred  upon  the  executive  branch 
of  the  government  by  the  antagonist  systems. 

It  had  already  been  seen  that  the  system  propo- 
ned by  tho  bill  ro<^uirpH  the  appointment  ot  tour 
additional  officers,  with  salaries  of  from  two  to 
three  thousand  dollars.  This  was  a direct  increase 
of  the  executive  power  and  patronage;  but  when 
it  should  be  recollected  how  many  officers,  with 
equal  salaries,  already  existed,  and  with  how  much 
facility  officers  were  added  to  that  number,  at  al- 
most every  session  of  congress,  and  in  almost  every 
one  of  the  executive  departments,  he  must  hope 
that  no  unreasonable  alarm  would  be  felt  in  any 
quarter  of  the  house  by  this  very  limited  aiidition 
to  the  existing  number.  If  they  were  not  to  be 
constitutionally  appointed,  or  if,  being  so  appointed, 
duties  were  to  be  assigned  to  them  not  of  a cha- 


racter compatible  with  our  civil  and  political  insti- 
tutions, then  the  offices  ought  not  to  be  created,  or 
the  duties  assigned,  regardless  of  all  consequences 
which  the  rejection  of  the  proposition  might  bring 
upon  the  country.  If,  however,  the  appointments 
are  to  be  constitutionally  made,  and  the  duties  of 
the  officers  seem  to  be  necessary  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  iie  reposed 
too  confidently  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  to  suppose  they  would  condemn  the 
measure  because  its  details  called  for  such  an  ac- 
cession of  executive  strength  to  carry  out  their 
wishes.  He  would  not  permit  himself  so  far  to 
distrust  the  confidence  of  our  citizens  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  choice,  as  to  believe  that  they 
would  not  feel  perfectly  safe  in  the  decisions  ot 
congress  as  to  the  offices  to  be  created,  and  in  the 
president  and  senate  to  select  the  persons  to  fill 
those  offices. 

Was  it,  could  it  be,  true,  that  a greater  and  safer 
trust  was  to  be  placed  in  local  banking  incorpora- 
tions, than  could  be  placed  in  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  our  government,  as  organized  under  the 
constitution?  Were  the  tax-paying  citizens  of  our 
republic  afraid  to  entrust  the  safe-keeping  ot  the 
national  treasure  to  officers  of  their  own  choice,  and 
responsible  to  them  and  to  the  laws  of  congress,  and 
anxious  to  confide  it  to  banks,  not  created  by  nation- 
al authority,  over  which  no  branch  of  the  national 
government  had  any  control,  and  in  the  management 
of  which  neither  the  people  nor  their  government 
had  any  voice?  He  did  not  believe  this  was  a state  of 
public  opinion.  He  did  not  believe  that  distrust  to- 
wards our  national  authorities  had  yet  gained  this 
extent.  He  was  not  ready  to  admit  that  banks, 
such  as  our  state  banks  now  are,  and  with  the  re- 
cent experience  of  the  danger  of  resting  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  treasury  upon  them,  were  more 
the  favorites  of  the  people  of  this  country  chan  their 
own  well-tried  and  faithful  servants. 

It  was  not  his  wish  or  design,  he  would  repeat 
again,  to  say  any  thing  unjust  or  injurious  to  these 
institutions.  Within  their  proper  spheres  they 
were  convenient  and  useful;  but  recent  events  had 
perfectly  satisfied  his  mind  that  they  were  not  the 
fit  keepers  of  the  treasure  or  treasury  of  a nation; 
that  this  important  incident  to  national  indepen- 
dence ought  not  to  be  committed  to  the  charge  of 
institutions  whose  interests  leaned  so  strongly  to- 
wards a hazardous  misapplication  of  such  a trust. 

Was  it,  could  it  have  been,  contemplated  by  the 
framers  of  our  system  of  government,  that  they 
had  provided  no  fit  and  trustworthy  depository  of 
the  national  finances?  That  banks,  incorporations, 
private  incorporations,  chartered  for  private  uses, 
owned  by  private  individuals,  and  managed  by  per- 
sons responsible  only  to  the  stockholders,  must  be 
called  in  to  sustain  the  most  delicate  trust  under 
any  Government?  That  the  will  of  these  institu- 
tions must  be  consulted  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
they  would  consent  to  accept  the  trust,  and  that  all 
the  authorities  of  the  country,  congress  itself  in- 
cluded, must  cater  with  them  for  terras  upon  which 
the  money  of  a free  people  could  be  kept  and  paid 
out,  and  as  to  the  character  of  the  currency  which 
either  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy?  Had  pro- 
positions to  this  effect  been  submitted  to  the  con- 
vention which  framed  the  constitution,  what  would 
have  been  their  fate?  Hoes  any  one  believe  they 
would  now  have  been  found  in  that  constitution 
which  is  the  pride  of  freemen  every  where?  No; 
such  dependence  upon  such  aid  would  have  found 
no  countenance  there.  Can  it  find  countenance  in 
the  senate  now? 

Could  any  one  doubt,  then,  that  the  people’s 
money  should  be  confided  to  the  people’s  servants, 
to  their  officers,  responsible  to  them  and  to  their 
laws;  and  that  the  appointment  of  such  and  so  many 
officers  as  should  be  found  necessary  to  perform 
this  trust  in  a manner  safe  and  convenient  to  the 
treasury,  and  to  the  people  themselves,  was  not 
only  in  strict  conformity  with  the  constitution  and 
the  very  nature  of  our  civil  institutions,  but  an  im- 
perious duty  upon  every  congress?  He  could  en- 
tertain no  doubts  upon  either  point. 

There  was  another  direct  grant  of  executive  pa- 
tronage and  power  under  the  bill — the  authority  to 
appoint  tue  /lecesaoi y -_ra.Ka  pcifurm  the  me- 
chanical duties  required  when  they  could  not  be  per- 
formed by  the  officers  to  whose  keeping  the  money 
was  to  be  entrusted — and  it  had  been  seen  that  this 
might  involve  the  selection  and  appointment  of 
from  six  to  twelve  clerks.  He  would  consume  no 
time  in  commenting  upon  this  grant  of  power;  the 
mere  statement  of  the  fact  should  suffice. 

These  two  were  the  only  direct  grants  of  execu- 
tive patronage  which  the  bill  proposed  to  make; 
but  it  seemed  to  be  supposed  that  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  executive  was  to  be  immensely  and 
dangerously  increased  over  all  the  officers  charged 
with  the  keeping  of  any  portion  of  the  public  mo- 


ney; and  this  idea  formed  one  of  the  most  weighty 
objections  against  the  system.  How,  he  would  ask, 
is  this  inference  derived?  Not  one  cent  of  additional 
compensation  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  any  one  of 
the  existing  executive  officers,  in  consequence  of 
the  additional  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this 
bill.  They  were  all  now  subject  to  removal  from  of- 
fice by  the  president,  at  his  pleasure.  Whence, 
then,  was  he  to  derive  this  increased  power  over 
them?  Could  he  command  the  money  in  their 
hands?  No;  unless  he  was  ready  to  commit  a direct 
infraction  of  the  constitution,  and  the  officer  to  sub- 
ject himself  to  protracted  imprisonment  and  infa- 
mous punishment.  The  bill  provides  that  all  mo- 
ney, in  the  hands  of  every  depositary,  shall  be  held 
as  there  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  or,  in  other 
words,  as  in  the  treasury;  and  the  constitution  de- 
clares that  no  money  shall  be  taken  from  the  trea- 
sury but  in  conformity  to  appropriations  made  by 
law.  The  bill  makes  any  unlawful  use  of  the  mo- 
ney, by  the  officer  in  whose  charge  it  is,  punishable 
by  imprisonment  for  a term  not  less  than  two  years. 
To  let  the  president  have  the  money  would  be  as 
criminal,  under  the  law,  as  to  let  any  other  citizen 
of  the  country  have  it,  and  detection  would  be  as 
certain  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  The  only 
difference  would  be,  that  the  president,  if  he  were 
to  make  himself  the  knowing  recipient,  would  sub- 
ject himself  to  impeachment  for  the  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  the  fraud  upon  the  treasury, 
whereas  the  citizen  would  incur  no  criminal  lia- 
bility whatsoever.  Where,  then,  is  the  dangerous 
increase  of  power  given  to  the  piesident?  Sup- 
pose he  remove  the  officer,  the  money  is  still,  in  a 
legal  sense,  in  the  treasury.  He  gains  no  access 
to  it  by  the  removal,  and,  if  he  did,  he  could  make 
no  use  of  it  without  a violation  of  the  constitution. 
It  was  easy  to  see  that  this  system  would  impose 
great  additional  responsibility  upon  the  president, 
as  he  must  select  all  the  persons  who  are  to  be  en- 
trusted with  public  money,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  see 
that  they  all  obey,  observe,  and  execute  the  law. 
He  would  venture  the  assertion  that  no  honest  man 
who  was  to  hold  the  office  of  president,  consulting 
merely  his  personal  interests  and  responsibilities, 
separate  from  his  sense  of  the  public  good,  would 
desire  the  passage  of  this  law.  He  could  see 
nothing  desirable  to  that  officer  personally  to  grow 
out  of  it,  while  he  could  see  a fearful  load  of  per- 
sonal responsibility  in  every  feature  ol  the  system. 

But  the  officers  who  were  to  keep  the  public  mo- 
ney were  also  executive  officers,  and  perhaps  it 
was  here,  and  not  with  the  president,  that  this  great 
increase  of  executive  power  was  apprehended.  The 
same  Inquiries  were  alike  applicable  to  this  sug- 
gestion. How  could  the  possession  of  money  by 
the  officer,  which  he  could  only  use  in  pursuance 
of  appropriations  made  by  law,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  the  severest  punishment,  increase  the 
power  and  influence  of  that  officer  with  his  fellow- 
citizens  ? Suppose  he  should  become  corrupt,  and 
violate  the  law  ; would  not  every  respectable  man 
whom  he  should  approach  shun  and  avoid  him  ; 
and  could  the  certainty  of  detection  give  him  time 
to  establish  an  influence,  based  upon  the  power  ol 
the  money  embezzled,  which  would  be  dangerous 
to  public  liberty  ? Most  certainly  not.  In  this,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  piesident,  the  responsibility,  not 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  officer,  would  be  in- 
creased. 

Such  was  the  view  lie  was  compelled  to  take 
of  the  charge  of  executive  patronage  made 
against  the  financial  system  proposed  by  the 
bill,  in  its  present  form;  but  the  imaginations  of 
some  had  carried  them  beyond  the  present  proposi- 
tions, and  induced  them  to  fear  that  this  was  the 
mere  commencement,  the  entering  wedge,  to  a mul- 
tiplication of  executive  officers,  until  they  should 
cover  the  whole  land,  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt, 
and  eat  out  the  substance  of  the  people.  Where 
was  the  foundation  for  this  apprehension  ? With 
whom  rested  the  power  of  increasing  officers  of 
any  character?  Not,  certainly,  with  the  executive. 
He  can  act  in  selecting  men  for  office,  when  the 
offices  are  created  by  congress,  and  with  certain 
exceptions,  he  can  remove  men  from  office  at  his 
pleasure;  but  lie  can  create  no  office,  nor  can  he 
multiply  the  number  of  officers,  of  any  grade  or 
character.  This,  then,  is  not  an  objection  against 
the  executive,  but  against  the  legislative  power  of 
the  government  ; it  is  an  objection  which  implies 
distrust,  not  of  the  president,  but  of  ourselves.  And 
are  we  afraid  to  trust  ourselves  in  this  matter,  or  do 
we  stand  in  so  much  fear  of  those  who  may  suc- 
ceed us  in  these  seats,  that  we  would  rathercommit 
the  finances  of  the  country  to  incorporated  banks, 
than  to  the  present  or  future  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  states. 

But  how  stands  the  objection  of  executive  pa- 
tronage, as  applied  to  the  state  bank  deposite  sys- 
tem ? The  first  step  in  this  system,  is  the  selection 
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of  some  twenty,  thirty,  or  more  banks  ; to  do  which, 
the  direct  interest  of  all  their  officers,  directors, 
aDd  stockholders,  must  be  addressed,  and,  when  se- 
lected, the  same  interest  is  enlisted  in  whatevercon- 
tract  may  be  made.  Here  is,  at  once,  an  army  of 
new  persons  brought  within  the  reach  of  executive 
power,  not,  like  the  salary  officer,  upon  stipulated 
compensations,  but  whose  interests  are  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  the  extent  of  the  patronage  bestowed 
— upon  the  amount  of  money  entrusted  to  their 
charge.  Then  come  up  the  competitions  and  appli- 
ances to  obtain  a selection,  and  the  inducement  to  a 
vicious  executive  to  excite  hopes  and  create  expec- 
tations throughout  the  whole  line  of  banking  insti- 
tutions in  all  the  states.  But  the  selections  are 
made  and  the  money  deposited  and  passed  to  the 
citizens,  among  the  other  accommodations  of  the 
favored  banks.  This  creates  another  influence  far 
more  extended  and  fearful — the  influence  of  the 
debtors  of  the  selected  banks  ; for  when  appropria- 
tions are  made  by  law,  the  executive  officers — those 
who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law — 
must  direct  the  drafts  which  are  to  bring  the  money 
from  the  bank  to  meet  them.  Let  any  unprejudiced 
mind  compare  the  influences  here  embodied  with 
the  executive  patronage  conferred  by  the  bill  under 
discussion,  and  can  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the 
bank  system,  in  this  respect? 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  matter.  He  had 
shown,  that  under  the  system  proposed  by  the  bill, 
the  executive  could  not  reach  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  depositary  without  subjecting  both  to 
condign  punishment.  How  is  it  here?  Suppose 
the  executive  corrupt,  and  the  bank  willing  to  be 
corrupted,  or  the  reverse,  and  what  is  to  hinder  his 
obtaining  any  amount  of  the  public  money  he 
pleases  ? He  takes  it  not  as  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple but  as  the  money  of  the  bank.  It  is  not,  in 
form,  a loan  from  the  public  money  on  deposite,  but 
an  accommodation  in  the  usual  course  of  banking 
business;  and  still,  before  the  depositing  officer 
shall  have  left  the  counter  of  the  institution,  the 
executive  may  take  the  money  he  deposites,  and 
no  one  is  punishable.  The  depositing  officer  him- 
self, or  any  other  executive  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, may  do  the  same  thing  with  equal  impunity. 

Has  the  system  provided  for  by  the  bill,  then,  any 
thing  to  fear  from  a comparison  with  that  of  the 
state  bank  deposite  sytem,  as  to  the  dangers  of  an 
increase  of  executive  patronage?  He  could  not  so 
suppose. 

Fourth.  He  would  now  institute  a short  com- 
parison of  what  he  thought  would  be  the  relative 
effects  of  the  two  systems  upon  the  state  banking 
institutions  themselves. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  would  neces- 
sarily operate  as  a check  upon  the  issues  and  ex- 
pansions of  those  institutions,  in  either  shape  in 
which  it  had  been  proposed  to  pass  it.  If  the  notes 
of  the  banks  continue  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,  and  the  depositaries  are  directed, 
as  in  that  case  they  unquestionably  should  be,  to 
call  frequently,  and  at  short  intervals,  for  the  bal- 
ances against  the  banks,  and  to  demand  specie 
for  those  halances,  this  must  operate  as  a powerful 
check  upon  all  the  banks  in  the  vicinity  of  those  de- 
positaries where  the  collections  are  large.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  be 
gradually  discontinued  in  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  specie  collections  substituted,  while  the 
change  will  create  some  demand  upon  the  banks 
for  specie,  the  disbursements  of  specie  by  the  gov- 
ernment will  constantly  distribute  among  the  peo- 
ple a broader  and  more  permanent  basis  for  the 
paper  circulation,  which  the  banks  will,  of  course, 
continue,  growing  out  of  their  private  operations. 
That  the  demand  for  specie  may,  to  some  extent, 
diminish  the  profits  of  banking,  is  more  than  pro- 
bable: but  if  the  effect  shall  be  to  restrain  the  is- 
sues of  the  banks,  to  keep  upon  them  a constant 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  more  specie  capital  to 
meet  their  liabilities,  the  operation,  as  past  expe- 
rience abundantly  proves,  will  be  greatly  beneficial 
to  the  community,  and  will  work  rather  a benefit 
thap  an  injury  to  the  institutions  themselves.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  disbursement,  by  the  govern- 
ment, of  the  specie  it  receives,  cannot  fail,  not  only 
to  give  stability  and  confidence,  to  some  extent,  at 
least,  to  the  general  currency,  by  continuing  in  ac- 
tive circulation  some  portions  of  the  gold  and  silver 
upon  which  the  whole  is  based,  but  must,  to  the 
extent  of  the  circulation,  have  a tendency  to 
strengthen  the  banks  against  sudden  pressures,  and 
unfounded  distrusts,  by  enabling  them  the  more 
easily  to  arm  themselves  with  coin. 

What  are  the  tendencies  of  the  opposite  sys- 
tem upon  the  banking  institutions?  Recent  expe- 
rience has  answered  this  inquiry  more  forcibly  than 
it  was  in  his  power  to  command  language  to  answer 
it.  The  effect  was  to  promote  fearful  expansions 
when  large  amounts  of  public  money  were  placed 


upon  deposite,  and  ruinous  contractions  when  the 
necessities  or  the  policy  of  the  government  requir- 
ed its  payment.  The  effect  was  to  stimulate  to 
dangerous  excesses,  not  the  banks  only,  but  their 
customers  also,  when  money  was  abundant  in  the 
treasury,  and  to  add  to  the  pressure,  by  heavy  calls 
from  the  treasury,  when  there  was  a scarcity.  In 
short,  the  effect  of  the  latter  system  upon  the  banks 
had  proved,  upon  trial,  to  be  unmixed  evil,  while 
the  influences  of  the  former  promised  to  be  rather 
favorable  than  unfavorable. 

( To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 

CHRONICLE. 

Coinage  of  silver  change.- — The  following  is  an 
exact  statement  of  the  number  of  pieces  of  silver 
change  annually  coined  at  the  mint  for  the  years 
named: 


25  cents. 

10  cents. 

5 cents. 

1829 

_ 

770,000 

1,230,000 

1830 

— 

510,000 

1,240,000 

1831 

398,000 

771,350 

1,242,700 

1832 

320,000 

522,500 

967,000 

1833 

156,000 

485,000 

1,370,000 

1S34 

286,000 

635,000 

1,480,000 

1835 

1,952,000 

1,410,000 

2,760,000 

1836 

472,000 

1,190,000 

1,900,000 

1837 

252,400 

1,042,000 

2,276,000 

Heavy  business. — The  amount  of  foreign  money 
(current  bills  of  other  banks)  negociated  at  the 
Suffolk  bank  in  1836,  was  - - $126,000,000 

1837  “ - - 106,000,000 

How  long  would  it  take  to  count  this  sum  in  spe- 
cie?— Boston  Transcript. 

Maine. — The  house  of  representatives  of  Maine, 
after  a debate  of  ten  hours,  on  Saturday,  (without 
dinner  or  supper,)  upon  the  bill  repealing  the  law 
prohibiting  the  emission  of  small  bills  by  the  banks 
of  that  state,  ordered  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  by  a vote  of  94  to  6. 

Tha  legislature  of  Louisiana  has  passed  a law 
prohibiting  free  persons  of  color  from  coming  into 
the  state,  and  also  prohibiting  free  persons  of  color 
who  may  leave  the  state  from  returning. 

The  citizens  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  gave  a 
complimentary  dinner  to  general  Wool,  of  the  U. 
S.  army,  on  the  7th  instant. 

The  Rathburn  estate . — The  Rochester  Democrat  of 
Feb’ry  7th  says,  “ the  creditors  of  Benj.  Rathburn, 
of  Buffalo,  are  required  to  present  their  claims  on 
or  before  the  5th  of  April  next,  in  failure  of  which 
they  will  be  debarred  from  all  advantages  in  the 
property  assigned.” 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  the  banks  in 
New  Orleans  hold  protested  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$10,429,318,  of  which  there  had  been  collected 
$1,151,487;  settled  from  six  months  to  eight  years 
$6,526,533,  and  unsettled  $2,750,000. 

The  militia  of  New  York  state  is  estimated  at 
about  184,000,  of  which  7,000  are  horse,  and  9,000 
artillery.  The  wdiole  number  less  by  8,000  on  the 
muster  books  than  last  year.  The  cause  is  not 
stated.  It  is  not  diminished  increase  of  population, 
but  perhaps  greater  emigration  to  the  west. 

A bill  has  been  reported  in  the  general  assembly 
ot  New  York,  “to  encourage  the  growth  and  man- 
ufacture of  silk.”  It  provides  for  the  payment  of 
ten  cents  per  pound  from  the  state  treasury,  by  way 
of  bounty,  upon  every  pound  of  silk  cocoons  raised 
within  the  state  of  New’  York,  and  fifty  cents  per 
pound  for  reeled  silk.  The  consumption  of  import- 
ed silks  in  the  United  States  in  1836,  is  estimated 
at  .$15,000,000. 

The  cashier  of  the  eastern  bank,  at  Bangor, 
Maine,  cautions  the  public  against  taking  drafts 
purporting  to  be  draw'll  by  the  New’ York  foreign 
and  domestic  exchange  company  on  the  eastern 
bank,  Bangor,  as  they  are  worthless.  The  name  of! 
the  bank  being  printed  in  large  letters  upon  them, 
and  the  resemblance  they  have  to  a bank  note,  leads 
people  who  are  ignorant  of  their  character,  to  be 
more  readily  deceived  by  them. 

We  stated  some  time  since,  that  Mr.  John  Jacob 
Astor,  of  this  cliyyiiau  been  purchaser  ol  bonds  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  to  a large  amount,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  w’hich  were  chiefly  to  have  been  devoted 
to  the  internal  improvements  of  that  state.  We 
learn,  however,  from  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  that 
such  had  not  been  the  case,  the  negotiation  in  ques- 
tion having  been  broken  off.  The  Bulletin  remarks 
that  the  failure  to  carry  this  loan  into  effect,  had 
caused  much  regret  at  St.  Louis,  and  would  tend 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  business  in  that  city. — 
N.  Y.  Cou. 

Bank  of  Tcnnesse. — The  directors  of  the  new 
bank  of  Tennessee  met  at  the  Union  bank,  in  Nash- 
ville, on  the  8th,  in  pursuance  of  the  call  of  his 
excellency  the  governor. 


Wm.  Nichol,  esq.  of  Nashville,  was  elected  presi- 
dent without  opposition,  and  Henry  Ewing,  esq. 
of  Nashville,  (one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank) 
was  unanimously  appointed  cashier.  Both  are 
considered,  here,  judicious  and  popular  appoint- 
ments. 

The  subject  of  the  location  of  the  branches,  we 
understand  has  been  discussed,  and  will  probably 
be  disposed  of  this  evening,  but  up  to  the  hour  of 
going  to  press,  nothing  definite  has  transpired. 

Numerous  delegations  are  in  attendance,  as  ap- 
plicants for  branches,  and  of  course  some  excite- 
ment as  W'ell  as  anxiety  prevails  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  board  on  their  location. — Nashville 
Whig. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  ad- 
journed on  Monday  week.  The  following  notice 
of  one  of  its  latest  acts  is  copied  from  the  Nash- 
ville Whig : 

“ The  bill  to  suppress  the  sale  and  use  of  bowie 
knives  deserves  to  be  reckoned  among  the  most  sa- 
lutary acts  passed  by  the  late  general  assembly.  Its 
provisions  will  effectually  stay  the  use  and  sale  of 
one  of  the  most  bloody  instruments  of  death  known 
to  the  present  age,  and  every  friend  of  humanity 
and  good  order  must  rejoice  that  the  practice  of 
wearing  this  barbarous  weapon  has  been  rendered  a 
misdemeanor,  and  its  use,  in  any  way,  a felony  by 
the  legislative  action  of  the  state.” 

Osage  Indians. — We  have  conversed  with  a gen- 
tleman just  come  in  from  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  Ar- 
kansas river.  He  informs  us  that  the  condition  of 
this  miserable  tribe  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  They 
have  no  annuities  from  the  government;  the  sums 
stipulated  to  be  paid  to  them  for  their  lands  have 
all  been  settled,  and,  their  crops  having  failed  this 
season,  they  are.literally  in  a state  of  starvation  and 
want.  No  man  residing  within  the  confines  of  ci- 
vilization can  appreciate  the  extreme  wretchedness 
to  which  these  miserable  beings  are  frequently  re- 
duced. They  have  little  or  no  game  within  their 
own  territory,  and  being  poor,  when  their  crops 
fail,  they  have  no  source  of  relief  whatever.  We 
believe  a bill  has  been  reported  in  Congress  for  ex- 
tending to  them  some  relief.  This  measure  should, 
if  passed  at  all,  be  adopted  with  all  possible  haste, 
and  whatever  relief  it  is  designed  to  extend  them, 
should  be  given  before  they  perish,  as  many  must, 
if  not  soon  relieved. — St.  Louis  Repvb. 

Mail  robbery. — When  the  Portland  stage  arrived 
at  this  place  on  Friday  night,  the  2d  instant,  it  W'as 
ascertained  that  the  large  mail  bag  was  missing. 
The  driver,  supposing  that  he  might  have  lost  it 
between  this  and  Wright’s  Posl'Office,  W’here  he  re- 
collected to  have  seen  it  last,  went  back  early  the 
next  morning  in  search  of  it,  but  did  not  suceed  in 
finding  it.  One  passenger  only  had  come  in  the 
stage  who  called  himself  Houck,  no  one  suspecting 
that  he  was  the  robber.  Early  in  the  daj’,  how- 
ever, a couple  of  gentlemen  arrived  from  the  north, 
who  stated  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  a person, 
describing  him,  who  had  robbed  the  mail  between 
Columbus  and  Delaware,  and  the  mail  between 
Marion  and  Lyme,  and  who  had  also  appropriated 
to  himself  a box  of  oysters,  sent  north  from  Co- 
lumbus. It  now  became  evident  that  Houck  was 
the  man,  and  extremely  probable  that  he  had  stolen 
the  missing  mail  bag.  It  was  recollected  by  the 
landlord  of  the  stage  office  here,  that  he  had  a very 
large  and  heavy  trunk,  and  some  cans  of  fresh  oys- 
ters. He  was  pursued  and  overtaken  at  Granville. 
Upon  searching  his  trunk  the  letters  and  packages 
of  the  Portland  mail  were  found.  He  was  arrest- 
ed and  sent  to  Columbus  for  examination  and  com- 
mitment. The  mail  bag  was  afterwards  found  in 
the  hotel  where  he  had  stopped  in  Newark,  secreted 
under  a bed.  It  appears  that  he  had  locked  up  the 
bag  in  iiis  trunk,  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  wishing 
to  make  room  for  further  acquisitions,  he  disposed 
of  the  bag,  and  supplied  its  place  with  a trunk  fill- 
ed with  merchandise  which  he  had  there  stolen.  It 
is  said  that  he  was  very  liberal  wi‘h  1 he  oysters 
along  the  road,  and  inviting  strangers  wherever  he 
etoppoato  with  him — he  was  thought  to  be 

a very  generous  fellow,  n so  hapimui.-o  mat  me 
oysters  formed  the  clue  by  which  those  in  pursuit 
were  enabled  to  trace  his  course.  Fie  was  uniform- 
ly designated  as  the  man  with  the  oysters. 

Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word.  We  understand 
that  a complimentary  dinner  was  given,  at  Brown’s 
hotel,  on  Saturday  last,  by  a number  of  members 
of  both  houses  of  congress,  to  Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word,  the  two  MissiSsipians  to  whom  the  house  of 
representatives  has  denied  seats  as  members  of  that 
body.  Judge  White,  of  Tennessee,  presided,  as- 
sisted by  several  distinguished  members  of  congress 
as  vice  presidents;  and  a numberof  capital  speeches 
were  made  on  the  occasion. — Nat.  Int. 
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QCP»We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  hon.  Mr.  Preston, 
who  recently  submitted  to  a painful  operation  for 
aneurism  in  one  of  his  arms,  is  rapidly  recovering, 
and  will  soon  be  able  to  take  his  seat  in  the  senate. 

(jrj-Mr.  Wright’s  speech,  on  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
is  concluded  in  the  present  sheet.  In  the  next 
“Register”  we  will  give  place  to  Mr.  Webster’s, 
and  nereafW  publish  all  the  leading  speeches  on 
the  same  question,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
delivered. 

From  the  Michigan  frontier.  Some  inte- 
resting intelligence  from  the  scene  of  rebellion  will 
be  found  among  our  congressional  proceedings.  A 
portion  of  the  militia  of  Michigan  have  been  called 
out,  and  the  governorof  that  state  seems  resolute  in 
his  efforts  to  restrain  our  citizens  from  violating 
our  neutral  relations.  In  addition  to  the  intelli- 
gence referred  to,  the  Toledo  Gazette,  extra,  of  the 
12th  instant,  contains  the  following  in  confirmation 
of  it: 

Silence  broken.  S.  McKnight,  postmaster  at  De- 
troit, passed  through  this  city,  this  day,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  with  despatches  from  governor  Mason  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  McK. 
brings  intelligence  that  a force  of  about  500  was 
collecting  seven  miles  above  Detroit  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  river,  where,  it  is  presumed,  the  ice  has  form- 
ed a bridge,  and  that  they  were  coming  in  from 
every  direction.  We  understand  the  object  of  the 
despatches  is  to  supply  the  frontier  with  more  regu-. 
lar  troops,  as  the  militia  cannot  be  relied  on,  and 
where  the  former  are  to  come  from  remains  to  be 
told.  From  another  quarter  we  learn  that  between 
live  and  six  hundred  men  are  upon  the  peninsula, 
opposite  Sandusky,  waiting  the  arrival  of  their  bag- 
gage; and  from  another,  that  a considerable  number 
are  under  way  from  Kentucky.  Mr.  McKnight 
says  it  is  rumored  at  Detroit,  that  a party  of  British 
Indians  were  about  to  cross  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Fort  Gratiot. 

Sutherland  was  in  town  yesterday,  and  we  under- 
stand set  out  for  Detroit  this  morning.  General 
McLeod,  recently  from  Canada,  is  expected  here 
this  evening  on  his  way  up.  He  was  a half-pay 
officer  in  the  British  service,  in  whom  the  patriots 
place  much  confidence.  A gentleman  by  the  name 
.of  McGuire,  from  London  district,  left  here  yester- 
day morning,  says  he  was  in  the  patriot  service  on 
Navy  island,  and  seems  better  to  understand  the 
movements  and  designs  of  the  patriots  than  any  we 
have  yet  seen.  He  says  that  but  few  of  the  arms 
were  taken  at  Fredoriia,  and  they  of  very  little 
value.  He  thinks  that  more  than  enough  are  in 
safe-keepir.g  for  their  purpose. 

The  New  York  Courier  of  Tuesday  says,  lady 
Head  and  daughter,  and  Mrs.  general  Dalrympe, 
the  sister  of  sir  Francis  Head,  who  have  been  a few 
days  past  in  the  city,  embark  this  morning  in  the 
packet  for  London.  We  are  ashamed  to  add  that 
these  ladies  were  grossly  insulted  on  their  journey 
from  Upper  Canada,  by  some  villians  at  Rochester. 
We  would  hope  they  were  not  American  citizens 
who  were  guilty  of  this  beastly  outrage. 

The  New  York  Commercial  says,  that  sir  Fran- 
cis Head,  whose  purpose  it  was  to  come  to  New 
York  from  Canada  via  Lexington,  had  been  advised 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  on  that  frontier 
to  annoy  him  by  arrests,  on  an  indictment?  The 
baronet  will  of  course  save  those  officious  people 
an  opportunity  of  any  such  public  exhibition  of 
their  folly. 

Gen.  Scott  arrived  at  New  York  on  Saturday 
inst,  and  finding  despatches  there  which  should 
have  met  him  at  Albany,  set  off  the  next  day,  by 
express,  for  Buffalo.  Gen.  Wool  was  at  Plattsburg 
on  the  16th  inst,  and  had  called  out  two  companies 
of  horse  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the 
country. 

Lower  Canada.  Lord  Gosford  did  not  leave 
Quebec  on  the  13th,  as  he  intended,  having  met 
with  an  accident  by  a fall,  as  he  was  in  the  act  of 
stepping  into  his  carriage.  The  installation  of  sir 
John  Colborne  as  his  successor  was  postponed  in 
consequence.  Five  members  of  the  executive 
council  were  at  Montreal,  with  the  assistant  clerk 
of  that  bodv,  having  come  from  Quebec  to  hold  a 
Vol.  till— Sig,  20, 


council  and  administer  the  oaths  to  sir  John  Col- 
borne. 

New  York.  On  Tuesday  the  13th  inst.  the 
house  of  assembly  of  New  York  held  an  afternoon 
session,  (which  was  continued  until  after  1 o’clock 
on  Wednesday  morning,)  lor  the  purpose  of  dis- 
posing of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  governor’s  message  as  relates  to  “the 
origin  and  causes  of  the  present  deiangement  of 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
measures  of  the  genera!  government  on  the  sub- 
jectrof  banks,  and  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the 
public  revenues.”  After  a protracted  and  anima- 
ted debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holley,  by  whom  the 
report  and  resolutions  were  submitted,  the  con- 
current part  of  the  first  of  the  resolutions  (requiring 
the  assent  of  the  senate)  was  stricken  out,  and  thus 
modified,  were  passed  by  a vote  of  S7  ayes  to 
18  nays.  The  resolutions  shall  have  a place  in  our 
next. 

Health  of  gen.  jackson.  From  the  Globe 
We  are  highly  gratified  to  learn,  from  the  Nashville 
Union,  of  the  loth  instant,  that  general  Jackson’s 
health  is  so  much  improved,  that  he  can  now  leave 
his  bed,  and  that  he  is  rapidly  Saining  strength.  No 
further  danger  from  the  present  attack  is  appre- 
hended. 

A letter  from  the  general  himself,  dated  12th 
inst.  says,  “lam  compelled  to  make  use  of  an  ama- 
nuensis, on  account  of  indisposition,  occasioned  by 
a return  of  my  old  complaint,  haemorrhage  of  the 
lungs.  The  present  attack  has  been  rather  a severe 
one;  but  it  has  now  stopped,  and  I am  feeling  a 
great  deal  better. 

Gen.  Harrison  has  addressed  the  following  to 
the  editor  of  “The  Missourian.” 

North  Bend,  17th  Jan.  1838. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  made  in  your  let- 
-ter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I repeat  the  declaration  I 
have  often  before  made,  that  if  elected  president 
of  the  United  States,  I would  under  no  circum- 
stances, become  a candidate  for  second  term. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

James  H.  Birch,  esq.  editor  of  Tie  Missourian. 

Liberation  ofmr.greely.  Mr.  Greely,who 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  the  authorities  of 
New  Brunswick,  while  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state  of  Maine  in  taking  the  census  on 
the  disputed  territory,  we  learn  from  the  Portland 
Advertiser,  has  been  liberated.  The  Advertiser 
says:  “We  do  not  know  by  what  immediate  agency 
this  result,  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Greely,  has' been 
produced;  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  it  was 
occasioned  by  the  call  in  congress  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  correspondence,” 

Destructive  fire.  On  Sunday  morning  last, 
the  Bowery  theatre  in  New  York  was  destroyed 
by  fire — being  the  third  time  within  a few  years. 
So  rapid  were  the  flames,  that  nothing  was  saved 
except  the  iron  safe  which  contained  some  papers 
and  a small  sum  of  money.  The  building  adjoin- 
ing, known  as  the  Old  Bull’s  Head  tavern,  was  also 
destroyed. 

The  theatre  was  insured  for  35,000  dollars.  The 
loss  is  said  to  be  about  70,000  dollars.  The  fire 
broke  out  in  the  paint  room  over  the  gallery,  in 
front.  A stable  belonging  to  Mr.  Hamblin  wan 
burned  at  the  same  time,  corner  of  Christie  and 
Walker  streets,  and  a colored  man  was  burned  to 
death. 

The  New  York  Sun  says:  the  awful  grandeur  of 
the  spectacle  presented  by  the  burning  of  the 
Bowery  theatre,  was  greatly  heightened  by  the 
tremendous  roarings  of  the  lions,  tigers,  elephants, 
and  other  animals  in  the  Zoological  Institute  oppo- 
site, who  were  excessively  frightened  and  ex- 
cited by  the  roar  of  the  flames  and  the-intense  light 
which  they  threw  into  the  Institute  buildings,  and 
the  noise  arid  clamor  of  firemen  and  their  ma- 
chinery, and  the  spectators  without. 

From  Brazil.  Capt.  Conway,  of  Ihe  brig  Palm, 
arrived  at  Salem  from  Para,  states  that  news  was 
received  from  Maranham  on  the  10th  of  January, 
that  Bahia  had  declared  its  independence  of  the 


government  at  Rio  Janeiro — and  that  it  was  the 
general  opinion  at  Para  that  a revolution  would 
lake  place  there  before  tong.  lie  states,  also,  that 
it  is  the  request  of  the  Americans  at  Para,  that  our 
government  would  send  a vessel  of  war  to  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  Americans  at  that  place, 
the  presence  of  one  being  deemed  essential  at  the 
present  time. 

OFFICIAL. 

General  Order  No.  4. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army , 

Mjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  Feb.  20,  1838. 

The  secretary  of  war  has  received  the  report  of 
colonel  Taylor,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  of 
the  affair  of  the  25th  December  last,  with  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  lake  Okee- 
chobee, in  Florida,  in  which  the  Indians,  after  a 
severe  conflict,  were  beaten  and  driven  at  all 
points. 

The  gallantry  and  steadiness  displayed  in  the  at- 
tack, are  highly  creditable  to  the  corps  engaged; 
and  the  conduct  of  colonel  Taylor,  in  pursuing  the 
enemy  and  bringing  him  to  action,  is  deserving  of 
high  commendatiou. 

The  triumph  of  success  cannot  lessen  the  regret 
which  must  be  felt  by  all  for  the  loss  of  the  many 
valuable  lives,  and  the  severe  suffering,  by  wounds, 
which  unavoidably  attend  a military  achievement. 
The  fall  of  lieutenant  colonel  Thompson,  of  the  6th 
infantry,  captain  Van  Swearingen,  and  lieutenants 
Brooke  and  Center,  of  the  regulararmy,  and  colo- 
nel Gentry,  of  the  Misssouri  volunteers,  is  sincere- 
ly deplored. 

To  colonel  Taylor  and  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  troops  of  the  regular  army,  the 
secretary  of  war  tenders  the  thanks  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  the  discipline  and 
bravery  displayed  by  them  on  the  occasion;  as, 
likewise,  to  the  officers  and  volunteers  of  Missouri, 

who  shared  in  the  conflict,  and  who  evinced  SO 

much  zeal  and  gallantry  in  bringing  on  the  action. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  gen.  com’g  in  chief: 

J.  N.  MACOMB,  Ass’t  adj.  gen. 

From  Florida. — The  “ Globe ” of  Tuesday 
night  contains  the  following: 

VVe  are  permitted  to  extract  from  a letter  to  Dr. 
Linn,  of  the  senate,  some  incidents  of  the  hard- 
fought  skirmish  with  the  Seminoles  on  Turtle 
river.  The  Indians  always  commence  their  bat- 
tles under  the  cover  of  hammocks,  in  which  they 
always  find  complete  security  after  defeat,  and 
concealment  during  the  conflict-- shooting  at  our 
troops  in  the  open  ground  from  tile  thicket,  until 
they  are  brought  to  close  quarters.  The  intre- 
pidity with  which  a single  company  of  our  soldiers 
march  up  to  receive  the  fire  of  those  unseen  and 
lurking  adversaries,  (the  numberalways  unknown,) 
evinces  in  the  strongest  light  the  spirit  of  our 
countrymen. 

“Indian  River  Inlet,  Jan.  25,  1838. 

“I  have  no  doubt  that  long  before  this  reaches 
yon,  you  will  have  an  official  publication  of  our 
skirmish  with  the  Seminoles  on  the  Lucha  Hatche, 
or  Turtle  river.  If  not,  I will  only  say  that  on 
the  15th  instant  an  engagement  took  place  be- 
tween lieutenant  commandant  Powell  and  the 
Seminoles.  On  our  side,  the  loss  was  four  killed 
and  thirty  wounded.-  In  the  onset  I received  a 
rifle  ball  in  my  left  leg,  about  half  way  between 
the  knee  and  ankle;  and,  with  your  permission.  I 
will  boast  of  having  blown  the  brains  out  of  one 
fellow’s  head.  He  was  about  thirty  yards  from 
me,  when  I let  drive  both  barrels  of  captain  Pow- 
ell’s double  gun,  loaded  with  buckshot,  at  his 
head.  The  shot  was  so  effectual  that  it  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  scalping-knife. 

“On  our  retreat  I received  another  hall,  di- 
rectly above  the  knee,  on  the  inner  side.  Both 
balls  are  yet  in;  they  have  been  probed  for,  hut  are 
too  deep  to  be  taken  out.  I walked  six  miles  after 
being  shot  the  second  time. 

“Passed  midshipman  Harrison,  then  acting  lieu- 
tenant, was  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  Lieutenant 
Fowler,  of  the  first  artillery,  was  shot  twice;  once 
in  the  thigh  and  once  in  the  side.  Captain  Powell 
received  a slight  wound.  We  are  doing  as  well  as 
could  be  expected. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

IN’  THE  SENATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Harrisburg,  February  17,  183S. 

Whereas  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  passed  the 
following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  gene- 
ral assembly  met,  That  our  representatives  in  con- 
gress be  requested  and  our  senators  instructed  to 
vote  and  use  their  influence  fora  postponement  un- 
til the  next  session  of  congress  of  the  act  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  Silas  Wright,  of  New  York, 
commonly  called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  any  other 
act  or  acts  of  a similar  character,  and  that  they  vote 
at  this  session  for  no  act  of  a similar  nature.  And 
that  we  have  full  confidence  in  Martin  Van  Buren, 
and  in  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  our  demo- 
cratic senators  and  representatives  in  congress. 
And  our  senators  are  hereby  further  instructed  and 
our  members  requested  to  vote  for  such  a mode  o 1 
receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing,  the  public  mo- 
neys as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
banks  from  the  government.” 

And  whereas  the  senate  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  has  concurred  in  and  passed  the  same  : 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  has  concurred  in  this 
resolution  : 

Because,  The  system  proposed  to  be  established 
by  the  sub-treasury  bill  is  an  innovation  upon  and 
at  variance  with  the  approved  and  heretofore  settled 
policy  of  the  general  government,  under  which  we 
have  lived  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  under 
which  w'e  have  prospered  as  no  other  nation  has 
ever  yet  prospered. 

Because,  This  system  sets  at  naught  the  obliga- 
tions  of  the  general  government,  enjoined  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  regulate  com- 
merce between  the  different  states  and  with  foreign 
governments,  which  cannot  be  done  but  by  giving 
and  preserving  to  the  country  a sound  currency, 
equally  good  in  every  part  ot  it. 

Because,  This  system,  if  established,  would  sepa- 
rate the  government  and  its  interests  from  the  peo- 
ple and  their  interests,  making  the  former  hostile 
to  the  latter,  and  the  unnatural  enemy  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  which  government  is  under  the 
most  solemn  obligations  to  foster  and  protect. 

Because,  This  system  would  establish  one  curren- 
cy for  the  government,  gold  and  silver,  to  be  paid 
to  office-holders  and  the  dependants  of  government, 
and  another  currency,  and  a depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency, for  the  people,  making  the  office-holders  and 
the  government  richer,  and  the  people  poorer. 

Because,  This  system  would  subvert  and  destroy 
that  system  of  credit  which  has  advanced  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  our  people  in  a degree  which 
has  made  our  nation  the  envy  and  admiration  of 
the  world  ; that  system  of  credit  which  has  render- 
ed practical  the  principle  that  all  men  are  free  and 
equal,  which  has  given  to  the  poor  man  of  honest 
principles,  of  intelligence  and  enterprise,  the  means 
of  equality  with  the"  rich  in  temporal  comforts,  as 
he  is  his  equal  in  political  rights;  that  great  sys- 
tem of  credit  heretofore  exercised  by  f he  people 
through  well-regulated  incorporated  banks,  the 
benefits  of  which  are  conferred  upon  the  enter- 
prising, who  give  life  and  vigor  to  the  business  of 
society,  without  creating  that  degrading  sense  of 
dependance  for  the  most  part  produced  where  such 
institutions  have  not  existed. 

Because,  The  sub-treasury  system  will  destroy 
commerce,  put  down  enterprise,  and  deprive  the  sons 
of  industry  and  labor  of  occupation  and  support, 
and  reduce  our  once  happy  country  to  a state  of 
moral  and  political  degradation,  fitting  the  people 
for  the  absolute  government  which  it  will  tend  to 
establish  over  them. 

Because,  It  will  increase,  the  patronage  of  the 
general  government,  already  swollen  to  an  enor- 
mous and  dangerous  extent,  and  will,  when  once 
established,  be  the  occasion  of  a constant  increase 
of  the  swarms  of  office-holders  to  harass  our  peo- 
ple and  eat  out  their  substance,  and  finish  the  work 
of  destruction  of  our  dear-bought  liberties,  already 
so  fearfully  begun. 

Because,  It  will  tend  so  to  consolidate  all  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  “the  states  by  degrees  into  one  sovereignty,  the 
obvious  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of  which 
would  be  to  transform  the  present  republican  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States  into  an  absolute,  or  at  best 
a mixed  monarchy.” 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  has  concurred  in  the 
instruction  and  request  of  the  house  to  our  mem- 
bers in  congress  “to  vote  for  such  a mode  of  re- 
ceiving, keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys 
as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks 
from  the  government.” 


Because,  Taken  in  connexion  with  the  just  con- 
demnation of  the  house  of  ‘‘the  sub-treasury  bill, 
or  any  other  act  or  acts  of  a similar  character,”  the 
senate  finds  in  this  instruction  and  request  a proper 
rebuke  of  the  unfortunate  attempts  at,  and  exercise 
of,  political  influence  by  the  general  government  in 
the  management  of  the  money  of  the  government, 
through  banks  employed  for  this  purpose,  so  fully 
proved  and  so  fatally  felt  during  the  past  few  years. 
The  senate  cheerfully  joins  the  house  in  con- 
demning that  influence,  and  in  this  instruction  arid 
request  that,  in  the  system  of  “receiving,  keeping, 
and  disbursing  public  moneys,”  through  a bank  or 
banks  of  the  people,  care  should  be  taken,  as  far  as 
practicable,  so  to  separate  the  banks  from  the  gov- 
ernment, that,  while  they  are  used  for  fiscal  pur- 
poses, they  shall  not  again  be  employed  as  the  in- 
struments of  political  power,  or  to  supply  the  cor- 
rupt wants  of  the  dependents  of  the  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  fully  concurs  in  the 
wisdom  of  “thi3  request  and  instruction,”  when 
they  remember  the  history  of  these  political  at- 
tempts and  practises  of  the  last  few  years,  com- 
mencing with  the  attempt  to  remove  the  president 
of  the  branch  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  New  Hampshire,  although  he  was  eminently 
qualified  for  his  station,  because  that  gentleman 
differed  in  politics  from  certain  zealous  partizans 
and  high  officers  of  the  general  government,  whose 
motives  of  action  the  recent  disclosures  of  the 
transactions  of  the  deposite  banks  of  Massachu- 
setts have  shown  to  be  any  other  than  patriotic  or 
disinterested.  The  bank  of  the  United  States 
properly  resisted  these  attempts,  and  the  warfare  of 
the  government  on  the  currency  and  business  of 
the  country  ensued,  and  it  has  proceeded  until, like 
an  earthquake,  it  has  loosened  the  foundation  and 
threatens  with  destruction  the  prosperity  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  country. 

The  events  of  this  war  need  not  be  recited  to 
sustain  the  views  of  the  house;  they  are  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  the  nation.  The  grossly  im- 
proper selection  of  the  agricultural  bank  of  Missis- 
sippi, by  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
the  recent  disclosures  of  the  affairs  of  the  deposite 
banks  of  Massachusetts,  alone  prove  the  wisdom 
of  excluding  political  influence  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  money  of  the  nation,  and  fortify  the 
objections  to  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  has  not  considered  it 
proper  to  differ  from  the  house  in  the  expressions 
of  courtesy  towards  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  with  which  it  has  chosen  to  associate  a 
manly  and  dignified  condemnation  of  almost  the 
only  measure  of  government  of  vital  importance 
which  he  has  recommended.  Such  expressions  of 
courtesy  the  conventional  politeness  of  the  age  jus- 
tifies in  one  individual  towards  another  individual, 
who  at  the  same  time  condemns  his  conduct  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  they  may  not  be  unbecoming 
in  one  branch  of  our  government  towards  another, 
even  although  associated  with  the  severest  con- 
demnation. The  severity,  perhaps,  may  be  con- 
sidered heightened  by  the  terms  of  politeness  in 
which  it  is  conveyed. 

In  so  far  as  the  expression  of  confidence  in  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  may  rest  on  the  conviction  of  the 
house  that  he  will  not  persevere  in  the  odious  mea- 
sure already  so  universally  unpopular,  although 
the  senate  may  hope  that  the  confidence  of  the 
house  is  not  misplaced,  yet  the  perseverance  of  the 
president  in  this  dangerous  measure,  after  so  many 
evidences  of  popular  displeasure  as  it  has  received, 
leaves  to  the  senate  and  house  but  little  just  ground 
of  rational  belief  that  he  will  abandon  a project  so 
iniquitous  and  subversive  ot  all  good  government. 
And  should  it  be  made  to  appear  that  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  senate  are  too  well  founded,  we 
have  to  assure  the  house  and  the  people  that  the 
senate  will  concur  with  them  in  denouncing,  in 
terms  similar  to  those  employed  by  our  ancestors 
towards  the  despot  who  then  ruled  the  nation,  that 
a ruler  “whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every 
act  that  may  define  a tyrant  is  unfit  to  govern  a free 
people.” 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  cannot  withhold  its 
concurrence  in  the  compliment  paid  by  the  house 
to  the  entire  delegation  from  Pennsylvania  in  con- 
gress. The  senate  has  no  doubt  that  the  delegation 
possess  wisdom  and  intelligence  to  perceive  the 
enormities  of  the  sub-treasury  system,  and  it  is  the 
earnest  hope  of  the  senate  that  no  man  among  them 
may  want  the  integrity  to  oppose  it.  Should  the 
senate  be  mistaken  in  this,  they  will  have  reason 
to  fear  that  a submission  to  the  will  of  power,  and 
not  a regard  for  the  interests  of  the  people,  consti- 
tutes, in  the  minds  of  some,  the  best  claim  to  the 
name  of  democracy. 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  the  senate  trans- 
mit a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions to  each  of  the  senators  and  members  of  con- 


gress from  this  state,  to  be  laid  before  their  respec- 
tive houses. 

[Extract  from  the  journal.] 

GEO.  W.  HAMERSLY, 

Clerk  of  the  senate, 

MISSOURI  VOLUNTEERS. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  31,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  Gentlemen:  I 
observed  in  your  paper  of  yesterday  a letter  taken 
from  the  Savannah  Georgian,  purporting  to  be 
from  “an  esteemed  correspondent,”  who,  alluding 
to  the  battle  fought  on  the  25th  December  last,  be- 
tween the  troops  under  colonel  Taylor  and  the 
Seminoles,  closes  his  communication  with  this  re- 
mark: “The  Missouri  volunteers  are  said  to  have 
behaved  badly,  having  retreated  and  left  their  gal- 
lant colonel  to  be  carried  off  the  field  by  the  regu- 
lars,  which  was  done  by  order  ol  one  of  the  regi- 
ments engaged.”  I cannot  believe  that  the  writer 
intended  any  injury  to  the  volunteers  engaged  in 
that  action.  The  effect,  however,  upon  the  brave 
men,  implicated  by  the  remark,  is  the  same.  It  is 
to  be  sincerely  regretted  that  charges  of  so  serious 
a nature  have  become  so  common  and  ordinary  an 
occurrence,  upon  such  slight  foundations.  I can- 
not but  feel  a lively  interest  in  every  thing  affect- 
ing the  character  of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  as  all 
of  them  are  my  constituents,  most  of  them  my 
neighbors,  and  many  of  them  my  townsmen.  Be- 
lieving that  great  injustice  has  been  done,  uninten- 
tionally, to  these  men,  I send  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Dr.  John  A.  Hannah,  surgeon  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  for  publication. 
Dr.  Hannah  is  a citizen  of  the  town  in  which  I re- 
side; I know  him  well,  and  know  him  to  be  a man 
of  truth  and  of  a high  sense  of  honor.  His  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  company  from  Callaway 
county  arose,  I presume,  from  a desire  to  give  me 
information  relative  to  the  conduct  of  those  who 
are  from  the  same  county  in  which  we  both  reside. 

If  I should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  remove  the  un- 
favorable impression  finely  to  be  made  against 
these  gallant  men,  by  the  remark  alluded  to,  I will 
have  but  discharged  a duty  to  those  who,  whether 
as  soldiers  or  as  citizens,  are  as  brave  in  the  field 
as  exemplary  in  the  walks  of  private  fife,  and  as 
jealous  of  their  honor,  in  either  capacity,  as  any 
other  pdrtion  of  the  citizens  of  this  union. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

[enclosed  in  the  above.] 

Tampa  Bay,  (E.  F.)  Jan.  8,  1S38. 

Dear  Harrison:  Having  returned  to  Tampa 
Bay,  with  the  remains  of  col.  Gentry’s  regiment, 
to  recruit,  after  six  weeks’  hard  marching,  and 
some  fighting  in  the  interior,  I have  time  to  drop 
you  a few  fines.  You  have,  doubtless,  before  this, 
heard  of  the  battle  fought  by  col.  Taylor’s  bri- 
gade, on  the  25th  December,  against  the  Seminoles. 
Gentry’s  regiment  was  attached  to  Taylor’s  bri- 
gade, and  had  the  misfortune  to  suffer  considerably 
during  the  engagement.  Gen.  Gentry  was  carried  i 
off  the  field  mortally  wounded,  soon  after  the  ac- 
tion commenced,  and  survived  but  a few  hours. 
During  the  time  he  remained  in  the  action.  Gentry 
behaved  with  bravery  bordering  on  desperation — 
rushing  ahead  of  his  men,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  charge  the  hammock  in  which  the  Indians  w'ere  ; 
ambushed.  The  company  from  Callaway,  under 
the  command  of  capt.  Russell,  behaved  well,  and 
sustained  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Indians  until  col. 
Gentry  was  carried  off  the  field. 

Our  regiment  will,  in  all  probability,  be  dis- 
charged in  a few  weeks.  There  are  a great  many 
troops  in  Florida,  but  God  knows  when  this  paltry 
war  will  be  at  an  end.  The  weather  is  so  hot  here 
that  it  is  impossible  for  troops  to  keep  the  field 
longer  than  the  1st  of  May.  I have  had  no  news 
from  Missouri  for  some  time  past.  I would  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  HANNAH, 

Surgeon  1st  Reg.  Missouri  Volunteers. 

THE  CHEROKEES. 

Washington  City,  Jan.  31,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton:  That  both  parties 
in  the  Cherokee  nation  may  be  heard,  I request 
that  the  enclosed  exposition  of  Elias  Boudinot  may 
be  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  HAYNES. 

Senate  Chamber, 
Washington,  Jan.  31,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton:  Gentlemen:  I 
find  the  columns  of  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morn- 
ing’s date,  chiefly  occupied  by  the  publication  of 
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the  memorials,  and  other  writings  of  Mr.  John 
Ross  and  co.  remonstrating  and  protesting  against 
the  justice  and  validity  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835.  I am  familiar  with  the  contents  of  these 
papers,  and  am  apprised  of  the  plausibility  of  their 
contents,  when  exhibited  in  an  ex  parte  form,  and 
to  persons  who  are  unacquainted  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances and  facts  connected  with  the  subject. 

I feel  it  a duty  which  I owe  to  the  country,  to 
my  Government,  and  to  the  individuals  who  are 
implicated  by  these  publications,  not  to  permit  this 
delusive  statement  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity, 
and  that  in  the  columns  of  the  Intelligences,  with- 
out an  effort  to  counteract  what  I deem  to  be  mis- 
chevious  error,  and  to  place  the  subject  in  its  true 
light  before  the  public. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  readers  of  the  Intel- 
ligencer, no iv  u-.j  ’•xron.fle.r.  as  well  as  the  historian 
who  may  collect  materials  from  me  fj|ps 

of  the  newspapers  of  the  present  day,  may  find  the 
means  of  making  up  a correct  decision  on  this  sub- 
ject, I have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  of. 
you,  as  faithful  journalists,  to  publisii  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer, at  as  early  a day  as  practicable,  the  reply 
of  Elias  Boudinot,  as  re-published  by  order  of  the 
senate,  being  document  No.  121.  This  reply  of 
Mr.  Boudinot,  although  not  written  as  a reply  to 
the  particular  papers  now  published  by  you  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Ross,  will,  nevertheless,  be  found  a 
most  conclusive  refutation  of  all  the  most  important 
grounds  of  Mr.  Ross,  contained  in  the  memorials 
and  papers  referred  to.  Moreover,  Mr.  Boudinot’s 
reply  will  exhibit  Mr.  Ross  in  his  true  character, 
and  give  to  the  public  the  most  clear  and  correct 
view  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  of  any 
publication  which  I have  seen. 

Should  any  cause  whatever  prevent  your  com- 
pliance with  my  request  herein  contained,  I then 
have  to  request  that  you  will  at  least  publish  this 
letter,  in  order  that  those  who  may  read  and  exa- 
mine the  files  of  the  Intelligencer  after  the  present 
generation  shall  have  passed  away,  may  find  this 
letter  as  an  index  to  point  to  a more  correct  history 
of  facts  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials and  papers  of  Mr.  Ross. 

Moreover,  other  and  strong  considerations  tend 
to  enlist  all  my  sympathies  in  behalf  of  the  Chero- 
kee people,  and  to  avert  impending  evils  which 
threaten  them,  and  to  promote  their  present  and 
permanent  welfare  Therefore,  I wish  to  weaken 
the  mischevious  influence  which  such  publications 
as  these  memorials  and  papers  are  calculated  to 
produce,  if  permitted  to  go  to  the  world  uncontra- 
dicted. 

These  publications  tend  to  affect  the  interest  of 
the  Cherokee  people  most  injuriously,  by  mislead- 
ing and  enlisting  the  feelings  of  persons  of  charac- 
ter and  influence,  and  thereby  cause  such  persons 
to  encourage  the  Cherokee  people  in  a continuance 
of  their  opposition  to  a treaty,  upon  the  execution 
of  which  their  temporal  salvation  chiefly  depends. 

I am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  WILSON  LUMPKIN, 

of  Georgia. 


AWARDS  UNDER  THE  TREATY  WITH 
SPAIN. 

A list  of  the  several  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
sioner appointed  under  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  carry 
into  effect  a convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,”  and  reported  by  him  to  the  department  of 
state. 


Adeline , brig — Kemptcm,  master. 

No.  23.  William  B.  Moffitt,  [cargo]  - $338  GO 

No.  17.  Charles  W.  Cartwright  [vessel  and 

freight]  ...  294  42 

No.  20.  Massachusetts  fire  and  marine  in- 
surance company,  [vessel  and 
freight]  - - - 3,267  00 

No.  19.  Merchants’ insurance  company,  Jos. 

Batch,  president,  [cargo]  - 3,146  56 

No.  18.  William  Kempton,  [cargo]  - 111  03 

No.  21.  Timothy  Walker,  [cargo]  - 1,845  80 

No.  22.  Silas  Kempton,  [cargo]  - - 187  09 

No.  24.  H.  and  Q.  Reed,  [cargo]  - 385  91 

Antelope,  schooner — Berrian,  master. 

No.  59.  Trustees  of  the  Pacific  insurance 

company  of  New  York,  [cargo]  482  83 
Trustees  of  the  hope  insurance 
company  of  N.  York,  [four  poli- 
cies on  cargo]  - - - 3,440  75 

American  insurance  company  of 
New  York,  [policies  on  vessel, 
freight  and  cargo]  - - 1,442  88 

American,  barque — Emery,  master. 

No.  51.  H.  Clark,  [cargo  for  self 
and  captain  Emery,  and 
mate  Allen]  - $4,807  45 

Do.  [vessel  and  freight]  1,477  49 

Total— Henry  Clark  6,284  94 

William  Jefferds,  [cargo]  - 320  73 

D.  YV.  Lord,  [cargo]  - - 320  73 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


No. 

No. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


China,  ship — Goodrich,  master. 
74.  N.  L.  and  G.  Griswold  - 

38.  American  insurance  company  of 

New  York  - 

72.  Ocean  insux-ance  company  of  New 
York  - - - - 

71.  Gordon  Miller,  attorney  of  II.  D. 
Sswall  . - - - 

83.  Same,  administrator  of  Norman 

Dexter  - - - - 

84.  Same,  attorney  of  Louis  Thibon 
70.  Same,  attorney  of  Israel  Champion 
69.  Same,  attorney  of  Chas.  De  Forest 

39.  James  Goodrich 

34.  John  Peshire  ... 
82.  Gurdon  Miller,  attorney  of  Atlantic 
insurance  company  of  N.  York 
China,  ship — Whittlesey,  master. 
G.  Griswold  - 


59,574  92 

19,263  62 

305  84 

1,053  46 

5,037  89 
760  02 
149  18 
288  90 
2,441  09 
594  13 

467  25 
26,316  19 

4,288  00 

10,116  25 

7,478  75 
434  00 


73.  N.  L.  and 

a.-,  / , Calypso,  brig — Paine,  master. 

62.  Ocean  irTsuia,, fiompanv  m New 
Y ork,  [cargo]  . 

Trustees  of  the  raux- 

company  of  New  York,  [cargo, 
freight  and  vessel] 

American  insurance  company,  N. 

York,  [cargo] 

62.  Jedediah  Paine,  [cargo] 

Essex,  brig — Davis,  master. 

4.  Zachariah  Stevens,  Jno.  W.  Lowe, 

and  William  Ferson,  administra- 
tor of  Wm.  B.  Pearson,  on  ves- 
sel, freight  and  cargo  - - 2,211  60 

5.  Social  marine  insurance  company, 

[vessel  and  cargo]  - - 902  69 

14.  Suffolk  insurance  company,  Boston, 

[vessel  and  cargo]  - - 5,158  74 

16.  Bern.  C.  Clark,  assignee  of  John 

Clark,  [cargo]  - - - 2,641  42 

28.  Samuel  Wheeler,  of  Boston,  for 
himself,  and  attorney  for  Seth 
Sweetser,  and  Newell  and  Eve- 
leth,  [cargo]  - - - 1,447  45 

S.  Wheeler’s  interest  $473  61 
S.  Sweetser’s  do.  598,46 

Newell  and  Eveleth’s  do  375  38 

Elizabeth,  schooner — West,  master. 

58.  Trustees  of  the  national  insurance 

company  of  New  York,  [cargo]  646  25 
Ocean  insurance  company  of  New 
York,  [cargo]  - - - 9,216  66 

Trustees  of  the  hope  insurance  com- 
pany of  N.  York,  [cargo,  freight 
and  vessel]  ...  13,033  89 

Freemason,  schooner — Rogers,  master. 

No.  10.  Thomas  G.  Reybui-n. 

No.  9.  Alexander  Thompson. 

No.  8.  Universal  insurance  company,  Bal- 
timore - - - 1,335  92 

Fairy,  brig — Hiller,  master. 

61.  Henry  Harbeck,  [vessel,  freight  and 

cargo]  - - - - 9,061  70 


No. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


General  Carrington , ship — Martin,  master. 
11.  Edward  Camngton,  jr.  assignee  of 
Edward  Carrington  and  Samuel 
W etmore,  surviving  partners  of 
Edward  Carrington  & Co. 

27.  Edward  Carrington,  jr.  assignee  of, 
and  insurer  for,  Chas.  B.  Britnell 

25.  Edwai-d  Carrington,  jr.  assignee  of 

Edward  Carrington  and  Samuel 
Welmore,  assignees  of  Samuel 
Russell  ... 

26.  Thomas  P.  Bucklin 
37.  Jesse  Metcalf,  administrator  of  Jas. 

W.  Mitchell,  [one-half  invoice  of 
Mitchell  and  Dennison] 

99.  Perkins  and  Co.  by  S.  Cabot,  sur- 
viving partner 

101.  Joseph  Hartt,  administrator  of  Jno. 
Hartt  - - - - 


92,156  77 
598  99 


4,734  87 
59  26 


406  45 
2,491  77 


1,233  71 

James  Lawrence,  brig — Green,  master. 

No.  40.  Peter  Hager,  [cargo]  - - 1,506  96 

No.  66.  Phoenix  insurance  company  of  Phil- 
adelphia, [cargo]  - - 6,323  53 

No.  79.  Hosea  Riddle  and  Penelope  Riddle, 

executrix  of  James  Rav,  deceas- 
ed, [cai-go]  ...  8,833  29 

No.  100.  Thomas  Lay,  [cargo]  - - 632  00 

Jubilee,  schooner — Hill,  master. 

No.  90.  G.  G.  and  S.  Howland,  [freight  and 

cargo]  ---  - 3,613  93 

Representatives  of  Thos.  Backus, 

[freight  and  cargo]  - - 3,613  98 

Wright  and  Shelton,  [freight  and 
cargo]  - - - - 3,613  93 

Maria,  brig — Ringe,  master. 

No.  87.  Elizabeth  Vail,  administratrix  of 
Aaron  Vail,  [vessel,  cargo  and 
expenses]  ...  15,782  86 

Morgiana,  brig — Sustacha,  master. 

No.  3.  John  M.  Lapeyre,  [expenses,  dam- 
ages] ---  - 7,925  87 

Mosquito,  schooner — Tift,  master. 

No.  60.  Trustees  of  the  Pacific  insurance 

company  of  New  York  - 3,223  62 


American  insurance  company,  N. 
York  - - - - 

No.  81.  H.  and  D.  Cotheal 

Otter,  brig — Keating,  master. 
No.  13.  Francis  C.  Gray 
No.  12.  John  C.  Gray  and  Horace  Gray, 
executors  of  Wm.  Gray 
No.  95.  Merchants  insurance  company,  .Tos. 

Batch,  pi'esident;  Henry  Gray’s 
policy  on  cargo 

No.  96.  Massachusetts  fire  and  marine  in- 
surance company,  N.  G.  Snel- 
ling,  president;  Henry  Gray’s 
pohey  on  cargo 

No.  50.  Henry  Gray.  See  memorial,  80. 
No.  80.  To  Gilbert  Allen,  as  assignee  of  the 
whole  of  Henry  Gray’s  interest 


5,641  08 
3,741  68 

5,335  94 
23,227  31 

5,847  26 

5,847  26 
15,247  26 


Rising  Slates,  brig — Brown,  master. 

No.  89.  G.  G.  and  S.  Howland,  one-half 
award,  or  Alfred  Seton,  one- 

fourth  do.  . 869  69 

Representatives  of  Joseph  Skinner  869  69 

No.  36.  John  Peters,  ^ior^.?osfiu‘a  ^orubii, 

[cargo]  --.  6,208  21 

No.  54.  Peters,  Bond,  and  Co.  including 
captain  Crowell’s  wages,  ($686) 
vessel,  [cargo  and  expenses]  - 6,831  90 


Union,  schooner — Lawson,  master. 
No.  35.  Claim  of  the  Max-blehead  marine 
insurance  company,  [vessel]  - 
No.  46.  Albert  Thorndike,  R.  Rantoul,  and 
C.  Stephens,  trustees  of  the  Bev- 
erly marine  insurance  company, 
[vessel  and  cargo] 

Nos.  44  and  45.  Merchants’ insurance  com- 
pany of  Boston,  [cargo] 

No.  41.  Cnarle  Bradbury,  of  Boston,  attor- 
ney for  Barnabas  Hedge,  of  Ply- 
mouth, Francis  Welch,  Caleb 
Loring,  both  of  Boston,  and  John 
Bellows,  [cargo] 

No.  86.  Wm.  Oliver,  of  Dorchester,  [cargo] 
No.  42.  Benjamin  Merrill  and  Richard  S. 

Rogers,  executors  of  Aaron  W ait, 
deceased  ... 
No.  43.  Caleb  Smith,  of  Danvers,  Mass, 
[cargo] 

No.  47.  Sundry  shippers  of  Beverly,  Mass, 
[cargo]  William  Goodridge 
Nehemiah  Roundy,  for  self  and  G. 

O.  Lawson  - - - 

John  Morgan  - - - 

Wm.  Endicott,  surviving  partner  of 

txtKcv  n Lawoon 

Robert  Curry  - - - 

No.  98.  Wm.  Lawson,  of  Beverly,  [cargo] 
No.  91.  George  O.  Lawson,  of  N.  York, 
[cargo]  - 

No.  49.  J.  W.  Ward,  surviving  partner  of 
Roper  and  Ward,  [cargo] 


964  50 

4,768  50 
2,852  50 

2,386  50 
1,087  80 

285  50 

313  09 

107  00 

324  12 
100  94 

004  OO 

29  32 
63  96 

3,210  29 

408  82 


Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Spanish  Commission. 

BOOK  LETTER  A. 

“Januai-y  31,  1838. — Ordered  and  decreed  by  the 
commissioner,  that  twenty-eight  and  one-half  per  cent. 
(28  1-2)  be  added  to  the  amount  of  each  and  every  of 
the  awards  allowed  to  claimants,  making  the  total 
amount  awarded  to  said  claimants,  including  the  28  1-2 
per  cent,  additional,  the  sum  of  $599,850  28.’’ 

Approved:  LOUIS  D.  HENRY. 

Atttest:  John  I.  Mumfokd,  Secretary. 

February  16,  1838. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

Thursday,  Feb.  15. — After  the  presentation  of 
petitions  and  the  transaction  of  some  business  of 
matter  of  importance, 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
Young,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
the  names  of  those  collectors,  receivers  and  dis- 
bursers  of  the  public  money  who  have  been  re- 
ported to  congress  as  defaulters  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, with  the  circumstances,  amounts  of  deficit, 
&c. 

Mr.  Hubbard  asked  for  the  reasons  for  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Young  Stated  XLcd  of  the  groat  many  who 
had  been  reported  as  defaulters,  some,  in  his  know- 
ledge, were  really  not  defaulters.  There  might  be 
others  such,  and  he  was  desirous  that  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  should  be  fully  known,  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  all. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  legislation  is  expedient  to 
give  effect  to  the  act  of  1834,  making  a grant  of 
land  to  certain  Polish  exiles. 

Mr.  Tipton,  on  leave  introduced  a bill  to  author- 
ize a subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  stock  in  the  Jeffersonville  and  New  Albany  ca- 
nal company.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

[On  introducing  this  bill  Mr.  Tipton  said,  this 
bill  authorized  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  sell 
the  United  States  stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
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land  canal,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
instock  of  the  Jeffersonville  and  New  Albany  ca- 
nal company.  The  latter  company  was  incorpo- 
rated by  ail  act  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana;  the 
company  now  stands  in  need  ot  the  aid  ol  the  gen- 
eral government.  I do  not  (said  he)  make  an  ap- 
plication for  a direct  appropriation  of  money  from 
the  treasury,  but  to  sell  our  stock  vested  on  the 
Kentucky  side,  and  to  invest  it  in  canal  stock  on 
the  Indiana  side  of  the  Ohio.  The  stock  owned 
in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal  is  about 
$300,000  That  stock  is  profitable  stock,  yielding 
13  to  18  per  cent.  This  large  profit  is  collected 
from  the  commerce  of  the  inhabitants  ol  the  valley 
of  the  Ohio  above  the  falls.  It  surely  is  not  the  poli- 
cy of  (his  government  to  become  toll-gatherers  ot  the 
people  of  one  section  of  the  country  for  the  bene- 
fit of  another.  All  I now  ask  is  to  sell  our  stock 
on  the  Kentucky  side,  and  vest  it  in  stock  on  the 
Indiana  side,  where  a canal  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
pass  the  largest  class  of  steamDoatS  will  De  con- 
structed Everyone  acquainted  with  the  Louis- 
...  . ^ifuurfu  canal  win  admit  that  it  is  not  of 

sufficient  capacity  to  give  speedy  and  convenient 
passage  to  the  largest  class  of  vessels  that  navi- 
gate the  Ohio  river;  the  completion  of  the  Indiana 
canal  would  cheapen  the  transportation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  farmers  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  above 
the  falls.] 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, 

And  for  the  completion  of  certain  military  roads 
in  Arkansas,  were  severally  considered,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  on  cer- 
tain public  officers,  &c. — the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Rives’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  for  more  than 
two  hours,  at  large,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  op- 
position to  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Tipton  desiring  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  moved  an  adjournment,  but  the  senate 
held  a short  executive  session,  and  then  ad  journed. 

Friday,  February  16.  The  vice  president  pre- 
sented, from  the  war  department,  statements  of  all 
the  contracts  made  by  the  department  for  1837. 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  several  petitions  had  been  presented,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was  . resolved  that  after 
the  senate  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Uil  lUUlIUIl  Uf  JNI*  • 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  what  amount  has  been  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury,  or  by  the  agents  of  the  depart- 
ment from  the  governments  of  France  and  Naples,  on 
account  of  the  indemnities  due  from  these  governments, 
according  to  the  existing  treaties  between  them  and  the 
U nited  States,  specifying  each  sum  received,  whether  in 
specie  or  otherwise,  how  transferred  from  the  places 
where  received  to  the  United  States,  through  what 
agents,  at  what  expense,  and  what  were  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  each  instalment,  when  converted  into  money  of 
the  United  States.  Also,  in  what  manner  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  each  of  these  instalments  have  been  paid  over 
to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  whether  in  specie  or  in 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  or  otherwise,  at  what  dates, 
and  through  what  agents.  Also,  what  settlements  has 
been  made  with  the  government  of  France  respecting 
an  arrearage  of  the  four  first  instalments,  claimed  by  our 
government,  and  recently  allowed  >/  that  of  Fiance, 
and  how  the  same  as  well  as  the  last  instalment  now  due 
from  France,  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  United  States, 
through  what  agent?  and  upon  what  terms. 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  committee  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  bill  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives authorizing  the  agents  and  managers  of  the 
Washington  monument  society  to  erect  a monu- 
ment in  memory  of  George  Washington  on  the 
public  mall,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  committee  on  revo- 
lutionary claims  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  directing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  establishes:  u“«  district 

an  institution  rut  Hie  education  of  the  indigent 
blind. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a joint  resolution  authorizing  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  to  levy  and  collect  a tonnage  duty 
on  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  specified  ; which,  by  general  consent, 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

After  30ine  other  business,  the  following  bills 
were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steinrod.  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  who 
have  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw 
Indians  ; and  the  bill  making  appropriations  to 
complete  certain  military  roads  in  Arkansas.  The 


following  bills  were  severally  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  a third  reading:  The  bill  lor  the  relief 

of  Jean  de  Mallet.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Roberts,  Samuel  H.  Garrow,  and  J.  W. 
Symington.  The  bill  from  the  house  for  the  relief 
of  Jesse  E.  Dow.  The  bill  from  the  house  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  McCar- 
ty, deceased.  The  bill  from  the  house  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Perkins;  and  the  bill  from  the 
house  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  state 
of  Michigan,  a quarter  section  of  land,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  therein  mentioned.  The  senate  took 
up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  in  reservations  of  land  under  the  Choc- 
taw treaty,  returned  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives with  amendments,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
White,  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  qf  thwsiih- 
treasury  bin,  and  the  =aosulute  offered  by  Mr. 
Rives.  , 

Mr.  Tipton  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  as  more  objectionable  than  a state 
bank  system,  and  still  less  to  De  preferred  to  a na- 
tional bank. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  then  rcss  and  said,  he 
was  desirous  to  express  his  views  on  this  subject, 
but  the  state  of  his  health  was  such  at  this  time  as 
to  induce  him  to  ask  the  senate,  if  it  was  too  early 
to  adjourn,  to  suspend  the  proceedings  on  the  bill 
for  to-day,  and  pass  to  other  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  senate  went  info  an 
executive  session.  After  the  doors  of-lhe  senate 
were  again  opened, 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  read  the  letter  of  the  hon- 
orable Mr.  Ruggles  in  relation  (o  the  charge  of  cor- 
ruption, as  stated  in  the  last  “Register,”  page 
3S5. 

Monday,  February  19. — The  galleries  being  full, 
and  large  number  of  ladies  having  taken  seats  in  the 
chamber,  without  the  bar  of  the  senate — 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  suspend,  for  this  day,  so 
much  of  the  rules  of  the  senate  as  excludes  ladies 
from  the  lobby. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by  re- 
scinding this  portion  of  the  rules. 

Either  motion  requiring  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  senate,  or  a day’s  previous  notice,  and  objec- 
tion being  made  by  Mr.  Grundy  anti  Mr.  Wall,  the 
question  could  not  he  put,  and  the  motion  fell. 

Mr.  Linn  then  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  cta_y . 

Resolved,  That  the  front  seat  in  the  semi-circular 
galleries  he  reserved  exclusively  for  ladies. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
honorable  dames  F.  Trotter,  senator  elect  from 
Mississippi  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Black,  resigned, 
who  appeared,  took  the  usual  oath  and  his  seat. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  as  follows: 

RESOLUTIONS  FOR  THE  POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE 
SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and.  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  general 
assembly  met,  That  our  representatives  in  congress 
be  requested,  and  our  senators  instructed,  to  vote 
and  use  their  influence  for  a postponement  until 
the  next  session  of  congress,  of  the  act  introduced 
by  the  bon.  Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  commonly 
called  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  any  other  act  or  acts 
of  a similar  character,  and  that  they  vote  at  this 
session  for  no  act  of  a similar  nature;  and  that  we 
have  full  confidence  in  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  in 
the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  our  democratic 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress;  and  that 
onr  senators  are  hereby  further  instructed,  and  our 
representatives  are  requested  to  vote  for  such  a 
mode  of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  as  will  separate  as  far  as  practicable 
the  banks  from  the  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a copy  ot  the  above  resolution  to  our 
senators  and  represenatatives  in  congress. 

LEWIS  DEWART, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

J.  R.  BURDEN, 
Speaker  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  the  16th  day  of  February,  1838. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

COMMONWEATH,  HARRISBURG,  Feb.  > 

16,  1833.  ) 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  of 
the  original  resolutions  on  file  in  this  office. 

THO.  II.  BURROWES, 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Buchanan  addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  I rise  to  present  to  the  senate  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which 


I received  from  governorRitner  on  yesterday  after- 
noon, requesting  their  representatives  in  congress; 
and  instructing  their  senators,  “to  vole  and  use 
their  influence  for  a postponement,  until  the  next 
session  of  congress,  of  the  act  introduced  by  the 
hon.  Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  commonly  called 
the  sub-treasuty  bill,  or  any  other  act  or  acts  of  a 
similar  character;  and  that  they  vote  at  this  session 
(or  no  act  of  a similar  nature,”  The  legislature 
also,  by  the  same  resolution,  declared  that  they 
“have  full  confidence  in  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  in 
the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  democratic 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress;”  and  lur- 
ther  instruct  and  request  their  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives “to  vote  for  such  a mode  of  receiving, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  as  will 
separate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  the 
government.” 

I feel  confident  that,  the  ?1!l  pardon  file, 

rnnoLi- me  peculiar  position  in  which  I am 
placed,  for  making  a few  remarks  in  explanation  of 
the  comse  which  I intend  to  pursue  under  this  reso- 
lution. It  is  well  knowm,  both  to  the  senate  ai.d 
to  the  country,  that  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 

I presented  my  views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a sepa- 
ration of  the  treasury  from  all  banks,  as  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government.  My  opinion  upon  this  subject 
remains  unchanged:  nay,  it  has  been  confirmed  by 
subsequent  events  and  subsequent  reflection.  After 
a careful  examination  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
senator  from  New  York,  as  it  has  been  since  amend- 
ed, 1 think,  in  Ihe  main,  it  is  well  calculated  to 
carry  into  practice  this  principle  of  separation. 
Whilst  it  increases  executive  patronage  to  a very 
small  extent,  and  no  more  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  its  principles,  it  confers  no 
power  whatever  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
over  the  public  money,  except  that  which  he  has 
exercised  ever  since  the  origin  of  the  present  go- 
vernment: and  a provision  of  the  bill,  which  has 
never  existed  heretofore,  renders  it  impossible  that 
the  ordinary  treasury  drafts  which  are  delivered  to 
the  public  creditors  should  ever  be  used  as  currency. 
With  some  further  amendments,  which  I need  not 
now'  specify,  but  which  I had  intended  to  move,  on 
a proper  occasion,  I should  have  given  a cheerful 
support  to  this  bill.  But  I am  instructed:  and  it 
remains  for  me  to  decide  what  course  I ought  to 
pursue,  under  this  change  of  circumstances. 

Ever  since  I was  capable  of  forming  an  opinion 
upon  this  subject,  I have  believed  that  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states  had  a rigid  to  instruct 
their  senators.  In  my  opinion,  this  right  results 
from  (he  very  nature  of  our  constitution,  which  is 
a federal  compact  between  distinct  and  sovereign 
states.  It  has  ever  been  considered,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  a fundamental  article  in  Ihe  political 
creed  of  that  party  to  which  I am  proud  to  belong. 

I have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  face  of  the 
senate  and  before  the  country,  often  expressed  this 
opinion;  and  I shall  never  preach  one  doctrine  of 
political  faith,  and  practice  another.  I shall  never 
shrink  from  what  I conceive  to  be  my  duty,  be- 
cause, in  performing  it,  I may  apply  the  torture  to 
myself. 

I know  that  some  of  my  most  valued  friends  iri 
Pennsylvania,  who  hold  the  right  of  instruction  to 
be  sacred,  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  case,  I ought  to  disobey  these 
instructions.  But  do  they  not  perceive  that  if  the 
senator  can  look  behind  his  instructions,  the  right 
is  at  once  abandoned?  Under  the  pretext,  or,  if 
you  pleace,  under  the  honest  belief,  that  they  do 
not  speak  the  voice  of  the  people,  or  that  they 
have  been  corruptly  or  improperly  obtained,  a 
senator  could  always  justify  himself  to  himself  for 
disobedience.  I shall,  therefore,  not  disobey  my 
instructions.  My  only  alternative,  then,  is  either  ; 
to  obey  or  to  resign, 

Upon  questions  of  mere  expediency,  in  which  no 
constitutional  principles  are  involved,  it  ought  to 
be  a very  strong  case  to  induce  the  senator  to 
abandon  his  post.  If  every  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  senator  and  his  legislature  should  pro- 
duce this  effect,  the  right  of  instruction  itself  would 
soon  grow  into  disrepute,  and  the  senatorial  term 
cf  six  years,  as  fixed  by  the  constitution,  would 
terminate  whenever  such  a conflict  of  opinion 
should  arise. 

I can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  in  which,  on 
questions  of  mere  expediency,  an  honorable  man 
might  feel  himself  disgraced  in  even  becoming  the 
agent  to  give  the  vote  of  Lis  state.  No  person,  of! 
any  party  with  whom  I have  conversed,  considers 
the  present  to  be  such  a case;  and  I am  confirmed 
in  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject  by  the  exam- 
ple of  the  senator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy.) 

I shall,  therefore,  obey  my  instructions  honestly 
and  in  good  faith;  and,  like  him,  on  every  question 
of  proposed  amendments,  shall  give  such  a vote  as 
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a fair  and  honorable  opponent  of  the  bill  ought,  in 
my  judgment,  to  give. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that,  as  I am  not 
instructed  to  support  the  substitute  for  the  bill,  ol- 
fered  by  the  senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  I 
shall  exercise  my  own  opinion  and  vote  against  its 
adoption. 

I shall  take  leave  to  express  my  high  gratifica- 
tion at  one  clause  contained  in  the  resolution  of  in- 
struction. The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have 
shown  to  the  world  that  they  justly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  statesman  w hom  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, by  declaring  “their  lull  confidence  in 
Martin  Van  Buren.”  Such  a well-deserved  tri- 
bute to  superior  merit  might  be  considered  as  the 
incense  of  flattery,  had  it  been  offered  by  his  politi- 
“nl  friends.  The  reverse  is  the  case  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Ti,.  -^solution  containing  this  ex- 
pression ot  confidence,  on  its  n,,..i  re- 

ceived the  vote  of  every  opposition  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and,  I am  informed,  of 
the  senate,  whether  whig  or  antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Ritner,  governor.  Thus,  even 
his  very  enemies  are  made  to  praise  him.  I ought 
to  say  that  I have  not  yet  received  any  statement  of 
the  votvs  of  the  individual  senators. 

A compliment  equally  well  deserved  is  paid  by' 
the  resolution  to  the  democratic  portion  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  state  in  congress.  I heartily 
commend  the  legislature  for  expressing  full  confi- 
dence in  their  wisdom  and  intelligence.  A more 
firm,  faithful,  intelligent  and  patriotic  set  of  men 
has  never  represented  Pennsylvania. 

We  are  also  instructed,  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
resolution,  “to  vote  for  such  a mode  of  receiving, 
keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  as  will 
separate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  the 
government.”  Now  it  is  our  duty,  if  possible,  to 
reconcile  and  render  consistent  the  first  with  the 
last  clause  of  the  instruction,  and  to  give  to  each 
of  them  its  proper  weight.  My  conception  of  their 
meaning,  when  thus  fairly  construed,  is,  that  whilst 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  of  the  banks 
from  the  government  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  bill  of  the  senator  from  New  York,  or  by  any 
bill  of  a similar  nature,  yet  we  are  equally  instruct- 
ed to  support  any  other  and  different  “mode  of  re- 
ceiving, keeping,  and  disbursing  (he  public  mo- 
neys, which  w'ill  separate,  as  far  as  pracable,  the 
banks  from  the  government.”  In  short,  the  legis- 
lature are  friendly  to  such  a separation;  but  they 
are  opposed  to  its  accomplishment  in  (tie  manner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  senate.  Whe- 
ther any  other  practicable  mode  of  effecting  this 
separation  can  be  devised,  I shall  not  at  present 
pretend  to  say.  I shall  not  now  participate  in  the 
general  debate  on  this  bill,  as  I had  intended,  and 
will,  therefore,  have  ample  time  for  reflection  on 
the  subject,  and  should  I become  convinced  that 
any  mode  caQ  be  devised  of  accomplishing  the 
same  object,  different  in  its  nature  and  character 
from  this  bill,  I may  perhaps  present  it  hereafter  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  presented  the  resolufions, 
and  on  his  motion  they'  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

He  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  first 
convenient  opportunity,  after  consulting  his  col- 
league, move,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  to 
postpone  the  bill  reported  by  the  senator  from  New' 
York,  until  tile  next  session  of  congress. 

The  vice  president  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  relation  to 
the  construction  of  a harbor  at  City  West,  Indiana; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MeKean  presented  numerous  petitions  from 
sundry  residents  ol  Philadelphia  county,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  tvrtgni  presented  a .mortal  from  certain 
citizens  of  Niagara  county,  praying  the  adoption  of 
certain  measures  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  British  authorities  in  burning  the 
steamboat  Caroline:  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Young  presented  the  peti’ion  of  certain  citi- 
zens of  Illinois,  praying  the  passage  of  a pre-emp- 
I tion  law  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands:  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed, 
j Mr.  Walker  presented  a petition  of  certain  citi- 
,zen3  in  the  county  of  Coahuma,  in  the  Choctaw 
ipurcuase,  praying  tile  passage  of  a pre-emption 
jlaw:  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Norv'll  presented  a preamble  and  resolution 
from  the  state  of  Michigan,  instructing  their  sena- 
tors to  urge  upon  congress  the  immediate  abolition 
ol  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  civil  cases  corning 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States:  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary', 
md  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Norvell  also  presented  resolutions  from  the 
same  state,  for  the  passage  of  a law  exempting 
newspapers  from  postage  in  the  respective  states  in 
which  they  are  printed:  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  and  ordered  to  he 
printed. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a memorial  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  the 
rejection  of  the  sub-treasury  bill:  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  the  clerks 
ol  the  bureaus  of  the  war  department,  praying  aug- 
mentation of  their  salaries:  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petition  of  James  Baker, 
of  the  umbrella  makers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  on  that  of  Theodore  Victor,  the  latter  accom- 
panied by  a report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved , lliar  me  front  seats  on  the  circular 
gallery  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  use  of 
the  ladies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon , 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instruct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  senate  a copy  of  the  re- 
port and  map  of  the  survey  made  by  lieutenant 
Poole,  of  the  United  States  army,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  quartermaster’s  department,  of  a in i 1 i - 
road  from  Saginaw  to  Mackinaw  in  the  state  of 
Michigan. 

The  following  hills  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed: 
A bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  F.  Davis. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of1  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  McCarty,  deceased. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Perkins. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  collect  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  en- 
tering the  port  ol  Boston,  and  the  bills  granting  to 
the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  in  the  state  of  Michigan, 
the  rigtit  of  pre-emption  to  a quarter  section  of 
land. 

For  the  relief  of  John  B.  Valle. 

For  the  relief  of  William  H.  Robertson,  Samuel 
R.  Harrow,  and  J.  W.  Simonton, 

Were  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Clay  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  senate  at  large  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Calhoun — com- 
prising a history  of  the  experiments  of  the  late 
administration  on  the  currency,  and  a development 
ct  the  premeditated,  systematic,  and  mioahuviotm 
designs  of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country, 
with  a view  to  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a go- 
vernment or  treasury  bank,  which  policy  this  sub- 
treasury  bill  is  one  of  the  steps  for  carrying  out 
and  effecting. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  his  speech  at  a little  after  5 
o’clock, 

When  Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said  he  wished  to 
make  a single  remark.  He  did  not  think  proper  to 
interrupt  the  senator  from  Kentucky  while  he  was 
speaking;  but  it  was  due  to  himself  to  say,  that 
the  gentleman  had  misstated  and  perverted  almost 
every  argument  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  advanced.  He 
would  say  more:  he  intended  to  pay  his  respects  to 
that  senator  at  the  first  opportunity,  both  with  re- 
spect to  his  argument  and  his  personal  attack  on 
him;  and  when  he  did  so.  the  account  between  them 
should  be  fully  cancelled. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  that  whether  or  not  he  had  mis- 
stated or  perverted  the  argument  of  the  senator  from 
South  Carolina,  was  not  for  that  senator  to  sav. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  would  appeal  to  a less  partial  judge— 
to  the  senate.  As  to  any  intention  on  the  senator’s 
part  ot  paying,  he  was  as  ready  to  receive  as  the 
gentleman  was  to  pay.  He  sought  a contest  with 
no  man,  and  he  should  not  avoid  one  W’ith  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  knew  not  what  the 
senator  meant  by  iiia  bcIn^rcaUy  to  receive;  but  he 
would  appeal  to  ttie  senate  whether  his  remarks 
were  not  of  such  a character  as  to  demand  from  him 
what  he  said. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mien, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Lebuary  20.  The  vice  president  presented  from 
the  treasury  department,  the  report  of  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury  on  the  case  of  Ihe  late  receiver  of 
the  land  office  at  Huntsville,  Mississippi.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  resolutions  of  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill,  concurring  in  relation  to  that  bill  with  the 
resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Buchanan  yesterday. 
[Spe  the  resolutions,  page  404  ] 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  (he  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.  were  presented: 


By  Mr.  Linn:  From  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  for  a load  from  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  to  the  land  sunk  by  an  earthquake  in  or 
near  Missouri.  Referred. 

Also,  lrom  290  citizens  of  Missouri  for  a new 
land  district.  Referred. 

Also,  from  4li  residents  on  the  river  St.  Francis, 
asking  lor  another  survey  of  that  river.  Referred! 

[Messrs.  Linn  and  Sevier  made  explanatory  re- 
marks on  this  memorial,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Francis  is  ex- 
cellent for  about  200  miles  from  its  mouth  ; that  it 
is  then  interrupted  for  about  40  miles  by  rafts  and 
swamps,  on  the  land  sunk  by  an  earthquake,  which 
is  of  the  most  valuable  kind,  except  that  it  is  over- 
flown ; that  the  navigation  is  then  good  far  beyond 
that  point ; that  the  former  surveyor  examined  the 
premises  in  an  unfavorable  time,  when  the  water 
was  high  ; and  that  there  are  individuals  who  are 
now  ready  to  open  the  navigation  for  the  land  which 
may  thus  he  reclaimed,  and  which  is  now  worse 
Uiau  useless.] 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  From  a number  of  captains, 
pilots  and  others,  navigating  the  Mississippi,  Ohio! 
Monongahela  and  Allegany  rivers,  presenting  strong- 
reasons  why  Pittsburgh  should  be  made  the  site  of 
one  o/  the  western  marine  hospitals.  Referred. 

Also  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the 
completion  of  the  frigate  Raritan.  Referred.  By 
Mr.  Lumpkin  and  Mr.  Young,  lor  new  mail  routes. 
Referred.  By  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Linn,  and  Mr. 
Pierce :,  on  individual  claims.  Referred.  By  Mr! 
Prentiss : The  petition  of  Ira  Day,  praying  com- 
pensation lor  extra  service  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  for  which  the  postmaster  general  is  not 
authorized  to  make  payment.  Referred.  By  Mr. 
McKean  and  Mr.  Sicift,  against  the  admission  of 
Texas.  Laid  on  the  table.  By  Mr.  Swift,  against 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

NATIONAL  FOUNDRY. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  establish  a national  foundry, 
or  armory,  in  Ihe  west,  arsenals  in  the  state  where 
they  have  not  been  established,  and  certain  depots 
for  arms.  Read,  ordered  to  a second  reading,  and 
500  extra  copies  of  the  accompanying  report  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tipton  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to- 
morrow morning  to  tnlro  up  tbo  Cumberland  load 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tullmadge,  the  committee  on 
finance  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  allowance  for  house  rent  to  the 
officers  in  the  navy  yard  at  New  York. 

Mr.  Roane  presented  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  instructing  and  requesting  "their 
members  of  congress  to  endeavor  to  induce  con- 
gress to  refund  the  payment  that  lias  been  made 
by  that  state  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  of  the  revolution.  Referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  encourage  the  intro-’ 
Auction  and  cultivation  of  tropical  plants  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wall,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  captain  Augustus  A.  Nicholson;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  so  much  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  this 
morning,  as  relates  to  the  attempt  to  remove  Jere- 
miah Mason  from  the  presidency  of  the  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  branch  of  the  late  United 
States  bank,  be  referred  to  the  commitlee  on 
finance,  with  a view  to  their  ascertaining  and  re- 
porting the  facts  of  the  case.  The  imputation,  he 
said,  that  this  attempt  was  apolitical  movement 
was  without  sufficient  foundation.  Such,  it  was 
certain,  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  president  of 
that  branch  bank,  as  induced  his  political  oppo- 
nents to  make  an  effort  fop  fijg  removal. 

Mr.  Webster  was  understood  to  say  that  it  was 
no  more  true  that  the  bill  now  before  the  senate 
came  lrom  the  finance  committee,  or  that  the  mes- 
sage at  the  commencement  of  this  session  came 
rom  the  president  of  the  United  States,  than  that 
the  attempt  to  remove  Mr.  Mason  was  a political 
movement  entirely,  beginning  and  ending  in  po- 
litical motives.  The  whole  correspondence  on  this 
subject  was  on  the  files  of  the  senate;  and  the  po- 
litical movers  m this  business  themselves  placed  it 
on  political  grounds.  Altersome  further  reference 
othe  ci rsu instances  of  the  case,  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  had  no  desire  for  this  investiga- 
tion;  it  was  a by-gone  affair,  heretofore  discussed 
and  we  1 understood;  but  if  the  members  from  New 
Hampshire  wished  it,  he  had  no  objection-  he 
ready  lor  jt,  0 5 
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Mr.  Hubbard  reasserted  his  opinions;  and  Mr. 
Webster  rejoined;  when 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  “when  Greek  meets  Greek, 
then  comes  the  tug  of  war.”  He  did  not  intend  to 
take  any  part  in  the  high  contest  about  to  be  waged 
between  the  two  distinguished  senators.  It  was 
his  purpose  merely  to  state,  that  in  construing  the 
instructions  which  he  had  received,  he  should  be 
uided  by  the  lights  of  his  own  judgment,  and  not 
y the  construction  which  had  been  placed  upon 
them,  subsequent  to  their  passage,  by  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  which  consti- 
tuted but  one  branch  of  the  state  legislature. 

He  had  stated  yesterday,  on  presenting  his  in- 
structions that  every  member  of  the  opposition 
party  in  the  senate,  as  he  was  informed,  had  voted 
for  the  resolution.  He  knew  that  this  statement 
was  true  in  regard  to  the  house;  but,  from  Harris- 
burg papers  since  received,  he  perceived  that  the 
resolution  had  been  divided,  on  its  passage  in  the 
senate,  into  three  distinct  clauses;  and  that  six 
members  of  the  opposition  had  voted  against  that 
clause  which  expressed  full  confidence  in  Martin 
Van  Buren,  and  in  the  in(Jii;3o»oo  and  wisdom  oi 
their  democractic  senators  and  representatives. 

He  felt  it  to  be  due  both  to  himself  and  the  sen- 
ate to  make  this  correction. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  now  carried. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill,  and  the  substitute  for  it  offered  by 
Mr.  Rives. 

Mr.  Mien,  of  Ohio,  spoke  until  five  o’clock,  in 
support  of  the  bill. 

After  an  executive  session,  (moved  by  Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,) 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday  February,  21.— After  debating  a mo- 
tion to  discharge  the  committee  on  public  lands 
from  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  a pre-emption  of  the  Miami  reserve,  but 
without  deciding  the  question,  and  then  disposing 
of  sundry  petitions,  resolutions,  &c. 

The  resolution,  proposing  a committee  to  inquire 
into  the  allegation  against  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Maine, 
(as  requested  by  that  senator,)  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Webster,  and  agreed  to— having  first  been 
modified,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  so  as  to  em- 
brace an  inquiry  into  any  other  similar  charges — he 
having  been  informed  that  there  were  other  instan- 
ces of  a similar  character  alleged  against  the  sena- 
tor. The  resolution  was  also  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Norvell,  by  investing  the  committee  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  The  com- 
mittee was  then  appointed  by  ballot,  and  consists  _ol 
the  following  members:  Messrs.  White,  Davis, 
Tallmadge,  Crittenden,  and  Young. 

The  special  order  (sub-treasury  bill)  now  came 
up,  but  it  being  near  two  o’clock,  the  bill  was,  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  who  desired  to 
address  the  senate  on  it,  deferred  until  to-morrow, 
and 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
to  continue  the  Cumberlandroad,  which  wasdebat- 
ed  until  past  four  o’clock,  and  then  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday,  February  15— Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the 
house  resume  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
senate  entitled  “An  act  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations 
of  land  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830, 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians.” 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  a committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  to-tnorrow. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  remonstrated  against  occupying 
any  part  of  the  time  allotted  to  private  bills. 

Mr.  Dawson  changed  his  motion  to  a simple  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Bell  intimated  that  he  had  an  amendment, 
which  he  would  prepare  in  a few  moments,  and 
which  would  meet  the  chief  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

He  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  an 
additional  section,  as  follows: 

“ Be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act, 
or  the  act  which  this  is  intended  to  amend,  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  embrace  the  claim  of  any  Indian  or 
head  of  a Choctaw  family  who  has  remained  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834. 

Mr.  Bell  went  into  a brief  recapitulation  of  the 
history  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  14th  article,  which  gave  640  acres  of 
land  to  every  Choctaw  head  of  a family  who  resi- 
ded in  Mississippi,  and  should  signify  his  intention 
of  remaining  there,  and  should  actually  remain  for 
five  years.  Under  this  article,  many  fraudulent 
claims  had  been  set  up,  in  the  name  of  Indians  who 
had  left  the  state,  and  gone  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
but  had  been  brought  back  by  speculators,  who 


urged  them  to  present  claims,  and  went  halves  in 
the  proceeds.  15,000  of  the  nation  had  emigrated 
prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  had  done  so  since  that  time  ; hence 
the  limitation  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Dawson  objecting  to  this  limitation,  Mr. 
Bell  consented  to  modify  his  amendment,  and  struck 
out  the  limitation.  Mr.  Haynes  suggested  that  if 
the  Indians  had  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
this  article  of  the  treaty,  and  then  after  the  five 
years  gone  west,  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  be 
denied  their  land.  Mr.  Bell  said  there  could  be  at 
most  but  very  few  such  cases,  and,  if  proved,  con- 
gress could  make  a special  provision  for  them  indi- 
vidually. After  an  explanation  to  Mr.  Owens  why 
the  commissioners  were  allowed  to  change  the  place 
of  their  |?itting,  Mr.  Dawson  made  a general  at- 
tack upon  the  bill,  which  he  pressed  with  much 
determination  and  zeal,  offering  to  prove  that  its 
passage  would  subject  the  United  States  to  the 
wrongful  payment  of  ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  original  number  of  th°  ciwaaws,  anne 
time  of  the  treaty,  was  19,000:  of  these  15,000  had 
gunc  -west  uf  the  Mississippi:  and  of  those  who 
remained,  but  572  heads  of  families  had  claimed 
reservations:  yet  it  now  appeared  from  a letter  of 
the  United  States  district  attorney,  ( which  he  read,) 
that  there  was  not  less  than  16,000  Choctaws  at  this 
moment  in  the  state,  who  were  likely  to  become 
claimants  under  this  14th  article  of  the  treaty,  viz. 
2,000  heads  of  families,  estimated  to  have,  on  an  ave- 
rage, eight  children  to  a family!  Mr.  D.  went  into  the 
history  of  the  agencies  appointed  by  government, 
and  the  claims  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  to  reser- 
vations within  the  state,  and  insisted  that  a large 
portion  of  the  latter  had  been  fraudulent  in  their 
nature,  having  been  gotten  up  by  speculators  for 
their  own  private  ends. 

To  their  influence  he  traced  the  original  appoint- 
ment of  the  commission  appointed  by  congress  to 
examine  into  Choctaw  claims,  and  insisted  that  the 
evidence  it  was  now  receiving  was  all  ex  parte — in 
the  highest  degree  loose  and  vague;  and  yet,  being 
countervailed  by  no  opposite  testimony,  would  have 
to  be  allowed  by  congress  hereafter.  He  then  read 
estimates  to  show  that  the  claims  of  the  16,000 
Choctaws  and  their  children  would  require  three 
millions  of  acres  of  land  to  satisfy  them  (being 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  Choctaw  lands  relinquish- 
ed to  the  United  States)  and  at  an  estimate  of  five 
dollars  per  acre  would  amount  to  $15,000,000. — 
Three  dollars  was  the  very  lowest  average  value  of 
these  lands,  which  were  the  best  in  all  the  south- 
wecfprn  stafpQ 

Mr.  Belli  denied  the  correctness  of  the  estimated 
number  of  claimants,  which  he  read  from  a letter 
to  show  would  not  probably  exceed  800,  if  they 
amounted  to  so  many. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng  now  moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  the  day.  The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  were 
39  the  lines  47.  No  quorum  voting.  (The  mem- 
bers were  absent  listening  to  Mr.  Calhoun  in  the 
senate.)  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  an  adjournment; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demand- 
ed (and  the  members  pouring  into  their  seats)  it 
was  negatived  : Yeas  6,  nays  136. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Mr. 
Fairfield  renewed  it;  but  it  was  negatived,  and  the 
debate  continued  on  the  Choctaw  bill,  Mr.  Daw- 
son concluded  his  speech,  when  Mr.  Bell  replied, 
and,  as  the  best  answer  to  Mr.  Dawson,  called  for 
the  reading  of  a report  from  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs.  It  was  read  partly  through  by  the 
clerk.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  further  to  show  the 
incorrectness  of  the  estimated  number  of  claimants ; 
and  urged  the  fact,  that  if  there  were  some  fraudu- 
lent claimants  on  Indian  rights,  there  were  also 
pre-emption  claimants  to  keep  a sharp  look  out 
upon  them,  and  the  government  had  its  district  at- 
torney on  the  spot.  Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York, 
took  the  same  side,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  passage  of  the  bill,  as  the  commission  had 
now  but  thirteen  days  to  run. 

Mr.  Or  ary , of  Michigan,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
offered  as  an  amendment  to  that  moved  by  Mr.  Bell, 
to  confine  the  allowance  of  claims  to  such  as  had 
been  originally  presented  to  the  locating  agent  pri- 
or to  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1835. 

After  a brief  response  from  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Alabama,  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Crary,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  would  be 
easy,  from  the  written  lists  formerly  taken,  to  ascer- 
tain what  Indians  had  left  the  state,  and  to  detect 
them  if  claiming  now.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South 
Carolina,  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
but  against  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Crary’s 
amendment;  which  was  negatived.  Mr.  Beil’s 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a further  amendment  guard- 


ing against  frauds  by  the  substitution  by  the  In* 
dians  of  each  other’s  children  as  their  own,  and  in- 
curring a forfeiture  of  claims  in  all  cases  where 
this  attempt  should  be  detected.  The  amendment 
was  adopted.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its 
third  reading  ; read  a third  time,  and  passed.  And 
then  the  house  adjourned. 

Disturbances  on  the  Canada  line. 

Friday,  February  16.  As  soon  as  the  journal  had 
been  read, 

Mr.  Howard  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  this  morning  from  the  department  of 
war,  which  would  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  asking  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  communica- 
tion. And  he  had  risen  to  move  the  suspension  of 
all  other  business,  to  take  up  and  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  our  neutral  relations  with  Great  Britain.  It 
had  become  necessary  that  this  government 
interfere,  as  well  by  the  cw;l  »»  ti,e  military  power, 
for  tto  f-.vo„iiou  ot  a violation  of  those  relations 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  on  that  frontier;  and  in 
this  opinion  he  knew  the  house  would  acquiesce, 
upon  hearing  read  two  papers  which  he  would  send 
to  the  chair,  as  forming  a part  of  the  communication 
from  the  war  department  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
The  purport  of  them  was  very  interesting,  and  he 
should  move,  after  their  reading,  to  suspend  the 
rules,  so  as  to  allow  him  to  move  to  take  up  the  bill, 
already  acted  upon  by  the  senate,  and  known  as  the 
Canada  bill. 

Mr.  Harlan  objected  to  the  proposed  reading  of 
the  papers,  until  after  the  several  committees  had 
been  called  for  reports. 

Mr.  Howard  w'as  sorry  to  hear  this  objection,  and 
hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn,  so  important  was  the 
subject  which  he  proposed  to  take  up. 

Mr.  Harlan  withdrew  his  objection;  and  the  fol- 
lowing papers  were  read  by  the  clerk: 

Head  Quarters,  Niagara  Frontier, 
Buffalo,  Feb.  9,  1838. 

General:  Captain  Homans,  of  the  navy,  arrived  here 
last  night  from  Detroit,  in  four  and  a halfdays.  The 
information  he  brings  is  important  and  (perplexing. — 
The  enclosed  copy  of  a despatch,  wrote  and  mailed  en 
route,  to  general  Brady,  gives  its  general  character.  He 
adds,  that  in  passing  through  the  Black  swamp,  he 
walked  several  miles  in  company  with  lieutenant  Ottin- 
ger,  of  the  revenue  service,  and  conversed  with  indivi- 
duals of  each  straggling  party,  all  of  whom  concurred 
in  representing  the  force  to  be  about  800  men.  Indi- 
viduals who  joined  the  stage  at  lower  points,  carry  the 
number  still  higher,  the  whole  under  the  command  of 
Mi.  McCloud,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer’s  adjutant  general, 
stated  to  be  a man  of  much  energy.  The  latter  indivi- 
dual left  this  place  last  evening  to  join  these  forces.  Infor- 
mation on  which  I rely,  represents  Mr.  Van  Rensse- 
laer as  sanguine  of  making  a forward  movement  at  the 
head  of  300  or  400  men.  The  point  selected  is  proba- 
bly on  the  St.  Clair  river,  and  the  campaign  to  open  near 
old  Fort  Sinclair,  operating  in  the  direction  of  Lake 
Simcoe.  Relying  upon  the  general  accuracy  of  the  in- 
formation, viz.  that  there  is  a strong  rally  of’ the  hostile 
force,  that  their  direction  is  through  Michigan,  probably, 
or  Detroit,  that  the  quiet  which  happily  prevails  in  this 
immediate  vicinity  enabled  me  to  detach  a portion  of  the 
force,  and  that  every  regular  bayonet  is  of  importance 
to  general  Brady,  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  put 
major  Young’s  command  in  motion  for  Detroit,  for 
which  place  sixty  men,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Johnson,  accompanied  by  lieutenant  Thornton,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster,  and  assistant  surgeon  Fellows, 
will  leave  in  stages  at  five  o’clock  P.  M.  and  will  reach 
Detroit  in  six,  perhaps  four  days,  a contract  to  that  ef- 
fect having  been  made  with  the  stage  proprietor.  I am 
aware  of  the  responsibility  I assumed  in  adopting  this 
measure,  which  I trust  may  be  acceptable  to  you.  The 
theatre  of  action  is  immediately  transferred  from  this  re- 
gion,atleast  for  the  present.  Nevertheless,!  hope  you  may 
consider  it  expedient  to  push  to  this  point  all  the  dispo- 
sable force  (recruits)  now  at  New  York,  and  interme- 
diate points.  You  are  aware  of  the  nakedness  of  the 
command  in  respect  to  officers. 

Capt.  Homans  further  says,  that  he  examined  suf- 
ficiently to  satisfy  himself  that  the  wagons  referred  to  in 
his  luffpr  to  fpriPTril  T^i-a.Jy  aotuciiiy  cuniciiiiuci  cinns  cind 
ammumtiong  'the  people  on  the  route  have  freely 
given  their  arms  to  this  lawless  band,  supplied  all  their 
necessities,  and  recruits  are  joining  them  from  all  quar- 
ters. I have  considered  these  matters  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  justify  mein  sending  an  officer  by  the  stage 
of  this  evening,  to  increase  the  chances  of  overtaking 
you  at  Albany.  He  also  carries  a copy,  in  case  you 
should  have  left,  to  be  mailed  for  New  York,  and  a 
third  for  Washington,  to  your  address,  under  cover  to 
the  adjutant  general. 

I have,  &c.  &c. 

W.  J.  WORTH,  It.  col.  commanding. 

To  maj.  gen.  Scott,  &c.  Albany. 

Milan,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  5th  Feb.  1833. 

Brig.  gen.  Hugh  Brady,  commanding 

United  States  forces,  Detroit. 

General:  I feel  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  on 
my  journey  to-day  betwen  Perrysburg  and  this  place, 
we  have  passed  several  detachments  of  men,  calling 
themselves  patriots,  numbering  probably  about  250. — • 
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They  generally  agreed,  on  conversing  with  them,  that 
there  were  800  ot  them  scattered  on  the  road,  and  500 
Indians  ot'  the  Cattaraugus  tribe,  all  destined  to  rendez- 
vous at  some  place  near  Detroit  most  favorable  to  effect 
a landing  in  Canada.  We  also  passed  during  the  day 
about  20  loaded  wagons,  half  that  number  boxed  tip, 
purposely  to  resemble  pedlars’  wagons,  but  containing 
their  arms  and  accoutrements;  the  other  wagons  con- 
tained powder,  and  other  munitions,  put  up  in  pork  bar- 
rels anu  other  deceptive  cases.  These  men  had  with 
them  drums,  fites,  bugles,  and  other  instruments  of  mu- 
sic. The  Indians  we  did  not  see,  as  they,  with  other 
bands  of  the  patriots,  were  said  to  have  taken  the  lake 
road  through  Sandusky  city.  All  we  spoke  with  were 
positive  of  their  being  from  1300  to  1500  men  in  all,  and 
daily  augmenting  their  numbers  by  volunteers  from  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which  they  passed,  but  I 
question  their  being  over  400  or  500.  General  Van 
Rensselaer  was  expected  to  join  them;  also  McKenzie. 
Judging  from  their  train  of  wagons,  I should  judge  they 
had  a large  materiel  with  them. 

I remain,  sir,  with  high  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  THOMAS,  It.  U.  S.  N. 

Mr.  Howard  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  take  up  tile  bill,  as  proposed.  There  was  no 
civil  law  to  reach  the  exigency,  and  the  whole  bur- 
den of  protecting  the  relations  of  this  government 
with  Great  Britain  was  thrown  upon  the  military 
power.  This  bill  provided  for  the  exercise  ol  the  civil 
power,  in  conjunction  with  the  military,  already  in 
operation. 

The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  senate,  and  as  proposed 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  who  reported  it 
to  the  house,  to  be  amended,  was  then  taken  up  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  and  read  at  large  as  fol- 
lows: 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entided  “An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  punishment  ot  certain  crimes 

against  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 

therein  mentioned,’’  approved  twentieth  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enactedby  thesenate  and  house  of  representatives , 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled 
That  (he  several  collectors,  naval  officers,  surveyors, 
and  inspectors  of  the  customs,  the  marshals  and  depu- 
ty marshals,  of  the  United  SLates,  and  every  other  per- 
son who  may  be  specially  empowered  for  the  purpose  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  respectively,  authorized  and  required  to  seize 
every  vessel  or  vehicle  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  about  to  pass  the  frontier 
of  the  same,  for  any  place  within  any  foreign  state  or 
colony  conterminous  with  the  United  States,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  shall  render  it  probable  that 
such  vessel  or  vehicle  intended  to  be  employed  in  car- 
rying on  hostilities  against  the  citizens,  subjects,  or  pro- 
perty of  any  each  conterminous  state  or  colony  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  or  in  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  persons  carrying  on  such  hostilities, 
by  conveying  to  tiieir  assistance  men,  arms,  or  muni- 
tions of  war;  and  to  detain  every  such  vessel  or  vehicle, 
and  all  arms  and  munitions  of  war  which  may  be  found 
therein,  until  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  shall  enter  in  to 
bond  to  theU.  States, withsufficientsureties, in  double  the 
value  of  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle,  and  of  the  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  found  therein,  that  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle, 
and  the  said  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed by  such  owner  or  owners,  nor  by  any  other 
person,  with  his  or  their  consent  or  knowledge,  in  car- 
rying on  or  aiding  such  hostilities  as  above  mentioned; 
or  until  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  direct 
the  restoration  of  the  vessel,  vehicle,  or  property  so 
seized. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  several  of- 
ficers and  persons  in  the  preeeeding  section  mentioned 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  also  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  seize  all  arms  and  munitions  of  war  belonging 
to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
about  to  be  carried  across  the  frontier  of  the  U.  States, 
when  the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  the  same  are  intended  to  be  sent  to  any  place 
within  any  foreign  state  or  colony  conterminous  with 
the  United  States,  and  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  carrying 
on  hostilities  against  the  citizens,  subjects,  or  property  of 
such  conterminous  state  or  colony;  and  to  detain  the 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  so  seized,  until  the  owner 
or  owners  ilicieof  slioll  outer  into  bond  to  the  United 
States,  with  sufficient  sureties,  in  double  the  value  of 
the  said  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  that  the  same  shall 
not  be  employed  by  such  owner  or  owners,  nor  by  any 
other  person,  with  his  or  their  consent  or  knowledge,  in 
carrying  on  or  aiding  such  hostilities  as  above  mention- 
ed, or  until  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  di- 
rect the  restoration  of  the  same:  Provided.  That  nothing 
trr  this  or  the  preceding  section  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  or  interfere  with  any  trade  in  arms 
or  munitions  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels,  by  sea,  with 
any  foreign  port  or  place  whatsoever,  which  might  have 
been  lawfully  carried  on  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
before  the  passage  of  this  act,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  hereby  amended. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any  body 
of  armed  men,  who  have  been  actually  engaged  in  car- 
rying on  hostilities  against  the  citizens,  subjects,  or  pro- 
perty of  any  foreign  state  or  colony,  conterminous  with 
the  United  States,  and  with  whom  they  are  at  peace, 
shall  come  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  whilst  such  hostilities  arc  pending,  it  I 


shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  and  persons 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  they  are  hereby  respective- 
ly authorized  and  required,  to  seize  and  take  from  any 
such  body  of  armed  men,  all  weaponlsand  arms  brought 
by  them  within  the  United  States,  and  to  detain  the 
same  until  the  respective  owners  thereof  shall  enter  into 
bond  to  the  United  States,  with  sufficient  sureties,  in 
double  the  value  of  the  said  weapons  and  arms,  that 
the  same  shall  not  be  employed  by  such  owner  or  own- 
ers, nor  by  any  other  person,  with  his  or  their  consent 
or  knowledge,  in  carrying  on  or  aiding  such  hostilities, 
as  before  mentioned;  or  until  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct  the  restoration  of  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  every  person 
apprehended  and  committed  for  trial,  for  any  offence 
against  the  act  thereby  amended,  shall,  when  admitted 
to  bail  for  his  appearance,  give  such  an  additional  se- 
curity's the  judge  admitting  him  to  bail  may  require, 
not  to  violate,  nor  to  aid  in  violating,  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  hereby  amended. 

Sec.  5.  Andie  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  the 
president  the  United  States  shall  have  reason  to  believe 
that  offences  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be,  committed 
against  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended,  within 
any  judicial  district,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, to  direct  the  judge,  marshal, and  district  attorney, 
of  such  district,  to  attend  at  such  place  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  for  such  time,  as  he  may  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  more  speedy  and  convenient  arrest  and 
examination  of  persons  charged  with  the  violation  of  the 
act  hereby  amended;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
such  judge,  or  other  officer,  when  any  such  requisition 
shall  be  received  by  him,  to  attend  at  the  place,  and  for 
the  time  therein  designated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  such 
person  as  he  may  empower  for  that  purpose,  to  employ 
such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  militia,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  vio- 
lation, and  to  enforce  the  due  execution  of  this  act  and 
the  act  hereby  amended.” 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  had  reported  it  back 
to  the  house  with  the  following  proposed  amendment: 
Insert,  after  the  word  “whatsoever,”  near  the  end  of 
the  second  section,  the  following:  “other  than  ports  or 
places  within  such  conterminous  state  or  colony.” 

The  question  was  <m  concurring  in  this  amendment. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  feel  particularly  interest- 
ed in  the  passage  of  the  amendment.  The  commit- 
tee had  reported  it  as  limiting  somewhat  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill;  but  he  was  not  extremely  solici- 
tous for  its  adoption. 

The  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
on  this  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  that  committee  had  met  every 
day  for  a week  to  consider  it,  devoting  their  time  ex- 
clusively to  it.  They  went  very  fully  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  all  the  documents  and  evidence  con- 
nected with  the  neutral  relations  of  the  country;  an 
examination,  in  the  course  of  which  they  had  met 
with  difficulties  which  it  had  cost  them  no  little 
time  and  patience  to  overcome.  These  difficulties 
arose  from  a consideration  of  the  duties  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  government  in  regard  to  its  neutral  re- 
lations, so  as  not  to  disregard  in  any  degree  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  to  carry  on  his  legal  trade  with 
the  country  with  regard  to  which  those  relations  ex- 
isted. When  two  nations  are  engaged  in  war,  the 
right  of  the  people  of  a neutral  power  to  supply 
either  with  articles  of  commerce  is  always  exercised 
and  is  an  admitted  and  (indisputable  right:  and  it 
was  not  the  disposition  of  the  committee  in  any  wise 
to  abridge  or  to  retrench  the  free  exercise  of  that 
right.  Nor  was  it  the  effect  of  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  to  do  this,  excepting  in  certain  cases, 
with  the  conterminous  countries,  our  duties  in  ref- 
lation to  which,  separated  from  us  by  an  imaginary 
line,  seem  to  vary  somewhat  from  those  prescribed 
by  the  general  rule.  In  every  other  respect,  the  bill 
leaves  every  thing  as  it  is  already.  The  effect  ot 
its  provisions  is  confined  to  the  countries  which  are 
immediately  adjacent;  and  the  necessity  of  passing 
it  could  not,  as  he  conceived,  be  made  more  evident 
by  any  thing  he  could  add  in  support. 

Mr.  Howard  contended  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  no  right,  under  its  existing 
relations,  to  interfere,  in  cases  of  Civil  War, .with 
other  governments.  By  so  doing,  the  tide  of  war 
would  inevitably  roll  back  upon  our  own  country, 
and  involve  the  latter  also  in  the  contest.  The  strife 
upon  the  frontier  had  now  changed  its  direction, 
and  there  was  precisely  the  same  "cause  for  action 
now  as  while  the  exigency  existed, to  meet  which  this 
bill  was  framed.  The'whole  protection  ofthat  fron- 
tier, at  present,  was  military  authority;  and  general 
Scott  was  now  acting  there  under  an  order  of  con- 
gress authorizing  him  to  exercise  that  power.  But 
he  (Mr.  Howard)  would  freely  confess  that  for  one 
he  did  not  like  the  resort  to  the  military  arm,  when 
the  civil  could  be  used.  To  effect  a salutary  and 
efficient  conjunction  of  the  two  was  the  object  of 
this  bill,  and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  with  no  seri- 
ous objection. 

Mr . Holsey,  of  Georgia, was  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  the  bill  as  reported.  Before  the  house  pro- 


ceeded in  altering  the  relations  existing  between 
this  and  another  government,  it  was  proper,  he  con- 
ceived, to  act  cautiously,  and  with  due  deliberation. 
The  house  had  not  yet  had  time  sufficiently  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  postponed  for 
a few  days,  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  It  was  a bill 
proposing  to  interfere  with  the  export  trade  of  the 
country,  and  to  change  the  relations  of  the  two  go- 
vernments. He  was  for  proceeding  cautiously. 

The  law  of  nations  guaranties  to  countries  sustain- 
ing neutral  relations  a free  trade.  He  admitted  that 
this  government  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  broils  of  other  governments,  whether  dis- 
tant or  conterminous.  No  member  of  the  house  was 
a more  strenuous  advocate  for  that  principle.  But 
beyond  this  principle,  as  contained  in  the  bill  now 
before  the  house,  he  could  not  go  in  its  support. — 
By  that  bill,  he  contended,  the  trade  between  the 
people  of  this  an  another  government  would  be  fet- 
tered, while  the  latter  was  engaged  in  a civil  war. 
Nor  does  the  bill  confine  its  provisions  to  the  case 
of  a civil  war  or  insurrection,  arising  in  contermin- 
ous countries.  It  was  general  in  its  provisions.  It 
opened  a new  policy,  as  he  conceived,  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  government,  one  upon  which  it  had 
as  yet  never  acted,  and  one  that  he  hoped  would  ne- 
ver be  adopted.  It  proposed  a direct  and  manifest 
violation  of  the  constitution,  in  the  restriction  of 
rights  which  he  deemed  inalienable  in  the  people, 
by  imposing  a check  upon  free  trade,  and  a tax  of 
the  most  odious  character  upon  exports — rights 
guarantied  by  the  constitution,  and  guarded  even, 
hitherto,  by  the  treasure  and  the  blood  of  nations. 

The  legislation  of  this  government  must  confine 
itself,  he  contended,  to  that  acknowledged  and  com- 
mon principle  ofinternational  law — not  to  interfere 
in  the  quarrels  of  foreign  nations.  The  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  unobjectionable,  if  confined  to  the 
securing  of  the  revenue  laws  against  violation,  by 
preventing  traffic  in  contraband  articles  of  trade 
upon  the  frontier,  or  the  prevention  of  citizens  from 
engaging  in  the  broils  or  insurrections  of  the  con- 
terminous states.  Thus  limited,  he  would  go  for  it; 
as  it  now  was,  he  could  not  assent  to  it.  He  was 
opposed  to  setting  up  this  new  principle,  in  viola- 
tion of  all  former  legislation,  and  of  the  whole  course 
of  this  government’s  policy,  from  which  so  much 
benefit  had  been  derived. 

The  proper  course  to  pursue,  in  this  state  of  things 
he  conceived,  would  be  to  give  the  executive  pow- 
er to  arrest  those  actually  engaged  in  the  civil  feuds, 
revoltSj  and  insurrections,  and  to  seize  all  instru- 
ments of  war,  munitions,  &c.  actually  in  the  hands 
of  such,  whether  used  in  aid  of  the  belligerants,  or 
distant  or  conterminous  countries.  To  go  further 
than  this  were  suicidal,  and  destructive  of  the  dear- 
est rights  guarantied  to  us  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  had  risen  reluctantly 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration. He  would  propose  a substitute  for  the 
whole  bill. 

The  chair  remarked  that  it  was  not  at  that  time 
in  order  to  propose  an  amendment,  a3  that  reported 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  was  now  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  Loomis  said  that  he  should  offer  it  when  in 
order.  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  briefly  submit 
his  views  upon  the  bill,  as  it  stood  before  the  house. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  the  principle  which  seemed 
to  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  bill.  One  of  the  very 
highest  duties  of  the  government  was  to  prevent  the 
unlawful  interference  by  our  citizens  with  the  quar- 
rels of  countries  with  whom  the  government  is  at 
peace:  and  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to 
refrain  from  such  interferer.ee.  In  this  principle, 
and  in  its  general  application,  therefore,  he  fully 
agreed  with  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  for- 
eign affairs.  But  he  could  not  censentto  go  for  the 
measure  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  proposed 
by  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Loomis  reviewed  the  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  recent  disturbances  upon  the  Canada 
frontier,  and  contended  that  they  were  of  a pecu- 
liar character.  There  was  a long  line  of  frontier, 
separating  the  two  countries  from  each  other,  yet 
placing  so  narrow  a barrier  between  them  as  to 
render  it  impossible  that  local  disturbances  break- 
ing out  on  one  side  of  that  line  should  not  spread 
to  the  other.  The  inhabitants  of  the  American 
side  were  peculiarly  sensitive  on  this  point.  Their 
native  love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of 
tyranny,  were  inflamed,  very  naturally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  principles. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily  led 
to  take  a deep  interest,  if  not  an  active  part,  in 
those  struggles.  Abstractedly  taken,  he  would  do 
nothing  to  check  or  discourage  that  holy  principle 
or  to  extinguish  the  bright  spark  of  liberty  which 
burns  in  the  heart  of  every  true  American  citizen. 
Yet  something,  he  must  remember,  wzs  due  to  na- 
tional right  and  national  obligation;  and  for  the 
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preservation  of  these,  too,  he  would  do  every  thing 
possible;  but  he  insisted  upon  it  that  that  should 
be  according  to  the  well-established  principles  of 
law. 

He  deemed  the  bill  inefficient  to  answer  the  end 
it  professes  to  reach.  What  did  it  it  propose  to  do? 
To  give  to  United  States  marshals,  deputy  mar- 
shals, and  other  officers  power  to  seize,  without 
process  of  law  or  any  other  limitation  than  their 
own  individual  discretion,  any  vessel,  or  vehicle, 
suspected  of  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  bear- 
ing arms  or  munitions  of  war  into  the  contermi- 
nous country,  to  aid  in  its  civil  contests,  and  to  de- 
tain them  until  satisfactory  surety  should  be  given 
that  they  should  not  be  used.  Suppose  the  officer  in 
whom  this  extraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exercised  bis  discretion,  and,  in  execution  of 
his  power,  to  have  seized  the  property  of  a citi- 
ten:  what  does  the  latter  do?  The  bonds  are  fixed; 
it  may  be  assumed,  fairly  fixed;  the  surety  is 
found,  and  the  party  proceeds  on  his  way  over  the 
line  into  the  adjoining  country,  in  the  very  face 
and  eyes  of  the  officers  of  government.  Who  is 
to  prevent  this?  Nothing  in  this  law  gives  any 
power  of  prevention  to  anybody.  What  becomes 
of  the  bond?  It  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these  offi- 
cers; perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortune,  have  been 
put  into  the  hands  of  a district  attorney.  How  is 
he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has  been  vio- 
lated— the  bond  broken?  How  is  he  to  prove  that 
these  arms  or  munitions  of  war,  or  whatever  else 
had  been  seized  and  given  up  upon  the  bond,  have 
been  used  in  the  manner  designated?  Does  his  ju- 
risdiction extend  to  the  only  place  where  these 
facts  can  be  ascertained — beyond  the  line? 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  bill.  It  vests 
dangerous  and  unusual  powers  in  the  officers  of 
government.  This  feature  was  one  which  stamped 
the  bill  as  unconstitutional,  and  against  the  whole 
policy  of  our  laws.  It  gives  to  the  executive  vast 
discretionary  powers,  unparalelled  by  any  ever 
proposed  before  to  be  vested  in  that  branch  of  the 
government.  The  officer  is  not  only  empowered 
to  seize,  but  to  hold  the  articles  designated.  Who 
is  to  judge  of  their  value.  For  it  is  upon  an  esti- 
mate of  their  value  that  the  terms  of  the  bond  are 
to  be  predicated.  The  same  individual  who  seizes 
them!  And  he  may  fix  that  value  at  nothing,  so 
as  to  expedite  the  passage  of  the  person  whose 
property  has  been  seized  out  of  the  country;  or  he 
may  make  it  so  exorbitant  as  to  be  oppressive,  and 
to  amount  to  a forfeiture  of  the  whole.  What  was 
to  prevent  any  one  of  these  officers  from  stopping 
a citizen  riding  in  his  carriage  upon  the  frontier, — 
ay,  in  this  very  city!  and  saying  “I  arrest  this 
carriage  as  a vehicle  contemplated  by  this  bill?” 
The  presumption  is,  that  the  officer  will  do  but  his 
simple  duty;  but  the  law  throw's  a strong  tempta- 
tion in  the  way  of  the  officer  to  do  otherwise. 

But  this  bill  proposes  not  only  a violation  of  pri- 
vate rights,  but  a gross  viola‘ion  of  the  constitution. 
By  it  any  officer  may  seize  the  arms  of  another,  at 
discretion;  and  this  in  derogation  of  a light  ex- 
pressly guarantied  to  the  citizen  by  the  letter  of 
the  constitution. 

Again,  the  constitution  guaranties  to  the  citizen 
perfect  freedom  from  arrest  without  due  process  of 
law.  [See  the  4th  amendment  of  the  constitution.] 
And  this  bill  proposes  to  vest  arbitrary  pow’er  in 
the  hands  of  United  States  officers  to  violate  this 
sacred  right  also.  For,  are  not  the  seizure  and  de- 
taining of  arms,  and  the  holding  them  over  to  give 
bonds  for  their  use,  violations  ol  the  most  manifest 
characterof  these  rights.  It  could  not  be  doubted. 

By  this  bill,  moreover,  there  was  no  liability  of 
the  officer,  in  case  of  wrong  seizure  or  detention, 
as  in  all  acts  upon  the  statute  book,  in  similar 
cases. 

The  only  true  way,  Mr.  L.  contended,  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  of  the  bill  was  to  pursue  precisely 
the  same  mode  as  that  taken  in  other  cases;  as  in 
that  of  arrests  of  persons,  with  their  instruments 
and  implements,  suspected  of  intending  to  utter 
counterfeit  money.  The  presence  of  the  instru- 
ments proves  the  intention,  though  the  act  is  not 
proved,  and  the  statute  imposes  the  penalty  ac- 
cordingly. But  heie,  in  this  bill,  the  presence  of 
the  arms  or  munitions  of  war,  or  whatever  else  may 
be  seized,  does  not  prove  an  intention  to  commit 
a violation  of  any  law;  nor  is  it  made  unlawful  for 
the  citizen  to  do  that,  for  the  imputed  intention  of 
doing  which  he  is  held  to  give  bonds,  and  to  have 
his  person  and  property  seized  and  detained.  The 
bill  is  thus  wanting  in  the  first  great  principle  of 
all  penal  acts.  If  the  thing  intended  to  be  done  be 
unlawful,  the  act  should  declare  it,  with  a proper 
penalty  affixed.  It  should  declare  (in  order  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  this  subject) 
that  such  use  of  arms  was  unlawful,  and  that  the 
person  detained  had  arms,  &c.  with  intention  to 


[use  them  unlawfully,  and  the  person,  being  arrested 
on  that  ground,  would  be  arrested  by  a good  legal 
process;  and,  what  is  more  important,  there  would 
then  be  impending  over  him  the  personal  fear  of 
seizure  to  deter  him  from  taking  the  overt  step. 

Mr.  L.  found  still  more  to  which  to  object  in  the 
third  section  of  the  bill.  That  section  made  it  the 
duty  of  all  those  officers,  designated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion, to  seize  the  arms  of  any  body  of  men  who 
have  been  engaged  in  aid  of  a country  with  whom 
this  government  was  upon  friendly  footing.  He 
supposed  a case,  to  illustrate  the  application  of  this 
section.  Suppose,  said  he,  a war  should  occur  be- 
tween England  and  another  nation;  a national  ship 
of  the  latter  should  put  into  the  port  of  New  York; 
in  that  ship  is  a body  of  armed  men,  (in  the  lan- 
guage of  this  act.)  Suppose  Russia  to  be  at  war 
with  England,  and  this  a Russian  national  vessel, 
this  government  is  certainly  bound,  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  to  protect  that  vessel,  and  the  rights  of  her 
ow'ners,  while  upon  neutral  ground.  Yet  this  law 
would  make  it  the  duty  of  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers of  the  port  to  seize  that  vessel,  and  to  hold  her 
and  all  on  board,  till  bond  should  be  given  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requisitions  of  the  third  section 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  lacks  the  one  great  principle  of  all  penal 
laws:  the  cause  of  the  seizure  of  property  which 
the  bill  proposes  should  be  first  made  a penal 
offence,  before  the  seizure  under  it  can  be  consti- 
tutional. 

Mr.  L.  regretted  to  have  felt  himself  obliged  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  house  upon  this  subject; 
but  he  could  not  suffer  a measure  so  important  to 
pass  without  offering  the  view's  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed. 

Mr.  Shields , of  Tennessee,  hoped  that  more  time 
would  -be  allowed  for  the  examination  of  the  bill, 
prior  to  the  final  action  of  the  house  upon  it.  He 
moved  to  poslpone  the  consideration  of  it  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Shields  then  moved  that  it  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Filmore  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  its  reference  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  uni  in? 

The  chair  said  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  make 
the  motion;  but  that  the  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain  (as  moved  by  Mr.  Shields)  would  have 
precedence. 

Mr.  Filmore  thought  the  bill  to  be  one  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  referred  to  a committee  of 
the  whole  for  consideration.  It  was  a measure  of 
deep  interest  to  his  constituents.  Any  member 
who  would  read  the  bill  carefully,  would  see  that 
a more  dangerous  authority  to  an  individual  was 
never  given  by  any  legislative  body  than  that 
which  it  proposes  1o  vest  in  the  executive.  He 
compared  it  with  the  “alien  and  sedition  law,”  to 
which  reference  is  so  often  made  of  late,  and  in- 
sisted that  it  was  a no  less  obnoxious  measure  than 
that.  He  hoped  that  the  house  would  consent  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  and  make  it  the  special  order 
for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Shields  accepted  this  motion  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  own. 

The  chair  suggested  that  it  would  require  a vote 
of  two-thirds  in  order  to  make  il  the  special  order 
for  that  day,  as  that  would  work  a suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  there  would  be  no  more 
special  orders,  especially  such  a one  as  was  then 
proposed.  The  house  would  find  it  difficult,  when 
once  they  had  made  Ibis  the  special  order,  to  get 
up  other  important  public  business,  requiring,  as  it 
would  do,  a vote  of  two-thirds  to  effect  that  end. 
He  was  willing  to  agree  that  it  was  a most  impor- 
tant subject,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  freely  dis- 
cussed. Meantime,  however,  there  was  tile  most 
pressing  need  of  getting  through  the  appropriation 
bills,  inasmuch  as  all  the  affairs  of  the  government 
were  suffering  from  the  delays  interposed  to  the 
passage  of  those  bills. 

The  chair.  The  question  is  upon  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  cotnmittee  of  the  w'hole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Howard  could  not  see  why  the  bill  could  not 
as  well  be  discussed  in  the  house  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole.  Two  weeks  ago,  he  had  risen  in 
his  place,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
this  bill.  Gentlemen  had  had  abundant  time  to 
examine,  and  make  up  their  minds  upon  it,  and  he 
should  vote  against  any  commitment  or  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ilolsey  asked  if  it  would  then  be  in  order  to 
move  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative;  but  said  that 


the  motion  of  Mr.  Shields  would  have  precedence, 
being  a motion  to  postpone  until  a day  certain. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  thought  the  bill  should 
be  discussed  fully,  either  in  the  house,  or  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  He  was  indifferent  as  to 
which.  When,  on  another  occasion,  the  house  had 
this  subject  brought  before  them,  they  suspended 
all  other  business,  and  attended  exclusively  to  the 
discussion  of  this  topic.  Now  there  was  more 
danger,  he  though,  of  serious  results,  than  before; 
and  he  verily  believed  that,  unless  it  were  speedily 
attended  to,  it  would  be  impossible  for  this  govern-1 
ment  to  keep  out  of  a war  with  Great  Britain  another1 
month.  He  had  hoped  that  other  business  might 
have  been  attended  to  to-day,  being  one  ol  the  days 
usually  devoted  to  private  business;  but  he  was  so 
impressed  with  the  superior  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, that  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the  house 
would  determine  to  sit  until  the  bill  passed. 
[Cries  of  “Agreed!  Agreed!”]  ' 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  agreed  that  this  was  a sub- 
ject which  should  be  acted  upon  promptly.  It  was 
indeed  time  that -some  steps  were  taken  to  insure 
action  upon  it.  But  the  measure  now  proposed  he 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  execrable  proposi- 
tions, to  infringe  and  to  violate  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  people,  which  had  ever  been  brought 
before  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
now  the  duty  of  the  house  to  decide  whether  they 
will  adopt  this  measure,  or  whether  they  will  not; 
and  if  not,  to  turn  to  some  other.  Mr.  S.  wanted 
to  have  an  oppoitunity  of  fortifying  by  argument 
in  the  hearing  of  the  house,  the  position  he  had 
taken,  in  relation  to  the  bill,  of  stating  his  objec- 
tions to  it  in  full,  and  of  recording  his  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  suggested  to  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Fillmore)  to  withdraw  his  proposition  to  refer  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  The  measure, 
as  proposed,  seemed  to  excite  objections  on  all 
sides;  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs  will  doubtless  regard  the  clearly  ex- 
pressed opinions  of  the  house,  so  far  as  to  modify, 
in  some  degree,  the  bill  now  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
speedy  action  on  the  subject,  withdrew  bis  propo- 
sition’to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
He  desired  at  the  same  time,  however,  to  give  his 
views  on  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

The  chair.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Shields)  withdraw  bis  motion  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday? 

Mr.  Shields  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
would  do  so,  and  permit  the  subject  to  be  discussed 
at  once.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Whittle- 
sey) had  relinquished  his  claims  upon  this  day 
(Friday,)  and  he  hoped  that  the  others  would  follow 
the  example  and  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  ot 
an  immediate  discussion  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  that  the  minds  of  members 
must  be  by  this  time  made  up  on  all  the  leading 
merits  of  this  bill;  and  they  were  as  ready  now, 
doubtless,  as  they  could  be  on  Tuesday  next,  or  any 
other  time,  to  come  to  a conclusion  upon  it.  He 
thought  it  better  to  take  the  question  on  postpone- 
ment at  once,  (if  not  withdrawn,)  and  then  to  go 
directly  into  the  discussion. 

M r.  McKim  said  that,  viewingthe  question  as  one 
involving  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war  with 
Great  Britain,  he  must  ask  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  postponement.  Not  ordered. 

Mr.  Iiolsey  asked  if  that  was  the  proper  lime  to 
offer  his  motion  to  recommit  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  with  instructions? 

The  chair  responded  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Shields,  to  postpone,  which  was  lost. 

The  chair  then  said  that  the  question  was  u;  on 
an  amendment  pnoposed  by  the  coir  mittee  on  for- 
eign affairs  to  the  prov'BO  the  second  secilon  ot 
the  bill;  and  suggested  that  the  more  regular  and 
convenient  mode  would  be  to  take  the  question 
upon  that  amendment,  and  thus  open  the  whole  bill 
to  be  discussed  upon  its  meiits. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  debate  (the  remainder  of  which  will  be  given 
in  our  next)  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Fill- 
more, Smith,  and  others;  no  question  being  taken 
upon  it  piior  to  the  adjournment,  which  took  place 
at  4 o’clock. 

Saturday,  Feb.  17.  Immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Howard,  moved  that  the  house  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  under  discussion  yesterday, 
for  the  preservation  of  neutrality'  on  our  trontieis; 
but  several  gentlemen  expressing  a wish  to  report 
bills, 

Mr.  Howard  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  take  up 
the  bill  mentioned  at  one  o’clock. 

The  motion  involving  a suspension  ol  the  rules 
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of  the  house  required  a vute  of  two-thirds.  It  was 
agreed  to  by  such  a vote. 

A number  of  committees  then  made  reports. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a provision  in  the  5th  section  of 
tile  act  of  April  21,  1808,  concerning  public  con- 
tracts, &c.,  a statement  of  all  the  contracts  made 
by  this  department  during  the  year  1887. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
accompanied  by  275  copies  of  the  Naval  Register 
for  the  year  1833. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  bill  No.  836,  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  public  ministers  and  consuls  general,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  by  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs  to  the  last  congress,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  house  and  recommitted  to  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan , 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
to  which  bill  No.  523  was  committed,  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  MerCir, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  which  he  may  deem  it  proper 
to  communicate,  respecting  the  action  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S35,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  opening  negotiations  with  other  na- 
tions, especially  with  the  government  of  central 
America  and  New  Grenada,  with  a view  to  the 
construction,  preservation,  and  use  of  a ship  canal 
across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 

Several  other  resolutions  of  minor  importance 
Were  offered,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their  further 
progress. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolutions 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what,  further  legislation  is  required  to  ensure  a 
speedy  administration  of  justice  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  observa- 
tions on  the  present  arrangement  of  the  judicial 
districts  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  union, 
complaining  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  district 
judge,  (McKinley,)  whose  face,  he  said,  had  not 
been  seen  in  New  Orleans  since  his  appointment. 
The  present  arrangement  operated  as  a curse  on 
that  part  of  the  country,  instead  of  a blessing. 
The  people  had  not  seen  a judg°  in  their  district 
for  ten  years.  The  slate  of  things  called  for 
prompt  and  effectual  relief. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  made  some  explana- 
tions in  reply;  admitting  the  present  system  to  he 
defective,  and  hoped  it  would  be  improved;  but 
defended  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  judge 
referred  to;  repelling  the  imputation  of  wilful  neg- 
lect or  incoinpeteucy. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Garland 
and  Dir.  Thomas,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  house  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of 

The  Canada  bill: 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  to  strike  out 
from  the  fallowing  proviso,  viz.  “ Provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  or  tiie  preceding  section  .contained 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  or  interfere  with 
any  trade  in  arms  or  munitions  of  wa r, -conducted 
in  vessels  by  sea,  with  any  foreign  port  or  place 
whatsoever,  other  than  ports  and  places  within 
such  conterminous  stale  or  colony  which  might 
have  been  lawfully  carried  on  by  citizens  of  tbe 
1— 1 ni ecu  aiaics  betbre  the  passage  of  this  act,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  herebv  amended,”  the 

words  printed  in  italics,  viz.  ••  coin — -i ; 1.. 

by  sea” — 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  who  had  the  floor  from  yes- 
terday, addressed  the  house  tit  large  in  support  of 
the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  various  abjections  which 
had  been  urged  against  it,  at  the  same  time  ob- 
jecting to  certain  portions  of  tbe  phraseology  in 
the  first  and  second  sections,  which  he  conceived 
to  admit  of  such  an  interpretation  as  would  pro- 
hibit the  aid  by  our  citizens  only  to  the  colonial 
government,  and  not  to  those  who  were  resisting 
its  authority. 

Seveial  explanations  passed  b tween  him  and 
Mr.  Howard,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill  on  this  subject,  hut  Mr.  M. 
being  not  entirely  satisfied  with  them,  moved  an 
amendment,  which  would  so  alter  the  language  of 
the  bill  as  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  and  make  it 
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apply  equally  to  both  parties  in  Canada.  (The  | 
speech  and  amendment  of  Mr.  M.  will  be  given 
more  fully  hereafter.) 

Dir.  Bynum  now  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it,  temporarily,  at  the  request  of  Dir.  Howard,  who, 
observing  that  the  house  would  naturally  be  anxious 
to  know,  from  the  latest  authentic  advices,  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things  on  the  Canada  frontier,  sent 
to  the  clerk’s  table  and  asked  to  have  read  the 
two  following  letters.  Leave  being  given,  they 
were  read  as  follows: 

Head  quarters,  7th  military  pett. 

Detroit,  Feu.  11,  1838. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  large 
bodies  of  men,  unarmed,  are  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Dlonroe  and  Gibraltar,  in  this  state,  in  detached  parties; 
having,  it  is  believed,  in  their  possession  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war,  concealed  in  wagons  in  such  a manner 
as  to  escape  detection,  unless  they  are  searched,  which, 

I am  informed  by  the  district  attorney,  it  is  out  of  the 
power  of  the  civil  authorities  to  do,  under  existing  laws. 
These  forces  are,  it  is  understood,  under  the  command 
of  gen.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Mr.  McKenzie,  who  have 
assumed  fictitious  names,  and  are  assembling  prepara- 
tory to  an  invasion  of  Canada  on  the  22d  inst.,  the  day 
fixed  by  gen.  Sutherland  to  effect  a landing,  an  order 
to  that  effect  being  now  in  the  hands  of  gen.  Mason. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  highly  impor- 
tant that  some  efficient  measure  should  be  adopted  to 
maintain  our  neutral  relations  with  Great  Britain,  which 
are  about  to  be  violated,  either  by  arresting  the  officers 
and  leading  men  of  the  expedition,  or  seizing  their  arms 
and  ammunition;  neither  of  which  things  can  be  done, 

1 am  advised,  under  the  existing  laws. 

With  the  knowledge  of  these  tacts,  and  after  consult- 
ing with  the  executive  of  this  state,  I have  determined, 
believing  the  exigency  of  the  case  warrants  me  in  so 
doing,  to  send  an  express  to  Washington,  by  whom  this 
letter  will  he  delivered  to  you,  who  will  carry  despatches 
from  gov.  Mason  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
andother  civil  functionaries  in  that  city  requesting  them 
to  urge  immediate  and  speedy  action  on  the  bill  which 
has  lately  passed  the  senate,  and  which  is  now  before 
the  house  of  representatives,  clothing  our  officers  with 
more  ample  powers  than  they  now  have,  to  maintain 
our  neutrality. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  BRADY, 

Brig.  gen.  Uni'ed  States  Army. 

Brig.  gen.  R.  Jones,  adj.  gen.  U.  S.  army. 

Detroit,  Feb.  11,  1833. 

Sir:  I regret  to  inform  you  that,  contrary  to  my  most 
confident  expectations,  this  frontier  is  again  thrown  into 
a state  of  confusion  by  the  appearance  of  the  force  re- 
cently disbanded  from  “Navy  Island.”  I have  no  idea 
that  this  assemblage  of  persons  can  make  any  effective 
impression  on  the  Canadian  shore ; but  tire  fact  of  their 
appearance  is  calculated  to  keep  this  side  of  the  line  in 
a continued  ferment,  and  the  opposite  shore  in  a con- 
stant state  of  alarm  and  apprehension. 

The  pairiot  forces  (so  called)  are  at  present  scattered 
in  detached  parties,  in  different  directions,  preparatory 
to  a movement  against  the  Canadian  frontier  on  the 
22d  of  the  present  month.  Their  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  are  in  boxes,  and  are  conveyed  through  the  coun- 
try as  merchandise.  If  the  existing  law  would  permit 
the  seizure  of  these  boxes,  on  reasonable  suspicion  that 
they  contain  the  weapons  for  an  expedition  against  the 
dominions  ofa  foreign  power  at  peace  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  parties  could,  at  once,  be 
disarmed,  and  permanent  tranquillity  restored  to  the 
frontier.  With  this  view,  general  Bradu  has  determined 
to  despatch  an  express  to  Washington,  urging  the  im- 
mediate passage,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
bill  which  lias  recently  passed  the  senate  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  neutrality  with  foreign  powers.  I concur 
fully  with  the  general  in  his  views  of  the  necessity  of 
such  a law,  and  would  most  earnestly,  but  respectfully, 
suggest  that  you  should  present  such  considerations  to 
the  house  of  representatives  as  will  secure  the  immedi- 
ate passage  of  the  bill  above  referred  to,  and  that  it  be 
transmitted  to  this  frontier  without  delay. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  I have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

To  bis  excellency  M.  Van  Boren, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bynum  then  proceeded  to  remark  upon  the 

k:ii  vr~  ,i  iik>  s‘“'iCroi;»t.  iu 

of  the  debate,  and  the  entire  freedom  from  parly 
spirit  which  had  thus  far  marked  its  progress.  He 
was  happy  that  it  had  been  inet  as  a national 
question,  and  he  could  not  doubt  that  the  best  con- 
sequences would  result . He  then  proceeded  to 
remark  on  the  portion  of  the  bill  which  prohibits 
j the  trade  in  arms  arid  munitions  of  war,  and  strong- 
| ly  objected  to  a surrender  of  a right  so  important. 
He  insisted  that  it  was  not  prohibited  either  by 
our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  or  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  dwelt  with  much  earnestness  on  the  in- 
jurious consequences  which  must  follow  its  sur- 
render, as  well  tothe  manufactnringas  to  the  com- , 
mcrcial  interests  of  the  country.  lie  insisted 
strongly  on  our  right  to  sell  arms  and  munitions, 
without  inquiring  what  use  the  purchasers  intend- 
ed to  make  of  them,  and  denied  the  right  of  Great  ] 


Britain  to  pass  any  laws  prohibiting  the  sale  of  any 
articles  to  her  citizens  not  forbidden  by  the  treaty, 
lie  then  went  into  the  question  of  international 
law,  and  quoted  authorities  to  show  that  neutrals 
might  sell  munitions  of’  war  to  one  beligerent,  if 
they  did  not  refuse,  at  the  same  time,  to  sell  to  the 
other.  We  had  acted  in  this  manner  toward  Mexi- 
co and  Texas,  supplying  both  with  the  means  of 
war,  and  if  we  once  surrendered  this  right  to  Great 
Britain,  it  never  would  be  recovered  but  with  the 
utmost  difficulty.  As  to  the  lawless  acts  of  indivi- 
duals on  the  frontier,  it  would  be  time  enough  for 
the  British  government  to  make  a question  with 
ours,  respecting  them,  when  we  either  recognized 
tlie  acts  of  such  individuals,  or  refused  to  disavow 
them.  Mr.  B.,  oil  this  occasion,  spoke  with  much 
less  than  his  usual  vehemence. 

Dir.  Holsey  now  withdrew  his  motion,  to  strike 
out  the  words  “conducted  in  vessels  by  sea,”  and 
moved  the  following  amendment  in  place  of  it: 

Strike  out  of  the  proviso  to  the  second  section 
(as  above  reported)  all  the  words  after  the  word 
“trade,”  and  insert  the  following:  “By  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  to  or  with  parties  at  war,  as 
regulated  either  by  treaty  or  law  of  nations.” 

Dir.  Everett  said  however  much  he  might  be 
supposed,  from  the  section  from  which  he  came,  to 
partake  of  the  excitement  at  the  north,  he  would 
endeavor  to  guard  himself  against  its  influence  on 
the  present  occasion.  Whatever  sympathy  he  might 
feel  for  the  people  of  Canada,  higher  considerations 
must  govern  him  here.  He  desired  to  see  such  a 
bill  pass  as  would  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  neutrality, 
and  preserve  peace  on  tile  frontier.  His  views  of 
those  duties  were  somewhat  dilfierent  from  those 
expressed  by  other  gentlemen.  He  would  not  stop 
to  make  distinctions  between  the  different  grades  of 
hostilities,  whether  as  existing  between  a nation  and 
its  own  people,  in  the  form  of  insurrection  or  its  civil 
war,  or  between  independent  nations.  In  regard 
to  conterminous  nations,  to  borrow'  a word  from 
the  bill,  our  policy  should  be  a total  non-interfer- 
ence in  their  quarrels,  of  whatever  grade  or  cha- 
racter. Unless  we  adopt  and  adhere  strictly  to  this 
policy,  the  peace,  of  the  country  will  inevitably  be 
comproiTiilted.  We  must  maintain  a strict  neu- 
trality? What  duties  does  this  relation  impose? 
To  abstain  from  furnishing,  from  favor,  either 
party  with  the  ncans  of  war,  men,  vessels  of  w ar, 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war;  and  this  duty  is  binding 
on  every  one  of  its  citizens.  No  question  can 
arise  as  to  furnishing  men;  but  in  relation  to  the 
rest,  there  seems  to  have  been  some  confusion  of 
ideas.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  consider  contra- 
band trade  as  a breach  of  neutrality,  that  if  the 
laws  of  war  authorize  the  seizure  and  condemna- 
tion of  contraband  articles,  the  trade  in  those  ar- 
ticles must  therefore  be  unlawful.  The  conse- 
quence by  no  means  follows.  Tbe  furnishing  of 
military  means  of  war  is  a breach  of  neutrality 
only  w'here  (he  direct  object  is  to  aid  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other.  When  it  is 
furnished  as  aid  and  succor,  and  w hether  furnished 
by  a nation  or  one  of  its  citizens,  it  is  the  same  in 
principle.  But  this  principle  does  not  apply  to  the 
accustomed  trade  of  the  country.  Neither  the 
neutral  nation  nor  its  citizens  arc  bound  to  forbear 
an  accustomed  trade  because  other  nations  choose 
to  go  to  war;  though  such  trade  is  subject  to  the 
laws  of  war.  The  property,  if  seized,  may  be  con- 
demned, still  the  trade  contravenes  no  duty  of  neu- 
trality. Though  a vessel  may,  by  the  laws  of  war, 
be  seized  for  having  contraband  articles  on  board, 
yet  if  she  succeed  in  her  voyage,  it  gives  the  be- 
ligerent no  cause  of  complaint  for  a breach  of  neu- 
trality. 

What,  then,  is  the  object  of  the  bili  before  us? 
What  should  it  be?  What  is  the  deficiency  in  Ihe 
present  law?  What  is  necessary  to  he  supplied? 
The  act  of  1818  makes  it  unlawful  to  acccept  a 
commission  in  foreign  service;  to  enlist  men;  to  fit 
out  ships  of  war;  and  to  set  on  foot  or  provide  the 
means  ofa  military  expedition  “against  tile  ivi- 
rmiry  or  dominion  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state, 
or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom 
the  United  States  are  at  peace.”  This  act  punishes 
the  offence  when  committed,  but  does  not  prevent 
their  commission.  And  this  is,  or  ought  to  he  the 
bill:  to  prevent  vessels  of  war,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion being  furnished  from  the  United  States  as  a 
direct  aid  to  either  of  the  hostile  parties. 

Mr.  E. said  he  had  examined  this  bill;  itpromis- 
ed  much,  but  would  perform  nothing.  It  was 
strong  in  words,  but  powerless  in  effect.  It  pro- 
vides only  against,  acts  of  our  own  citizens.  But 
who  are  now.  and  who,  should  (his  act  pass, 

, will  purchase  and  collect  arms  to  he  carried  to 
Canada?  Not  our  citizens,  but  foreigners. — 
There  will  not  be  a single  case  within  the  act. 
What,  sir,  is  the  case  stated  in  the  letters  read? 
That  boxes  of  arms  are  now  being  earned  through 
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Detroit  to  the  men  collecting  on  the  St.  Clair  for 
the  invasion  of  Canada?  Whose  property  are  these 
arms?  Do  they  belong  to  American  citizens? 
Seize  them,  under  this  bill, 'and  you  "will  find  the 
bills  of  purchase  are  in  the  names  of  Van  Rensse- 
lear  or  McKenzie.  But,  sir,  suppose  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  should  collect  arms,  and  you  should 
seize  them,  and  keep  them  until  he  should  give 
bond.  What  bond?  A bond  conditioned  that  you 
should  prove  that  the  arms  were  not  thereafter 
used  in  Canada  to  aid  hostilities  there.  How  could 
you  prove  it?  Your  seizing  process  might  detain 
him  a few  hours,  and  this  is  the  sum  total  of  the 
bill. 

If  any  law  was  passed,  he  desired  it  should  be 
effectual  to  prevent  the  evil,  without  giving  up 
any  right.  And  he  would  do  it  without  regard  to 
the  question  of  neutrality — as  a necessary  means 
of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  frontier. 

All  that  seemed  necessary  was  to  make  provi 
sion  for  the  forfeiture  and  seizure  of  the  armed  ves- 
sels, arms,  and  munitions  of  war.  Let  them  be 
forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  you  will  have  a 
law  that  will  execute  itself.  There  is  no  need  of 
the  extraordinary  powers  proposed  in  the  bill.  The 
officers  of  the  customs  are  sufficient;  their  powers 
are  ample;  their  numbers  may  be  increased  at 
pleasure.  When  the  public  mind  is  excited,  bills  of 
pains  and  penalties  are  useless,  more  than  useless; 
they  cannot  be  executed. 

The  amendment  which  he  asked  to  have  read,  he 
said,  was  intended  to  meet  the  case,  and  to  go  no 
further.  It  proposes  that  when  hostilities  exist- 
ed in  an  adjacent  state,  all  vessels  of  war,  arms, 
and  munitions  fitted  out  or  purchased,  or  collected 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  such  hostilities, 
should  be  forfeited,  and  proceeded  against  as  goods 
forfeited  under  the  revenue  laws.  It  further  pro- 
vided that  the  president  should,  by  proclamation, 
declare  the  fact,  that  hostilities  existed,  as  notice 
to  all  persons,  before  any  seizure  should  be  made. 
This  amendment,  with  the  existing  laws,  would,  iu 
his  opinion,  fulfil  all  our  duties  as  a neutral  nation, 
and,  as  far  as  laws  could  do  it,  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontier. 

But  that  the  usual  course  of  business  should  not 
be  interrupted,  that  no  right  should  be  yielded,  he 
had  added  a proviso  that  nothing  in  the  act  should 
be  construed  to  interfere  with  our  accustomed  trade 
with  foreign  nations 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  suggested  an 
objection  to  the  bill,  which  appeared  to  him  in- 
superable. He  held  it  to  be  a matter  both  of  honor 
and  duty,  (and  in  our  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions these  were  ever  identical,)  that  we  should 
maintain  our  neutrality  in  the  most  punctilious 
manner,  and  he  would  not  have  the  nation  stop  to 
make  a treaty,  orto  ask  pay  before  itdid  that  which 
honor  required.  But  while  he  approved  Jhe  gene- 
ral object  of  the  bill,  and  was  very  desirous  itshould 
pass,’ he  could  not  vote  for  it  in  its  present  form, 
because,  as  he  had  last  evening  intimated,  its  pro- 
visions W'ere  directly  contrary  to  the  4th  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  which  secured  the  people 
of  the  United  States  from  unreasonable  seizures  of 
their  persons  and  property,  and  which  Mr.  T . quot- 
ed as  follows: 

“The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers,  and  effects  against  unreasonable 
searches  anil  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated;  and  no 
warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  support- 
ed  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing 
the  place  to  be  searched*  and  the  persons  or  tilings  to 
be  seized.” 

Now  (said  Mr.  T.)  this  bill  did  authorize  seiz- 
ures, not  under  due  course  of  law,  nor  by  the  exe- 
cutive alone,  but  at  the  mere  discretion  of  an  inde- 
finate  number  of  subordinate  officers  whom  he 
might  oppoint.  This  was  far  too  high  and  danger- 
ous a power  to  be  entrusted  in  such  hands.  It  was 
a power  utterly  at  war  with  all  public  liberty,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  not  such  as  to 
warrant  it.  Mr.  T.  knew  something  of  the  history 
of  the  contests  fur  human  liberty,  and  this  very  im- 
munity from  seizures  had  always  fuimod  a oo««r; 
cuous  feature  in  the  struggles  against  liberty.  Al- 
most all  the  charters  which  had  been  wrested  from 
oppressive  monarchs  contained  guaranties  on  this 
subject.  Yet  here  the  whole  tremendous  powrnr 
was,  without  ceremonj’,  committed  to  the  hands  ol 
a host  of  petty  officers.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
power  would  be  monstrously  abused,  for  all  these 
officers  wielded  it  at  their  personal  discretion.  No 
seizure  should  be  permitted  that  was  not  based  on 
a previous  oath  or  affirmation  taken  before  a judi- 
cial officer.  Such  a requirement  was  reasonable 
and  easily  complied  with.  But  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bill  authorized  an  unnecessary,  wanton  violation  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  president  was  authorized 
to  enforce  it  by  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
country.  The  embargo  law  had  been  quoted  as  a 1 


precedent,  but  that  law  was  held  at  the  time,  and 
still  thought  with  reason,  to  have  been  of  very 
doubtful  constitutionality.  At  all  events,  there  ex- 
isted no  such  public  exigency  as  had  led  to  its 
enactment.  M.  T.  saw  no  other  objection  to  the 
bill  but  this  alone. 

Mr.  Filmore  now  obtained  the  floor,  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  a general  wish,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, but  temporarily  withdrew  it,  to  accommodate 
gentlemen  who  had  amendments  to  the  bill,  which 
they  intended  hereafter  to  present,  and  which  they 
were  desirous  in  the  meantime  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  Everett,  Mr.  Whittlesey,  and  Mr.  Mams, 
proposed  amendments,  which  were  severally  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Loomis  modified  the  amendment  he  had 
offered. 

The  reprinting  of  the  bill,  together  with  all  the 
amendments  proposed,  was  then  ordered. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  19.  Mr.  Howard,  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  said  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  that  the  house  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  neutrality  bill,  w'hich  vvas  under  discussion 
when  the  house  adjourned  on  Saturday. 

It  being  objected  to,  Mr.  Howard  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows— Yeas  93,  nays  54.  So  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  the  motion  designed  by  Mr. 
Howard  could  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  all 
the  amendments,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs; 
as  there  was  a prospect  that  the  committee  would 
agree  on  such  a modification  of  the  bill  as  would  be 
generally  acceptable  to  the  house. 

Before  putting  the  question  on  this  motion,  Mr. 
Everett  modified  his  amendment  somewhat. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  and 
amendments  recommitted  accordingly. 

The  states  were  now,  under  the  recent  rule,  call- 
ed on  in  succession  for  resolutions;  when  resolu- 
tions, in  number  one  hundred  and  ten,  were  offered, 
among  which  were  the  following: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  law  “for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,”  passed 
on  the  2d  day  of  March,  18.31,  to  all  causes  of  the  de- 
nomination provided  for  in  said  act,  that  have  arisen, 
or  shall  arise  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  house — 

1st.  The  amount  of  balance  against  all  banks 
which  have  been  used  as  public  depositories,  that  is 
not  secured  or  will  probably  be  lost,  adding  thereto 
the  estimated  loss  that  has  accrued  by  taking  on 
public  account  depreciated  bank  notes. 

2d.  The  amount  of  balances  against  all  kinds  of 
collecting  officers,  which  has  not  been  secured,  and 
will  probablv  be  lost. 

3d.  The  amount  of  losses  which  have  accrued 
through  failures  in  payment  of  duty  bonds. 

Mr.  Adams  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  just  claims  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  government  of  the  Mex- 
ican Republic  for  indemnity  for  injuries  upon  their 
persons  or  property,  committed  by  officers  or  other 
persons  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican 
confederation, ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  or  abandoned 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  relations  between 
these  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic  can- 
not justify  the  United  States,  on  any  principle  of  in- 
ternational law,  in  resorting  to  any  measure  of  hos- 
tility against  the  Mexican  government  or  people. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  state  of  tfie  relations 
between  these  United  States  and  Mexico,  nothing 
has  occurred  which  can  justify  the  continued  sus- 
pension of  amicable  negotiations  between  them. 
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be  requested  to  resume  amicable  negotiations  with 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  confederation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreigners  as  to  require  a longer  term  of  re- 
sidence in  the  United  States  previous  to  their  ad- 
mission to  the  rights  of  American  citizenship,  and 
greater  checks  and  securities  against  frauds  in  the 
means  of  process  of  obtaining  naturalization. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  consider  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  against  the  introduction  into  the 
United  States  of  vagrants  and  paupers  deported 
from  foreign  countries,  for  whom  no  place  of  resi- 


dence and  means  of  employment  and  certain  sup- 
port for  a reasonable  time  after  their  arrival  have 
been  previously  prepared,  and  by  requiring  that  the 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels  by  whom  such  per- 
sons shall  be  brought  into  the  country  snail  be  held 
liable  for  their  relief,  if  left  in  distress  upon  their  be- 
ing landed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vt., 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  fawr  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  cases  where  an  incorporation  is  a 
party. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holt, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  the  clerks  in  the  post  office 
department  the  same  per  centum  upon  theirsalaries 
that  was  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  by  the  appropriation  act 
of  the  last  session  of  the  24th  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  De  Graff, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  law  of  July  4,  1836,  granting  pensions  to 
widows,  as  to  embrace  within  its  provisions  those 
who  have  become  widows  subsequent  to  July  4, 
1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  to  the  several  persons  provided  for 
in  the  act  of  June  ,7,  1832,  “allowing  pensions  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers,”  a pension  for  six 
months’  service,  if  his  name  shall  be  found  upon  the 
rolls  of  those  who  served  in  said  war,  without  any 
other  evidence  of  service;  and  that  said  committee 
be  instructed  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a pension  to  all  widows  of  said  persons 
whose  intermarriage  took  place  previous  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  negotiated  at  Paris,  and  concluded  on  the 
3d  September,  1783;  and  that  said  committee  be 
instructed  further  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  said  widow’  to  establish  the  fact  of  such 
intermarriage  by  such  proof  as  would  be  admissible 
in  the  prosecution  of  a civil  right  in  a court  of  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Grant  submitted  the  following  resolution,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Bronson,  who  w'as  confined  to 
his  room  by  indisposition,  and  it  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  house  the  following  inform- 
ation, viz. 

1.  How  many  volunteers  and  militia  have  been 
mustered  into,  or  employed  in,  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  last  six  years,  and  number 
of  mounted  men. 

3.  When,  w here,  and  for  w hat  purpose,  such  vol- 
unteers or  militia  were  employed  or  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  length  of 
time  they  continued  in  such  service. 

3.  The  difference  in  the  expense,  ifany  there  has 
been,  between  the  employment  of  such  volunteers 
or  militia,  and  the  troops  of  the  regular  army;  and 
generally  the  estimated  difference  of  expense  be- 
tween the  employment  and  maintenance  of  regular 
troops  and  militia  or  volunteers. 

Mr.  Loomis  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which,  by  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  furnish 
to  this  house  an  estimate  showing,  as  near  as  he 
can  ascertain — 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  free  parcels  estimated  by  weight. 

2.  What  proportion  consists  of  free  parcels  esti- 
mated by  amount  of  postage  on  parcels  that  pay 
postage,  and  accounting  all  printed  documents  at 
pamphlet  postage. 

3.  What  would  be  the  proportion  of  the  amount 
of  postages  to  be  paid  by  the  government  in  case  all 
free  parcels  were  charged  to  government  at  the  same 
rate  that  printed  parcels  pay. 

4.  To  how  lowT  a rate  the  tariff  of  postage  can  be 

_„.i 1.  „..„tdiri  me  department,  in  case  all 

parcels  conveyed  in  the  mail  were  chargeable  w ith 
postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  the  following  was  agreed 
to: 

Whereas,  the  great  mass  of  both  public  and  pri- 
vate business,  demanding  the  attention  of  congress 
for  a few  years  past  have  far  exceeded  what  could 
be  reasonably  attended  to  and  passed  upon,  and  at 
the  present  session  it  appears  tohave  vastly  increas. 
ed,  w'hich  renders  it  imperative  that  some  mode 
should  be  employed  with  relation  to  a portion  of 
that  business  at  least,  that  more  prompt  and  definite 
action  may  be  had  thereon. 

Whereas,  the  delay  and  expense  attending  the 
present  mode  of  settling  and  adjusting  private  claims 
it  is  believed  can  be  advantageously  remedied  by 
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constituting  a board  of  commissioners  for  that  pur- 
pose, consisting  of  ttiree  or  five  competent  persons, 
whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  examine,  adjudicate,  and 
pass  upon  all  private  claims  against  the  government 
with  the  least  possible  delay;  whose  determination 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  who  shall  be  al- 
lowed a reasonable  compensation  for  their  services. 
Therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the' committee  of  claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing by  law  a board  of  commissioners  for  the  adjust- 
ment and  final  settlement  of  all  private  claims 
against  the  government. 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  so  altering  or  amending  the  existing  laws 
as  more  effectually  to  suppress  gambling  and  gam- 
bling houses  within  the  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Virginia,  addressed  to  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  that  commonwealth  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  herewith  presented 
to  the  house,  be  referred  to  the  same  committee  of 
the  whole  to  which  No.  546  was  committed,  and  also 
to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  in- 
Btructed  to  report  to  this  house— 

1st.  The  names,  class,  and  number  of  vessels  that 
have  been  built  or  selected  for  the  exploring  expe- 
dition; what  number,  if  any,  have  been  selected  or 
built  that  have  been  abandoned;  by  whom  selected 
or  built,  and  the  causes  why  they  have  been  reject- 
ed, and  upon  whose  recommendation. 

2d.  The  number  of  officers  and  persons  appoint- 
ed to  said  service,  with  their  names,  rank,  pay,  dates 
of  appointment,  and  the  duties  of  those  not  ordina- 
rily attached  to  a marine  corps. 

3d.  The  amount  already  appropriated  for  said 
service;  the  amount  expended,  with  a statement  of 
what  will  be  the  probable  amount  yet  required  be- 
fore sailing;  the  amount  that  will  be  required  an- 
nually to  support  said  expedition  while  out. 

4th.  A copy  of  the  orders  under  which  the  squad- 
ron is  to  sail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  receding,  under  proper  restrictions  and  re- 
servations, with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  this 
district,  and  of  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
the  said  district  to  the  said  states. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  relative  cost 
attending  the  enlistment,  clothing,  equipment,  and 
maintenance,  including  the  transportation  for  a 
•given  distance  of  mounted  men  or  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pulton  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  viz. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  removing  execu- 
tive officers  is  vested  in  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  power  was  conferred  to 
enable  the  executive  “to  take  care  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed,’-  and  cannot  be  exercised 
arbitrarily  or  capriciously,  without  an  abuse  of  pow- 
er, tyranieal  in  its  operation,  corrupting  in  its  ten- 
dency, and  converting  a remedy  for  unworthiness 
and  misconduct  into  a terrible  engine  of  executive 
power. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  executive 
department  has  increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
ought  to  be  restricted  and  diminished  so  far  as  is 
compatible  with  a safe  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
laws. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  represen- 

tati  ves  of  the  people  to  examine  into  all  abuses  and 
usm  which  may  be  apprehended  to  exist  in 

any  of  the  executive  departments,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  corrected  and  prevented,  if  possible,  by  le 
gislation;  and,  in  flagrant  and  wanton  cases,  expos- 
ed and  punished. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  appointment  and 
removal  from  office,  vested  in  the  executive,  may 
be  greatly  abused,  and  its  exercise  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  watched  and  strictly  guarded,  so  as,  if  possi- 
ble, “to  prevent  the  power  and  patronage  of  the 
executive  from  being  brought  into  conflict  with  the 
freedom  and  purity  of  elections.” 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple in  this  house  have  a right  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  for  which  any  executive  officer  has  been  dis- 
missed from  office  by  the  executive. 

7.  Resolved,  That,  in  prosecuting  such  inquiry, 
the  house  of  representatives  has  a right  to  call  for 
and  have  furnished  to  it  all  official  documents,  pa- 
pers, and  letters  relating  to  the  removal  of  such  of- 


ficer, which  may  be  on  file  among  the  records  of  any 
of  the  executive  departments. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of — ‘mem- 
bers be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire 
whether  any  “honest,  capable,  and  faithful”  officers 
have  been  dismissed  from  office,  not  on  grounds  of 
error,  negligence,  incapacity,  misconduct,  or  unfit- 
ness: and,  also,  to  consider  and  report  whether  any 
and  what  restrictions  can  be  imposed  by  law  upon 
executive  patronage,  so  as  more  effectually  to  guaid 
against  abuse  and  corruption  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  removal  from  and  appointment  to  office. 

The  following  was  ottered  by  Mr.  McKay,  and  laid 
on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Resolved , That  a select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
minting  for  congress  and  the  executive  departments 
ias  been  executed;  whether  it  has  been  done  con- 
formably to  law,  whether  any  and  what  change  can 
be  made  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  good,  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elmore, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house,  (as  far  as  the  same 
is  practicable  from  official  documents,  and.  where 
they  are  deficient,  from  the  most  authentic  sources 
of  information  in  his  power,)  statements  exhibiting 
the  annual  value  of  the  exports  of  each  state  before 
and  since  the  declaration  of  independence;  show- 
ing what  amount  was  of  domestic  and  what  of 
foreign  growth  and  manufacture;  the  annual  value 
of  imports  into  each  state  during  the  same  period  ; 
the  amount  of  duties  chargeable  each  year  on  said 
imports,  and  the  amount  actually  collected;  the 
amount  of  such  imports  liable  to  duty,  and  what 
was  duty  free;  the  amount  of  drawbacks  paid  an- 
nually in  each  state,  and  on  what  articles;  and, 
also,  wffiat  was  the  average  of  the  rate  of  duties  in 
each  of  said  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  that  hereafter  the  officers  who  may 
be  engaged  in  selling  the  public  lands  shall  not  be 
engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  sale  or 
purchase  thereof,  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Tennessee, 

Resolved,  That  document  No.  34,  nowon  the  files 
of  this  house,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims, 
and  that  said  committee  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  paying  the  companies  of  Tennessee  volunteers 
therein  mentioned,  and  such  other  company  or 
companies  of  infantry  or  mounted  men  and  volun- 
teers as  organized  and  equipped  themselves  for  the 
Creek  and  Florida  campaigns  in  the  year  1836,  who 
were  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Bell  submitted  the  following,  and  debate  aris- 
ing thereon,  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and.  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  .America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, (two-thirds  of  the  house  concurring)  That  the 
following  amendment  to  the  constitution  be  pro- 
posed to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  Slates,  which 
when  notified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of 
the  states,  shall  be  voted,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  part  of  the  constitution,  to  wit: 

“ No  person  who  shall  have  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  “United  Stales  shall  be  again  eligible  (o 
that  office.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bond, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
who  are  already  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  certain  appropriations  of  said 
land  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  state  line 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending such  appropriation  to  all  other  American 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  that  war, 
so  as  fo  equalize  the  bounty  of  each;  and  if  any  rea- 
son for  discriminating  in  favor  of  those  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  exists,  that  the  same  be 
reported  to  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn . - 

liesolved.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  house  with  all  the  infor- 
mation in  his  possession  as  to  the  manner  of  renew- 
ing the  bonds  riven  for  duties  under  the  act  of  last 
session,  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of 
districts  attorneys  in  certain  cases;”  by  what  of- 
ficers the  same  have  been  renewed;  what  fees  have 
been  charged  by  district  attorneys  on  bonds  which 
were  renewed,  by  the  respective  collectors  under 
the  above  act,  and  upon  which  no  suit  had  been 
commenced;  and  what  fees,  if  any,  have  been  so 
charged,  and  by  what  law  or  authority  the  same 
have  been  charged,  together  wilh  a copy  of  all  in- 
structions given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
upon  the  subject  to  collectors,  attorneys,  or  others. 

Mr.  Lewis  submitted  the  following  resolution,  and 
the  rule  which  required  it  to  lie  upon  the  table  one 


day  being  suspended,  it  was  read,  considered,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives copies  of  the  following  papers: 

1st.  A copy  of  a certain  contract  made  between 
general  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  certain  Creek  Indian 
chiefs,  and  Jame3  C.  Watson  & Co. 

2d.  Copies  of  all  letters  addressed  to,  or  transfer- 
red from  the  war  department,  to  any  official  or 
other  persons,  concerning  said  contract. 

3d.  Copies  of  the  legal  opinions  of  Messrs.  Craw- 
ford and  Balch,  commissioners  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  frauds  practised  upon  the  Creeks  in  the  sale 
of  their  reserves,  upon  said  contract,  together  with 
copies  of  the  evidence  before  them  and  arguments 
of  counsel. 

4th.  A copy  of  the  ratification  of  said  contract  by 
the  executive,  and  of  any  papers  purporting  to  be 
the  assent  of  the  creek  reserves  to  said  contract  of 
said  Jesup,  Creek  chiefs,  and  said  Watson  and 
others. 

5th.  Also,  a copy  of  any  other  contract  made  for 
Cheek  reservations,  by  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation; 
purporting  to  be  on  behalf  of  their  people,  since  the 
month  of  August,  1836,  and  on  file  in  the  war  de- 
partment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  volunteers  when  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Also,  granting  a quantity  of  land  in  proportion  lo 
rank  to  each  officer  and  soldier  who  has  served  for 
twelve  months  during  the  present  war  with  the  Se- 
minole Indians  in  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Downing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territory  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  author- 
izing the  territory  of  Florida  to  take  the  census  and 
to  adopt  a constitution,  preparatory  to  an  introduc- 
tion into  the  Union. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  by  leave,  moved  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  of  every  congress  of  the  United  States,  every 
person  claiming  a seat  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives shall,  before  taking  his  seat,  furnish  the  clerk 
of  the  house  the  credential  authenticating  his  elec- 
tion as  a member  of  the  bouse;  and  in  calling  over 
the  roll  of  members  appearing  to  take  their  seats, 
the  clerk  of  the  preceeding  house  shall  not  include 
in  the  call  any  person  who  appears  without  produc- 
ing his  credential. 

Debates  arising  on  the  said  resolution,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

By  Dromgoole,  of  Virginia: 

Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  president. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled., (two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring.)  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  three  fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion: 

“The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
states,  on  such  day  as  congress  shall  determine,  and 
vote  for  president  and  vice  president,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  twelfth  article  of  amendments  to 
the  constitution.  In  addition  to  the  iists  required 
by  the  said  twelfth  article  of  amendments,  the 
electors  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  vo- 
ted for  as  president,  and  of  the  number  of  votes 
for  each;  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify, 
and  transmit,  sealed,  to  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  United  States,  directed  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  or,  if  there  is  no  president,  to  the 
person  exercising  the  powers  of  said  office,  within 
days,  to  be  opened  and  examined  by  him. 
If  it  shall  appear,  upon  examination,  that  no  per- 
son has  received  a majority  of  the  votes  oftlie  elec- 
tors appointed,  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  person  exercising  the  powers  of  said  office, 
shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation  and  by  notifications 
to  the  executive  of  each  state,  publish  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  each  person  as  president. 
Whereupon,  the  said  electors,  or  such  others  as 
may  be  appointed  in  their  stead  by  each  or  any  of 
the  states,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  there- 
of may  direct,  shall  meet  on  such  day  succeeding 
the  first  meeting  as  congress  shall  determine,  and 
vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons  having  Ihe  highest 
numbers  on  the  lists  of  those  \ oted  for  as  presi- 
dent at  the  said  meeting.  Or  if  it  should  happen 
that  more  than  two  persons  shall  have  received  the 
highest,  and  also  equal,  numbers  of  votes,  the  said 
electors  shall  vote  forone  of  them  as  president.  Or 
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if  it  should  happen  that  one  person  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  highest  number,  and  not  a majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes,  and  two  or  more  per- 
sons shall  have  received  the  next  highest,  and  also 
equal,  numbers  of  votes,  the  said  electors  shall 
vote  either  for  the  persons  having  the  highest  num- 
ber, or  for  one  of  those  having  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes  as  president. 

“The  electors  at  the  said  second  meeting,  should 
it  take  place,  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons 
voted  for  as  president,  and  of  the  number  of  votes 
for  each;  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify, 
anrl  transmit,  sealed,  to  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  United  States,  directed  to  the  president  of  the 
senate.  The  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  rcpresentives, 
open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  given  by 
the  electors  at  their  first  meeting  shall  be  counted, 
and  also  the  votes  given  by  the  electors  at  their 
second  meeting,  should  such  second  meeting  have 
taken  place;  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  has 
been  duly  elected  president  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  constitution,  by  the  electors  at  their 
first  meeting,  such  person  shall  be  the  president;  if 
not,  and  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  shall  have 
received  the  greatest  number,  and  also  a majority, 
of  the  votes  of  the  electors  at  their  second  meeting, 
such  person  shall  be  the  president;  but  if  it  shall 
happen  that  no  person  is  duly  elected  president  of 
the  United  States,  either  at  the  first  orsecond  meet- 
ing of  the  electors,  then  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  shall  immediately,  bv  ballot,  each 
member  of  both  houses  giving  one  vote,  proceed  to 
elect  a president  of  the  United  States  from  the  per- 
sons duly  voted  for  at  the  second  meeting  of  the 
electors.  The  said  joint  meeting  shall  consist  of 
at  least  a majority  of  the  members  of  each  house, 
and  a majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  pre- 
sent at  the  said  joint  meeting  shall  be  necessary  lo 
a choice  of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  But 
if  no  person  shali  receive  such  majority  on  the  first, 
or  on  a second,  ballot,  then  a plurality  of  the  said 
votes  shall  decide  the  election.” 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of 
the  union. 

Several  resolutions  were  olfered  which  seemed 
likely  to  excite  debate;  these,  under  the  rule,  were 
immediately  laid  over  to  another  day. 

The  states  having  been  called  through,  and  each 
member  allowed  to  present  one  resolution  only,  ora 
series  on  one  subject,  it  was  moved  that  the  call  be 
repeated,  in  inverse  order,  forthe  remaining  resolu- 
tions; but  the  motion  failed;  and,  after  the  presen- 
tation of  "a  few  resolutions,  by  leave,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  February  20.  The  clerk  being  about  lo 
read  the  journal,  as  usual, 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  expressed  tiie 
hope  that  the  reading  of  that  part  of  the  journal  of 
yesterday  which  consists  of  a record  of  the  resolu- 
tions, then  so  numerously  olfered,  be  dispensed 
with. 

The  speaker,  remarking  that  the  journal  of  yes- 
terday comprised  forty-four  pages,  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey  was  adopted  nem.  dis. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  called  for,  when 
the  following,  among  others,  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  of  naval  af- 
fairs: Bills  for  reducing  under  one  head  of  appro- 
priation various  appropriations  for  building  rebuild- 
ing, replacing,  purchasing  and  repairing  vessels 
of  war,  and  for  providing  materials  for  the  same. 

To  alter  and  regulate  the  navy  ration. 

To  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  persons 
in  the  navy. 

Mr.  Patton,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
senate  for  the  further  prevention  of  certain  crimes, 
said  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  a portion  of  the 
committee  to  ask  that  that  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  that  bill.  Ordered 
accordingly;  whereupon 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that,  at  1 o’clock  this  day, 
the  house  do  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this 
bill. 

This  motion  (requiring  two-thirds  to  carry  it,) 
prevailed  without  a division. 

Mr.  Adam’s  resolution  of  inquiry,  in  relation  to 
the  Gorostiza  pamphlet,  as  amended,  came  up  in 
order. 

Mr.  .Adams  said  that  it  was  now  two  months 
since  this  resolution  was  offered.  It  was  merely 
a resolution  of  inquiry,  addressed  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  for  information;  and  he  had 
risen  to  propose  a compromise  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  wit,  to  with- 
draw the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  (calling  for 
the  name  of  the  foreign  minister  who  communicat- 
ed Gorosli/.a’s  pamphlet  lo  the  secretary  of  state,) 
to  which  the  friends  of  the  secretary  of  state  ap- 


peared to  be  so  much  opposed,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Howard)  would  allow  the 
question  on  the  remainder  to  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. It  was  time  the  question  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Howard  said  he  had  designed  to  say  some- 
thing in  reply  to  the  former  remarks  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Massachusetts;  but  was  willing  to  accept 
the  proposed  compromise.  That  he  could  not  so 
far  Halter  himself  as  to  believe  that  it  could  have 
been  olfered  by  that  gentleman  in  apprehension  of 
the  reply  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  about  to  make. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  also  had  had  the  intention  of 
making  some  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusets,  but, .actuated  by  the  same  motives  as  those 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  lie  would  forego  that 
intention. 

Mr.  Adams  rose  to  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Howard)  that  the  motive  he  had 
suggested  for  his  proposing  the  compromise  was  the 
farthest  possible  from  his  mind. 

The  resolution,  as  modified  by  the  mover,  was 
then  adopted,  nem.  con. 

Several  resolutions  were  then  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. After  others,  came  up  in  its  turn  a reso- 
lution moved  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Tuhnson,  proposing  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee,  to  consist  of 
one  member  from  each  state,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  appropriations  of 
public  land  to  the  several  states  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  &.C. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  had  not  expected  thi3  resolu- 
tion to  come  at  this  moment,  was  not  prepared  with 
some  modification  of  it  which  he  wished  to  pro- 
pose; and  he  proceeded  to  explain  what  it  was  he 
proposed  to  do  in  this  matter;  but  had  proceeded 
but  a few  minutes  wlipn  the  morning  hour  expired, 
and  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  senate  bill,  for  the  preservation  of  neutral 
relations,  was  then  taken  up,  accordingfo  previous 
appointment,  (the  hour  of  one  o’clock  having  ar- 
rived.) [The  effect  of  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  and  amendments,  and  its  being  reported  back 
without  amendment,  was  declared  to  be  to  pul 
aside  all  the  amendments  already  moved.] 

The  debate  was  continued  by  several  members, 
and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  sitling.  A full 
report  of  it  will  be  given  hereafter. 

After  some  extended  remarks,  Mr.  .Adams  moved 
to  print  the  bill  and  amendments,  and  in  the  mean 
lime  to  adjourn.  But  he  withdrew  this  motion  on 
the  request  of 

Mr.  I Vise,  who  moved  to  print  the  bill  and 
amendments,  (which  had  become  quite  complicat- 
ed,) and  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union.  He  was  in  the  dark,  at 
present,  upon  this  subject,  and  wanted  information 
33  to  the  true  stale  of  the  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Pulton  opposed  this  molion,  as  did  Mr.  Bell, 
who  renewed  the  molion  to  adjourn;  which  motion 
prevailing, 

The  house  adjourned,  at  5 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  February  21.  Mr.  Howard  moved 
that  at  1 o’clock  the  house  would  resume  the  con- 
sideration ol  the  Canada  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed , of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the  use 
of  the  hull  be  granted  to  the  congressional  tempe- 
rance society  on  Tuesday  evening  next. 

The  quesiion  being  put,  the  yeas  were  60  the 
nays  30.  No  quorum  having  voted,  the  j'eas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  taken,  as  follows: 
Yeas  82,  nays  43.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  molion  was  rejected. 

A number  of  reports  were  made  from  commit- 
tees, chiefly  on  private  bills. 

Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
senate  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the  Marquis  de  Mai- 
sou  Rouge  and  the  Baron  Bastrop,  made  an  oral 
report,  recommending  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  remonstrated  against 
the  adoption  of  the  report.  The  claims  in  ques- 
tion covered  a large  extent  of  country,  occupying 
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a large  quantity  ofland  in  Arkansas.  These  lands 
had  remained  unsettled  ever  since  the  settlement 
of  Louisiana,  for  want  of  an  adjustment  of  these 
claims.  Bills  had  repeatedly  passed  the  senate  di- 
recting different  modes  of  settling  them;  and  many 
reports  had  been  rendered  respecting  them  in  this 
house.  But  now  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims  had  not  only  made  no  report  on  this  bill,  but 
had  even  refused  to  consider  the  subject!  Would 
congress  keep  these  long  contested  claims  eternally 
unsettled?  All  he  asked  was  a settlement  in  some 
form.  If  the  senate’s  bill  was  unacceptable  to  the 
committee,  let  them  report  an  amendment  or  ano- 
ther bill.  Mr.  G.  cared  not  how  the  question  was 
to  be  settled;  let  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  or  against  them;  it  was  comparatively  of 
no  consequence,  provided  (he  claims  were  quieted 
one  one  way  or  the  other.  The  claimants  had  been 


petitioning  for  a settlement  these  thirty  years. 
The  government  had  been  begged  to  sell  the  land, 
but  in  vain.  This  bill  proposed  to  refer  the  claibis 
to  the  federal  courts;  but  if  the  committee  hdd  no 
confidence  in  these  courts  and  juries,  let  them  pro- 
vide some  other  tribunal,  a board  of  commissioners, 
any  tiling,  that  should  lead  to  a definitive  settle* 
inent;  or,  if  the  committee  would-  undertake  to 
settle  the  matter,  he  would  consent  with  all  his 
heart.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  with 
instructions  to  report  this  bill,  or  some  other,  for  a 
final  settlement  c.i  these  claims. 

Mr.  Yell,  of  Arkansas,  supported  the  motion. 
The  people  of  Arkansas  had  no  interest  in  the  bill, 
other  than  that  the  claims  should  be  quieted  in 
one  way  or  another.  He  dwelt  on  the  injurious 
effect  of  having  large  districts  of  country  in  such  a 
situation  that  it  could  not  be  settled:  the  expense 
of  keeping  them  pendent,  and  the  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic lime,  which  mustaccrue  fioin  the  continuance  of 
these  claims  for  years  to  come.  The  claimants 
never  would  rest  till  a setllement  was  had,  and 
congress  might  expect  application  from  year  lo 
year. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  urge;!  the  adoption  of 
the  motion  of  his  colleague — referred  to  the  previous 
history  of  these  claims,  which  had  lor  thirty-four 
years  kept  these  districts  of  country  waste  and  un- 
settled. He  argued  on  the  obligation  ol  this  govern- 
ment, by  treaty,  to  secure  the  inhabitants  of  Loui- 
siana in  the  titles  to  their  property.  The  question 
to  be  settled  was  a judicial  question;  it  turned  on 
the  right  of  certain  Spanish  governors  to  make  the 
grants  on  which  these  claims  rested.  The  senate’s 
bill  proposed,  therefore,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
courts,  but  under  restrictions  which  obviated  any 
danger  of  injustice  to  the  claimants  or  the  govern- 
ment. If,  however,  the  bill  did  not  seem  to  the 
committee  to  be  sufficiently  guarded,  let  them  mul- 
tiply the  restrictions:  all  the  state  of  Louisiana  de- 
sired was  to  have  the  claims  quieted. 

Belore  any  question  was  taken  the  morning  hour 
expired,  and  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  Canada  frontier  bill. 

The  senate  till,  for  the  preservation  of  neutral 
relations,  was  then  taken  up. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Howard, 
Mercer,  Shields , Toucey,  Holsey,  Cambrelcng,  aid* 
ams,  ami  Thompson,  a sketch  of  all  of  whose  re- 
marks will  be  given  in  their  order  hereafter. 

Mr.  Everett  gav*  notice  that  he  should  move  to- 
morrow to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  will)  instructions  to  report  the  bill 
with  an  amendment,  which  he  now  asked  to  have 
printed. 

The  motion  to  print  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maxwell  made  a molion  to  print  also  an 
amendment  he  proposed  to  offer;  which  prevailed. 

The  house,  on  motion,  adjourned  at  5 o’clock. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  senate.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial 
from  a meeting  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  business-men  ofPittsburg,  remonstratingagainst 
the  sub-treasury,  and  its  kindred  doctrines  con- 
tained in  the  president’s  late  message,  and  advocat- 
ing a sound  credit  system,  with  a due  basis  of  specie. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mr.  McK.,  this  document  was 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tallmudge  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
assembly  of  New  York  against  the  sub-treasury  bill 
now  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  cheerfully  complied  with  the  re- 
quest contained  in  one  of  the  resolutions  to  present 
them  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
also  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  the  body  from 
which  these  resolutions  came  was  composed  of 
enlightened,  talented,  and  patriotic  men  as  had  been 
assembled  at  the  capitol  of  the  state  lor  a series  ol 
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Mr.  T.  had  no  doubt  expressed  truly  the  wishes 
and  feelings  of  a large  majority  of  the  electors  ofthe 
state  of  New  York.  Mr.  T.  said  he  concurred  fully 
in  the  sentiments  and  views  contained  in  these  re- 
solutions, and  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  set  forth 
with  great  force  and  brevity  the  objections  to  the 
adoption  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  He  particu- 
larly agreed  with  the  assembly  that  “the  persever- 
ing efforts  made  lo  procure  its  adoption  have  deeply 
alarmed  the  people  of  this  state,  and  furnish,  at  this 
time,  a prominent  obstruction  to  the  revival  ol  credit 
and  business,  and  a return  to  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,” 

These  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  on  pensions  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  ol  a number  of  petitions  which 
had  been  referred  to  them. 
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After  some  other  business  of  minor  importance 
had  been  transacted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  a call  was  ordered  on 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a certain  docu- 
ment relating  to  light-houses. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beaton,  for  copies  of  an- 
svvfers  made  by  the  late  deposite  banks  to  the  cir- 
cular of  May  last. 

The  resolution,  reserving  for  ladies  the  front  seat 
in  the  circular  gallery  of  the  senate,  was  taken  up 
and  agreed  to. 

Also,  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  King,  for 
inquiry  as  to  making  certain  coast  surveys;  [advo- 
cated by  Mr.  King,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Davis, 
on  the  ground  that  general  coast  surveys  were  now 
going  on,  and  it  might  therefore  be  injurious  to 
withdraw  any  portion  of  the  persons  so  engaged,] 
The  resolution  ottered  many  days  ago,  for  giving 
to  each  senator  a copy  of  certain  land  documents 
published  in  1333  and  ’34,  and  a copy  of  the  Aine- 
ri  m state  papers  to  each  of  the  senators  that  are 
now  without  them,  was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  (on  whose  motion  it  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,)  and  agreed  to. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house,  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to 
amend  and  extend  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  in- 
surance company. 

Sub-  Treasury  Bill. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
subject,  and  of  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Rives, 
when 

Mr.  Crillenden  rose,  and  spoke  two  hours  in  op- 
position to  the  bill;  after  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  senate  adjourned 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  22.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 
it  was  agreed  tiiat  the  house  would,  at  one  o’clock, 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  Canada  bill. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  morning 
came  up  in  course,  being  the  consideration  of  a 
report  of  the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  ad- 
verse to  the  bill  of  the  senate,  which  proposes  to 
refer  the  claims  ol  Maison  Rouge,  Bastrop,  and  the 
Winters,  to  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
tor  adjudication,  together  with  a motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  same  committee,  another  to 
commit  it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

A desultory  debate  arose  on  the  commencement. 
Motions  were  made  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands  and  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  and  the  whole  morning  hour  was  con- 
sumed in  discussing  them.  The  matter  resulted  in 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  and  letting  it  take  its  turn  on  the 
docket.  Ayes  85,  noes  45. 

The  house,  at  one  o'clock,  resumed  the  conside- 
ration ofthe  neutrality  bill. 

And  the  question  being  ori  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  modifying  tiie  first  section  so  as  read 
as  follows: 

‘■Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  no  person  shall,  within 
the  jurisdiction  ol  the  United  Slates,  purchase  or 
procure,  collect,  transport,  or  have  in  possession 
any  vessel,  vehicle,  arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or 
collect,  or  employ,  or  i nobody,  or  train  men,  with 
intent  to  the  use  or  employment  of  the  same,  in 
exciting,  aiding,  or  carrying  on,  or  to  be  used  in 
any  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  territory 
or  dominions  ot  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  any 
colony,  district,  or  people,  conterminous  with  the 
United  States,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at 
peace:  and  every  person  so  offending  shall  be 
diemed  guilty  ol  a misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years. 

It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Toueey,  Robertson, 
Reed,  Haynes,  Howard,  Filmore,  Patton,  Bell, 
Mercer,  Adams,  and  Wise. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Filmore  moved  to  commit  it  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary;  but,  before  any  question  was 
taken,  the  house  adjourned  at  half  past  4 o’clock. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  WRIGHT,  (of  new  yoiuc.) 

Wednesday,  January  31,  1S3S, 

Upon  the  bill  “to  impose  additional  duties,  us  depo- 
sitaries, upon  certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate 
the  safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  Stales.” 

( Concluded.) 

Fifth.  The  next  and  most  important  comparison 
between  the  two  systems  was  the  influence  of 
each  upon  the  government  of  the  country  and  its 
finances.  The  proposed  system  would  place  the 
money  of  the  government,  at  all  times,  within  the 


power  and  control  of  the  government.  It  would 
enable  the  government,  at  all  times,  to  pay  its  debts 
in  a currency  not  depreciated,  a currency  equal  to 
the  standard' of  the  constitution  and  the  law.  it 
would  render  the  government  financially  indepen- 
dent, and  maintain  it  in  that  position.  Under  such 
a system  we  should  no  more  hear,  what  we  were 
now  daily  hearing  in  this  hall,  that  honest  citizens 
had  been  defrauded,  by  being  paid  their  demands 
against  the  treasury  in  bank  paper,  which  was  de- 
preciated or  worthless,  and  that  congress  ought  to 
indemnify  them  for  their  losses  thus  occasioned. 
These  were  some  of  the  benefits  certain  to  be  de- 
rived to  the  government  from  the  adoption  of  the 
system  provided  for  by  the  bill;  but  there  was 
another,  and,  in  his  judgment,  far  greater  benefit, 
equally  certain  to  flow  from  its  adoption.  It  would 
exempt  the  government  from  the  constant  and  in- 
numerable imputations  of  injuries  to  trade,  to  the 
currency,  to  credit,  to  the  private  atl'airs  of  indivi- 
duals and  banks,  from  its  financial  movements. 
Was  any  person  whom  he  addressed  insensible  to 
the  moral  and  political  evils  growing  out  of  these 
complaints’  To  their  strong  tendency  to  alienate 
the  feelings  of  the  people  from  our  most  valuable 
institutions,  and  to  bring  them  to  look  upon  all 
government  as  a curse  and  not  a blessing;  as  cal- 
culated, not  for  their  protection,  but  destruction  and 
ruin.  He  would  remind  the  senate,  very  briefly, 
of  the  course  of  these  complaints  for  the  last  four 
years. 

The  government  removed  the  public  money  from 
one  single  bank  and  placed  it  in  several  others.  A 
clamor  followed  the  act;  a panic  was  excited;  banks 
failed,  merchants  failed,  money  was  made  scarce, 
the  currency  was  disturbed,  credit  received  a shock, 
and,  for  some  four  months  in  succession,  we  heard 
nolhing  here  but  scenes  of  distress,  general  ruin, 
and  almost  famine;  and  all  in  a time  of  as  great 
plenty  and  abundance,  not  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
only,  but  of  money,  as  our  country  had  ever  wit- 
nessed. The  panic  passed  off,  and  business  of 
every  description,  and  enterprise  of  every  char- 
acter, sprung  into  increased  life  and  activity.  The 
public  lands  commenced  to  sell  rapidly,  and  our 
revenues  became  excessive.  Then  came  the  se- 
cond complaint  which  he  proposed  to  notice,  and  it 
was  that  the  whole  splendid  public  domain,  that 
rich  inheritance  of  our  fathers  of  Ihe  revolution, 
under  the  operation  of  the  “pet  bank  system,’’ 
was  going  or  gone;  was  being  changed,  for  what? 
For  “bank  rags.’-’  That  complaint  lasted  us  for 
the  most  of  one  session  of  congress,  but  nothing 
was  done,  by  legislation,  to  remedy  the  evil.  The 
accumulations  of  revenue  had,  by  this  time,  come' 
to  be  vast,  and  tins  gave  rise  to  a third  complaint. 
It  vv <3  double  in  its  character,  and  contradictory 
with  itself,  and  yet  it  entertained  us  during  a large 
share  of  one  of  our  sessions,  and  finally  produced 
legislation.  It  was  to-day  that  the  government  was 
actually  locking  up  in  tile  banks  all  the  money  of 
the  country,  while  the  honest  and  hard-working 
citizens  were  suffering  for  its  use.  To-morrow,  the 
almost  countless  millions  were  loaned  by  the  pet 
banks  to  the  favorites  of  the  executive  and  mem- 
bers ofthe  dominant  party,  to  enable  them  to  make 
speculations  in  the  public  lands,  and  in  all  other  de- 
scriptions of  property,  to  the  injury  of  fair  business 
men  and  the  ruin  of  the  poor.  So  far  were  these 
complaints  carried,  inconsistent  and  contradictory 
as  they  were,  as  to  make  a sensible  impression 
upon  the  public  rnind,  and  finally  to  induce  almost 
all  the  members  of  this  body  to  vote  for  the  depo- 
site law  of  1830,  which  was  to  dissipate  this  hoard- 
ed fund,  and  place  it  in  safe-keeping  with  the 
stales.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  commenced 
the  necessary  measures  to  execute  this  law,  and 
very  soon  found  that  the  money  which  had  been  so 
injuriously  hoarded,  in  our  debates  herp,  had  been, 
in  fact,  rather  too  much  dissipated  before  congress, 
interfered  with  it.  This  raised  another  complaint 
The  secretary  was  wantonly  executing  the  law, 
because  he  did  not  like  its  provisions.  He  was 
giving  drafts  upon  the  banks  which  had  the  money, 
for  acceptance  and  payment,  as  the  law  required: 
when,  if  he  had  given  them  for  transfer  merely,  the 
banks  would  not  have  been  injured.  During  tile 
first  part  of  this  process,  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
continued  a(  an  accellerated  pace;  and  although 
congress  made  a strenous,  but  fruitless,  effort  to 
remedy  the  evil,  the  complaint  commenced  again 
that  the  public  domain  was  being  exchanged  for  ir- 
responsible bank  paper.  The  president  took  up  the 
subject  after  congress  left  it,  and  directed  the  land 
officers  to  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in 
payment  for  lands.  This  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
new  and  continuing  complaint.  The  payment  of 
the  immense  deposites  to  the  states  produced  tile 
necessity  for  equal  collections  on  the  part  of  the 
deposite  banks  from  their  customers.  These  col- 
lections occasioned  a scarcity  of  money,  and  it  was 


the  “specie  circular”  which  had  done  it.  Their 
foreign  debts  pressed  upon  the  merchants,  and  the 
calls  upon  them  from  the  banks  disenabled  them 
to  pay;  but  the  specie  circular  had  wrought  the 
mischief,  by  inarching  .all  the  gold  and  silver  ofthe 
country  to  the  west  to  purchase  lands.  Embar- 
rassments continued  to  increase;  extensive  lailurcs 
of  merchants  and  others  took  place;  and,  finally,  in 
May  last,  all  the  banks  of  the  country  suspended 
payment.  Still  the  government  was  principally  in 
fault;  the  specie  circular  had  taken  all  the  metal- 
lic currency  to  the  interior,  and  prevented  it  from 
going  to  Europe  to  pay  our  foreign  debt;  and  the 
banks  could  not  pay  specie  until  that  debt  was  can- 
celled. Time  passed  on.  The  funds  of  the  trea- 
sury were  in  the  hanks,  and  could  not  be  com- 
manded, and  an  extra  call  of  congress  became  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  debtors  ol  the  government, 
and  supply  the  treasury  with  funds.  The  banks 
were  complained  of  for  their  excesses  and  improvi- 
dence; arid  the  fault  was  that  of  the  government 
for  having  placed  in  their  hands  such  immense  de- 
posites, to  be  called  for  so  suddenly,  and  lor  having 
checked  their  excessive  issues  of  paper  by  the 
specie  circular.  Congress  was  convened,  and  the 
present  president  transmitted  his  message,  propos- 
ing to  end  these  complaints  by  an  entire  severance 
of  all  business  connexion  between  the  national 
treasury  and  the  banking  institutions.  This  at 
once  changed  the  lace  of  things,  and  showed  the 
president  and  the  administration  hostile  to  the 
banks;  and  now,  although  the  foreign  debt  is  paid, 
and  foreign  exchange  down  to  par,  the  banks  can- 
not resume  payment  for  fear  of  the  government. 

He  would  ask,  in  all  candor,  and  in  all  sincerity, 
if  any  history  of  facts  could  show,  more  conclu- 
sively, the  impropriety  of  this  connexion  between 
the  finances  of  the  country  and  the  affairs  of  indi- 
viduals and  banking  incorporations?  If  there  was 
a man  who  heard  him,  who  did  not  see  and  feel  the 
necessity  of  relieving  the  government  of  his  coun- 
try flora  these  constant  and  contradictory  com- 
plaints? The  proposed  system  will  do  that,  and, 
in  his  judgment,  that  alone  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  benefits  which  could  be  conferred  upon 
the  nation. 

If  such  will  be  the  influences  upon  our  finances 
and  government,  of  the  system  proposed,  what  in- 
fluences are  to  be  expected  from  the  state  bank 
system?  Certainly,  to  place  the  money  ofthe  peo- 
ple beyond  the  control  of  the  servants  ofthe  peo- 
ple, and  within  the  control  of  the  banks,  to  disen- 
able the  -government  to  pay  its  debts,  except  in  a 
depreciated  currency,  whenever  the  notes  of  the 
banks  are  depreciated;  or  to  abandon  its  money, 
collected  and  accumulated  in  the  banks  to  meet 
its  debts,  as  a resource  lor  that  purpose,  and  to  re- 
sort to  its  credit  to  raise  the  means  by  which  legal 
payments  can  be  made;  to  render  the  country,  at 
all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  in  every 
emergency,  even  that  of  war  not  excepted,  and 
after  the  money  for  the  public  use  has  been  col- 
lected from  the  people,  financially  dependent  upon 
banks,  in  the  management  of  which  it  has  no 
voice,  and  over  which  it  has  no  control;  to  subject 
the  government  to  all  the  complaints  which  have 
been  recapitulated,  and  volumes  of  others  of  a like 
character;  in  short,  to  subject  the  treasury  of  the 
nation  to  all  the  fluctuations  to  which  an  ordinary 
banking  or  commercial  house  is  subject;  to  make 
it  instrumental  in  promoting  excesses  in  both,  and 
then  chargeable  with  all  the  evils  which  may  befail 
either  itself  or  the  banking  or  mercantile  interests. 
Should  he  spend  the  time  of  the  senate  to  prove 
that  these  were  the  necessary  consequences  of  the 
system  of  state  hank  deposites?  In  the  face  of  re- 
cent and  severe  experience  both  to  the  treasury 
and  to  the  country,  would  proof  of  these  positions 
be  called  for?  That  experience  furnished  the  clear- 
est and  strongest  proof,  and  those  whom  it  had  not 
1 convinced,  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  to  con- 
vince, by  fact  or  argument.  Such,  to  his  mind, 
were  the  comparative  influences  of  file  two  sys- 
tems upon  the  government  of  the  country  and  its 
finances. 

Sixth . He  would  extend  his  comparison  to  a 
single  other  point — the  influence  of  each  system 
upon  the  general  currency,  and  dismiss  this  part  of 
the  argument. 

The  system  proposed  was  clear  and  certain  in  its 
action  in  this  particular.  It  would  secure  a sound 
and  standard  currency  for  the  national  treasury, 
whether  that  currency  should  he  gold  and  silver  or 
hank  paper,  and  it  would  exempt  tiiat  treasury  from 
the  fluctuations  of  an  unregulated  and  varying  cur- 
rency. So  far,  therefore,  as  the  money  operations 
of  the  government  could  influence  the  currency 
generally,  the  influence  exerted  by  this  system 
must  be  salutary,  as  it  must  be  to  sustain  a general 
currency  equal  to  its  own  standard.  If  that  cur- 
rency should  come,  in  time,  to  be  gold  and  silver 
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only,  the  system  would  exert  another  beneficial  in  - ; 
fluence.  It  would  not  only  present  a standard  of 
currency  worthy  of  imitation,  but,  to  the  "extent  of 
the  whole  public  disbursements,  it  would  constantly 
circulate  among  the  people  a basis  for  the  paper 
currency  of  the  state  banks,  and  thus  aid  them  in 
keeping  their  representation  of  coin  stable  and 
firm,  and  equal  in  value  to  coin  itself.  Beyond 
these  influences  it  would  leave  the  people  and  the 
states  to  regulate,  in  their  own  way,  and  without 
the  interference  of  federal  power,  that  portion  of 
the  general  currency  which,  by  the  divisions  of 
power  under  our  system  falls  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion, and  is  the  constant  subject  of  their  action.  It 
would  then  be  clear  to  all,  if  that  portion  of  the 
currency  should  sink  below  the  standard  of  cur- 
rency for  the  public  treasury,  that  wrong  existed 
somewhere  in  state  legislation,  or  in  the  manage- 
ment of  those  entrusted,  by  state  legislation,  with 
the  regulation  of  that  currency;  and  the  federal  au- 
thorities would  be  free  from  imputation  or  suspi- 
cion, and  would  stand,  before  the  whole  country, 
holding  up  the  true  standard  of  currency,  and  in- 
viting from  the  state  authorities  a correction  of  the 
errors  which  should  at  any  time  disturb  or  depre- 
ciate that  portion  committed  to  their  care. 

How,  in  this  respect,  does  the  opposite  system 
act?  The  state  banks  are,  to  much  the  greatest,  if 
not  to  the  entire  extent,  private  institutions,  con- 
trolled by  private  individuals  and  private  interests, 
and  owned  in  whole,  or  to  the  extent  of  a majority 
of  the  capital,  by  private  citizens,  as  private 
property.  Private  gain,  then,  as  a necessary  and 
natural  consequence  of  the  very  constitution  of 
these  banks,  was  their  principle  of  government, 
and,  as  an  equally  necessary  and  natural  conse- 
quence, they  pould  keep  that  portion  of  the  cur- 
rency which  they  were  authorized  to  furnish  for  the 
country  at  a sound,  standard  value,  when  private 
interest,  and  the  prospect  of  private  gain  should  so 
direct,  and  they  would  sutler  it  to  depreciate  by 
the  same  rule.  Give  them  the  national  treasure, 
and  permit  them  to  subject  it  to  the  fluctuations  of 
their  interest,  and  can  a stable  currency  be  expect- 
ed, either  for  the  treasury  or  the  people?  Who  are 
the  legitimate  customers  of  the  banks?  More  par- 
ticularly the  merchants.  Their  business  pervades 
not  the  whole  of  their  own  country  only,  but  the 
whole  civilized  world.  The  laws  of  the  states  of 
the  union,  therefore,  are  regulations  much  too  lim- 
ited for  them;  and  even  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
any  single  government,  as  to  either  trade  or  cur- 
rency, are  but  municipal  in  their  character,  when 
applied  to  their  operations.  Still  they  themselves 
have  local  habitations,  and  the  case  may  well  and 
frequently  occur,  when  it  is  vastly  more  important 
to  them  that  they  should  be  able  to  command  spe- 
cie to  export,  in  liquidation  of  their  foreign  debts, 
than  that  our  local  banks  at  home  should  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie.  What,  in  such  a condition 
of  trade  and  of  the  mercantile  interest,  will  always 
be  likely  to  be  the  condition  of  our  local  banks? 
Set  aside  the  consideration  that  the  merchants  may 
be  able  to  control  those  institutions,  from  the 
stock  they  hold,  and  merely  assume  that  they  are 
the  principal  debtors  to  the  banks,  and  are  to  con- 
tinue to  be  their  principal  customers.  Let  the  ar- 
gument rest  here,  and  give  the  banks  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  national  treasure.  Which 
interest  would  prevail?  Would  the  treasury  of  the 
country  be  sustained,  and  the  payments  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors  be  made  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent; 
or  would  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  merchants  be 
consulted,  and  the  currency  be  made  to  bend  to 
private  and  corporate  interests?  Let  the  experience 
of  the  last  year  answer  the  inquiry.  He  would  ex- 
press his  confirmed  opinion  that,  under  such  a sys- 
tem, the.  currency  ofthe  public  treasury  must  share 
all  the  reverses  and  fluctuations  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic trade,  and  all  the  hazards  of  corporate  bank- 
ing as  a private  interest.  Hence  the  operations  of 
the  treasury  itself  must  be  suspended,  or  the  law  of 
congress,  as  to  currency,  violated,  whenever  revul- 
sions shall  oppress  the  country  and  the  customers 
ofthe  banks,  or  the  alternative  be  resorted  to,  as  it 
recently  has  been,  by  the  national  authorities,  to 
convoke  congress,  relieve  the  banks  and  the  pub- 
lic debtors,  and  resort  to  the  credit  ofthe  nation  to 
sustain  its  treasury,  until  the  natural  operations  of 
healthful  business  shall  again  restore  the  equili- 
brium. 

Such,  in  his  mind,  were  the  probable  influences  of 
the  two  systems  upon  the  general  currency  of  the 
country. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  answer  a very  few 
of  the  prominent  objections  made  to  the  bill,  and 
pass  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  his  conclusion.  The 
first  of  these  objections  which  he  would  notice 
was,  that  the  system  proposed  by  the  bill  was  an 
attack  upon  the  state  banking  institutions,  calcula- 
ted to  destroy  their  credit  and  usefulness.  This,  if 


true,  was  a grave  charge,  and  therefore  required 
some  consideration.  An  attack  must  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  some  vested  right,  or  a course  of  treatment 
so  manifestly  against  the  public  good  as  to  partake 
ofwantonness  and  immorality,  oraspiritof  revenge. 
Was  any  right  of  these  institutions  proposed  to  be 
infringed  upon?  Did  their  charters,  granted  by  the 
states,  for  fixed  and  specified  purposes,  include 
among  those  purposes  the  safe-keeping  or  profitable 
use  ofthe  money  ofthe  whole  country?  Was  there 
a provision  that  they  should  be  fiscal  agpnts  of  the 
national  treasury,  or  that  their  credit  should  be 
sustained  by  the  money  and  credit  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  No.  No  such  provision  was 
ever  heard  of  in  the  charter  of  any  state  bank.  No 
right  of  the  institutions  was,  then,  infringed  by  with- 
holding from  them  both  the  keeping  and  use  ofthe 
public  money. 

Was  any  faith,  or  confidence,  due  from  this  go- 
vernment to  the  states,  or  to  these  institutions  of 
their  creation,  violated  by  the  proposed  separation? 
The  states  had  chartered  banks  for  particular  loca- 
tions, with  capitals  such  as  the  locations  seemed  to 
demand;  but  would  any  one  pretend  that,  in  grant- 
ing these  charters, the  state  legislatures  had  counted 
upon  the  money  in  the  national  treasury,  or  the  cre- 
dit of  the  federal  government,  to  sustain  and  make 
useful  the  banking  institutions  to  which  they  were 
giving  life  and  power,  as  banks  of  issue  and  dis- 
count? Did  any  state  legislature  ever,  by-  word  or 
deed,  cause  it  to  be  understood,  either  by  the  people 
or  the  institutions,  that  banks  of  their  creation  were 
mere  skeletons,  powerless  and  helpless,  and  that 
life  and  health-giving  principle  was  to  be  breathed 
into  them  by  an  extension  of  the  patronage  ofthe 
federal  government,  in  the  shape  of  a profitable  use 
of  its  money,  and  a command  of  its  confidence  and 
credit?  Never.  Had  the  federal  government,  by 
any  act  or  expression,  authorized  an  expectation  of 
this  patronage  and  confidence,  except  upon  condi- 
tions which  had  been  violated  by  the  banks,  and 
had  thus  forced  a separation  between  them  and  the 
treasqre  of  the  country?  He  was  aware  of  no 
such  apt  or  expression.  The  separation  exists,  and 
has  been  forced  upon  the  nation  by  the  banks  them- 
selves; and  the  simple  question  is,  shall  we  renew 
it?  In  what  sense  can  the  decision  of  that  question, 
however  that  decision  may  be  made,  be  an  attack 
upon  the  banks?  The  idea  was  a mistaken  one, 
and  the  objection,  in  any  light  in  which  it  could  be 
viewed,  was  unfounded  and  unjust. 

He  proposed,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrat- 
ing the  truth  of  this  conclusion,  and  making  it  more 
clear,  to  call  to  the  minds  of  senators  a single  chap- 
ter in  our  financial  history.  During  forty  years  of 
the  existence  of  the  government,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  a national  bank  had  been  in  existence, 
and  he  spoke  from  recollection,  but  he  believed  the 
national  bank  had  been,  for  the  whole  period,  the 
exclusive  depository  of  the  public  money,  the 
exclusive  fiscal  agent  ofthe  treasury.  He  was  sure 
it  was  so  during  the  twenty  years’  existence  of  the 
last  national  bank,  and  he  thought  it  was  so  under 
the  old  bank.  The  then  state  banks  were  not  depo- 
sitories ofthe  national  treasure,  nor  fiscal  agents  of 
of  the  national  treasury;  and  had  it  ever  been  as- 
serted that  this  legislation  was  an  attack  upon  these 
institutions,  or  that  their  credit  and  usefulness  were 
thereby  destroyed?  But,  again,  during  the  existence 
of  the  last  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  notes  of 
the  state  banks  were  not  disbursed  to  the  public 
creditors  at  all,  and  were  not  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues  but  at  the  pleasure  ofthe  nation- 
al bank,  and  then,  as  every  bank  receives  the  notes 
of  its  neighbor  institution,  to  take  them  out  of  cir- 
culation, and  return  them  promptly,  to  be  converted 
into  specie  or  specie  funds.  Did  these  state  insti- 
tutions languish  and  die  under  this  congressional 
legislation?  Did  they  not  rather  take  root  and 
flourish,  and  become  sound,  and  stable,  and  useful? 
Has  not  a large  and  powerful  political  party  in  this 
country  ever  contended  that  the  checks  and  re- 
straints, exercised.by  the  national  bank,  during  this 
period,  over  the  state  institutions,  were  salutary 
and  proper?  That  it  was  a great  balance- wheel, 
regulating  and  equalizing  the  movement  of  the 
whole  complex  machinery?  What  is  proposed  by 
the  bill,  but  that,  to  the  extent  of  its  operations,  the 
national  treasury  shall  form  the  same  check  and  re- 
straint upon  the  local  banking  institutions?  That  it 
shall  keep  the  public  money  independent  of  them? 
That  it  shall  either  not  receive  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues,  or,  receiving,  shall  fre- 
quently present  them  for  convection  into  spreie,  01- 
specie  funds?  The  only  difference  will  be  that  the 
treasury  will  not  enter  into  competition  with  the 
local  banks  in  the  business  of  banking;  that  it  will 
leave  that  whole  field  to  them,  and  me:<>iy  content 
itself  with  a sound  currency  for  its  transactions. — 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  that  those  who  saw  such 
benign  influence  to  the  local,  institutions  from  the 


wholesome  restraints  of  a national  bank,  should  see 
such  baneful  effects  to  follow  the  same  influences, 
"'hen  flowing  from  the  public  treasury?  Should 
see  there  an  attack  upon  the  institutions,  a pros- 
tration ot  their  credit,  and  a total  destruction  of 
their  usefulness? 

He  was  aware  that  the  system  proposed  was  new', 
and  substantially  untried,  so  far  as  the  legislation 
and  the  practice  ol  our  government  was  concerned; 
and  it  w ould  be  admitted  by  all,  that,  as  a new  mea- 
sure, it  had  met  the  full  share  of  denunciation  to 
which  almost  all  changes  from  established  custom, 
almost  alt  reforms,  however  valuable  and  useful, 
are  destined  to  meet,  when  presented  in  the  mere 
shape  of  propositions  for  the  acceptance  ofthe  pub- 
lic. It  was  not  his  habit  to  speak  disrespectfully 
here  of  the  actions  or  the  motives  of  any;  and  lfe 
certainly  did  not  intend,  in  the  remark  he  was  about 
to  make,  to  express  any  want  of  charity  towards  the 
course  or  opinions  of  any  side  of  the  house,  or  any 
individual  in  it.  He  yielded  to  all  that  credit  for 
purity  of  purpose  and  sincerity  of  intention  which 
he  wished  them  to  award  to  him;  but  he  must  say 
that  he  had  never  seen  more  active,  zealous,  and 
persevering  efforts  to  forestall  public  opinion  upon 
any  measure  of  legislation,  than  had  been  used  to- 
wards this,  from  the  appearance  of  the  message  of 
the  president,  at  the  extra  session,  to  the  present 
hour.  He  had  seen  this  with  the  more  deep  regret, 
because  some  of  the  most  respectable,  intelligent, 
and  influential,  of  those  who  had  been  friends  and 
supporters  ofthe  administration,  and  who,  he  trust- 
ed, were  yet  so,  were  among  the  most  active  in  op- 
position to  this  measure.  They  so  acted,  because 
they  so  felt  and  so  thought;  and  if  they  used  efforts 
to  prejudice  the  bill  in  the  public  mind,  it  was  be- 
cause they  deprecated  its  passage  as,  in  their  judg- 
ments, injurious  to  the  public  interests. 

He  would  entreat  them,  however,  to  pause  and 
reflect.  Experience  had  tested  the  imperfections 
ofthe  state  bank  deposite  system,  ofwhichthey  were 
advocates,while  experience  had  done  little  to  approve 
or  condemn  the  system  proposed  by  the  bill.  It  had 
been  in  substantial  operation  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  May  last.  It 
was  forced  into  operation  by  that  suspension.  It 
found  the  currency  of  the  country  deranged,  the 
credit  ofthe  country  depressed,  and  the  business  of 
the  country  prostrate  and  at  a stand.  He  would 
not  say  that  these  were  the  consequences  of  the 
state  bank  deposite  system.  He  had  said  upon  that 
point  all  he  intended  to  say;  but  it  was  matter  of 
history  that  these  disasters  had  come  upon  the  coun-  j 
try  under  the  practical  operation  of  that  system. — 
What  had  been  the  effect  of  the  operation,  for  two-  1 
thirds  of  a year,  of  the  system  which  it  was  suppos- 
ed would  destroy  credit,  depress  property,  discour- 
age enterprise  and  exertion,  and  send  the  country  ' 
back  to  a state  of  barbarism?  Foreign  exchanges 
had  been,  for  some  time,  down  to  and  below’  par,  in  j 
our  commercial  markets;  thus  affording  conclusive 
evidence  that  our  foreign  debt  had  been  reduced 
W’ithin  ordinary  limits;  domestic  exchanges  were 
rapidly  approximating  a healthful  state,  furnishing 
the  same  evidence  that  internal  trade  was  gradually 
and  steadily  equalizing  itself;  property  retained  a 
fair  value,  and  found  a steady  market;  credit  and  ’ 
confidence  W'ere  gaining  strength;  and  the  banks, 
as  a general  remark,  were  recovering  from  their 
late  excesses,  and  preparing  for  a speedy  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments.  Such  seemed  to  be  the 
history  of  our  business  prospects  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. He  did  not  mention  these  things  to  ascribe  I: 
them  to  the  operations  of  the  national  treasury,  or  to 
the  mariner  in  which  those  operations  had  been  ; 
conducted  since  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  but 
to  prove  that  the  practical  operation  of  a system  for 
the  management  of  our  finances,  such  as  is  substan-  i 
tially  provided  for  by  the  bill,  had  not  bad  the  effect 
to  retard  and  defeat  these  great  and  beneficial  busi-  | 
ness  results,  nor  to  repress  the  immense  energies, 
and  to  cripple  the  vast  resources  of  our  extended 
country. 

Surely,  then,  so  far  as  experience  has  afforded 
evidence,  it  offers  no  cause  for  discouragement  to 
the  friends  ofthe  measure;  and  inasmuch  as  opinions  1 
beyond  that,  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  are 
little  more  than  conjecture,  the  opposers  of  the  bill 
should  not  demand  of  us  to  surrender  our  favorable 
judgment,  though  thus  slightly  tested,  in  favor  of  a 
measure  which  repeated  experiment,  both  in  ad- 
versity and  in  prosperity,  has  proved  to  be  delusive 
and  dangerous. 

The  next  objection  he  proposed  to  notice  was, 
that  the  operations  of  the  bill  w’ould  be  to  separate 
the  government  from  the  people,  and  to  secure  a 
sound  currency  for  the  public  officers,  and  a base  | 
currency  for  the  country. 

This,  again,  was  a startling  objection, andreqnir-  1 
ed  examination.  Its  first  assumption  was,  that  the 
tendency  of  the  measure  under  discussion  would  be 
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to  separate  the  government  of  the  country  irom  the 
people  of  the  country;  to  elevate  the  former  arid  de- 
press the  latter;  and  the  second  was,  that  the  sepa- 
ration would  be  marked  by  a difference  in  the  value 
of  the  currency  to  be  provided  for  and  secured  to 
each.  Had  either  of  these  assumptions  any  founda- 
tion in  fact,  or  even  in  fair  apprehension? 

He  had  already  attempted  to  show,  arid  thought  he 
had  succeeded  in  showing,  that  the  financial  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  bill  was  preferable  to  the  state 
bank  deposite  system  in  the  following  respects, 
nam'd}':  in  the  safety  it  afforded  to  the  public  mo- 
neys; in  the  expenses  and  risks  attending  its  ad- 
ministration; in  its  salutary  influences  upon  the 
banking  institutions  themselves;  in  the  limitation  of 
patronage  added  to  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government;  in  the  independence  it  secures  to  the 
government  financially,  and  the  exemption  it  con- 
fers from  injurious  imputations;  and  in  its  tendency, 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  national 
treasury,  and  of  the  exertion  of  all  the  constitution- 
al power  of  this  government,  to  produce  and  main- 
tain a sound  and  stable  currency  for  the  whole 
country.  If  he  had  succeeded  in  establishing  these 
positions,  would  it,  could  it,  be  said  that  a system 
possessing  such  advantages  was -calculated  to  pro- 
duce separation  and  alienation  between  the  people 
of  the  country  and  the  government  of  their  choice? 
He  could  not  believe  it. 

But  the  objection  assumed  that  this  separation  was 
to  grow  out  of  the  different  currencies  produced  for 
the  government  and  the  people,  by  the  necessary 
action  of  the  system.  That  the  effect  of  the  bill 
would  be,  and  was  intended  to  be,  to  produce  and 
maintain  a uniform  and  sound  currency  for  the  na- 
tional treasury,  and  for  all  who  might  have  demands 
upon  it,  as  well  the  otticeis  of  the  government  as 
others,  was  most  freely  admitted.  Indeed,  this  was 
claimed  as  one  of  the  principal  merits  of  the  sys- 
tem. But  did  it  follow  that,  because  the  bill  had 
this  tendency,  it  would,  therefore,  tend  to  debase, 
the  general  currency  of  the  people?  Certainly  not. 
No  such  consequence  followed.  On  the  contrary, 
it  had  been  already  shown  that,  so  far  as  it  should 
exert  any  influence  upon  the  general  currency,  that 
influence  must  be  to  raise  that  currency  to  a level 
with  that  secured  to  the  treasury.  If,  then,  the 
people  were  to  have  a base  currency,  they  were  to 
have  it,  not  in  consequence  of  the  bill,  but  in  de- 
fiance of  it;  they  were  to  receive  it,  not  from  the 
public  treasury,  but  from  their  own  state  banks;  not 
from  the  evils  of  the  legislation  of  congress,  but 
from  the  evils  of  state  legislation.  Did  any  one 
preteud  that  the  bill  could  exert  an  influence  to  de- 
base any  portion  of  the  currency  upon  which  it  had 
no  direct  action?  He  had  not  heard  it  so  contended 
and  he  felt  sure  that  no  such  position  would  be  as- 
sumed. If  the  currency  upon  which  it  did  directly 
act,  and  the  standard  of  which  it  regulated,  were  to 
be  base,  then  it  might  be  well  apprehended  that  its 
indirect  influence  would  be  to  draw  down  the  gene- 
ral currency  to  its  level;  but  as  the  gist  of  the  com- 
plaint is,  that  the  standard  of  currency  it  assumes 
for  the  government  is  higher  than  that  of  the  gene- 
ral currency,  so  it  follows,  by  a parity  of  reasoning, 
that  its  indirect  influence  must  be  to  raise  the  gene- 
ral currency  to  its  standard. 

In  all  this  he  was  constrained  most  respectfully 
to  ask  where  was  the  ground  of  complaint,  unless 
gentlemen  were  ready  to  take  the  position  that  a 
sound,  uniform,  and  standard  currency  could  not  be 
sustained  in  the  country,  and  that,  to  avoid  invidi- 
ous distinctions  between  the  government  and  the 
people,  the  national  legislature,  possessingthe  pow- 
er to  fix  the  standard  of  currency,  should  at  once, 
adopt  abase  standard,  and  thus  conform  the  curren- 1 
cy  of  the  treasury  to  that  which  it  might  be  the  in- 1 
terest  of  the  local  banking  institutions  to  maintain. 
He  did  not  believe  that  any  advocate  for  such  a 
doctrine  was  to  bo  found  here;  but  if  such  an  one 
should  appear,  he  had  only  first  to  deny  the  position 
wholly,  and  to  assert  that  a sound  currency  could  be 
sustained  in  this  country,  without  an  infringement 
upon  the  powers  granted  to  congress  by  the  consti- 
tution, for  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  object; 
and,  second,  if  the  position  should  be  granted,  to 
deny  the  inference,  and  contend  that  it  was  the  con- 
. stitutional  duty  of  congress  to  keep  the  currency  of 
the  national  treasury  up  to  the  standard  ot  gold  and 
silver,  in  any  event. 

The  next  and  oidy  other  objection  he  proposed  to 
notice  was,  that  the  tendency  of  the  system  provid- 
ed for  by  the  bill  would  be  to  withdraw  from  circu- 
lation and  use,  and  to  hoard  in  the  several  deposi- 
tories, too  great  a portion  of  the  gold  and  silver  of 
the  country. 

He  had  but  a brief  answer  to  this  objection.  It 
never  could  be  true  at  times  when  the  revenue  and 
expenditures  of  the  government  were  properly  ad- 
justed. If  they  were  equal,  as  they  should  be,  the 
receipts  of  revenue  would  be  taken  in  one  hand. 


and  the  disbursements  for  expenses  wojuld  be  made 
with  the  other.  Nothing  could  be  hoarded  but  the 
amount  which  the  widely  extended  operations  of 
the  treasury  compelled  it  to  keep  in  transitu,  and 
that  was  just  as  much,  and  no  more,  hoarded  than 
the  money  of  the  merchant  at  a distant  point,  ei- 
ther during  the  time  that  notice  of  its  collection 
was  travelling  to  him  in  the  mail,  or  his  draft  for  it 
was  passing  back  to  the  point  where  the  money  was 
on  deposite.  This  amount  would  vary  from  three 
to  five  iqillions  of  dollars,  including  the  amount 
constantly  retained  in  the  mints*  in  the  process 
of  coinage;  and  he  would  repeat  that,  when  the 
revenue  and  expenditures  should  b"ar  a just  pro- 
portion to  each  other,  as  they  always  should,  no 
further  or  more  dangerous  hoarding  could  take 
place  under  the  bill. 

But  suppose  that  a time  should  again  come  when 
overtrading  and  speculation,  in  every  branch  of  bu- 
siness, should  commence  the  accumulation  of  ano- 
ther surplus  revenue,  Such  as  had  afflicted  the 
country  lor  the  last  few  years,  then  for  himself,  he 
should  consider  this  tendency  of  the  bill  one  of  its 
most  valuable  features.  Let  overtrading  go  on, 
and  speculation  spread,  and  let  the  amounts  paid 
for  duties  and  lands  be  collected  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  hoarded  in  the  public  treasury  and  its  deposi- 
tories, except  so  much  as  is  wanted  to  meet  the  fair 
expenditures  of  the  government,  and  how  far  does 
any  man  believe  these  deranging  and  injurious  bu- 
siness excesses  would  proceed?  Not,  Mr.  presi- 
dent, to  the  prostration  of  business  and  credit,  and 
the  currency  of  the  country.  No,  sir;  the  banks, 
instead  of  promoting,  would  be  compelled  to  arrest 
them,  and  to  restore  business  to  its  legitimate  and 
proper  channels,  before  the  country  could  receive  a 
shock,  or  the  people  injury. 

It  was  wrong  for  him,  however,  to  spend  the  time 
of  the  senate  in  the  discussion  of  this  objection, 
as  it  was  expressly  met  by  a provision  in  the  bill. 
He  referred  to  the  twenty-first  section,  which  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  when- 
ever there  should  be  upon  deposite,  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer,  a sum  greater  than  four  millions 
of  dollars,  to  dissipate  the  money  so  hoarded,  by  an 
investment  in  national  or  state  stocks.  This  must 
relieve  the  apprehensions  of  all  upon  this  point,  as 
four  millions  w’as  the  greatest  amount  which  could, 
at  any  one  time,  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  pos- 
session and  keeping  of  all  the  depositaries  consti- 
tuted by  the  bill.  As,  however,  be  had  discussed 
the  provisions  of  this  section  somewhat  at  length, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  generally,  he  would  omit  any  further  re- 
marks here. 

He  had  now  closed  what  he  proposed  to  say, 
having  particular  reference  to  the  system  of  finance 
for  the  national  treasury,  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  as  to  the  ostensible  antagonist  system  of 
state  bank  deposite3. 

But  there  was  a third  alternative — a national 
bank — which  he  must  not  omit  to  notice,  in  his  ex- 
tended discussion  of  this  great  subject.  He  was 
bound,  however,  after  having  so  long  trespassed 
upon  the  time  of  the  senate,  to  relieve  members 
from  the  apprehension  that  he  was  now  to  enter 
upon  this  interminable  field  of  debate.  No:  noth- 
ing in  this  field  presented  to  him  matter  for  debate. 
He  entertained  the  most  firm  convictions  that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  had  conferred 
upon  congress  no  power  to  charter  such  an  institu- 
tion, but  every  argument  upon  that  great  question 
had  been  again  and  again  presented  to  congress  and 
the  nation,”  in  a manner  much  more  forcible,  and 
from  sources  much  more  commanding,  than  any 
thing  whicli  could  be  advanced  by  him.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  him,  a question  not  for  discussion,  but 
for  action,  and  unless  his  present  views  upon  it 
should  be  radically  changed,  for  negative  action 
only. 

He  trad  heard,  since  he  had  been  honored  with  a 
seat  in  this  body,  many  ingenious  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  power,  but  all  had  sought  to  derive  it 

from  rmooscity  or  c a petlleiiuj  , autl  it  WHS  due  to 
the  authors  of  these  arguments  to  say  that,  to  his 
mind,  no  very  nice  distinction  had  been  preserved 
between  necessity  and  expediency.  It  had  been 
said  that  a uniform  currency  was  necessary  for  the 
country,  that  such  a currency  could  not  be  produ- 
ced or  maintained  without  a national  bank,  and 
that,  therefore,  congress  had  the  power  to  charter 
such  an  institution.  That  a uniform  currency  was 
expedient  and  highly  desirable  for  our  wide-spread 
country,  no  one  could  doubt,  but  that  the  country 
could  get  on  very  confortably  without  such  a cur- 
rency had  been  proved  by  the  actual  experience  of 
several  periods  in  our  history.  That  a sound  and 
standard  currency  was  necessary  to  the  existence 
of  commerce,  that  such  a currency  could  not  be  es- 
tablished and  sustained  in  our  country  but  by  con- 
gressional legislation,  and  that,  therefore,  congress 


had  the  pow’er  to  create  as  well  as  to  regulate  such 
a currency,  has  been  contended  here.  No  one  will 
be  disposed  to  question  the  position  that  a sound 
and  standard  currency  is  very  desirable  to  a com- 
mercial country,  but  that  commerce  can  be  carried 
on,  to  a considerable  extent,  without  money  of  any 
description,  is  a fact  not  to  be  questioned.  These 
instances  are  mentioned,  not  to  question  the  expe- 
dient and  useful  tendency  of  the  arguments,  so  far 
as  they  go  to  show  that  a uniform  currency  is 
highly  important  to  every  civilized  country,  and 
that  a sound  medium  of  exchange  is  of  the  first 
utility  in  commerce,  but  to  question  how  far  the 
argument  of  necessity,  in  either  case,  can  be  safely 
relied  upon  as  the  basis  of  a grant  of  constitutional 
power,  and  to  show  that,  in  either  argument,  there  is 
no  little  difficulty  in  settling  the  disputeas  to  where 
expediency  and  utility  end,  and  necessity  begins. 
Forhimseif,  he  repudiated  all  such  arguments,”  and 
all  arguments  of  every  character,  founded  upon 
simple  necessity,  as  establishing  grants  of  power 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  in  favor 
of  Ihe  congress  of  the  United  States. 

A single  remark  upon  the  question  of  chartering 
a national  bank,  as  a mere  matter  of  expediency, 
if  all  questions  of  constitutional  power  were  out 
of  the  way,  and  he  would  dismiss  this  topic.  The 
experience  of  his  own  time,  the  late  proceedings 
of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States,  had  satisfied 
his  mind  that  the  dangers  to  our  political  and  civil 
institutions,  from  such  an  organized  money  power, 
vastly  overbalance  any  anticipated  benefits;  and 
that,  as  a simple  question  of  expediency,  such  an 
institution  ought  not  to  be  chartered  by  congress. 
Neither  the  hour  of  the  day,  the  patience  of  the 
senate,  nor  his  own  strength,  would  permit  him  to 
enter  upon  a further  discussion  of  this  point  at  pre- 
sent; and  his  only  purpose  having  been  to  pro- 
nounce the  opinion  he  had  pronounced,  he  would 
pass  to  his  conclusion. 

The  three  alternatives  had  been  presented.  The 
condition  of  the  public  treasury,  of  the  currency, 
of  the  business  of  the  country,  and  general  public 
expectation,  demanded  action  from  congress.  The 
committee  of  which  he  was  a member  had  pre- 
sented to  the  senate  the  bill  upon  the  table,  as  the 
action  which  a majority  of  their  members  proposed. 
This  bill  was  to  be  opposed  from  two  sides  of  the 
house.  The  friends  of  the  state  bank  deposite  sys- 
tem, and  the  friends  of  a national  bank,  were  alike, 
and  together,  to  be  met  and  overcome,  or  the  bill 
could  not  pass. 

In  this  condition  of  the  question,  and  of  the 
senate,  he  considered  it  to  be  his  indispensable  duty 
to  present  what  he  believed  to  be  the  real  and  true 
issue,  fairly  and  fully  to  the  senate  and  the  country. 
And  what  was  that? 

In  his  judgment,  it  was  the  adoption  of  some 
system  based  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill  under 
discussion,  or  a national  bank.  He  saw  no  pros- 
pect of  success  for  any  middle  ground.  What 
were  the  evidences  of  our  senses  upon  this  subject? 
Look  at  the  divisions  in  this  body.  The  party 
friendly  to  a national  bank  had  always  repudiated 
the  state  bank  deposite  system,  as  dangerous  in  its 
additions  to  executive  power,  as  inefficient  as  to  the 
currency,  and  as  unsafe  as  to  the  public  money. 
Was  there  any  evidence  that  those  members  of  that 
party  here  had  changed  their  opinions  as  to  that 
system?  He  knew  of  none;  and  were  he  to  judge 
from  the  language  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
press  which  was  supposed  to  reflect  their  opinions, 
or  from  what  had  but  recently  passed  here  in  rela- 
tion to  the  failure  of  a deposite  bank  in  Boston,  he 
should  be  compelled  to  say  that  no  change  in  that 
quarter  had  taken  place.  But  he  would  appeal  to 
the  geutlemen  themselves,  and  ask  if  recent  expe- 
rience, as  to  that  financial  system  for  the  national 
treasury,  had  changed  their  feelings  towards  it? 
Had  endeared  it  to  them,  as  one  they  were  now  de- 
sirous to  make  their  own?  Are  they  willing  to  sur- 
render their  favorite  project  of  a national  bank  for 
this  alternative?  Will  they  not  tell  us,  in  frank- 

mras  anti  candor,  Uial,  With  one  or  tWO  Solitary 

exceptions  perhaps,  every  man  of  them  is  for  a 
national  bank,  as,  in  their  judgments,  the  only 
effectual  remedy  for  the  financial  difficulties  of  the 
country? 

If  such  continues  to  he  the  feeling  of  the  party 
which  opposed  the  late  administration,  and  equally 
opposes  the  present,  what  is  the  condition,  in  this 
respect,  of  those  who  have  hitherto  supported  both? 
Is  there  not,  numerically  speaking,  a very  great 
degree  of  unanimity  of  sentiment  with  them,  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  at  least  so  far  as  a practical  and 
bona  fide  separation  from  the  banks  is  concerned? 
He  supposed  that  to  be  the  fact,  and  he  referred  (o 
this  division  of  feeling  here,  upon  this  subject, 
with  no  pleasure.  He  knew  and  felt  that  those 
with  -whom  he  had  long,  intimately,  and  pleasantly 
associated,  personally  and  politically,  were  to  dif- 
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fer  with  him  upon  this  measure.  He  regret- 
ted the  difference  as  much  as  any  one  of  them  could. 
He  entertained  no  unkindness  of  feeling  towards 
them  on  account  of  this  difference  of  opinion  upon 
a particular  bill?  He  yielded  to  them  all  the  sin- 
cerity of  convictions  of  public  duty  which  he 
claimed  lor  himself;  and  he  assured  them,  one  and 
all,  that  no  remark  which  he  had  made,  or  was 
about  to  make,  had  been  or  should  be,  on  his  part, 
intended  to  wound  their  feelings,  or  censure  their 
course.  They,  like  himself,  were  responsible  to 
their  constituents  and  the  country  for  their  acts 
here;  and  he  did  not  entertain  a doubt  that  that 
accountability  would  be  discharged  by  them  accord- 
ing to  their  most  firm  convictions  of  right. 

Yet  he  must  appeal  to  them  to  say  if  they  did  not 
believe  the  public  opinion  of  the  country  was  very 
justly  reflected  in  the  two  houses  of  congress  upon 
the  three  alternative  propositions  be  had  discussed? 
Tf  (hay  had  seen  any  evidence,  from  recent  political 
results  any  where,  to  authorize  the  belief  that  the 
state  bank  system  of  deposites,  to  which  they  still 
adhered,  was  gaining  favor  in  any  quarter?  If  they 
did  not  perceive  that  the  two  other  systems  were 
dividing  the  great  mass  of  the  public  mind  of  the 
whole  country?  If  they  did  not  feel,  in  the  recent 
history  and  present  condition  of  the  state  banks, 
that  public  confidence  could  not  again  be  restored 
to  that  system  of  deposites  by  legislative  enactments? 
If  they  did  not  fear  that,  in  assuming  the  positions 
they  were  compelled  to  assume,  banks  were  neces- 
sary to  the  successful  and  proper  administration  of 
the  finances  of  the  federal  government;  that  it  is 
within  the  power,  and  is,  in  some  sort,  and  to  some 
extent,  the  duty  of  this  government  to  regulate  the 
whole  currency  of  the  country;  that  the  regulation 
of  exchanges,  too,  if  not  directly,  was  incidentally 
a matter  for  which  the  government  should  be  held 
responsible;  and  that  the  custody  and  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  treasure  should  be  committed  to  banks, 
and  not  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  go- 
vernment; did  they  not  fear,  he  would  repeat,  that, 
in  assuming  these  posilions,  they  were  merely  aid- 
ing and  strengthening  the  friends  of  a national 
bank?  That  they  were  furnishing  what  might  be 
considered  as  evidence  to  those  who  could  listen  to 
such  an  argument,  to  prove  that  a national  bank 
was  necessary  under  our  system?  He  did  not  put 
these  inquiries  from  any  thing  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced here,  but  they  were  suggested  from  the 
course  of  argument  which  he  saw  constantly  used 
in  the  public  press  and  elsewhere,  to  sustain  the 
ground  which  these  friends  had  assumed,  and  he 
must  say  that  it  seemed  to  him  like  yielding  the 
whole  field  to  the  advocates  of  a national  bank; 
that  it  was  making  such  an  institution,  and  some 
system  founded  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill  un- 
der discussion,  the  real  alternatives  before  the 
country,  and  bringing  the  contest,  if  not  here,  else- 
where, to  that  issue. 

He  was  sorry  to  have  detained  the  senate  so  long, 
and,  as  the  best  atonement  he  could  make,  he 
would  resume  his  seat,  and  trouble  them  no  further. 
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The  late  cashier  of  the  Lumbermen’s  bank  has 
published  a notice,  in  which  he  gives  it  as  his  deli- 
berate opinion,  that  its  issues  will  be  eventually  ab- 
sorbed by  debts  due  the  institution,  am!  otherwise 
redeemed.  He  hopes  that  holders  of  the  notes  will 
make  no  unnecessary  sacrifice  to  individuals  who 
may  stand  ready  to  seize  advantage  of  reports  un- 
favorable to  the  bank  to  induce  unwarrantable  ap- 
prehensions, in  view  of  private  gains,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  honest  laborer,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan. 


Operations  of  the  mint.  The  director  of  the  mint 
has  made  his  annual  report  to  congress,  which 
shows  that  the  coinage  for  1837,  was: 

In  gold,  $1,035,911),  in  half-eagles. 

Do.  112,7(10,  in  quarter-eagles. 

In  silver,  $1,814,910,  in  half-dollars. 

Do.  63,110,  in  quarter-dollars. 

Do.  104,200,  i : . ten  cents. 

Co.  113, S'JO,  in  five  cents. 

In  Copper,  55,533,  in  cents. 


Total,  $3,299,893 

The  whole  amount  of  coinage  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  establishment  of  the  mint  in  1793, 


In  gold, 

In  silver. 
In  copper, 


$23,250,340 

43,830,192 

795,915 


Total,  $72,831,443 

Mississippi  Banks. — The  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  state  of  those  institu- 
tions, have  made  their  report;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  West  Feli- 


ciana rail  road  and  banking  company,  after  dis- 
charging all  liabilities,  including  capital  stock, 


$24,023  78 

206,806  94 
19,791  01 


Do.  do.  of  the  commercial  bank  of 
Natchez, 

“the  commercial  bank  of  Rodney 
“grand  gulf  rail  road  and  banking 
company,  18,197  03 

“commercial  bank  of  Manchester,  32,633  64 
“commercial  bank  of  Columbus,  45,114  19 
“Tombigby  rail  road  & banking  co.  2,403  67 
“Mississippi  rail  road  & banking  co.  116,668  06 
citizens  of  Madison  co.  5,055  07 

Several  of  the  Mississippi  banks  would  not  per- 
mit tlie  commissioners  to  make  an  examination  of 
their  fiscal  affairs,  some  of  them,  giving  as  a reason 
for  such  refusal,  that  they  doubted  tiie  constitu- 
tionality of  the  legislature,  from  which  they  (the 
commissioners)  derived  their  powers.  The  com- 
missioners pronounce  those  banks  which  submitted 
lo  the  scrutiny,  to  be  in  “a  much  sounder  state'as 
regards  ultimate  ability  to  fulfil  engagements  than 
was  generally  believed  at  the  time  they  first  en- 
tered on  the  performance  of  their  duty.” 


We  copy  the  following  comparative  statement  of 
importations  from  Great  Britain  into  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  month  of  October,  1836  and  1837. 
It  shows  a great  falling  off  lor  1837. 

[Philadelphia  Inquirer. 


1836. 

1837. 

Bar  iron, 

tons. 

1489 

1S1 

Hoop 

do. 

89 

20 

Pig 

do. 

738 

188 

Sheet 

do. 

457 

161 

Hardware 

& hollow  ware. 

£65,553 

11,210 

Rail  road 

iron, 

tons, 

1659 

65 

Linen — packages 

2792 

262 

Cottons, 

do. 

222S 

344 

Coal 

tons. 

3059 

134! 

Carpeting 

— bales 

167 

8 

Maine  slate,  prison.  The  number  of  prisoners  in 
the  slate  prison  at  Thomaston  is  77.  One  of  the 
principal  branches  of  labor  is  the  manufacture  of 
lime;  about  1209  casks  a month  are  made.  All 
the  labor,  including  the  m an  u fact  are  of  the  casks, 
is  performed  by  the  convicts,  assisted  only  by  an 
overseer  in  each  department. 

New  Orleans  has  exported  to  Europe  this  season 
sixty  thousand  more  bales  of  cotlon  than  were 
shipped  last  season  previous  to  February  10. 

She  has  received  this  season  139,234  barrels  of 
flour,  against  81,847  barrels,  same  time  the  season 
before  ibis. 

She  had  in  port,  on  Saturday,  10th  inst.  230  ves- 
sels; same  time  last  season,  26S. 

Number  of  deaths  in  New  York. — During  1837, 
S732,  viz.  i941  men,  1630  women,  2768  boys, 
2889  girls.  Greatest  number  of  deaths  was  in  Au- 
gust, 965;  next  in  March,  848.  Least  number  in 
November,  561,  next  in  December,  570.  Of  the 
whole  number  1946  were  one  year  old  or  under; 
15  between  90  and  100,  and  one  over  100.  Of  the 
diseases  1459  were  of  consumption , 50  of  delirium 
tremens , 42  by  suicide,  49  burned  or  scalded,  small 
pox,  164.  Of  the  deaths  6640  were  natives,  Ire- 
land 1206. 


Education  in  Ohio. — A tabulnrstatementappend- 
ed  to  the  superintendent’s  report,  shows  that,  for  the 
year  ending  October  23,  1837,  Ohio  had  in  opera- 
tion 4,336  public  common  schools,  and  2,175  pri- 
vate, and  that  the  former  were  attended  by  107,845 
scholars,  and  the  latter  by  42,557.  That  the  num- 
ber of  their  school-houses  is  4,378,  and  their  value 
is  estimated  at  $513,973. 


Printer's  Devils. — In  our  collection  of  liter- 
ary antiquities,  we  have  preserved  two  accounts 
of  the  origin  of  this  tale.  One  of  (hem  says  there 
was  one  Monsieur  Deviile  or  D’ville,  who  came 
over  with  William  the  conqueror,  in  company  with 
De  Laune,  De  Vac,  Da  Val,  De  Ashwood,  De 
Utfine,  D’Umpfling,  &c. — A descendant  of  this 

Munaiear  3>t*  viiio,  In  l [;  U driet-t  WR-S  by 

the  famous  Caxton,  in  1471;  who,  proving  very 
expert,  became  afterwards  bis  apprentice,  and  in 
lime,  an  eminent  printer:  from  him  the  orders  of 
printer’s  Devilles  or  devils,  took  (heir  names. — The 
other  account  says,  if  they  took  it  from  infernal 
devils,  it  was  not  because  they  were  messengers 
frequently  sent  in  darkness,  and  appearing  as 
scoffers  would  suggest;  but.  upon  a very  reputable 
account;  for  John  Fust,  or  Faustus,  of  Mentz,  in 
Germany,  was  the  first  inventor  of  the  art  of  print- 
ing, which  art  so  surprised  the  world  that  they 
thought  him  a conjurer,  and  called  him  doctor 
Faustus,  and  his  ait  the  black  art.  As  he  kept  a 
constant  succession  of  boys  to  run  errands,  who 
were  always  very  black,  these  were  called  devils; 
some  of  whom  being  raised  to  be  his  apprentices, 
END  OF  VOLUME  FIFTY-THREE, 


and  afterwards  raising  themselves  in  the  world,  he 
was  very  properly  said  to  have  raised  many  a 
devil. 

E.  Miller,  inspector  of  flour  for  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, reports  that  he  has  inspected  within  the  past 
year,  82,495  bbls.  2011  half  bbls.  146  two  bbl.  casks 
wheat  flour;  85  bbls . and  97  half  bbls.  buckwheat 
flour. — Vahie  $766,319. 

The  results  of  steam.  The  Louisville  Price  Cur- 
rent furnishes  us  with  the  following  example  of  the 
advantages  of  the  application  of  steam  to  water 
navigation. 

“The  legislature  of  Virginia  established  the  town 
of  Louisville  in  1788,  but  it  made  but  little  prog  ices 
in  commerce  or  population  till  alter  the  introduc- 


tion of  steam  navigation,  in  1812, 

In  1800  the  population  was  600 

1820  ‘ 4,012 

1829  10,336 

It  is  now,  in  1338,  estimated  to  be  30,000 


In  1329  the  various  commercial  and  trading  trans- 
actions were  ascertained  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars — they  may  confidently  be 
put  down  now  at  three  times  that  sum.” 

Indiana. — A bill  ha3  passed  both  houses  of  the 
general  assembly  making  professional  gambling,  or 
the  keeping  of  any  sort  of  a gambling  bank  or  table 
a penitentiary  offence. 

The  joint  resolution,  (which  was  published  in 
the  journal  of  the  2d  inst.)  declaring  that  the  re- 
cent suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  state 
bank  of  Indiana  was  justifiable  and  necessary,  and 
requiring  her  to  resume  the  redemption  of  her  bills 
within  thirty  days  after  a general  resumption  in 
the  Atlantic  cities  and  simultaneously  with  the 
banks  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  passed  the  house  of 
representatives  on  last  Tuesday  by  a vote  of  62  to 
35.  This  resolution  had  formerly  passed  (he  sen- 
ate by  a large  majority.  It  passed  the  house  with 
an  immaterial  amendment. — Indiana  Journal,  Feb. 
10. 

J1  compliment.— The  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  Boslon  custom  house,  have  presented  Mr.  II en- 
shaw,  the  late  collector,  with  a magnificent  silver 
pitcher  and  stand,  as  a token  of  their  esteem. 

Fire  at  West  Point.  The  following  letter,  receiv- 
ed from  a friend  by  mail  this  morning,  details  the 
particulars  of  a fire  in  the  engineering  academy. 
West  Point,  yesterday  morning.  It  came  near  de- 
stroying the  chemical  and  philosophical  appara- 
tus.—IV.  Y.  Post. 

“West  Point,  Monday  morning. 

“Sir:  About  two  o’clock  this  morning,  an  alarm 
of  fire  was  given  at  the  cadet’s  barracks.  It  proved 
to  be  in  the  engineering  academv,  which  is  situated 
about  fifty  feet  directly  west  from  the  “south  bar- 
rack.” it  contained  the  models,  etc.  belonging  to 
the  engineering  department,  the  post  adjutant’s 
office,  in  which  were  lodged  the  records  of  the  aca- 
demy, the  academic  library,  and  the  chetnieal  and 
philosophical  apparatus. 

“The  property  in  the  engineering  academy  and 
adjutant’s  office  (which  is  over  it)  is  entirely  lost. 
The  library  and  chemical  and  philosophical  appa- 
ratus, each  very  valuable,  were  saved,  but  with 
some  injury, 

“The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  caught  from  a 
stove  in  the  room  where  it  was  discovered.  It  had 
made  such  progress  when  the  alarm  was  given, 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  stop  Lt.  It  was  so 
much  cheeked,  however,  by  the  “military”  pre- 
sent, that  time  enough  was  gained  (o  remove  the 
extremely  valuable  apparatus  and  other  property 
in  the  west  end  of  the  building.” 

John  B.  Norris,  of  Mobile,  Thomas  Owen. 
Tuscaloosa,  and  Thomas  Brandon,  of  Huntsville, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Alabama, 
commissioners  to  examine  the  state  bank  and  its  ; 
br&nclir.;  under  a law  passed  at  the  late  session  of 
the  legislature. 

Notice  to  claimants  in  whose  favor  awards  have?  \ 

been  rendered,  under  (he  convention  with  Spain. 

Treasury  Department,  February  13,  1S38. 

The  sura  of $60, 67!  93  having  been  received  and  | 
paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  Spanish  in-  j 
demnity,  notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  claimants,  in 
whose  favor  awards  have  been  made  by  the  com-  j 
missioner  appointed  under  the  act  for  carrying  into 
effect  that  convention,  that  on  application  to 
this  department,  those  entitled  will  receive  their 
respective  proportions  ofthe  above  amount  row  in 
the  treasury.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury.  j 

Ohio.  A report  and  resolution  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  now  in  session,  ; 
solemnly  protesting,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  these  United  States. 


